Scanned  from  the  collections  of 
The  Library  of  Congress 


AUDIO-VISUAL  CONSERVATION 
at  Tht-  LIBRARY  nf  CONGRESS 


Packard  Campus 

for  Audio  Visual  Conservation 

www.loc.gov/avconservation 

Motion  Picture  and  Television  Reading  Room 
www.loc.gov/rr/mopic 

Recorded  Sound  Reference  Center 
www.loc.gov/rr/record 


M       I J       l'U(ll)      &      IJIST 
2  1)      W      44TH      ST 


© 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


COPY 

DO  NOT  REMOVE 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


V<^  76,  NO.  64  /  /    NEW  YORK,  MONDAY,  OCTOBER  2,  1939  ^C 

-  /  1 

N.  Y.  Allied  Slated  to  Reorganize  at  Syrac 


DEPINET  SIGNS  NEW  LONG-TERM  RKO  RA 


See  Slim  Chance  for  Large-Scale  British  Production 


THEWEEI\  IN 
REVIEW 

IATSE  Wins  Studio  Pay  Rise 

=      By  L.  H.  MITCHELL     = 


DOMESTIC 

LABOR  FRONT:  IATSE,  threat- 
ening strike  of  studio  workers  and 
nation-wide  walkout  of  projection- 
ists, won  its  fight  for  wage  increase 
from  the  producers.  Increase  was 
10  per  cent,  half  that  demanded  by 
IA,  and  twice  that  offered  by  pro- 
ducers. Wage  matter  will  come  up 
for  review  next  March,  yearly  there- 
after .  .  .  IA  then  came  back  with 
another  demand — shorter  working 
hours  at  the  studio.  Confab  is  set 
for  this  week  .  .  .  Chicago  operators 
won  a  5  per  cent  pay  increase  .  .  . 
The  USTG  demanded  that  the  NLRB 
void  the  studio  election  for  bargain- 
ing agent  won  by  IA. 


WAR  REPERCUSSIONS:  As  a 
counter-move  to  wars  decreasing  of 
film  revenues,  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
urged  exhibs.  to  give  better  grade 
pix  longer  playing  time  .  .  .  RKO  Ra- 
dio board  approved  war  emergency 
plans  .  .  .  20th  Century-Fox  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  find  ways  to  effect 
drastic  savings  and  economies  .  .  . 
Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  stated 
that  war  would  bring  no  "hate  films" 
.  .  .  MPPDA  met  to  tackle  problems 
raised  by  the  conflict  in  Europe,  de- 
ferred action. 

LITIGATION:  United  Artists  filed 
its  own  interrogatories  to  the  D  of  J 
as  a  counter-blast  to  Govt  interro- 
gatories in  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  .  .  . 
Gov't's  writ  plea  against  expansion 
of  the  Schine  circuit  did  not  prevent 
Schines  from  adding  to  its  theater 
holdings. 

ON  VARIOUS  FRONTS:  Move 
to  revive  the  Trade  Practice  Code 
offered  exhibs.  by  the  distribs.,  may 
be  sought  by  Michigan  Allied  whose 
prexy,  Ray  Branch,  advocated  further 
Code  consideration  .  .  .  Neely  block- 
(Continucd  on  Page  6) 


Technicians   and    Talent   Are 

Both     Lacking,    U.    S. 

Exec.  View 

There  is  slim  prospect  of  resump- 
tion of  large-scale  British  produc- 
tion despite  increasing  agitation  on 
the  part  of  producers,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  both  Ben  Goetz  and  Sam  Sax, 
who  returned  from  England  on  the 
Nieuw  Amsterdam  Friday  night. 

Goetz,  heretofore  in  charge  of 
British  production  for  Metro,  said 
that  the  company's  plans  were  com- 
pletely at  a  standstill.      Metro  was 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


STOCKHOLDERS 
SUE  20TH-FOX 

Six  Causes  Specified  in  the 
Si-mm-Kopple  Action 


U,  K.  FILM  BIZ  60% 
OF  NORMAL;  GAINING 


London  (By  Cable) — Film  busi- 
ness in  the  United  Kingdom  was 
estimated  at  the  week-end  to  have 
returned  to  60  per  cent  of  normal, 
with  a  further  boost  in  business  in- 
dicated. Executives  here  were  optim- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Warner  Seasonal  Deals 

Set  With  Major  Chains 

Warners  have  closed  seasonal 
product  deals  with  practically  all 
major    circuits,    according    to    Grad 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


A  stockholders'  suit  was  filed  Fri- 
day in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court 
by  Millie  Simm  and  Annie  Kopple, 
holders  of  50  shares  apiece  of  20th- 
Fox  Film  Corp.  common  stock,  nam- 
ing as  defendants  20th-Fox,  Ameri- 
can Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 
the  Chase  National  Bank,  Halsey 
Stuart  &  Co.,  Amerex  Holding  Corp., 
S.  G.  J.  Corp.,  and  41  officers  and 
directors  of  the  company,  charging 
mismanagement,  waste  and  the  re- 
ceipt of  secret  profits  by  the  officers 
of  the  company. 

The  complaint  seeks  cancellation 
of  the  employment  contracts  of  Sid- 
ney R.  Kent,  president,  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,    board    chairman,    William 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


More  Time  to  Answer  Gov't 
and   UA   Interrogatories 

Additional  time  for  the  major 
company  defendants  in  the  Govern- 
ment's equity  suit  to  file  answers, 
or   to   modify   the    Government's   in- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


National  Allied  Leaders  to  Attend 
N.  y.  Meet/  Split  With  Cohen  Seen 


GUT  Holding  Companies 

to  Act  on  Hoyts  Merger 

Sydney  (By  Cable) — Proposal  to 
merge  some  of  the  operations  of 
Greater  Union  Theaters  and  Hoyts 
will  be  considered  at  meetings  of 
the  four  Greater  Union  holding 
companies  late  this  month,  it  was 
stated  by  N.  B.  Rydge.  The  four 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Allied  Theater  Owners  of  New 
York  is  expected  to  be  reorganized 
and  "rebuilt"  at  a  meeting  of  mem- 
bers scheduled  for  tomorrow  at  the 
Hotel  Syracuse,  Syracuse,  following 
what  appears  to  be  a  wide-open  split 
between  Max  Cohen,  president,  and 
an  apparently  large  majority  of  the 
membership. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Contract      Continues      Exec, 
as  Company's  Distribu- 
tion Chief 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution  for  RKO  Ra- 
dio, with  which  company  he  has  been 
associated  for 
the  last  eight 
years,  signed 
a  new  long- 
term  contract 
in  that  capac- 
ity with  RKO 
Friday  after- 
noon. 

Announce- 
ment of  the 
signing  was 
made  by 
Prexy  George 
J.  Schaefer 
before  he  en- 
trained for 
Hollywood  shortly  before  midnight 
Friday.     Signatures  were  affixed  at 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


NED    E.    DEPINET 


MICH.  UNIT  TO  WEIGH 
ALLIED  RELATIONSHIP 


Kalamazoo,  Mich. — Relations  be- 
tween Michigan  Allied  and  the  na- 
tional body,  in  view  of  the  sentiment 
among  some  state  members  that  ne- 
gotiations for  a  Trade  Practice  Code 
should  be  continued,  is  expected  to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Name  Neutral  Arbitrator 

in  N.  Y.  Wage  Dispute 

A  neutral  arbitrator  has  been 
named  to  fill  out  the  arbitration 
board  which  will  consider  the  wage 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Three  U.  S.  Majors  May 

Survive  Polish  Debacle 


London  (By  Cable) — Foreign  de- 
partments here  were  of  the  opinion 
at   the   week-end  that   Poland   as   a 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 
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Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount    1st    pfd.. 
Paramount    2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe    Film    

RKO     

20th  Century-Fox   .  . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 

NEW  YORK 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46. 
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Iron  Out  Pact  Details 

Chicago  —  Officers  of  the  Opera- 
tors union  and  theater  execs,  met 
again  Saturday  to  iron  out  minor 
details  of  the  new  contract.  Dis- 
cussions centered  about  overtime 
payment   and   vacations  with   pay. 
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B  The  Broadway  Parade  SI 

Picture   and   Distributor  .  ,  Theater 

Goodbye,    Mr.    Chips    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 21st    week Astor 

The    Real    Clory     (United    Artists-Coldwyn) — 3rd    week -r...Rivoli 

The  Women    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 2nd   week Capitol 

Nurse    Edith    Cavell    (RKO    Radio    Pictures-Wilcox)— -2nd    week Music    Hall 

Honeymoon     in     Bali     (Paramount     Pictures) — 2nd    week Paramount 

Espionage   Agent    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 2nd    week Strand 

Here   I   Am  a   Stranger   (20th   Century-Fox) Roxy 

A  Woman   is   the  Judge    (Columbia   Pictures) Criterion 

Full    Confession     (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Rialto 

The  Challenge   (Film  Alliance) Globe 

The   Demon   Barber  of   Fleet   Street    (Select   Pictures) Central 

Return    of   the    Frog    (Select    Pictures) Central 

The    Old    Maid    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Hawaiian    Nights     (Universal    Pictures)     (a) Palace 

I    Met   a    Murderer    (York    Pictures) 55th    St.    Playhouse 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The   End   of  a   Day    (Juno   Films) — 4th   week Filmarte 

A    Brivele   der   Mamen    (Sphinx    Films) — 3rd    week Belmont 

Betrayal    (World   Pictures) — 3rd   week Little   Carnegie 

Inside  Soviet  Russia   (Amkino) — 2nd  week Cameo 

Harvest    (French   Cinema    Center) World 

♦    FUTURE  OPEIWWGS    ♦ 

Intermezzo:  A  Love  Story   (United  Artists-Selznick) — Oct.   5 Music   Hall 

$1,000  a   Touchdown    (Paramount    Pictures) — Oct.    5 Criterion 

Dust   Be    My    Destiny    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Oct.    6 Strand 

What   a    Life    (Paramount   Pictures) — Oct.    11 Paramount 

All  Quiet  on   the  Western   Front    (Universal    Pictures)     (d) — Oct.    11 Rialto 

Babes    in    Arms    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)     (c) Capitol 

Jamaica     Inn     (Paramount     Pictures-Pommer-Laughton)      (c) Rivoli 

Eternally   Yours    (United    Artists-Wanger) Roxy 

The   Rains   Came    (20th   Century-Fox) — Oct.    5    (a-b) Palace 

Everything's   On    Ice    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — Oct.    5    (a) Palace 

Rasputin    (Concord    Films,    Inc.)    (c) 55th    St.    Playhouse 

Ultimatum    (J.    H.    Hoffberg)    (c) World 

L'Affair    La    Font   Trans-Atlantic    Films) — Oct.    6 Little    Carnegie 

(a)    Dual   bill.  (b)    Subsequent  run.  (c)    Follows   current  bill.         (d)    Revival. 


20th  Century-Fox  to  Film 
"So.  American  Way"  in  Color 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  First  result  of  the 
present  Latin-American  swing  by  Jo- 
seph M.  Schenck,  20th-Fox  board 
chairman,  was  the  week-end  an- 
nouncement that  the  studio  will  film 
"The  South  American  Way"  in  Tech- 
nicolor for  the  current  season. 

Pix,  a  musical,  will  deal  with  horse 
racing  in  South  America.  Story  is 
by  Ramon  Alvarez.  Ray  Spence  and 
Rian  James  will  do  the  screenplay, 
and  Harry  Joe  Brown  will  be  associ- 
ate producer. 

Understood  that  Darryl  F.  Zanuck 
has  signed  Carmen  Miranda  for  the 
femme  lead. 

Another  important  pix  to  be  aimed 
at  the  Latin-American  market, 
"Mark  of  Zorro,"  will  go  before  the 
cameras  Nov.  27.  Tyrone  Power  will 
star. 


Charges  Disney  Infringed 
His  Patent  in  "Snow  White" 


Patent  infringement  suit  against 
Walt  Disney  Productions,  Techni- 
color, Inc.,  RKO  Radio  Pictures  and 
Technicolor  Motion  Picture  Corp., 
was  filed  Saturday  in  the  U.  S.  Fed- 
eral Court  by  Vincent  I.  Whitman, 
in  which  the  plaintiff  asks  for  an 
injunction  restraining  exhibition  of 
"Pinocchio"  and  "Snow  White  and 
the  Seven  Dwarfs,"  an  accounting 
and  treble  damages. 

The  patent  Whitman  claims  was 
infringed  is  described  as  a  technique 
of  superimposed  photography  in  put- 
ting action  on  a  still  background 
through  composite  work.  Whitman, 
in  his  complaint,  states  that  he  noti- 
fied Disney  in  1937  that  he  was  in- 
fringing on  his  patents. 


Laemmle's  Friends  to  Hold 
Memorial  Services  Friday 

Friends  and  former  associates  of 
the  late  Carl  Laemmle  will  hold  ser- 
vices in  his  memory  at  the  West  End 
Synagogue,  160  W.  82nd  St.,  Friday 
evening,  Oct.  6,  at  8:15  p.m.  Rabbi 
Nathan  Stern  will  officiate. 

The  honorary  committee  in  charge 
includes  Leo  Abrams,  Barney  Bala- 
ban,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Jack  Cohn, 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  James  R.  Grainger, 
Hal  Hode,  "Red"  Kann,  Jules  Levy, 
B.  S.  Moss,  Herman  Robbins,  E.  M. 
Saunders,  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Pete 
Siebel,  Herman  Stern. 

A  similar  seiwice  will  be  held  the 
same  evening  in  Chicago. 


Buffalo  Territory  Deals 

Closed  for  RKO  by  Levy 

Three  major  deals  involving  RKO's 
complete  1939-40  lineup  were  an- 
nounced Friday  by  Jules  Levy,  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  Pacts  include 
those  with  the  Shea-Publix  circuit 
in  the  Buffalo  territory,  the  Basil 
circuit  with  houses  in  Buffalo  and 
surrounding  area  and  the  first-run 
Century  Theater  in  Buffalo. 


WANTED 

Used    Cinex    Polishing    machine. 

address 

P.  O.  Box  33  Sta.  C 

Christopher  St.,  N.  Y.  C. 


cominc  am  Gome 


SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  president  of  20th-Fox,  is 
expected  to  return  to  New  York  this  week-end 
from  the  Thousand  Islands,  where  he  has  been 
vacationing. 

CEORCE  J.  SCHAEFER  and  MURRAY  SILVER- 
STONE  arrive  in  Hollywood  this  morning  from 
New  York. 

JACK  L.  WARNER  arrived  in  New  York  tx 
the    week-end    from    the    Coast. 

L.  W.  CONROW,  Altec  president,  and  G.  L. 
CARRINGTON,  vice-president  and  general-man- 
ager, have  returned  to  the  home  office  after 
business  trips. 

JAMES  EARNHARDT,  of  the  Taylor  Theaters, 
North  Carolina,  and  MRS.  EARNHARDT,  were 
visitors  at  the  Warner  home  office  World's  Fair 
headquarters  on  Friday. 

CARL  LESERMAN,  assistant  sales  manager  for 
Warners,  left  New  York  Friday  night  for  a 
visit  to  the  company's  Los  Angeles  branch  office. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warner  ad.  and  pub.  chief- 
tain, is  expected  here  from  Hollywood  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month. 

CRESSON  E.  SMITH,  Western  and  Southern 
sales  manager  for  RKO,  left  the  home  office 
Friday  for  a   tour  of  Southern   exchanges. 

NAT  WACHSBERCER,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Film  Alliance  of  the  United 
States,  Inc.,  and  several  other  company  repre- 
sentatives, left  New  York  over  the  week-end 
for  a  tour  of  a  number  of  key  cities  on  product 
deals. 

H.  A.  ROSS,  president  of  Ross  Federal  Service, 
accompanied  by  C.  B.  ROSS,  has  gone  to  the 
Middle  West,  where  he  plans  to  extend  his 
inauiries  into  the  economic  situation  in  various 
branch  cities. 

STANLEY  HAND,  staff  representative  of  Altec, 
has  returned  to  the  home  office  after  a  trip 
through    the    South. 

AUBREY  BLAIR,  ACVA  organizer,  arrived  in 
Hollywood   at    the    week-end. 

MONTY  PROSSER  will  come  here  from  the 
Coast   to   exploit   Wanger's   "Eternally   Yours." 

JERRY  WALD,  Warner  writer,  is  due  here  for 
a    two-week    vacation. 

JULES   LEVY  returns  today  from   Detroit. 

PECK  GOMMERSALL,  Universal's  Chicago  ex 
change  head,  arrived  here  Saturday. 

SIMONE  SIMON  arrives  today  on  the  Vul 
cania. 

ANATOLE  LITVAK  returns  to  the  Coast  from 
New   York    in   three   weeks. 

BEN  GOETZ  arrived  from  England  on  the 
Nieuw   Amsterdam    Friday. 

MERLE  OBERON,  who  arrived  from  England 
Friday,  leaves  for  Hollywood  this  week. 

W.  P.  LIPSCOMB,  who  got  in  on  the  Nieuw 
Amsterdam,    continues   to    the   Coast   this   week. 


NOWAN  EXPLOITATION  SPECIAL!! 


FIRST  TIME  PRESENTED 

AS  A  MOTION  PICTURE 

MOST  UNUSUAL 
LOVE  STORY  OF  ALL  TIMES 


The 

miRACLC 

SISTER 
BEATRICE 

A  Sound  Motion  Picture. 

MUSIC  by  STORY  by 

ANTONINI  BARONCELLI 

For  dates:  Write,   Wire  or  Telephone 

PARK    LANE    PICTURES,    INC. 

1600  Cenesee  St.,  Taylor  1600,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

NOW    SELLING    STATE    RIGHTS 

FOR    UNITED    STATES    and    CANADA 
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{Continued  from  Page  1) 

istic  as  they  pointed  out  that  despite 
the  fact  that  the  country  is  at  war, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  playing  time 
and  the  lucrative  evening  business  in 
rr~^7  spots  are  also  lost,  business 
ha„,  and  is  steadily  picking  up. 

With  no  restriction  on  money  ship- 
ments, transfers  of  receipts  are  con- 
tinuing through  regular  channels,  on 
scheduled  time  in  most  cases.  Film 
shipments  to  England  are  also  con- 
tinuing with  regularity. 

Paul  Wir  to  Head  Republic 
Central  American  Division 


Paul  Wir  has  been  named  division- 
al sales  manager  for  Republic  in 
Central  America,  succeeding  Harry 
Davis,  who  will  be  moved  to  South 
America  to  open  two  new  branches. 
Appointments  were  made  in  line 
with  the  company's  expansion  of  the 
Latin  American  market. 

Wir,  who  formerly  served  United 
Artists  and  20th  Century-Fox  in  Cen- 
tral America,  sails  Wednesday  for 
Colon,  which  will  be  his  headquar- 
ters. Davis  will  open  a  main  office 
in  Santiago,  Chile,  late  this  month. 
A  branch  will  be  set  up  in  Valpa- 
raiso. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Elect 

New  Haven — Officers  for  the  year 
1939-40  will  be  elected  at  the  annual 
election  meeting  of  Allied  Theaters 
of  Connecticut  at  the  Hofbrau  Haus 
restaurant  today,  Maurice  Shulman 
presiding.  Among  the  matters  for 
consideration  on  the  agenda  is  Joseph 
Schenck's  appeal  to  theatermen  to 
extend  playing  time  and  otherwise 
co-operate  in  the  present  loss  of  rev- 
enue from  Europe. 


Herb  Genter  Dead 

Kansas  City— Herb  Genter,  M-G-M 
branch  office  manager  here,  is  dead. 
Genter  was  formerly  employed  at 
the  Pittsburgh  M-G-M  exchange  as 
office  manager  and  later  city  sales- 
man for  mox-e  than  10  years,  until 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Kansas 
City  branch  over  a  year  ago. 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER  2 
C.    W.    Bunn 
P.   A.    Parsons 
Rita    La    Roy 


ALCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     PROBING   our   industry's    past presenting    its    present 

and  fathoming  its  future THE  FILM  DAILY  CAVALCADE,  1939 

is  off  the  press and  on  its  way  to  you,  you  and  you ....  as 

both  a  service and,  we  hope a  memorable  momento   of  this 

Golden  Jubilee  Year the  50th  Anniversary  of  Motion  Pictures 

as  reckoned  from  the  advent  of  the  first  Kinetoscope brought   out 

by  Edison  and  Dickson in  1889 

T  T  T 

•  *      *     ASSUREDLY a  lot  of  water  has  gone  under  the 

bridge since  that  October  a  half-century  ago and  it  is 

the  purpose  and  function  of  the  CAVALCADE  issue to  re- 
view  the  currents   of  the  yesteryears view   the   high-water 

of  industry  affairs  today and  explore  the  sources  from  which 

tomorrow's  munificence  must  flow So  into  your  hands   we 

commend  the  spirit  of  the  book as  well  as  the  volume  itself 

for  your  judgment  of  its  sapphire  cover-clad  content 

▼  T  T 

O  •  •  SPEAKING  of  sinces Loew's-MG-M  World's  Fair  In- 
formation Booth opened  three  months  ago June  28  to  be  exact 

on  the  promontory  of  the  magic  traffic-isle  at  Broadway  and  45th 

Since  that  time more  than  a  million  visitors  have  put  their 

John  Hancocks  in  the  register Most  of  the  million-plus  came  domes- 
tically  from  Massachusetts,   Pennsylvania   and   Ohio The   "visiting 

firemen"  from  foreign  shores  came  mostly  from  England France  was 

next  numerically then  Italy The  booth  will  remain  open  until 

the  Fair  closes  Oct  31 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AMIDST  the  week-end  mail bobbled-in  a  right 

tydie  programme  in  Olde  English,  chaps! at  least  the  opening 

line  was. . .  .for  it  proclaimed  the  "Worlde  Premyere" of  "The 

Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex"  at  the  Beverly  Hills  The- 
ater  on  Wednesday  night,  last You  can't  beat  the  War- 

nerites when  it  comes  to  putting  the  pretty  piece  of  show- 
manship parsley on  screen  fare  and  affairs 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  industry's  local  social  leader meaning  W.  G.  Van 

Schmus who  has  a  dandy  lil  film  house  over  on  Sixth  Ave 

is  giving  his  patrons  a  glutton's  menu  of  entertainment Not  only  is 

the  main  course  "Nurse  Edith  Ca veil" but  as  the  entre  he  is  serv- 
ing a  swell  stage  show Additionally,  audiences  are  having  spe- 
cial hors  d'oeuvres  of  humor ....  via  the  short,  "Information  Please" 

RKO  Pathe  has  made  a  tie-in  with  Canada  Dry's  100,000  dealers 

to  push  his  tab-production- with-a-sparkle 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  NOT  to  be  outdone  by  barrage  of  bands  at  the  local 
Paramount Maestro  Lou  Diamond who  swings  the  ex- 
ecutive baton  over  Para.  Music  Corp decided  to  turn  out  a 

special  recording  of  the  Italian  pop  melody,  "Ciri-Biri-Bin" 

using  Bing  Crosby,  the  Andrews  Sisters,  and  Joe  Venuti The 

finished  job  is  a  riot Decca  Records  expects  to  vend  some  200,- 

000  of  the  torrid  black  "pancakes" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     "PRODUCERS  Forming  Guild  for  Their  Own  Protection" 

reads  a  Coast  trade  daily  headline Mebbe  what  exhibs.  need  is  a 

Guild 


TWO  STOCKHOLDERS 
SUE  20TH  CENT.-FOX 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Goetz,  vice-president,  and  Darryl  F. 
Zanuck,  vice-president;  the  cancella- 
tion of  Kent's  option  to  purchase 
stock  of  the  company;  rescission  and 
accounting  of  the  purchase  of  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  made  in  1935,  and  a  gen- 
eral accounting  and  damages  against 
the  defendants.  In  six  causes  of 
action,  the  plaintiffs  claim  that  dam- 
ages exceeding  $18,000,000  have 
been  caused  by  officials'  actions. 

The  complaint  claims  that  an  op- 
tion under  which  Kent  allegedly  has 
the  right  to  purchase  10,000  shares 
of  common  stock  a  year  for  six 
years  is  unlawful  and  invalid.  It 
also  claims  that  Pictures,  Inc.,  was 
owned  by  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Wil- 
liam Goetz  and  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
and  was  foisted  upon  the  company, 
while  insolvent,  for  a  purchase  price 
of  over  $9,000,000  and  at  a  loss  of 
$5,000,000  to  20th-Fox.  The  pur- 
chase by  Loew's  of  a  half  interest 
of  Gaumont  British  Pictures  Corp. 
was  also  at  a  loss  of  $5,000,000  to 
20th-Fox,  the  complaint  alleged. 

Transactions  covering  deals  in 
motion  picture  rights,  musical  com- 
positions, were  at  a  secret  profit 
to  officials  of  the  company,  the  com- 
plaint charged.  It  was  also  claimed 
that  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of 
William  Fox  by  A  T  &  T,  Chase 
National  Bank  and  Halsey  Stuart  & 
Co.  was  made  partly  with  assets  of 
the  company  itself.  The  final  claim 
made  in  the  suit  was  that  the  com- 
pany bought  off  suits  of  stockhold- 
ers by  paying  $750,000  out  of  the 
company's   treasury. 

On  Oct.  13  the  defendants  will 
move  to  strike  out  parts  of  the 
complaint  as  irrelevant  and  imper- 
tinent, papers  filed  by  the  defen- 
dants revealed. 


Name  Neutral  Arbitrator 

in  N.  Y,  Wage  Dispute 


«    «    « 


»    » 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

scale  dispute  between  Local  306, 
operators'  union,  and  the  New  York 
circuits,  it  was  learned  Fridav  night. 
Fifth  man  will  be  confirmed  today 
by  the  Court  if  both  sides  approve 
of  the  selection. 

This  action,  which  is  provided  for 
in  the  existing  contract  between  the 
circuits  and  the  Local,  was  taken 
after  negotiations  between  the  two 
parties  broke  down.  The  union  is 
asking  for  a  25  per  cent  wage  in- 
crease and  two  weeks  with  pay  for 
vacations. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  25  per 
cent  increase  request  will  be  met,  but 
informed  sources  believe  that  some 
medium  will  be  reached  whereby  ne- 
gotiations can  be  completed  with  a 
possible  rider  being  attached  allow- 
ing for  a  revision  in  a  shorter  time 
than  a  year,  similar  to  the  recent 
IA-producers  contract  negotiated  on 
the  Coast. 
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A  DARLING  ON  SKATES . . . 
SHE'S  WONDERFUL! . . . 


Now  for  the  excited  "Ohs" 
and  "Ahs"  of  the  millions  who'll  rave  over  Sol 
Lesser 's  newest  personality  discovery! ...  A  little 
girl  who'd  be  a  tremendous  hit  even  without 
her  sensational  skating  ability! .  .  .  Here  she  is, 
all  yours  to  sell  in  a  great  big  comedy  show 
with  music  and  dancing,  a  swell  human-interest 
story,  strong  marquee  cast,  and  the  most  spec- 
tacular figure  and  rhythm  skating  ever  attempted 
by  a  girl  of  Irene's  age! 


ROSCOE  KARNS-EDGAR  KENNEDY 
LYNNE  ROBERTS  •  ERIC  LINDEN 

Directed  by  Erie  C.  Kenton 
Produced   by  SOL    LESSER 


Screen  play  by  Adrian  Landis  and  Sherman  Lowe 
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NED  DEPINET  SIGNS 
NEW  RKO  RADIO  PACT 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the   RKO   home   office   at   5:15   p.m. 

Terms  of  the  agreement  were  not 
disclosed.  Depinet  told  The  Film 
Daily  over  the  week-end  that  he 
was  "very  happy"  that  his  associa- 
tion  with   RKO   was  to   continue. 

Depinet  is  the  first  high  RKO  Ra- 
dio exec,  to  negotiate  a  new  com- 
mitment since  Schaefer  formally 
succeeded  to  the  presidency  of  the 
parent  company,  RKO  Corp.  in  July, 
at  which  time  Depinet  was  also 
elected  to   latter's   board. 

Highly  regarded  for  the  part  he 
has  played  in  bringing  RKO  Radio 
forward,  Depinet  has  a  record  of 
32  years  in  the  industry.  First 
employed  as  ticket  taker  at  the 
Dreamland,  New  Orleans,  he  had  his 
first  distribution  experience  in  J.  E. 
Pearce's  exchange  in  New  Orleans. 

Prior  to  his  assumption  in  1931  of 
the  vice-presidency  of  RKO  Pathe, 
he  served  as  general  manager  of 
First  National,  moving  up  to  the 
position  of  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager  when  that  com- 
pany was  merged  with  Warner 
Brothers.  Immediately  before  this, 
he  served  in  a  similar  capacity  with 
Universal. 

After  joining  with  RKO  Pathe,  he 
continued  as  vice-president  until  its 
consolidation  with  RKO  Radio,  when 
he  became  vice-president  of  RKO 
Distributing  Company,  its  associate. 
Two  years  later,  in  February  of 
1934,  he  became  president  of  the 
distributing  company.  When  the 
several  affiliated  companies  were 
combined  into  RKO  Radio  Pictures, 
Inc.,  he  became  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution. 

In  March  of  1938,  a  national  trib- 
ute inaugurated  by  exhibs.  was  paid 
Depinet  to  commemorate  his  thir- 
tieth anniversary  in  the  industry, 
the  testimonial  taking  the  form  of 
a  dinner  in  Dallas,  Texas,  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  launched  into  his 
film   selling  career. 


GUT  Holding  Companies 

to  Act  on  Hoyts  Merger 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

holding  companies  of  GUT  are 
West's,  Spencers,  Amalgamated  and 
Greater  J.  D.  Williams. 

Such  a  "merger"  of  certain  ac- 
tivities had  been  planned  some  time 
ago,  but  will  not  come  into  force 
until  approved  by  the  GUT  and 
Hoyts  stockholders. 

More  Time  to  Answer  Gov't 
and   UA  Interrogatories 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

terrogatories,  was  granted  for  10 
days  to  Oct.  17,  the  Department  of 
Justice  revealed  on  Friday. 

In  turn,  the  Department  stated, 
the  time  for  the  government  to 
answer  the  38  interrogatories  re- 
cently filed  by  United  Artists  Corp. 
was  also  extended  to   Oct.  17. 


THE  WEEI\  IN 
REVIEW 

IATSE  Wins  Studio  Pay  Rise 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

booking  bill  received  support  from 
the  ITO  of  West  Virginia  and  the 
new  small  Oklahoma  Allied  unit. 
Latter  Ass'n  heard  proposed  Okla. 
chain  store  (and  theater)  tax  out- 
lined by  its  legislative  proponent, 
and  urged  by  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  prexy 
of  national  Allied  .  .  .  Long-expected 
government  probe  of  alleged  irregu- 
larities in  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, asserted  labor  racketeering  etc., 
got  under  way  in  Hollywood  as  film 
and  labor  execs.,  actors  and  others 
were  called  before  a  Federal  grand 
jury  .  .  .  Industry  was  saddened  by 
death  of  the  veteran  exhibitor-pro- 
ducer-distributor, Carl  Laemmle,  Sr. 


FOREIGN 

EUROPE:  Film  production  in 
France,  cut  off  by  war  mobilization, 
resumes  this  week,  but  at  four  speci- 
fied studios  only  .  .  .  British  film  in- 
dustry, in  keeping  with  British  spirit 
in  general,  announced  that  pix  busi- 
ness would  continue  "as  usual"  .  .  . 
Mayflower  Productions  (Pommer- 
Laughton)  may  transfer  its  produc- 
tion activities  to  the  U.  S. 
*         *         * 

CANADA :  Dominion  circuit  execs, 
forecast  a  quick  rise  in  film  biz  de- 
spite events  in  war-torn  Europe  .  .  . 
Ontario's  clearance  board  plan  is  due 
for  report  today  by  its  proponent, 
A-PL  to  the  ITA. 


Warner  Seasonal  Deals 

Set  With  Major  Chains 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Sears,  firm's  general  sales  manager. 

Pacts  just  consummated  add  these 
chains  to  the  roster: 

Dubinsky  Circuit,  Kansas;  Com- 
monwealth Circuit,  Kansas;  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.;  Interstate  Cir- 
cuit, Boston;  Graphic  Circuit,  Bos- 
ton; Philadelphia  Chakeres  Circuit; 
Hildinger  Circuit;  Kincey  Circuit, 
North  and  South  Carolina;  Jeffer- 
son Amusement  Co.,  Texas  and 
Great  States  Circuit,  Illinois. 

Sears  said  that  he  had  received 
hundreds  of  unsolicited  letters  from 
exhibs.  all  over  the  United  States 
and  Canada  praising  the  company 
for  its  offering  of  the  new  merchan- 
dising plan. 


Feld   In  Comedy  Lead 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Fritz  Feld,  who  re- 
cently completed  a  role  in  "Little 
Accident"  at  Universal,  is  playing 
a  featured  comedy  lead  in  "Every- 
thing Happens  At  Night"  at  20th 
Century-Fox. 


English  Pix  to  Open 

"I  Met  a  Murderer,"  English  film 
distributed  by  York  Pictures,  will 
open  at  the  55th  St.  Playhouse 
Monday. 


Monday,  October  2,  1939 


British  Audiences  Want 

Comedies,  Says  Lipscomb 

Best  film  bets  for  war-time  audi- 
ences in  England  are  comedies  and 
musicals,  light  and  bright  in  tone, 
according  to  W.  P.  Lipscomb,  scenar- 
ist, dialoguist  and  director,  who  re- 
turned to  the  U.  S.  on  the  Nieuw 
Amsterdam  Friday  night. 

Lipscomb,  who  remains  in  New 
York  for  a  few  days  before  en- 
training for  Hollywood,  predicted 
that  the  war  would  see  a  revival  of 
the  small  repertoire  company  in 
Great  Britain,  and,  further,  forecast 
that  film  theater  construction  would 
take  the  form  of  very  small  houses 
in  the  outlying  districts,  thus  dim- 
inishing the  air  raid  risk. 

W.  B.  Levy,  European  represen- 
tative for  Walt  Disney,  was  another 
passenger  on  the  ship,  accompanied 
by  his  family.  He  doesn't  know 
whether  he  will  return  to  Europe  or 
not.  He  said  that  up  till  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  the  year  had  been 
the  biggest  one  for  Disney  shorts 
in  Europe. 


Michigan  Unit  to  Weigh 

Natl  Allied  Relationship 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  a  topic  for  discussion  today  when 
the  Michigan  unit's  board  of  direc- 
tors meets  in  advance  of  the  annual 
convention,  opening  tomorrow. 

Indications  are  that  Code  negotia- 
tions will  be  one  of  the  highlighted 
items  on  the  agenda.  Other  subjects 
to  be  considered  will  be  expansion 
of  the  membership,  particularly  in 
the  upstate  regions,  legislation  and 
film  buying. 

Continuation  of  the  present  reg- 
ional setup  is  anticipated,  with  occa- 
sional local  meetings  throughout  the 
state. 


Lubitsch  Yet  to  Select 

Story  for  UA  Production 

First  story  which  Ernst  Lubitsch 
Productions  will  make  for  United 
Artists  release  in  1940  has  not  been 
chosen  as  yet,  it  was  said  here  Fri- 
day by  Ernst  Lubitsch,  associated 
with  Sol  Lesser  in  the  production  en- 
terprise. 

Lubitsch  pointed  out  that  he  was 
still  obligated  to  Metro  for  one  film, 
"Shop  Around  the  Corner,"  in  which 
James  Stewart  and  Margaret  Sulla- 
van  will  appear,  and,  as  a  result, 
has  given  no  consideration  to  the 
selection  of  a  story  for  the  UA  pro- 
gram. 

Lubitsch  came  on  from  the  Coast 
to  meet  Mrs.  Lubitsch  who  arrived 
on  the  Nieuw  Amsterdam  Friday 
night.  He  was  accompanied  to  the 
Hoboken  dock  by  Anatole  Litvak, 
Warner  director,  who  said  he  ex- 
pected to  return  to  the  C°ast  in 
three  weeks  to  start  "Caesar's  Wife." 
Script  is  now  being  completed  by 
James  Hilton. 


Opens  Atlanta  Branch 

Atlanta — Motion  Picture  Adver- 
tising Service  Co.,  Inc.,  headed  by 
W.  Johnson,  has  opened  a  new 
branch  here. 


LARGE-SCALE  BRIT. 
PROD'N  OUTLOOK  SLIM 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

scheduled  to  make  three  in  Eng 
land  this  season,  but  the  war  came 
before  the  first  had  gone  before  the 
cameras.  Goetz  will  confer  with 
company  execs,  as  to  his  fut "  a  ac 
tivities. 

Sax,  last  of  the  American  con- 
tingent at  the  Teddington  studios 
to   return,   said  that  the   plant  had 


London  {By  Cable) — British  producers 
are  moving  for  a  Parliamentary  show- 
down on  the  resumption  of  production 
issue.  Motion  calling  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  state  its  policy  on  domestic  pro- 
duction is  scheduled  to  be  introduced 
in  Lords  tomorrow.  Commons  also  is 
displaying  a  lively  interest. 


closed  down  but  had  not  been  taken 
over  by  the  Government  as  had 
some  others.  Four  of  the  12  pic- 
tures on  the  WB  British  program  f 
had  been  completed  before  hostilities 
began,  it  was  disclosed. 

Sax  said  his  own  plans  were  un- 
certain, but  that  he  would  confer 
here  with  Jack  L.  Warner  who  ar- 
rived over  the  week-end  from  the 
Coast.  Until  he  sailed  five  months 
ago  to  assume  direction  of  Tedding- 
ton, Sax  was  in  charge  of  Eastern 
Vitaphone  production. 

Discussing  British  production,  Sax 
declared  that  even  should  Great 
Britain  cling  to  the  quota  provisions  \ 
of  the  Films  Act,  there  was  slight 
hope  for  large-scale  production,  due 
to  the  service  demands  made  on 
technicians  and  players. 

London,  said  Sax,  was  well  pro- 
tected against  air  raids.  Theater 
attendance  there,  however,  suffered 
from  the  6  p.m.  curfew  in  the  West 
End,  he  added,  while  in  the  suburbs,  | 
the  nightly  blackout  affected  attend- 
ance although  houses  operated  until 
10  p.m. 


Korda's  Services  Wholly 
at  Call  of  British  Gov't 

Alexander  Korda's  services  are 
completely  at  the  disposal  of  the 
British  government,  it  was  said  Fri- 
day night  by  Merle  Oberon  (Mrs. 
Korda),  who,  carrying  her  gas  mask, 
disembarked  from  the  Nieuw  Am- 
sterdam at  Hoboken  Friday. 
Whether  he  will  be  ordered  to  make 
additional  propaganda  films  or 
granted  permission  to  proceed  with 
his  UA  program  is  undetermined. 

First  propaganda  pix,  "The  Lion 
Has  Wings,"  in  which  Miss  Oberon 
appears,  was  finished  just  before 
she  sailed  for  this  side,  and  Korda 
immediately  turned  to  putting  fin- 
ishing touches  to  "Thief  of  Bagdad" 
which  UA  will  distribute. 

Star  leaves  for  the  Coast  shortly 
to  make  a  picture  for  Sam  Goldwyn 
after  which  she  will  return  to  Eng- 
land. 


Return  From  Honeymoon 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY] 

Hollywood  —  Dona  Tweedale,  reJ 
ceptionist  at  the  William  Morris 
Agency  in  Beverly  Hills,  who  was 
married  to  Dr.  Harold  C.  Holloway, 
has  returned  from  her  honeymoon. 
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16  Exhib.  Affidavits  Back  U.  S.  Move  for  SchineWrit 


Arguments  on  Gov't  and  De- 
fense  Motions   Heard 
at  Buffalo  Today 

Buffalo  —  Schine  Enterprises  in 
Ohio,  New  York  and  Kentucky  built 
theaters  or  took  others  over  and  then 
got  all  first-run  pictures;  tried  to 
pay  a  would-be  builder  not  to  build, 
and  later  threatened  operators  whom 
he  sought  as  lessees  of  his  building; 
bought  leases  from  others  and  closed 
the  houses,  and  told  one  exhibitor 
that  Schine  wants  no  competition  and 
control  of  every  situation  —  such 
is  the  picture  drawn  in  the  16  affi- 
davits filed  by  the  Government  in  its 
injunction  appeal  against  six  Schine 
companies  and  three  individuals.  Ar- 
guments on  the  motion  and  defen- 
dants' motion  for  dismissal  of  the 
suit  are  scheduled  here  today. 

Pete  J.  Wood,  Columbus,  0.,  sec- 
retary of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  and  E. 
Thornton  Kelly,  executive  secretary 
of  Allied  Theaters  of  New  York, 
filed  general  affidavits.  Wood  as- 
serted Schine  interests  sought  to 
force  exhibitors  to  sell,  lease  or 
become  Schine  partners,  to  the  end 
that  there  is  no  competition  in  17 
situations  with  Schine  theaters. 
Kelly  declared  the  New  York  situa- 
tion was  such  that  in  only  six  cities, 
outside  of  Buffalo,  Rochester  and 
Syracuse,  did  Schine  theaters  find 
competition  because  "the  major  dis- 
tributors let  Schine  tie  up  all  pic- 
tures, at  lower  prices,  with  greater 
cancellation  privileges  and  unreas- 
onable clearance." 

The  name  of  Louis  Lazar,  Schine 
executive  in  Ohio,  figures  largely  in 
affidavits  from  that  state.  J.  Myer 
Schine  appears  frequently  to  have 
visited  the  state,  as  did  John  A.  May 
and  one  "Bud"  Silverman,  according 
to  the  affidavits. 

John  Buchman,  Delaware,  0., 
swears  he  lost  all  first-run  contracts 
after  a  competitor  sold  out  to  Schine. 
Lazar,  among  others,  saw  him  and 
finally  he  agreed  to  sell  out  to 
Schine. 

William  Tishkoff  and  Max  Fogel, 
Rochester  exhibitors,  swore  to  events 
they  said  followed  announcement  of 
their  plans  to  build  a  theater,  now 
the  Webster.  Sol  Schafer  and  John 
May,  according  to  Tishkoff,  made 
threats  to  build  another  theater 
within  the  area.  Matters  were  com- 
promised by  Schine  getting  a  50  per 
cent  interest  in  the  Webster.  Fogel's 
affidavit  recounts  that  Schine  drop- 
ued  its  interest  in  the  Webster  after 
acquiring  the  Dixie,  and  that  where- 
as the  Webster  had  second-run,  now 


S-W  Starting  Philly  Duals  in  10  Days? 

Philadelphia — Reports  were  current  at  the  week-end  that  some  Stanley-Warner 
nabes  would  inaugurate  duals  within  a  week  or  10  days.  No  confirmation  was  forthcom- 
ing. 


U  Splits  Branch  Operation 
And  Maintenance  Department 

P.  T.  Murray  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  branch  operations  and 
0.  C.  Binder  has  been  named  mana- 
ger of  exchange  maintenance  for 
Universal  by  William  A.  Scully,  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  Division  of  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  exchanges  was 
necessary,  it  was  said,  because  of 
increased   activity. 

Meanwhile,  Scully  held  week- 
end conferences  with  the  company's 
six  domestic  sales  managers  to  dis- 
cuss problems  resulting  from  the 
European  war.  Attending  the  ses- 
sions were:  A.  J.  O'Keefe,  Los  An- 
geles; E.  T.  Gomersall,  Chicago; 
Pete  Dana,  Kansas  City;  H.  D. 
Graham,  Atlanta;  Dave  Miller, 
Cleveland,  and  A.  J.  Herman,  New 
York  City.  Home  office  sales  execu- 
tives also  attended. 


London  Theater  Biz 
Said  70%  of  Normal 

London  (By  Cable) — Theater  business 
here  during  the  last  week  has  been 
about  70  p.c.  of  normal.  This  30  p.c. 
drop  from  normal  patronage  is  looked 
upon  as  good  in  face  of  the  war  situa- 
tion. Theaters  vary  their  closing  times 
from    6:30   to    10:30   at    night. 


Westway  Defense  Wins  4  of  1 2 
Points  in  Particulars  Bill 

Baltimore — Four  of  the  12  points 
asked  by  defendants  in  the  Westway 
Theater  injunction  case  against  the 
Edgewood  Theater  and  seven  ma- 
jors were  granted  by  Judge  Calvin 
W.  Chestnut  in  Federal  District 
Court  here. 

By  decision  defense  will  furnish 
letters  to  and  from  film  exchanges 
notifying  them  of  the  theater  com- 
pany's intention  to  build  a  new  house 
and  its  offer  to  buy  producers'  prod- 
uct. Defense  has  10  days  in  which 
to  file  reply,  and  plaintiffs  10  days 
to  answer  and  show  cause  why  in- 
junction  should  not  be   granted. 

Don  Roberts  Appointed 

S-l  Publicity  Director 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Russell  Birdwell,  pub- 
licity counsel  for  Selznick-Interna- 
tional,  has  appointed  Don  Roberts 
as  publicity  director  for  that  com- 
pany. 


Three  U.  S.  Majors  May 

Survive  Polish  Debacle 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

market  for  films,  both  for  American 
companies  and  other  distributors,  has 
shrunk  to  all  but  the  vanishing 
point. 

Only  U.  S.  survivors  of  the  Polish 
debacle,  in  all  probability  will  be 
Metro,  Paramount  and  20th-Fox, 
now  operating  in  Germany,  and  there 
is  no  indication  that  their  opera- 
tions will  be  stopped  in  the  Polish 
territory  taken  over  by  the  Nazis. 
The  Russian  half  of  the  dismembered 
state  will  be  completely  closed.  But 
it  may  be  months  or  longer  before 
exhibition  is  resumed  to  any  extent 
in  the  German  territory,  as  reports 
indicate  many  houses  are  ruined. 

In  the  case  of  at  least  three  ma- 
jor American  companies,  there  have 
been  no  reports  from  their  Polish 
offices  and  executives  as  to  what 
losses  have   been  incurred. 

Business  here  has  picked  up  to 
some  degree  in  the  large  cities,  al- 
though still  below  normal,  and  busi- 
ness in  the  shire  theaters  has  just 
returned  to  normal.  Reports  indicate 
that  the  same  business  condition 
exists  in  France,  with  business  good 
in  the  provincial  houses,  but  sub- 
normal in  Paris  and  other  large 
cities. 


AGVA  Board  Designates 

Mrs.  Bryant  as  Secretary 

At  a  board  meeting  on  Friday, 
the  directorate  of  the  American 
Guild  of  Variety  Artists  appointed 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bryant  to  serve  as 
the  organization's  executive  secre- 
tary, effective  today. 

Mrs.  Bryant  served  from  1919  to 
1937  as  executive  secretary  of  Chorus 
Equitv,  and  was  instrumental  at 
the  time  of  NRA  in  framing  the 
contracts  for  vaudeville  and  cabaret 
performers,  as  well  as  the  chorus 
wins-  of  the  entertainment  field. 


it  has  to  pay  more  for  third-run  pic- 
tures. 

Richard  de  Toto  of  Geneva,  who 
now  manages  a  theater  in  Clifton 
Springs,  cited  experiences  with  the 
Seneca,  Seneca  Falls.  He  swears  that 
after  the  Schine  interests  obtained  a 
lease  on  the  Strand,  it  also  got  one 
on  the  Seneca  and  closed  it.  Twice, 
de  Toto  adds,  he  obtained  backers 
for  construction  of  new  theaters  in 
Seneca  Falls,  but  "threats  of  Schine 
to  build  theaters  themselves  scared 
off  the  backer  each  time."  On  an- 
other occasion,  de  Toto  planned  a 
theater  in  Canadaigua.  Again,  he 
swears,  there  were  threats  to  build 


another  theater.  There  still  is  only 
one  movie  house  there,  a  Schine 
house. 

H.  P.  Wallace,  Auburn  Capitol, 
swears  that  when  Schine  took  over 
the  Jefferson,  Palace  and  Strand, 
he  lost  the  product  of  eight  majors, 
that  efforts  to  buy  his  lease  were 
made,  and  also  attempts  to  get  city 
officials  to  close  his  theater. 

H.  H.  Owens,  Barbourville,  Ky., 
lawyer,  makes  the  charge  relative 
to  threats  to  possible  operators  in 
connection  with  a  building  he  con- 
structed in  Corbin,  Ky.,  and  also  the 
allegation  that  he  was  offered  sub- 
stantial sums  not  to  build. 


ALLIED  OF  NEW  YORK  ~| 
GROUP  TO  REORGANIZE 


(Continued  from  Page  1)     ( 

at  the  formal  written  dema  J  of 
three  members  of  the  board.  Nation- 
al Allied  leaders,  including  Sidney 
Samuelson,  Frank  Lydon,  Lee  New- 
bury, Arthur  Howard  and  perhaps 
Abram  F.  Myers  are  slated  to  at- 
tend. It  is  understood  that  the  reor- 
ganized group  will  re-affiliate  with 
national  Allied,  having  been  dropped 
previously  by  the  national  board. 

According  to  a  bulletin  issued  over 
the  week-end,  the  "directors  request- 
ing the  meeting  are  asking  for  a  full 
report  of  the  entire  situation  that 
has  developed  between  our  organiza- 
tion and  national  Allied."  Other  sub- 
jects also  are  scheduled  for  discus- 
sion. Whether  Cohen  will  attend  is 
not  known  for  sure,  but  indications 
are  that  he  will  be  represented. 


Detroit  Film  Row  Turns 

Out  for  Nat  Levy  Dinner 

Detroit— Members  of  local  Film 
Row  turned  out  en  masse  here  Sat- 
urday night  to  attend  the  testimonial 
dinner  accorded  to  Nat  Levy,  East- 
ern central  district  manager  for 
RKO  Radio,  who  is  moving  his  head- 
quarters from  this  city  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Event,  sponsored  by  the  Detroit 
Variety  Club  and  held  in  the  Book- 
Cadillac  Hotel,  was  attended  by 
Jules  Levy,  RKO  Radio's  general 
sales  manager;  a  large  delegation 
of  eastern  exchange  managers  who 
journeyed  here  to  also  attend  yes- 
terday's sales  conference  with  Jules 
Levy;  and  all  the  Detroit  exchange 
managers  for  the  other  major  com- 
panies and  leading  indies. 

The  dinner  committee  was  headed 
by  Eddie  Heiber  of  Universal,  and 
comprised  additionally  James  F. 
Sharkey,  RKO  Radio;  John  Howard, 
Paramount;  Lester  Sturm,  20th-Fox; 
William  Flemion,  Excellent;  Sam 
Seplowin,  Republic;  Harlan  Starr. 
Monogram;  Moe  Dudelson.  UA; 
Frank  J.  Downey,  M-G-M;  F.  E. 
North,  Vitagraph,  and  Carl  H.  Sha- 
lit,    Columbia. 


"Skippinc/"  is  Out, 
by  Wobber  Decree 

"Skipping"  of  pictures  is  out  insofar 
as  20th  Century-Fox  is  concerned,  ac- 
cording to  Herman  Wobber,  general  man- 
ager of  distribution,  who  has  so  ad- 
vised all  exchanges. 

"We  want  no  part  of  that,"  Wobber 
states.  "We  have  a  schedule  in  which 
the  order  of  release  for  every  picture 
is  clearly  indicated.  Hurdling  this  or 
that  picture,  or  pictures,  destroys  the 
purpose  of  the  release  schedule,  and 
brings  about  disorder  in  more  ways  than 
one." 
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N-  -/.  Allied  Votes  to  Maintain  Present  Price  Scales 

COHEN  DENIES  SPLIT  IN  RANKS  OF  NEW  YOJjR  ALLIED 

Reserve  Decision  in  Gov't's  Schine  Expansion  Injunction 


Next  Tuesday  Set  to  Continue 

Hearing  of  Arguments  and 

Particulars  Moves 

Buffalo  —  Decision  was  reserved 
late  yesterday  afternoon  by  Federal 
Judge  John  Knight  on  a  motion  by 
the  Government  seeking  a  tempor- 
ary   injunction    to    "prevent    expan- 

1  sion"     of     Schine     Chain     Theaters, 
Inc.,   which  operates  film  houses  in 

"five  states. 

Judge  Knight  heard  arguments  by 
Attorney  Frederick  H.  Wood,  New- 
York,  representing  the  Schine  group; 
John  Lord  O'Brian,  counsel  for  War- 
ner Bros.,  Vitagraph  and  Paramount, 
and   Seymour  Krieger,  Washington, 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


A  F  OF  L  CONTINUES 
FIGHT  ON  NEELY  BILL 


Cincinnati — A  F  of  L  yesterday 
announced  its  continued  opposition 
to  the  Neely  Bill  in  a  report  of  the 
.Executive  Council  to  the  Fifty-ninth 
'Annual  Convention. 

"S.  280,  to  prohibit  and  prevent 
Jthe  trade-practices  known  as  'com- 
pulsory    block-booking'     and     'blind 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Tri-States  Seeking  Writ 

to  Bar  Goldberg  Opening 

Omaha — Tri-States  Theater  Corp. 
of  Des  Moines,  la.,  operators  of  the 
Orpheum  and  Omaha  theaters  here, 
has  filed  a  petition  in  Federal  Court 
seeking  to  restrain  Ralph  D.   Gold- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Hollywood  Studios  Send 

10  More   Before  Cameras 


West   Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Ten  new  pictures  are 
scheduled  to  go  into  work  this  week: 

At  Columbia:  "Cop  From  Hell's 
Kitchen." 

At  Paramount:   "Opened  by  Mis- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Quebec  Permits  Chilren  to  See  Metro's 

"Wizard  of  Oz";  Provincial  Law  Relaxed 

Montreal — Children,  accompanied  by  their  parents  or  an  adult,  are  allowed  to  see 
"The  Wizard  of  Oz"  now  showing  at  Loew's  Theater,  Provincial  law  on  the  admission 
of  minors  fo  theaters  having  been  relaxed  for  this  partcular  film.  Announcement  to 
this  effect  came  from  Gilbert  Layton,  Minister  without  Portfolio.  He  emphasized 
that  he  had  raised  the  issue  with  the  Attorney-General's  Department  and  that  Premier 
Maurice  Duplessis  had  given  his  permission  to  lift  the  ban  on  minors  so  they  could 
enjoy  Metro's  screen  version  of  the  fantasy.  Hundreds  of  Montreal  children  saw  the 
film   at  all   showings  Sunday. 


NO  "U"  SALARY  GUTS,  CRESCENT  AMUSEMENT 


SCULLY  ASSURES  AIDES 


No  salary  cuts  are  contemplated 
by  Universal  even  though  the  Eu- 
ropean war  has  curtailed  foreign 
grosses,  six  district  managers  were 
informed  at  week-end  conferences 
with  William  Scully,  general  sales 
manager.  However,  the  district 
chiefs  were  instructed  to  eliminate 
waste  wherever  possible  and  to  op- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Union  Talks  Extension 

of  F  &  M  House  Picketing 

St.  Louis — Picketing  of  six  nabes 
owned  by  the  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.,  being  operated  by  Fanchon  & 
Marco  under  a  10-year  contract  by 
local    143    may    possibly    spread   to 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


DEMANDS  PARTICULARS 


Nashville,  Tenn. — Sources  close  to 
the  defense  in  the  Government's 
anti-trust  action  against  the  Cres- 
cent Amusement  Co.,  et  al,  assert 
here  that  the  hearings  in  the  case, 
tentatively  scheduled  to  be  held  on 
Friday,  will  not  get  under  way  until 
a  later  date. 

Over  the  week-end,  the  defendants 
filed  a  motion  for  a  bill  of  particu- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Says  Brit.  Actors  Here  Safe 
in  Signing  New  Pix  Contracts 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — That  British  subjects 
now  working  in  Hollywood  pictures 
will  not  be  required  to  enter  war 
service     immediately     inasmuch     as 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Allied  of  New  Jersey  Votes  Against 
Boosting  Scales  in  Member  -Theaters 


Edward  Maertz,  Prexy 

of  Wisconsin  ITPA,  Dead 

Milwaukee  —  Edward  F.  Maertz, 
56,  pioneer  Milwaukee  exhibitor,  and 
president  of  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin, 
is  dead  here.  During  his  26  years 
in  theater  business,  Maertz  operated 
Comfort  and  Zenith  theaters.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son. 


Allied  of  New  Jersey  yesterday 
voted  against  raising  admission 
prices  in  the  member-theaters.  After 
a  thorough  discussion  of  the  situa- 
tion, it  was  decided  that  this  was  no 
time  to  either  cut  or  advance  price 
scales,  but  maintain  present  levels 
until  the  box  offices  reflect  the  eco- 
nomic situation  one  way  or  another. 

In  discussing  product  buying, 
members      complained     that      some 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Unit   Prexy  Says   National   Is 

Attempting  to  Raid  State 

Membership 

Denying  that  there  was  any  split 
in  New  York  Allied  and  accusing 
national  Allied  of  attempting  to 
"raid"  the  membership  of  the  state 
unit,  Max  Cohen,  president,  hurled 
a  blast  at  the  national  leaders  in  a 
bulletin  issued  yesterday.  Cohen 
also  declared  that  E.  Thornton  Kelly 
was  no  longer  executive  secretary  of 
the  association  and  that  the  latter 
had  no  authority  to  call  the  meeting 
scheduled  for  today  in  Syracuse  or 
to  speak  directly  or  indirectly  where 
New    York    Allied   is   concerned. 

The  meeting  in  Syracuse  was 
called  assertedly  to  form  a  new  or- 
ganization which  would  affiliate  with 
national  Allied.  The  gathering  was 
called  by  Kelly,  who  stated  over  the 
week-end  that  he  did  so  at  the  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

TALK  CAMERAMEN'S 
CONTRACT  ON  COAST 


Negotiations  between  Pat  Casey, 
producers'  labor  representative,  and 
William  Bioff,  IATSE  representa- 
tive, and  Charles  Downs,  business 
agent  for  Local  644,  Eastern  camera- 
mens'  union,  will  be  started  imme- 
diately   in   Hollywood,   with    Downs 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


RCA,  Farnsworth  Sign 

Tele  Patent  Agreement 

Patent  license  agreements  have 
been  signed  by  RCA  and  the  Farns- 
worth Television  &  Radio  Corpora- 
tion by  which  each  party  has  the 
right   to   use   the   inventions   of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


M  of  T  Suspends  Plans 

for  Commercial  Films 


The  March  of  Time  has  temporar- 
ily suspended  plans  for  production  of 
commercial  motion  pictures,  it  was 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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154i/2  1521/z   1521/2  —  3 

1561/g  156%  1561/s     

9  83A      9        

323,4  31         3234  +  1% 


7i/4 


71/4  +     1/4 


81/2  8i/8  81/2  +     1/8 

111/2  103/4  10^4       

1%  11/2  11/2  —    Va 

131/s  13i/8  i3y4  +     i/8 

221/2  221/2  221/2  —     1/2 
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BOND   MARKET 


Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3!/2s46...   93l/2  93i/2  93l/2   +     1/2 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.  Picts.  6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 !/4s47    78l/2     78         78       —     1/2 

RKO    6s41     531/g     53        53—2 

Warner  Bros.' cv.  6s39     

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  80         80        80      —     1/2 
NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 11/4       1 V4       1  !4     

Technicolor     11 1/2     lH/8     IH/2     

Trans-Lux 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.  Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 
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Chicago  Mayor  Proclaims 
MP  Week,  Lauds  Industry 

Chicago — Acting  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Joseph  Esler,  The  Film 
Daily's  local  correspondent,  Mayor 
Edward  J.  Kelly  has  issued  a  proc- 
lamation setting  aside  the  period 
Oct.  6-12  as  Motion  Picture  Week 
and  calling  upon  all  citizens  to  co- 
operate "to  the  fullest  possible  ex- 
tent in  the  celebration  of  this  im- 
portant  event." 

Proclamation  cites  that  films  "have 
constituted  one  of  the  important 
steps  in  the  progress  of  America 
and  have  contributed  in  great  meas- 
ure to  the  advance  of  this  country's 
education,  culture,  science,  industry 
and  commerce"  and  further  stresses 
that  the  industry  "has  become  one 
of  the  leading  industries  of  the 
world  and  has  provided  extensive 
employment  for  our  citizens." 


S-W  Weighs  Duals  for  Nabe 
Use,  Not  Philly  Capitol 

Philadelphia  —  The  Stanley-War- 
ner circuit  is  considering  putting 
twin  bills  into  some  of  its  neighbor- 
hood houses  here  to  compete  with  in- 
dependent theaters  using  a  dual 
policy,  it  was  reported  yesterday.  To 
date  no  Stanley-Warner  house  has 
ever  played  a  double  bill  in  this  ter- 
ritory. 

S-W  executives  here  deny  that 
their  first-run  Capitol  in  the  down- 
town area  will  change  its  policy, 
even  though  duals  may  be  adopted 
in  some  of  the  circuit's  houses.  It 
was  stated  that  the  matter  had  not 
even  been  considered  regarding  the 
Capitol. 


Circuits-306  Meet  Tomorrow 
on  Wage  Dispute  Arbitrator 

Meeting  scheduled  yesterday  for 
approval  or  rejection  of  a  fifth  ar- 
bitrator in  the  wage  dispute  between 
the  New  York  circuits  and  Local 
306,  projectionists  union,  was  post- 
poned until  tomorrow. 

The  fifth  man  has  been  named,  ac- 
cording to  a  stipulation  in  the  union's 
contract  with  the  circuits,  but  he 
must  be  approved  by  both  sides. 
He  immediately  will  be  confirmed  by 
the  Court  if  the  selection  is  agree- 
able. 


"Rains"  Keeps  Up  Record 

Reports  received  at  the  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox offices  in  New  York  show 
that  "The  Rains  Came,"  which  has 
topped  "Jesse  James"  in  all  of  its 
engagements,  has  received  double 
playing  time  in  97  per  cent  of  the 
total  bookings  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 


Immerman  Testifies 

Chicago — General  Manager  Walter 
Immerman  of  B  &  K  was  questioned 
for  two  hours  yesterday  by  Attorney 
Sigmund  David  in  a  hearing  on  the 
W.  H.  Young  Gary  Theater  case. 
Max  Halperin,  Warner  booking  man- 
ager, was  excused  until  today's  hear- 
ing. 


Griffith  Denies  Trying 

to  Block  Competition 

Oklahoma  City  —  Defendants  in 
the  Oklahoma  Theaters  Inc.  (Mo- 
mand)  application  for  an  injunction 
to  procure  pictures  for  its  Odeon 
theater  in  Shawnee,  have  filed 
answers  in  Federal  Court  here.  The 
theater  company  asks  that  the  court 
force  defendant  distributors  to  sell 
it  film  not  already  under  contract 
for  Shawnee.  It  alleges  that  there 
are  many  films  in  local  vaults  not 
contracted  for  in  Shawnee  and 
which  distributors  have  refused  to 
lease   it. 

Competitor     Griffith     Amusement 
Co.,    also   named   a   defendant,   filed 
an   answer  stating  that  it  was  not 
attempting  to  stop  competition  from 
the   Odeon,   as   alleged   in  the  peti 
tion,    and    asked    that    the    suit    be 
dismissed.       Separate    motions    pre 
senting  similar  denial  answers   and 
asking   dismissal   were   filed  by   de- 
fendants Paramount  Film  Distribut 
ing    Corporation,    RKO    Radio    Pic 
tures    Inc.,    Loew's,    Inc.,    Universal 
Film     Exchanges,     Inc.,     Twentieth 
Century-Fox   Film    Corp.,    Columbia 
Pictures  and  Vitagraph,  Inc. 


Holmden  Called  to  Coast 

as  Grand  Jury  Witness 

Cleveland — Settlement  of  the  op- 
erators' wage  scale  with  subsequent 
run  theater  owners,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  agreement  which  ex- 
pired Aug.  31  is  postponed  until 
Harland  Holmden,  business  manager 
of  Local  160  and  national  vice-presi- 
dent, returns  from  the  Coast  where 
he  was  called  to  testify  before  the 
Federal  Grand  Jury  investigating 
asserted  labor  racketeering  and  tax 
evasion  in  the  industry. 


Cincy  Branch  Captures 

Metro's  Sales  Contest 


Cincinnati — E.  M.  Booth,  man- 
ager, announces  M-G-M's  Cincy  of- 
fice led  the  company's  32  branches 
in  the  1938-39  sales  and  billing  con- 
test. Awards  include  two  weeks' 
salary  for  salesmen  and  bookers,  one 
week's  for  entire  personnel. 

The  entire  branch  will  be  guests 
at  a  Victory  dinner,  Friday,  with 
the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh 
branches  as  hosts. 


31  of  20th-Fox's  '39-40  Pix 
Now  Completed  or  in  Work 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Thirty-one  of  the  48 
pix  to  be  produced  here  by  20th-Fox 
for  1939-40  release  are  finished,  in 
the  cutting  room  or  in  production. 
All  remaining  pix  will  be  before 
the  camera  by  early  January  and  the 
company  expects  to  have  entire  line- 
up completed  early  the  following 
month. 


J.  J.  Grady  III 

Cincinnati — J.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fox 
mgr.,  is  confined  to  his  home  by  ill- 
ness. 


cominc  mid  GOinG 


WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY  and  F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY 
leave  for  Dallas  tomorrow. 

HERBERT  WICOX  and  his  star,  ANNA 
NEAGLE  returned  to  Hollywood  yesterday  after 
a  series  of  personal  appearances  at  special  pre- 
views  of    "Nurse    Edith    Cavell." 

BEN  COETZ  and  MRS.  COETZ  ar,  .  the 
Waldorf. 

DEL  GOODMAN,  far  Eastern  manager  for  20th- 
Fox,  has  returned  to  New  York  after  a  Coast 
vacation.  He  expects  to  return  to  the  Orient 
on    the    President  Coolidge   on   Oct.    17. 

W.  E.  CALLAWAY,  Warner  Coast  district 
manager,  returns  to  Hollywood  this  week  after 
home   office   conferences. 

CHARLES  DOWNS,  business  agent  for  Local 
644,  cameraman's  union,  arrives  in  Hollywood 
this    morning    from    New    York. 

SAMUEL  ROSEN,  of  Rosen's  Film  Deliveries 
and  theater  interests  in  Connecticut,  is  vaca- 
tioning  in   Maine. 

DECHANTEL  SMITH,  of  the  Paramount  ex- 
change staff.  New  Haven,  is  taking  a  vaca- 
tion in  the  West. 

JACK   BENNY   has   returned   to   Hollywood. 

AL  BYRNE,  secretary  to  John  Balaban,  is 
vacationing  in  Connecticut. 

I.  JACOBSON,  manager  of  the  operators  and 
booth  equipment  for  B  &  K,  is  spending  a  vaca- 
tion  in   the   north   woods. 

CHICO  MARX  and  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
at  the  Blackstone  Hotel  in  Chicago  for  a  few 
days  stay. 

MARY  MARTIN  has  returned  to  New  York 
after  completing  a  role  in  a  forthcoming  Para- 
mount   production. 

JANE  WITHERS  arrives  here  shortly  from  the 
Coast  for  a  vacation. 

CEORCE  B.  WEST  has  returned  from  the 
Coast,    via   a    Chicago    stopover. 


Would  Stop  Films  Showing 

Unprofessional  Lawyers 

Syracuse — Onondaga  County  Bar 
Association  at  its  annual  meeting- 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  on  Onon- 
daga county  theater  managers  to 
cease  exhibiting  pictures  asserted 
as  a  motion  picture  campaign  to 
exploit  "sharp,  shrewd  unprofes- 
sional and  trickster  lawyers"  as  a 
reflection  on  the  entire  legal  profes- 
sion. Copies  will  be  forwarded  to 
producers  and  the  American  Bar 
Association. 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the    following   on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER  3 

James  R.   Crainger 

■    Leo    McCarey 

Claude   Allister 

Lou   Guimond 

Frank  B.  Good 

Henry    Clive 
Edward  Raftery 


ZORINA 


"ON  YOUR  TOES" 

with 

EDDIE  ALBERT 

ALAN  HALE  •  FRANK  McHUGH 
Directed  by  RAY  ENRIGHT 

Screen   Play  by  Jerry  Wald  and   Richard  Macaulay 

Adaptation  by  Sig  Herzig  and  Lawrence  Riley  •  Based 

on    the    Musical    Play    by    RICHARD    RODGERS, 

LORENZ  HART  and  GEORGE  ABBOTT 

A   First  National   Picture 


Who  isn  u 


They've  previewed  1'ON  YOUR  TOES7 land 
mama!  —that  Zorina!  If  The  Old  Maid1  made 
you  happy  this'll  make  you  turn  hand- 
springs! It's  a  Warner  biggie— looks  like  THE 
biggest!  More  about  it  later. ..a  lot  more! 


TW 
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N.  J.  ALLIED  WOULD 
KEEP  PRESENT  SCALES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

majors  were  not  selling  in  accordance 
with  their  announced  policies,  espe- 
cially in  regard  to  forcing  of  shorts 
and  cancellation  privileges.  How- 
ever, Lee  Newbury,  president,  said 
that  it  may  be  that  the  sales  staffs 
had  not  been  informed  of  recent 
changes  in  selling  plans  and  that 
New  Jersey  Allied  was  willing  to 
give  them  the  benefit  of  the  doubt 
for  the  time  being. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  to  be  held  at  the  Cochrane 
House,  Newton,  on  Oct.  17. 


Says  Brit.  Actors  Here  Safe 
in  Signing  New  Pix  Contracts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

England  has  more  volunteers  than  it 
needs,  was  the  statement  made  by 
Herbert  Wilcox  yesterday  on  his  re- 
turn to  Hollywood. 

He  declared  that  he  and  his  star, 
Anna  Neagle,  had  planned  to  return 
to  England  immediately  but  were  ad- 
vised by  British  authorities  that  they 
should  remain  in  Hollywood  until 
such  time  as  they  would  be  needed. 

He  said  he  believed  that  British 
subjects  here  would  be  safe  in  sign- 
ing new  picture  contracts  and  that 
no  one  would  be  forced  to  leave  in 
the  middle  of  a  production. 

Wilcox  declared  he  had  no  imme- 
diate production  plans,  but  predicted 
that  as  a  result  of  foreign  production 
being  at  a  very  low  ebb  production  in 
Hollywood  would  boom. 


u. 


S.  Distributors  Resume 
Trade  Shows  in  London 


London  (By  Cable) — As  a  sign 
that  normalcy — or  something  akin  to 
it — is  approaching  in  the  British 
trade,  RKO  Radio  yesterday  inaugu- 
rated a  series  of  six  screenings  at  the 
Cambridge  Theater.  Pix  to  be  trade 
shown  through  Friday  include  "Con- 
spiracy," "Nurse  Edith  Cavell,"  "The 
Day  the  Bookies  Wept,"  "In  Name 
Only,"  "Shadowed  Eyes"  and  "Meet 
Maxwell  Archer,"  latter  two  British 
pix. 

UA  showed  "An  Englishman's 
Home"  at  the  Pavilion  yesterday; 
Metro  shows  "These  Glamour  Girls" 
today,  and  Paramount  has  "Million 
Dollar  Legs"  set  for  today,  "Our 
Leading  Citizen"  and  "Island  of  Lost 
Men"  tomorrow,  "Range  War"  on 
Thursday  and  "Night  Work"  on  Fri- 
day. 


Extending 

Time 

Chicago — Indicative    of 

the    attention 

being    given    to    extended 

playing 

time, 

"The    Women"    is    in    its 

fourth    at    the 

United    Atists   and   "Beau 

Geste," 

ditto, 

at   the   Apollo.      "In    Name   Only" 

holds 

at  the  RKO  Palace,  and  ' 

The  Old 

Maid" 

at  the  B  &  K  Chicago. 

4LCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •      THERE'S   no   longer   such   a   thing   as   isolation in    the 

U.S. A and  we're  convinced  of  it although  we're  ready  to  ad- 
mit   that    Isolationists    and    Non-Isolationists     exist For    many 

years there   has   been    a    crack-pot    theory to    the    effect    that 

folks  in  the  great  open  spaces  of  our  land didn't  think  in  parallel 

with  city  slickers The  truth  is  that  people  are  so  essentially  people 

that  they  are  interested  fundamentally  in  fundamental  things 

and  that's  that As  if  in  proof  that  we  all  apply  our  scrutiny 

and  gray-matter  to  the  basic  problems  in  life up  bobs  Cheyenne .... 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WHAT  happened  in  the  Wyoming  capital has  a 

lesson  attached  to  it which  far  outweighs  the  event  to  which 

we  allude According  to  reports the  'test-run"  out  there 

of  Monogram's  new  feature "The  Fight  for  Peace" 

narrated   by  David   Ross from   the   commentary   penned    by 

Hendrik  Willem  Van  Loon kicked  up  quite  a  cloud  of  dust 

still   according   to   reports the   populace   of    Cheyenne 

was  so  interested  in  the  current   question of  keeping 

America  out  of  war that  folks  "hopped  on  their  ponies" 

gave  a  cold  shoulder  to  a  local  pix  which  was  a  downright  wow 

and  rode  over,  preferentially to  see  "The  Fight  for 

Peace" The  important  thing  is  that  this  collective  act 

demonstrates  convincingly  and  conclusively that  in  the  broad 

matters  affecting  our  national  life   and  well-being there   is 

no  difference  twixt  the  mental  processes  of  the  Wyoming  citizenry 
and  the  city  slickers 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      TRADE  and  met.  daily  critics put  on  their  bibs  yes'day 

noon as  guests  of  the  French  Cinema  Center to  celebrate  the 

advent    of    "Harvest* ' at    the    World    Theater    here Luncheon 

was  at  the  Champlain  Restaurant  in  West  49th  St as  is  the  the- 
ater  Present   included.  ..  .Kelcey    (Women's   Wear)   Allen.   F.    (NBC) 

Auberjounois.  B.  (New  York  Post)  Goldreyer.  the  Messrs.  Chauncey  and 

Dana  of  the  Herald  Trib Arthur  Carf ield  Hays Bob  Hatch  of 

the   Viking   Press The    Times   contingent   comprised   Frank    Nugent, 

Bosley  Crowther,  Tom  Pryor,  Max  Ginsburg  and  A.  R.  Dwyer Repre- 
senting the  French  Cinema  Center distributor  of  the  film 

were  Andre  Heymann,  president Charles  Jahrblum,  who  titled  and 

edited  the  pix Herman  Weinberg,  publicity  director S.  Ernest 

Pelson,  general  sales  manager Gilbert  Josephson,  who  operates  the 

World  Theater was   there,  too with  Mrs.  Josephson and 

of  course  the  trade  press  was  well  represented 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  long  arm  of  the  industry It  is  a  long  arm, 

too when   you   stop   to   think Ceferino   Garcia the 

Philippine  bolo  puncher,  who  battled  Fred  Apostoli in  the 

Garden  last  night was  once  upon  a  time  the  chauffeur 

for  a  former  Manila  manager  for  20th-Fox  in  that  city.  .  .     9  Just 

out a  new  book  on  flying  by  William  Chambliss 20th- 

Fox  publicity  department  contact  with  the  met.  papers Sub- 
ject matter  of  the  opus  deals  with  Navigation,  Meteorology,  Civil 
Air  Regulations,  and  sundry 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      TODAY'S  Fadeout  Line courtesy   of  Charles   H.   Ryan 

who  edits  the  Exploitation  Bulletin for  Warners'  Chicago  The- 
aters  "Give    me    the    man    who    instead of    telling    you    what 

should  be  done goes  ahead  and  does  it" 


SCHINE  INJUNCTION 
DECISION  RESERVED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

D.  C,  special  attorney  for  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Justice. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ^  1-day 
session,  Judge  Knight  se  next 
Tuesday  for  continuance  oi*  argu- 
ments. At  that  time  all  motions 
for  bills  of  particulars  will  be  heard. 

In  arguing  for  dismissal  of  the 
injunction,  Attorney  Wood  said  his 
clients  are  not  engaged  in  inter- 
state commerce  and  that  exhibition 
of  films  is  purely  "local  business" 
and  not  within  the  realm  of  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  Act  nor  Federal 
power. 

Krieger  declared  that  the  Schine 
group  purchased  films  "in  mass," 
which  restrained  trade  and  consti- 
tuted "anti-trust  act  violation." 

O'Brian  asked  dismissal  "because 
the  injunction  would  freeze  out  the 
film  market  for  distributors."  Wood 
added  that  it  was  within  the  right 
~>f  the  exhibitor  "to  buy  whatever 
pictures  he  sees  fit,  regardless  of 
what  the  competitor  may  want." 


RCA,  Farnsworth  Sign 

Tele  Patent  Agreement 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

other  in  television  and  other  fields, 
RCA  announced  yesterday. 

RCA  has  acquired  a  non-exclusive 
license  under  Farnsworth  patents 
for  television  receivers,  transmitters 
and  "other  radio  and  sound  record- 
ing and  reproducing  apparatus." 

Farnsworth  has,  in  turn,  acquired 
a  standard  non-exclusive  license  for 
broadcast  and  television  receivers 
and  electrical  phonographs  under 
RCA  patents  and  also  other  non- 
exclusive licenses  for  television  and 
broadcast  transmitters  and  "for  its 
other  field  of  business."  Neither 
organization  acquires  any  right  to 
grant  sub-licenses  to  third  parties 
under  the  patents  of  the  other  cor- 
poration. 


"U"  Chi.  Branch  Ready 

to  Tackle  Indie  Deals 

Chicago — Universal's  Chicago  ex- 
change, upon  the  return  of  Peck 
Gommersall  from  New  York  con- 
ferences, will  concentrate  on  deals 
with  indies  in  the  local  territory. 

"U's"  branch,  in  addition  to  clos- 
ing deals  with  all  down-state  cir- 
cuits, has  signed  Essaness,  Warner, 
Alliance  and  Indiana  and  Illinois 
circuits  here. 


«      «      « 


»      »      » 


Solved!  !  ! 


Denver — The  question  of  what  to  do 
when  you  win  an  auto  on  your  girl 
friend's  ticket,  presented  itself  to  Ben 
Achziger,  who  attended  the  auto  draw- 
ing at  the  Cover  Theater,  Fort  Morgan 
The  drawing  was  by  number— and  the 
number  was  the  one  he  held  but  the 
ticket  belonged  to  Esther  Mills.  They 
solved  it  by  marriage,  routing  a  iudee 
out  of  bed.  '     8 
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NO  "U"  SALARY  GUTS, 
SCULLY  ASSURES  AIDES 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

erate  the  branches  in  their  areas 
on  an  economical  basis. 

"-nlly  told  the  district  leaders 
th~Ey2he  company  must  depend  large- 
ly on  the  domestic  market  for  its 
major  gross  business  and  that  every 
effort  must  be  made  to  increase  busi- 
ness in  this  country. 

Sales  policies  were  discussed  and 
a  screening  of  "The  Road  Back"  was 
held.  District  men  attending  the 
sessions  were  A.  J.  O'Keefe,  Los  An- 
geles; E.  T.  Gomersall,  Chicago; 
Pete  Dana,  Kansas  City;  H.  D. 
Graham,  Atlanta;  Dave  Miller, 
Cleveland,  and  A.  J.  Herman,  New 
York   City. 

Scully  and  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy 
leave  tomorrow  for  Dallas  to  con- 
fer on  a  new  product  real  with  the 
Interstate    Circuit. 


Crescent  Amusement  Co. 
Demands  Bill  of  Particulars 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lars  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  for 
the  Middle  District  of  Tennessee, 
Nashville  Division,  seeking  from  the 
Government  wide  amplification  of  the 
charges  which  embraced  conspiracy, 
monopoly,  and  restraint  of  trade  with 
respect  to  film  trade. 

Defendant  group,  in  addition  to 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  comprises 
Lyric  Amusement  Co.  Inc.;  Nu- 
Strand  Corp.;  Cumberland  Amuse- 
ment Co.;  Strand  Enterprises,  Inc.; 
Rockwood  Amusements,:  Inc.;  Cher- 
okee Amusements  Co.;  Kentucky 
Amusement,  Inc.;  and  several  indi- 
viduals. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cleveland — Jack  Essick,  son  of 
Percy  E.  Essick  of  the  Scoville,  Es- 
sick and  Reif  circuit,  and  of  Mrs. 
Essick,  was  married  on  Thursday  to 
Miss  Shirley  Lois  McNamara  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Akron. 
Ray  Essick,  brother  of  the  groom 
was  best  man,  and  Mrs.  Ray  Essick 
was  matron  of  honor.  After  a 
honeymoon  trip  East,  the  couple 
will  make  their  home  in  Cleveland 
where  Jack  is  associated  with  his 
father. 


Indianapolis  —  William  Schwartz, 
booker  at  the  M-G-M  exchange  here, 
will  be  married  to  Roslyn  Rosenbluh, 
Dec.  17  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
New  York  City. 


Greenfield,  Mass. — It  will  be  wed- 
ding bells  for  Herbert  Brown,  man- 
ager of  the  Waller  Theater  in 
Laurel,  Del.  and  Gerda  Rosenzweig 
of  this  place.  Brown  was  formerly 
with  Western  Massachusetts  The- 
aters, Inc. 


Canadian  Film  industry  Aids  Enrollment 

Of  Dominion  Women  for  War-Time  Service 

Toronto — Canadian  film  industry  is  aiding  in  speeding  up  the  voluntary  registration 
of  Dominion  women  for  war  service.  National  publicity  committee  for  the  survey  of 
woman-power  has  Ray  Lewis  of  the  Moving  Picture  Digest  as  chairman.  Many  theaters 
are  co-operating  by  making  facilities     available  for  booths. 


Tri-States  Seeking  Writ  I  Union  Talks  Extension 

to  Bar  Goldberg  Opening        of  F  &  M  House  Picketing 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

berg,  circuit  owner,  from  opening 
the  State  theater.  All  three  houses 
are  within  three  blocks  of  each 
other  in  main  business  sector. 

Five  corporations  in  which  Gold- 
berg is  said  to  be  interested  also 
are  named.  Petition  states  the 
World  Realty  Co.,  which  holds  99- 
year  leases  on  the  Omaha  and  State, 
agreed  in  1934,  when  subletting  the 
Omaha  to  Tri-States,  to  keep  the 
State  dark  during  that  period. 

Petition  sets  forth  that  downtown 
sector  is  already  overseated  and 
charges  that  State  and  Omaha 
houses  are  so  close  that  if  former 
were  reopened,  latter  would  lose 
$15,000   a   month   in  grosses. 

Also  named  as  defendant  is 
Adolph  L.  Kaplan,  former  New  York 
fur  dealer,  who  will  open  and  op- 
erate the  State.  Goldberg  previous- 
ly had  told  Film  Daily  he  was  only 
an  advisor  and  that  Kaplan  was 
sole  owner  but  the  petition  charges 
that  Kaplan  is  in  Goldberg's  pay. 

Petition  quotes  trade  papers  which 
reported  new  house  would  open 
about  Oct.  15. 


National  Radio  Ad  Rate 

Suggested  for  %  Films 

Donahue  &  Coe  has  revived  the 
question  of  national  and  local  sta- 
tion rates  with  a  letter  sent  to  out- 
lets which  have  received  contracts 
for  spot  advertising  Metro's  "The 
Women."  Station  managers  are 
asked  to  indicate  the  cost  of  adver- 
tising if  it  had  been  placed  at  the 
local  rate,  instead  of  the  national 
figure.  Agency  also  requests  sta- 
tions to  submit  both  local  and  na- 
tional rate  cards. 

Although  the  letters  do  not  def- 
initely state  that  any  change  of 
policy  is  planned,  it  is  believed  that 
the  agency  is  making  a  study  of 
comparative  costs.  One  station 
representative  who  has  received  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  the  station 
to  which  it  was  sent,  declares  that  if 
pictures  are  issued  to  theaters  on  a 
percentage  basis,  the  business  should 
be   classified   as   national. 


Six  Regional  Premieres 

Six  regional  premieres  of  "Holly- 
wood Cavalcade,"  new  20th-Fox 
Technicolor  special,  will  be  held  this 
week,  it  was  announced  yesterday. 
Picture  opens  today  in  Los  Angeles, 
on  Friday  in  Cincinnati,  Philadelphia, 
Omaha  and  Houston,  and  on  Satur- 
day in  Dallas.  Trade  showings  are 
being  held  throughout  the  country 
this  week.  General  release  date  on 
the  film  is  Oct.  13. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

19  other  houses  opened  by  F  &  M, 
according  to  Robert  A.  Roessel,  at- 
torney for  the  union.  The  picket- 
ing began  because  of  a  dispute  over 
the  employment  of  nine  projection- 
ists who  are  reported  to  be  adher- 
ents of  John  P.  Nick,  ousted  head 
of   local   143. 

The  nine  projectionists  have  been 
suspended  from  the  union,  although 
not  dropped  from  membership,  be- 
cause of  their  acceptance  of  assign- 
ments from  F  &  M  without  consent 
or  knowledge  of  the  local. 

The  theaters  involved  thus  far 
are  the  Dakota,  Granada,  Lafayette, 
Maffitt,  Pageant  and  Shady  Oak,  the 
latter  being  situated  in  Clayton,  a 
suburb. 


Pittsburgh  V.  C.  Dinner 

on  Oct.  29  Honors  Cohn 


Pittsburgh — Eleventh  annual  ban- 
quet of  the  local  Variety  Club,  Tent 
No.  1,  in  honor  of  Chief  Barker  Ira 
H.  Cohn  and  associate  officers,  wil' 
be  held  at  the  William  Penn  Hotel 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  29.  Large  attend- 
ance of  industry  execs,  is  anticipated. 

John  H.  Harris,  national  chief 
barker,  who  is  also  general  chairman, 
has  appointed  more  than  150  on  com- 
mittees for  the  forthcoming  ban- 
quet.     Following    are    chairmen: 

Reception,  Harry  Kalmine;  speak- 
ers' table  reception,  James  G.  Bal- 
mer;  hotel  reservations,  Harold  C. 
Lund;  midway,  Brady  McSwigan; 
lights-switchboard-spots,  C.  J.  Lat- 
ta;  props  and  circus  animals,  Bill 
Zeiler;  speakers'  table,  Frank  J. 
Harris;  dinner  menu,  Harry  Kra- 
mer; publicity  and  program.  George 
D.  Tyson;  speaker,  Dr.  A.  I.  Wise; 
golf  and  football,  Art  Levy;  tickets, 
James  G.  Balmer;  refreshments, 
Mike  Gallagher  and  Harry  Kramer; 
program  distribution-ushers-attend- 
ants-doormen. Bill  Zeiler;  transpor- 
tation, Ray  Downey;  public  address 
system  and  projection,  Ben  Brown 
and  Larry  Katz;  seating,  John  T. 
McGreevey;  decorations.  Harry  D. 
Harris;  radio,  Bernie  Armstrong; 
advertising  for  program,  Harry 
Feldman;  program  advertising  out- 
of-town  theaters,  Burt  Bishop;  the 
show,  Harry  Kalmine;  hotel  arrange- 
ments, Jerry  O'Neil;  transportation- 
trucks,  George  Callahan;  music  and 
rehearsal,   Jerry   Mayhall. 


Louis  Plate  Dead 

Milwaukee,  Wis — Louis  Plate.  78, 
for  30  years  owner  of  the  Climax 
theater,  is  dead  here.  Plate,  who 
had  been  retired  for  the  past  10 
years,  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three 
daughters,  three  sons,  a  brother  and 
a  sister. 


A  F  OF  L  CONTINUES 
FIGHT  ON  NEELY  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

selling'  in  the  leasing  of  motion-pic- 
ture films  in  interstate  and  foreign 
commerce  passed  the  Senate  despite 
the  opposition  of  all  organizations 
of  employes  in  the  film  industry," 
the  report   states. 

"If  the  bill  becomes  a  law,  it  will 
mean  that  production  schedules  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  will  be 
cut  in  half  and  thus  directly  affect 
the  employment  of  some  282,000  per- 
sons who  are  employed  in  the  pro- 
duction, distribution  and  exhibition 
divisions  of  the  industry." 

"According  to  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Senate  Committee  on  Inter- 
state Commerce  there  are  276  crafts 
employed  in  the  industry  and  many 
thousands  of  these  workers  will  lose 
continuity  of  employment  or  be 
made  entirely  idle."  The  report 
points  out  that  President  William 
Green  "wrote  a  strong  letter  to  the 
leader  of  the  majority  in  which  he 
pointed  out  the  injury  that  would  be 
done  to  the  workers  in  the  industry 
by  creating  extensive  unemploy- 
ment." 


M  of  T  Suspends  Plans 

for  Commercial  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

learned  yesterday,  because  the  ef- 
forts of  the  March  of  Time  staff  are 
being  concentrated  entirely  on  "The 
Ramparts  We  Watch,"  the  first  full- 
length  feature  picture  now  in  produc- 
tion, and  on  the  emergencies  occa- 
sioned by  the  European  war  as  they 
affect  the  regular  monthly  releases 
of  the  March  of  Time. 


Richmond  Managers  Form 
Midnight  Bowling  League 

Richmond,  Va. — Local  managers 
have  organized  a  midnight  bowling 
league  which  started  a  28-week  sea- 
son last  night.  Teams  from  the 
following  theaters  are  represented: 
Colonial,  Park,  State,  Grand,  Lee, 
Carillon,  Loew's,  and  Brookland- 
Bellevue.  George  E.  Jones,  former 
manager  of  Loew's,  and  now  man- 
ager of  the  bowling  alleys,  was 
elected  president,  and  Stewart 
Tucker,  manager  of  the  State,  secre- 
tary. Other  managers  or  assistants 
who  will  bowl  are  A.  Frank  O'Brien, 
Robert  Eagan,  Charles  Hubbard. 
Keith  Caudle,  Harvey  Kelley,  Bob 
Coulter,  Floyd  Stawls,  Allen  Brown, 
Conrad  McRee,  Percy  Pollard,  Al 
Nowitsky,   Charles  Yerby. 


STORKS! 


Detroit — Harry  Lotz,  booker  for 
United  Artists,  is  the  father  of  an 
8%  pound  boy. 


Cincinnati — Universal's  Bob  Lon- 
neman  is  father  of  a  son,  born  Sat- 
urday. 
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"Eternally  Yours" 

with  David  Niven,  Loretta  Young, 

Hugh  Herbert 

United  Artists  95  Mins. 

ROMANTIC  COMEDY  WITH  FINE  CAST 
IS  SURE-FIRE  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  ALL 
AUDIENCES. 

This  is  just  what  the  exhibitor  ordered. 
Romance,  comedy  and  drama  are  all  wrapped 
up  in  a  neat  package  labeled,  entertain- 
ment plus.  Any  type  of  audience  is  sure  to 
like  it.  The  film  is  top-flight  in  every 
respect.  The  sophisticated  original  story  and 
screenplay  contributed  by  Gene  Towne  and 
Graham  Baker  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired 
in  its  smooth  march  of  events.  The  direction 
of  Tay  Garnett  is  expert,  with  just  the  right 
amount  of  emphasis  on  the  dramatic  se- 
quences and  a  neat  handling  of  the  comedy. 
On  top  of  this,  the  picture  has  been 
complemented  with  a  fine  cast  that  makes 
the  utmost  of  every  opportunity.  David 
Niven  assumes  new  stature  with  this  release 
as  a  top  male  name  with  a  smoothly  exe- 
cuted performance  as  a  lady-killing  magi- 
cian. Loretta  Young  is  attractive,  capable, 
and  polished  as  Niven's  wife.  Hugh  Herbert 
draws  numerous  laughs  as  Niven's  butler, 
handy-man  and  what  not.  Bi  Hie  Burke, 
C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Broderick  Crawford,  ZaSu 
Pitts,  Virginia  Field  and  Raymond  Walburn 
give  finished  characterizations.  Crawford  is 
particularly  good.  Walter  Wanger  deserves 
a  mead  of  praise  for  the  film's  lustrous  pro- 
duction value.  Loretta,  about  to  be  married 
to  Crawford,  who  is  a  bit  on  the  stuffy  side 
and  a  fiend  for  fresh  air,  meets  Niven,  a 
handsome  magician  and  pseudo  fortune  teller. 
Instantly  attracted  to  each  other,  they  are 
married,  and  Loretta  becomes  part  of  the 
act.  However,  despite  their  love  for  each 
other  Loretta  wants  a  home  in  America  and 
a  family,  and  after  pawning  her  jewels  to 
build  a  house  she  leaves  Niven  when  he  re- 
fuses to  go  home  with  her.  Another  factor 
causing  their  splitup  was  brought  about  by 
Niven's  vanity  in  jumping  from  planes  while 
handcuffed,  ruining  her  peace  of  mind. 
Niven  follows  her  back  to  America,  but  be- 
fore he  can  catch  up  with  her  she  marries 
Crawford  following  a  quick  divorce.  Niven 
manages  to  get  a  bid  to  a  house  party  where 
Loretta  will  be,  but  he  leaves  when  his 
appeals  to  return  to  him  are  rejected.  How- 
ever, C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Loretta's  uncle  and 
also  a  bishop,  seeing  that  she  really  loves 
Niven,  discovers  that  her  second  marriage 
is  almost  illegal  and  can  be  easily  annulled. 
Loretta  goes  to  watch  Niven  jump  at  the 
World's  Fair  from  a  plane  and  when  he  is 
almost  killed  she  clearly  proves  to  Crawford 
that  she  loves  Niven  and  he  opens  the  way 
for  her  to  return  to  him.  The  sequence  at 
the  house  party  is  particularly  hilarious.  If 
Niven  is  conducting  a  one-man  war  to  win  a 
ranking  place  in  the  affections  of  audiences 
here,  the  war  is  over,  and  he  has  won  with 
his  performance  in  this  picture. 

CAST:  Loretta  Young,  David  Niven,  Hugh 
Herbert,  C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Billie  Burke, 
Broderick  Crawford,  Raymond  Walburn,  ZaSu 
Pitts,  Virginia  Field,  Ralph  Graves,  Eve 
Arden,  Lionel  Pape,  Dennie  Moore. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  Wanger;  di- 
rector, Tay  Garnett;  Original  Story  and 
Screenplay,  Gene  Towne  and  Graham  Baker; 
Cameraman,  Merrit  Gerstad;  Editor,  Dorothy 
Spencer. 

DIRECTION,     Expert.      PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Fine. 


"Hawaiian  Nights" 

with    Mary   Carlisle,   Johnny    Downs, 
Constance  Moore,  Eddie  Quillan 

Universal  65  Mins. 

MELODIOUS  LITTLE  MUSICAL  NUMBER 
WITH  POP  JUVES  WILL  APPEAL  TO  JIT- 
TERBUG TRADE. 

Combining  music,  a  breezy  story  and  a 
popular  group  of  young  actors  in  the  lead 
roles,  this  release  from  "U"  should  appeal 
to  the  pop  trade,  particularly  the  youthful 
swing  element.  The  cast,  headed  by  Johnny 
Downs,  Eddie  Quillan,  Mary  Carlisle  and  Con- 
stance Moore,  work  hard.  Etienne  Girardot 
and  Samuel  S.  Hinds  support  the  principals 
capably.  The  story,  which  is  somewhat  frail 
in  body,  has  been  kept  moving  to  offset  this 
deficiency,  with  pleasing  results.  Downs,  son 
of  a  hotel  magnate,  is  more  interested  in 
leading  a  band  of  his  own  than  running  his 
father's  hotels.  He  is  sent  to  learn  the  hotel 
business  in  Hawaii,  where  father,  Thurston 
Hall,  has  a  hotel.  However,  Johnny  and  his 
band  are  tossed  out  of  the  hotel  practically 
the  instant  swing  is  mentioned.  Constance 
Moore,  daughter  of  the  owner  of  a  rival 
hostelry,  lets  the  band  play  there  for  their 
room  and  board.  Everything  is  worked  out 
satisfactorily  when  the  band  is  a  big  suc- 
cess, pineapple  kind  Girardot,  gives  them  a 
contract  on  his  radio  show,  and  Hall  reluc- 
tantly approves  of  the  whole  proceeding. 

CAST:  Johnny  Downs,  Constance  Moore, 
Mary  Carlisle,  Eddie  Quillan,  Etienne  Girar- 
dot, Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Princess  Luana,  Thurs- 
ton Hall,  Robert  Emmett  Keane. 

CREDITS.  Producer,  Hax  H.  Golden;  Di- 
rector, Albert  S.  Rogell;  Screenplay,  Charles 
Grayson  and  Lee  Loeb;  Original  Story,  John 
Grey;  Cameraman,  Stanley  Cortez. 

DIRECTION,  Swift.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Bali"  Does  Biggest  2nd 
Week  in  Year  at  N.  Y.  Para. 


Paramount's  "Honeymoon  in  Bali," 
which  finishes  its  second  week  at  the 
New  York  Paramount  tonight,  is  as- 
sured the  biggest  second  week's 
"take"  since  "If  I  Were  King"  a 
year  ago,  according  to  Manager 
Robert  M.  Weitman. 

Additionally,  according  to  Para.'s 
home  office,  the  pix  is  running  ahead 
of  house  average  biz  and  favorable 
in  comparison  to  previous  Para.  b.o. 
hits  in  various  keys.  Home  office  was 
also  enthused  yesterday  over  the 
report  that  "What  a  Life"  was  run- 
ning 15  per  cent  ahead  of  "Man 
About  Town"  at  the  Strand,  Provi- 
dence. 


F.  W.  Georlitz  Expires 

Sheboygan,  Wis— F.  W.  Goerlitz, 
65,  for  17  years  an  employe  of  the 
Alexander  Film  Co.,  died  here.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  son  and 
two   sisters. 


Mrs.  Joe  Scotti  Dead 

Albuquerque,  N.  M.— Mrs.  Elynore 
Scotti,  wife  of  Joe  R.  Scotti,  man- 
ager of  the  Sunshine  Theater  here, 
is  dead. 


"The  Arizona  Kid" 

with  Roy  Rogers,  George  "Gabby" 

Hayes,  Stuart  Hamblen 

Republic  61  Mins. 

WESTERN  WITH  CIVIL  WAR  BACK- 
GROUND FALLS  BELOW  PAR  AS  ACTION 
LAGS. 

Starting  off  with  a  bang,  this  new  Roy 
Rogers  starrer  fails  to  sustain  its  opening 
pace,  and  the  action  lags  in  several  sequences 
in  the  picture.  However,  the  Rogers  fans 
will  undoubtedly  like  it,  as  Rogers  sings 
pleasingly  and  gets  his  man  after  the  cus- 
tomary amount  of  setbacks  and  difficulties. 
Rogers,  George  "Gabby"  Hayes,  and  Stuart 
Hamblen,  an  admirable  villain,  headline  the 
cast.  Sally  March  supplies  the  feminine  in- 
terest. Rogers  arrives  in  Missouri  town,  ac- 
companied by  Hayes,  to  sell  his  string  of 
Texas  horses.  He  meets  an  old  friend,  David 
Kerwin,  who  is  planning  to  join  a  band  of 
raiders.  The  Civil  War  starts  and  Rogers 
joins  the  Confederate  Army  as  a  scout. 
Hamblen  also  joins  the  Confederate  cause, 
with  Kerwin  among  his  men,  but  the  uniform 
merely  masks  his  activities  as  a  guerilla. 
Soon  his  notorious  fame  spreads  throughout 
the  country  and  Rogers  is  assigned  to  get 
him  when  the  Confederate  high  command 
learns  he  is  an  outlaw  in  their  uniform. 
The  usual  amount  of  riding  and  shooting 
take  place  before  Rogers  kills  Hamblen  in  a 
gun  duel.  Kerwin  is  shot  when  the  other 
members  of  the  band  are  caught. 

CAST:  Roy  Rogers,  George  "Gabby" 
Hayes,  Stuart  Hamblen,  David  Kerwin, 
Dorothy  Sebastian,  Sally  March,  Earl  Dwire, 
Peter  Fargo,  Fred  Burns. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer  and  Direc- 
tor, Joseph  Kane;  Screenplay,  Luci  Ward  and 
Gerald  Geraghty;  Original  Story,  Luci  Ward; 
Cameraman,  William  Nobles;  Editor,  Lester 
Orleback. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Ellery  Queen  Pix  Rights 

Acquired  by  J.  D.  Trop 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — J.  D.  Trop  has  secured 
the  motion  picture  rights  to  the  El- 
lery Queen  detective  stories.  Fif- 
teen books  and  many  magazine  sto- 
ries have  been  published  about  the 
detective.  CBS  broadcasts  a  weekly 
program  Sunday  night,  called  "Ad- 
ventures of  Ellery  Queen." 

Business  Screen  Selections 

First  Annual  Selections  of  out- 
standing commercial  film  produc- 
tions is  announced  by  the  editors 
of  Business  Screen  magazine  Pic- 
tures, totalling  29,  with  four  more 
netting  special  mention,  were  se- 
lected by  the  magazine's  reviewing 
committee  from  the  standpoint  of 
utility  and  circulation  rather  than 
technique 

Lou  Irwin  Moves 

Lou  Irwin,  with  headquarters 
formerly  in  the  Paramount  building, 
has  moved  into  new  and  larger 
quarters  at  522  Fifth  Ave. 


*  COmflTCRCIRL  * 


The  Middleton 


Family" 


(at   the   New   York   World's    Fair) 
(Westinghouse  Electric  &  Mfg.  Co.) 

Modern  Talking  Picture  Service       50  Mins. 

WELL-MADE  INDUSTRIAL  PACKING 
WIDE  APPEAL  VIA  HUMAN  INTEREST, 
ROMANCE,   COMEDY. 

Precedents  are  set  in  this  new  five- 
reeler,  salient  of  which  is  utilization  of  a 
full-blown  scenario  of  the  entertainment 
film  type.  Hitherto,  industrial  solons  have 
almost  invariably  made  their  motion  pic- 
tures for  audiences  of  their  own  stamp. 
But  here  is  a  production  which  has  far 
more  general  patron  appeal  than  prede- 
cessors. Admittedly,  Westinghouse  is  cast- 
ing an  eye  on  entertainment  film  outlets 
for  the  dissemination  of  its  promotional 
aims.  This  objective,  if,  indeed,  not  orig- 
inally planned,  must  have  loomed  large 
when  Audio  Productions,  as  the  producers, 
finished  their  creditable  job,  for  the  foot- 
age is  replete  with  excellent  shots  of  the 
current  New  York  World's  Fair,  and  pre- 
dominantly and  naturally  of  the  Westing- 
house exhibit  there.  Although  this  fea- 
ture-length attraction  is  regarded  by  West- 
inghouse as  carrying  "a  social  as  well  as 
a  commercial  message  but  these  are  never 
obtrusively  underscored,"  the  social  and 
commercial  elements  are  far  from  being 
unstressed.  Rather  they  are  accented  con- 
siderably more  than  Hollywood  would  ever 
care  or  dare  to  attempt  in  product  de- 
signed for  the  widest  of  public  consump- 
tion. Photographed  in  Technicolor,  the 
pix  is  visually  grand.  Orally,  too,  it  is 
top-flight.  Throughout  the  five  reels  is 
woven  a  nice  romantic  story,  with  copious 
spurs  of  human  interest  and  comedy,  the 
latter  being  supplied  by  young  James  Ly- 
don  whose  natural,  easy  acting  is  stand- 
out. Marjorie  Lord,  his  sister  in  the  plot, 
is  comely  and  efficient,  while  the  other 
cast  members  are  skillful  in  their  allotted 
roles.  More  careful  casting  might  have 
been  done  in  the  instance  of  the  film's 
young  Romeo,  who  eventually  wins  the 
heart  and  hand  of  Marjorie  Lord,  after 
she  finds  out  the  marital  unsuitability  of 
her  fiance,  George  J.  Lewis.  Young  Lydon 
and  Marjorie  Lord  are  the  youngsters  in 
the  Middleton  family  which  has  come  from 
the  mid-West  to  see  the  Fair.  How  the 
young  people's  future  is  to  be  cast  is  the 
crux  of  the  production,  and  the  Fair  can 
be  said  to  have  been  very  fair  to  them. 
Direction  is  very  good,  and  so  is  the  pho- 
tography. 

CAST:  Marjorie  Lord,  James  Lydon,  Ruth 
Lee,  Harry  Shannon,  Adora  Andrews,  Doug- 
las Stark,  George  J.  Lewis,  Georgette  Har- 
vey, Ray  Perkins,  Helen  Bennett. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Audio  Productions, 
Inc.;    Director,   Robert   R.   Snody. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Tip-top. 
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"Here  I  Am  a  Stranger" 

with   Richard  Greene,  Richard  Dix, 

Gladys  George 

20th-Fox  83  Mins. 

FATHER  AND  SON  STORY  EXPERTLY 
AC^T)  WILL  APPEAL  TO  AUDIENCES 
GENERALLY. 

The  father  and  son  theme  has  been  han- 
dled deftly  in  this  new  Fox  release,  with 
successful  results.  The  picture  is  solid  en- 
tertainment for  any  type  of  audience,  with 
drama,  humor  and  sentiment  nicely  balanced 
by  Director  Roy  Del  Ruth,  who  has  made  the 
characterizations  sound  in  every  case.  A  fine 
cast  complements  the  picture.  Richard 
Greene  turns  in  a  good  performance  as  the 
grown  son  of  parents  who  have  been  di- 
vorced. Gladys  George,  his  mother,  is  good. 
Richard  Dix,  as  his  father,  does  a  swell  job. 
and  Roland  Young  as  a  college  professor  is 
a  definite  plus  for  the  picture.  Brenda  Joyce 
is  attractive  and  interesting  as  Young's 
somewhat  torn-boy  daughter,  who  refers  to 
all  college  students  as  fatheads.  Russell 
Gleason,  Katherine  Alexander,  George  Zucco, 
Henry  Kolker  and  Edward  Norris  give  able 
support.  While  Greene  is  an  infant,  Miss 
George  leaves  Dix  in  order  to  assure  her  son's 
future  as  his  father,  lovable  in  every  respect 
and  a  brilliant  newspaperman,  is  drinking 
himself  out  of  any  future.  She  marries 
Zucco,  a  wealthy  attorney.  The  scene  moves 
to  Stafford  College  20  years  later.  Greene, 
grown  into  a  world  of  wealth  and  social  posi- 
tion, enters  the  College  as  a  student.  Norris, 
son  of  Zucco's  most  influential  client,  takes 
Greene  under  his  wing,  but  he  prefers  to 
avoid  the  snobbish  clique  Norris  goes  with. 
He  becomes  interested  in  Brenda,  despite 
the  fact  that  he  is  almost  engaged  to  Nor- 
ris' sister,  Katherine  Aldridge.  He  also  likes 
Russell  Gleason,  a  country  boy  working  his 
way  through  college.  Greene,  told  much 
about  his  father  by  Young,  who  had  also  been 
his  prof,  when  he  attended  the  college,  looks 
his  father  up  and  becomes  very  friendly  with 
him.  At  a  dance  Norris  takes  Greene  for  a 
ride  and  kills  a  woman  by  his  drunken  driv- 
ing. Greene  is  asked  to  keep  silent  as  Zucco 
will  lose  his  best  client,  but  Norris  is  forced 
to  confess  when  Greene  refuses  to  shield 
him  as  Gleason  has  been  arrested  and 
charged  with  the  crime  when  he  was  found 
nearby.  The  climax  becomes  a  little  confus- 
ing as  people  start  to  make  sacrifices  right 
and  left,  but  it  is  worked  out  for  the  best 
with  Greene  returning  to  Dix  as  his  mother 
and  stepfather  sail  for  England. 

CAST:  Richard  Greene,  Richard  Dix, 
Gladys  George,  George  Zucco,  Brenda  Joyce, 
Roland  Young,  Edward  Norris,  Katherine 
Aldridge,  Henry  Kolker,  Russell  Gleason 
Richard  Bond. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry  Joe 
Brown;  Director,  Roy  Del  Ruth;  Screenplay, 
Milton  Sperling  and  Sam  Hellman;  Based  on 
a  story  by,  Gordon  Malherbe  Hillman;  Cam- 
eraman, Arthur  Miller;  Editor,  Louis  Loeffler. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Turkey  Day  Agreement 

Columbus,  0.— ITO  of  Ohio  has 
been  advised  by  Governor  Bricker 
that  Ohio  will  "go  along"  with  the 
President  on  the  observance  of 
Thanksgiving  Day. 


"A  Woman  Is  the 
Judge" 

with  Frieda  Inescourt,  Otto  Kruger, 

Rochelle  Hudson 

Columbia  62  Mins. 

SENTIMENTAL  MOTHER  -  DAUGHTER 
MELLER  OKAY  AS  PROGRAMMER  FOR 
NABES. 

Sentimental  fans  in  general  and  femmes  in 
particular  will  probably  like  this  one.  The 
story  is  dramatic  and  it  is  effectively  played. 
Film,  aimed  at  the  program  market,  fits 
nicely.  Frieda  Inescourt,  Otto  Kruger,  Ro- 
chelle Hudson,  Mayo  Methot,  Gordon  Oliver 
and  Arthur  Loft  are  the  principals.  Story 
revolves  about  the  mother  and  daughter 
theme.  Frieda,  a  judge,  holds  a  birthday 
party  once  a  year,  at  which  she  is  the 
hostess  and  sole  guest,  in  tribute  to  her 
daughter,  Rochelle,  whose  whereabouts  are 
unknown.  Frieda  had  been  married  pre- 
viously to  a  man  who  was  a  criminal,  and  he 
took  their  child  when  he  left.  Loft,  a 
racketeer,  is  tried  before  Frieda  by  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  Kruger.  Loft  produces  rec- 
ords that  show  one  of  his  hirelings  to  be 
Rochelle.  Loft  attempts  to  get  Rochelle  to 
blackmail  her  mother,  but  she  refuses  to  do 
so  and  kills  Loft  accidentally.  Frieda  resigns 
from  the  bench  to  defend  her  daughter, 
wins  the  case,  becomes  engaged  to  Kruger. 

CAST:  Frieda  Inescourt,  Otto  Kruger, 
Rochelle  Hudson,  Mayo  Methot,  Gordon 
Oliver,  Arthur  Loft,  Walter  Fenner,  John 
Dilson,  Bentley  Hewlett,  Beryl  Mercer. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Nick  Grinde;  Original  Screenplay,  Karl 
Brown;  Cameraman,  Benjamin  Kline;  Editor, 
Byron    Robinson. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Jefferson  Amusement  Co. 

to  Fight  Giveaway  Fines 

Beaumont,  Tex. — Indications  that 
an  appeal  will  be  carried  by  the 
Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  over  fines 
assessed  against  one  of  its  manag- 
ers in  Port  Arthur  for  having  a 
money  give  away  in  operation,  were 
seen  here. 

Morris  C.  Clemmons,  general  man- 
ager of  the  circuit  and  H.  V.  Till, 
manager  of  the  Port  Arthur,  were 
each  fined  $100  after  a  six-man  jury 
had  returned  a  verdict  that  consid- 
ered the  giveaways  as  lotteries. 
Counsel  for  the  defense  contended 
that  his  giveaway  was  not  a  lottery 
since  because  "the  element  of 
chance  is  removed  when  the  win- 
ning number  is  selected  a  week  in 
advance."  A  comical  angle  entered 
the  case  when  two  witnesses  com- 
plained they  suffered  nervous  strain 
when  the  prizes  were  being  consid- 
ered. One  said  he  felt  forced  to  at- 
tend the  theater  on  the  giveaway 
night  and  estimated  that  it  cost  him 
and  his  family  $54  a  year  in  attend- 
ance. 


"4000  Gifts  of  the  Forest" 

U.  S.  Forestry  Service, 
Dept.  of  Agriculture  21  mins. 

Highly  Interesting 

When  Cal  Carrello  and  Rod  Rad- 
ford ground  their  cameras  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  Director  Carl 
Stearns  Clancy  there  resulted  what 
is  said  to  be  the  Government's  first 
production  in  color,  Dufaycolor  being 
the  medium.  Locales  chosen  for  the 
footage,  which  interestingly  dis- 
closes the  myriad  products  which 
mankind  fashions  from  the  trees, 
were  the  Snoqualmie  and  Mount 
Baker  national  forests.  Beneficence 
of  the  woodlands  is  conveyed  strik- 
ingly by  a  parade  of  20  picturesque 
floats,  on  each  of  which  a  phase  of 
manufactory  from  wood  is  revealed. 
This  was  obviously  a  difficult  short 
to  make,  and  Clancy,  who  not  only 
directed  it,  but  wrote  the  script,  has 
accomplished  most  creditably  the 
task  assigned  to  him.  The  footage 
is  so  deftly  fashioned,  indeed,  that 
it  is  natural  for  the  slightest  of 
flaws  to  come  to  light  under  pro- 
fessional eye.  These  faults  are  few, 
one  being  register  and  the  other, 
more  serious,  the  need  for  accurate 
synchronization  of  the  dialogue, 
which  chiefly  is  dignified  monologue. 
Notwithstanding,  audiences  will  like 
this  picture.  It  is  eye-filling,  color- 
ful, instructive  and  an  auspicious 
beginning  for  Uncle  Sam  in  the  hues 
of  celluloid.  Photography  generally 
is  excellent,  direction  solid,  and  the 
staging  of  the  forest  pageant  ex- 
pert. 


"The  Ninth  State" 
(New  Hampshire  State  Planning  and 

Development  Commission) 
Emerson  Yorke  20  Mins. 

Top-Flight  Short 
For  Americans  to  go  to  the  White 
Mountains  is  usual.  But  for  New 
Hampshire  to  send  its  mountains  to 
Americans  is  unusual.  This  the  as- 
tute Planning  and  Development 
Commission  there  has  done  in  a 
grand  and  bound  -  to  -  be  -  resultf  ul 
manner.  The  medium  is  one  of  the 
best  two-reelers  ever  to  be  fash- 
ioned as  good-will  ambassador  for 
a  community's  industrial  and  re- 
creational advantages.  Christened 
"The  Ninth  State,"  in  proud  recogni- 
tion of  the  fact  that  New  Hampshire 
was  the  ninth  of  our  original  na- 
tional entities  to  ratify  the  U.  S. 
Constitution,  this  two-reeler,  expert- 
ly produced,  directed  and  even  au- 
thored by  Emerson  Yorke,  is  a  na- 
tural for  the  non-theatrical  field  in 
its  present  length,  and  just  as  much 
of  a  natural  for  the  commercial  pix 
houses  in  a  shorter  version.  Cine- 
color  is  used  to  convey  the  inherent 
loveliness  of  landscapes,  and  make 
more  real  and  vivid  the  austere,  in- 
spiring White  Mountains.  But  the 
effectiveness  of  the  footage  is  only 


partially  attributable  to  the  scenic 
splendors  and  atmospheric  attributes 
which  are  unique  to  New  England, 
for  much  must  be  scored  in  favor 
of  Yorke's  wisdom  in  his  selection  of 
technical  aides.  J.  Burgi  Contner 
was  the  cinematographer;  Alois 
Havrilla,  commentator;  Solita  Palm- 
er, the  fashioner  of  the  original 
music  score;  Lindsay  McPhail,  or- 
chestrator;  Jack  Shilkret's  Orches- 
tra, the  recording  ensemble;  Phil 
Rein,  sound  engineer;  and  Fletcher 
Smith,  creator  of  the  titles.  The 
picture  covers  an  amazing  amount 
of  subject  matter, — historical,  cul- 
tural, industrial,  recreational.  But 
interest  never  wanes.  The  finale, 
following  stirring  shots  of  New 
Hampshire  in  Winter,  in  contrast  to 
the  already  delineated  Summer  glor- 
ies, is  ingeniously  devised.  The  pro- 
duction is  more  than  likely  to  lift 
States  less  promotionally  minded 
than  New  Hampshire  out  of  their 
current  lethargies.  "The  Ninth 
State"  will  serve  as  an  excellent 
model  for  such  a  cycle. 

"Kennel   Kings" 

(RKO  Pathe  Sportscope) 

RKO  9  Mins. 

Highly  Interesting 

Legions  of  dog-fanciers,  just 
plain  dog  lovers,  and  in  fact  vir- 
tually the  world  at  large,  will  take 
to  this  short  in  a  big  way.  The 
camera  records  the  recent  Morris- 
Essex  show,  a  highspot  in  the  an- 
nual round  of  canine  blue-blood  ex- 
hibits. Sequences  display  the  bow- 
wow gentry  as  they  vie  for  prizes, 
each  class  of  canine  keeping  an  eye 
cocked  toward  the  coveted  title  of 
"best  in  show."  Picture's  highspot 
is  when  the  trim  cocker  spaniel,  "My 
Own  Brucie,"  grabs  the  title  after 
the  severest  sort  of  competition. 
Photography  is  of  a  high  order,  and 
the  scenes  are  full  of  interest  and 
action.  It's  a  bow-wow  reel,  but 
more.     It's  a  plain  wow. 

"Ash~Can  Fleet" 

M-G-M  11  mins. 

Timely    And    Exciting 

At  the  present  time  this  short 
should  be  of  particular  (interest 
everywhere.  It  deals  with  the  now 
famous  fleet  of  small  wooden  ships 
that  literally  blasted  the  German 
U-Boats  out  of  the  seas  during  the 
last  war.  Opening  during  the 
World  war,  an  opinion  is  given  by 
a  German  officer  that  the  man  who 
did  more  to  defeat  the  Germans 
than  anybody  else  was  the  Ameri- 
can inventor,  David  Bushnell,  who 
died  after  the  revolution  of  1776. 
Bushnell  was  the  inventor  of  an  ex- 
plosive contrivance  that  would  deto- 
nate under  water.  Depth  bomb? 
were  evolved  from  his  early  under- 
water bombs  which  were  first  used 
during  the  revolution. 


50  to  Play  "Warning" 

International  Pictures  Distributing- 
Co.  has  set  Alliance's  "The  Warn- 
ing" in  50  S-W  houses  in  the  Phila- 
delphia territory. 
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MAX  COHEN  DENIES 
N.  Y.  ALLIED  SPLIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

quest  of  upstate  members  and  three 
members  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Cohen,  on  the  other  hand,  said  yes- 
terday that  today's  meeting'  is  with- 
out authorization  of  New  York  Al- 
lied and  "members  throughout  the 
state  have  so  indicated." 

"New  York  Allied  suddenly  has 
become  the  immediate  concern  of 
national  Allied,"  yesterday's  bulletin 
read,  "and  we  wonder  whether  the 
work  of  New  York  Allied  has  been 
so  great  and  progressive  that  the 
national  organization  fears  that  New 
York  Allied  overshadows  it  in  na- 
tional  importance. 

(In  a  separate  special  bulle- 
tin, Cohen  pointed  out  that  the 
work  done  by  the  New  York  unit 
included  the  Schine-Government 
suit,  defeat  of  the  Crews  two- 
men-in-a-booth  bill,  defeat  of 
the  Martin  sales  tax  bill,  decla- 
ration by  distributors  that  they 
would  not  force  shorts  with  fea- 
tures, elimination  of  four  fea- 
tures by  RKO  in  first-run  situa- 
tions, elimination  of  five-cent 
admission  price  in  Syracuse, 
protection  of  giveaways,  new 
clearance  for  exhibitors,  secur- 
ing half  the  product  for  Goshen 
against  large  circuit  operation, 
two  new  clauses  in  the  pro- 
posed code,  respect  of  the  na- 
tional distributors  and  concilia- 
tion of  clearance  problems  by 
Warner  Bros.) 

Continuing,  Cohen  wrote  in  the 
bulletin: 

"When  the  Board  of  Directors 
pinned  Col.  Cole  down  to  the  state- 
ment that  New  York  Allied  was 
never  a  member  of  national  Allied, 
and  further  that  Col.  Cole  was  afraid 
New  York  Allied  was  becoming  too 
important,  and  that  maybe  it  was 
a  question  of  minutes  when  New 
York  Allied  would  overshadow  na- 
tional Allied, — then  Col.  Cole  and 
Commissioner  Myers  got  busy  and 
issued  a  statement  to  save  face. 
The  inference  is  plain,  in  that  a 
stupid  parent  attempts  to  spank  a 
smart  child  because  the  parent  is 
stymied. 

"New  York  Allied  can  even  over- 
look this,  if  not  for  the  fact  that 
national  Allied  is  attempting  to 
bore  into  the  healthy  structure  of  a 
progressive  exhibitor  organization. 
There  has  been  much  secret  maneuv- 
ering, but  fortunately  the  organiza- 


U.K.  "S.O."? 

London  (By  Cable) — Sunday  opening 
("S.O.",  in  British  trade  parlance)  of 
film  theaters  throughout  the  country 
has  been  urged  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  a  means  of  entertainment  for 
British  troops.  Local  prejudice  should 
be  over-ruled  and  Sunday  opening  grant- 
ed by  Administrative  order,  declared 
Capt.  Victor  Cazalet,  and  was  supported 
by   other   members. 


Interstate  Tests  New  Newsreel  Setup 

Dallas,  Tex. — Interstate  will  experiment  with  a  new  newsreel  theater  idea  here, 
starting  Oct.  9.  House  to  be  used  is  the  Melba  which  on  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
hereafter  will  show  upwards  of  one  hour  of  news  clips  from  the  five  newsreels,  in 
addition   to   shorts  and   cartoons. 

Program  will  be  edited  by  an  editorial  board  headed  by  Mrs.  Besa  Short,  head  of 
Interstate's  shorts  department,  and  including  a  newspaper  editor,  a  university  history 
professor  and  Manager  Ainsley  G.  Wood  of  the  Melba.  Where  deemed  necessary, 
additional   commentary  for  the  news  shots  will   be  supplied   locally. 


Hollywood  Studios  Send 

10  More  Before  Cameras 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

take"  with  Charlie  Ruggles  and  Rob- 
ert Paige. 

At  RKO:  Plays  the  Thing  Produc- 
tions for  RKO,  "Swiss  Family  Rob- 
inson" with  Thomas  Mitchell,  Edna 
Best,  Freddie  Bartholomew,  Terry 
Kilburn  and  Tim  Holt.  "Mexican 
Spitfire"  with  Lupe  Velez  and  Leon 
Errol. 

At  M-G-M:  "Judge  Hardy  and 
Son." 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Grapes  of 
Wrath"  with  Henry  Fonda.  "He  Mar- 
ried His  Wife"  with  Joel  McCrea 
and  Nancy  Kelly. 

At  Warners:  "Brother  Rat  and  the 
Baby"  featuring  Eddie  Albert, 
Wayne  Morris,  Priscilla  Lane,  Jane 
Bryan  and  Jane  Wyman. 

At  Republic:  "Saga  of  Death  Val- 
ley" with  Roy  Rogers,  George 
"Gabby"  Hayes. 

At  Universal:  "The  Invisible  Man 
Returns"  with  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke, 
Vincent  Price,  Nan  Grey  and  John 
Sutton. 


tion  is  so  strong  that  it  has  been 
able  to   withstand   the   attack. 

"There  is  no  use  kidding  ourselves 
— with  all  the  grave  international 
complications  that  are  arising  every 
minute,  it  must  become  obvious  to 
even  the  staunchest  supporter  of  the 
Government  suit,  that  the  trial  of 
the  said  action  cannot  take  place  in 
the  immediate  future,  and  if  by 
some  miraculous  stroke  of  fortune 
it  does,  then  we  are  faced  with  the 
prospect  of  having  the  higher  courts 
test  the  validity  of  any  decision; 
and  that  indicates  years  of  waiting. 

"In  view  of  what  has  occurred, 
the  cause  of  the  independent  exhibi- 
tor now  looks  as  dismal  and  black 
as  ever  it  did  in  the  history  of  ex- 
hibition, and  we  can  lay  the  blame 
squarely  on  the  door-step  of  Col. 
Cole  and  Commissioner  Myers.  Be- 
cause of  their  short-sightedness,  and 
by  their  refusal  to  continue  negotia- 
tions, they  have  swept  aside  any 
and  all  possibility  of  the  independent 
exhibitor  receiving  a  'bill  of  rights.' 
They  have  filibustered  and  badgered 
about,  completely  disregarding  the 
one  all-important  fact:  namely,  that 
the  independent  exhibitor  is  looking 
for  relief  now,  not  a  decade  hence. 

"Through  all  this  maneuvering 
and  espionage  on  the  part  of  na- 
tional Allied,  a  majority  of  the  ex- 
hibitors in  New  York  State  still 
feel  that  they  are  entitled  to  free- 
dom of  action  and  independence  of 
thought,  and  that  they  do  not  need 
an  'inner  circle'  to  guide  their  des- 
tiny and  protect  their  future." 


N.  H.  Theaters  Affected 

by  New  Egress  Ruling 

Concord,  N.  H. — The  theaters  of 
New  Hampshire  come  under  these 
new  regulations  relating  to  egress 
from  buildings  announced  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health: 

"All  ground-floor  outer  exits  from 
buildings  shall  give  free  and  un- 
obstructed egress  to  the  street, 
through  an  alley,  yard  or  court,  or 
through  a  fire  resistive  passage  at 
least  four  feet  in  width,  with  at 
least  six  inches  additional  width  for 
each  50  persons  accommodated  in 
such  building  above  300.  Said  pas- 
sages and  exits  to  the  street  shall 
be  used  for  no  other  purpose  except 
exit  and  entrance,  and  shall  be  kept 
free  and   clear." 


Expect  Wisconsin  Sales 

Tax  Bill  Will  be  Killed 


Madison,  Wis.  —  Latest  proposal 
presented  to  the  State  legislature  as 
a  means  of  raising  revenue  for  the 
biennium  is  a  tax  of  %  of  one  per 
cent  on  the  gross  sales  of  retailers 
and  wholesalers  and  on  all  trans- 
actions and  the  same  levy  on  gross 
incomes  of  all  individuals. 

The  Senate  last  week  first  killed 
the  measure,  then  reversed  its  orig- 
inal action  and  finally  adjourned  un- 
til today  to  reconsider  the  proposal 
further.  Indications  are  that  the  bill 
will  be  defeated. 


Archbishop  Bans  Bingo 

In  Washington  Churches 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Pastors  of  Washing- 
ton Catholic  churches  have  received 
orders  from  the  Most  Rev.  Michael 
J.  Curley,  Archbishop  of  Baltimore, 
to  immediately  abolish  all  "Bingo" 
games,  played  for  the  benefit  of  the 
parishes. 


TALK  CAMERAMEN'S 
CONTRACT  ON  COAST 


Virginia  MPTO  Plans 

Convention    In   January 

Richmond,  Va. — Harold  Wood,  sec- 
retary of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia, 
states  that  Mid-winter  Convention 
will  be  held  at  the  John  Marshall 
Hotel  here  soon  after  the  Legislature 
convenes  in  January. 


New  Weingarten  House 

Herman  Weingarten,  well-known 
theater  builder,  announced  yesterday 
that  he  would  start  construction 
shortly  on  a  600-seat  theater  at 
183rd  St.  and  Union  Turnpike,  Ja- 
maica, L.  I.  Weingarten  was  the 
builder  of  several  de  luxe  houses  in 
Long  Island,  Brooklyn  and  Miami. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

arriving  there  this  morning,  it  was 
learned  last  night. 

Pact  that  will  be  discussed  "ill 
cover  cameramen  throughout  tiT  'n- 
tire  country,  with  a  25  per  cent  wage 
increase  and  a  change  in  working 
hours  to  be  sought  by  the  IA  union. 
Previously,  negotiations  between 
Casey  and  the  union  were  conducted 
in  New  York  and  they  were  started 
here  again  this  year,  but  abruptly 
broken  off  when  the  IA  re-negotiated 
its  pact  with  the  studios  as  Casey 
had  to  go  to  the  Coast. 

It  had  been  expected  the  pact 
would  be  discussed  here  upon  the 
return  of  Casey. 


STATEMENT      OF     THE     OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT,    CIRCULATION,   ETC., 
REQUIRED    BY    THE   ACTS    OF    AUG- 
UST 24.  1912  AND  MARCH  3,  1933. 
OF  "THE  FILM  DAILY,"  published  daily 
except    Saturdays,    Sundays    and    Holidays    at 
New  York,  N.   Y.,  for  October  1,   1939: 
State   of   New   York      \  ss  . 
County   of   New   York.  \ 

Before  me,  a  notary  public,  in  and  for  the 
State  and  County  aforesaid,  personally  ap- 
peared Donald  M.  Mersereau,  who,  having 
been  duly  sworn  according  _  to  law,  deposes 
and  says  that  he  is  the  Business  Manager  of 
"THE  FILM  DAILY,"  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing is,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief  a  true  statement  of  the  ownership, 
management  (and  if  a  daily  paper,  the  cir- 
culation), etc.,  of  the  aforesaid  publication 
for  the  date  shown  in  the  above  caption,  re- 
quired by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1933,  em- 
bodied in  Section  537,  Postal  Laws  and  Reg- 
ulations, printed  on  the  reverse  of  this  form 
to  wit: 

1.  That  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
publisher,  editor,  managing  editor,  and  busi- 
ness manager  are: 

Publisher,  John  W.  Alicoate,  1501  Broad- 
way, New  York,  N.  Y. ;  Editor,  Chester  B. 
Bahn,  1501  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.; 
Managing  Editor,  None;  Business  Manager, 
Donald  M.  Mersereau,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York,   N.    Y. 

2.  That  the  owners  are:  "Wid's  Film 
&  Film  Folk,"  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York,  N.  Y.;  John  W.  Alicoate,  1501  Broad- 
way, New  York,  N.  Y. ;  Pearl  Dannenberg, 
1501  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Addie 
Dannenberg,  1501  Broadway,  New  York, 
N.  Y. ;  Edna  Sussman,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York,  N.   Y. 

3.  That  the  known  bondholders,  mortga- 
gees and  other  security  holders  owning  or 
holding  1  per  cent  or  more  of  total  amount 
of  bonds,  mortgages,  or  other  securities  are: 
None. 

4.  That  the  two  paragraphs  next  above, 
giving  the  names  of  the  owners,  stockholders, 
security  holders,  if  any,  contain  not  only  the 
list  of  stockholders  and  security  holders  as 
they  appear  upon  the  books  of  the  company, 
but  also  in  cases  where  the  stockholder  or 
security  holder  appears  upon  the  books  of  the 
company  as  trustee  or  in  any  other  fiduciary 
relation,  the  name  of  the  person  or  corpora- 
tion for  whom  such  trustee  is  acting,  is  given, 
also  that  the  said  two  paragraphs  contain 
statements  embracing  affiant's  full  knowledge 
and  belief  as  to  the  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions under  which  stockholders  and  security 
holders  who  do  not  appear  upon  the  books 
of  the  company  as  trustees,  hold  stock  and 
securities  in  a  capacity  other  than  that  of  a 
bona  fide  owner  and  this  affiant  has  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  any  other  person,  associa- 
tion or  corporation  has  any  interest  direct  or 
indirect  in  the  said  stock,  bonds  or  other 
securities  than   as   so   stated  by  him. 

5.  That  the  average  number  of  copies 
of  each  issue  of  this  publication  sold  or 
distributed,  through  the  mails  or  otherwise,  to 
paid  subscribers  during  the  12  months'  preced- 
ing the  date  shown  above  is  5,512. 

D.  M.  MERSEREAU, 

Business   Manager. 
Sworn    to    and    subscribed    before    me    this 
29th  day  of   September,   1939. 

(Seal)  Louis   Fishman. 
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N.  Y.  Indie  Group  Calls  State-Wide  Meeting^Oct.  17 

RAY  BRANCH  URGES  FURTHER  CODE  NEGOTIATIONS 

Hummel  to  Head  WB's  Foreign  Dept.;  Morris  to  Retire 


Robert    Schless    to    Continue 

To  Direct  Warner  Sales 

in  Europe 

Formal  announcement  of  Joseph 
Hummel's  appointment  to  head  all 
foreign  distribution  for  Warner 
Bros.,  exclusive  of  Continental  Eu- 
rope, was  made  yesterday  by  Major 
Albert  Warner,  vice-president. 

Hummel,  for  15  years,  has  been 
assistant  to  Sam  E.  Morris,  head  of 
foreign  distribution,  who  is  retiring 
because  of  ill  health. 

The  European  field  of  Warner 
Bros,  will  continue  to  operate  un- 
der Robert   Schless. 

Morris  has  been  head  of  Warners' 
foreign  department  since  1932,  prior 
to  which  he  was  head  of  distribu- 
tion. 


CHILE  TRADE  PACT 
TO  AID  U.  S.  FILMS 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Position  of  U.  S. 
films  in  Chile  appears  to  face  de- 
cided improvement  shortly,  when,  it 
is  anticipated,  the  currently-dis- 
cussed mutual  trade  pact  will  be 
effectuated  between  the  two  nations. 
Initial  gain  which  Hollywood 
product  would  score,  would  be  in 
the  matter  of  its  producers  and  dis- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

250  Theaters  Now  Using 

Book  Night,  Says  Marks 

Use  by  theaters  of  books  as  give- 
aways is  rapidly  increasing  in  every 
part  of  the  country  as  the  public  will 
always  want  good  books,  Frank  J. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

12  of  UA's20Pix  Finished; 
Expect  26  for  1940-41  Season 

West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Murray  Silverstone, 

who  is  here  conferring  with  United 

Artists  producers,  expects  that  UA 

(.Continued  on  Page  6) 


San  Antonio  mayor  Decrees  Pix  Censorship 

San  Antonio — Municipal  censorship  of  films  has  been  decreed  by  Mayor  Maury 
Maverick. 

Board,  headed  by  Mrs.  S.  A.  Vincius,  will  classify  pix  in  four  categories:  For  adults, 
for  young  people,  for  children,  for  family  entertainment. 


Permanency  of  Jobs  and  No  Cuts 
Are  Assured  to  Personnel  of  UA 


Personnel  of  United  Artists'  ex- 
changes were  assured  of  the  perma- 
nency of  their  positions  and  the 
likelihood  of  no  salary  cuts  in  a 
letter  sent  to  branch  managers  by 
Murray  Silverstone,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

Pointing  out  that  he  could  not  pre- 
dict the  future  in  view  of  the  in- 
ternational situation,  Silverstone 
said  he  was  "clinging  very  earnestly 
to  the  hope  that  we  can  avoid  the 


necessity  of  laying  off  a  single,  soli- 
tary employe*  and,  except  for  a 
small  group  of  senior  executives  who 
have  voluntarily  accepted  substantial 
pay  cuts,  I  hope  that  not  one  penny 
of  the  earnings  of  the  men  and  wo- 
men of  United  Artists  will  be  af- 
fected." 

The  branch  heads  were  advised 
to  practice  economy  to  the  fullest 
and   to   extend  their  utmost  efforts 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


British  Producers  Alarmed  Over  Quota  Threat 


London  (By  Cable) — Despite  the 
fact  that  no  pronouncement  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the 
effect  that  it  intends  scrapping  the 
Films  Act,  British  producers  are 
alarmed  that  such  a  step  is  likely. 

Determined  opposition  is  under 
way  to  prevent  any  scrapping  of 
the    statute,    abrogation    of    which 


would  literally  sound  the  death-knell 
of  British  production  until  perhaps 
after  the  war  has  ended,  inasmuch 
as  the  rescinding  of  the  protective 
clauses  and  provisions  of  the  Films 
Act  would  drop  all  barriers  now  fac- 
ing film  importers. 

By    implication,    at    least,    Oliver 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Michigan   Allied    Prexy   Tells 

Convention  Exhibitors 

Need  a  Code 

By  H.  F.  REVES 

FILM  DAILY  Detroit  Correspondent 

Kalamazoo  —  Ray  Branch,  presi- 
dent of  Allied  Theaters  of  Michigan 
and  a  member  of  the  Code  negotiat- 
ing committee,  advocated  continued 
negotiations  and  recommended  that 
the  same  group  "go  ahead  and  com- 
plete the  job."  Branch  urged  such 
a  move  in  his  presidential  address  at 
the  opening  session  of  the  unit's  an- 
nual convention. 

Referring  to  criticism  of  his  pre- 
convention  statement,  Branch  said: 
"I  still  think  we  need  a  Code  for 
this  industry.  But  I  did  not  imply 
disappointment  at  its  rejection  at 
Minneapolis.  The  Code  as"  presented 
there  was  unacceptable." 

Abram  F.  Myers,  national  Allied's 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

TNECWlTPOLICP' 
PRICES  IN  PIX  FIELD 


Independents  to  Decide  on  Joining 
Allied  at  Next  Meeting  in  Syracuse 


NBC  To  Telecast  2  Trailers 
on  Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith" 


Deal  has  been  closed  between  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  and  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  whereby 
NBC  will  telecast  two  trailers  on 
the  forthcoming  Columbia  release, 
"Mr.    Smith   Goes   To   Washington," 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Syracuse — A  preliminary  effort  to 
solidify  a  new  independent  exhibitor 
organization  for  New  York  State 
was  made  here  yesterday  but  its  suc- 
cess appeared  to  be  questionable 
when  delegates  declined  to  comment 
on  what  took  place.  It  was  reported 
that  29  members  of  the  existing  New 
York  Allied  unit  attended  the  ses- 
sions, although  Syracuse  members 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Price  policing  policy 
formulated  by  the  TNEC  will  not 
extend  to  the  film  industry.       ..■  • 

Clarifying  the  situation,  a  spokes- 
man for  the  so-called  Monopoly 
Committee  yesterday  said  that  it 
was  concerned  with  abnormal  price 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Pommer  Gets  Releasing 

Offers  from  Para,  and  RKO 


West   Coast   Bureau  of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  The  indications  are 
that,  unless  there  is  a  radical  change 
in    the    war    situation,    he    will    be 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


A.  M.  Schuman  Elected  Head 
of  Allied  Theaters  of  Conn. 


New  Haven — At  its  election  meet- 
ing yesterday  Allied  Theaters  of  Con- 
necticut voted  in  the  following   of- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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Hearing  of  Okla.  Product 
Case  is  Set  for  Nov. 


14 


"Vocador"   Demonstration 

Set  for  SMPE  Conclave 
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SECURITY 


Oklahoma  City — Nov.  14  has  been 
set  as  the  date  for  the  next  hearing 
in  the  Oklahoma  Theaters  Inc.  ap- 
plication for  an  injunction  which 
would  force  distributors  to  sell  it 
product  for  its  Odeon  Theater  in 
Shawnee,  Okla.  The  date  was  set  by 
Judge  A.  P.  Murrah  in  a  hearing 
in  Federal  Court  here  at  which  time 
he  also  set  Dec.  11  as  the  date  for 
the  trial  on  merits  of  the  applica- 
tion. 

Oklahoma  Theaters,  Inc.  is  a  com- 
pany operated  by  A.  B.  Momand 
with  one  theater  in  Shawnee.  Com- 
petition is  from  three  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  houses  and  two 
owned  and  operated  by  Jack  Jones, 
an  independent. 

The  application  alleges  that  dis- 
tributors have  many  films  in  their 
vaults  for  which  no  second  or  sub- 
sequent-run rights  have  been  sold 
in  Shawnee  and  that  they  are  refus- 
ing to  sell  these  rights  to  Oklahoma 
Theaters,  Inc. 

It  asks  that  they  be  forced  to  do 
so  at  prices  commensurate  with  those 
charged  in  similar  locations  in  simi- 
lar cities. 


Court  Refuses  to  Dismiss 
"Test  Pilot"  Case  vs.  M-G-M 


Federal  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard 
vesterday  denied  a  request  of  M-G- 
M  and  Loew's,  Inc.,  to  dismiss  a 
cause  of  action  for  alleged  infringe- 
ment in  the  suit  of  Delores  Lacey 
Collins  as  administratrix  of  the  es- 
tate of  Jimmie  Collins. 

The  suit  was  brought  claiming  in- 
fringement of  Collins'  book  "Test 
Pilot"  in  the  picture  of  the  same 
name  and  asked  for  $1,000,000  dam- 
ages. Judge  Goddard  stated  that 
the  suit  must  be  decided  after  trial. 
A  cause  of  action  for  unfair  compe- 
tition was  unaffected  by  the  appli- 
cation. 


Wildberg-Skirball  Start 

"Angela"  Here  on  Nov.  15 

Dorothy  Arzner,  woman  director, 
has  been  signed  to  direct  the  first 
Jack  Wildberg-Jack  Skirball  produc- 
tion for  Columbia  release.  Deal 
was  closed  during  Wildberg's  recent 
trip  to  the  Coast.  First  picture  will 
be  "Angela  is  22,"  by  Sinclair  Lewis, 
and  will  be  produced  at  Eastern  Ser- 
vice Studios.  Zoe  Akins  is  doing 
the  script. 

Wildberg  said  yesterday  that  pro- 
duction would  start  about  Nov.  15. 
Skirball  is  due  in  New  York  from 
Hollywood   next   week. 


Para.  Combining  Trailer 

and  Advertising  Depts. 

West    Coast    Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Paramount  is  combin- 
ing its  trailer  and  advertising  de- 
partments. Herb  Moulton  and  Lou 
Harris  will  continue  with  the  trailer 
work. 


A  demonstration  of  the  new  "Vo- 
cador," an  instrument  developed  as 
an  outgrowth  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
Laboratories'  investigation  into  the 
possibilities  of  artificially  produc- 
ing and  modifying  human  speech, 
has  been  arranged  for  the  delegates 
attending  the  SMPE  Fall  conven- 
tion here  Oct.   16-19. 

The  demonstration  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Homer  W.  Dudley,  of  the 
Bell  Laboratories,  at  a  joint  meet- 
ing of  the  SMPE  with  the  New  York 
Electrical  Society  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  17,  in  the  Auditorium  of  the 
Engineering  Societies  Building  in 
New   York. 

This  demonstration  is  one  of  sev- 
eral special  features  planned  for 
the  Convention.  Others  include  a 
television  demonstration  at  the  RCA 
World's  Fair  Exhibit;  three-dimen- 
sional motion  pictures  by  Laucks  & 
Norling,  at  the  Chrysler  Exhibit; 
and  two-channel  recording  and  re- 
production with  steel  tape,  at  the 
AT&T  Exhibit. 


Announce  Strand  Bookings 
for  October  and  November 


Bookings  have  been  set  at  the 
New  York  Strand  for  the  next  seven 
weeks  it  was  announced  yesterday, 
with  three  important  pictures  to  play 
the  Warner  house  up  to  the  end  of 
November. 

"Dust  Be  My  Destiny,"  featuring 
John  Garfield  and  Priscilla  Lane,  will 
begin  a  two-week  engagement  at 
the  house  on  Friday  in  conjunction 
with  the  "in  person"  show  headed  by 
Ann  Sheridan  and  Ted  Weems  and 
his  Orchestra.  On  Oct.  20,  "On 
Your  Toes"  will  start  a  three-week 
engagement,  ending  on  Nov.  9  to 
make  room  for  "The  Roaring  Twen- 
ties." 


World  Pictures  Acquires 

Franchise  of  Standard 

World  Pictures  has  acquired  the 
metropolitan  area  franchise  of 
Standard  Pictures.  Among  the 
Standard  pictures  to  be  released  bv 
World  will  be  "Mill  on  the  Floss,'" 
starring  Geraldine  Fitzgerald;  "Lost 
on  the  Western  Front,"  with  Paul 
Cavanaugh;  "Say  of  Napoleon,"  with 
Richard  Barthelmess  and  Dollv 
Haas;  "Prisoner  of  Corbal,"  with 
Nils  Asther  and  Noah  Beery:  and 
"The  Headlevs  at  Home"  with  Evelyn 
Venable   and    Grant   Mitchell. 


TMAT-N-R-E  Hearing  Today 

Formal  hearing'  before  the  State 
Labor  Relations  Board  of  the  TMAT 
petition  for  recognition  as  bargain- 
ing agent  in  the  Nelson-Renner-En- 
dicott  circuit  will  be  held  today.  The 
circuit  is  currently  being  picketed 
by  the  union.  Hearing  scheduled 
vesterday  in  the  TMAT-Raybond 
Theaters  case  was  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 


cominc  mid  Gome 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK.  board  chairman  of 
20th-Fox,   has  arrived   here  for  a  short  visit. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS,  general  manager  of 
distribution  for  Metro,  has  returned  to  the 
home    office. 

JAMES  R.  CRAINGER,  Republic  prextf  -id 
general  sales  manager,  left  last  night  ,,g.  a 
business   trip   to  several   Southern   key   cities. 

HARRY  BROWNING,  of  the  M  0  P  Theaters 
in  New  England,  visited  the  Paramount  home 
office    yesterday. 

CARY  COOPER  left  yesterday  for  the  Coast 
after  spending  a  Summer  vacation  on  Long 
Island. 

SOL  SACHS.  Southwestern  district  manager 
for  RKO,   is  here  for  home  office  confabs. 

MERVYN  LEROY  and  his  wife  are  here  from 
the   Coast. 

IRVING  BREECHER,  scenarist,  is  here  for  a 
short   stay    before    returning    to    Hollywood. 

JOE  E.  BROWN  arrives  this  morning  from 
Hollywood  for  an   Eastern  vacation. 

BRUCE  CABOT  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

WAYNE  MORRIS  has  returned  to  the  Coast. 

FRANCISKA  GAAL  arrives  here  this  week-end 
from   the  Coast  to  appear  in  a  stage  play. 

MRS.  FLORENCE  MARSTON,  Eastern  head  of 
the  Screen  Actors'  Guild,  is  in  Cincinnati  attend- 
ing  the    A    F   of    L   convention. 


Author  Includes  Magazine 
In  Her  20th  Century-Fox  Suit 

Application  was  filed  yesterday 
in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court, 
returnable  on  Oct.  10  by  Mary  Orr. 
to  amend  her  complaint  against  20th 
Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  and  to  add 
Pictorial  Review  Co.,  Inc.,  and  its 
editor,  Herbert  R.  Mayes,  as  de- 
fendant. 

Plaintiff  charges  the  defendants 
with  conspiring  to  deprive  her  of 
her  literary  rights  to  a  story  "The 
Battle  of  Broadway,"  printed  in  the 
issue  of  January,  1936. 

Motion  picture  rights  to  the  story 
had  been  sold  for  use  in  a  film  of 
the  same  title,  allegedly  without  the 
plaintiff's  consent.  The  suit  seeks 
$75,000    damages. 


NOWan  exploitation  special!! 


FIRST  TIME  PRESENTED 

AS  A  MOTION  PICTURE 

MOST  UNUSUAL 
LOVE  STORY  OF  ALL  TIMES 


The 

miRf)CL6 

SISTER 
BEATRICE 

A  Sound  Motion  Picture. 

MUSIC  by  STORY  by 

ANTONINI  BARONCELLI 

For  dates:  Write,   Wire  or  Telephone 

PARK    LANE    PICTURES,    INC. 

1600  Cenesee  St.,  Taylor  1600,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

NOW    SELLING    STATE    RIGHTS 

FOR    UNITED    STATES    and    CANADA 


o 


WHAM!  HE'S  THROWING  ONE 
NATURAL  AFTER  ANOTHER! 

And  Now!    Just  Previewed! 


Not  only  has  Leo  come  through 

With  another  smash  hit,  but 

It's  a  LAUGHING  hit! 

You  know  what  that  means  — 

The  folks  want  to  forget 

And  here's  the  show  that's  a 

Tonic  for  headline  headaches! 

Sell  it  BIG  with  this  slogan: 

"KEEP  THE  WORLD  LAUGHING!" 

They'll  howl!   They'll  shriek! 

And  you  start  yelling  now  about 

MARX  BROS.  "AT  THE  CIRCUS." 


with  KENNY  BAKER,  FLORENCE  RICE,  EVE  ARDEN 
MARGARET  DUMONT,  NAT  PENDLETON  •  Screen 

Play   by   Irving    Brecher     •     Directed   by    Edward    Buzzell 
A  MERVYN  IE  ROY  Production   •  An  M-G-M  Picture 
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CHILE  TRADE  PACT 
TO  AID  U.  S.  FILMS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tributors  exacting  better  prices. 
Further,  exchange  regulations,  such 
as  those  in  force  in  the  compensa- 
tion treaties  of  Chile  with  both 
France  and  Germany,  would  be  ac- 
corded to  the  U.  S.;  and,  additional- 
ly, since  both  France  and  Germany 
are  belligerents,  and  the  product  of 
the  latter,  especially,  is  bottled  up 
as  far  as  shipments  by  sea  are  con- 
cerned, neither's  product  is  expected 
to  reach  the  screens  of  Chile  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  war,  at 
least  in  any  appreciable  quantity; 
therefore  U.  S.  product  is  held  bound 
to  increase  in  Chile's  houses. 

Authoritative  channels  assert  that 
the  general  practice  regarding  trade 
pacts  effectuated  'twixt  Latin-Amer- 
ican nations  and  the  U.  S.  is  to  in- 
clude films,  and  the  Chile-U.  S. 
agreement  is  expected  to  be  no  ex- 
ception. 

Another  factor  which  is  virtually 
certain  to  spur  film  trade  is  the 
booming  of  good-will  between  the 
U.  S.  and  Chile,  in  light  of  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere  protective  neutral- 
ity grouping,  which  calls  for  tight- 
ening of  economic  relations  between 
all  the  21   Pan-American  nations. 


Cinema  Club  to  Resume 

Cleveland— The  Cleveland  Cinema 
Club,  oldest  of  its  kind,  opens  its 
twenty-third  season  next  week  in 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Club. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Newark,  N.  J. — Announcement  has 
been  made  by  Irene  Rich,  of  the  en- 
gagement of  her  daughter,  Miss  Jane 
Rich,  to  William  Fred  Mueller,  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Mueller  of 
Glen  Ridge,  N.  J.  The  wedding  will 
take  place  early  in  December. 

Pittsburgh — C.  J.  Latta,  assistant 
to  Harry  M.  Kalmine  the  Zone 
Manager  for  Warner  Brothers  The- 
aters, announces  the  engagement  of 
his  daughter,  Peggy,  to  William  F. 
Diebold  of  Pittsburgh.  The  wed- 
ding will  be  held  in  late  autumn. 

Chicago — Marriage  of  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Williamson,  daughter  of  J.  S. 
Markstein,  president  of  Screeno 
Amusement  Co.  of  Chicago,  and  Dr. 
A.  J.  Brown  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  took 
place  here. 


Manitowoc,  Wis. — Joseph  J.  Kais- 
er, Jr.,  associated  with  the  staff  of 
the  Mikado  Theater  here,  was  mar- 
ried to  MisS  Elinor  E.  Kortens. 


Detroit — Jay  Conover,  Grand  Na- 
tional booker,  will  wed  Grace  Hoff- 
man, former  GN  cashier. 

Richmond,  Va.  —  Conrad  McRee, 
assistant  manager,  State  Theater, 
will  marry  Miss  Marion  Whiteside 
here  on  Oct.  14. 


ALONG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•      •      •      OVER  at  U A the  familiar  company-initials have 

taken-on    a    supplementary    meaning namely,    "Unusual    Activity" 

for  tomorrow  there  moves  into  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 

David  O.  Selznick's "Intermezzo.  A  Love  Story" and  on  the 

following    day Walter   Wanger's    "Eternally   Yours" marches 

into  the  Roxy ianfared  by  "World's  Fair  Day"  at  the  house 

The   whale(n)   of   an   angle   spouts,   because   Grover's   exposition 

"plays   an  important  background  role  in  the   production" This  is 

doubtless  the  first  instance of  anything  in  any  background  being 

important to  the  extent  of  having  a  day  named  for  it So,  you 

can   well  imagine how  important  the  persons,  places  and  things 

in  the  FOREGROUND  of  "Eternally  Yours" really  are 


•      •      •     TO  this  department there  is  an  aspect  of  the  "In- 
termezzo, A  Love  Story"  opening which  looms  even  larger 

as  a  trade  principal than  the  vastness  of  the  Music  Hall  itself 

Aspect  is  that  where  the  will  to  SELL  a  title  exists 

there's   a   WAY Lynn  Farnol   demonstrates   the   proposition 

neatly taking  the  word  "intermezzo" (which  John   Q. 

Public  usually  associates  with  music in  the  sense  of  an  inter- 
lude  and  which  some  few-and-far-between  academicians . . . . 

think  of  in  terms  of  the  well-trod  stage  of  yore) and  firing 

it  with  a  dynamic  meaning namely  that  "intermezzo"  means 

"A  romantic  interlude" 


•      •      •     THE   Farnol   strategy   is   going   to   pay   dividends for 

ads   aimed   at   the   public   are   earmarked  for   success More   than 

that it  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  for  the  disciples  of  Noah  Webster 

to    reserve    space    in    their    next    editions for    "intermezzo" 

to   be    additionally   defined   as   "a   romantic   interlude" Indeed,    it 

takes  less  than  a  big  picture to  inject  a  new  colloquial  meaning 

into   the   great   American   language 


•  •  •  MARVIN  Schenck  and  Ben  Boyar associate  chair- 
men of  the  "Night  of  Stars"  benefit set  for  Madison  Sq.  Gar- 
den the  night  of  Nov.  15 have  placed  Arthur  Knorr  of  the 

Roxy and  Lester  Isaac  of  Loew's in  charge  of  lighting 

the  show •  Speaking  of  lighting both  Alice  Faye  and  Don 

Ameche deserve  the  brightest  beams  of  praise for  their 

performances  in  "Hollywood  Cavalcade" the  new  20th-Fox 

b.o.  winner Picture  moves  each  several  pegs  loftier on 

the  Hollywood  ladder 


•      •      •     DOWN    in    Washington the    new    Columbia-Capra 

classic "Mr.  Smith  Goes  To  Washington" is  getting  such  a 

press    and    conversational    pre-run    "play" that    it    won't   be    long 

before   the   Senate   roll  call will   appear   goofy unless   there 

are  97  Senators  accounted  for.  .  .     •  May  not  be  much  fighting  on  the 

Western   Front but  obviously  they're  taking  prisoners down 

in  Lancaster,  Pa judging  from  the  communique  sent  us  by  Mrs. 

A.  S.  Kreider who  avers  that  the  Fulton  Theater  there has 

been  proclaiming Five  Came  Back  with  Two-Gun  Troubador 


«      «       « 
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BRIT.  PRODUCERS  FEAR 
THREAT  TO  QUOTA  ACT 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

M.  Stanley,  head  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  conveys  the  impression  that 
the  Films  Act  may  certainly  be 
nullified,  by  reason  of  his  %?ie- 
ment  that  no  decision  will  be  i13-.de 
until  he  has  consulted  all  film  in- 
terests. This,  it  is  pointed  out,  is 
tantamount  to  asserting  that  the 
Act  will  go,  if  survey  discloses  that 
it  can  be  done  without. 

Quite  contrary  to  popular  belief, 
producers  throughout  the  U.  K.  are 
adamant  over  the  Films  Act  remain- 
ing in  force.  This  has  back  of  it 
an  economic  conviction  that  current 
conditions  in  the  international  field 
will  tend  to  lull  Hollywood  into  a 
production  retrenchment  by  the 
year's  end,  and  this  will  present  a 
solden  opportunity  for  British  pro- 
ducers to  take  business  away  from 
the  U.  S.  companies  in  several  world 
sectors. 


A.  M.  Schuman  Elected  Head 
of  Allied  Theaters  of  Conn. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ficials:  President,  A.  M.  Schuman; 
first  vice-president,  Charles  Repass; 
second  vice-prexy,  Joseph  Reed; 
treasurer,  Barney  Calechman;  exec, 
secretary,  Lawrence  C.  Caplan. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors, 
and  Maurice  Shulman,  vice-chair- 
man. Regional  directors  of  public 
relations,  finance  and  business  rela- 
tions are  Fishman,  Schuman  and 
Shulman. 

Ten  board  members  announced  a 
meeting  of  the  association  in  the 
near  future. 


TNEC  Will  Not  "Police" 
Admissions  to  Pix  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
increases  in  war  industries,  a  classi- 
fication excluding  films. 

As  far  as  any  rise  in  film  rentals 
incident  to  the  war  in  Europe  is 
concerned  the  opinion  was  expressed 
that  fundamental  economic  laws 
would  likely  govern — meaning  that 
exhibitors  naturally  would  boost  ad- 
mission prices. 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER  4 
Buster  Keaton 

Carroll    Nye 
B.   F.  Zeidman 
Marcel   Silver 
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THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


CAVALCADE  IS 
THE  MOST  SEN- 
SATIONAL BOX- 
OFFICE  ATTRACTION 
THAT  EVER  HIT 
THIS   INDUSTRY! 
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N.  Y.  INDIES  CALL 
MEET  FOR  OCT.  17 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

did  not  stay  for  the  entire  meeting. 

It  was  announced,  however,  that  a 
state-wide  meeting  would  be  held 
here  on  Oct.  17  at  which  time  affilia- 
tion with  national  Allied  and  the 
leadership  of  Max  A.  Cohen,  New 
York  Allied  president,  would  be  con- 
sidered and  decided.  Those  who  at- 
tended yesterday's  meeting  indicated 
that  they  expected  "fireworks"  at  the 
next  session. 

Max  Cohen  of  Brooklyn  (not  to  be 
confused  with  Max  A.  Cohen)  pre- 
sided yesterday,  with  E.  Thornton 
Kelly,  former  executive  secretary  of 
New  York  Allied,  acting  in  a  similar 
capacity.  Others  attending  were 
Sidney  Samuelson,  Lee  Newbury, 
Arthur  Howard  and  Frank  Lydon, 
all  national  Allied  leadei's. 


Brooklyn's  Max  Cohen  had  no  au- 
thority to  attend  or  preside  at  the 
Syracuse  meeting,  Max  A.  Cohen  de- 
clared last  night.  The  other  Cohen, 
he  said,  is  a  regional  vice-president 
of  New  York  Allied  and  cannot 
rightfully  call  a  meeting. 

Describing  the  Syracuse  gathering 
as  a  "fiasco,"  Max  A.  Cohen  said  he 
believed  the  industry  was  getting 
"fed  up"  with  the  efforts  of  a  min- 
ority to  create  a  new  organization, 
declaring  that  most  of  the  members 
desired  to  remain  with  his  associa- 
tion. 

No  meeting  of  New  York  Allied 
could  be  called,  he  said,  without  his 
authorization.  Instigators  of  the 
new  group,  he  added,  have  failed  be- 
cause they  were  unable  to  interest 
enough  exhibitors  to  attend  meetings 
in  New  York  and  Syracuse. 

It  was  learned  that  Rap  Merri- 
man,  head  of  the  Syracuse  Allied 
Group,  had  informed  Cohen  by  wire 
that  his  members  would  not  attend 
the  Syracuse  meeting,  indicating 
that  they  were  remaining  loyal  to 
the  original  state  organization. 


Miller,  Vet  N.  0.  Exhib., 
Is  Retiring  from   Business 

New  Orleans— J.  A.  C.  Miller, 
pioneer  New  Orleans  theater  man- 
ager has  announced  his  retirement, 
and  the  turning  over  of  his  control- 
ling interest  in  the  Lafayette  the- 
ater to  the  Merrie   Shows,  Inc. 

Miller  has  been  in  ill  health  for 
some  time.  Charles  Levy,  president 
of  the  Merrie  Shows,  Inc.,  took  over 
active  management  of  the  Lafayette 
immediately. 


War  Victim 

Cincinnati  —  Metro's  William  (Red) 
Devaney  was  sidetracked  on  a  Bermuda 
trip  in  a  British  vessel,  transferred  to 
an  American  cruiser  and  landed  in  Flor- 
ida. Canceling  all  thoughts  of  Ber- 
muda, Devaney  was  forced  to  vacation 
in  the  Southland  and  return  home  via 
train. 


And  Then  They  Talk  About  Dumb  Film  Fans! 

Wilmington,   Del. — You   never   know. 

As  an  exploitation  stunt  for  "Thunder  Afloat,"  Manager  Edgar  J.  Doob  of  Loew's 
reproduced  Page  One  of  the  Morning  News,  with  center  of  the  page  mortised  to 
carry   the    theater   announcement,    and    gave    it   wide    circulation. 

According  to  Henry  T.  Claus,  prexy  of  the  company  publishing  the  daily,  the  stunt 
netted  a  flock  of  calls  from  indignant  subscribers  who  complained  they  had  only 
received   page   one   and   wanted   the   rest   of    the    paper. 


Pommer  Gets  Releasing  250  Theaters  Now  Using 

Offers  from  Para,  and  RKO  Book  Night,  Says  Marks 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

forced  to  produce  in  Hollywood,  said 
Erich  Pommer,  who  is  here  confer- 
ring with  his  partner,  Charles 
Laughton.  He  has  had  overtures 
from  RKO  Radio  and  Paramount  for 
further  pictures  from  Mayflower 
Productions. 

In  January  Paramount  will  re- 
lease "St.  Martins  Lane,"  a  Mayflow- 
er picture  starring  Laughton.  May- 
flower also  had  planned  to  make 
"The  Admirable  Crichton"  starring 
Laughton  for  release  by  Paramount, 
but  the  war  has  caused  a  postpone- 
ment of  that  picture. 

Pommer,  who  will  remain  here 
about  10  days,  expects  he  will  be  able 
to  complete  distribution  arrange- 
ments this  month  for  future  May- 
flower productions. 

Para.  Seeks  a  Reduction 

In  N.  Y.  Tax  Assessments 


Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  filed 
proceedings  yesterday  in  the  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  against  the  tax  com- 
mission of  the  City  of  New  York 
in  an  attempt  to  reduce  assessments 
on  two  properties  owned  by  it  in 
the  city.  New  York  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Aaron  J.  Levy  set  Nov.  6 
as  the  date  for  argument  of  the 
writ.  Paramount  states  that  the 
film  exchange  at  331  W.  44th  Street 
has  been  assessed  for  $220,000  and 
its  motion  picture  film  laboratory 
at  554  W.  43rd  Street  for  $165,000. 
In  each  instance,  the  petition  said, 
the  commission  had  over-assessed 
by  $30,000  and  ineffectual  efforts 
had  been  made  to  induce  the  com- 
mission to  reduce  the  assessment. 


Brandt  Theaters  Using 

Vaude  Stressing  "Names" 

Brandt  theaters  using  vaudeville 
are  going  after  big  names  to  head- 
line the  stage  shows.  Ben  Bernie, 
George  Jessel  and  Larry  Clinton's 
orchestra  have  been  booked,  while 
negotiations  are  on  for  Bob  Crosby 
and  his  band. 

Jessel  opens  at  the  Flatbush  on 
Oct.  12,  while  Bernie  follows  him 
on  the  19th.  Clinton's  orchestra 
opens  on  Thursday.  The  units  move 
on  a  four-week  circuit  which  in- 
cludes the  Windsor,  Audubon  and 
Carlton. 

Business  at  the  theaters  since 
stage  shows  were  adopted  two  weeks 
ago  was  reported  as  being  "satis- 
factory." 


"U  29"  at  Globe  Friday 

Columbia's  submarine  thriller  "U- 
29,"  has  been  set  to  open  at  the 
Globe  Friday,  it  was  announced  yes- 
terday. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Marks,  director  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee For  Education,  told  The  Film 
Daily  yesterday.  Marks  stated  that 
his  organization  has  started  service 
in  over  250  theaters  in  a  compara- 
tively short  time  and  that  he  expects 
to  be  servicing  over  500  theaters  by 
Jan.  1. 

Marks,  who  is  associated  with  the 
Cuneo  Printing  Press,  stated  that 
in  theaters  where  he  has  instituted 
"Book-Night,"  attendance  has  been 
increased  in  every  case  by  100  per 
cent  and  up.  Marks  and  Cuneo  own 
the  patent  on  the  term  "Book- 
Night."  He  said  that  he  expects 
the  present  weekly  80,000  "Book- 
Night"  giveaways  to  increase  to 
200,000  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Balaban  &  Katz,  Schine  Circuit, 
Fabian,  Randforce,  the  entire  Allied 
group  in  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul, 
Nelson-Renner-Endicott  Circuit  and 
other  chains  as  well  as  indies  are 
now  being  serviced  by  the  Marks 
company,  it  was  learned.  He  said 
that  an  analysis  of  book  premiums 
shows  that  on  a  basis  of  giving  a 
book  for  every  two  premiums  handed 
in  at  the  theater,  one  premium  being 
given  with  each  admission  on  "Book- 
Night,"  had  proved  conclusively  that 
theater  attendance  can  be  doubled 
and  trebled  as  people  will  bring  other 
members  of  their  family  or  friends 
to  get  the  requisite  number  of  pre- 
miums to  get  a  book. 

Marks  also  exploits  "Book-Night" 
in  each  house  he  services  with  an 
extensive  teaser  campaign,  direct  ad- 
vertising locally,  radio  plugs,  and 
general  publicity.  Company  is  now 
opening  a  drive  in  New  England  with 
negotiations  pending  with  circuits 
in  the  Boston  and  Hartford  areas. 

Current  offering  of  Marks  in 
houses  now  using  "Book-Night"  is 
a  15-volume  set  of  the  Standard 
American  Encyclopedia. 


NBC  To  Telecast  2  Trailers 
on  Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on    its    regular    television    program 
Oct.  11  and  18. 

In  return,  NBC  is  reported  to 
have  secured  two  Columbia  shorts 
for  its  television  programs,  "There 
Goes  Dusty"  and  a  "Screen  Snap- 
shots" short.  This  is  the  second  time 
Columbia  has  used  the  television 
waves  to  plug  a  picture. 


Pittsburgh  V.  C.  to  Elect 

Pittsburgh — The  Variety  Club  of 
Pittsburgh  will  hold  its  annual  elec- 
tion  of  officers   next   Monday. 


BRANCH  URGES  CODE 
TALKS  BE  RESUMED 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

general  counsel,  was  unable  to  at- 
tend but  he  sent  a  statement  in 
which  he  devoted  attention  mainly  to 
the  Code.  He  attributed  st|  -^age 
cf  theater  construction  and  a,ayaisi- 
tion  by  the  majors  to  the  Govern- 
ment suit. 

"If  the  Government  suit  were 
withdrawn  or  the  Neely  Bill  aban- 
doned, the  present  conciliatory  atti- 
tude of  the  majors  would  not  con- 
tinue. Therefore,  the  independents 
must  press  on  until  reforms  have 
been  granted." 

Important  actions  are  expected 
tomorrow,  based  on  Branch's  sugges- 
tions and  yesterday's  discussion  on 
eight  points,  which  include:  (1) 
Stronger  support  for  the  Neely  Bill; 
(2)  Free  show  menace,  especially 
sponsored  shows  by  merchants  in 
theaterless  communities,  with  prob- 
able reccmmendations  for  established 
exhibitors  to  take  over  the  operation 
of  these  towns;  (3)  Resolution  ex- 
pected to  protest  distributors  making 
own  trailers,  unless  they  return  to 
the  old  practice  of  giving  them  free 
to  exhibitors.  Michigan  sentiment 
against  trailer  production  by  the 
majors  on  a  fee  basis,  with  present 
policy  of  National  Screen  Service 
specifically  favored;  (4)  Double  bill 
situation  will  come  up  for  discussion; 
(5)  Action  against  screen  credits 
taking  up  much  valuable  screen  time 
looms  likely,  with  "Wizard  of  Oz" 
cited  as  an  example;  (6)  Plans  for 
more  intensive  regional  setup  for 
Michigan  Allied,  meetings  in  each 
part  of  the  state  on  firmer  basis  to 
be  urged;  (7)  Theater  tax  situation, 
following  narrow  escape  from  taxa- 
tion last  Winter  and  another  fight 
anticipated,  and  (8)  a  plan  to  save 
members  on  lamp  purchases  through 
central  purchasing. 

Attendance  at  the  convention  is 
large,  overflow  crowds  being  sent  to 
other  hotels. 


12  of  UA's  20  Pix  Finished; 
Expect  26  for  1940-41  Season 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  distribute   at  least   26  pictures 
for  the  1940-41  season. 

The  company  will  release  20  pic- 
tures for  the  1939-40  season,  12  of 
which  are  already  finished. 


Moe  Gould  Recovers 

Pittsburgh — Moe  Gould,  former  lo- 
cal film  man,  who  has  been  a  pa- 
tient at  the  Will  Rogers'  Memorial 
Hospital  at  Saranac  Lake,  is  now 
back  in  Pittsburgh  thoroughly  re- 
covered. 


Seats  Top  Billed 

Des  Moines,  la. — Tri-States  new  In- 
gersoll  Theater  which  opens  Thursday  is 
plugging  its  seats  with  front  billing. 
Large  signs  proclaim:  "Staggered  seats 
for  vision,    Love  seats  for  comfort." 


Wednesday,  October  4,  1939 


REVIEWS  Of  ncuj  FILMS 


DAILY 


"Hollywood 
Cavalcade" 


vith    Alice    Faye,    Don    Ameche,    J.    Edward 

Bromberg 
!0th-Fox  96  Mins. 

SNC^  BOX  OFFICE  ATTRACTION 
WITh  BRILLIANT  CAVALCADE  OF  FILM 
-IISTORY  SUPERBLY  PROJECTED  TO 
SCREEN. 

Hollywood  here  holds  up  the  mirror  to 
tself  as  never  before  and  the  result  is 
ibsorbing,  thrilling  romance  for  audiences 
everywhere  and,  for  exhibitors,  not  mere- 
y  "pay  dirt"  but  a  vein  of  purest  ore. 
As  entertainment,  it  can't  miss;  and  as  a 
.hronicle  of  the  film's  rise  from  low  to 
ligh  estate,  it  is  faithful  to  the  essentials 
iiowever  they  may  have  been  adapted  to 
;:erve  the  needs  of  the  swell  Hilary  Lynn- 
j  Srown  Holmes  story  and  the  equally  swell 
crnest  Pascal  screenplay.  There  is  nostalgic 
oj-ootage  a-plenty  for  woven  into  the  roman- 
tic fabric  is  the  "birth"  of  the  custard  pie 
ind  Keystone  Cop  slapstick,  the  advent 
-)f  the  bathing  beauty  school  of  cinema, 
:.fhe  "discovery"  of  the  De  Millean  type  of 
spectacle  and,  finally,  the  debut  of  sound 
>y  way  of  Al  Jolson  and  "The  Jazz  Singer." 
And,  being  candid  about  it,  while  Alice  Faye 
is  Molly  Adair,  star,  and  Don  Ameche  as 
director  Michael  Linnett  Connors  play  effec- 
•ively  upon  the  heartstrings,  turning  in 
i  outstanding  performances,  the  picture's 
iocko  "punch"  is  found  when  it  frankly 
^everts  to  the  screen's  elemental.  The 
e-enactment  of  a  Keystone  Cop  comedy, 
«ith  Miss  Faye  as  the  heroine,  supported  by 
I  iled  Prouty,  Buster  Keaton,  Eddie  Collins, 
j  Hank  Mann,  Heinie  Conklin  and  James  Fin- 
ayson,  will  have  'em  rolling  in  the  aisles. 
You  see  this  equivalent  of  a  two-reeler 
j  In  black  and  white  and  there  is  similar 
resort  to  it  for  plausibility's  sake  on  occa- 
sion. Otherwise,  the  film  is  in  Technicolor, 
ind  what  Technicolor!  Corking  camera 
fwork  cannot  but  add  to  the  professional 
tature  of  Allen  M.  Davey  and  Ernest  Palm- 
ar. And  while  on  the  subject  of  credits, 
generous  commendation  to  Harry  Joe  Brown, 
associate  producer,  and  Irving  Cummings, 
director.  By  virtue  of  background  and  ex- 
perience, both  were  ideal  selections  for 
rhis  assignment.  Cummings  has  created  a 
I  fWell  nigh  perfect  illusion  and,  additionally, 
:arries  the  story  briskly  forward  with  no 
let-down  in  suspense  and  interest.  And  the 
comedy  scenes,  slapstick  and  otherwise,  are 
wows.  The  story  in  tabloid:  In  Alice  Faye, 
Broadway  understudy,  Ameche,  erstwhile 
studio  prop  boy,  sees  star  material,  per- 
suades her  to  sign  a  personal  contract  with 
him,  induces  the  prexy  of  Globe  Pictures 
(Donald  Meek)  to  give  him  a  chance  to 
direct  her  first  picture.  His  lively  imagina- 
tion, his  tireless  energy  carry  them  for- 
i  ward  until,  with  Dave  Spingold  (J.  Edward 
Bromberg)  as  producer-partner,  Ameche 
heads  his  own  company.  Inevitably,  Alice 
falls  in  love  with  Ameche  but,  believing 
him  interested  only  in  success,  she  marries 
Jier  leading  man,  Alan  Curtis.  Ameche  takes 
lit  hard,  tears  up  the  newlyweds'  contracts, 
and,  as  their  stars  continue  to  climb,  his 
falls  until  he  is  a  down-and-outer.  Thanks 
to  Alice  and  Bromberg,  he  gets  a  chance  to 
come  back,  directing  her  picture,  "Common 
Clay".  But  with  a  reel  to  go,  Curtis  is 
killed  and  Alice  critically  hurt  in  an  auto 
crash.    The  financial  backer  (Russell  Hicks) 


"Intermezzo:  A  Love 
Story" 

with    Leslie    Howard,    Ingrid    Bergman,    Edna 

Best,    John    Halliday 

UA-Selznick  66  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

TENDER,     APPEALING      LOVE     STORY 

FINELY    DONE    HOLDS    SPECIAL    FEMME 

APPEAL. 

Here  is  a  high-class  offering,  splendidly 
directed  and  produced,  which  should  have 
a  special  appeal  to  femme  fans.  It  has  a 
tender,  appealing  love  story  and  intro- 
duces Ingrid  Bergman,  Swedish  actress,  who 
gives  a  fine,  convincing  performance  as  a 
concert  pianist,  who  falls  in  love  with  Les- 
lie Howard.  Howard,  of  course,  is  splen- 
did as  a  famous  violinist,  who  is  captivated 
by  her  youth,  beauty  and  appeal.  Edna  Best 
is  excellent  as  the  wife,  who  temporarily 
loses  Howard,  while  John  Halliday,  "little" 
Ann  Todd,  Cecil  Kellaway,  Douglas  Scott 
and  Enid  Bennett  are  among  the  principals. 
Gregory  Ratoff's  direction  is  of  the  best 
and  he  has  supplied  an  interesting  tempo. 
David  0.  Selznick  has  produced  a  produc- 
tion of  quality  and  class.  George  O'Neil's 
screenplay  is  a  splendid  vehicle  for  the 
strong  cast.  Gregg  Toland's  photography 
is  especially  good,   while   Lou    Forbes'   mus- 


orders  Ameche  to  finish  the  picture  with  a 
double,  he  refuses,  steals  the  unfinished 
negative  until  he  can  persuade  Alice  to  re- 
sume and  the  backer  to  permit  him  to  finish 
the  film  in  sound — Ameche,  first  scornful  of 
the  talkies,  has  been  won  over  by  "The 
Jazz  Singer."  Miss  Faye  is  an  ideal  Molly 
No  torch  singer  here,  she  turns  in  a  deft 
and  sympathetic  characterization.  And,  phy- 
sically, it  is  a  punishing  role;  after  all,  slap- 
stick IS  slapstick.  Ameche,  too,  gives  more 
than  a  surface  performance,  and  is  certain 
to  add  to  his  following.  Bromberg's  Spin- 
gold  is  another  gem,  and  another  to  shine 
is  Stuart  Erwin  as  Ameche's  cameraman. 
The  trade  will  get  a  kick  out  of  Hicks' 
banker.  The  parade  of  veterans — Mack 
Sennett,  Lee  Duncan,  Ben  Turpin,  Chester 
Conklin,  among  them — heightens  the  au- 
thenticity. Finally,  there's  a  fitting  musical 
setting,  directed  by  Louis  Silvers. 

CAST:  Alice,  Faye,  Don  Ameche,  J.  Ed- 
ward Bromberg,  Alan  Curtis,  Stuart  Erwin, 
Jed  Prouty,  Buster  Keaton,  Donald  Meek, 
George  Givot,  Eddie  Collins,  Hank  Mann, 
Heinie  Conklin,  James  Finlayson,  Chick 
Chandler,  Robert  Lowery,  Russell  Hicks,  Ben 
Welden,  Willie  Fung,  Paul  Stanton,  Mary 
Forbes,  Joseph  Crehan,  Irving  Bacon,  Ben 
Turpin,  Chester  Conklin,  Marjorie  Beebe, 
Frederick  Burton,  Lee  Duncan,  Rin-Tin-Tin, 
Jr.,  Al  Jolson,  Mack  Sennett. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck; 
Director,  Irving  Cummings;  Associate  Pro- 
ducer, Harry  Joe  Brown;  Screenplay,  Ernest 
Pascal;  Story,  Hilary  Lynn,  Brown  Holmes; 
Based  upon  an  original  idea  by  Lou  Breslow; 
Photographed  in  Technicolor,  Director  of 
Photography,  Allen  M.  Davey,  A.SC;  Tech- 
nical Director,  Natalie  Kalmus;  Associate, 
Henri  Jaffa;  Director  of  Photography,  Ernest 
Palmer,  A.S.C.;  Art  Direction,  Richard  Day, 
Wiard  B.  Ihnen;  Film  Editor,  Walter  Thomp- 
son; Sound,  Eugene  Grossman,  Roger  He- 
man;    Musical   Direction,    Louis   Silvers. 

DIRECTION,     Aces.         PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Brilliant. 


Nickelodeon,    1939 

New  Orleans — Another  dual-run  com- 
mercial area  house  running  at  five  cents 
admission  was  announced  here  as  a 
triumvirate  consisting  of  Showman  Alex 
Shulman  and  two  business  men — Charles 
and  Rene  Levy, — took  over  the  Lafay- 
ette from  veteran  Jake  Miller.  Shulman 
operates  the  nabe  Best  and  Casino  the- 
aters. 


ical  score  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
production.  When  Howard  returns  from 
a  concert  tour,  he  meets  Ingrid  Bergman 
who  teaches  piano  to  Ann  Todd,  daughter 
of  Howard  and  Edna  Best.  He  falls  deeply 
in  love  with  her  and  persuades  her  to  be 
his  accompanist  on  his  next  tour.  They 
are  very  happy  together,  but  she  finally 
decides  his  place  is  with  his  wife  and 
two  children.  Ann  is  hit  by  an  auto  while 
rushing  to  greet  Howard  near  her  school. 
He  takes  his  injured  child  to  their  home. 
The  doctor  assures  him  the  youngster  will 
recover  and  as  Howard  is  about  to  leave, 
his  wife,  Edna  Best,  appears  and  a  recon- 
ciliation   follows. 

CAST:  Leslie  Howard,  Ingrid  Bergman, 
Edna  Best,  John  Halliday,  Cecil  Kellaway, 
Enid  Bennett,  Ann  Todd,  Douglas  Scott, 
Eleanor   Wesselhoeft,    Maria    Flynn. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  David  0.  Selznick; 
Director,  Gregory  Ratoff;  Associate  Pro- 
ducer, Leslie  Howard;  Authors,  Gosta  Stev- 
ens and  Gustav  Molander;  Screenplay, 
George  O'Neil;  Cameraman,  Gregg  Toland, 
ASC;  Art  Director,  Lyle  Wheeler;  Special 
Effects,  Jack  Cosgrove;  Supervising  Film 
Editor,  Hal  C.  Kern;  Editor,  Francis  D. 
Lyon;   Musical   Director,   Lou   Forbes. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


PERSONNEL  OF  UA 
ASSURED  OF  JOBS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  sell  the  company's  pictures 
"harder  and  better  than  they've 
ever  been  sold  before." 

With  the  loss  of  a  large  part  of 
the  foreign  market,  Silverstone 
wrote,  the  American  distributing 
company  has   to   stand   on  its   own. 

"There  are  two  responsibilities 
(one  being  to  our  producers  and 
the  other  our  company)  each  of  us 
have,"  the  letter  said.  "I  would  like 
to  ask  you  again  to  share  them 
with  us,  and  to  help  make  a  go  of 
these  new  conditions.  I'd  like  you 
to  pitch  in  with  me  on  the  great 
task  and  the  happy  task  of  avoid- 
ing pay  cuts  and  lay-offs  and  still 
keeping  the  company  in  business. 
It's  a  fighting  job  and  I  know  we 
can   do   it." 


Buck  Jones  to  Rainbow 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Buck  Jones  has  been 
signed  for  four  high-budget  action 
pictures  by  Rainbow  Productions, 
Inc.,  according  to  Producer  Edward 
Gross,  who  recently  organized  the 
new  company.  Gross  is  currently 
negotiating  for  one  of  the  Zane  Grey 
novels  and  plans  to  start  production 
Nov.  10.  Jules  Goldstein,  eastern 
financier,  is  bankrolling  the  new 
company. 


There's  always  the 

FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK 


XA/HEN  in  doubt  refer  to 
the  FILM  DAILY  YEAR 
BOOK.  This  Standard  Refer- 
ence Book  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry  will  answer  prac- 
tically every  question  about 
production,  distribution  or  ex- 
hibition. The  1940  edition  is 
now  in  preparation. 


THE  FILM  DAILY 


1501     Broadway, 
New   York   City 


6425   Hollywood    Blvd., 
Hollywood,     California 


WORLD  PREMIERE  ENGAGEMENT 

Aldine,  Philadelphia  DOES  200% 

OF  PREVIOUS  WEEKS  BUSINESS- 


"The  best  Selznick  picture  since  'A  Star 
Is  Born'  ".        — Philadelphia  Daily  News 

"  Hollywood  finally  has  found  the  Garbo 
it's  been  looking  for.  She's  Ingrid 
Bergman  ...  younger,  stronger,  freer 
and  possessed  of  that  same  intellectual 
coolness  which  combined  with  an  inner 
flame  makes  a    Garbo." 

— Philadelphia  Record 

"  Strongly  appealing  and  intensely  inter- 
esting." —  Philadelphia  Inquirer 


"A  film  of  power  and  beauty.  Miss 
Bergman  is  the  screen's  most  interesting 
new  personality."  —  Philadelphia  Record 

"Should  be  given  the  finest  rating  of 
any  picture  made  in  many  a  day.  The 
most  perfect  job  this  reviewer  has  ever 
seen.  Leslie  Howard  magnificent." 

— Hollywood  Reporter 


SELZNICK    INTERNATIONAL 
presents 

LESLIE 
HOWARD 

STAR    OF    "PYGMALION" 


in 


INTERMEZZO 

A  Love  Story 


introducing 


INGRID  DERGMAN 


Produced  by  DAVID  O.  SELZNICK 
Directed  by  Gregory  Ratoff 
Associate   Producer  Leslie   Howard 

RELEASED  THRU   UNITED   ARTISTS 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


Nathanson,  Indies  to  Confer  on  Canadian  Clearance 

IMMEDIATE  ARBITRATION; AIM  OF  Mil  ALLIED 

Monogram  Reports  $78,773  Eight  Months1  Net  Profit 


A  Bull's-eye 

"Hollywood  Cavalcade" 

— ^=-By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN '—=■ 


CINCE  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Eu- 
rope presented  this  industry  with  a 
series  of  grave  problems,  much  has  been 
said,  editorially  and  otherwise,  about  the 
necessity  of  the  domestic  market  taking  up 
the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  slack. 

This  presupposes  that  Hollywood,  while 
not  forgetting  that  a  considerable  segment 
of  the  foreign  market  remains  at  the  dis- 
tributors' disposal,  will  pay  increasing  at- 
tention to  American  taste  in  entertainment. 
That,  further,  it  will  bear  in  mind  that  while 
the  "gravy"  may  have  come  from  overseas, 
the  industry  generally  has  been  dependent 
upon  the  home  market  for  its  bread  and 
butter,  its  meat  and  'taters. 

As  if  timed  to  a  nicety  for  the  intensive 
effort  to  stimulate  American  attendance 
and  grosses,  Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
"Hollywood  Cavalcade,"  now  the  subject  of 
trade  screenings  in  advance  of  its  Oct.  13 
national  release  date.  First-rate  entertain- 
ment, this  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  production  in 
Technicolor  is  right  down  the  American 
fan's  alley. 

—  •  — 

THE  picture  is  as  American  in  story  and 
'  theme  as  Main  Street  itself  and,  as 
cunningly  fashioned  by  its  makers,  is  de- 
signed to  attract  the  patronage  of  all  ages 
and  all  classes  of  moviegoers.  Patently  no 
history  of  the  industry,  the  picture  never- 
theless serves  to  visualize  realistically  its 
several  stages  of  development.  While  dra- 
matic license  has  been  exercised,  to  color 
and  carry  forward  the  action,  there  will  be 
few  inclined  to  quarrel. 

From  the  exploitation  standpoint,  Holly- 
wood has  turned  out  few  pictures  with  the 
possibilities  found  in  the  Alice  Faye-Don 
Ameche  starrer.  The  showman  who  can't 
cash  in  with  "Hollywood  Cavalcade"  just 
isn't  a  showman.  From  start  to  finish,  the 
film  is  a  challenge  to  the  exhibitor's  mer- 
chandising imagination,  and  it  should  result 
in  outstanding  campaigns,  both  in  small 
towns  and  metropolitan  cities. 

—  •  — 

THE  wise  in  the  industry  will  closely  watch 
'    national  audience  reaction  to  the  slap- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Broidy    Joins    Directorate; 

Board  Renames  Johnston 

as  President 

Monogram's  operating  profit  for 
the  eight  months  from  Nov.  1,  1938, 
to  July  1,  1939,  was  $78,773.89,  W. 
Ray  Johnston,  president,  informed 
the  company's  stockholders  at  an 
interim  meeting  yesterday. 

Samuel  "Steve"  Broidy,  Mono- 
gram's Boston  franchise  holder,  was 
elected  to  the  board  of  directors  at 
yesterday's  meeting,  following  his 
nomination  to  the  place  left  vacant 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 


MPPDA  Board  Meet 
Off  Till  Tomorrow 

Adjourned  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
MPPDA  board  of  directors,  scheduled  for 
yesterday,  was  deferred  until  tomorrow. 
Foreign  situation,  and  domestic  repercus- 
sions, is  the  No.  One  subject  on  the 
program.      Will    Hays  will    preside. 


ITOA  COM.  TO  REVISE 
ARBITRATE  PROPOSAL 


SAY  WOLGHAK  DENIES 
CIO  OPERATORS  MOVE 


Claims  of  Local  258,  CIO,  that  its 
charter  gives  it  jurisdiction  over  the- 
ater operators  are  without  founda- 
tion, an  official  spokesman  for  Local 
306,  operators'  union,  IATSE-A  F  of 
L,  told  The  Film  Daily  yesterday, 
stating  that  Samuel  Wolchak,  pres- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Three  circuits  have  replied  to 
Harry  Brandt's  suggestion  for  united 
action  in  arbitrating  clearance  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  but  all  answers 
have  been  non-committal,  each  ask- 
ing for  further  information.  Letters 
were  received  from  the  Prudential, 
Cocalis  and  Skouras  circuits. 

The  ITOA  arbitration  committee 
will    meet    shortly    to    draw    up    a 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


Pathe  Acquires  West  Coast 
Lab;  Form  New  Subsidiary 

Pathe  is  reported  to  have  acquired 
the  Cinelab  in  Santa  Monica,  Cal., 
which  will  give  Pathe  a  West  Coast 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Four-fold  Threat  in  Ohio's 
Constitutional  Amendments 


Columbus,  0. — Bigelow  constitu- 
tional amendments  providing,  among 
other  things,  for  materially  increased 
old  age  pensions  constitute  a  four- 
fold threat  to  the  state's  film  biz,  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Famous  Players  Canadian  Prexy  Will 
Meet  With  Indies  on  Clearance  Plan 


Samuel  Pinanski  Re-elected 
Prexy  of  Allied  of  Mich. 

Boston — Samuel  Pinanski,  Para- 
mount operator  in  New  England, 
yesterday  afternoon  was  returned  to 
the  office  of  President  of  Allied  The- 
aters of  Massachusetts,  an  MPTOA 
unit.  Only  changes  in  the  list  of 
officers  were  the  substitutions  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Toronto  —  Move  for  a  national 
clearance  board  in  the  Dominion, 
launched  at  the  recent  convention  of 
indies  under  sponsorship  of  the  Anti- 
Protection  League,  took  a  step  for- 
ward yesterday  with  the  announce- 
ment that  N.  L.  Nathanson,  prexy 
of  Famous  Players  Canadian,  would 
meet  with  an  indie  committee. 

Confab  is  expected  to  take  place 
within  a  week  or  10  days  at  the  lat- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Arbitration  Plan  to  Be  Put  Up 

to  Nat.  Allied,  D  of  J  and 

Distributors 

By  H.  F.  REVES 

FILM  DAILY  Detroit  Correspondent 

Kalamazoo,  Mich. — In  a  resolution 
adopted  unanimously,  Allied  Thea- 
ters of  Michigan,  in  the  closing  ses- 
sion of  its  annual  convention  yester- 
day, advocated  continued  negotiation 
of  an  industry  Code,  meanwhile  peti- 
tioning national  Allied,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  and  the  distributors 
to  place  the  old  Code's  arbitration 
clauses,  or  a  similar  formula,  into 
operation  at  once  in  order  to  furnish 
immediate  relief  without  waiting  for 
further  negotiations. 

(W.  F.  Rodgers,  spokesman  for  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


LOEWS  TO  ESTABLISH 
BUENOS  AIRES  NABES? 


Loew's,  Inc.,  is  considering  the  es- 
tablishment of  one  or  more  neigh- 
borhood theaters  in  Buenos  Aires, 
according  to  Dave  Lewis,  the  com- 
pany's Argentina  manager,  who  ar- 
rived in  New  York  Tuesday.  Lewis 
yesterday  said  he  would  discuss  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Examine  Lenrose  Officers 
in  Trust  Suit   Preliminary 


Examination  of  officers  of  the 
Lenrose  Amusement  Corp.,  plaintiff 
in  an  anti-trust  suit  for  $150,000 
damages    against    the    eight    major 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Til*  License  Fees 

in  Manila  20  P.  C. 

Manila  (By  Cable)  —  In  a  move  to 
raise  additional  revenue,  the  municipal 
government  is  raising  license  fees  here 
by  approximately  20  per  cent,  with  film 
theaters  included  in  the  nine  classifica- 
tions affected  by  the  legislation.  It  is 
expected  that  exhibs.  will  raise  admis- 
sion prices  slightly  to  cover. 
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stick  footage,  a  frank  throwback  to  the 
custard  pie  and  Keystone  Cop  days.  If 
preview  reaction  is  any  criterion,  the  appeal 
of  pratt  falls  and  other  primary  roughhouse 
comedy  is  as  great  as  it  was  in  Mack  Sen- 
nett's  hey-day. 

And    if    that's    true,    there's    a    not-so- 
gentle  hint  there  for  shorts  producers. 


Western  New  York  Exhibs. 
To  Ask  Cut  in  Power  Rate 


Buffalo— MPTO  of  Western  New 
York,  headed  by  A.  C.  Hayman,  is 
preparing  to  battle  before  the  Public 
Service  Commission  for  a  cut  in  pow- 
er costs  to  exhibs.  Unit  at  present 
is  making  a  checkup  on  electric  light 
bills  paid  by  its  members,  prelim- 
inary to  the  PSC  move. 

Organization  has  won  its  argu- 
ment for  the  alphabetical  listing  of 
daily  theater  ads  on  local  theater 
pages,  and  details  will  be  made  pub- 
lic at  a  meeting  next  Monday,  it  is 
stated. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  prexy,  is 
scheduled  to  attend  the  session  and 
speak  on  contractual  relations  to  dis- 
tribs. 


Bunn,  Former  Erpi  Exec, 

Joins  Wire  Broadcasting 

Announcement  was  made  yester- 
day of  the  appointment  of  C.  W. 
Bunn,  formerly  Erpi  general  sales 
manager,  as  general  manager  of 
Wire  Broadcasting  Corp.  of  Amer- 
ica. Bunn  has  taken  up  his  duties 
on  the  25th  floor  of  the  Fisk  Build- 
ing, 250  W.  57th  St.,  New  York 
City. 

Bunn  said  yesterday  that  arrange- 
ments were  under  way  to  extend  the 
expanding  business  of  Wire  Broad- 
casting to  cities  where  it  is  not  yet 
operating. 

The  new  general  manager  will  su- 
pervise the  activities  of  the  follow- 
ing associated  organizations:  Tele- 
programs,  Inc.;  Telemusic,  Inc.  of 
New  York;  Muse- Art  Corp.  of  Phil- 
adelphia; Television  Music,  Inc.  of 
Washington,  D.  C;  Telemusic,  Inc. 
of  New  Jersey;  Wire  Broadcasting, 
Inc.,  of  New  Jersey,  and  Wire 
Broadcasting,  Inc,   of  Pennsylvania. 


Warners  Add  Featurets; 

Moray  Defers  Coast  Trip 

Two  more  historical  featurets 
have  been  added  to  the  Warner  pro- 
gram for  the  current  season. 

"Discovery  of  America,"  the  story 
of  Christopher  Columbus,  will  be 
filmed  in  December.  "Daniel  Boone, " 
will  be  made  in  January.  Gordon 
Hollingshead  will  supervise  the  pic- 
tures. 

Norman  H.  Moray,  Vitaphone  sales 
manager,  has  delayed  his  trip  to 
the  Coast  until  January,  when  he 
will  confer  with  studio  officials  on 
plans  for  increasing  the  program 
of  historical  pictures.  Moray  had 
originally  scheduled  his  visit  for  Oc- 
tober. 


Examine  Max  Halperin 

In  Gary  Theater  Action 

Chicago — Max  Halperin,  Warner 
circuit  booker,  yesterday  was  ex- 
amined before  Attorney  Sigmund 
Davis  regarding  Warner  theater 
booking  classification  in  the  Chicago 
territory,  and  various  types  of  com- 
petition between  circuit  and  indie 
theaters.  Albert  Gavit,  attorney  for 
W.  H.  Young,  Gary  theater  owner, 
will  check  both  the  Walter  Immer- 
man,  (B  &  K  general  manager)  and 
Halperin  statements  for  the  next 
move  in  the  Gary  case,  assigned  to 
Federal  Judge  Holly's  court  but 
with  no  trial  date  yet  set. 


Defer  Loew  Board  Meet 

Scheduled  meeting  of  Loew's  board 
of  directors  yesterday  was  deferred 
for  a  week  or  10  days. 


Shanghai  Circuit  Loses 

Metro  Pix  Thru  Dispute 

Shanghai  (By  Cable) — Following 
a  reported  dispute  over  policy,  Metro 
is  now  selling  away  from  the  Asia 
Theaters  here  and  is  servicing  the 
New  Roxy  Theater  instead.  It  is 
believed  that  this  move  will  pre- 
clude any  continuation  of  plans  un- 
der way  by  the  Asia  organization 
to  build  a  new  first-run  house  here. 

With  all  living  costs  rising  rap- 
idly, a  large-scale  advance  in  the- 
ater admissions  is  forecast  in  this 
city  and  throughout  Chinese  terri- 
tory. Reports  received  here  from 
Tientsin  state  that  the  flood  in  that 
area  has  damaged  many  theaters. 
Distributors  there  are  working  un- 
der the  greatest  difficulties  as  trans- 
portation is  extremely  hazardous 
and  uncertain. 


Local  52  Calls  Strike 

at  Paramount  News  Plant 

Strike  was  called  yesterday  at 
Paramount  News  by  Local  52,  stu- 
dio mechanics  union,  following  a 
breakdown  of  negotiations  between 
the  union  and  the  newsreel  when 
the  reel  insisted  on  cutting'  down 
the  number  of  Local  52  men  em- 
ployed at  the  plant.  It  w°s  re- 
ported at  the  union's  headquarters 
that  the  strike,  affecting  seven  men. 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  IATSE. 
Lab.  workers  and  cameramen  are 
also  members  of  IA  organizations 
but  as  yet  are  not  involved. 


Chilean  Treaty  Briefs 

Deadline  to  be  Nov.  11 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  The  film  industry 
has  until  Nov.  11,  1939  to  submit 
briefs  in  behalf  of  the  industry  to 
be  included  in  the  trade  agreement 
neeotiations  with  Chile.  This  is  the 
first  trade  agreement  since  out- 
break of  the  war  with  a  South  Amer- 
ican country  in  which  the  industry 
will  have  a  chance  to  strengthen  its 
trade  in  South  Amei'ica. 


cominG  rfid  Gome 


O.  HENRY  BRIGCS,  president  of  Pathe  Labs., 
leaves   tomorrow   for   the  Coast. 

DAVE  LEWIS,  Loew's  manager  in  Buenos 
Aires,    is   in    New    York. 

JACK  L.  WARNER  and  MRS.  WARNER  are 
stopping  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 

WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  Central  division-  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  returns  tomorrow  from  Can- 
ada where  he  conferred  with  Famous  Players 
Canadian. 

HARRY  FOSTER,  Columbia  shorts  director,  is 
planing  back  from  three  weeks  at  the  Coast 
where  he  went  in  connection  with  the  Osa  John- 
son  picture,,    "I    Married   Adventure." 

RAY  BOLGER  has  returned  to  the  Coast  from 
New   York. 

GARY  COOPER  left  New  York  yesterday  for 
Hollywood. 

ARTHUR  WILLI,  RKO  talent  scout,  has  gone 
to   Chicago. 

EDWARD  C.  RAFTERY,  UA  secretary  and 
counsel,  is  en  route  to  the  Coast  to  join  Mur- 
ray Silverstone. 

FRED  STORM,  Coldwyn's  studio  publicity 
rep.,  has  arrived  here  and  will  headquarter 
indefinitely  at  the  New  York  office. 

SAM  BURCER.  special  foreign  representative 
for  Loew's,  Inc.,  leaves  shortly  for  Central  Amer- 
ica, his  assignment  to  Europe  being  temporarily 
postponed. 

NED  SPARKS  is  stopping  at  the  Warwick. 


Loew's  to  Open  New  Metro 
House  'Down   Under'   Friday 

Loew's  new  1,500-seat  Metro  The- 
ater in  Adelaide,  Australia,  will  be 
opened  tomorrow  with  M-G-M's 
"Sweethearts"  as  the  initial  attrac- 
tion. It  is  a  modern  orchestra-bal- 
cony type  house,  and  features  the 
latest  appointments,  including  air- 
conditioning.  The  booth  is  equipped 
with  three  projectors  and  special 
devices  for  producing  color  and 
light   effects. 


Technicolor  Dividend 

Technicolor  Corp.'s  board  of  di- 
rectors yesterday  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  25  cents  per  share  on  its 
stock,  it  was  announced  by  Dr.  Her- 
bert Kalmus,  president  and  general 
manager.  Dividend  will  be  paid 
Oct.  18  to  stockholders  of  record 
as  of  Oct.  13. 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER  5 

Arthur    M.    Loew 

David   L.   Loew 

James  Bradbury,  Jr. 

George    Irving 

Kathryn  Crawford 


Garbo 

gets 

the 

Lubitsch 

touch! 


Garbo  flirts— Garbo  dances— Garbo  drinks— Garbo  howls  — 
Garbo  romances— Garbo  kisses  — Garbo  hits  the  Paris  hot 
spots,  laughing,  loving  in  the  saucy,  racy  Lubitsch  comedy  of 
Paris  in  the  wonderful  days  when  a  siren  was  a  brunette  and 
if  a  Frenchman  turned  out  the  light  it  was  not  on  account 
of  an  air  raid.  Start  telling  your  patrons  now  and  don't  stop! 


SEE  IT 
and  you'll 
shout  from 
the  house 
tops! 


M-G-M 
TRADE 
SHOWS 
NOW! 


ASK  YOUI 
BRANCH 


u 


NINOTCHKA 


// 


—  don't  pronounce  it  — SEE  ITS 


)u 


and  into  the  heart 
the  convict. ..in  the 
amazing  story  of  a 
lovable  country  doc- 


e  one: 


• 
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LOEWS  TO  ESTABLISH 
BUENOS  AIRES  NABES? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plan  with  company  officials  during 
his  three-week  stay  in  New  York. 
Loew's  has  no  theaters  in  Buenos 
Aires  hut  M-G-M  gets  first-run  out- 
let there  through  one  of  the  top 
circuits. 

Lewis  said  that  Argentina  had 
sold  all  of  her  surplus  wheat  and, 
even  though  the  price  was  low,  it 
is  expected  to  reflect  favorably  upon 
the  economic  situation  and  eventu- 
ally would  find  its  way  to  the  box 
office. 

Current  plan  to  peg  the  peso  to 
the  dollar  instead  of  the  pound  also 
may  help  the  film  business  in  Argen- 
tina  if  consummated,   he   said. 

Sam  Burger,  special  foreign  repre- 
sentative for  Loew's,  leaves  shortly 
for  Central  America.  His  assign- 
ment to  Europe  has  been  postponed 
temporarily,  as  Laudy  Lawrence, 
present  European  manager,  has  not  | 
yet  been  called  for  active  service  in  : 
the  French  army. 
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Pathe  Acquires  West  Coast 
Lab;  Form  New  Subsidiary 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

laboratory.  A  new  company,  Pathe 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  of  California,  will 
absorb  Cinelab  as  a  wholly  owned 
Pathe  subsidiary.  0.  Henry  Briggs, 
president  of  Pathe  Laboratories, 
leaves  tomorrow  for  the  Coast  to 
consummate  the  deal. 


Salary  Cuts  for  Actors  Not 
Answer  to  Producer  Problems 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — That  a  percentage  cut 
of  salaries  of  talent  group  is  not 
the  answer  to  the  present  problem  of 
producers  was  the  statement  made 
in  a  letter  sent  to  the  entire  mem- 
bership of  the  Screen  Actors'  Guild 
by  Kenneth  Thomson,  its  executive 
secretai'y. 

"We  feel  it  is  the  right  of  ac- 
tors," said  the  letter  in  part,  "to 
have  complete  knowledge  of  the 
effects  of  the  war  on  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry.  We  believe  that  ac- 
tors should  know  exactly  what  every 
branch  of  the  industry,  including 
distribution  and  exhibition,  is  pre- 
pared to  sacrifice  if  necessary." 


ST 


Glendon  Allvine  of  20th-Fox  be- 
came the  proud  father  of  a  baby  girl 
this  week  when  his  wife,  Louise, 
gave  birth  to  an  eight  -  pound 
daughter.  Event  took  place  at  the 
Lenox  Hill  Hospital  with  mother, 
daughter  and  father  reported  doing 
well. 


with  PHIL  At.  DALY; 

T  ▼  T 


•  •  •  TOMORROW'S  the  day We  mean  the  Golden  Anni- 
versary of  the  birth  of  motion  pictures it  was  50  years  ago  tomor- 
row  that   Edison   and   Dickson demonstrated    their    wonderful    Kine- 

toscope the   practical  beginning  of   our  industry! For  quite   a 

span  of  years there  have  been  folks   along  local  Film  Row 

who  have  said  both  confidentially  and  publicly "Just  wait  'till  the 

Golden   Anniversary   of   films   comes   around! Boy,   Oh,   Boy! 

THEN   won't   our  showman-studded   pix   business   go   to   town with 

a  super-colossal  celebration!" 


•      •      •     SO  yesterday your  ole  pal,  Phil  M.  Daly 

toddled  o'er  the  town to  find  out  just  how  Pa  Knickerbocker's 

pix  homes home  offices exchanges et  cetera 

were  going  to  make  manana  memorable tomorrow! 

the  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  Movies! 


•      •      •      SAINT  or  Svengali could  not  have  thought  up  a  more 

innocuous  question than  that  which  we  put  to  a  number  of  pix  per- 
sonages   The   question  was (First  you  fill  in  the   name  of  the 

questioned   one,   e.g.,  Frank,  Moe,   Hector,   etc "(Blank), — You're   in 

the  picture  business;  what  SPECIAL  day  is  tomorrow?" The  answers 

were  indeed  devious Many  averred  it  was  Friday Many  syn- 

onymized  it  by  yawning  "Another  fish  day" Many  said:  "The  Yanks 

will  have  three  straight  by  then" One  mugg  said:   "That's  a  cinch, 

it's  Carole  Lombard's  birthday" while  another  opined  it  was  Janet 

Gaynor's Finally  we  crawled  back  to  the  toil  of  typing when 

a  pix  solon  inspiredly   responded "Friday,  Friday,  sure   it's  a  spe- 
cial day! They're  auctioning-off  some  waterfront  lots.... up  in   my 

town  in  Connecticut!" 


•      •      •     BUT  don't  draw  the  conclusion  from  our  experience 

that  something   isn't   going   to   be   done hereabouts   to 

make  the  public  more  movie-minded on  the  Golden  Anni- 
versary of  the  Movies  tomorrow No,  indeed there  will 

be  a  15-minute  broadcast from  1.15  to  1.30  p.m.  over  the  Red 

network   of  NBC the   speaker   being   Mrs.   Mina   M.   Edison 

Hughes widow  of  Thomas  A.  Edison Event  is  sponsored 

by  the  m.p.  department  of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Wo- 
men's Clubs of  which  Mrs.  Malcolm  Parker  MacCoy  is  chair- 
man  Isn't  it  the  height  of  something  or  other that  about 

the  sole  Golden  Jubilee  celebration  locally  is  via  the  radio 

(disliked  by  many  exhibs.  as  competition) and  sponsorship 

is  by  a  gracious  lady whose  organization  has  been  referred 

to  stigmatically as  a  "pressure  group" 


•      •      •      IF  you  have  a  spare  moment  today turn  to  Page  2100 

of    the    renowned    Burton    Stevenson    volume "The    Home    Book    of 

Quotations" There  you'll  find  an  amazing  maxim BY  THOMAS 

A.  EDISON "Everything  comes  to  him  who  hustles  while  he  waits" 

which  is   tag  line   enough 


CANADIAN  CONFERENCE 
SOON  ON  CLEARANCE 


«    «     « 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

est.  Arrangements  were  in  progress 
yesterday,  following  receipt  of  word 
from  Nathanson  that  he  was  agree- 
able to  the  discussion. 

Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  head  oVthe 
motion  picture  distributors  ai{^)JX~ 
hibitors  of  Canada,  has  communi- 
cated with  the  general  managers  of 
all  the  film  exchanges  in  the  Domin- 
ion and  the  latter  have  stated  they 
will  announce  their  attitude  toward 
the  proposed  plan  as  soon  as  the  con- 
ference between  the  committee  and 
Nathanson  has  been  held. 


"Intermezzo"  Opens  Tonight; 
Many  Notables  to  Attend 

Acceptances  from  internationally- 
known  celebrites  of  invitations  to 
attend  the  premiere  of  David  O. 
Selznick's  new  UA  production,  "In- 
termezzo, A  Love  Story,"  at  the 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  this  evening, 
continue  to  pour  in.  The  picture 
stars  Leslie  Howard  and  introduces 
in  her  first  American  picture,  In- 
grid  Bergman,  Sweden's  foremost 
actress. 

Among  those  who  will  attend  are 
Count  and  Countess  F.  Bernadotte; 
Count  and  Countess  H.  Hamilton, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nils  Melin,  Mrs.  Ker- 
stin  af  Buran,  Miss  Karin  Engberg, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tage  Palm,  Consul 
General  and  Mrs.  M.  Kastengren, 
Consul  Claes  Carbonnier.  Consul  and 
Mrs.  M.  Lindholm,  Mr.  Hilmer  Lund- 
beck,  Donna  Elly  Colonna  and  Dr. 
and  Mrs.   Henry  Goddard   Leach. 

Also,  Mr  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Hays 
Sulzberger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Backer,  Paul  Block,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dwight  Deere  Wiman,  Mortimer 
Berkowitz,  Miss  Frances  MacFad- 
den,  Rolf  A.  Christensen.  P.  O. 
Bahervuori.  Maury  Paul.  Miss  Eve 
Brown,  Miss  Gertrude  Bailey  and 
Miss    Nancy    Randolph. 


Bagatelle  Takes  Reade 

District  Manager  Post 

E.  Reisler.  district  manager  for  th0 
Walter  Reade  Theaters  in  New  York, 
has  resigned  his  position  to  enter 
the  hotel  supply  business  in  Miami. 
Seymour  Bagatelle,  former  booker 
and  district  manager  for  the  Morse- 
Rothenberg  circuit  in  Boston,  will 
take  over  the  post  vacated  by  Reis- 
ler, with  headquarters  at  the  City 
Theater. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Junction  City,  Kan. — Ken  Prickett, 
Junction  City  manager  of  the  Grif- 
fith-Dickinson Theaters  for  the  past 
vear.  was  married  on  Sept.  25  to 
Hazel  Rush  of  Junction  City,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents  at  Chan- 
ute.  Prior  to  his  present  connection, 
the  bridegroom  managed  theaters 
for  the  Schine  Circuit  in  Ohio  and 
Kentucky. 
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!T0A  COM.  TO  REVISE   REVIEWS  Of  H€UJ  FILMS 

ARBITRATE  PROPOSAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

course  of  action  and  re-submit  the 
plan  to  the  circuits.  On  Sept.  20,  the 
ITQA,  through  Brandt,  sent  letters 
to  v1T?'.-uit  operators  in  the  Metro- 
politan zone,  in  an  effort  to  sound 
out  their  willingness  to  arbitrate 
clearance  problems,  pointing  out 
that  the  distributors  were  willing  if 
the  circuits  would  co-operate.  Early 
indications  were  that  the  circuit 
heads  were  cool  to  the  proposal. 


Warner,  Cohn  Among  Today's 
Witnesses  in  Coast  Probe 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Several  union  officials, 
including  S.  B.  Newman,  internation- 
al representative  of  the  IATSE,  and 
H.  K.  Sorrell,  business  agent  of  the 
M.  P.  Painters  Union,  were  among 
witnesses  at  yesterday's  session  of 
the  Federal  grand  jury  which  is  en- 
quiring into  various  alleged  irregu- 
larities in  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try. 

Among  those  who  will  testify  to- 
day are  Harry  M.  Warner,  Harry 
Cohn,  Pat  Casey,  labor  contact  rep. 
of  the  AMPP,  and  his  assistant,  Vic- 
tor Clark. 


WB  to  Plug  Pix  With  Photos 
to  11,000  American  Schools 

Under  a  new  publicity  plan  just 
adopted  by  Warners.  li,000  public 
and  high  schools  throughout  the 
country  will  regularly  receive  sets 
of  3x4  photos  telling  the  story  of 
important  pix  for  use  in  photoplay 
appreciation  studies.  First  picture 
to  be  so  publicized  will  be  "On  Your 
Toes,"  musical  starring  Zorina.  with 
"The  Roaring  Twenties."  the  James 
Cagney  production,  and  "The  Pri- 
vate Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Es- 
sex," co-starring  Bette  Davis  and 
Errol   Flynn,   to  follow. 


Ontario  ITA  to  Convene 

in  Toronto  Next  Tuesday 

Toronto — Annual  meeting  of  the 
Independent  Theaters  Association  of 
Ontario  has  been  s°t  for  next  Tues- 
day at  the  King  Edward  Hotel  here. 


Reade  Managers  Shifted 

Asbury  Park — H.  Van  Vorst,  man- 
ager of  Reade's  St.  James  Theater, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  Savoy 
Theater  following  the  resignation 
of  Glendon  Redden.  Malcolm  Mar- 
shall, Paramount  manager,  moves 
to  the  St.  James  Theater  in  a  like 
capacity  with  R.  Mooney.  Lvric  The- 
ater manager,  succeeding  Marshall. 
Kennedy,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Community  Theater,  Morristown,  N. 
J.,  has  been  assigned  to  the  post 
vacated  by   Moonev   at  the   Lyric; 


"The  Great 
Commandment" 

with  jDhn    Beal,   Maurice  Moscovich,  Albert 

Dekker 
Czthedral    Films  85   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
STORY  OF  THE   CHRIST   EFFECTIVELY 
TOLD  HAS  WIDE  AUDIENCE  APPEAL. 

The  story  of  the  Christ  as  here  told  is 
something  that  everyone  should  see.  When 
a  Christian  minister,  the  Rev.  James  K. 
Friederich,  takes  it  upon  himself  to  spend 
a  huge  sum  of  his  own  money  to  dispel 
the  mistaken  version  of  the  Crucifixion 
and  to  sensibly  present  the  facts  of  His 
death  (due  to  His  becoming  too  strong 
and  powerful  for  the  Roman  dictator  Pon- 
tius), the  least  the  industry  can  do  is  to 
support  it.  As  a  regular  production,  this 
picture  can  be  shown  everywhere.  It 
has  a  splendid  cast  in  which  John  Beal, 
Maurice  Moscovich  and  Albert  Dekker 
stand  out  with  performances  that  make 
for  reality,  the  plot  is  always  interesting, 
serving  well  to  convey  Christ's  teachings, 
the  piece  is  well  mounted  in  all  depart- 
ments, and  throughout,  it  expresses  good 
taste  in  its  handling.  With  its  very 
important  message,  it  should  receive  the 
sort  of  presentation  which  will  not  allow 
this  message  to  be  in  vain.  John  Coyle, 
the  producer,  Dana  Burnet,  the  writer, 
and  Irving  Pichel,  the  director,  all  did  ex- 
cellent work  in  bringing  it  to  the  screen. 
Hans  Salter  and  Walter  Jurman  wrote 
the  very  fine  original  musical  score.  The 
story  tells  of  the  Roman  conquerors  of 
Jerusalem  levying  terrific  taxes  on  the 
Israelites  and  putting  into  bondage  those 
who  could  not  pay  them.  John  Beal  is 
the  leader  of  a  group  which  is  antagonistic 
to  the  Romans,  but  as  the  oldest  son  of  a 
Rabbi,  he  does  not  believe  in  bloodshed 
but  rather  looks  for  the  Messiah  who  will 
come  to  lead.  He  hears  of  Jesus  but  hi* 
father  believes  that  Christ  is  a  faker.  A 
solit  develops  between  father  and  son 
when  the  son  becomes  a  follower  of  Christ 
who  he  believes  is  the  Messiah.  A  Roman 
soldier  has  killed  John's  brother  and  in  so 
doing  he  himself  is  wounded.  Christ  in 
the  meantime  has  been  crucified  by  the 
Romans,  but  even  so  when  John  hears  his 
voice,  he  follows  Christ's  teachings  on  the 
brotherhood  of  man,  and  helps  nurse  the 
wcunded  soldier  to  health  even  though  his 
Deople  want  to  kill  the  soldier.  A  ro- 
mance runs  through  the  picture  in  which 
John  and  Tamar  (Marjorie  Cooley)  are 
deeply  in  love.  Their  parents  having 
arranged  for  it,  she  is  nearly  married  off 
to  John's  brother,  but  the  latter's  death 
opens  the  way  to  John  and  Tamar  bein<? 
reunited. 

CAST:  John  Beal,  Maurice  Moscovich. 
Albert  Dekker,  Marjorie  Coolev.  Warren 
McCullum,  Lloyd  Corrigan,  Ian  Wolfe.  Olaf 
Hvtten,  Anthony  Marlowe.  Lester  Scharff 
Albert  Soehr.  Marc  Loebell,  Harold  Minjir 
Earl  Gunn,  George  Rosener,  John  Merton 
Perry  Evans.  Stanley  Price,  D'Arcy  Corri- 
gan.  Max   Davidson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  T.  Coyle;  As- 
s°ciate  Producer,  Rev.  James  K.  Friedrich; 
Director,  Irving  Pichel;  Author,  Dana  Bur- 
net; Cameraman,  Charles  Boyle;  Art  Di- 
rector, Edward  Jewell;  Editor,  Ralph  Dixon: 


"The  Challenge" 

with     Robert    Douglas,    Joan    Gardner,    Luis 
Trenker,    Mary    Clare 

Film  Alliance  of  the   U.  S.  69  Mins. 

INTERESTING  MELLER  WITH  DOCU- 
MENTARY FLAVOR.  WILL  APPEAL  TO 
FANS    LIKING   ADVENTURE. 

Dealing  with  the  conquest  of  the  Mat- 
terhorn, — or  Mont  Cervin,  which  stands 
majestically  in  the  Swiss  and  Italian  Alps, 
having  an  approach  from  both  countries, — 
this  feature  can  best  be  described  as  an 
historical  documentary  melodrama.  To  ex- 
plain this  three-fold  designation,  the  foot- 
age is  historical  (although  considerable 
liberties  have  been  taken,  and  admittedly) 
because  it  relates  how,  at  a  time  virtually 
contemporaneous  with  our  own  Civil  War, 
the  Matterhorn  had  not  yet  been  scaled 
by  man.  But  along  came  a  young  Britisher, 
who  led  a  polyglot  party  up  the  slopes, 
gaining  the  14,780-ft.  summit  before  a 
rival  group.  Now  the  footage  is  also 
of  a  documentary  character  because  it 
concerns  itself  plainly  with  the  thesis  that 
mountain  climbing  is  decidedly  an  indus- 
try in  Switzerland,  albeit  it  is  usually 
defined  as  a  sport.  Next,  and  finally,  the 
opus  is  a  melodrama,  and  often  an  ex- 
citing one.  The  screenplay  stokes  up  the 
emotional  fires  of  the  audience  by  taking 
the  young  British  climber  and  a  noted 
Swiss  guide,  welding  them  into  a  great 
and  noble  friendship,  and  then  erasing  the 
Damon  and  Pythias  bond  after  they  were 
pledged  to  do  or  die  together  in  mastering 
the  Matterhorn.  Toward  the  finale,  when 
the  young  Britisher  has  succeeded,  while 
the  Swiss  guide  has  failed,  the  latter  is  big 
enough  in  defeat  to  vindicate  his  supposed 
enemy  who  has  been  charged  with  re- 
sponsibility for  the  death  of  several  mem- 
bers of  the  party  he  marched  in  triumph 
to  the  summit.  There  is  a  shred  of  love 
story,  but  only  that.  Scenically,  the  film 
is  attractive.  It  is  well  photographed,  and 
Director  Milton  Rosman  has  made  the  most 
of  limited  material.  Cast  gives  a  good  ac- 
count of  itself,  for  members  are  suffi- 
ciently "Continental"  to  be  convincing  in 
their   characterizations. 

CAST:  Robert  Douglas,  Luis  Trenker, 
Mary  Clare,  Fred  Groves,  Joan  Gardner, 
Frank  Birch,  Geoffrey  Wardwell,  Cyril 
Smith,    Moran   Capiat. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Denham  Films,  Ltd.; 
Director,  Milton  Rosmer;  Co-Director  of 
Alpine  scenes,  Luis  Trenker;  Art  Director, 
V'ncent  Korda;  Screenplay,  Emeric  Press- 
burger;  Scenario,  Patrick  Kirwan.  Milton 
Rosmer;  Cameraman,  Georges  Perinal;  Edi- 
tor, E.   B.  Jarvis. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Skillful. 


"Gold  Star  Mothers"  Nov.  11 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  William  A.  Ullman, 
Jr.,  has  been  assigned  to  write  "Gold 
Star  Mothers"  which  will  be  made 
by  Producers  Pictures  Corp.,  for  re- 
lease on  Nov.  11,  Armistice  Day. 


Music    by     Hans    Salter    and     Walter    Jur- 
man; Sound,  Hal  Baumbaugh. 

DIRECTION,       Fine.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very   Good. 


Film  Daily  sub- 
scribers raved 
about  the  1939 
Film  Year  Book. 

They  are  now 
congratulating 
us  on  the  Film 
Daily  Caval- 
cade. 

Both  of  these 
publications  are 
fine  books  but 
wait  until  you 
see  the  1940 
FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK 
It's  gonna  be 
somethin'! 
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MICH.  ALLIED  SEEKS 
ARBITRATION  RELIEF 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

distributors'  negotiating  committee, 
declined  to  comment  on  Michigan 
Allied's  Code  proposals  until  he  had 
had  time  to  study  them,  but  he  indi- 
cated that  Code  negotiations  ap- 
peared useless  in  view  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice's  action.) 

Delegates  were  of  the  opinion  that 
arbitration  is  an  essential  factor  in 
conducting  the  exhibition  side  of  the 
business  and  they  appeared  to  be  de- 
termined to  press  for  some  sort  of 
procedure. 

Ray  Branch  of  Hastings  was  re- 
elected president  of  the  unit.  Other 
officers  elected  yesterday  included: 
Cass  R.  Beechler,  vice-president;  Ed 
Kirschnei-,  secretary  -  treasurer; 
Henry  Carley,  William  Cassidy,  Glenn 
Cross,  Allen  Johnson,  W.  James  Ol- 
son, Fred  Pennell,  J.  H.  Ross,  P.  C. 
Schram,  William  Schulte,  Walter 
Semeyn,  J.  E.  Stocker  and  W.  G. 
Thick. 

A  resolution  was  passed  estab- 
lishing the  Michigan  unit's  office  as 
a  centralized  purchasing  agency  for 
the  first  time,  specifically  for  the 
purchase  of  lamps  for  which  quan- 
tity discounts  are  available. 

Another  resolution  was  passed  to 
draft  a  state  law  to  outlaw  or  regu- 
late free  shows,  subjecting  them  to 
the  same  regulations  and  financial 
requirements  as  regular  theaters  in 
the  interest  of  safety  and  fair  trade 
practice. 

The  convention  passed  another 
resolution  advocating  free  trailers 
from  the  distributors,  at  least  on 
percentage  pictures. 

Some  discussion  was  centered  on 
the  tax  situation  but  no  action  was 
taken.  Measures  for  strengthening 
the  organization  received  major  in- 
terest as  the  proper  tax  on  any  fu- 
ture amusement  tax  measures. 


Lincoln  Theater  Corp.'s 

Biz  Best  In  7  Years 


Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Lincoln  Theater 
Corp.  biz  for  the  first  three-quarters 
of  1939  has  been  superior  to  any 
run  since  1932.  The  summer  was 
likewise  better.  Big  contributor  to 
the  better  showing  was  the  opera- 
tion of  only  three  houses,  where  five 
or  more  had  been  maintained  in 
previous  years.  The  indie  Capitol  is 
slightly  better  off  than  1938,  and 
it  had  a  good  year  then.  The  other 
outfit,  Nebraska  Theaters,  Inc.,  has 
been  staying  even. 


Too  Much  Realism 

London  (By  Cable) — Police  censor  at 
Southend,  Essex  seaside  resort,  ordered 
recording  of  air-raid  sirens  deleted  from 
sound  track  of  Metro's  "Idiot's  Delight" 
before  pix  could  play  there.  Censor  ex- 
plained that  audiences  might  take  the 
alarms   as    the    real    thing. 


Oldfield's  500th 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Sunday  Journal  and 
Star's  movie  editor,  Barney  Oldfield, 
joins  the  consistent  long-timers  on  ra- 
dio, Oct.  19,  when  he  does  his  500th 
consecutive  broadcast  over  KFOR  with 
Hollywood  gab.  Has  been  at  it  six  days 
weekly  since  starting.  Same  sponsor  is 
hanging   on,   the   Lincoln   Theater   Corp. 


Four-fold  Threat  in  Ohio's 
Constitutional  Amendments 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ITO  of  Ohio  warns  in  a  bulletin. 
Amendments  will  be  voted  Nov.   7. 

The  ITO  bulletin,  declaring  that 
enactment  would  mean  the  raising 
of  $300,000,000  annually  through 
new  taxes,  says,  "we  believe  that,  if 
the  election  were  held  tomorrow,  the 
chances  are  three-  or  four-to-one 
that  they  would  pass  overwhelming- 
ly." Bulletin  adds,  "Every  theater 
owner,  every  exchange  employe — in 
fact  every  individual  employe  con- 
nected with  the  motion  picture  in- 
lustry  in  this  state  who  values  his 
job,  should  immediately  study  this 
problem  and  do  something  about  it." 

Tax  threats  to  the  industry  fore- 
seen if  the  amendments  pass  are 
summarized  by  the  ITO  as: 

"1.  Payroll  tax,  which  would  pro- 
duce $24,000,000  for  each  one  per 
cent  levied. 

"2.  Increase  in  the  present  3  per 
cent  admissions  tax  to  the  old  rate 
of  lc  for  each  10c  of  admissions. 
This  change  would  'up'  the  annual 
admissions  tax  from  $1,500,000  to 
more  than  $5,000,000. 

"3.  Gross  turnover  tax,  which 
probably  would  take  the  form  of  a 
one,  two  or  three  per  cent  levy  on 
every  transaction,  business,  trade, 
and  the  professions,  including  retail 
sales,  and  would  be  collected  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  retail  sales  and 
excise  taxes. 

"4.  Advertising  assessment  of  10 
per  cent  of  price  paid  for  newspaper 
space,  radio  time  and  all  other  ad- 
vertising media.  Would,  of  course, 
be  paid  by  the  advertiser." 


Say  Wolchak  Denies 

CIO  Operators  Move 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dent  of  the  Wholesale  and  Retail  em- 
ployes' union,  CIO  international 
union  which  granted  the  258  charter, 
had  denied  to  306  executives  that  the 
charter  covered  operators. 

Showdown  on  the  issue  is  expected 
quickly.  Local  306  is  determined  to 
stamp  out  any  dual  unionism  and  is 
said  to  have  the  complete  support 
of  the  IA.  The  Local's  spokesman 
said  that  Wolchak  had  refuted  the 
258  operator  jurisdictional  claim  at 
a  meeting  last  week  in  the  office  of 
Morris  Feinston,  president  of  the 
United  Hebrew  Trades,  with  Joseph 
Basson,  Local  306  prexy,  Richard 
Scott,  306  organizer,  Feinston  and 
Wolchak  present.  Wolchak  was  said 
to  have  outlined  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  258  charter  in  the  theatrical  field 
as  covering  doormen  and  ushers,  but 
definitely  not  operators.  No  mention 
was  made  of  stagehands,  which  jur- 
isdiction is  also  claimed  by  258  in 
the  theatrical  field. 

Wolchak  is  reported  to  have 
p  greed  to  a  meeting  with  the  I A  and 
Local  306  as  soon  as  he  returns  from 
the  CIO  convention  on  the  Coast.  It 
was  also  asserted  that  Wolchak 
agreed  to  withdraw  any  jurisdiction- 
al claim  from  the  Local  258  charter 
which  conflicted  with  IA  jurisdiction, 
if  they  could  prove  that  they  had  al- 
ready, or  were  actively  engaged  in 
organizing  a  field  before  the  258 
charter  was  granted. 

Local  306  is  expected  to  make  a 
formal  demand  on  the  CIO  that  the 
charter  be  withdrawn.  The  New 
Yorker  Theater  recently  dismissed 
the  Local  306  operators  employed 
there  and  hired  258  men.  The  the- 
ater is  now  being  picketed  by  Local 
306  with  the  theater  retaliating  by 
placing  a  large  sign  in  front  of  the 
house  stating  the  they  employ  recog- 
nized CIO  operators.  This  act  served 
to  touch  off  the  fireworks. 


Samuel  Pinanski  Re-elected 
Prexy  of  Allied  of  Mich. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Fred  Greenway  and  Harry  McDonald 
of  Loew's,  Inc.,  and  RKO  respective- 
ly for  former  representatives  of 
those  circuits,  who  are  now  else- 
where. 

Jack  Devlin  of  Loew's  was  re- 
elected vice-president;  Stanley  Sum- 
ner, a  Cambridge  exhibitor,  treas- 
urer, and  Joseph  Brennan,  secretary 
and  business  manager. 


Akron  Biz  Hits  Pre-1929 

Pace,  with  Grosses  Rising 

Akron,  O.  —  Business  conditions 
here  are  steadily  improving  for  the 
first  time  since  the  1929  crash,  ac- 
cording to  Frank  E.  Belles,  Republic 
special  sales  representative.  Rubber 
companies  are  putting  on  more  men 
to  take  care  of  increased  production. 
Department  stores  show  a  decided 
improvement,  and  all  of  this  adds 
up  to  better  theater  attendance  as 
reflected   in  increased  box-office  re- 


Examine  Lenrose  Officers 
in  Trust  Suit  Preliminary 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
companies  and  MPPDA,  was  started 
yesterday  in  the  office  of  Louis  Ni- 
zer,  of  the  law  firm  of  Phillips  & 
Nizer.  Testimony  under  stipulation 
filed  in  the  Federal  Court  will  be 
deemed  equivalent  to  a  bill  of  par- 
ticulars. 

Plaintiff  was  owner  of  a  Newark 
theater 


Two  Thanksgivings,  But  No 
Armistice  Day  in  Colorado 

Denver — Film  interests  throughout 
Colorado  were  speculating  yesterday 
as  to  what  effect  Gov.  Ralph  Carr's 
move  to  ditch  Armistice  Day  and 
celebrate  two  Thanksgivings  will 
have  on  business.  The  Governor 
said  of  Armistice  Day:  "Everything 
this  observance  stands  for  is  gone." 
He  announced  he  would  proclaim 
Nov.  30  as  Thanksgiving,  in  addi- 
tion to  Nov.  23,  proclaimed  by  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 


MONO,  REPORTS  8-MO. 

PROFIT  OF  $78,773 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  Leon  Fromkess.  Other  directors 
re-elected  were  W.  Ray  Johnston. 
J.  A.  Sisto,  O.  Henry  Briggs,_Wil- 
liam  B.  Jaffe,  Scott  R.  Dunlap/.  -em 
Carr,  Thomas  P.  Loach  and  1  -con 
V.  Ritehey. 

In  submitting  the  report  for  the 
26-week  period  ended  July  1,  John- 
ston disclosed  a  profit  of  $41,541.21. 
In  November  and  December  of  last 
year — the  first  two  months  in  which 
the  company  operated  in  the  black — 
a  profit  of  $37,132.68  was  earned. 

In  commenting  on  the  future  of 
the  company  in  light  of  the  European 
situation,  Johnston  told  the  stock- 
holders that  the  war  probably  would 
react  less  definitely  on  Monogram 
because  of  the  fact  that  in  Eng- 
land the  company  is  "guaranteed 
a  certain  advance  on  each  picture 
as  delivered  against  our  percentage, 
instead  of  operating  on  a  strictly 
percentage  basis  as  most  companies 
do." 

Johnston  said  that  "Mutiny  in  the 
Big  House"  would  be  the  company's 
biggest  picture  to  date  and  that  a 
substantial  profit  on  it  was  antici- 
pated, adding  that  Washington  Irv- 
ing's  classic,  "Rip  Van  Winkle," 
which  goes  into  production  soon  also 
would  be  made  on  a  large  scale. 

"We  look  forward  with  optimism 
to  the  coming  season  as  one  which 
should  do  much  to  advance  Mono- 
gram's name  in  the  motion  picture 
industry,"  Johnston  concluded. 

Officers  re-elected  by  the  direc- 
tors were  Johnston,  president;  Scott 
R.  Dunlap,  vice-president  for  pro- 
duction; Edward  A.  Golden,  vice- 
president  for  exchanges;  George  W. 
Weeks,  vice-president  for  sales; 
Madeleine  White,  secretary;  H.  G. 
Davis,  assistant  treasurer,  and 
Harry    Iverson,    comptroller. 


'Wizard  of  Oz"  Caravan  Off 
for  St.  Louis  at  Week-End 


M-G-M's  "Wizard  of  Oz,"  on  na- 
tion-wide tour,  continues  to  be  a 
tremendous  success  everywhere.  In 
the  Indianapolis  and  Chicago  terri- 
tories caravan  brought  excellent  pub- 
licity breaks,  including  front-page 
space  on  many  occasions. 

The  caravan  will  go  on  to  St.  Louis 
territory  this  week-end,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  Minneapolis,  Omaha  and 
Kansas  City,  completing  the  Western 
tour  before  returning  to  New  York 
for  visits  to  Long  Island  and  New 
Jersey  spots. 


They're  Qualified 

Lincoln,  Neb.— Many  an  exhib.  has 
said  that  getting  film  patronage  in  this 
drouth  stricken  area  is  like  pulling  teeth 
There  are  two  exhibs.  who  know  where- 
of they  speak  in  matters  of  that  kind- 
Frank  Rider,  Wauneta,  and  J.  T.  Palensky 
Howells. 

Both  men  are  dentists  through  the 
day. 


M       I*       PROP      <*      IJ    I    S  T 
44TH      ST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Report  Up-State  Exhibs.  Back  Cohen  in  Allied  Row 

MOVE  tO ET  UP  NATIONAL  ARBITRATION  LOOMS 

N.  Y.  Circuits  and  Local  306  May  Effect  Compromise 


Agreement   May  Be   Reached 

Without  Recourse  to 

Arbitration 

Possibility  that  wage  scale  nego- 
tiations between  the  New  York  cir- 
cuits and  Local  306,  operators  union, 
may  be  settled  without  recourse  to 
arbitration,  was  reported  yesterday 
by  sources  close  to  the  negotiations. 
It  was  believed  that  some  agree- 
ment on  wage  increases  will  be 
reached  and  a  rider  attached  to  the 
pact  whereby  a  revision  may  be 
made  in  a  shorter  period  than  the 
year's  time  stipulated  in  the  orig- 
inal contract  if  conditions  so  neces- 
sitate. 

Union    is    asking    for    a    25    per 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


LESERMAN  FINISHING 
WARNER-FWCPIXDEAl 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Carl  Leserman  is  here 
from  New  York  to  complete  negotia- 
tions under  which  the  Fox  West 
Coast  circuit,  which  operates  200  the- 
aters in  California,  Arizona,  Mon- 
tana and  Nevada,  will  buy  Warners 
entire  lineup  for  the  1939-40  sea- 
son. 

En  route  to  California,  Leserman 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


WB  Stops  Brit.  Production 
Till  War  Ends;  Sax  to  Coast 

Probability  that  Sam  Sax  will  join 
the  Coast  production  staff  at  the 
Warner  studios  was  foreseen  yes- 
terday, when  it  was  learned  that  he 
will  go  to  the  Coast  next  week.  The 
company,   it  is  understood,  has   de- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Pathe  Film  to  Dispose 

of  duPont  Stock  by  '40? 

Although  the  plan  submitted  to 
duPont  Film  Manufacturing  Co.  re- 
cently by  Pathe  Film  Corp.,  covering 
either  sale  or  disbursal  to  stockhold- 
ers of  the  duPont  stock  owned  by 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


11  Amusement  Issues  on  Big  Board  Higher 

Amusement  stocks  on  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  yesterday  showed  a  firmer 
tone,  with  11  issues  advancing  and  only  two  dropping  behind.  Most  substantial  advance 
was  by  Paramount's  first  preferred,  which  closed  at  78,  a  gain  of  21/4.  Warners 
preferred  moved  up  1  'A  to  44  and  20th-Fox  preferred  closed  at  24  for  a  point  gain. 
Amusement  bonds  were  virtually   inactive   as  were  Curb  stocks. 


WILL  HAYS  TO  GIVE 
EULOGY  ON  LAEMMLE 


Will  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  will 
deliver  a  eulogy  on  "My  Friend, 
Carl  Laemmle,  the  Pioneer,"  at  a 
memorial  service  to  be  held  at  8:15 
p.m.  tonight  at  the  West  End  Syna- 
gogue, 160  W.  82nd  St.  Rabbi  Na- 
than Stern  will  officiate.  A  similar 
service  will  be  held  tonight  in  Chi- 
cago. 

The   Pacific   Body    of   Masons,    of 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Film  Execs,  to  Attend 

Gen.  Johnson  Luncheon 


Gen.  Hugh  S.  Johnson,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  recent  Infantile 
Paralysis  Campaign  in  Greater  New 
Vork,  today  will  receive  a  check  of 
$14,595,  part  of  a  special  contribu- 
tion of  $50,000  bv  the  Will  Rogers 
Memorial     Commission    for     aid    to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


THREE  MAJORS  GUARD 
AGAINST  EX.  LOSSES 


At  least  three  major  companies 
have  fortified  themselves  against 
losses  from  England  due  to  the  de- 
preciation of  about  15  p.c.  in  sterling 
exchange,  according  to  the  Wall 
Street  Journal. 

The  financial  paper  points  out  that 
Loew's,  Paramount  and  Warners 
"have    all   hedged   their    foreign    in- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Withdraw  "Hell's  Angels"; 
Hughes  to  Remake  War  Pix 

Hell's  Angels"  has  been  withdrawn 
from  distribution,  effective  yester- 
day, following  the  decision  of  How- 
ard Hughes,  its  producer,  to  remake 
the  picture.  Astor  Pictures  Corp., 
distributors  of  "Hell's  Angels,"  has 
notified  its  exchanges  not  to  release 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Syracuse  -  Rochester  -  Buffalo  Support 
for  Max  Cohen  Claimed  in  Allied  Row 


West  Coast  Industry  Probe 

is  Virtually  at  an  End 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  The  Federal  grand 
jury,  which,  under  the  direction  of 
Special  Federal  Prosecutor  Charles 
H.  Carr,  has  been  questioning  mem- 
bers of  the  film  colony,  last  night 
virtually  closed  its  probe  of  alleged 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Direct  and  in- 
direct comment  from  exhibitors  in 
this  area,  following  the  indie  meet- 
ing here  on  Tuesday,  indicate  that 
there  is  little  chance  for  a  national 
Allied  unit  to  establish  itself  in  New 
York  State.  The  feeling  here  was 
that  most  of  the  members  of  the 
unaffiliated  New  York  Allied  organi- 
zation were  backing  President  Max 
A.  Cohen  to  the  limit. 

A  checkup  of  those  who  attended 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Execs.  Said  to  be  Considering 

Uniform  Arbitration  Plan 

Based  on  Code 

A  move  to  put  arbitration  boards 
on  a  definite  keel  and  on  a  national 
basis  is  reported  to  be  quietly  in 
work.  While  top  industry  executives 
are  reluctant  to  discuss  the  report, 
it  has  been  known  for  some  time  that 
distribution  heads  have  refused  to 
consider  the  proposed  track  practice 
Code  as  being  dead,  and,  if  many  of 
the  points  are  frowned  upon  by  the 
Department  of  Justice,  at  least  the 
arbitration  clauses  can  be  salvaged, 
in  the  opinion  of  several  sales  execs. 

The  demand  of  Michigan  Allied  for 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

BLUMBERG,  PRUTZMAN 
ADD  TO  "IT  HOLDINGS 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Report  of  Universal 
Corp.  to  the  SEC  states  Nathan  J. 
Blumberg,  "U"  prexy,  has  acquired 
500  common  voting  trust  certificates 
bringing  his  total  to  3,000  and 
Charles  D.  Prutzman,  "U"  vice-pres- 
ident and  general  counsel,  has  ac- 
quired 100  of  the  certificates,  bring- 
ing his  total  to  500. 

Universal     Pictures     Co.     reports 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


ITOA  to  "Review"  Film 

Stars  Appearing  on  Air 

ITOA,  which  recently  declared  war 
anew  on  pix  stars  appearing  on  the 
air,  is  adopting  a  new  line  of  strat- 
egy. Henceforth  the  exhib.  unit  will 
"review"  in  the  Independent,  its 
house  organ,  radio  shows  in  which 
film   players  appear. 

Initial  air  shows  to  get  the  ITOA's 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


LeBaron,  Para.  Production 
Head,  Hops  to  Coast  Today 

William  LeBaron,  Paramount's 
managing  director  of  production, 
leaves  today  via  Sky  Chief  for  Holly- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat lll/8     11         ny8   +     i/8 

Col.  Picts.  vte.  <2yi%>    7%       7'/2       73/4  —     Va 
Columbia     Picts.    pfd.  19y2     193/8     191/2   +     Vi 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...     8%       8%       &A  +     Vs 

East.   Kodak   153y2   151 '/2  151 '/2  —  1 

do    pfd 1561/2  156        156         

Cen.    Th.    Eq 91/2       9'/2       91/2   +     % 

Loew's,    Inc 34?/8     337/8     345/8   +     7/8 

do    pfd 103       103       103       +   13/8 

Paramount    8  73/4       7%      

Paramount   1st   pfd...    78         78         78       +  2V4 
Paramount  2nd  pfd...      9  9  9 

Pathe  Film    113/8     H3/8     H3/8      

RKO      15/8         15/8         15/8       

20th    Century-Fox     ..    14y2     14         14l/4   +      1/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24         23'/2     24       +   1 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 4y4       4'/8       4%   +      Vb 

do    pfd 44         44         44        +    1 1/4 

NEW   YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loews    deb.    3V2S46 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47    78'/2     78         78'/2      

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor    11%     11%     1134   4-     3/8 

Trans-Lux 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100         

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 4  5y2 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45.  .  .   63         66 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 583/4     61 1/4 


SAFETY    LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Griffith  Brief  Contends 

D  of  J  Moving  Too  Fast 

Oklahoma  City — The  Department 
of  Justice  is  moving  too  fast  in  its 
anti-trust  suit  against  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.  the  circuit  alleges  in 
a  brief  filed  in  the  Federal  District 
Court  clerk's  office  here. 

The  brief  asserts  that  the  circuit 
attorneys  have  not  had  time  to  pre- 
pare answers  as  yet  and  intimates 
that  if  the  Government  took  its  time 
in  the  preparation  of  briefs,  it 
wouldn't  make  errors  of  fact  and 
of  law. 

The  Government  suit  seeks  to  dis- 
solve the  Griffith  circuits  and  re- 
strain distributors  from  making  con- 
tracts with  the  circuits  which  it  is 
alleged  have  through  such  contracts 
created  a  monopoly  in  violation  of 
the  Sherman  Anti-Trust  Act. 


SI  Taking  3-Month  Holiday 
from  Prod'n,  Starting  Jan.  1 

With  Selznick  International  plan- 
ning to  suspend  production  for  three 
months,  starting  Jan.  1,  the  com- 
pany's Eastern  story  department  is 
being  reduced  in  personnel. 

Outside  of  the  story  department 
there  will  be  no  other  personnel 
changes  in  the  home  office.  "Re- 
becca" will  complete  David  O.  Selz- 
nick's  program  for  1939  and  he  al- 
ready has  lined  up  enough  story  ma- 
terial to  carry  him  for  a  year  or 
more  without  any  additional  pur- 
chases. 


Golden  Gate  Exposition 

To  Call  It  Quits  Oct.  29 


San  Francisco  —  Directors  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  the  Golden 
Gate  Exposition  will  close  Oct.  29 
instead  of  Dec.  2  due  to  the  poor 
attendance  the  last  30  days.  Mean- 
while, the  Business  Men's  Commit- 
tee, seeking  to  raise  $1,650,000  to 
carry  the  Fair  through  the  Winter 
and  prepare  for  reopening  in  the 
Spring,  report  that  success  seems 
assured. 


Mort  Singer  Theaters 

to  Increase  Vaude  Use 


Chicago — Mort  Singer  houses  in 
Minneapolis  and  Iowa  cities  will  in- 
crease the  use  of  vaude,  according  to 
Morgan  Ames,  circuit's  general  man- 
ager. Pickup  in  biz  in  Iowa  spots 
is  reported. 


Quebec  Exhib.  Nominated 

Montreal — Charles  Magnan,  own- 
er of  the  Malartic  Theater,  Malartic, 
has  been  nominated  Liberal  candi- 
date for  Abitibi  County  in  the  Que- 
bec provincial  elections  Oct.  25. 


Capra  Pix  Out  Oct.  19 

"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
Frank  Capra's  latest  Columbia  pro- 
duction will  be  released  nationally 
Oct.  19. 


'Iron  Mask"  Clicking  Big 
in  Latin-America — Kelly 

Edward  Small's  "The  Man  in  the 
Iron  Mask"  in  territories  below  the 
Rio  Grande  is  mopping  up,  proving 
the  biggest  b.o  bonanza  since  Chap- 
lin's "Modern  Times,"  Arthur  W. 
Kelly,  UA  vice-prexy  in  charge  of 
foreign  distribution,  said  yesterday. 
Kelly  cited  the  film's  showing  in 
Mexico,   Cuba  and  Chile. 

Newspaper  cables  to  the  effect 
that  the  British  had  banned  "An 
Englishman's  Home"  which  UA  is 
reless.ng  in  the  U.  K.  are  erroneous, 
Kelly  stated.  Film,  he  said,  is 
playing  at  the  London  Pavilion;  it 
shows  an  enemy  air  invasion  of 
England. 


Strike  at  Paramount  News 

Settled  by  Pat  Casey 

Strike  called  at  Paramount  News 
by  Local  52,  studio  mechanics,  was 
settled  yesterday  by  Pat  Casey  over 
the  long  distance  phone  from  the 
Coast  after  he  had  talked  to  both 
the  union  and  newsreel  executives. 
The  one-day  strike  resulted  from  a 
move  by  the  reel  to  make  a  further 
cut  in  the  number  of  union  men 
working  in  one  of  the  departments. 

It  is  expected  that  when  Casey  re- 
turns from  the  Coast  the  matter  will 
be  reviewed  in  full.  Union  demand 
that  no  further  cut  of  Local  52  men 
be  made  at  this  time  in  the  depart- 
ment in  question  was  met  by  the  reel. 

67  Educational  Pictures 

In  Circulation  In  Canada 


Montreal — There  are  67  education- 
al films  in  circulation  in  Canada  in 
four  travelling  film  libraries,  it  was 
reported  here  last  night  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Directors'  of  the 
National  Film  Society  of  Canada. 
They  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Society  for  educational  purposes, 
with  funds  provided  by  the  Imperial 
Relations  Trust  and  are  available 
for  schools  and  other  institutions. 


Chicago  Trade  Mourning 

Cardinal  as  Pix  Friend 


Chicago — Film  trade,  which  re- 
garded the  late  Cardinal  Mundelein 
as  a  warm  friend,  will  be  well  repre- 
sented at  the  funeral  services  in 
Holy  Name  Cathedral  today.  Cardi- 
nal Mundelein  had  a  projector  in- 
stalled in  his  residence,  and  fre- 
quently saw  late  releases.  The 
Cardinal  also  encouraged  the  use  of 
films  in  parochial  schools. 
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COfllMG  ADD  G0MG 


WILLIAM  LE  BARON  planes  to  the  Coast  to- 
day  via   the   Sky   Chief. 

WILLIAM  SCULLY  and  F.  J.  A.  McCARTHY. 
Universal  sales  execs.,  arrive  in  Dallas  today 
from   New  York. 

H.  M.  RICHEY,  director  of  exhibito'  rela- 
tions for  RKO,  has  returned  to  New  Yt  'cfter 
attending    the    Michigan    Allied    conventil 

FRANKLYN  WARNER  has  arrived  fom  the 
Coast. 

ERNST  LUBITSCH   has  returned  to  Hollywood. 

CEORGE  KALLMAN,  RKO  exec,  sails  for  South 
America  today  on  the  Santa  Lucia  to  return  to 
his   post   in   Santiago,   Chile. 

RAYMOND  MASSEY  leaves  the  Coast  tomor- 
row   for    New   York. 

ARTHUR  WILLI,  head  of  RKO's  new  talent 
department,  has  left  New  York  for  Chicago 
to  scout   plays  and   broadcasts  there. 

PAUL  WHITEMAN,  accompanied  by  MRS. 
WHITEMAN,  arrived  in  New  York  last  night  on 
the  TWA  Gold  Coaster  for  the  Ascap  concert 
tonight    in   Carnegie   Hall. 


on    the    Coast    this 


MERLE    OBERON    arrives 
week-end  from   New  York. 

GEORGE  HURRELL,  Warner  portrait  photog- 
rapher, has  returned  to  the  studio  after  a  vaca- 
tion  in  Hawaii. 

WALT  and  ROY  DISNEY  have  returned  to  Hol- 
lywood from  Hawaii  after  a  three-week  vaca- 
tion. 

TEX  RITTER  has  returned  to  Hollywood  after 
a  personal  appearance  tour  through  the  South- 
west. 

CARL  LESERMAN  has  arrived  in  Hollywood  on 
Warner-Fox  West  Coast  product  deal. 

ERNIE  WESTMORE  arrives  here  on  the  Wash- 
ington  from    Europe. 


Night 

and 

Day! 

You  get  Top-Speed  Service  by 

R  A I LWAY 

Express 

Films  —  talkies,  silents,  features,  news- 
reels— are  handled  with  care  at  top  speed 
by  dependable  RAILWAY  EXPRESS.  You 
beat  countless  deadlines  day  and  night 
by  this  complete,  convenient,  nation- 
wide route.  Economical  express  rates 
include  pick-up  and  delivery  in  all  cities 
and  principal  towns  and  double-receipt 
security.  Whatever  your  requirements— 
for  scheduled  or  special  shipments— just 
phone  your  local  RAILWAY  EXPRESS 
office  for  service  right  to  your  door. 

For  3  -mile-a-minute  speed,  use 
Air  Express—  2500  miles  overnight! 

1839. . .  A  Century  of  Service. . .  1939 

Railway 
Express 
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BLUMBERG,  PRUTZMAN 

ADD  TO  "IT  HOLDINGS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Prutzman  has  acquired  10  shares  of 
8  per  cent  cumulative  1st  preferred 
sto__j  representing  his  entire  hold- 
ingc^h  this  class. 

Acquisition  of  68  additional  shares 
of  Loew's  Boston  Theaters  common 
stock  by  Loew's,  Inc.,  was  also  dis- 
closed in  the  SEC's  semi-monthly 
summary  of  security  transactions 
and  holdings.  The  parent  company 
now  holds  99,860  shares  of  the  Bos- 
ton subsidiary. 

Monogram  Pictures  Corp.  reported 
George  W.  Weeks  holds  1,000  shares 
of  common  stock  directly  and  800 
shares  through  Monogram  Pictures, 
Inc.,  after  disposing  of  200  shares 
through  that  organization.  Weeks 
holds  no  options  for  common  stock 
directly  but  reports  7,141  options 
through  Monogram  Pictures,  Inc. 

Kenneth  M.  Young  disposed  of  100 
shares  of  Pathe  Film  Corp.  common 
stock  and  now  holds  300  shares,  it 
was  reported. 


La  Guardia  Will  Welcome 
SMPE  Delegates  to  N.  Y. 


Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  has 
accepted  an  invitation  to  address  the 
opening-day  informal  get-together 
luncheon  of  the  SMPE's  Fall  Con- 
vention, it  is  announced  by  E.  A. 
Williford,  society  president.  Lunch- 
eon will  be  held  in  the  Grand  Ball- 
room of  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  Convention  will  be  held 
Oct.  16-19. 

An  unusually  large  West  Coast 
contingent  will  attend  the  Conven- 
tion, according  to  advance  registra- 
tions being  received  from  Hollywood, 
Convention  headquarters  reports. 

Mrs.  Oscar  F.  Neu,  Convention 
hostess,  has  completed  plans  for  a 
program  for  the  ladies,  which  will 
be  conducted  by  her  11-m ember  la- 
dies' reception  committee. 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER  6 
Janet    Gaynor  Carole    Lombard 

Alice    Knowland  Owen   Davis,   Jr. 

William   Rosenberg 

OCTOBER  7 
Robert  Z.   Leonard  Jack    Mulhall 

Andy  Devine  Max   Ree 

Edward  Peskay 

OCTOBER  8 
Rouben   Mamoulian  Edythe  Chapman 

Finis    Fox  Daniel  P.  O'Shea 


4LCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  A4.  DALY; 

T  T  ▼ 


•  •      •      PERHAPS    the   best-turned   phrase   of    the   day is   that 

which  appears  side  by  side  with  the  postmark on  the  Ascap  en- 
velopes which  have  been  bearing  tickets  for  the  organization's  25th  An- 
niversary "Festival  of  American  Music" The  phrase  is  "Justice  for 

Genius" We're  for  it  100  per  cent if  Gene(ius)  Buck  will  have 

a  similar  celebration  each  year for  these  concerts  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  more  good-will  toward  Ascap  than  any  single  deed  to  date 

They   have    been   not   merely    the    talk    of    this    town but    of 

countless  communities  which  the  concerts  have  reached  via  radio 

T  T  T 

•  •      e     JUST  so  there  will  be  no  misunderstanding over 

what  might  be  interpreted  as  a  criticism  of  the  Hays  Office 

in  this  column  yesterday anent  the  lackadaisical  attitude  of 

local  filmdom  in  earmarking  today for  celebration  fittingly 

of  the  actual  50th  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  motion  pictures 

this  department  goes  out  of  its  way  to  assert  that  the  greatest  of 

credit  should  go  to  MPPDA,  Ken  Clark  and  Joel  Swenson 

for  their  work  nationally  and  hereabouts to  put  the  celebra- 
tion on  the  map Unfortunately,  as  they  stormed  objectives 

there  was  a  minimum  of  artillery  support 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     THE  How  True  Department: (taken  from  the  dialogue 

of   the   20th-Fox   moneybunch,   "Hollywood  Cavalcade") "He   hasn't 

been  behind  a  camera  in  almost  two  years and  in  this  industry 

two  years  is  more  than  two  lifetimes" 

T  T  T 

•  CO  THERE'S  little  romance  or  human  interest  connected 
with  the  average  statistics  relating  to  the  pix  biz For  ex- 
ample  it's    a    pretty    clammy    climax after    weeks    and 

weeks  of  tortuous  work to  be  rewarded  with  one  digit 

which  represents  the  percentage  of  Caucasian  children who 

attend  Chinatown  film  theaters during  the  supper  show  on 

Arbor  Day but  the  boys  who  conceived  the  idea of  hold- 
ing the  Walter  Wanger  "Eternally  Yours"  contest to  determine 

the  longest-married  couple  in  the  U.  S came  off  with  some 

statistics  which  at  least  have  some  human  interest 


•  •  •  THE  research  in  connection  with  the  "Eternally  Yours"  con- 
test   revealed we    are    told the    fact    that    there    are    40.000 

American  couples  who  have  been  married  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury  Think  of  it! That's  longer  ago  than  the  Kinetoscope's  bow 

Only  20  couples  have  been  married  more  than  70  years But 

that  means  all  were  hitched  at  least  three  years  before  Leland  Stanford 
ordered  taken  the  pix  of  the  running  horse which  was  prob- 
ably the  first  pitcure  analysis  of  motion The  oldest  married  couple 

turned  out  to  be  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  M.  Goben,  of  Lucas,  Iowa 

with  a  matrimonial  record  of  78   years Unable   to  attend  today's 

Roxy  world  premiere  of  the  pix as  originally  planned. . .  .the  Gobens 

had  a  premiere  of  their  own  last  night at  Des  Moines where 

UA  specially  screened  the  Wanger  feature 


«      «      « 


»      »      » 


LESERMAN  FINISHING 

WARNER-FWG  PIX  DEAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stopped  off  in  Salt  Lake  City  where 
he  completed  an  important  deal  with 
the  Publix  Salt  Lake  circuit,  oper- 
ating more  than  35  houses  in  Utah 
and  Idaho.  Harry  David  handled 
arrangements  for  the  circuit. 


West  Coast  Industry  Probe 

is  Virtually  at  an  End 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

film  income  tax  evasions  and  labor 
racketering. 

Although  Carr  may  call  a  few 
more  witnesses  he  intends  to  go  to 
Washington  next  week  to  make  a  re- 
port to  Attorney  General  Frank  Mur- 
phy regarding  the  extent  of  his  in- 
quiry here. 

Harry  M.  Warner  and  Harry  Cohn 
were    among   yesterday's   witnesses. 


Three  U.  S.  Majors  Guard 

Against  Exchange  Loss 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

come  for  some  months  ahead  by 
short  positions  in  the  pound  made 
well  before  the  war  began  so  that 
exchange  losses  will  not  be  an  im- 
portant factor  during  the  remainder 
of  this  year." 


Lee  Stewart  Authors'  Rep. 

Announcement  was  made  yester- 
day by  Lee  Stewart,  former  casting 
director  at  Warners  Eastern  studios, 
that  he  was  opening  offices  in  the 
RKO  Building  as  a  manager  for  au- 
thors and  artists.  He  is  also  repre- 
senting two  Hollywood  agencies  here. 


Para,  to  Star  Donlevy 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Paramount  has  signed 
Brian  Donlevy  to  a  three-picture 
cmtract  with  succeeding  option.  He 
will  be  starred  in  "Down  Went  Mc- 
Ginty." 


Turner,  Prickett  Aide 

Junction  City,  Kan.- — J.  R.  Turner 
has  been  appointed  assistant  to  Ken 
Prickett,  Griffith-Dickinson  city  man- 
ager here.  Turner  was  formerly 
with  the  Associated  Theaters  in  In- 
dependence. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Louis  Olshan,  Columbia  exchange 
cashier,  Albany  branch,  will  marry 
Miss  Helen  Goldstein  in  the  67th  St. 
Synagogue,  Sunday,  Oct.  15.  Branch 
Manager  Joseph  Miller  and  Mrs. 
Miller  will  lead  the  Columbia  contin- 
gent from  Albany  for  the  wedding. 
Olshan  will  be  tendered  a  bachelor 
dinner  by  Film  Row  friends  next 
week. 


It  will  give  you  the 

BIGGEST  Ol 


Wi 


$1,000 

i  TOUCHDOWN 

ie  Only  Football  Picture  Now  in  Release 
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SAY  UP-STATE  EXHIBS. 
BACK  COHEN  IN  ROW 


\ssoeiuted  British  to  Start  Three  Pix 

London  (By  Cable) — Associated  British  is  planning  to  resume  production  at  Elstree 
the  latter  part  of  this  month,  with  three  pictures  being  readied  to  go  before  the  cameras, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Tuesday's  meeting,  and  of  others 
who  did  not  attend,  revealed  that  the 
Syracuse  unit,  plus  Rochester  and 
Buffalo,  were  almost  solid  in  the  sup- 
port of  Cohen,  preferring  to  forget 
the  national  body  and  pointing  out 
that  what  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  organization  has  been  done  by 
Cohen  without  national  Allied's  help. 
The  meeting  called  for  Oct.  17  here 
is  expected  to  result  in  a  complete 
and  final  showdown  between  the  two 
factions  within  New  York  Allied, 
with  the  odds  in  favor  of  Cohen,  al- 
though E.  Thornton  Kelly  is  reported 
to  have  support  of  the  Albany  ex- 
hibitors. The  pending  meeting  was 
called  by  order  of  three  members  of 
the  board,  two  of  whom  are  said  to 
be  Cohen  supporters. 


Amputate  Garland's  Arm 

Denver — As  a  result  of  serious 
injuries  in  an  auto  crash,  Bob  Gar- 
land, manager  of  the  southern  dis- 
trict for  Fox  Intermountain,  was 
forced  to  submit  to  amputation  of 
his  left  arm.  Accident  occurred  at 
night  near  Montrose,  when  Garland's 
car  collided  with  a  dead  horse,  lying 
in  the  road. 


ITOA  to  "Review"  Film 

Stars  Appearing  on  Air 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

critical  attention  are  "Sherlock 
Holmes,"  NBC  newcomer  sponsored 
by  Grove  Lab.,  Inc.,  with  Basil  Rath- 
bone  as  the  sleuth  and  Nigel  Bruce 
as  Dr.  Watson,  and  NBC's  Chase 
&  Sanborn  Hour,  with  specific  at- 
tention to  a  dramatic  sketch  played 
by  Don  Ameche  and  Constance  Ben- 
nett 

ITOA  rates  the  former  as  "very, 
very  ordinary,  distinguished  only  by 
the  presence  of  two  screen  favorites 
who  did  not  shine  at  all  in  a  medium 
that  was  foreign  to  them"  and  calls 
the  latter  "the  rankest  kind  of 
tripe,"  adding  "for  two  of  the 
screen's  better  known  stars  to  waste 
their  talents  in  a  'playlet'  of  this 
genre  is  to  alienate  many  of  their 
loyal  screen  fans." 


Chamberlain  Under  Knife 

Pittsburgh — L.  L.  Chamberlain  of 
the  Dale  Theater,  Johnstown,  is  con- 
fined to  the  Memorial  Hospital  at 
Johnstown  after  a  sudden  operation. 
He  will  be  confined  to  the  hospital 
for  the  next  two  or  three  weeks. 


Yesterday 

Today 

Tomorrow 


The  Film  Daily 

CAVALCADE 

1939 

The  Past 
The  Present 
The  Future 

of  the  companies  and  important  personalities 
engaged  in  the  production,  distribution  and 
exhibition    of    motion    pictures 

now  being  delivered  to  all  subscribers  of 

THE     FILM     DAILY 


1501     BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


6425   HOLLYWOOD  BLVD. 
HOLLYWOOD,    CALIFORNIA 


Film  Execs,  to  Attend 

Gen.  Johnson  Luncheon 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

institutions  specializing  in  the  care 
of  handicapped  children. 

Presentation  of  the  sum.  which 
will  be  administei'ed  by  the  New 
York  Chapter  of  the  Infantile  Para- 
lysis Foundation  for  emergency 
needs  and  recovery  treatment  for 
handicapped  children  in  this  area, 
will  take  place  at  1  p.m.  at  a  lun- 
cheon tendered  by  film  executives 
to  General  Johnson  at  the  Rocke- 
felled  Center  Luncheon  Club. 

Committee  making  the  presenta- 
tion is  headed  by  Owen  D.  Young, 
representing  the  Will  Rogers  Me- 
morial Commission,  Will  H.  Hays, 
spokesman  for  the  pix  Industry, 
and  Major  L.  E.  Thompson,  RKO 
executive,  and  chairman  of  Will 
Rogers  National  Theater  Weeks,  con- 
ducted annually  by  theater  owners 
as  the  fund  gathering  agency  for  the 
Commission. 

Guests  at  the  function  represent- 
ing the  film  Industry,  the  Commis- 
sion, and  the  Foundation,  will  in- 
clude the  following: — Barney  Bala- 
ban,  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  Joseph 
Bernhard,  Charles  C.  Moskowitz, 
Leon  Netter,  John  J.  O'Connor,  W. 
G.  Van  Schmus,  Irving  Lesser,  John 
C.  Wright,  Harry  Brandt,  George 
P.  Skouras,  S.  H.  Fabian,  J.  R. 
Springer,  Fred  Schwartz,  Walter 
Vincent,  Samuel  Rinzler,  Walter 
Trumbull,  Harry  H.  Buxbaum;  Capt. 
E.  V.  Rickenbacker,  Col.  Joseph  M. 
Hartfield,  James  G.  Blaine,  for- 
mer Sen.  J.  Henry  Walters,  Harold 
Rodner,  John  W.  Elwood,  A.  P. 
Waxman;  Basil  O'Connor,  Keith 
Morgan,  Tom  Wrigley,  and  George 
V.  Reilly. 

The  disbursements  will  be  made 
simultaneously  toay  in  17  additional 
cities,  while  the  remaining  seven 
communities  will  receive  their  al- 
lotments next  week. 


WB  Stops  Brit.  Production 
Till  War  Ends;  Sax  to  Coast 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

cided  against  making  any  attempt  to 
resume  production  in  England  until 
the  war  is  over. 

It  is  expected  that  some  agree- 
ment will  be  reached  on  the  produc- 
tion of  "Disraeli"  when  Sax  reaches 
the  Coast  and  confers  with  H.  M. 
Warner.  The  story,  which  was  on 
Sax's  production  program  in  Eng- 
land this  year,  was  budgeted  as  a 
triple  quota  production,  and  as  the 
story  is  particularly  timely  now  it 
is  very  likely  that  it  will  be  made 
on  the  Coast. 

Sax,  who  was  production  head  for 
Warners  in  England  until  the  war 
forced  the  studios  to  close,  is  slated 
to  return  there  when  and  if  resump- 
tion of  production  is  undertaken. 


CIRCUITS,  306  MAY 
EFFECT  COMPROMISE 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

cent  wage  increase  and  two  weeks 
vacation  instead  of  one.  It  is  not 
expected  that  the  circuits  wilte-^eet 
the  wage  increase  demand  inV  all, 
but  will  possibly  agree  on  a  com- 
promise figure  somewhere  around 
10  per  cent  IA  demand  on  the 
Coast  recently  for  a  20  per  cent 
wage  increase  was  finally  settled  for 
10  per  cent.  Agreement  on  the  va- 
cation clause  is  expected  to  be 
reached   without  difficulty. 

It  is  further  pointed  out  as  an 
indication  that  an  agreement  may 
be  reached  without  arbitration, 
that  despite  frequent  meetings  be- 
tween the  two  groups,  which  met 
again  yesterday  and  the  day  before, 
no  arbitrator  has  been  agreeable  to 
either  side,  and  past  attempts  at 
arbitration  of  circuit  negotiations 
with  the  operators  in  New  York 
have  netted  the  same  result. 

Two  representatives  of  the  union 
and  two  circuit  heads  have  been 
named  to  the  board,  with  the  neutral 
member  to  be  designated  by  Federal 
Judge  John  C.  Knox,  if  and  when 
a  fifth  man  is  added  to  the  board. 


Pathe  Film  to  Dispose 

of  duPont  Stock  by  '40? 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Pathe,  has  fallen  through,  action  will 
be  taken  by  Pathe  before  the  year  is 
out  to  dispose  of  the  stock,  it  was  re- 
ported yesterday. 

Since  the  establishment  of  Pathe 
Laboratories  as  the  operating  firm 
early  this  year  the  directors  of  the 
company  have  been  anxious  to  wind 
up  the  affairs  of  its  predecessor  com- 
pany. The  duPont  interests  have  ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction  with  the  plan 
of  disbursing  the  stock  to  the  Pathe 
stockholders,  but  to  date  have  not 
met  the  asking  price  Pathe  wants 
for  the  stock,  it  was  said.  Pathe 
owns  35  per  cent  of  the  duPont  Film 
Co.  stock,  with  the  other  65  per  cent 
owned  by  duPont. 


LeBaron,  Para.  Production 
Head,  Hops  to  Coast  Today 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

wood.      He    will    arrive    in    Burbank 
tomorrow  morning. 

LeBaron  arrived  in  New  York  for 
a  short  vacation  during  which  he  at- 
tended various  Broadway  plays  and 
was  present  at  the  first  two  games 
of  the  World  Series  in  New  York. 


Picketing  Decision  Review 
Asked  of  Illinois  Court 


Chicago — Industry  interest  in  the 
new  term  of  the  Illinois  Supreme 
Court,  centers  in  whether  the  Court 
will  consent  to  review  its  decision 
that  picketing  under  certain  condi- 
tions (when  engaged  in  by  non- 
employes  of  the  place  picketed)  is 
illegal 
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V'A  duly 


WILL  HAYS  TO  GIVE 
EULOGY  ON  LAEMMLE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

which  Laemmle  was  a  member,  will 
be  represented  at  the  New  York  ser- 
vice. 

T  ->  honorary  committee  which 
ha£=lrranged  tonight's  service  in 
New'  York  includes:  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  Barney  Balaban,  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  Jack  Cohn,  Ned  E.  Depi- 
net,  James  R.  Grainger,  Hal  Hode, 
Maurice  Kann,  Jules  Levy,  Leo 
Abrams,  Sam  Morris,  B.  S.  Moss, 
Sam  Shain,  Herman  Robbins,  E.  M. 
Saunders,  Jack  Schlaifer,  Peter  Sie- 
bel,  Herman  Stern  and  Major  Al- 
bert   Warner. 


33  Accept  Bids  to  Serve 

on  VC  Award  Committee 


Thirty-three  newspaper  writers, 
authors  and  news  commentators 
have  accepted  invitations  to  be 
members  of  the  National  Humanitar- 
ian Award  Committee  of  the  Var- 
iety Clubs  of  America,  according  to 
Eugene  L.  Connelly,  Chairman  of 
the  group  which  will  select  the 
person  to  receive  the  second  Var- 
iety Humanitarian  Award  for  1939. 

These  awards  are  made  annually 
by  the  Variety  Clubs  of  America  to 
the  person  selected  as  contributing 
the  most  outstanding  service  to  hu- 
manity. The  award  for  1939  will 
be  made  at  the  Sixth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Variety  Clubs  of 
America  to  be  held  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
early  next  year. 

Rev.  E.  J.  Flanagan  of  Boystown, 
Neb.,  who  received  the  First  Human- 
itarian Award  will  serve  on  the 
committee  to  make  the  1939  award. 


I.       Wright  Returns  to  Capitol 

Chicago  —  Robert  Wright,  special 
Assistant  Attorney  General,  has  re- 
turned to  Washington,  leaving  Sey- 
mour Simon  in  charge  of  preparing 
i    the  Government    brief  in  the  B  &  K 
tffi    contempt  case. 


To  Consider  Dispute 

St  Louis — Board  of  Directors  of 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  will  dis- 
cuss the  labor  dispute  which  has 
resulted  in  the  picketing  of  six 
nab<>s  at  a  meeting  next  week.  Con- 
tentions of  Local  143,  Operators, 
will  be  reviewed. 


Stephen  Braun  Dead 

Ottumwa,  la. — Stephen  Braun,  76, 
president  of  the  Ottumwa  Theaters, 
Inc.,  died  at   St.   Paul,   Minn. 


STORKS! 


Sid  Blumenstock,  of  the  20th-Fqx 
publicity  department,  and  his  wife 
announced  yesterday  the  arrival  of 
a  baby  girl,  born  to  the  couple  on 
Tuesday  in  Woman's  Hospital  here. 

Child  is  to  be  christened  Corali- 
ann. 


NBC  to  Telecast  Football  Game  Weekly 

Television's  second  venture  in  football  will  take  place  tomorrow,  when  the  Man- 
hattan College-St.  Bonaventure  College  game  at  Randall's  Island  Stadium  is  telecast 
over  NBC  Station  W2XBS,  from  2  to  4:30  p.m. 

NBC  is  going  ahead  with  plans  to  televise  an  intercollegiate  contest  each  week 
during   the    football    season. 


Withdraw  "Hell's  Angels"; 
Hughes  to  Remake  War  Pix 

(Continued  from  Parte  1 ) 

the  picture  to  an  account  whose  con- 
tract had  not  been  approved  prior 
to  yesterday. 

Hughes  has  not  announced  details 
of  his  plans  to  remake  "Hell's  An- 
gels" nor  has  he  any  deal  with  a 
major  company  for  distribution.  It 
is  known,  however,  that  it  will  not 
be  included  on  the  1939-40  program 
of  a  company  which  has  sold  all  or 
most  of  its  possibilities.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  Astor  may  handle  the 
picture  when  completed. 

Fabian  to  Reopen  Albany 

Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall 


Albany — Fabian  Theaters  is  re- 
opening Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall, 
dark  since  Sept.  1,  tomorrow.  Double 
feature  pix  will  be  displayed,  to- 
gether with  an  occasional  road  show. 
First  road  show  scheduled  is  Edward 
Everett  Horton  in  "Springtime  for 
Henry,"  playing  two  days,  Oct.  23-24. 

Policy  calls  for  a  reduction  in 
prices  and  the  playing  of  subsequent 
run  as  against  B  pictures  and  re- 
issues in  the  past.  "The  Rains  Came" 
and  "The  Day  the  Bookies  Wept," 
both  big  biz  in  Fabian  first-runs 
here,    form    original    week-end    bill. 

Oscar  J.  Perrin  will  be  managing 
director,  returning  from  the  Palace, 
where  he  was  assisting  Alec  Sayles. 


Great  States  May  Extend 

Runs  of  Strong  Features 

Chicago  —  Henry  Sticklemaier  of 
the  Great  States  circuit  says  there 
is  a  definite  upturn  in  business  in 
various  key  cities  of  the  down-state 
theater  circuit. 

Great  States  has  closed  for  prac- 
tically all  film  requirements  for  the 
new  season,  it  was  stated.  Longer 
runs  of  features  may  be  the  rule, 
where  the  film  draws  necessary  busi- 
ness. 


0.  C.  Operators  Asking 

5%  Increase  In  Wages 

Oklahoma  City— Local  motion  pic- 
ture operators  union  officials  are 
working  on  demands  for  a  five  per 
cent  salary  increase  and  a  three 
year  contract  with  Standard  The- 
aters Corp.  here,  it  is  understood. 
Last  year  the  union  obtained  a  one- 
year  contract  and  a  10  per  cent 
increase  in  pay  over  the  previous 
year. 

Metro  Signs  Arnold 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Edward  Arnold  has 
been  signed  by  M-G-M  to  play  a 
featured  role  in  "The  Earl  of  Chi- 
cago," the  new  Robert  Montgomery 
starring  picture. 


1917  "Birth  of  a  Nation" 

Writ  Ruled  Void  in  Chi. 


Chicago  —  Corporation  Counsel 
Barnet  Hodes  has  ruled  that  the  in- 
junction obtained  in  1917  to  prevent 
the  showing  of  "The  Birth  of  a  Na- 
tion" in  Chicago,  is  void,  as  it  related 
to  the  silent  version  of  the  film.  The 
film,  now  being  offered  to  the  trade, 
has  an  added  musical  and  sound 
background,  according  to  the  ruling. 
Lt.  Harry  M.  Costello,  director  of 
the  censor  board,  however,  says  his 
ban  against  the  showing  will  not  be 
lifted  unless  the  courts  so  decree. 


Photographic,  Projection 
Goods   Exports  Off  5.9% 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Exports  of  photo- 
graphic and  projection  goods  from 
January  through  June,  1939  de- 
creased by  5.9  per  cent  compared  to 
same  period  of  last  year,  the  U.  S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  reports  in  a 
survey  of  U.  S.  trade  immediately 
prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Eu- 
ropean war.  Value  of  photographic 
and  projection  goods  exports  for  the 
six  months  of  1939  was  reported 
as  $9,801,000  compared  to  $10,410,- 
000  for  the  six  months  of  1938. 


NAT'L  ARBITRATION 
PLAN  SAID  IN  WORK 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  immediate  launching  of  an  arbi- 
tration system  may  start  the  ball 
rolling  towards  the  adoption  of  a 
uniform  method  of  settling  contract 
disputes  and  clearance  difficulties. 
While  other  Allied  and  MPTOA  units 
have  not  come  forward  officially  with 
a  plea  for  arbitration,  individual 
members  have  been  urging  a  dis- 
pute-solving system  since  the  Code 
was  temporarily  cast  aside. 

The  arbitration  clauses  which  are 
to  be  inserted  in  RKO  contracts  may 
be  used  as  the  basis  for  a  national 
plan.  This  move  is  said  to  be  under 
serious  consideration  by  industry 
leaders.  It  is  known  that  the  Amer- 
ican Arbitration  Association  has 
been  consulted  on  various  phases  of 
individual  company  arbitration  poli- 
cies and  that  group  may  be  called 
upon  to  devise  a  uniform  plan  for  the 
entire  industry. 

Reviving  Pix  In  New  Haven 

New  Haven  —  The  Arena,  sports 
palace,  is  bringing  back  old-time 
movies  beginning  tomorrow  with 
"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame," 
"Easy  Street,"  the  Yale-Harvard 
football  game  of  1914  and  Gans- 
Nelson  fight,  1906.  Shows  will  be 
continuous  from  1:30  p.m.  to  mid- 
night, with  admission  at  10-25  cents. 
Regular  Sunday  vaudeville  with 
band  headliners  is  also  a  regular 
weekly  policy  of  the  Arena  this  year. 
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CENTURY  PHOTO 
ENGRAVING  CO.,  INC. 

340    W.    39th    Street    New    York    City 

Line  and   halftone   plates 

Benday    and    color    plates 

Day    and     Night    Service 

MEdallion    3-2441-2-3 

Members    of    I.P.E.U. — Local    No.    1 

H.    S.    MUSGRAVE,    President 


CITY  PHOTO 
ENGRAVING  CO. 

(Day  and   Night  Service) 

250  W.  54th  St.  New  York  City 

COIumbus   5-6741-2-3 
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LIGHTING  FIXTURES 

In    Modern    And    Period    Design 
Cove    And    Recessed    Lighting — Fluorescent 

LIGHTING  DISTRIBUTORS,!™. 

430   W.    14th   St.  WAtkins   9-1655 

Servicing    theatres    for    many    years 


CHARLES    ROSS,    Inc. 

Formerly  Motion  Picture  Lighting  and 
Equipment  Corp. 
WE    FURNISH 
Electrical  Lighting  Equipment 
of  Any   Kind 
244  W.  49th  ST.  NEW  YORK  CITY 

Circle  6-5470-1 
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"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington" 

with    Jean    Arthur,    James   Stewart,   Claude 

Rains,  Edward  Arnold 
Columbia  125  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

ACE  BOX  OFFICE  HIT  GIVES  FRANK 
CAPRA  ANOTHER  OUTSTANDING  CON- 
TENDER  FOR   ACADEMY   HONORS. 

Exhibitors  need  have  no  fear  over  war, 
floods  or  famine,  when  they  play  Frank 
Capra's  newest  picture.  It  is  so  good 
and  has  such  timely  warm  human  quali- 
ties that  it  gives  Capra  another  outstand- 
ing contender  for  Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts 
and  Sciences  honor.  It  is  a  story  of  a 
young  man,  fresh  from  the  west,  who  ar- 
rives in  Washington,  with  ideals  and  a 
deep  love  of  his  country,  and  it  has  been 
expertly  directed,  acted  and  written.  James 
Stewart  does  his  best  work  to  date  as  a 
junior  Senator,  whose  23  hours  filibuster 
finally  routs  the  crooked  politicians'  ma- 
chine of  his  state,  while  Jean  Arthur  tops 
her  former  performances  as  the  secretary, 
who  knows  her  Washington  and  inspires 
Stewart  when  he  is  about  to  run  from  his 
oolitical  foes.  Claude  Rains,  as  the  senior 
Senator,  climaxes  his  brilliant  characteriza- 
tion when  he  admits  he  has  been  a  tool 
of  Edward  Arnold,  political  boss,  and  that 
Stewart  should  not  be  expelled  from  the 
Senate.  Arnold  gives  another  of  his 
solendid  performances  as  the  machine 
leader,  who,  when  Stewart  fights  him, 
ruthlessly  uses  his  newspapers  in  a  futile 
effort  to  discredit  Stewart.  Thomas 
Mitchell.  Harry  Carev,  Eugene  Pallette  and 
Guy  Kibbee  are  prominent  in  the  support- 
in?  cast.  Sidney  Buchman's  fine  screen- 
play, with  the  dialogue  especially  good, 
was  based  on  an  original  story  by  Lewis  R. 
Foster.  The  montase  effects  by  Slavko 
Vorkaoich  are  very  effective.  Joseph  Wal- 
ker, who  has  ohotogranhed  several  Caora 
pictures,  contributes  high-grade  camera 
work.  Stewart,  a  nature-lover,  and  leader 
of  boy  rangers,  is  a  current  hero  because 
he  and  his  bovs  have  put  out  a  dangerous 
forest  fire.  He  is  aDDointed  to  the  Senate 
and  arrives  in  Washington  with  his  pigeons 
and  ideals.  He  gets  fighting  mad  when 
veteran  reoorters  tell  him  he  is  nothing 
but  an  "honorary  stooge."  To  keeo  him 
out  of  mischief,  Rains  suggests  he  sponsor 
a  bill  for  a  national  boys'  camp.  This 
he  does  with  Jean  Arthur  heloing  him 
draft  the  measure.  Stewart  throws  a 
bombshell  into  the  Arnold-Rains  forces 
when  he  proposes  that  the  camp  site  be 
on  the  same  soot  as  that  chosen  by  the 
crooked  politicians  for  a  dam.  Stewart  is 
"framed"  by  his  foes  and  when  the  Senate 
committee  recommends  his  expulsion  he 
launches  a  one-man  filibuster  and  exposes 
the  corruption  between  the  dam  appropria- 
tors.  At  the  end  of  his  23  hours  of  talk- 
ing, Stewart  turns  and  apDeals  to  Rains — 
to  the  fine  man  he  once  knew  and  loved 
Rains,  conscience-stricken,  confesses,  thus 
vindicating  Stewart. 

CAST:  Jean  Arthur,  James  Stewart, 
Claude  Rains.  Edward  Arnold,  Guy  Kibbee. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Eugene  Pallette,  Beulah 
Bondi,  H  B  Warner.  Harr«  Carey,  Astrid 
Allwyn,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Grant  Mitchell, 
Porter  Hall,  Baby  Dumpling,  H.  V.  Kalten- 
born,    Pierre    Watkin,    Charles    Lane,   Wil- 


'Sabotage" 


with  Charles  Grapewin,  Gordon  Oliver, 

Arleen  Whalen 

Republic  69   Mins. 

YARN  ABOUT  SABOTAGE  RING 
FALTERS  WITH  WEAK  ACTION  AND  A 
LACK  OF  STORY  MATERIAL. 

A  story  idea  that  might  have  been  de- 
veloped into  a  suspenseful  film  has  been 
woefully  treated  in  this  picture.  Any- 
thing to  do  with  spies  and  sabotage  is 
news  right  now,  but  without  maintained 
suspense  and  action  a  story  of  this  type 
must  have  some  remarkable  attributes 
otherwise  to  make  it  entertaining,  and 
this  one  misses  on  all  three  scores.  Gor- 
don Oliver  is  personable,  Charles  Grape- 
win  gives  his  customary  finished  perform- 
ance, and  Arleen  Whalen  is  decorative. 
Oliver,  a  mechanic  in  a  plane  factory,  is 
arrested  for  sabotage  when  it  is  discov- 
ered that  the  piston  heads  from  his  bench 
are  out  of  line,  causing  the  engines  to 
freeze.  The  plant  is  forced  to  close  fol- 
lowing rejection  of  an  army  contract  when 
a  test  plane  crashes.  Grapewin,  Oliver's 
father  and  night  watchman  at  the  plant, 
encounters  the  saboteurs  at  work,  but 
when  the  body  of  a  dead  man  disappears 
while  he  is  phoning  the  police,  his  story 
is  laughed  off  as  an  attempt  to  save  his 
son  from  jail.  Young  Oliver  has  been 
framed  nicely  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  evidence  points  to  him.  However, 
Grapewin,  with  the  assistance  of  his  bud- 
dies in  the  Veteran's  home  catch  the 
gang  and  save  the  day. 

CAST:  Arleen  Whalen,  Gordon  Oliver, 
Charles  Grapewin,  Lucien  Littlefield,  Paul 
Guilfoyle,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Dorothy  Peterson, 
Don  Douglas,  Joseph  Sawyer,  Horace  Mc- 
Mahon,  Maude  Eburne,  Johny  Russell, 
Wade   Botteler,   Frank   Darien. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Herman 
Schlom;  Director,  Harold  Young;  Original 
Screenplay,  Lionel  Houser  and  Alice  Alt- 
schuler;  Cameraman,  Reggie  Lanning;  Edi- 
tor,  William    Morgan. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Schines  Reopen  the  Globe 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — One  of  the 
two  "home  houses"  of  the  Schine 
chain,  the  Globe,  reopened  here  to- 
day after  being'  closed  for  three 
weeks  during  which  the  theater  was 
rebuilt  from  sidewalk  to  screen. 
John  Eberson,  architect,  was  in 
charge,  with  the  alterations  carried 
cut  under  the  direction  of  Louis  W. 
Schine,  vice-president  of  the  circuit, 
in  charge  of  theater  operations. 


liam  Demarest,  Dick  Elliott,  Billy  Watson, 
Delmar  Watson,  John  Russell,  Harry  Wat- 
son, Gary  Watson. 

CREDITS:  Frank  Capra  Production.  Direc- 
tor, Frank  Capra;  Author,  Lewis  R.  Foster; 
Screenplay,  Sidney  Buchman;  Cameraman, 
Joseph  Walker;  Montage  Effects,  Slavko 
Vorkapich;  Art  Director,  Lionel  Banks; 
Editors,  Gene  Havlick  and  Al  Clark;  Mus- 
ical Director,  H.  W.  Stoloff;  Musical  Score, 
Dimitri    Tiomkin;    Sound,    Ed    Bernds. 

DIRECTION,  Outstanding.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Excellent. 


"The  Bill  of  Rights" 
(Historical   Technicolor    Featurette) 
Warners  20  mins. 

Inspiring   Two-Reeler 

Here  is  a  worthy  addition  to  War- 
ners' now  famous  series  of  patriotic 
shorts.  As  the  title  of  this  "chap- 
ter" implies,  footage  deals  with  the 
struggle  of  our  forefathers  to  see 
the  Bill  of  Rights  incorporated  in 
the  Federal  Constitution  as  a  guar- 
antee that  the  rights  of  man  in 
America  would  be  preserved.  Be- 
cause of  the  sweeping  character  of 
the  subject,  the  short  lacks  a  cen- 
tral personality, — a  factor  which  has 
been  a  boon  to  predecessor  films  in 
this  bracket.  Therefore,  the  impor- 
tance of  the  Bill  of  Rights  takes  on 
a  more  academic  character  than 
might  have  been  the  case  had  the 
producers  woven  the  story  about, 
let  us  say,  Patrick  Henry.  Strangely, 
the  most  central  personality  is  a 
negative  one,  namely  Lord  Duns- 
more,  who  carries  out  in  high-hand- 
ed fashion  the  dictates  and  decrees 
of  the  crown.  Nevertheless,  this  pic- 
ture is  highly  informative,  well  pho- 
tographed and  directed  with  the  typ- 
ical flare  which  Crane  Wilbur  has 
for  the  dramatically  historical.  Fur- 
ther, there  is  a  high  ncte  of  inspira- 
tion which  any  audience  will  per- 
ceive and  feel.  The  screenplay  is 
the  work  of  Charles  L.  Tedford.  Cast 
comprises  Ted  Osborne,  Moroni  Ol- 
son, Leonard  Mudie,  Vernon  Steele, 
John  Hamilton,  Raymond  Brown, 
and  Tom  Chatterton. 


"The  Evergreen  Empire" 

(Magic  Carpet) 

20th-Fox  11  mins. 

Fine  Outdoor  Number 

"The  Evergreen  Empire"  is  truly 
a  fitting  title  for  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington as  seen  here.  Countless  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  acres  of  tall 
timberlands  cover  the  entire  state 
and  the  short  gives  a  comprehensive 
idea  of  the  vastness  of  these  tim- 
berlands. Reel  also  depicts  how  the 
state's  great  logging  industry  oper- 
ates, from  the  time  the  timber  top- 
pers fell  the  top  of  a  giant  fir  until 
it  is  milled.  The  reel  also  shows  the 
mountainous  country  around  Mt. 
Rainier,  with  its  many  lakes  and  na- 
tural rugged  grandeur. 


"Act  Your  Age" 

with  Edgar  Kennedy 

RKO  18  mins. 

Amusing  Short 

Edgar  Kennedy  provides  laughs  in 
this  one.  He  tries  to  get  his  father- 
in-law  a  job  as  a  night  watchman. 
The  father-in-law,  Bill  Franey, 
writes  to  the  company  and  says  he 
is  too  old  for  a  watchman's  job,  but 
would  be  delighted  to  accept  an  ex- 
ecutive position  if  the  proper  spot 
could  be  found.  Kennedy  arrives  at 
the  office  and  finds  a  young  man  sit- 


ting at  his  desk.  He  suspects  they 
are  going  to  fire  him  for  being  too 
old  and  starts  a  youth  campaign. 
But,  actually  he  was  in  line  for  pro- 
motion. When  the  boss  arrives  at 
his  house  and  finds  him  trying  to  in- 
crease his  scanty  crop  of  hT  •<-  by 
sticking  his  head  in  the  oven  Y  ah  a 
pie  crust  on  it,  Franey  gets  the  job, 
and  Kennedy  ruins  the  radio  which 
changed  stations  while  he  was  fol- 
lowing instructions  of  a  health  re- 
juvenator  program  and  got  a  cook- 
ing lesson  instead. 


"The  Story  of  Elias  Howe" 
(Fools    Who    Made   History    No.   1) 
Columbia  11  Mins. 

Swell  Series  Starter 
This  new  series  gets  off  to  a 
flying  start  via  the  dramatization 
of  the  struggle  Elias  Howe  experi- 
enced in  inventing  the  sewing  ma- 
chine, and  of  the  later  battle  he 
was  forced  to  wage  in  the  courts  to 
uphold  his  rights.  Foreword  of  this 
initial  pix  in  Columbia's  new  series 
sets  the  cornerstone,  namely,  that 
"Men  who  gave  their  lives  for  prog- 
ress rarely  enjoyed  the  gratitude  of 
the  age  in  which  they  lived,  and 
more  often  than  not,  they  were 
called  'Fools'!"  Richard  Fiske  and 
Lucille  Brown  essay  the  roles  re- 
spectively of  Elias  Howe  and  his 
devoted  spouse,  from  whom  the  per- 
severing inventor  gained  much  prac- 
tical and  inspirational  help  in  his 
hard  battle  to  build  a  machine  which 
would  sew.  She  does  not  live  to 
share  in  his  full-blown  triumph, 
when  he  has  turned  the  tables  on 
the  scoffers  and  doubters  who  called 
him  "fool"  and  tried  to  discourage 
him.  Columbia  has  a  substantia] 
formula  here,  coupling  high  human 
interest  with  educational  value, — 
plus  the  psychological  advantage  of 
showing  "underdogs"  who  sprout  in- 
to heroes.  Short  is  well  acted.  Jan 
Leman  wrote  and  directed  the  ser- 
ies. Harry  Davis'  photography  is 
fine.  So  is  the  commentary  deliv- 
ered by  Lindsay  MacHarrie,  and 
the  editing  by  Arthur  Seid.  Hugh 
McCollum    is   producer. 


"The  Aghileen  Pinnacles" 

(Father  Hubbard) 

20th-Fox  ll  mins. 

Mountains  and  Adventure 

Second  in  the  series  of  shorts  de- 
voted to  the  adventures  of  Father 
Hubbard,  the  Glacier  Priest,  this  reel 
is  of  absorbing  interest.  Hubbard 
and  his  fellow  mountain  climbers  set 
out  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the 
Aghileen  Pinnacles,  a  peculiar  rock 
formation  on  top  of  an  unsealed 
mountain.  The  photography  is  ex- 
cellent and  the  rugged  Alaskan 
country  is  magnificent  in  its  com- 
pelling grandeur.  The  mountain 
climbers  wear  football  helmets  as 
protection  against  falling  rocks,  and 
with  good  reason  as  you  will  see  in 
the  picture.  The  reel  shows  that  the 
Pinnacles  are  a  peculiar  strata  of 
hard  rock  left  standing  when  the 
rest  of  the  mountain  peak  was  blown 
away  in  some  sort  of  an  eruption. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Jules  Levy  Quits  RKO  Post/  Depinet  Absorbs  Duties 

ATLAS  DRAFTS  NEW  RKOJNDERWRITINGPROPOSAL 

Britain's  Film  Industry  Fast  Returning  to  Normalcy 


Theater    Biz    Near    Pre-War 

Level;     Pix     Supply, 

Principal  Worry 

By  ERNEST  W.  FREDMAN 

Managing  Editor  of  Daily  Film  Renter 
London  (By  Mail) — We're  in  our 
fourth  week  of  war,  and,  as  far  as 
our  particular  industry  is  concerned, 
getting  nearer  to  normal  every  day. 
People  have  got  back  to  the  habit 
of  going  to  the  pictures,  which  is 
something  to  be  thankful  for,  and 
business  at  the  kinemas,  if  it  isn't 
exactly  back  to  pre-war  conditions, 
lis  not  so  far  off.     There  were  diffi- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

RENTERSMJUOTAWIU. 
STAND,  LONDON  HEARS 

London  (By  Cable)— While  Oliver- 
Stanley,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  has  officially  announced  no 
i  decision,  it  was  reported  in  informed 
quarters  at  the  week-end  that  the 
renters  (distributors)  quota  under 
the  Films  Act  would  remain  in  ef- 
fect. 

It   is   believed    that    the    Treasury 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Cole  and  Myers  to  Attend 
Syracuse  Allied   Meeting? 

Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  general 
counsel,  and  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  na- 
tional president,  may  attend  the 
meeting  of  New  York  State  inde- 
pendents at  Syracuse  on  Oct.  17. 
It  was  reported  on  Friday  that  the 
two  national  leaders  and  others  were 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Set  Allied  Regional  Meet 
For  Philadelphia  on  Nov.  13 

Philadelphia — National  Allied  will 
hold  an  Eastern  regional  convention 
here  on  Nov.  13.  Conclave  follows 
one  recently  held  at  Atlantic  City 
and  is  in  line  with  the  announced 
policy  of  making  the  Regionals 
progressive.  Sessions  will  be  held 
at  the  headquarters  of  Allied  Inde- 
pendent Theater  Owners  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,   an   affiliate. 


Editorial 


A  Quota  for  War  Films 

.  .  .  too  many  hold  several  dangers 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


^yANTED:  A  quota. 

Not  the  quota  embodied  in  the  British  Films  Act,  but  rather  a  quota  for 
Hollywood — a  quota,  if  you  please,  which  however  informal  will  place  restrictions  on  the 
number  of  so-called   "war  pictures"  to  be  produced   in   the   months  immediately  ahead. 

The  suggestion  does  not  imply  criticism  of  what  already  has  been  planned  and 
announced  thus  far  by  the  studios;  rather  is  it  offered  as  a  bit  of  friendly  advice 
against  further  materially  increasing  the  number  of  features  with  a  distinctly  martial 
flavor   and   background. 

A  rush  to  emphasize  "war  pictures"  at  this  time  holds  several  dangers.  As  in 
the   case  of  any  story   cycle,   there   is   the   assurance   of   an    inevitable   adverse    reaction 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


ROADWAY  FILM  BIZ 
CONTINUES  TO  CLIMB 


Broadway  business,  which  has 
been  steadily  improving  during  the 
past  three  weeks,  continued  its  up- 
ward surge  throughout  last  week 
and  week-end  business  boomed  to 
new  high  levels.  Further,  executives 
of  theater  circuits  Friday  were 
agreed    that    the    pall    thrown    over 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


National  Press  Club  Will 
Sponsor  "Smith"  Premiere 

World     premiere     of     Columbia's 
Frank       Capra       production,       "Mr. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


MPPDA  BOARD  MEETS 
AGAIN  ON  WEDNESDAY 


The  rapidly  changing'  European 
scene  and  its  inescapable  effect  on 
the  American  film  industry  held  the 
attention  of  the  MPPDA '  board  on 
Friday  and,  because  of  the  vai-iety 
of  problems  all  details  could  not  be 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Freeman  Scotches  Report 

Para.  Studios  to  Close 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles — In  a  letter  to  all  de- 
partment heads,  producers  and  direc- 
tors, Y.   Frank   Freeman   denied   re- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Levy,  Long  With  RKO  Radio,  Resigns 
as  Firm's  General  Sales  Manager 


Passage"  and  New  Autos 
to  Have  Joint  Premiere 


Detroit — The  automobile  and  mo- 
tion picture  industries  will  hold  a 
joint  premiere  here  on  Oct.  19  when 
Paramount's  "Disputed  Passage" 
opens  at  the  Michigan  Theater.     As 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


RKO  Radio  announced  today  the 
resignation  of  Jules  Levy  as  general 
sales  manager  of  that  company.  No 
successor  is  to  be  named,  it  is  under- 
stood, and  his  duties  will  be  absorbed 
by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution,  with  whom 
he  has  long  been  associated.     Levy 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Odium  Studying  War's  Effect 

to   Determine   Upon 

Fair  Terms 

Atlas  Corp.,  proponent  of  the  RKO 
reorg.  plan,  is  preparing  to  submit 
a  new  proposal  to  underwrite  the 
offering  of  common  stock  to  un- 
secured creditors,  it  was  announced 
at  the  week-end. 

Announcement,  which  confirmed  a 
story  published  exclusively  in  The 
Film  Daily  on  Sept.  27,  was  made 
in  the  absence  of  Prexy  George  J. 
Schaefer  through  the  executive  offices 
of  RKO  Radio  Pictures. 

In  connection  with  the  announce- 
ment, RKO  Radio  made  public  a  let- 
ter from  Floyd  Odium,  Atlas  presi- 
dent,   replying    to    an    inquiry    from 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


IA  OUT  TO  UNIONIZE 
N.Y.  HOUSES  100% 


Opening  gun  of  an  intensive  drive 
to  unionize  100  per  cent  every  the- 
ater in  the  Metropolitan  area  was 
fired  Friday  night  by  the  IATSE 
when  it  chartered  new  unions  in 
Manhattan  and  the  Bronx  to  organ- 
ize ushers  and  doormen.  Ceremony 
was  held  at  12  o'clock  in  the  meeting 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Industry  Leaders  Hear 

Hays  Laud  Carl  Laemmle 

Carl  Laemmle  started  his  career 
with  a  capital  of  kindliness,  ambi- 
tion, thrift,  courage  and  vision,  Will 
H.  Hays  declared  at  the  widely  at- 
tended memorial  services  for  the 
late  film   pioneer   at  the   West  End 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Nebraska  Files  Ascap  Brief; 
Asks  Injunction  Dismissal 

Lincoln,  Neb. — -William  Holtz,  who 
heads  Nebraska's  legal  battery 
against  Ascap's  move  to  prove  this 
State's  law  against  the  association 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


)     75/8  75/8  75/8  —      l/8 

li/4  11/4  ii/4  '■'■'.'.'. 

834  8%  8%       

153  1511/2  152i/2  +   1 

1501/2  1501/2  1501/2      

97/s  93/4  93/4  +      l/4 

345/g  331/2  341/4  _      3/8 


Am.  Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2% 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd. 

East.  Kodak   

do  pfd 

Gen.  Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do  pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd. 
Paramount    2nd    pfd. 

Pathe    Film     

RKO     

20th   Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do  pfd 


7%       75/s       73/4  _     l/8 

8OI/4     79V2     80  V4   +   21/4 

9  83/4       83/4  _     l/4 
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1%       1% 
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24  24 


65 

4'/4 
43 


11        —     % 

1% 
Hi/4 
24 
65 


43 


—  Va 

—  1 


NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.   ref.  6s46.100l/2   100l/2   IOOV2    +      Vz 
Loew's    deb.   3V2s46..    97         96         96       -j-   1 '/2 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3V4s47    79 1/4     79 Vi     79'/4   +      1/4 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48  80         80         80       —  1  vi 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp ^3/g        ]i/g        1%    +      '/s 

Technicolor    12         115/8     113,4—     14 

Trans-Lux     1 1/2       1%       1 1/2   +     14 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      2%       25/8       25/8  —     3/a 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      A-ked 

Pathe   Film    7    pfd 100'A 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 4 

Loew's    Thea.    Realty    6s    1st    '47 

Met.    Playhouse,    Inc.    2nd    deb.    '45.    63 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 58% 


51/2 


66 
61 1/4 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729   Seventh    Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant 9-5600 


SECURITY 


®  The  Broadway  Parade  ® 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Goodbye,     Mr.     Chips     (Melro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — 22nd     week Astor 

Real    Glory,   The    (United  Artists-Goldwyn) — 4th   week Rivoli 

Honeymoon    in    Bali    (Paramount    Pictures) — 3rd    week Paramount 

The     Women      (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — 3rd     week Capitol 

I  Met    a    Murderer    (York    Pictures) — 2nd    week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

Intermezzo:   A   Love   Story    (United    Artists-Selznick) Music    Hall 

What  a   Life   ( Paramount  Pictures) Paramount 

Dust   Be   My   Destiny    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

Eternally    Yours     (United    Artists-Wanger) Roxy 

$1,000   a    Touchdown    (Paramount    Pictures) Criterion 

U-Boat    29    (Columbia    Pictures) Globe 

All  Quiet  on  the  Western   Front   (Universal   Pictures)    (d) Rialto 

Mystic  Circle  Murder,  The  (Merit  Pictures)    (a) Central 

Taming   of   the   West    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) Central 

The    Rains    Came    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a-b) Palace 

Everything's  On   Ice   (RKO  Radio  Pictures)    (a) Palace 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The    End    of    a    Day     (Juno    Films) — 5th    week Filmarte 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center) — 2nd    week World 

Affair     LaFont,     The     (Trars-Atlantic     Films) Little     Carnegie 

II  Signor    Max     (Aspra     Film) Cinecitta 

Why   This   War    (Jewel    Productions) Amkino 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

What    a    Life    (Paramount    Pictures) — Oct.    11 Paramount 

Jamaica    Inn     (Paramount    Pictures-Mayflower) — Oct.    11 Rivoli 

Fast    and    Furious    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Oct.    11 Criterion 

On   Your   Toes    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Oct.   20 Strand 

Babes    in    Arms     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Capitol 

Mr.   Smith   Goes   to   Washington    (Columbia    Pictures)     (c) Music    Hall 

Hollywoo!    Cavalcade     (20th     Century-Fox)      (c) Roxy 

Witness  Vanishes,   The    (Universal    Pictures)    (c) Rialto 

Nurse  Edith  Cavell   (RKO  Radio  Pictures)— Oct.   12   (a-b)    Palace 

Here   I    Am   a   Stranger    (20th   Century-Fox)— Oct.    12    (a-b) Palace 

Rasputin    (Concord   Films) — Oct.    16 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Ultimatum    (J.    H.    Hoffberg  &  Co.)    (c) World 


(a)    Dual   bill. 


(b)    Subsequent   run. 


(c)    Follows   current    bill. 


(d)    Revival. 


MPPDA  Board  Will  Meet 

Again  Next  Wednesday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

disposed  of  and  the  meeting  was 
further  adjourned  until  Wednesday. 
A  resolution  expressing-  regret 
over  the  death  of  Carl  Laemmle  was 
passed  in  which  the  pioneer  leader 
was  eulogized  as  a  "true  friend  to 
all  men  and  whose  career  will  be  a 
lasting  inspiration." 

Tribute  to  Thomas  A.  Edison  was 
made  at  the  meeting  in  the  form  of 
a  resolution  which  read: 

"Whereas.  Thomas  A.  Edison, 
using  flexible  film  prepared  by 
George  Eastman,  perfected  the 
Kinetoscope  on  Oct.  6,  1889,  and 
"Whereas,  this  marked  the 
birth  of  the  motion  picture, 

"Therefore,  we.  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Producers  and  Distributors  of 
America,  wish  to  pay  tribute  on 
the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  to  the 
genius  which  made  possible  this 
great  service  of  entertainment 
and  education." 

It  was  announced  by  the  board 
that  effective  last  Thursday,  sal- 
aries of  the  MPPDA  personnel  were 
reduced  5  to  20  per  cent,  excepting 
those  below  $50  a  week.  The  cuts 
go  as  high  as  20  per  cent  for  those 
receiving   $500   a  week   or  more. 


New  Zealand  Organizes 
Board  to  Control  Fi 


m: 


Wellington,  N.  Z.  (By  Cable)— 
Formation  of  the  New  Zealand  Film 
Board  of  Internal  Control  has  been 
completed  here. 

A  statement  by  the  Government 
on  film  statistics  for  the  past  year 
reveals  that  British  quota  films 
against  the  total  number  of  quota 
films  had  dropped  six  per  cent.  How- 
ever, there  was  a  rise  of  four  per 
cent  in  the  total  number  of  British 
films  exhibited. 


General  Electric  Orders 

Up  32%  for  Nine  Months 

Schcnectadv — Third  quarter  or- 
(joj-q  i-eceived  by  General  Electric 
show  a  31  per  cent  gain  over  1938, 
moving  from  $60,533,000  last  year 
to    $79,510,000. 

Nine  months'  orders  received  were 
$248,582,000.  an  increase  of  32  per 
cent  from  the  $188,757,000  received 
during   the   like   period   a   year   ago. 


20th-Fox  Names  Welch 

Johannesburg  Manager 

Owen  T.  Welch  has  been  appointed 
as  manager  for  20th-Fox  at  the 
Johannesburg  office,  South  Africa, 
it  was  learned  Friday.  Otto  B. 
Bolle  is  the  managing  director  for 
the  company  in  the  territory.  It 
was  also  reported  that  during  the 
excavation  work  on  the  new  20th- 
Fox  first-run  house  in  that  city  that 
the  contractor's  struck  a  rich  de- 
posit of  gold  Welch  has  been  in 
the  film  business  in  Africa  for  some 
years. 


Walter  Hayner  Dead 

Toronto — Walter  Hayner,  general 
sales  manager  for  Canada  of  Regal 
Films,  distributor  for  Metro  and 
Monogram  Pix,  died  here  Saturday 
morning. 


WANTED 

Motion  picture  manager  with  promo- 
tional experience  for  a  large  theatre. 
Send  full  particulars  including  salary. 
Box    1400. 

THE   FILM'  DAILY 
1501    Broadway  New  York  City 


cominG  mid  Goino 


SIDNEY  R.  KENT  has  returned  to  New  York 
after  a  vacation   in   the  Thousand    Islands. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  20th-Fox  board  chair- 
man, is  expected  to  leave  for  Hollywood  this 
week-end. 

JACK  L.  WARNER  returns  to  the  Coas^-short- 
ly,   after   a   combined   vacation   and   busjie  j  trip 


to   New   York. 


BOB  CILLHAM,  ad.  and  pub.  chieftain  for 
Paramount,   has  returned  from   Detroit. 

FRANKLYN  WARNER  was  scheduled  to  return 
to   Hollywood   yesterday   after   a    brief   stay    here. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Southern  and  Western 
sales  manager  for  Warners,  returned  to  the  home 
office  Friday  after  a  trip  through  the  Midwest. 

RALPH  AUSTRIAN,  RCA  vice-president,  ar- 
rives on  the  Coast  today  for  a  month's  stay  on 
business. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  is  expected  here  this 
week-end    after   a    business    trip   to    the    Coast. 

NUNNALLY  JOHNSON,  associate  producer  for 
20th-Fox,  arrives  here  this  week  for  a  lengthy 
vacation. 

MARTHA  RAYE  leaves  Hollywood  today  for 
New   York. 

RICARDO   CORTEZ   is   here   for  a   vacation. 

MORTON  DOWNEY  arrived  in  Hollywood  yes- 
terday from  Chicago  for  his  opening  tomorrow 
at   the   Ambassador. 

MAX  CORDON  arrives  from  the  Coast  Thurs- 
day. 

VIRGINIA  VAN  UPP  left  for  Hollywood  yes- 
terday   by    car. 


B'Nai  B'Rith  to  Charter 

Cinema  Lodge  on   Nov.  3 

Cinema  Lodge  of  the  national 
B'nai  B'rith  organization  will  re- 
ceive its  Charter  at  a  meeting  Nov. 
3.  First  session  held  last  week 
at  the  Hotel  Edison  in  New  York 
City,  was  attended  by  over  100 
representatives  of  the  pix  industry. 

Principal  speaker  was  Dr.  William 
F.  Rosenblum,  chairman  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Anti-Defamation  League. 
After  this,  the  meeting  concerned 
itself  with  plans  for  a  membership 
drive. 

President  of  the  Cinema  Lodge  is 
A.  W.  Schwalberg;  Secretary,  Stuart 
H.  Aarons;  Treasurer,  Max  B.  Black- 
man. 


NOWAN  EXPLOITATION  SPECIAL!! 


FIRST  TIME  PRESENTED 

AS  A  MOTION  PICTURE 

MOST  UNUSUAL 
LOVE  STORY  OF  ALL  TIMES 


The 

miRflCLt 

SISTER 
BEATRICE 

A  Sound  Motion  Picture 

MUSIC  by  STORY  by 

ANTONINI  BARONCELLI 

For  dates:  Write,   Wire  or  Telephone 

PARK    LANE    PICTURES,    INC. 

1600  Genesee  St.,  Taylor  1600,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

NOW    SELLING    STATE    RIGHTS 

FOR    UNITED    STATES    and    CANADA 


INTERMEZZO,  A  LOVE  STORY,  did  the 

BIGGEST  OPENING  DAYS  BUSINESS  OF  THE 

season  at  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

) 

TOPPING  EVERY  OTHER  ATTRACTION  ...  AND 
EXCEEDED  ALL  PREVIOUS  GREAT  SELZNICK 
HITS  THAT  EVER  PLAYED  THE  MUSIC  HALL! 
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SELZNICK    INTERNATIONAL 
presents 

LESLIE 
HOWARD 

STAR    OF    "PYGMALION" 


in 


INTERMEZZO 

A  Love  Story 


introducing 


INGRID  BERGMAN 


Produced  by  DAVID  O.  SELZNICK 
Directed  by  Gregory  Ratoff 
Associate  Producer  Leslie  Howard 

RELEASED  THRU   UNITED  ARTISTS 
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room  of  Local  306,  operators'  union, 
with  Richard  Scott,  306  organizer, 
officiating. 

In  addition  to  the  two  new  locals, 
which  will  be  known  as  Local  B-171 
and  B-172,  in  the  Manhattan  and  the 
Bronx,  respectively,  Local  B-170  is 
actively  operating  in  Brooklyn  or- 
ganizing doormen  and  ushers.  It  was 
stated  that  some  1600  members  have 
already  been  enrolled  in  the  two  new 
locals. 

An  immediate  move  will  be  in- 
stigated to  secure  contracts  with  the 
major  circuits  operating  in  this  area, 
with  a  two-fold  purpose;  to  complete 
the  organizational  activities  of  the 
IATSE  in  the  theater  field,  and  elim- 
inate any  possible  loophole  for  en- 
croachment by  the  CIO.  With  the 
operators  and  stagehands  in  this 
area  almost  100  per  cent  IA  con- 
trolled, it  is  expected  that  the  new 
locals  will  not  have  much  difficulty 
in  their  drive  for  contracts,  with  the 
complete  support  of  the  IA  behind 
them  and  the  two  key  unions  in  the 
theatrical  field  operating  actively  as 
their  allies. 

It  is  also  expected  that  Local  306 
will  shortly  move  to  absorb  the  rump 
Empire  State  Motion  Picture  Opera- 
tors' union,  which  still  has  members 
working  in  several  circuits.  A  further 
result  of  the  IA  move  was  expected 
to  be  a  serious  crippling  of  any  ac- 
tivities by  Local  258,  CIO,  which  has 
attempted  to  encroach  in  the  fields  al- 
ready actively  organized  by  the  IA. 
Recently,  the  head  of  the  CIO  inter- 
national union  which  chartered  Local 
258  denied  that  the  charter  gave  the 
Local  the  right  to  organize  opera- 
tors, although  the  Local  claimed  it 
was  given  this  jurisdiction.  In  order 
to  prevent  open  warfare  it  is  not  an 
improbable  move  that  the  Local  258 
charter  may  be  completely  rescinded, 
it  was  reported  at  the  week-end. 


Four  WB  Top  Budget  Pix 

Coming  Before  Holidays 

Warners  will  release  four  top 
budget  pix  before  Christmas.  In 
addition  to  the  Zorina  musical,  "On 
Your  Toes,"  to  be  released  Satur- 
day, they  are:  "The  Roaring  Twen- 
ties," with  James  Cagney  and  Pris- 
cilla  Lane,  Oct.  28;  "The  Private 
Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  Bette 
Davis-Errol  Flynn  starrer,  Nov.  11, 
and  Paul  Muni's  "We  Are  Not 
Alone." 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Marriage  of  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Paramount  theater  exec,  and  Isa- 
belle  Weinstein,  daughter  of  the 
president  of  Russeks,  will  take  place 
tomorrow,  it  was  learned  at  the 
week-end. 


AL€NG  THE 


with  PHIL  A4.  DALY; 


•  •      •     BUT  for  the  World  War  more  than  two  decades  ago 

Thomas  A.  Edison whose  first  Kinetoscope  in  October,  1889,  paved 

the    way for    today's    motion    picture would    have    given    the 

world talking  pictures  via  records and  motion  pictures  of  all 

the  great  operas So  disclosed  his  widow Mrs.  Nina  M.  Edison 

Hughes in    Friday's    nation-wide    radio    broadcast a    notable 

highlight  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  program Mrs.  Hughes  who  reminisced 

about   her   husband's    experiments and    the    development    of    the 

Kinetoscope in  the  course  of  an  interview  with  Mrs.  Malcolm  Park- 
er MacCoy of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs .... 

declared    that    the    War    diverted    Edison's    attention to    work    on 

chemicals  and  materials  that  embargoes made  no  longer  available 

in   the   United   States and   his   further   film   plans   necessarily   were 

sidetracked 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     DRAWING  upon  a  treasury  of  golden  memories 

Mrs.  Hughes  asserted  that  Edison  started  work  on  motion  photog- 
raphy because "The  idea  occurred  to  him  that  an  invention 

could  be  achieved that  would  do  for  the  eye what  the 

phonograph  did  for  the  ear" She  pictured  the  inventor  as  an 

inveterate  fan: "Around  the  Oranges  and  Montclair we 

were  often  the  most  regular  attendants  at  the  theaters" Those 

in  the  vast  radio  audience privileged  to  hear  Mrs.  Hughes 

must  have  thrilled  immeasurably to  her  intimate  ac- 
count of  the  motion  picture's  birth 


•  •      •     MUCH  of  the  heart the  real  heart  oi  the  industry  locally 

was  present  Friday  at  the  luncheon tendered  by  pix  execs. 

to  General  Hugh  Johnson ....  in   the  Rockefeller  Center  Luncheon 

Club It  was  a  delightful  luncheon not  only  for  the  hosts  and 

guest but  for  the  handicapped  children  in  this  area for  whose 

care  the  hosts  presented  the  guest  with  a  check  for  $14,595 which 

was  a  portion  of  the  special  contribution  made  by  the  Will  Rogers  Mem- 
orial Commission for  the  assistance  of  institutions specializing 

in   the   care    of   handicapped   kiddies The    check   went    to   General 

Johnson  as  chairman  of  the  recent  Infantile  Paralysis  Campaign  in  Great- 
er N.  Y 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     THERE  were   little  things  about  the   luncheon 

which  were  ultra-human One  was  the  poignant  note  in  Will 

Hays'  words "1  wonder  if  we  realize  what  we  lose in 

not  having  Will  Rogers  with  us  today  in  this  country!" Then 

there  was  the  little  reference  by  Basil  O'Connor president  of 

the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis,  Inc to  Will 

Rogers  as  having  been  one  of  the  first  to  interest  himself in 

the  Warm  Springs,  Ga.,  project Reassuring  it  was   to   look 

around  and  see  men busy,  busy  men in  this  busy   biz 

but  NEVER  too  busy  to  bring  some  alleviation to  the 

needy Of  such  stamp  are  Major  Leslie  Thompson,  W.  G.  Van 

Schmus,  Joe  Bernhard,  Sam  Rinzler,  Harry  Brandt,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Harold  Rodner,  Walter  Vincent,  Richard  C.  Patterson,  Jr.. 

John   J.    O'Connor,    William    Powers,    Arthur   Israel,   John 

C.     Wright J.     R.     Springer,     Walter     Trumbull,    Sen.     J. 

Henry   Walters,  A.  P.   Waxman and   the  many    others   who 

gathered  at  almost  literally  the  top  of  the  town Friday  for 

luncheon 


LEVY  RESIGNS  AS  RKO  j 
GEN.  SALES  MANAGER 
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will  make  announcement  of  his  fu-J 
ture  plans  shortly,  it  was  said. 
Depinet  a  week  ago  signed  a  new 
long-term    contract. 


The   retiring   exec,  has  bere 


nth 


RKO  in  various  capacities  '"/.-  12 
years,  entering  the  organization  as 
general  manager  of  the  RKO  the 
aters'  film  booking  department  where 
he  was  in  charge  of  buying  and  book 
ing  for  the  circuit.  Seven  years  ago 
he  was  made  general  sales  manager 
of  RKO  Radio  Pictures  and  since  has 
directed  the  selling  organization  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Widely  known  and  popular  Levy,  a 
native  of  Rochester,  has  been  more 
than  25  years  in  the  industry.  He 
started  as  a  film  salesman  for  Uni 
versal  and  progressing  rapidly  to 
membership  in  that  company's  sales 
cabinet  where  he  was  first  associated 
with  Depinet.  He  later  joined  First 
National  Pictures,  remaining  three 
years,  later  going  as  special  repre- 
sentative for  United  Artists. 


Freeman  Scotches  Report 

Para.  Studios  to  Close 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ports  that  the  Paramount  studios 
would  be  shut  down  for  a  period  of 
time.  He  said  Paramount  had  no  such 
plans  or  intentions.  The  studio  will 
try  to  finish  all  pictures  that  are  be 
ing  prepared  or  shooting  by  Dec.  20 
or  21  so  that  there  will  be  no  shoot- 
ing Christmas  week  or  until  after 
New  Year's  Day.  Big  pictures  will 
be  before  Paramount  cameras  in 
January,  February,  March  and  April, 
it  was  stated. 


Buffalo  Lifts  Polio  Ban 

Buffalo — Health  board  ban  on  chil- 
dren's theater  patronage,  imposed 
five  weeks  ago  because  of  scores  of 
poliomyelitis  cases,  is  off,  effective 
today  .  It  has  cost  up  to  40  per  cent 
of  business  in  some  houses. 


c7"7"-^-„„, 
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Best   wishes   from    THE   FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 


Irving  Cummings 
Marjorie  Beebe 


OCTOBER    9 


Jeanette  Loff 
Dennis  J.  Shea 
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JANIE  AND  JIM . . . 

BLONDE  IN  BUCKSKIN; 
FIGHTING  FRONTIERSMAN 
. . .  AROUND  THEM  ROARS 
THE  CONFLICT  OF  A  NATION 
ABORNING ...  IN 
RKO  RADIO'S  SPECIAL 
OF  ALL 
SPECIAL  ACTION  SHOWS! 
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room  of  Local  306,  operators'  union, 
with  Richard  Scott,  306  organizer, 
officiating. 

In  addition  to  the  two  new  locals, 
which  will  be  known  as  Local  B-171 
and  B-172,  in  the  Manhattan  and  the 
Bronx,  respectively,  Local  B-170  is 
actively  operating  in  Brooklyn  or- 
ganizing doormen  and  ushers.  It  was 
stated  that  some  1600  members  have 
already  been  enrolled  in  the  two  new 
locals. 

An  immediate  move  will  be  in- 
stigated to  secure  contracts  with  the 
major  circuits  operating  in  this  area, 
with  a  two-fold  purpose;  to  complete 
the  organizational  activities  of  the 
IATSE  in  the  theater  field,  and  elim- 
inate any  possible  loophole  for  en- 
croachment by  the  CIO.  With  the 
operators  and  stagehands  in  this 
area  almost  100  per  cent  IA  con- 
trolled, it  is  expected  that  the  new 
locals  will  not  have  much  difficulty 
in  their  drive  for  contracts,  with  the 
complete  support  of  the  IA  behind 
them  and  the  two  key  unions  in  the 
theatrical  field  operating  actively  as 
their  allies. 

It  is  also  expected  that  Local  306 
will  shortly  move  to  absorb  the  rump 
Empire  State  Motion  Picture  Opera- 
tors' union,  which  still  has  members 
working  in  several  circuits.  A  further 
result  of  the  IA  move  was  expected 
to  be  a  serious  crippling  of  any  ac- 
tivities by  Local  258,  CIO,  which  has 
attempted  to  encroach  in  the  fields  al- 
ready actively  organized  by  the  IA. 
Recently,  the  head  of  the  CIO  inter- 
national union  which  chartered  Local 
258  denied  that  the  charter  gave  the 
Local  the  right  to  organize  opera- 
tors, although  the  Local  claimed  it 
was  given  this  jurisdiction.  In  order 
to  prevent  open  warfare  it  is  not  an 
improbable  move  that  the  Local  258 
charter  may  be  completely  rescinded, 
it  was  reported  at  the  week-end. 


Four  WB  Top  Budget  Pix 
Coming  Before  Holidays 

Warners  will  release  four  top 
budget  pix  before  Christmas.  In 
addition  to  the  Zorina  musical,  "On 
Your  Toes,"  to  be  released  Satur- 
day, they  are:  "The  Roaring  Twen- 
ties," with  James  Cagney  and  Pris- 
cilla  Lane,  Oct.  28;  "The  Private 
Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  Bette 
Davis-Errol  Flynn  starrer,  Nov.  11, 
and  Paul  Muni's  "We  Are  Not 
Alone." 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Marriage  of  Leonard  Goldenson, 
Paramount  theater  exec,  and  Isa- 
belle  Weinstein,  daughter  of  the 
president  of  Russeks,  will  take  place 
tomorrow,  it  was  learned  at  the 
week-end. 


•  •      •     BUT  for  the  World  War  more  than  two  decades  ago 

Thomas  A.  Edison whose  first  Kinetoscope  in  October,  1889,  paved 

the    way for    today's    motion    picture would    have    given    the 

world talking  pictures  via  records and  motion  pictures  of  all 

the  great  operas So  disclosed  his  widow Mrs.  Nina  M.  Edison 

Hughes in    Friday's    nation-wide    radio    broadcast a    notable 

highlight  of  the  Golden  Jubilee  program Mrs.  Hughes  who  reminisced 

about   her   husband's    experiments and    the    development    of    the 

Kinetoscope in  the  course  of  an  interview  with  Mrs.  Malcolm  Park- 
er MacCoy of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs .... 

declared    that    the    War    diverted    Edison's    attention to    work    on 

chemicals  and  materials  that  embargoes made  no  longer  available 

in   the   United   States and   his   further   film   plans   necessarily    were 

sidetracked 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     DRAWING  upon  a  treasury  of  golden  memories 

Mrs.  Hughes  asserted  that  Edison  started  work  on  motion  photog- 
raphy because "The  idea  occurred  to  him  that  an  invention 

could  be  achieved that  would  do  jor  the  eye what  the 

phonograph  did  for  the  ear" She  pictured  the  inventor  as  an 

inveterate  fan: "Around  the  Oranges  and  Montclair we 

were  often  the  most  regular  attendants  at  the  theaters" Those 

in  the  vast  radio  audience privileged  to  hear  Mrs.  Hughes 

must  have  thrilled  immeasurably to  her  intimate  ac- 
count of  the  motion  picture's  birth 


•  •      •     MUCH  of  the  heart the  real  heart  of  the  industry  locally 

was  present  Friday  at  the  luncheon tendered  by  pix  execs. 

to  General  Hugh  Johnson in  the  Rockefeller  Center  Luncheon 

Club It  was  a  delightful  luncheon not  only  for  the  hosts  and 

guest but  for  the  handicapped  children  in  this  area for  whose 

care  the  hosts  presented  the  guest  with  a  check  for  $14,595 which 

was  a  portion  of  the  special  contribution  made  by  the  Will  Rogers  Mem- 
orial Commission for  the  assistance  of  institutions specializing 

in   the    care    of    handicapped   kiddies The    check   went    to   General 

Johnson  as  chairman  of  the  recent  Infantile  Paralysis  Campaign  in  Great- 
er N.  Y 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THERE  were  little   things  about  the   luncheon 

which  were  ultra-human One  was  the  poignant  note  in  Will 

Hays'  words "I  wonder  if  we  realize  what  we  lose in 

not  having  Will  Rogers  with  us  today  in  this  country!" Then 

there  was  the  little  reference  by  Basil  O'Connor president  of 

the  National  Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis,  Inc to  Will 

Rogers  as  having  been  one  of  the  first  to  interest  himself in 

the  Warm  Springs,   Ga.,  project Reassuring  it  was   to   look 

around  and  see  men busy,   busy  men in  this  busy   biz 

but  NEVER  too  busy  to  bring  some  alleviation to  the 

needy Of  such  stamp  are  Major  Leslie  Thompson,  W.  G.  Van 

Schmus,  Joe  Bernhard,  Sam  Rinzler,  Harry  Brandt,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Harold  Rodner,  Walter  Vincent,  Richard  C.  Patterson,  Jr., 

John   J.    O'Connor,    William    Powers,    Arthur    Israel,   John 

C.     Wright J.     R.     Springer,     Walter    Trumbull,    Sen.    J. 

Henry   Walters,  A.  P.    Waxman and   the   many    others   who 

gathered  at  almost  literally  the  top  of  the  town Friday  for 

luncheon 
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will  make  announcement  of  his  fu- 
ture plans  shortly,  it  was  said. 
Depinet  a  week  ago  signed  a  new- 
long-term   contract. 

The  retiring  exec,  has  be^'g  with 
RKO  in  various  capacities  -./.•  12 
years,  entering  the  organization  as 
general  manager  of  the  RKO  the- 
aters' film  booking  department  where 
he  was  in  charge  of  buying  and  book- 
ing for  the  circuit.  Seven  years  ago 
he  was  made  general  sales  manager 
of  RKO  Radio  Pictures  and  since  has 
directed  the  selling  organization  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Widely  known  and  popular  Levy,  a 
native  of  Rochester,  has  been  more 
than  25  years  in  the  industry.  He 
started  as  a  film  salesman  for  Uni- 
versal and  progressing  rapidly  to 
membership  in  that  company's  sales 
cabinet  where  he  was  first  associated 
with  Depinet.  He  later  joined  First 
National  Pictures,  remaining  three 
years,  later  going  as  special  repre- 
sentative for  United  Artists. 


Freeman  Scotches  Report 

Para.  Studios  to  Close 
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ports  that  the  Paramount  studios 
would  be  shut  down  for  a  period  of 
time.  He  said  Paramount  had  no  such 
plans  or  intentions.  The  studio  will 
try  to  finish  all  pictures  that  are  be- 
ing prepared  or  shooting  by  Dec.  20 
or  21  so  that  there  will  be  no  shoot- 
ing Christmas  week  or  until  after 
New  Year's  Day.  Big  pictures  will 
be  before  Paramount  cameras  in 
January,  February,  March  and  April, 
it  was  stated. 


Buffalo  Lifts  Polio  Ban 

Buffalo — Health  board  ban  on  chil- 
dren's theater  patronage,  imposed 
five  weeks  ago  because  of  scores  of 
poliomyelitis  cases,  is  off,  effective 
today  .  It  has  cost  up  to  40  per  cent 
of  business  in  some  houses. 


<---,   j-ra7 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to  the  fallowing  on  their  birthdays: 

OCTOBER    9 
Irving  Cummings  Jeanette  Loff 

Marjorie  Beebe  Dennis  J.  Shea 


JANIE  AND  JIM . . . 

BLONDE  IN  BUCKSKIN; 
FIGHTING  FRONTIERSMAN 
. . .  AROUND  THEM  ROARS 
THE  CONFLICT  OF  A  NATION 
ABORNING ...  IN 
RKO  RADIO'S  SPECIAL 
OF  ALL 
SPECIAL  ACTION  SHOWS! 


LIFE  ON-THE-TRIGGER  IN  THE  DANGER  DAYS 
WHEN  PITTSBURGH  WAS  THE  FAR  FRONTIER! 

Rousing  melodrama  a-roar  in  a  theatre  of  action  new  to  the  screen  —  the  terrored  Tus- 
carora  hills  of  the  roaring  USD's!  . . .  Hollywood's  most  ambitious  story  of  pioneer  times, 
gloried  with  the  touch  of  epic  greatness,  told  with  a  smash  and  a  sweep  and  a  heart- 
winging  thrill  on  a  screen  too  small  for  its  mighty  action!  .  . 

BOX-OFFICE  IN  THE  BIGGEST  WAY  YOU  KNOW! 
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starring 


CLAIRE  TREVOR  -JOHN  WAYNE 

with 
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ATLAS  HAS  NEW  RKO 
UNDERWRITING  PLAN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Irving  Trust  Co.,  trustee  of  RKO. 
Text  of  the  letter  follows: 

"You  have  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
present  disposition  of  Atlas  Corpora- 
tion toward  underwriting  an  offering 
of  tamon  stock  to  unsecured  credi- 
tor^under  the  plan  of  reorganization 
of  RKO. 

"As  you  know,  our  August  under- 
writing proposal  expired  because  its 
terms  had  not  been  approved  within 
the  time  stated  in  the  offering  and 
was  not  renewed  only  because  war 
had  intervened  and  brought  into  play 
new  factors.  I  have  since  been 
studying  the  situation  in  the  light 
of  the  new  conditions  to  determine 
upon  fair  terms  of  a  new  underwrit- 
ing proposal. 

"The  plan  of  reorganization  calls 
for  the  raising  of  $1,500,000  for  re- 
organization expenses  and  working 
capital  needs  of  the  parent  company 
only  as  it  was  believed  that  RKO 
Radio  Pictures,  Inc.  and  the  various 
theater  subsidiaries  have  sufficient 
capital  for  their  own  requirements. 
I  see  no  reason  to  change  this  view. 

"I  am  making  plans  to  make  a 
new  offer  to  underwrite  but  would 
prefer  to  do  so  when  Mr.  Schaefer  is 
here  and  can  take  part  in  our  dis- 
cussions. However,  the  matter  can 
be  taken  up  with  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Board  if  Mr.  Schaef- 
er's  return  is  to  be  long  delayed." 

RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.  has  re- 
cently completed,  or  has  in  work,  a 
number  of  important  pictures  which 
provides  the  largest  inventory  of 
product  this  company  has  had  for 
some  time. 


Frank  J.  Price  Dead 

Oceanport,  N.  J. — Frank  J.  Price, 
79,  the  original  Beau  Broadway  of 
the  New  York  Morning  Telegraph, 
is  dead  here. 


Edwin  Carewe  Stricken 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Stricken  with  a  heart 
attack  Friday,  Edwin  Carewe's  con- 
dition at  press  time  was  reported  as 
critical. 


"Passage"  and  New  Autos 

to  Have  Joint  Premiere 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  prelude  to  the  premiere  of  the 
picture,  leaders  of  the  automotive 
industry  will  stage  a  "sneak  pre- 
view" of  the  1940  models  of  motor 
cars.  The  "glittering  parade  of 
cars  and  stars,"  scheduled  for  the 
opening  day  of  the  picture,  was  ar- 
ranged by  the  Detroit  Premiere 
Committee,  recently  formed  to  spon- 
sor the  premiere  of  "Disputed  Pas- 
sage." 


THE  WEEE  IN  REVIEW 

Revive  Industry  Code? — British  Production  Stymied 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


DOMESTIC 

CODE,  ARBITRATION:  Week 
saw  move  looming  for  revival  of  dis- 
tributors' Trade  Practice  Code, 
further  negotiations  being  urged  by 
Ray  Branch,  prexy  of  Michigan  Al- 
lied, with  immediate  arbitration  its 
aim.  ITOA  of  New  York  named  a 
committee  to  revise  its  arbitration 
proposal  to  N.  Y.  C.  circuits. 

EXHIB.  ORGANIZATIONS:  Mi- 
chigan Allied  reported  weighing  its 
relationship  to  national  Allied  as  out- 
growth of  its  advocacy  of  further 
Code  negotiations  .  .  .  N.  Y.  Allied 
was  reported  slated  to  reorganize  at 
Syracuse  meeting  but  majority  of 
members  were  said  to  support  Prexy 
Max  A.  Cohen  in  the  split  with  na- 
tional Allied  .  .  .  N.  Y.  indie  exhib. 
group  issued  call  for  a  state-wide 
meeting  on  Oct.  17. 

GOV'T,  OTHER  SUITS:  Court 
reserved  decision  in  Gov't's  injunc- 
tion against  expansion  of  the  Schine 
pending  outcome  of  its  suit  .  .  . 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  demanded 
bill  of  particulars  in  Gov't  suit  .  .  . 
Griffith  interests  contended  D  of  J 
was  moving  to  fast  in  suit  against 
it  .  .  .  Federal  grand  jury  probe 
into  alleged  industry  irregularities 
and  labor  racketeering  on  Coast, 
neared  its  end,  with  Special  Prosecu- 
tor Carr  slated  to  report  to  Atty. 
Gen'l  Murphy  this  week  .  .  .  Stock- 
holders sued  20th  Century-Fox,  seek- 
ing cancellation  of  contracts  of  a 
number  of  top  execs. 


National  Press  Club  Will 
Sponsor  "Smith"  Premiere 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  will 
take  place  the  night  of  Oct.  17  in 
the  D.A.R.'s  4,000-seat  Constitution 
Hall,  Washington,  under  sponsorship 
of  the  National  Press  Club,  it  was 
announced  at  the  week-end.  It  sets 
a  precedent  for  the  Club,  No.  1  or- 
ganization of  newspapermen  in  the 
U.  S. 

Arrangements  on  behalf  of  the 
Club  were  concluded  with  Columbia 
Friday  by  Arthur  Hachten,  INS,  its 
President;  Fred  Perkins,  head  of 
the  Washington  Bureau  of  the 
Scripps-Howard  Newspaper  Alliance 
and  Walter  Karig,  Washington  cor- 
respondent of  the  Newark  Evening 
News,   forming   a    Committee. 

Invitations  will  be  extended  to 
the  President  and  Mrs.  Roosevelt, 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  members 
of  the  Diplomatic  Corps  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives. 


Zanuch  Lines  Up  30  Stories  for  1940-41 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 
Hollywood — With  seven  major  pix  on  the    current    program    now    shooting,    Darryl    F. 
Zanuck   is   already   at   work   on    plans    for   the    1940-41    lineup.      Thus   far,    Zanuck    has 
acquired   rights   to   approximately   30   novels   and   plays   with   a   view   of   production   next 
year. 


UNIONS:  IATSE  talked  camera- 
men's contract  at  Coast  .  .  .  Possibil- 
ity foreseen  that  Local  306,  opera- 
tors' union,  and  N.  Y.  C.  circuits 
would  effect  a  compromise  on  union's 
wage  increase  demand  .  .  .  Local  306 
reported  that  Samuel  Wolchak  of 
CIO  denied  that  CIO  Local  258's 
charter  gave  it  jurisdiction  over  pro- 
jectionists. 


FOREIGN 

ENGLAND:  Ben  Goetz  and  Sam 
Sax,  back  from  England,  reported  no 
prospect  in  sight  of  any  large-scale 
British  pix  production  .  .  .  Cable 
from  London  advised  that  film  biz 
was  up  60  per  cent  and  still  gaining. 

AMERICAS:  U.  S.  projected  trade 
pact  with  Chile  reported  aid  to  U.  S. 
films  in  that  country  .  .  .  N.  L. 
Nathanson  of  Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian reported  slated  to  confer  with 
Dominion  indies  on  Canadian  clear- 
ance .  .  .  Loew's,  Inc.,  reported  con- 
sidering building  of  nabe  theaters  in 
Buenos  Aires. 


RENTERS  QUOTA  WILL 
STAND,  LONDON  HEARS 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plans  no  restriction  on  film  imports, 
but  there  is  a  strong  possibility  that 
the  Government  will  require  that  a 
certain  amount  of  money  accruing 
from  U.  S.  pix  distribution  here  re- 
main in  the  country. 

West  End  theaters  on  Friday  were 
granted  a  concession  on  closing  as  a 
result  of  CEA  representations  cov- 
ering several  weeks.  The  6  p.m.  cur- 
few is  ended.  Five  West  End  houses 
will  be  permitted  to  remain  open 
until  10  p.m.  one  week,  six  others 
alternating. 


Cole  and  Myers  to  Attend 
Syracuse  Allied  Meeting? 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

being  sought  by  the  group  spon- 
soring the  session  at  which  affilia- 
tion with  national  Allied  is  expected 
to  be  determined. 


For  the  past  twenty-one  years  Film  Daily 
Year  Books  have  been  recognized  as  the  Stan- 
dard Reference  Books  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry.  Put  them  all  together  and  you  have 
the  finest  history  of  the  motion  picture  busi- 
ness during  this  period  of  time  obtainable 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Film  Daily  Year 
Books  are  an  integral  part  of  the  industry. 
The   1940   edition   is   now   in   preparation. 


DYNAMITE 


Caged  Hen 


Fearlessly,  a  prison  chaplain 
rejects  the  defiant  challenge 
that  meant  swift,  sure  death! 
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DRAMA... 

Lusting  For  Life! 


A    MONOGRAM    PICTURE 
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BRIT.  FILM  INDUSTRY 
RETURNING  TO  NORMAL 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

culties — such  as  re-arrangement  of 
programs  to  bring  the  releases  into 
line  —  but  these  have  all  been 
straightened  out. 

British  Trade  Co-operating 

One  thing  about  it,  the  distributor 
and  exhibitor  are  working  well  to- 
gether, because  each  know  they  are 
dependent  upon  the  other,  so  there's 
no  opposition  from  either  source. 
Taken  by  and  large,  the  public  have 
accepted  even  "scratch"  programs, 
although  not  keen  on  old  films — but 
even  re-issues  are  better  than  noth- 
ing at  all. 

Things  have  adjusted  themselves 
as  regards  reopening  of  offices  in 
and  around  Wardour  St.  Sales  forces 
have  returned — -they  ought  never  to 
have  gone  away,  for  that  matter — 
and  the  business  of  buying  and  sell- 
ing is  going  on.  Trade  shows  have 
re-started,  which  further  helps  the 
exhibitor  back  to  a  sense  of  nor- 
mality. 

The  black-out  is  pretty  tiresome, 
but  you  get  used  to  anything,  and 
although  people  very  naturally  are 
not  visiting  the  kinemas  at  night  in 
such  numbers  as  before  the  outbreak 
of  war,  at  the  same  time  the  little 
matter  of  street  lighting  being  ex- 
tinguished isn't  going  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  majority. 

Production  is  the  only  thing  that 
seems  a  little  stagnant;  although 
there's  some  activity,  it's  nothing 
like  it  should  be.  The  Government  is 
anxious  there  shall  be  no  hold-up  and 
British  films  will  be  made  in  in- 
creasing quantities,  but  they  appear 
a  trifle  slow  in  giving  a  pronounce- 
ment on  the  Films  Act.  Stories  are 
going  around  that  it's  to  be  sus- 
pended, but  you  can  take  it  definite- 
ly, this  won't  be  the  case.  But  it 
would  look  a  great  deal  more  con- 
vincing if  the  Board  of  Trade  them- 
selves said  so. 

Early  Decision  Promised 

As  a  result  of  pressure  from  the 
producers,  Oliver  Stanley,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  has  just 
written  saying  he  is  bearing  the 
matter  in  mind  and  will  give  a  deci- 
sion at  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
which  again  dosen't  seem  to  get  any- 
body anywhere. 

Although  we  are  getting  nearer  to 
"business  as  usual,"  a  lot  of  hectic 
work  has  been  going  on  behind  the 
scenes.  There's  the  question  of 
transport,  for  instance — for  as  you 
know,  petrol  is  rationed  in  this 
country.  Fortunately,  however,  the 
industry  has  good  contacts  with  the 
Government,  and  the  powers  that  be 
have  been  most  sympathetic,  and 
have  undoubtedly  gone  out  of  their 
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STORKS! 


A  Quota  for  War  Films 

.  .  .  too  many  hold  several  dangers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
from   the    movie-going   public.      And   in   this   instance,   that   adverse   reaction    reasonably 
may   be   expected    early.      For   this   country   today   is   peace-minded,    not   war-minded. 

o 

MOST  emphatically,  it  is  good  business  for  the  American  film  industry  to  see  that 
it  remains  so.  It  cannot  be  reiterated  too  frequently  that  the  continued  develop- 
ment, prosperity  and  freedom  of  action  of  all  arms  of  the  industry  are  predicated 
upon   a   peaceful    United   States. 

In  voluntarily  limiting  the  number  of  war  dramas,  both  those  stemming  from 
yesterday  and  today,  the  industry  might  take  a  leaf  from  radio's  book.  Radio  quickly 
determined  that  its  early  flood  of  war  news  was  driving  away  rather  than  attracting 
listeners.  Accordingly,  it  estblished  its  own  "quota,"  restricting  war  news  largely 
to  the  conventional  newscast  periods.  The  lesson  is  equally  applicable  to  films, 
with    radio   the    purveyor   of   entertainment    to   the    masses. 

Finally,  let  those  who  feel  that  war  dramas  will  find  a  ready  market  overseas 
in  those  countries  now  under  arms  mull  over  what  Ernest  W.  Fredman,  of  London's 
Daily   Film    Renter,   says: 


IF  Hollywood  is  wise,  it  will  concentrate  on  films  that  are  definitely  of  a  light  theme 
and    so    do    something    to    cheer    the    people    up    instead    of    making    their    burdens 
heavier   to   bear.      Solemn,   dreary   and    portentous   subjects   should    be    taboo. 

"What    the    world — or    rather,    this    country — wants    today    is    humor — make    them 
laugh  and  they'll  crowd  in,   for  they're  not  going  into  the  kinemas  to  cry.     So  America 
can   play  its  part  by  giving  us  pictures  we  can  sit  back  and  enjoy — and  forget  the  war." 
"Forget   the   war" — it   sounds    like    a    good    slogan    in    more    ways   than    one. 
But  if  you  must  give  'em  war  pictures,  remember  "Shoulder  Arms." 


Chicago — Bill  Crouch,  local  repre- 
sentative of  Motion  Picture  Daily,  is 
the  dad  of  an  8-pound  son,  born 
at  the  St.  Luke  Hospital. 


way  to  help  the  trade.  All  the  same, 
transport  is  admittedly  quite  a 
problem. 

Then  there  are  deputations  and 
meetings  two  or  three  times  a  day  on 
some  matter  or  another  which  has 
to  be  settled  and  straightened  out — 
but  the  straightening  out  continues, 
and,  as  I  say,  things  are  a  great  deal 
better  than  one  could  have  expected 
in  one's  wildest  dreams. 

Pix    Supply    Biggest    Worry 

The  only  big  thing,  in  fact,  that 
worries  the  trade  at  this  moment  is 
the  supply  of  pictures.  Stories  reach 
us  that  Hollywood  may  cut  down  on 
production — which  may  or  may  not 
be  so — but,  if  Hollywood  is  wise,  it 
will  concentrate  on  films  that  are 
definitely  of  a  light  theme  and  so  do 
something  to  cheer  the  people  up 
instead  of  making  their  burden  heav- 
ier to  bear. 

Solemn,  dreary  and  portentous 
subjects  should  be  taboo.  What  the 
world — or  rather,  this  country  — 
wants  today  is  humor — make  them 
laugh  and  they'll  crowd  in,  for 
they're  not  going  into  the  kinemas 
to  cry-  So  American  can  play  its 
part  by  giving  us  pictures  we  can 
sit  back  and  enjoy — and  forget  the 
war! 

Biz  Drop  Due  to  European 
War  Falls  Below  Estimate 

The  European  War  has  not  in- 
flicted the  financial  loss  on  Amer- 
ican film  companies  that  had  been 
anticipated,  especially  in  regard  to 
business  in  England,  an  executive 
of  a  leading  major  said  over  the 
week-end.  His  company,  as  well  as 
the  others,  he  declared,  were  receiv- 
ing money  for  their  pictures  from 
Britain,  although  estimating  that 
business  was  25  to  30  p.c.  below 
normal. 

Normal  business  is  being  carried 
on  with  the  Scandinavian  countries 
and  several  other  nations  not  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  he  said. 


Industry  Leaders  Hear 

Hays  Laud  Carl  Laemmle 

(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

Synagogue  Friday  night.  Rabbi 
Nathan   Stern  officiated. 

"No  assets  ever  paid  better  divi- 
dends," added  the  MPPDA  prexy, 
who  described  Laemmle  as  a  person 
who  "inspired  affection  and  had 
men's    admiration    and   respect." 

In  his  eulogy,  Hays  said: 

"In  his  loyalty  to  the  land  of  his 
adoption,  in  his  appreciation  of  the 
opportunity  and  benefits  it  had  given 
him,  in  his  belief  in  its  ideals  and 
its  way  of  life,  he  was  a  true  Amer- 
ican. 

"It  was  fitting  that  the  company 
he  founded  should  have  been  named 
'Universal'  for  he  grouped  under 
the  title  of  friends  all  classes,  races 
and   creeds. 

"Carl  Laemmle's  services  to  the 
motion  picture  industry  were  great. 
Alwavs  he  fought  for  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right,  and  kept  his  word 
and  his  honor  untarnished.  He  gave 
more  than  he  asked.  Now  he  has 
left  'the  friends  of  his  ase  to  re- 
ioin  the  companions  of  his  youth.' 
He  has  started  for  a  land  we  do  not 
know,  but  we  do  know  that  he  will 
find  friends  there.  In  his  long  jour- 
ney from  life  until  death  he  never 
travelled  anywhere  without  making 
or  finding  a  friend. 

"Carl  Laemmle  had  and  deserved 
the  deep  warm  affection  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  a  little  man 
who  was  big  enough  to  fill  our 
hearts." 

Rabbi  Stern,  who  was  Rabbi  of  the 
Synagogue  when  Laemmle  joined, 
who  confirmed  Carl  Laemmle,  Jr.,  and 
buried  Mrs.  Laemmle,  paid  a  glow- 
ing tribute  to  Laemmle.  "He  may 
have  been  small  in  stature,  but  he 
was  big  in  spirit,"  he  said.  "He  left 
a  sanctuary  of  appreciation." 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the 
memorial  service  sat  in  the  first  two 
rows   of   the   synagogue,  which   was 


BROADWAY  FILM  BIZ 
CONTINUES  TO  CLIMB 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  country's  box-office  during  the 
first  few  days  of  war  is  lifting. 

Smash  openings  were  the  order  of 
the  day  in  three  Broadway  houses 
last  week,  with  good  busines^  re- 
ported at  others  where  picturesv^'/'re 
holding  over.  "Intermezzo"  had  a 
near-record  paid  attendance  total 
for  the  first  four  days  at  the  Mu- 
sic Hall  after  "Nurse  Edith  Ca- 
vell"  finished  its  second  week.  "In- 
termezzo's" opening  was  said  by 
UA  to  have  been  the  biggest  of  any 
Selznick  pix  there  with  one  excep- 
tion, and  that  opened  at  holiday 
prices  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

Another  United  Artists  release, 
"Eternally  Yours,"  had  an  equally 
strong  opening  at  the  Roxy. 

At  the  Strand,  Warners  started 
"Dust  Be  My  Destiny"  with  Ann 
Sheridan  making  a  personal  appear- 
ance and  Ted  Weems'  ork  on  the 
stage  and  opening  day  business  and 
week-end  business  nudged  all-time 
records.  Tickets  went  on  sale  at 
8  a.m.  Friday  and  by  9:30,  one  hour 
after  the  feature  went  on,  there  was 
standing  room  only.  Patrons  waited 
on  line  for  two  hours  before  get- 
ting into  the  house,  with  the  line  at 
its  peak,  stretching  around  the 
Forty-eighth    St.    corner    to    Eighth 

"Honeymoon  In  Bali"  continued 
strong  at  the  Paramount  in  its  sec- 
ond week  and  will  go  one  more  be- 
fore it  leaves  the  house.  "The 
Real  Glory"  continued  at  the  Ri- 
voli  with  no  slip  in  attendance  fig- 
ures in  its  fourth  week,  and  other 
houses  in  New  York  reported  good 
business  during  the  week,  above 
what  has  been  done  recently  in  al- 
most every  case. 

Nebraska  Files  Ascap  Brief; 
Asks  Injunction  Dismissal 

(Continued  from  Page  1} 

unconstitutional,  has  filed  briefs,  con- 
sisting of  86  pages  of  findings,  an- 
alysis and  conclusions  drawn  from 
the  evidence,  with  the  three-judge 
Federal  Court. 

The  State  contended  that  the  max- 
imum penalties  of  $5,000  fines  per 
violation,  plus  a  year's  imprisonment 
on  conviction,  was  not  too  severe  for 
breaking  the  Anti-Ascap  law. 

Holtz  also  asked  that  Ascap's  bill 
for  an  injunction  be  dismissed,  that 
a  permanent  injunction  be  denied, 
and  the  society  be  declared  unlawful 
and  monopolistic,  with  no  right  to  do 
business  in  the   State. 


packed  to  overflowing  with  the 
friends  and  former  employes  of  Carl 
Laemmle.  The  committee  included, 
Jack  Cohn,  chairman,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Herman  Robbins,  Jules  Levy,  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  Leo  Abrams,  Peter  Sei- 
bel,  Hal  Hode  M.  M.  Van  Praag, 
Charles  Paine,  Albert  Cookman,  Sam 
Sedran  and  Sidney  Singerman. 

A  delegation  of  15  members  of  the 
Pacific  Lodge  of  Masons,  headed  by 
Worshipful  Master  Harry  Grupe,  at- 
tended. 
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Max  Cohen  Not  to  Attend  Syracuse  Allied  Meeting 

ANDY  SMITH  IN  SALES  JXEC.  POST  AT  RKO  RADIO 

Neely  Bill's  Organized  Support  Fading  —  Kuykendall 


Many  Groups  Turning  Against 

Measure,  Declares  MPTOA 

President 

Buffalo  —  Many  organizations 
which,  in  the  past,  have  supported 
the  Neely  bill  have  turned  against 
it  "because  they  have  taken  the  time 
and  trouble  to  inform  themselves," 
Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  prexy,  de- 
clared here  yesterday  in  addressing 
a  meeting  of  the  MPTO  of  Western 
New  York. 

Kuykendall  commented  that  more 
than  nine-tenths  of  all  pictures  to 
which  there  has  been  objection  here- 
tofore were  sold  on  a  strictly  indi- 
vidual basis.     That,  he  asserted,  is 

{Continued  on  Page  11) 


WIS.  SOLONS'  SPECIAL 

SESSION  HOLDS  THREAT 


Madison,  Wis. — With  sine  die  ad- 
journment of  the  Wisconsin  legisla- 
ture, Wisconsin  exhibitors,  tem- 
porarily at  least,  have  been  saved 
from  any  adverse  legislation. 

Fly  in  the  ointment  is  a  deficit  of 
some  $21,000,000  in  the  bnudget  for 
the   biennium    with    only    $4,034,065 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 

Cinema  Lab.  Executives 

Confirm  Deal  With  Pathe 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Officials  of  Cinema 
Laboratories,  Inc.,  admit  that  deal 
whereby  Pathe  seeks  to  acquire  their 
business  is  near  closing  state.  O. 
Henry  Briggs  of  Pathe  is  due  here 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


40-30-30% 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Bob  Livingston,  Capitol 
exhib.  here,  announced,  not  pessimistical- 
ly, that  he  had  made  his  will.  In  it, 
he  leaves  40  per  cent  of  the  Capitol 
Theater  to  his  wife,  30  per  cent  each  to 
Roy  McGraw,  his  senior  operator  who 
has  been  with  him  for  20  years,  and  Mrs. 
Avis   Rutherford,   his  secretary. 


IVetvsreel  Cameramen  Win  10%  Increase 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Retroactive  to  Oct.  2,  newsreel  cameramen  are  to  be  paid  a  minimum  of 
$100  per  week,  according  to  tentative  agreement  reached  by  Pat  Casey,  representing  pro- 
ducers and  Charles  Downs,  representing  Local  644.  This  new  arrangement  means  a  10  per 
cent  increase  in  pay  and  affects  about  150  newsreel  cameramen  throughout  the  country. 
Downs,  who  has  been  conferring  here  with  Casey,  plans  to  return  to  New  York  this  week. 


WARNERS  IRONING  OUT 
DISPUTES  IN  PHILLY 


Philadelphia — In  a  move  in  line 
with  the  recently  announced  sales 
policy,  Warners  is  reported  adjust- 
ing clearance  disputes  arising  in  this 
territory. 

It  was  understood  yesterday  that 
last  week's  visit  here  of  Grad  L. 
Sears,  Warner  sales  chief,  saw  four 
complaints  ironed  out. 

While  Allied  Independent  Theater 
Owners  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
isn't  inclined  to  talk,  it  is  said  that 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Philippine  Theaters  Said 

Increasing;  Taxes  Worry 

Increase  in  number  of  new  film 
theaters  in  rural  locales  of  the 
Philippines,  and  gains  also  in  re- 
modeling and  re-equipment  in  these 
districts  of  the  islands,  was  pointed 
out  yesterday  by  W.  J.  Roth,  who 


RETENTION  OF  EXPORT 
MARKET,  FRENCH  GOAL 


Paris  (By  Cable) — France  will 
fight  to  retain  its  foreign  film  mar- 
ket, an  announcement  by  the  Min- 
istry fo  Information  indicates. 

The  Ministry  communique  declares 
that  all  films  in  work  when  the  out- 
break of  war  caused  cessation  of 
production  will  be  completed,  and 
that  exports  will  continue  on  ap- 
proximately a  peace-time  basis. 
Year's  production  output  will  ap- 
proximate   50   pix,   it   is    declared. 

The  Ministry  further  intimates 
that  American  producers  will  co- 
operate with  French  studios  in  the 
exchange  both  of  artists  and  tech- 
nicians residing  either  in  France 
or  England. 


(Continued  on  Page  11) 


306  and  Circuits  Meeting 

Again  to  Pick  Arbitrator 

Further    meetings    between    New 
York    circuit   heads    and    executives 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


N.  y.  Allied  Leader  Will  Stay 

Out  of  State  Unit  Controversy 


Westinghouse  Compressor 
Meets  Needs  of  Theaters 


Particularly  suited  for  theaters 
and  other  air  conditioning  applica- 
tions requiring  high  capacity,  a  new 
ultra-compact  100-ton  hermetically 
sealed  compressor  was  introduced 
by  Westinghouse's   air   conditioning 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  New 
York  Allied,  will  not  attend  the 
meeting  called  by  some  members  of 
the  organization  for  Oct.  17  in  Syra- 
cuse, where  a  showdown  is  expected 
as  to  the  future  status  of  the  group. 

Cohen  said  yesterday  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  become  embroiled  in  a 
controversy  created  by  a  "disgrun- 
tled employe,"  adding  that  there  can 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


His    Appointment    Part    of    a 

General  RKO  Sales 

Realignment 

As  part  of  a  sweeping  realign- 
ment of  RKO's  sales  organization, 
Andy  W.  Smith  yesterday  was 
named  East- 
ern  sales 
manager 
in  charge  of 
the  Eastern 
half  of  the 
U.  S.  and 
Canada. 
Smith,  who 
resigned  last 
year  as  gen- 
eral sales 
manager  for 
United 
Artists,  suc- 
ceeds E.  L.  •  ANDy  SM)TH 
McAvoy,  who 
has  been  placed  in  charge  of  a  re- 

(Continued  on  Page   11) 


GEORGIA  COURT  RULES 
SUN.  MOVIES  ILLEGAL 


Atlanta,  Ga. — Operators  of  Sun- 
day movies  in  Georgia  received  a 
serious  setback  yesterday  in  a  deci- 
sion by  the  State  Court  of  Appeals. 

The  court  ruled  that  operation  of 
motion  picture  theaters  on  Sundays 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Indie  Circuit-Distrib.  Impasse 
May  Close  Chicago  Theaters 

Chicago — Inability  of  independent 
circuit    operators    and    the    distribu- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Pix   Stochs   Firmer 

Amusement  issues  on  the  Big  Board 
gave  further  evidence  of  firmness  yes- 
terday when  10  stocks  advanced,  all 
fractionally  with  one  exception,  while 
only  three  dipped  slightly.  Largest  ad- 
vance was  scored  by  Warners  pre- 
ferred which  went  up  two  points  to 
close  at  45.  On  the  Bond  Market,  War- 
ners debentures  6s48  also  rose  two  to 
close  at  82.  For  full  quotations,  see 
table    on    page   2. 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2% 
Columbia   Picts.    pfd. 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 

Con.    Fm.     Ind.     pfd. 

East.    Kodak     

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,     Inc 

do  pfd 

Paramount    

Pjaramount   1st   pfd.    . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd. 

Pathe   Film    

RKO    

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 


High     Low 

HVs  HVs 

)     73/4  71/4 

183/4  18% 

l  V4  l  'A 

83/4  85/8 

153  1521/4 

156  156 

IOV4  93/4 

34%  343/8 

102%  10234 

8  73/4 
.  .   80 1/2     80 

9  9 


Close 

"Vs      ■ 

73/4   + 

183/4    _ 
H/4       . 


Net 
Chg. 


153 
156 

IO1/4  + 

343/4  + 

1023/4  — 

7%  + 

80 1/2 

9  + 


3/4 

3'8 

Vb 

+V4 

Vs 


1%      1%      1%  +     Vs 
Hi/2     14i/4     hi/2    4.      y2 


41/4      4  V 
45        45 


41/4  +     Vs 
45       +2 


NEW    YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  def.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.    3'/>s46.  .    97l/2     97V2     97 1/2      

Para.    B'way  3s55 46i/2     46Vi     46  Vi  —  2'/2 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 i/4s47    80         80         80       -f-     3/. 

RKO  6s41    

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  82         82         82+2 
NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotcne   Corp 

Technicolor     12i/a     11%     11%—     Vs 

Trans-Lux     1 3/8        1 yA        1 14  —     l/8 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd lOOVi      

Fox  Thea.  Office   Bldg.    1st  '46 4l/2       6% 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty   6s    1st   '47 

Met.  Playhouse.  Inc.  2nd  deb    '45...    63         66 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st   '57 583/4     61 V* 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant 9-5600 


SECURITY 


"U"  is  Sued  for  $25,000 

in  Dispute  Over  Title 

Stage  and  Screen  Productions, 
Inc.  filed  suit  yesterday  in  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  against  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  Inc.  in  which  it  asks 
for  $25,000  damages,  an  injunction 
and  accounting.  The  complaint 
stated  that  in  1934  plaintiffs  pro- 
duced a  feature  "Inside  Informa- 
tion" and  gave  distribution  rights 
in  England  to  the  defendants'  sub- 
sidiary Universal  Pictures,  Ltd.  In 
spite  of  the  agreement,  the  com- 
plaint alleged,  the  defendant  has 
produced  a  picture  using  the  iden- 
tical title  contrary  to  the  alleged 
literary  rights  to  the  title  by  the 
plaintiff. 

Application  was  filed  yesterday, 
to  be  heard  Oct.  18,  for  an  order  di- 
recting Nathan  Blumberg,  as  presi- 
dent of  Universal,  to  testify  before 
trial.  Universal  has  filed  an  answer 
denying  the  right  of  ownership  of 
the   title  by  the   plaintiffs. 

Detroit  Houses  Hold  Four 
Films;  Three,   Move-overs 

Detroit — Four  holdovers — three  of 
them  extended  runs  moved  from  one 
house  to  another — set  a  new  local 
record.  Slowing  up  on  new  contracts, 
favorable  response  to  Joseph 
Schenck's  pleas  for  extending  runs, 
and  strength  of  current  bills  com- 
pared with  recent  weak  ones  are 
among  the  reasons. 

The  United  Artists  is  holding  "The 
Woman"  for  a  third  week.  "The 
Rains  Came,"  originally  opening  at 
the  Fox,  is  being  held  by  the  Adams 
for  a  third.  The  Cinema  is  holding 
both  "The  Edge  of  the  World"  and 
"All  Quiet  on  the  Western  Front" — 
the  latter  on  extended  run  from  the 
Adams.  The  Michigan's  bill — "What 
a  Life"  and  "Honeymoon  in  Bali" — 
moves  intact  to  the  Palms-State. 


20th-Fox  Sets  Seasonal 

Product  Deal  With  FPC 


Deal  between  Famous  Players 
Canadian  and  20th-Fox  has  been  set 
on  the  1939-40  product  lineup.  The 
distributing  company  has  a  long- 
term  franchise  deal  with  the  Cana- 
dian theater  concern,  with  pact  re- 
newed from  year  to  year.  William 
C.  Gehring,  Central  division  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox;  negotiated  the 
deal  with  the  circuit. 


Carl  Laemmle  Memorial 

in  Chicago  Broadcast 

Chicago  —  Memorial  services  for 
the  late  Carl  Laemmle  were  broad- 
cast over  WMAQ  Sunday  night,  with 
Rabbi  Louis  Mann  of  Sinai  Temple 
presiding.  Speakers  included  John 
Balaban,  Jack  Kirsch,  Jack  Fisher 
and  Superior  Court  Judge  Joseph 
Sabath. 


J.  J.  Grady  Recovers 

Cincinnati — J.  J.  Grady,  20th-Fox 
manager,  has  removed  sufficiently  to 
take  up  his  duties,  following  an  al- 
lergic condition. 


Cinecolor's  Biz  Backlog 
at  Record,  Says  McCormick 

West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Backlog  of  color  mo- 
tion picture  biz  reached  a  new  all- 
time  high  last  week  at  the  Burbank 
plant  of  Cinecolor,  Inc.,  according 
to  an  announcement  by  A.  L.  Mc- 
Cormick, president.  More  compa- 
nies than  ever  before  are  now 
shooting  pictures,  which  will  be 
processed   in    Cinecolor. 

The  following  are  now  shooting 
pictures  for  processing  by  Cinecolor: 

Arizona  Western  Pictures,  Inc., 
Famous  Paintings  Productions,  Inc., 
Cosmocolor  Corporation,  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.,  United  States  Motion 
Pictures,  Inc.,  Scientific  Films,  Inc., 
Emerson  Yorke,  Jam  Handy  Pic- 
ture Service,  Inc.,  Wilding  Picture 
Productions,  Inc.,  Ray-Bell  Films, 
Inc.,  Atlas  Educational  Film  Co., 
Motion  Picture  Advertising  Service 
Co.,  Radio-Holland,  Java,  D.E.I., 
Paul  Hoeffler,  Action  Film  Co.,  Jam- 
ieson  Film  Laboratory,  Pan  Amer- 
ican  Airways. 


Hayner  Funeral  Held; 

Interment  in  New  York 


Toronto — Widely  attended  by  the 
trade,  funeral  services  for  Walter 
Hayner,  47,  Regal  Films'  general 
sales  manager,  who  died  here  Sat- 
urday, were  held  yesterday.  The 
body  is  being  taken  to  New  York 
for    interment. 

Hayner,  who  came  to  the  Domin- 
ion 15  years  ago,  held  executive 
posts  with  several  companies  in  Eu- 
rope at  one  time.  He  once  was  as- 
sociated with  M-G-M  in  the  U.  S. 
He  had  also  served  as  manager  of 
the  Washington  office  for  the  old 
Goldwyn   company. 


Randforce  Will  Install 

Book  Night  In  12  More 

Following  a  trial  in  the  Meserole 
Theater  of  "Book  Night,"  with  the 
1,875-seat  house  getting  a  paid  at- 
tendance total  of  2,700  people  dur- 
ing the  test,  the  Randforce  circuit 
has  signed  with  the  National  Com- 
mittee for  Education,  operators  of 
the  book  plan  giveaway,  to  immed- 
iately start  "Book  Night"  in  12  ad- 
ditional houses,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. 

New  Randforce  houses  signed  up 
will  start  operating  with  the  plan 
on   Oct.  21. 


Ben  Goetz  Recovering 

Ben  Goetz,  Loew's  British  produc- 
tion exec,  is  recovering  in  Doctor's 
Hospital  from  an  operation  for  the 
removal  of  his  gall  bladder. 


WANTED 


Motion  picture  manager  with  promo- 
tional experience  for  a  large  theatre. 
Send  full  particulars  including  salary. 
Box    1400. 

THE   FILM'  DAILY 
1501    Broadway  New  York  City 


COminG  ADD  GOIflG 


JOHN  J.  O'CONNOR,  RKO  theater  chieftain, 
leaves  today  for  Chicago  on  the  first  lap  of  an 
inspection  tour  of  mid-Western  theater  proper- 
ties. 

DEL  GOODMAN,  far  Eastern  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  left  last  night  for  the  Coast  follow- 
ing home  office  conferences.  He  sai^u-next 
week    for   the   Far  East.  (      / 

E.  Z.  WALTERS,  Altec  comptroller,  has  left 
New   York   for   a   week's  stay    in   Detroit. 

BOB  O'DONNELL,  Paramount  theater  partner 
in  Texas,    is  here   for  a    few  days'  stay. 

JERRY  FAIRBANKS,  co-producer  of  Paramount 
shorts,  has  arrived  here  from  the  Coast  for  a 
series   of  conferences  with   home  office   execs. 

JIMMY  COSTON,  Waner  zone  manager  in  Chi- 
cago, has  returned  there  after  a  New  York  trip 
on   business. 

EVELYN  O'CONNELL,  hostess  of  the  Para- 
mount Lounge  room,  has  gone  to  the  Coast  for 
a   three-week   vacation. 

W.  J.  ROTH,  manager  of  the  Philippine  Island 
territory  of  the  Western  Electric  Company  of 
Asia,  has  arrived  here  for  a  vacation,  accom- 
panied by  MRS.  ROTH. 

GILBERT  MILLER  is  scheduled  to  sail  for 
England  later  this  month. 

VICKI  BAUM  has  arrived  here  from  the  Coast. 

GEORGE  H.  NICOLAI  has  returned  to  Florida 
after  a  short  stay  here. 

AL  SHERMAN  is  vacationing  in  Florida,  with 
a  trip  to  Cuba  scheduled  before  he  returns 
here. 

MARY  PICKFORD  and  BUDDY  ROGERS  have 
returned    to    the    Coast. 

NANETTE  FABERES  and  MARY  ANDERSON, 
Warner  contract  players,  arrive  here  in  the  next 
couple  of  weeks  to  appear  in  a  stage  production. 

JIMMY  RITZ  and  his  wife  are  at  the  Sherry 
Netherland. 

CHICO  MARX  and  his  family  are  also  at  the 
Sherry. 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT  is  expected  here  from 
the    Coast    today    by    plane. 

WILLIAM  LcBARON  was  scheduled  to  plane 
to    New   York   from    the   Coast    last   night. 

CHARLES  LAUGHTON  is  due  here  from  the 
Coast  next  week  to  start  a  six-city  personal 
appearance    tour. 

ROBERT  MOCHRIE  left  last  night  for  Atlanta. 


Warner  Club  Will  Fete 

New  President  on  Friday 

Warner  Club  Inc.  will  give  a  tes- 
timonial dinner  to  Nat  Fellman, 
newly  elected  National  president  on 
Friday  at  the  Hotel  Edison.  Din- 
ner Committee  consists  of: 

W.  S.  McDonald,  T.  J.  Martin, 
J.  M.  Brennan,  R.  W.  Budd,  L. 
Schlesinger,  Stuart  Aarons,  Frank 
Cahill,  Frank  L.  Gates,  Bob  Salo- 
mon, Harold  Rodner,  Harry  Mayer, 
Ruth  Weisberg,  Jules  Levey,  A.  W. 
Schwalberg,  M.  B.  Blackman,  H.  M. 
Doherty,  E.  E.  Hinchy,  Arthur  Sach- 
son,  Saul  Immerman,  John  T. 
Holmes,  Willard  Patterson  and  Abel 
Vigard. 
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{Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  a  violation  of  the  state's  blue  laws 
even  though  the  theaters  are  oper- 
ated for  specific  charities. 

!~jfe  decision  held  that  operation  of 
theaters  is  "a  detached  enterprise" 
and  therefore  separate  from  the 
charitable  enterprise  whose  acts 
would  be  exempted  from  Sunday 
laws. 

The  decision  came  following  the 
appeal  of  the  Southern  Theaters, 
Inc.,  operators  of  the  Avondale  The- 
ater, of  Avondale  Estates  (Atlanta 
Suburb),  J.  R.  Haeger,  M.  R.  Brew- 
ster and  C.  H.  Rogers,  who  on  Nov. 
4,  1938,  were  found  guilty  of  violat- 
ing the  Sabbath  laws  by  operating 
the  theater  on  Sunday  and  were  fined 
$100  and  costs  each. 

Operation  of  the  theater  on  Sun- 
days, the  defendants  contended,  was 
for  charity  and  the  entire  proceeds 
went  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  Hospital  for  Crippled  children. 
The  hospital,  they  pointed  out,  re- 
imbursed the  theater  for  the  ex- 
penses of  operating  the  theater  on 
that  day. 

Many  theaters  throughout  the 
state  have  been  operating  on  a  sim- 
ilar basis. 


Appeals  Court  Reopens 

Para. -Leader  Press  Case 


Oklahoma  City  —  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  has  won  a  reversal  and 
reopening  of  its  case  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
against  the  Leader  Press,  Inc.,  of 
this  city.  The  case  was  filed  in  Fed- 
eral District  Court  here  in  April, 
1937.  At  that  time,  the  case  was 
dismissed  on  motion  of  the  Leader 
company's  attorneys. 

The  film  company  charges  that  the 
printers  made  and  sold  posters,  ad- 
vertising novelties  and  other  acces- 
sories using  names  of  the  stars  and 
titles  of  its  pictures  without  credits. 
In  addition  they  were  charged  with 
making  "inartistic  and  inferior" 
drawings  of  Claudette  Colbert  and 
other  Paramount  stars  for  24-sheets. 


Best  wishes  from   THE   FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER    10 
Helen  Hayes  Harry  Richman 


with  PHIL  M.  DALTi 


•      •      •      A  DOFF  of  the   lid  today in  the  general  direction   of 

Columbia for    what    the    company    has    accomplished in    the 

way  of  a  tie-up  for  the  world  premiere  of  Frank  Capra's "Mr.  Smith 

Goes  to  Washington" In  enlisting  the  National  Press  Club  as  spon- 
sor. .  .  .Columbia's  smart  showmanship  has  not  only  insured  that  the  spot- 
light   of  the  American  press will  shine  its  brightest  upon  the 

timely  picture's  "first  night" but  it  has  performed  yeomanry  service 

in  behalf  of  the  entire  motion  picture  industry No  need  to  observe 

that   the   situation   being   what   it    is   these   days the   film   industry 

needs   the   friendly   support and  sympathetic   understanding   of   the 

press These  two  great  agencies  of  information and  entertain- 
ment  have  much  in  common Their  co-operation  holds  the  germ 

of  great  mutual  benefits The  National  Press   Club  of  course  rates 

as    the    newspaperman's    outstanding   professional   organization Its 

decision  to   sponsor for   the   first   time the   world  premiere   of 

a   motion   picture is    a    fine    tribute   to    'Mr.    Smith" to    Capra 

and  to  Columbia And,  what's  just  as  important a  happy 

augury Yes.  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington" and  Columbia 

goes  to  town!   !   ! 

T  T  T 

•      •      6     IN  fact  next  week  will  just  about  be  "Mr.  Smith  Week" 

'long  the  Eastern  seaboard for  Columbia  Pictures  and 

Columbia  Broadcasting  System are  joining  mitts  next  Mon- 
day to  fete  H.   V.   Kaltenborn noted  news  commentator   of 

CBS who  covered  for  the  camera the  filibuster  scenes 

in  "Mr.  Smith" The  big  blowout  will  be  in  the  South  Lounge 

of  Rockefeller  Center's  Rainbow  Room after  which  the  dis- 
tinguished  feed-baggers  will  view   the  new   Capra   classic 

Summoned  to  the  festive  board  among  others  are  Walter  Winchell, 
Gabriel  Heatter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Davis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowell 
Thomas,  Walter  Lippmann,  Heywood  Broun,  Park  Commissioner 

and  Mrs.  Robert  Moses Borough  President  and  Mrs.  Raymond 

V.  Ingersoll,  of  Brooklyn;  Dorothy  Thompson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hend- 
rik  Willem  Van  Loon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  McCosker 


•  •      •      NATURALLY the  guest  of  honor  will  be   there 

with   his   wife and    Mr.    and    Mrs.   Rolf    Kaltenborn Ditto    the 

Edward  Klaubers  and  the  Novicks plus  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Attmore  Rob- 
inson, Jr.,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Lewisohn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Kennedy, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Lowman Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Lewis,  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Vincent  Sheean ....  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Gram  Swing ....  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Guy  Hickock,  Ted  Husing,  Miss  Dorothy  Dunbar  Bromley,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Mason,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bob 
Trout,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  S.  Paley,  Edwin  C.  Hill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Ruppel and  the  radio  editors Thus  once  again  a  demonstra- 
tion  of  the   community  of  interest  possible for   films   and   the 

radio 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  TO  take  leave  of  "Mr.  Smith" we  ran  into  a  di- 
rector friend  of  ours  yesterday  while  strolling  along  B'way 

He  was  with  his  former  producer When  asked  for  whom  he 

was  directing  now he  proudly  shouted: "for  Uncle  Sam, 

making  industrials  and  it's  swell! Only  two  political  factions 

to  contend  with  now and  only  one  at  a  time!" Nice  work 

if  you  can  get  it! 


COHEN  NOT  TO  ATTEND 
MEETING  IN  SYRACUSE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  no  meeting  unless  he  called  it.  His 
attendance  was  requested  by  those 
who  called  the  meeting. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Syracuse 
session  is  looked  upon  by  some  as 
being  official  inasmuch  as  six  direc- 
tors and  officers  have  issued  a  call 
"for  the  purpose  of  sifting  facts  con- 
cerning the  controversy  between  Mr. 
Max  A.  Cohen  and  Mr.  E.  Thornton 
Kelly,"  executive  secretary. 

Those  who  authorized  the  meeting 
were  Harry  Savett,  John  Gardner, 
Charles  Wilson,  William  Tishkoff, 
Max  Fogel  and  Mitchell  Conery. 

National  Allied  leaders  are  slated 
to  attend,  as  affiliation  with  the  na- 
tional body  will  be  considered  and 
may  be  decided. 


Cinema  Lab.  Executives 

Confirm  Deal  With  Pathe 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

this  week  and  a  deal  is  expected  to 
be  completed  while  he  is  on  West 
Coast. 


«      «      « 


>y    ^   %% 


That  Pathe  was  moving  to  acquire 
a  West  Coast  laboratory  was  first 
reported  in  The  Film  Daily  on  Oct. 
5.  Story,  however,  erroneously  iden- 
tified the  lab.  as  Cinelab.  Latter,  a 
New  York  company,  has  no  Coast 
plant  and  is  not  involved  in  the  pres- 
ent deal. 


Warner  Bros.  Ironing  Out 

Disputes  in  Philadelphia 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Sears,  plus  Ted  Schlanger,  S-W  zone 
chief;  Lester  Krieger,  S-W  buyer, 
and  Bill  Mansell,  local  Warner 
branch  manager,  met  with  an  Allied 
committee.  About  a  dozen  com- 
plaints were  aired,  it  is  reported. 


Four  More  Circuit  Deals 

Closed  by  Warner  Bros. 

Warners  have  closed  seasonal 
product  deals  with  the  F  &  M-op- 
erated  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co., 
and  A.  H.  Blank  circuit,  Joe  Seider's 
Prudential  Theaters  and  Maine  & 
New  Hampshire  Theaters,  it  was  dis- 
closed yesterday  by  Grad  Sears. 


ST 


Holyoke,  Mass.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Goldstein  are  the  parents  of 
a  son  born  at  the  Wesson  Memorial 
Hospital,  Springfield.  It  is  their  first 
child.  Goldstein  is  manager  of  the 
Bijou  Theater  here. 


Cincinnati  —  Monogram's  Milton 
Gurian  is  father  to  a  son  and  heir, 
Stanley  Louis,  born  Oct.  6. 
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'Ninotchka' 


with   Greta   Garbo,   Melvyn    Douglas, 

Ina  Claire 

Metro  110  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

HEADING       FOR       SMASH       GROSSES 

EVERYWHERE    WITH    GARBO    SHOWING 

UNUSUAL   ABILITY    AS   COMEDIENNE. 

Here   is   a   warm,   human   Garbo,  showing 
unusual  skill  as  a  comedienne  and  enjoying 
it.        Playing    opposite    her    and     giving    a 
splendid    performance    is    Melvyn    Douglas. 
Expertly    guiding    the    fun    was    Ernst    Lu- 
bitsch,    whose    directorial    touch    has    never 
been    better.       An    important    principal    is 
Ina    Claire    as    a    Russian    Grand    Duchess, 
living  in  Paris,  who  loses  Douglas  to  Garbo. 
Three  delightful  characters  are  enacted  by 
Sig   Rumann,   Felix   Bressart   and   Alexander 
Granach,    three   stern    Russian    trade    repre- 
sentatives who  quickly  succumb  to  the  gay 
life   of    Paris.      The   screenplay   by   Charles 
Brackett,    Billy    Wilder   and    Walter    Reisch 
contains   much   sparkling  dialogue   and   also 
pokes    much    delicious    fun    at    the    Soviet 
customs  and    philosophies.     The   screenplay 
is   based   on   an   original   story   by    Melchior 
Lengyel.       William    Daniels    supplied    high- 
grade  photography.     Garbo,  as  an  envoy  to 
Soviet- Russia,   is   sent   to   Paris    to   close   a 
deal    for    the    sale    of    jewels    that    several 
years   ago   belonged   to    the   Grand   Duchess 
Swana    (Ina    Claire)    but    were    confiscated 
by  the  new  regime.     She  meets  Douglas,  a 
close   friend    of   the    Duchess,   who   falls   in 
love     with     Garbo     before     he     learns     her 
mission.      In  addition  to  the  proposed  sale, 
the    stern    Garbo    is   to    make    a    report    to 
her    government    on     public    utilities,     but 
her    interest    in    statistics    etc.,    wanes,    es 
her    interest    in    Douglas    grows.       In    fact 
she    becomes    gay    and    delicious,    and    falls 
in    love    with    Douglas   although    she    knows 
he   has  been   employed   by   the   Duchess  to 
try    to    regain    the    jewels    for    her.       Fol- 
lowing  a   gay   evening,   Garbo   and    Douglas 
return     to     her     hotel     suite,     and     Garbo 
playfully    opens    the    wall    safe    and    shows 
Douglas  the  real  jewels  she  has  been  com- 
missioned   to    sell.       In    the    morning    the 
jewels    are    gone,    having    been    taken    to 
the    Duchess    by    Gregory    Gaye,    a    white 
Russian     working     in     the     hotel.         The 
Duchess,     who     is     in     love     with     Douglas 
strikes    a    bargain    with    Garbo;    Garbo    is 
to   leave   for   Russia   with   the   jewels   with- 
out seeing  Douglas  any  more.     Garbo  goes 
but   Douglas   is   not  to   be   denied.      By   an 
adroit  move  he  has  Garbo  ordered  sent  to 
Constantinople — and   it   is  there   they   meet 
again  and  fall  into  each  other's  arms. 

CAST:  Greta  Garbo,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Ina 
Claire,  Bela  Lugosi,  Sig  Rumann,  Felix  Bres- 
sart, Alexander  Granach,  Gregory  Gaye, 
Rolfe  Sedan,  Edwin  Maxwell,  Richard  Carle. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ernst  Lubitsch;  Di- 
rector, Ernst  Lubitsch;  Author,  Melchior 
Lengyel;  Screenplay,  Charles  Brackett,  Billy 
Wilder  and  Walter  Reisch;  Cameraman, 
William  Daniels;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gib- 
bons; Associate,  Randall  Duell;  Editor,  Gene 
Ruggiero;  Musical  Score,  Werner  R.  Hey- 
mann. 

DIRECTION,  Superb.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Tops. 


"The  Flying  Deuces" 

with    Stan    Laurel    and    Oliver    Hardy 

RKO    Radio-Boris    Morris  65    Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

LAUGH-PACKED  COMEDY  WITH 
PLENTY  OF  FRESH  MATERIAL  SHOULD 
SCORE    IN    ANY   HOUSE. 

Laurel  and  Hardy's  newest  picture  is 
full  of  laughs  and  should  be  popular  with 
lovers  of  comedy  everywhere.  It  has  much 
fresh  material  and  some  sequences  that 
should  score  in  any  theater.  It  has  been 
given  splendid  direction  by  Edward  Suth- 
erland, who  has  injected  several  whimsical 
touches.  The  picture  marks  an  auspicious 
debut  for  Boris  Morros  as  a  producer  and 
he  no  doubt,  had  a  hand  in  some  of  the 
novel  melodic  material  provided  Laurel  and 
Hardy.  A  quartet  of  writers — Ralph 
Spence,  Alfred  Schiller,  Charles  Rogers  and 
Harry  Langdon — wrote  the  original  story 
and  screenplay.  John  Leipold  and  Lee 
Shuken  furnished  the  musical  score  and 
Edward  Paul  functioned  as  musical  direc- 
tor. One  of  the  funniest  and  most  orig- 
inal gags  ever  screened  has  Laurel  con- 
verting a  prison  cot  bedspread  into  a 
harp  and  playing  it  a  la  Harpo  Marx.  An- 
other sequence  has  Laurel  and  Hardy  doing 
a  song  and  dance.  Laurel  and  Hardy,  Des 
Moines  fish  market  clerks,  are  in  Paris 
on  a  vacation.  Hardy  falls  in  love  with 
Jean  Parker,  not  knowing  she  is  married. 
When  Jean  does  not  give  him  any  en- 
couragement, he  starts  pining  away  and 
he  and  Laurel  join  the  Foreign  Legion  to 
forget.  They  learn  that  one  of  their 
superior  officers,  Reginald  Gardiner,  is 
Jean's  husband  and  they  decide  to  es- 
cape. There  are  many  complications  and 
laughs  before  they  take  off  in  an  airplane, 
which  they  have   real  difficulty  in  flying. 

CAST:  Stan  Laurel,  Oliver  Hardy,  Jean 
Parker,  Reginald  Gardiner,  Charles  Middle- 
ton,  Jean  Del  Val,  Clem  Wilenchick,  James 
Finlayson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Boris  Morros;  Di- 
rector, Edward  A.  Sutherland;  Authors, 
Ralph  Spence,  Alfred  Schiller,  Charles  Rog- 
ers, Harry  Langdon;  Screenplay,  Same; 
Cameraman,  Art  Lloyd,  ASC;  Special  Ef- 
fects, Howard  Anderson;  Aerial  Photogra- 
phy, Elmer  Dyer,  ASC;  Production  Manager, 
Joe  Nadel;  Art  Director,  Boris  Leven;  Edi- 
tor, Jack  Dennis;  Musical  Director,  Edward 
Paul;  Music  by  John  Leipold  and  Leo 
Shuken;  Production  Advisor,   Rudolph  Mate. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Local  37-IA  in  Agreement 
Providing  Return  of  Autonomy 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  By  an  agreement 
reached  between  Technicians'  Local 
37  and  the  IATSE,  autonomy  is  to 
be  restored  immediately  to  Local  37. 
Under  the  agreement  $100,000  in 
funds,  which  has  been  tied  up  dur- 
ing litigation  between  the  Local  and 
IA,  is  released. 

Under  the  new  setup  membership 
of  Local  728  is  to  be  merged  with 
Local  37  which  has  concurrent  juris- 
diction with  728. 


"Pack  Up  Your 
Troubles" 

with   Jane   Withers   and    the    Ritz    Brothers 

20th-Fox  75   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

HERE'S  A  "SLEEPER":  WAR  FARCE 
WILL  BRING  GREAT  AMUSEMENT  TO 
ANY   AUDIENCE. 

Sol  M.  Wurtzel,  has  in  this  picture  one 
of  the  the  surprises  of  the  year.  It  is 
a  war  farce  that  will  bring  great  amuse- 
ment to  any  audience.  H.  Bruce  Humber- 
stone  did  a  grand  job  of  directing,  bringing 
out  everything  to  keep  the  picture  moving 
at  a  fast  pace,  with  the  highlights  ot 
hilarity  not  taking  away  from  the  light 
plot.  Jane  Withers  can  be  seen  in  this 
picture  growing  out  of  childhood  into  an 
attractive  young  woman.  She  does  her 
best  work  to  date  in  this  offering,  and 
her  delivery  of  "Who'll  Buy  My  Flowers," 
by  Sidney  Clare  and  Jule  Styne,  is  praise- 
worthy. She  also  does  an  amusing  take- 
off on  George  M.  Cohan.  The  Ritz 
Brothers  have  a  field  day  and  gather  many 
laughs  with  their  antics.  The  original 
screenplay  by  Lou  Breslow  and  Owen  Fran- 
cis is  one  of  the  funniest,  and  the  picture 
industry  can  stand  many  just  such  stories. 
Joseph  Schildkraut  stands  out  in  the  role 
of  Jane's  father.  Stanley  Fields,  Fritz 
Leiber,  Lynn  Bari  and  Lionel  Royce  are 
among  the  principals  who  do  good  work. 
The  Ritz  Brothers,  a  Dutch  vaudeville  act, 
try  to  get  booked  when  the  war  breaks 
out  with  Germany,  but  no  agent  will  han- 
dle them.  Their  landlady  takes  the  key 
to  their  lodging  and  they  decide  to  join 
the  army  in  the  cavalry.  They  are  given 
the  lovely  task  of  nursemaids  to  a  com- 
pany of  donkeys.  When  they  get  to 
France  they  meet  Jane  Withers,  a  little 
girl  whose  mother  died  and  whose  father 
is  a  spy  in  the  French  Intelligence  Bureau 
behind  the  German  lines.  The  Ritz  Brothers 
are  going  to  put  on  their  act  for  the  boys 
at  the  Inn  and  borrow  German  uniforms 
from  the  prisoners.  They  make  a  change 
and  are  spotted  by  French  soldiers.  They 
try  to  hide  and  get  into  an  Observation 
balloon  which  breaks  loose  and  drops 
them  behind  the  German  lines.  They  help 
Schildkraut  escape  the  firing  squad  and  the 
four  of  them  capture  a  German  General 
and  get  back  to  the  French  lines  with 
him.  They  are  decorated  for  bravery  and 
unite  Jane  and  her  father,  leaving  everyone 
very   happy. 

CAST:  Jane  Withers,  Ritz  Brothers,  Lynn 
Bari,  Joseph  Schildkraut,  Stanley  Fields, 
Fritz  Leiber,  Lionel  Royce,  Georges  Rena- 
vent,  Adrienne  d'Ambricourt,  Leon  Ames, 
William  Von  Brincken,  Ed  Gargan,  Robert 
Emmett   Keane,   Henry  Victor. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel;  Director,  H.  Bruce  Humberstone; 
Authors,  Lou  Breslow  and  Owen  Francis; 
Screenplay,  same;  Cameraman,  Lucien  An- 
driot,  ASC;  Art  Directors,  Richard  Day, 
Albert  Hogsett;  Editor,  Nick  De  Maggio; 
Sound,  Bernard  Freericks,  William  H.  An- 
derson; Musical  Director,  Samuel  Kaylin; 
Song  "Who'll  Buy  My  Flowers"  by  Sidney 
Clare  and   Jule  Styne. 

DIRECTION,  Grand.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very    Good. 


"Dust  Be  My  Destiny" 

with  John  Garfield,  Priscilla  Lane 
Warner  Bros.  88  Mins. 

STRONG  DRAMATIC  STORY  WELL 
CAST  HAS  GARFIELD  IN  GLOVE-FITTING 
ROLE. 

As  an  indictment  of  penal  systenv  N')hich 
tend  to  embitter  young  boys  who  are  home- 
less and  without  friends  by  failing  to  give 
them  a  chance  to  make  good  at  honest 
work,  this  story  is  well  told.  As  a  pic- 
ture, it  is  strong  melodramatic  entertain- 
ment. The  cast  has  been  well  chosen  and 
every  member  of  it  does  a  good  job.  Gar- 
field is  convincing  as  a  wanderer  search- 
ing for  a  place  to  hang  his  hat.  Priscilla 
Lane,  step-daughter  of  Stanley  Ridges,  a 
prison  official  impresses.  Ridges  is  good 
as  the  drunken  prison  foreman.  Alan  Hale, 
a  newspaper  editor,  Henry  Armetta,  a 
lunch-room  proprietor,  as  well  as  Charles 
Grapewin,  John  Litel,  Moroni  Olsen,  Billy 
Halop  and  Bobby  Jordan  contribute  fine 
support.  Garfield,  just  released  from  prison, 
is  locked  up  as  a  vagrant  when  caught  on 
a  freight  train.  Priscilla  Lane  helps  him 
out  of  a  jam  with  the  prison  officials  and 
they  fall  in  love.  Ridges  catches  them  at 
a  midnight  tryst  and  he  and  Garfield  fight 
when  he  hits  Priscilla,  but  later  Ridges 
drops  dead  from  a  heart  attack.  Garfield 
and  Priscilla  flee  and  learn  shortly  later 
that  he  has  been  accused  of  murdering 
Ridges.  They  get  married  on  a  theater 
stage  because  they  are  broke.  He  gets  a 
job,  but  has  to  run  when  the  police  catch 
up  with  him.  Their  life  is  one  long  flight 
from  the  police,  with  no  one  to  turn  to. 
Garfield  is  about  to  pawn  his  camera 
when  he  has  the  good  luck  to  be  an  eye 
witness  of  a  bank  robbery.  His  pictures 
cause  Hale  to  give  him  a  job  on  his  paper. 
Later  Garfield  tells  Hale  his  story  and 
saves  his  life  when  members  of  the  gang 
who  held  up  the  bank  attempt  to  kill  Hale 
to  get  the  picture  negatives.  Priscilla 
turns  Garfield  in  when  he  attempts  to  run 
again  because  of  the  publicity  attendant 
to  his  saving  Hale's  life,  with  his  pic- 
tures taken  while  he  is  off  guard.  The 
trial  sequence  is  well  done,  with  Garfield 
being   acquitted. 

CAST:  John  Garfield,  Priscilla  Lane,  Alan 
Hale,  Frank  McHugh,  John  Litel,  Charles 
Grapewin,  Bobby  Jordan,  Billy  Halop,  Henry 
Armetta,  Stanley  Ridges,  Moroni  Olsen, 
Victor  Killian,  Frank  Jaquet,  Ferike  Boros, 
Marc    Lawrence,    George    Irving. 

CREDITS:  Warner  Bros.  Production;  Di- 
rector, Lewis  Seiler;  Screenplay,  Robert 
Rosson;  Based  on  a  book  by  Jerome  Odium; 
Cameraman,  James  Wong  Howe;  Editor, 
Warren  Low. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Radio  Plug  for  "Bluegrass" 

Warners  "Pride  of  the  Bluegrass" 
will  be  broadcast  over  a  Mutual  Net- 
work chain  of  27  stations  on  Oct. 
22  and  Oct.  29  by  the  "Rainbow 
House"  program  which  emanates 
from  station  WOR.  The  "Pride  of 
the  Bluegrass"  programs  will  be 
plugged  on  the  Oct.  8  and  15  pro- 
grams giving  the  picture  a  four- 
week  buildup. 


y  "..    •',  By, ED. SULLIVAN,   . 

Hollywood,  CaL,  •  Oct.  4 

Princeton's  lanky  Jimmy  Stewart  not  only  gets  Into  the  Unit  eel 
SffctPs  Senate  m  "Mr,  Smith  Goes  to  Washington,"  the 'Frank  C&pra 
mb.ii,)  hit  previewed'  here  last  night;  it  is  entirely  probable  that 
Stewart  also  gained  admittance  to  the  inner  chambers  of  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Pietnre'  Arts  and  Sciences,  because  this  is  one  of  the  rare 
performances  of  the  1939  yep  v  and  by  all  odds  the  greatest  performance 
that  Stewart  has  delivered  .*.  ,. 
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Last  night  Columbia  previewed  Frank  C 
TO  WASHINGTON,  and  both  Columbia  ai 
you  look  at  it.  It  will  be  big  at  the  box-offee  a 
to  give  the  picture  its  highest  praise,  let  me 


"Best  talking  picture  ever  made." 

NORTH  AMERICAN  NEWSPAPER  ALLIANCE 
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"Columbia  and  the  exhibitor  can  now  announce  to 
a  waiting  world  that  Frank  Capra  has  done  it  again 
...  A  commanding  candidate  for  Academy  and  box- 
office  honors."  MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY 

"Ace  box-office  hit  gives  Frank  Capra  another  out- 
standing contender  for  Academy  honors."  FILM  DAILY 
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One  of  the  best  pictures  ever  made." 

PHILA.  INQUIRER 
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"Timely  and  superlatively  entertaining." 

SCREEN  AND  RADIO  WEEKLY 


tCapra's  latest  picture,  MR.  SMITH  GOES 
and  Capra  have  a  terrific  hit  from  any  angle 
ard  big  with  the  critics.  To  say  it  briefly  and 
say  CAPRA  TOPS  CAPRA." 

SIDNEY  SKOLSKY 

"Hits  an  all-time  high  from  practically  every  stand- 
point. No  man,  woman  or  child  should  miss  it." 

WOMAN'S  HOME  COMPANION 


"Truly  great  picture." 
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THE  MOVIES 
'The  perfect  American  film."  L.  A.  NEWS 


,,._L.    A.    TIMES 


"As  good  as  anything  we  have  ever  seen. 

20th  CENTURY  NEWS  SYNDICATE 

'One  of  the  greatest  pictures  of  all  time." 

HOLLYWOOD  ILLUSTRATED  SYNDICATE 


FRANK  CAPRA'S 


ashington 


co-starring 

JEAN  JAMES 

ARTHUR  *  STEWART 

with 
CLAUDE  EDWARD  GUY  THOMAS  BEULAH 

RAINS  •  ARNOLD  •  KIBBEE  •  MITCHELL  •  BONDI 

Directed  by  FRANK  CAPRA   •   Screen  play  by  SIDNEY  BUCHMAN 

A     COLUMBIA     PICTURE 
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ANDY  SMITH  IN  RKO 
SALES  EXECUTIVE  POST 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

vised  district  which  will  include 
Cleveland,  Detroit,  Indianapolis  and 
Cincinnati  with  headquarters  in 
Cleveland. 

P'^net  also  announced  the  ap- 
pon.wflent  of  Robert  E.  Mochrie  as 
Southern  district  manager  with 
supervision  over  Atlanta,  Charlotte, 
New  Orleans,  Memphis,  Dallas  and 
Oklahoma  City.  Hubert  Lyons,  foi-m- 
er  Southeastern  district  manager, 
will  become  Atlanta  branch  manag- 
er, while  Sol  Sachs,  Southwestern 
district  head,  goes  to  Dallas  as 
branch  manager.  Mochrie  left  last 
night  for  Atlanta  where  he  will  have 
his  headquarters. 

Other  changes  in  the  RKO  setup 
include  shifting  of  branch  managers 
and  the  splitting  of  old  districts  into 
new  and  smaller  areas  and  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Southeastern  and 
Southwestern  districts  into  one. 

Smith's  appointment  was  an- 
nounced by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  distribution, 
who  explained  that  Smith  would  have 
supervision  over  the  New  York,  Al- 
bany, Boston,  Buffalo,  New  Haven, 
Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh,  Washington,  Detroit,  In- 
dianapolis, Calgary,  Montreal,  St. 
John,  Toronto,  Vancouver  and  Winni- 
peg exchanges. 

Mochrie,  whose  most  recent  con- 
nection was  with  United  Artists  as 
Southern  district  manager,  formerly 
was  RKO  branch  manager  in  Phila- 
delphia and  later  manager  there  for 
Warner  Bros.  He  also  was  assistant 
to  Andy  Smith  when  the  latter  was 
Eastern  general  sales  manager  for 
Warners. 

Cresson  E.  Smith  continues  in 
charge  of  the  Western  and  Southern 
division. 

In  Andy  Smith's  division,  the  dis- 
trict managers  will  be  J.  H.  Mac- 
Intyre,  Nat  Levy,  E.  L.  McAvoy  and 
Leon  M.  Devaney.  District  managers 
in  Cresson  Smith's  division  include 
Walter  Branson,  L.  E.  Goldhammer, 
Harry  Cohen  and  Robert  Mochrie. 
Harry  Michalson  continues  as  short 
subjects  sales  manager. 

J.  B.  Brecheen,  Atlanta  branch 
manager,  will  return  to  head  the 
Charlotte  exchange.  N.  J.  Colquhoun, 
Charlotte  manager,  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Atlanta  sales  staff.  C. 
W.  "Ching"  Allen,  who  has  been 
Dallas  manager,  will  be  given  a  new 
assignment  shortly  after  Sachs  takes 
:harge. 

Depinet  announced  that  these 
changes  complete  his  realignment  of 
he  sales  organization. 

A  native  of  New  York  City,  Andy 
»V.  Smith  began  his  career  in  the 
notion  picture  industry  with  Pathe 
n  September,  1914,  prior  to  which 
le  was  a  newspaper  reporter.  From 
lis  first  job  in  the  business,  he  rose 
•apidly  to  executive  positions  with 
lodkinson,  First  National,  Warner 
Jros.-First  National  and,  in  1935, 
>ecame  vice-president  of  Vitagraph. 

Resigning  from  Vitagraph  in  July, 
1  936,    Smith    became    general    sales 


34  Parisian  Theaters  TVott?  Open  to  11  P.  M. 

Paris  (By  Cable)— Thirty-four  Parisian  theaters  are  now  open  until  11  p.m.  This 
total  includes  24  newsreel  houses.  Of  the  remaining  10,  eight  are  playing  U.  S.  product 
two  English  pix. 


306  and  Circuits  Meeting 

Again  to  Pick  Arbitrator 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  Local  306,  operators  union,  to 
select  a  fifth  arbitrator  to  sit  on 
the  board  which  will  settle  the  cur- 
rent wage  dispute  will  get  under 
way  this  morning,  it  was  learned 
last  night.  No  deviation  from  the 
arbitration  course  will  be  under- 
taken by  the  circuits,  with  meet- 
ings to  continue  until  a  fifth  arbi- 
trator satisfactory  to  both  sides  has 
been  selected,  it  was  stated. 

Reports  circulating  to  the  effect 
that  a  compromise  was  in  prospect, 
which  would  make  arbitration  un- 
necessary, were  emphatically  denied 
yesterday  by  a  circuit  exec. 

One  change  has  been  made  in  the 
eroups  now  meeting,  with  Bert  Pop- 
kin,  former  business  agent  of  Local 
306,  replacing  Herman  Gelber,  re- 
cording secretary  of  the  union,  on 
the   union   arbitration   board. 


Indie  Circuit-Distrib.  Impasse 
May  Close  Chicago  Theaters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tors  to  get  together  on  new  product 
deals  may  result  in  the  closing  of 
theaters  because  of  a  shortage  of 
pictures,  according:  to  Van  Nomikos, 
president  of  the  Van  Nomikos  Cir- 
cuit and  vice-president  of  the  local 
Allied  unit. 

Nomikos  said  he  would  have  to 
close  some  houses  and  extend  the 
runs  of  the  bigger  features  in  other 
theaters  unless  an  agreement  could 
be  reached. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  in- 
creased demand  for  percentage  dates 
and  higher  rentals,  which,  Nomikos 
declares,  the  indies  cannot  meet,  is 
causing  the  controversy.  First  pic- 
tures on  the  new  programs  are  due 
to  reach  the  screens  of  the  larger 
independents  by  the  end  of  this 
month  and  it  is  asserted  that  unless 
new  program  buying  picks  up  in  the 
next  two  weeks,  a  definite  shortage 
faces  the  operators. 

Sid  Dannenberg  Recovers 

Cleveland  —  Sidney  Dannenberg, 
head  of  the  Warner  Theater  exploi- 
tation department,  is  back  at  his 
desk  again  after  a  six  months'  ill- 
ness. 


DeVry  Ad  Head 


Chicago — A.  P.  Hollis,  advertising 
manager  of  the  DeVry  Co.,  is  con- 
fined to  his  home  by  a  heart  ailment. 
C.  H.  Roloff  is  pinch-hitting. 


manager  of  United  Artists  the  fol- 
lowing October.  He  resigned  last 
year  and  has  been  inactive  until  his 
appointment  to  RKO.  Last  Septem- 
ber he  sailed  for  Europe  where  he 
spent  several  months,  after  which 
he  married  and  went  to  Florida. 


Philippine  Theaters  Said 

Increasing;  Taxes  Worry 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  the  past  decade  has  been  man- 
ager of  the  Philippine  territory  of 
the  Western  Electric  Co.  of  Asia. 

Roth,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  ar- 
rived in  New  York  on  the  week-end 
from  Manila. 

He  described  exhibition  conditions, 
and  the  position  of  U.  S.  product  in 
the  islands  as  healthy,  but  handi- 
capped somewhat  by  the  levy  of  sev- 
eral classes  of  taxes,  many  new  pro- 
visions for  which  went  in  effect  on 
July  1,  last. 

Some  confusion  surrounds  the  in- 
terpretation of  a  number  of  the  pro- 
visions, and  close  study  is  being  giv- 
en to  clarification  of  the  clauses  by 
the  insular  government. 

The  corporation's  taxes  have  been 
raised,  Roth  said,  from  six  per  cent 
to  eight  per  cent.  Increase  has  also 
been  made  on  the  fixed  tax  levied 
against  every  person  engaged  in 
business,  boost  having  gone  from 
two  pesos  to  10  pesos.  The  levy 
on  cinema  admissions  from  20-29 
centavos  is  two  centavos;  29-30, 
three  centavos;  39-49,  four  centavos, 
and  so  onward  until  99  centavos, 
when  the  tax  is  10  centavos. 

Tax  on  film  has  been  raised  from 
three  centavos  per  linear  meter  to 
five  centavos,  an  upswing  of  approxi- 
mately one  cent  in  U.  S.  currency. 

Roth  said  native  production  in  the 
Philippines  is  making  good  headway, 
but  demand  is  for  U.  S.  pix  heavily. 


Wis.  Legislators'  Special 
Session  Holds  Threat  to  Pix 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

remaining  in  the  general  fund.  For 
the  purpose  of  drafting  some  kind  of 
acceptable  tax  program,  the  legisla- 
ture has  provided  for  the  naming  of 
an  18-man  interim  committee  which 
is  to  report  back  at  a  special  ses- 
sion, expected  to  be  called  in  No- 
vember. 

In  view  of  chain  theater,  admis- 
sion and  film  taxes  proposed  but 
subsequently  killed  in  the  regular 
session  of  the  1939  legislature,  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  special  ses- 
sion will  see  tax  proposals  not  ex- 
actly to  the  liking  of  theatermen. 

D-B  Transfers  Harpole 

Buffalo — Don  Harpole,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Century  here  since 
it  was  taken  over  by  Dipson-Basil 
interests,  has  been  made  manager 
of  the  Riviera.  North  Tonawanda, 
another   D-B   theater. 


Girden  Out  of  Hospital 

Jules  Girden,  Warner  home  office 
executive,  who  has  been  ill  at  the 
Manhattan  General  Hospital  for  the 
past  two  weeks,  was  discharged  over 
the  week-end,  and  will  convalesce  at 
home. 


NEELY  BILL  SUPPORT 
FADING— KUYKENDALL 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

"exactly  what  the  Neely  bill  is  seek- 
ing to  bring  about  for  all  pictures." 

The  MPTOA  prexy  branded  the 
Neely  bill  unworkable"  and  said  pro- 
ducers could  not  possibly  comply 
with  its  terms.  He  added  he  saw  in 
it  nothing  affecting  the  morals  of  the 
screen  nor  did  he  feel  it  would  have 
any  effect  on  community  choice  of 
pictures. 

Kuykendall  paid  considerable  at- 
tention to  the  theater's  part  in  com- 
munity welfare  and  said,  "The 
MPTOA,  through  its  state  units,  can 
and  should  ask  civic  leaders  to  co- 
operate in  making  theaters  com- 
munity assets  and  to  protect  them 
against  unfair  and  discriminatory 
legislation  and  regulation." 


Westinghouse  Compressor 
Meets  Needs  of  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

department  at  a  "preview"  in  the 
Hotel  Astor's  Rose  Room  yester- 
day. For  equal  capacity,  the  new 
16  cylinder,  V-type,  1150  rpm  unit 
is  smaller,  lighter  and  more  efficient 
than  previous  commercial  compres- 
sors, it  is  claimed. 

Installation  of  the  new  compres- 
sor is  simplified  by  a  refrigerant- 
cooled  motor  that  requires  no  exter- 
nal ventilation.  Small  for  its  ca- 
pacity, the  unit  fits  in  corners  or 
odd  spaces  ordinarily  too  small.  The 
reduced  weight,  makes  the  compres- 
sor easier  to  handle  and  avoids  the 
necessity  of  providing  special  foun- 
dations. 

Maintenance  expense  is  reduced 
by  the  hermetically  sealed  design 
that  has  no  shaft-seal  to  leak.  Ser- 
vicing is  a  simple  operation  since 
the  entire  operating  mechanism  can 
be  exposed  by  removing  the  side 
plates  from  the  crankcase. 

The  100-ton  compressor  is  avail- 
able for  use  on  2  or  3  phase  60 
c^cle  circuits  for  208,  220,  or  440 
volts.  Standard  magnetic  "across- 
the-line"  starters  or  step-type  start- 
ers may  be  used,  depending  on  local 
starting  current  limitations. 


Laughton  for  P.  A.  Tour 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Charles  Laughton  will 
make  a  personal  appearance  tour' in 
conjunction  with  his  picture,  "Ja- 
maica Inn,"  starting  next  week  in 
New  York.  His  tour  will  include  six 
cities. 


New  M-G-M  Pact  for  Douglas 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Melvyn  Douglas  has 
been  signed  to  a  new  long-term  con- 
tract by  M-G-M  as  a  result  of  his 
work  in  "Ninotchka." 


Mark  E.  Bruce  Dead 

Stevens  Point,  Wis.— Mark  E. 
Bruce,  81,  local  exhibitor  for  13 
years,  is  dead  here.  He  is  survived 
by  three  children. 
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A  DRAMATIC  STORY 
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Ontario's  IT  A  Will  Continue  Clearance  Negotiations 

THREATjF CENSORSHIPJFWAR  FILMS 7ADES  OUT 

Nazis  Preparing  to  Engage  in  Argentine  Production 


The  Jubilee 

major  accomplishment 

By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  - 


THIS  industry's  penchant  for  talking  in 
terms  of  millions  occasionally  permits  a 
far  less  pretentious  achievement  to  escape 
with  passing  mention  and  scant  credit,  de- 
spite the  fact  that,  by  comparison,  it  would 
stand  sharply  defined  as  a  major  accomplish- 
ment. 

With  that  much  of  a  preamble,  a  few 
words  this  morning  about  what  the  sub- 
committee of  the  Advertising  Advisory 
Council — William  Ferguson  of  Metro,  Harry 
Goldberg  of  Warners,  Lou  Pollock  of  Uni- 
versal, Ben  Grimm  of  RKO  Radio  and  the 
MPPDA's  Ken  Clark,  Lester  Thompson  and 
Joel  Swenson — has  done  to  make  the  coun- 
try Golden  Jubilee  conscious. 

It  should  be  no  secret  that  the  Jubilee 
campaign  was  a  brainchild  of  the  Hays 
Office;  further,  the  50th  Anniversary  Manu- 
al was  prepared  by  the  Hays  Office,  and  to 
the  extent  that  the  publicity  was  co- 
ordinated and  cleared  through  the  MPPDA, 
the  responsibility  for  its  success  or  failure 
rested  primarily  upon  Clark  as  chairman. 


WISELY,  the  sub-committee  determined 
to  conduct  the  campaign  on  a  volun- 
tary basis.  There  was  no  high-pressure 
selling;  instead,  the  Jubilee,  through  the 
manual,  was  permitted  to  plead  its  own 
case,  and  this  it  did  to  a  large  proportion 
of  the  17,000  exhibitors  whose  co-operation 
was  sought. 

Showman  approach  to  the  Jubilee  took  a 
variety  of  forms,  and  the  very  fact  that 
each  locality  was  left  to  handle  its  own 
campaign  in  its  own  way  was  an  important 
factor.  For  one  thing,  it  was  a  spur  to 
ingenuity.  For  another,  it  furthered  a  sense 
of  industry  unity,  as  letters  from  exhibitors 
appreciative  of  Hays  Office  interest  elo- 
quently testify.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  in 
this  instance  there  was  no  charge  for  ser- 
vice had  something  to  do  with  that. 

The  news  columns  have  reported  circuit 
and  theater  Jubilee  activities,  and  radio  and 
newsreel  participation  has  been  chronicled 
as  well.  Television  will  give  the  Jubilee 
its  own  boost  on  Friday  when  NBC  tele- 
casts from  a  replica  of  the  interior  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


German  Envoy  Reported  Com- 
pleting Financing  Setup 
in  Berlin 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Nazis, 
either  through  the  financing  of  na- 
tive producers  or  the  establishment 
here  of  a  German-owned  producing 
company,  are  preparing  to  engage 
in  Argentine  film  production. 

Arrangements  for  financing  will 
be  completed  before  Herr  Von  Thael- 
mann,  German  ambassador,  returns 
from  Berlin,  it  is  understood.  Proj- 
ect, it  is   said,  has  the  warm  back- 

(Contintied  on  Page  3) 

PHILLY  AREAINDIES 
TO  HUDDLE  ON  DUALS 


Philadelphia  —  Allied  Independent 
Theater  Owners  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, national  Allied  affiliate, 
yesterday  called  a  mass  meeting  of 
all  indies  in  the  territory  here  Fri- 
day. 

Session  will  be  concerned  speci- 
fically with  the  double  feature  ques- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

SAG  Air  Show  to  Switch 

to  East  in  Nov.  or  Dec. 


Screen  Actors'  Guild-Gulf  show 
will  switch  to  New  York  for  several 
broadcasts  sometime  in  November  or 
December  to  give  film  stars  now  on 
Broadway    a    chance    to    appear    in 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Fred  Pelton,  Labor 
Contact  for  AMPP 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Fred  Pelton,  who  recently 
returned  from  London  where  he  was 
business  manager  for  M-G-M,  has  been 
appointed  as  labor  contact  for  the  AMPP. 
It  is  strongly  reported  that  William  R 
Walsh,  Sr.,  Los  Angeles  NLRB  attorney, 
who  is  on  vacation  till  Oct.  21.  will  re- 
sign his  present  position  to  join  AMPP 
as  a  legal  aide  on  labor  problems.  Pat 
Casey,  veteran  labor  contact  for  the 
producers  will  continue  with  the  organi- 
zation but  is  expected  to  spend  an  in- 
creased  amount  of   time   in   New  York. 


SWG  SEES  BUT  SLIGHT 
EFFECT  OF  WAR  ON  PIX 


West   Coast   Bureau  of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  That  between  310 
and  320  writers  are  now  working  in 
major  studios  and  that  there  has 
been  only  as  light  reduction  in  num- 
ber of  writers  employed,  was  the 
statement  made  by  President  Charles 
Bracket  following  a  meeting  of  the 
Screen  Writers  Guild. 

He   also   declared  there  has   been 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Arthur  Silverstone  Named 
Asst.  UA  East.  Sales  Mgr. 

Arthur  Silverstone,  former  gen- 
eral sales  manager  for  United  Ar- 
tists in  Great  Britain,  has  been 
named     assistant     eastern     general 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


FPC  Execs.  Proposal  for  Provincial 
Test  of  Clearance  Board  is  Rejected 


See  No  Stage  Play  Backing 

Flood  by  Film  Industry 

Although  the  Dramatists  Guild's 
revised  basic  contract  for  the  sale 
of  plays  to  film  producers  on  a  roy- 
alty basis  has  been  ratified  in  prin- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


By  WILFRED  FESSEY 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Toronto — Feature  of  the  well  at- 
tended annual  convention  of  the  In- 
dependent Theaters  Association  of 
Ontario  at  the  King  Edward  Hotel 
here  yesterday  was  receipt  of  a  re- 
port from  the  special  Anti-Protection 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Thomas   Decides   Against   In- 
troducing Amendment  to 
Neutrality  Act 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Threat  of  Federal 
censorship  of  war  films  faded  yes- 
terday. 

Sen.  Elmer  Thomas,  D.,  Okla.,  last 
night  told  The  Film  Daily  that  he 
would  not  introduce  his  proposed 
amendment  to  the  pending  Neutral- 
ity Act  establishing  a  censorship 
board. 

The  proposed  legislation  had 
caused  considerable  concern  in  the 
film  industry.     Under  the  terms  of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


"GULLIVER"  PRINTS 
LIMITED  FOR  XMAS 


"Gulliver's  Travels"  and  "The 
Gay  Days  of  Victor  Herbert"  defi- 
nitely will  be  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  releases,  respectively,  on  the 
Paramount  schedule,  both  backed 
by  an  intensive  national  advertising 
campaign,  Neil  Agnew,  general 
sales  manager,  announced  yesterday. 

However,  only  a  limited  number 
of    prints    on    "Gulliver's    Travels" 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Liberty  Magazine's  Short 
Short-Stories  for  Para.  Series 


In  a  tie-up  with  Liberty  Mag- 
azine, Jerry  Fairbanks  and  Robert 
Carlisle,  of  Scientific  Films,  will  pro- 
duce a  series  of  shorts  adapted  from 
Liberty's  short  short  stories  for 
Paramount  release.    Each  one-reeler 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"Chips'  "  6th  Month 

"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  celebrates  its 
sixth  month  at  the  Astor  Theater,  Broad- 
way, on  Sunday  evening,  thereby  eclipsing 
the  record  previously  set  by  "Pygmalion." 
More  than  700,000  persons  have  seen 
the  picture  during  its  Broadway  run 
where  it  has  been  playing  on  a  popular 
price    continuous    policy. 
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FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
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New  York  City 
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SECURITY 


The  Jubilee 

major  accomplishment 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
historic    Black    Maria    of    Edison,    while    in 
November,  Children's  Book  Week  ties  in. 

0 

^"NBVIOUSLY,  the  objective  in  each  in- 
^^  stance  has  been  and  remains  publicity. 
What,  then,  has  been  accomplished  thus 
far?  Well,  in  the  sub-committee's  head- 
quarters are  two  giant  scrapbooks  already 
filled  with  clippings  from  newspapers  and 
magazines.  You  may  read  more  than  150 
editorials  and  columns;  you  may  read  mag- 
azine articles  and  features  appearing  in 
representative  periodicals;  you  may  view  roto 
layouts;  you  may  scan  special  sections. 

And  how  many  hundreds  of  thousands 
were  appropriated  for  this  campaign,  you 
ask. 

Well,  the  budget  was  exactly  $1,200  .  .  . 
and  every  last  cent  went  for  printing  and 
mailing. 

You  might  re-read  the  first  paragraph. 

Equity  Demands  Week's  Pay 
for  One  Tele  Appearance 

A  full  week's  salary  must  be  paid 
to  all  members  of  the  cast  of  Max 
Gordon's  Broadway  musical,  "Very 
Warm  for  May,"  who  appear  on 
NBC's  television  show  tonight,  an 
Equity  official  stated  last  night.  Gor- 
don's office  considered  the  scale  high, 
but  did  not  make  an  appeal  before 
the  Equity  Council  which  met  yes- 
terday afternoon. 

Equity,  which  claims  jurisdiction 
of  television,  has  agreed  to  form  a 
committee  composed  of  Equity, 
AFRA  and  Screen  Actors'  Guild 
representatives  to  administer  the 
field  for  six  months.  Agreement  has 
not  been  formally  signed  and  it  was 
reported  that,  because  of  this,  the 
Gordon  office  was  not  able  to  contact 
authorized  union  officials.  However, 
as  no  appeal  was  made  to  the  Equity 
Council,  the  full  scale  will  be  in 
effect. 


Dufaycolor  Seeks  Time 

in  Which  to  Raise  Capital 

Dufaycolor  Co.  Inc.,  yesterday 
filed  a  petition  for  an  arrangement 
in  the  Federal  Court  in  which  it 
listed  liabilities  of  $518,197  and  as- 
sets of  $119,717.  The  petition  pro- 
posed an  arrangement  under  which 
unsecured  creditors  are  to  receive 
three  per  cent  promissory  notes, 
five  per  cent  of  which  will  be  paid 
in  six  months,  and  95  per  cent  in 
three  years. 

Additional  time  to  pay  creditors  is 
required,  the  petition  said,  in  order 
to  raise  $500,000  in  additional  work- 
ing capital. 

Denies  Stoneman  Application 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Jus- 
tice Lloyd  Church  yesterday  denied 
an  application  of  David  Stoneman 
to  examine  Stephen  A.  Lynch  be- 
fore trial.  Stoneman,  Boston  at- 
torney, claims  $250,000  as  legal  ser- 
vices from  1933  to  1936  in  repre- 
senting Lynch's  interests  in  the 
Paramount  reorganization  proceed- 
ings. 


CIO  Local  Fails  to  Get 

Vote  In  Bronx  Election 


In  an  election  ordered  by  the  State 
Labor  Relations  Board  for  ushers, 
doormen  and  cashiers  of  the  Frank- 
lin and  Orient  theaters  in  the  Bronx 
at  the  request  of  Local  258,  CIO,  by 
petition,  the  local  failed  to  get  a 
vote  as  bargaining  agency,  it  was 
reported  yesterday. 

It  was  reported  that  all  the  the- 
ater employes  who  voted  in  the  elec- 
tion have  now  been  signed  by  Local 
B-170,  newly  chartered  IA  union  in 
the  Bronx  to  cover  theater  employes 
not  already  in  recognized  IA  unions. 
The  new  Bronx  local  and  the  new 
Manhattan  local  will  elect  officers 
this   week. 


H 


W.  Kahn,  Sales  Manager 
for  Film  Alliance  of  U.  S. 


Henry  W.  Kahn  has  been  appointed 
general  sales  manager  of  Film  Al- 
liance of  the  United  States,  recently 
formed  to  distribute  English  and 
French  pictures  in  the  U.  S.  Ap- 
pointment was  announced  by  Harry 
Brandt,  vice-president. 

Kahn  for  a  number  of  years  was 
general  sales  manager  in  Continen- 
tal Europe  for  20th  Century-Fox. 
He  also  was  M-G-M's  manager  in 
Berlin  and  prior  to  that  was  branch 
manager  in  several  key  cities.  Kahn 
leaves  shortly  on  a  tour  of  ex- 
changes handling  Film  Alliance  prod- 
uct. 


December  Trial  Ordered 

for  William  Fox  Action 


Trial  of  a  suit  for  $1,250,000  dam- 
ages against  William  Fox  brought 
by  Lexington  Ave.  and  59th  St. 
Corp.  was  ordered  for  Dec.  27  yes- 
terday by  New  York  Supreme  Court 
Justice    Isador    Wasservogel. 

Suit  claims  breach  of  an  agree- 
ment by  Fox  Theaters  Corp.  to  erect 
a  theater  and  office  building  on  the 
plaintiff's  property.  Fox  Theaters 
Corp.  and  Milton  C.  Weisman  were 
dropped  as  defendants  after  they 
had  settled  out  of  Court. 


Services  Today  Precede 

Walter  Hayner  Interment 

Services  preceding  the  interment 
of  the  late  Walter  Hayner,  sales 
manager  of  Regal  Films,  Toronto, 
will  be  held  today  at  3:30  at  Camp- 
bell's Funeral  Home,  81st  St.  and 
Madison  Ave.  Hayner  died  Satur- 
day and  his  body  was  brought  here 
for  burial,  which  will  take  place  in 
Fresh  Pond  Cemetery,  Middle  Vil- 
lage, L.  I.  Surviving  are  his  widow 
and   a  daughter,   Margaret. 


S-l  After  Story  Material 

Selznick  International  intends  to 
continue  its  search  for  story  mate- 
rial for  its  three  stars,  Vivien  Leigh, 
Ingrid  Bergman  and  Joan  Fontaine, 
with  David  O.  Selznick  to  confer 
here  with  Kaye  Brown,  story  editor, 
on  properties  lined  up  when  he  ar- 
rives from  the  Coast  in  December. 


com sno  ana  gomg 


HARRY  L.  COLD,  vice-president  and  Eastern 
general  sales  manager  for  United  Artists,  has  re- 
turned to  the  home  office  after  a  Southern  trip. 

ROBERT  SMELT2ER,  Warners'  central  district 
manager,  was  in  New  York  yesterday  for  Jjome 
office    conferences.  /2ffiik 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic  prex^and 
sales  chieftain,  returns  to  New  York  today  from 
a    business  trip. 

EMANUEL  J.  STUTZ,  managing  director  of  the 
Sonotone  Theater,  Chicago,  is  here  for  a  few 
days   stay. 

WALTER  VINCENT  and  SIDNEY  WILMER 
have  returned  to  their  New  York  office  after 
inspecting  their  theater  properties  in  Virginia. 

JACK  MOSS,  Paramount  producer,  STUART 
HEISLER,  director,  Y.  FRANK  FREEMAN,  JR., 
and  other  Para,  execs,  from  the  studio  have 
arrived  in  Albany,  Ca.,  to  film  a  new  picture 
entitled  "The  Biscuit  Eater." 

HARRY  REVEL  is  here  from  the  Coast. 

J.  J.  MILSTEIN  is  due  in  today  from  Holly- 
wood  after   a    brief  visit   there. 

SAM  SAX  left  for  Hollywood   last  night. 

CHARLES  LAUCHTON  and  his  wife,  ELSA 
LANCHESTER,  arrive  here  Monday  from  the 
Coast. 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  arrives  here  Sunday  from 
Hollywood. 

ELISE  KNOX,  model,  leaves  for  Hollywood 
shortly  to  start  work  for  20th-Fox  under  a  long- 
term    contract. 

RAYMOND  MASSEY  and  his  wife  have  returned 
from    Hollywood. 

PAUL  VINCENT  CARROLL,  dramatist,  is  ex- 
pected   here    late    this   month   from    England. 

EDWARD  EVERETT  HORTON  arrives  here  Sat- 
urday  from    Hollywood. 

RICARDO  CORTEZ  has  arrived  from  the  Coast 
for    a    three-month    stay. 

ROBERT  S.  BENJAMIN,  of  the  firm  of  Phillips 
&  Nizer,  flew  to  the  Coast  yesterday  on  busi- 
ness. 


John  Minhinnick  Dead 

Montreal — Manager  of  the  Grand 
Theater,  London,  Ont.,  until  his  re- 
tirement three  years  ago,  John  R. 
Minhinnick,  veteran  theater  man,  is 
dead.  For  many  years  personal  rep- 
resentative of  the  late  Ambrose  J. 
Small,  he  was  in  1922  appointed  di- 
rector of  Trans-Canada  Theaters 
which  acquired  Small's  interest  but 
continued  the  management  of  the 
Grand  theater. 


There's  Always 
the  FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK! 

When  in  doubt  turn  to 
the  FILM  DAILY  YEAR 
BOOK  for  your  informa- 
tion. 

1940    Edition    now    in 
preparation 

FILM  YEAR  BOOKS  are  given  free  to 
all  subscribers  of 

THE  FILM  DAILY 
1501  Broadway  New  York  City 


Wednesday,  October  11,  1939 
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THREAT  FADES  OUT 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  bill  tentatively  drafted  by 
Thomas,  not  only  would  newsreels 
have  been  affected  but  all  Holly- 
wood films  with  a  war  theme  or 
s-.__jig. 

ii'is  decision  to  forego  sponsor- 
ship of  the  measure,  Thomas  said, 
resulted  from  the  voluntary  co-op- 
eration he  had  noted  on  the  part  of 
the  film  industry. 


%J%\  DAILY 


Goldsmith  Will  Report 

on  Tele  at  SMPE  Meet 


SMPE's  television  committee,  of 
which  A.  N.  Goldsmith  is  chair- 
man, will  report  on  tele's  status  at 
the  society's  Fall  convention  which 
opens  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania  on 
Monday.  Report  will  be  delivered 
at  Wednesday  afternoon's  session  at 
which  R.  L.  Campbell  of  the  Allen 
B.  Du  Mont  Laboratories  will  speak 
on  "Television  Control  Equipment 
for   Film    Transmission." 

Tentative  program  for  the  con- 
vention sessions  was  made  public 
yesterday.  Promising-  to  hold  un- 
usual interest  are  these  three  dem- 
onstrations Monday  at  the  World's 
Fair: 

"Three  Dimensional  Motion  Pic- 
tures," J.  A.  Norling,  Loucks  & 
Norling,  Inc.,  in  the  Chrysler  Audi- 
torium, 8  p.m. 

RCA  television  demonstration, 
RCA  Exhibit,  9  p.m. 

Two-channel  recording  and  repro- 
duction with  steel  tape  demonstra- 
tion, AT&T  Building,  9:45  p.m. 


ASC  Members  Vote  Against 
Merging  with  Local  659 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Members  of  the 
American  Society  of  Cinematogra- 
phers  have  voted  against  merging 
with  Local  659  which  is  an  affiliate 
of  the  IATSE  organization.  ASC 
members  are  on  record  as  being 
agreeable  to  accepting  membership 
limited  to  directors  of  photography 
if  they  can  obtain  a  charter.  They 
are  in  favor  continuing  ASC  as  an 
independent  body. 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER  11 

Lillian  Hackett  Maurice   Pivar 


•  •  •  DON'T  look  now but  it  appears  that  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin is  about  to  be  glorified which  is  to  say  that  this  great  Amer- 
ican's life  story  is  screen-bound reportedly  by  the  Warners 

who  have  already,  'tis  said assigned  Edward   G.  Robinson 

to  play  the  role  of  Franklin The  Warner  move  must  be  charac- 
terized as  sensational in  that  it  promises  to  end  one  of  the  most 

baffling   of    all   mysteries Why    hasn't   the    story    of   Franklin    ever 

reached  the  screen   as   a  biographical   saga? For   if  there   was 

ever  marvelous  Hollywood  material it's  the  life  of  Franklin 


•  •  •  IF  Mr.  Gallup  ever  held  a  nation-wide  poll to  de- 
termine the  three  greatest  Americans  of  all  time it  would 

probably  end  up  with  the  Philadelphia  printer in  a  photo 

finish  with  Washington  and  Lincoln But  that's  just  dealing 

in  futures The  fact  is  that  currently Benjamin  Frank- 
lin's spirit  will  have  to  be  as  philosophical  as  was  once  the  Frank- 
lin flesh and  take  with  resignation  the  unusual  state  of  affairs 

which  has  prevailed  heretofore  'mongst  pix  producers That 

unusual  situation  is  just  that  Hollywood  hasn't  gotten  around  to 
Ben occupied  as  it  has  been  with  P.  T.  Barnum,  Gus  Ed- 
wards, Jesse  James,  Buffalo  Bill,  and  other  romantic  and  ad- 
venturous figures 


•      O      •     NOT  the  least  exciting  in  the  report  that  the  Warners  are 

goin'  to  frankly  do  Franklin is.   the  assignment  of  Robinson  to  the 

lead The  idea  is  much  more  logical  than  it  sounds  on  the  surface 

What   oft   appears   to   be   "daring"    casting turns   out   to    be 

smart  casting Witness,   for  example,   the  case  of  Charles   Bickford 

in  Monogram's  "Mutiny  In  the  Big  House" Bickford,  one  of  filmdom's 

most     efficient    tough-guy-character     specialists checks-in     with     a 

beautiful  performance as  the  prison  chaplain and  helps  make 

the  picture  memorable As  for  the  melodrama  itself take  ol' 

Phil's  tip it  packs  a  b.o.  wallop The  preview  audience   yes- 
terday morning at  the  Little  Carnegie was  held  tense  to  the 

fade-out Yep,    there's    a    real   thrill    ahead    for   exhibs when 

they  count  up after  this  one  from  Ray  Johnston's  studio 


•      9      •     CONGRATS    galore    to    M-G-M's    Robert    R.     (Bob) 

Wilkes upon    whom   has    been   conferred   the   Gold   Service 

Medal  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  the  State  of  New  York 

by  his  home  lodge  Cornucopia,  Flushing,  L.  I the  bestowal 

being  rare in  fact  only  to  those  who  have  been  Masons  for 

50  years  and  who  have  done  notable  services  for  the  craft 


•      •      •     EXECUTIVES  and  department  heads  of  Radio  City  Music 

Hall were  hosts  yesterday  at  a  surprise  birthday  party  luncheon 

for  managing  director  W.  G.  Van  Schmus present  were  G. 

S.  Eyssell,  Leon  Leonidoff,  Erno  Rapee,  Russell  Markert,  Florence  Rogge 

Hattie  Rogge,  Gene  Snyder,  Hazel  Flynn,  Eugene  Braun,  Robert 

Henderson Bruno  Maine,   Marco  Montedoro,  Fred   A.   Cruise,   and 

Willa  Van,  all  members  of  Mr.  Van's  "Music  Hall  Family" 


«      «      « 


»       »      » 


NAZIS  TO  ENGAGE  IN 
ARGENTINE  PRODUCT'N 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  of  the  German  Ministry  of  Pro- 
paganda. 

Stories  to  be  made  here  will  have 
a  strong  political  flavor.  One  fea- 
ture will  concern  Rozas,  Argentine's 
dictator;  another  will  center  around 
Lopez,  Paraguayan  director,  and  a 
third  will  spotlight  Sandini,  the 
Nicaraguan    revolutionary. 

Films,  while  designed  to  play  upon 
the  patriotism  of  Latin-American 
audiences,  will  contrive  nevertheless 
to  glorify  dictators  and,  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Nicaraguan  story, 
cynically  assail  American  democracy. 

Present  plan,  as  disclosed  here, 
calls  for  the  use  of  Latin-American 
players  and  some  native  technicians. 
Directors  and  cameramen  may  find 
their  way  from  Germany,  it  is  in- 
ferred. 


Producers  Corp,  of  America 
Formed;  to  Make  8  Features 


West   Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Producers  Corporation 
of  America  has  been  formed  and  will 
make  eight  feature  pictures.  The 
first  will  go  into  production  the  mid- 
dle of  December  and  will  be  made 
from  Adela  Rogers  St.  Johns'  novel, 
"Kingdom  Come,"  and  will  star  John 
Charles  Thomas,  the  famous  bari- 
tone. 

Heading  the  new  producing  com- 
pany is  George  Green.  Other  officers 
are:  Carl  Winston,  vice-president; 
Howard  Levi,  treasurer,  and  Harry 
Sokolov,  secretary. 

The  company  is  independently 
financed.  It  has  not  as  yet  made 
any  releasing  arrangements. 

Six  Up-state  Towns  Will 
Get  Premieres  of  "Drums" 


Six  "world  premieres"  of  "Drums 
Along  The  Mohawk"  will  be  staged 
simultaneously  by  20th-Fox  on  Nov. 
2  in  six  towns  in  New  York's  Mo- 
hawk Valley.  Multiple  premiere 
policy  was  decided  on  due  to  re- 
quests from  a  number  of  up-state 
towns  that  bid  for  the  premiere.  A 
group  of  players  will  be  brought 
East  from  the  studio  for  p.a.'s  in 
each  town. 

Theaters  and  towns  where  picture 
will  open  are  as  follows:  Palace, 
Albany;  Proctor's,  Schenectady; 
Rialto,  Amsterdam;  Glove,  Glovers- 
ville,  Olympic,  Utica;  and  the  Cap- 
itol, Rome. 


Defense  Wins  Point 
in  Erie  Trust  Suit 

Pittsburgh — Erie  State  Theater  Corp., 
plaintiff  in  a  recently  filed  anti-trust 
suit  against  a  dozen  Erie  theaters  and 
the  majors,  was  directed  to  file  a  more 
specific  statement  of  claims  on  a  de- 
fense motion  argued  in  Federal  Court 
here  yesterday.  The  Court  granted  the 
plaintiff  10  days.  Suit  seeks  $450,000 
damages. 
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Paramount's 
HONEYMOON  IN  BALI" 

Hartford,  Allyn  Theatre  — 30% 
above  average  . . .  Held  over 
for  a  second  week,  of  course! 


Paramount^ 
HONEYMOON  IN  BALI" 

New  Orleans,  Saenger  —  40% 
above  average,  outgrossing 
Beau  Geste"  and  "Union 
Pacific."  Carried  over  for  a 
continued  run! 


Paramount's 
HONEYMOON  IN  BALI 

New  York  Paramount — First 
week  $59,000 . . .  Second  week 
—$54,000  . .  .  (the  biggest  sec- 
ond week  in  seven  years). ..Held 
over  for  a  third  week,  of  course! 


ti 


Paramount's 
HONEYMOON  IN  BALI" 

Kansas  City,  Newman  Theatre — 
30%  above  average.. .Held  over 
for  a  second  week,  of  course! 


Paramount's 
HONEYMOON  IN  BAL 


yy 


Newark  Paramount — First 
week  —  30%  above  average 
.  .  .  Second  week  —  $100  more 
than  first  week  .  .  . 


Paramount's 
"HONEYMOON  IN  BALI" 

New  Haven  Paramount — First 
week  35%  above  average  .  .  . 
Held  over  for  a  second  week, 
of  course! 


Paramount's 
"HONEYMOON  IN  BALI" 

Philadelphia,  Fox  Theatre  — 
Out-grossing  "Spawn  of  the 
North,"  "Sing  You  Sinners," 
"Man  About  Town." 
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"Mutiny  in  the  Big 
House" 

with  Charles  Bickford,  Barton  MacLane, 

Pat  Moriarity,  Dennis  Moore 

Monogram  83   Mins. 

STRONG  DRAMATIC  PICTURE  WHOSE 
STORY,  ACTING  AND  ACTION  WILL 
SCORE  WITH  ALL  PATRONS. 

Here  is  a  rousing  prison  drama.  The 
wallop  it  packs  commends  it  to  every  type 
of  audience  liking  excitement,  suspense,  ex- 
cellent acting,  and  lots  of  human  interest. 
The  central  figure  in  the  deftly  fashioned 
screenplay  is  Charles  Bickford,  in  the  role 
of  the  prison  chaplain, — a  far  cry  from  the 
"tough  guy"  characterizations  which  have 
been  both  his  lot  and  speciality  in  the  past. 
As  the  zealous  priest,  unflaggingly  inter- 
ested in  only  one  objective, — the  rehabilita- 
tion of  human  beings  because  he  is  respons- 
ible to  their  Maker  for  their  souls, — Bick- 
ford knows  men,  and  is  respected  by  virtu- 
ally every  convict  in  the  "big  house."  Only 
one,  Barton  MacLane,  is  uncompromisingly 
opposed  to  the  spiritual  and  sociological 
assistance  which  Father  Joe,  as  Bickford  is 
known,  is  anxious  to  extend  to  the  indi- 
vidual convict,  regardless  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  crime  which  placed  him  behind  prison 
bars.  Thus  the  film  deals  with  the  basic 
theme  of  good  and  evil.  Barton  MacLane 
does  a  bang-up  job  as  the  convict  who  is 
difficult  to  reclaim  from  the  ranks  of  the 
habitually  criminal.  At  the  finale,  it  is  Mac- 
Lane who  leads  the  prison  break  in  which 
guards  are  killed,  and  which  is  shattered 
only  through  Bickford's  bravery.  Another 
key  figure  in  the  drama  is  Dennis  Moore, 
who  is  sent  to  the  pen  for  a  stretch  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  crime  committed. 
He  is  the  "prize"  over  which  Bickford  and 
MacLane  struggle, — the  former  to  save  him, 
and  the  latter  to  make  him  an  uncom- 
promising enemy  of  society.  There  is  not 
a  woman  in  the  cast  of  this  film,  but  withal 
it  is  a  general  audience  picture.  Producer 
Grant  Withers  wastes  no  time  with  tinsel 
love  themes,  but  goes  after  the  story  ham- 
mer and  tong,  and  that  is  the  secret  of  the 
footage's  punch  and  virility.  William  Nigh's 
direction  is  tip-top,  and  Harry  Neumann's 
photography  of  a  high  order.  This  is  a 
powerful  picture,  and  one  of  the  best  yet  to 
appear  under  Monogram's  banner. 

CAST:  Charles  Bickford,  Barton  MacLane, 
Pat  Moriarity,  Dennis  Moore,  William  Royle, 
George  Cleveland,  Charlie  Foy,  Russell  Hop- 
ton,  Jeffrey  Sayre,  Eddie  Foster,  Jack  Daley, 
Dave  O'Brien,  Wheeler  Oakman,  Charles 
King,  Nigel  de  Brulier,  Merrill  McCormick. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Grant 
Withers;  Director,  William  Nigh;  Author, 
Martin  Mooney;  Screenplay,  Robert  D.  An- 
drews; Sound,  Karl  Zint;  Cameraman,  Harry 
Neumann;  Editor,  Russell  Schoengarth; Tech- 
nical Director,  E.  R.  Hickson. 

DIRECTION,  Tip-Top.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Ditto. 


Cohen's  Belle  to  Build 

Belle  Theaters,  Inc.,  has  acquired 
a  site  for  a  new  theater  at  12  to  16 
W.  116th  Street,  it  was  announced 
by  Max  A.  Cohen,  treasurer  of  the 
circuit.  Plans  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  Thomas  W.  Lamb,  archi- 
tect, calling  for  a  1,000-seat  house. 


"U-Boat  29" 

with   Conrad  Veidt,  Valerie   Hobson, 

Sebastian  Shaw 

Columbia  77   Mins. 

TIMELY  AND  SUSPENSEFUL  MELLER 
EXPERTLY  PRODUCED  SHOULD  BE  A  BIG 
B.  0.  ATTRACTION. 

Columbia  should  reap  a  golden  harvest 
of  box  office  coin  with  this  release.  Not 
only  does  it  capitalize  fully  on  newspaper 
headlines  in  its  timeliness,  but  the  film  is 
a  first-rate  piece  of  entertainment  to  boot. 
The  world  is  submarine  conscious  right  now 
and  Columbia  gives  the  exhibitor  a  highly 
exploitable  picture  at  the  right  time  to 
capitalize  on  it.  The  cast,  headed  by  Con- 
rad Veidt  as  the  German  sub  commander, 
is  excellent.  Valerie  Hobson  gives  a  fine 
performance  as  an  English  counter-espion- 
age agent,  and  Sebastian  Shaw  is  good  as 
her  accomplice.  Veidt  deserves  special 
mention  for  his  portrayal,  as  it  is  perfect- 
ly done  in  every  respect.  He  will  make 
an  audience  sorry  for  him  when  he  meets 
death.  Veidt  and  his  sub.  are  assigned  to 
a  secret  rendezvous  in  the  Orkney  Islands 
near  the  home  base  of  the  British  grand 
battle  fleet.  He  has  instructions  to  meet 
a  spy  there  who  will  give  him  his  orders. 
The  British  intelligence  substitute  a  counter 
agent  for  the  spy  Veidt  is  to  meet  when 
they  uncover  the  plot,  but  their  plans  go 
off  so  well  he  is  perfectly  assured  he  has 
contacted  the  right  party.  Veidt  discovers 
that  a  British  officer  in  disgrace  Shaw,  is 
in  the  hands  of  his  spy,  and  he  will  reveal 
the  plans  of  movements  of  a  big  squadron 
of  battle  cruisers.  Veidt  is  told  the  plans, 
contacts  his  submarine  crew  and  arranges 
for  them  to  gather  about  15  other  subs  in 
one  spot  to  slaughter  the  English  ships. 
However,  he  accidentally  learns  he  has 
been  tricked  and  runs  for  it.  He  escapes 
from  the  island  on  a  small  steamer,  but 
after  capturing  the  boat  with  the  aid  of 
some  German  prisoners  on  board  he  is  sunk 
by  his  own  submarine  before  he  has  a 
chance  to  warn  them  of  the  approaching 
fleet  of  destroyers  bent  on  destroying  the 
subs.  Valerie,  who  is  also  on  the  boat, 
escapes  in  a  lifeboat,  but  Veidt  goes  to 
his  death  on  the  captured  boat  as  the  de- 
stroyers arrive  and  wreak  havoc  with  the 
sub  fleet  lured  to  their  doom  by  the  clever 
trap. 

CAST:  Conrad  Veidt,  Valerie  Hobson, 
Sebastian  Shaw,  Marius  Goring,  June  Du- 
prez,  Athole  Stewart,  Agnes  Laughlin,  Helen 
Haye,  Cyril  Raymond,  George  Summers,  Hay 
Petrie,  Grant  Sutherland,  Mary  Morris,  Rob- 
ert Rendel,  Margaret  Moffatt. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Irving  Asher; 
Director,  Michael  Powell;  Screenplay,  Emeric 
Pressburger;  Cameraman,  Bernard  Browne; 
Editor,  Hugh  Stewart. 

DIRECTION,  Exciting.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Will  Meet  In  New  York 

Allied  of  New  Jersey  will  hold 
its  next  luncheon  meeting  on  Oct. 
16  in  New  York  instead  of  Newton 
as   previously   announced. 

It's  "Shooting  High" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — That  Jane  Withers- 
Gene  Autry  starrer  for  20th-Fox 
will  be  dubbed  "Shooting  High"  in- 
stead of  "Jubilo." 


"The  Return  Of  The 
Frog" 

with    Gordon    Harker,    Una   O'Connor,   Rene 

Ray,    Hartley    Power 
Select  Attractions,   Inc.  70  Mins. 

MYSTERY  SHOCKER  BASED  ON  AN 
EDGAR  WALLACE  STORY  WILL  HOLD 
FANS    IN   SUSPENSE. 

Based  on  an  Edgar  Wallace  story,  this 
detective  thriller  will  hold  the  attention 
of  the  meller  fans  from  start  to  finish. 
Packed  with  suspense  and  hokum,  plus 
plain  old  fashioned  murder,  there  is  action 
aplenty.  The  cast  is  good  and  the  story 
has  been  weil  handled  to  keep  the  sus- 
pense heavy  from  start  to  finish  as  the 
fiendish  criminal  known  as  the  Frog  pur- 
sues his  career  of  crime.  Gordon  Harker 
impersonates  the  well  known  Scotland 
Yard  detective,  Inspector  Elk.  Una  O'Con- 
nor, Rene  Ray  and  Hartley  Power  support 
Harker  ably.  Elk  is  detailed  to  put  an 
end  to  the  Frog  and  his  gang.  He  be- 
lieves that  the  Frog  is  known  to  Una 
O'Connor  and  he  watches  her  establish- 
ment closely.  Harker  successfully  escapes 
several  death  traps  set  for  him  by  the 
criminal  and  finally  stumbles  on  his  head- 
quarters, where  the  activities  of  the  gang 
are  directed  by  television.  Harker,  using 
the  television  set,  traps  the  entire  gang, 
with  the  Frog  killed  in  the  ensuing  battle. 

CAST:  Gordon  Harker,  Rene  Ray,  Una 
O'Connor,  Hartley  Power,  Cyril  Smith, 
Charles  LeFeux,  Charles  Carson,  George 
Hayes,  Aubrey   Mallalieu,  Meinhardt   Maur. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Maurice  Elvey; 
Screenplay,  Ian  Hay;  Based  on  an  Edgar 
Wallace  Story;  Cameraman,  George  Stret- 
ton;  Editors,  Peggy  Hennassey  and  A.  Jaggs. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Gulliver's  Travels"  Prints 
for  Christmas  are  Limited 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  be  available  for  Christmas 
dates,  but  additional  prints  will  be 
in  the  exchanges  to  handle  New 
Year's  and  early  January  bookings, 
Agnew  said. 

"Gulliver"  will  be  exploited 
through  a  $210,000  advertising  ap- 
propriation in  newspapers  and  mag- 
azines, including  Liberty,  Saturday 
Evening  Post,  Collier's,  Life  and 
Look.  Key  cities  will  be  covered 
by  a  field  staff  of  exploiteers  who 
will  also  work  closely  with  the  100 
merchandising  tie-ups  which  have 
been  made  through  licensed  manu- 
facturers. 


Arthur  Silverstone  Named 
Asst.  UA  East.  Sales  Mgr. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sales  manager  of  the  company,  un- 
der Harry  Gold,  who  announced  the 
appointment.  Silverstone,  who  is  a 
brother  of  Murray  and  Emanuel  Sil- 
verstone, recently  returned  to  the 
U.  S.  after  spending  16  years 
abroad. 

Gold   yesterday   returned   from   a 
trip  through  the  southern  territory. 


:-. 


"The  Demon  Barber  Of 
Fleet  Street" 

with  Tod  Slaughter,  Eve  Lister,  Bruce  Seton 
Select  Attractions,  Inc.  67  Mins 

THRILLS  AND  CHILLS  APLENgT  FOR 
THE  MYSTERY  FANS  IN  THIS  OtpfcVITH 
MURDERS  GALORE. 

Murder  is  commonplace  in  this  new 
chiller  and  the  mystery  fans  should  go  for 
it  in  a  big  way.  The  diabolical  career 
of  the  "Demon  Barber"  is  calculated  to 
give  gooseflesh  to  the  most  hardened  movie 
goers  as  he  pursues  his  pleasant  pastime 
of  slitting  throats.  Tod  Slaughter,  aptly 
named  for  the  part,  gives  the  role  plenty 
of  oomph.  Eve  Lister  makes  an  attractive 
heroine  in  the  villain's  clutches  and  Bruce 
Seton  fills  the  hero  role  capably.  Slaughter, 
a  barber,  adds  to  the  family  fortunes  by 
disposing  of  wealthy  "clients"  who  come 
off  boats.  He  is  determined  to  marry 
Eve,  whose  father  is  under  his  influence 
Seton,  her  sweetheart,  returns  from  a  long 
cruise  and  Slaughter  attempts  to  finish 
him  off,  but  fails.  In  despair,  he  sets 
fire  to  his  shop  and  expects  to  burn  Eve 
to  death  with  himself.  However,  Seton 
comes  to  the  rescue  and  the  day  is  saved, 
with  the  villainous  Slaughter  dying  a  hor 
rible   death   in   the   flames. 

CAST:  Tod  Slaughter,  Eve  Lister,  Bruce  1 
Seton,  Davina  Craig,  D.  J.  Williams,  Jerry  r- 
Verno,  Stella  Rho,  Johny  Singer,  Ben  Sou- 
ten,    Billy    Holland,   Norman    Pierce. 

CREDITS:    Director,    George    King. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 
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Nat'l  Press  Club  to  Give 
Luncheon  for  Frank  Capra 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Frank  Capra  yes-  E 
terday  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  National  Press  Club  to  attend  , 
the  world  premiere  of  Columbia's 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  To  Washington," 
which  the  Press  Club  will  sponsor 
in  Constitution  Hall,  Washington 
next  Tuesday. 

Capra  will  be  guest  of  honor  at 
a  luncheon  tendered  him  by  the 
Press  Club  on  the  day  of  the  pre 
miere.  Newspapermen  from  New 
York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Bal- 
timore will  come  to  the  Capital  foi 
the  premiere  and  other  activities. 


■ 


Essaness  Closes  with  20-Fox; 
May  Break  Chicago  Deadlock 


Chicago  —  Essaness  circuit  has 
signed  with  20th  Century-Fox  for 
its  new  season  product.  Action  is 
expected  to  break  the  independents' 
deadlock  here  on  signing  for  new 
product. 

Chicago  indie  circuits  and  the  dis- 
tributors   had    previously    failed    to 
get   together   on   new    season   deals 
and  the  possibility  loomed  that  such 
circuits   might  have  to   close   manyt: 
of  their  theaters  due  to  inability  to  f 
obtain  pictures.     Present  Essaness 
20th-Fox   deal   is  held   likely  to   bef:? 
followed  by  other  indie  circuits 
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JNT.ITA  TO  CONTINUE 
TALKS  ON  CLEARANCE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

league  Committee  recently  formed 
BO  bring  about  a  national  clearance 
))oard  -for  Canada. 

Tr,  committee  reported  it  has 
jeenlTT  conference  with  N.  L.  Nath- 
mson,  president,  and  J.  J.  Fitzgib- 
fSons,  vice-president  of  Famous 
flayers  Canadian,  and  these  two  ex- 
ecutives have  stated  they  were  will- 
ing to  sit  in  with  the  independents 
||;o  discuss  clearances  and  priorities 
[livith  a  view  to  amending  them. 

Pointing  out  the  difficulties  of  such 
fm  experiment  on  a   Dominion-wide 
':"ront,    Nathanson    and    Fitzgibbons 
suggested  first  trying  out  the  plan 
'or  Ontario  alone.    They  also  said  it 
night  be   legally   impossible   to    in- 
:orporate  the  clearance  schedule  into 
me  Canadian  license  agreement. 
5    The   convention,   after    discussion, 
instructed  the  special  committee  to 
continue   negotiations   with   Famous 
•l3layers  representatives,  pointing  out 
3  hat   it  was   inexpedient  to   restrict 
11  he   activities    of   the    proposed   na- 
tional  clearance  board  to   a   provin- 
cial front. 

The  committee  was  enpowered  to 
nursue    the   situation   as   it   deemed 
pest  but  advised  of  the  importance  of 
iticking  to   the   original   APL   plat- 
form which   calls  for  a  board  with 
lational  authority.    If  this  could  not 
ji>e  achieved  by  negotiation,  the  con- 
tention declared  there  would  be  no 
ilternative  but  to  proceed  with  the 
dan  of  calling  for  action  by  the  Fed- 
;ral   governmental   authorities. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
dected  as  follows:  H.  Alexander, 
president;  N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-presi- 
dent; Tom  Walton,  treasurer;  M..L. 
Axler,  secretary.  Board  of  directors 
ilso  includes  Sam  Ulster,  H.  Fire- 
stone, A.  Polakoff,  Ben  Ulster,  J.  0. 
•ocott  and  Harold  Kay. 

Jrake  Appointed  Aide 

to  Butterfield's  Prexy 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.— Paul  0. 
3rake,  manager  of  Butterfield  The- 
iters  here  for  nine  years,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  position  of  assis- 
;ant  to  E.  C.  Beatty,  president  of 
;he  theater  chain.  His  new  posi- 
ion  will  embody  field  work  through- 
mt  the  circuit,  visiting  each  of  the 
.05    Butterfield    theaters. 

His  successor  in  Kalamazoo  as 
nanager  of  the  Post  and  Bijou  the- 
iters  will  be  Howard  Sweet,  for  the 
ast  five  years  manager  of  the 
■'ranklin  Theater,  Saginaw.  Sweet 
las  been  with  the  Butterfield  com- 
)any  for  about  12  years  and  at 
>ne  time  managed  the  Strand  The- 
iter  in    Lansing. 

Name  N.  J.  Racing  Com. 

}  Trenton,  N.  J. — Bill  naming  a 
ion-salaried  commission  of  five 
nembers  was  passed  yesterday  in 
he  Assembly  for  the  control  of 
iorse  racing  and  betting  in  the 
tate,  bringing  to  an  end  a  two- 
nonth    dispute. 


Keystone  Cops  Hit  Come-back  Trail 

lie  t  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Looks  like  the  come-back  trail  for  the  Keystone  Cops.  Twentieth-Fox 
yesterday  signed  Mack  Sennet'  to  collaborate  with  Harry  Joe  Brown,  associate  pro- 
ducer, on  a  new  type  of  comedy  film  which  will  revive  the  Cops;  decision  results  from 
reaction  to  the  Keystone  stuff  in  "Hollywood  Cavalcade."  First  pix  is  titled  (temporary! 
"Left  at  the  Altar,  or  Love  in  a  Pullman  Car."  'Twill  be  feature-length  and  probably 
a    combination    of    both    Technicolor    and    black    and    white. 


See  No  Stage  Play  Backing         Liberty  Magazine's  Short 

Flood  by  Film  Industry     Short-Stories  for  Para.  Series 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ciple  by  the  producers,  official  cul- 
mination of  the  lengthy  negotiations 
will  not  come  until  the  contracts 
have  been  studied  by  the  film  com- 
panies and  the  Dramatists  Guild 
gets  the  approval  of  the  managers. 
Contracts  are  now  being  mailed  to 
the  film  companies  and  a  meeting 
with  the  managers  will  be  held 
shortly. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  any  flood 
of  film  backing  will  be  made  im- 
mediately available  for  play  produc- 
tion, however.  It  is  indicated  film 
companies  will  be  extremely  cau- 
tious about  stage  financing.  Some 
$760,000  was  expended  by  studios 
for  plays  during  the  1938-39  season. 

With  reports  current  that  Bette 
Davis  will  confer  here  this  week 
with  Jack  L.  Warner  on  a  studio 
leave  of  absence  to  appear  in  a 
stage  play  this  winter,  it  was  gos- 
siped in  theatrical  circles  last  night 
that  Warners  might  make  their  first 
re-entry  into  the  play  backing  field 
via  a  Davis  vehicle,  with  an  eye  to 
later  filming  it  with  Miss  Davis  if 
it  is  a  hit. 

That  Warners  was  seeking  the 
screen  rights  to  the  stage  play,  "The 
Philadelphia  Story,"  was  also  re- 
ported this  week,  both  in  New  Yoi'k 
and  on  the  Coast.  Deal  was  said  to 
call  for  Katharine  Hepburn  to  ap- 
pear in  her  stage  role. 


Philadelphia  Area  Indies 

to  Huddle  on  Double  Bills 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion,  and  is  directly  connected  with 
the  report  circulated  locally  for 
more  than  two  weeks  that  Stanley- 
Warner  rnay  adopt  twin  bills. 

S-W  action,  if  it  comes,  would 
stem  from  the  fact  that  indies  here 
have  been  dualling  in  the  nabes. 


Blast  Damages  Gramercy 

Marquee  and  lobby  of  the  Gram- 
ercy Park  Theater  were  damaged 
yesterday  by  an  explosion  in  an 
adjoining  cleaning  shop.  No  the- 
ater patrons  were  hurt  but  three 
pedestrians  were  killed  by  the  ex- 
plosion. 

Will  Rush  S.  A.  Story 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Twentieth-Fox  plans 
early  nroduction  of  the  Lawrence 
Phole-Thomas  Aherne  Salvation 
Army  story,  "Marching  as  to  War." 
Shooting  may  start  by  January. 

New  House  for  Narrows 

Narrows,  Va.  —  Lincoln  Theater 
Corp.   of  Marion  will  build  here. 


(Continued  from  Page  \) 

will  include  two  Liberty  short  short 
stories.  This  new  series  will  be 
produced  in  Hollywood  under  the 
name  of  Bits  of  Life. 

The  first  of  the  series  has  been 
completed  and  will  be  released  in 
the  Paragraphics  series.  If  the 
shorts  are  well  received,  they  will 
be  released  on  the  1940-41  program, 
according  to  Lou  Diamond,  head  of 
Paramount's  short  subject  depart- 
ment. The  series  will  be  publicized 
by  Liberty  in  the  magazine  and  on 
the  radio. 

Fairbanks,  who  is  now  in  New 
York,  and  Carlisle  produce  the  cur- 
rent Paramount  shorts,  Unusual  Oc- 
cupations and  Popular  Science. 


SAG  Air  Show  to  Switch 

to  East  in  Nov.  or  Dec. 
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the  show.  Young  &  Rubicam,  Inc., 
which  handles  the  account,  is  now 
working  on  details  with  SAG  offi- 
cials for  the  New  York  broadcasts. 
Many  leading  picture  stars,  it  was 
pointed  out,  have  announced  plans 
to  remain  in  New  York  for  some 
time  and  would  be  unable  to  appear 
on  the  show  unless  it  is  broadcast 
from  New  York. 

Guild  was  anxious  to  arrange  New 
York  broadcasts  last  year,  but  plans 
did  not  go  through  in  time,  so  it 
was  decided  to  switch  to  New  York 
this  season.  Talent  and  shows  have 
not  been  set  as  yet. 


Install  RCA  Photophone 

in   Metro's  Cairo  Theater 


Latest  type  of  RCA  Photophone 
High  Fidelity  equipment  is  being 
installed  in  the  new  1,500-seat  Metro 
Theater,  now  nearing  completion  in 
Cairo.  Egypt.  Negotiations  for  the 
installation  were  completed  between 
RCA  and  Loew's  representatives  in 
New  York. 

The  system  consists  of  a  special 
type  PG-141  three-projector  instal- 
lation, with  three  sound  heads  equip- 
ped   for    push-pull    operation 

"Mayerling"  Suit  for  $18,000 

Summons  and  complaint  has  been 
served  on  Seymour  Nebenzahl,  pro- 
ducer of  "Mayerling,"  by  Jacques 
Haik,  French  distributor,  in  an  ac- 
tion asking  for  $18,000  in  damages. 
Haik's  complaint  alleges  that  he 
expended  that  much  money  under  a 
uroduction  contract  entered  into  be- 
tween himself  and  Nebenzahl  when 
Nebenzahl  did  not  have  the  rights 
to  a  story  which  he  claimed  he 
owned. 


SWG  SEES  BUT  SLIGHT 
EFFECT  OF  WAR  ON  PIX 
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no  instances  of  writers'  salaries  be- 
ing cut.  He  also  stated  that  an 
additional  note  of  encouragement 
was  provided  by  reports  from  mem- 
bers with  unofficial  contacts  in 
Washington  that  the  Government 
estimates  tend  to  disprove  alarmist 
rumors  about  the  effect  of  war  upon 
the   industry. 

These  reports  pointed  out  thai 
even  if  all  motion  picture  theaters 
in  belligerent  countries  were  shut 
down  completely  the  revenue  would 
drop  less  than  10  per  cent  and  the 
slack  would  be  taken  up  by  in- 
creased profits  from  other  markets, 
particularly  as  British,  French  and 
German  competition  has  vanished. 

Only  routine  matters  were  dis- 
discussed  at  the  meeting  of  Screen 
Directors  Guild  board  of  directors. 
President  Frank  Capra,  who  is  out 
of  city  on  vacation,  is  expected  to 
return    next    week. 


Motion  to  Quash  Nick, 

Brady  Indictment  Fails 

St.  Louis — A  motion  to  quash  the 
indictment  against  John  P.  Nick, 
International  Vice-President  of  the 
IATSE,  and  State  Rep.  Edward  M. 
Brady  was  overruled  by  Circuit 
Judge  Robert  L.  Aronson  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  Criminal  Causes.  This 
action  apparently  clears  the  way 
for  the  trial  of  o_le  of  them  com- 
mencing on  Oct.  16. 

The  men  are  accused  of  extortion 
in  connection  with  the  alleged  pay- 
ment to  Brady  of  $10,000  by  a  num- 
ber of  St.  Louis  independent  motion 
picture   theater  owners. 

It  is  anticipated  that  Nick  and 
Brady  will  ask  for  a  severance  when 
the  case  is  called  up  before  Judge 
Aronson. 


Bioff  as  Rep.  of  AFL  Union 
Not  in  Basic  Agreement? 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Business  and  interna- 
tional representatives  of  the  A  F  of 
L  studio  union  not  affiliated  with  the 
studio  basic  agreement  have  ap- 
proved a  tentative  deal  for  William 
Bioff  to  represent  their  Local  in 
negotiations  with  producers. 

It  is  likely  that  each  union  will 
have  representatives  to  form  a  cen- 
tral labor  body  which  will  have  au- 
thority to  settle  jurisdictional  and 
other  disputes.  Any  strike  call  would 
have  to  be  approved  by  this  proposed 
body. 


Silvermans'  Brother  Dead 

Pittsburgh  —  Herman  Silverman, 
brother  of  Jake  and  Ike  Silverman, 
operators  of  the  Strand  Theater, 
Altoona,  and  the  Blair  Theater, 
Holidaysburg,  is  dead  at  London, 
Ont. 


For  Attention -Value  I 
For  Selling -Punch! 
For  Dependability! 
For  low  Costs! 
For  Ticket -Selling! 


NATIONAL  SCREEN 
Special  Announcement 
Trailers,  too,  hit  the  Bulls- 
Eye  .  .  .  for  Quality  .  .  .  for 
selling-value  and  for  Serv- 
ice. Cost  so  little  and  sell 
so  much! 
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NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILERS  hit  the  bulls-eye  every  time . . . 
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Para.  Partners  Back  Extended  Playing  Time  100  P.  C 

COURT  DEMANDS  DEFINITEPROGRESS  IN  RKjj  REORG. 

Survey  Reveals  U.  S.  Leading  World  in  Film  Exports 


216,523,182  Feet  Shipped  in 

1938;  Germany  in 

Second  Place 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  U.  S.  was  the 
world's  leading  exporter  of  motion 
picture  films  during  1938,  shipping 
a  total  of  216,523,182  feet,  valued 
at  $4,950,015,  according  to  results 
of  a  survey  released  yesterday  by 
Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division,  Department  of 
Commerce. 
Ger-many    was.  second,    with    ship- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 

DIRECTORS  PLEDGE 
PRODUCER  CO-OP. 


West   Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  No  member  of  the 
Screen  Directors'  Guild  will  be  al- 
lowed to  accept  any  suggested  pay 
cut  until  each  individual  case  has 
been  considered  by  the  Guild's  board 
of  directors  for  approval  or  disap- 
proval, according  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  board. 

This  action  was  taken  after  Pres- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Trust  Suit  Delay  Asked 

by  Mich.  Co-op  Theaters 

Detroit — Motion  has  been  filed 
in  Federal  Court  by  Co-Operative 
Theaters  of  Michigan,  defendant, 
asking  that  the  anti-trust  suit 
brought  by  Midwest  Theaters  Co. — 
the  Raymond   Schreiber  Circuit — be 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Lea  Renews  Pledge 
of  Neely  Hearings 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Renewed  pledge  that  the 
Neely  block-booking  bill  will  be  ac- 
corded "full  hearings"  when  it  is  reached 
on  the  calendar  of  the  House  Interstate 
and  Foreign  Commerce  Committe  fol- 
lowing the  opening  of  the  regular  Con- 
gressional session  next  year  was  given 
here  yesterday  by  Chairman  Lea,  D.  Calif. 


Orange  Anti-Trust  Suit  Trial  to  Open 

Trial  of  the  $225,000  anti-trust  suit  of  Orange  County  Theaters,  Inc.,  against  Para- 
mount Pictures,  20th-century  Fox  Film  Corp.,  United  Artists  Corp.,  RKO,  and  a  number 
of  other  defendants  will  start  before  Federal  Judge  John  W.  Clancy  and  a  jury  tomorrow. 

Plaintiff,  a  Newburgh  theater  operator,  charges  the  defendants  with  conspiracy 
to  deprive  him  of  product. 


T  TALKING  PACT 
WITH  JULES  LEVY 


Following  negotiations  yester- 
day between  Nate  J.  Blumberg, 
president  of  Universal,  and  Jules 
Levy,  former  general  sales  manager 
of  RKO,  it  was  reported  that  Levy 
may  join  Universal  in  some  capac- 
ity. If  a  deal  is  set,  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  in  the  sales  depart- 
ment although  there  have  been  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Gordon  Denies  Shelving 

"American  Way"  as  Film 

Reports  that  Gordon  and  Goetz 
were  shelving  plans  to  produce  "The 
American  Way"  as  a  picture  were 
vigorously  denied  yesterday  by  Max 
Gordon  when  he  flew  in  from  the 
Coast.  He  told  The  Film  Daily 
that  production  plans  here  for  the 
new  play  season  had  necessitated 
his  leaving-  the  Coast  at  this  time, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


MPTOA  BOARD  TO  ACT 
ON  RELIEF  MEASURES 


Plans  for  definite  relief  measures 
will  be  launched  at  the  MPTOA 
board  of  directors  meeting  in  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  Oct.  23-24, 
Ed  Kuykendall.  president,  said  yes- 
treday  in  New  York.  Declaring  that 
many  important  issues  would  be  dis- 
cussed and  decided,  Kuykendall 
stated  he  believed  most  of  the  26 
directors  would  attend. 

While     sidestepping     any     direct 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Metro,  20th-Fox  Sign  Deals 
With  Ohio  Co-op.  Theaters 

M-G-M  and  20th  Century-Fox  are 
the  latest  major  companies  to  sign 
deals  with  Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Ohio,  Inc.,  state-wide  booking  organ- 
ization, according  to  Milton  A. 
Mooney,  head  of  the  buying  com- 
bine.    Mooney,  who  has  been  visit- 

( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Extended  Playing  Time  Backed  100% 
by  Paramount  Partners,  Says  Netter 


Erpi's  South  American  Biz 
"Encouraging",  Gregg  Reports 

Erpi's  business  in  South  and  Cen- 
tral America  since  the  first  of  the 
year,  at  which  time  the  company 
took  on  the  marketing  of  booth 
equipment  in  conjunction  with  its 
Mirrophonic  Master  Sound  units,  is 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Paramount's  theater  partners  are 
100  per  cent  in  favor  of  extending 
the  playing  time  on  all  pictures  war- 
ranting such  action,  according  to 
Leon  Netter,  vice-president  of  Para- 
mount Theaters  Service  Corp.,  who 
recently  returned  from  a  tour  of 
territories  in  which  Paramount  has 
theaters. 

Netter  said  yesterday  that  the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Amended  Underwriting  Agree- 
ment May  be  Ready 
Next  Month 

Hearing  on  the  RKO  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings  was  adjourned  yes- 
terday by  Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  to  Nov.  1  at  2:30  p.m.  at  the 
request  of  Richard  Jones,  attorney 
associated  with  Simpson,  Thatcher 
&  Bartlett,  who  represent  the  Atlas 
group.  Jones  stated  that  the  di- 
rectors of  the  new  corporation  and 
Atlas  were  studying  the  situation, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  ef- 
fect of  the  war   on  future  revenue 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

GO-OP  OF  MICH,  SIGNS 
WITH  f,UA;  JAM  ENDS 

Detroit — Signing  of  contracts  by 
Co-Operative  Theaters  of  Michigan 
with  Universal  and  United  Artists 
has  broken  the  jam  of  local  film 
buying,  which  has  been  dependent 
upon  the  action  of  the  two  prin- 
cipal local  theater  groups.  Co-Op 
is  continuing  negotiations  with  other 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

O'Connor  to  Des  Moines 
as  RKO-Blank  Pool  Ends 


Chicago — Termination  of  the  Des 
Moines  pool  through  which  the  A.  H. 
Blank  circuit  operated  the  Orpheum 
there  for  RKO  took  John  J.  O'Con- 
nor, RKO  theater  chief,  to  the  Iowa 
city  last   night  to   arrange  for   the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


It's  Columbus  Day; 
Home  Offices  Closing 

Twentieth  Century-Fox's  home  office 
will  be  shuttered  all  day  today  in  ob- 
servance of  Columbus  Day,  while  most 
of  other  companies  will  close  at  1 
o'clock.  Latter  applies  to  the  MPPDA 
as  well.  Paramount  and  Monogram 
will  remain  open  all  day.  Closing  at  1 
o'clock  are  Warner  Bros.,  RKO.  Univer- 
sal, M-G-M,  United  Artists,  Columbia, 
and   Republic. 
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1 1/2      1 1/2  —    Vs 

14  Hi/4     

24  24         


41/4       4l/8       41/4 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2!/2%) 
Columbia   Picts.    pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..  . 

East.    Kodak    1 

do    pfd 1 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd.   . 
Paramount   2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe  Film   

RKO     

20th  Century-Fox   .  .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1 
Loew's    deb.    3Vi546. 
Para.     B'way    3s55.  .  . 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3'/4s47 

RKO  6s41    

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    11%     11%     11%   +     Vs 

Trans-Lux 1 1/4       ll/4       1 1/4     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd IOOV2     

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st   '46 4  6 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45...   63         66 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 58y4     61 1/4 


BOND 
OOV4  1 
971/4 


MARKET 

OO1/4  100 1/4   +     1/4 
97         97i/4  4.     l/4 


8O1/2     8OV4     80y2   +     % 
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More  Than  500  Exhibs.  Visit 
World's  Fair  Lounge  of  RKO 


More  than  500  individual  exhibi- 
tors have  visited  the  RKO  World's 
Fair  Lounge  Room  in  the  RKO 
Bldg.  since  the  Fair  opened.  Visi- 
tors represented  more  than  2,000 
theaters  and  representatives  of  16 
foreign  nations  were  extended  cour- 
tesies. Visiting  stars  included 
Nancy  Carroll,  Herbert  Rawlinson, 
Sally  Eilers,  Edward  Ellis,  Anna 
Neagle,  James  Ellison,  Raymond 
Massey,  Lorna  Lynn,  ZaSu  Pitts. 
Alice  Eden,  Cary  Grant,  Ray  Whit- 
ley and  Donald  Duck.  H.  M.  Richey, 
director  of  exhibitor  relations,  is 
the  recipient  of  scores  of  letters  of 
appreciation   from   theater   owners. 


Local  306  Wants  Action 

Against  Para.  Restored 

Application  will  be  heard  today 
of  Joseph  D.  Basson,  as  president  of 
Local  306,  for  an  order  restoring 
the  union's  suit  against  Paramoufnt 
Pictures  Corp.  to  trial  on  Oct.  23. 
The  union  seeks  an  injunction  and 
damages  against  the  defendant  as 
operator  of  the  Belmont  Theater 
for  refusing  to  hire  Local  306  men 
in  alleged  violation  of  a  contract 
with  the  ITOA.  Negotiations  for  a 
settlement,  the  application  stated, 
have  fallen  through. 


Monogram's  "Mutiny"  Set 
for  Entire  B  &  K  Circuit 


Four  pre-release  first-runs  on 
Monogram's  "Mutiny  in  the  Big 
House"  were  announced  yesterday 
by  George  W.  Weeks,  general  sales 
manager.  B  &  K  has  scheduled  the 
picture  for  the  entire  circuit,  with 
the  first  date  set  for  the  Garrick, 
Chicago,  tomorrow.  Other  first-run 
openings  include  the  Park.  Reading, 
Pa.,  today;  the  Paramount,  Wilkes- 
Barre,  tomorrow,  and  the  Capitol. 
Scranton,  on   Saturday. 


"Honeymoon  in  Bali"  Tods 

Prior  Hits  in  Key  Cities 

"Honeymoon  in  Bali"  is  running 
20  to  50  per  cent  ahead  of  other 
top  Paramount  grossers  in  a  num- 
ber of  key  cities,  it  was  reported 
yesterday.  Picture  was  reported 
running  well  ahead  of  previous  Par- 
amount hit  attractions  in  Houston, 
Brooklyn,  Poughkeepsie,  Des  Moines. 
Memphis,  New  Haven  and  other 
cities. 


Hays  Board  Meeting  Off 

Adjourned  session  of  the  MPPDA 
board  of  directors,  scheduled  yester- 
day for  the  Hays  Office,  was  de- 
ferred for  another  week,  pending 
developments  in  the  foreign  situa- 
tion. 


New  Pact  for  Cukor 

West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood   —   George    Cukor  has 
been  signed  to  a  new  long-term  di- 
rectorial   contract  by   M-G-M. 


20th-Fox  Ad  b  Pub.  Dept's 
Moving  to  Bldg.  Next  Door 

Newly  renovated  building  in  56th 
St.  adjacent  to  the  20th-Fox  home 
office  will  be  occupied  next  week 
by  a  number  of  departments  now 
housed  in  the  main  building. 

Advertising,  publicity,  exploita- 
tion, still,  artists  and  ad.  sales  de- 
partments will  occupy  the  building, 
with  several  departments  moving 
today   and  tomorrow. 


Frank  Seltzer  Appointed 
N.  Y.  Rep.  for  Hal  Roach 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Frank  Seltzer  leaves 
Monday  for  the  East  where  he  will 
become  New  York  representative  for 
Hal  Roach,  succeeding  Tom  Walker, 
resigned. 

Jules  Seltzer  will  be  Roach's  stu- 
dio publicity  representative  while 
Frank  will  devote  most  of  his  time 
to  sales  problems  and  also  supervise 
studio  publicity  work. 


Schine  Circuit  Defers 

Nelsonville  Acquisition 


Columbus,  O. — The  Schine  circuit 
has  postponed  taking  over  the  Ma- 
jestic theater,  Nelsonville,  until  a 
definite  disposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment suit  against  the  chain  is  made. 
Spence  Steenrod  will  continue  to 
operate    the   theater. 


Ohio  Admission  Tax 

Collections  Show  Gain 


Columbus,  O. — Revenue  from  the 
state  three  per  cent  admission  tax 
amounted  to  $1,193,000  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  1939,  as  com- 
pared to  $1,110,000  during  the  same 
period  last  year.  The  increase  was 
slightly    less    than    seven    per    cent. 


MacLeod  Heads  Pep  Club 

Indianapolis  —  The  M-G-M  Pep 
Club  has  been  re-organized  with 
these  officers:  D.  S.  MacLeod,  presi- 
dent; J.  A.  Adams,  vice-president: 
Klaska  T.  Johnson,  secretary,  and 
F.  B.  Gauker,  treasurer.  Madalyn 
Cornet  has  been  appointed  sergeant- 
at-arms. 


WurtzePs  25th  Anniversary 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Sol  Wurtzel,  20th- 
Fox  executive  producer,  celebrates 
his  25th  year  in  picture  business  to- 
day. Wurtzel  will  be  tendered  a 
party  on  the  Fox  lot  by  his  asso- 
ciates. 


For   Lunch,    Dinner   or   Supper 

LaHIFF'S  TAVERN 

The   Industry's 

MEETING  and  EATING  PLACE 

156  W.  48th  St.  Tel.  CHickering  4-4200 


commG  ADD  Gome 


NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK  arrived  on  the  Coast 
yesterday   from    New    York    for   a    studio    visit. 

MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  is  due  to  arrive  here 
this  week-end  from  Hollywood  where  he  has 
been   conferring  with   UA   producers. 

MILTON  MOONEY,  head  of  Co-operativ  he- 
aters of  Ohio,  Inc.,  returned  to  Clevelar.  as- 
terday   from   New   York. 

M.  LOWENSTEIN,  Oklahoma  MPTO  leader, 
is  here  for  a  short  visit. 

ED  KUYKENDALL,  MPTOA  prexy,  has  arrived 
here  for  a  short  stay. 

WALTER  BRANSON,  RKO  mid-West  district 
manager,  and  T.  R.  "TOMMY"  THOMPSON,  RKO 
branch  manager  in  Kansas  City,  are  in  New 
York    for    home    office    conferences. 

AL  WILKIE,  publicity  manager  for  Paramount, 
is  en  route  to  Miami  on  company  business  and 
is  scheduled  to  return  to  his  desk  the  first  of 
the   week. 

LEONA  DEAN,  sister  of  Al  Dean,  Paramount 
foreign  publicity  director,  arrives  here  from  Lon- 
don   next   week. 

RODNEY  BUSH,  publicity  and  exploitation  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  and  LOU  DAVIDSON,  his 
assistant,  are  visiting  towns  in  the  Mohawk 
Valley  where  the  company  will  stage  a  multiple 
premiere  of  "Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  Nov.  2. 

ERNEST  SCHOEDSACK,  producer,  arrives  here 
today  for  a  vacation  after  a  year's  work  on  a 
new    Paramount    picture. 

CHARLES  LAUGHTON  has  cancelled  his  trip 
here  next  week  due  to  illness,  remaining  on 
the   Coast. 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  has  also  cancelled  her  visit 
here. 

DR.  A.  H.  GIANNINI  arrives  here  next  week 
for  a  month's  vacation. 

JOHN  F.  CATELEE,  IATSE  international  repre- 
sentative, has  left  Hollywood  after  a  lengthy 
stay  for  his  headquarters  in  Springfield,   Mass. 

MITCHELL  LEISEN  has  returned  to  the  Coast 
after  a   New  York  vacation. 

PAUL  ROBESON,  Negro  singer  and  actor,  re- 
turns from  Europe  today  on  the  U.  S.  liner  Wash- 
ington. 

RICHARD  AINLEY  and  ARTHUR  MARCETSON, 
British  actors,  and  MARGARET  TORREY,  Amer- 
ican soprano  who  has  been  in  Germany  for 
three  years,  are  other  passengers  arriving  today 
on    the   Washington. 


Laughton  in  Hospital 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollvwood — Charles  Laughton  is 
hospitalized  here  with  mastoiditis, 
forcing  cancellation  of  his  planned 
p. a.  tour  with  Maureen  O'Hara. 


Pettijohn  Will  Speak 

Lincoln,  Neb. — C.  C.  Pettijohn, 
MPPDA  general  counsel,  will  speak 
before  the  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs   here   on   Oct.   19. 


MALE  SECRETARY! 

Will  more  than  prove  my  worth  to  you 
Mr.  Busy  Executive  in  LESSENING  YOUR 
BURDENS!  ! 

An  able  assistant  with  unlimited  quali- 
fications. Thorough  knowledge  of  the 
motion  picture,  theater  and  radio  in- 
dustries. Thoroughly  competent  in  tak- 
ing complete  charge  of  an  office  and  all 
its  details  to  the  most  minute  degree. 
A  stenographer  of  merit  and  competency. 
Affidavits  and  recommendations,  out  of 
the  ordinary,  as  to  my  integrity,  char- 
acter, capabilities  and  qualifications. 
Grant  me  an  interviewl  And  you  will 
be  more  than  satisfied!  ! 


Box  No.  1401 
1501  B'way 


THE  FILM  DAILY 
N.   Y.   C. 


g 


ON  YOUR  MARX! 

Only  M-G-M  can  make  this  sort  of  comedy 
so  that  it  smacks  over  to  the  millions.  This 
is  a  laugh  riot  on  a  par  with  "A  Night 
at  the  Opera"  and  "A  Day  at  the  Races" 

GROUCHO  —  CHICO  —  HARPO 

MARX  BROS. 
AT  THE  CIRCUS 

Groucho— Chico— Harpo  MARX  BROS.  "AT  THE  CIRCUS"  with  Kenny  Baker  •  Florence 
Rice  •  Eve  Arden  •  Margaret  Dumont  •  Nat  Pendleton  •  Screen  Play  by  Irving 
Brecher  •  Directed  by  Edward  Buzzell  •  A  MERVYN  LeROY  Production  •  An  M-G-M  Picture 
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U.  S,  LEADS  WORLD 
IN  FILM  EXPORTS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ments  totaling  62,663,000  meters, 
valued  at  12,099,000  Reich-marks 
and  projectors  with  and  without 
lenses,  worth  6,571,000  Reich-marks. 

France  exported  19,945,135  meters, 
valued  at  36,783,000  Francs,  and 
motion  picture  cameras  and  pro- 
jectors worth  13,657,000  Francs. 

Great  Britain,  in  1937,  latest  year 
for  which  figures  are  available,  ex- 
ported 67,904,472  feet  valued  at 
281,618  pounds  sterling,  unclassified 
equipment  worth  110,856  pounds 
sterling  and  projectors  valued  at 
41,786  pounds  sterling. 


O'Connor  to  Des  Moines 
As  RKO-Blank  Pool  Ends 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

transfer.  Pool  was  called  off  by 
mutual  consent,  it  is  understood. 

O'Connor,  prior  to  his  departure, 
said  that  the  circuit's  business  com- 
pares favorably  with  last  year's,  and 
that  its  improvement  program  would 
continue    apace. 

No  increase  in  the  use  of  vaude 
is  contemplated,  O'Connor  stated. 
Bill  Howard,  RKO  vaude  exec,  is 
here  to  confer  with  the  Chicago 
staff. 


UDT  Re-assigns  Managers 

Detroit— United  Detroit  Theaters 
has  shifted  theater  managers  at 
several  houses,  giving  Robert  Cor- 
bin  charge  of  the  two  principal 
houses,  United  Artists  and  Michi- 
gan, Irving  Katcher,  assistant  at 
the  Ramona,  moves  into  the  book- 
ing department,  and  Lew  Siegel  has 
joined  the  art  staff,  replacing  Carl 
Weilfonder,  who  left  to  join  an  ad- 
vertising agency.  Edward  Stock,  as- 
sistant at  the  Alger,  takes  the  same 
post  at  the  Ramona,  and  Gaylord 
Barrows,  assistant  at  the  Norwest, 
goes  to  the  Alger,  with  Gordon 
Johnson,  assistant  relief  manager, 
taking  the  permanent  post  at  the 
Norwest. 


Best  wishes  from   THE   FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their  birthdays: 


OCTOBER 
William    Nigh 
Joseph    S.    Skirball 
James    Bradbury,    Sr. 
John   Graham 


12 
Crauford   Kent 

Bob  Doidge 

Amerigo  Aboaf 

George  A.  Noffka 


4LCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


T  T  T 

•  •  •  SOME  folks  in  this  biz imagine  that  because  it's  ad- 
visable   to  keep  both  feet  on  the  ground that  it's  the  spot  also 

to  kep  both  eyes Consequently,  they  fail  to  see not  only  what 

is  actually  going  on  about  them but  also  what  is  approaching  them 

which  brings  to  mind  a  conversation  with  the  late  Arthur  Bris- 
bane   during  which  he  observed  there  was  only  one  thing  wrong 

with    Rodin's    famous    statue    "The    Thinker" and    that    was 

simply  that  men  who  really  think  LOOK  UP and  not  down 

▼  TV 

•  #      #     IF  you  agree  with  the  Brisbane  view then  surely 

there  is  much  of  an  encouraging  nature in  looking  upward 

and  toward  the  horizons upon  which  are  looming  a  magni- 
ficent crop  of  near-future  pix  productions seemingly  destined 

to  make  b.o.  history and  profits How  much  profit  they 

will  make  for  Mr.  Exhibitor depends  upon  whether  the  lat- 

ter's  eyes  are  going  to  be  kept  on  the  ground or  upon  the 

opportunities  these  pix  afford 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  TAKE  a  look  then  at  the  approaching  parade Tomor- 
row  literally     tomorrow 20th-Fox     is     releasing     "Hollywood 

Cavalcade" the   advance    guard    of   other  big   properties   such    as 

"Drums  Along  the  Mohawk,"  "The  Blue  Bird"  and  "Swanee  River" 

all   of   which,  believe   it   or  not,   are   in   Technicolor Also  literally 

tomorrow M-G-M  is  scheduled  to  unleash  nationally  its  "Babes  In 

Arms" the  harbinger  of  further  big  berthas  such  as  "Marx  Brothers 

at  the  Circus,"  "Ninotchka,"  and  "Broadway  Melody  of  1940" 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  ON  FRIDAY  of  this  week Warners  start  dissem- 
inating "On  Your  Toes" which  ushers-in  shortly  "The  Roar- 
ing Twenties,"  "Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex"  and  "We 

Are  Not  Alone" Universal  is  leading  up  to  the  barrier  such 

quality  entertainment  as  "Tower  of  London,"  "First  Love,"  and 
"Green  Hell" while  RKO  Radio  is  poised  to  unload  "Al- 
legheny Uprising,"  "Vigil  in  the  Night,"  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame"  and  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois" 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     A   week    from   today Columbia's    Capra   classic    "Mr. 

Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  goes  to  exhibs in  wake  of  which  will 

journey  "His  Girl  Friday"  and  "The  Incredible  Mr.  Williams" UA's 

prime  offerings  in  the  offing  are  "The  Housekeeper's  Daughter,"  "Over 
the  Moon,"  "Raffles,"  and  labeled  soon  are  "Rebecca,"  "Thief  of  Bagdad" 

and    "Of    Mice    and    Men" Paramount's    mighty    are    "Disputed 

Passage,"  "Rulers  of  the  Sea,"  "Gulliver's  Travels"  and  "Gay  Days  of 
Victor  Herbert" 

▼  V  V 

•  •  •  MONOGRAM  this  month  delivers  "Mutiny  in  the  Big 
House,"  shortly  in  advance  of  "Rip  Van  Winkle"  and  "His  Father's 
Son" Tomorrow Republic's  "Sabotage"  rolls  into  circula- 
tion  the  initial  pix  in  the  Jubilee  group and  in  Novem- 
ber another  Jubilee  attraction,  "Main  Street  Lawyer,"  goes  forth. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      AND  mark  this There's  something  more  substantia]  to 

the    Broadway    biz    upturn than    the    last-minute    rush    to   see    the 

World's  Fair and  the  innumerable  conventions now  bringing 

thousands  to  this  city Witness  the  fact  that  the  N.  Y.  Daily  News 

yesterday  was  forced  to  omit owing  to  lack  of  space 

53  columns  of  advertising  from  the  New  York  section ....  and  49  columns 

of  advertising  from  the  Brooklyn  section If  that  isn't  a  tip-off  as  to 

what Big  Business  sees  for  the  future in  these  United  States 

we  never  saw  one Are  YOU  set  to  cash  in? 


DEFINITE  RKO  REORG. 
PROGRESS  DEMANDED 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  company,  and  that  in  the 
near  future  an  offer  for  an  amended 
underwriting  agreement  would  be 
ready.  s 

Jones  qualified  this  by  si  ing 
that  "very  probably"  the  agreement 
would  not  be  completed  within  three 
weeks,  and  that  an  adjournment  for 
that  period  of  time  was  therefore 
necessary.  This  indicates  the  agree- 
ment will  be  forthcoming  in  early 
November. 

Judge  Bondy,  after  granting  the 
request,  stated  that  the  proceedings 
were  now  pending  for  a  "intermin- 
able time"  and  that  he  must  insist 
that  something  be  done  definitely  to 
show  progress  toward  final  reor- 
ganization. The  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, Judge  Bondy  emphatically 
stated,  cannot  remain  indefinitely 
under  supervision  of  the  Court.  In 
response  to  this  statement,  Jones 
averred  that  "every  effort  was  being 
made  to  conclude  matters." 

Trust  Suit  Delay  Asked 

by  Mich. -Co-op.  Theaters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stayed  "until  a  final  adjudication 
of  the  ownership  of  the  (Schreiber) 
Theaters.  Motion  refers  to  case  in 
which  Jacob  Schreiber,  former 
owner,  challenged  the  present  con- 
trol of  the  five  theaters  by  his 
nephew,  Raymond  Schreiber. 


NBC  Substitutes  Pix  Shorts 
for  Gordon's  Musical  Show 


NBC  substituted  several  picture 
shorts  and  a  children's  show  for  its 
television  program  last  night,  when 
an  Equity  ruling  that  each  actor 
appearing  receive  a  full  week's  pay 
prevented  the  showing  of  Max  Gor- 
don's Broadway  musical,  "Very 
Warm  for  May"  which  was  orig- 
inally scheduled.  Gordon  refused  to 
consent  and  the  telecast  was  can- 
celled. NBC  has  been  considering 
a  series  of  Broadway  plays  in  re- 
hearsal, but  the  Equity  ruling  is 
expected  to  kill  any  contemplated 
deals. 

A  Columbia  Pictures  trailer  for 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
two  Columbia  shorts,  Madge  Tucker's 
"Radio  Children"  and  an  interview 
with  Charles  Sheeler,  photographer, 
by  Sam  Kootz  were  substituted  for 
the  Gordon  musical. 


Again  Sister  Susies 

St.  John,  N.  B. — All  femmes  employed 
in  the  10  film  exchanges  here  have 
signed  up  for  the  duration  in  the  Film 
Girls'  Patriotic  Club,  headed  by  Alice 
Fairweather,  secretary  of  the  Maritime 
Film    Board. 

Girls  are  knitting  sweaters  and  socks 
in  their  spare  time. 

Midnight  benefit  show  is  being  ar- 
ranged. 
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"Jamaica  Inn" 

with    Charles    Laughton,    Maureen    O'Hara, 
Leslie  Banks,  Emlyn  Williams,  Robert- 
Newton 
Paramount  98  Mins. 

RISING  MELLER  WITH  PLENTY  OF 
ACTTON  AND  A  TYPICALLY  GOOD 
LAUGHTON    PERFORMANCE. 

Devotees  of  the  more  rugged  melodramas, 
and  the  large  coterie  of  Charles  Laughton 
admirers  will  find  the  present  production 
satisfying,  particularly  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  star's  performance  and  the  weighty, 
oft  exciting  action  which  deals  with  the 
operations  of  smuggling  bands  who  preyed 
on  the  wrecks  of  sailing  ships  in  the  early 
19th  Century  along  the  Cornish  coast.  The 
particular  band,  whose  sinister  saga  is  re- 
counted on  the  screen  from  the  novel  by 
Daphne  DuMaurier,  purposely  lures  vessels 
onto  the  rockbound  shore,  slaughters  the  un- 
fortunate crew,  and  loots  the  wreckage. 
Headquarters  of  the  pirates  is  the  musty 
Jamaica  Inn  whither  Maureen  O'Hara  goes 
from  Ireland  to  reside  with  her  only  liv- 
ing relative,  an  aunt  wedded  to  the  ap- 
parent leader  of  the  gang.  The  first  night 
under  the  forbidding  roof,  she  witnesses  the 
intended  hanging  of  a  suspected  squealer 
by  the  freebooters.  The  victim  of  the  at- 
tempt is  Leslie  Banks,  an  officer  of  the 
law  who  has  joined  up  to  bring  the  guilty 
to  justice,  but  he  is  saved  from  the  noose 
when  Maureen  O'Hara  cuts  the  rope  on  a 
rafter  outside  her  attic  room.  The  real 
leader  of  the  gang  is  Charles  Laughton, 
an  apparently  respectable  but  iron-handed 
squire  in  the  county,  and  it  is  he  who,  as 
the  major  menace  of  the  girl  and  the  young 
law  officer,  is  finally  brought  to  task,  al- 
though his  death  is  self-inflicted  via  a  leap 
from  the  yardarm  of  a  ship  on  which  he  is 
attempting  to  escape  with  the  girl  to 
France.  Laughton  turns  in  a  typically  fine 
job  as  the  crazed,  cruel,  villainous  squire. 
Other  members  of  the  cast  are  efficient 
and  convincing  in  their  roles,  particularly 
the  pretty  Maureen  O'Hara,  newcomer  to 
the  screen.  Technically  the  film  is  well 
produced  by  Erich  Pommer,  and  directed 
with  feeling  and  understanding  by  Alfred 
Hitchcock.  The  average  pixgoer  will  like 
the  attraction;  its  best  response  will  come 
from  the  Laughton  fans  and  meller  addicts. 

CAST:  Charles  Laughton,  Maureen 
O'Hara,  Leslie  Banks,  Emlyn  Williams,  Rob- 
ert Newton,  Marie  Ney,  Wylie  Watson, 
Morland  Graham,  Edwin  Greenwood,  Mervyn 
Johns,  Stephen  Haggard,  Horace  Hodges, 
Hay  Petrie,  Frederick  Piper,  Herbert  Lomas, 
Clare  Greet,  Jeanne  de  Casalis,  Bromley 
Davenport,  Mabel  Terry  Lewis,  George  Cur- 
zon,   Basil   Redford. 

CRcDITS:  A  Mayflower  Pictures  presen- 
tation; A  Pommer- Laughton  Production;  Pro- 
ducer, Erich  Pommer;  Director,  Alfred 
Hitchcock;  Author,  Daphne  Du  Maurier; 
Screenplay,  Sidney  Gilliat,  Joan  Harrison; 
Dialogue,  Sidney  Gilliat;  Cameramen,  Harry 
Stradling,  Bernard  Knowles;  Editor,  Robert 
Hamer. 

DIRECTION,  Solid.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 


Siegel  Gets  Franchise 

Mike  Siegel  of  Imperial  Pictures 
Corp.,  Washington,  has  signed  a 
franchise  deal  with  Standard  Pic- 
tures Distributing-  Co.,  Inc. 


"The  Taming  of  the 
West" 

with   Bill  Elliott,   Iris  Meredith,   Dick  Curtis 
Columbia  55  Mins. 

SLAM -BANG  WESTERN  HAS  MORE  AC- 
TION THAN  HAS  BEEN  SEEN  IN  A  LONG 
TIME. 

Just  about  the  shootingest  pistol  feast 
the  western  addicts  have  had  dished  up  to 
them  in  a  long  time,  this  new  Columbia  six- 
gunner  should  get  a  big  play  from  the  cow- 
boy fans.  Bill  Elliott  makes  a  handsome 
and  hard  shooting  hero.  Iris  Meredith  is 
an  attractive  heroine,  and  Dick  Curtis  is 
as  ornery  a  villain  as  an  audience  could 
want  to  hiss.  Elliott  arrives  in  the  town 
of  Prairie  Port  just  after  a  big  shooting 
scrape.  The  marshal,  who  was  shot  by 
one  of  the  desperado  element,  has  to  be 
avenged,  Elliott  decides,  and  he  sets  out 
to  track  the  man  down  who  is  responsible. 
Following  more  trouble,  Elliott  is  made 
marshal  and  he  starts  a  law  and  order  drive. 
However,  the  local  banker,  who  is  behind 
the  gang  that  has  been  terrorizing  the 
town,  plans  to  stave  Elliott  off  by  intimidat- 
ing his  witnesses  at  the  trials  he  has  ordered. 
Witnesses  are  beaten  and  shot,  but  Elliott 
sticks  to  his  guns  and  cleans  up  the  gang 
before  he  is  through. 

CAST:  Bill  Elliott,  Iris  Meredith,  Dick 
Curtis,  Dub  Taylor,  James  Craig,  Stanley 
Brown,  Ethan  Allen,  K.  MacDonald,  Victor 
Wong,  Don  Beddoe. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Norman  Deming;  Screenplay,  C.  F. 
Royal  and  R.  L.  Johnson;  Original  Story,  R. 
L.  Johnson;  Cameraman,  George  Meehan; 
Editor,  Otto  Meyer. 

DIRECTION,  Actionful.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Latta  Named  Chief  Barker 
by  Pittsburgh  V.  C.  Tent 


Pittsburgh  —  Local  Variety  Club 
will  install  Chief  Barker-elect  C.  J. 
Latta  of  Warner  Bros.  Theaters  at 
a  banquet  in  honor  of  the  retiring- 
chief  barker,  Ira  H.  Cohn  and  staff, 
at  the  William  Penn  Hotel  on  Sun- 
day night,  Oct.  29. 

To  be  presented  with  Latta  at 
that  time  are  the  following  other 
new  officers,  elected  this  week: 

1st  Asst.  Chief  Barker  C.  C. 
Kellenberg,  20th  Century-Fox;  2nd 
Asst.  Chief  Barker,  Burtis  Bishop, 
Jr.,  M-G-M;  Secretary,  Al  Weib- 
linger,  Philadelphia  Co.;  Treasurer, 
M.  N.  Shapiro,  Shapiro  &  Fineman 
Theater    Circuit. 

Board  of  directors:  George  Tyson, 
Harris  Amusement  Companies;  M. 
A.  Rosenberg,  President,  MPTO  of 
Western  Pa.;  Art  England,  England 
Bros.  Enterprises;  Elmer  Ecker, 
Film  Attorney;  M.  M.  Gallagher, 
Gallagher  Enterprises;  Brian  Mc- 
Donald,  Radio   Commentator. 

Harry  M.  Kalmine  and  Harry 
Feinstein  both  of  Warner  Bros.  The- 
aters have  been  named  national  con- 
vention delegates.  Alternates  are  C. 
C.  Kellenberg  of  20th-Fox  and  Bur- 
tis Bishop,  Jr.,  of  M-G-M. 


"Pride  of  the 
Bluegrass" 

with    Edith    Fellows,   James    McCallion    and 

Gantry  the  Great 
Warner   Bros.  65   Mins. 

COMBINATION  OF  SENTIMENT  AND 
DRAMA  MAKES  HORSE  RACING  STORY 
GOOD   PROGRAM   FARE. 

Marking  the  debut  of  Gantry  the  Great, 
famous  blind  equine  trick  horse,  as  a  screen 
performer,  this  picture  will  fit  nicely  in 
program  spots.  It  has  sentiment,  drama  and 
comedy  nicely  blended,  with  a  personable 
cast  of  players  to  put  the  story  over.  Edith 
Fellows,  James  McCallion,  Granville  Bates 
and  Sam  McDaniels  contribute  able  char- 
acterizations. The  story  is  simple  and  di- 
rectly told  with  good  suspense  built  up  for 
the  climax.  McCallion,  son  of  a  horseman, 
falls  heir  to  Gantry  when  the  colt  is  foaled 
and  his  father  is  killed  when  lightning 
strikes  the  barn.  Edith  Fellows  gets  Mc- 
Callion a  job  on  her  father's  horse  farm, 
where  he  raises  and  trains  Gantry.  The 
horse  wins  race  after  race  and  is  a  fav- 
orite for  the  Kentucky  Derby.  However,  a 
blow  causes  him  to  go  blind  and  he  loses 
the  race,  bringing  suspension  from  the 
tracks  for  McCallion  due  to  the  suspicious 
circumstances  concerning  the  horse's  in- 
jury. He  recoups  his  honor  when  he  enters 
Gantry  in  the  Grand  National  Steeplechase 
at  Aintree,  winning  in  an  exciting  finish. 

CAST:  Edith  Fellows,  James  McCallion, 
Gantry  the  Great,  Granville  Bates,  Aldrich 
Bowker,  Arthur  Loft,  De  Wolf  Hopper, 
Frankie  Burke,  Sam  McDaniels,  John  Butler. 

CREDITS:  Warner  Bros.  Production;  Di- 
rector, William  McGann;  Original  Screen- 
play, Vincent  Sherman;  Cameraman,  Ted 
McCord;  Editor,  Frank  DeWar. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


NBC  Revises  Its  Schedule 
to  Build  Up  Week-end  Biz 

NBC  has  altered  its  television 
schedule  to  carry  special  Saturday 
evening  and  Sunday  afternoon  pro- 
grams and  has  dropped  its  Tues- 
day telecasts  in  addition  to  the  Mon- 
days. Boxing  matches  will  be  tele- 
vised from  9-11  p.m.  Saturdays  from 
the  Ridgewood  Grove  Arena,  Queens, 
while  professional  football  games 
will  be  televised  from  Ebbett's  field 
Sunday  afternoons,  starting-  at  2:30 
p.m.  The  new  schedules  start 
Oct.   21. 


Import  French  Newsreel 

French  Cinema  Center  will  dis- 
tribute a  series  of  French  newsreels, 
to  be  known  as  "Bulletin."  Reels 
will  be  flown  over  by  clipper.  Each 
issue  is  devoted  to  an  outstanding 
news  event  or  personality.  Com- 
mentary will  be  in  English. 


Mrs.  Paul  LeVeque  Dead 

Detroit— Mrs.  Vera  LeVeque,  33, 
wife  of  Paul  LeVeque,  office  man- 
ager of  Cinema  Service  Co.,  died  in 
Women's  Hospital  from  anemia.  Her 
husband  and  one  son  survive.  Bur- 
ial  was    at   Cassopolis. 


*    fORCIGI)   * 


"Light  Ahead" 

w.th    Izidore   Casher,   Helen    Beverly,    David 

Opatushu 
Ultra    Films  110  Mins. 

DRAMATIC  STORY  CONCERNING 
FOLKLORE  SUPERSTITIONS  SHOULD 
CLICK  WITH  YIDDISH  AUDIENCES. 

Based  on  superstitious  folklore,  this  new 
Yiddish  production  will  interest  audiences 
in  its  own  sphere.  Pix  plays  heavily  on 
the  emotional  side  with  a  blind  girl  and 
a  penniless  cripple  as  the  principal  char 
acters.  Izidore  Casher,  as  the  cripple, 
Helen  Beverly,  the  blind  girl,  and  David 
Opatushu,  as  an  itinerant  book-writer,  fill 
the  principal  roles  adequately.  Casher 
quarrels  with  his  sweetheart  when  she 
refuses  to  marry  him  and  leave  their  coun- 
try village  to  try  their  luck  as  beggars 
in  a  big  city.  However,  Opatushu  per- 
suades him  to  patch  up  his  quarrel.  Some 
of  the  village  girls  go  swimming  on  the 
Sabbath  and  when  cholera  breaks  out  the 
cause  of  it  is  blamed  on  them  for  defiling 
the  Sabbath.  According  to  custom,  the 
poorest  girl  and  boy  in  the  village  are 
married  in  a  cemetery  to  appease  the  evil 
spirits.  Married,  they  are  driven  by 
Opatushu  in  his  cart  to  the  open  road 
where  they  start  their  quest  for  a  new 
life   and   happiness,   "The   Light   Ahead." 

CAST:  Izidore  Casher,  Helen  Beverly, 
David  Opatushu,  Yudel  Dubinsky,  Rosetta 
Bialis,  Tillie  Rabinowitz,  Misha  Fishman, 
Leon  Seidenberg,  Anne  Guskin,  Jenny 
Casher,  Wolf  Mercur. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by 
Edgar  G.  Ulmer.  Presented  at  the  Clinton, 
Ascot  and  Peoples  Theaters  with  Yiddish 
dialogue   and    English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
0.    K. 


"El  Capitan 
Adventurero" 

(The  Adventurous  Captain) 

with  Jose  Mojica,  Manolita  Saval 

Jose  Guererro  92  Mins. 

MUSICAL  ADVENTURE  FILM  WITH 
JOSE  MOJICA  SHOULD  PLEASE  SPANISH 
AUDIENCES. 

This  pix  should  have  a  wide  drawing  pow- 
er in  the  Spanish-speaking  fields.  The  pop- 
ular Jose  Mojica,  singing  pleasingly,  and 
playing  with  merit,  carries  off  the  lion's 
share  of  the  honors.  Manolita  Saval,  femme 
lead,  is  attractive  and  capable.  A  fair  share 
of  comedy  is  injected  into  the  film  by  Car- 
los Orellana.  Story  material,  while  cut  and 
dried,  is  entertainingly  handled.  Mojica,  a 
swashbuckling  adventurer  in  this  operetta 
of  old  Spain,  overcomes  tremendous  odds  in 
saving  Manolita  from  marrying  a  wicked 
nobleman.     Of  course,  he  gets  the  girl. 

CAST:  Jose  Mojica,  Manolita  Saval,  Car- 
los Orellana,  Alberto  Marti,  Sara  Garcia, 
Eduardo  Arozamena,  Margarita  Cortes,  Gal- 
dino  Samperio. 

CREDITS:  Cinematographica  Internacion- 
al  Production;  Director,  Arcady  Boytler. 
Presented  at  the  48th  St.  Theater  with 
Spanish  dialogue  and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 
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MPTOA  BOARD  TO  ACT 
ON  RELIEF  MEASURES 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

comment,  it  is  understood  that  Kuy- 
kendall  again  will  be  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  organization,  although 
it  was  indicated  that  there  may  be 
some  changes  in  the  board  panel. 

An  agenda  of  17  major  points  for 
discussion  at  the  meeting  previously 
was  announced,  these  points  includ- 
ing fair  trade  practices,  the  pro- 
posed code,  radio  competition,  ex- 
hibition contracts,   etc. 

Kuykendall  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  MPTO  of  Western  New  York  in 
Buffalo  on  Monday. 


Metro,  20th-Fox  Sign  Deals 
With  Ohio  Co-op.  Theaters 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  in  New  York  and  who  returned 
yesterday  to  Cleveland,  said  that  M- 
G-M  and  20th-Fox  had  agreed  last 
week    to    serve    Co-operative. 

Mooney  said  that  73  theaters  in 
Ohio  now  belong  to  the  organiza- 
tion. 


Murphy  Again  Chief  Barker 
of  Buffalo's  Variety  Club 

Buffalo — Robert  T.  Murphy,  chief 
booker  for  the  Shea  circuit,  again 
is  chief  barker  of  the  Variety  Club 
of  Buffalo.  He  was  elected  by  the 
board  of  directors  chosen  at  the 
club's  annual  meeting.  Other  mem- 
bers  of  the  board   are: 

Sidney  Lehman,  United  Artists, 
first  assistant  chief  barker;  Kenneth 
G.  Robinson,  Paramount,  second  as- 
sistant; W.  E.  J.  Martin,  secretary 
and  treasurer  for  the  fifth  consecu- 
tive year;  Jack  S.  Berkson,  Charles 
Boasberg  of  Radio  Pictures,  Elmer 
F.  Lux,  also  of  RKO;  Ralph  W. 
Maw  of  M-G-M,  Jacob  Lavene  of 
the  Academy  Theater,  a  past  chief 
barker;  Sydney  Samson  of  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox,  and  Matthew  V. 
Sullivan,  Jr.,   of  UA. 

NBC  to  Televise  Special 

Program  for  Pix  Jubilee 

NBC  will  televise  a  special  motion 
picture's  50th  anniversary  program 
tomorrow  night  at  8:30.  Highlights 
of  the  telecast  will  be  showings  of 
parts  of  "The  Great  Train  Robbery" 
and  "The  Kiss." 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cleveland — Announcement  is  made 
of  the  marriage  of  Norman  Levin, 
local  United  Artists  city  salesman, 
to  Rose  Kirtz  Schwartz  of  this  city. 

Richmond,  Va. — David  Kamsky, 
advertising  manager,  Neighborhood 
Theaters,  and  Miss  Margaret  Rosen- 
berg, will  be  married  here  on  Nov. 
9,  visiting  New  York  on  the  honey- 
moon. 


Politics  in  Film  Censorship?  Horrors!  !  ! 

Baltimore— His  salary  cut  from  $2,000  to  $1,200  a  year,  Howard  E.  J.  Harding  has 
resigned  as  state  film  inspector,  effective  Oct.  31.  Harding  asserts  political  maneuvering 
was  behind  the  pay  cut.     Vacancy  will   be  filled  by  the  State   Employment   Commission. 


Two  Photophone  Experts 

to  Address  SMPE  Parley 

A  large  delegation  of  RCA  Pho- 
tophone sound  and  service  engineers 
and  executives  from  Camden  and 
New  York  will  attend  the  SMPE 
Fall  Convention  opening  Monday  at 
the   Hotel   Pennsylvania. 

Two  technical  papers  will  be  read 
at  the  Convention  by  the  Camden 
delegates.  One,  entitled  "Starting 
Characteristics  of  Speech  Sound," 
was  co-authored  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Kel- 
logg and  R.  O.  Drew;  the  other, 
"Optical  Control  of  Wave  Shape  and 
Amplitude  Characteristics  in  Vari- 
able Density  Recording,"  was  pre- 
pared by  G.  L.  Dimmick.  Dr.  Kel- 
logg received  the  SMPE  Progress 
Award  in  1937,  and  the  Journal 
Award  in  1936. 

Heading  the  RCA  delegation  will 
be  Lewis  M.  Clement,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  Engineering  and  Re- 
search; Max  C.  Batsel,  Chief  Pho- 
tophone Engineer  and  member  of 
the  SMPE  Board  of  Governors;  E. 
C.  Cahill,  Manager  of  the  Photo- 
phone  Division  of  the  RCA  Manu- 
facturing Company;  Homer  B. 
Snook,  Manager  of  Reproducer  Sales. 

Other  members  of  the  delegation 
will  be  Morris  J.  Yahr,  Photophone's 
Sales  Engineer;  Bernard  Sholtz, 
New  York  reproducer  sales  repre- 
sentative; Fred  Wentker,  assistant 
to  Mr.  Cahill;  J.  S.  Pesce,  of  the 
engineering  staff,  and  Adolph  Good- 
man and  Ray  Kowalski,  of  the  ser- 
vice  organization. 


Erpi's  South  American  Biz 
"Encouraging",  Gregg  Reports 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

decidedly  encouraging,  with  evidence 
pointing  to  an  appreciable  gain  in 
revenue  over  1938  in  this  sector 
of  the  world  market,  it  is  asserted 
by  E.  S.  Gregg,  Erpi's  general  for- 
eign manager,  who  returned  recent- 
ly from  a  visit  to  Australasia. 

During  his  swing  through  the 
Far  East  and  the  Antipodes,  Gregg 
kept  in  close  communication  with 
the  Latin  American  business  situa- 
tion, and  may  journey  there  shortly 
to  perfect  the  sales  organization 
and   intensify   selling   policies. 

The  current  hostilities  in  Europe, 
Gregg  implied,  have  made  it  in- 
cumbent upon  American  firms  to 
extend  the  supply  of  motion  pic- 
ture technical  equipment  in  light 
of  the  fact  that  supply  can  only 
come  from  U.  S.  sources. 

Even  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  war,  U.  S.  projection  and 
sound  mechanisms  were  dominant 
in  virtually  every  part  of  Central 
and  South  America.  Considerable 
expansion  of  the  exhibition  field,  he 
said,  is  looked  for  in  the  1939-40 
season  there.  Impending  trade  pacts 
are  expected,  he  added,  even  to  im- 
prove the  U.  S.  position. 


French  Films  to  Start 

at  Central  on  Oct.  20 


Central  Theater  reopens  a  week 
from  tomorrow  as  a  "show  window" 
for  French  pix.  Initial  attraction 
is  "Port  of  Shadows,"  distributed 
by  Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.,  which 
will  have  its  U.  S.  premiere. 


Alliance  In  Distrib.  Deals 

Pam-O-Film,  with  offices  in  Albany 
and  Buffalo,  has  signed  a  franchise 
deal  with  Budd  Rogers,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  Al- 
liance Films  Corporation.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  Albany  and  Buffalo  ter- 
ritories, Rogers  has  just  closed  ne- 
gotiations with  International  Pic- 
ture Distributing  Co.  for  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Washington  franchises 
for  the  complete  Alliance  program. 

V.  C.  to  Hold  Barn  Dance 

Columbus,  O. — The  second  annual 
charity  "Barn  Dance"  of  the  Var- 
iety Club,  Tent  Two,  will  be  held 
Oct.  25.  Little  Jack  Little  and  his 
Orchestra  and  the  NBC  National 
Barn  Dance  will  receive  top  billing. 
Lou  Holleb,  owner  of  the  New  the- 
ater, is  general  chairman,  assisted 
by  C.  Harry  Schreiber,  city  RKO 
manager. 


Civil  Liberties  Conference 
to  See  "The  Bill  of  Rights" 

Warners'  Technicolor  featuret, 
"The  Bill  of  Rights,"  will  be  screened 
for  the  National  Conference  on 
Civil  Liberties  tomorrow  night  at 
the  Hotel  Biltmore.  William  Allen 
White,  conference  chairman,  will 
refer  to  the  pix  in  his  address  to 
be  broadcast  over  the  NBC  Red  net- 
work from  9:30  to  10:30  p.m.  Con- 
ference is  under  the  auspices  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  foe 
of  film  censorship,  among  other 
things. 


Grierson  Speaks  at  Fair 

John  Grierson,  head  of  the  Brit- 
ish Film  Center  and  founder  of  the 
documentary  film  movement  in 
Great  Britain,  was  a  speaker  yes- 
terday afternoon  at  the  Little  The- 
ater in  the  Science  and  Education 
Bldg.  at  the  World's  Fair,  where 
his  documentary  film,  "Song  of  Cey- 
lon," was  one  of  the  pictures  shown. 
Grierson  is  on  his  way  to  Canada 
and  then  to  Australia  to  obtain  ma- 
terial for  other  documentary  films. 


Hold  "5th  Ave.  Girl" 

"Fifth  Avenue  Girl"  has  been  held 
over  for  second  weeks  in  Boston, 
St.  Louis,  Baltimore,  Los  Angeles 
and  Trenton.  Holdovers  were  re- 
corded in  a  majority  of  the  key 
situations. 


PARA.  PARTNERS  BACK 
EXTENDED  BOOKINGS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

partners  advocated  the  extending  of 
playing  time  on  all  companies'  pic- 
tures, instructing  their  managers  to 
get  the  most  out  of  every  future 
booked.  He  pointed  out  thai  >iere 
is  currently  a  wealth  of  excellent 
pictures  on  the  market,  but  he  ad- 
vised "keeping  your  fingers  crossed" 
inasmuch  as  there  may  be  a  period 
of  mediocre  pictures — even  an  ac- 
tual product  shortage — later  in  the 
season. 

Theaters  should  have  a  backlog  of 
big  pictures  in  reserve  and  only  by 
playing  such  pictures  to  the  fullest 
can  a  shortage  be  avoided,  Netter 
said. 

While  some  circuits  have  favored 
the  staggering  of  releases  from  the 
majors,  so  that  all  companies  would 
not  make  their  top  pictures  avail- 
able at  the  same  time,  it  is  believed 
by  some  that  the  distributors  would 
not  agree  on  such  a  move,  being 
unwilling  to  hold  back  their  bigger 
pictures. 


Gordon  Denies  Shelving 

"American  Way"  as  Film 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

causing  a  postponement  of  produc- 
tion of  the  picture. 

Gordon,  when  queried  about  the 
ruling  by  Equity  which  caused  his 
office  to  drop  plans  for  a  telecast 
last  night  over  NBC,  using  part  of 
the  cast  of  a  new  Gordon  show, 
said  that  he  was  unfamiliar  with 
the  situation  and  had  no  comment. 
Equity  ruled  that  each  member  of 
the  cast  would  have  to  be  paid  a 
week's  salary.  Whether  or  not  any 
protest  will  be  made  to  Equity  by 
either  the  Gordon  office  or  NBC 
could    not   be    learned. 


Philly's  Variety  Club 

Elects  New  Directors 


Philadelphia — Variety  club  direc- 
tors elected  are  Harry  Blumberg, 
Jay  Emanuel,  Ted  Schlanger,  John 
Monroe,  Dave  Milgram,  Ray 
O'Rourke,  Sam  Stiefel,  Dave  Supo- 
witz,  Sid  Samuelson,  Dave  Wesh- 
ner,  W.  A.  McAvoy,  with  Earle 
Sweigert,  national  director,  and  Bill 
Clark  and  Stiefel  delegates  to  the 
national  convention.  McAvoy  and 
Al  Fischer  are  alternates  for  the 
last  two. 

Election  of  a  Chief  Barker  takes 
place  shortly. 


STORKS! 


Mooresville,  Ind. — Harmon  Alli- 
son, operator  of  the  Ritz  Theater 
here  is  the  father  of  a  baby  girl, 
born  in  the  Methodist  Hospital,  In- 
dianapolis. 


i 
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*  SERIAL   * 


L  i        Ralph  Byrd  in 
^^'Dick  Tracy's  G-Men" 
(15-Chapter  Serial) 

Average  Chapter 
^Republic  30  mins. 

Whirlwind  Action 
Examination  of  the  initial  chapter 
of  this  new  serial  is  convincing  evi- 
dence that  the  screen's  sagas  of  ex- 
citement have  reached  a  new  spine- 
tingling  level,  for  Ralph  Byrd,  in- 
terpreting the  character  of  Dick 
Tracy,  the  cartoon  strip  hero  con- 
ceived by  Chester  Gould,  furnishes 
snough  action  and  hair-raising  ex- 
ploits to  satisfy  the  most  jaded 
thirsters  for  peril  and  adventure. 
;  Irving  Pichel  is  entrusted  with  the 
role  of  Zarnoff,  head  of  an  interna- 
tional spy  ring,  and  the  quarry  of 
the  indomitable  G-Man,  Byrd.  As 
the  yarn  opens,  Pichel  is  in  custody, 
and  well  on  the  way  to  execution. 
But  he  has  a  secret  chemical  process 
via  which,  when  the  execution  is 
over,  his  henchmen  bring  him  back 
to  life.  Re-born,  as  it  were,  Pichel 
and  his  evil,  wily  followers  set  out 
to  blow  up  what  is  unofficially,  but 
quite  obviously  meant  to  be,  the 
Panama  Canal.  Byrd  tries  to  pre- 
vent a  bomb-laden  boat  from  de- 
stroying a  portion  of  the  canal,  and 
his  efforts  are  somewhat  successful. 
Serial  addicts  will  welcome  this  new 
Republic  chapter  drama  which  was 
directed  by  William  Witney  and  John 
English.  Episodes  are  based  upon 
an  original  screenplay  furnished  by 
KBarry  Shipman,  Franklyn  Adreon, 
Rex  Taylor,  Ronald  Davidson  and 
•Sol  Shor.  Robert  Beche  is  the  asso- 
ciate producer,  William  Nobles  the 
cameraman,  and  Edward  Todd,  Wil- 
liam Thompson  and  Bernard  Loftus, 
editors.  Cast  includes,  in  addition  to 
Byrd  and  Pichel,  Ted  Pearson,  Phyllis 
Isley,  Walter  Miller,  George  Doug- 
las, Kenneth  Harlan,  Robert  Carson, 
Julian  Madison,  Ted  Mapes,  William 
Stahl,  Robert  Wayne,  Joe  McGuinn, 
,  Kenneth  Terrell,  Harry  Humphrey 
and  Harrison  Greene. 


Columbus  Variety  Club 

Honors  Harry  Schreiber 

Columbus,  0. — C.  Harry  Schreiber, 
(City    RKO     Manager,    is    the    new 
chief    barker    of    the    Variety    Club 
(Tent  Two),   succeeding  Bill  Pullin 
of  the  Linden  Theater.    Virgil  Jack- 
son,   Jackson-Murphy    Theaters,    is 
first    vice-president,    and    Lou    Hol- 
,leb,  New  Theater,  second  vice-presi- 
|dent.      Secretary   P.   J.   Wood,   ITO 
secretary,   and  treasurer  Jake  Luft 
jwere  retained. 

New  directors  are  Mike  Cullen, 
Loew's  Western  Division  Manager; 
■Jeffrey  Goldsol,  The  Budd  Co.;  Don 
Burroughs,  WBNS,  and  Bill  Cun- 
ningham, dramatic  critic  of  The 
Citizen.  Max  Steam,  Southern  The- 
ater, was  a  holdover  director. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Mechanix   Illustrated" 
(No.  1) 
(The   Color  Parade) 
Warners  10  Mins. 

Effective  Subject 
Reel,  first  of  a  new  series  made 
in  co-operation  with  the  Fawcett  Pub- 
lications and  directed  by  Ira  Genet, 
comprises  a  quartette  of  interesting 
subjects, — jewel  polishing,  English 
chinaware  manufacture,  uses  of  pol- 
arized light  in  train  windows  and 
auto  windshields,  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  huge  billboard  signs 
are  painted.  Diversity  of  these 
items  aids  the  reel's  audience  ap- 
peal. Footage  is  photographed  in 
color  throughout.  Patrons  are  bound 
to  like  especially  the  portion  de- 
voted to  polarized  light. 


"Housing  in  Our  Time" 

U.  S.  Housing  Authority        20  mins. 

Good  Documentary 

How  Uncle  Sam  co-operates  with 
local  housing  authorities  in  the  vital 
matter  of  supplanting  slums  with 
modern  dwellings  is  told  interest- 
ingly and  thoroughly  in  this  two- 
reeler  which  Harold  McCracken,  of 
Courier  Productions,  Inc.,  capably 
produced  for  the  U.  S.  Housing  Au- 
thority, of  which  Nathan  Straus  is 
Administrator.  The  footage  attacks 
the  intricate  subject  of  slum  elimina- 
tion with  frankness  and  energy,  with 
the  result  that  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  human  interest  and  power  in  the 
exposition  undertaken.  Because  of 
the  bearing  which  public  housing  has 
upon  millions  of  citizens'  lives,  this 
picture  deserves  wide  showing.  Mc- 
Cracken has  taken  a  typical  com- 
munity, Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  a 
specific  family  residing  therein. 
Then  is  traced  exactly  what  happens 
until  this  same  family  is  finally  pro- 
vided with  modern,  sanitary  quarters 
in  which  to  live,  as  contrasted  with 
the  unhealthy  and  virtually  unbear- 
able conditions  which  existed  in  the 
slums.  Alois  Havrilla  narrates  the 
picture's  content  very  effectively. 


"The  Blue  Danube  Waltz" 


Paramount 


10  mins. 


Music  Lovers'  Delight 

"The  Blue  Danube  Waltz."  known 
to  all,  and  since  its  first  public  rendi- 
tion a  tremendous  favorite  through- 
out the  world,  has  never  been  more 
appealingly  presented  than  it  is  in 
this  short.  Under  the  direction  of 
Frederick  Feher,  the  National  Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra  of  the  United 
States  interprets  the  immortal  Johann 
Strauss  waltz  in  all  its  beauty. 
Watching  the  great  orchestra  in  ac- 
tion is  a  treat  in  itself,  and  with  this 
particular  piece  of  music  as  the 
offering  the  first  of  Paramount's 
new  season  Symphonic  shorts  should 
get  an  excellent  reception. 


"Blamed  For  a  Blonde" 

with  Roy  Atwell 

RKO  16  mins. 

Fairly  Amusing 

Roy  Atwell  and  his  stuttering 
juxtaposition  of  the  King's  English 
are  brought  back  to  the  screen  in 
this  release.  Atwell  is  funny,  but  the 
story  material  is  ordinary.  Shopping 
for  a  present  to  give  his  wife,  he 
meets  Marion  Martin  in  a  depart- 
ment store  where  she  is  demonstrat- 
ing aluminum  cooking  ware.  She 
sells  him  a  set  of  aluminum,  but 
when  he  gets  home  his  wife  accuses 
him  of  flirting  with  a  salesgirl  due 
to  a  neighbors'  misinformation.  His 
wife  leaves  for  her  mother's  and 
Marion  arrives  to  give  a  demonstra- 
tion. When  Atwell's  wife  returns 
to  give  him  another  chance  and 
Marion's  boy  friend  storms  into  the 
apartment  looking  for  her  there  is 
confusion  aplenty. 

"Going  Places" 

Universal  9  1/3  mins. 

Good  Travelogue 

Africa,  the  land  of  witch  doctors 
and  mystery,  provides  the  back- 
ground for  this  reel.  Starting  in 
Beira,  a  busy  East  Africa  seaport, 
we  travel  to  the  Rhodesian  uplands. 
Traveling  over  a  single  track  rail- 
way through  dense  jungle  we  finally 
reach  the  open  and  rolling  Rhodesian 
veldts.  Tea  plantations,  cattle  herds, 
mills,  factories,  mines  and  beautiful 
estates  are  seen.  An  interesting  con- 
trast is  presented  between  the  high- 
ly developed  areas  and  the  virgin 
country  close  at  hand,  which  is  still 
just  as  wild  as  it  was  before  the  na- 
tives were  subdued.  Another  inter- 
esting paradox  is  the  Zimbabwee 
fortress,  an  imposing  structure  that 
once  must  have  been  the  central 
stronghold  of  this  part  of  Africa  in 
the  days  when  the  world's  gold  trade 
was  chiefly  here.  Today  the  fortress 
is  deserted  and  mostly  in  ruins,  but 
its  historical  story  has  never  been 
learned. 


"Sheep  In  the  Meadow" 

(Terry  Toon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

The  Wolf  Is  Foiled 

A  rustic  little  melodrama  is  un- 
veiled in  this  new  Terry  Toon,  with 
the  wolf  getting  his  just  deserts.  The 
sheep  are  out  in  the  meadow,  guard- 
ed by  the  watchman.  He  falls  asleep 
and  the  wolf  sneaks  up  and  steals 
his  horn.  They  are  lured  to  the 
wolf's  hiding  place,  but  escape.  How- 
ever, the  wolf  captures  Mary's  pet 
lamb  and  is  on  the  verge  of  pop- 
ping the  innocent  victim  into  the 
proverbial  stew  pot  when  the  hero 
effects  a  daring  rescue.  The  kids 
will  like  this  one  immensely. 


"The  Little  Lost  Sheep" 

Columbia  7   mins. 

Fair  Cartoon 

Little  Bo  Peep  discovers  that  one 
of  her  sheep  is  missing  when  she 
counts  noses  in  school.  The  errant 
sheep  in  wandering  through  the 
woods    is    tricked   by   the   wolf   into 


going  to  his  favorite  picnic  grounds. 
However,  Miss  Bo  Peep  enlists  the 
services  of  the  redoubtable  detective, 
Krazy  Kat,  and  the  day  is  saved 
when  Krazy  and  his  hounds  track  the 
wolf  down  and  capture  him. 


"Vote  Trouble" 
(Vitaphone    Variety) 
Warners  10  Mins. 

Lots  of  Laffs 
Presenting  the  Grouch  Club,  one 
can  expect  a  lot  of  laughs  in  this 
one, — and  they're  not  disappointed, 
for  amusing  episode  falls  rapidly  on 
amusing  episode.  Subject  should 
be  a  wow  in  any  stand,  particularly 
those  wishing  to  capture  the  hu- 
morous side  of  political  elections, 
which  will  be  with  us  in  many  parts 
of  the  land  in  another  few  weeks. 
The  screenplay  tells  of  a  plumber 
who  is  nominated  by  his  fraternal 
pals  to  run  for  alderman.  The  poor 
guy  doesn't  want  to  be  elected,  but 
in  spite  of  hell  and  high  water,  he 
is.  During  the  campaign,  he  is 
blasted  in  the  press  as  a  wife-beater, 
but  regardless  of  everything,  he  is 
the  people's  choice.  Footage  is  con- 
sistently funny  and  will  click  in  all 
types  of  houses  and  with  their  di- 
verse  audiences. 


"The  Fresh  Vegetable  Mystery" 

Paramount  7  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Crime  invades  the  vegetable  mark- 
et in  this  new  Max  Fleischer  color 
cartoon.  Mrs.  Carrot  suddenly  wakes 
up  to  discover  her  children  have 
been  kidnapped.  The  Irish  potato 
police  are  put  on  the  trail  of  the  cul- 
prits, but  the  various  suspects  they 
round  up  fail  to  be  the  right  crim- 
inals. The  cops  eventually  track 
down  the  criminals,  who  turn  out  to 
be  a  gang  of  mice  in  disguise. 
Thrown  into  the  mouse  trap,  the  car- 
rot-nappers  are  soon  fighting  among 
themselves  and  confess  everything. 


"The  Wrong  Room" 

with  Leon  Errol 

RKO  19  mins. 

Hilarious  Comedy 

The  irrepressible  Leon  Errol  is 
just  as  funny  as  ever  in  this  new 
RKO  short.  His  legs  perform  their 
usual  amount  of  rubbery  antics 
along  with  all  the  other  complica- 
tions. Anybody  will  get  a  laugh  out 
of  Errol's  troubles  in  this  short.  He 
is  an  authority  on  charming  strang- 
ers and  currying  favor  with  folks, 
and  also  very  drunk.  He  returns  to 
his  room  in  a  Southei'n  hotel  after 
a  hectic  party  and  gets  in  the  wrong 
room.  Finding  a  woman  in  the  room 
he  is  more  than  somewhat  perturbed 
as  he  is  already  married,  and  all  the 
signs  point  to  his  just  having  mar- 
ried this  girl.  She  is  the  wife  of  an 
attorney,  and  they  have  just  been 
married.  Errol,  hires  the  attorney  to 
square  things  for  him  after  more 
complications,  but  when  his  own  wife 
arrives  and  the  attorney  finds  out 
that  Errol  is  the  man  who  has  been 
scaring  his  wife,  he  is  really  in  hot 
water. 
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distributors,  and  is  expected  to  close 
contracts    very    shortly. 

United  Detroit  Theaters,  Para- 
mount-affiliated group,  has  not 
signed  with  any  companies  to  date, 
but  is  understood  to  be  on  the  point 
of  general  signature. 


Universal  Reported  Talking 

Pact  With  Jules  Levy 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ports   that   he    may   become    identi- 
fied with  production. 

Blumberg  last  night  admitted  that 
negotiations  with  Levy  had  been  on 
but  declined  to  say  how  far  they 
had  gone. 


Cleveland  Variety  Club 

Elects  Officers  Today 


Cleveland — In  accordance  with  the 
new  Variety  Club  constitution  the 
Cleveland  Club  has  elected  a  crew 
of  11  members  who  will  meet  to- 
day to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  crew,  successor  to  the 
board  of  trustees,  consists  of  "Duke" 
Clark,  Paramount  branch  manager; 
Bert  Stearn,  United  Artists  district 
manager;  Frank  Boyd,  local  repre- 
sentative for  American  Seating  Co.; 
Dave  Miller,  Universal  district  man- 
ager; Jerome  Friedlander,  attorney; 
Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic  franchise 
owner;  I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox 
branch  manager;  Lester  Zucker,  Co- 
lumbia branch  manager;  A.  M. 
Goodman,  United  Artists  branch 
manager;  Eddie  Miller,  manager  of 
Warners'  Hippodrome  and  Manny 
Landers,  orchestra  leader. 


Films  Checked  by  Chicago 
Censor  Show  5%  Increase 


Chicago — Number  of  films  checked 
by  the  Chicago  Police  Censor  Board 
shows  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  up 
to  Oct.  1  over  the  same  period  last 
year,  according  to  Lt.  Harry  Cos- 
tello,  chief  of  the  Bureau.  Total  of 
5,272,000  feet  of  film  was  checked 
from  Jan.  1  to  Oct.  1.  Of  the  1,225 
films  reviewed,  11  were  rejected. 
Cuts  were  made  in  274  films  and  32 
were   "pinked"  for  the   adult  trade. 


REVIEWS  Of  n€W  f  B L m S  directors  pledge 


"History  Repeats  Itself" 

(Vitaphone  Variety) 

Warners  10  mins. 

Very  Amusing 

Ability  of  the  well-known  Radio 
Rogues  to  mimic  leading  personali- 
ties of  the  entertainment  world  is 
the  basis  for  this  tab  reel  which  is 
very  amusing.  The  three  Rogues 
are  hired  by  an  inventor  to  enact 
historical  characters  and  more  re- 
cent notables,  too.  Reason  for  the 
hiring  is  that  the  inventor  has  an- 
nounced that  he  has  a  device  by 
which  one  is  enabled  to  "tune  in"  on 
any  historical  event  since  the  begin- 
ning of  time.  The  district  attorney's 
office  hears  of  the  contrivance  and 
seeks  it  out.  During  the  demonstra- 
tion, the  Radio  Rogues  imitate  Jim- 
my Durante,  Ned  Sparks,  Baby 
Snooks,  Lionel  Barrymore,  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  Bing  Crosby,  Bob 
Burns,  Jack  Benny,  Rochester,  Ben 
Bernie  and  Charles  Laughton.  The 
district  attorney  is  visually  and  un- 
mistakably apprised  of  the  hoax 
when  something  goes  awry  and  the 
Radio  Rogues'  auto  crashes  out  into 
the  room  from  behind  their  screen. 
Lloyd  French  directed, — and  well. 


B  &  K  Using  Premiums 

In  Nine  Chi.  Theaters 


Chicago — Balaban  &  Katz  is  now 
using  premiums  at  the  Biltmore, 
Crystal,  Senate,  Will  Rogers,  Nor- 
shore,  Belpark,  Terminal,  Alba  and 
Coronet  theaters. 


SRA  to  Open  Office 

Bethlehem,  Pa. — Smith  Roadshow 
Attractions  will  open  an  office  here 
about  Oct.  15.  Distribution  of  ap- 
proximately 32  features  in  Penn- 
sylvania   and   Ohio   is   planned. 


"Pack  Trip" 

(RKO  Pathe   Reelism) 

RKO  9  Mins. 

Slick  Reel 

Frederic  Ullman,  Jr.,  has  produced 
another  slick  subject,  this  time 
selecting  famous  Sun  Valley,  west- 
ern vacation  wonderland  which  is 
the  apple  of  the  Union  Pacific's  eye, 
as  the  locale.  Camera  depicts  the 
sport  and  romance  it  is  to  pack  along 
as  a  member  of  the  equine  train, 
whose  sure-footed  mounts  transport 
the  visitors  at  Sun  Valley  along  the 
breath-taking  scenic  trails  prevalent 
around  the  renowned  resort.  Pho- 
tography is  excellent,  and  the  foot- 
age sure  to  score  with  anyone  and 
everyone  having  even  a  nodding  ac- 
quaintance with  the  Great  Outdoors. 

"The  Orphan  Duck" 

(Terry  Toon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Young  and  old  alike  will  enjoy  this 
short.  Done  in  Technicolor,  it  is  one 
of  the  best  Paul  Terry  has  turned 
out.  The  kids  will  be  highly  amused 
at  the  antics  of  the  animals  in  the 
film  and  the  grown-ups  will  be  as 
amused  with  some  sly  and  subtle 
passages.  An  orphan  duck,  black 
as  the  ace  of  spades,  conceals  him- 
self in  a  chicken  shell.  When  sir 
rooster,  the  lord  and  master  of  the 
barnyard,  discovers  the  black  duck 
among  the  brood  of  chicks  one  of  his 
wives  has  produced  there  is  consid- 
erable consternation  and  he  boots  the 
duck  out.  However,  after  the  young 
duck  rescues  a  chick  from  drowning 
all  is  forgiven. 


"The  Building  of  Boys" 

Columbia  H   mins. 

Holds  Deep  Interest 

Narrated  by  Lowell  Thomas,  this 
short  is  an  object  lesson  in  what  can 
be  done  by  America  to  remove  in- 
fluences likely  to  misguide  youths 
who  live  in  slum  areas.  It  shows 
what  the  Boy's  Clubs  are  doing,  and 
hope  to  do,  to  steer  every  boy  into 
the  paths  of  honesty  and  industry. 
It  is  a  timely  story  of  boys  in  the 
world's  greatest  Democracy  today. 
The  film  also  should  stimulate  public 
assistance  for  one  of  the  most  worth- 
while movements  in  our  time. 


"Clocking  the  Jockeys" 

(Sports  Review) 

20th-Fox  11  mins. 

Interesting   Sport  Reel 

Many  thousands  of  feet  of  film 
have  been  devoted  to  the  horses  that 
run  the  races  in  the  so-called  "sport 
of  Kings,"  but  in  the  final  analysis 
it  is  the  jockey  who  really  wins 
most  races.  The  reel  opens  with  the 
start  of  a  day  for  horses  and  jock- 
eys, five  a.m.  in  the  morning.  The 
pint-sized  jockeys  are  shown  exercis- 
ing their  horses  along  with  training 
boys.  Then  we  see  the  boys  boiling 
off  excess  weight  with  rigorous 
training  and  dieting  sessions.  Then 
the  boys  are  shown  weighing  in  for 
a  race  and  what  constitutes  their 
gear.  The  race  run,  the  jockeys  must 
once  again  be  weighed  before  they 
either  call  it  a  day  or  change  their 
silks  for  another  race. 


"Cupid  Rides  the  Range" 

RKO  18  mins. 

Very  Weak 

Designed  as  a  musical  short,  the 
lack  of  material  makes  this  a  weak 
effort.  A  singing  cowboy  is  in  love 
with  the  daughter  of  a  rancher,  but 
she  is  engaged  to  the  man  who  holds 
the  ranch  mortgage.  The  marriage 
is  stopped  by  a  friendly  sheriff  and 
the  cowboy  gets  his  girl,  the  villain 
gets  a  hired  serving  girl  as  his  bride 
and  the  mortgage  is  torn  up.  Sev- 
eral musical  numbers  in  the  picture 
are  fair.  Cowboy  hero's  name  is  Ray 
Whitley,  and  the  reel  is  labeled  as  a 
Ray  Whitley  Western  Musical. 


"Remember  When" 

(Broadway    Brevity) 

Warners  20  Mins 

Will  Please  Patrons 

To  bring  the  entertainment  com- 
ponents into  a  logical  and  show- 
man-like relation,  the  background  of 
this  short  is  an  old-time  dance  and 
music  hall  of  the  "turn  of  the  cen- 
tury" vintage.  The  Eton  Boys  war- 
ble institutional  pop  songs  as  they 
preside  over  the  scene  as  waiters 
Joe  Sodja  plays  a  swift  and  hot 
banjo,  while  the  Three  Wiles  con- 
tribute some  neat  hoofing.  A  lot 
of  laughs  are  gleaned  by  Rags  Rag- 
land  in  a  skit  about  baseball.  The 
finale  consists  of  the  staging  of  a 
minstrel  show.  Lloyd  French's  di 
rection  of  this  tab  two-reeler  is  ef- 
fective, and  the  footage  contains 
plenty   of  audience  fare. 


PRODUCER  CO-OP, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ident  George  J.  Schaef  er  of  RKO  Ra- 
dio, had  appeared  before  the  board 
asking  that  it  recommend  that  RKO 
directors  accept  the  cuts  that  ?"  \aef- 
er  had  asked  of  them.  SchaeV,  /'  de- 
clared that  his  request  for  cuts  was 
made  because  of  reduced  foreign 
grosses,  but  that  he  was  agreeable 
to  returning  any  cuts  in  percentage 
to  the  amount  of  the  foreign 
grosses  received  by  his  company  with 
the  last  year's  collections  taken  as 
a  basis  for  such  returns. 

A  member  of  the  Guild's  board  de- 
clared that  "Our  beard  and  our  Guild 
are  unanimous  to  co-operate  to  any 
reasonable  extent  with  the  studios, 
their  distributors  and  their  theaters 
in  any  effort  to  keep  pictures  in  work 
and  in  producing  them  at  reasonable 
cost.  We  will  contribute  to  any  ac- 
tivity or  any  readjustment  necessary 
to  accomplish  this,  but  first  we  must 
be  shown  the  necessity  for  such  ac- 
tion, particularly  in  the  matter  of 
reductions  in  salary,  and  be  sure 
that  all  other  branches  of  produc- 
tion, distribution  and  exhibition  are 
offering  the  same  assistance." 


[ 


Gibraltar  Enterprises 

Increase  Circuit  to  43 


Denver — E.  J.  Allen  has  sold  his 
Orpheum  and  Colorado  theaters  at 
Glenwood  Springs  to  the  Gibraltar 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  group,  giving  them 
a  total  of  43  houses  in  the  Denver 
area.  About  $12,000  will  be  spent 
on  modernizing  both  houses,  and  the 
Colorado  will  be  reopened  after  hav- 
ing been  closed  for  several  years. 
For  the  present  the  house  will  be 
included  in  the  E.  J.  Schulte  group. 


No  French   Film  Shortage 

in   Prospect  for  Canada 

Montreal — France  Films  has  suffi- 
cient French  films  available  for  the 
next  two  years,  according  to  J.  M. 
DeRoussey,  commercial  manager. 


Dime  Advance  In  Lincoln 

Lincoln,  Neb. — First  price  raise  in 
Lincoln  for  a  year  was  Howard  Fed- 
erer's  placing  of  the  Varsity,  1,100- 
seater  playing  "A"  releases,  at  25-35 
cent  scale,  which  is  10  cents  higher 
than  it  has  been. 


Lombard  on  Story  Hunt 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  David  Selznick  now 
plans  to  star  Vivien  Leigh  rather 
than  Carole  Lombard  in  "The  Flash- 
ing Stream"  and  hence  has  told  Miss 
Lombard  to  find  her  own  suitable 
vehicle. 


Morros  Options  "The  Hero" 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Boris  Morros  has 
taken  an  option  on  "The  Hero"  by 
Melchior  Lengyel  who  authored 
"Ninotchka." 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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England* s  Theater  Biz  Increases/  Now  80%  of  Normal 

EQUITYSfT  COMPROMISUIEPORTS  FALSEJJARNOLD 

Expect  U-  S.  Films  Will  Show  Gains  in  Swiss  Market 


Finish  Fight 

,  .  .  on  Neely  bill 

-  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN^= 


UNLESS  ail  the  signs  fail,  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress  will  see  one  whale 
of  a  finish  fight  staged  over  the  so-called 
Neely  anti-block-booking  and  blind-selling 
measure. 

The  reason  is  fairly  obvious.  With  the 
backers  of  the  bill — and  that  means  Al- 
lied insofar  as  the  industry  is  concerned — 
it's  another  case  of  do  or  die.  Failing  to 
secure  favorable  House  action  before  the 
regular  session  adjourns,  last  session's  Sen- 
ate victory  becomes  an  empty  one,  and 
the  measure's  advocates  face  the  prospect 
of  starting  all  over  again. 

There  are  several  factors  working  against 
Allied.  Rep.  Clarence  F.  Lea,  D.,  Calif., 
chairman  of  the  House  Interstate  Com- 
merce Committee,  has  promised  that  there 
will  be  "full  hearings"  for  the  bill.  Such 
a  course  will  require  time;  the  Senate 
hearings  this  year  spanned  a  15-day  period. 
And  the  House  committee  will  not  be 
inclined  to  set  aside  anything  like  that 
amount  of  time  until  pressing  legislative 
problems  arising  from  the  European  war 
are    out   of   the    way. 

o- 

THEN,  too,  there  is  the  interesting  state- 
'  ment  made  this  week  by  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  prexy,  hinting  that  there  have 
been  desertions  from  the  ranks  of  or- 
ganized groups  supporting  Allied  s  position. 
A  withdrawal  of  such  support,  substan- 
tiated at  the  House  hearings,  necessarily 
would  have  marked  effect,  for  Allied  has 
relied  heavily  upon  their  backing  in  the 
past. 

For  a  third  factor — and  do  not  dismiss 
it  lightly — there  is  the  growing  public 
antipathy  to  government  regulation  and 
control.  It  stems,  of  course,  from  what 
has  happened  and  is  happening  abroad. 
John  Q.  Public,  taking  stock,  wants  no 
part  of  it,  and  regardless  of  its  avowed 
remedial  aspects,  the  Neely  bill  IS  the 
first  step  towards  specific  Federal  regula- 
tion  of  the   film  industry. 


ND    as    for    such     regulation     and     its 
L  dangers,     read     these     two    paragraphs 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


War     May     End     American 

Worry  Over  Curtailment 

of  Allotments 

Berne  (By  Cable) — Despite  unset- 
tled conditions  in  Switzerland's  film 
trade,  due  to  the  current  hostilities, 
films  imported  from  the  U.  S.  are 
expected  to  show  a  marked  gain  over 
and  above  the  dominance  they  cur- 
rently enjoy. 

Further,  the  war's  effect  upon 
neighboring  belligerents'  production 
and    distribution    activities    is    held 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


65  ST.  LOUIS  INDIES 
FACE  STRIKE  THREAT 


Arnold  to  Conduct 
Anti-Trust  Seminar 

New  Haven — Thurman  W.  Arnold,  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  will  return  to 
Yale  from  Washington  within  two  weeks 
to  conduct  a  bi-weekly  Yale  Law  School 
seminar  on  anti-trust  legislation  and 
law  enforcement.  By  means  of  the 
course,  Arnold  maintains  his  university 
contact,  since  he  is  still  on  a  prolonged 
leave  of  absence  from  Yale  to  fulfill  his 
D  of  J  post.  Next  Wednesday,  Arnold 
opens  the  Jewish  Center  Open  Forum 
series  with  a  talk  on  "The  Relationship 
of  Government  to  Business." 


St.  Louis — Local  B2,  ushers,  cash- 
iers, doormen  and  janitors,  has  au- 
thorized the  executive  board  and 
wage  scale  committee  to  call  a  strike 
if  necessary  to  enforce  the  union's 
demands  for  higher  scale  in  approxi- 
mately 65  indie  theaters.   Latter  em- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Philbrook,  Gen'l  Chairman 
for  W.  Pa.  MPTO  Conclave 


Pittsburgh  —  Committees  for  the 
annual  convention  of  the  MPTO  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel  here  Oct.  23-24  were  an- 

(Continued  mi  Page  7) 


4A  UNIONS  HUDDLING 
TO  END  TELE  DISPUTE 


Possibility  that  the  dispute  within 
the  4  A's  over  the  question  of  juris- 
diction in  the  television  field  will  be 
settled  shortly  was  foreseen  yester- 
day, when  it  was  learned  that  the 
AAAA  unions  interested  in  the  field 
have  been  secretly  negotiating.  In- 
creasing number  of  television  shows 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Picture  Under  5,000  Feet 
Not  a  Feature  in  Australia 


Sydney  (By  Cable)— The  new 
standard  film  contract,  which  classi- 
fies a  feature  picture  as  one  5,000 
feet  or  more  in  length,  is  being  in- 
voked by  exhibitors  against  pictures 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


English  Theater  Business  Gains  10% 
in  2  Weeks/  But  20%  Below  Normal 


Will  Air  20th  Century-Fox's 
'Drums'  on  Kate  Smith  Prog'm 

West   Coast   Bureau  of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  A  dramatization  of 
20th  Century-Fox's  "Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk"  will  be  aired  on  the 
Kate  Smith  program  Nov.  3.  It  will 
be  produced  by  Bill  Bacher  in  asso- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Theater  business  in  war-time  Eng- 
land continues  to  improve.  Patron- 
age, according  to  latest  cables  re- 
ceived by  major  companies'  home  of- 
fices, is  reported  to  be  only  20  per 
cent  below  normal.  This  represents 
a  10  per  cent  rise  during  the  last  two 
weeks. 

Considering  the  fact  that  theaters 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Divorcement  Demands  Stands, 
Declares  Assistant  At- 
torney General 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Reports  current  in 
New  York,  and  finding  credence  in 
some  quarters,  that  the  Department 
of  Justice  was  pointing  towards  a 
compromise  settlement  of  its  New 
York  equity  suit  were  dismissed  as 
without  foundation  here  yesterday 
by  Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  At- 
torney General  and  chief  of  the 
anti-trust  division  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Arnold  gave  a  direct  "No,"  ans- 
wering a  question  as  to  whether 
the  Government  would  modify 
its       divorcement      demand,      foun- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


BROADWAY'S  HOLIDAY 
PIX  BIZ  RUNS  AHEAD 


Broadway's  pix  palaces,  favored  by 
clear,  crisp  weather  and  the  advan- 
tage of  solid  b.o.  attractions,  discov- 
ered Columbus  Day  business  heavy 
from  opening  until  closing.  Man- 
agers of  the  big  stands  last  night 
generally  agreed  that  grosses  were 
above  normal  for  the  holiday. 

Attendance   at   Radio    City   Music 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Richmond  Talks  Distrib. 

Deals  With  Major,  Mono. 

Ted  Richmond,  former  publicity  di- 
rector for  the  old  Grand  National 
company,  is  in  New  York  for  the 
purpose  of  closing  two  distribution 
deals.  Richmond,  who  is  now  a  pro- 
ducer, is  negotiating  with  Monogram 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Quadruplets  Out 

Chicago — The  Rosewood,  stronghold  of 
the  four-feature  program,  went  to  triples 
this  week. 

Thirteen  houses  are  now  using  triples, 
24  others  feature  premiums. 
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Finish  Fight 

.  .  .  on  Neely  bill 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

extracted   from  the  Chicago  Tribune's  Gol 
den   Jubilee   editorial: 

"The  movies  got  their  start  long  before 
the  planned  society  was  recommended  as 
a  cure  for  all  our  ills.  One  wonders  what 
the  movies  would  amount  to  today  if  the 
industry  had  been  subjected  from  the 
beginning  to  governmental  control.  Would 
the  burocrats  have  allowed  it  ever  to 
emerge  from  the  nickelodeons?  Would 
the  big  expansion  which  resulted  from  big 
profits  ever  have  taken  place  if  the 
profits  had  been  held  in  check?  Would 
there  have  been  any  incentive  for  im- 
provement? Would  we  have  talkies  and 
Technicolor?  Would  Hollywood  have  been 
able  to  attract  its  corps  of  writers,  actors, 
and    technicians? 

"The  questions  answer  themselves.  The 
burocrats  can  suppress,  but  they  cannot 
invent  and  improve.  Individual  men  and 
women,  in  pursuit  of  their  own  ambitions 
and  ideals,  created  the  moving  picture  in- 
dustry and  the  moving  picture  art.  There 
is  still  room  for  improvement,  but  this  is 
not  the  time  to  find  fault.  This  is  the 
time  to  congratulate  every  man  and  wo- 
man who  had  a  part  to  play  in  the 
amazing    growth    and    development." 


WB  Seeking  School  Support 
for  Historical  Featurets 


f  inn  num. 


(The  New  York  Stock,  Bond  and 
Curb  markets  were  closed  yesterday 
because  of  the  Columbus  Day  holi- 
day). 


Leichter  Adds   Footage 

to  "She  Goes  to  War" 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Mitch  Leichter  is  now 
cutting  "She  Goes  to  War."  He  has 
finished  shooting  some  more  material, 
bringing  the  picture  up  to  the  min- 
ute. "She  Goes  to  War"  was  released 
some  years  ago  by  UA.  Leichter  will 
leave  for  the  territory  with  the  pic- 
ture in  about  four  weeks. 


"Beau  Geste,"  War  Casualty 

Toronto — Due  to  objections  by  the 
French  consul,  "Beau  Geste,"  will 
not  be  shown  in  Ontario  during  the 
war.  The  film  had  been  approved  by 
the  Ontario  Film  Appeal  Board.  The 
film  already  had  been  banned  in  Que- 
bec. 


Rites  for  Mrs.  Ritz 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Ritz,  wife  of  Harry  Ritz  (Ritz  Bros.), 
were  held  yesterday  at  the  Riverside 
Memorial  Chapel,  with  interment  in 
Mt.  Lebanon  Cemetery,  Glendale. 
Death  was  due  to  pneumonia. 


SAFETY    LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729   Seventh    Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Warners  is  launching  a  nation- 
wide campaign  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  Charles  Einfeld,  ad. 
and  pub.  chieftain,  and  Mort  Blumen- 
stock,  Eastern  head,  to  plug  its  pro- 
gram of  historical  featurets  through 
school  co-operation. 

New  drive  stresses  the  shorts  as 
an  adjunct  to  history  courses.  Dur- 
ing the  28th  annual  meeting  of  the 
New  York  State  Association  of  Dis- 
trict School  Superintendents  this 
week,  unqualified  endorsement  of  the 
series  was  given  Warners  by  the 
educators  present,  it  was  said.  It  is 
expected  that  they  will  plan  showings 
in  local  theaters  in  their  districts 
which  will  be  attended  by  the  stu- 
dents en  masse. 


commc  nnn  goidg 


N.  L.  NATHANSON  is  in  New  York  on  busi- 
ness. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES,  CFI  prexy,  arrives  in 
New   York   on   the   week-end   from   the   Coast. 

CENE  AUTRY  arrives  in  New  York  frv  -  Hol- 
lywood today  via  American  Airlines  1?"  rtend 
the    rodeo. 

OLYMPE  BRADNA,  SUSANN  HAYWARD, 
PATRICIA  MORRISON  and  J.  CARROL  NAISH, 
leave  Salt  Lake  City  tonight  for  Detroit  to  at- 
tend the  premiere  there  of  Paramount's  "Dis- 
puted   Passage"   on   Oct.    19. 


composer,    leaves   for   the 
'Of   Mice   And   Men." 


Use  New  Pix  to  Bolster 
Continued  Runs'  2nd  Week 


Milwaukee- — On  continued  runs  at 
its  local  first-run  houses  here,  Fox 
has  been  bringing  in  new  attrac- 
tions for  the  second  week  to  swell 
business.  Example  is  "Beau  Geste," 
which  during  its  first  week  was 
dualed  with  "Night  Work"  at  the 
circuit's  Palace  and  with  "Thousand 
Dollar  Touchdown"  during  its  sec- 
ond week.  Similarly,  "The  Old 
Maid,"  continued  for  a  second  week 
from  the  Warner,  was  dualed  with 
"Golden  Boy"  during  its  first  week 
in  Fox's  Strand  and  with  "Mr.  Moto 
Takes  A  Vacation,"  a  first  Milwau- 
kee showing  flicker,  for  its  second 
week.  Soloed  during  its  first  week 
at  Fox's  Wisconsin,  "The  Women" 
was  paired  with  "Miracles  for  Sale" 
the  second  week. 


From  Lt.-Col.  to  Capt. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  James  Roosevelt, 
Sam  Goldwyn's  vice-prexy,  has  re- 
signed his  commission  as  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  and 
applied  for  a  commission  as  captain 
instead.  The  President's  son  said  he 
felt  that  the  lower  rank  would  be 
more  in  keeping  with  his  age — 31 — 
and  experience. 


Simpson  Back  at  20th-Fox 

West    Coa  t   Bureau  of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Russell  Simpson,  who 
has  just  finished  "Drums  Along  the 
Mohawk,"  at  20th  Century-Fox,  re- 
turns to  the  same  studio  to  play  the 
role  of  "Pop"  in  "Grapes  of  Wrath." 
John  Ford  is  the  director  of  both 
pictures. 


Virginia  Censors  Report 

Record  Profit  of  $17,253 


Richmond,  Va. — Film  censorship 
in  this  state  returned  a  record  profit 
of  $17,253.43  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  July  1,  according  to  the  Di- 
vision of  Censorship's  annual  report. 
Total   receipts   were    $36,540. 

Original  films  numbering  1,404 
were  screened  with  a  total  footage 
of  4,931,000.41.  Deletions  of  scenes 
and  dialogue  were  ordered  in  a  to- 
tal of  10  pictures.  Four  films  were 
rejected  in  toto.  Courts  reversed 
the  decision  in  the  instance  of  "The 
Birth  of  a  Baby." 

Col.  Peter  Saunders  is  chairman 
of  the  board,  and  the  other  two 
members  are  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Chalk- 
ley  and  Mrs.  Edith  Roberts. 


Horton  Off  for  Legit.  Tour 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Edward  Everett  Hor- 
ton leaves  today  for  Baltimore  where 
he  opens  his  legitimate  stage  appear- 
ance at  the  Ford  Theater,  Oct.  19,  in 
"Springtime  for  Henry,"  the  play  by 
Benn  Levy.  Gordon  Richards,  Bar- 
bara Brown  and  Marjorie  Lord  will 
support  Horton.  After  three  days 
in  Baltimore,  the  company  will  go  on 
to  Albany,  Rochester,  Buffalo,  Pitts- 
burgh, Columbus,  Indianapolis  and 
Chicago.  Lawrence  Rivers  is  produc- 
ing. 


Lamont  Completes  "U"  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Charles  Lamont  has 
completed  the  direction  of  "Little 
Accident,"  featuring  Baby  Sandy. 
Lamont  also  directed  "Unexpected 
Father"  in  which  Baby  Sandy  played 
a  prominent  role. 


AARON    COPLAND, 
Coast   today   to  score 

VYVYAN  DONNER,  producer  of  Fox  Movie- 
tone's  "Fashion   Forecasts,"   is   in   Pittsburgh. 

CHARLES  COHEN,  of  the  Metro  publicity  de- 
partment,   is    in    Boston    for    a    week's   vacation. 

ARTHUR  ABELES,  Warner  manager  in  Bra- 
zil, leaves  for  Rio  on  Oct.  20  after  a  visit  here 
for   home   office   confabs. 

RICHARD  MARVIN,  William  Esty  vice-presi- 
dent, flies  from  Hollywood  this  week-end  to 
Nashville. 

WATTERSON    ROTHACKER    and    his    wife   are 

visiting  friends  in  Kentucky. 

CONSTANCE     BENNETT     flew     in     from     the 

Coast  yesterday   via    American. 

CHESTER  MORRIS  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
Hollywood    for   a    vacation. 

DICK  POWELL  leaves  the  Coast  this  week-end 
for  New  York,  stopping  in  Washington  en  route. 

FRANK  SELTZER  arrives  here  next  week  from 
Hollywood. 

TED  RICHMOND,  producer,  is  here  for  a 
vacation. 

BERNIE  KRANZE,  manager  of  RKO  exchange, 
ARTIE  NEWMANN  of  Republic  and  JOE  ENGEL 
of  Universal  have  returned  to  Albany  from 
Syracuse. 

JACK  WALSH,  M-G-M  exploiteer,  had  his 
parents,  MR.  and  MRS.  M.  F.  WALSH  of  Cleve- 
land,  O.,   as   Albany  visitors   this  week. 

MITCH  PANZER,  Monogram  booker  and  of- 
fice manager,  has  returned  to  Albany  from  ; 
visit    to    the    home   office. 


Blythe  Action  on  Trial 

Charlotte— Trial  of  the  $250,000 
copyright  infringement  suit  of  Le- 
gette  Blythe  of  Charlotte  against 
Loew's,  Inc.,  and  M-G-M  is  under 
way  in  Federal  District  Court  here, 
Judge  E.  Y.  Webb  presiding.  Blythe, 
author  of  the  novel,  "Marshal  Ney: 
A  Dual  Life,"  charges  that  defen- 
dants made  illegal  use  of  his  book 
in  producing  the  film  "The  Bravest 
of  the  Brave," 


Tracy  Rites  Tomorrow 

Mrs.  Josephine  Tracy,  mother-in 
law  of  John  J.  O'Connor,  vice-presi 
dent  and  general  manager  of  RKO 
Theaters,  died  yesterday  at  New 
Rochelle.  Funeral  sex-vices  will  be 
held  at  Holy  Family  Church,  New 
Rochelle,  at  10:30  tomorrow  morning 


Best   wishes   from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

OCTOBER   13 

Harry    Hershfielc 


Irene    Rich 


Lillian   Gish 
Benita    Hume 


Ina   Claire 


OCTOBER    14 

OCTOBER    15 
Harry   Webb 


Cyril   Gardner 
Pert    Kelton 


Mervyn   LeRo^ 
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ENGLISH  THEATER  BIZ 
UP;  80%  OF  NORMAL 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  London  and  the  provinces  are  clos- 
ing from  two  to  four  hours  earlier 
than  under  peacetime  conditions,  it 
can  be  seen  that  theater  business  is 
aPlL.  jching  normalcy. 

It  was  pointed  out  at  the  M-G-M 
foreign  department  that  patronage 
in  English  theaters  is  a  fair  barome- 
ter of  distribution  grosses,  inasmuch 
as  practically  all  of  the  theaters  play 
on  a  percentage  basis. 

Provided  there  is  no  drastic  money 
restriction  from  England,  losses  to 
American  film  companies  will  be  well 
below  anticipations,  foreign  depart- 
ment executives  contend. 


i«  Six  New  Films  Started 

in  Hollywood  Studios 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Six  new  pictures  went 
into  work  this  week.   The  list: 

At  Paramount:  "Safari"  with 
Madeleine  Carroll  and  Douglas  Fair- 
banks, Jr.  Harry  Sherman's  "The 
Light  of  Western  Stars"  starring 
William  Boyd. 

At  M-G-M:  "The  Earl  of  Chicago" 
starring  Robert  Montgomery  with 
Edward  Arnold  and  Reginald  Owen 
in  featured  roles. 

At  Universal:  "No  Power  on 
Earth"  with  Victor  McLaglen  and 
Jackie  Cooper. 

At  Monogram:  Edward  Finney 
will  place  "Roll,  Wagons,  Roll"  into 
production  starring  Tex  Ritter. 

At  Producers  Pictures  Corp.: 
"Buried  Alive"  with  Robert  Wilcox 
and  Beverly  Roberts. 


Switch  WB  Chi.  Managers 

Chicago  —  Warner  Theaters  are 
making  many  personnel  changes  here. 
Marlowe  M.  Conner  has  been  named 
manager  of  the  Avalon  Theater  and 
is  succeeded  at  the  Rhodes  Theater 
by  Everett  Erickson  of  the  Odgen 
Theater.  Marcel  B.  Brazee,  Avalon 
manager,  goes  to  the  Parthenon  The- 
ater at  Hammond.  John  P.  Field, 
manager  at  the  Grove  Theater,  goes 
to  the  Odgen  Theater,  John  J.  Ma- 
loney,  Cosmo  manager,  is  named  for 
the  Grove  Theater  post,  while  Ray- 
mond J.  Kennedy,  assistant  manager, 
is  promoted  to  managership  of  the 
Cosmo  Theater.  Truman  Randall  is 
advanced  from  the  Avalon  Theater 
to  te  Capitol  Theater. 


Pittsburgh — Sidney  Soltz,  manager 
of  the  Rhumba  Theater,  Pittsburgh, 
operated  by  his  father,  Jake  Soltz, 
will  be  married  on  Sunday  to  Miss 
Harriet  Moses. 


PlilLM.  DALTi 


•  •      •     SOMETIMES  it's  a  liability for  Mr.  Exhib.  to  be  overly 

star-conscious for    there    are    definite    instances    of    this    state     of 

mind being     synonymous     with     unconsciousness particularly 

with   respect   to   a   film's   inherent   strength    and   merit A   peach   of 

an    example    of    a    powerful    pix potent    in    its    ability    to    enthuse 

audiences one    which    isn't    star-studded   like    some    of    its    contem- 
poraries   but  is  a  gross-grabber  de  luxe   if  given  a  special  selling 

campaign is  Paramount's   new  comedy "What   a  Life" 

starring    Jackie    Cooper    and    Betty    Field a    film    version    of    the 

stage  play which  wowed  jaded  Broadway  for  a  mere   16  months. 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     YESTER  morn  the  New  York  Times in  the  very 

first  sentence  of  its  review  of  the  film labeled  the  attraction 

"one  of  the  year's  better  and  brighter  comedies" and  opined 

that  Paramount  had  succeeded  in  actually  gilding  the  lily 

Broadway  is  getting  the  film  actually  in  the  wake  of  several  other 

national  stands and  since  it  debut-ed  only  a  day  or  two  ago 

at  the  local  Paramount it  is  a  bit  early  for  b.o.  returns 

But  up  to  the  witness  stand  for  solid  "character  references"  can  be 

called  previous  performances such  as  in  Memphis,  Worcester, 

Providence,  Poughkeepsie,  Denver  and  Boston 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     In  Memphis,  "What  a  Life"   was  sold  to  Warners  -who  got 

behind    this    college    pix with    a    whale    of    a    campaign and 

biz  was  as  big  in  that  city  as  for  "Honeymoon  in  Bali"  one  of  Para.'s 

ace     attractions with    Madeleine    Carroll     and    Fred    MacMurray 

two    sure-fire    marquee-selling    names Similar    exhib.    co-op 

erafion    was    accorded    in   Worcester where    receipts   beat    "Invita- 
tion  to   Happiness"   and   were    neck-in-neck   with    take    on    "Man   About 

Town"   (lack   Benny,   et   al!) Supported   in   showmanlike   fashion   in 

Providence,    "What    A    Life"    outgrossed    "Man    About    Town" and 

neck-in-necked    it    with    "Invitation    to    Happiness" In    Denver    and 

Boston  biz  was  big or  if  you  prefer  another  hunk  of  allitera- 
tion   coin     clinked     consistently All     of     which     proves 

at  least  in  the  instance  of  "What  A  Life" that   quality  can  be   as 

lofty  as  the  "stars" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THAT  Warners  did  a  real  job  in  Memphis  on  "What 

a  Life" is  not  surprising in  view  of  what  they  did  in 

Philly    with   M-G-M' s   "Babes   in   Arms" for   the    WB    boys 

sold  the  Daily  News  there  the  idea  of  running  off  the  first  30,000 

copies   of   the   newspaper with   the   screaming   headlines   on 

Page  One  reading: "Babes  in  Arms  Take  Phila.  By  Storm" 

and  all  Page   Three  told  about  the  pix A   marvelous 

stunt 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     COLUMBUS    Day    brought    an    important    discovery 

From   UA's   publicity   dept.   burst   word   that   a   new   song   will   be   intro- 
duced    in     Walter     Wanger's     oncoming     production     "Send     Another 

Coffin" "Cupid's  After  Me" That  combination  will  go  a  long 

way  to  abolish  those  petting  parties  in  your  second  balcony 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     YEZZIR on  Nov.  27 the  night  will  be  filled 

with  music as  virtually  every  "name"  band  anywhere  abouts, 

including   Russ  Morgan,  Ella  Fitzgerald  and  Blue   Barron 

blasts  gold  notes  in  Madison  Square  Garden where  there  will 

be  on  tap  the  annual  Music  Festival  of  the  Medical  Bureau,  Musi- 
cians' Union  Local  802 This  big  benefit  night will  assist 

the  Musicians'  Sick   Fund There   will   be   dancing   to   dawn 

in  wake  of  a  huge  symphonic  concert 


COMPROMISE  REPORTS 
UNFOUNDED-ARNOLD 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

dation  stone  of  the  suit,  if  the  maj- 
ors dropped  block-booking  or  blind- 
selling  or  both.  Further,  said  Ar- 
nold: "There  will  be  no  compromise." 
At  the  Department,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  fact  the  Government 
was  pressing  for  an  early  trial  date 
in  itself  was  ample  refutation  of 
rumors  that  the  D  of  J  was  "back- 
ing down."  It  was  suggested,  fur- 
ther, that  the  triple  investigation  by 
a  Federal  Grand  Jury  on  the  West 
Coast  of  industry  matters  indicated 
that  "appeasement"  was  hardly  in 
prospect. 


Detroit  Variety  Club 

Names  Crew,  Delegates 

Detroit — Detroit  Variety  Tent  No. 
5  has  elected  this  new  crew  (board 
of  directors) : 

Jack    Saxe,    treasurer,    Monogram 
Pictures;   David   Newman,  Pasadena 
Theater;    William    Carlson,    Carlson 
Studios;     Lew     Wisper,     Wisper     & 
Wetsman   Circuit;   Harold  C.  Robin- 
]  son,  Film  Truck  Service;  John  How- 
ard,    Paramount    branch     manager; 
:  William    Flemion,    president,    Excel- 
lent  Pictures;   Barney   Kilbride,   cir- 
cuit   operator;    Edgar    E.    Kirchner. 
manager,  Family  Theater;  Charles  C. 
Perry,  manager,  Adams  Theater;  and 
William    Hurlbut,    franchise    holder, 
!  Monogram  Pictures. 

William    Carlson    and    Charles    C. 

j  Perry  were  elected   as  delegates  to 

I  the    national    convention    at    Dallas, 

with    Edgar    E.    Kirchner    and    John 

Howard    as    alternates.     Perry    was 

also  elected  as  national  canvasman. 

Report  of  the  treasurer,  Jack  Saxe, 
showed  receipts  of  $3,486  from  dues 
'  last  year.  Membership  in  all  classes 
has  increased  from  195  to  239,  with 
the  addition  of  23  new  associate 
members. 


Standard  Chartered 

Albany  —  Standard  Pictures  Dis- 
tributing Company,  Inc.,  Manhattan, 
has  been  formed  with  capital  stock 
amounting  to  $75,000  in  $100  shares. 
Chai'ter  papers  show  subscribers  to 
be  George  E.  Trainer,  Marilyn  Kap- 
lan, and  Sylvia  Dauber,  all  of  New 
Yox-k  City.  Counsel  is  Ludwig  M. 
Wilson. 


Loew-Poli's  Kash  Kwiz 

Waterbury  —  The  Loew-Poli  will 
try  a  new  Kash  Kwiz  idea,  with  mem- 
bers of  the  audience  answering  ques- 
tions for  cash  and  merchandise 
prizes.  The  game  will  be  a  weekly 
Tuesday  feature. 


STO 


West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — A  son  has  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phil  Epstein  at  St. 
Vincent's  Hospital.  Father  is  a  War- 
ners' writer. 
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THEATERS 

•     CARPETING 

•     COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

•     PROJECTION 
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PHOTOPHONE'S  SOUND 
SYSTEMS  IN  DEMAND 


Exhibitor  consciousness  of  the  vi- 
tal role  which  modern  sound  equip- 
ment plays  in  the  efficient  presenta- 
tion of  motion  pictures,  from  both  the 
standpoint  of  audience  satisfaction 
and  box  office  health,  is  exemplified 
in  the  l?rge  number  of  orders  accru- 
ing to  RCA  Mfg.  Co.  for  their  Pho- 
tophone  units. 

More  than  20  orders  have  been 
placed  with  RCA  according  to  its 
most  recent  reports,  these  including 
contracts  for  installations  in  the  Ola- 
the,  Olathe,  Colo.,  which  is  re-open- 
ing after  a  summer  shutdown;  the 
Strand,  South  Bend;  Princess,  Hart- 
ford; the  new  400-seater  which  A.  W. 
Pugh  is  opening  about  Dec.  1  in  Co- 
lumbus, Kansas;  Roosevelt,  Bentley- 
ville,  Pa.;  the  Telenews,  newsreel 
house,  being  erected  in  Chicago's 
Loop  area  by  Midwest  Newsreel  The- 
aters, Inc  ;  and  the  Tivoli,  in  Misha- 
waka,  Ind. 

Other  installations  are  for  the  New 
Moon  Theater,  Vincennes,  Ind.; 
Happy  Hour,  New  Orleans;  the  two 
houses  formerly  known  as  the  Penni- 
man-Allen  theaters,  and  now  re- 
named P  &  A  Theaters,  in  Plymouth 
and  Northville,  Mich.,  respectively; 
the  new  Miller,  Augusta,  Ga.;  and 
also  the  new  Palace  soon  to  open  in 
McComb,  Miss. 

Further,  sound  units  are  being  sup- 
plied to  the  Webb,  Gastonia,  N.  C; 
the  new  700-seater  in  Elberton,  Ga.; 
the  new  Vogue  in  suburban  Louis- 
ville, and  the  Grand,  Linton,  Ind., 
both  houses  of  the  George  Settos  cir- 
cuit; the  new  Esquire,  Rock  Island, 
111.;  the  Frontenac,  Detroit;  Brighton, 
Pittsburgh,  and  several  other  houses. 


55%  Trane  Increase 

Chicago — The  Trane  Co.  reports  a  55 
per  cent  increase  in  heating  division 
orders  for  the  first  nine  months. 

Orders  in  other  departments  are  run- 
ning at  a  level,  with  the  Canadian  sub- 
sidiary,  reporting  a   fine   increase. 


New  Long-Playing  Record 
Seen  Opening  Big  Market 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  A  new  long-playing 
record  has  been  put  on  the  market 
by  Recordall  Sales.  The  record  plays 
30  minutes  to  a  side  on  a  13  inch 
indestructible  disc.  This  recoi'd 
opens  a  big  new  market  in  sound 
recordings  inasmuch  as  it  can  be 
used  to  record  conferences,  tele- 
phone conversations  without  tapping 
the  wires,  dictation  and  radio  pro- 
grams. Anyone  can  handle  the 
mechanism,  and  on  a  dollar  record, 
one  can  record  a  whole  hour.  Of- 
fices have  been  opened  at  9016  Sun- 
set Boulevard  with  Don  Orput  as 
California   distributor. 


Indianapolis  Will  Have 

New  $100,000  Pix  House 


Two  New  Conn.  Projects 

New  Haven  —  Whitney  Theater 
Corp.,  a  Bailey  corporation,  has 
broken  ground  of  a  900-seat  brick 
house  in  the  Whitneyville  section  of 
Hamden.  Natale  DeFrancesco,  for- 
mer operator  of  the  Annex,  has 
started  to  construct  a  350-seat  house 
in  Cheshire. 


Indianapolis  —  Early  construction 
of  a  new  1,200-seat  film  theater  at 
5608  E.  Washington  St.  costing  ap- 
proximately $100,000  was  announced 
yesterday,  with  completion  of  leases 
and  plans  for  the  project  by  W.  A. 
Brennan,  Inc. 

Glenn  W.  Radel  will  build  the 
structure,  which  has  been  leased  for 
20  years  by  the  Olson  Theater  En- 
terprises. 

Known  as  the  Embassy,  house  will 
have  a  parking  lot  with  facilities  for 
400  cars. 

Eric  G.  Steinbeck  is  the  architect. 
Theater  will  be  equipped  with  mohair 
body  formed  chairs,  controlled  air- 
conditioning,  Western  Electric  sound, 
latest  projection  machinery,  spacious 
lounge  rooms  and  other  features.  The 
theater  front  will  be  constructed  of 
glazed  terra  cotta  with  indirect  light- 
ing. A  rear  box  office  will  be  set  up 
as  a  service  to  drive-in  patrons. 

Olson  Theater  Enterprises,  organ- 
ized last  April,  operates  the  St.  Clair, 
Uptown,  Ritz,  Strand,  Oriental  and 
Vogue  theaters.  Charles  M.  Olson  is 
president;  Gene  Marks,  vice-president 
and  treasurer;  Roy  Bair,  secretary, 
and  Carl  Niesse,  general  manager. 


Extend  Altec  Servicing 

Lincoln  Theaters,  Inc.,  and  King 
Coal  Theaters,  Inc.,  of  Marion,  Va., 
has  renewed  Altec  service  contracts 
on  six  theaters  and  has  made  con- 
tracts for  Altec  to  service  two  addi- 
tional houses.  E.  C.  Shriver  and  A. 
Fiore  negotiated  for  Altec. 

Improve  Clarinda  Rialto 

Clarinda,  la.— The  Rialto  Theater 
here  is  being  remodeled.  It  is  to 
have  a  new  modern  front  while  the 
interior  is  to  be  redecorated  and  im- 
proved. Theater  is  owned  by  Mrs. 
Alice  Pennington  of  Villisca,  and  is 
under  lease  to  the  Rialto  Theater  Co. 


Oscar  Johnson  Building 

Falls  City,  Neb.  —  Oscar  Johnson 
has  started  construction  of  the  New 
Rivoli,  a  550-seater,  facing  the 
present  Rivoli,  which  will  be  closed 
when  the  new  spot  opens.  Oklahoma 
Theater  Supply  (L.  J.  Kimbriel) 
landed  the  seat  contract. 


Taylor  Leases  Theater 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — Roy  Taylor, 
owner  of  the  Southlawn  Theater 
here,  has  leased  the  building  that 
housed  the  Liberty  Theater  at  Lake- 
view.  The  Liberty  has  suspended 
operations.  Taylor  will  reopen  the 
theater  in  October  under  a  different 
name  and  will  use  all  new  equip- 
ment. 


Improve  Loew  House 

Wilmington,  Del. — With  repainting 
in  the  auditorium  already  under  way, 
further  alterations  and  improve- 
ments to  Loew's  Theater,  are  ex- 
pected to  begin  about  Oct.  15,  ac- 
cording to  Manager  Edgar  J.  Doob. 
Operations  will  span  six  weeks,  but 
will  not  interfere  with  the  theater's 
programs. 


Will  Add  Balcony 

Dallas  —  Interstate  will  remodel 
the  Varsity  Theater.  Plans  by  Petti- 
grew  &  Worley  call  for  the  addition 
of  a  balcony  to  seat  300.  The  work 
will  require  some  two  months  to 
complete. 


Remodel  Miami's  State 

Miami,  Fla. — Wometco  Theaters, 
Inc.  is  announcing  that  the  State 
theater  is  to  be  remodeled  and  ap- 
proximately $30,000  spent  on  the 
job. 


Modernize  Warner  House 

Irvington,  N.  J. — Marty  Ingram, 
new  Castle  manager,  announces 
plans  for  extensive  improvements  to 
the  house,  Warner  operated.  There 
will  be  a  new  marquee,  modernized 
lobbv  and  interior  renovations. 


$200,000  Theater  Bows  In 

Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla. — Spark's  new 
$200,000  house  just  opened  seats 
1,266  with  a  special  16-seat  section 
especially  wired  for  the  hard  of 
hearing. 


Renovate   In   Pittsfield 

Pittsfield,  Mass.  —  The  Carlton 
Amusement  Enterprises,  Inc.,  own- 
er of  the  Kameo  Theater,  here,  is 
spending  $15,000  on  extensive  reno- 
vations. 


Celotex  in  Atlanta 

Chicago  —  The  Celotex  Co.  has 
opened  new  offices  in  the  Hurt  Build- 
ing, Atlanta,  Ga.,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  George  J.  Dinges,  formerly 
manager  at  Cleveland. 


New  Laurel  Negro  House 

Laurel,  Miss.— Allen  H.  Moss  will 
open  a  theater  for  negroes  here 
shortly.  The  new  house  is  to  be 
called  the  Lincoln. 


Kroehler  Office  Moved 

Chicago  —  "Buck"  Buchanon  has 
moved  the  sales  offices  for  Kroehler 
Seats  to  the  new  Monogram  Building 
at  13th  and  Wabash  Ave. 


■     SIXTY  Y5A 

Role  of  Electri 

By  R( 

Nela  Park  En 

(Editor's  Note:  This  is  the 
advances  effectuated  in  the  art  < 
of  the  incandescent  lamp.) 

UNDOUBTEDLY  the  grea 
of  lamp  making  occurre 
ment  lamp  became  available, 
pany  bought  the  American  p 
sten  filaments  that  had  bee 
Hanaman,  two  Viennese  chen 
work,  lamps  having  efficienc 
made  available.  This  was  an 
The  chief  disadvantage  c' 
that  they  were  quite  fragile 
or  subjected  to  even  a  moder 
the  filaments  were  likely  to  b 
achieved  at  the  sacrifice  of 
lamp  was  hailed  as  a  major  a; 
its  money  and  this  in  turn 
what  theater  lighting  men  c 


:: 
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!N  spite  of  the  failures  wr 
scientists  to  make  tungste 
Research  Laboratories  of  the 
was  not  convinced  that  it  cc 
tions  in  1906  he  experiment 
was  able  to  announce  that 
tungsten  could  be  rendered 
even  when  cold. 

Space  does  not  permit  a 
process,  but  the  significan 
overstated.  It  now  became 
in  any  manner  desirable;  dr 
tough  and  this  meant  that  t 
into  incandescent  lamps.  E 
had  efficiencies  up  to  10  lu 
incorporated  into  commercia 
incandescent  lamp  filaments 


THE  next  really  significanti 
descent  lamp,  occurred 
General    Electric's    Research 
that  a  considerable  gain  in  t 
realized  by  filling  the  lamp  t 
the  filament  in  a  vacuum 
efficiencies  in  the  neighborh 
At  first  gas  was  used  ir! 
as  time  passed  the  new  tec 
to   the   25-watt  size.      Gas 
filament  shape  from   a  strai 
tightly  coiled  spiral.    The  coil 
source  than  the  straight  one 
to  control  the  light  produce 
accuracy.     The  result  was  t 
replace   the  arc   spotlights   t 
years. 
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it  ii  series  of  articles  dealing  with  the 
f  theater  lighting  since  the  advent 


a  (improvement   in   the   technique 
esfhen  the  pressed  tungsten  fila- 
ear  the  General  Electric  Corn- 
to  a  process  for  making  tung- 
by  Alexander  Just  and  Franz 
i  much  additional  developmental 
i  as  7.8  lumens   per  watt  were 
improvement, 
tungsten  filament  lamps  was 
jjy  were  handled  at  all   roughly 
of  vibration  or  shock  in  service 
ough  the  gain  in  efficiency  was 
the  pressed  tungsten  filament 
;ave  the  theaters  more  light  for 
:r  scope  to  the  possibilities  of 
r  h  their  medium. 


J;  id 


warded   the  attempts  of  many 

i-  Dr.  William   I.  Coolidge  of  the 

ctric  Company  at  Schenectady 

done.     Beginning  his  investiga- 

i  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1908 

Iveloped   a   technique   by   which 

id    could    be    drawn    and    bent, 

i  of  the  somewhat  complicated 
I  development  can  scarcely  be 
bend  or  coil  tungsten  filaments 
ten  filaments  were  rugged  and 
h  and  durability  could  be  built 
Isten  filament  lamps,  moreover, 
rni'att.  This  material,  which  was 
out   1910,   is   still   used   for   all 


i:  it  in  the  history  of  the  incan- 
en  Dr.  Irving  Langmuir,  also  of 
res  at  Schenectady,  discovered 
:y  of  light  production  could  be 
n  inert  gas  instead  of  operating 
lamps  in  the  larger  sizes  have 
umens  per  watt. 
750-  and  1000-watt  sizes,  but 
applied  to  smaller  lamps  down 
accompanied   by   a   change   in 

i  oped  over  many  supports  to  a 
was  a  much  more  concentrated 
neant  that  it  was  now  possible 

i  escent  lamps  with  considerable 
scent  lamp  spotlights  began  to 
ien   used   in   theaters   for   many 


Motiograph  Experiences 

Brisk  Flow  of  Orders 


Chicago  —  Motiograph,  Inc.,  fur- 
nishes evidence  in  its  October  an- 
nouncements of  projector  and  sound 
system  installation  that  activity  in 
these  items  is  brisk  on  a  nation-wide 
scale. 

In  the  matter  of  projector  supply, 
company  has  completed  installations 
for  the  Rialto,  Joliet;  Town,  New 
York;  Basle,  Washington,  Pa.;  Ti- 
voli,  Maryville,  Mo.;  Shafer,  Garden 
City,  Mich.;  Hardy's  Fresno,  Fresno; 
Astor,  Baltimore;  Florida,  Gains- 
ville,  Fla.;  Bostwick,  Bridgeport; 
Isle,  Balboa,  Calif.;  State,  Omaha; 
Los  Feliz,  Los  Angeles;  Playhouse, 
Stateville,  N.  C;  Wilson,  Wilson, 
N.  C,  and  the  Garrick,  St.  Paul. 

Mirrophonic  Sound  Systems  have 
also  been  installed  in  the  Town  Thea- 
ter, New  York;  the  Paramount,  Hick- 
ory, N.  C;  the  State,  Marlboro, 
N.  Y.;  and  the  Villa  in  Oklahoma 
City. 


RCA  Biz  Up  35% 

Chicago — The  installation  of  RCA  sound 
equipment  is  showing  a  35  per  cent 
increase  over  last  year,  according  to  A. 
E.  Klein,  manager  of  the  Chicago  dis- 
trict. 


Equipment  Firm   Formed 

Albany — Charter  has  been  issued 
here  to  Movie  Theater  Equipment 
Contracts,  Inc.,  a  Borough  of  Man- 
hattan  organization,  with  $99,960 
capital  stock  authorized.  Under 
setup,  980  shares  will  be  preferred, 
value  $100  each,  and  1,960  shares  of 
common  at  $1  each. 

Fkm,  it  is  understood,  will  have 
headquarters  at  520  Fifth  Ave.,  New 
York  City. 

New  Houses  In  S.  C. 

Charlotte — A  new  theater  will  be 
opened  soon  at  Piedmont,  S.  C,  by 
L,  R.  Linder.  And  at  Florence,  S.  C, 
Dewey  McDermon  will  open  the 
Roxy.  H.  H.  Everett  and  Worth 
Stewart  have  taken  over  the  Piq- 
uant from  R.  P.  Rosser  at  Angier, 
S.  C. 


Gevaert  Acquires  Plant 

In  Williamstown,  Mass. 

The  Gevaert  Company  of  Amer- 
ica, Inc.,  a  New  York  Corporation, 
has  acquired  a  factory  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  Gavaert  photographic 
products  in  the  U.  S.  Factory  is 
situated  in  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and 
its  site  is  of  sufficiently  large  area 
to  permit  of  future  expansion. 

At  present  operates  as  distribu- 
tors for  Gevaert  Photo-Producten, 
N.V.  of  Belgium,  with  headquarters 
at  New  York  and  branches  in  Bos- 
ton, Philadelphia,  Chicago,  Los  An- 
geles and  San  Francisco. 


RWT  Catalog  Ready 

Radio  Wire  Television,  Inc.,  (form- 
erly Wholesale  Radio  Service  Co., 
Inc.),  100  Sixth  Ave.,  New  York,  an- 
nounces that  its  "Master"  Catalog 
for  1940  is  now  ready  for  distribu- 
tion. It  includes  35  pages  of  public 
address  equipment. 


GEN'L  SEATING  FILLS 
MANY  THEATER  ORDERS 


General  Seating  Co.  officials  report 
continued  momentum  in  orders  for 
their  theater  chairs,  installations  hav- 
ing just  been  effectuated  for  the 
State,  Miami;  the  Roosevelt,  Hobbs, 
N.  M.,  and  the  Communitv,  Cadiz, 
Ohio. 

Additional  orders  have  been  filled 
by  the  company  this  month  for  the 
accounts  of  the  Imperial,  Forrest 
City,  Ark ,  through  Monarch  Theater 
Supply  Co.,  of  Memphis;  and  the 
Breeze  Theater,  Philadelphia,  through 
the  Penn  Theater  Equipment  Co.,  of 
that  city. 

C.  E.  Elkins'  theater  in  Walnut 
Ridge,  Ark.,  has  also  been  supplied 
with  General  Seating  Co.  chairs  via 
order  placed  through  Monarch  Thea- 
ter Supply  of  Memphis. 


New  House  for  Pontius 

Woodsville  O.  —  A  new  300-seat 
picture  house  will  be  built  here  by 
Paul  Pontius,  who  owns  the  Sylvan 
Theater  at  Sylvania.  The  C.  R. 
Chappalear  Construction  Co.  of  Syl- 
vania is  the  builder. 


Competition  In  Mansfield 

Mansfield,  La. — Construction  of  a 
new  theater  by  W.  Smith  will  be 
undertaken  here  shortly.  The  town 
is  already  served  by  the  DeSoto 
Theater,  which  books  through  The- 
ater Service  Corp.  of  New  Orleans. 

Case  Plans  New  Theaters 

Chicago  —  Wilfred  C.  Case  will 
build  a  new  theater  at  Shelbyville 
in  co-operation  with  the  business 
men  of  that  community.  He  was  for- 
merly located  at  Cuba. 

Air-Conditioning  Order 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  The  Bijou 
Theater  here  has  contracted  with 
the  Capitol  Theater  Supply  Co.,  to 
install  air-conditioning  equipment. 

Dupont,  TTC  Sales  Exec. 

Chicago — Frederick  M.  Dupont  has 
been  appointed  sales  manager  of  the 
Toledo  Ticket  Co. 


'LADY    OF    THE    TROPICS 

Of  course  Alexander  Smith  Carpet 
can't  compete  with  the  sirens  of  the 
screen  when  it  comes  to  attracting 
patrons,  but  it  is  an  important  factor. 
Which  is  one  reason  why  you  find  it 
in  most  of  the  country's  successful 
theatres. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 
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"Dancing  Co-Ed" 

with     Lana    Turner,     Richard     Carlson, 

Artie   Shaw 

M-G-M  80  Mins. 

SPARKLING   MUSICAL  COMEDY  WITH 

GOOD   CAST  SHOULD    BE   A   SOLID   HIT 

WITH  THE  POP.  TRADE. 

In    addition    to    being    first    rate    enter- 
tainment    in     every     respect    without     the 
presence  of  the  popular  swingmaster,  Artie 
Shaw,     "Dancing    Co-Ed",    with    Shaw    as 
an   added   attraction,   should   be   a   solid   hit 
with   the    pop.    trade.       It    is   gay,   amusing 
and    musical   by   turns,    and   there's   a    neat 
litle    romance    thrown    in    for    good    meas- 
ure.    The   direction   of  S.   Sylvan   Simon   is 
expert,    giving    the    picture    a    zippy    pace 
that    bubbles    with    action    from    start    to 
finish.       Lana    Turner,    attractive    and    per- 
sonable,  makes  her  debut  as  a  star  with  a 
flourish,   turning  in   a   smooth   performance. 
Richard   Carlson    is   good    looking   and   cap- 
able   opposite    Lana,    and    Ann    Rutherford 
fills   a   top   supporting   role   neatly.      Maes- 
tro   Shaw    swings    his    music    in    the    most 
approved    killer-diller    fashion    for   the    edi- 
fication  of   the    jive   trade.      Lee    Bowman, 
Leon  Errol,  Thurston  Hall  and  Roscoe  Karns 
ably   support   the   principals.      Albert   Man- 
heimer   rates  a   nod   for   his  snappily   paced 
and    cohesive    screenplay.       Hall,    the    high 
mogul  of  Monarch  pictures,  is  in  a  dilemma 
when    the    wife    of    his    dancing    star,    who 
is    his    partner,    discovers    she    is    going    to 
have     a     baby     just    before     they     are     to 
start    production    on    a    super-dooper    mus- 
ical.      Karns,    Hall's    press    agent,    has    the 
bright  idea  of  selecting  a  new  star  through 
a  college  contest.     Lana,  daughter  of  Leon 
Errol,   both    of  whom    are    in    vaudeville,    is 
planted   in   a   college   to   be   the  winner   of 
the    contest    so    Karns    will    be    certain    of 
getting    a    good    dancer.       However,    this    is 
just    the    beginning    of    trouble    for    every- 
body.    Carlson,  editor  of  the  college  paper, 
starts    an    investigation    to    see    if    anybody 
has    been    planted    in    the    college.       Lana 
and    Carlson    both    get   in   a   jam   with    the 
dean    and   their   fathers   are   sent  for.      On 
top    of    this,    Carlson    falls    for    Lana,    but 
blows    up    when    she    tells    him    the    truth 
about    herself.        Finally    the    day    of    the 
contest   arrives   after   Shaw   has   been   to   a 
number   of    other    colleges.       Lana    is    kid- 
napped   by    Carlsons    friends    at    his    be- 
hest,  but  finally  makes  him  take  her  back 
to    the    college    so    she    can    dance    in    the 
contest   finals.      Meanwhile,  Karns  has   put 
Ann    Rutherford  on   to  stall  for  time  when 
Lana  dosen't  show  up.     Everybody  is  happy 
when     Hall     selects     Ann,     gives     Errol     a 
job    and    Carlson    proposes    to    Lana.      The 
scene   of   producer   Hail   at   the   race   track 
with    a    portable    radio    listening    to    news 
flashes,    and    hearing    about   his    star's    be- 
coming a  mother,  will  give  plenty  of  laughs 
in   the   trade.      Exhibitors  can   have   a  field 
day    exploiting    this    one    with    Artie    Shaw 
in   the   cast. 

CAST:  Lana  Turner,  Richard  Carlson, 
Artie  Shaw,  Ann  Rutherford,  Lee  Bow- 
man, Leon  Errol,  Thurston  Hall,  Roscoe 
Karns,  Mary  Field,  Walter  Kingsford,  June 
Preisser,  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Monty  Wooley, 
Chester   Clute,   Mary   Field. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edgar  Selwyn;  Di- 
rector, S.  Sylvan  Simon;  Screenplay,  Albert 
Manheimer;  Based  on  a  Story  by  Albert 
Treynor;   Cameraman,   Alfred   Gilks;   Editor, 
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Television  Spy 

with  William  Henry,  Judith  Barrett,  William 

Collier,  Sr. 

Paramount  58  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

SUSPENSEFUL  MELODRAMA  MIXES 
SCIENCE  AND  ESPIONAGE  IN  TIMELY 
FASHION. 

"Television  Spy"  rises  considerably  above 
the  average  B  programmer.  Its  fifty-eight 
minutes  are  packed  with  suspense,  and  the 
timeliness  of  its  subject  will  lift  it  over 
any  rough  spots.  It  opens  with  the  dis- 
covery by  William  Henry  of  a  television 
broadcaster  which  will  carry  television 
waves  farther  than  the  present  fifty-mile 
limit.  His  research  is  carried  on  under 
the  sponsorship  of  William  Collier,  Sr., 
who  does  himself  credit  in  a  grouchy  rich 
man's  role.  After  weeks  of  work  in  a 
secret  laboratory,  William  Henry  and  Dick 
Randolph,  with  Collier  looking  on,  per- 
fect their  invention  and  each  experiment 
takes  their  broadcasts  farther  west.  They 
aim  to  perfect  the  instrument  and  turn 
it  over  to  the  U.  S.  governmnet.  Spy  in- 
terference enters  in  the  form  of  Dorothy 
Tree,  Collier's  old  friend,  who  is  revealed 
as  a  foreign  agent,  and  who,  by  working 
through  Minor  Watson,  Collier's  former 
partner,  and  Anthony  Quinn,  Collier's  but- 
ler, is  able  to  steal  the  plans  and  set  up 
a  similar  instrument.  By  an  accident 
the  two  sets  cross  waves  and  reveal 
each  other.  The  discovery  of  the 
second  instrument  arouses  suspicion  at 
Collier's  laboratory  and  finally  brings  about 
the  arrest  of  the  thieves  and  spies.  A 
mild  long-distance  romance  also  results 
between  Watson's  daughter,  Judith  Barrett, 
and  William  Henry.  The  scienific  angle 
of  the  Endre  Bohem  story  is  so  engrossing 
that  the  human  side  takes  second  place. 
All  the  cast,  however,  performed  well 
what  was  given  them.  Director  Edward 
Dmytryk  handled  the  plot  pointedly  for 
suspense  and  scientific  complexities.  Hor- 
ace McCoy,  William  R.  Lipman,  and  Lillie 
Hayward  delivered  a  tight  and  logical 
screenplay.  Unusual  shots  through  the  small 
"television"  screens  were  photographed  by 
Harry    Fischbeck. 

CAST:  William  Henry,  Judith  Barrett, 
William  Collier,  Sr.,  Anthony  Quinn,  Rich- 
ard Denning,  John  Eldredge,  Dorothy  Tree, 
Morgan  Conway,  Minor  Watson,  Byron 
Foulser. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Edward 
T.  Lowe;  Director,  Edward  Dmytryk;  Story 
bv  Endre  Bohem;  Screenplay,  Horace  Mc- 
Coy, William  R.  Lipman,  and  Lillie  Hay- 
ward;  Cameraman,  Harry  Fischbeck;  Art 
Directors,  Hans  Dreier  and  Franz  Bache- 
lin;  Film  Editor,  Anne  Bauchens;  Sound, 
Gene   Merritt  and   Gene   Garvin. 

DIRECTION,  Suspenseful.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


"Mystic  Circle  Murder" 

with    Robert   Fiske,    Betty    Compson 
Merit   Pictures  69  Mins. 

HOKUM  MELLER  RATES  AS  FAIR  PRO- 
GRAMMER FOR  SMALL  NABES. 

Strictly  a  program  offering,  this  release 
will  serve  as  a  filler  in  the  small  nabes. 
It  has  plenty  of  hokum,  a  fair  amount  of 
action  and  an  adequate  cast  that  strug- 
gles hard  with  the  sketchy  material  used 
as  a  story  background.  Betty  Compson, 
Robert  Fiske,  Helene  Le  Berthon  and  Ar- 
thur Gardner  fill  the  principal  roles.  Story 
deals  with  Fiske's  spiritualist  racket,  which 
he  uses  to  mulct  innocent  clients  of  large 
sums  of  money.  Miss  Le  Berthon  gets 
mixed  up  with  Fiske  and  he  suggests  she 
go  to  Egypt  when  the  police  and  news- 
papers get  on  his  trail.  Gardner,  a  demon 
reporter,  who  is  enamored  of  Miss  Le 
Berthon,  also  arrives  in  Egypt.  Fiske  im- 
mediately advises  his  client  to  go  to 
India,  and  Gardner  ends  the  world  tour 
when  he  catches  up  with  them  there. 
Madame  Harry  Houdini,  widow  of  the 
late  noted  magician,  makes  a  brief  appear- 
ance in  the  film  to  deliver  a  warning 
against   fake   mediums. 

CAST:  Betty  Compson,  Robert  Fiske, 
Helene  Le  Berthon,  Arthur  Gardner,  David 
Kerman,    Robert   Fraza. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Continental  Pic- 
tures; Direction,  Screenplay  and  Original 
Story,   Frank   O'Connor. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, 0.   K. 


All-Negro  Film  to  Open 

Bryant  Productions  has  completed 
an  all-Negro  film  entitled,  "George 
Washington  Carver,"  based  on  the 
life  of  the  noted  Negro  scientist. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  a  Broad- 
way opening  the  latter  part  of  this 
month. 


Will  Air  20th  Century-Fox's 
'Drums'  on  Kate  Smith  Prog'm 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ciation  with  Young  &  Rubicam. 
Bacher  has  been  working  on  the  idea 
for  some  time. 

If  the  dramatization  is  effective  it 
is  believed  deals  will  be  made  by 
the  leading  motion  picture  companies 
to  have  certain  of  their  big  pictures 
dramatized  and  made  a  part  of  cur- 
rent air  shows. 

It  is  reported  that  Louella  Par- 
sons figures  in  the  plan  and  may  pre- 
sent data  in  connection  with  the  pic- 
ture being  dramatized. 


W.    Donn    Hayes. 

DIRECTION,       Fine. 
Expert. 


PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Brobuck  Experiencing 

Biggest  6  Months'  Biz 

Detroit — Increased  commercial  film 
business  will  give  Brobuck,  Inc.,  pro- 
ducing organization  here,  its  biggest 
six  months  for  the  period  ending  Dec. 
31,  according  to  William  Alley,  script 
manager.  Major  new  accounts  are: 
Kelvinator  Division  of  Nash  Kelvina- 
tor;  Firestone  Tire  Company;  J.  I. 
Case  Co.,  Racine,  Wise,  tractor  man- 
ufacturers; Household  Finance  Cor- 
poration, Chicago;  Gates  Rubber 
Company,  Denver;  Plymouth  Divi- 
sion and  Chrysler  Service  Divisions 
of  Chrysler. 

To  handle  the  increased  volume  of 
production,  a  new  script  writer,  Mer- 
rill Sweetman,  has  been  added  to  the 
staff. 


"Slapsie  Maxie's" 
(Broadway  Brevity)    &• 
Warners  17  mins. 

Sure-Fire  Fun 

Equipped  with  a  slick  screenplay 
which  packs  laughs  galore,  this  two- 
reeler  is  sure-fire  with  anyone  who 
has  a  sense  of  humor.  Appeal,  be- 
cause it's  a  pugilistic  yarn,  is  strong- 
ly toward  the  male  gender.  Maxie 
Rosenbloom,  Johnnie  "Scat"  Davis, 
Frank  Faylen,  Gulley  Richards,  and 
Tommy  Reilly  are  perfectly  cast. 
Story  recounts  how  Johnnie  Davis' 
footwork,  as  a  waiter,  captures  the 
imaginative  fancy  of  Maxie  Rosen- 
bloom,  night  club  proprietor.  That 
very  night,  following  a  quick  knock- 
out of  his  adversary,  the  champ 
comes  into  the  joint,  but  is  knocked- 
out  accidentally  by  "Scat"  Davis 
who  has  too  carelessly  wielded  a 
tray.  Onlookers  believe  the  k.o.  was 
legit,  and  Davis  is  forced  into  a  bout 
with  the  champ.  What  happens  in 
the  roped  arena  is  a  salvo  of  fun. 
Noel  Smith  directed  this  short,  and 
it's  a  good  job. 


"Going  Places" 


Universal 


9  Mins. 


Bird  Life 


An  unusual  short,  this  study  of 
odd  birds  photographed  in  their  natu- 
ral habitat  should  interest  all  nature 
lovers.  Probably  of  all  the  birds  in 
the  Western  hemisphere  the  toucan 
is  the  queerest.  The  size  of  the  tou- 
can's beak  has  been  a  scientific  won- 
der ever  since  the  bird  was  first  seen 
by  ornothologists.  We  see  macaws, 
whooping  cranes,  owls,  Canadian 
geese,  cormorants,  owls,  Canadian 
number  of  other  species.  It  is  par- 
ticularly interesting  to  watch  the 
pelicans,  awkward  and  ungainly  on 
land,  they  are  among  the  most  grace- 
ful feathered  performers  in  the  world 
when  they  take  to  the  air. 


"Crop  Chasers" 

(Color  Rhapsody) 

Technicolor  7  54  Mins. 

Enjoyable  Offering 

Filmed  in  Technicolor  under  the  di- 
rection of  Ub  Iwerks,  with  music  by 
Eddie  Kilfeather  and  musical  direc- 
tion by  Joe  De  Nat,  footage  deals 
with  a  flock  of  militant,  hungry  and 
well-organized  crows  who  devour  a 
farmer's  crops  so  brazenly  that  the 
poor  man  readily  gives  two  itinerant 
scarecrows  employment.  The  new 
employes  are  no  help,  but  when  a 
young  crow  falls  down  a  well,  the 
scarecrows  rescue  him.  As  a  rewai'd 
and  peace  offering  the  flock  of 
feathered  raiders  bring  back  the 
farmer's  crops  and  respect  the  scare- 
crows. Cartoon  fans  will  enjoy  the 
offering. 


Friday,  October  13,  1939 
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4A  UNIONS  HUDDLING 
TO  END  TELE  DISPUTE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  seen  as  a  factor  in  speeding  a 
settlement. 

While  there  has  been  no  official  in- 
tiny  'on  of  the  winner,  the  fact  that 
Equ'.y's  salary  scale  ruling  this  week 
in  the  instance  of  an  NBC  show  went 
unchallenged  is  accepted  as  indicat- 
ing Equity  has  a  definite  lead. 
Equity,  too,  has  claimed  the  field 
since  its  inception. 

The  Equity  ruling  calling  for  a  full 
week's  salary  for  each  performer  of 
a  new  Max  Gordon  show  who  would 
appear  on  the  telecast  caused  the 
Gordon  office  to  cancel  its  plans  duo 
to  the  cost.  But,  it  is  pointed  out  that 
NBC  has  ambitious  television  plans 
for  the  fall  and  winter,  and  a  num- 
ber of  stage  producers  are  interested 
in  the  medium,  with  NBC  and  the 
producers  certain  to  use  their  influ- 
ence to  speed  a  settlement. 

Adjustment  of  the  dispute  would 
enable  a  new  code  to  be  drawn  up 
covering  wage  scales  and  working 
conditions,  which  would  in  all  prob- 
ability pave  the  way  for  producing 
shows  on  television  programs  at  a 
commensurate  cost  until  sponsorship 
is  forthcoming,  it  is  said. 

Fluctuating  Voltage  Causes 
Uneven  Sound  Reproduction 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Wide  fluctuation  of 
AC  voltage  in  theaters  is  causing 
uneven  sound  reproduction  which 
erroneously  has  been  attributed  to 
lack  of  uniformity  in  recording,  it  is 
indicated  by  a  checkup  just  com- 
pleted by  Warners'  studio  sound  de- 
partment headed  by  Maj.  Nathan 
Levinson.       Situation    was     studied 

,  after  exhibitors  had  lodged  com- 
plaints with  various  studios. 

Examination  proved  that  prints 
are  uniformly  satisfactory  and  fur- 

:  ther  study  of  the  problem  shows  that 
the  condition  is  common  to  most  the- 
aters  in  the  United  States,  according 

I  to  service  engineers.  Most  of  the 
trouble  seems  to  occur  in  the  de  luxe 
first-run  houses  which  are  usually 
located  in  sections  where  there  is  a 
heavy  electrical  load  variation.  Con- 
dition can  be  corrected  through  in- 
stallation of  voltage  regulators  of 
the  instantaneous  type,  it  is  stated. 


Rebuild  Burned  House 

St.  John,  N.  B.— The  Gaiety,  Fred- 
ericton,  destroyed  by  fire  last  June 
has  been  rebuilt  and  opened  by  W. 
W.  0.  Fenety. 


Friday,  the  13th 

Today   is   Friday   the   13th. 

But  there  are  compensations. 

It's    Donald    Duck's    birthday. 

Television  marks  the  Golden  Jubilee  by 
NBC's  telecast  (8:30-9:30  p.m.)  of  parts 
of  Edison's  "The  Kiss"  and  "The  Creat 
Train  Robbery." 

And  the  third  of  the  "Information 
Please"  shorts  for  RKO  Pathe  starts 
shooting  at  2  p.m.  at  Fox  Movietone 
Studios. 


Neb.  Exhib.  Gets  Writ  to  Block  Hummy  Smell 

Grand  Island,  Neb. — W.  N.  Youngclaus,  of  the  Island  here,  does  not  blame  the 
smell  in  his  house  on  bad  Hollywood  product.  Instead,  he  went  to  court  and  got 
himself  an  injunction  against  a  butcher  next  door  who  had  the  bad  habit  of  smoking 
meats  in  the  vacant  lot  just  back  of  the  theater.  Ham-hickory  scents  are  oke  at  meal 
times,  said  the  judge,  but  they  don't  fit  with  talking  pictures,  so  the  injunction  was 
granted. 


65  St.  Louis  Independent 
Theaters  Face  Strike  Threat 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

ploy  about  300  members  of  the  union. 

The  present  scale  for  ushers  and 
janitors  is  35  cents  an  hour  in  the 
second-run  houses  and  39  cents  an 
hour  in  the  first-runs.  The  union  is 
seeking  50  cents  an  hour  in  the  sec- 
ond-runs and  54  cents  in  the  first- 
runs. 

The  scale  for  cashiers  and  ticket 
takers  is  now  40  cents  an  hour  in  the 
second-runs  and  44  cents  in  the  first- 
run  houses.  The  union  is  asking  that 
the  scale  be  upped  for  these  workers 
to  55  cents  in  the  second-run  houses 
and  59  cents  in  the  first-run  houses. 

Meanwhile,  efforts  to  settle  the  dis- 
pute between  Local  143,  operators, 
and  F  &  M  involving  projectionists  in 
six  of  the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 
houses  have  failed.  A  general  strike 
is  possible,  union  execs,  infer. 

Picture  Under  5,000  Feet 
Not  a  Feature  in  Australia 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sold  to  them  aa  features  which  are 
under  the  prescribed  5,000  feet,  al- 
though many  of  them  have  been 
cut  to  under  that  length  by  the 
Commonwealth  censor. 

The  N.S.W.  MPEA  executives,  who 
have  considered  complaints  on  the 
subject,  have  advised  exhibitors  to 
refuse  delivery  of  films  under  5,000 
feet;  if  the  distributor  charges  rent 
to  refuse  to  pay  it,  and  if,  through 
a  misunderstanding  as  to  length, 
the  exhib.  has  accepted,  played  and 
paid  for  the  film,  to  demand  a  sub- 
stantial  rebate   on  the  rental. 

James  Heads  Chi.  Bookers 

Chicago — H.  D.  James  of  United 
Artists  has  been  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  Chicago  Bookers'  Club. 
Other  officers  elected  were  Charley 
Davidson,  B  &  K  vice-president;  Joe 
Abramson  and  Joe  Stout,  secretaries; 
Frank  Nardi,  Republic,  treasurer, 
and  Oscar  Bernstein,  United  Artists, 
sergeant-at-arms. 

Resume  Hearing  Today 

Hearing  before  the  State  Labor 
Relations  Board  of  the  TMAT- 
Nelson-Renner-Endicott  case  will  be 
resumed  today.  Hearing  started 
Tuesday,  but  an  adjournment  of  one 
day  was  ordered  Wednesday  night 
when  it  had  not  been  completed. 

Rogers  at  Ark.  ITO  Meet 

Little  Rock,  Ark.— Roy  Rogers,  Re- 
public's Western  star,  will  appear  at 
the  semi-annual  convention  of  the 
Ark.  ITO  here  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day. Exhibitors  will  be  guests  of  the 
Arkansas  Livestock  show  in  North 
Little  Rock  following  the  business 
session. 


Philbrook,  Gen'l  Chairman 
for  W.  Pa.  MPTO  Conclave 
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nounced  yesterday  by  President 
Morris   Rosenberg. 

Charles  S.  Philbrook  is  general 
chairman,  assisted  by  this  General 
Convention   Committee : 

Samuel  Gould,  M.  Serventi,  Nor- 
man C.  Huhn,  R.  Allison,  Fred  A. 
Beedle,  Alex  S.  Moore,  William  Fin- 
kel,  H.  Goldberg,  G.  M.  Purcell,  N. 
A.  Malanos,  Peter  Profili,  Wm.  Gray, 
J.  G.  Carruthers,  Larry  Pugilia,  Miss 
C.  R.  Cupler,  Harry  Stahl,  Archie 
Fineman,  Werner  Lund,  John  C. 
Bixler,  F.  H.  McKnight,  Robert  S. 
Higgins,  Jean  Angeli,  Nathan  Rosen, 
Speer   Marousis,  J.  J.   McFadden. 

Other    committees    named    were: 

Resolutions — I.  Roth,  Chairman;  George 
Corcoran,    E.    H.    Goldberg,    A.    P.    Way. 

Entertainment — Carl  A.  Poke,  Chairman; 
Harry  W.  Walker,  Sam  Fleishman,  E.  T. 
Beedle,  Al  Glazer,  Floyd  Bender,  M.  A. 
Rosenberg. 

Grievance — Frank  Panoplos,  Chairman;  Wm. 
J.  Walker,  Harry  Fleishman,  J.  B.  Kane, 
Peter  Antonoplos,  Morris  Roth,  Gilbert  Gell- 
man. 

Ways  and  Means — Joseph  Gellman,  Chairman ; 
Dr.  C.  E.  Herman^  Harry  Hendel,  Bennett 
Amdur.  Wm.  R.  Wheat,  Jr.,  Charles  R.  Blatt. 
Herman  Stahl.  J.  H.  Rankin,  F.  H.  King, 
Theo.  Mikolowsky,  Bart  Dattola,  John  C. 
Friburg.    John    Oglietti,    Oliver    A.    Kihchel. 

Publicity — M.  N.  Shapiro,  Chairman;  Harry 
Rachiele.  Jake  Soltz,  Rudolph  Navari,  H.  L. 
Shearer,    R.    F.    Klingensmith. 

Richmond  Talks  Distrib. 

Deals  With  Major,  Mono. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  the  release  of  four  action  pictures 
in  color  and  with  a  major  company 
for  the  release  of  three  Spanish  lan- 
guage pictures,  all  of  which  will  be 
made  on  the  Coast. 

Richmond  said  yesterday  that  his 
deal  with  Monogram  was  in  the  final 
stages  of  closing  and  that  papers 
may  be  signed  today.  The  Spanish 
language  pact  is  expected  to  be  con- 
summated within  a  few  days,  he  said. 

Movie  Quiz  Suit  Withdrawn 

Action  brought  by  Edward  J. 
Pfeiffer  against  Edward  Churchill 
and  Donahue  &  Coe,  Inc.  charging 
plagiarism  in  connection  with  the 
Movie  Quiz  Contest  which  played  so 
important  a  part  in  the  industry 
campaign,  "Motion  Pictures'  Greatest 
Year"  has  been  withdrawn  without 
cost  on  application  by  Pfeiffer's  at- 
torneys. 

C.  W.  Rackliffe  Dead 

Holyoke,  Mass. — Charles  W.  Rack- 
liffe, 79,  who  for  many  years  oper- 
ated theaters  locally,  and  in  Spring- 
field and  Northampton,  is  dead  here. 
He  owned  the  Suffolk  and  Majestic 
Theaters  in  this  city,  leasing  both  to 
Boston  interests  several  years  ago. 
He  also  formerly  leased  the  Academy 
of  Music  in  Northampton  and  the 
Bijou  in  Springfield. 


EXPECT  SWISS  MARKET 
GAINS  FOR  U.S.  FILMS 
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likely  to  put  a  new  complexion  on 
the  worries  which  U.  S.  companies 
recently  had  with  respect  to  whether 
their  allotments  might  not  be  cur- 
tailed by  the  Swiss  Film  Chamber, 
in  order  to  provide  greater  commer- 
cial opportunity  to  native  distribu- 
tors. 

Considerable  misconception  has 
attended  the  operation  of  U.  S.  com- 
panies in  this  country,  which  an- 
nually is  a  source  of  close  to  $1,- 
000,000  in  revenue  for  American  in- 
terests importing  exposed  film. 
Chiefly,  the  warped  idea  that  the 
Swiss  market  is  not  particularly  fer- 
tile for  the  U.  S.  organizations  is 
because  the  value  of  imports  from 
the  U.  S.  of  exposed  film  of  all  kinds 
is  given  in  terms  of  the  insurance 
value  of  the  footage. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1939, 
the  U.  S.  had  46.49  per  cent  by  titles 
imported.  Germany  was  next  with 
26.09  per  cent,  and  France  followed 
with  21.07. 

American  distributors  figured  as 
a  group  will  be  entitled,  in  practice, 
to  bring  351  films  into  Switzerland 
this  year. 

Broadway's  Holiday  Pix 

Business  Runs  Ahead 
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Hall,  where  UA-Selznick's  "Inter- 
mezzo, A  Love  Story"  is  in  its  second 
week,  was  described  as  "marvelous,1' 
and  this  adjective  or  its  relative  syno- 
nyms were  used  to  describe  business 
at  several  of  the  other  top  stands, 
including  the  Capitol,  housing 
M-G-M's  timely  "Thunder  Afloat"; 
the  Strand,  with  "Dust  Be  My  Des- 
tiny," plus  Ann  Sheridan  in  person; 
the  Rivoli,  offering  "Jamaica  Inn," 
the  Charles  Laughton  vehicle  re- 
leased by  Paramount;  and  the  Para- 
mount, where  "What  a  Life"  is  hold- 
ing forth;  and  the  Roxy,  showing 
Walter  Wanger's-UA  success,  "Eter- 
nally Yours." 

Other  houses  also  reported  strong 
business,  especially  the  Astor,  where 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  is  in  its  fifth 
month;  and  the  Rialto  housing  "All 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front,"  of  Uni- 
versal. 


Ettinger  Joins  "U" 

Indianapolis  —  Milton  Ettinger, 
formerly  with  Grand  National,  joins 
Universal  here  as  office  manager 
and  head  booker.  He  succeeds  Wil- 
liam Sherman,  who  has  succeeded 
Abe  Kaufman,  as  salesman.  Kauf- 
man will  devote  his  time  to  the 
operation  of  his  Fountain  Theater 
in  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 


For   the   Red  Cross 

The  Red  Cross  Christmas  Seal  Drive 
this  year  will  have  what  it  takes, 
with  Ann  Sheridan,  Warner's  chief  ex- 
ponent of  oomph,  to  make  a  trailer  foi 
the   Drive,    it   was   learned   yesterday. 


GREATEST 
OF  ALL 


EASTMAN 
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PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  all  difficult  shots 

It  \<  K4.ICOI  M»-\ 

for  bnvky  rounds  and  avneral  exterior  work 


"' 


IN  the  fifty  years  since  Eastman  supplied 
the  film  for  the  world's  first  movies,  there 
have  been  many  great  Kodak  emulsions 
designed  especially  for  the  motion  picture 
industry.  . . .  Greatest  of  all  are  Eastman 
Plus-X,  Super-XX,  and  Background-X  .  . . 
loday's  ruling  favorites  in  the  studio  and 
on  location.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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D  of  J  Not  Sidetracking  Equity  Suit,  Says  Williams 

NEW  COURSE  OF  ACTIONlN  REFORMS  INTROSPECT 


Philly's  Indies  Would  Eliminate  "Causes  of  Dualling 


// 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

RKO  In  Spotlight 

=      By  L.  H.  MITCHELL     = 


DOMESTIC 

DISTRIBUTORS:  Judge  William 
Bondy  demanded  definite  progress 
in  RKO  Radio's  reorganization,  fol- 
lowing drafting  of  a  new  RKO  un- 
derwriting proposal  by  Atlas  Corp. 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  v.-p.  in  charge 
of  distribution,  announced  sales  de- 
partment reorganization,  with  Jules 
Levy,  general  sales  manager,  retir- 
ing, Depinet  absorbing  his  duties, 
and  Andy  W.  Smith  made  Eastern 
sales  manager.  ...  At  the  week-end 
Universal  was  talking  a  pact  with 
Levy.  .  .  Leon  Netter,  v.-p.  of  Para. 
Theaters  Service  Corp.,  stated  that 
Paramount  partners  were  100  per 
cent  in  favor  of  extending  playing 

time   of  big  pictures. 

*  *         * 

EXHIBITORS:  MPTOA  board  re- 
ported set  to  take  up  exhib.  relief 
i  measures  at  its  Sulphur  Springs 
meeting  Oct.  23-24.  .  .  .  Max  A. 
Cohen,  prexy  of  N.  Y.  Allied,  indi- 
cated he  would  not  attend  the  Syra- 
cuse Allied  meeting  tomorrow  when 
a  showdown  on  unit's  future  status 

is   expected. 

*  *         * 

UNIONS:  IATSE,  out  to  unionize 
New  York  City  theaters  100  per 
cent,  started  ball  rolling  by  char- 
tering ushers  and  doormen's  unions 
in  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx.  .  .  . 
IA  also  won  a  10  per  cent  wage 
increase  for  newsreel  cameramen 
in  a  tentative  agreement  with  pro- 
ducers. .  .  .  AAAA  unions  were  re- 
ported conferring  in  an  effort  _  to 
end  the  question  of  which  union 
should  have  jurisdiction  over  tele- 
vision, with  Actors  Equity  expected 
to  win  out. 

VARIOUS  FRONTS:  Georgia 
Court  of  Appeals  ruled  Sunday 
movies,  even  for  charity,  illegal.  .  .  . 
Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  prexy,  de- 
clared organized  support  of  the 
Allied-backed  Neely  bill  was  fading. 


No  Formal  Vote  Taken,  But 

"Conclusion"  Results 

from  3-Hour  Meet 

Philadelphia — After  a  three-hour 
discussion  Friday  on  the  pros  and 
cons  of  double  features,  some  60 
exhibitors  at  an  open  meeting,  called 
by  the  local  Allied  unit,  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  eliminate  the 
causes  that  bring  about  dualling. 

No  formal  vote,  Sidney  Samuelson, 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

ORANGElNTKRUST 
CASE  IS  DISMISSED 


At  the  request  of  counsel  for 
Orange  County  Theaters,  Inc.,  the 
$225,000  anti-trust  suit  against  five 
major  companies  was  dismissed  by 
Judge  J.  W.  Clancy  on  Friday.  The 
case  involved  the  Academy  Theater, 
Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  which  charged 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

AGVA  in  Closed  Shop  Pact 
with  Singer's  Chi.  Circuit 

Chicago — The  American  Guild  of 
Variety  Artists  office  in  this  city  has 
signed  a  closed  shop  contract  with 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


LEVY  MAY  BE 
"U"  PRODUCER 

Former  Sales  Exec.   Going 
to  Coast  This  Week 


Jules  Levy,  former  RKO  general 
sales  manager,  plans  to  leave  for  the 
Coast  late  this  week.  It  is  reported 
that  he  will  sound  out  the  possibili- 
ties of  entering  the  production  field, 
having  discussed  the  subject  with 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  president  of  Uni- 
versal. Levy  admitted  over  the  week- 
end that  negotiations  with  Universal 
had  been  held,  but  added  that  a  def- 
inite deal  had  not  been  closed.  From 
other  sources  it  was  said  that  Levy 
may  head  a  Universal  production 
unit. 


Election  of  Officers  Opens 
SMPE  Convention  Today 

With  every  indication  at  the  week- 
end pointing  to  the  highest  registra- 
tion in  recent  years,  the  SMPE  Fall 
convention  opens  today  at  the  Hotel 
Pennsylvania.  Arrivals  include  an 
unusually  large  West  Coast  delega- 
tion. 

Spanning  four  days,  the  conven- 
tion program  calls  for  the  presenta- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


New  York  Equity  Suit  Remains  First 
Concern  of  D  of  J,  Says  Murphy  Aide 


Griffith  Co.  Reply  Brief 

Must  be  Filed  by  Friday 

Oklahoma  City— Federal  Judge 
Edgar  S.  Vaught  has  given  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  until  Fri- 
day to  file  its  reply  brief  in  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  anti-trust  action 
against  the  Griffith  circuits  and  ma- 
jor distributors. 

Defense    legal    line-up    has    been 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


The  New  York  equity  suit  remains 
the  first  concern  of  the  Department 
of  Justice  and  there  has  been  no 
change  in  the  Government's  order  of 
legal  atack  on  the  film  industry,  it 
was  asserted  here  Friday  by  Paul 
Williams,  special  assistant  to  the 
Attorney   General. 

Taking  cognizance  of  published  re- 
ports that  the  Department  had  re- 
vamped its  strategy,  Williams  said 
emphatically  that  there  was  no  truth 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Plan   May  Evolve  at  MPTOA 

Board  Meeting;  Rodgers 

Expected  to  Attend 

Expected  presence  of  William  F. 
Rodgers  at  the  MPTOA  board  of  di- 
rectors meting  in  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  W.  Va.,  next  week  gave  rise 
to  the  belief,  over  the  week-end,  that 
a  new  course  of  action  towards  uni- 
form trade  reforms  may  be  attempt- 
ed. Rodgers,  who  was  a  key  man  in 
the  Code  negotiations,  is  expected 
to  discuss  current  trade  problems 
with  the  directors  and  may  outline 
some  sort  of  plan  for  united  action. 

A  number  of  important  issues  for 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

SKOURAS  THEATER  BIZ 
HERE  SHOWS  40%  GAIN 


Business  in  Skouras'  New  York 
City  theaters  is  running  about  40 
p.c.  ahead  of  the  corresponding  period 
last  year,  according  to  Dillon  Krepps, 
district  manager.  Krepps  gives  par- 
tial credit  for  the  rise  in  patronage 
to  the  run  of  big  pictures  released 
by  all  companies.  He  also  indicated 
that  a  decrease  in  unemployment 
might  be   a  factor. 


Exhibs.  in  Court  Seeking 

5th  Local  306  Arbitrator 


Attorneys  representing  New  York 
City  exhibitors  and  Local  306  ap- 
peared Friday  before  Judge  Crane, 
chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
pursuant  to  the  application  made  by 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"War  Communique" 

London  (By  Cable) — There's  a  mili- 
tary note  to  trade  advertising  these  war 
days. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  heading  its 
advertising  copy  in  the  local  trades, 
"War  Communique,"  adding  a  figure  to 
identify  the  number  as  is  military  cus- 
tom. 

"Have  Your  Artillery  Fire  on  the  20th 
Century-Fox  Front"  is  another  company- 
coined  selling  slogan. 
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(.QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low    Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 11         11         11       —     J/8 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    73/8       71/4       71/4  —     % 
Columbia   Picts.    pfd..    18         18         18      —     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.    Kodak    155       154      154      —     1A 

do  pfd 157       157       157         

Cen.  Th.  Eq 11%     113/4     11%   +     % 

Loew's,  Inc 333,4     33  Vi     33%  —     3/8 

Paramount    7}4       7%       1%   +     % 

Paramount   1st   pfd...   79'/8     79        79      —     l/2 
Paramount  2nd  pfd...     Z%       83^       8%  —     % 

Pathe    Film    11         103^     10%   +     3/g 

RKO    15/8       ]5/8       i5/8   4.     l/8 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    14%     13%     13%  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24        24         24         

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 67         67         67+2 

Warner  Bros 41/4       4%       4%  —     % 

do  pfd 43         43         43       —  2 

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.   3y2s46.  .   98         97'/2     98       -f-     % 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  82         82         82 
NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    11%     11%     11%  +     14 

Trans-Lux  13/8       1  y4       1 1/4     


Ford  Sterling  Dies 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Ford  Sterling,  55,  vet- 
eran comedian,  died  Friday  night  at 
the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  after 
an  illness  of  more  than  a  year.  He 
was  born  in  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  and  en- 
tered motion  pictures  in  1912. 


SAFETY    LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh    Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


■  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Goodbye,   Mr.   Chips    (Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer) — 23rd  week Astor 

Intermezzo:   A  Love  Story    (United   Artists-S-I) — 2nd   week Music    Hall 

Dust    Be    My    Destiny    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 2nd    week Strand 

U-Boat  29  (Columbia  Pictures)— 2nd  week Globe 

All  Quiet  on   the  Western   Front    (Universal    Pictures) — 2nd   week    (d) Rialto 

Jamaica     Inn     (Paramount    Pictures-Mayflower) Rivoli 

What  a   Life    (Paramount   Pictures) Paramount 

Thunder    Afloat    ( Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Capitol 

Hollywood    Cavalcade    (20th    Century-Fox) Roxy 

Fast    and     Furious     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Criterion 

Manhattan    Shakedown     (Syndicate     Pictures)      (a) Central 

Desperate   Trails    (Universal    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Nurse    Edith    Cavell    (RKO    Radio    Pictures-Wilcox)     (a-b) Palace 

Here   I  Am  a  Stranger   (20th   Century-Fox)    (a-b) Palace 

Ireland's  Border  Line    (William   Alexander) Belmont 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The   End  of  a   Day    (Juno   Films) — 6th   week Filmarte 

Harvest    (French   Cinema  Center) — 3rd  week World 

Affair   La    Font,    The    (Trans-Atlantic    Film) — 2nd    week Little    Carnegie 

Why   This   War    (Jewel    Productions) — 2nd   week Cameo 

Rasputin    (Concord   Films)     55th    St.    Playhouse 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Babes  in  Arms   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Oct.   19 Capitol 

Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington   (Columbia   Pictures) — Oct.   19 Music   Hall 

Those   High  Gray  Walls   (Columbia   Pictures) — Oct.   19 Criterion 

On  Your  Toes   (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — Oct.  20 Strand 

The   Witness   Vanishes    (Universal    Pictures) — Oct.    21 Rialto 

Disputed    Passage    (Paramount    Pictures) — Oct.    25 Paramount 

Rio    (Universal    Pictures)    (c) Globe 

First    Love    (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rivoli 

Espionage    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Oct.    19    (a-b) Palace 

The    Under-Pup    (Universal    Pictures) — Oct.    19    (a-b) Palace 

Merrole    Efrose    (Rebush) — Oct.    19 Cameo 

Ultimatum     (J.    H.    Hoffberg)     (c) World 


(a)    Dual   bill.  (b)    Subsequent   run. 


(c)    Follows  current  bill. 


(d)    Revival. 


Privy  Council  Rules  Song  $75,000  Ad  Campaign  Will 

and  Film  Are  Things  Apart     Back  Para.  "Passage,"  "Sea" 


London  (By  Cable) — Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  which 
in  July  dismissed  the  appeal  of 
Francis  Day  &  Hunter,  Ltd.,  in  a 
copyright  action  against  20th-Fox 
arising  out  of  the  use  of  the  title, 
"The  Man  Who  Broke  the  Bank  at 
Monte  Carlo,"  finally  handed  down 
its  opinion  late  last  week. 

Case,  in  which  Famous  Players 
Canadian  was  also  named  for  hav- 
ing exhibited  the  20th-Fox  produc- 
tion, was  of  wide  industry  import- 
ance because  of  the  important  points 
raised. 

Claim  for  damages  was  made  un- 
der three  heads. 

Dealing  with  the  first,  of  in- 
fringement of  performing  rights  in 
the  song,  the  Judicial  Committee 
found  that  the  issue  failed  both  in 
law  and  in  fact,  because  the  title- 
holders  had  failed  to  publish  on 
each  copy  of  the  song  the  notice 
required  by  the  Copyright  Act  of 
1882.  Committee  added  it  was  "ab- 
horrent to  common  sense"  to  sug- 
gest that  the  mere  use  of  the  title 
meant  the  song  had  been  performed 
in  the  film. 

Contention  of  infringement  of  lit- 
erary copyright  failed,  the  opinion 
by  Lord  Wright  asserted,  because 
the  complaint  that  the  title  had  been 
copied  was  "too  insubstantial."  Lord 
Wright,  for  a  parallel,  commented 
it  would  be  said  that  the  title, 
"Adam,"  applied  to  a  work  of  sta- 
tuary, would  be  infringed  if  that 
were  the  title  of  a  novel. 

Finally,  as  to  the  complaint  that 
the  pix  had  been  "passed  off"  as  a 
performance  of  the  song,  the  judi- 
cial committee  held  it  was  incon- 
ceivable that  anybody  going  to  see 


National  newspaper  and  magazine 
ad  campaign,  encompassing  a  reader 
circulation  of  approximately  20,000,- 
000  through  the  medium  of  key  city 
newspapers,  national  publications, 
trade  and  fan  publications,  will  be 
undertaken  by  Paramount  on  behalf 
of  "Disputed  Passage"  and  "Rulers 
of  the  Sea,"  Robert  M.  Gillham,  di- 
rector of  advertising  and  publicity, 
announced  at  the  weekend. 

Opening  shot  in  the  $75,000  cam- 
paign will  coincide  with  the  world 
premiere  of  "Disputed  Passage"  in 
Detroit  on  Thursday.  Additionally, 
"Disputed  Passage"  will  be  backed 
by  extensive  local  co-operative  ad- 
vertising with  their  release  breaking 
day  and  date  with  the  film's  opening 
in  various  cities. 


Sunday  Pix  Issue  to  Fore 

in  Score  of  Penn.  Towns 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Approximately  a 
score  of  Pennsylvania  communities 
will  vote  on  Sunday  movies  at  the 
Nov.   7   elections. 

Closed  Sabbath  forces  are  being 
led  by  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance.  "The 
big  fight  will  come  in  1940,"  Dr. 
W.  B.  Forney,  Alliance  prexy  says. 
That  will  "be  the  earliest  date  when 
communities  that  voted  five  years 
ago  under  the  1935  law  providing 
local  option  on  Sunday  movies  and 
sports  may  ballot  again  on  the  is- 
sue." 


the  film  thought  he  was  going  to 
hear  the  familiar  song.  The  opinion 
stated  the  two  things  were  com- 
pletely different  and  incapable  of 
comparison  in  any  reasonable  sense. 


COfllMG  MID  GOinC 


HERMAN  WOBBER,  20th-Fox  sales  chieftain, 
returned  to  New  York  Saturday  from  the  Mid- 
west. He  is  scheduled  to  leave  for  '  Coast 
Wednesday  for  a   month's  stay. 

ED  KUYKENDALL  left  New  York  ..aturday 
for  Columbus,  Miss. 

N.  L.  NATHANSON  returned  to  Toronto  over 
the   week-end. 

R.    M.  SAVINI,    president    of    Astor    Pictures, 

returned  to    New   York   Saturday   after   a    flying 

trip    to  a     number    of    Coast    and    Midwestern 
cities. 

GEORGE  W.  WEEKS,  Monogram  general  sales 
manager,  left  over  the  week-end  for  a  tour  of 
eight  cities  in  connection  with  "Mutiny  in  the 
Big   House." 

EUGENE  SOLOW,  author  of  the  screenplay  of 
John  Steinbeck's  "Of  Mice  and  Men,"  left  yes- 
terday for  Hollywood  to  assist  director  Lewis 
Milestone  in  the  final  cutting  and  editing  of 
the  picture. 

VICTOR  FORD  COLLINS,  attorney  for  Hal 
Roach  on  the  Coast,  left  yesterday  for  Hollywood 
after  a   10-day  stay  here. 

PHILIP  TANNURA,  cameraman,  left  for  the 
Coast  over  the  week-end. 

K.  F.  MORGAN,  Erpi  exec,  on  the  Coast,  and 
PETER  MOLE,  of  Mole-Richardson,  Hollywood, 
W.  C.  KUNCSMAN,  SYLVAN  HARRIS.  SMPE 
secretary,  JULIUS  HABER  and  HOWARD  GIL- 
BERT, of  RCA  Photophone,  arrived  over  the 
week-end  to  attend  the  SMPE  convention. 

DR.  LLOYD  JONES,  JOHN  I.  CRABTREE  and 
E.  P.  CURTIS,  of  Eastman  Kodak,  arrived  in 
New  York  Saturday  to  attend  the  SMPE  meet- 
ing. 

LOUIS  M.  CLEMENT,  RCA  Manufacturing  Co. 
vice-president,  MAX  C.  BATSEL,  chief  Photo- 
phone  engineer,  HOMER  B.  SNOOK,  reproducer 
sales  manager,  and  ELLSWORTH  C.  DENT,  edu- 
cational director  of  RCA  Manufacturing  Co., 
arrive  this  morning  for  the  SMPE  convention. 

J.  C.  SERRANO,  Mexican  exhibitor,  is  here 
for   the   SMPE   conclave. 

RUSSELL  MARKERT,  director  of  the  Music 
Hall  Rockettes,  goes  to  St.  Louis  this  week 
on  a  talent  hunt. 

CONSTANCE   BENNETT  is  at   the  Waldorf. 

AKIM  TAMIROFF  and  JOHN  HOWARD  arrive 
in  Detroit  Wednesday  to  be  present  for  premiere 
there  Oct.  19  of  Paramount's  "Disputed 
Passage." 

LEE  PATRICK  leaves  the  Coast  this  week 
with    plans   to   appear   in   a    Broadway  show. 

CHESTER  MORRIS  arrived  from  Hollywood  over 
the  week-end. 

J.  J.  O'CONNOR,  RKO  theater  head,  has  re- 
turned to  New  York  after  conferences  in  Chi- 
cago and  Des  Moines. 


Majors  Will  Continue 

Broadcasts  of  Pix  News 

Major  companies  will  continue  to 
participate  in  the  short  wave  broad- 
casts to  foreign  countries,  it  was 
decided  at  a  meeting  of  foreign  de- 
partment representatives  at  the 
MPPDA   offices   on   Friday. 

A  move  to  cancel  the  nightly 
broadcasts  of  picture  news  was 
killed,  as  the  distributors  believe 
the  programs  are  beneficial  and  the 
costs  are  relatively  small. 


THE  THEATRE 


"A  Hilarious  Scuffle" — Atkinson,  Times 
GEORGE  ABBOTT  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

By   RICHARD   MAIBAUM   and 

HARRY  CLORK 

with    MILTON   BERLE 

Biltmore  Evenings,  8:45 

W.  47th  St.  Mats.,  Wed.  &  Sat. 


a 


AMERICA'S  FIRST  REBEL 
AND  HIS  UNTAMED  BLONDE 
IN  BUCKSKIN . . .  ROARING 
TO  ROMANCE 
IN  RKO  RADIO'S 
STAGGERING  SHOW 
OF  PIONEER  DAYS! 


*m 


THEY  DARED  THE  PERIL  PATH  TO  GLORY  WHEN 
PITTSBURGH  WAS  "WAY  OUT  WEST!"  The  «* 

great  drama  of  America's  first  frontiers  . . .  Told  through  the  romance  of  two  who  stood 
for  all  that  was  American  before  the  Union  was  born!  .  . .  Told  with  a  smash  and  a  pace 
and  a  scope  to  leave  you  breathless  ,  . .  Told  on  a  canvas  stretching  beyond  the  farthest 
horizons  of  spectacle  and  thrill  .  .  .  THE  ACTION  GIANT  OF  THE  YEAR— AND  BO* 
OFFICE  EVERY  INCH!  4  ,, 


fl  % 


it 


starring 


• 


II 


■^^^^ 


CLAIRE  TREVOR  -JOHN  WAYN 

with 

GEORGE  SANDERS  •  BRIAN  DONLEVY  •  WILFRID  LAWSOI 

R  K  O  ROBERT  BARRAT  •  JOBN  F.  BAMILTON  •  MORONI  OLSEN  •  EDBIE  QU1LLAP 

Produced  by  P.  J.  Wolfson  •  Directed  by  William  A.  Seiter 

PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  in  Charge  of  Production 

Screen  Play  by  P.  J.  Wolfson 
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WOULD  ELIMINATE 
'CAUSE  OF  DUALLING' 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

A1'"  d  secretary,  stated,  was  taken. 
M,  ing  came  on  the  heels  of  re- 
port that  Stanley-Warner  would 
meet  double  feature  competition  here 
by  resorting  to  duals  in  nabes. 

Following  the  general  meeting, 
Allied  members  went  into  a  private 
huddle  to  hear  reports  of  commit- 
tees. 


with  PHIL  At.  DALYi 


Election  of  Officers  Opens 
SMPE  Convention  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  of  more  than  50  technical  papers 
and  a  number  of  demonstrations. 
Three  of  the  latter  are  to  be  given 
at  tonight's  session  on  the  World's 
Fair  grounds.  Subjects  of  these  are 
television,  three  dimensional  pictures 
and  "two-channel  recording  and  re- 
producing with  steel  tape." 

First  order  of  business  at  the  open- 
ing session  will  be  the  election  of 
officers  for  1940.  The  terms  of  En- 
gineering Vice-President  L.  A.  Jones, 
Financial  Vice-President  A.  S.  Dick- 
inson, Secretary  J.  Frank,  Jr.,  and 
Treasurer  L.  W.  Davee,  expire  at  the 
end  of  this  year.  Nominees  for  the 
posts  include  Dickinson  and  Frank, 
to  continue  the  same  duties,  D.  E. 
Hyndman,  of  the  Eastman  Kodak 
Co.,  for  Engineering  Vice-President, 
and  R.  0.  Strock,  of  Eastern  Service 
Studios,  Inc.,  for  Treasurer.  Term  of 
President  E.  A.  Williford,  who  is 
presiding,  continues. 

Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia,  will 
welcome  the  delegates  on  behalf  of 
the  city  at  the  informal  get-together 
luncheon  to  be  held  this  noon.  Rep. 
Bruce  Barton  and  W.  G.  Van  Schmus, 
managing  director  of  Radio  City 
Music  Hall,  will  be  honor  guests. 

Climax  of  the  convention  will  be 
the  semi-annual  banquet  and  dance 
Wednesday  night  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hotel's  Grand  Ballroom,  when 
presentation  of  the  annual  Progress 
Medal  and  Journal  Award  will  be 
made.  The  session  will  conclude 
Thursday  with  a  session  in  the  morn- 
ing on  16-millimeter  motion  picture 
equipment,  and  in  the  afternoon  on 
motion  picture  sound  problems. 


Best  wishes  from   THE   FILM    DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 
OCTOBER   16 

Rex  Bell 

Lloyd  Corrigan 

Harry  Rapf 

Mollie  O'Day 

At  C.  Ruben 


T  T  T 

•  •  •  EVERYTHING  is  set  but  the  table for  the  big  Fall  Con- 
ference Beefsteak of  that  relatively  new  but  none  the  less  venerable 

pix   organization the   Picture   Pioneers,   Inc and   next   Friday 

night  is  the  time and  Colbert's,  at   12   East  49th  St.,  is   the   place 

. . On  the  week-end  just  gone the  exec,  committee  pow-wowed 

at  the  Hotel  Astor and  arranged  to  just  plain  wow  the  gents 

at  next  Friday's  gathering Chieftains  Jack  Cohn,  Marvin  Schenck, 

Joe  Hornstein,  Harry  Buxbaum,  Terry  Ramsaye  and  Hal  Hode  assert 
that  they  intend  to  preserve  strict  secrecy re  the  nature  of  the  en- 
tertainment at  the  party 'cause  of  the  "surprise  element"  connected 

with  it Eight  new  members  have  been  accepted  into  the  Pix  Pioneers 

J.  A.  McConville,  Leo  K.  Justin.  C.  S.  Goetz,  Oscar  Binder,  Peter 

Siebel,  Eugene  Meyers,  Harry  F.  Karasik  and  J.  H.  Hoffberg 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     COLUMBIA   expects  50  guests  plus at  the  gala 

luncheon  the  company  is  tendering  jointly  today  with  CBS  in  the 

South  Lounge  of  the  Rainbow  Room,  in  Rockefeller  Center 

in  honor  of  H.  V.  Kaltenborn radio  news  analyst  who  makes 

his  feature  pix  debut  in  the  Columbia-Capra  classic,  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  Washington".  .  .     •  Exhibs.  at  the  shooting  of  the  third 

"Information  Please"  short  of  RKO-Pathe in  the  local  Fox 

Movietone  Studio  Friday  were Lawrence  Bolognino,  Irving 

Dollinger,  Arthur  Mayer,  Abraham   Leff,   Charles   Moss,   Milton 

Schwartz,  and  Myron  Seiger RKO  Radio-ites  were  Harry 

Michalson,  E.  L.  McEvoy,  Rutgers  Neilson,  and  H.  M.  Richey 

plus  trade  and  met.  press  folk.  .  .  •  A  "mutual  assistance  pact" 
through   life   is   reported   to   have   been   "initialed"   by   Bernard 

"Bingo"  Brandt  and  Babette  Scharlin in  other  words  they're 

engaged 


AGVA  in  Closed  Shop  Pact 
with  Singer's  Chi.  Circuit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Mort  H.  Singer  circuit,  covering 
some  12  houses  in  Western  states 
which  use  vaudeville,  it  was  learned 
Friday.  This  marks  the  first  time  that 
any  vaudeville  union  has  concluded 
such  a  pact  with  a  theater  circuit. 

Contract  stipulates  only  AGVA 
members  can  appear  on  the  stage  of 
any  of  the  Singer  houses. 

"Sleepy  Hollow"  for  Small 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Edward  Small  an- 
nounces the  addition  of  Washington 
Irving's  "Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow" 
to  his  list  of  productions  to  be  made 
in  the  immediate  future  and  to  be 
released  by  United  Artists. 

Ruggles'  First  Col.  Pix 

Columbia  Pictures  announces  that 
Wesley  Ruggles'  first  picture  for  it 
will  be  "Too  Many  Husbands,"  star- 
ring Jean  Arthur,  Fred  MacMurray 
and  Melvyn  Douglas. 

Cancel  "Drums"  at  Rome 

Premiere  of  the  20th-Fox  release, 
"Drums  Along  the  Mohawk,"  has 
been  cancelled  for  Rome,  N.  Y.,  cut- 
ting the  number  of  premieres  on 
Nov.  2  down  to  five. 


Exhibs.  in  Court  Seeking 

5th  Local  306  Arbitrator 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

exhibitors  for  the  appointment  of  a 
fifth  arbitrator  in  the  move  to  de- 
termine the  wage  scale  for  opera- 
tors during  the  next  two  years. 

Judge  Crane  took  the  matter 
under  advisement.  Parties  involved 
were  told  to  appear  at  a  later  date. 


Colbert-Fonda  on  Air 

Claudette  Colbert  and  Henry  Fon- 
da, stars  of  20th-Fox'  "Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk,"  will  headline  the  cast 
that  will  dramatize  it  on  the  Kate 
Smith  hour  Nov.  3.  Miss  Smith  and 
her  troupe  will  go  to  Hollywood  for 
the  show,  with  one  of  her  shows  to 
be  broadcast  from  a  20th-Fox  stage 
while  she  is  on  the  Coast,  according 
to  present  plans. 


Pierce  on  Addams  Research 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — William  A.  Pierce  is 
in  Chicago  to  do  research  work  on 
"Jane  Addams  and  Hull  House," 
which  will  be  made  by  Charles  R. 
Rogers.  He  will  also  confer  with 
the  Hull  House  board  of  trustees 
and  will  visit  the  Radford  College  in 
Radford,  111.,  which  Miss  Addams 
attended. 


EQUITY  SUIT  IS  NOT 
BEING  SIDETRACKED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  the  stories  the  Government  would 
bide  its  time  in  prosecuting  the  New 
York  anti-trust  suit  against  the 
majors  until  a  decree  was  obtained 
in  one  of  the  lesser  suits.  The  Schine 
action,  pending  in  Buffalo,  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  latter  connection. 

Williams  reiterated  the  Govern- 
ment would  prosecute  the  New  York 
suit  "without  any  delay."  He  does 
not  expect,  he  said,  the  trial  of 
the  suit  will  be  reached  until  Feb- 
ruary or  March  at  the  earliest.  The 
delay,  he  stated,  in  obtaining  a 
preference  was  unavoidable  and  is 
due  to  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  complete  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  securing  answers 
to  the  sweeping  interrogatories,  now 
due  Nov.  1,  at  which  time  the  Gov- 
ernment also  expects  to  answer  UA's 
interrogatories. 

No  further  delay  is  expected  in 
the  action,  Williams   asserted. 


Press  Club  Dedicates 

Butterfield  Memorial 


Lansing,  Mich. — Butterfield  Mem- 
orial Room  in  the  Lansing  Press 
Club  was  dedicated  with  a  dinner 
attended  by  execs,  of  Butterfield 
Theaters,  Inc.,  and  managers  of 
Butterfield  houses  in  the  Lansing 
district.  The  late  Col.  Walter  S. 
Butterfield,  founder  of  the  circuit, 
was  eulogized  by  Paul  A.  Martin, 
E.  C.  Beatty  and  Edmund  C.  Schields. 
Telegram  from  Metro  execs,  were 
read   at  the   dinner. 


Bulliet,  Chi.  News  Critic 

Chicago — Clarence  Bulliet  is  serv- 
ing as  motion  picture  editor  of  the 
Chicago  Daily  News,  succeeding: 
Clark  Rodenbach,  dean  of  newspaper 
film  critics  in  this  territory.  Roden- 
bach, who  resigned,  will  announce 
his  new  connection  shortly. 

Franchise  for  Teitel 

Tower  Pictures  has  signed  a  fran- 
chise with  Abe  Teitel,  Chicago,  for 
distribution  of  Tower's  "Double 
Crime  in  the  Maginot  Line"  in  the 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Wisconsin  ter- 
ritories. 


Continue  SLRB  Hearing 

Hearing  before  the  SLRB  of  the 
TMAT-Nelson-Renner-Endicott  case 
will  be  continued  tomorrow.  Hear- 
ing started  Tuesday  of  last  week 
and  continued  through   Friday. 

Casey  Edinger  Recovering 

Denver — Casey  Edinger,  owner  of 
the  Zaza  theater  here,  is  up  and 
around  after  a  long  stay  in  bed 
due  to  a  heart  attack. 


9  Special  "Elizabeth"  Dates 

Warners  has  set  nine  special  key 
city  dates  on  "The  Private  Lives 
of  Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  prior  to 
its  national  release  on  Nov.  11. 
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MPTOA  HAS  NEW  PLAN 

ON  TRADE  REFORMS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
discussion  are  on  the  agenda  when 
the  board  opens  its  two-day  session 
at  the  Greenbrier  Hotel  next  Mon- 
day, according  to  Ed  Kuykendall, 
president,  who,  in  a  general  bulletin 
issued  on  Friday,  wrote: 

"Certainly  the  industry  has  never 
been  so  confused  and  demoralized  or 
in  so  much  need  of  having  its  posi- 
tion clarified  as  it  is  now.  Nobody 
seems  to  have  a  constructive  pro- 
gram nor  any  definite  plans  for 
further  progress.  We  are  being 
kicked  around  from  the  courts  to 
Congress  to  state  legislatures  to 
more  law  suits. 

"MPTOA  does  not  believe  in  big 
talk  and  boastings.  We  refuse  to 
kid  either  ourselves  or  other  exhib- 
itors. This  meeting  may  be  outstand- 
ing for  the  absence  of  false  pre- 
tenses. This  conference  is  not  going 
to  revolutionize  the  business,  nor 
rock  the  industry  to  its  foundations 
by  fireworks,  threats  and  denuncia- 
tions, nor  will  it  save  the  exhibitors 
from  utter  destruction  by  heroic 
combat  at  one  fell  swoop,  nor  do  we 
anticipate  that  any  magic  formula 
will  be  produced  that  will  cure  all  the 
ills  of  the  business.  And  we  have  no 
intention  of  starting  crusades,  backed 
by  high  pressure  collections  for  a 
phony  war  chest,  to  be  quietly  dis- 
sipated for  fees  and  expenses. 

"On  the  contrary,  this  will  be  a 
business-like  conference  of  hard- 
headed  business  men;  responsible, 
successful  and  experienced  theater 
owners  and  operators,  who  want  to 
have  a  genuine  understanding  of  our 
important  problems,  who  want  to 
know  where  they  stand,  what  is 
needed  for  the  defense  and  stability 
of  the  business,  and  what,  if  any- 
thing, can  be  done  to  make  it  a  bet- 
ter business." 

The  bulletin  chides  three  major 
companies  for  not  coming  forward 
with  any  trade  practice  reforms. 
While  some  have  hinted  that  conces- 
sions would  be  granted  in  their  new 
contracts,  the  bulletin  points  out 
that  only  M-G-M  and  Warner  Bros, 
have  made  definite  announcements. 
Twentieth  Century-Fox,  according  to 
Kuykendall,  plans  to  grant  conces- 
sions similar  to  those  of  M-G-M  and 
Warners,  but  no  official  announce- 
ment has  been  made. 

In  regard  to  the  20  p.c.  cancella- 
tion privileges,  which,  according  to 
the  bulletin,  most  distributors  are 
going  to  give,  Kuykendall  points  out 
that  "if  this  policy  is  generally 
adopted,  without  too  many  qualify- 
ing restrictions,  each  of  which  cuts 


Comedy  Relief 

Dallas — Scientific  farming,  which  is 
being  taught  Dallas  County  farmers  with 
Federal  films  in  community  meetings,  is 
now  supplemented  with  newsreels  and 
shorts  such  as  Betty  Boop  and  Felix  the 
Cat.  The  Dallas  County  Agricultural 
Association  has  invested  in  complete  pro- 
jection   equipment. 


11  Fox  Houses  in  Auto-Piano-Cash  Giveaway 

Denver — With  the  reinstatement  of  the  Hiawatha  in  the  Fox  giveaway  hookup  there 
are  11  houses  now  in  the  deal  which  includes  the  weekly  giveaways  of  a  Ford  car 
and  the  offering  of  a  piano  and  cash,  the  latter  two  given  if  won  on  the  first  number 
drawn.  The  Hiawatha  also  has  signed  contracts  to  play  Mexican  pix  when  suitable  ones 
are  available. 


Orange  Anti-Trust  Case 

is  Dismissed  by  Court 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
conspiracy  among  the  defendant 
companies  and  local  theater  opposi- 
tion to  prevent  the  house  from  get- 
ting sufficient  product.  Suit  wa,« 
filed  in  July,  1937,  and  examinations 
before  trial  have  been  going  on  for 
many  months. 

Attorneys  say  that  dismissal  up- 
on request  of  the  plaintiffs  marks 
the  first  time  such  an  event  has 
happened  in  the  history  of  the  film 
industry.  Plaintiffs  blamed  internal 
friction  for  collapse  of  the  case,  but 
defendants  said  privatel"  that  the 
depositions  proved  that  there  were 
insufficient  grounds  for  action. 

Plaintiffs  offered  to  withdraw 
without  paying  costs  before  the  trial 
opened  but  the  defendants  refused 
the  plea.  Costs  of  $1,000  were  sug- 
gested by  the  plaintiffs  and  this  is 
being  considered  by  the  defendants, 
who  include  Eugene  Levy,  George 
Walsh,  Paramount,  Netco,  20th-Fox, 
Joseph  Lee,  United  Artists,  RKO 
and  Universal.  Defendants  were 
represented  by  Louis  Phillips,  John 
Caskey,  Louis  Nizer,  Paul  O'Brien 
and  Granville  Whittlesley.  Plain- 
tiffs were  represented  by  Stewart 
and  Isaac  Miller. 


Domestic  Pix  for  Cameo 

Announcement  was  made  Friday 
by  the  Cameo  Theater,  first-run 
New  York  house  for  Russian  pic- 
tures, that  the  theater  is  now  ready 
to  book  other  foreign  and  domestic 
pictures.  Management  stated  that 
a  shortage  of  Russian  films  was  a 
factor  in  the  decision. 


Joe  Penner  in  Hospital 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Joe  Penner  did  his 
broadcast  on  Ward  Bread  show 
Thursday  night  with  a  fever  of  103. 
After  the  broadcast  Penner  was 
taken  to  a  hospital  for  observa- 
tion. He  will  be  confined  to  the  hos- 
pital for  a  few  days. 


down  the  exhibitor's  option  to  can- 
cel pictures,  it  will  permanently  solve 
the  block-booking  problem  for  the 
small  exhibitor.  The  large  exhibitor 
has  no  serious  problem  on  block- 
booking." 

Kuykendall  sees  four  main  and 
really  important  trade  practice  prob- 
lems of  exhibition  and  distribution 
as  follows:  "(1)  Selection  of  pictures 
in  wholesale  buying  (block-booking) ; 
(2)  Overbuying  to  deprive  a  compet- 
itor of  pictures  (monopoly);  (3)  Un- 
reasonable clearance  between  the- 
aters (zoning),  and  (4)  Cut-throat 
competition  between  theaters  (dou- 
ble features,  giveaways,  premiums)." 

These  points,  Kuykendall  contends, 
were  ignored  by  the  Code  and  remain 
unsolved. 


Griffith  Co.  Reply  Brief 

Must  be  Filed  by  Friday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

shifted,  with  D.  I.  Johnson  out  and 
Henry  S.  Griffing,  former  partner 
in  the  Johnson  firm,  now  carrying 
the  ball. 

Defendant  distributors  Columbia 
Pictures  Corp.,  United  Artists  Corp. 
and  Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc. 
have  filed  their  reply  briefs  which 
follow  the  lines  of  those  previously 
filed  by  other  majors. 

Briefs  are  in  support  of  defence 
motions  demanding  that  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  be  forced  to 
file  a  bill  of  particulars  and  clarify 
the  charges  made  against  the  cir- 
cuits  and    distributors. 


Use  of  New  DuPont  Film 
Demonstrated  for  Execs. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Demonstration  of 
Paramount's  utilization  of  DuPont 
new  fine  grain  film  for  release 
prints,  dubbing  prints  and  release 
negative,  as  used  for  "Geronimo," 
was  held  Friday  night  at  Erpi  pro- 
jection room  for  heads  of  major 
studio  sound  and  laboratory  depart- 
ments. Engineers  pointed  out  use 
of  the  fine  grain  stock  gives  bet- 
ter picture  quality  and  definition, 
and  decreases  sound  background 
noise. 

Meeting  was  sponsored  by  Erpi 
committee  composed  of  studio  sound 
and  laboratory  executives  of  plants 
using  density  recording.  Erpi  tech- 
nicians and  representatives  of  raw 
film  manufacturers.  The  new  Du- 
Pont fine  grain  stock  resulted  from 
discussions  of  that  committee  since 
the  first  of  the  year.  Utilization 
of  the  stock  on  "Geronimo"  was 
carried  on  under  direct  supervision 
of  Loren  Ryder;  Roy  Hunter;  and 
Ray  Wilkinson,  respective  heads  of 
Paramount  studios  sound,  camera 
and    laboratory   departments. 


WB  Reopening  Cleveland 
House,  Dark  for  2  Years 

Cleveland — Warners'  Lake  Thea- 
ter, 800-seat  downtown  house  which 
has  been  closed  since  November,  1937, 
reopens  Saturday,  according  to  an 
announcement  made  by  Warner  Zone 
Manager  Nat  Wolf.  Eddie  Miller, 
manager  of  Warners'  Hippodrome, 
will  supervise  the  Lake  with  Irving 
Rubin  as  resident  manager.  A  double 
feature  first-run  policy,  same  as  was 
in  operation  previously,  will  be  in- 
augurated. Other  major  affiliated 
downtown  first-run  houses  in  Cleve- 
land play  single  features. 

Irving  Fleischer  III 

Irving  Fleischer,  manager  of  the 
Warner  Club  restaurant,  is  in  the 
French  Hospital. 


«REVI6UJS» 

"The  Roaring 
Twenties" 

with   James   Cagney,    Priscilla   Lanp 

Humphrey    Bogart 

Warners  104   .Sins. 

(Hollywood  Preview) 

VIVID  SAGA  OF  THE  RISE  AND  FALL 
OF  "DRY"  ERA  GANGSTERS  PACKS  REAL 
B.    0.   WALLOP. 

Here  is  a  vivid  picturization  of  the 
wild,  colorful,  turbulent  days  that  saw 
the  rise  and  fall  of  prohibition-bred 
gangsters.  Raoul  Walsh  has  supplied  strong, 
vigorous  direction,  holding  interest  to  the 
end.  The  Mark  Hellinger  vehicle  is  ex- 
cellent material  for  the  talents  of  James 
Cagney,  Priscilla  Lane,  Humphrey  Bogart, 
Gladys  George,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Frank  Mc- 
Hugh,  Paul  Kelly,  who  deliver  fine  per- 
formances. To  Samuel  Bischoff  goes  credit 
as  associate  producer.  Jerry  Wald,  Richard 
Macaulay  and  Robert  Rossen  contributed 
a  gripping  screenplay.  Ernie  Haller's  pho- 
tography is  of  the  finest.  In  France,  as 
the  Armistice  is  signed,  three  American 
soldiers  speculate  as  to  their  future.  Cag- 
ney, still  believes  his  old  job  as  a  gar- 
age mechanic  is  still  open,  while  Bogart, 
a  former  saloon  keeper,  has  no  fears  of 
prohibition.  Jeffrey  Lynn,  law  graduate, 
plans  to  practise  his  profession.  Cagney 
finds  his  old  job  filled  and  takes  a  job 
driving  a  taxi  cab.  Unwittingly,  he  de- 
livers a  package  of  liquor  to  Gladys  George, 
a  night  club  hostess,  and  he  is  arrested 
and  fined  $100.  He  refuses  to  testify 
against  Gladys  and  she  is  released.  She 
raises  the  money  to  pay  his  fine.  With 
Gladys  as  his  backer,  he  plunges  into  busi- 
ness with  Gladys.  Cagney  falls  in  love 
with  Priscilla  Lane,  a  singer  and  dancer, 
not  realizing  she  is  interested  in  Lynn  who 
is  doing  his  legal  work.  When  Kelly,  a 
hard-boiled  bootlegger,  refuses  to  make 
a  deal  with  him,  Cagney  hi-jacks  a  ship 
load  of  liquor  which  is  charged  to  Bogart. 
Bogart  joins  Cagney  as  a  partner.  The  stock 
market  crash  ruins  Cagney  and  he  goes 
back  to  driving  a  cab.  When  Bogart 
learns  Lynn,  now  in  the  District  Attorney's 
office,  has  gathered  much  damaging  evi- 
dence against  him,  he  sends  a  death 
warning  to  Lynn  and  his  wife,  Priscilla 
Lane,  who  appeals  to  Cagney  for  aid.  He 
goes  to  Bogart,  urging  him  not  to  harm 
Lynn  and  Priscilla.  Bogart  orders  Cagney 
taken  for  a  ride,  but  through  a  trick, 
Cagney  grabs  the  gun  and  kills  Bogart.  He 
attempts  to  shoot  his  way  through  Bogart's 
gunmen   but   is   mortally   wounded. 

CAST:  James  Cagney,  Priscilla  Lane, 
Humphrey  Bogart,  Gladys  George,  Jeffrey 
Lynn,  Frank  McHugh,  Paul  Kelly,  Eliza- 
beth Risdon,  Ed  Keane,  Joe  Sawyer,  Joseph 
Crehan.  George  Meeker,  John  Hamilton, 
Robert  Elliott,  Eddie  Chandler,  Max  Wag- 
ner,  Vera    Lewis. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Samuel  Bisch- 
off; Director,  Raoul  Walsh;  Author,  Mark 
Hellinger;  Screenplay,  Jerry  Wald,  Rich- 
ard Macaulay,  Robert  Rossen;  Cameraman, 
Ernie  Haller;  Special  Effects,  Byron  Haskin, 
Edwin  A.  DuPar;  Art  Director,  Max  Parker; 
Editor,  Jack  Killifer;  Dialogue  Director, 
Hugh  Cummings;  Musical  Director,  Leo  F. 
Forbstein;  Orchestral  Arrangements.  Ray 
Heindorf;  Narrative,  John  Deering;  Sound, 
E.  A.  Brown. 

DIRECTION,  Swell.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very   good. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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ITO  of  Arkansas  Unanimously  Opposed  to  Neely  Bill 

mayorTlugs  n.  y.  production  at  sMpTs  meet 

Col.  Cole  in  Syracuse  to  Help  Organize  New  Allied  Unit 


Syracuse  Exhibs.  Cool  to  Plan 

For  New  Unit;  Proponents 

Are  Optimistic 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied 
president,  is  slated  to  be  on  hand  in 
Syracuse  today  when  efforts  will  be 
made  to  organize  a  new  organiza- 
tion of  independents.  Proponents  of 
the  plan  are  optimistic  over  the  pros- 
pects of  establishing  an  Allied  af- 
filiate in  New  York  State,  although 
a  survey  of  Syracuse  members  of 
the  present  association  over  the 
last  week-end  indicated  there  was 
litle  interest  in  the   move. 

There  was  doubt  as  to  the  possi- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

VAUDEVILLE  INCREASE 
ESTIMATED  AT  60  P.  G. 


A  60  per  cent  increase  in  vaude- 
ville throughout  the  country  is  re- 
ported by  booking  offices  in  New 
York  City  and  other  key  cities,  a 
checkup  reveals.  In  the  Metropoli- 
tan area,  it  is  estimated  that  the 
boost  in  "flesh"  dates  has  reached 
40  per  cent  over  the  same  period 
last  year. 

Experimental  stage  shows  in  four 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


55  Paris  Film  Theaters 

Open;  Old  Pix  Favored 

Paris  (By  Cable) — Additional  re- 
openings  have  increased  the  num- 
ber of  film  houses  now  operating 
to  55,  of  which  20  are  newsreels. 

Houses  playing  features  generally 
are  resorting  to  old  pix;  exhibs.  are 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Amended  Complaint  in  Folly 
Anti-Trust  Suit  Against  UA 

An  amended  complaint  against 
United  Artists  Corp.  and  a  bill  of 
particulars  was  filed  yesterday  by 
the      Folly      Amusement      Holding 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Coast  Contempt  Action  Against  FWC 

and  Major  Distribs.  Continued  to  Nov.  13 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Hearing  sef  for  yesterday  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  in  the  Govern- 
ment's criminal  contempt  action  against  Fox  West  Coast  Theaters  and  several  major 
distributing  companies  in  which  the  defendants  are  charged  with  having  violated  the 
consent  decree  of  1930,  was  continued  to  Nov.  13  by  Justice  Campbell  Beaumont. 
In   the  meantime  the  defendants  will   file   a   request  for  a   bill   of  particulars. 


Wanger  Urges  Supreme  Court  Test 
of  Free  Speech  in  Motion  Pictures 


U.  S.  Supreme  Court  test  of  the 
issue  of  free  speech  on  the  screen 
by  the  organized  film  industry  is 
recommended  by  Walter  Wanger, 
UA  producer,  writing  in  Foreign 
Affairs,  an  American  quarterly  re- 
view. Wanger's  article  is  entitled 
"120,000    American    Ambassadors." 

"If  that  august  body  should  rule 
that    in    this    case    speech    is    not 


speech,  then  there  should  begin  an 
immediate  campaign  for  a  Constitu- 
tional amendment  specifically  freeing 
the  screen  and  giving  it  the  same 
rights  and  duties  as  other  mediums 
of  expression,"  Wanger  asserts. 

The  UA  producer  declares  that 
"the  elevation  of  the  American 
screen  to  a  place  among  the  world's 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Columbia  Special  Takes  60  to  "Smith"  Premiere 


To  participate  in  Washington's 
observance  of  Frank  Capra  Day  and 
witness  the  world  premiere  of  Co- 
lumbia's "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington" in  Constitution  Hall  at  the 
capital  tonight,  party  of  more  than 
60,  largely  newspapermen  and  com- 
pany execs.,  entrain  at  11  a.m.  to- 
day at  Penn  Station. 


Special  will  pick  up,  en  route, 
representatives  of  papers  in  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia  and  arrive  in 
Washington  at  3:35  p.m.  where  it 
will  be  joined  by  the  Boston  delega- 
tion. 

Columbia  executives  in  the  party 
leaving     include:     Jack     Cohn,     A. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Ark.  ITO  to  Mail  Copy  of  Anti-  Neely 
Bill  Resolution  to  State  Congressmen 


Alexander  Film  Acquires 

TAD's  Principal  Assets 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.— Purchase 
by  the  Alexander  Film  Co.  of  this 
city  of  principal  assets  of  TAD 
Screen  Advertising,  Inc.,  of  Dallas, 
Tex.,   is   announced  by  President  J. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Litle  Rock,  Ark.  —  Independent 
Theater  Owners  of  Arkansas,  at  its 
semi-annual  meeting  here  yester- 
day, went  on  record  as  unanimously 
opposed  to  the  Neely  anti-block- 
booking  bill,  after  listening  to  an 
address  on  the  bill  by  Ward  Mar- 
tin, a  local  attorney.  A  copy  of  the 
resolution  against  the  Neely  bill  will 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"No  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Talk;    I     Mean    It," 

Says  LaGuardia 

Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuardia,  in  wel- 
coming several  hundred  delegates 
assembled  at  luncheon  in  the  Grand 
Ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania 
yesterday  as  a  feature  of  the  open- 
ing day  of  SMPE's  Fall  Conven- 
tion, plugged  Eastern  production, 
urging  producers  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  using  metropolitan 
facilities. 

Coming  from  the  city's  chief  ex- 
ecutive, film  interests  here,  in  addi- 
tion to  labor,  regarded  the  speech  as 
contributing  unusually  strong  sup- 
port to  Eastern  production's  cause. 

"I  don't  want  to  take  anything 
away  from  any  other  city,"  the 
Mayor  asserted,  "but  I  can't  under- 
stand why  producers  are  overlook- 
ing New  York  City,"  and  remarked 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

ROXY  39-WEEK  NET 

PROFIT  IS  $55,470 


Financial  report  of  the  Roxy  The- 
ater, Inc.,  for  the  39  weeks  ending 
May  25,  1939,  shows  a  net  profit 
of  $55,470.13  after  all  charges,  in- 
cluding tax  disbursements,  have 
been  paid.  Total  income  for  the  39- 
week  period  was  $1,503,476.  Cash 
on  hand  and  in  banks,  as  of  May  25, 
totaled   $220,318,  the  report  stated. 


Trial  of  Nick  on  Extortion 
Charge  Starts  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Extortion  trial  against 
John  P.  Nick,  International  vice- 
president  of  the  IATSE  started  yes- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Brief  in  B  &  K  Contempt 

Case  to  be  Filed  Today 

Chicago  —  Seymour  Simon  and 
Robert  Wright,  Government  attor- 
neys, are  due  back  today  from  Wash- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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New  York  City 
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SECURITY 


Silverstone  Reports  All  UA 
Producers  Extremely  Active 

Back  from  a  three-weeks'  stay  at 
the  studios,  Murray  Silverstone, 
United  Artists  head,  yesterday  re- 
ported extensive  activity  by  all  UA 
producers.  Rushes  of  new  pictures 
look  extremely  promising,  he  said, 
and  all  units  are  busy. 

Silverstone  said  he  was  received 
cordially  by  Samuel  Goldwyn,  de- 
spite the  fact  that  th  latter  has  a 
suit  pending  against  UA.  It  was 
indicated  that  there  were  no  new 
developments  in  the  action  and  that 
the  suit  remained  on  record. 


Sroneman's  P-P  Directors' 

Suit  is  Ordered  to  Trial 


Trial  of  the  suit  of  David  Stone- 
man  for  $70,886  damages  against 
Sam  Katz,  Sam  Dembow,  Jr.,  Ralph 
A.  Kohn,  Marian  Coles,  Felix  D. 
Kahn  and  Fred  L.  Metzler,  former 
Paramount-Publix  directors,  was 
ordered  to  proceed  on  Friday  by 
New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Isador   Wasservogel. 

Stoneman  charged  the  defendants 
with  furnishing  him  with  mislead- 
ing financial  statements  of  Para- 
mount-Publix, and  inducing  him  to 
lease  the  Empire  theater,  Portland, 
Me.,  to  Paramount  on  the  basis  of 
the    statements. 


German  Film  Supply  Placed 
at  186  as  Hostilities  Began 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington — German  theaters  as 
of  Sept.  1  had  available  for  book- 
ings a  total  of  186  films,  of  which 
only  30  were  foreign  language  pix, 
the  Commercial  Attache  in  Berlin 
has  advised  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce here.  Eighteen  of  the  for- 
eign films  were  of  American  origin, 
with  Metro,  20th-Fox  and  Para, 
equally  represented  bv   six  each. 


Palace,  Pittsburgh,  Will 

Become  Newsreel  House 


Pittsburgh  —  The  Palace  Theater, 
operated  by  the  Harris  Amusement 
Co.  as  a  grind  house  for  a  number 
of  years,  will  be  converted  into  a 
Newsreel  Theater,  opening  with  the 
new  policy  of  Newsreels  and  Short 
Subjects  next  Monday.  This  will  be 
the  first  Newsreel  Theater  ever  to 
be  operated  in  Pittsburgh. 


Double  Terry  Birthday 

Paul  Terry,  creator  of  Terrytoon 
comedies,  yesterday  celebrated  his 
25th  anniversary  as  a  cartoonist 
and  10th  birthday  of  Terrytoons. 
Terryis  producing  26  cartoons  for 
20th-Fox  release  this  year,  with  10 
of  them  scheduled  to  be  in  Tech- 
nicolor. 


UA  to  Send  One  Pub.  Rep. 
to  Studios  Every  3  Weeks 

So  that  United  Artists'  publicity, 
advertising  and  exploitation  heads 
may  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  all 
forthcoming  pictures,  the  company 
has  adopted  a  policy  of  sending  one 
representative  to  the  studios  every 
three  weeks  for  the  purpose  of  see- 
ing partially  completed  or  fully  com- 
pleted  product. 

Monroe  Greenthal,  exploitation  di- 
rector, leaves  this  week  for  the 
Coast  to  see  rushes  of  Walter  Wan- 
ger's  "Send  Another  Coffin"  and 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  "Raffles."  Three 
weeks  later  Al  Margolies,  publicity 
head,  will  leave  for  Hollywood  to 
see  other  new  pictures,  and  he  will 
be  followed  by  Lynn  Farnol,  direc- 
tor  of   publicity    and   advertising. 

This  routine  will  be  followed  in- 
definitely. 

John  N.  Stahl  Gets  Release 
from  Universal  Contract 


Buddy  Rogers'  Dad  Dead 

Olathe,  Kans. — Bert  Rogers,  63, 
probate  judge  and  father  of  Buddy 
Rogers,  is  dead.  Rogers  had  been 
ill  for  some  time.  His  son  and  Mary 
Pickford  are  here. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — John  N.  Stahl,  pro- 
ducer-director at  Universal,  has  ob- 
tained release  on  his  contract  with 
the  company  nearly  two  months  be- 
fore its  expiration  date  on  Dec.  1, 
1939. 

Stahl  declared  he  felt  had  not  had 
enough  time  to  put  in  on  the  prepar- 
ation of  his  next  picture  which  was 
to  have  been  "Bull  by  the  Horns." 
He  stated  that  he  had  opened  pro- 
ducer-director negotiations  with  two 
major  companies  but  did  not  reveal 
the  names  of  the  companies. 

Before  making  any  decision  on  a 
new  connection  he  and  Mrs.  Stahl 
will  leave  next  week  for  New  York 
for  a  short  vacation. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Discuss 

Industry  Problems  Today 

New  Haven — Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  will  hold  a  special 
luncheon  meeting  today  at  the  Hof- 
brau  Haus  Restaurant  to  analyze 
and  discuss  the  new  product,  selling 
policies,  shorts,  preferred  time  and 
other  industry  problems.  Arthur  K. 
Howard  and  Francis  C.  Lyden,  reg- 
ional directors  of  Allied  will  be 
guest  speakers,  and  A.  M.  Schuman 
will  preside.  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman, 
newly-elected  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  will  announce  the  new  Di- 
rectors for   the  year. 


Form  Loew-Lewin  Firm 

To  Distribute  Thru  UA 


If,  st    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  David  L.  Loew,  Al- 
bert Lewin,  Inc.,  has  been  formed 
with  Loew,  Lewin  and  Henry  Gins- 
berg listed  as  directors  of  the  new 
company.  However,  Ginsberg  will 
continue  as  general  manager  with 
Selznick  International.  The  new  or- 
ganization will  release  through 
United  Artists. 


cominG  rim  GoinG 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  arrived  yesterday 
from    the   Coast. 

SOL  WURTZEL  and  his  wife  arrive  today 
on  the  Century  for  a  two-week  vacation  in 
New  York. 

HARRY  COHN   is   here  from  the  Coast.,.., 

NUNNALLY  JOHNSON,  associate  producer 
for  20th-Fox,  is  here  for  a  six  months  vaca- 
tion. 

WALTER  GOULD,  United  Artists  division  man- 
ager for  Latin-America,  arrived  in  New  York 
yesterday  on  the  Argentina  after  a  10-week 
tour  of  company  offices  in  Agentina  and  Brazil. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic  prexy  and 
distribution  chieftain,  is  in  Pittsburgh,  return- 
ing   here    Thursday. 

E.  C.  GRAINCER.  general  manager  of  the 
Shea  circuit,  has  returned  to  New  York  after 
holding  a   meeting  of   circuit  managers  in   Ohio. 

HERB  BERG,  of  Paramount's  publicity  depart- 
ment, left  for  Detroit  last  night  for  a  week's 
stay  in  connection  with  the  premiere  there  of 
Para.'s    "Disputed    Passage." 

BRUCE  CABOT  left  for  the  Coast  yesterday. 

GERALDINE  FITZGERALD  returns  to  Holly- 
wood late  this  month  following  an  extended 
vacation    in    Ireland. 

VIRGINIA  STURM,  former  movie  editor  of 
the  Dayton  Daily  News,  is  here  on  an  assign- 
ment  for   Publishers'    Syndicate. 

DAVIS  FACTOR  and  MICHAEL  HARRIS,  of 
Max  Factor's,  are  here  for  a  two-week  stay  on 
business. 

DAVE   FLEISCHER   has  arrived   on   the  Coast. 

JAMES  A.  FITZPATRICK  has  left  the  Coast 
for  New  York,  with  a  number  of  stops  scheduled 
en  route  to  film  additional  material  for  his 
American    Traveltalk    series. 

JOHN  N.  STAHL  and  his  wife  will  arrive 
in  New  York  next  week  from  the  Coast  for  a 
short   vacation. 


AMPA  to  Hear  Johannes  Steel 

Johannes  Steel,  internationally 
known  news  commentator  will  be 
the  guest  of  honor  and  principal 
speaker  at  Thursday's  luncheon 
meeting  of  AMPA.  Luncheon  will 
be  held  in  the  fourth  floor  private 
dining-room  of  Stouffer's  Restau- 
rant, Fifth  Avenue  between  Forty- 
Fourth  and  Forty-Fifth  Streets. 
Steel's  discussion  will  concern  it- 
self primarily  with  propaganda  and 
propaganda  methods  in  the  current 
war. 


Members     are     asked 
promptly  at  12:45. 


to     attend 


Keith  Corp.  Retires  Notes 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  B.  F.  Keith  Corp. 
has  retired  another  of  its  $125,000 
promissory  notes  payable  to  Bank- 
ers Trust  Co.,  it  is  reported  by  the 
SEC.  Present  outstanding  indebt- 
edness of  B.  F.  Keith  on  the  notes  is 
now  $500,000. 


THE  THEATRE 


"A  Hilarious  Scuffle" — Atkinson,  Times 
GEORGE  ABBOTT  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

By   RICHARD   MAIBAUM   and 

HARRY  CLORK 

with    MILTON  BERLE 

Biltmore  Evenings,  8:45 

W.  47th  St.  Mats.,  Wed.  &  Sat. 


m 


vT) 
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Stop  what  you're  doing  and  take  good  notice! 
Your  theatres  have  reached  no  gross  so  high, 
have  held  no  drama  so  long, that  it  can't  be 
topped  by  this  attraction!  It  is  Cagney  co-starred 
with  Priscilla  Lane  in  'The  Roaring  '20's'!  Read  the 
reviews!  Follow  the  tip!  Tell  your  customers  nowf 


JAMES  CAGNEY 

and 

PRISCILLA  LANE 
ROARING  TWENTIES" 

with 

HUMPHREY  BOGART  •  GLADYS  GEORGE 

FRANK  McHUGH. JEFFREY  LYNN»PAUL  KELLY 

Directed  by  RAOUL  WALSH 

Screen  Play  by  Jerry  Wald,  Richard  Macaulay  and  Robert 

Rossen    •    From    an    Original    Story   by    Mark    Hellinger 


Warners  for  Action! 
Warners  for  Fair  Play!  Warners  forThe 

ROARING  TWENTIES 


M<&; 


Tuesday,  October  17,  1939 


WANGER  RECOMMENDS 
FREE  SPEECH  TEST 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

voices  ought  to  be  a  prime  plank 
in  the  platform  of  all  liberals,"  and 
calls  for  editorial  assistance. 

Other  "necessities,"  as  Wanger 
sees  it,  are:  "Abandonment  of  har- 
assing legislation  at  home"; 
"wholehearted  support  abroad  of 
the  rights  and  interests  of  what  is 
in  itself  one  of  our  country's  big- 
e'est  businesses  and  also  one  of  its 
biggest  business-getters";  "courage- 
ous counsel  and  action  on  the  part 
of  the  industry's  leaders." 

Wanger  suggests  that  the  indus- 
try tell  "pressure-group  minorities," 
"Go  fuss  at  someone  else,"  and  that 
it  meet  foreign  boycotts  with  boy- 
cotts, meaning  "immediate  and  con- 
certed withdrawal  of  all  American 
film  service"  from  boycotting  coun- 
tries. 


Jay  Emanuel,  Chief  Barker 

of  Philly's  Variety  Club 

Philadelphia — Jay  Emauel,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Exhibitor,  was  elected 
Chief  Barker  of  the  Variety  Club 
Tent  No.  13  yesterday  at  a  meeting 
of  the  board.  Other  officers  are: 
David  Weshner,  (Stanley-Warners), 
first  assistant  chief  barker;  David 
Supowitz,  architect,  second  assis- 
tant chief  barker;  John  Monroe,  ex- 
hibitor, secretary;  Ben  Amsterdam, 
exhibitor,  treasurer;  Harry  Ball,  ex- 
hibitor, fixer.  All  elections  were 
unanimous. 


Delay  Painters'  Strike  Vote 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — At  the  request  of  Pat 
Casey,  labor  contact,  members  of  the 
M  P  Painters  Local  644  who  had 
threatened  to  strike  unless  granted 
a  14  per  cent  wage  increase  retro- 
active to  Aug.  12,  have  postponed 
their  strike  vote  to  Oct.  22.  Painters 
now  are  being  paid  $1.34  per  hour. 

M-G-M  Buys  "Escape" 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — M-G-M  has  purchased 
rights  to  "Escape,"  Ethel  Vance's 
Saturday   Evening  Post  story. 


Best   wishes   from   THE   FILM    DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

OCTOBER   17 

Jean    Arthur 

Marian     Marsh 

Casey    Robinson 

Roy   Stewart 
David    Bennett 
Marilyn    Morgan 
Hapsburg   Liebe 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •  •  THAT  the  industry's  technical  clans are  swell  show- 
men  in  addition  to  being  just  solons  of  science.  ....  .was  eloquent- 
ly demonstrated  yesterday  in   the   Hotel  Pennsylvania where   the 

boys  staged   what   they   termed   an    "Informal   Get-Together   Luncheon" 

interluding  the  a.m.  and  p.m.  sessions  of  their  Fall  Convention's 

opening   day the    cast    was    well    nigh    perfect with    its    trio 

of  stars comprising  Mayor  La  Guardia,  W.  G.   Van  Schmus   and 

Rep.  Bruce  Barton all  of  whom  were  guests  of  honor  and  speak- 
ers   while   Prexy   E.    A.   Williford   of   SMPE was   in   the    m.c. 

spot with  Dr.  Alfred  N.  Goldsmith.  S.  K.  Woli,  Edward  P.    "Ted" 

Curtis.  Frank  Speidell.  Charley  Glett,  and  Walter  Brooks  fittingly  parked 
on  the  dais  with  them 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  OUR  local  industry's  social  leader and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Intimate  UV  Radio  City  Music  Hall 

got  the  speech-making  off  on  the  proverbial  right  foot by  re- 
marking that  if  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Barton  think  they  know  what 

a  "hearache"  is they  should  know  the  pangs  of  having  sound 

apparatus   go    blooey while   some   6,200    patrons    look   on   in 

consternation Fortunately    it    rarely    happens said    Mr. 

Van  Schmus but  when  it  does it's  no  grand  and  glorious 

feeling ▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     HIZZONER   then   arose   and   confessed that   when   Mr. 

Van  Schmus  was  about  to  cite   what  trouble   was   really   like he 

thought   that  the   Radio   City   Music   Hall's   main  maestro   was    going   to 

say  that  it  was  managing  72  Rockettes and  if  that  were  so 

Hizzoner  would  be  glad  to  swap  responsibilities by   turning  over 

to  Mr.  Van  Schmus 72  Commissioners 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     TO   convey    some    idea   of   the    beauty    and   colossal 

character  of  the  New  York  World's  Fair which  he  urged  the 

SMPE  delegates  to  see  from  stem  to  stern the  Mayor  avowed 

that  even  Hollywood   adjectives  fell   descriptively   short 

Rep.  Bruce  Barton  initiated  his  highly  informative  talk re 

what  is  going  on  in  Washington  anent  the  Neutrality  debate 

by  recounting  his  first  experience  upon  being  elected  to  Congress 

It  was  in  the  form  of  a  telegram  dispatched  to  him  by  Rube 

Goldberg Said  Rube "Now  that  you  have  been  elected 

to  office I  urge  that  you  introduce  a  bill  at  once  which  will 

provide that  people  pull  in  their  knees  at  the  movies" 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     OVER    the    luncheon    table    conversation    yesterday 

disclosed  that  Julius  (RCA)  Haber  and  the  Missus will  soon  have 

some  new  sound  effects  in  the  Haber  home via  arrival  of  a  young 

Haber.  .  .     •   The  SMPE  boys  are   sounding  off  praises  for  Warners' 

"Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex" tagging  it  a  wow  pix  with 

wow  Technicolor.  .  .     •   Your  scribe,  in  a  pre-feed  bag  huddle 

learned  the  Van  Schmus  opinion that  1939-40  pix  product  is  'way 

better  than  last  season's 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  FILMLAND  is  glowingly  represented  on  the  Pro- 
ducing Committee for  the  gigantic  benefit,  "Night  of  Stars," 

set  for  Madison  Sq.  Garden  on  Wed.  Evening,  Nov.  15 Com- 
mittee's   honorary    chairmen    are Barney    Balaban,   Nate    J. 

Blumberg,  David  Bernstein,  Jack  Cohn,  George  J.  Schaefer, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Murray  Silverstone  and  Major  Albert  War- 
ner. .  .     o   Tonight  on  the  CBS  network veteran  cameraman 

Billy  Bitzer will  appear  on  the  "We  The  People"  pro- 
gram  Billy  lensed  such  titans  as  "Way  Down  East,"  "Orphans 

of  the  Storm,"  "Birth  of  a  Nation"  and  "America" He  re- 
cently completed  "The  Dictators'  Lullaby" an  Imperial  Pic- 
tures release 


ARK.  ITO  UNANIMOUS 
AGAINST  NEELY  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  mailed  to  each  Congressman  in 
Arkansas. 

In  his  discussion  of  the  bill,  "ar- 
tin,  speaking,  he  said,  as  a  la\[j  er, 
gave  it  as  his  unbiased  opinion  that 
the  bill  would  add  a  financial  bur- 
den to  producers  and  pile  up  more 
difficulties  for  exhibitors.  Martin 
also  stated  that  he  did  not  believe 
in  public  censorship  of  motion  pic- 
tures. 

The  ITO  session  was  more  largely 
attended  than  any  previous  meeting 
in  several  years,  more  than  100  ex- 
hibitors and  representatives  of  al- 
lied trades  being  present. 

Eli  W.  Collins,  former  exhibitor 
and  past  president  of  the  MPTOA. 
who  is  now  state  director  of  the  un- 
employment compensation  division, 
was  another  speaker,  and  Roy  Rog- 
ers, Republic  film  star,  was  a  guest 
of  honor  at  the  morning  session. 


Hearing  Ordered  for  Nov.  6 
in  Roxy  Assessment  Appeal 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Jus- 
tice Julius  Miller  yesterday  directed 
the  tax  commission  of  the  City  of 
New  York  to  appear  on  Nov.  6  in 
response  to  a  writ  filed  by  Roxy 
Theater,  Inc.,  which  demands  a  re- 
duction of  assessments  on  the  Roxy 
theater  for  1939-40.  The  writ 
stated  that  assessment  had  been 
fixed  on  Feb.  1,  1939,  at  $4,100,000 
with  a  land  valuation  of  $1,550,000, 
and  a  building  valuation  of  $2,550,- 
000. 

Roxy  contends  that  the  assessment 
should  be  reduced  to  $3,125,000  on 
the  grounds  that  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  assessments  of  $775,000 
since  1937,  and  that  value  of  the 
theater  has  depreciated  over  that 
period.  On  May  4,  1939,  the  peti- 
tion stated,  tax  commissioner  Hu- 
bert T.  Delaney  denied  an  appeal 
for    a    reduction. 


Warners  to  Start  12  Big 

Pix  in  Next  Four  Months 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Burbank — Twelve  top-budget  fea- 
tures are  definitely  set  to  start  dur- 
ing the  next  four  months  at  War- 
ners. Every  script  is  either  ready 
or  in  process  of  preparation  under 
supervision  of  Hal  B.  Wallis,  ex- 
ecutive producer. 


Kaltenborn's  Split 

At  a  luncheon  tendered  yesterday  by 
Columbia  Pictures  and  CBS  to  H.  V. 
Kattenborn  in  the  South  Lounge  of  the 
Rainbow  Rcom,  Kalrenborn  said  that 
half  of  his  eight-hour  stay  in  Hollywood 
had  been  spent  in  coming  to  terms  on 
his  salary  for  his  appearance  in  "Mr. 
Smith  Coes  to  Washington."  Harry  and 
Jack  Cohn  were  unable  to  attend  the 
luncheon  as  a  result  of  a  production 
conference. 


MOST  SENSATIONAL  FEATURE 
PICTURE  SCOOP  OF  THE  YEAR! 


7  J 


BIGGEST  NEWS 
PUBLICITY 
SMASH  FOR  A 
PICTURE  IN 
YEARS!  !  ! 
ACTUAL  SCREEN 
SHOTS  FROM 
"TORPEDOED!" 
RUSHED  BY 
ASSOCIATED 
PRESS  TO 
LEADING  PAPERS 
IN  EVERY  CITY! 
SMASH  SPACE  IN 
N.  Y.  DAILY  NEWS 
TIME  MAGAZINE 
AND  TOP  PAPERS 
FROM  COAST  TO 
COAST!  !  ! 


ACTUAL  SHOTS! 

Through  ironic  coincidence,  British  Ad- 
miralty loaned  H.M.S.  ROYAL  OAK  for 
the  filming  of  the  sensational  naval  thrill 
drama    TORPEDOED!" 

ROYAL    OAK 
TORPEDOED! 

See  the  terrific  battle  scenes  in  which  this 
giant  ship  goes  into  action  and  is 

TORPEDOED 

before  your  eyes!  This  monster  battleship 
blown  to  bits!  It  happened  in  the  headlines 
yesterday.    See  this  amazing  film! 


BOOK  IT  TO-DAY! 


Through  any  Exchange  of  the 
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MAYOR  PLUGS  N.Y. 
PROD'N  AT  SMPE  MEET 


{Continued   from   Page    \) 

that  from  his  personal  observations 
many  scenes  are  made  here  for  fea- 
tures. Further,  he  declared,  New 
York  is  the  art  center  of  the  world 
from  the  standpoint  of  music,  the 
number  of  musicians,  the  existence 
of  libraries  and  other  facilities  for 
research.  Remarking  upon  the  lat- 
ter, he  cited  the  belief  that  if  film 
producers  availed  themselves  of  local 
wealth  of  research  avenues  that 
there  would  be  more  authenticity 
and  accuracy  in  motion  pictures. 

Costs,  he  said,  should  not  be  any 
more  than  at  present  on  the  Coast, 
and  slyly  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that,  from  the  standpoint  of  taxes, 
the  Coast  has  these,  too. 

"I  would  like  to  see  the  industry 
return  to  New  York,"  the  Mayor 
stated,  and  then  went  on  to  say  that 
the  factor  of  climate  should  not,  in 
light  of  modern  methods,  be  a  de- 
terring factor,  although  admittedly, 
he  added,  New  York  has  "some  un- 
usual weather  in  Winter  and  Sum- 
mer." 

He  told  the  delegates  that  he 
would  be  happy  to  confer  on  plans 
to  further  Eastern  production,  and 
that  they  might  well,  at  this  time, 
be  apostles  to  their  own  studios  in 
urging  that  this  city  be  considered 
as  a  producing  capital. 

"This  is  not  a  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce talk,"  the  Mayor  said,  "I 
mean  it." 

W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  di- 
rector of  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall, 
also  spoke  at  the  luncheon,  as  did 
Rep.  Bruce  Barton  who  asserted 
films  have  been  instrumental  in 
opening  up  new  channels  in  adver- 
tising technique. 

Among  important  members  of  the 
organization  in  attendance  are:  W. 
J.  Albersheim,  D.  Mackenzie  and 
K.  F.  Morgan  of  Erpi;  M.  C.  Batsel 
and  E.  W.  Kellogg  of  the  RCA  Man- 
ufacturing Co.;  H.  D.  Behr  of  Wilmer 
&  Vincent;  E.  K.  Carver,  D.  L.  Hynd- 
man,  J.  I.  Crabtree,  E.  P.  Curtis,  R. 
M.  Evans,  H.  M.  Townsley,  F.  Tut- 
tle  and  H.  C.  Wellman  of  the  East- 
man Kodak  Co.;  A.  C.  Downs,  E. 
R.  Geib,  E.  A.  Williford  and  D.  Joy 
of  the  National  Carbon  Co.;  J.  Durst, 
G.  Friedl,  Jr.,  P.  A.  McGuire  and  H. 
Griffin  of  International  Projector;  A. 
S.  Dickinson  of  the  MPPDA;  L.  W. 
Davee  of  Motiograph;  G.  C.  Edwai'ds 


Happy  Childhood!  !  I 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — There's  plenty  of 
variety  in  giveaways  for  kid  shows  be- 
ing offered  by  Wisconsin  exhibitors. 
The  Uptown  Theater,  Racine,  for  ex- 
ample, has  offered  a  5-cent  bottle  of 
milk;  the  Bay  at  Cren  Bay,  candy 
bars  and  coin  banks;  the  Orpheum  in  the 
same  city,  Eskimo  pies;  the  Strand  in 
Creen  Bay,  doughnuts;  the  Strand  and 
Madison  in  Madison,  5-cent  bag  of 
Karmelkorn;  the  Capitol  in  Madison,  a 
Jumbo  ice  cream,  and  the  Orpheum  in 
the  same  city,  a  piece  of  birthday  cake 
in  observance  of  Donald  Duck's  fifth 
birthday. 


Rhapsody  in  Blue 

Bushnell,  Fla. — The  Bushnell  Theater  is 
undergoing  an  extensive  redecorating 
program.  The  walls  have  been  painted 
in  five  shades  of  blue,  graduated  from 
a  Copenhagen  shade  at  the  bottom  to 
a  delicate  sky  blue  at  the  top.  A  silver 
grey  curtain  covers  the  stage  with  royal 
blue  side   drapes. 


of  Warners'  Strand  Theater;  R.  E. 
Farnham  of  General  Electric;  F.  C. 
Gilbert  of  Altec;  G.  R.  Giroux  of 
Technicolor;  0.  M.  Glunt  and  W.  A. 
MacNair  of  Bell  Telephone  Labora- 
tories; M.  E.  Gillette  of  the  U.  S. 
Army;  P.  Mole  of  Mole-Richardson; 
0.  F.  Neu  of  Neumade  Products; 
J.  A.  Norling-  of  Loucks  &  Norling; 
H.  F.  Oakley  of  du  Pont;  E.  I. 
Sponable  of  20th  Century-Fox;  R.  0. 
Strock  of  Eastern  Service  Studio;  S. 
K.  Wolf,  acoustic  consultant;  B. 
Schlanger,  F.  J.  Serrano  and  V.  A. 
Wellman. 


Movies  in  Three  Dimensions 
Demonstrated  at  SMPE  Meet 

Practical  demonstrations  of  how 
to  make  the  right  eye  see  things 
that  are  hidden  from  the  left  eye, 
and  vice  versa,  to  reproduce  a  three- 
dimensional  motion  picture;  and 
the  production  of  "phosphorescent 
echoes"  to  create  artificial  sound 
reverberation  in  rapidly  shifting- 
television  scenes,  were  among  the 
high  jinks  performed  before  the 
SMPE  last  night  on  the  World's 
Fair  grounds. 

J.  A.  Norling,  of  Loucks  &  Nor- 
ing  Studios,  described  the  making 
of  a  three-dimensional  motion  pic- 
ture on  double  film  with  a  camera 
having  two  polarized  lenses,  spaced 
apart  to  record  the  composite  depth 
of  vision  obtained  by  human  eyes. 
He  then  distributed  polarized  view- 
ing glasses  to  the  SMPE  delegates 
with  which  they  saw  the  completed 
pix  at  the  Chrysler  World's  Fair 
Auditorium.  One  of  the  lenses  in 
the  viewing  glasses  is  polarized  to 
admit  light  vertically  and  the  other 
to  admit  light  horizontally,  so  that 
each  eye  sees  a  slightly  different 
image,  which  when  communicated 
to  the  brain  together  become  a  com- 
posite scene  of  amazingly  natural 
perspective. 

Peter  C.  Goldmark  and  Paul  S. 
Hendricks  of  CBS  at  yesterday  af- 
ternoon's session  disclosed  the  es- 
sentials of  a  unique  system  they 
developed  for  the  production  of 
desired  reverberation  effects  to  meet 
the  special  requirements  of  tele  pro- 
gram production.  They  propose  that 
all  tele  sets  and  props  be  built  with 
a  sub-normal  or  "dead"  acoustical 
characteristic  and  that  the  desired 
echoes  be  added  artificially.  Sys- 
tem is  said  to  be  adaptable  to  film 
use. 

A.  S.  Dickinson,  the  SMPE  finan- 
cial vice-president,  and  J.  Frank,  Jr., 
the  secretary,  were  returned  for  ad- 
ditional terms  at  the  election  yes- 
terday morning.  D.  E.  Hyndman, 
of  the  Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Society's  Atlantic 
Coast  Section,  was  elected  engineer- 
ing vice-president.  R.  0.  Strock, 
of  the  Eastern  Service  Studios,  was 
chosen   treasurer. 


VAUDEVILLE  INCREASE 
ESTIMATED  AT  60  P.  G. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Brandt  Circuit  houses  so  far  have 
proved  satisfactory,  and  other  the- 
aters of  the  circuit  are  being  readied 
for  acts  as  soon  as  the  test  periods 
establish  that  the  public  favors  the 
policy  as  a  steady  diet. 

Loew's  Metropolitan  in  Brooklyn 
will  initiate  one  week  of  stage  shows 
on  Oct.  19  when  Eddie  Cantor  makes 
his  first  bow  in  a  Brooklyn  house 
in  more  than  eight  years.  However, 
it  is  not  planned  to  make  the  policy 
permanent. 

Unit  shows  out  of  Chicago  are  re- 
ported to  be  in  heavy  demand  in  the 
Midwest,  while  many  independent 
houses  along  the  Eastern  seaboard 
are  said  to  be  preparing  to  book  acts. 

While  Screeno  and  other  games 
continue  to  hold  the  spotlight  as  the 
extra  atraction  in  a  majority  of  the- 
aters, it  is  reported  that  managers 
plan  to  turn  to  stage  shows  if,  and 
when,  giveaways  lose  their  draw- 
ing power. 


Krepps'  Statement  Applied 
to  Vaude  and  Not  Skouras 

Dillon  Krepps,  Skouras  district 
manager,  was  quoted  in  yesterday's 
Film  Daily  to  the  effect  that  busi- 
ness in  the  circuit's  New  York  City 
theaters  was  running  approximately 
40  per  cent  ahead  of  a  year  ago. 
Percentage  figure  applied  instead  to 
the  general  gain  in  vaudeville  book- 
ings, and  was  not  applicable  to  the 
Skouras   circuit. 


Many  Cities  Observed  Pix's 
Golden  Jubilee  Last  Week 


The  film  industry's  50th  anniver- 
sary was  celebrated  in  a  number  of 
key  cities  last  week,  with  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Gi'eenville,  S.  C,  topping 
the  news. 

In  San  Francisco,  Mayor  Rossi 
proclaimed  Oct.  8-15  as  Motion  Pic- 
ture Jubilee  Week.  Most  of  the 
local  papers  stressed  the  point  that 
among  the  earliest  attempts  to  make 
pictui'es  move  were  those  at  Leland 
Stanford's  farm  at  Palo  Alto  in 
1872. 

In  Greneville,  Ann  Rutherford  ap- 
peared as  Queen  of  the  Cotton  Fes- 
tival at  the  Cotton  States  Exposi- 
tion, where,  in  1894,  Thomas  Armat, 
early  experimenter  in  pictures,  first 
saw  Edison's  Kinetoscope. 

Other  celebrations  in  one  form 
or  another  were  held  in  Chicago, 
Baltimore,  Pittsburgh,  Harrisburg, 
Los  Angeles,  Cleveland,  Columbus, 
Milwaukee,  Dallas,  El  Paso,  Tacoma, 
Buffalo,  Rochester,  Fort  Wayne, 
Zanesville,  Elkhart,  and  Houghton, 
Mich. 


Fred  Wagner  Dead 

Chicago — Fred  Wagner,  for  sev- 
eral years,  head  booker  for  the  20th- 
Fox  Exchange,  died  at  the  Edward 
Hines  Hospital  after  a  long  illness. 
He  was  a  leading  member  of  the 
Chicago  Bookers  Club.  His  wife 
survives. 


«REVieiU5» 

"Law  of  the  Pampas" 

with   William   Boyd,   Russell   Hayden, 

Sidney  Toler 

Paramount-Sherman  72  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
SPLENDID      ENTERTAINMENT      WITH 
ARGENTINA  FURNISHING  NEW  L0     \E 
FOR      HOPALONG      CASSIDY'S     ADUVl 
TURES. 

Here  is  splendid  entertainment,  with  the 
Argentine  furnishing  a  new  locale  for  the 
adventures  of  Hopalong  Cassidy.  As  usual, 
Harry  Sherman  has  assembled  a  very  good 
cast  and  gained  excellent  production  val- 
ues. Nate  Watt  has  turned  in  fine  direc- 
tion, creating  suspense  and  holding  inter- 
est until  the  end.  Bill  Boyd  gives  a  sin- 
cere, convincing  performance  as  "Hoppy," 
while  Sidney  Toler  is  especially  good  in 
the  role  of  an  Argentine  ranch  foreman, 
who  is  always  worrying.  Russell  Hayden 
does  his  usual  capable  work  as  Boyd's 
happy-go-lucky  companion.  Steffi  Duna  is 
intriguing  as  a  singer  and  dancer,  while 
Sidney  Blackmer  is  a  smooth,  cold-blooded 
villain.  Pedro  de  Cordoba  is  effective  as 
the  ranch  owner.  William  Duncan,  Anna 
Demetrio  and  Jo  Jo  La  Savio  complete  the 
cast.  Harrison  Jacobs  supplied  an  inter- 
esting screenplay.  Russell  Harlan's  cam- 
erawork is  up  to  his  usual  high  standard. 
When  de  Cordoba  purchases  much  live- 
stock in  Colorado,  Boyd  is  assigned  to  de- 
liver the  shipment  to  the  Argentine.  At 
the  de  Cordoba  ranch,  he  learns  that 
de  Cordoba's  daughter,  who  was  married 
to  Blackmer,  and  de  Cordoba's  son  had 
died  under  mysterious  circumstances. 
Blackmer's  actions  cause  Boyd  to  suspect 
that  Blackmer  had  both  his  wife  and 
brother-in-law  slain  so  that  he  would  have 
no  opposition  for  control  of  the  ranch 
when  de  Cordoba  passed  on.  Boyd  gathers 
evidence  that  proves  Blackmer  hired  men 
to  cause  the  deaths,  and  in  an  exciting 
finish  Blackmer  and  his  men  are  brought 
to    justice. 

CAST:  William  Boyd,  Russell  Hayden, 
Sidney  Toler,  Steffi  Duna,  Sidney  Black- 
mer, Pedro  de  Cordoba,  William  Duncan, 
Ann  Demetrio,  Eddie  Dean,  Glenn  Strange, 
Jo  Jo  La  Savio  and  the  King's  Men. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  As- 
sociate Producer,  Joseph  W.  Engel;  Direc- 
tor, Nate  Watt;  Based  on  character  cre- 
ated by  Clarence  E.  Mulford;  Original 
Screenplay,  Harrison  Jacobs;  Cameraman, 
Russell  Harlan;  Art  Director,  Lewis  J. 
Rachmil;  Editor,  Carroll  Lewis;  Sound,  Earl 
Sitar. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


J.  A.  Heffernan  Dead 

Springfield,  Mass. — James  A.  Hef- 
fernan, who  once  led  the  orchestras 
in  the  Court  Square,  Bijou  and 
Broadway  Theaters,  here,  died  after 
a  brief  illness. 


I .viii    Double    Bill 

Wichita,  Kans.— The  Civic  Theater 
here  double-billed  "Confessions  of  a 
Nazi  Spy"  and  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln" 
with  the  question:  "Which  ISM  Will 
Dominate  America?  Nazism?,  or  Amer- 
icanism?" Mats  flanked  each  other 
with  the  latter  two  words  and  their 
questions  in  bold  type  atop  each. 


Tuesday,  October  17,  1939 
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COLUMBIA'S  SPECIAL 
OFF  FOR  "SMITH"  BOW 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Schneider,  A.  Montague,  Nate  B. 
Spingold,  Maurice  A.  Bergman,  Leo 
Jaffe,  Frank  McGrann,  Hortense 
So*— yr,  Leonard  Gaynor,  Hank 
K/v  .-man,  and  Bernard  Zeeman. 
President  Harry  Cohn,  who  flew  to 
New  York  yesterday  from  the  Coast, 
preceded  the  party  to  attend  a  Na- 
tional Press  Club  Luncheon  for 
Capra  this  noon.  Speakers  will  in- 
clude Capra,  Arthur  Hachten,  Club's 
prexy,  and  W.  G.  Van  Schmus. 

Representatives  of  newspapers  from  Xew 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Boston 
include : 

From   New   York:    Chester   B.    Bahn,   How- 
ard  Barnes,   William   Boehnel,    Colvin   Brown, 
Herbert   Cohen,  Eileen  Creelman,   Frank   Far- 
rell,     Dale     Harrison,     Arthur    James,     Bland 
Johaneson,  Maurice  Kann,  George  Lait,  Chick 
1   Lewis,     Donald     M.     Mersereau,     Daniel     D. 
i   Mich,    Leo    Mishkin,    Lee    Mortimer,    Frank 
Nugent,     Rose     Pelswick,     Martin     Quigley, 
George    Ross,    Sam    Shain,    Frances     Simon, 
5    H.     Allen     Smith,     Frederick     James     Smith, 
1   Louis     Sobol,     Jack     Stinnett,     Irene     Thirer, 
,    Danton  Walker,   Tom  Wenning,   Archer  Win- 
sten,     Joan     Younger.         From     Philadelphia : 
1   Bernard    Bergman.    Jay    Emanuel,    Jeff    Keen, 
)  Henry   Murdock,   Samuel   Schwab,    Moe   Wax. 
From      Baltimore :      Norman      Clark,     Gilbert 
Kanouer.        From    Boston :     Marjory    Adams, 
Joyce  Dana,  Peggy  Doyle,  Helen  Eager,  Pru- 
I  iiella   Hall,    Charles    Howard,    Elinor    Hughes, 
.  John   Hutchens. 

Tonight's  world  premiere,  which  follows 
a  dinner  for  Capra,  will  attract  a  number  of 
I  exhibs.  in  addition  to  the  official  audience  of 
I  cabinet  members,  Federal  executives  and 
i  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  Schedued 
.   to  attend  are : 

'       From    Baltimore:    Frank    Durkee,    Durkee's 
;  Circuit;    I.    M.    Rappaport,    Hippodrome   The- 
I   ater;    J.    Louis    Rome,    Rome    Circuit.      From 
,    Washington :    John    J.    Payette,    general    zone 
'   manager,     Warner     Bros.     Theaters;     George 
5   A.   Crouch,  asst.  general  zone  manager,  War- 
l   ner   Bros.    Theaters ;    Charles   Olive   and    Fred 
Kogod,    Atlas   and    Princess   Theaters;    A.    E. 
1  Lichtman,     Lichtman     Circuit;     Louis     Bern- 
heimer,    Bernheimer    Theaters;    Morton    Thal- 
himer    and    Sam    Bendheim    of    the    Neighbor- 
hood   Theaters,    Richmond,    Va. ;    Ben    Pitts, 
Pitts      Circuit,      Fredricksburg,      Va. ;      Louis 
Ribnitzki,    chief    booker    Warner    Bros.    The- 
aters;  J.   Henry   Hiser,   Hiser   Theater,    Beth- 
esda,   Md. ;   Herman   Rubin,   Century'   Theater, 
Petersburg,    Va. ;    Wm.    Wilder,    Wilder   The- 
aters,   Norfolk,    Va. ;    Leonard    Gordon,    Pal- 
ace Theater,  Newport  News,  Va. ;  Mrs.  Clara 
Wachter,  Henry's  Theater,  Hagerstown,  Md. ; 
Mrs.    Grace   Fisher,    Maryland   Theater,    Cum- 
berland, Md.;   Hunter  Perry,  Paramount  The- 
ater,   Charlottesville,    Md. ;    Elmore   D.    Heins, 
Roanoke,   Va. 

Trial  of  Nick  on  Extortion 
Charge  Starts  in  St.  Louis 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

terday  before  Circuit  Judge  Aron- 
son.  Selection  of  a  jury  was  com- 
pleted. The  testimony  is  expected 
to  take  a  week. 

State  Representative  Edward  M. 
Brady,  jointly  charged  with  Nick 
in  connection  with  one  alleged  $10,- 
000  collection  from  theater  owners 
in  1936  was  granted  severance  and 
will  be  tried  later.  Conviction  on 
charge  would  carry  a  punishment  of 
from  two  to  five  years'  imprison- 
ment. 

Nick  has  declared  he  is  innocent 
of  the  chai'ge. 


Fine  Arts  Exec.  Dead 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Los    Angeles — Samuel    Diege,    37, 
production   manager  for  Fine  Arts, 
died  of  heart  attack. 


Biz  Men  to  Continue  Free  Pix  Indoors 

Edgerton,  O. — Edgerton  business  men  are  sponsoring  a  continuation  of  the  free 
shows  given  outdoors  throughout  the  Summer,  and  will  use  the  Park  Opera  House  for 
the  indoor  gatherings,  shows  to  be   given  each   Saturday   afternoon   and  evening. 


Alexander  Film  Acquires 

TAD's  Principal  Assets 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
Don    Alexander    of    the    Alexander 
Company. 

The  sale  marks  the  latter's  ac- 
quisition of  the  business  of  its  larg- 
est competitor,  which  was  formed 
three  years  ago. 

TAD,  with  C.  B.  Akers  of  Dallas 
as  its  president,  has  been  operating 
in  seven  states  with  its  principal 
business  operations  in  Oklahoma  and 
Texas. 

TAD  has  disposed  of  its  principal 
assets  to  Alexander,  and  Alexander 
will  carry  on  TAD's  business.  The 
assets  consist  om  some  $300,000  in 
business  on  TAD's  books.  TAD  will 
remain  incorporated  to  assist  in  the 
completion  by  Alexander  of  existing 
theater  and  advertising  contracts. 

The  deal  also  includes  the  assign- 
ment to  Alexander's  of  the  co-dis- 
tributor's contract  held  by  TAD 
with  General  Screen  Advertising, 
Inc.,  (GSA)  of  Chicago. 

Also  included  is  the  assignment  of 
all  TAD's  theater  screening  agree- 
ments— some  1,500  in  seven  states. 
Included  among  the  exclusive  agree- 
ments are  three  Paramount  partner 
chains — Kincey  of  the  Carolinas,  In- 
terstate of  Texas,  and  the  East 
Texas  Jefferson  Amusement  chain, 
as  well  as  a  long-time  screening 
agreement  with  Griffith  Amusement 
Affiliated  Theaters,  which  operates 
in  the  southwestern  states. 


55  Paris  Film  Theaters 

Open;  Old  Pix  Favored 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
unwilling   to   play   new   releases   in 
view    of    the    limited    box-office    re- 
ceipts possible  at  the  present  time. 

Safety  decrees  in  effect  are  fac- 
tors in  the  small  attendance  figures. 
Audiences  are  restricted  to  300.  sale 
of  standing  room  is  prohibited  and 
all  theaters  must  have  air  raid  shelt- 
ers within  150  yards  of  exits. 

The  house  personnel  problem  is 
a  serious  one.  There  is  a  shortage 
of  projectionists.  American  distribs. 
are   assisting  in  training   operators. 


Amended  Complaint  in  Folly 
Anti-Trust  Suit  Against  UA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Corn.,  in  its  anti-trust  suit  for 
$250,000  triple  damages  against  the 
eight  majors.  Republic  Pictures 
Corp..  Monogram  Distributing  Corp.. 
Randforce  Amusement  Corp.,  and 
other  defendants. 

Plaintiff  claims  that  a  conspiracy 
to  deprive  it  of  product  forced  it 
to  surrender  its  lease  to  the  Folly 
Theater,   Brooklyn. 


Briefs  in  B  b  K  Contempt 
Case  to  be  Filed  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ington  where  they  completed  the 
briefs  in  the  Government's  contempt 
case  against  B  &  K  and  major  com- 
panies. Simon  and  Wright  are  ex- 
pected to  submit  the  briefs  immedi- 
ately to  Judge  Woodward.  Final 
details  of  the  case  insofar  as  the 
Government's  preparation  is  con- 
cerned are  believed  to  have  been 
completed. 

Defendant  companies  will  have  30 
days  in  which  to  answer  after  the 
briefs   are  submitted  to  the  court. 

Mohr   Funeral    Held 

Funeral  services  for  William  R. 
Mohr,  46,  head  of  the  bonding  and 
security  department  of  Actors 
Equity,  were  held  Sunday  at  his 
home  in  Chappequa,  N.  Y.,  with 
interment  following.  Mohr  died  last 
week  of  a  heart  attack.  He  had 
been  with  Equity  since  1924.  He 
is  survived  by  his  mother,  Mrs.  J. 
Leonard    Mohr. 


COLE  IN  SYRACUSE; 
NEW  UNIT  PLANNED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

bility  of  any  Syracuse  exhibitors 
attending  the  session,  most  of  those 
interviewed  expressing  the  opinions 
that  they  were  satisfied  with  the 
leadership  of  Max  A.  Cohen,  whose 
original  Allied  unit  severed  connec- 
tions with  national. 

Although  Cohen  was  asked  to  at- 
tend today's  meeting,  he  previously 
announced  that  he  would  not  be 
present. 

Other  Allied  leaders  who  were 
asked  to  attend  include  Frank  Ly- 
don,  eastern  regional  vice-president; 
Sidney  Samuelson,  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  unit;  Lee  Newbury, 
president  of  New  Jersey  Allied,  and 
Arthur  Howard,  business  manager 
of  the  New  England  unit. 


Richard,  Long  III,  Dead 

New  Bedford,  Mass. — Joseph  Rich- 
ard, 40,  for  more  than  27  years  as- 
sistant projectionist  at  the  Empire 
Theater  here,  died  at  his  home  fol- 
lowing an  illness  of  two  years. 
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CAVALCADE 

AS  GREAT  AS 
YOU  KNEW  IT 
WOULD  BE! 


With  holdovers  already  starting,  the  reports 
of  sensational  business  continue  to  roll  in 
from  all  parts  of  the  nation! 
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Suit  Filed  Against  Four  N.  Y.  Circuits  by  Local  306 

ALLIED  WARNS  OF  DANGERS  FACING  PIXJNDUSTRY 

N.  Y.  Indie  Group  Claims  Cohen  Exceeded  Authority 


N.  Y.  Allied  President  to  be 

Asked  to  Deliver  Books 

of  State  Unit 

Syracuse — Eight  members  of  New 
York  Allied,  plus  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
national  president,  Sidney  Samuel- 
son  and  E.  Thornton  Kelly,  met  here 
yesterday  and  passed  a  resolution 
finding  fault  with  State  President 
Max  A.  Cohen  for  discharging  Kelly 
as  executive  secretary,  an  action,  it 
was  said,  which  exceeded  Cohen's 
authority  under  the  constitution. 

The  meeting  went  on  record  as 
an  official  session  of  Allied  Theaters 
of  New  York,  Inc.,  claiming  to  have 
been  legally  called  after  the  consti- 
tution was  consulted  regarding  let- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

BRANDT  TO  H'WOOD 

FOR  PRODUCT  CHECK 


Reported  to  be  "at  the  request  of 
theater  owners,"  Harry  Brandt, 
ITOA  president,  leaves  for  Holly- 
wood during  the  first  week  in  No- 
vember to  investigate  conditions  in 
the  industry. 

Among  the  matters  he  intends  to 
check  are  the  ability  of  picture  com- 
panies to  produce  high  quality  pic- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Glazer,  Gensler  Talk  Deal 
for  3  Productions  in  East 


Deal  whereby  Barney  Glazer  and 
Lewis  Gensler  will  make  three  fea- 
ture productions  at  Eastern  Service 
Studios  is  being  talked  now  between 
the    two    producers    and    studio    ex- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


2,177  Theaters  Reported 
$472,536,000  Gross  in  '37 

Washington   Bureau  of  THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington — A  gross  income  of 
$472,536,000  for  2,177  theaters  in 
the  United  States  for  1937,  was  re- 
ported yesterday  by  the  treasury 
department  in  the  second  of  a  series 
of  tabulations  compiled  by  commis- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Columbia  and  Capra  Capture  Washington; 

3,000  Attend  Premiere  of  "Mr.  Smith" 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — On  Aug.  24,  1814,  the  British  captured  Washington.  Yesterday, 
it  was  Columbia's  turn,  thanks  to  Frank  Capra  and  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington." 
Before  an  audience  of  more  than  3,000,  predominantly  official  and  including  outstanding 
figures  in  American  life,  the  Capra  production  starring  James  Stewart  and  Jean  Arthur 
had  its  world  premiere  in  the  D.A.R.'s  Constitution  Hall  under  sponsorship  of  the 
National    Press   Club,   a   precedent. 

The  picture,  with  its  stirring  and  timely  exposition  of  American  Democracy,  finding 
crystallization  in  Smith's  eloquent  cry,  "Liberty  is  too  precious  a  thing  to  be  buried 
in  books,"  held  the  vast  crowd  in  a  fashion  to  underline  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  critical 
estimate  of  Oct.  6:  "Ace  box-office  hit  gives  Frank  Capra  another  outstanding  contender 
for  Academy  honors." 

As  for  the  opening,  it  was  at  least  a  de  luxe  super-super  colossal  event.  Prelim- 
inaries included  a  Press  Club  luncheon  for  Capra  attended  by  450,  a  dinner  for  Capra 
at  which  some   100  visiting   newspaper  men   and  company  execs,   were   present. 

— BAHN. 


BELL  LABS' VOCODER    UA  ENTERING  BRAZIL 


SHOWN  TO  SNIPE  MEN 


Coincident  with  the  demonstration 
last  night  of  the  "Vocoder"  or 
"voice  coder"  to  the  delegates  of 
SMPE  in  the  auditorium  of  the  En- 
gineering Society  Building,  29  West 
39th  St.,  in  company  with  members 
of  the  New  York  Electrical  Society, 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 


Whitehead  Sues  for  $100,000 
from  Actor  Unions'  Execs. 


Libel    suit   for   $100,000    damages 

was  filed  yesterday  in  the  New  York 

Supreme  Court  by  Ralph  Whitehead 

against  Edward  Arnold,  Frank  Gill- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


EXHIB'N  VIA  3  HOUSES 


Operation  of  three  theaters  in 
Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  will  be  definitely 
identified  with  United  Artists  by  the 
terms  of  a  deal  which  has  been  con- 
cluded with  local  interests  there,  it 
was    asserted   yesterday   by  Walter 

'Continued  on  Page  7) 


N. 


Y.  Pari-Mutuel  Return 
Estimated  at  5  Millions 


Albany — Sponsor   John   J.   Dunni- 

gan's  estimate  of  $8,000,000  to  $10,- 

000,000  take  by  the  state  annually 

in  the  event  of  pari-mutuel  passage 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


Local  306  Sues  Four  N.  Y.  C  Circuits 
For  Restoration  of  10  P.  C.  Wage  Cut 


Guests  Arrive  in  Detroit 
For  Premiere  of  "Passage" 


Detroit — Prominent  circuit  opera- 
tors, key  city  newspapermen  and 
Hollywood  stars  will  arrive  here 
today  and  tomorrow  for  the  world 
premiere  of  Paramount's  "Disputed 
(.Continued  on  Page  6) 


Suits  have  been  instigated  by  Lo- 
cal 306,  operators  union,  against 
RKO,  Loew,  Warner  and  Paramount 
theater  circuits  in  the  area  within 
the  union's  jurisdiction  asking  for 
restoration  of  a  10  per  cent  wage 
cut  granted  by  the  Local  to  the  the- 
aters when  Sam  Kaplan  was  presi- 
dent of  the  union. 

Suits,  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Bas- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Abram  Myers  Drops  Hint  As 

To  How  Certain  Problems 

Could  Be  Met 

Dangers  confronting  the  motion 
picture  industry  and  a  suggestion 
as  to  how  all  branches  of  the  busi- 
ness might  co-operate  in  meeting 
certain  problems  highlight  a  general 
bulletin  issued  yesterday  by  Abram 
F.  Myers,  general  counsel  of  Al- 
lied. Myers'  message  covers  a 
variety  of  subjects  ranging  from  war 
losses  to  the  industry's  Golden  Jubi- 
lee. 

Under  the  heading  of  "Dancing  in 
the  Dark,"  referring  to  the  pro- 
ducers' alleged  "uncontrolled  power 
to  increase  or  lower  the  value  of 
their  products  after  the  prices  to 
the  exhibitors  have  been  fixed,"  the 
bulletin  makes  a  veiled  suggestion 
as  to  how  this  practice  and  others 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

WB,  U  DROPPED  FROM 
QUEMOS  TRUST  SUIT 

Newark,  N.  J. — Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  and  Universal  Pictures 
have  been  stricken  by  Federal  Judge 
Fake  as  defendants  in  the  suit 
brought  by  Quemos  Theaters  Co., 
former  operators  of  the  Mosque. 
Downtown  house,  under  Federal 
anti-trust  laws.  It  was  held  that 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Wage  Scale  for  Television 
To  be  Prepared  by  Gordon 

Indicating  that  NBC  is  interested 
in  ironing  out  the  question  of  wage 
scales  for  television  broadcasts  as 
quickly  as  possible  in  order  to  step 
up  the  quality  of  the  shows,  Max 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Wilcox  to  Remain  in  U.  S.; 
Plans  to  Produce  "Irene" 


Herbert  Wilcox  will  remain  in 
the  U.  S.  until  his  services  are 
needed   by   the   British  government 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Roman  Suing  Para.  Over 
Alleged  Pix  Re-issue  Breach 

Asking  for  $250,000  damages  for 
alleged  breach  of  a  contract  to  dis- 
tribute re-issues  of  "Morocco"  and 
"The  Spoilers,"  Benjamin  Roman 
filed  suit  yesterday  in  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court  against  Paramount 
Pictures,  Inc.,  and  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Corp.  Applica- 
tion was  also  filed,  returnable  on 
Oct.  24,  to  examine  before  trial  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  Myron  Sattler,  Milton 
Kusell  and  Joseph  Unger. 

The  complaint  claims  that  the  de- 
fendants on  Nov.  18,  1938,  gave  Ro- 
man a  one-year  exclusive  agency 
for  the  two  pictures  in  New  York 
State  and  Northern  New  Jersey.  In 
Feb.,  1939,  the  complaint  contends, 
the  defendants  refused  to  supply 
any  additional  prints  and  notified 
Roman  that  the  contract  was  termi- 
nated. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%) 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 114       1  Vi       1%     

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..      9  8y2       9       +     % 

East.    Kodak    160       155'/2  160       +  5% 

do    pfd 160       160       160         

Cen.    Th.    Eq 12         115/8     12       +     l/4 

Loew's,    Inc 34         33y2     333/4—     Vs 

do    pfd 

Paramount      7%       75/8       73/4   +     i/g 

Paramount     1st    pfd..   80         80        80         

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     8%       8%       &%   +     Vs 

Pathe    Film    103/4     10i/2     10%   +     Vs 

RKO      15/g       1%       1%     

20th    Century-Fox    .  .    14y8     13y8     14       +     Vs 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24         24         24  

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 67         67         67         

Warner    Bros 4V8       4  4       —     Vs 

do    pfd 43         43         43       +2 

NEW  YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.   3'/2s46.  .99         98i/4     99       +1 

Para.    B'way    3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 y4s47    80  Vi     80 V4     80V2   +     i/4 

RKO   6s41     55V2     551/2     551/2   +  21/2 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  83         82         82         

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    ...      114       V/s       114     

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    115/8     U'/2     111/2—     1/4 

Trans-Lux     1 14       1  Vs       1  'A  +     Vs 

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100'/2      .... 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 5  7 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse.   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   63         66 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 58%     61 


B  &  K  Completing  Product 
Deals;  UA  Pact  Pending 

Chicago — With  a  United  Artists 
deal  still  in  negotiation,  B  &  K  has 
signed  new  season  product  deals 
with  all  companies  except  RKO,  ac- 
cording to  Abe  Kaufman,  chief 
booker  for  the  circuit.  Conferences 
on  an  RKO  pact  are  expected  to  get 
under  way  next  week. 

Great  States  Circuit  has  com- 
pleted its  product-buying  for  the 
season,   several    re-issues    included. 

Kaufman  said  yesterday  that 
most  of  the  new  season  pictures  are 
registering  well  at  the  box-offices. 
Three  United  Artists  pictures  now 
playing"  were  booked  on  individual 
deals. 


Cleveland  Indies  Sign  New 
Operator  Pact  at  Old  Scale 

Cleveland — A  new  one-year  con- 
tract between  the  operators  and  in- 
dependent exhibitors  was  settled 
vesterday.  New  pact  calls  for  the 
same  wage  scale  and  practically  the 
same  working  conditions.  First- 
runs  and  affiliated  theaters  had  pre- 
viously signed  a  new  contract  at  the 
old   scale. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Two  Circuits  Book  "Maginot" 

Skouras  and  Walter  Reade  cir- 
cuits have  booked  "Double  Crime  In 
The  Maeinot  Line"  for  their  entire 
chains,  Tower  Pictm*es,  distributors 
of  the  film,  announced  yesterday. 
Bookings  have  also  been  set  with 
the  Fabian   circuit,  it  was  said. 


"Allegheny  Uprising"  Set 

Pittsburgh  —  World  premiere  of 
"Allegheny  Uprising"  has  been  set 
for  Nov.  3  at  Loew's  Penn.  RKO 
is  planning  an  opening  similar  to 
those  held  by  other  companies  in 
Dodge  City  and  Omaha. 


Mrs.  Cowan  Recovering 

Albany — Mrs.  Larrv  Cowan,  wife 
of  the  manager  of  Fabian's  Grand, 
Albany,  is  recuperating  after  a  seri- 
ous illness. 
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Levy,  Interstate's  City 

Mgr.  in  Fort  Worth,  Dies 

Fort  Worth,  Tex. — Pierre  C.  Levy, 
53,  city  manager  for  the  Interstate 
Circuit  Theaters  in  Fort  Worth  for 
the  past  five  years,  died  in  Fort 
Worth  Hospital  Sunday  after  a 
year's  illness. 

Levy,  one  of  Fort  Worth's  oldest 
showmen  in  number  of  years  con- 
nected with  film  theaters,  has  had 
much  to  do  with  the  progress  of 
theaters  in  Fort  Worth.  He  operated 
the  Healy  Theater  here  as  a  nickel- 
odeon about  1913,  and  later  the  Hip- 
podrome, as  the  city's  first,  first- 
class  movie  theater. 


'Jamaica  Inn"  25%  Ahead 
Of  "Beachcomber"  in  N.  Y. 


At  the  completion  of  its  first 
week  at  the  Rivoli  Theater,  Charles 
Laughton's  "Jamaica  Inn"  is  run- 
ning 25  per  cenat  ahead  of  the  star's 
previous  vehicle,  "The  Beach- 
comber," which  played  the  Rivoli 
during  last  Christmas  week,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  made  by  Manager 
John  Wright  to  Paramount,  distrib- 
utors of  both  Laughton  pictures. 

On  the  basis  of  this  first  week's 
business,  "Jamaica  Inn"  will  be  one 
of  the  three  top-grossers  to  play  the 
Rivoli  in  the  past  five  years,  Wright 
also  reported. 


Allege  Plagiarism  of  Song 
in  Suit  Against  20th-Fox 

Suit  for  alleged  song  plagiarism 
was  filed  yesterday  in  the  Federal 
Court  against  20th  Century-Fox 
Film  Corp.,  Con  Conrad,  Herb  Ma- 
gidson,  and  the  Sam  Fox  Publishing 
Co.,  by  Carl  Field  and  Henry  and 
Jeff   Clarkson. 

The  suit  claims  that  the  song 
"Here's  to  Romance,"  in  the  20th- 
Fox  picture  of  the  same  title,  in- 
fringes upon  the  plaintiff's  song, 
"Goodbye  to  Love."  Suit  asks  for 
$25,000  damages,  an  accounting  on 
profits  allegedly  exceeding  $500,- 
000,  and  an  injunction. 


George  Glass  is  Appointed 
Vice-Pres.  of  Birdwell  Co. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — George  Glass  moves 
up  to  vice-presidency  of  Russell 
Birdwell  and  Associates,  Hollywood 
publicity  firm. 

For  three  and  a  half  years,  Glass 
worked  in  Birdwell's  Selznick  Inter- 
national publicity  and  exploitation 
department.  He  left  S-I  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  to  join  Bird- 
well's  independent  company. 


HERE'S  YOUR  MAN! 

Experienced  talent  scout  with  a  knack 
for  "getting  things  done"  now  avail- 
able. Background  of  15  years  in  all 
phases  of  motion  picture  business. 
Would  be  valuable  assistant  to  busy 
producer.  Can  offer  sterling  references 
as  to  ability  and  character. 
Box  1405  THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501  B'way  N.   Y.   C. 


i    a  I  tain 
tht  natter 


cominG  nrso  Gome 


NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK  is  scheduled  to  re- 
turn here  next  week  from  a  visit  to  the  Metro 
studios. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  returns  to  the  Coast 
in  about  a  week  after  a  combined  business 
trip   and   vacation   here. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,   Metor  sales 
plans   to   go   to   Chicago   on   business 
part   of   this  week. 

DR.  A.  H.  CIANNINI  arrives  here  this  week 
for  a  vacation. 

MONROE  GREENTHAL,  United  Artists  ex- 
ploitation director,  leaves  for  the  Coast  this 
week-end    on    business. 

MORRIS  LOEWENSTEIN,  MPTOA  director  of 
Oklahoma  City,  who  has  been  visiting  in  New 
York,    leaves    today    for    Boston. 

DONALD  M.  MERSEREAU,  general  manager 
of  the  THE  FILM  DAILY  and  RADIO  DAILY 
and  CHESTER  B.  BAHN,  editor  of  THE  FILM 
DAILY,  were  in  Washington  yesterday  for  the 
opening  there  of  Columbia's  "Mr.   Smith." 

J.  KENFIELD  MORLEY,  president  of  Advita- 
graph,    is   here   for   the  SMPE  convention. 

IRVING  SHIFFRIN,  RKO  publicist,  has  re- 
turned from  Philadelphia  where  he  was  con- 
tacting newspapers  and  magazines  on  new  prod- 
uct. 

ELIZABETH  PATTERSON  arrived  from  Holly- 
wood  yesterday   for   a   two   week's   vacation. 

GERALDINE  FITZCERALD  arrives  here  Friday 
on    the    Manhattan   after   a   vacation    in    Ireland. 

DON  AMECHE  and  MRS.  AMECHE  leave  the 
Coast  next  week  for  an  eight-week  air  tour 
cf  South   and   Central  America. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR  is  scheduled  to  leave  the 
Coast  this  week  for  a  vacation  in  New  York. 

ELIZABETH  PATTERSON  arrives  here  this 
week  from  the  Coast  to  appear  on  a  radio 
program. 


Four  Theater  Companies 
As  Assessment  Reduction 


Application  of  four  associated 
moving  picture  theater  companies 
to  reduce  assessments  on  four  the- 
aters was  filed  yesterday  in  the 
New  York  Supreme  Court.  The  com- 
panies, Yoost  Photoplay  Theater 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Murray  Hill  Photoplay  Co., 
Inc.,  Ansonia  Amusement  Corp.,  and 
William  Yoost,  seek  reductions  vary- 
ing between  $30,000  and  $75,000 
on  theaters,  claiming  excessive  valu- 
ation by  the  tax  commission  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 


MP  Associates  Meet 

Business  meeting  and  luncheon  of 
Motion  Picture  Associates  was  held 
yesterday  at  the  Astor  with  Harold 
Rodner,  Emil  K.  Ellis  and  Sam 
Rinzler  as  guest  speakers.  Jack 
Ellis,  president,  presided.  Ellis  dis- 
closed that  13  new  applications  for 
membership  had  been  received,  which 
will  bring  the  number  of  members 
to  a  new  high. 


THE  THEATRE 


"A  Hilarious  Scuffle" — Atkinson,  Times 
GEORGE  ABBOTT  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

By   RICHARD   MAIBAUM   and 

HARRY  CLORK 

with   MILTON   BERLE 

Biltmore  Evenings,  8:45 

W.  47th  St.  Mats.,  Wed.  &  Sat. 


TODAY! 

Special  M-G-M  Flash! 

TOPNOTCHKA!  From  every  trade  preview  of  GARBO  in  "NINOTCHKA" 
have  come  report- cards  filled  in  by  exhibitors  that  confirm  the  industry's 
advance  enthusiasm.  If  you  were  unable  to  attend,  you  will  benefit  by  the  ad- 
vice of  those  who  saw  this  extraordinary  entertainment:  "Topnotchka  Enter- 
tainment." "It's  terrific.  Be  sure  to  tell  them  there's  a  new,  laughing  Garbo." 
"Enjoyed  every  minute  of  this  great  Lubitsch  comedy."  "Swell  comedy- 
romance  that  should  be  sold  far  in  advance  so  they  know  what  a  grand 
picture  is  coming."  "Word  of  mouth  will  make  it  S.R.O."  "Welcome  relief 
after  heavier  Garbo  roles,  she  is  screen's  new  comedienne  in  smash  hit!" 

BOX-OFFICE  BABES  i  As  we  go  to  press  "BABES  in  ARMS"  proves  beyond 
doubt  that  it  will  take  its  place  among  the  biggest  grossers  of  all  time. 
Dallas,  Philadelphia,  Los  Angeles,  Cincinnati,  Houston,  Chicago  have  each 
revealed  in  sensational  record-breaking  results  the  unique  entertainment 
qualities  of  this  MICKEY  ROONEY-JUDY  GARLAND  musical  comedy, 
with  stars  of  stage  and  screen  delivering  a  rousing  show.  M-G-M's  trade 
previews  gave  hundreds  of  exhibitors  first-hand  realization  of  why  booking 
time  must  be  doubled.  Publication  of  glowing  reports  following  the  press 
showing  intensified  the  demand  for  extension  of  playing  time.  Seldom  has 
a  picture  been  launched  with  hold-overs  pre-arranged  so  extensively. 


M-G-M 
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N.  Y.  CIRCUITS  SUED 
BY  OPERATORS  UNION 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

son,  incumbent  president,  claim  that 
when  the  Local  granted  the  wage 
cuts,  which  were  at  the  request  of 
the  theater  interests,  restoration  of 
the  cut  within  one  year's  time  was 
agreed  upon,  and  the  theater  cir- 
cuits have  failed  to  fulfill  their  part 
of  the  agreement. 

Papers  in  the  suits  were  served 
this  week,  with  legal  action  being 
instituted  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
New  York  County. 


N.  Y. 


Pari-Mutuel  Return 
Estimated  at  5  Millions 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
next  month  by  the  voters,  is  thought 
too  optimistic  by  observers  here. 
More  conservative  estimators  figure 
$3,000,000  to  $5,000,000,  with  Her- 
bert Bayard  Swope,  chairman  of  the 
State  Racing  Commission,  computing 
the  latter  figure  as  tops. 

Exhibs.  are  generally  taking  little 
part  in  the  fight,  except  in  this  sec- 
tion, where  Saratoga's  play  is  aug- 
mented by  neighborhood  horse  fans. 
However,  the  high  admissions  at 
Saratoga,  where  even  pass  holders 
must  pay  $1.25  to  gain  grandstand 
admission,  which  nominally  goes  for 
$2.75,  keeps  out  the  so-called  army 
of  dollar  bettors. 

Other  exhib.  opposition  is  ex- 
pressed around  Buffalo  and  Roches- 
ter, where  plans  for  a  track  are  ru- 
mored, New  York  is  the  only  state 
having  large  meets  where  mechani- 
cal wagering  is  not  permitted. 

Publicity  fund  against  pari-mutu- 
els  is  assertedly  being  aided  by 
bookies,  it  is  said  locally,  but  church 
groups  are  doing  the  heavy  firing, 
the  Protestant  sects  generally  op- 
posing and  many  Catholics  favoring, 
with  the  hierarchy  of  the  latter 
Church  non-committal  thus  far. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


West  Coast  Bureau  gj  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Evelyn  Nadel,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Nadel,  is 
to  be  married  Oct.  29  to  Charles  Metz- 
ger.  Her  uncle,  Harry  Nadel,  pur- 
chasing agent  for  Paramount,  is 
expected  to  fly  here  from  New  York 
to    attend   the   ceremony. 


Baltimore — Walter  Cohen,  Leader 
manager,  and  Miss  Marjorie  Kraut, 
will  be  married  Dec.  10. 


Joan  Votsis,  associate  editor  of 
Screen  Book,  will  wed  Peter  Curtis 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  22. 


Louis  Olshan,  cashier  at  Colum- 
bia's Albany  exchange,  was  married 
Oct.  15  to  Helen  Goldstein,  of  New 
York,  at  the  67th  Street  Synagogue. 


with  PHIL  M.  OALYi 


T  T  T 

—WASHINGTON 

•  •      •     COLUMBIA    became    something    more    than the    gem 

oi  the  ocean  here  yesterday as  some  three  thousand  of  Washing- 
ton's   official    life several    hundred    ace    newspapermen and 

scores  of  leading  exhibs from  the  country  around are  duly 

prepared  to  give  witness  this  morning For  with  Columbia  on  his 

arm,  so  to  speak "Mr.  Smith"  came  to  Washington  last  night 

under  the  guidance  of  Producer-Director  Frank  Capra to  enthuse 

thrill  and  entertain at  the  world  premiere  of  as  fine a  lesson 

in    Americanism as    this    industry    has    yet    contributed 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  SAY  that  a  notable  film was  given  a  notable  re- 
ception  by  a  notable  audience and  you  will  have  sum- 
marized  what  transpired  in  the  D.A.R.'s own  temple  of 

Liberty Constitution  Hall here  last  night There 

was  much  to  make the  premiere  distinctive It  was  the 

first  time  that  the  famed National  Press  Club officially 

gave  its  blessing to  such  an  occasion And  if  there  ever 

before  was  such a  turnout  of  officialdom for  a  pix  debut 

then  memory  is  playing  tricks for  it  doesn't  come  to 

mind 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  IN  fact,  you  might  have  called  the  roll of  the  Gov- 
ernment  and  there  would  have  been  few  absentees Mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet headed  by  Secretary  of  State  Cordell  Hull  and 

Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy very  much  in  the  industry  eye 

these  days department  heads high  officers  of  the  armed  forces 

delegates    and   resident    commissioners nearly    50    Senators 

and  more  than  250  members  of  the  House rubbed  elbows 

with  Press  Club  members visiting  newspaper  men  from  New  York 

and  other  Eastern  cities a  sizable  contingent  of  Columbia  execu- 
tives   headed  by  Harry  and  Jack  Cohn.  A.  Montague.  A.  Schneider, 

and  Nate  B.  Spingold and  leading  exhibitors  from  this  city 

Virginia  and  Maryland 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THERE  could  not  have  been  a  more  appreciative 
"first  night"  audience for  the  adventures and  misad- 
ventures  which   "Mr.   Smith"    encounters in   the    halls 

of  the  Congress And  for  that  matter growing  editorial 

momentarily there  is  no  other  audience which  stands 

to  benefit  more  specifically from  what   Capra  has   infused 

in  the  picture "Mr.  Smith"  coming  in  the  midst  of  the 

so-called  Neutrality  debate serves  to  remind that  there 

are  domestic  issues that  must  not  be  forgotten however 

pressing  the  foreign  situation  may  be 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THERE  were  plenty  of  showmanly  trimmings to   the 

premiere  which  in  itself  stands as  a  brilliant  achievement  in  show- 
manship   There  was   the   Press   Club's  luncheon   for   Capra 

attended   by   450    guests at    noon with   Capra,   W.    G.   Van 

Schmus  of  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  Harry  Cohn  and  Club  Prexy  Arthur 
Hachten  speakers Cohn  hailed  Capra  as  "The  Brisbane  of  the  mo- 
tion picture   industry" Capra   paid   tribute   to  Jim   Preston,   former 

chief  of  the  Senate  press  gallery,  who  was  technical  adviser  for  "Mr. 

Smith" Van  Schmus  called  attention  to  the  fact  this  was  the  first 

Capra  pix  to  have  a  world  premiere  away  from  the  Music  Hall,  where 

it   opens   tomorrow. There    was   the   later   dinner for   visiting 

newspaper  men,  Columbia  execs.,  and  Capra And  at  the  open- 
ing  there  were  the  gracious  remarks  of  Hachten  and  the  impressive 

first  appearance of  the  Press  Club's  chorus 


CLAIM  MAX  A.  COHEN 
EXCEEDED  AUTHORITY 
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ters  sent  out  by  officers  and  direc- 
tors. 

The  legal  election  of  Kelly  as  ex- 
ecutive secretary  on  Dec.  9,  7Q38, 
was  upheld  and  ratified  and  i^i'o- 
tion  was  passed  directing  Kelly  to 
request  Cohen  to  deliver  books  and 
records  to  Kelly  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  a  statement  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  to  all  members. 

Col.  Cole  and  Samuelson  addressed 
the  group  regarding  the  status  of 
the  New  York  organization  with  na- 
tional Allied,  but  whether  yester- 
day's gathering  constituted  a  nucleus 
of   an   affiliate  was  not  disclosed. 

Indications  are  that  two  New  York 
independent  exhibitor  organizations 
will  attempt  to  function  in  the 
state,  inasmuch  as  a  majority  of  the 
Allied  members  have  signified  their 
intentions  of  remaining  with  the 
Cohen  group,  following  the  split 
within  the  ranks  several  weeks  ago. 


When  reached  by  telephone  last 
night,  Max  Cohen  said  that  the 
Syracuse  meeting  appeared  to  be  the 
"fourth  fiasco  on  the  part  of  na- 
tional Allied  to  form  a  New  York 
unit." 

"All  this  hokum  about  my  deliv- 
ering the  books  tends  to  cloud  the 
real  issue,"  he  said. 

Glazer,  Gensler  Talk  Deal 
for  3  Productions  in  East 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ecutives,  it  was  reported  yesterday. 
It  is  expected  that  contracts  will  be 
closed  sometime  next  month. 

Glazer  and  Gensler  plan  to  make 
pictures  of  three  stage  plays  which 
they  have  lined  up  for  Broadway 
production  this  fall.  First  of  the  three 
shows  they  will  present,  "Summer 
Night,"  is  in  rehearsal  now.  It  is 
understood  that  necessary  financing 
arrangements  for  the  pictures  will 
be  set  by  the  time  the  deal  is 
signed.  

Award  for  Cartoon 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— "Old  Glory,"  a  War- 
ner Bros.-Leon  Schlesinger  cartoon, 
was  voted  the  outstanding  one-reel 
cartoon  of  the  year  through  an 
audience  poll  at  the  Hollywood  Tele- 
View  Newsreel  Theater. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   18 
Bob    Custer  Miriam    Hopkins 

Cuy  Wonders  Lamar  Trotti 

H.  J.  Yates,  Jr. 


COMBINATION ! 
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Only  three  other  pictures  in  the  Beast  seven  years  of  the 
New  York  Rivoli  Theatre  have  equalled  the  business 
of  'JAMAICA  INN"  the  Pommer-Laughton  May- 
flower Production,  released  by  Paramount.  "  JAMAICA 
INN"  even  tops  Laughton's  sensational  "Beachcomber" 
by  25%.  At  the  Paramount  Theatre,  New  Haven, 
44 JAMAICA  INN"  beat  "Beau  Geste"  and  "Honeymoon 
in  Bali."  At  Allyn  Theatre,  Hartford,  it  beat  "Honeymoon 
in  Bali"  and  "If  I  Were  King"! 
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ABRAM  MYERS  WARNS 

OF  CURRENT  DANGERS 
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might  be  clarified  or  solved.  Whether 
the  implication  was  intentional  or 
not,  the  thought  was  considered  by 
some  in  New  York  yesterday  as 
having  merit.  The  paragraph  in 
question   reads: 

"If  the  motion  picture  industry 
were  not  so  completely  monopolized, 
if  the  captains  regarded  the  exhibi- 
tors as  members  of  the  crew  rather 
than  stowaways,  so  much  of  the 
existing  suspicion  could  be  elimi- 
nated. They  could  then  co-operate 
in  meeting  a  common  disaster.  In- 
dependent exhibitors,  through  their 
national  organization,  would  be  in- 
vited to  name  a  commitee  to  work 
with  a  committee  representing  the 
producers  to  ascertain  and  report 
the  facts  in  reference  to  current 
and  prospective  losses,  to  advise  the 
exhibitors  as  to  how  production  val- 
ues are  being  maintained,  and  to 
make  recommendations  for  neces- 
sary curtailments  of  cost,  extended 
playing  time  for  pictures,  need  for 
additional  film  revenue  (if  any)  and 
other  matters  of  vital  interest  to  all 
parties." 

While  advancing  the  opinion  that 
this  was  "too  much  to  expect,"  the 
bulletin  adds  that  "national  Allied 
will  endeavor  to  report  to  its  mem- 
bers any  reliable  and  significant  in- 
formation coming  to  its  attention." 
In  regard  to  the  so-called  "war 
losses,"  Myers  points  out  that  there 
are  not  enough  facts  available  to 
determine  what  the  total  loss  will 
be.  He  contends  that  if  salaries 
in  the  industry  were  brought  into 
line  with  those  prevailing  in  other 
industries,  the  "losses  would  be 
largely  offset  and  the  industry  would 
not  be  such  a  target  for  taxation." 
If  the  exhibitors  are  to  be  partners 
in  shouldering  the  burden,  Myers 
continues,  (as  suggested  by  Joseph 
M.  Schenck)  "no  offer  has  been 
made  to  break  down  the  figures  so 
that  the  exhibitors  may  know  that 
the  burden  is  being  fairly  distrib- 
uted." 

The  bulletin  warns  against  pay- 
ing higher  film  rentals  in  face  of 
prospective  prosperity  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  war,  pointing  out  that 
a  war  prosperity  may  be  cut  off  at 
any  time  by  the  stroke  of  "a  pen 
in  Munich." 

Asserting  that  the  picture  busi- 
ness is  no  longer  a  baby,  the  bulle- 
tin summarizes  the  situation  today 
as  follows: 

1.  Pictures  are  no  longer  a  nov- 
elty. 2.  Radio  has  been  built  into 
an  able  competitor  due  to  stars  on 
the  air.  3.  Admission  prices  are 
much  higher  than  in  the  early  days 
and  unless  overheads  are  cut  down, 
the  industry  will  "enter  upon  an  era 
of   self-strangulation." 

Moves  by  Warner  Bros,  and  M-G- 
M  in  offering  some  of  the  conces- 
sions included  in  the  proposed  code 
receive  some  praise  by  Myers,  who 
believes  other  companies  will  fall  in 


Buffalo  Variety  Club  Gives  $2,852 

For  Victims  of  Recent  Polio  Wave 

The  Variety  Club  of  Buffalo,  associated  with  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
which  provided  speakers  for  65  theaters,  gathered  a  total  of  $2,852  in  collections  in 
Buffalo  movie  houses,  all  for  rehabilitation  work  among  victims  of  the  recent  poliomyelitis 
wave.  It  was  turned  over  to  the  Erie  County  Chapter  of  the  National  Foundation  for  In- 
fantile Paralysis.  Charles  A.  Broderick,  trustee  of  the  chapter,  commended  Variety  and  the 
theaters  for  their  "generous  contribution  and  co-operation,"  particularly  in  view  of  the 
"hard  blow  that  theater  business  had  suffered  during  the  epidemic  when  patronage 
of  children   under  14  was  banned." 


Wage  Scale  for  Television 
To  be  Prepared  by  Gordon 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 
Gordon,  stage  producer  and  televis- 
ion executive  for  NBC  in  an  advis- 
ory capacity,  appeared  before  the 
Equity  Council  yesterday  afternoon 
and  asked  for  permission  to  draw 
up  a  tentative  wage  scale  for  tele- 
vision shows. 

Gordon's  proposal  was  accepted 
by  the  Council,  and  he  is  expected 
to  appear  before  the  body  next 
Tuesday  with  a  complete  wage  scale 
for  telecasts.  NBC  was  set  to  start 
an  ambitious  presentation  of  stage 
plays  on  its  television  programs  re- 
cently when  an  Equity  ruling  on  sal- 
aries caused  a  cancellation  of  the 
plans.  Tom  Hutchinson,  director  of 
television  programs  for  NBC,  also 
appeared  before  the  Council  with 
Gordon. 

Agreement  between  television 
broadcasting  stations  and  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  is  also  expected  to  be 
worked  out  shortly,  whereby  any 
actor  used  in  a  picture  for  television 
purposes  will  have  to  belong  to  the 
Guild. 


Max  Gordon  Predicts  a  Big 
Future  for  Television  Pix 

Expressing  the  opinion  that  Hol- 
lywood would  eventually  make  pic- 
tures for  television  purposes,  Max 
Gordon,  stage  and  film  producer, 
yesterday  stated  that  he  believed 
this  new  medium  was  only  in  the 
opening  stages  of  a  truly  great  fu- 
ture.   Gordon  also  stated  that: 

"The  American  Way"  will  defi- 
nitely be  produced  at  the  right  time, 
"which  might  be  tomorrow  or  with- 
in 60  days,"  nullifying  reports  that 
RKO  planned  to  shelve  the  produc- 
tion.   

Wilcox  to  Remain  in  U.  S.; 
Plans  to  Produce  "Irene" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
and,  in  the  meantime,  will  produce 
another  picture  for  RKO.  Wilcox 
plans  to  put  the  famous  stage  mus- 
ical, "Irene,"  before  the  cameras  in 
Hollywood  on  Nov.  13,  with  Anna 
Neagle  starring. 

"Irene"  will  mark  Miss  Neagle's 
first  modern  picture  in  five  years. 
New  music  and  songs  will  be  added 
to  the  picture  version. 

Wilcox  has  been  advised  by  Eng- 
land to  remain  here  until  further 
notice. 


RELL  LABS' VOCODER 
SHOWN  TO  SMPE  MEN 


line,  leaving  matters  "in  a  satisfac- 
tory condition  for  the  time  being." 

In  regard  to  the  Government  suit, 
Myers  writes:  "Anyone  who  predicts 
the  outcome  of  a  lawsuit,  particu- 
larly one  that  blazes  a  new  trail, 
is  courting  disaster." 


Guests  Arrive  in  Detroit 
For  Premiere  of  "Passage" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Passage"  at  the  Michigan  theater 
tomorrow  night. 

John  Howard  and  Robert  Preston, 
heading  the  Hollywood  contingent 
already  here,  will  be  joined  by  J. 
Carrol  Naish,  Susan  Hay  ward  and 
Olympe  Bradna  arriving  today.  Dor- 
othy Lamour  arrives  tomorrow 
morning. 

Among  the  theater  executives  and 
newspapermen  arriving  today  are: 
Bill  Hollander,  B  &  K  Theaters,  Chi- 
cago; Harry  Browing,  M  &  P  The- 
aters, Boston;  Donald  Douglas,  Chi- 
cago Daily  News;  A.  S.  Kany,  Day- 
ton Herald;  Chuck  Gay,  Dayton 
News;  Bill  White,  Pittsburgh  Press; 
Herb  Graffis,  Chicago  Times;  Buck 
Herzog,  Milwaukee   Sentinel. 

Scheduled  to  arrive  here  tomor- 
row for  the  "Disputed  Passage" 
premiere  are:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Balaban  and  Walter  Immerman, 
Chicago;  Allen  Usher,  Paramount 
Chicago  Division  Manager;  Charles 
Winchell,  Minnesota  Amusement  Co., 
Minneapolis;  Joe  Feldman,  of  War- 
ners in  Pittsburgh;  Ralph  Lawlor, 
Paramount  Theater,  Toledo;  Charles 
Kurtzman,  of  Loew's  in  Pittsburgh; 
and  John  Herman,  Paramount  News- 
reel  cameraman  from  Cleveland.  The 
following  newspapermen  will  be 
here  tomorrow  to  cover  gala  civic 
premiere:  Cedric  Adams,  Minneap- 
olis Star;  J.  E.  Campbell,  Argus 
Press,  Owosso;  Harold  Cohen,  Pitts- 
burgh Post  Gazette;  Harold  Fitz- 
gerald, Pontiac  Daily  Press;  Jack 
Warfel,  Cleveland  Press;  Karl  Krug, 
Pittsburgh  Sun  Telegraph;  Kap 
Monohan,  Pittsburgh  Press;  Merle 
Potter,  Minneapolis  Tribune;  Arthur 
Stace,  Ann  Arbor  Daily  News;  Dave 
Silverman,  Minneapolis  Star;  Jules 
Steele,  St.  Paul  Pioneer-Press;  L.  A. 
Weil,  Port  Huron  Times-Herald;  M. 
Woodbury,  Toledo  Blade;  John  Hea- 
ley,  Battlecreek  Enquirer-News;  Bob 
Murphy,  Minneapolis  Star;  Chester 
Morton,  Toledo  Times;  R.  R.  Raf- 
ferty,  Wheeling  News  Register; 
Marajen  Stevick,  Champaign  News- 
Gazette  and  Wilson  Keith,  Omaha 
World-Herald. 

Representatives  from  the  follow- 
ing radio  stations  have  arrived  here 
to  cover  the  World  premiere:  G.  F. 
Ashbacker,  Station  WKBZ,  Muske- 
gon; John  E.  Fetzer,  Station  WKZO, 
Kalamazoo,  and  Sandy  Meek  of  Sta- 
tions WOOD  and  WASH  in  Grand 
Rapids. 

Harvey  Pergament  III 

Harvey  Pergament,  general  man- 
ager of  National  Pictures  Corp.,  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  after  the 
extraction  of  an  impacted  molar. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  was  learned  that  Western  Electric 
or  its  subsidiary  Erpi  would  form- 
ally announce  on  or  about  the  first 
of  the  coming  year  that  the  unrt  al 
device,  developed  by  Bell  TelepALie 
Laboratories,  would  be  definitely  em- 
ployed in  the  motion  picture  and  ra- 
dio fields  as  a  sound  effects  machine. 

Operation  of  the  device  and  prin- 
ciples underlying  its  development 
were  explained  by  Dudley  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  the  SMPE  delegates  with 
members  of  the  New  York  Electri- 
cal Society  last  night  in  the  audi- 
torium of  the  Engineering  Societies 
Building,  29  West  39th  St. 

Showing  of  the  "Vocoder,"  which 
is  an  unusual  scientific  advance, 
hitherto  without  known  practical  ap- 
plication, is  only  the  second 
such  demonstration  on  record  to 
have  been  held  outside  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Laboratories.  It  is  termed  by 
Dudley  and  his  associates  "the  big 
daddy"  of  the  "Voder,"  artificial 
voice-reproducer  being  currently  fea- 
tured at  the  New  York  World's  Fair. 

At  the  morning  business  session 
in  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  D.  E. 
Hyndman,  chairman  of  the  SMPE 
laboratory  Practice  Committee,  pre- 
sided and  rendered  a  report.  Loren 
L.  Ryder,  of  Paramount's  studios  in 
Hollywood,  read  a  paper,  "The  Im- 
portance of  Co-operation  Between 
Story  Construction  and  Sound  to 
Achieve  a  New  Personality  in  Mo- 
tion Pictures,"  and  R.  Kingslake, 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.  of  Rochester, 
presented  the  subject,  "Lenses  for 
Amateur  Motion  Picture  Equipment 
(16  mm.  and  8  mm.)." 

L.  A.  Jones,  also  of  Eastman  Ko- 
dak, was  scheduled  to  deliver  a 
paper  on  "Photographic  Tone  Repro- 
duction," but  was  prevented  from 
doing  so  because  of  illness. 

In  the  afternoon,  delegates  head- 
ed for  the  New  York  World's  Fair. 

This  morning,  in  the  Hotel  Penn- 
sylvania, the  Projection  Session  will 
be  presided  over  by  Dr.  A.  N.  Gold- 
smith, consultant  motion  picture 
and  radio  engineer,  and  one  of 
SMPE's  past  presidents,  and  a  gen- 
eral session  will  be  held  in  the  after- 
noon under  chairmanship  of  Herb 
Griffin. 

At  8:30  o'clock  tonight  the  Semi- 
Annual  Banquet  and  Dance  will  be 
held  in  the  hotel's  Grand  Ballroom, 
a  highlight  of  which  will  be  presen- 
tation of  the  SMPE  Progress  Medal 
by  Dr.  Goldsmith  and  Journal  Award 
by  Edward  P.  "Ted"  Curtis,  East- 
man Kodak  official. 


Telecast  Received  by  Plane 
Over  Distance  of  225  Miles 


An  airplane  circling  over  Wash- 
ington, 225  miles  away,  yesterday 
received  a  special  telecast  from  RCA 
which  was  celebrating  in  New  York 
its  20th  anniversary.  This  is  one 
of  the  longest  successful  telecasts 
on  record.  The  plane  was  equipped 
in  New  York  with  an  RCA  set  and 
then  flew  to  Washington. 
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BRANDT  TO  H'WOOD 
FOR  PRODUCT  CHECK 
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tures  despite  the  curtailment  of  the 
foreign  market  and  the  general 
product  outlook  for  the  season.  If 
Brandt  finds  time,  he  may  address 
se^  \\  exhibitors  groups  on  the 
cros^-country  trip. 

Brandt,  who  launched  the  "box  of- 
fice poison"  blast  a  year  ago,  is  mak- 
ing his  first  trip  to  Hollywood  and 
will  report  his  findings  to  the  ITOA 
membership  on  his  return.  He  will 
be  gone  about  three  weeks. 

Warners,  Universal  Dropped 
from  Quemos  Anti-Trust  Suit 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  two  concerns,  named  as  defen- 
dants, had  not  transacted  business 
here  within  meaning  of  Sherman 
and  Clayton  Acts. 

A  group  of  other  large  motion 
picture  distributing  companies  con- 
tinue as  defendants  and  have  been 
directed  by  Judge  Fake  to  answer 
the  proceedings  within  20  days.  Que- 
mos, which  seeks  $3,525,000,  plus 
costs  and  counsel  fees,  alleges  de- 
fendants refused  to  furnish  it  with 
first  and  second-run  pictures  in  1936 
and  1937,  thus  creating  a  monopoly 
for  certain  theaters  in  Newark  and 
vicinity. 


Western  Oscar? 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Harry  Sherman,  producer 
of  Hopalong  Cassidy  and  Zane  Grey 
Features,  has  written  to  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences  sug- 
gesting that  it  should  make  a  special 
award   for  best  western  of  the  year. 


Whitehead  Sues  for  $100,000 
from  Actor  Unions'  Execs. 
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more,  Kenneth  Thomson,  Paul  Dull- 
zell,  Emily  Holt,  Florence  Marston, 
Paul  Turner,  Henry  Jaffee,  and  Ed- 
ward Harrison.  The  complaint  states 
that  on  Aug.  18  Harrison  was  au- 
thorized by  the  defendants  to  pub- 
lish a  statement  made  by  them  as 
a  committee  for  the  AAAA  in 
United  States  newspapers  and  that 
he  did  so. 

The  statement,  according  to  the 
complaint,  allegedly  depicted  White- 
head as  being  dishonest,  stating  that 
he,  among  other  things,  had  mis- 
applied AFA  funds  and  denied  re- 
lief to  needy  actors.  The  Supreme 
Court  today  will  hear  an  application 
of  the  defendants  to  vacate  a  notice 
of  examination  before  trial  of  Dull- 
zell,  Holt,  Mrs.  Marston,  Turner, 
Jaffee  and  Gillmore. 


2,177  Theaters  Reported 
$472,536,000  Gross  in  37 
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sioner  of  internal  revenue  Guy  T. 
Helvering.  The  net  income  was 
$53,120,000.  These  theaters  paid  a 
normal  tax  of  $6,188,000,  a  surtax 
of  $1,057,000  and  an  excess  profits 
tax  of  $289,000.  In  the  returns  with 
no  net  income  1,707  theaters  re- 
ported gross  income  of  $106,335,000 
and  a  deficit  of  $6,386,000.  Inac- 
tive theaters  were  reported  at  213. 
Under  motion  picture  producers, 
61  listed  a  gross  income  of  $123,- 
603,000  and  net  income  of  $13,864,- 
000.  Normal  tax  amounted  to  $1,- 
325,000,  surtax  on  undistributed 
profits,  $207,000  and  excess  profits 
tax,  $7,000.  One  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  producers  reported  no  net  in- 
come and  a  gross  income  of  $115,- 
844,000  with  a  deficit  of  $10,727,000. 
Fifty-two  were  reported  as  inactive. 
Eighty-five  theaters,  legitimate  and 
vaudeville,  reported  gross  income, 
$13,690,000;  net  income  $1,700,000; 
normal  tax,  $186,000;  surtax,  $31,000 
and  excess  profits  tax,  $11,000.  Gross 
income  of  $5,153,000  was  reported 
by  140  theaters  with  deficit  of  $1,- 
331.000.  Sixty  were  reported  in- 
active. 


Mrs.  Widlund  in  Hospital 

Mrs.   Don   Widlund,   wife   of  Don 
Widlund    of    Jam    Handy    Pictures, 
went  to  Medical  Arts  Hospital  yes- 
terday for  an  operation. 


UA  ENTERING  BRAZIL 
EXHIB'N  VIA  3  HOUSES 
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Gould,  UA  supervisor  for  Latin- 
America.  Gould  returned  early  this 
week  to  the  home  office  following  a 
ten-week  visit  to  Brazil  and  Argen- 
tina. 

Two  of  the  theaters  are  now  in 
the  process  of  construction,  namely 
the  Opera-UA  in  downtown  Sao 
Paulo  and  the  Roxy-UA,  located  in 
Braz,  a  suburb  of  the  city. 

The  Opera-UA,  a  2,200-seater  is 
costing  approximately  $120,000  to 
build,  while  the  Roxy-UA,  a  3,500- 
seater,  is  costing  about  $100,000  to 
construct.  The  former  is  expected 
to  open  in  mid-November,  and  the 
latter  before  the  year's  end. 

Also  in  downtown  Sao  Paulo,  is 
now  operating  the  Astoria-UA, 
which  is  a  subsequent-run  house. 
The  Opera-UA  is  a  first-run  stand, 
and  the  Roxy-UA  occupies  the 
status  of  a  suburban  first-run  house. 

Gould  characterized  the  UA  iden- 
tity with  the  trio  of  theaters  as  a 
normal  way  of  expanding,  and  in- 
timated that  similar  deals  will  be 
initiated  in  the  future  where  im- 
provement of  UA's  position  is  re- 
garded as  essential  and  feasible. 

Several  other  houses  in  the  Sao 
Paulo  territory  are  becoming  iden- 
tified with  UA,  it  was  said. 


tjA*'*  LOEWS  CENTURY  reports  one 

of  the  "biggest  openings 
of  the  current  season! 
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week-end  of  pleasure. 
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JOHN  H.  HARRIS 
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Retiring  Chief  Barker 

IRA  H.  COHN 

And  His  Associate  Officers 
Harry  Seed  C.  C.  Kellenberg 
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Business  Optimism  Building  Rapidly,  Says  H.  A.  Ross 

COLE  DOUBTFUL  OF  UNIFORM  ARBITRATIOTSYSTENI 

Technicolor  by  Standard  Camera  in  aYear—Kalmus 


Dr.  Kalmus  Sticks  to  Predic- 
tion of  Year  Ago;  Faster 
Film  Already  in  Use 

In  accepting  the  annual  Journal 
Award  of  the  SMPE  last  night  at 
the  organization's  hanquet,  Dr. 
Herbert 
T.  Kalmus, 
Techni- 
color presi- 
dent, predict- 
ed that  in  a 
year  Techni- 
color pictures 
could  be 
filmed  by  the 
use  of  the 
standard  mo- 
tion picture 
camera.  A 
year  ago  he 
made  the 
same  predic- 
tion for  two  years  in  the  future; 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


DR.   HERBERT  T.   KALMUS 


TELE'S  JURISDICTION 
AS  THREE-WAY  SPLIT 


That  a  three-way  split-up  of  juris- 
diction in  the  television  field  between 
Actors  Equity,  Screen  Actors  Guild 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Poore  Named  Exec.  Secretary 
of  PCC  of  ITO;  Bruen  Treas. 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Robert  H.  Poore  was 
elected     executive     secretary,     and 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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All  is  Forgiven" 

Mayor  La  Guardia's  plug  for  large- 
scale  resumption  of  Eastern  production 
before  the  SMPE  convention  this  week 
had  editorial  repercussions  yesterday 
when  the  New  York  Times  echoed  "an 
appealing  message:  Come  home — all  is 
forgiven,"  adding,  "If  the  coming  de- 
mand is  to  be  for  sophisticated  indoor 
dramas,  we  have  the  makings.  We  go 
in  for  indoors  in  a  big  way  and  as  for 
our  sophistication — it  almost  frightens 
us." 


Hear  British  Gov't  Would  Couple  Slash 

of  V.  S.  Imports  With  Quota  Suspension 

New  and  startling  slant  on  the  behind-the-scenes  moves  attending  the  determined 
fight  by  British  film  interests  to  save  the  Films  Act  is  provided  by  London  trade  papers 
reaching  New  York  yesterday. 

According  to  the  Daily  Film  Renter,  which  discloses  the  secret  history  of  trade 
negotiations  with  Oliver  Stanley,  the  Board  of  Trade  president  has  proposed  to  defer 
not  only  the  quota  but  anti-blind-booking  provisions  in  the  Act.  As  an  inducement 
for  trade  acceptance,  he  proposes  drastic  restriction  of  American  imports.  Latter, 
according  to  the  Daily  Film  Renter,  would  be  slashed  fom  500  to  125  a  year.  Such 
action  would  fatally  hit  American  distribution  and  British  exhibition. 


No  Outside  Help  to  Try  N.Y.  Equity 
Suit  Needed,  View  of  Justice  Dept. 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  will  carry  the  ball  without 
resort  to  oustide  legal  help  in  prose- 
cuting the  New  York  equity  suit 
against  the  majors. 

Aroused  by  persistent  reports  that 
the  Department  contemplated  engag- 
ing   counsel    to    try    the    case — the 


names  of  such  eminent  attorneys 
as  Max  Steuer,  now  representing 
Samuel  Goldwyn  in  his  action 
against  United  Artists,  and  David 
L.  Podell  have  been  mentioned — a 
spokesman  for  the  anti-trust  divis- 
ion, headed  by  Thurman  Arnold,  As- 
sistant Attorney  General,  yesterday 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


Allied  Prexy  Says  Code's  Plan 

Closest  to  Being 

Practical 

Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  president, 
sees  little  hope  for  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  arbitration  for  the  settlement 
of  clearance  problems — at  least,  not 
in  the  immediate  future.  The  na- 
tional leader  said  yesterday  in  New 
York  that  the  arbitration  plan  as 
set  forth  in  the  distributors'  pro- 
posed code  came  closer  to  being 
practical,  insofar  as  Allied  was  con- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


PARA.'S  ENGLISH  BIZ 
FOR  2  WEEKS  NORMAL 


Allied  of  Texas  Bids  Distrib.  Chiefs  to  Conclave 


Distribution  executives  have  been 
invited  to  attend  the  annual  Allied 
of  Texas  convention  in  Dallas  on 
Nov.  6-7;  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president, 
said   yesterday   in   New  York. 

So  far  acceptances  have  been  re- 
ceived from  William  A.  Scully,  Uni- 
versal general  sales  manager;  James 


R.  Grainger,  president  of  Republic, 
and  H.  M.  Richey,  director  of  ex- 
hibitor relations  for  RKO. 

Col.  Cole  said  that  Abe  Montague, 
Columbia  sales  manager,  may  at- 
tend, although  he  will  be  conducting 
a  sales  meeting  in  San  Francisco  at 
about  that  time. 


Ross  Survey  Finds  Business  Leaders 
Optimistic/  Exhibs.  Sees  Grosses  Rise 


Canadian  Newsreels  Won't 
Carry  U.  S.  Peace  Footage 

Following  unofficial  representa- 
tions by  the  Canadian  government 
that  any  peace  or  neutrality  "propa- 
ganda" in  newsreels  would  be  un- 
welcome on  the  Dominion's  screens, 
a  survey  yesterday  of  reels  that  dis- 
tribute in  Canada  disclosed  that  all 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


Business  optimism,  based  on  the 
solid  ground  of  clear  thinking,  is 
building  rapidly,  according  to  Harry 
A.  Ross,  president  of  Ross  Federal 
Service  and  Ross  Federal  Research 
Corp.,  who  has  just  returned  from 
a  personal  survey  trip  of  business 
conditions  through  the  mid-west, 
south  central  and  middle  Atlantic 
territories. 

Industry  execs,  contacted  by  Ross 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


Paramount's  business  in  England 
during  the  last  week  in  September 
and  the  first  week  in  October  was 
normal,  despite  the  war  and  air  raid 
dangers,  according  to  cables  re- 
ceived at  the  home  office.  This 
means  that  sales,  bookings  and  cash 
collections  were  being  carried  on  as 
in  pre-war  days. 

MPPDA  Board  to  Continue 
Adjourned  Meeting  Series 

MPPDA's  board  of  directors  will 
continue  its  present  series  of  ad- 
journed meetings,  it  was  disclosed 
following  yesterday's  huddle  at  the 
Hays   Office. 

Session  was  devoted  to  a  discus- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Round  Rohin 

What  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina 
said  to  the  Governor  of  South  Carolina 
was  open  to  paraphrase  last  night  at 
SMPE's  Fall  Convention  Banquet  in  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania,  for  Dr.  Herbert  T. 
Kalmus,  of  Technicolor,  and  Dr.  Lloyd 
A.  Jones,  of  Eastman  Kodak  Labs.,  might 
well  have  said  to  one  another:  "It's  a 
short  time  between  medals!"  In  1935, 
Dr.  Jones  won  SMPE's  Journal  Award, 
while  last  year  Dr.  Kalmus  was  given 
the  SMPE  Progress  Medal.  Last  night, 
the  tables  were  reversed,  with  Dr.  Kal- 
mus getting  the  Journal  Award  and  Dr. 
Jones    the    Progress    Medal. 
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Films  Definitely  Included 
In  Argentine  Trade  Parley 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Films 
form  one  of  the  commodity  classifi- 
cations which  will  be  considered  dur- 
ing the  current  discussions  leading 
up  to  the  scheduled  effectuation  of 
the  mutual  trade  pact  between  the 
U.  S.  and  Argentina. 

Lists  published  here,  comprising 
the  items  to  be  furnished  to  this 
country  by  the  U.  S.,  include  films. 

Some  confusion  on  the  part  of  the 
public  both  here  and  in  the  U.  S. 
with  respect  to  what  commercial 
items  are  included  on  schedules  of 
the  respective  nations  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  that  Argentina  pub- 
lishes the  list  of  proposed  imports 
from  the  U.  S.,  while  the  U.  S.  pub- 
lishes the  commodities  which  it  in 
turn  will  consider  for  importation. 


Washington    Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Representatives  of 
the  American  film  industry  will  ap- 
pear shortly  before  the  Committee 
for  Reciprocity  Information.  Com- 
mittee embraces  six  members,  rep- 
resenting the  State,  Treasury, 
Agriculture,  and  Commerce  Depart- 
ments and  the  Tariff  Commission. 
It  will  report  to  the  latter  after 
hearing  testimony  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  U.  S. -Argentina 
trade  pact. 


Drunk  Driving"  Short 

Wins  Award  for  Metro 


Trophy  was  awarded  Metro  last 
night  at  the  annual  convention  of 
the  National  Safety  Congress  in  At- 
lantic City  for  its  short,  "Drunk 
Driving,"  latest  release  in  Metro's 
"Crime  Does  Not  Pay"  series.  Award 
was  made  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Traffic  Safety  Committee,  and  it 
marked  the  first  time  that  such  an 
award  has  been  given  for  a  short. 
Art  Schmidt,  of  the  Loew  theater 
department,  represented  the  com- 
pany, and  discussed  ways  and  means 
for  exhibitors  to  exploit  the  picture 
to  get  the  widest  possible  attendance. 


Serve  on  Conn.  Allied   Board 

New  Haven — At  a  special  lunch- 
eon meeting  of  the  Allied  Theaters 
of  Connecticut  yesterday,  the  fol- 
lowing members  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  the  year  1939-40  were 
announced  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman, 
new  chairman  of  the  Board,  and 
Maurice  Shulman,  vice-chairman: 
Maurice  Bailey,  of  the  Whalley, 
New  Haven;  Harry  Lavietes,  Pequet, 
New  Haven;  Samuel  Hadelman,  Cap- 
itol, Bridgeport;  Morris  Jacobson, 
Strand  Amusement  Co.,  Bridgeport; 
Charles  Repass,  Crown,  Hartford; 
Jack  Schwartz,  West  End,  Bridge- 
port; George  Comden,  Fine  Arts, 
Westport,  Leo  Schapiro,  Guilford 
Theater. 


Loew's  to  Pay  on  Pfd. 

The  regular  quarterly  dividend  of 
Rl.62%  on  the  preferred  stock  was 
declared  by  Loew's,  Inc.,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  board  yesterday.  Divi- 
dend will  be  paid  Nov.  15  to  stock- 
holders of  record  on  Oct.  25. 


"The  Woman  Brown"  to  be 
Warner  Legit.  Offering 

Warners  will  return  to  Broadway 
production  this  season  with  "The 
Woman  Brown,"  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. Jack  Warner's  present  ex- 
tended stay  in  the  East  is  reported 
linked  to  the  company's  legit,  plans, 
among  other  things. 

If  it  can  be  arranged,  Warners 
will  star  Jean  Arthur  in  the  Doro- 
thy Cummings  McNabb  play,  and 
later  in  the  picturization.  Actress 
may  come  East  shortly  to  discuss 
the  matter  with  Warner. 

Robert  Foulk  will  stage  the  piece 
and,  according  to  present  plans,  will 
subsequently  go  to  the  Coast  to 
work  on  the  film. 


American  Films  Gaining 

in  Peru;  Mex.  Pix  Slump 

Lima  (By  Cable)—  U.  S.  films  are 
meeting  with  considerably  less  com- 
petition in  Peru  than  in  1938.  Sur- 
vey of  pix  exhibited  in  the  Lima 
district  during  the  last  two  months 
showed  that  67  per  cent  were  Eng- 
lish dialogue  films  and  27  per  cent 
Spanish  which  compares  with  50 
per  cent  and  42  per  cent,  respective- 
ly, in  1938.  Mexican-made  pictures 
met  with  little  success  in  Peru  this 
season. 

American  pix  are  expected  to  ab- 
sorb playing  time  lost  to  French 
films  as  a  result  of  the  war. 


comitiG  mid  come 


COL.  H.  A.  COLE,  Allied  prexy,  leaves  tonight 
for   Washington. 

P.  J.   WOLFSON,  RKO  producer,   is  in  town. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager for  Universal,  leaves  for  Charlotte,  N.  C, 
tcday  to  conduct  a  sales  meeting.  Fro,  l"-ere 
he  will  go  to  a  number  of  other  Southed,  Jies 
before   he   returns   to   the   home   offce. 

WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN,  Westen  sales  man- 
ager for  Universal,  leaves  today  to  visit  a  num- 
ber   of    Western    cities    on    business. 

DICK  POWELL  arrives  here  tomorrow  morn- 
ing from  the  Coast. 

PAUL  BIESMAN,  manager  of  the  American 
Theater,  St.  Louis,  flew  here  this  week  on  busi- 
ness. 

RUSSELL  MARKERT  is  in  St.  Louis  on  a  talent 
hunt  for  new  recruits  for  the  Music  Hall  chorus. 

DEL  COODMAN,  Far  Eastern  manager  for 
20th-Fox,  sails  from  California  tomorrow  for 
Japan    after   a   vacation    in    this    country. 

C.  C.  PETTIJOHN,  MPPDA  counsel,  is  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  to  address  the  annual  convention 
of  Nebraska  Women's  Clubs  today. 

IRVING  ASHER  has  arrived  on  the  Coast 
after   a    short   stay    in    New   York. 


McCarthy,    Heineman   Leave 
For  Univ.  Sales  Parleys 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy  and  William 
J.  Heineman,  Universal's  Eastern 
and  Western  sales  managers,  respec- 
tively, leave  today  for  sales  con- 
ferences in  their  respective  terri- 
tories. 

McCarthy  will  hold  sales  huddles 
in  Charlotte,  N.  C,  Atlanta,  Mem- 
phis and  Nashville,  a  large  circuit 
deal  pending  in  the  latter  city. 
Heineman  will  hold  meetings  in 
Minneapolis,  Omaha,  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis. 

Both  executives  are  due  back  in 
New  York  on  Tuesday. 


Three  UA  Pix  Playing 

in  B  &  K  Loop  Houses 

Chicago — B  &  K  is  featuring  UA 
pix  in  Loop  houses  this  week,  fur- 
ther indicating  that  the  circuit  and 
distrib.  will  get  together.  State 
Lake  has  "Winter  Carnival,"  the 
Roosevelt,  "Four  Feathers"  and  the 
Apollo,  "They  Shall  Have  Music." 
"The  Real  Glory"  starts  at  the 
United  Artists  Theater  shortly. 

702  to  Re-elect  Rugge 

Election  of  officers  of  Local  702, 
lab.  workers  union,  will  be  held  Sat- 
urday, with  John  H.  Rugge,  presi- 
dent, and  William  Vermont,  secre- 
tary-treasurer, unopposed  for  re- 
election. Only  contest  is  for  the  post 
of  first  vice-president,  with  the  in- 
cumbent, Lloyd  Frank,  being  opposed 
by  John  J.  Francavilla. 


IA  Ushers  Union  Growing; 
CIO  Election  Request  Off 

Indicating  that  the  IATSE  or- 
ganization of  ushers  and  doormen  in 
New  York  theaters  is  rapidly  gain- 
ing momentum,  an  application  of 
Local  258,  CIO,  before  the  SLRB 
for  an  election  in  the  Metropolitan 
RKO  houses  was  withdrawn  this 
week. 

IA  execs,  state  that  when  they  re- 
cently chartered  two  new  locals  in 
this  area  that  membership  under  the 
IA  banner  had  already  come  close 
to  the  100  per  cent  mark.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  new  Locals  will 
shortly  start  seeking  contracts  with 
the  theater  chains. 


Sues  Republic  for  $200,000 
Claiming  Pix  Defamed  Her 

Damage  suit  asking  $200,000  has 
been  filed  against  Republic  Pictures 
in  St.  Louis  by  Miss  Frankie  Baker, 
who  claims  that  the  film  "Frankie 
and  Johnny"  defamed  her  character 
and  invaded  her  privacy.  It  is  de- 
posed in  the  suit  that  Miss  Baker 
is  the  original  belle  of  Targee  St., 
famed  in  the  well  known  song 
"Fz*ankie    and   Johnny." 

"Submarine  D  1"  Available 
But  Not  as  Warner  Re-issue 


Warners  is  making  "Submarine 
D  1",  a  1937  release,  available  to 
exhibs.  who  want  to  re-play  the  pix, 
but  is  not  placing  the  melodrama 
on  its  current  schedule  as  a  re- 
issue. Home  office  reports  a  lively 
demand;  Chicago  branch  had  47 
orders  for  the  film  in  two  days. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 
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COLE  DOUBTS  UNIFORM 
ARBITRATION  SYSTEM 


I  Continued  from  Page  1) 

cerned,  than  any  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced. 

However,  Col.  Cole  pointed  out 
tha+  \t  was  unlikely  that  the  affil- 
iai.  houses  would  whole-heartedly 
co-operate  inasmuch  as  in  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  the  circuit  theaters 
would  be  the  ones  against  which 
the  complaints  would  be  made. 

While  admitting  that  the  sugges- 
tion of  Ray  Branch,  president  of 
Michigan  Allied,  for  an  immediate 
move  to  set  up  arbitration  within 
the  industry  had  merit,  Col.  Cole 
foresaw  no  immediate  success. 

If  the  Government  wins  its  equity 
suit  against  the  industry  (and  the 
Colonel  is  optimistic),  an  entire  new 
pattern  on  which  the  industry  must 
operate  will  have  to  be  devised,  the 
Allied  president  asserted.  This  will 
call  for  many  conferences  between 
l  distributors  and  exhibitors,  especial- 
ly in  regard  to  clearance. 

"It  can  be  seen  what  a  tremendous 
task  it  will  be,"  Col.  Cole  said,  "if 
the  Government  declares  all  clear- 
ance is  illegal.  This  would  mean 
jthe  setting  up  of  an  entire  new  sys- 
tem of  operation." 

Col.  Cole  plans  to  leave  tonight 
'for  Washington  to  confer  with  the 
general  counsel,  Abram  F.   Myers. 


Mistrial  Ends  Nick  Case; 
Witness  and  Juror  Talked 


I  St.  Louis — Judge  Aronson  yester- 
day, acting  on  his  own  motion,  de- 
clared a  mistrial  in  the  John  Nick 
extortion  case  because  one  of  the 
jurors,  Robert  W.  Cox,  talked  Tues- 
day night  to  Clarence  Groeteke, 
State  witness.  Judge  Aronson  said 
there  apparently  had  been  no  mali- 
cious intent  on  the  part  of  Cox.  Case 
is  reset  for  Nov.  6. 

Louis  K.  Ansell,  local  exhib. 
leader,  before  mistrial  ended  the 
case,  testified  he  was  never  pres- 
ent when  Nick  threatened  to  call 
a  strike.  His  cross  examination 
developed  that  at  the  time  of  wage 
negotiations  in  1936,  there  were 
several  small  theaters  using  non- 
union operators.  Defense  counsel 
regards  this  point  important  as 
tending  to  show  the  threat  of  strike 
was  not  sufficient  to  enforce  alleged 
payment  of  $10,000  to  State  Rep. 
E.  M.  Brady  for  Nick.  Brady  was 
jointly  indicted  with  Nick. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   19 
Roy  Del  Ruth  Eddie  Forman 

Helen  Turner  Marie  Carolan 


ALCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •      •     LOCAL  legions  of  filmland were  back  at  their  bases 

yesterday in  the  wake  of  Tuesday  night's  "blitzkrieg"  in  the  New 

Rochelle  sector which  was  invaded  by  the  UAEF  (United  Artists 

Expeditionary  Force) numerically  supported  by  solons  representing 

major  distribs.  and  circuits and  a  phalanx  of  press  personalities 

Purpose  of  the  invasion  was  to  test  the  strength  of  the  new  UA- 

Hal  Roach  comedy,  "The  Housekeeper's  Daughter,"  before  as  finicky 
a  flock  of  film  fans  as  can  be  found  hereabouts 

T  T  T 

•  •      e     ACCORDINGLY,  the  screen  of  Loew's  New  Rochelle 

was  commandeered and  it  must  be  reported  that  when  the 

show  was  over there  were  "casualties"  of  a  very  happy  kind 

consisting  of  sore  sides  occasioned  by  as  heavy  a  barrage 

of  belly-laughs as  has  been  laid  down  by  any  of  the  big 

bertha  comedies  of  this  or  any  other  season Further,  the  New 

Rochelle-ites at  the  finale's   close spoke   their   opinion 

of  the  fast  and  furious  footage via  a  salvo  of  applause 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     PARTICIPATING  in  the  buoyant  "blitzkrieg"  were,  'mongst 

others Grad  Sears,  Harry  Goldberg,  Eugene  Picker,  Oscar  Doob. 

Ernie  Emerling,  George  Skouras,  Eddie  Grainger,  Dick  Kearney,  Johnny 
O'Connor,   Harry   Mandel,    Fred    Myers,    Leon    Netter,   Frederick    James 

(Liberty)    Smith Morris    Kinzler,    Pete   Harrison,    Arthur    Silverstone, 

Lynn  FarnoL   Monroe  Greenthal,  Moe  Streimer,   Tom  Walker,  A.  Mike 

Vogel Al  Margolies,  Tom  (News  Week)  Wenning,  Whittaker  (Time) 

Chambers,  Art  Schmidt,  Peter  (Life)  Piening,  Grace  RosenSeld and, 

of  course,  Jim  Grady,  manager  of  Loew's  New  Rochelle In  parting 

from  the  subject a  daisy  to  Hal  Roach  for  a  daisy which  is 

fair  enough 

T  T  ▼ 

9     »      •     TWO  cinematic  Lochinvars  are  soon  to  come  out  of 

the  West namely  Harry  Sherman's  latest  Hopalong  Cassidy 

opus,  "Law  of  the  Pampas" with  the  estimable  Bill  Boyd  in  the 

limelight  role and  "Llano  Kid,"  with  Tito  Guizar Unique 

in  our  pix  biz  is  what  can  be  best  described  as  The  Sherman  Touch 

that  very  definite  something  which  makes  for  pre-eminence 

in  a  particular  type  of  film  entertainment It's  an  historical 

fact  that  once  upon  a  time  General  Sherman  marched  to  the  Sea 

Equally  true  is  it  today  that  devotees  of  the  western  dramas 

march  to  see  Sherman for  the  guy  sure  has  what  it  takes 

to  turn  out  box  office  beauts 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     IT   makes    sense that   audition   idea   of   Chamberlain 

Brown which    enables    players    to    appear before    producers 

seeking  talent in  parts  which  they  deem  suitable As  Cham- 
berlain says "Who  in  the  world  can  sit  in  an  office and  take 

an  unknown  script and  start  to  read  it  with  any  intelligence 

not  knowing  what  the  play  is  all  about?" The  next  audition  in 

the  Brown  series will  be  held  2:30  Monday  afternoon at  227 

West  46th  St 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THIS  is  Brooklyn's  day for  at  9: 30  this  morn 

Eddie  Cantor  takes  off  for  our  palsy-walsy  neighboring  borough 
in  unusual  "style" in  fact  via  subway from  the  Man- 
hattan   side     (Bowling    Green    Station) where    appropriate 

ceremonies  (deftly  arranged  by  Oscar  Doob  &  Co.)   will  be  held 

Then  a  luncheon  will  be  tendered  Eddie  at  the  Hotel  Bossert 

by   the   Downtown   Brooklyn   Assn It's   just   a    coincidence 

that  Eddie  begins  a  p.a.  engagement  at  Loew's  Met.  today 

but  that's  the  Loew-down 


TELE'S  JURISDICTION 
AS  THREE-WAY  SPLIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  the  American  Federation  of 
Radio  Artists,  may  be  effectuated  in 
the  near  future,  was  reported  yes- 
terday as  a  strong  probability  by  re- 
liable  sources. 

It  was  stated  that  Equity  and 
AFRA  would  control  the  stage  and 
radio  end  of  the  field,  with  Equity 
to  have  a  controlling  membership  on 
a  board  that  the  two  unions  would 
create  to  administer  the  field,  and 
SAG  would  have  jurisdiction  over  all 
players  filmed  for  television's  broad- 
casts. 

Strengthening  these  reports,  was 
the  fact  that  Equity  was  said  to  be 
working  now  on  a  draft  of  working 
conditions  and  wage  scales  for  the 
television  field,  with  the  draft  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  presentation 
to  television  broadcasting  stations 
and  stage  producers  within  the  next 
few  weeks. 

It  is  known  that  NBC  and  New 
York  stage  producers  are  anxious 
to  present  plays  in  different  forms 
via  the  television  waves,  but  are 
holding  back  until  they  are  certain 
of  what  conditions  and  wages  will 
be  for  such  presentations;  and 
Equity  and  other  unions  are  known 
to  be  equally  as  interested  in  put- 
ting the  field  on  an  even  keel  as  soon 
as  possible  in  order  to  increase  the 
employment  of  their  members,  all 
of  which  would  indicate  that  a 
speedy  settlement  of  the  whole  ques- 
tion can  be  expected. 


Wis. 


ITPA  to  Convene 
In  Milwaukee  Oct.  31 


Milwaukee,  Wis. — The  Independent 
Theaters  Protective  Association  of 
Wisconsin  and  Upper  Michigan,  Inc. 
has  named  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  1  as 
the  dates  for  its  annual  meeting  here 
at  the  Schroeder  hotel,  according  to 
Harry  Perlewitz,  acting  manager  of 
the   organization. 


Wants  Best  "Western"  Award 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Harry  Sherman,  pro- 
ducer of  the  Hopalong  Cassidy  and 
Zane  Grey  features,  has  written  the 
M.  P.  Academy  suggesting  that  it 
should  make  a  special  award  for  the 
best  western  picture  of  the  year. 

Blue  Law  Board  to  Meet 

Wilmington,  Del. — The  nine-mem- 
ber commission  set  up  by  the  Dela- 
ware Legislature  to  study  the  need 
of  revising  the  existing  Sunday  blue 
laws,  will  meet  tonight  in  the  State 
House  in  Dover. 


Bike  Parking  Lot 

Detroit — Swarms  of  bicycles  packed 
on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  Flint,  Mich., 
theaters,  drove  local  police  to  despera- 
tion. So  Police  Chief  Neil  Anderson 
finally  established  a  special  parking  lot 
exclusively  for  bicycles,  to  solve  the 
situation. 
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M-G-M's  GOT  WHAT 
THE  WORLD 
WANTS! 


ONLY  LEO  HAS  THE 
BIG  COMEDY  HITS! 


< 


p-  f& 


"THE  WOMEN" 

(NORMA  SHEARER,  JOAN   CRAWFORD,  Rosalind  Russell) 

Convulsing  the  nation  in  hold- over  engagements! 


"BABES   IN  ARMS 


// 


(MICKEY  ROONEY,  JUDY  GARLAND  and  Cast  of  Hundreds) 

Unique  in  show  business,  Dallas,  Philadelphia,  Los  Angeles,  Cincinnati,  Houston,  Chicago 
start  the  record-breaking  career  of  M-G-M's  musical  comedy  smash! 


MARX  BROS.  "AT  THE  CIRCUS" 

(GROUCHO,  CHiCO,  HARPO  and  Big  Laughing  Cast) 

Not  since  "Night  at  tHe  Opera"  such  a  riot  of  fun  and  music! 


.OjJlQ 


"NINOTCHKA" 

(GRETA  GARBO,  MELVYN  DOUGLAS) 

Trade  Previews  are  the  Talk  of  Every  Film  Row!  Garbo  gets  the  Lubitsch  touch  and 
you  get  a  new  laughing  star  in  the  seasons  happiest  hit! 


■=■  IP, 


"ANOTHER  THIN  MAN" 

(WILLIAM  POWELL,  MYRNA  LOY) 

Popular  Bill  Powell,  merry  Myrna  Loy,  reunited!  Tkey  have  a  B-A-B-Y  in  the  newest 
and  funniest  of  a  great  box-office  series! 


LAUGH  AND  THE  BOX-OFFICE  LAUGHS  WITH  YOU! 


<?!{' 
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"Drunk  Driving" 

(Crime  Does  Not  Pay  Series) 

M-G-M  21   mins. 

Unusually  Impressive 

It's  not  surprising  that  this  excel- 
lent short  should  have  been  awarded 
the  David  S.  Beyer  Memorial  Plaque 
as  the  film  which  most  effectively 
encourages  safety  on  the  streets  and 
highways.  The  footage  is  a  power- 
ful, impressive  lesson  which  teaches 
that  if  you  drink,  don't  drive,  and  if 
you  drive,  don't  drink.  Automobilists 
everywhere  and  without  exception 
should  see  this  production,  a  public 
blessing  which  should  be  made  pos- 
sible via  every  film  theater  in  the 
nation  booking  the  two-reeler.  It 
recounts  the  circumstances  which 
lead  to  a  tragic  accident,  involving 
the  death  of  several  persons  through 
the  imbibing  by  a  young  salesman 
prior  to  taking  his  pretty  wife  and 
his  mother-in-law  to  a  dinner  at  a 
roadhouse.  His  careless  consump- 
tion of  cocktails  before  setting  out 
in  the  automobile  is  responsible  for 
the  death  of  his  mother-in-law,  the 
frightful  maiming  of  his  wife,  in- 
juries to  himself  and  death  to  those 
in  the  colliding  car.  The  short  pulls 
no  punches  in  recounting  the  acci- 
dent, and  the  episodes  which  con- 
tribute to  it.  Rarely  has  a  more 
vivid  short  been  produced. 


"Unusual  Occupations" 

Paramount  11  mins. 

Good  Audience  Interest 

With  attractive  girls,  unusual  art 
and  a  collection  of  World  War  relics 
reputed  to  be  the  finest  in  the  world 
all  shown  in  this  short,  it  should 
prove  interesting  to  audiences.  Syd- 
na  Yokley,  attractive  young  Texan, 
is  shown  on  her  ranch  performing 
all  the  feats  usually  expected  of 
more  durable  cowhands.  In  Ohio 
we  see  a  dentist  who  makes  steel 
sharp  enough  to  cut  through  iron. 
A  Chicago  woman  makes  artistic 
paintings  and  tapestries  from  junk. 
A  Javanese  railroad  watchman  still 
whips  the  crowds  away  from  the 
tracks  and  Olympe  Bradna,  Para- 
mount player,  is  shown  making  in- 
tricate miniature  furniture.  Reel 
closes  with  a  view  of  the  World  War 
relics  on  a  Jersey  man's  farm,  which 
he  keeps  in  good  running  order  and 
fights  mimic  battles  with  after  his 
neighbors  mobilize  for  the  occasion. 


"Stranger  Than   Fiction" 

Universal  9  Vz   mins. 

Unusual    Hobbies 

A  diversified  collection  of  unusual 
hobbies  makes  this  short  interesting 
screenfare.  A  Louisianan  has  a  col- 
lection of  arms  at  the  Cabildo  in 
New  Orleans,  with  a  history  con- 
nected with  each  piece.  Dueling  pis- 
tols, pistols  used  in  the  Battle  of 
New  Orleans  and  other  unusual 
weapons  are  shown.  A  Bridgeport 
man  is  constructing  a  miniature 
White  House  out  of  mother-of-pearl 
knife  handles.  Ralph  Veady,  leg- 
less college  student,  skates  on  stilts 
like  runners.  Fletcher  Pratt  de- 
signs   miniature    navy    vessels    for 


amateur  strategists  to  play  with. 
An  Oklahoman  uses  a  hearse  as  the 
family  car  and  there  is  a  fish  story 
to  end  all  fish  stories.  Taken  on 
Jackson  Lake,  Ga.,  it  shows  fish 
actually  jumping  into  a  boat  when 
chased  near  the  shoreline. 


"Static  in  the  Attic" 

with  Walter  Catlett 

Columbia  19  mins. 

Fair  Comedy 

Walter  Catlett  does  his  best  to 
make  this  comedy  funny,  but  lack  of 
material  causes  it  to  miss.  Charley 
Chase  directed.  Catlett,  on  his  way 
home  from  the  office  after  a  bad  day 
gets  a  flat  tire  and  a  few  more  things 
happen  before  he  arrives.  He  dis- 
covers that  his  wife  is  giving  a  birth- 
day party  and  his  boss  is  coming. 
However,  the  evening  is  ruined  when 
his  insurance  salesman  brother  mo- 
lests his  boss  and  finally  annoys  him 
so  that  he  leaves.  Catlett  saves  the 
day  when  a  short  wave  radio  set  his 
brother  gave  him  picks  up  a  distress 
call  from  his  boss  as  his  boat  is  go- 
ing down,  and  through  Catlett's  in- 
tervention, the  Coast  Guard  rescues 
him. 


"Vincent  Lopez  and  His  Orchestra" 

(Melody  Master) 

Warners  10  mins. 

Peppy  Band  Subject 

Good  band  reel,  which  starts  off 
with  a  bang  via  a  special  arrange- 
ment of  a  composition  poking  fun 
at  the  fact  that  Lopez  and  his  trade 
mark  melody  "Nola"  are  inseparable. 
The  band  also  renders  the  harmoni- 
ous "Ride,  Tenderfoot,  Ride,"  and 
Betty  Hutton,  a  torrid  "swingstress" 
delivers  "Old  Man  Mose"  piping  hot. 
Joseph  Henabery  directed  the  foot- 
age which  will  strike  a  responsive 
chord  in  lovers  of  pop  band  music. 


"Peru" 

Paramount  9  mins. 

Land  of  the  Incas 

The  history  of  the  Incas  is  as  mys- 
terious and  fascinating  a  chapter  of 
history  as  has  ever  been  told.  What 
became  of  the  proud  race  and  what 
caused  their  civilization  to  crumble 
has  never  clearly  been  explained.  In 
addition  to  viewing  the  Incan  ruins 
and  relics  recently  unearthed  by  ex- 
peditions, we  see  much  of  the  life  of 
the  native  Peruvians  in  this  short. 
Festivals  and  dances  in  the  cities  and 
the  life  of  the  Indian  fisherman, 
whose  method  of  making  his  liveli- 
hood has  not  changed  in  thousands 
of  years.  Cinecolor  helps  to  bring 
out  the  natural  beauty  of  the  coun- 
try. 


"Stranger  Than   Fiction" 

Universal  9   mins. 

Interesting  Oddities 

A  pipe  collection  started  by  an 
ex-Confederate  General  that  today 
is  one  of  the  finest  collections  known, 
ranging  from  cobs  to  calabashes. 
Willie  Swan,  a  Louisiana  Negro  is 
shown  making  hunting  horns,  known 
the    world    over    for    their    quality. 


A  freak  of  nature  is  seen  in  a  calf 
that  is  half  calf  and  half  deer,  hav- 
ing characteristics  of  both  animals 
clearly  defined.  Mrs.  Theresa  Kenny, 
of  Colorado,  is  shown  reading  in 
the  mausoleum  she  has  designed  for 
herself.  License  plates  can  be  used 
again,  and  the  proof  is  shown  here 
with  a  house  and  barn  completely 
roofed  with  discarded  plates.  A 
beauty  parlor  for  men,  and  a  man, 
obsessed  with  idea  of  being  lost, 
who  has  had  his  name  and  address 
tattooed  on  his  leg  in  a  number  of 
different  languages  wind  the  reel  up. 


"Natural   Wonders  of  Washington 
State" 
(FitzPatrick  TravelTalk) 
M  G-M  10  mins. 

Handsome  Reel 
Filmed  in  Technicolor,  this  sub- 
ject is  one  of  great  beauty  and  in- 
terest, depicting  as  it  does  the  awe- 
inspiring  landscapes  of  the  Snoqual- 
mie  National  Forest,  and  the  re- 
nowned Snoqualmie  Falls  which  is 
higher  than  Niagara.  Impressive  as 
the  vistas  are,  the  short's  producers 
have  enlivened  the  views  with  amus- 
ing scenes  of  recreation-seekers,  who 
in  the  middle  of  Summer  are  still 
able  to  ski  in  the  high,  sun-baked 
altitudes  of  the  mountain  ranges, 
and  to  slide  down  the  slopes  tobog- 
gan-wise without  the  actual  tobog- 
gan, by  the  simple  expedient  of  the 
recreationists'  waxing  the  seats  of 
their  outdoor  garbs  and  sliding  in  a 
sitting  position,  tandem  fashion. 
Climax  of  the  footage  is  provided 
via  filming  of  gorgeous  Mount  Rain- 
ier, which  rears  its  snowy  head  14,- 
408  ft.  above  sea  level.  Here,  indeed, 
is  a  handsome  short,  rife  with  audi- 
ence appeal. 


"Fools  Who  Made  History" 

Columbia  10  '/i   mins. 

History  of  Rubber 

An  interesting  short  in  every  re- 
spect, the  story  of  the  final  success 
of  Charles  Goodyear  in  making  India 
rubber  usable  should  hold  the  atten- 
tion of  audiences.  The  short  reverts 
to  the  year  1835,  with  Goodyear  im- 
prisoned for  failing  to  pay  his  debts. 
He  refuses  to  go  into  bankruptcy  as 
he  would  lose  his  valuable  patents, 
and  he  carries  on  his  experiments  in 
jail.  An  accident  puts  him  on  the 
right  track  and  he  discovers  a  meth- 
od of  making  thin  rubber  sheets. 
Failure  dogs  his  footsteps,  however, 
and  it  is  not  until  another  accident 
reveals  to  him  the  secret  of  vulcaniz- 
ing that  he  really  proves  the  worth 
of  his  invention.  Finally,  a  court  of 
law  recognizes  the  invention  as  being 
his  alone,  and  the  people  who  have 
stolen  his  patents  are  forced  to  make 
restitution. 


"Jeepers  Creepers" 

(Looney  Tune  Cartoon) 

Warners  7  mins. 

For  Cartoon  Fans 

Porky,  Leon  Schlesinger's  appeal- 
ing little  cartoon  character,  is  a  con- 
scientious cop,  who  is   sent  by  the 


directing  voice,  which  comes  over 
his  patrol  car  radio,  to  a  house  in 
a  lonely  section.  Within,  he  finds 
himself  beset  by  a  spook  who  scares 
and  annoys  Porky  with  every  handy 
device.  Although  this  type  of  mate- 
rial has  been  done  so  often  ir  |  ni- 
mated  subjects,  "Jeepers  CreeySrs'' 
carries  enough  humor  to  make  it 
worth  while  for  cartoon  devotees, 
and  particularly  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  pix-goers.  Reel  has  a  surprise 
ending  in  which  Porky  turns  the 
tables  on  the  spook. 


■ 


"Swing  Hotel" 

Universal  17  mins. 

Pop  Ork  and  Vaude  Acts 

A  melange  of  swing  music  and 
vaudeville  acts  in  this  short  should 
please  the  pop  trade.  Duke  Daly 
and  his  orchestra  provide  the 
music.  Short  has  a  background  of  a 
hotel  where  all  the  employes  put  on 
their  own  show  after  the  customers 
go  to  bed.  Among  the  stage  and 
screen  names  appearing  are:  Martha 
Mears,  radio  singer;  John  and  Edna 
Torrance,  dancers;  The  Murtah  Sis- 
ters, comedy  singers.  Jerry  Lester 
and  Milton  Charleston,  comedians; 
The  Three  Rockets,  rhythm  dancers, 
and  The  Notables  Quartet. 


"Dreams  On   Ice" 

(Color  Rhapsody) 

Columbia  7  Mins. 

Amusing  Reel 

This  amusing  tab  reel  recounts  the 
prank  of  a  little  boy  and  his  dog  who, 
with  winter  on  their  respective  minds, 
flood  their  bedroom,  open  the  window, 
and  then  hope  for  the  water  to  freeze 
into  a  nice  skating  pond.  The  cul- 
prits go  to  sleep  and  dream  of  the 
joy  that  will  be  theirs  when  Jack 
Frost  provides  the  rink.  Their  rever- 
ies are  filled  with  the  pageant  of  toy 
animals  and  dolls  skating.  In  the 
morning  they  have  a  rude  awakening, 
when  the  youngster's  mother  discov- 
ers the  flooded  room.  But  they  have 
had  the  fun  of  their  dreams  and  get 
away  with  a  light  reprimand.  The 
film  is  in  Technicolor  and  will  please 
kids  and  grown-ups  alike. 


"Swing  Styles 

(Melody    Master) 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Unusual  Band  Reel 

Here's  an  unusually  good  musical 
reel,  done  in  gay  spirit  and  fea- 
turing some  odd,  but  always  pleas- 
ing, instrumentation.  Participating 
in  the  tuneful  treat  are  the  Adrian 
Rollini  Trio;  Milt  Herth  Trio;  Tito 
and  Swingtette;  Frazee  Sisters  and 
Charles  Troy  and  Zoe  Lynn.  Indi- 
cative of  some  of  the  strange  in- 
strumentation is  the  Rollini  combo 
manning  a  vibraphone,  guitar  and 
bass  fiddle.  Herth's  boys  get  torrid 
on  two  electric  organs  plus  drums. 
The  Tito  troupe  goes  to  town  via 
strings  and  accordion.  The  Frazee 
Sisters  are  effective  swing  song- 
stresses. 
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reported  that  all  signs  favored  an 
upturn  in  grosses;  single  sectional 
exception  was  in  the  Middle  Atlan- 
,tic  tes.  Late  selling  and  delayed 
relt,  as  were  singled  out  as  deter- 
rents. Exhibs.  generally  were  of  the 
!  opinion  that  November  would  prove 
a  banner  month. 

"This  fact  was  very  definite," 
commented  Ross.  "Pictures  that 
justify  the  public's  support  are  get- 
ting it." 

"There  have  been  optimistic  re- 
ports before,"  Ross  said,  "some  based 
on  local  improvement,  or  on  the 
effects  of  temporary  spurts  in  cer- 
tain industries;  but  not  for  years 
have  business  executives  in  all  lines 
shown  such  a  strong  feeling  that 
business  is  fully  justified  in  taking 
off  the  blinders  and  facing  the  im- 
mediate future  with  full  speed 
ahead." 

"This  attitude  on  the  part  of  busi- 
ness executives,"  he  continued,  "is 
itself  a  tremendous  reason  for  op- 
timism, because  it  is  well  known  to 
be  true  that  a  hopeful  attitude 
emanating  from  high  places  can  do 
a  Jot  to  raise  business  right  up  by 
its  bootstraps." 

Two  trips  were  made  to  Detroit. 
Executives  of  key  industries,  of  de- 
partment stores,  of  hotels,  of  the 
entertainment  world,  interviewed  on 
the  first  trip,  pointed  out  material 
improvement  in  Detroit's  business 
and  indicated  an  attitude  of  hope. 
Two  weeks  later  Ross  visited  Detroit 
again.  This  time  the  optimistic  feel- 
ing had  crystallized  into  fact.  The 
department  store  reported  as  much 
as  30  per  cent  increase  for  Septem- 
ber over  the  previous  five  years  for 
the  same  month.  Where  a  few  months 
ago  streets  were  half  filled  with  un- 
employed and  with  men  on  relief, 
now  at  five  o'clock  the  streets  were 
jammed  with  men  going  home  from 
work  and  shoppers. 

In  Chicago,  signs  of  an  upswing 
were  reflected  in  the  statement  of  a 
prominent  retail  executive,  who  told 
Rcss  that  for  the  first  time  in  years 
business  men  were  talking  improve- 
ment and  feeling  its  effect  in  their 
businesses.  Kansas  City  reflected 
the  same  spirit. 

Highly  significant  are  Ross'  find- 
ings in  Minneapolis.  Here,  in  a  re- 
gion which  derives  its  income  large- 
ly from  agriculture,  might  logically 
have  been,  found  a  sharp  contrast 
with  the  feelings  uncovered  in  other 
industrial  territories.  Instead;  the 
same    feeling    of    improvement   was 


Polish  Films  Fade 

Detroit — The  war  has  completely  stop- 
ped the  supply  of  Polish  films,  according 
to  Henry  Richards,  manager  of  the  Gol- 
den State  Film  Co.,  which  specialized  in 
their  distribution.  As  a  result,  Anthony 
Rudzinski,  owner  of  the  company,  is 
now  in  California  making  arrangements 
for  new  product. 


Capital  Paper's  Special  for  "Mr.  Smith" 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington — One  of  the  outstanding  press-film  tieups  of  the  year  marked  the  world 
premiere  of  Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington."  The  Times  Herald  early  yes- 
terday published  a  National  Press  Club  special  edition  covering  the  premiere  for  com- 
plimentary distribution  as  the  audience  of  4,000  filed  out  of  Constitution  Hall.  Edition 
devoted  three  pages  to  the  "first  night,"  with  a  panorama  shot  of  the  capacity  audience, 
made  just  before  the  film  went  on,  spread  eight  columns  across  page  one.  There 
was  more  than  a  full  paga  of  premiere  art  used  additionally.  Descriptive  story  was  a 
by-liner  by  Andrew  R.  Kelley.  Inside  page  carried  a  "first  night"  "who's  who."  Tieup 
was  put  over  by  Ed  Rosenbaum,  Columbia  exploiteer  headquartering  in   Philly. 


Poore  Named  Exec.  Secretary 
of  PCC  of  ITO;  Bruen  Treas. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Hugh  Bruen,  treasurer,  at  the  in- 
itial meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of 
Independent  Theater  Owners. 

Purpose  of  the  Conference,  as  out- 
lined by  the  trustees,  is  to  act  upon 
calls  of  members  to  conciliate  and 
protect  each  member  against  all  dis- 
crimination, unfair  clearance  and 
zoning,  unfair  selling  practices,  un- 
ethical competition,  non-theatrical 
competition,  and  any  other  injustice 
that  may  arise  in  the  motion  picture 
industry  affecting  any  member  or- 
ganization of  the  Conference. 

The  Conference  will  hold  an  an- 
nual convention  and  will  also  pub- 
lish a  monthly  periodical  in  the  in- 
terest of  its  members.  Its  head- 
quarters will  be  in  Los  Angeles. 

Rotus  Harvey  represented  the 
ITO  A  of  No.  Calif.;  Fred  Mercy,  Jr. 
and  William  Ripley  the  MPTO  of 
the  Pacific  Northwest;  N.  W.  Poole, 
Bruen  and  Jack  Y.  Berman  the  ITO  A 
of  So.  Calif,  and  Arizona. 


Canadian  Newsreels  Won't 
Carry  U.  S.  Peace  Footage 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

material  along  these  lines  probably 
would  be  eliminated  promptly  from 
the  clips   sent  to  Canada. 

It  was  understood  that  any  foot- 
age of  this  type,  or  clips  showing 
the  German  army  in  action,  would 
be  censored  from  the  reels  exported 
to  Canada  unless  deleted  at  this 
end. 

Dominion  viewpoint  is  summar- 
ized as,  "Canada  and  its  peoples  are 
at  war  for  a  cause,  and  we  do  not 
want  to  hear  how  or  why  other  coun- 
tries will  remain  neutral,  nor  do  we 
want  to  see  what  happened  to  sol- 
diers during  the  last  war." 


noted,  with  the  feeling  reflected  in 
general  business. 

In  Milwaukee,  and  throughout  the 
whole  state  of  Wisconsin,  the  mo- 
memtum  of  improved  conditions  has 
been  more  sharply  felt  than  perhaps 
anywhere  else  in  the  country.  A 
searching  general  analysis  of  the 
state's  business  shows  an  industrial 
improvement  of  no  less  than  30  per 
cent. 

Swinging  back  into  the  East,  Ross 
continued  his  observations  and  his 
discussions  with  business  leaders. 
Memphis,  Washington,  Baltimore  all 
showed  a  boom  period  was  in  the 
offing. 


MPPDA  Board  to  Continue 
Adjourned  Meeting  Series 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sion  of  the  "general  situation,"  it 
ws  stated.  There  was  no  amplifi- 
cation. 

Next  parley  will  be  held  next  Wed- 
nesday. 


Indiana  Exhibs.  to  Fight 

State  Levy  on  %   Films 

Indianapolis — According  to  ATOI 
counsel,  the  suit  contesting  the  le- 
gality of  the  Indiana  State  Gross 
Tax  Department  collecting  1  per  cent 
gross  tax  on  the  producer-distrib. 
share  of  percentage  pictures  from 
the  exhibitors  is  to  be  filed  soon 
and  will  probably  be  brought  to  trial 
during  the  Fall  term  of  the  court. 


NEED  NO  OUTSIDE  HELP 
TO  TRY  EQUITY  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

issued  an  unqualified  denial.  De- 
partmental manpower  is  sufficient, 
in  the  division's  view. 

There  is  no  move  afoot  by  the 
Department  to  give  the  Schine  anti- 
trust suit  precedence  over  the  New 
York  Equity  suit,  it  was  reiterated. 

Setting  of  dates  for  the  two  trials 
depends  entirely  on  the  court  calen- 
dar in  the  respective  jurisdictions,  it 
was  stated.  Thus,  the  department's 
view  is  that  conditions  of  the  court 
calendar  in  respective  districts  will 
decide  when  the  case  goes  to  trial. 

On  further  reports  that  the  anti- 
trust division  will  file  three  more 
suits  against  independent  circuit 
operators  within  the  next  few  weeks, 
the  official  answer  again  was  "no 
comment." 


WBC  to  Demonstrate 

Unique  application  of  wire  broad- 
casting to  radio  receiving  sets  will 
be  demonstrated  at  the  Hotel  Essex 
House,  160  Central  Park  South,  at 
4:30  o'clock  this  afternoon.  The 
hotel  is  the  first  building  anywhere 
to  have  this  type  of  service  supplied 
by  Wire  Broadcasting  Corp.  of 
America. 


THE 
HOUSEKEEPERS  DAUGHTER 


couldn't   cook  .  .  .  but   oh, 
how  she  could  sew  and  sew! 
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TECHNICOLOR  IN  YEAR 
BY  STANDARD  CAMERA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

thus  he  now  sticks  to  his  former 
statement. 

"I  feel  today,  just  as  I  did  a  year 
ago,"  he  said,  "that  two  years  from 
then,  or  one  year  from  now,  we 
shall  be  employing  a  single  negative 
going  through  any  standard  motion 
picture  camera. 

"The  second  prediction  I  made 
last  year  about  faster  negative  in 
six  months  was  fulfilled  both  on  time 
and  as  to  sped,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  the  new  negative  has  been 
used  during  this  year  on  such  Tech- 
nicolor productions  as  'The  Blue 
Bird,'  'Dr.  Cyclops,'  'Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk,'  'The  Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex,'  'Northwest 
Passage,'  'Swanee  River'  and  "Ty- 
phoon'." 

Dr.  Kalmus  gave  credit  for  the 
advances  in  Technicolor  photography 
to  Gerald  F.  Rackett  of  his  organi- 
zation and  to  John  Capstaff,  Dr. 
Mees  and  Edward  P.  "Ted"  Curtis 
of  Eastman  Kodak  among  others  in 
that  company,  in  whose  activities  in 
developing  Technicolor's  advance  he 
exercised  general  direction. 

Presentation  of  the  Journal 
Award  to  Dr.  Kalmus  was  made  by 
Curtis.  Award  was  for  Dr.  Kalmus's 
article,  "Technicolor  Adventures  in 
Cinemaland,"  which  was  published 
in  the  SMPE  Journal.  In  1938  Dr. 
Kalmus  received  the  SMPE  Progress 
Award. 

The  SMPE  convention  ends  today. 


Luncheon  Today  for  Guests 
at  Premiere  of  "Passage" 


Detroit — For  the  first  time  in  its 
13  years  the  Michigan  Theater  failed 
to  open  its  doors  at  10:30  A.M.  This 
was  due  to  unusual  preparations  for 
the  premiere  of  Paramount's  "Dis- 
puted Passage"  at  8:30  this  evening. 

Robert  Preston  and  John  Howard, 
heading  the  Hollywood  contingent, 
yesterday  were  guests  of  honor  at 
a  luncheon  and  reception  accorded 
them  by  the  University  of  Detroit 
co-eds.  Following  the  luncheon  news- 
reel  shots  were  made  of  the  Holly- 
wood visitors  being  mobbed  on  the 
campus  by  more  than  200  co-eds. 

Festivities  for  the  premiere  get 
under  way  today  with  the  visiting 
stars,  theater  executives  and  news- 
paper representatives  attending  a 
special  luncheon  of  the  Variety  Club 
at  the  Book-Cadillac  Hotel. 


Four  More  Brandt  Houses 

May  Use  Vaude  Shows 

Increase  of  vaudeville  in  the 
Brandt  chain  by  100  per  cent  is 
being  considered  at  the  present  time, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  Currently, 
four  houses  are  using  vaude  shows, 
and  it  is  being  considered  for  four 
more  houses.  Theaters  are  in  the 
outlying  Metropolitan  area. 


reviews  of  new  fums 

"Meet  Dr.  Christian"     "The  Kansas  Terrors" 


with  Jean   Hersholt,   Dorothy  Lovett, 

Robert  Baldwin,  Patsy  Lee  Parsons 

RKO-Stephens-Lang  63    Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

SWELL  HUMAN  INTEREST  STORY 
LAUNCHES  NEW  SERIES  AND  INTRO- 
DUCES BRILLIANT  CHILD  ACTRESS. 

The  "Dr  Christian"  series  gets  off  to  an 
auspicious  start,  and  Jean  Hersholt  is  an 
ideal  choice  for  the  role  of  the  kindly,  sym- 
pathetic country  doctor.  William  Stephens 
and  Howard  Lang  have  surrounded  Hersholt 
with  a  splendid  cast,  while  Bernard  Vor- 
haus  has  supplied  excellent,  understanding 
direction.  Especially  good  in  a  supporting 
role  is  Patsy  Lee  Parsons,  who  proves  to  be 
one  of  the  best  child  actresses  seen  on  the 
screen  in  many  moons.  Paul  Harvey  is 
effective  and  convincing  as  a  business  man 
who  believes  Hersholt  is  just  an  old,  indif- 
ferent horse-and-buggy  days  doctor  and  has 
his  opinion  very  strongly  changed  in  the 
end.  Maude  Eburne  is  unusually  good  with 
her  type  of  comedy,  while  other  principals 
include  Enid  Bennett,  Dorothy  Lovett,  Rob- 
ert Baldwin,  Maria  Mae  Jones,  Jackie  Moran 
and  Frank  Coghlan,  Jr.  Ian  McLellan  Hunt- 
er, Ring  Lardner,  Jr.,  and  Harvey  Gates 
fashioned  a  warm,  human  screenplay.  Her- 
sholt, who  years  ago  settled  in  Rivers  End, 
Minn.,  and  finally  gave  up  his  plans  to 
practice  in  Chicago,  knows  his  town's  big- 
gest need  is  a  hospital,  but  his  plans  for 
such  a  building  are  opposed  by  Harvey. 
In  fact,  Harvey  wants  to  bring  in  a  doctor 
from  out-of-town  to  replace  Hersholt  as 
River  End's  health  officer.  Harvey's  daugh- 
ter, Patsy  Lee  Parsons,  suffers  injuries  to 
her  brain  in  an  auto  accident,  and  in  the 
emergency,  Harvey  allows  Hersholt  to  work 
on  the  case  with  a  Chicago  specialist. 
When  the  specialist  informs  Harvey  that 
Hersholt  has  just  completed  a  successful 
operation  on  the  child,  Harvey  is  ready 
to  back  the  hospital  project. 

CAST:  Jean  Hersholt,  Dorothy  Lovett, 
Robert  Baldwin,  Enid  Bennett,  Paul  Harvey, 
Marcia  Mae  Jones,  Jackie  Moran,  Maude 
Eburne,  Frank  Coghlan,  Jr.,  Patsy  Lee  Par- 
sons, Sarah  Edwards,  John  Kelly,  Eddie 
Acuff. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Stephens; 
Associate  Producer,  Monroe  Shaff;  Direc- 
tor, Bernard  Vorhaus;  Author,  Harvey  Gates; 
Screenplay,  Ian  McLellan  Hunter,  Ring 
Lardner,  Jr.,  Harvey  Gates;  Cameraman, 
Robert  Pittack;  Art  Director,  Bernard  Herz- 
brun;  Musical  Director,  Constantin  Baka- 
leinikoff;  Editor,  Edward   Mann. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Baltimore  Variety  Club 

Names  Rome  Chief  Barker 


Baltimore — Newly  elected  officers 
and  Board  of  Directors,  Baltimore 
Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  19,  are:  J. 
Louis  Rome,  chief  barker;  Frank  H. 
Durkee,  assistant  chief  barker;  C. 
W.  Hicks,  second  assistant  chief 
barker;  Owen  D.  (Nick)  Weems, 
treasurer  and  Joseph  Young,  secre- 
tary. These  with  the  following  are 
directors:  Rodney  Collier,  William 
K.  Saxton,  Joseph  C.  Grant,  Edward 
Kimple,  Jr.,  Edward  Perotka,  Edwin 
Sherwood  and  Elmer  Nolte. 


with     Bob     Livingstone,     Raymond     Hatton, 

Duncan  Renaldo 
Republic  57  Mins. 

WESTERN  IN  TROPICAL  SETTING 
BRINGS  BOB  LIVINGSTON  BACK  AS 
MESQUITEER    LEADER. 

Following  a  lengthy  leave  of  absence 
from  his  role  as  chief  of  Republic's  "three 
mesquiteers,  Bob  Livingston  makes  his 
comeback  effectively  in  this  one.  Ray- 
mond Hatton  and  Duncan  Renaldo  are  hap- 
pily cast,  and  George  Douglas  is  a  villain 
anybody  would  hiss.  Livingston  and  Hatton 
land  on  a  tropical  island  with  a  consign- 
ment of  horses.  They  immediately  get 
mixed  up  with  Renaldo,  a  bandit  chieftain 
who  is  trying  to  liberate  his  people.  Doug- 
las, the  commandante,  who  is  robbing  the 
people,  has  his  men  steal  the  receipts  from 
■  he  sale  of  the  horses  from  the  two 
Americans.  Livingston  gets  himself  in  all 
sorts  of  trouble,  is  accused  of  murder,  and 
the  three  men  have  some  hair-raising  es- 
capes before  Douglas  and  his  men  are 
wiped  out  in  a  big  battle.  There  is  plenty 
of    action    to   satisfy    the    six-gun    fans. 

CAST:  Robert  Livingston,  Raymond  Hat- 
ton, Duncan  Renaldo,  Jacqueline  Wells, 
Howard  Hickman,  George  Douglas,  Frank 
Lackteen,  Myra  Marsh,  Yakima  Canutt. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry 
Grey;  Director,  George  Sherman;  Screen- 
play, Jack  Natteford  and  Betty  Burbridge; 
Original  Story,  Luci  Ward;  Cameraman, 
Ernest    Miller;    Editor,   Tony    Martinelli. 

DIRECTION,       Fast.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 


"Time  in  the  Sun" 

Marie  Seton  59  Mins. 

(Hollywood     Preview) 

BRILLIANTLY  PHOTOGRAPHED  STUDY 
OF  MEXICAN  NATIVE  LIFE  WITH 
SLIGHT   PLOT. 

This  is  a  subject  that  will  require  spe- 
cial handling  on  the  part  of  exhibitors  and 
unusual  exploitation.  For  the  most  part 
it  is  a  series  of  beautiful  scenes,  depict- 
ing natives  of  Mexico  in  picturesque  ritu- 
als, ceremonies  and  rites.  It  is  based  on 
110  000  feet  of  negative  shot  in  Mexico 
by  Sergei  M.  Eisenstein  for  his  unfinished 
film,  "Viva  Mexico."  It  is  not  until  near 
the  end  of  the  picture  that  a  short  plot 
is  introduced.  A  peon  seeks  permission 
from  his  master  to  marry,  but  instead  of 
granting  the  request,  the  master  attacks 
the  girl.  The  peon  tries  to  fight  back, 
but  is  overpowered  and  with  two  other 
peons  is  buried  alive.  Wild  horses  trample 
over  the  helpless  men.  The  subject,  as 
produced  by  Marie  Seton,  deals  with  the 
simple,  devoted  Mexicans,  who  for  400 
years  suffered  slavery,  and  who  finally 
threw  off  their  shackles.  The  photography 
by  E.  Tisse  is  exceptionally  fine  and  is 
certain  to  provoke  favorable  comment 
wherever   the    picture   is   shown. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Marie  Seton;  Script 
and  Narration,  Marie  Seton  and  Paul 
Burnford;  Editorial  Supervisor,  Paul  Burn- 
ford;  Cameraman,  E.  Tisse;  Music,  Ponce 
Espino   and   Carlos  Tarin. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


AD  SCARES 
BALTIMORE 

Readers  Take  U-Boat  Copy  of 
Hipp,  at  face  Value 


Blind  copy  ur  -J  ■  by 

IOV 


Baltimore 
Ted  Routson  for  the  HippoV "'  me 
here  gave  this  city — or  a  consider- 
able part  of  it — the  jitters  in  a  way 
to  remind  of  Orson  Welles  broad- 
cast. Copy,  appearing  in  the  Sun- 
papers,  read: 

"Warning 
U-Boat  29 

Nears 
Baltimore." 

Copy  appeared  on  the  back  page 
of  the  morning  Sun  and  first  edition 
of  the  evening  Sun  and  brought 
enough  telephone  calls  from  scared 
readers  to  swamp  the  switchboard. 
Routson,  apprised  by  the  papers' 
publisher,  added  the  line  in  subse- 
quent editions,  "Starts  Friday,  Hip- 
podrome." 


Grainger  Sets  Rep.  Deals 

In  Pittsburgh  Territory 

Pittsburgh  —  James  R.  Grainger 
Republic's  president  and  general 
manager  in  charge  of  distribution, 
closed  deals  here  yesterday  for  com- 
pany's 1939-40  product  with  both 
the  Harris  Theater  Circuit  and  the 
Pittsburgh  division  of  Warners'  The- 
aters. 

Also  representing  Republic  in  the 
negotiations  were  James  H.  Alexan- 
der, local  franchise  holder,  and  Sam 
Fineberg,  branch  manager  here. 
John  H.  Harris  represented  the  Har- 
ris Circuit,  and  Harry  Kalmine  and 
Harry  Finstein  the  Warner  inter- 
ests. 


AGVA  Starts  Contract  Talks 
with  N.  Y.  Circuits  Next  Wk. 


Following  an  intensive  organizing 
campaign,  the  newly  chartered 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists 
will  start  negotiations  next  week 
with  New  York  circuits  for  contracts 
covering  stage  shows  and  vaudeville, 
it  was  reported  yesterday. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Actors,  which 
lost  its  AAAA  and  IATSE  charters 
during  the  recent  bitter  jurisdic- 
tional dispute  in  the  theatrical  field, 
will  get  an  A  F  of  L  charter  cov- 
ering carnival  and  circus  roustabouts 
in  the  near  future. 


IATSE  Files  Petition  to  Be 
Named  Indie  Workers'  Agent 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  IATSE  has  filed  a 
petition  with  the  NLRB  asking  to 
be  named  sole  bargaining  agency  for 
workers  employed  by  all  independ- 
ent motion  picture  producers. 

Following  certification,  it  is  re- 
ported, IA  will  seek  a  closed  shop 
agreement  with  all  indie  producers. 


-___ 


Concrete  Film  Program  for  ArgentineoErealy^  Presented 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


{See  Column  3  Below) 
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RKQ's  Loss  Sharply  Reduced,  26  Weeks'  Report  Shows 


"IIH 


U.  S.  DROPS  CONTEMPT  MARGES  AGAINST_RKO,"U 

Neb.  Women's  Club  Federation  Ditches  Neely's  Bill 


// 


Spots 


Sore 

.  pressure  groups 

■  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  ^= 


/^HARLIE  PETTIJOHN,  MPPDA  general 
^^  counsel,  speaking  before  the  Nebraska 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  convention 
at  Lincoln  yesterday,  singled  out  so-called 
"pressure  groups"  for  attention. 

It  was  about  time;  or  being  wholly  hon- 
est about  it,  the  arraignment  of  such  groups 
as  "sore  spots  on  democracy"  was  over- 
due. For  the  legislative  harassment  which 
this  industry  encounters  almost  continuous- 
ly, largely  results  from  the  activities  of 
"pressure  groups." 

That  especially  is  indicated  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Neely  bill.  Without  debat- 
ing the  merits  of  the  measure,  it  is  a  fact 
that  industry  support  is  virtually  restricted 
to  one  group,  and  that  in  one  arm  of  the 
trade.  Otherwise,  the  bill's  backing  is  de- 
rived from  an  array  of  outside  organiza- 
tions, ranging  from  the  WCTU  to  the 
American   Home   Economics  Association. 


rXTRAVAGANT  claims  for  support  are 
™  made  on  the  basis  of  organizational 
backing.  A  single  example  will  suffice. 
A  representative  of  the  League  of  Women 
Voters  told  the  Senate  sub-committee  last 
April  that  approximately  50,000,000  belong 
to  societies  endorsing  the  Neely  legislation. 
(According  to  the  last  U.  S.  census,  total 
number  of  women  in  the  U.  S.  was  60,- 
637,966). 

Such  claims  ignore  the  point.  As  Petti- 
john  says,  "hundreds  of  resolutions  de- 
claring that  'block-booking,'  'blind-selling,' 
'clearance,'  'zoning'  and  other  trade  prac- 
tices of  the  industry  affect  the  morals  of 
the  screen"  can  be  counted  upon.  But  to 
properly  evaluate  such  resolutions,  it  is 
necessary  to  know  to  what  extent  those 
adopting  them  are  familiar  with  the  trade 
practices  condemned. 


"IT  would  be  safe  to  bet  1,000  to  1  that 
'  few,  if  any,  of  these  organizations  con- 
tain a  single  member  that  could  even  define 
the  trade  practices  referred  to,  let  alone 
understand  the  part  they  play  in  the  dis- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Convention     Action     Follows 

"Pressure  Group"  Talk 

by  Pettijohn 

Lincoln,  Neb. — A  picture  of  "pres- 
sure groups"  and  "professional  lob- 
byists" as  "sore  spots  on  democracy" 
was  painted 
by  C.  C.  Pet- 
tijohn, MPP- 
DA general 
counsel, 
speaking 
here  yester- 
day at  the 
annual  con- 
vention o  f 
the  State 
Federation  of 
Women's 
Clubs. 

Pet  ti  John 
asserted  that 
many    "pres- 
sure groups"  with  their  infinite  ca- 

{Continued  on  Page  5) 


C.  C.  PETTIJOHN 


CHRISTIE  MAY  MAKE 
TRIO  FOR  MONO.  HERE 


Al  Christie  is  reported  to  be  dis- 
cussing   a    three-picture    deal    with 
Monogram.    Program  would  be  made 
{Continued  mi  Page  4) 


Para.  Launches  "Passage" 
as  Detroit  Previews  Cars 


Detroit — Two  of  America's  major 
industries,  the  film  and  motor,  joined 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 


U.  S.  PICTURES 
FOR  ARGENTINA 

Film  Attorneys  Present  Con- 
crete Program  for  Treaty 


By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Stressing  the  im- 
portance of  the  Latin-American 
market  to  the  film  industry  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  loss  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  European  market,  a  group  of 
film  attorneys  yesterday  presented 
the  committee  for  reciprocity  in- 
formation with  a  program  designed 
to  increase  U.  S.  film  business  in  the 
Argentine.  The  reciprocity  commit- 
tee is  now  taking  testimony  rela- 
tive to  the  new  reciprocal  trade 
agreement  to  be  negotiated  between 
the  United  States  and  Argentina. 

Spokesman  for  the  film  attorneys 
was  Harry  Levine,  of  RKO.  Other 
attorneys    present    included    Harold 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 


MAYFLOWER  TO  MAKE 
PIX  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Charles  Laughton  and 
Erich  Pommer  are  reorganizing 
Mayflower  Pictures  and  will  pro- 
duce in  Hollywood. 

"St.     Martin's     Lane,"    in    which 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


RKO's  Loss  for  26  Weeks  at  $68,070; 
Plan  to  Streamline  Corporate  Setup 


Warner  Sound  Dept.  Invents 
"Invisible  Sound  Transmitter' 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Warner   Bros.'   sound 
department,    under    Major    Nathan 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Consolidated  statement  of  RKO 
Corp.  and  its  subsidiaries,  covering 
the  26  weeks  ended  July  1,  last,  dis- 
closes a  net  loss  of  $68,070.29  for 
the  period, — before  providing  for 
dividends  of  $148,900.50  accrued 
(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


D  of  J    Files    Brief   in    Sup- 
port of  Chicago  Suit 
vs.  B  &  K,  Majors 

Chicago — Defendants  in  the 
criminal  contempt  action  insti- 
tuted by  the  Department  of 
Justice  against  B  &  K  and  the  ma- 
jors shrunk  by  two  here  yesterday 
when  the  Government  dropped  the 
fight  on  RKO  Radio  and  Universal. 
The  trade  regarded  it  as  a  signal 
legal  victory  for  Spitz  &  Adcock, 
counsel  for  the  two  companies.  At- 
torney Arthur  A.  Goldberg,  of  the 
Spitz  &  Adcock  office,  was  in  charge 
of  the  defense. 

At  the  same  time,  the  D  of  J's  brief 
in  support  of  the  action  against  the 
circuit,  Paramount,  20th-Fox,  UA, 
Vitagraph  (Warners)  and  Loew's 
was  filed  with  the  Court.  The  brief 
charges  that  the  consent  decree  was 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


N.Y.  UNIT  MUST  DROP 
COHEN,  VIEW  OF  COLE 


National  Allied  will  not  consider 
the  reinstatement  or  the  admission 
of  New  York  Allied  into  the  national 
fold  as  long  as  Max  A.  Cohen  is 
president  of  the  unit,  according  to 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  president.  Col. 
Cole,  who  was  scheduled  to  leave 
last  night  for  Washington,  said  that 
the  status  of  the  state  organization 
with  national  body  depended  upon 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Depinet,  McCormick  Leave 
For  Coast  Product  Huddles 


Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice-presi- 
dent, and  Barret  McCormick,  direc- 
tor of  publicity  and  advertising,  left 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Ascap  Gets  a  Temporary 

Injunction  in  Florida 

Jacksonville — A   three-judge   Fed- 
eral Constitutional  Court  sitting  here 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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Sore  Spots 

.  .  .  pressure  groups 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tribution  of  motion  pictures,"  says  Petti- 
john. 

And  he  could  have  as  easily  made  the 
odds  a  million  to  one. 

Parenthetically,  it  might  be  observed  that 
the  British  industry  is  finding  gross  ignor- 
ance of  trade  mechanics  in  high  places  a 
major  war  problem.  When  the  supposedly 
informed  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
calmly  proposes  to  reduce  U.  S.  pix  im- 
ports from  500  to  150  annually  as  a  war 
measure,  the  lay  misapprehensions  on  this 
side  are  dwarfed,  to  say  the  least. 


Columbia  Sets  New  Policy 
for  "Mr.  Smith"  lst-Runs 


Columbia  is  setting  a  new  policy 
in  first-run  bookings  for  Frank 
Capra's  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington" which  had  its  New  York 
premiere  yesterday  at  the  Radio 
City  Music  Hall. 

Because  of  the  possibilities  of  the 
pix  as  a  box-office  attraction,  Colum- 
bia did  not  attempt  to  set  a  record 
in  day-and-date  bookings  for  "Mr. 
Smith,"  preferring  instead  a  series 
of  first-run  engagements  that  would 
create  widespread  word-of-mouth 
advertising  in  further  support  of 
the  national  advertising  and  exploi- 
tation campaign. 


Move  to  Dismiss  Libel 

Suit  Against  4-A  Execs. 


Application  to  dismiss  the  $100,000 
libel  suit  brought  by  Ralph  White- 
head against  AAAA  officials  was 
filed  yesterday  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  and  will  be  heai'd  on  Oct.  23. 

Edward  Arnold,  Frank  Gillmore, 
Kenneth  Thomson,  Paul  Dullzell 
Emily  Holt,  Florence  Marston,  Paul 
Turner,  Henry  Jaffe  and  Edward 
Harrison  are  defendants  in  the  suit 
which  claims  that  a  libelous  state- 
ment in  reference  to  Whitehead  as 
executive  secretary  of  AFA  was  re- 
leased to  newspapers  on  Aug.  18. 


Depinet  Announces  Series 
of  RKO  Product  Deals  Set 

Series  of  seasonal  product  deals 
were  announced  as  closed  yesterday 
by  Ned  Depinet,  RKO  sales  chief. 

List  includes  Kincey  circuit,  83 
theaters;  Newbold  circuit,  Butter- 
field  Theaters,  50  houses;  Lucas- 
Jenkins  circuit,  Loew-Poli  circuit. 
Notopoulos  circuit,  Dolle  theaters  of 
Louisville,   and  Real-Neth   circuit. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«uh  MILTON  BERLE 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.   Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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Picture  Pioneers  Will 

Initiate  Class  of  35 


Picture  Pioneers  will  initiate  a 
class  of  35  candidates  at  the  Fall 
Conference  tonight  at  Colbert's,  12 
E.  49th  St.  Class  will  be  sworn 
in  by  Judge  Ferdinand  Pecora,  or- 
ganization's only  honorary  member. 

Festivities  will  start  with  cock- 
tails at  seven  o'clock  with  dinner 
and  entertainment  said  to  be  of 
"surprise"  nature  following  at 
seven-thirty. 

According  to  Jack  Conn,  House 
Manager  of  the  organization,  To- 
ronto. Chicago,  Cleveland  and  Phila- 
delphia will  be  represented  at  the 
gathering. 

Started  by  a  group  of  less  than 
ten  men  early  in  June,  the  Picture 
Pioneers  now  number  more  than  one 
hundred-and-fifty  members.  Appli- 
cations for  charters  have  been  re- 
ceived from  out-of-town  groups  and 
it  is  believed  that  these  will  be 
eranted  shortly  after  the  first  of 
the  year.  Membership  is  limited  to 
those  men  who  have  spent  25  years 
or  more  in  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. 


Artists  Managers'  Guild 
Defers  Vote  on  SAG  Franchise 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Following  a  meeting 
of  the  Artists  Managers'  Guild 
which  was  to  have  taken  a  vote  on 
the  proposed  franchise  agreement 
with  the  Screen  Actors'  Guild,  Pres- 
ident M.  C.  Levee  of  AMG,  an- 
nounced that  action  had  been  de- 
ferred. 

He  said  that  agents  have  had  the 
contract  only  48  hours  and  had  not 
had  sufficient  time  to  study  it. 

It  is  likely  that  SAG  will  be  asked 
to  alter  certain  clauses  which  would 
prohibit  certain  agents  from  con- 
tinuing in  business. 


Chi.  Exchange  Employes 

Negotiating  New  Scale 

Chicago — Negotiations  for  a  new 
wage  scale  for  film  exchange  em- 
ployes are  under  way  here.  Twelve 
exchange  employes  in  the  Chicago 
district  will  shortly  select  delegates 
to  go  to  New  York  for  a  meeting 
with  the   film   companies. 


'Great  Victor  Herbert" 

Para.'s  New  Year's  Film 


Paramount  tentatively  has  picked 
"The  Great  Victor  Herbert"  as  its 
New  Year's  release,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

RKO  Moves  In  Milwaukee 

Milwaukee — RKO  will  move  its  lo- 
cal exchange  from  1131  N.  Eighth 
St.  one  block  south  to  quarters  for- 
merly occupied  by  M-G-M  at  N.  8th 
and  W.  State  Sts.  when  remodeling 
operations  have  been  completed.  Ap- 
proximately $50,000  will  be  spent 
in  modernizing  the  exchange  on 
which  RKO  has  signed  a  12-year 
lease. 


COfllMG  ADD  GOING 


WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  Universale  general 
sales  manager,  left  yesterday  for  sales  meetings 
in  Indianapolis,  Detroit,  Chicago  and  Milwaukee. 
He    returns   to   New   York   next  week. 

S.  CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warner  ad.  and  pub. 
chieftain,  arrives  here  the  end  of  the  month 
from  the  Coast. 

NATHAN  GOLDEN,  head  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture division  of  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
is  in  town  for  the  SMPE  concise. 

N.  BERNARD  FREEMAN, g  info's  managing 
director    in    Australia,     has  ed     in     Sydney 

after   a    European   trip. 

T.  E.  SHEA,  vice-president  and  director  of 
engineering  for  Erpi,  left  for  the  Coast  last 
night   on   business. 

ARTHUR  SHEEKMAN,  writer,  and  his  wife. 
GLORIA  STUART,  return  to  the  Coast  this  week- 
end. 

LOUIS  FROHLICH,  Ascap  counsel,  returns  to 
his   office   on   the  week-end   from   the   Midwest. 

MONROE  CREENTHAL,  director  of  exploita- 
tion for  United  Artists,  leaves  New  York  tonight 
for  the  Coast  where  he  will  spend  about  two 
weeks. 

AL  MARCOLIES,  of  the  UA  publicity  staff, 
left  New  York  last  night  by  plane  for  Bos- 
ton,   returning    here    Monday. 

CONSTANCE  BENNETT  left  New  York  yes- 
terday via  TWA  for  Columbus,  O.,  on  the  first 
lap  of  a    personal   appearance   tour. 

LEE  PATRICK  arrives  here  over  the  week- 
end   to   appear   in   a   stage   show. 

JOAN  BLONDELL  arrives  here  this  week-end 
from    Hollywood. 

NED  SPARKS  has  returned  to  the  Coast  after 
a    New   York   vacation. 

KATHLEEN  LOCKHART  arrives  here  this  week- 
end from  the  Coast. 

DOROTHY  BRYANT,  executive  secretary  of 
ACVA,  and  HENRY  JAFFE,  associate  counsel 
of  the  AAAA,  flew  to  the  Coast  this  week  on 
business. 

NOLL  GURNEY,  field  agent  for  the  Myron 
Selznick  agency,  is  in  New  York  for  a  short 
stay. 

MICKEY  ROONEY  is  in  Detroit  to  visit  the 
Edison   Foundation. 

BOB  BURNS  is  in  Chicago  with  MRS.  BURNS 
who  is  a  patient  at  the  Passavant  Hospital. 

JANE  WITHERS,  20th-Fox  star,  who  has  been  I 
making  p.a.'s  in  Boston,  will  arrive  in  New  York  * 
City    Sunday    afternoon    with    her    mother    and 
secretary    for    a    week's    visit    before    returning 
to    Hollywood. 

HELEN  JEPSON  is  expected  here  next  week 
from  the  Coast. 

SAM  ROSEN,  Connecticut  exhib.,  has  returned 
to  Winsted  after  a  hunting  trip  in  Canada. 

DAVE   BADER   has   planed   back  to  the   Coast. 


For   Lunch,    Dinner  or   Supper 

LaHIFF'S  TAVERN 

The    Industry's 

MEETING  and  EATING  PLACE 

156  W.  48th  St.  Tel.  CHickering  4-4200 


CONFIDENTIAL    MEMORANDUM 

To:   Mr.   Busy  Executive. 
From:    Box    No.     1406    FILM     DAILY,    1501 
Broadway,   New  York  City. 
Subject:    Result-getting  Assistant. 
An   appointment  is   requested   by  the  writer. 
Will   you   grant  it? 

Outstanding  record;  unusually  versatile  as  a 
right-hand  man  to  an  EXECUTIVE  in  MO- 
TION PICTURE,  THEATRICAL  and  RADIO 
fields;  capable  managing  responsibilities  and 
planning  intelligently  with  a  stick-to-it- 
iveness  determination — desires  responsible 
permanent  connection;  salary  secondary  to 
opportunity. 

Excellent  recommendations  of  untarnishable 
repute  as  to  integrity,  loyalty,  honesty  and 
capability. 


HEAT  HITS  EAST,  WEST 


San  Diego  and  New  Rochelle 
Blame  Rising  Temperatures 
on  Housekeeper's  Daughter 


■■f7 


SHE  GAVE  THEM  THE  BUSINESS  IN  SAN  DIEGO... 

the  biggest  business  the  California  Theatre  has  done  in  its 
eight  year  history.  And  she  moves  over  to  the  Plaza 
for  an  extended  run. 


AT  LOEWS  NEW  ROCHELLE 

EASTERN  PREVIEW  AUDIENCE 

GETS  EYEFUL  of  gal  who  is  already 
west  coast  sensation.  Circuit  heads,  ex- 
hibitors, trade  paper  representatives  hail 
hit  while  preview  cards  are  mash-notes 
as  fans  swear  to  keep  another  date  with 
The  Housekeeper's  Daughter  at  their 
local  theatre. 


LEON  NETTEROF 
PARAMOUNT  SAYS: 

"An  excellent  piece  of  entertain- 
ment that  will  please  all  types  of 
people.  Comedy  sequences  well  de- 
veloped, consistent  with  the  story. 
Laughs  planted  well  and  plentifully 
.  .  all  in  all,  a  splendid  evening's 
enjoyment." 
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HAL    ROACH  muff  mm  to  meet 

housIeeper 

daughter 


starring 

JOAN  ADOLPHE 

BENNETTMENJOU 

Hollywood's  NewesTlie^rt-throb  JOHN    HUBBARD 

Wm.GARGAN  Geo.  E.STONE  Peggy  WOOD  Donald  MEEK  Victor  MATURE 
Directed  by  HAL    ROACH 
lay    by     RIAN     JAMES     and    CORDON     DOUGLAS 
the    Naval    by    DONALD     HENDERSON     CLARKE 

RELEASED    THRU     UNITED    ARTISTS 
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FILM  BUSINESS  GAINS 
IN  ALBANY  TERRITORY 


Albany — Consensus  of  opinion  on 
Exchange  Row  and  in  the  exhib. 
field  in  the  Albany  area  is  that  biz 
is  growing  steadily  better,  particu- 
larly in  the  cities.  Albany,  Schenec- 
tady, Utica  and  Glens  Falls  are 
cited  particularly,  with  the  branch 
managers  saying  that  the  smaller 
towns  reflect  biz  in  the  urban  cen- 
ters, although  the  rise  is  felt  at  an 
evener  pace. 

While  a  year  ago  the  good  "take" 
was  chiefly  confined  to  exceptional 
pix,  the  run  of  the  mine  product  is 
now  pulling  better  in  the  neighbor- 
hood spots  as  well  as  the  chain  first- 
runs.  Chains  operating  in  the  local 
area  include  the  Warner  Bros., 
Schine,  Benton,  Fabian  and  Smalley 
outfits. 

Close  of  the  baseball  season  help- 
in  the  Albany  -  Troy  -  Schenectady, 
Utica,  Rome  and  Amsterdam- 
Gloversville  sectors,  while  Bingo 
parties  are  not  the  factor  of  a  few 
years  past.  In  Albany  there  are 
but  three  sizable  Bingo  parties  in 
fraternal  circles,  while  in  the  section 
two  years  ago  church  parties  were 
competing  with  the  theaters  every 
night  in  the  week. 

The  war  situation  now  helps  two- 
fold, not  only  in  drawing  the  patrons 
to  see  pix  such  as  "U-Boat  29," 
"Espionage  Agent,"  "Thunder 
Afloat,"  etc.,  but  it  is  freely  con- 
ceded that  the  hosts  who  stayed  at 
home  early  in  September  to  hear 
war  scare  news  are  paying  less  at- 
tention to  broadcasts. 


Al  Christie  May  Make  Trio 
of  Pix  for  Monogram  Here 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

at  Eastern  Service  Studios  and 
probably  would  be  of  the  light  com- 
edy variety.  Eastern  Service,  it  is 
understood,  would  aid  the  producer 
to  secure  financing. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  pres- 
ident, said  yesterday  that  further 
discussions  would  be  held  next  week, 
but  that  no  deal  had  been  set  defi- 
nitely. 

Christie,  long  an  ace  comedy  pro- 
ducer, recently  directed  "Everything 
Happens  to  Ann"  for  Arcadia  Pic- 
tures. Although  not  yet  released, 
the  picture  is  said  to  be  highly  en- 
tertaining^ 


^S&) 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 

to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   20 

Marian  Nixon  Russell  Holman 

Purnell  Pratt  Charley  Chase 

James  H.  McFarland 


ALONG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


▼  T  T 

•  •      •      WHEN  the  night  of  Nov.   15  rolls  around and  with  it 

comes    the    annual    "Night    of   Stars" colossal    benefit    for    settling 

Jewish  refugees  in  Palestine the  crowds  in  Madison  Square  Garden 

locale  of  the  wondrous  event will  hear  plenty  and  see  plenty 

On  the  aural  side  must  be  mentioned  the  new  song  which  George 

M.  Cohan  is  writing  especially  for  the  event According  to  Marvin 

Schenck  and  Ben  Boyer associate   chairmen  for  the   star-spangled 

show the  incomparable  Cohan's  composition  will  be  in  the  nature 

of  an  anti-"Over  There" the  new  song  concerning  itself  with   the 

theme,  "Lafayette  We  Are  Not  Coming!" Who  will  sing  it? 

Believe  it  or  not,  'twill  be  a  new  song  and  dance  team a  couple 

of  young  chaps  just  breaking  into  show  biz the  Messrs.  George  M. 

Cohan  and  George  Jessel! That's  just  a  sample  of  what  is  in  store 

for  you! 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     NOW  on  the  visual  side in  addition  to  the  Cohan- 

Jessel  combo  in  person will  be,  among  others,  Irving  Berlin. 

Orson  Welles,  Judy  Canova,  Benny  Goodman,  Maxine  Sullivan, 
the  Jack  Dempseys,  Paul  Draper,  Abbott  and  Costello,  Olsen  and 

Johnson,  Molly   Picon,   Alexander   Smallens,   Martha  Raye 

That  will  suffice,  without  further  ado,  to  give  you   an  idea  of 
what  this  year's  show  will  be  like 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     TWO  unusual  feed-bag  sessions  featured  the  calendar  yes'- 

day Exhibit  "A"  was  the  AMP  A  luncheon  in  Stouff  er's  Palais  de 

Palates  on  Fifth  Ave When  Prexy  Paul  Lazarus  announced  to  the 

gathering  that   the   organization  was   now  in   the   black everyone 

Jack    Spratt-ed   the    platter   clean    and    demanded    "seconds" Miss 

America  was  on  hand  to  take  a  bow  in  the  role  of  an  honor-guest 

and  Johannes  Steel,  famed  radio  commentator,  delivered  a  swell  spiel 

on   the   European   situation with   a   question-and-answer   period    at 

the  finale Then  adjournment  for  a  fortnight 

Y  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     FEED-BAG    exhibit    "B"    was    in    Brooklyn's    Hotel 

Bossert where  that  borough's  Downtown  Assn.  hosted  Eddie 

Cantor    in    the   Grand   Ballroom There's    a   slight   suspicion 

that  the  Loew  publicists  had  a  finger  in  the  pie for  cut- 
outs of  Cantor   blossomed   everywhere proclaiming   Eddie's 

p.a.    engagement    at    Loew    Met Too,    photographers    mys- 
teriously boarded  the  I.R.T.  sub  at  Bowling  Green  to  snap  Mr. 

Cantor  in  the  role   of  straphanger And  itfs  puzzling   how 

an  umpty-ump  piece  band  just  happened  to  meet  Eddie  coming 

out   of    the    theater and    accommodatingly    escorted    him   to 

the  luncheon Of  course  no  significance   either  can   be   at- 
tached to  the  fact  that  Joe  Martin  and  Ethel  Shephard  of  WHN 

"happened-in"   to   sing   splendidly   their   songs Darn   subtle 

these  Loew  guys but  effective 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ENTERPRISE Yep,   Mr.   Linotyper,   keep   that   in   caps 

'cause  that's  the  kind  of  enterprise  the  Warner  promotional  crew 

is  showing in  behalf  of  "The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex" 

set  for  national  release  Nov.  11 Tie-ups  have  been  arranged 

with  Lux  soap;  the  House  of  Westmore.  cosmetic  mfgs.;   Pocket  Books, 

Inc..  and  other  channels to  make  Mr.  Exhib.'s  turnstiles  click 

in  all  parts  of  the  land 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THIS  morning's  tag  line is  brazenly  lifted  from 

Charles  H.  Ryan's  showmanly  exploitation  bulletin for  War- 
ner Chicago  Theaters "The  best  way  to  dodge  mistakes 

is  to  listen  to  those who  have  made  them". 


RKO,  T  CONTEMPT 
CHARGES  DROPPED 


(.Continued  from  Page   1) 

violated  by  restricted  pix  distributed 
by  the  several  companies  to  B  &  K 
first-run  houses  for  exclusive  first 
showing  during  the  three-year  period 
from  Nov.  9,  1935,  to  Nov.  9,  1938. 

The  D  of  J  brief  also  claims  the 
same  defendants  violated  .the  decree 
by  imposing  unreasona*  .  rterms  on 
the  State  Lake  theater,?  ^venting  it 
from  playing  second-run  films,  while 
the  house  was  under  unaffiliated  man- 
agement, if  the  pix  had  played  the 
Chicago,  the  Roosevelt  or  the  United 
Artists  theater  of  the  B  &  K  circuit. 

The  Government  claims  evidence 
submitted  shows  violation  of  the  de- 
cree by  imposing  unreasonable  clear- 
ance on  the  McVickers  theater,  then 
under  Jones,  Linick  &  Schaefer  man- 
agement to  "B"  week,  point  being 
made  that  when  the  McVickers  be- 
came affiliated  with  B  &  K  in  Febru- 
ary, 1937,  the  house  immediately  ob- 
tained "A"  week  clearance. 

The  brief  further  charges  that 
B  &  K  Paramount  "coerced"  other 
film  distributors  into  restricting  their 
pictures,  first-runs  to  B  &  K  Loop 
theaters,  adding  that  when  McVick- 
ers and  State  Lake  theaters,  joined 
B  &  K,  the  clearance  of  these  houses, 
improved  immediately. 

It  was  also  charged  that  Balaban 
&  Katz  have  a  monopoly  of  first-run 
exhibition  in  Chicago. 

The  findings  of  fact  submitted  by 
the  Government  attorneys,  Robert 
Wright  and  Seymour  Simon,  to 
Master  Edgar  Eldredge  consisted  of 
50  pages,  while  the  brief  in  support 
of  these  facts  cited  200  separate 
items,  which  allegedly  illustrated  in 
a  detailed  manner  the  way  first-run 
films  had  been  handled  in  the  Chi- 
cago territory  for  the  three  years  in 
question. 

The  defendants  have  30  days  in 
which  to  file  their  reply  briefs,  which 
will  be  taken  under  consideration  by 
the  court. 

After  the  Master  has  made  his  de- 
cision, it  will  be  submitted  to  Federal 
Judge  Charles  Woodward,  who  en- 
tered the  original  consent  decree, 
upon  which  the  Government  case  is 
based. 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Emphasizing  that 
there  is  no  release  on  the  B  &  K 
Chicago  case  "in  the  works,"  a 
prominent  Department  of  Justice 
official  last  night  told  The  Film 
Daily:  "There  can't  be  any  consent 
decree  in  a  contempt  case." 


GE  met  Up  45% 

Schenectady — Report  of  Ceneral  Elec- 
tric Co.  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
this  year  shows  net  profit  of  $25,022,- 
631,  compared  with  $17,548,256  in  the 
first  nine  months  of  1938,  an  increase 
of  43  per  cent.  Net  for  current  period 
was  equal  to  87  cents  a  common  share, 
as  against  61   cents  in  the   1938  period. 
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NEB.  CLUB  WOMEN 
I     DITCH  NEELY'S  BILL 


(.Continued  from  Page   1) 

parity  for  harm  to  a  democratic 
system,  would  fade  from  the  Amer- 
ican political  scene  were  it  not  for 
thousands  of  well-meaning,  national, 
state  and  local  public  organizations 
which  are  misled  into  co-operation 
by  their  professional  lobbyists  who 
have  axes  t^,  <mnd  and  jobs  to  keep. 

There  w^  )rompt  reaction  from 
the  Federal  if .  By  almost  unani- 
mous vote,  the  convention  voted  to 
withdraw  the  Nebraska  clubs'  sup- 
port of  the  Neely  bill. 

"A  pleading  voice  on  the  radio, 
a  high-flown  slogan  and  alleged  pub- 
lic issue  that  only  the  closest  study 
;ould  determine — these  are  enough 
to  start  an  avalanche  of  letters  to 
Washington  from  people  who  assume 
that  it  must  be  the  thing  to  do,  be- 
cause the  publicists  and  lobbyists 
of  their  organizations  advise  them  to 
do  it.  Most  pressure  groups  are 
sore  spots  on  democracy  which  ex- 
posure will  eventually  destroy,"  Pet- 
tijohn  declared. 

Experience  of  the  film  industry 
to  illustrate  his  point  was  cited  by 
the  Hays  office  counsel. 

"No  other  medium  of  entertain- 
ment, education  and  information," 
he  asserted,  "has  been  subjected  to 
more  self-purification  than  the  mov- 

3.     Not  a  single  great  church  or- 


Air  Defense  Mans  Theater's  Searchlight 

St.  John,  N.  B. — Famous  Players  Canadian's  Capitol  Theater,  largest  of  the  city's 
pix  houses,  is  ready  to  play  a  leading  role  in  air  raid  defense.  Searchlight,  operated 
by  the  anti-aircraft  section  of  the  Canadian  home  defense,  has  been  installed  on  the 
theater  roof;  it's  in  use  nightly. 


ganization,  social  service  or  educa- 
tional movement  has  any  complaint 
to  make  today  about  the  screen, 
from  the  standpoint  of  immoral  or 
un-American  influence.  In  fact, 
pictures  are  so  clean  that  there  are 
grumbles  from  the  left  that  'art' 
(and  I  quote  the  word)  is  being 
strangled  in  the  effort  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  family  in  screen  en- 
tertainment. 

"Yet  pressure  groups,  whose  real 
ambition  is  to  break  up  the  struc- 
ture of  self-regulation  erected  for 
the  industry  in  order  that  the  screen 
might  become  a  prey  to  every  sub- 
versive influence,  can  always  count 
on  hundreds  of  resolutions  declaring 
•that  'block-booking,'  'blind-buying,' 
'clearance,'  'zoning'  and  other  trade 
practices  of  the  industry  affect  the 
morals  of  the  screen.  It  would  be 
safe  to  bet  1,000  to  1  that  few,  if 
any,  of  these  organizations  contain 
a  single  member  that  could  even  de- 
fine the  trade  practices  referred  to, 
let  alone  understand  the  part  they 
play  in  the  distribution  of  motion 
pictures. 

"Men  who  have  spent  lifetimes  in 
the  industry,  have  found  no  better 
method  than  now  exists,  of  making 
available  to  the  smallest  theater  in 


the  land  for  a  few  dollars,  the  cost- 
liest productions  of  the  studios  for 
which  the  big  theaters  pay  thou- 
sands of  dollars  to  distributors  for 
first-runs.  Yet  certain  women's 
clubs,  sororities  and  boys'  brigades 
do  not  hesitate  by  resolution  or 
otherwise  to  condemn  the  trade  prac- 
tices of  the  industry  on  the  pres- 
sure charge  that  these  affect  the 
moral  contents  of  the  screen." 

Pettijohn  suggested  that  when 
Congress  gets  around  to  investigat- 
ing and  exposing  a  single  pressure 
campaign  of  this  sort,  it  will  have 
exposed  them  all,  for  their  tech- 
nique never  varies. 

The  MPPDA  exec,  was  seconded 
on  rostrum  by  C.  E.  Williams,  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTO  of  Nebraska, 
and  G.  Ralph  Branton,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Paramount-A.  H.  Blank 
string.  Pettijohn  visited  Governor 
Cochran,  and  had  luncheon  with  25 
leading  business  and  film  men. 


Pettijohn  Urges  Return 
of  Arbitration  System 

Omaha — Exhibs.  and  branch  man- 
agers should  be  allowed  to  work  out 
their  own  problems  because  they 
know  how  their  business  should  be 
run   and  what  amount   of  tariffs  it 


N.Y.  UNIT  MUST  DROP 
COHEN,  VIEW  OF  COLE 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

whether  Cohen  continues  as  the 
leader. 

Allied's  national  president  said  he 
regretted  the  split  in  the  New  York 
organization  inasmuch  as  the  unit 
accomplished  so  much  during  its 
existence.  He  said  he  attended  the 
Syracuse  meeting  in  the  hope  that 
the  unit  could  survive  and  carry 
on  its  good  work.  However,  he 
said  he  believed  Cohen  had  not 
lived  up  to  Allied's  constitution  and, 
in  some  respects,  had  gone  beyond 
his   authority. 

Cohen  is  reported  to  be  preparing 
a  statement  in  answer  to  the  charges. 


will  stand,  declared  C.  C.  Pettijohn, 
MPPDA  general  counsel,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  distributors  nad  exhibtiors 
at  the  Omaha  Variety  Club. 

Pettijohn  pointed  out  the  Omaha 
trade  area  had  an  arbitration  board 
for  six  years  "and  99  per  cent  of  the 
disputes  were  settled  amicably."  Such 
a  board  or  similar  means  of  arbitrat- 
ing disputes  should  be  brought  back, 
he  said. 

"Most  serious  threat  to  the  indus- 
try at  the  present  time  is  the  Neely 
Bill,"  Pettijohn  said.  "Some  ex- 
hibitors are  foolish  enough  to  think 
the  bill  will  help  their  business. 
The   opposite  is   true." 
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'**  Smash  opening  at  WARNER'S. 

JTirst  two  days' "business 
is  150%  of  normal! 


starring 

LORETTA  YOUNG  •  DAVID  NIVEN 


(P.  S.  And  did  you  read  about\ 
Baltimore,  Atlanta  and  New  Yorkt ) 


with 
HUGH  HERBERT  •  BILLIE  BURKE  •  C.  AUBREY  SMITH 

BRODERICK  CRAWFORD  •  ZASU  PITTS  •  VIRGINIA  FIELD  •  RAYMOND 
WALBURN  •  Screenplay  by  GENE  TOWNE  and  GRAHAM  BAKER 
Directed  by  TAY  GARNETT    •    Released  thro  UNITED  ARTISTS 
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:<  ik  Reviews  of  the  neui  nuns  >  ■< 


"Disputed  Passage" 

with    Dorothy    Lamour,    Akim    Tamiroff, 

John    Howard 

Paramount  87    Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

FINELY  PLAYED  AND  DIRECTED 
DRAMA  SHOULD  ATTRACT  HEALTHY 
B.  0.  RETURNS. 

Properly  exploited,  Paramount's  picturiza- 
tion  of  Lloyd  C.  Douglas'  book  should  at- 
tract healthy  returns  at  the  box-office. 
Frank  Borzage  has  supplied  sympathetic, 
intelligent  direction,  while  Akim  Tamiroff 
and  John  Howard  give  outstanding  perform- 
ances, the  former  as  a  genius  as  a  surgeon, 
whose  only  interest  is  hard  facts  and  sci- 
ence. Dorothy  Lamour  is  decorative  and 
capable  as  an  American-born  orphan,  reared 
in  China  who  makes  Howard,  a  disciple  of 
Tamiroff,  realize  that  in  addition  to  cold 
science  there  are  souls  and  emotions. 
Prominent  in  the  supporting  cast  are  Wil- 
liam Collier,  Sr.,  Judith  Barrett,  Victor 
Varconi,  Keye  Luke,  Gordon  Jones  and 
Gaylord  Pendleton.  To  Harlan  Thompson 
goes  credit  as  producer.  Anthony  Veiller 
and  Sheridan  Gibney  fashioned  an  interest- 
ing screenplay.  In  Howard,  one  of  his  stu- 
dents, Tamiroff,  the  severe  taskmaster,  sees 
great  promise  and  is  determined  that  How- 
ard should  have  no  outside  interests.  When 
Howard,  who  has  operated  on  Dorothy 
Lamour,  falls  in  love  with  her  and  they 
become  engaged,  Tamiroff  succeeds  in 
making  Dorothy  give  up  her  sweetheart.  She 
returns  to  war-torn  China  and  becomes  an 
ambulance  driver.  Howard,  who  has  had 
many  quarrels  with  Tamiroff,  forces  him 
to  admit  he  caused  the  break  with  Dorothy. 
Howard  goes  to  China  in  search  of  Dorothy 
and  is  critically  injured  in  a  bombed  hospi- 
tal, where  he  had  stopped  to  aid  Varconi, 
resident  doctor.  Varconi  cables  Tamiroff 
and  he  hurries  by  plane  to  operate  and  save 
the  life  of  his  pupil.  It  is  when  it  appears 
that  Tamiroff's  skill  is  to  fail  and  Howard 
will  die  that  Dorothy  appears.  Her  pres- 
ence inspires  Howard  to  fight  to  live — and 
Tamiroff  concedes  that  he  now  realizes 
the  soul  is  greater  than  science. 

CAST:  Dorothy  Lamour,  Akim  Tamiroff, 
John  Howard,  Judith  Barrett,  William  Col- 
lier, Sr.,  Victor  Varconi,  Gordon  Jones,  Keye 
Luke,  Elisabeth  Risdon,  Gaylord  Pendleton, 
Billy  Cook,  William  Pawley,  Henie  Riano, 
Z.  T.  Nyi,  Philson  Ahn,  Dr.  E.  Y.  Chung, 
Philip  Ahn,  Lee  Ya-Ching. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harlan  Thompson; 
Director,  Frank  Borzage;  Author,  Lloyd  C. 
Douglas;  Screenplay,  Anthony  Veiller  and 
Sheridan  Gibney;  Cameraman,  William  C. 
Mellor,  ASC;  Art  Directors,  Hans  Dreier 
and  Roland  Anderson;  Editor,  James  Smith; 
Musical  Score,  Frederick  Hollander  and  John 
Leipold;  Sound,  Hugo  Grenzbach,  Richard 
Olson. 

DIRECTION,  Sympathetic.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Fine. 


Mitchell,  Precision  Mgr. 

R.  Fawn  Mitchell,  formerly  with 
Andre  Debrie,  Inc.,  as  manager,  has 
joined  Precision  Film  Lab.,  subsid- 
iary of  Berndt-Maurer  Corp.,  as 
manager. 

WB  Sets  Martin  Circuit 

Warners  has  closed  a  seasonal 
product  deal  with  the  Martin  circuit 
operating  in  39  situations  in  Geor- 
gia, Alabama  and  Florida. 


"Three  Sons" 

with     Edward     Ellis,    Katherine    Alexander, 

J.    Edward    Bromberg,    William   Gargan 
RKO  72   Mins. 

DRAMATIC  STORY  OF  A  FAMILY'S 
RISE  AND  FALL  IS  ENTERTAINING  FOR 
THE  POP  TRADE. 

Undertaking  the  difficult  task  of  telling 
in  episodic  fashion  the  history  of  a  family 
and  their  business,  this  release  comes 
through  with  flying  colors.  The  picture  is 
solid  entertainment  for  the  pop  trade,  with 
a  strong  dramatic  story,  a  good  cast  and 
able  production  and  direction.  Edward  Ellis 
is  fine  as  the  founder  of  a  great  Chicago 
department  store,  and  J.  Edward  Bromberg 
is  equally  good  as  the  faithful  employe  who 
grew  with  the  business.  Katherine  Alexan- 
der, cast  as  Ellis'  wife,  and  William  Gargan, 
as  his  dandified  brother,  are  both  good. 
Picture  also  serves  to  introduce  Virginia 
Vale  and  Robert  Stanton,  winners  of  the 
Jesse  Lasky  talent  hunt,  who  with  Kent 
Taylor  and  Dick  Hogan  portray  the  four 
children  in  the  family.  The  story  opens 
in  Chicago  after  the  great  fire.  Ellis  and 
his  wife  arrive  from  New  York  to  go  into 
business,  with  Gargan  already  living  in  that 
city.  Ellis  foresees  a  great  future  for  a 
department  store,  and  with  the  help  of 
Gargan,  who  is  intimate  with  a  number  of 
politicians,  selects  a  site  where  all  the 
car  lines  will  converge.  The  four  children 
are  born,  and  with  the  advent  of  each 
child  a  new  department  is  opened  in  the 
store.  The  mother,  Katherine  Alexander, 
dies  before  the  store  really  becomes  a 
great  figure  in  the  city.  However,  each 
child  disappoints  Ellis.  The  daughter  mar- 
ries a  phony  prince,  one  son  gets  mixed  up 
with  a  dance  hall  singer,  and  Gargan  is 
killed  accidentally  by  the  girl,  another  has 
visions  of  being  a  band  leader  and  won't 
work  in  the  store,  and  the  youngest  boy, 
who  is  Ellis'  pet,  gets  in  a  jam  with  a  girl 
in  the  store.  Despite  these  rebuffs  to  his 
dreams,  Ellis  divides  80  per  cent  of  the 
stock  in  the  store  among  the  four  children, 
only  to  have  three  of  them  sell  their  stock 
to  pursue  their  own  ambitions.  Bromberg 
buys  back  the  stock  from  the  bank,  and 
before  Ellis  dies  he  learns  that  the  youngest 
son  has  come  back  to  the  store  as  an  em- 
ploye, leaving  one  of  the  family  to  carry 
it  on. 

CAST:  Edward  Ellis,  J.  Edward  Bromberg, 
Katherine  Alexander,  William  Gargan,  Kent 
Taylor,  Virginia  Vale,  Robert  Stanton,  Grady 
Sutton,  Dick  Hogan,  Adele  Pearce,  Barbara 
Pepper,  Alexander  D'Arcy. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sisk;  Direc- 
tor, Jack  Hively;  Screenplay,  John  Twist; 
Based  on  a  novel  by  Lester  Cohen;  Cam- 
eraman, Russell  Metty;  Editor,  Thereon 
Werth. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Attorney  General's  Aide 

Permanently  in  Chicago 

Chicago  —  Permanent  assignment 
of  Seymour  Simon,  special  assistant 
attorney  general,  to  the  local  of- 
fices of  the  D  of  J's  anti-trust  di- 
vision was  disclosed  yesterday.  In- 
crease in  work  for  the  Chicago  bu- 
reau was  said  the  reason.  Larger 
quarters  have  been  taken  on  the 
sixth  floor  of  the  208  S.  La  Salle 
St.  building. 


"Fast  and  Furious" 

with  Ann  Sothern,  Franchot  Tone 
M-G-M  73    Mins. 

DETECTIVE  MYSTERY  WITH  TONE 
AND  SOTHERN  AS  TEAM  WILL  PLEASE 
WHODUNIT  FANS. 

Latest  in  a  series  produced  by  Metro 
about  the  adventures  of  the  Sloanes,  por- 
trayed by  Ann  Sothern  and  Franchot  Tone 
this  time,  this  release  should  please.  The 
action  is  well  paced,  the  cast  is  personable, 
and  the  film  has  enough  comedy  to  neatly 
balance  its  more  gruesome  aspects.  John 
Miljan,  Ruth  Hussey,  Lee  Bowman  and  the 
rest  of  the  players  adequately  sup- 
port the  principals.  The  happily  married 
Sloanes  run  into  trouble  quickly.  Lee  Bow- 
man, a  friend,  has  borrowed  money  from 
them  to  go  into  partnership  with  John  Mil- 
jan in  running  a  beauty  parade  at  a  nearby 
seaside  resort.  Ann  and  Franchot  go  to 
the  resort  for  a  vacation.  Miljan  is  mys- 
teriously shot  and  Franchot  and  a  detective 
friend  from  New  York  start  investigating 
in  order  to  clear  Bowman,  who  is  under 
suspicion.  A  short  time  after  this,  an 
attempt  is  made  to  murder  Franchot  and 
Ann,  but  they  escape.  Another  suspect 
under  the  scrutiny  of  Tone  and  his  friend 
is  murdered,  complicating  matters  still  fur- 
ther. Finally,  Franchot  pins  everything  on 
trapping  Allyn  Joslyn  into  admitting  his 
guilt,  which  he  does,  but  when  Joslyn  tries 
to  murder  Franchot  after  making  his  ad- 
mission of  guilt  he  is  trapped  by  police 
who  were  hidden  in  the  room. 

CAST:  Franchot  Tone,  Ann  Sothern,  Ruth 
Hussey,  John  Miljan,  Allyn  Joslyn,  Bernard 
Nedell,  Mary  Beth  Hughes,  Cliff  Clark, 
James  Burke,  Frank  Orth,  Margaret  Roach, 
Gladys   Blake,   Granville   Kurnitz. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Frederick  Stephani; 
Director,  Busby  Berkeley;  Original  Screen- 
play, Harry  Kurnitz;  Cameraman,  Ray  June; 
Editor,  Elmo  Vernon. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


SEC  Report  Reveals  Morris 
Sale  of  Warner  Debentures 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Acquisition  of  100 
of  Columbia  Pictures  common  voting 
trust  certificates  by  A.  Schneider 
was  reported  by  the  SEC  today  in 
its  semi-monthly  summary  of  se- 
curity transactions  and  holdings. 
Schneider  now  holds  304  of  the  cer- 
tificates,  it   was    reported. 

Warner  Bros,  report  disclosed 
Sam  E.  Morris  had  filed  for  April, 
1939,  listing  holdings  of  3,000  shares 
of  common  stock  and  no  optional  6 
per  cent  convertible  debentures  af- 
ter disposing  of  15,000. 

Report  of  Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
shows  a  corrected  report  by  John  J. 
McCaffrey  stating  he  holds  no  7 
per  cent  cumulative  convertible  pre- 
ferred directly  but  has  acquired  60 
shares  of  that  issue  through  H.  D. 
Best  McCaffrey  Co.  He  is  now  listed 
as  a  director  of  KAO. 

Robert  L.  Daine  reports  acquisi- 
tion of  2,500  shares  of  Trans-Lux 
common  stock  as  compensation  and 
disposal  of  2,000  shares  as  a  gift. 
He  now  holds  3,000  shares  of  com- 
mon. 


"Those  High  Grey 
Walls" 

with  Walter  Connolly,  Onslow  Stevens, 
Paul   Fix 


Columbia 


81  Mins. 


UNUSUAL  STORY  ANGLE  AND  FINE 
PERFORMANCE     BY     CONNOLLY     MAKE 

PIX  ENTERTAINING. 

<v  e 
The  usual  emphasis  place     -most  prison 

stories  on  the  atmosphere  6  )e  prison  has 
been  reversed  in  this  one,  and  with  good 
effect.  Although  a  prison  is  the  background 
for  the  story,  the  story  itself  deals  prin- 
cipally in  a  character  study  of  a  man,  a  doc- 
tor who  is  imprisoned  because  of  his  faith 
in  mankind  and  his  oath  of  duty.  Walter 
Connolly  gives  a  superb  performance  as  the 
country  doctor,  and  he  is  ably  supported  by 
a  fine  cast  that  includes  such  seasoned 
troupers  as  Onslow  Stevens  and  Paul  Fix. 
Connolly  is  sent  to  jail  when  he  removes 
a  bullet  from  a  boy  he  had  brought  into  the 
world  and  lets  the  boy,  a  fugitive,  escape. 
In  the  penitentiary  he  is  assigned  to  the 
jute  mill,  but  following  his  cure  of  a  patient 
with  a  heart  ailment  he  is  transferred  to 
the  hospital.  A  prisoner  is  found  dead  in 
the  ward,  and  Connolly  is  accused  of  giving 
him  an  overdose  of  sedative  as  a  trusty 
had  heard  the  man  pleading  with  Connolly 
to  put  him  out  of  the  way.  Connolly  has 
further  trials  and  tribulations  before  he  is 
pardoned  by  the  governor,  but  in  Connolly's 
conversion  of  Stevens,  young  doctor  in  the 
prison,  from  a  despairing  and  hardened 
man  into  a  doctor  who  realizes  he  has  a 
mission  in  the  world,  there  is  a  much  great- 
er story  than  his  own  troubles. 

CAST:  Walter  Connolly,  Onslow  Stevens, 
Paul  Fix,  Bernard  Nedell,  Iris  Meredith, 
Oscar  O'Shea,  Nicholas  Soussanin,  Don  Bed- 
doe. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Di- 
rector, Charles  Vidor;  Screenplay,  Lewis 
Meltzer;  Based  on  a  story  by  W.  A.  Ull- 
man,  Jr.;  Cameraman,  John  Stumar;  Edi- 
tor, Gene  Milford. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Tillie,"  Now  a  4-Reeler 
Clicks  in  Los  Angeles  Test 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  "Tillie's  Punctured 
Romance"  in  its  initial  week's  run  at 
the  Orpheum  Theater,  Los  Angeles, 
played  to  about  25  per  cent  over 
regular  box-office  returns.  Picture 
stars  Charlie  Chaplin,  Marie  Dress- 
ier, Mabel  Normand,  Slim  Summer- 
ville,  Chester  Conklin,  Ford  Sterl- 
ing, Charlie  Murray,  Charlie  Chase, 
Edgar  Kennedy  and  the  original 
Keystone  Kops.  The  picture  has 
been  re-edited  in  four  reels  and  has 
been  rescored  with  modern  music 
and  sound  effects. 


De  Mille's  Next  Story 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— Cecil  B.  DeMille  will 
follow  "Northwest  Mounted  Police' 
with  "The  Sun  of  Glory,"  saga  of 
the  Southwest.  It  will  be  for  1940- 
41. 
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*   f ORCIGn   * 


"II  Signor  Max" 

(Mr.    Max) 

with    VitJ^ro    De    Sica,    Assia     Noris 

Esperia  FilrT      \  84  Mins. 

GAY  COMEDY  RANKS  AS  ONE  OF 
FUNNIEST  PICTURES  TO  COME  FROM 
ITALY. 

With  a  novel  story,  an  expert  cast  and 
lots  of  comedy,  this  film  will  highly  please 
Italian  fans.  It  ranks  as  one  of  the 
best  films  turned  out  by  the  Italian  pro- 
ducers in  many  a  day.  Vittorio  De  Sica 
is  well  cast  as  the  newspaper  vendor  who 
crashes  society.  Assia  Noris,  is  attrac- 
tive as  the  maid  who  falls  for  Vittorio, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  cast  is  capable. 
De  Sica,  heir  to  a  substantial  sum  of  money 
and  a  profitable  newspaper  stall,  makes 
enough  money  out  of  his  business  to  take 
a  vacation  in  a  fashionable  resort.  During 
a  holiday  season  he  is  given  a  cruise  ticket 
by  an  aristocrat  who  is  an  old  school 
friend.  He  is  mistaken  for  his  aristo- 
cratic friend  due  to  his  using  the  friend's 
camera,  which  has  his  name  on  the  case. 
Finally,  his  disguise  is  pierced,  but  he 
arrives  at  a  happy  ending  of  his  ventures 
when  he  marries  Assia,  who  is  more  real 
than  the  pampered  society  belles  he  has 
been  running  around  with. 

CAST:  Vittorio  De  Sica,  Assia  Noris, 
Rubi  Dalma,  Umberto  Melnati,  Mario  Casa- 
leggio  Riento,  Adonella. 

CREDITS:  Astra  Films  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Mario  Camerini.  Presented  at  the 
Cinecitta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue 
and   no   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Funny.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
0.  K. 


•       -a 


"Le  Sorprese  di  un 
Matrimonio" 

(The  Surprises  of  a   Marriage) 

with  Vittorio  De  Sica,  Elisa  Cegani, 

Assia    Noris 

Columbo   Film   Co.  79   Mins 

CINDERELLA  STORY  COMEDY 
SMOOTHLY  DIRECTED  WILL  PLEASE 
ITALIAN-AMERICAN   AUDIENCES. 

Based  on  a  Pirandello  play  which  tells 
the  story  of  a  man  who  marries  a  servant 
girl  to  ward  off  a  contingent  of  feminine 
admirers,  this  new  Italian  release  will  un- 
doubtedly amuse  Italian-American  audi- 
ences. The  cast  is  good,  and  the  direction 
of  Mario  Camerini  is  smooth.  Vittorio  De 
Sica  portrays  the  handsome  young  social 
lion  effectively.  Elisa  Cegani  is  well  cast 
as  the  servant  girl  and  Assia  Noris  deco- 
rates the  screen  as  one  of  Vittorio's  ad- 
mirers. Vittorio  marries  Elisa  when  hound- 
ed by  a  horde  of  women  who  want  to  marry 
him  because  of  his  social  position  and 
money.  Elisa  turns  out  to  be  a  more  ap- 
pealing wife  than  any  of  the  others  could 
have  been,  but  it  is  in  the  telling  of  the 
story,  with  its  comedy  complications,  that 
the  real  substance  of  the  picture's  material 
is  found. 

CAST:  Vittorio  De  Sica,  Elisa  Cegani, 
Umberto  Melnati,  Assia  Noris,  Elsa  De 
Giorgi,  Ugo  Ceseri. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Mario 
Camerini.  Presented  at  the  Cine  Roma 
with   Italian  dialogue  and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Smooth.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
O.K. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"The  Monroe  Doctrine" 

(Historical    Featuret) 

Warners  16  mins. 

History  In  The  Making 

All  audiences  young  and  old, 
should  see  this  newest  release  in 
Warners  historical  featuret  series. 
It  is  inspiring,  and  true  to  fact  and 
detail  in  its  telling.  Done  in  Tech- 
nicolor, it  has  been  enhanced  pho- 
tographically that  much  more.  Ex- 
hibitors have  something  to  exploit 
in  this  release,  and  they  should  make 
every  effort  to  sell  it.  A  fine  cast 
of  players,  including  Grant  Mitchell, 
James  Stephenson,  Sidney  Black- 
mer,  Charles  Waldron  and  others 
make  the  picture  a  living  document. 
Going  back  to  the  days  of  President 
Monroe,  we  vividly  see  the  prob- 
lems presented  to  the  U.  S.  by  an 
alliance  of  European  powers  which 
planned  to  help  themselves  to  por- 
tions of  South  America.  And  then 
Monroe  delivers  his  famous  message 
to  Congress.  What  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine has  meant  to  this  country,  and 
all  countries  in  this  hemisphere, 
from  that  day  forward  is  vividly 
shown.  A  timely  reel,  this  vizuali- 
zation  of  American  history  in  the 
making. 


"Allergi  Masnadieri 

(The   Make-Believe   Pirates) 

with  Mino  d'Oro,  Assia  Noris 

Pullini   Films  72  Mins. 

COMBINATION  MUSICAL  AND  DRAMA 
RATES  AS  FAIR  ITALIAN  FIX. 

This  might  have  been  a  class  musical 
film.  As  it  is,  it  is  a  fair  offering  for  the 
Italian-American  market.  The  cast  is  per- 
sonable, the  music  is  okay  and  the  story  is 
adequate.  Assia  Noris,  an  attractive  Italian 
blonde,  and  Mino  d'Oro  play  the  principal 
roles.  Assia,  on  her  way  to  marry  an  unseen 
suitor  in  the  new  world,  falls  in  with 
pirates.  Unknown  to  her,  her  fiance,  through 
accident,  is  also  one  of  the  pirate  crew. 
The  rest  of  the  story  can  be  deduced  from 
that  much  plot  structure.  Story  ends  hap- 
pily, with  even  the  pirates  getting  off  easily 
when  caught.     There  are  no  English  titles. 

CAST:  Assia  Noris,  Mino  d'Oro,  C.  Pilot- 
to,  Calisto  Beltramo,  Olivia  Fried,  Fratelli 
de  Rege,  Riento. 

CREDITS:  Artisti  Associati  Production; 
Director,  Marco  Elter.  Presented  at  the 
Cine  Roma  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
O.  K. 


Ascap  Gets  a  Temporary 

Injunction  in  Florida 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

yesterday  granted  a  temporary  in- 
junction to  Ascap  restraining  officials 
of  the  state  of  Florida  from  enforc- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  Florida 
anti-Ascap  law  enacted  by  the  state 
and  effective  on  June  12,  1939. 

A  previous  similar  law  enacted  in 
1937  was  also  enjoined  by  the  three- 
judge  court.  Those  sitting  at  the 
hearing  were  Circuit  Judge  Joseph 
Hutcheson  and  District  Judges  Louie 
Strum  and  Augustine  V.  Long. 

Ascap  was  represented  by  Frank 
J.  Wideman  and  Manley  Caldwell  of 
West  Palm  Beach  and  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  by  Louis  D.  Frohlich  and 
Herman  Finkelstein  of  Ascap's  legal 
staff.  The  state  of  Florida  was  rep- 
resented by  Lucine  Boggs,  Tyrus  A. 
Norwood  and  Andrew  W.  Bennett, 
general  counsel  of  the  NAB. 


Depinet,  McCormick  Leave 
For  Coast  Product  Huddles 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
last  night  for  the  Coast  where  they 
will   look   at  rushes   and   completed 
versions  of  forthcoming  pictures. 

Advertising  and  exploitation  cam- 
paigns also  will  be  discussed  during 
the  three-week  huddles  at  the  studios. 


Warner  Sound  Dept.  Invents 
"Invisible  Transmitter" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Levinson,  has  invented  an  "invisible 
sound  transmitter"  which  enables  a 
player  to  hear  music,  cues  and  in- 
structions which  must  not  figure  in 
the  completed  picture. 

Sound  of  any  sort  is  sent  into  an 
off-scene  microphone  and  is  con- 
veyed to  the  actor  through  a  tiny 
bone  conductor  attached  to  his  spine 
under  his  clothing.  In  turn,  the  bone 
transmits  the  sound  to  him.  It  per- 
mits transmission  of  inspirational 
music  to  the  player  in  a  highly  emo- 
tional sequence  as  in  pre-sound  era. 


Laughton,  Pommer  Reorganize 
Co.:  Will  Produce  in  H'wood 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Laughton  co-stars  with  Vivien 
Leigh,  will  be  distributed  by  Para- 
mount under  a  new  title  following 
release  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind." 

Paramount  also  is  seeking  to  have 
Mayflower  make  "The  Admirable 
Crichton"  here  with  Laughton  as  the 
star. 


Gaynor  Leaves  Columbia 

Leonard  Gaynor  today  completed 
his  two-picture  special  exploitation 
assignment  with  Columbia  Pictures. 
He  was  engaged  for  the  "Golden 
Boy"  and  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington" campaigns. 


"World's    Fair   Junior" 

(Broadway  Brevity) 

Warners  20  mins. 

Tiresome   Reel 

Undoubtedly,  everybody  likes 
children,  and  particularly  when  they 
are  talented,  but  when  countless 
numbers  are  jammed  down  your 
throat  for  a  long  20  minutes  the 
short  is  bound  to  grow  tiresome. 
One  dance  by  a  boy  and  one  by  a 
girl,  maybe  two  more  singing,  and 
one  grand  finale  number  with  them 
all  would  have  been  fine,  but  every- 
thing is  repeated  endlessly.  Sev- 
eral of  the  kids  appearing  in  the 
short  have  real  talent.  A  bunch 
of  kids  decide  to  build  a  Fair  of 
their  own  and  when  it  is  completed, 
and  an  amazing  piece  of  work  it  is, 
it  is  used  as  a  background  for  the 
introduction  of  numerous  "num- 
bers." Probably  extremely  juvenile 
audiences   will    enjoy   it. 


"Naughty  Neighbors" 

(Looney  Tune  Cartoon) 

Warners  7  mins. 

Below  Par  Cartoon 

The  adventures  of  Porky  Pig  con- 
tinue in  this  one,  with  a  feud  be- 
tween Porky  and  his  relatives  and 
Petunia  Pig's  family.  The  feuding 
factions  sign  a  peace  pact  and  Porky 
and  Petunia  make  woo  woo  in  the 
mountain  twilight.  However,  the 
feud  flares  up  again  until  Porky 
ends  it  with  a  peace  grenade.  Slight- 
ly below  par,  on  the  whole. 


"Rubinoff  And   His  Violin" 

(Melody  Master) 

Warners  10  mins. 

Melodious    Music 

Rubinoff  plays  his  violin  soulfully, 
sympathetically  in  this  short,  and 
he  is  backed  up  by  a  first-class  or- 
chestra. Short  uses  a  bandstand 
setting  and  dance  floor  which  allows 
the  introduction  of  Clair  James,  a 
singer,  and  Jack  Holland  and  June 
Hart,  dancers.  Rubinoff  and  the  or- 
chestra play  "Fiddling  On  The  Fid- 
dle," "Give  Me  A  Moment  Please," 
"When  Day  Is  Done,"  and  "Dark 
Eyes." 


"Fresh  Fish" 

(Merrie  Melody) 

Warners  7  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Done  in  Technicolor,  and  cleverly 
animated,  this  cartoon  should  get 
a  lot  of  laughs.  We  see  a  profes- 
sor of  icthyology  going  down  in  his 
diving  bell  in  search  of  the  ferocious 
monster,  the  whim  wham  whistling 
shark.  The  characterizations  of 
the  fish  and  crastaceans  he  en- 
counters in  his  search  are  extremely 
amusing.  Finally,  he  locates  the 
elusive  shark  and  nets  it,  but  when 
they  get  the  diving  bell  back  on 
the  ship  it  is  discovered  that  the 
shark  has  made  a  meal  of  the  pro- 
fessor. 
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RKO  RADIO'S  LOSS 
SHARPLY  REDUCED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

during  the  period  on  preferred  7  per 
cent  cumulative  convertible  stock  of 
K-A-O.  This  compares  with  a  net 
loss  of  $480,176.04  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  in  1938. 

Income  from  theater  admissions 
was  listed  at  $11,501,158.75;  film 
rentals  and  sales  at  $13,393,263.46; 
and  rents  and  other  income  at  $1,- 
427,624.53,  or  a  total  income  of  $26,- 
322,046.74.  As  against  these  items, 
expenses  were  placed  at  $24,881,- 
208.47. 

Other  income  totaled  $584,676.39, 
and  other  charges  $1,901,159.83. 
Balance  of  all  foregoing  items  stood 
at  $124,354.83,  but  provision  for  in- 
come and  other  taxes  brought  the 
deficit  to  $68,070.29. 

The  consolidated  statement  was 
appended  to  the  report  submitted  by 
Irving  Trust  Co.,  trustee  of  RKO 
Corp.,  to  the  U.  S.  District  Court 
here  under  date  of  Oct.  18.  Trus- 
tee gave  present  status  and  review 
of  the  debtor's  affairs  during  the 
26-week  span. 

RKO  Radio  Loss  Slashed 

RKO  Radio  Pictures,  and  its  sub- 
sidiaries, engaged  in  producing  or 
distributing,  operated  for  the  26 
weeks  ended  July  1,  1939,  at  a  net 
loss,  after  charges,  of  $756,668.14, 
against  net  loss  for  the  correspond- 
ing period   a   year   ago    of   $1,135,- 

522.42.  Gross  receipts  dropped  con- 
siderably in  the  1939  period,  but  this 
was  offset  by  expense  reduction. 
Distribution  expenses  were  main- 
tained at  approximately  the  1938 
level. 

Pathe  News,  Inc.,  for  the  26  weeks 
ended  July  1,  last,  showed  a  net 
profit,    after    all    charges,    of    $49,- 

881.43,  which  compares  with  a  net 
profit  of  $117,574.41  for  the  same 
period  fo  1938. 

Study  Studio  Economies 
A.  Christensen,  vice-president  of 
Irving  Trust,  representing  the  trus- 
tee, expressed  optimism  regarding 
RKO  Corp.  and  subsidiaries'  reve- 
nue during  the  balance  of  1939, 
citing  that  personnel  economies  had 
been  effectuated  recently,  and  that 
studio  economies  are  under  consid- 
eration. 

RKO  theater  and  pix  companies 
are  doing  well  now,  in  fact  better 
than  a  year  ago,  he  said,  with  a  num- 
ber of  strong  attractions  issuing 
from  the  Coast  studios,  following  a 
seasonal  lull  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber. 

Current  hostilities  in  Europe  have 
naturally  had  their  effect  upon  for- 
eign revenues,  but  even  in  the  face 


Two  Pix  a  Month 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M. — According  to  figures 
released  from  the  Commissioner  of  Rev- 
enue's office,  theatergoers  spent  $192,- 
81 5  during  the  month  of  July.  Using 
the  1930  census  figures  and  an  average 
25-cent  admission,  every  individual  in 
the  state  saw  two  movies  during  the 
month. 


H.  M.  Warner  Will 
Appear  in  RSF  Pix 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Russell  Sage 
Foundation,  Prexy  H.  M.  Warner  of 
Warners  will  appear  in  a  film,  "Amer- 
ica's    Making."    

Pix  will  deal 
with  the  signi- 
ficant contribu- 
tions of  Amer- 
ican citizens  to 
the  develop- 
ment of  the 
country. 

The     Founda- 
tion     has     also 
asked       permis- 
sion     to      use 
clips     from 
"Lights  of  New 
York,"  the  first 
all     -     dialogue 
picture    and 
''The    Jazz 
Singe  r,"    the  ..     . .     ..,.-..-- 

product  ion  H.   M.  WARNER 

which  established  sound  as  an  important 
element  in  the  industry.  Clips  are  also 
sought  from  several  other  Warner  pic- 
tures. 


Para.  Launches  "Passage" 
as  Detroit  Previews  Cars 


Argus  to  Produce  Six 

With  All-Negro  Casts 

West    Coast    Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Argus  Pictures  will 
make  a  series  of  six  features,  using 
all-negro  casts.  Initial  picture,  an 
untitled  comedy  drama,  with  music, 
will  have  a  cast  including  Gladys 
Snyder  and  Florence  O'Brien,  of 
"The  Swing  Mikado,"  Monte  Halley, 
Sheldon  Brooks,  who  wrote  "The 
Dark  Tow  Strutters  Ball,"  and  F. 
E.  Miller  of  Miller  and  Lyles.  Ar- 
thur Dreifuss  will  direct,  and  the 
picture  will  be  distributed  by  In- 
ternational Roadshows. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

forces  here  last  night  to  launch, 
with  all  the  fanfare  of  Hollywood 
ballyhoo,  Paramount's  "Disputed 
Passage,"  which  had  its  world  pre- 


fer a  review  of  "Disputed  Passage," 
turn  to  page  6  of  this  issue  of  THE 
FILM  DAILY. 


May  Raise  Theater  License 

Morrilton,  Ark. — A  proposed  ordi- 
nance changing  the  annual  license 
on  motion  picture  theaters  here  from 
a  flat  rate  of  $100  a  year  to  a  charge 
of  40  cents  per  chair  will  be  consid- 
ered at  the  council's  next  meeting. 


of  this  adverse  condition  it  is  not 
without  the  realm  of  possibility  for 
the  companies  on  a  consolidated  ba- 
sis to  show  a  profit  for  the  final  six 
months  of  1939. 

"Streamlining"    In    Prospect 

It  was  also  implied  by  sources 
close  to  RKO  Corp.  yesterday  that 
when  the  final  reorganization  de- 
tails have  been  cleared  up  in  Fed- 
eral Court  there  may  be  undertaken 
a  "streamlining"  of  RKO's  corpo- 
rate structure.  Steps  toward  sim- 
plification and  hence  greater  mobil- 
ity, it  is  pointed  out,  have  been 
effectuated  by  several  film  companies 
in    the    relatively    recent    past. 

In  the  trustee's  report,  it  is  noted 
that  no  appreciable  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  claims  against 
RKO  Corp.  Anent  the  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings,  Christensen  as- 
serted that  the  next  hearing  in  Fed- 
eral Court,  slated  for  Nov.  1,  may 
clarify  matters  now  pending.  This 
is  interpreted  to  include  the  item 
of  the  new  common  stock  issue. 

RKO  pix  revenues  in  Spain  are 
still  tied  up,  it  is  said. 


miere  at  the  Michigan  Theater,  and 
the  1940  models,  the  latter  given  a 
"sneak  preview"  in  a  huge  street 
parade  of  stars  and  cars. 

The  co-operative  venture  drew  a 
record  crowd  to  Detroit,  the  stellar 
magnets  including  Dorothy  Lamour, 
John  Howard,  Olympe  Bradna,  J. 
Carroll  Naish,  Susan  Hayward,  Rob- 
ert Preston  and  Joseph  Allen,  Jr., 
all  of  whom  made  p.a.'s  at  the  Mich- 
igan premiere. 

The  players  were  guests  at  a  spe- 
cial noon  luncheon  arranged  by  the 
local  Variety  Club.  During  the  after- 
noon, the  Crystal  Room  of  the 
Book  Cadillac  Hotel  was  the  scene 
of  an  informal  reception  and  later  a 
buffet  supper  was  held  for  the  Hol- 
lywood contingent,  visiting  news- 
paper representatives  and  guests  of 
the  Detroit  World  Premiere  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Governor  Dickin- 
son was  honorary  chairman. 

Eight  lines  of  motors  were  in  the 
parade  to  the  theater,  where  the 
arrival  was  broadcast  with  Harry 
Heilman  of  WXYZ  as  emcee.  Para- 
mount News  covered  the  opening 
and  footage  taken  was  rushed  to  a 
local  lab.  to  be  developed  and  print- 
ed, the  reel  subsequently  being 
flashed  on  the  Michigan's  screen. 

Large  trade  delegation  from  the 
Midwest  and  East  was  here  for  the 
premiere,  including  John  Balaban, 
Walter  Immerman,  Bill  Hollander, 
Harry  Browning,  Allen  Usher, 
Charles  Winchell,  Joe  Feldman, 
Ralph  Lawlor,  Charles  Kurtzman. 


New  Britain  Will  Slap 

Tax  on   Slot   Machines 


New  Britain,  Conn. — The  Board 
of  Assessors  has  decided,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  machines  were 
licensed  here,  to  tax  pin  machines, 
musical  devices  and  like  amusement 
and  entertainment  devices  in  the 
city. 

Simplest  way  of  making  the  as- 
sessments is  through  the  Police  De- 
partment. The  detective  bureau  is 
now  preparing  for  the  assessors  a 
complete  list  of  all  such  machines 
for  which  licenses  have  been  issued. 
The  list  will  show  ownership  of  the 
various  devices,  estimated  to  num- 
ber 400. 


$1,133,899  B  &  L  Net 

Rochester — Bausch  &  Lomb  Opti- 
cal Co.  for  the  nine  months  ended 
Sept.  30,  last,  report  a  net  profit  of 
$1,133,899,  equal  to  $2.31  each  on 
410,000  common  shares,  after  de- 
ducting dividends  paid  on  5  per  cent 
cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock.  Last  year  net  was  $337,013, 
or  36  cents  a  common  share. 


CONCRETE  PIX  SCHEME! 
FOR  ARGENTINE  PACT: 
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(Continued  from  Page   1) 

Bareford  of  Warners,  Frank  Irby  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  Joseph  Rosthal  of 
Loew's  and  Dave  Lewis,  Argentine 
representative  of  Loew's,  who  sup- 
plemented Levine's  testimony. 

The  motion  picture  industry  is 
heartily  in  favor  of  the  negotiations 
now  taking  place  for/^ "  ade  agree- 
ment with  Argentina^  in  avine  said. 
"It  is  necessary  for  this  industry  to 
have  free  and  untrammeled  foreign 
markets,"  he  declared.  "Otherwise 
our  quality  pictures  will  suffer."  The 
industry  must  receive  from  35  to  40 
per  cent  of  its  revenue  from  foreign 
markets  under  the  present  situation, 
he  said,  and  then  told  the  committee 
of  the  losses  in  Germany,  Italy, 
Spain,  Poland,  and  other  European 
nations.  He  made  reference  also 
to  the  quota  imposition  of  Great 
Britain.  "Thus  the  industry  is  ex 
ceedingly  hard  hit,"  he  declared;  "so 
much  so  that  it  has  been  forced  to 
curtail   employment." 

The  industry  is  not  concerned  with 
keeping  Argentine  film  production 
out  of  the  U.  S.,  Levine  said.  In 
fact,  he  declared,  it  is  welcomed. 
"The  situation  comes  down  to  this — 
with  the  state  Europe  is  in  today 
the  Latin-American  market  is  all- 
important."  The  industry  must  not 
be  required  to  meet  arbitrary  quo 
tas,  he  told  the  six-man  committee. 

As  a  specific  program  the  industry 
asks  (1)  that  films  be  considered 
essential  articles  of  commerce,  (2) 
be  protected  against  excessive 
duties;  (3)  have  free  access  to  the 
Argentine  market  without  unreason- 
able import  permits,  (4)  an  uncon 
ditional  most-favored  nation  clause 
should  be  inserted  in  the  new  treaty, 
Levine  said. 

"We      believe      Argentina      itself 
would    benefit    under    such    a    pro 
gram,"    Levine    said,    pointing    out 
that  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  ex- 
hibition revenue  remains  in  Argen 
tina.  "The  competition  of  Argentina 
produced  films  is  not  enough  to  war 
rant  taxes  that  have  been  imposed 
upon  us,  the  industry  spokesman  de 
clared.  "We  have  no  objection  to  non 
discriminatory   taxes,"  he  said,  but 
asked  to  be  treated  on  par  with  other 
industries. 

Lewis  told  the  committee  that  of 
the  400-odd  pictures  produced  in  the 
U.  S.  every  year  some  350  reach  the 
Argentine. 

The  unfavorable  currency  situa 
tion  is  another  detriment  to  the  in- 
dustry that  should  be  taken  up  in  the 
negotiations,  Levine  said. 

The  reciprocity  committee  will 
make  a  report  to  the  full  tariff 
commission  following  completion  of 
testimony  to  be  used  by  the  negotia 
tors  in  working  out  the  new  agree- 
ment. 


Please,  Metro 

Indianapolis — The  Indiana     Photoplay 

Indorsers    is    seeking  to    persuade    Metro 

to    produce    one    of  the    Hardy    pix    in 
Indiana. 


Or 


Si 


intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Divorcement  Amendment  to  Neely' s  Bill  in  Prospect 

MPTOABOARD  TACKLES  JR0AD INDUSTRYPROGRAM 

Concerted  Move  for  Single  Features  in  Detroit  Area 


/Associated     Theaters     Takes 

Initiative;  Other  Circuits 

to  Follow 

Detroit  —  A  concerted  move  for 
:  single  bills,  with  slightly  reduced 
admission  prices  in  some  cases,  is 
under  way  among  leading  local  ex- 
hibitors. 

Taking  the  initiative,  Alex  Schrei- 
bei%  head  of  Associated  Theaters, 
announces  the  policy  for  its  four  cir- 
cuit houses  in  Wyandotta  and  Tren- 
ton, southern  suburbs.  It  presum- 
ably will  be  extended  as  rapidly  as 
exhibitors  in  a  given  competitive 
zone  will  agree  to  the  idea. 

Sehreiber  said,   "It   is   a   crime   to 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


GRIERSON  APPOINTED 
CANADA'S  FILM  GOM'R 


Montreal  —  John  Grierson,  for 
1  many  years  with  the  British  Gov- 
;  ernment  as  expert  on  government 
1  film  relations,  and  a  member  of  the 
1  British  Cinematograph  Film  Council, 
1  has  been  appointed  to  act  as  Can- 
adian Government  Film  Commission- 
er. Grierson,  who  has  frequently 
'  visited    Canada,   made    a    survey    of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Pittsburgh  Convention 

Calls  Allied's  Chiefs 


Pittsburgh — The  19th  annual  con- 
vention of  the  MPTO  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  (Allied  unit)  opens 
here  this  morning  at  the  Roosevelt 
Hotel  for   a  two-day   session.      Col. 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Ont.  Exhibs.  to  Battle 

War-time  Amusement  Tax 

Toronto — Reports  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  seek  to  restore  the 
amusement  tax  at  the  next  session 
of  the  Ontario  legislature  were  met 
at  the  week-end  by  the  announce- 
ment of  determined  exhibitor  oppo- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Out  of  Gov't  Suit 

=      By  L.  H.  MITCHELL      = 


DOMESTIC 

GOV'T  SUITS:  RKO  and  Uni- 
versal were  dropped  as  defendants  in 
the  Government's  contempt  action 
against  B  &  K  and  majors  in  Chi- 
cago .  .  .  Coast  contempt  action 
against  Fox  West  Coast  and  majors 
was  continued  to  Nov.  13  .  .  .  Paul 
Williams  denied  D  of  J  was  side- 
tracking the  N.  Y.  Equity  suit.  Also 
it  was  stated  that  no  outside  legal 
help  would  be  called  upon  in  prose- 
cuting the  case  .  .  .  Two  defendants 
— Warner  Bros,  and  Universal- — have 
been  dropped  from  the  Quemos  anti- 
trust suit. 

*         *         # 

TRADE  PRACTICE:  A  new 
course  of  action  on  trade  reforms 
by  the  MPTOA  board  at  White  Sul- 

( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Terms,  %  Figures  Asked 

in  Florida  Trust  Action 


Miami,  Fla. — Terms  and  percent- 
age basis  under  which  feature  films 
have  been  exhibited  in  the  Miami 
area  by  some  27  theaters  is  sought 
in  a  questionnaire  filed  in  Federal 
Court  by  Washington  Operating  Co., 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Legislation,    Taxes,    Labor    and    Public    Relations, 

Unfair  Competition,  Trade  Practices  and 

War  Problems  Before  Directors 

By  AL  STEEN  FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — Practically  every  phase  of 
exhibition  and  distribution  will  be  on  the  agenda  for  discussion 
when  the  MPTOA  board  of  directors  opens  its  round  table  dis- 
cussions at  the  Greenbrier  Hotel  here  today.   The  meetings  will 

continue    through    tomorrow* 

Topics  for  consideration  include 
organization  matters,  legislation  and 
taxes,  labor  relations,  public  rela- 
tions, unfair  competition,  trade  prac- 
tices, music  tax,  war  problems,  im- 
proved theater  operation  and  miscel- 
laneous exhibitor  problems. 
Organization  Matters 
It  is  understood  that  steps  will  be 
taken  to  increase  the  active  member  - 

(Continucd  on  Page  6) 


COUNTER  PROPOSALS 
BEFORE  BRIT.  GOV'T? 


London  (By  Cable) — Counter  pro- 
posals, seeking  at  least  a  satisfac- 
tory compromise  of  the  current  fric- 
tion which  has  arisen  between  U.  S. 
film  interests  and  the  British  Gov- 
ernment as  a  result  of  the  latter's 
reported  plan  to  "freeze"  some  80 
per    cent    of    revenue    derived    from 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


u. 


S.-Paraguay  Trade  Pact 
to  Embrace  Pix  Provisions 


COHEN  CALLS  ALLIED 
PARLEY  FOR  SYRACUSE 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Another  long  for- 
ward stride  toward  the  objective  of 
effectuating  trade  pacts  with  all 
the  Pan-American  nations  was  taken 
on  the  week-end  when  the  State  De- 
partment disclosed  negotiations  are 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Max  A.  Cohen,  New  York  Allied 
president,  has  called  a  meeting  of 
all  units  in  the  state  for  Nov.  1  in 
Syracuse. 

In  an  announcement  on  Friday, 
Cohen  declared  that  national  Allied 
officers  appeared  to  be  more  tolerant 
on  trade  practice  reforms,  for  which 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Divorcement,  Local  Buying  Sections 
Loom  as  Neely  Measure  Amendments 


September  Admission  Tax 
Collections  Show  Big  Gain 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington- — Substantial  increase 
in  admissions  tax  collections  for  Sep- 
tember, 1939,  over  the  same  month 
of  1938,  and  also  over  the  previous 
month  of  August,  1939,  was  reported 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Divorcement  bill  of 
Rep.  Lyle  H.  Boren  (D.  Okla.),  long 
impending,  has  been  abandoned  in 
favor  of  submitting  the  same  prin- 
ciples in  the  form  of  amendments 
to  the  Neely  bill  in  committee,  it  was 
revealed  at  the  week-end. 

Strategy  of  Neely  bill  proponents 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Picture  Pioneers  Admit  35; 
Total  Membership  Now  156 

With  the  addition  of  35  new  mem- 
bers admitted  into  Picture  Pioneers 
at  its  meeting  last  night  at  Colbert's, 
12  East  47th  St.,  the  organization 
now  has  an  enrollment  of  156.  It  was 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Court  Urges  Defendants 

To  Settle  Landis  Action 


Philadelphia — Federal  Judge  Wil- 
liam H.  Kirkpatrick  Friday  advised 
the  defendants  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
filed  by  the  Landis,  Vineland,  N.  J., 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
\V.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY— Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Depto.  19,  5 A,  Dr.  Lucio  No.  102,  Mexico, 
I)     F.       BUENOS    AIRES— Chas    de    Cruz. 


Ileraldo  Del  Cinematografista,  Corrientes  1309. 

■ft                                                                    M 
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{QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 11 1/2     10%     11  Vi  +     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%)    7%       7i/g       7i/g  —     Vb 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 1  l/g       li/g       1l/8  —     i/8 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd 

East.    Kodak    160</s  160       160y8   +     l/g 

do    pfd 

Cen.     Th.     Eq 12i/2     12         12       —     Vi 

Loew's,    Inc 33 Vi    33         33       —     i/4 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7%       7l/2       75/g   +     '/8 

Paramount     1st    pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd.       9  8?/g       9       +     % 

Pathe    Film     11%     10%     1034   +      l/g 

RKO    1  Vi      1  Vi      1  Vi  —    Vs 

20th     Century-Fox      .    13%     13%     13%  —     Vg 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    23%     23%     23%   +     % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 4%       4  4         

do    pfd 43         43         43         

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.100Vi   'OOVi  lOOVi      

Loew's   deb.   3'/2s46   .   993/4     99 Vi     99 Vi      

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47     

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  79%     79 Vi     79 Vi  —  2Vi 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1%       1%       1%     

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor    11%     11%     11%   +     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film     7     pfd lOOVi      

Met.    Playhouse,    Inc.    2nd    deb.    '45.   63         66 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st   '57 60         62 
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STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 
Conveniently  Catalogued 

719  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

H  The  Broadway  Parade  ® 

Picture   and   Distributor  Theater 

Goodbye,    Mr.    Chips    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — 24th    week Astor 

U-Boat  29   (Columbia   Pictures) — 3rd  week Globe 

What    a     Life     (Paramount     Pictures) — 2nd     week Paramount 

Hollywood    Cavalcade    (20th    Century-Fox) — 2nd    week Roxy 

Jamaica     Inn      (Paramount     Pictures-Mayflower) — 2nd     week Rivoli 

Babes    in    Arms    ( Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Capitol 

Mr.    Smith   Goes    to   Washington    (Columbia    Pictures) Music    Hall 

On   Your  Toes    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

Those    High    Gray   Walls    (Columbia    Pictures) Criterion 

The    Witness    Vanishes    (Universal    Pictures) Rialto 

Espionage     (Warner    Bros.     Pictures)      (a-b) Palace 

The    Under-Pup    (Universal    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Of   Human   Bondage    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)    (d) Little   Carnegie 

Law    of    the    Pampas     (Paiamount    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Ireland's   Border   Land    (Dublin   Film   Corp.) — 3rd   week Belmont 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

The    End   of   a    Day    (Juno    Films) — 7th    week Filmarte 

Harvest     (French     Cinema     Center) — 4th     week World 

Rasputin    (Concord    Films) — 2nd    week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

Port   of   Shadows    (Le   Quai    des    Brumes)     (Film    Alliance)     (a) Central 

Merele     Ef  rose     I  Rebush )      Cameo 

Ho    Perduto    Mio    Marita     (Italian    film) Cinecitta 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Disputed    Passage    (Paramount   Pictures) — Oct.    25 Paramount 

20,000   Men   a    Year    (20th   Century-Fox)— Oct.    27 Roxy 

The   Flying   Deuces    (RKO    Radio    Pictures) — Oct.    28 Rialto 

Calling   All    Marines    (Republic    Pictures) — Oct.    28 Criterion 

Dancing     Co-Ed     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer! — Nov.     2 Capitol 

The    Roaring    Twenties    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Nov.    10 Strand 

Ninotchka     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)      (c) Music     Hall 

First     Love     (Universal     Pictures)      (c) Rivoli 

Dust  Be    My   Destiny    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Oct.   26    (a-b) Palace 

Pack    Up    Your   Troubles    (20th    Century-Fox) — Oct.    26    (a) Palace 

(a)    Dual     bill,      (b)    Subsequent     run.      (c)    Follows     Current     bill.      Id)    Revival. 


Columbia  Board  Votes 

to  Pay  Half  Dividend 

Columbia's  board,  meeting  late 
last  week,  declared  a  dividend  of 
34%  cents  per  share  on  account 
of  the  regular  quarterly  dividend  of 
68%  cents  due  on  the  $2.75  con- 
vertible preferred  stock.  Dividend 
is  payable  on  Nov.  15  to  stockhold- 
ers of  record  at  the  close  of  business 
on   Nov.   1. 

The  decision  to  pay  only  one-half 
of  the  regular  Preferred  dividend  at 
this  time  is  due  largely  to  the  dis- 
turbed  European  conditions. 


Chi.  Operators  Union 

Sets  Scale  for  Schools 


Chicago  —  Local  110,  operators, 
has  advised  principals  of  all  public 
schools  that  the  following  scale  will 
prevail  for  projectionists  engaged 
for  film  shows  at  which  admission  is 
charged:  For  any  three  consecutive 
hours,  minimum  charge,  $7.50;  two 
shows  between  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m., 
$10;  two  shows,  one  in  a.m.  and  one 
in  p.m.,  $12.50. 


Zukor  Due  in  Mexico  City 
Nov.  26-27;  Cuba  Follows 

Adolph  Zukor  will  continue  his 
good  will  tour  next  month.  He  is 
due  in  Mexico  City  Nov.  26-27,  af- 
ter which  he  is  slated  to  go  to  Cuba 
and  then  return  to  New  York.  The 
Paramount  board  chairman  is  now 
in  Hollywood. 


234  Simultaneous  Dates 

for  "Roaring  Twenties" 

Warners  "The  Roaring  Twenties," 
will  have  234  simultaneous  openings 
this  week,  one  of  the  largest  day  and 
date  coverages  ever  amassed  for  a 
Warner  film.  The  picture  goes  into 
national  release  on  Saturday. 


COfllMG  ADD  GOIflG 


HERMAN  WOBBER,  general  manager  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th-Fox,  left  the  home  office 
over  the  week-end  for  a  month's  tour  of  the 
company's  branches  in  connection  with  the 
Kent    Drive. 

S.  CHARLES  EINFELD,  Warner  vice-prexy  and 
ad.  and  pub.  chieftain,  arrives  in  town  today 
from   the  Coast. 

JULES    LEVY    left    yesterday    for"       Coast. 

negi 

AL  DEANE,  Paramount  foreign  ^.- aftity  head, 
left  over  the  week-end  for  his  first  vacation 
in    eight    years. 

GERALDINE  FITZGERALD,  her  husband,  LIND- 
SAY HOGG;  VIRGINIA  WELLES,  ALBERT  PARK- 
ER, JOHN  WILSON  and  PHYLLIS  BOTTOME 
arrived   yesterday   on    the    Manhattan. 

NATE  COLDEN  returned  to  Washington  Fri- 
day. 

H.  M.  RICHEY,  director  of  exhibitor  rela- 
tions  for   RKO,    is   in   Pittsburgh. 

FRANK  CAPRA  and  MRS.  CAPRA  are  at  the 
Waldorf. 

RUSSSELL  BIRDWELL  is  at  the  Sherry  Nether- 
land. 

BURGESS     MEREDITH     has     returned     to     New 
York    after    completing    his    role    in    "Of    Mice 
jj    Men"    for    Hal    Roach. 

IRVINC   BERLIN    is   here   from   the  Coast. 

FRANKLYN  WARNER  has  returned  to  the 
Coast. 

ROBERT  FOULK,  former  assistant  to  Ceorge 
Abbott,  returns  to  New  York  today  after  work- 
ing on  the  Coast  for  some  time. 

GEORGE  COULOURIS  has  left  for  Holly- 
wood  to   take  a   role   in  a   new   RKO  production. 

JOHN  PAYNE  leaves  the  Coast  this  week  for 
a  month's  vacation  in  New  York  and  Sun 
Valley. 

JULIO  M.  AMEDIO,  general  manager  of  20th- 
Fox  in  Caracas,  Venezuela,  sailed  Friday  for 
that   city   on   the   Grace   Liner  Santa   Rosa. 


Dramatists  Guild  Votes 

on  Pix  Agreement  Nov.  6 

Members  of  the  Dramatists  Guild 
will  vote  on  the  proposed  new  pact 
covering  financing  of  plays  by  film 
companies  at  a  meeting  Nov.  6. 
Guild's  annual  election  takes  place 
the  following  day,  with  Elmer  Rice 
slated  to  succeed  Robert  E.  Sher- 
wood as  prexy. 


O.  C.  State  Drops  Duals 

to  Single  "Mr.  Smith" 

Okahoma  City  —  State  Theater 
abandoned  its  policy  of  two  changes 
a  week  on  double  bills  to  single  bill 
Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington"  which,  opening  last 
Friday,  is  expected  to  hold  a  three 
cr  four-week  run  at  the  State. 


WB  Still  After  Rights 

to  "Philadelphia  Story" 

Warners  is  continuing  to  nego- 
tiate for  film  rights  to  "The  Phila- 
delphia Story,"  it  was  reported  at 
the  week-end.  Deal  would  call  for 
Katharine  Hepburn  to  appear  in  the 
pix.  It  is  said  price  set  is  $250,000, 
which  would  include  star's  salary. 


Levy  Off  for  Coast 

Jules  Levy,  former  RKO  sales 
head,  left  yesterday  for  the  Coast. 
While  not  revealing  his  immediate 
plans,  it  is  believed  by  some  that  he 
will  explore  the  possibilities  of  en- 
tering the  production  field. 


57   "Cavalcade"   Holdovers 

Holdovers  on  "Hollywood  Caval- 
cade," new  20th-Fox  special  in  Tech- 
nicolor, reached  a  total  of  57  at  the 
week-end,  it  was  reported. 


Frank  Oliver  Rites  Held 

Schenectady — Frank  Oliver,  vet- 
eran Station  WGY  radio  actor  and 
one-time  English  film  star  featured 
in  character  roles,  was  buried  in 
Woestina   Cemetery. 


Einfeld  Here  for  Meets 

Charles  Einfeld,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Warners, 
arrives  this  morning  on  the  Twen- 
tieth Century  Limited  from  Holly- 
wood for  conferences  with  Jack  L. 
Warner,  Major  Albert  Warner,  Grad 
Sears  and  Mort  Blumenstock. 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  T, 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

with  MILTON  BERLE 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Bilfmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.    Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


6, 


FIGHTING  JIM  SMITH 
AND  WILDCAT  JANIE 

. . .  IN  RKO  RADIO'S 
GIANT  OF  ALL 
ACTION  SHOWS! . . 


Romance  AmnE-iN  thi 

DANGER  DAYS  WHEN 
PITTSBURGH  WAS  FORT  PITT! 

Thundering  down  the  pages  of  glory  roars 
this  mighty  story  of  a  mighty  man  and  the 
dauntless  girl  of  his  fiery  heart/. ..Romance 
winging  high  on  a  wave  of  conflict  along 
America's  first  frontiers!  . . .  Big  in  theme! 
. . .  Big  in  scope! . . .  Big  in  spectacle . . .  and 
biggest  of  all  in  the  crowd-pulling  thrill 
that  sings  through  every  stirring  scene! 


CLAIRE  TREVOR  •  JOHN  WAYNE 

with 

GEORGE  SANDERS  •  BRIAN  DONLEVY  •  WILFRID  LAWSONj 

ROBERT  BARRAT  •  JOHN  F.  HAMILTON  •  MORONI  OLSEN  •  EDDIE  QUILLANj 

Produced  by  P.  J.  Wolf  son  •  Directed  by  William  A.  Seiter 
PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  in  Charge  of  Production 

Screen  Play  by  P.  J.  Wolfson 

LITHO   US/ 
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SINGLE  FEATURE 
MOVE  IN  DEL  AREA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

play  some  of  the  big  pictures  now 
coming  through  on  double  bills.  I'd 
like  to  see  singles  come  in  at  least 
for  week-ends,  with  double  bills 
during  the  middle  of  the  week,  using 
the  weaker  pictures  producers  have 
already  /6,  ited  to  make. 

"We  a better  off  not  to  buy  so 

much  procluct,  as,  with  single  bills 
in  these  houses,  we  wen't  need  so 
many  pictures.  It  is  impossible  to 
make  money  with  double  bills  and 
present  film  rentals.  During  the 
week,  we  pay  as  high  as  60  to  90 
per  cent  of  gross  in  rentals." 

The  Krim  Brothers,  and  one  other- 
circuit  organization,  kept  confiden- 
tial for  the  time  being,  strongly  sup- 
port the  Associated  move,  and  it  is 
understood  that  other  leading  thea- 
ter operators  will  probably  follow 
suit  within  a  few  weeks.  The  new 
move  goes  into  effect  with  the  new 
season's  product,  in  order  to  allow 
present  film  commitments  to  be  ab- 
sorbed under  the  existing  double 
bills. 


Cohn  Chosen  Chief  Barker 
of  Omaha  Variety  Club 

Omaha — Morris  Cohn,  owner  of 
the  Strand  Theater  at  Council  Bluffs, 
la.  (just  across  the  river  from  Oma- 
ha), heads  Omaha  Variety  Club  for 
next  year.  Eddie  Shafton,  attorney, 
was  elected  to  start  his  sixth  term 
as  secretary. 

Evert  R.  Cummings,  Tri-States 
manager,  was  named  first  assistant 
chief  barker;  Sam  Epstein,  Epstein 
Theaters,  second  assistant;  Meyer 
Stern,  Capitol,  treasurer.  Harry  J. 
Shumow,  Metro  manager,  is  the  re- 
tiring chief  barker. 

The  club's  board,  including  the 
officers,  consists  of  W.  M.  Green, 
Fepco;  A.  Mendenhall,  Paramount; 
Eugene  Blazer,  attorney;  John  Gil- 
lin,  Radio  Station  WOW;  Don  Mc- 
. Lucas,  United  Artists,  and  Shumow. 

\\     SWG  Prexy  Nominations 

"West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— Mary  C.  McCall,  Jr., 
and  Sheridan  Gibney  have  been  nom- 
inated for  the  presidency  of  the 
Screen  Writers'  Guild.  Charles 
Brackett  has  declined  to  stand  for 
renomination. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM     DAILY 

to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   23 

Sally  O'Neil  Harry  Cohn 

Fred  Datig  Sam  E.  Morris 

Harry  Scott 


▼  T  T 

•  •  •  THAT  merit  hath  its  reward  was  demonstrated  here  on  Fri- 
day to  Sol  Wurtzel executive  producer  at  the  20th-Fox  studios 

when  President  Sidney  R.  Kent  tendered  him  a  luncheon  at  the  institu- 
tional   Union    League    Club This    breaking    of    bread,    as    it    were, 

symbolized  the  Good  Words  of  Wurtzel and  you  could  have  shot 

the  proverbial  cannon  into  the  local  lair  of  20th-Fox  at  the  noontide 

without  hitting   a  top   exec,   or  company   lieutenant for  they   were 

all  at  the  festive  board  far  away  on  lower  Park  Ave W.  C.  Michel. 

Herman  Wobber.  Truman  Talley,  Spyros  Skouras,  Charles  E.  McCarthy, 
Sidney  Towell,  William  Kupper,  William  Sussman,  William  Gehring, 
Joseph  Moskowitz,  William  Eadie,  Alan  Freedman,  Felix  Jenkins.  E.  P. 
Kilroe,  Joseph  Pincus,  Les  Whelan,  Roger  Ferri,  Irving  Maas  and  Franklin 
Underwood 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IT  may  appear  strange  on  the  surface to  refer  to 

films  as  having  "reader  interest" but  that  they  create  interest 

in  reading  is  a  very  definite  fact Hark  to  the  highlights  of 

the  tale  told  by  Miss  Gretchen  J.  Garrison who  is  in  charge 

of  public  relations for  the  New  York  Public  Library 

According  to  her  testimony following  an  intensive  survey  of 

the  Library's  29  branches  and  sub-branches Samuel  Goldwyn 

sure  did  right  by  Emily  Bronte in  the  matter  of  giving  im- 
petus to  that  lady's  renown and,  by  like  token,  sure  put  the 

New  York  Public  Library  to  an  expense for  when  the  Gold- 
wyn  opus,   "Wuthering   Heights,"   swung   onto    the    metropolitan 

scene    and    screens the    Library    had    to    buy    94    additional 

copies   of    the    book in    order    to    supply    the    demand 

Before  the  purchase  of  the  94  additional  copies there  were 

149  copies  on  the  shelves So  today  there  are  243  copies  for 

and  on  loan 


Pittsburgh  Convention  MP  Specialties  Acquire 

Calls  Allied's  Chiefs  lKeen-o-Kwizz"  Rights 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

H.  A.  Cole,  national  president;  Ab- 
ram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel;  Sid- 
ney Samuelson,  a  director,  and  H. 
M.  Richey,  former  Allied  leader  and 
now  RKO's  director  of  exhibitor  re- 
lations, are  scheduled  to  address 
the  delegates  during  the  meetings. 

Nominations  and  election  of  of- 
ficers will  be  a  feature  of  tomor- 
row's session. 

National  leaders  are  expected  to 
give  new  slants  on  current  issues 
and  problems.  Action  on  grievances 
is  promised  by  convention  officials. 

Two  Paramount  pictures,  "Dis- 
puted Passage"  and  "Seventeen," 
will  be  screened  for  delegates  to- 
night. Convention  winds  up  with 
banquet   and  dance. 


Motion  Picture  Specialties,  Inc., 
has  acquired  national  distribution 
for  "Keen-o-Kwizz,"  a  series  of  mo- 
tion pictures  applying  the  radio 
quiz  principle  to  the  screen.  Lester 
S.  Tobias,  well  known  premium  dis- 
tributor, is  in  charge  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  franchise  rights,  acting  as 
general  sales  manager  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Declax'ed  to  be  free  from  lottery, 
each  film  contains  a  series  of  10 
cai'efully  worked  out  questions  to 
be  answered  by  patrons  on  a  pat- 
ented card,  and  award  being  pre- 
sented to  those  whose  answers  are 
correct. 


Ont.  Exhibs.  to  Battle 

War-Time  Amusement  Tax 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

sition,  even  if  the  proposal  is   pre- 
sented as  a  war-time  measure. 

Col.  John  A.  Cooper,  president 
of  the  MPDEC,  pointed  out  that  the 
industry  has  always  contended  an 
amusement  tax  was  discriminatory. 


Warners  Concentrating  on 
Featurets,  Shorts,  "A"  Pix 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Taking  advantage  of 
the  temporary  suspension  of  activ- 
ity by  its  "B"  pix  department,  War- 
ner Bros,  is  planning  to  concentrate 
on  its  program  of  featurets  and 
short  subjects  during  this  period,  in 
addition  to  its  "A"  program. 

Seven  writers  have  been  assigned 
to  make  preparation  of  the  scripts 
under  the  supervision  of  Gordon  Hol- 
lingshead. 


DIVORCE'  AMENDMENT 
TO  THE  NEELY  BILL? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

now,  Boren  revealed,  is  to  offer  the 
divorcement  and  local  buying  ideas 
as  amendments  when  the  House  In- 
terstate and  Foreign  Commerce  Com- 
mittee holds  hearings  on  the  meas- 
ure. 

Asked  if  he  believed  the  commit- 
tee would  find  time  to  conduct  hear- 
ings, Boren  declared  a  gigantic  cam- 
paign of  "back-home  pressure"  is 
in  the  offing  to  influence  reluctant 
representatives.  "There's  going  to 
be  a  lot  heard  about  the  Neely  bill 
between  now  and  Jan.  1,"  Boren 
said.  He  calls  the  pressure  cam- 
paign  "a  program   of   education." 

This  development  follows  a  bitter 
tirade  in  the  appendix  of  the  Con- 
gressional Record,  inserted  by  Boren 
in  which  he  calls  the  industry  every- 
thing from  "Public  Enemy  No.  1" 
to  charging  the  industry  with  at- 
tempting to  "corrupt  the  churches, 
schools  and  the  nation's  public  ser- 
vants." 

The  amendments  are  designed  to 
"put  more  guts  and  teeth"  in  Neely 
bill,  Boren  asserts. 

The  local  buying  amendment  will 
stop  large  chains  from  alleged 
monopolization,  the  Oklahoma  legis- 
lator   declares. 


Max  A.  Cohen  Calls  Allied 
Parley  for  Syracuse  Nov.  1 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

New      York      Allied      congratulates 
them. 

"It  must  be  apparent  to  every 
clear-thinking  independent  exhibi- 
tor," Cohen  said,  "that  distributor 
and  exhibitor  are  'married'  and  there 
can  be  no  'divorce'."  "With  a  tol- 
erant approach  by  both  sides  to  the 
evils  and  abuses  of  the  industry, 
much  can  be  accomplished  toward  a 
more  peaceable  future." 


U.  S.  Counter  Proposals 
Before  British  Government? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

U.  K.  exhibition  of  American  pix, 
are  understood  to  have  been  made 
here  through  the  instrumentality  of 
U.  S.  Ambassador  Joseph  P.  Ken- 
nedy. 

Exact  terms  of  the  counter  pro- 
posals have  not  been  disclosed,  but 
they  call  for  a  radical  reduction  of 
the  80  per  cent  figure,  which  in  U. 
S.  currency  is  equivalent,  on  the 
basis  of  past  and  present  indices, 
to    approximately    $24,000,000. 

The  British  reply  is  expected  dur- 
ing the  week. 


Alibi 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Ownership  of  a  new 
car  is  embarrassing,  not  to  one,  but 
to  two  exhibitors  here.  Bob  Livingston, 
Capitol  exhib.,  bought  a  new  Buick,  so 
parks  it  in  front  of  George  O.  Monroe's 
Colonial. 

So  he  can  cop  a  plea  that  business 
is  bad,  and  if  anybody's  film  rental  is 
raised  it'll  be  Monroe's. 
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Monday,  October  23,  1939 


MPTOA  BOARD  TACKLES 

BROAD  PIX  PROGRAM 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

U.  S.  Drops  RKO,  "U"  as  Contempt  Defendants 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

ship  of  the  MPTOA  and  to  streng- 
then the  individual  units  and  the 
national  organization.  Ways  and 
means  of  establishing  further  effec- 
tive co-operation  between  state  as- 
sociations on  matters  of  national  in- 
terest also  is  expected  to  be  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  discussions. 

Legislation  and  Taxes 

With  a  drive  for  tax  revision  loom- 
ing in  the  next  regular  session  of 
Congress,  the  MPTOA  directors  will 
be  called  upon  to  give  considerable 
attention  to  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  admission  taxes  are  likely  to 
be  increased.  In  regard  to  state 
taxes,  some  steps  may  be  taken  to 
arouse  picture  fans  against  discrimi- 
natory taxation. 

Effects  of  the  Neely  Bill  on  distri-  j 
bution  if  the  measure  should  pass, 
legislative  restrictions  on  Sunday 
shows  and  a  study  of  campaigns 
successfully  put  over  in  other  states 
will  be  among  the  matters  to  come 
under  this  category. 

Labor    Relations 

All  phases  of  the  labor  situation, 
including  application  of  the  Wagner 
Act,  NLRB,  state  laws  regarding 
two  men  in  the  booth  and  what  help 
the  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Labor  can  give  in 
conciliating  labor  disputes. 

Public  Relations 

A  move  to  combat  adverse  pub- 
licity against  the  industry  may  be 
launched,  but  in  any  event,  it  is 
likely  that  the  matter  will  be  dis- 
cussed, as  well  as  the  curbing  of 
Hollywood  gossip  columns,  propa- 
ganda pictures,  newspaper  publicity 
on  law  suits  and  kindred  subjects. 

Non-theatrical,  radio  and  tele- 
vision competition  will  be  given  some 
attenion. 

Trade  Practices 

The  subject  of  trade  practices  un- 
questionably will  be  a  vital  issue. 
It  is  expected  that  William  F.  Rod- 
gers,  M-G-M  general  sales  manager, 
will  address  the  directors  and,  per- 
haps, make  some  proposal  for  re- 
viving code  negotiations.  Individual 
company  concessions,  cancellations, 
clearance  and  arbitration  are  due  for 
a  thorough  study. 

It  is  expected  that  the  board  will 
decide  whether  plans  should  be  laid 
for  solving  trade  practice  problems 
or  wait  until  the  legal  situation  is 
clarified. 

Ascap  and  the  music  tax  will  be 
given  due  consideration,  while  econ- 
omy measures  resulting  from  the 
war  also  will  be  aired.  Exploita- 
tion, advertising,  censorship  and  gen- 
eral theater  operation  are  expected 
to  be  on  the  docket. 

While  the  board  hopes  to  reach 
all  these  topics  in  its  discussions, 
time  element  may  prevent  full  or 
partial  consideration  of  the  many 
issues. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


phur  Springs  this  week  was  en- 
visaged by  Prexy  Ed  Kuykendall  .  .  . 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  national  Allied 
prexy,  expressed  himself  doubtful 
of    a    uniform     arbitration    system 

emerging. 

*  *  * 

EXHIB.  ASS'NS:  ITO  of  Arkan- 
sas expressed  unanimous  opposition 
to  the  Neely  Bill,  (as  did  the  Neb. 
Women's  Club  Federation  after  lis- 
tening to  C.  C.  Pettijohn's  slashing 
attack  on  the  bill)  .  .  .  Philly  Allied 
concluded  that  its  members  should 
make  every  effort  to  eliminate  the 
"causes  of  dualling"  .  .  .  N.  Y.  Allied 
indie  groups  meeting  in  Syracuse  de- 
cided Max  A.  Cohen,  prexy,  had  ex- 
ceeded his  authority,  and  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  Allied  prexy,  who  attended  the 
meeting,  stated  that  the  N.  Y.  unit 
must  drop  Cohen. 

ON  VARIOUS  FRONTS:  Mayor 
LaGuardia,  addressing  the  SMPE 
convention,  put  in  a  plug  for  pro- 
duction in  the  East.  SMPE  awarded 
the  Journal  Medal  to  Dr.  Herbert 
T.  Kalmus,  Technicolor  prexy,  and 
its  Progress  Medal  to  Dr.  Lloyd  A. 
Jones  of  Eastman  Kodak  .  .  .  RKO 
reported    a    26-weeks'    reduction    in 


loss  of  868,070  .  .  .  Roxy  Theater  re- 
ported a  39-week  net  profit  of  $55,- 
470  .  .  .  Vaudeville  increase  was 
placed  at  60  per  cent  .  .  .  Erich  Pom- 
mer  and  Charles  Laughton  are  reor- 
ganizing Mayflower  Productions  and 
will  produce  in  Hollywood  .  .  .  Local 
306,  operators'  union,  filed  suit 
against  four  N.  Y.  C.  circuits  for 
restoration  of  a  10  per  cent  wage 
cut  ...  As  the  week  closed  it  ap- 
peared that  jurisdiction  over  tele- 
vision players  would  be  split  three 
ways  among  Equity,  SAG  and 
AFRA.  Ross  Federal  prexy  reported 
business  optimism  rising  rapidly. 


GRIERSON  APPOINTED 
CANADA'S  FILM  COMR 


FOREIGN 

ENGLAND:  Oliver  Stanley  pro- 
posed to  couple  slash  of  imports  of 
U.  S.  pix  from  500  to  125  with  Quota 
suspension    .   .    .   Para,  reported   its 

two  weeks'  English  biz  as  normal. 
*         *         * 

SOUTH  AMERICA:  United  Art- 
ists was  stated  to  be  entering  ex- 
hibition in  Brazil  through  acquisi- 
tion of  three  theaters  in  Sao  Paulo 
.  .  .  Film  attorneys  presented  in 
Washington  a  concrete  program  for 
export  of  U.  S.  pix  to  Argentina  at 
a  session  on  proposed  trade  treaty. 


September  Admission  Tax 
Collections  Show  Big  Gain 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Friday  by  the  Bureau  of  Internal 
Revenue.  The  upturn  also  prevailed 
in  the  Broadway  area  collections. 

September,  1939,  collections 
amounted  to  $1,852,256.14,  compared 
to  $1,668,827.04  for  September,  1938, 
for  an  increase  of  $183,429.10.  The 
September  collections  are  $338,788.02 
more  than  the  August  collections  of 
$1,513,468.12. 

Broadway  area  figure  for  Sep- 
tember, 1939,  reported  at  $545,092.44, 
compared  to  $377,360.59  for  the 
same  month  of  last  year,  represent- 
ing an  increase  of  $167,731.85,  Sep- 
tember collection  is  also  $208,901.17 
more  than  the  August  Broadway  fig- 
ure of  $336,191.27. 


U.  S.-Paraguay  Trade  Pact 
to  Embrace  Pix  Provisions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

being  initiated  for  a  commercial 
treaty  with  Uruguay. 

Announcement  means  that  four 
such  pacts  are  now  in  work  simul- 
taneously; others  are  with  Argen- 
tina, Chile  and  Venezuela.  Addi- 
tionally, a  supplementary  pact  is 
being  worked  out  with  Cuba.  Film 
commerce  is  a  portion  of  each  exist- 
ing and  proposed  pact. 

Ten  trade  pacts  are  now  in  force 
between  the  U.  S.  and  her  Latin- 
American  neighbors,  the  list  com- 
prising Cuba,  Haiti,  Brazil,  Hon- 
duras, Colombia,  Guatemala,  El  Sal- 
vador,  Costa   Rica   and   Ecuador. 


Picture  Pioneers  Admit  35; 
Total  Membership  Now  156 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

started  last  June  1  by  five  men  who 
believed  that  not  more  than  30  men 
in  this  area  were  qualified  for  mem- 
bership by  having  been  in  the  film 
business  for  25  years. 

Cocktails  at  seven  was  followed 
by  dinner,  after  which  there  was  a 
"floor  show,"  participated  in  by  mem- 
bers of  the  organization  and  by  the 
magician,  John  Scrani,  who  had  the 
crowd  "on  its  ear"  all  the  time. 

Jack  Cohn,  House  Master,  early 
in  the  proceedings  told  the  members 
that  shortly  before  his  death  Carl 
Laemmle  had  applied  for  member- 
ship. The  135  present  stood  up  in  a 
silent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
man  who  created  Universal  Pictures. 
Cohn  then  reminded  his  hearers 
that  pictures  were  now  50  years  old 
and  introduced  Francis  Doublier,  in 
point  of  service  the  oldest  Picture 
Pioneer,  who  started  his  film  service 
in  1900. 

Doublier  displayed  the  camera — a 
box-like  affair  8  by  12  inches — which 
he  used  in  making  commercial  pic- 
tures in  1904.  He  hailed  Louis 
Lumiere  as  the  father  of  motion 
pictures  and  also  paid  tribute  to 
Thomas  A.  Edison  and  the  Eastman 
Co. 

New  members  admitted  last  night 
were:  Lawrence  Beatus,  Max  Cohen, 
William  A.  Downs,  Leo  M.  Devaney, 
Francis  Doublier,  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons, 
Ray  Gallagher,  Jack  Goetz,  Charles 
J.  Gribbon,  William  Hedwig,  Joseph 
J.  Lee,  David  A.  Levy,  G.  B.  Odium, 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Canadian    government    film    activi-  § 
ties    last   year    and   advised   on   the 
drafting  of  the  National  Film  Act. 

Appointment  of  Grierson,  a  native 
of  Cambusbarron  near  Stirling,  Scot- 
land, was  announced  at  the.<week-end 
by  Trade  Minister  W<heg\  Euler. 
chairman  of  the  NationaK  ajmi  Board 
set  up  under  the  act.  Purpose  of  the 
act  is  the  correlation  of  the  activi- 
ties of  the  various  departments  of 
government  in  film  making  and  dis- 
tribution. 

In  the  past  each  department  in 
the  making  of  films  has  operated  in 
the  furtherance  of  a  particular  aim 
in  which  it  was  interested,  Grier- 
son's  duties  of  putting  the  act  into 
force  are  expected  to  take  about 
four  or  five  months. 

Grierson,  who  directed  the  making 
of  many  documentary  films  for  the 
British  Government,  will  have  wide 
advisory  powers  in  relation  to  the 
production  and  distribution  of  gov- 
ernment films. 

Personnel  of  the  Film  Board,  in 
addition  to  Chairman  Euler,  in- 
cludes: Resources  Minister  Crerar; 
J.  G.  Parmlee,  deputy  minister  of 
trade  and  commerce;  R.  S.  Hamer. 
general  executive  assistant,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture;  Col.  V.  I. 
Smart,  deputy  transport  minister; 
Prof.  Walter  Murray,  former  presi- 
dent of  the  University  of  Saskat- 
chewan; Edmond  Turcotte,  Montreal, 
former  editor-in-chief  of  Le  Canada; 
and  C.  G.  Cowan,  Ottawa. 


Terms,  %  Figures  Asked 

in  Florida  Trust  Action 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plaintiff,  in  an  anti-trust  suit  charg- 
ing a  monopoly  in  this  area  by  Para- 
mount Enterprises,  Wometco  and  the 
majors.  The  Washington  company 
asks  the  defendants  to  state  the 
amount  of  "film  rental  paid  to  each 
producer  and  distributing  company 
in  the  group  known  as  the  "Big 
Eight."  It  also  asked  for  gross  box- 
office  receipts  and  revenues  during 
1938  and  the  first  six  months  of  1939. 


Court  Urges  Defendants 

To  Settle  Landis  Action 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  settle  the  case  out  of  court  or 
else  face  a  ruling  favoring  the  plain- 
tiff. Judge  Kirkpatrick  conferred 
with  Senator  Harry  Shapiro,  repre- 
senting the  plaintiff,  and  former 
State  Attorney  General  William  A. 
Schnader  and  Morris  Wolf,  repre- 
senting most  of  the  defendants. 


Fred  N.  Rothenberg,  Joseph  Roth- 
man,  Lou  Rydell,  Herman  Stern, 
Maurice  Seidlitz  Joseph  O.  Skirboll, 
Herman  Wobber,  Robert  S.  Wolf, 
J.  H.  Hoffberg,  Charles  S.  Goetz,  Leo 
K.  Justin,  Harry  F.  Karasik,  Joseph 
A.  McConville,  Eugene  Meyers,  Peter 
Seibel,  Jules  Levy,  Harvey  Day,  Ed 
M.  Saunders,  Edward  S.  Gaylor,  Ed- 
ward K.   O'Shea  and  Charles  Casa- 


Cole  Links  Texas  Building  Boom  to  Gov't  Equity  Suit 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


(See  Column  4  below) 
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Neutrality  Act  Amendment  Urged  by  MPTOA  Board 

MPTOA  SPEAKERS'  BUREAUS  TO  FIGHT  PIXATTACKS 

Mono.  Boosting  Budgets  on  11  Pix  in  1st-Run  Drive 


$350,000  for  "Rip  Van  Win- 
kle"; $100,000  More 
for  Cooper  Film 

Kansas  City  —  Monogram  will 
boost  the  negative  cost  on  11  top  pix 
following  a  meeting  of  members  of 
the  company's  Franchise  Holders 
Advisory  Committee  here  over  the 
'  week-end. 

Monogram  will  invest  $350,000  in 
"Rip  Van  Winkle,"  shortly  to  go 
before  the  cameras;  pix  may  have 
Jean  Hersholt  as  Rip.  An  additional 
$100,000  will  be  poured  into  Jackie 
Cooper's  current  season's  starrer. 

To  be  given  50  per  cent  boosts  in 
I  a  drive  for  the  U.  S.  first-run  market 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

WARNERSWON'T  TRIM 
BUDGET,  SAYS  EINFELD 



Warners  will  cleave  strictly  to  its 
1939-40  production  budget  and  make 
no  revisions  in  announced  product 
for  the  season,  it  was  asserted  by 
Charlie  Einfeld,  national  head  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  upon  his  ar- 
rival in  New  York  yesterday  from 
the  Coast. 

Purpose  of  his  visit,  he  said,  is  to 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Studio  Painters  Defer 

Strike;  Will  Negotiate 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — An  immediate  strike 
of  studio  painters  was  averted  when 
painters  deferred  a  strike  vote  and 
appointed  a  negotiations  committee 
with  full  powers  to  act  in  the  emer- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Films  for  B.E.F. 

London  (By  Cable) — The  boys  of  the 
second    B.E.F.    are   going   to   see    movies. 

Specially  constructed  van  theaters, 
designed  for  service  not  only  in  rest 
areas  but  "up  front,"  will  be  in  opera- 
tion "somewhere  in  France"  within  two 
weeks.  Exhibition  hours,  the  enemy 
permitting,  will  be  from  noon  to  2 
p.m.   and   from   6  to  9:30  p.m. 


Industry  Leaders  to  Attend  Masquers9 

Dinner  for  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  Tomorrow 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Among  those  who  will  attend  Masquers  Club  Wednesday  in  honor 
of  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  are  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  William  Goetz,  James 
Roosevelt,  Mervyn  LeRoy,  Al  Jolson,  Charles  Laughton,  Jack  Benny,  Edgar  Bergen, 
Orson  Welles,  Lucien  Hubbard,  Harry  Joe  Brown,  William  Koenig,  Fred  S.  Meyer, 
Kenneth  Macgowan,  Lew  Schreiber,  Edward  G.  Robinson,  John  Ford,  Raymond  Griffith, 
Gene  Fowler,  Hy  Gardner,  Gregory  Ratoff,  Ken  Murray,  Tony  Martin,  Morton  Downey, 
Edward  Arnold,  Mario  Chamlee,  Werner  Janssen,  Frank  Forrest,  Daliez  Frantz,  Larry 
Blake,  Joe  E.  Brown.  President  William  B.  Davidson  will  preside.  Edward  Earl  is 
chairman   of   the   dinner   committee. 


3  CREDITORS  IN  MOVE  ATO  OF  IND.  AGAINST 
AGAINST  GRAND  N ATI     FILM  STARS  ON  AIR 


An  involuntary  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy was  filed  yesterday  against 
Grand  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  by 
three  creditors  who  charged  the  com- 
pany with  concealing  or  transferring 
assets,  and  with  making  preferential 
payments.  The  petition,  as  is  custo- 
mary, did  not  set  forth  the  extent  of 
the   company's   assets   or  liabilities. 

Petitioning    creditors    were    Hap 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Court  Declares  Mistrial 

in  Blythe  vs.  Loew  Suit 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Presiding  Judge 
E.  Y.  Webb  yesterday  ordered  a  mis- 
trial in  the  $250,000  copyright  in- 
fringement suit  of  Legette  Blythe 
against  Loew's,  after  being  informed 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Indianapolis  —  In  a  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Theater  Owners  of  Indiana  in 
session  here  yesterday,  Paramount 
was  requested  to  withdraw  Bing 
Crosby,  Burns  and  Allen  and  Jack 
Benny  from  radio  programs. 

Another  resolution  adopted  by  the 
association   and   sent  to   other  pro- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Suggest   British  Government 
Loan  for  Picture  Production 


London  (By  Cable) — A  scheme 
whereby  the  British  Government 
would  set  aside  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  tax  on  amusements  for  the 
financing  of  British  film  production, 

{Continued  on  Page  9) 


MPTOA  Would  Exempt  Shipments 
of  Pix  from  Neutrality  Act  Provision 


Sue  St.  Louis  Operator 

Officials  Over  Picketing 

St.  Louis — Suits  to  restrain  pick- 
eting at  the  Fox  Theater,  a  St.  Louis 
de  luxer,  and  seven  neighborhood 
theaters  in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis 
County,  were  filed  yesterday  in  St. 
Louis  County  Circuit  Court  at  Clay- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — 
An  amendment  to  the  Administra- 
tion's Neutrality  Act  which  would 
exempt  the  shipment  of  motion  pic- 
tures was  advocated  by  the  MPTOA 
board  of  directors  in  session  here 
last  night. 

Under  the  proposed  law  a  shipper 
of  merchandise  to  a  belligerent  na- 
tion would  forfeit  all  rights  to  the 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Bureaus  Will   Be   Set   Up   by 

Each    Unit;    Rodgers 

Speaks  Today 

By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W. 
Va. — Creation  of  public  speak- 
ing bureaus,  designed  to  combat 
adverse  publicity  against  the  indus- 
try, was  among  the  issues  decided 
at  the  MPTOA  board  of  directors' 
meeting  here  yesterday.  The  bu- 
reaus are  to  be  set  up  by  each  unit 
which  will  recruit  speakers  who  will 
address  clubs,  civic  organizations 
and  other  groups  in  each  territory 
where  an  MPTOA  unit  functions. 

In  a  session  which  lasted  four 
hours  yesterday  afternoon  and  then 
resumed  at  8:30  last  night,  the  or- 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

LINKS  BUILDING  BOOM 
TO  GOV'TEQUITY  SUIT 

Pittsburgh — Texas  leads  in  the 
construction  of  new  theaters  since 
the  institution  of  the  Government's 
equity  suit  against  the  majors  due 
to  the  fact  that  exhibs.  are  now 
able  to  get  product,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
president  of  national  Allied,  told  the 
convention   of  the   MPTO   of  West- 

(Continned  on  Page  4) 


J.  M.  Schine  and  Si  Fabian, 
Mills  Luncheon  Speakers 

Albany — Speakers  for  the  Bernie 
Mills  testimonial  luncheon,  to  be 
held  at  the  Ten  Eyck  Hotel  next 
Monday,  were  announced  by  the  Film 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Pix  Issues  Up 

With  Warners  preferred  leading  the 
procession,  advancing  four  points  to 
close  at  47,  amusement  issues  generally 
on  the  Big  Board  were  stronger  yester- 
day. Eastman  Kodak  common  and  Uni- 
versal preferred  went  up  2'/i  points  each, 
closing  at  163  and  70,  respectively  only 
issue  to  show  a  minus  sign  was  20th- 
Fox's   preferred,   off    Vs. 
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7%  +  V4 
19         
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11% 
7 
18'/2 

U/4 

9% 
61 
61 

12V4 

33 1/8 
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9%  4  1/4 
163  +  2i/2 
161        +  1 

121/2    +       % 

345/8   +  1% 


8%   +  % 
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11%   +  % 

1%   +  % 

+  % 

-  % 

+  21/z 


14 
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4% 
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Am.    Seat 123/s 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.   (2i/2%)7% 
Columbia     Picts.     pfd.   19 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1 V4 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..     9% 

East.    Kodak    163       1 

do    pfd 161%  1 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 12i/2 

Loew's,     Inc 34% 

do    pfd 

Paramount      8%       7% 

Paramount    1st    pfd..   81%     80% 
Paramount    2nd    pfd..      9%       9% 

Pathe    Film    ll'/4     10% 

RKO    1%       1% 

20th     Century-Fox      ..    14l/4     13% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  23%     23% 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 70        69 

Warner    Bros 4V4       4 

do    pfd 49        44% 
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NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor      12i/4     12         12i/4  +     % 

Trans-Lux     1 1/4       1 1/4       1 1/4     

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid       Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100%     

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty  6s    1st   '47 

Met.    Playhouse,    Inc.    2nd    deb.    '45  63         66 
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Native  Fix  Fail  to  Hurt 

U.  S.  Films  in  Philippines 


American  pix,  now  dominant  in 
the  Philippine  market,  will  retain 
that  status,  sharing  popularity  only 
with  native  product,  although  the 
latter  presents  no  serious  competi- 
tion, Severo  Tuason,  prominent  Ma- 
nila exhibitor,  told  The  Film  Daily 
at  the  week-end  before  he  left  for 
the  Coast  and  Manila. 

Tuason  expressed  fear  that  the  na- 
tive industry  may  be  hurt  through 
excessive  taxation.  He  sees  the  war 
improving  business  conditions  and 
bringing  increased  attendance. 

Warner,  Paramount,  20th-Fox  and 
Universal  product  are  used  by  Tua- 
son in  his  first-run  Manila  houses. 
Native  producers  turned  out  approxi- 
mately 30  pictures  last  year,  and  an 
increase  is  expected. 


Zane  Grey,  Author  of  Many 
Filmed  Novels,  Dies  at  64 


Altadena,  Cal. — Zane  Grey,  64, 
whose  novels  supplied  stories  for 
many  action  pictures,  died  suddenly 
yesterday  from  coronary  thrombosis. 

Grey  was  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful novelists  of  the  West  and  for 
years  his  name  in  the  author  credits 
of  a  picture  has  made  a  definite  box 
office  impression.  He  was  widely 
known  as  a  deep-sea  fisherman  and 
produced  several  series  of  short  sub- 
jects on  these  activities. 


West    Coast    Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Out  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  Zane  Grey,  author  of  "The 
Light  of  Western  Stars,"  who  died 
yesterday,  Harry  Sherman's  com- 
pany producing  that  picture  on  lo- 
cation at  Newhall  stopped  work  on 
the  film  at  3  o'clock  yesterday  for  a 
short  time. 


Two  Detroit  Unions  Renew 
Pacts  on  One-Year  Basis 


Detroit  —  Local  5,  International 
Association  of  Operating  Engineers, 
has  renewed  contract  for  one  year 
with  United  Detroit  Theaters.  Pact 
is  retroactive  to  Sept.  1.  Contracts 
have  also  been  renewed  with  the 
Fox,  Eastown,  Hollywood,  and  RKO 
Uptown  theaters.  No  changes  were 
made  in  wages  or  working  condi- 
tions, according  to  M.  McCusker, 
business  agent  of  the  local. 

Stagehands'  Local  38,  IATSE,  has 
also  completed  renewal  of  contracts 
for  all  theaters  employing  stage- 
hands, according  to  Ed  King,  busi- 
ness agent,  and  made  no  change  in 
either  hours  or  working  conditions. 
Only  significant  change  here  was  the 
shift  from  two  to  one  year  contract 
this  time,  inasmuch  as  uncertainty 
of  war  conditions  made  longer  com- 
mitments undesirable,  according  to 
King. 


British  Theaters  Selling 

Candy  Need  War  Licenses 

London  (By  Cable) — Film  theaters 
selling  candy  to  patrons  are  now 
under  war-time  licensing. 
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20th-Fox  Asks  Slashed 

N.  Y.  City  Assessments 


20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.,  Inc., 
yesterday  filed  a  writ  in  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court  against  the  Tax 
Commission  of  New  York  City  de- 
manding a  reduction  on  assessments 
on  three  buildings  owned  by  the  cor- 
poration in  New  York  City. 

The  buildings  which  are  subject 
of  the  suit  are  452  West  54th  St., 
assessed  at  $330,000;  830  Tenth  Ave., 
assessed  at  $815,000,  and  434  West 
56th  St.,  assessed  at  $445,000. 

Petitioner'  claims  excessive  assess- 
ment of  $215,000  for  1939-40  for  the 
three  buildings. 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Julius  Mil- 
ler directed  filing  of  a  return  by  the 
Commission  on  Dec.  4. 


Col 


Seeks  Consolidation 
of  5  Stockholders  Suits 


Application  will  be  heard  tomor- 
row on  papers  filed  yesterday  by  Co- 
lumbia Pictures,  Inc.,  in  the  New 
York  Supreme  Court  which  ask  for 
an  order  consolidating  five  stock- 
holder actions  against  Columbia  and 
for  a  stay  of  proceedings  until  con- 
solidation is  granted. 

The  plaintiffs  charge  excessive  sal- 
aries and  bonuses  and  the  illegal  is- 
suance of  purchase  warrants  to  of- 
ficers  of  the   company. 


Montague  Flying  to  Europe 
on  Coverage  for  Para.  News 

W.  P.  Montague,  Paramount  News' 
assignment  editor,  left  New  York 
yesterday  on  the  Dixie  Clipper 
bound  for  Lisbon,  Portugal,  which 
will  be  the  first  stop  on  his  projected 
trip  to  all  the  European  capitals. 

While  abroad,  Montague  will  make 
a  general  survey  of  war  conditions 
and  confer  with  organization's  vari- 
ous representatives  anent  intensive 
coverage  of  the  current  war. 

He  is  expected  to  remain  overseas 
for  about  a  month. 


Settle  Erpi-GTPC  Suits 

Litigation,  extending  over  a  period 
of  more  than  seven  years,  involving 
Erpi  and  the  Schlesinger-controlled 
General  Talking  Pictures  Corp., 
which  included  patent,  anti-trust  and 
damage  suits,  has  been  settled,  ac- 
cording to  an  announcement  made 
by  T.  K.  Stevenson,  Erpi  prexy.  No 
damage  payments  were  made.  Cer- 
tain expenses  of  the  litigation  were 
apportioned  and  the  only  payment 
made  was  by  the  way  of  adjustment 
of  such  expenses. 


Ned  Holmes  Funeral  Held 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Ned  Holmes,  who  has 
been  in  show  and  picture  business  for 
40  years,  and  for  past  three  years 
with  Warners  as  its  Coast  exploita- 
tion man,  died  of  heart  attack  Fri- 
day night.  Masonic  funeral  services 
was  held  at  Leroy  Bagley  Mortuary 
yesterday. 


cominc  firiD  goiiic 


NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK  returned  from  the 
Coast  yesterday  after  a  10-day  stay  on  busi- 
ness. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  Metro  distribution 
head,  left  for  White  Sulphur  Springs  la  •"■tight 
to  attend  the  MPTOA  conclave,  retunatj  to 
New  York  this  week-end  or  the  first  part  of 
next    week. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  Universal's  general 
manager  of  distribution,  returns  to  New  York 
today  from   Nashville  and  other  southern  cities. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  Vitaphone  sales  man- 
ager, left  last  night  for  a  tour  of  the  Warner 
Midwest    branches. 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  eastern  sales  manager 
for  Universal,  returns  today  from  a  southern 
trip    on    business. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Warner's  Western  and 
Southern  sales  manager,  is  on  a  tour  of  the 
company's   Western   and   Midwestern   branches. 

LEO  ABRAMS,  short  subject  sales  manager 
for  "U",  left  the  home  office  yesterday  to  visit 
the    Philly    and    Washington    territories. 

JOSEPH  BERNHARD,  Warner  theater's  chief- 
tain, is  in  Chicago  for  a  meeting  of  the  chain's 
theater  execs.  He  is  accompanied  by  HARRY 
GOLDBERG,  theater  publicity  head.  They  hold 
a  meeting  tomorrow  in  Milwaukee  and  then 
return    to    New   York. 

ROY  DISNEY  has  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the   Coast. 

DR.  A.  H.  GIANNINI  and  his  family  have 
arrived    from    Hollywood. 

WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN,  Western  sales  man- 
ager for  Universal,  returns  to  the  home  office 
today  from  organization  meetings  in  several 
Midwestern    cities. 

TIM  WHELAN,  director,  has  left  Washington 
for  Hollywood. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON,  Monogram  president, 
has    returned   from    Kansas   City. 

EDDIE  GOLDEN,  Monogram  vice-prexy,  is  in 
Chicago. 

GEORGE  W.  WEEKS,  Monogram  sales  chief- 
tain,   arrives    in    Oklahoma    City    today. 

W.  P.  MONTAGUE,  assignment  editor  of 
Paramount  Newsreel,  left  New  York  yesterday 
via  the  Dixie  Clipper  for  a  month's  trip  to  a 
number  of   European    capitals. 

DAVID  NIVEN  arrived  by  plane  yesterday 
from    the    Coast. 

BOB  BURNS  and  his  wife  have  arrived  here 
after  a   week's  stay   in   Chicago. 

ANN  RUTHERFORD,  Metro  player,  arrives 
in  New  York  Thursday  to  begin  a  p.a.  tour  in 
Loew    houses. 

BEATRICE  LILLIE  has  deferred  her  scheduled 
trip  to  New  York  and  is  remaining  in  London 
indefinitely. 

ANN  SHERIDAN  arrived  on  the  Coast  yes- 
terday from  Chicago,  cancelling  the  remainder 
of  her  p.a.  tour  in  order  to  start  work  in  a 
new    Warner    picture. 

ARTHUR  LEVEY,  London  representative  of 
Monogram,    has   arrived    here   on    business. 

JOHN  C.  WILSON,  producer,  has  returned 
from    England. 

ANNA  STAFFORD,  wife  of  Orson  Welles,  and 
GERALDINE  FITZGERALD,  have  arrived  from 
Europe. 


Wage  Cut  is  Restored 

Chicago — Theater  Engineers  Un- 
ion has  obtained  restoration  of  the 
5  per  cent  wage  cut  taken  last  year. 
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"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«,uh  MILTON  BERLE 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.   Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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.WARNERS  WON'T  TRIM 
BUDGET,  SAYS  EINFELD 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

participate  in  conferences  at  the 
home  office  with  Jack  L.  Warner, 
G:  ')  Sears  and  Mort  Blumenstock 
in  order  to  shape  promotional  plans 
and  policies  for  a  quartet  of  forth- 
coming "A"  pix,  namely,  "The  Roar- 
ing Twenties,"  "Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  "Four  Wives" 
and  "We  Are  Not  Alone." 

The  production  situation  at  Bur- 
bank,  he  stated,  is  highly  satisfac- 
tory both  with  respect  to  the  "A" 
and  "B"  attractions.  Regarding  the 
"B's",  Einfeld  declared  that  Bryan 
Foy  had  completed  seven  of  the  12 
announced,  and  accordingly  the  "B" 
forces  at  Burbank  are  currently  on 
a  pre-Christmas  vacation.  Produc- 
tion will  be  resumed  about  Dec.  15. 

Jack  L.  Warner,  company's  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production, 
is  expected  to  arrive  back  on  the 
Coast  from  New  York  by  Nov.  1. 

Einfeld,  who  was  accompanied 
eastward  by  Mrs.  Einfeld,  will  spend 
about  two  weeks  at  the  home  office. 


Studio  Painters  Defer 

Strike;  Will  Negotiate 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gency  to  confer  with  producers.  Pro- 
ducers had  rejected  the  painters'  de- 
mands for  a  15  per  cent  increase, 
asking  that  demands  be  withheld 
until  Dec.  6  when  producers  will  also 
confer  with  other  crafts  asking  wage 
increases. 


Film  Carriers  Meeting 

Chicago — The  Film  Carriers  Divi- 
sion of  the  American  Truck  Associa- 
tion meets  here  today  at  the  Stevens 
Hotel. 


Wilcox  Co.'s  to  Wind  Up 

London    (By    Cable V — Liquidation 
meetings  of  Imperator  Film  Produc- 
tions, Ltd.,  and  Herbert  Wilcox  Pro- 
j  ductions,    Ltd.,    will    be    held    here 
Thursday. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER  24 
Cilda  Cray 
Arthur  W.  Stebbins 
Byron  Morgan 
Dan  J.  Smolen 
Josef  Zimanich 
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with  PHIL  At.  DALT; 


•  •      •     THE   proverbial    Luck    of    the    Irish has    nothing    a-tall 

on   the   luck  of  the   Brothers   Warner and   of  the   exhibs.   who   will 

play "The    Roaring    Twenties" which    goes    out    on    national 

release   on   Saturday It's   thiswise The   Mark   Hellinger   story 

spans    the    decade-plus from    1918    to    1929 and    thus    would 

seem  definitely  "dated"  as  to  time "Seem"  is  right for  along 

comes  Federal  exposure of  the   largest  bootleg   racket "since 

prohibition" to  point  up  on  Page  One the  essential  timeliness 

cf   the  Hellinger  saga And  if   that  is   not   enough there's   the 

reiterated  warning on  the  financial  pages that  a  speculative 

boom tied   to   anticipate    war   profits holds    the    genesis    of    a 

market  crash more  menacing  even  than  that  which  put  this  coun- 

ry through   the   wringer in    1929 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     WARNERS'    publicity     department under     fast- 

thinking  Charlie  Einf eld's  guidance is  moving  swiftly  to  cash 

in with  a  national  campaign  to  focus newspaper,  maga- 
zine and  radio  attention on  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Oct. 

29    stock    debacle The    department    is    providing story 

material  covering  various  highlights of  the  period which 

as  Hellinger's  foreword  says is  so  fantastic  in  retrospect 

that  the  historians  of  another  day will  challenge  its  reality 

In  fact,  10  years  after we  need  "The  Roaring  Twenties" 

to  remind  us  that not  only  could  it  happen  here 

but  it  did and  conceivably might  again 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     TIME  out  at  this  point to  extend  Congrats to  a 

threesome   of  real   showmen Harold   and  T.   Robb   and   Ed   Rowley 

whose  Robb  &  Rowley  theaters  are  celebrating the  thir- 
tieth anniversary Circuit  which  started  with  the  open  air  Lyric 

now   is    definitely   "big   business"   in   West   Texas its    110    theaters 

having  some  600   employes  on  the  payroll Since   1937,   a   50   per 

cent  interest  in  Robb  &  Rowley has  been  owned  by  United  Artists 

Theaters which  is  officially  represented  in  the  setup by  Lou 

Anger    and    George    Reinhart Circuit's    jamboree     at    Big    Spring 

at  the  week-end attracted  scores  of  industry  affiliates 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     QUITE    a    turnout at    that    cocktail    party 

tendered    to    Arthur    Levey,    Monogram's    London    rep by 

George  West,  Mono,  franchise  holder,  and  Mrs.  West at  their 

penthouse  apartment  Sunday Among  those  present  were 

Mrs.  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Arthur  Silverstone,  formerly  general  sales 
manager  in  Great  Britain  for  United  Artists,   now   assistant   to 

Harry   Gold,  with  Mrs.   Silverstone Sybil  Duse   of  London; 

Mrs.  Edward  A.  Golden,  Ruth  Golden  and  her  fiance  Larry  Wit- 
ten;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Levey,  Madeleine  S.  White,  Mrs.  Nellie  Wit- 
ting  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  S.  Lifton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Finkel- 

stein,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  Guimond,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Salomon,  Shir- 
ley Salomon Blanche  Wallace,  Edith  Maver,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Wolfe 

and  the  Messrs.  Harry  West,  Lester  Alden  of  the  stage;  Everett 
Roller,  Al  Gettler  and  Herman  Kleinfeld. 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     FRENCH    pix,    "Harvest,"    in   its   first    three    weeks at 

the  294-seat  World  Theater is  credited  with  playing  to  approxi- 
mately  50,000    admissions This  is   the   film   which   the   New   York 

film  censors  banned only  to  have  the  Regents  reverse  the  de- 
cision  So  if  you  need  a  press  agent you  might  bear  the  New 

York  censor  board  in  mind 


3  CREDITORS  IN  MOVE 
AGAINST  GRAND  NAT'L 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Hadley,  1560  Broadway,  with  alleged 
claims  of  $730;  Passantino  Printing 
Co.,  Inc.,  250  West  49th  St.,  $192.00, 
and  Keystone  Photo  Engraving  Corp., 
244  West  49th  St.,  $272.00. 

The  first  charge  stated  that  the 
company  "with  intent  to  hinder,  de- 
lay or  defraud  creditors  conveyed, 
transferred,  concealed,  removed  or 
permitted  to  be  concealed  or  re- 
moved, or  set  over  unto  said  divers 
persons,  whose  names  are  unknown 
to  your  petitioners,  valuable  prop- 
erty, consisting  of  monies  of  the 
value  of  $5,000." 

The  second  charge  stated  that  the 
company  "while  insolvent"  transfer- 
red and  conveyed  property  and  money 
to  E.  W.  Hammons  and/or  his  rela- 
tives the  sum  of  $3,000  with  intent 
to  prefer  them  over  other  creditors. 

Arthur  V.  Selig  of  25  West  43rd 
St.  is  the  attorney  for  the  petition- 
ing creditors. 

GN  can  file  an  answer  to  the  peti- 
tion, in  which  event  the  Court  will 
set  down  the  application  for  a  hear- 
ing. 


E.  W.  Hammons,  en  route  to  Wash- 
ington, was  unable  to  be  reached  for 
a  statement  last  night. 


Dwight  Taylor  Planning 

Series  of  Detective  Pix 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Dwight  Taylor,  now 
writing  "F.O.B.  Detroit"  for  Para- 
mount, plans  to  enter  the  produc- 
tion field  upon  completion  of  his 
present   assignment. 

He  is  negotiating  with  R.  M.  T. 
Scott  for  rights  to  "Murder  Stalks 
the  Mayor,"  story  of  a  down-to- 
earth  detective.  If  the  deal  goes 
through,  Taylor  plans  to  take  op- 
tions on  six  short  stories  by  Scott 
dealing  with  the  same  character  and 
make  a  series   of  pictures. 

Taylor  is  also  negotiating  with 
Lester  Mathews,  currently  playing 
the  lead  in  Paramount's  "Biscuit 
Eater,"  to  play  the  lead  in  the  series. 


May  Delay  Special  Session 

Madison,  Wis.  —  Indications  are 
that  the  forthcoming  special  session 
of  the  legislature  may  be  delayed  un- 
til the  state  Supreme  Court  has  ren- 
dered a  decision  in  an  action  started 
by  Atty.  Gen.  John  E.  Martin  to 
force  publication  of  a  partially  ve- 
toed old  age  pension  act  in  the  official 
state  paper. 


$1,000,000  Budget  Set 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Hal  Roach  has  set  a  $1,- 
000,000  budget  for  "1,000.000  B.  C." 
which  will  mark  D.  W.  Griffith's  re- 
turn to  film  activity.  Pix  starts  in 
early    November. 
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MONOGRAM  TO  BOOST 
BUDGET  ON  11  FILMS 
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are  "His  Father's  Son"  and  "Son  of 
the  Navy,"  which  feature  Martin 
Spellman;  "Under  Northern  Lights," 
operetta  by  Charles  Wakefield  Cad- 
man;  "Haunted  House,"  a  horror  pix 
to  star  Boris  Karloff;  "Queen  of  the 
Yukon,"  Jack  London's  novel;  and 
"Freckles  Comes  Home,"  by  Jean- 
nette  Stratton  Porter,  and  three 
Hugh  Wiley  Collier's  Magazine  mys- 
tery chillers  starring  Karloff. 

Additionally,  Mono/s  program  now 
calls  for  "Dawn  on  the  Great  Divide," 
in  Magnacolor;  "Hoosier  Schooldays" 
and  "Tomboy,"  both  with  Marcia 
Mae  Jones  and  Jackie  Moran;  four 
Tailspin  Tommys,  four  Frankie 
Darros  and  four  action  mellers,  first 
of  which,  "Heroes  in  Blue,"  will  be 
released  next  week. 

Monogram's  first  Tex  Ritter  of 
the  season,  "Roll,  Wagons,  Roll,"  will 
be  released  shortly;  another  of  the 
series  of  eight  is  completed.  Jack 
Randall's  special,  "The  Pioneers,"  is 
ready  to  shoot.  First  of  two  Mickey 
Balcon  films,  "The  Phantom  Strikes," 
will  be  released  next  month;  second 
is  set  for  December.  Of  the  "Ren- 
frew" series  starring  James  Newill, 
two  are  ready,  one  is  being  cut. 

Advisory  Committee  convening 
here  included  Ray  Olmstead,  Los 
Angeles;  Steve  Broidy,  Boston;  John 
Mangham,  Atlanta,  and  Charles 
Trampe,  Milwaukee.  Committee  met 
with  W.  Ray  Johnston,  president, 
Edward  A.  Golden,  vice-president 
and  George  W.  Weeks,  sales  man- 
ager, and,  among  other  things, 
worked  out  plans  for  exploitation 
and  release  of  "Mutiny  in  the  Big 
House." 

Trem  Carr,  Monogram  director, 
stopped  off  in  Kansas  City  Sunday 
with  Mrs.  Carr  for  a  few  hours  visit 
with  Johnston,  who  flew  back  to  New 
York.    Golden  departed  for  Chicago. 

Weeks  remained  for  a  conference 
today  with  Monogram  distributors 
Forest  Judd,  Des  Moines;  Sol  Fran- 
cis, Omaha;  Lon  Fidler,  Denver. 
From  Kansas  City  he  will  visit  Okla- 
homa City  and  Dallas. 


Sue  St.  Louis  Operator 

Officials  Over  Picketing 
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ton  by  the  Eden  Theater  Co.,  a  Fan- 
chon  &  Marco  service  corporation, 
and  the   St.  Louis  Amusement  Co. 

Named  as  defendants  were  Rob- 
ert Tomsen,  president  of  M.  P.  Pro- 
jection Operators  Local  143,  seven 
other  officers  and  28  members  of  the 
union. 

The  petition  also  asks  that  the  de- 
fendants be  held  accountable  for 
damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiffs 
"for  unlawful  acts  of  the  defen- 
dants." 


Lou  Libson  Dead 

Cincinnati — Lou  Libson,  brother  of 
Isaac  and  Abe  Libson,  theater  oper- 
aters,  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  at- 
tack at  Keith's  theater,  where  he 
was  connected  for  a  number  of  years. 


GOVT  SHOULD 
AID  INDUSTRY 

"Even  Almost  Ought  to  Err 
in  So  Doing" — Murphy 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  "All  government 
ought  to  be  helping  industry  to  its 
feet"  and  "it  even  almost  ought  to 
err  in  that  direction,"  according  to 
Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy. 

The  Attorney  General  told  news- 
papermen that  at  a  recent  depart- 
ment staff  session  he  had  suggested 
"the  possibilities  of  the  department's 
doing  some  public  good." 


New  Haven — Comparing  the  duties 
of  the  Anti-Trust  Division  to  those 
of  a  referee,  Thurman  Arnold,  As- 
sistant Attorney  General,  told  a 
forum  group  at  the  Jewish  Commun- 
ity Center  that  it  was  the  business 
of  the  division  he  heads  to  see  that 
legal  privileges  granted  to  groups 
in  a  highly  organized  society  are 
not  unreasonably  used.  He  did  not 
discuss  pending  film  or  other  cases. 


Cleveland  Variety  Club 

Names  Lefton  as  Barker 


Cleveland — Nat  L.  Lefton,  Repub- 
lic franchise  owner,  was  elected  chief 
barker  of  the  local  Variety  Club  for 
the  coming  year,  to  succeed  Nat 
Wolf,  Warner  zone  manager.  Other 
officers  elected  are  "Duke"  Clark, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  first 
vice-president;  Jerome  Friedlander, 
attorney,  second  vice-president;  I. 
J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager, and  Frank  Boyd,  local  repre- 
sentative for  American  Seating  Co., 
were  re-elected  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary, respectively. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  club 
officers  were  chosen  from  a  "crew," 
successor  to  the  former  board  of  di- 
rectors, instead  of  from  the  body  at 
large.  The  crew  consisted  of  Dave 
Miller,  Universal  district  manager; 
Bert  Stearn,  United  Artists  district 
manager;  A.  M.  Goodman,  United 
Artists  branch  manager;  "Duke" 
Clark,  Paramount  branch  manager; 
Frank  Boyd,  American  Seating  Co. 
local  sales  representative;  Jerome 
Friedlander,  attorney;  Nat  L.  Lef- 
ton, Republic  franchise  owner;  Les- 
ter Zucker,  Columbia  branch  mana- 
ger; I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox  branch 
manager;  Eddie  Miller,  manager  of 
Warners'  Hippodrome  and  Manny 
Landers,  orchestra  leader. 


Judell's  Stepmother  Dead 

Milwaukee,  Wis. — Mrs.  Rose  Jud- 
ell,  74,  stepmother  of  B.  N.  Judell, 
Hollywood  producer,  is  dead  here. 


J.  M.  Schine  and  Si  Fabian, 
Mills  Luncheon  Speakers 

(.Continued  from  Page  \) 

Row  committee.  Mills  was  Republic 
branch  manager  in  Albany,  working 
in  conjunction  with  Jack  Berkowitz, 
who  had  the  Buffalo  and  Albany 
franchise  for  the  past  few  years. 

J.  Meyer  Schine,  Gloversville ;  Si 
Fabian,  New  York;  Mike  Kallet  of 
the  Kallet  Circuit;  Moe  Silver,  War- 
ner Brothers  zone  manager;  Lou 
Golding,  Fabian  district  manager, 
and  Bill  Smalley  of  the  Smalley  Cir- 
cut,  will  be  the  speakers. 

Bernie  Kranze,  RKO  branch  man- 
ager here,  will  be  toastmaster,  accord- 
ing to  Artie  Newmann,  new  Republic 
manager,  who  is  chairman.  New- 
mann is  assisted  by  Clayton  East- 
man, Paramount  branch  manager, 
who  is  co-chairman;  George  Jeffries, 
Universal,  secretary  and  Dick  Hayes, 
Paramount,  treasurer. 

Mills  and  Berkowitz  are  now  as- 
sociated in  Standard  Pictures  Co., 
Inc. 


Hollywood  Studios  Send 
1 1  More  Pix  Before  Cameras 


West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Eleven  new  pictures 
will  go  into  work  this  week. 

At  Columbia:  A  Charles  Starrett 
western. 

At  M-G-M:  "Lover  Come  Back  to 
Me,"  co-starring  Jeanette  MacDon- 
ald  and  Nelson  Eddy.  "Congo  Mai- 
sie"  with  Ann  Sothern  and  John 
Carroll. 

At  Paramount:  "Buck  Benny  Rides 
Again,"  Starring  Jack  Benny. 

At  RKO:  "The  Marines  Fly  High," 
starring  Richard  Dix. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Earth- 
bound." 

At  Warners:  "Virginia  City," 
Technicolor  special  starring  Errol 
Flynn  and  Miriam  Hopkins  with  Ran- 
dolph Scott,  Brenda  Marshall  and 
Frank  McHugh. 

At  Wanger's  "House  Across  the 
Bay,"  starring  Joan  Bennett. 

At  Republic:  "South  of  the  Bor- 
der," next  Gene  Autry,  and  "The 
Narrow  Path,"  with  Charles  Bick- 
ford. 

At  Monogram:  Edward  Finney 
puts  "Under  Western  Stars,"  star- 
ring Tex  Ritter,  into  work. 


Dies  at  Uncle's  Funeral 

Scottsburg,  Ind. — William  L.  Luck- 
ett,  36,  who  assisted  his  father  in  the 
operation  of  a  chain  of  theaters  in 
Southern  Indiana,  died  of  a  heart 
attack  at  French  Lick  Springs,  Ind., 
while  attending  funeral  services 
there  for  an  uncle. 


B.  &  K.  Ass'n  to  Elect 

Chicago  —  B.  &  K.  Employes  As- 
sociation elects  officers  Thursday. 


Five  Beer  Bottle  Caps  as  Film  Admission 

Stevens  Point,  Wis. — Stevens  Point  Beverage  Co.  has  hooked  up  with  the  Fox 
Theater  here  whereby  each  Saturday  for  the  next  five  weeks  five  bottle  caps  from  either 
of  two  brands  of  beer  brewed  by  the  company  will  admit  persons  to  a  10  o'clock 
matinee  at  the  theater. 


LINKS  BUILDING  BOOM 
TO  GOV'T  EQUITY  SUIT 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

em  Pennsylvania  here  yesterday. 

Assailing  monopoly  in  the  film  in- 
dustry, Cole  called  for  its  deduc- 
tion, coupling  with  this  a  pl&at;  or 
passage  of  the  Neely  bill  whic-h/he 
said,  would  create  competition  in 
selling  and  enable  more  theaters  to 
be  built  and  thus  create  additional 
business. 

Col.  Cole  told  his  audience  of  128 
showmen  and  guests  that  no  spot  in 
the  county  is  over-seated  if  product 
can  be  secured,  and  he  asserted  that 
there  are  opportunities  in  every 
town  for  additional  houses. 

First  business  session  followed  a 
noon  luncheon.  Prexy  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg, who  announced  he  was  not  a 
candidate  for  re-election,  introduced 
Sidney  Samuelson,  executive  secre- 
tary of  Allied  Theater  Owners  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  as  the  first 
speaker.  Samuelson  gave  a  pledge 
of  unit  co-operation,  praised  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  organization's 
accomplishments,  and  paid  a  tribute 
to  the  leadership  of  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  board   chairman. 

Fred  J.  Herrington,  secretary, 
presented  a  legislative  resume. 

Delegation  of  ITO  of  West  Vir- 
ginia is  attending  the  sessions,  which 
will  continue  today.  Dinner  was 
held  last  night  after  which  the  con- 
ventioneers saw  Para.'s  "Disputed 
Passage"  and  "Seventeen"  at  a  mid- 
night screening  at  the  State. 


Subpoena  Tax  Records 

of  Lazarus  Theaters 


New  Orleans — Tax  records  of  the 
Henry  Lazarus  Theaters,  Inc.,  which 
operated  the  Center,  a  downtown 
house,  and  the  Coliseum,  a  nabe 
house,  were  subpoenaed  by  a  three- 
judge  criminal  court  in  New  Or- 
leans Friday  in  connection  with  an 
alleged  "tax  assessment  reduction 
racket." 

The  books  of  the  theater  corpora- 
tion were  ordered  brought  into  the 
open  hearing,  which  is  being  held  on 
charges  of  incompetency  in  office 
brought  against  the  New  Orleans 
District  Attorney  Charles  Byrne,  by 
seven  members  of  the  parish  Grand 
Jury. 

Attorneys  for  the  grand  jurors 
who  brought  the  charges  of  incom- 
petency against  the  district  attorney, 
claim  the  firms  paid  50  per  cent  of 
the  amount  of  the  tax  reduced  to 
persons  securing  the  reduction. 


Dreifuss  Joins  Argus 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — -Arthur  Dreifuss  hav- 
ing finished  his  producer-director  as- 
signment with  Columbia,  joins  Argus 
Pictures,  Inc.,  new  New  York  outfit 
which  plans  to  make  six  all-negro 
features  for  distribution  through  the 
Goldberg  exchanges.  Dixon  Harwin, 
president  of  Argus,  has  set  up  head- 
quarters at  Talisman  Studios. 

Argus  plans  a  series  of  white  ac- 
tion features  early  next  year. 
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Watch  NOVEMBER  10th 
/or  the  YEAR'S  SURPRISE 
SCREEN  SURPRISE! 

A  Deanna  grown  to  young  lady- 
loveliness  •  • .  to  mean  romantically 
more . . .  to  her  fans  and  to  you! 


\$lr*i. 


The  NEW  UNIVERSAL 

presents 

Deanna  DURBIN 


in 


"FIRST  LOVE 


with  Helen  Parrish  •  Robert  Stack 
Eugene  Pallette  •  Lewis  Howard 
June  Storey  •  Leatrice  Joy 
Marcia  Mae  Jones 'Charles  Coleman 

* 
Directed  by  Henry  Koster 

Produced  by  Joe  Pasternak 
A  HENRY  KOSTER  PRODUCTION 
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Jtiistory  dubbed  this  hunch-back^ 
plotter**  A  monster  in  silks!" 
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royal  thug,  blood- 
brother  to  the  devil  himself, 
who  laid  the  loyalty  of  men, 
the  love  of  women  low,  that 
he  might  work  his  twisted 
plans  to  horrible  perfection! 
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)N  the  story  of  this  diabolical,  misshapen  figure,  the  screen 
presents  a  spectacle  of  unequalled  magnitude... the  wide-swept 
furies  of  a  nation  driven  to  maniacal  revolt .  . .  the  shadow  of 
a  bestial-faced  executioner... a  populace  screaming  for  revenge! 
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NIVERSAL  presents 


66 


TOWER 


NATIONAL 
RELEASE 
OCT.  27th 


Starring 


LONDON 

Basil  RATHBONE 


'»■> — f 

MYSTERY!  SUSPENSE! 

SANDY  SELLS  SEATS! 

Critics,  fans,  young  and  old— 
You'll  find  them  all  Sandy-sold! 
NEW  UNIVERSAL  presents 

HUGH  HERB 

LIFE  looks 
at  SANDY 

and  all 
America  falls 
helplessly 
in  love  with 
her! 


LITTLE  ACCIDENT 

with  FLORENCE  RICE  *  RICHARD  CARLSON 

JOY  HODGES    •    ERNEST  TRUEX    •   FRITZ  FELD 


ant 


BABY  SANDY 

Original  screenplay  by  Paul  Yawitz  and  Eve  Green 
Developed  from  the  play  by  Floyd  Dell  &  Thomas  Mitchell 
Produced  and  directed  by  CHARLES  LAMONT 


NATIONAL 
RELEASE 
OCT.  27th 
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MPTOA  WILL  COMBAT 
ATTACKS  ON  INDUSTRY 
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ganization's  board  delved  into  prob- 
lems of  both  local  and  national  sig- 
nifi  ce.  Labor  and  legislation  were 
the  . t. rincipal  issues  considered  but 
no  decision  on  any  particular  point 
was  reached.  The  meetings  yester- 
day and  last  night  laid  the  ground- 
work for  matters  which  will  get  of- 
ficial recognition  and  disposal  today. 

Organization  leaders  declined  to 
comment  extensively  on  what  took 
place.  The  press  was  barred  from 
the  meeting. 

Trade  practices  are  expected  to 
highlight  today's  meetings,  with  W. 
F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sales 
manager,  slated  to  address  the  dele- 
gates. Rodgers  is  due  here  this 
morning. 

While  it  had  been  planned  origin- 
ally to  hold  meetings  only  in  the  af- 
ternoon, it  was  decided  to  hold  both 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions  to- 
day so  that  the  many  problems  can 
be  discussed.  Golf,  which  held  the 
attention  of  practically  every  direc- 
tor yesterday  morning,  will  be  dis- 
pensed with  today  and  those  who 
want  to  play  were  advised  to  stay 
over  an  extra  day. 

Attending  yesterday's  meeting 
were  the  following  officers:  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall,  Columbus,  Miss.,  president; 
Mitchell  Wolfson,  Miami,  vice-presi- 
dent; A.  Julian  Brylawski,  Washing- 
ton, vice-president;  Morris  Loew en- 
stein,  Oklahoma  City,  secretary;  Fred 
Wehrenberg,  St.  Louis,  chairman  of 
the  board. 

Directors  present  included  William 
Benton,  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.; 
Frank  Cassil,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  H.  V. 
Harvey,  San  Francisco;  A.  C.  Hay- 
man,  Buffalo;  Sol  Hyman,  West  Vir- 
ginia; O.  C.  Lam,  Rome,  Ga.;  Arthur 
Lockwood,  Middletown,  Conn.;  Ben- 
jamin Pitts,  Fredericksburg,  Va.; 
Lewen  Pizor,  Philadelphia;  Roy 
Walker,  Lampasas,  Tex.;  Charles 
Williams,  Omaha;  R.  X.  Williams, 
Oxford,  Miss.;  Lyle  Milson,  Roanoke 
Rapids,  N.  C;  J.  J.  Dennison,  Mon- 
roe, Mich.,  who  represented  E.  C. 
Beatty  for  the  Butterfield  Circuit, 
and  David  Palfreyman,  representing 
the  MPPDA. 


STORKS! 


A  five-and-a-half  pound  boy  was 
born  on  Sunday  night  in  Woman's 
Hospital  here  to  Sylvia  Sidney,  film 
star,  who  is  the  wife  of  Luther  Ad- 
ler,  actor. 


Detroit — Harold  Morrison,  Colum- 
bia shipper,  is  the  father  of  an 
eight-pound  boy,   his  first. 


Dugger,  Ind. — Harry  Douglas,  op- 
erator of  the  Cozy  Theater  here,  is 
the  father  of  a  newly  born  son,  Paul 
David,  born  in  the  Sherman  Hospital, 
Sullivan,  Ind. 


Pix,  Projectors  a»  "Implements  ot  Wmr" 

Montreal — films  *nd  projectors  hav«  become  "implements  of  war"  her*,  with 
Canada's  new  soldiers  going  to  the  movies  for  instruction.  A  start  already  has  been 
■ad*  with  the  1st  lattalion,  The  Black  Watch  (Royal  Highlanders  Regiment)  of  Canada 
and  for  the  next  two  nights,  L«  Regiment  de  Maisonneuve  will  see  the  films,  mad*  la 
Britain  and  sent  to  Canada  by  the  War  Office.  Military  headquarters  her*  hav*  ap- 
plied for  more  projector*.  Thar*  is  only  one  in  the  district  with  the  result  that  *tch 
ualt  ha*  to  await  It*  turn  to  see  the  films. 


Indiana  ATO  is  Against 

Film  Stars  on  the  Air 
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ducers  was  to  keep  motion  picture 
stars  off  the  air. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied's  general 
counsel,  was  the  principal  speaker 
at  the  afternoon  session.  He  spoke 
of  the  solidity  of  independent  theater 
operators,  the  retrenchment  in  Hol- 
lywood and  the  expansion  of  the 
South  American  markets.  Percent- 
age pictures  was  one  of  the  things 
brought  up  for  discussion. 

Myers  warned  exhibitors  to  be 
ready  financially  and  socially  for 
television.  He  also  said  that  if 
friendly  co-operation  existed  between 
exhibitor  and  producer  there  would 
be  no  need  of  a  Code  for  the  indus- 
try. He  severely  criticized  the  use 
of  motion  picture  stars  on  the  air 
and  declared  it  a  detriment  to  the 
exhibitor. 

Among  subjects  discussed  at  the 
meeting  were:  The  product  situa- 
tion, prices  and  terms  being  demand- 
ed; the  efforts,  if  any,  being  made 
to  circumvent  the  reforms  volun- 
tarily assumed  by  certain  major 
companies;  the  nature  and  adequacy 
or  inadequacy  of  the  concessions  vol- 
untarily made  by  companies  and  the 
steps  to  be  taken  to  secure  a  larger 
measure  of  relief;  growing  competi- 
tion; 16  mm  shows;  and  itinerant 
shows  and  carnivals  and  measures 
taken  to  combat  them. 

Preceding  the  session,  directors 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year  for 
the  five  districts  in  Indiana.  Reports 
from  the  various  committees  were 
presented. 

Universal  to  Send  Out 

Seven  In  Next  3  Weeks 

Universal  during  the  next  three 
weeks  will  nationally  release  a  group 
of  seven  features,  climaxing  the 
Exhibitor  -  Sponsored  Testimonial 
drive  which  ends  Oct.  31. 

In  order  of  release  date  they  are 
"Little  Accident,"  starring  Baby 
Sandy  and  Hugh  Herbert,  and 
"Tower  of  London,"  starring  Basil 
Rathbone;  new  version  of  "The  Road 
Back";  "Call  a  Messenger,"  with  the 
Little  Tough  Guys;  and  "Legion  of 
Lost  Fliers,"  starring  Richard  Arlen 
and  Andy  Devine,  Nov.  3;  "First 
Love,"  the  new  Deanna  Durbin  pix, 
and  "One  Hour  to  Live,"  with 
Charles  Bickford  and  Doris  Nolan 
will  go  to  the  trade  on  Nov.  10. 

Mrs.  G.  S.  Gaultakos  Dead 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.— Mrs.  George 
S.  Gaultakos,  52,  wife  of  the  man- 
aging director  of  United  Amusement 
Corp.  of  Montreal,  is  dead  here.  Be- 
sides her  husband,  she  leaves  a  son, 
John,  also  associated  with  UAC,  and 
a  daughter. 


Suggest   British   Government 
Loan  for  Picture  Production 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

recently  suggested  to  Sir  Joseph 
Ball  by  Stephen  L.  Courtauld,  Reg- 
inald P.  Baker  and  Michael  Balcon, 
is  reported  receiving  serious  official 
consideration. 

The  proposal  embodies  a  loan  up 
to  60  per  cent  of  the  total  negative 
cost  of  production  from  the  sum  set 
aside  from  amusement  taxes  for  the 
purpose.  The  loan  would  be  a  first 
lien,  repayable  from  the  films'  gross 
and  would  bear  a  low  rate  of  inter- 
est. Such  government  loans  to  the 
industry  would  take  the  place  of  the 
"subsidy"  that  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion in  trade  circles  and  would 
last  until  the  end  of  hostilities,  as- 
suring the  government  of  entertain- 
ment for  its  troops  and  for  commu- 
nities where  there  is  no  clash  with 
normal  commercial   exhibition. 

Proponents  of  the  scheme  believe 
that  it  would  offer  serious  induce- 
ment to  British  players  now  in  Hol- 
lywood to  return  home,  "helping  to 
reintigrate  production  personnels" 
already  gravely  depleted  by  virtual 
suspension  of  the  Quota  Act. 

A  Central  Administrative  Council 
would  decide  on  the  number  of  pic- 
tures to  be  produced,  examine  the 
producing  companies  which  desired 
to  participate  in  the  scheme  and, 
having  approved  certain  firms,  ap- 
portion the  films.  Participants  would 
bind  themselves  to  a  co-operative 
system  of  production.  Maximum 
and  minimum  production  costs  would 
be   stipulated  by   the   Council. 


Court  Declares  Mistrial 

in  Blythe  vs.  Loew  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  juror  was  ill  and  therefore  the 
jury  was  unable  to  report.  The  jury 
was  dismissed. 

Court  attaches  here  explained 
Judge  Webb  might  decide  the  case 
later  on  the  basis  of  evidence  pre- 
sented in  the  trial  which  began  Oct. 
10,  and  that  a  new  trial  would  not 
be  imperative.  Judge  Webb  opened 
Federal  District  Court  at  Statesville 
yesterday. 

The  jury  retired  for  deliberation 
Friday  after  seeing  a  third  screening 
of  the  M-G-M  short,  "The  Bravest  of 
the  Brave,"  which  Legette  Blythe, 
plaintiff  in  the  action,  contends  was 
based  in  part  on  original  material 
contained  in  his  book,  "Marshal  Ney: 
a  Dual  Life."  The  defense  contends 
that  no  use  whatever  was  made  of 
the  book  or  any  of  its  contents  in  the 
production  of  the  picture. 

It's  "Vision  of  Verdun" 

"Vision  of  Verdun"  is  the  title  Ar- 
thur Mayer  and  Joseph  Burstyn  have 
chosen  for  the  new  French  film, 
"J'Accuse." 


KUYKENDALL  SLATED 
FOR  RE-ELECTION 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — 
Apparently  unopposed,  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall  is  slated  to  be  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  the 
MPTOA  at: 
the  directors' 
meeting  here  j 
today.  From  j 
all  i  n  d  i  c  a  -  \ 
tions,  all  oth- 
er officers,  | 
with  perhaps 
one  excep- 
tion, will  be 
returned  t  o 
their   posts. 

Frank 
Walker  was 
named  gen- 
eral    counsel 

yesterday  to  succeed  Ed  Levy  who 
resigned  several  months  ago.  George 
Aaron,  counsel  for  the  Philadelphia 
unit,  was  appointed  assistant  to 
Walker. 

Leonard  Goldenson  was  delegated 
by  Publix  to  represent  the  circuit  on 
the  board,  filling  the  vacancy  left  by 
Y.  Frank  Freeman  when  the  latter 
was  shifted  to  the  studios. 


ED  KUYKENDALL 


Schram-Goldberg  Launch 

New  Circuit  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Formation  of  a  new  cir- 
cuit is  announced  by  a  spokesman 
for  Wesley  Schram  and  Louis  Gold- 
berg, who  now  operate  the  New  Bijou 
and  Columbia,  downtown  theaters. 
They  are  already  taking  over  the 
Echo,  north  end  house,  from  M.  Rob- 
bins,  and  plan  to  spend  $10,000  at 
once  in  remodelling. 

According  to  statement  to  The 
Film  Daily,  the  new  circuit  will  ac- 
quire about  ten  to  twelve  houses 
within  the  next  few  months,  operat- 
ing in  both  the  neighborhood  and  the 
grind  classes. 

John  Francavilla  Elected 

Election  of  officers  of  Local  702, 
lab.  technicians  union,  at  the  week- 
end saw  all  incumbents  returned  to 
office  with  one  exception.  John  Fran- 
cavilla was  elected  first  vice-presi- 
dent in  a  close  contest  with  Lloyd 
Frank,  who  was  running  for  re- 
election. John  Rugge,  and  William 
Vermont,  president  and  secretary- 
treasurer,  respectively,  were  unop- 
posed to  succeed  themselves. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Indianapolis — Estelle  Nale,  secre- 
tary to  Roy  Churchill,  manager, 
RKO-Radio  branch,  will  marry  Bert 
Nelson  Saturday.  The  wedding  will 
take  place  in  Camby. 

Cincinnati  —  Warner's  Harry 
Brinkman  will  marry  Miss  Ruth 
Sears,  Nov.  11. 

Waldron,  Ark. — Aylene  Tate  and 
Maurice  Farmer,  operator  of  the 
Pines  Theater,  were  married  here. 
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"Allegheny  Uprising" 

with   Claire  Trevor,  John   Wayne, 

George  Sanders 

RKO  Radio  81   Mins 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

SWELL  ACTION  OFFERING  TELLING 
THE  STORY  OF  "THE  FIRST  REBEL" 
SHOULD  CLICK  EASILY. 

The  new  locale — Western  Pennsylvania 
in  1759 — furnishes  the  background  for  this 
stirring,  action  offering.  William  A.  Seiter 
has  provided  strong,  vigorous  direction  in 
his  picturization  of  Neil  H.  Swanson's  fac- 
tual story  "The  First  Rebel."  To  J.  P. 
Wolfson  goes  credit  as  associate  producer 
and  for  writing  a  gripping  screenplay.  Claire 
Trevor  and  John  Wayne  deliver  fine  per- 
formances, the  former  as  the  brave  fiery- 
tempered  daughter  of  the  frontier,  and 
the  latter  as  the  stalwart  leader  of  the 
settlers  who  fought  Indians  and  crooked 
Indian  traders.  Outstanding  is  the  work 
of  Wilfrid  Lawson,  as  the  Indian  scout 
and  teller  of  tall  stories.  Brian  Donlevy 
does  his  usual  effective  work  as  a  crooked 
Indian  trader,  while  John  F.  Hamilton  gives 
an  excellent  performance  as  a  professor. 
George  Sanders  is  convincing  as  the  British 
officer  and  other  principals  include  Robert 
Barrat,  Moroni  Olsen,  Chill  Wills,  Ian 
Wolfe,  Olaf  Hytten.  Nicholas  Musuraca's 
camera  work  is  effective.  When  Indians 
attack  a  settlement  of  whites,  Wayne  and 
his  men,  made  up  as  Indians,  attack  and 
dispose  of  the  real  Indians.  Wayne  in- 
forms the  British  authorities  that  the 
traders  are  supplying  the  Indians  with  rum 
and  munitions  and  a  proclamation  is  issued 
prohibiting  trade  with  the  Redskins.  How- 
ever, Donlevy  gets  around  the  order  by 
persuading  army  clerks  to  issue  military 
permits  to  him,  and  Sanders,  British  of- 
ficer, does  not  realize  his  supply  trains 
are  also  carrying  liquors  and  munitions  to 
be  delivered  to  Indians.  In  a  surprise 
attack,  Wayne  and  eight  other  settlers 
capture  the  fort  kept  by  the  British  and 
which  holds  some  of  the  other  illegal  sup- 
plies. A  little  later  Donlevy  murders  Olsen, 
Wayne's  friend,  and  has  Wayne  tried  for 
the  slaying.  The  trial  comes  to  an  abrupt 
end  when  General  Gage  (Olaf  Hytten) 
who  has  learned  the  true  story,  arrives  and 
orders   Donlevy's  arrest. 

CAST:  Claire  Trevor,  John  Wayne,  George 
Sanders,  Brian  Donlevy,  Wilfrid  Lawson, 
Robert  Barrat,  John  F.  Hamilton,  Moroni 
Olsen,  Eddie  Quillan,  Chill  Wills,  Ian  Wolfe, 
Wallis  Clark,  Monte  Montague,  Olaf  Hytten, 
Eddie    Waller,    Clay    Clement. 

CREDITS:  Pandro  S.  Berman  in  Charge 
of  Production;  Producer,  P.  J.  Wolfson; 
Director,  William  A.  Seiter;  Based  on  fac- 
tual story  "The  First  Rebel"  by  Neil  H. 
Swanson;  Screenplay,  P.  J.  Wolfson;  Cam- 
eraman, Nicholas  Musuraca,  ASC;  Art  Di- 
rector, Van  Nest  Polglase;  Associate,  Al- 
bert D'Agostino;  Dance  Director,  David 
Robel;  Musical  Director,  Anthony  Collins; 
Editor,  George  Crone;  Sound,  Earl  A. 
Wolcott. 

DIRECTION,  Vigorous.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Very  Good. 

Jack  Lykes'  Father  Dead 

Cleveland  —  Charles  Lykes,  63, 
father  of  Jack  Lykes,  manager  of 
Loew's  Stillman  theater,  is  dead  in 
Canton. 


"On  Your  Toes" 

with   Zorina,    Eddie   Albert,   Alan    Hale 
Warners  94  Mins. 

SPARKLING  MUSICAL  COMEDY  WITH 
BROADWAY'S  ZORINA  AND  A  FINE 
CAST   IS  SOLIDLY   ENTERTAINING. 

The  Rodgers  and  Hart  stage  success  of 
a  few  seasons  back  has  been  faithfully 
reproduced  by  Warners,  with  all  the  mad 
antics  and  tuneful  music  of  the  show  in- 
tact, and  embellished  by  the  charm  and 
grace  of  the  incomparable  Zorina.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  picture  has  been  endowed 
with  a  fine  supporting  cast.  All  in  all  it 
makes  solid  entertainment  for  any  type 
of  audience.  Too  much  can't  be  said 
about  Zorina,  who  photographs  beautifully, 
acts  in  a  demure  and  charming  fashion  and 
dances  with  superlative  artistry.  Included 
in  the  supporting  cast,  in  addition  to 
Eddie  Aibert,  who  turns  in  a  bang-up  per- 
formance opposite  Zorina,  are  such  tal- 
ented performers  as  Alan  Hale,  Leonid 
Kinsky,  Erik  Rhodes,  James  Gleason,  Quee- 
nie  Smith  and  Gloria  Dickson.  The  produc- 
tion numbers  in  the  film  are  outstanding 
and  the  dance  numbers  have  been  handled 
deftly  by  George  Balanchine.  Ray  Enright 
directs  the  film  smoothly  and  maintains 
an  even  pace  throughout.  In  molding  the 
film  as  a  straight  comedy,  for  expediency's 
sake  some  of  the  singing  interludes  in  the 
original  show  were  dispensed  with,  but 
the  music  of  the  show  has  been  kept  in- 
tact. Albert  abandons  his  family's  vaude- 
ville act  to  be  a  composer,  and  becomes 
involved  with  a  Russian  ballet  troupe  whose 
prima  ballerina  is  Zorina.  An  accident 
occurs  to  a  member  of  the  troupe  and 
Eddie  is  pressed  into  service,  but  he  ruins 
the  act.  However,  the  critics  hail  his 
blunder  as  a  new  technique  and  the  troupe 
becomes  famous.  Eddie,  however,  disap- 
pears when  he  believes  he  has  embar- 
rassed everybody  by  his  mistake,  but  shows 
up  in  time  to  replace  the  maitre  de  ballet, 
opposite  Zorina,  in  a  new  appearance  for 
the  troupe  when  that  gentleman  breaks 
his  ankle.  The  jealous  impresario  tries  to 
murder  Eddie,  but  is  foiled,  and  he  and 
Zorina   are  happily  reunited. 

CAST:  Zorina,  Eddie  Albert,  James  Glea- 
son, Alan  Hale,  Frank  McHugh,  Leonid 
Kinjky,  Gloria  Dickson,  Queenie  Smith,  Erik 
Rhodes,  Berton  Churchill,  Sarita  Wooten, 
Donald    O'Connor. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warner  Bros.; 
Director,  Ray  Enright;  Screenplay,  Jerry 
Wald  and  Richard  Macaulay;  Based  on  the 
Richard  Rodgers-Lorenz  Hart  show,  "On 
Your  Toes";  Cameraman,  James  Wong 
Howe;  Editor,  Clarence     Kolster. 

DIRECTION,  Lively.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"Futurama"  as  Col.  Short 
Sans  General  Motors  Plug 

Columbia  will  release  a  one-reel 
special  short  dealing  with  the  "Fu- 
turama" which  Norman  Bel  Geddes 
designed  for  General  Motors  exhi- 
bition at  the  New  York  World's  Fair. 
Film  titled,  "The  World  of  1960," 
was  produced  by  B.  K.  Blake.  The 
film  is  said  to  contain  no  reference 
to  the  General  Motors  exhibit  and, 
it  is  added,  was  placed  in  production 
as  a  straight  audience  attraction. 


"Desperate  Trails" 

with  Johnny  Mack  Brown,  Bob  Baker, 

Fuzzy    Knight 

Universal  58    Mins. 

LAUGHS  COMBINED  WITH  ACTION 
MAKE  THIS  WESTERN  PLEASINGLY  DIF- 
FERENT. 

Combining  comedy  with  action  in  large 
portions,  this  new  Universal  shoot-em-up 
should  please  the  cowboy  fans  no  end. 
At  times,  it  comes  suspiciously  close  to 
the  burlesque  mark,  but  all  in  all,  it  is 
good  entertainment,  and  certainly  different 
from  the  stereotyped  formula  of  crooked 
sheriff  story.  Johnny  Mack  Brown  heads  a 
cast  of  pleasing  performers  that  embraces, 
Kenny  Baker  and  songs,  Fuzzy  Knight  and 
comedy,  Frances  Robinson  and  feminine 
pulchritude,  and  Russell  Simpson,  an  amus- 
ing outlaw  master  mind.  Brown  has  the 
usual  amount  of  trouble  all  western  heroes 
do  in  breaking  up  the  outlaw  gang,  but 
he  does,  and  he  also  gets  Frances.  How- 
ever, all  this  is  not  accomplished  without 
a  broadside  of  comedy  sequences  that  will 
keep  an  audience  laughing. 

CAST:  Johnny  Mack  Brown;  Frances  Rob- 
inson, Fuzzy  Knight,  Russell  Simpson,  Bill 
Cody,  Jr.,  Bob  Baker,  Charles  H.  Wilson, 
Ed  Cassidy.  Charles  Stevens,  Ralph  Dunn. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Albert 
Ray;  Original  Screenplay,  Andrew  Bennison; 
Cameraman,  Jerry  Ash;  Editor,  Louis  Sackin. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Ireland's  Border  Line" 

with  Jimmy  O'Dea,  Myrette  Morven 
William   Alexander  65   Mins. 

COMEDY  WITH  WEAK  STORY  BUT 
LOTS  OF  IRISH  HUMOR  IS  ENTERTAIN- 
ING. 

Irish  humor  at  its  best  makes  this  pic- 
tyre  amusing  and  entertaining.  The  story, 
however,  is  second-rate,  but  the  cast  is  sin- 
cere and  works  hard.  Jimmy  O'Dea  is 
more  than  competent  as  the  leading  com- 
edian in  the  cast.  Myrette  Morven  pro- 
vides the  female  Irish  charm,  and  Ronald 
Maloomson,  Noel  Purcell  and  J.  H.  Edwin 
contribute  heavily  in  the  matter  of  laughs. 
Plot  concerns  the  difficulties  of  O'Dea,  a 
mechanic,  when  he  gets  mixed  up  with 
police  looking  for  a  jewel  thief.  Iden- 
tical suitcases  used  by  the  thief  and  our 
mechanic  friend  cause  most  of  the  trou- 
ble. However,  there  is  an  underlying  ef- 
fort in  the  story  to  point  out  the  fact 
that  both  the  north  and  south  of  Ireland 
are  working  for  harmony,  and  will  achieve 
it   some   day. 

CAST:  Jimmy  O'Dea,  Myrette  Morven, 
J.  H.  Edwin,  Hazel  Hughes,  Ronald  Maloom- 
son, Noel  Purcell,  Ken  Warrington,  Julie 
Swedo,    Jimmy    Wildman,    Tom    Dunne. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Harry 
O'Donovan.  Presented  at  the  Belmont  The- 
ater. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"The  Affair  Lafora 


with  Corinne  Luchaire,  Annie  Ducaux 
Transatlantique    Films,    Inc.  84   Mins. 

INTERESTING  STORY  AND  FIRST  RATE 
ACTING  MAKE  FRENCH  PIX  ENTER 
TAINING  SCREENFARE. 

Based  on  a  novel  which  tells  the  family 
story  of  two  sisters,  this  new  French  im- 
portation is  suspenseful.  The  story  is  told 
in  flashback  form  as  the  plot  unfolds,  and 
but  for  several  plot  complications  which 
get  too  complicated,  it  has  been  interest- 
ingly handled.  The  cast  is  able,  and  the 
two  principal  roles  are  neatly  characterized 
by  Corinne  Luchaire  and  Annie  Duceux. 
Picture  opens  with  the  two  sisters,  Corinne 
and  Annie,  running  in  a  French  museum, 
with  Corinne  shot  by  her  sister  when  she 
won't  stop.  Story  goes  on  from  that  point 
after  they  are  hauled  into  court  and  an 
explanation  is  demanded  by  the  judge. 

CAST:  Corinne  Luchaire,  Annie  Duceux, 
Raymond  Rouleau,  Roger  Duchesne,  Pauline 
Carton,  Jacques  Copeau,  Marguerite  Angel, 
Armand   Bernard,   Claude   Dauphin,   Dalio. 

CREDITS:  Cipra-Films  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Leonid  Moguy.  Presented  at  the  Little 
Carnegie  Playhouse  with  French  dialogue 
and   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Testimonial  to  Widhoff 

Some  50  members  of  RKO  Radio's 
personnel  will  tender  a  testimonial 
luncheon  today  in  Hickory  House, 
on  West  52nd  St.,  to  Eugene  Wid- 
hoff, veteran  member  of  the  com- 
pany's art  department.  Widhoff  is 
taking  a  leave  of  absence  in  Tucson, 
Ariz.,  following  10  years  of  service 
under  the  RKO  banner. 


"Rena,  Rama 
Sanningen" 

(Nothing  but  the  Truth) 

with   Erik  Berglund,  Sickan  Carlsson, 

Hakan    Westergren 

Scandinavian   Talking   Pictures         79  Mins. 

MERRY  COMEDY  WITH  FINE  CAST 
IS    FIRST-RATE    ENTERTAINMENT. 

The  art  theater  audiences  will  enjoy  this 
new  Swedish  picture,  a  highly  amusing 
comedy.  The  film  has  been  adequately 
equipped  with  English  titles.  The  cast 
is  expert.  Hakan  Westergren,  a  bank 
clerk  who  bets  money  that  doesn't  belong 
to  him;  Sickan  Carlsson,  his  attractive  fian- 
cee; Erik  Berglund,  Tollie  Zellman  and 
Ake  Soderblom  headline  the  cast.  Story 
is  concerned  with  the  efforts  of  Wester- 
gren to  win  a  bet  as  he  stands  to  lose 
everything  if  he  doesn't,  having  bet  his 
fiancee's  money  that  he  won't  tell  a  lie 
for  24  hours.  He  finally  wins,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  complications   to  overcome. 

CAST:  Erik  Berglund,  Sickan  Carlsson, 
Hakan  Westergren,  Ake  Soderblom,  Tollie 
Zellman,  Eric  Abrahamson,  Milding  Gavie, 
Marianne  Lofgren,  Maritta  Marke,  Karin 
Nordgren,  Thor  Modeen,  Torsten  Winge, 
Richard   Lund,  Douglas  Hage. 

CREDITS:  A.  B.  Svensk  Film  Production; 
Director,  Weyler  Hildebrand.  Presented  at 
the  48th  St.  Theater  with  Swedish  dialogue 
and  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Leichter  to  Visit  Keys 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Mitch  Leichter  has 
"She  Goes  to  War"  prepared  for 
distribution  and  leaves  for  the  terri- 
tories in  about  ten  days,  making  all 
the  key  cities. 
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?  URGES  AMENDMENT 
„    OF  NEUTRALITY  ACT 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

product,  but  the  MPTOA  is  seeking 
*f*an  °mendment  to  Section  2,  Para- 
gr;  C  which  deals  with  the  loss  of 
sucn  right  which  would  read  as 
follows : 

"Provided,  however,  that  the  pro- 
vision of  this  section  shall  not  apply 
to  copyrighted  articles  or  artistic  or 
literary  work,  if  the  exporter  shall 
file    in    advance    of    exportation    or 
^transportation  with  the  Collector  of 
i  the  Port  from  or  through  which  they 
(tare   to   be   exported,   duly    acknowl- 
edged written  waiver  of  any  claim 
L  arising    out    of    the    confiscation    or 
I  destruction    of    or    damage    to    such 
][,  copyrighted  articles   or  copyrighted 
|  material  by  the  government  of  any 
I,  State   named   in    such   proclamation 
1  or   by    any    political    subdivision    of 
jjij  any  such  State  or  by  any  person  act- 
j  ing  for  or  on  behalf  of  the  govern- 
ment of  any  such  State." 
i      The  MPTOA  foresees  an  irrepar- 
s  able  damage  to  the  industry  if  the 
I  measure     is     passed     without     the 
amendment,    although    it    is    inter- 
:  ested  primarily  from  the  standpoint 
9  of  a  possible  advance  in  film  rentals. 
Is      In  order  to  off-set  public  opinion 
that  producers  may  curtail   quality 
[,'  because  of  the  loss  of  the  European 
market,  the  board  urged  in  the  form 
of  a   resolution   that   the   producers 
maintain  quality  in  pictures  because 
any    deviation    from    such    a    policy 
would  hurt   both   the   domestic   and 
foreign  markets. 

In  regard  to  Ascap  the  directors 
felt  that  no  aggressive  act  against 
i  the  organization  should  be  made  un- 
1  til  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  passes 
i  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
!  Washington  State  statute  outlawing 
j  Ascap. 

I  The  board  went  on  record  as  com- 
i  mending  producers  for  refusing  to 
i  supply  pictures  for  television  use. 
i  Regarding  the  war  situation,  the 
il  board  deemed  it  advisable  to  urge 
ji  exhibitors  to  be  patriotic  but  not  to 
,  show  propaganda  pictures  which 
would  have  a  tendency  to  lead  the 
i'  country  into  war. 


Wolfson  at  KTOA  Parley 

Miami — Mitchell  Wolfson,  general 
manager  of  Wometco  chain,  killing 
two  birds  with  one  stone  over  the 
week-end  in  Asheville,  N.  C.  Attend- 
ing Southeastern  Theater  Owners 
Association  convention,  and  checking 
progress  on  his  new  mountain  lodge 
now  in  construction  in  Carolina  hills. 


Warner  Club  Sets  Party 

The  New  York  Warner  Club  will 
hold  its  annual  Hallowe'en  Party 
and  Masquerade  on  Friday  at  the 
home   office  club  rooms. 


McRaven  with  BFR 

Cincinnati — J.  R.  McRaven,  who 
served  Metro  for  eight  years,  is  now 
general  sales  manager  for  the  Indi- 
anapolis office  of  Big  Feature  Rights. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Information   Please" 

(RKO  Pathe  No.  2) 

RKO  Pathe  9  Mins. 

Solid   Entertainment 

Again  the  "Information  Please"  ra- 
dio program  provides  solid  enter- 
tainment in  the  medium  of  celluloid, 
and  this  second  of  the  series  pro- 
duced by  Frederic  Ullman,  Jr.,  is  a 
sure  shot  to  please  fans  everywhere. 
Clifton  Fadiman,  literary  critic  of 
the  New  York  magazine,  presides  as 
usual,  leveling  a  barrage  of  ques- 
tions at  the  "experts,"  John  Kieran, 
Franklin  P.  Adams,  Oscar  Lavant. 
and  the  special  guest,  the  former 
heavyweight  champion  of  the  world, 
Gene  Tunney.  The  latter  is  revealed 
as  an  "authority"  on  Shakespeare. 
Queries  are  original  and  amusing. 
Footage  never  lags,  and  is  a  good 
harbinger  of  further  screen  success 
for  this  series. 


"Acres  Of  Plenty" 

(Reelism  No.  2) 

RKO  Pathe  9  Mins. 

Highly  Interesting 

Uncle  Sam's  scientific  farm  at  El 
Solyo  in  the  Far  West  is  revealed 
as  a  project  which  gives  "between 
seasons"  employment  to  many  itin- 
erant farm  hands.  Through  the 
medium  of  irrigation,  the  acres  are 
made  to  produce  bountifully.  An 
unusually  wide  variety  of  crops  are 
raised  via  proper  rotation  and  skill. 
Among  these  rice  and  English  wal- 
nuts, the  latter  being  made  possible 
by  the  grafting  of  portions  of  these 
trees  to  the  black  walnut  family. 
The  farm  is  virtually  non-competi- 
tive with  acreage  in  the  same  vicin- 
ity, and  because  of  the  plan  of  op- 
eration which  is  beneficial  to  the 
workers  the  profits  are  small.  Foot- 
age is  highly  interesting  and  ex- 
cellently photographed  under  the  su- 
pervision of  Frank  Donovan.  Fred- 
eric Ullman,  Jr.,  is  the  producer  and 
narration  is  impressively  handled  by 
Harry  Von  Zell. 


"Hunting  Hounds" 

(RKO  Pathe  Sportscope  No.  2) 

RKO  Pathe  9  Mins. 

Exciting  Stuff 

Riding  to  hounds  has  a  far  more 
virile  meaning  to  sportsmen  in  the 
rugged  lands  of  the  West  than  to 
corresponding  type  of  hunters  in  the 
East.  Whereas  the  latter  use  their 
fox  hounds,  the  former  use  the  breed 
known  as  the  Blue  Tick  hound.  Fur- 
thermore, while  the  Eastern  frater- 
nity goes  forth  in  rather  formal, 
gala  riding  array,  the  folks  out  West 
are  decked  only  in  their  unimpres- 
sive work-a-day  clothes, — boots, 
chaps,  checkered  shirts,  ten-gallon 
hats,  and  all.  The  quarry,  too,  is 
different,  for  while  it's  the  fox  in 
the  East  it's  the  wildcat  in  the  West. 
This  short  shows  the  hunt  for  the 
"cat,"  which  is  at  best  a  bad  cus- 
tomer, but  notwithstanding,  the 
hunters  literally  "bag"  them,  and 
it's  exciting  stuff  which  audiences 
are  bound  to  like.  Andre  Baruch 
supplies  the  narration. 


COMPROMISE  ON  LA. 
EXCHANGE  TAX  SEEN 


New  Orleans  —  Louisiana's  long 
drawn  controversy  with  film  ex- 
changes over  arbitrarily  assessed 
personal  property  taxes  seemed  on 
its  way  to  a  settlement  this  week  as 
the  State  tentatively  agreed  to  ac- 
cept a  plan  offered  by  the  exchanges 
upon  which  to  tax  the  film  in  their 
vaults. 

The  plan,  which  had  been  origin- 
ally proposed  by  Rosen,  Kammer, 
Wolf  and  Farrar,  attorneys  for  the 
exchanges,  had  never  been  seriously 
opposed  by  the  state  as  far  as  a  rate 
base  was  concerned,  but  tax  asses- 
sors had  refused  to  allow  progres- 
sive depreciation  on  film. 

Under  the  present  suggestion,  film 
would  depreciate  progressively  over 
a  year's  period  and  then  have  a 
fixed  value  of  30  cents  a  reel,  ex- 
cepting news  reels  which  become  ob- 
solete after  the  first  month.  The 
rate  base  is:  1  to  3  months,  $15  a 
reel;  3  to  6,  $7.50;  6  to  9,  $3.75;  9  to 
12,  $1.67.  Newsreels  during  the 
first  month  are  assessed  at  $15. 

The  state  had  originally  planted 
an  abitrary  assessment  of  $50,000 
on  each  exchange  regardless  of  size. 
The  figures  arrived  at  did  not  allow 
for  film  served  out  of  New  Orleans 
for  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Flo- 
rida and  hence  not  taxable. 

Under  the  present  plan  exchanges 
would  have  to  make  an  audit  of  their 
stocks  during  1937,  such  figures  to 
serve  as  their  assessment  for  1938, 
and  a  separate  audit  for  1938,  which 
would  serve  as  a  base  for  1939.  The 
state  would  have  the  right  to  check 
back  on  all  figures.  Under  the  com- 
promise the  highest  assessment  for 
majors  would  be  $21,850;  the  lowest 
$8,025. 


Claim  Astor-Bijou-Morosco 
Tax  Assessments  "Correct" 


The  Tax  Commission  of  New  York 
City  filed  a  return  yesterday  in  New 
York  Supreme  Court  to  a  writ 
brought  by  Astor  -  Bijou  -  Morosco 
Theaters  Realty  Corp.  which  seeks  a 
reduction  of  $480,000  on  assessments 
for  the  years  1933  and  1934  on  the 
theaters.  Assessments  have  totaled 
$2,840,000  for  1933,  and  $2,590,000 
for  1934. 

The  Commission  requested  a  dis- 
missal of  the  writ,  claiming  that  the 
assessments  were  correct  and  proper. 

Frudenfeld  Again  Barker 

Cincinnati  —  Col.  Arthur  Fruden- 
feld, general  manager  of  RKO  Thea- 
ters, was  re-elected  Chief  Barker  at 
the  Queen  City  Variety  Club  annual 
election  by  the  Crew,  with  20th-Fox 
manager  J.  J.  Grady,  first  chief 
Barker;  Andy  Niedenthal,  second 
chief  Barker;  Ralph  Kinsler,  Warner 
manager,  treasurer;  and  Sol  Green- 
berg,  secretary. 

Chi.'s  New  Essex  Opens 

Chicago — The  new  Essex,  under 
management  of  Fred  Mindlin  has 
opened  with  a  single  feature  policy. 
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TRUE    STORIES   FROM  ALTEC   FILES 

Exhibitors  Praise 
Altec  Technique 
to  Improve  Sound 

LEBANON,  N.  H.— "I 
not  only  have  to  sell 
my  shows  to  my  pa- 
trons, but  also  sell  them 
on  my  theatre.  Since  I 
installed  your  new  high 
quality  response  sound 
we  all  feel  that  we  have 

the  finest  sound  in  this  section. "Vincent  J. 

Mollica,  manager,  Lebanon  Opera  House. 

CHATTANOOGA, 

TENN.— "Judging  from 
your  new  modifications 
in  the  American  Thea- 
tre, we  have  great  ex- 
pectations for  our  other 
theatres,  and  request 
the  earliest  possible  ap- 
plication to  the  rest  of 
our  circuit."  Abe  Solomon,  Independent 
Theatres,  Inc. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
—"If  the  improvement 
had  cost  three  times 
what  you  charged,  the 
improvement  would 
still  have  been  more 
than  worth  it."  J.  J. 
Franklin,  Strand 
Theatre. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA  — 
"The  improvements 
made  by  Altec  have  re- 
sulted not  only  in  an 
increase  of  power 
which  is  more  than 
ample,  but  also  in  a  re- 
markable clarity  of  re- 
production." C.  J. 
Chandler,  Roxy  Amusement  Co. 

•  •  • 

Let  the  Altec  man  in  your  locality  explain  to 
you,  without  obligation,  how  the  Altec  tech- 
nique for  sound  betterment  can  improve  the 
sound  in  your  theatre. 


250  West  57th  Street,  New  York  City 
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SHE  GOES  TO  WAR 

Directed  by  HENRY  KING 
Story  *y  RUPERT  HUGHES 


// 


NOW  SELLING 


STATE    RIGHT 


TERRITORIES 


(Including  All  the  Foreign) 


FOR 


LIVE  WIRE  DISTRIBUTORS 


One  of  the  Best  Pictures 
Directed  by  HENRY  KING 


BROUGHT  BACK  TO 

BUILD  BOX  OFFICE 

BY  EXHIBITOR  DEMAND 


THRILLS!       ROMANCE!       ACTION! 
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Write  or  Wire 


MITCH   LEICHTER 

420  Taft  Building 
Hollywood,  Calif. 


ALL 

EXHIBITORS  CASH  IN  NOW 

SEE  YOUR  INDEPENDENT 

EXCHANGE  IN  YOUR 

TERRITORY 


FCC  May  Recommend  Limited  Commercial  Tele  Policy 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


(See  Column  1  Below) 
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MPTOA  Moves  to  Rally  Exhibs.  Against  Neely  Bill 

CODE  FOTlNDUSTRY  EVENTUALLY- W.  FJODGERS 

Dr.  Giannini  Sees  War  Failing  to  Cut  1940-41  Films 


Curtailment     of     Production 

Unlikely  on  Coast, 

Exec.  Believes 

"The  American  industry  is  an  es- 
tablished business,  its  product  in 
permanent  demand,  and  war  or  no 
war,  approximately  the  same  num- 
ber of  pictures  will  be  produced  in 
1940-41  as  this  year,"  Dr.  A.  H. 
Giannini  told  The  Film  Daily  yes- 
terday. The  former  UA  prexy  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  producers 
undoubtedly  would  be  conservative, 
trimming  expenditures  wherever 
possible,  without,  however,  curtail- 
ment in  production. 

Dr.     Giannini    is    optimistic  ,  that 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


LIMITED  COMMERCIAL 
TELE  POLICY  EXPECTED 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — That  a  limited  com- 
mercial policy  for  television  will  be 
recommended  in  the  FCC  report 
which  will  be  released  around  Nov. 
1,  was  reported  yesterday  by  sources 
close  to  the  situation.  It  was  also 
understood  that  television  stations 
will  be  able  to  charge  for  all  costs, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Capitol  May  Have  "GWTW" 
as  Road  Show  for  a  Run 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  have 
its  New  York  first-run  at  the  Cap- 
itol, in  all  probability  being  put  in 
the  house  on  a  road  show  basis  to 
run  four  to  six  months,  while  top 
flight  Metro  product  will  be  opened 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

1940  Technicolor  Schedule 
Calls  for  3-4  Pix  at  Time 


War  Baby,  Maybe? 

Wall  Street  circles  yesterday  were 
said  to  be  interested  in  the  prospects 
of  Ceneral  Theater  Equipment  Com- 
pany stock  in  the  event  of  repeal  of 
the  neutrality  laws.  Company  is  geared 
to  make  precision  instruments,  gun  sights 
and  other  necessary  war  materials,  it 
was   said. 


RFC  GRANTS  $450,000 
LOAN  TO  GRAND  NAT'L 


Washington    Bureau   of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington— A  loan  of  $600,000 
was  negotiated  yesterday  by  Earle 
W.  Hammons,  president  of  Grand 
National,  it  was  revealed  by  Ham- 
mons following  his  successful  visit. 
Of  this  sum  $450,000  is  a  loan  from 
the  RFC,  the  remaining  $150,000 
from   Electrical   Research   Products. 

The  RFC  loan  will  result  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Uniform  Clearance  System 
Taking  Shape  on  the  Coast 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — 
A  uniform  system  of  clearance  for 
the  Pacific  Coast  is  being  worked 
out  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference 
of  independent  theater  owners,  ac- 
cording   to    H.   V.    Harvey   of    San 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


Matter,  However,  Now  Rests  Mainly  With  Exhibitors, 

Exec.  Indicates — Says  Majority  Want  Code, 

But  Government  Stymies  Distributors 

By  AL  STEEN.  FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va.— Belief  that  a  code  eventually 
"would  have  a  place  in  this  industry"  was  expressed  here  yester- 
day by  W.  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  general  sales  manager, 


CONFERENCES  BETTER 
THAN  A  CODE-MYERS 


before    the 


Pittsburgh — Round  table  confer- 
ences between  distributors  and  ex- 
hibitors were  seen  as  more  bene- 
ficial than  a  trade  practice  code  by 
Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  board  chair- 
man, addressing  the  MPTO  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  convention  here 
yesterday. 

Myers    also   dealt   with   television 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Para. -National  Screen  Deal 
Reported  in  Closing  Stage 

Paramount-National  Screen  Ser- 
vice deal  again  neared  closing  yes- 
terday, with  the  latter  organization 
reported  as  studying  counter-pro- 
posals from  Paramount. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  deal  as  it 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


MPTOA  Moves  Against  Neely  Bill- 
Urges  More  Distrib.  Concessions 


NLRB  Orders  Elections 

in  4  Cartoon  Studios 


Technicolor's    1940    schedule   calls 

for  the  simultaneous  production  of 

three   to   four   features   throughout 

the  12-month  span,  according  to  Dr. 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — NLRB  yesterday  an- 
nounced secret  elections  to  be  held 
within  30  days  among  all  produc- 
tion employes  in  four  animated  car- 
toon studios  in  Hollywood  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  they  desire  to 

(Continued   on   Page   6) 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — 
A  move  to  rally  exhibitors  into  a 
campaign  which  would  offset  the 
agitation  by  some  groups  for  pass- 
age of  the  Neely  bill  was  launched 
yesterday  by  the  MPTOA  board  of 
directors.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
if  all  distributors  would  grant  con- 
cessions involving  20  per  cent  can- 
cellation and  the  non-forcing  of 
shorts    with    features    it   would    do 

(Continued  on   Page   4) 


informal  talk 
Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Rodgers 
told  the  del- 
egates that 
he  was  pres- 
ent only  as  a 
r  e  p  r  e  s  en- 
tative  of 
Loew's,  Inc., 
and  not  in 
any  other 
capacity, 
stressing  the 
fact  that  he 
was  not 
speaking  for 
the  industry  or  any  part  of 

(Continued    on   Page    4) 


in  an 
MPTOA 


W.    F.    RODGERS 


it  ex- 


MPTOA  COM.  TO  PROBE 
WAR  EFFECTS  ON  PIX 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va.— 
Appointment  of  a  fact-finding  com- 
mittee which  would  thoroughly  probe 
the  effects  of  the  war  on  the  film  in- 
dustry is  being  considered  by  the 
MPTOA. 

While  no  official  action  was  taken 
on  the  proposal  by  the  directors  at 

(Continued   on   Page    6) 

Para.  Can't  Yank  Stars 

Off  Radio,  Says  Balaban 

Apprised  yesterday  of  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  ATO  of  In- 
diana's annual  convention  in  In- 
dianapolis, calling  upon  Paramount 
to  withdraw  Jack  Benny,  Bing  Cros- 
by and  Bob  Burns  from  the  radio, 
Barney  Balaban,  Paramount's  pres- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 


Am.     Seat.  12V4     12 


Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

%' 
Va 


12      — 

m  + 

19         

VA    

10  +  1/4 
1631/2  +  i/2 
164       +  3 

12%   +     % 

353/4  +  V/a 

105  3-6  106       +  31/4 

8  83/g    +      i/4 

83       +  iy4 

9V2    +      % 

10%  —     1/4 

VA  —     Va 

H1/4  +     1/4 


73/8 

19 

1% 

9% 


82 

9i/4 

10% 

l'/2 


Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (21/2%)    71/2 
Columbia    Picts.   pfd.     19 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1  % 

Con.    Fm.     Ind.    pfd..    10 

East.     Kodak     1 63 1/2  163 

do     pfd 164       161 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 13%     12'/2 

Loew's,    Inc 36         343/4 

do     pfd 106 

Paramount    8V2 

Paramount     1st     pfd..    83 
Paramount    2nd    pfd..     9/2 

Pathe    Film     11% 

RKO     15/8 

20th    Century-Fox     . .    14'/2     14% 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    23%     23%     23% 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 43/8       4%       43/8   +     y4 

do    pfd 49         47         49       +2 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3%s46     99         98         98       —  1 

Para.    B'way   3s55" 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47    82Vi     82         82%   +      % 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48  8034     SO'A     80%   +   ' % 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.         .1  1  1       —     i/8 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor    13V4     123/8     13       +■"% 

Trans-Lux     1  %       1  %       1  %  —     l/8 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      2%       23/4       2%      

Universal  Picts 7%       7%       7%   +     % 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd IOO1/2 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty   6s    1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.   2nd  deb.   '45..   63         66 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 60         62 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh   Ave. 
"New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Settle  Tele  Jurisdiction 
First,  Then  Talk,  NBC  View 


Some  Senators  and  Newsmen     ^■^^^^^^■^i 
Don't  Fancy_Capras  Film  COm„,G    (,„„   QQ^^ 


NBC  and  Actors'  Equity  did  not  j 
get  together  yesterday  to  discuss  | 
television  fees  and  working  condi- 
tions because  of  the  network's  con- 
tention that  the  theatrical  unions 
have  not  settled  the  jurisdictional 
problems  over  television.  While  it 
was  believed  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  representatives  of 
both  groups  to  confer  yesterday,  a 
network  official  stated  that  no  ar- 
rangements had  been  made  bv  NBC 
for  such  a  discussion. 

It  was  declared,  however,  that 
NBC  and  the  proper  talent  union 
may  sit  down  to  discuss  terms  after 
the  theatrical  unions  have  agreed  on 
which  organization  has  jurisdiction 
in  the  field. 

Equity,  however,  declared  that 
some  action  may  be  expected  short- 
ly, but  it  was  also  declared  that 
such  action  might  be  taken  through 
the  4A's,  parent  theatrical  group. 
It  is  possible  that  the  theatrical 
unions  may  "divide"  television  and 
set  up  a  co-operative  board  /to  ad- 
minister it.  In  such  a  case/ Screen 
Actors'  Guild  might  have  jurisdiction 
over  television's  use  of  films,  while 
Equity,  AFRA  and  other  /affiliated 
unions  might  have  control  of  live 
shows  in  which  their  members  ap 
pear. 


'Babes  in  Arms"  Running 
Ahead  in  First  Key  Spots 


Metro's  "Babes  in  Arms"  ik  show- 
ing unusual  drawing  power  m.  its 
first  key  city  engagements,  accord- 
ing to  newest  home  office  reports 
from  33  engagements. 

Musical,  starring  Mickey  Rooney 
and  Judy  Garland,  did  outstanding 
business,  topping  "The  Women"  and 
"Wizard  of  Oz"  in  23  situations  each, 
ind  beat  "Boys'  Town"  in  19  spots 
^isrures  of  such  other  M-G-M  gros- 
sers  as  "Maytime,"  "San  Francisco'' 
^nd  "Test  Pilot"  were  also  exceeded 
in  many  openings. 

Normal  business  was  far  eclipsed 
in  every  one  of  the  engagements, 
ranging  up  to  133  per  cent  over  nor- 
mal in  Merrmhis,  127  per  cent  in 
Baltimore.  126  per  cent  in  Louisville 
120  per  cent  in  Harrisburg,  118  per 
"ent  in  Indianapolis,  109  per  cent  in 
New  York,  and  108  per  cent  in  Hous- 
ton. 

In  14  cities,  "Babes  in  Arms"  beat 
"11  five  of  th«"=e  money-makers:  "The 
Women."  "Wizard,"  "Andv  Hardy 
Oets  Spring  Fever"  and  "Boys' 
Town." 


Harrison  Rites  Today 

Funeral  rites  for  Sam  Harrison 
manager  of  the  Ziee'feld  productions 
>*etv"en  1907  and  1930.  will  be  held 
m  Omnbell's  Chapel,  Madison  Ave. 
and   81st   St.  at  11   a.m.  todav. 


Boyer  as  Propagandist? 

Paris  (  By  Cable) — Charles  Boyer 
shortlv  will  be  recalled  from  ser- 
vice at  the  front  to  undertake  a  pro- 
pi  eanda  assip-nment  in  the  U.  S.,  it 
was  reported  here  yesterday. 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  There  are  some 
folks  here  who  don't  relish  Colum- 
bia's "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washing- 
ton," it  appears. 

Among  them  is  Majority  Leader 
Barkley  who  told  newsmen  the 
Frank  Capra  pix  "makes  the  Sen- 
ate look  like  a  bunch  of  crooks." 

And  while  the  National  Press 
Club  sponsored  the  world  premiere 
of  the  pix  here,  some  Washington 
correspondents  don't  fancy  one  char- 
acter, described  as  "a  consistently 
stewed  reporter." 

Story  in  the  Washington  Times- 
Herald  says  that  to  "get  hunk^*^ 
group  of  Senators  have  organized 
to  put  through  the  Neely  bill  in  the 
House  by  "using  their  influence." 

Andrew  R.  Kelley,  Times-Herald 
pix  critic,  writes  however  that 
"Capra  should  be  commended  for  not 
nulling  his  punches"  and  points  out 
that  "the  humorous  side  arises  from 
the  fact  that  Congress  has  *been 
slapped  before"  in  several  stage 
plays  "yet  no  angry  threats  of  re- 
strictive legislation  for  the  theater 
were  heard  as  punitive  punishment." 


DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  planes  in  from  the 
Coast  today  via  American  for  a  short  stay,  re- 
turning to  Hollywood  probably  at  the  week-end. 

AL  LICHTMAN  arrives  from   the  Coast  today. 

CILBERT    MILLER    sailed    yesterday    for    Italy 

o-,    the   Conte   di    Savoia. 

PAUL  VINCENT  CARROLL  arrives  here  from 
Europe   next  week. 

MR.  and  MRS.  P.  J.  WOLFSON  are  J  rhe 
Sherry    Netherland. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK.  board  chairman  of 
20th-Fox,  expects  to  return  to  the  Coast  with- 
'n   the   next   week. 


Austin  Keough  in  Texas 

for  Directorate  Parley 

Current  presence  in  Texas  of  Aus- 
tin Keough,  head  of  Paramount's 
legal  department,  is  in  no  way 
linked  to  the  probe  being  conducted 
by  that  state's  Attorney  General's 
office  into  so-called  "big-  business," 
including  theater  circuits,  it  was 
learned  yesterday. 

Keough's  visit  instead  has  as  its 
purpose  attendance  at  a  meeting  of 
the  directorate  of  the  circuit  oper- 
ated by  J.  C.  Clemmons  and  Sol  Gor- 
don, Paramount  partners. 

Inasmuch  as  reports  from  Dallas 
mentioned  the  Clemmons-Gordon 
theaters,  together  with  the  Inter- 
state and  Texas  Consolidated  cir- 
cuits, as  coming  under  the  scrutiny 
of  the  Attorney  Generals  office,  the 
visit  of  Keough  was  a  deduction,  but 
the  wrong  one,  it  is  said. 


Bingo  is  Ruled  Gambling 

in  Milwaukee  Test  Case 


Milwaukee — Circuit  Judge  Charles 
L.  Aarons  ruled  Bingo  games  at 
Bahn  Frei  Hall  here  gambling  and 
q-ranted  the  request  of  Charles  W. 
Trampe,  head  of  the  Monogram- 
Midwest  Film  Co.  for  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  hall  from  play- 
ing- the  game  on  the  grounds  it  con- 
stitutes  a   public  nuisance. 

B.  J.  Miller,  attornev  for  Trampe. 
said  further  action  will  be  taken  if 
other  public  games  are  not  stopped 
voluntarily.  The  court  ruled  that 
because  charitable  and  patriotic  or- 
ganizations sponsor  the  games  and 
the  revenues  are  devoted  to  useful 
purposes  does  not  alter  the  case. 


HUCH    ERNST, 
land. 


JR.,    is   at   the   Sherry   Nether- 


EMANUEL  EISENBERC  returns  from  Mexico 
City   early    next   month. 

JANE  WITHERS  and  her  mother  are  at  the 
Waldorf. 

\  J.     CHEEVER    COWDIN,     board    chairman     of 
Universal,   is  on   the  Coast  for  studio  confabs. 

JOHN  CARFIELD  returns  to  the  Warner  studio 
this*1  week   after   a   vacation. 

Ah  STEEN.  FILM  DAILY  staff  writer,  returns 
today(  from  White  Sulphur  Springs  where  he  at- 
tended   the    MPTOA    convention. 

AUSTIN  C.  KEOUGH,  Paramount  general  coun- 
sel,   is    in   Texas. 

KARL  HOBLITZELLE,  Interstate  exec,  is 
here  ffrom    Texas    for    Paramount   conferences. 

JANE  WITHERS.  EDDIE  COLLINS,  ARLEEN 
WHALEN.  JOAN  DAVIS  and  LYNN  BARI  will 
make1  p.a.'s  at  20th-Fox's  multiple  premiere 
of  /'Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  early  next 
Ith    in    upstate    New    York. 


nont 


Sets  Nov.  2  for  Hearing 
St.  L.  Picketing  Injunction 

St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Julius  R. 
Nolte  at  Clayton  yesterday  set  Nov. 
2  as  the  date  for  the  hearing  on  the 
order  to  show  cause  in  the  injunc- 
tion proceedings  filed  Monday  by 
Fanchon  &  Marco,  Eden  Theater 
Company  and  St.  Louis  Amusement 
Co.  against  Local  No.  143,  eight  of 
its  officer's  and  28  members. 

The  court  made  it  very  clear  to 
the  clerk  of  the  court  that  no  tem- 
porary restraining  order  will  be 
issued  pending  a  trial  of  the  peti- 
tions on  their  merits.  In  meantime 
picketing  continues  at  the  eight  the- 
aters involved. 


Vincent  Hart  Resumes 

General  Law  Practice 


Vincent  G.  Hart,  a  member  of  the 
Will  Hays  staff  for  the  past  10 
years,  has  resumed  the  genei-al  prac- 
tice of  law  and  will  be  associated 
with  Norman  C.  Nicholson  and 
Lewis  M.  Lawton  at  9  Rockefeller 
Plaza. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE** — Atkinson,  Timet 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»uh  MILTON  BERLE 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.   Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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LIMITED  COMMERCIAL 
TELE  POLICY  EXPECTED 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

but  for  the  time  being  will  be  pro- 
hibited from  making  a  profit. 

Further,  it  was  anticipated  that 
the  report  may  also  recommend  that 
the  government  grant  a  subsidy  to 
|hp  'elevision  industry  similar  to 
the  ^rants  made  to  the  shipping  and 
aviation  industries.  It  is  expected 
that  the  report  will  serve  as  a  signal 
for  the  television  industry  to  go 
ahead  full  blast  on  ambitious  pro- 
grams which  have  been  outlined,  but 
to  date  have  been  held  in  abeyance 
due  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  whole 
picture. 


Buffalo  Republic  Office 

Open,  Grainger  Returns 

James     R.     Grainger,     Republic's 

president,  returned  yesterday  to  the 

home  office  from  Buffalo,  where  on 

Monday  he  and  Jack  Bellman  acted 

as  co-hosts  at  the  celebration  which 

inaugurated  Republic's  new  office  in 

that  city.     Bellman,  former  eastern 

i  district  sales  manager,  was  recently 

1  appointed    branch    manager    in    the 

;  Buffalo  territory. 

Visiting  exhibs.  in  the  number  of 
some  150  were  on  hand  from  Syra- 
cuse, Rochester  and  Buffalo  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  "office  warming." 


Zukor  to  Mexico  Only 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Adolph  Zukor  will 
leave  at  the  end  of  November  for  a 
trip  of  three  or  four  weeks  to  Mex- 
ico where  he  will  confer  with  exhib- 
itors. He  does  not  plan  to  go  to 
South  America  at  this  time,  having 
made  that  trip  several  months  ago. 


Warner  CC  Drive  Chairman 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  The  motion  picture 
division  of  the  Lcs  Angeles  Com- 
munity Chest  drive  has  elected  Harry 
M.  Warner  as  its  chairman. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 

to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER  25 

Sol  M.  Wurtzel 

S.  Charles  Einfeld 

Billie  Bennett 
Eugene  J.  Zukor 

Paul  A.  Bray 
Polly  Ann  Young 

Herbert  Berg 
Fred  J.  McConnell 


ALCNG  Flit 


HTTti  PHIL  M,  DALY; 


•  •      •      RECENTLY,   we   were   perusing   a    "Sporting   Final"   of   The 

Sun and  set  to  wondering  if  the  word  "sporting"  wasn't  stretched 

a   bit   in   the   instance   of   what   Kolyumist   Dave    Boone   had   to   say    on 

page    21    about    Hollywood anent    Mayor    La    Guardia's    recently 

expressed   yen to   have   pix   production   return   to   our  "Fair"   city 

Doubtless.  Brother  Boone's  remark  sprang  not  from  malice  but  from 
his  flare  for  frothiness for  it  is  the  latter  which  habitually  per- 
vades his  kolyuming 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  TO  quote  Boone:  "I  don't  know  what  kind  of  picture 
could  be  turned  out  in  a  big  metropolis  like  New  York,  Boston 
or  Kansas  City but  they  couldn't  do  any  worse  than  Holly- 
wood has  been  doing  lately" Now  while  it  may  seem  on  the 

sensitive  side  to   even  cite  the  remark  of  Brother  Boone 

there  is  a  deeper  point  involved For  there  is  a  "cult"  in  this 

country which  likes  nothing  better  than  to  disparage  Holly- 
wood  in  print Armed   with   little    more   than   a   personal 

opinion unsupported  by  acceptable  evidence they  would 

have  the  public  believe  that  they  know  whereof  they  speak 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      SOME  tangible   increment   of   the   misunderstandings  which 

exist    with    respect    to    Hollywood rises    from    the    absence    of    a 

properly    organized    and    highly-geared    public    relations    setup    within 

the   industry It  would  be   easy   to  put  Boone   on   the   right   track 

regarding  what  Hollywood  has  REALLY  been  doing  lately  in  the  way 

of  fine  product He  might  turn  to  pages  18  and  19  of  the  "Sporting 

Final"   of  last  Thursday's  Sun   in   which  his   comment   appeared 

and  pick  out  a  good  cross-section  of  pix  to  see  personally Or  he 

might  have  a  chat  with  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  the  Music  Hall's  monarch 

who  could  testify   pretty  well   as   to  what   Hollywood  has   done 

re   quality   pix   this   season Maybe   Brother   Boone   ran   into   some 

mean    "B's"    and    got    stung and    consequently    never    found    the 

"honey" 

•  •      •     THE    industry's    white-tie-and-tails    contingent 

was  out  in  fair  force   last  night at  the  World's  Fair 

where   Governor  General  Marcel   Olivier,   commissioner   general 

for   France played    host at    a    soiree New    French 

documentary  films  were  shown in  the  French  Pavilion's  the- 
ater. ....  .after  which  there  was  a  reception in  the  Salle  des 

Fastes and  some  rare  vintages All  in   all.   a  mighty 

pleasant  way  to  spend  the  evening 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ADD  reasons   why  Charlie  Einfeld  is  in  New  York 

Today's    his    birthday and    for    celebrating    such    occasions 

it  seems  there's  no  place  like lil'  ol'  N'York 

▼  ▼  T 

•  O     •     TO   add   flame   to   baseball's   hot   stove   league 

the  American  League's  official  pix  for  1940 will  be  available 

after  Jan.  1  for  use  by  schools  or  reputable  organizations 

'Tis  a  four-reel  sound  opus  running  45  minutes and  made 

in  35  mm.  and  16  mm.  gauge Pix  prosperity  is  closely  re- 
lated to  the  well-being  of  sister  industries. . ...  .so  in  case  you're 

beleaguered    by    calamity    shouters take    a    gander    at   this 

sprightly  item  from  the  Wall  Street  Journal "The  first  123 

industrial  companies  reporting  for  the  quarter  ended  Sept.  30, 
1939 show  an  aggregate  net  income  of  $94,661,853 com- 
pared with  $53,390,341  in  like  period  of  1938 an  increase  of 

$41,271,512  or  77.30  per  cent" 


BRIT.  PRODUCERS  HOPE 
FOR  GOV'T  SUBSIDY 


British  producers  are  hopeful  that 
the  Government  will  grant  a  subsidy 
to  the  industry  or  make  available 
American  funds  for  production  pur- 
poses, if  U.  S.  revenues  are  "froz- 
en," Arthur  Levey,  Monogram  rep- 
resentative in  London  and  director 
of  Scophony,  Ltd.,  told  The  Film 
Daily  yesterday. 

Levey  asserted  that  reports  of 
mobilization  of  technical  men  were 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  that  pro- 
ducers were  making  plans,  had  pic- 
tures ready  to  go  into  work  and  the 
studios  could  handle  them,  but 
monetary  restrictions  have  virtually 
halted  all  production  activity. 

He  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
Ministry  of  Information,  which  con- 
trols the  entire  film  industry,  was 
sympathetic  to  the  case  of  the  pro- 
ducers and  American  distributors, 
and  would  undoubtedly  work  out  the 
problems  confronting  the  industry 
within  the  near  future. 

Levey  said  that  television  has 
ceased  entirely  in  England,  with 
the  exception  of  work  being  done 
in  the  field  by  various  companies  in 
conjunction  with  the  Army.  He  is 
here  primarily  to  contact  New  York 
interests  and  survey  the  field  with  an 
eye  to  introducing  Scophony  in  this 
country.  He  said  that  the  company 
now  had  home  sets  with  screen  sizes 
ranging  up  to  three  by  four  feet, 
and  had  theater  screens  as  large  as 
15  by  18  feet. 

Technicians  and  equipment  will  be 
brought  to  this  country  by  Levey  as 
soon  as  he  is  set  to  introduce  Sco- 
phony here.  He  arrived  here  on  the 
Manhattan. 


Three  Loew-Poli  Houses 

Adding  Vaude   Regularly 

Meriden,  Conn.  —  Beginning  this 
week  the  Poli  here  and  Poli,  Water- 
bury,  will  have  regular  vaude  shows 
on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays,  re- 
spectively. The  Globe,  Bridgeport, 
also  goes  into  vaude  after  two  years 
of  amateur  nights.  These  Loew 
houses  have  been  trying  local  talent 
in  stage  novelties. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Leopold  Friedman,  Loew's  direc- 
or,  secretary  and  general  counsel, 
will  be  married  tomorrow  to  Ruth 
Mack.  Ceremony  will  be  performed 
at  the  Warwick  Hotel. 


Albany  —  Engagement  of  Anne 
Hawkins,  Grand  National  inspectress 
to  Jack  Moran  of  Albany,  was  an- 
nounced at  a  party  tendered  the 
bride-to-be  here. 


«      «      « 


>y   **  r 


Rice  Lake,  Wis. — Leo  E.  Miner, 
manager  of  the  Majestic  and  Elago 
theaters  here,  was  married  to  Miss 
Carol  Johns. 


T&Xte 
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CODE  "EVENTUALLY," 
BELIEF  OF  RODGERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cept  as  it  relates  "to  our  business 
with  our  customers  and  our  rela- 
tionship with  the  trade  as  a  whole." 

When  or  how  Code  will  apply, 
Rodgers  said,  he  was  not  prepared 
to  predict. 

"As  a  matter  of  fact,"  Rodgers 
said,  "I  had  believed  that  the  Code, 
if  it  had  been  adopted,  would  have 
eventually  resulted  in  a  national 
agency  through  which  many  mis- 
understandings would  have  been  ad- 
judicated." 

Says  Majority   Want  Code 

Rodgers  asserted  that  he  did  not 
believe  the  Government  or  the  trade 
as  a  whole  realized  just  how  many 
exhibitors  actually  wanted  a  Code. 
He  added  that  from  his  contacts 
with  theater  men  by  far  the  major- 
ity wanted  a  Code  and  still  do.  Those 
who  express  uncertainty  were  only 
seeking  the  opportunity  to  further 
explore  its  possibilities,  he  de- 
clared. 

As  evidence  of  this,  Rodgers 
pointed  to  the  Michigan  Allied  res- 
olution which  petitioned  not  only 
the  Government's  permission,  but  its 
national  organization  and  the  dis- 
tributors' committee  for  a  means 
which  would  settle  disputes. 

Gov't  Stand  Stymies  Distribs. 

"I  do  not  know  of  any  method  of 
satisfaction  except  through  arbitra- 
tion," Rodgers  said,  adding  that 
"in  view  of  the  Government's  posi- 
tion the  distributors  are  powerless 
to  act,"  indicating  that  the  matter 
of  a  Code  rested  mainly  with  the 
exhibitors. 

In  regard  to  the  Neely  bill, 
Rodgers  warned  the  directors  that 
they  should  emphasize  to  their  con- 
gressmen just  what  its  enactment 
would  mean  and  that  its  applica- 
tion would  not  solve  all  the  prob- 
lems its  proponents  would  lead  some 
to  believe. 

"You  know  and  so  do  I,"  he  said, 
"that  under  the  present  basis  of 
selection  the  exhibitor  who  says 
he  was  forced  to  play  this  or  that 
film  is  merely  seeking  an  alibi  to 
satisfy  someone  who  does  not  under- 
stand the  mechanics  of  the  business." 


White  Won't  Sponsor  Pix 
Neutrality  Bill  Amendment 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Senator  Wallace  H. 
White,  Maine,  Republican,  anti- 
block-booking  bill  leader,  last  night 
in  commenting  on  the  MPTOA  di- 
rectorate board's  desire  to  amend 
the  Neutrality  Act  to  exempt  film 
shipments,  said  he  had  no  intention 
of  sponsoring  such  an  amendment. 

"I  knew  they  were  dissatisfied 
with  the  bill,  but  I  haven't  under- 
taken to  straighten  them  out,"  he 
said. 


Buys  Poster  Exchange 

Denver — L.  M.  Cowan  has  pur- 
chased the  Denver  Poster  Exchange 
from  Roland  Lutz. 


MPTOA  Board  Meeting  Sidelights 


By  AL  STEEN 


—White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. 
A/T.     A.     LIGHTMAN,     who     was 

among  the  missing  when  the 
meetings  opened  Monday,  blew  into 
town  in  time  for  the  evening  session, 
accompanied  by  M.  A.,  Jr. 


The  Oklahoma  City  contingent, 
consisting  of  Morris  Loewenstein, 
Sol  Davis  and  Ona  Johnson,  ar- 
rived at  White  Sulphur  by  a  round- 
about way,  namely:  via  Boston  and 
New  York. 


Frank   Cassil  and   the   Mrs.  from 


St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  are  motoring  on  to 
New  York. 


H.  V.  Harvey  traveled  the  farthest 
to  the  meeting,  coming  from  San 
Francisco  by  way  of  Los  Angeles. 


Absence  of  whoopee  marked  the 
board  meeting  in  contrast  to  na- 
tional conventions.  The  boys  really 
dug  in  and  went  to  work  and  there 
were  practically  no  so-called  social 
gatherings  at  night. 

Sol  Davis  of  Oklahoma  City  is  not 
a  member  of  the  board  so  he  enter- 
tained the  wives  during  the  sessions. 


Bank  Nights  In  Lowell 

Stay  Till  Court  Rules 

Lowell,  Mass.  —  Bank  Nights  in 
Lowell  theaters  will  be  permitted 
until  a  Supreme  Court  finding  deter- 
mines their  legality,  according  to  a 
decision  reached  at  a  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  License  Commission.  Only 
two  local  theaters  are  running  this 
attendance  promotion   stunt. 

Several  weeks  ago  theater  opera- 
tors were  warned  to  discontinue  pro- 
motion contests  which  might  be  con- 
strued as  gambling. 

Commissioner  Thomas  B.  Delaney 
served  notice  that  theater  operators 
will  get  into  serious  trouble  if  they 
admitted  children  during  school 
hours. 


Comerford-Publix  Will 

Play  "Mutiny"  First-Run 

The  Comerford-Publix  circuit  has 
closed  with  Monogram  for  the  fol- 
lowing first-runs  on  "Mutiny  in  the 
Big  House"  throughout  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania :  Forty -Fort  Theater, 
Forty-Fort;  Luzerne  Theater,  Lu- 
zerne; Eynon  Theater,  Eynon;  Rex 
Theater,  Dickson  City;  Rialto  Thea- 
ter, Sunbury;  American  Theater, 
Pittston;  Granada  Theater,  Oly- 
phant;  and  Parsons  Theater,  Par- 
sons. In  addition  to  these  first-runs, 
the  circuit  will  play  the  picture  at 
the  Hart  and  the  Sterling  Theaters 
in  Wilkes-Barre  as  well  as  the  West 
Side  and  the  Rialto  Theaters  in 
Scranton,  Pa. 


"Mill  On  Floss"  Opens 

Boston — Screen  version  of  George 
Eliot's  "The  Mill  on  the  Floss"  will 
have  its  U.  S.  premiere  at  George 
Kraska's  Fine  Arts  Theater  today. 
Pix  is  being  released  by  Standard. 


U.  S.  Housing  Film  Will 

Play  Century  Theaters 

"Housing  in  Our  Time,"  two-reel 
documentary  film  produced  for  the 
U.  S.  Housing  Authority  by  Harold 
McCracken,  president  of  Courier 
Productions,  Inc.,  has  been  booked 
for  nine  local  theaters  of  the  Cen- 
tury Circuit  starting  tomorrow.  The 
film  is  a  portrayal  of  the  slums  of 
America  and  what  is  being  done 
to  eradicate  them.  It  has  been  shown 
daily  in  the  Science  and  Health 
Building  Auditorium  at  the  New 
York  World's  Fair. 


Complete  Short  at  Fair 

Fred  Catania  and  Deno  Grande 
have  completed  a  short  tagged  "How 
They  Make  Pictures  in  Hollywood," 
at  the  World's  Fair.  Andre  Dumont 
directed.  Catania  is  a  former  boxer 
and  is  known  for  his  exhibition  ap- 
pearances with  Max  Baer.  Miss 
Grande  is  a  Baltimore  deb,  this  be- 
ing her  picture  debut. 


Conn.  Exhibs.  on  Sick  List 

New  Haven — Rocco  Longo  of  the 
Community,  Oakville,  is  recuperat- 
ing at  home  after  a  gallstone  at- 
tack which  sent  him  to  the  hospital. 

Billy  Sirica,  of  the  Lido,  Water- 
bury,  is  still  on  crutches  as  a  result 
of  a  handball  court  injury  to  his 
ankle  five  weeks  ago. 


Two  Midwest  Openings 

Denver — Planning  to  open  his  new 
500-seat  Nile  Theater  at  Mitchell, 
Neb.,  by  Nov.  15,  Harry  McDonald 
has  named  Bob  Spawn,  Denver 
booker,  manager. 

Fox  plans  to  open  the  new  Fox 
at  Longmont,  Colo.,  by  Nov.  15  also. 


Kuykendall  and  Cabinet  to  Serve  Again 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va. — MPTOA's  official  setup  for  the  new  year  remains 
unchanged,  the  board  re-electing  Prexy  Ed  Kuykendall  and  his  full  cabinet  yesterday, 
as  forecast.  Again  serving  are:  Board  Chairman,  Fred  Wehrenberg;  Vice-Presidents, 
M.  A.  Lightman,  Frank  C.  Walker,  Mitchell  Wolfson,  E.  C.  Beatty  and  A.  Julian  Brylaw- 
ski;   Treasurer,   Walter   Vincent;    Secretary,    Morris    Loewenstein. 

New  bo;>rd  members  are  Leonard  Goldenson,  Para,  home  office  exec;  S.  J.  Hyman, 
prexy  of  the  W.  Va.  Managers'  Association;  Lyle  M.  Wilson,  representing  the  MPTO  of 
the  Carol inas;  Morris  Leonard  of  B  &  K,  representing  the  Chicago  Exhibitors'  Association. 


WOULD  RALLY  EXHIBS. 
AGAINST  NEELY  BILL 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

much  to  attain  the  goal  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

It  was  decided  that  the  MPTOA 
executive  committee  would  make 
personal  calls  on  the  sales  mf  I  g- 
ers  of  the  various  companieJ  in 
order  to  convince  them  of  the  seri- 
ousness of  the  situation  inasmuch 
as  united  action  was  necessary  to 
defeat    the    measure. 

The  resolution  which  defined  the 
organization's  stand  on  the  issue 
read  as  follows: 

"Be  it  resolved  that  the  efforts  so 
far  undertaken  to  benefit  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  by  subscribing 
to  the  20  per  cent  cancellation  clause 
sponsored  by  MPTOA  during  its 
campaign  for  fair  trade  practice 
agreement,  and  by  not  forcing  the 
sale  of  shorts  with  features  are 
steps  in  the  direct  solution  of  trou- 
bles now  besetting  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  and  that  full  consid- 
eration and  action  by  all  distributors 
without  individual  effort  to  gain  ad- 
vantage to  themselves  would  estab- 
lish a  working  basis  that  would  elim- 
inate the  agitation  for  the  Neely  bill. 

"Further  be  it  resolved  that  we 
urge  those  distributors  who  have 
not  aligned  themselves  with  this 
policy  to  do  so  at  once  to  unify  the 
situation.  And  that  by  so  doing  the 
distributors  will  indicate  to  the  ex- 
hibitors of  the  entire  country  the 
immediate  pressing  need  of  co-opera- 
tion in  opposition  against  attempt 
at  governmental  interference  with 
the  industry." 


Badgley  Scotches  Story 

He's  Resigning  Can.  Post 

Ottawa,  Ont. — Frank  Badgley,  di- 
rector of  the  Canadian  Government's 
Motion  Picture  Bureau,  yesterday 
issued  an  unqualified  denial  of  a  To- 
ronto story  appearing  in  a  New 
York  trade  paper  (not  The  Film 
Daily)  to  the  effect  that  he  had 
resigned  "following  the  appointment 
of  John  Grierson  of  London,  Eng- 
land, as  the  Canadian  Film  Commis- 
sioner." 

Badgley  stated  that  Grierson's 
appointment  "in  no  way  affects  me 
or  my  official  position  and  I  cannot 
understand  how  or  where  the  rumor 
started." 


Bernhard  and  Goldberg 

at  Warner  Chi.  Parley 

Chicago — With  Joe  Bernhard  and 
Harry  Goldberg  of  the  Warner  home 
office  attending,  meeting  of  Warner 
theater  managers  for  this  zone  was 
held  here  yesterday.  Al  Kvool  and 
Larry  Gran  were  here  from  Mil- 
waukee. Plans  for  Fall  and  Winter 
were  discussed. 


GREATEST 
OF  ALL 


IN  the  fifty  years  since  Eastman  supplied 
the  film  for  the  world's  first  movies,  there 
have  been  many  great  Kodak  emulsions 
designed  especially  for  the  motion  picture 

industry Greatest  of  all  are  Eastman 

Plus-X,  Super-XX,  and  Background-X  . . . 
today's  ruling  favorites  in  the  studio  and 
on  location.  Eastman  Kodak  Company, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 

PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  ail  difficult  shots 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  uork 
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MPTOA  COM.  TO  PROBE 
WAR  EFFECTS  ON  PIX 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

their  meeting  here  yesterday,  it  is 
understood  that  President  Ed  Kuy- 
kendall  will  be  authorized  to  name 
the  committee  and  to  put  it  to  work. 

According  to  the  reported  plan, 
the  committee  would  check  foreign 
losses  to  the  distributors.  At- 
tendance here  and  abroad,  necessity 
for  increased  rentals  as  a  result  of 
the  reported  foreign  loss  and  the 
possible  reflection  on  product  qual- 
ity, all  of  which  would  be  assembled 
into  a  formal  report  to  MPTOA 
members  and  possibly  to  all  ex- 
hibitors. 

Kuykendall  said  that  he  would 
consider  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittee members,  if  the  plan  is  ap- 
proved, when  he  arrives  in  New  York 
late  this  week. 


Topekan  Wins  Verdict 

in  Freak  Damage  Suit 

Okahoma  City — A  jury  in  Federal 
Court  here  awarded  $1,000  to  Ger- 
ald Whistler  of  Topeka,  Kans.,  for  a 
fall  in  the  Midwest  Theater.  He 
asked  $15,000  damages  from  Stand- 
ard Theaters,  which  operates.  Whis- 
tler charged  the  air-conditioning 
device  was  defective  the  night  of 
June  12,  1938.  Becoming  sick  and 
faint,  he  said,  he  started  to  leave  the 
theater  to  get  fresh  air  and  a  drink 
of  water,  but  weakened  by  the  at- 
mosphere, fell  in  the  lobby  and 
struck  his  jaw  against  a  drinking 
fountain.      ■ 

Starr  Pens  Chaplin  Article 

The  American  Hebrew  is  going  in 
for  a  philosophic  type  of  motion 
picture  coverage.  Its  editors  say 
that  the  readers'  reaction  (which 
takes  in  many  members  of  the  cler- 
gy of  many  denominations)  to  Mar- 
tin Starr's  10,000-word  article  on 
Warner's  "Sons  of  Liberty"  induced 
them  to  ask  for  a  similar  philosophi- 
cally-patriotic treatment  on  Charlie 
Chaplin.  The  result  is  Starr's  arti- 
cle, "Chaplin's  Hinkle,"  which  breaks 
in  the  issue  of  Oct.  27.  It  deals  in 
great  measure  with  Chaplin's  pres- 
ent production  before  his   cameras. 


British  Grand  National  Offers  to  Supply 

Quota  Films  for  American  Distributors 

London  (By  Cable) — Grand  National,  Ltd.,  through  Maurice  Wilson,  has  written 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  offering  to  place  both  the  Twickenham  and  Highbury  studios,  at 
the  disposal  of  U.  S.  distributors  for  the  production  of  pictures  to  meet  the  quota. 

The  letter  stated  that  CN  was  prepared  to  give  financial  assistance  to  a  number  of 
independent  production  units  with  which  it  has  made  an  arrangement  to  produce  a  sub- 
stantial number  of  pictures  during  the  company  year.  GN  can  do  this,  the  letter 
continues,  as  it  handles  very  few  foreign  films. 


Capitol  May  Have  "GWTW" 
as  Road  Show  for  a  Run 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

at  the  Music  Hall,  it  was  reported 
yesterday. 

However,  final  plans  on  sales 
policy  for  the  picture  are  contingent 
upon  huddles  this  week  between 
David  O.  Selznick,  John  Hay  Whit- 
ney, Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  Al  Licht- 
man  and  William  F.  Rodgers.  Selz- 
nick and  Lichtman  arrive  from  the 
Coast  today  and  Rodgei's  is  expected 
to  return  shortly  from  White  Sul- 
phur Springs  where  he  attended  the 
MPTOA  convention. 

When  "Ninotchka"  opens  at  the 
Music  Hall  following  the  completion 
of  the  run  of  the  current  offering, 
it  will  be  the  fourth  Metro  film  and 
the  first  Garbo  release  to  ever  play 
there.  Meanwhile,  conclave  of  Metro 
sales  forces  scheduled  to  be  held  in 
Chicago  this  week-end  has  been  post- 
poned until  the  "GWTW"  sales 
policy  is  set. 

Latest  world  premiere  date  set 
for  the  picture  is  Dec.  16  at  the 
Loew  Grand  in  Atlanta. 


UAC's  1939  Income 

To  Be  Below  That  of  38 


Montreal — Total  income  for  full 
1939  fiscal  year  of  United  Amuse- 
ment Corp.,  Ltd.,  will  probably  be 
less  than  for  1938,  D.  Allen  Mur- 
ray, vice-president,  informed  The 
Film  Daily.  Paid  admissions  to 
company's  26  theater  units  in  nine 
months  ended  Sept.  30,  1939  show  a 
moderate  decline  from  the  compar- 
able 1938  period,  Murray  declared. 

No  variation  of  importance  in  at- 
tendance since  Sept.  1  has  been  ap- 
parent, he  states,  the  decline  having 
mainly  occurred  in  the  spring,  re- 
sulting from  weather  conditions. 


Answer  America's  Demand  for 
Good  Sound  with  the  Best! 


■  ■  ■ 


■  ■  ■ 


■  ii  w 


install 

^Wrca  photophone 

MAGIC  VOICE  of  the  SCREEN 

with  Rotary  Stabilizer  plus  — 

SHOCK-PROOF  DRIVE 


Styled  and 

priced  for 

theatres 

of  every  size 

• 

Better  sound  means 

better  box  office. .and 

RCA  tubes  mean 

better  sound 


RCA  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc. 

CAMDEN,  N.  J.  •  A  SERVICE  OF  RADIO  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 


NLRB  Orders  Elections 

in  4  Cartoon  Studios 
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be  represented  by  Screen  Cartoon 
Guild,  unaffiliated,  for  purposes  of 
collective  bargaining.  Companies  in- 
volved are:  Walter  Lantz  Produc- 
tions, Loew's,  Inc.,  Raymond  Katz 
Studio  and  Leon  Schlesinger  Produc- 
tions. 

In  announcing  the  election,  the 
NLRB  said  in  the  proceedings  be- 
fore the  Board  there  was  no  dispute 
between  the  companies  and  the  labor 
organization  as  to  the  appropriate- 
ness in  general  of  the  respective 
units  for  purposes  of  collective  bar- 
gaining. Dispute  arose  over  certain 
classifications  of  employes  on  wheth- 
er they  should  be  included  or  ex- 
cluded from  the  units. 

At  the  Schlesinger  studio,  de- 
partment heads  were  included.  The 
company  contended  that  47  of  its 
employes  under  individual  contracts 
should  be  excluded  but  the  Board 
held  these  employes  are  not  by  vir- 
tue of  the  contracts  excluded  from 
the  units. 

Producer-directors  at  Loew's  were 
excluded  but  cameramen  were  in- 
cluded. Board  ordered  that  cell 
washers  of  all  studios  involved 
should  be  included.  Directors  of  all 
companies  were  included. 

In  all  units  the  following  were  ex- 
cluded pursuant  to  an  agreement  of 
the  Guild  and  other  interested 
unions:  clerical  and  supervisory  em- 
ployes, laboratory  technicians,  car- 
toon editors  and  their  assistants  or 
film  librarians. 


Uniform  Clearance  System 
Taking  Shape  on  the  Coast 

(Continued  jiom  Page  1) 

Francisco  who  attended  the  MPTOA 
board  meeting  here  yesterday.  Har- 
vey said  that  a  plan  was  being  per- 
fected but  that  no  publicity  would 
be  released  until  the  proposals  had 
been  submitted  to  the  distributors. 

The  Pacific  Coast  theaters,  Harvey 
said,  were  suffering  from  a  serious 
shortage  of  prints  and  that  the  pro- 
posed plan  would  overcome  this  dif- 
ficulty and  at  the  same  time  simplify 
the    clearance    situation. 

The  conference  is  composed  of  ex- 
hibitor organizations  in  Seattle, 
Portland,  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles. A  meeting  of  the  groups  was 
held  last  week  in  Los  Angeles. 


1-1  Circuit  Tests  Vaude 

Chicago — Indiana  and  Illinois  cir- 
cuit are  adding  vaudeville  at  the 
Elco  Theater,  Elkhart,  Ind.  Other 
houses  may  have  "flesh"  if  the  test 
is  successful. 


HOW  TO  SING  FOR  MONEY 
By  Charles  Hanson  with  Charles 
Palmer.  George  Palmer  Putnam. 
Inc.,  Hollywood,  Calif.  369  vages. 
$3.95. 

Publisher  of  this  book  claims  it  is 
the  first  published  on  popular  sing- 
ing— and  the  first  of  any  kind  for 
the  microphone.  It  is  intended  pri 
marily  for  the  instruction  of  those 
who  wish  to  take  up  singing  as  a 
profession — for  cabarets,  the  stage, 
films,  radio,  phonograph  and  (of 
coming  importance)  for  television. 
A  glossary  of  current  musical  terms 
is  of  practical  help. 

Charles  Henderson  is  a  coach  in 
popular  vocal  music  who  has  been 
associated  with  Rudy  Vallee,  Fred 
Waring,  Andre  Kostelanetz  and  Bil- 
ly Rose  and  with  many  popular  sing- 
ers, and  has  himself  written  popular 
songs.  He  has  handled  vocal  super- 
vision of  such  radio  shows  as  Texaco 
and  Chesterfield,  and  such  motion 
pictures  as  "That  Certain  Age,' 
"Three  Smart  Girls  Grow  Up,"  "Sec- 
ond Fiddle,"  "The  Star-Maker,"  "The 
Rains  Came"  and  "Say  It  with  Mu- 
sic." With  such  a  background,  the 
author  should  know  whereof  he 
writes,  and  does,  judging  from  the 
viewpoint  of  one  who  can't  sing  a 
note,  but  who  has  heard  and  observed 
singers  of  popular  music  for  a  gen- 
eration. 

The  book  is  divided  into  three 
parts:  The  Art  of  Singing  Popular 
Songs,  The  Technique  of  Singing 
Popular  Songs,  and  The  Business  of 
Singing  Popular  Songs.  The  first 
two  sections  will  be  of  interest  and 
help  mainly  to  beginners,  while  the 
third  section  should  prove  of  value 
to  seasoned  artists  as  well  as  to  be- 
ginners for,  aside  from  such  topics 
as  How  to  Pick  Your  Song,  How  to 
Audition,  Singing  for  Radio,  for  Rec- 
ords, for  Transcriptions  for  Radio, 
Motion  Pictures  and  Television,  it 
deals  with  Coming  Up  in  the  World, 
Staying  on  Top,  the  Matter  of 
Agents  and  Publicity  for  the  singer. 

The  volume  is  a  practical  hand- 
book and  guide  for  all  those  inter- 
ested in  its  subject  matter,  whether 
beginners   or   professionals. — L.H.M. 
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Frank  H.  Little  Dead 

Denver — Frank  H.  Little,  81,  first 
western  divisional  manager  of  the 
old  Edison  Motion  Picture  Co.,  with 
Denver  headquarters,  died  at  a  Den- 
ver hospital  following  a  10-day  ill- 
ness with  pneumonia. 


Jahrblum  With  Metro 

Charles  Jahrblum,  who  recently 
wrote  the  English  titles  for  the 
French  film,  "Harvest,"  has  been 
assigned  to  write  sub-titles  for  ex- 
port versions  of  M-G-M  pictures. 
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■25%  OF  MADRID  FILM 
!  HOUSES  NOW  OPERATE 


Madrid     (By     Cable)  —  Approxi- 
<Y  nately  25  per  cent  of  this  city's  film 
louses  are  now  operating  under  reg- 
ulations that  require  them  to  close  at 
Ml:30  p.m. 

eS.L  While  some  recent  American  pix 
are  1  "ng  shown,  majority  of  U.  S. 
.  pix  h  Jng  their  way  to  local  screens 
15 -are  much  older.  Spanish  language 
?-  films  made  in  Mexico  and  in  South 
on  America  are  also  making  their  ap- 
j.  .pearance. 

A  French  commission  has  arrived 

to    negotiate    a    commercial    treaty 

whieh  will   include  films.    However, 

local    exhibs.   have    little    money    to 

.spend  for  new  product. 

European  war  shots  are  being  per- 
mitted in  newsreels,  but  a  decree  for- 
bids any  demonstration  by  audiences. 
Six  houses  are  open  at  the  seaside 
resort,  San  Sebastian. 

Northwest's  MPTOA  Will 
Consider  Trade  Reforms 


Re-open  the  Hollyw'd 

Warner's  Hollywood  on  Broadway, 
dark  for  some  months,  will  reopen  soon 
with  George  White's  new  "Scandals" 
occupying  the  house.  It  is  understood 
that  White  is  booked  into  the  house 
and   no   long-term   lease  is  involved. 


RFC  GRANTS  $450,000 
LOAN  TO  GRAND  NAT! 


Seattle — Program  details  for  the 
17th  annual  convention  of  the 
MPTOA  of  the  Northwest,  slated 
here  for  Friday,  are  still  in  the  mill 
but  trade  practice  code  discussion 
may  book  large.  Legislative  activ- 
ity at  the  1939  Washington  session 
will  be  outlined  bv  Secretary  M.  F. 
Hone,  who  is  working  out  program 
arrangements  with  President  L.  0. 
Lukan. 

Up  to  200  theater  men  are  ex- 
pected from  all  parts  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  area.  New  officers  will 
be  elected  and  group  entertainment, 
including  a -midnight  jamboree  show 
and  special  ladies'  events,  are  to  be 
stressed. 

In  addition  to  President  Lukan, 
present  MPTOA  officers  are:  M.  Ken- 
worthy,  Moscow,  Idaho,  first  v.-p.; 
Paul  Aust,  Seattle,  second  v.-p.,  and 
C.  L.  Gwinn,  Centralia,  Washing- 
ton, third  v.-p.  Trustees  include 
Harry  Davidson,  Port  Angeles, 
Washington;  John  Danz,  Seattle;  Al 
Rosenberg.  Seattle;  John  Hamrick, 
Seattle;  Mildred  Bishop.  Lewiston. 
Idaho;  B.  F.  Shearer,  Seattle  and 
Fred   Mercy   Jr.,   Yakima. 

Seattle's  Film  Club  will  be  an  en- 
tertainment focal  point  for  out-of- 
town  visitors.  Convention  business 
sessions  are  slated  for  the  New 
Washington  Hotel,  convenient  to 
Film   Row. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

involuntary  bankruptcy  petition  filed 
by  three  Grand  National  creditors 
Monday  in  New  York  being  thrown 
out  by  the  court,  Hammons  said. 

Hammons  also  disclosed  he  has 
arranged  a  $1,000,000  loan  for  pro- 
duction with  Irving  Felt  Co.  in  co- 
operation  with   New   York   banks. 

Hammons  told  The  Film  Daily 
it  took  three  creditors  of  Grand  Na- 
tional to  file  the  bankruptcy  peti- 
tions as  no  one  creditor  had  a  claim 
of  $1,000. 

"All  I'll  have  to  do  is  show  the 
judge  the  RFC  loan  and  the  petition 
will  be  thrown  out,"  Hammons  said. 

The  RFC  loan  was  negotiated  be- 
tween Hammons  and  Sam  E.  Hus- 
bands of  the  RFC.  The  Grand  Na- 
tional prexy  left  Washington  last 
night  for  New  York  to  clear  up 
Grand  National's  financial  situation. 


Grand  National's  attorneys  are 
working  on  a  proposed  plan  of  re- 
organization which  will  be  based  on 
the  newly  increased  RFC  loan.  The 
petition  in  bankruptcy  filed  in  Fed- 
eral Court  Monday  is  returnable  on 
Nov.  2,  and  it  is  expected  the  plan 
will   be  ready  before  that   time. 


Aid  Chi.  Chest  Drive 


Para. -National  Screen  Deal 
Reported  in  Closing  Stage 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

now  stands,  according  to  informed 
sources,  Paramount  will  renew  its 
distribution  contract  with  National 
Screen,  although  the  making  by  Par- 
amount of  its  own  trailers  is  as- 
serted to  be  a  provision  of  the  deal's 
draft. 

Paramount's  current  arrangement 
with  National  Screen,  calling  for  re- 
lease and  distribution  of  trailers  and 
accessories,  is  understood  to  expire 
on  Jan.   1,  next. 

A  reported  aspect  of  the  deal  is 
that,  if  signed  on  the  dotted  line,  it 
will  entail  no  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
Paramount's  present  personnel  en- 
gaged in  trailer  and  accessory  prep- 
aration. 


Bandits  Get  $2,000 

Port    Huron,    Mich. — James    Hels- 


Chicago — John  Balaban,  B  &  K 
chief;  Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Allied 
prexy;    Eddie    Silverman,    Essaness 

chief,  and  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th-Fox  don,  manager  of  Butterfield  Majes- 
branch  manager,  head  the  film  trade  ;  tic  Theater,  was  held  up  by  two  ban- 
group  in  the  annual  Community  j  dits  in  the  theater  office  and  robbed 
Chest  drive.  !  of  $2,000  receipts. 


Whitworth  Recovers 

Indianapolis — Walter  Whitworth, 
Indianapolis  News  film  critic,  has 
returned  to  his  desk  after  an  absence 
of  ten  weeks  by  illness. 


Latin  Theater  Folds 

Detroit  —  Chester  Brown  has 
closed  the  Latin  Theater,  formerly 
the  Brooklyn,  only  local  house  de- 
voted to  Mexican  and  Spanish  films. 


reviews  of  new  mms 


*  f0R€icn  * 


"Keseru  Mezeshetek" 

(Bitter  Honeymoon) 

with    Antal    Pager,    Zita    Szeleczky 

Danubia  Pictures  76  Mins. 

ROLLICKING  COMEDY  OF  MARITAL 
MISHAPS  HAS  PLENTY  OF  LAUGHS. 

Its  rollicking  fun  entertaining,  this  new 
Hungarian  production  should  click.  The 
cast  is  comprised  of  the  most  popular  Hun- 
garian actors  of  the  day,  and  they  are  all 
skilled  comedians.  The  story  moves  rapidly 
and  the  marital  complications  which  cause 
al!  the  trouble  are  ingenious.  Antel  Pager, 
Klari  Tolnay,  Zita  Szeleczky  and  Lajos 
Basthy  are  featured.  Pager,  about  to  be 
married,  finds  himself  entangled  with 
Klari  Tolnay  when  he  appears  on  the  scene 
as  she  is  about  to  attempt  suicide.  Klari 
further  complicates  things  when  Pager 
leaves  for  his  honeymoon  with  Zita,  but 
finally  everything  is  satisfactorily  straight- 
ened out  for  all  concerned. 

CAST:  Antal  Pager,  Zita  Szeleczky, 
Klari  Tolnay,  Lajos  Basthy,  Ferencz  Ven- 
drey. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Standard  Films; 
Director,  Bela  Balogh.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"An  Organ  Novelty" 

(Vitaphone    Variety) 

Warners  9  mins. 

Good  Organ  Reel 

Presenting  the  prominent  organ- 
ist, Jesse  Crawford,  and  his  wife  and 
daughter,  this  short  stresses  melod- 
ious numbers.  They  play  several 
selections  on  electric  organs  with 
vocal  accompaniment  provided  by 
Miriam  Grahame  and  Robert  Sim- 
mons. "Shadow  Waltz,"  "My  Darl- 
ing," "My  Blue  Heaven,"  "My  Bud- 
dy," and  "I  Know  That  You  Know" 
are  played  during  the  short.  Sev- 
eral dance  scenes  are  used  to  spruce 
up   the  background. 

"Detouring  America" 
(Merrie  Melody  in  Technicolor) 


Warners 


Travel   Satire 


7  Mins. 


Humor  in  this  one  is  derived  from 
poking  clean  but  effective  satire  at 
touring  and  travel.  Audience  is 
taken  to  many  sections  of  the  U.  S. 
where  habits  and  customs  of  the  day 
are  disclosed  in  nonsensical  fashion. 
Jack  Miller  wrote  the  story,  which 
is  in  reality  a  compendium  of 
"gags."  Leon  Schlesinger  produced, 
Fred  Avery  supervised. 


There's  always  the 

FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK 


XA/HEN  in  doubt  refer  to 
the  FILM  DAILY  YEAR 
BOOK.  This  Standard  Refer- 
ence Book  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry  will  answer  prac- 
tically every  question  about 
production,  distribution  or  ex- 
hibition. The  1940  edition  is 
now  in  preparation. 


THE  FILM  DAILY 


1501    Broadway, 
New  York   City 


6425   Hollywood    Blvd., 
Hollywood,     California 
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Wednesday,  October  25,  193$ 


CONFERENCES  BETTER 
THAN  A  CODE-MYERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  its  relationship  to  motion  pic- 
turcs 

H.  M.  Richey,  now  with  RKO  Ra- 
dio and  former  Allied  leader,  spoke 
on  co-operation  within  the  industry. 

Short  talks  were  also  made  by 
Ray  Branch,  Michigan  Allied  prexy, 
and  Jack  Kirsch,  president  of  Illi- 
nois Allied. 

Committees  reported  on  matters 
pertaining  to  Code  negotiations, 
trade  practices,  legislation,  labor, 
unfair  competition  and  other  exhibi- 
tor  problems. 

The  unit  voted  to  change  its  name 
to  the  Allied  Motion  Picture  Theater 
Owners  of  Western  Penna. 

The  following  officers  elected: 
President,  Morris  Rosenberg;  vice- 
president,  Edward  Beedle;  treasurer, 
Joseph  Gellman;  secretary,  Fred 
Herrington;  board  of  directors,  Wil- 
liam Wheat,  Dr.  C.  E.  Herman,  I. 
Roth,  Charles  Blatt,  L.  Corcoran. 

The  convention  banquet  was  held 
in  the  Gold  Room  of  Roosevelt  Ho- 
tel last  night.  Dancing  and  enter- 
tainment followed. 


City  Council  Invites  Exhib.  to  Show  Pix 

Greenwich,  0. — J.  O.  Guthrie,  owner  of  the  Karolyn  Theater  at  nearby  New  London, 
upon  invitation  of  the  city  council,  has  agreed  to  supervise  the  exhibition  of  picture 
•hows  two  days  a  week  in  the  theater  auditorium  contained  in  the  new  city  hall. 
Starting  Oct.  28,  Guthrie  will  present  single  feature  programs  on  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays. 


1940  Technicolor  Schedule       !  Para.  Can't  Yank  Stars 


Calls  for  3-4  Pix  at  Time 


Allied  National,  Unit  Execs, 
at  W.  Pa.  MPTO's  Convention 


Pittsburgh  —  Registered  for  the 
19th  annual  convention  of  the  MPTO 
of  Western  Pennsylvania  at  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel  here  were: 

Col.  Harry  A.  Cole,  national  prexy;  Abram 
P.  Myers,  national  board  chairman;  H.  M. 
Richey  of  RKO  Radio;  Sidney  Samuelson, 
executive  secretary.  Allied  MPTO  of  East- 
ern Pennsylvania;  Miss  Pearl  M.  Sprott,  bus- 
iness manager,  Allied  Theaters  of  Michigan; 
M  A.  Rosenberg,  Fred  J.  Herrington,  Joseph 
Gellman,  Charles  S.  Philbrook,  Alex  S. 
Moore.  Dr.  C.  E.  Herman,  William  D.  Davis. 
I.  Roth,  M.  N.  Shapiro,  Carl  A.  Poke,  all 
MPTO  executives  and  committeemen;  I.  Dan- 
iel Davis,  executive  secretary,  MPTO  of  West 
Virginia;  Samuel  Gould,  Norman  C.  Huhn, 
William  Pinkel,  Archie  Fineman,  Morris 
Finkel,  F.  M.  McKnight,  Nathan  Rosen, 
Harry  Fleishman,  Sam  Fleishman,  R.  H. 
Goldberg,   Bennett  Amdur,   all   of  Pittsburgh. 

R.  V.  McCalmont,  Mt.  Oliver;  R.  Allison, 
Cressnon:  M.  Serventi,  Rimersburg;  Eddie 
Beedle,  Canonsburg;  Harry  Goldberg,  Beaver 
Falls;  George  M.  Purcell,  Uniontown;  N.  A. 
Malonos,  East  Pittsburgh;  Peter  Antonoplos, 
East  Pittsburgh;  Peter  Profili,  Vestaburg; 
William  Gray,  Monongahela;  J.  G.  Carruthers, 
Grove  City:  Larry  Puglia,  Waynesburg;  Her- 
man Stahl.  Oil  City;  Harry  Stahl,  Sharon; 
Miss  C.  R.  Cupler,  Washington;  Werner 
Lund,  Daisytown;  John  C.  Bixler.  Scotts- 
dale:  Robert  S.  Higgins,  Charleroi;  Gene 
Angeli,  California;  Speer  Marousis,  New  Cas- 
tle; Harry  Walker,  Sharpsburg;  William 
Walker,   Crafton;   J.  J.  McFadden,  Renovo. 

Frank  Panoplos.  Clairton;  J.  B.  Kane, 
Pitcairn;  Gilbert  Gellman,  Swissvale;  Morris 
Roth,  Ducjuesne:  Al  Glazer,  McKees  Rocks; 
L  J.  Bender,  Floyd  Bender,  Millvale;  Harry 
Rachiele,  Sharpsburg;  Rudolph  Navari,  Ver- 
ona; Jake  Soltz,  H.  L.  Shearer,  Pittsburgh: 
William  R.  Wheat,  Sewickley;  Charles  R. 
Blatt,  Somerset;  J.  H.  Rankin,  Bridgeville; 
Frank  H.  King,  California;  Theo.  Mikolow- 
sky,  Masontown:  Bart  Dattola,  New  Kensing- 
ton: Oliver  A.  Kihchel,  Jeannette;  John  C. 
Friburg,  Johnsonburg;  John  Oglietti,  Leech- 
burg;  Harry  Hendel,  E.  H.  Goldberg,  Pitts- 
burgh; George  Corcoran,  Monongahela;  A. 
P  Way,  DuBois;  Joseph  Roth,  Duquesne; 
Steve  Rodenok,  Oakmont;  Tony  Vincent, 
Carnegie;  A.  W.  McCormick,  Beaver;  Andrew 
Battiston,  Manor. 


Indiana  ATO  Elects  Officers; 
Cole  Discusses  Arbitration 

Indianapolis  —  Electing    Roy    E. 
Harrold    of   Rushville    as   president, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Herbert    T.    Kalmus,    its    president. 

No  material  change,  Dr.  Kalmus 
asserted,  has  taken  place  in  the  com- 
pany's production  schedule  since  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe. 
This  is  both  true  of  the  domestic 
field  as  well  as  in  England,  where 
Technicolor's  British  laboratories 
are  "carrying  on"  at  a  normal  and 
satisfactory  pace. 

Dr.  Kalmus,  who  came  to  New 
York  last  mid-week  to  receive  the 
SMPE's  Journal  Award  at  that 
body's  Fall  convention  banquet  in 
the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  left  yester- 
for  Rochester  to  pay  a  brief  visit 
to  the  Eastman  Kodak  Co.'s  plant. 
Immediately  in  the  wake  of  his 
Rochester  visit,  he  will  leave  for  the 
Coast,  probably  returning  to  New 
York  in  December. 


Off  Radio,  Says  Balaban 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ident,  asserted  that  the  suggested 
step  is  not  possible,  since  action  is 
beyond  the  power  of  the  producing 
company. 

All  three  of  these  stars  came  to 
the  screen  in  a  practical  sense  from 
the  radio,  and,  consequently,  Para- 
mount has  no  jurisdiction  over  their 
activities  as  performers  who  are 
seeking  outlets  for  their  talents,  Bal- 
aban points  out. 


Nazi 


Drive  for  Rumanian 
Film  Biz  Proves  Floppo 


WAR  WON'T  CUT  PIX 
PROQUCT'N-GIANNINI 


Slaughter  Improving 

Charlotte — Byron  Slaughter  of  the 
local  Paramount  sales  force,  and  Ber- 
nard J.  Ross,  injured  in  an  automo- 
bile collision,  are  improving. 

Schine  Booker  in  Cincy 

Cincinnati  —  Joel  Golden,  booker 
for  Schine,  has  opened  booking  of- 
fices in  the  American  Building. 


members  of  the  Associated  Theater 
Owners  of  Indiana  yesterday  after- 
noon prepared  to  wind  up  its  two- 
day  13th  annual  convention  and 
trade  show  in  the  Antlers  Hotel. 

Other  officers  elected  at  a  morn- 
ing meeting  of  the  newly  chosen 
board  of  directors  were:  Ernest  L. 
Miller  of  Indianapolis,  vice-presi- 
dent; and  Harry  Markun  of  Indian- 
apolis, treasurer. 

In  an  interview  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  board  chairman  and  general 
counsel,'  said  that  he  believed  the 
Government's  suit  to  divorce  the 
producing  companies  from  the  oper- 
ation of  theater  circuits  would  come 
up  next  March.  He  expressed  con- 
fidence that  the  Government  would 
win  the  suit. 

A  uniform  system  of  arbitration 
for  the  settlement  of  clearance  prob- 
lems was  discussed  by  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  national  Allied  prexy.  The 
Neely  anti-block-booking  bill  was 
aired  by  Ernest  L.  Miller,  while 
Leonard  Sowar  talked  on  the  value 
of  group  meetings  and  the  inter- 
change of  ideas.  Alex  Manta  gave 
an  interesting  talk  on  union  con- 
tracts, and  Harry  Markun  spoke  on 
Code  arbitration.  John  I.  Rossiter 
told  of  some  of  the  disadvantages  of 
non-theatrical  competition  in  the 
state  and  advocated  a  wider  margin 
on  percentage  pictures  and  urged  a 
larger  percentage  of  cancellations. 
A  discussion  of  radio  competition 
and  an  open  forum  followed.  A  din- 
ner last  night  brought  the  session  to 
a  close. 


Bucharest  (By  Cable)  —  German 
attempt  via  the  visit  of  a  Nazi  trade 
commission  to  make  a  sizable  inroad 
on  the  film  biz  done  here  by  U.  S. 
distribs.   has  failed  dismally. 

While  the  Nazi  commission  was 
successful  in  negotiating  an  accord 
with  the  official  Cinematic  Ro- 
manesc,  S.  A.  R.,  the  agreement  pro- 
vides for  the  importation  of  only 
40  German  films  during  1939-40. 

The  Rumanian  market  is  expected 
to  absorb  200  American  features  this 
season,  with  French  studios  supply- 
ing the  second  largest  quota,  75. 

War  crisis  is  affecting  exhibition, 
with  estimates  of  closings  varying. 


Head  Relief  Fund  Drive 

Cincinnati — Maury  White,  prexy 
of  United  Theaters,  is  chairman  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Division  of  the 
Jewish  Relief  Fund,  with  Billy  Bien, 
Theater  Poster  Supplies,  and  Lee 
Goldberg,  prexy  Big  Feature  Rights, 
as  assistants. 


On  Convention  Committee 

Charlotte — The  program  commit- 
tee for  the  December  convention  of 
the  TO  of  NSC  has  been  appointed 
as  follows:  F.  H.  Beddingfield,  chair- 
man; Roy  L.  Smart,  and  Ben  Stro- 
zier. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

foreign  currency  problems  facing 
the  U.  S.  industry  will  be  adjudi- 
cated equitably.  He  does  not  be- 
lieve that  any  country  would  force 
measures  which  would  halt  the  sup- 
ply of  films  for  entertainment- 
He  expressed  the  belief  tT  I'  in- 
tensified selling  and  developiiiJ.it  of 
new  markets,  wherever  possible, 
would  probably  compensate  for  some 
of  the  losses  that  will  probably  re- 
sult from  the  war.  Asked  if  banks 
generally  had  agreed  upon  any  war- 
time formula  for  loans  to  producers, 
Dr.  Giannini  said  that  none  had  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge.  He  added, 
that  undoubtedly,  loans  to  any  and 
all  producers  would  call  for  special 
attention  on  three  counts — one,  the 
amount  of  money  needed,  secondly, 
the  type  of  picture  and,  thirdly,  its 
possibilities  for  producing  revenue. 
Here  with  his  family  for  a  short 
vacation,  Dr.  Giannini  plans  to  leave 
New  York  some  time  next  week. 


i 


Weatherford  Promoted 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.— Frank  Weath- 
erford, who  has  been  manager  of  the 
Worth  Theater  since  1932,  has  been 
named  city  manager  of  the  nine  In- 
terstate Circuit  Theaters  in  Fort 
Worth  and  Arlington,  succeeding  the 
late  Pierre  C.  Levy. 

"Grande  Gloire"  Arrives 

"Grande  Gloire,"  first  French  pro- 
duction to  be  completed  in  that  coun- 
try since  the  outbreak  of  war,  and 
the  first  picture  to  deal  directly  with 
the  war,  has  been  received  here  by 
Transatlantic  Films,   distributors. 

Duals  for  the  College,  Chicago 

Chicago— RKO's  College  Theater 
will  eliminate  stage  shows  on  Nov. 
10  and  go  into  a  first-run  double 
feature  policy. 


From  Booker  to  Trouper 

Cleveland — Bill  Sheehan  has  re- 
signed from. the  local  M-G-M  book- 
ing department  to  enroll  in  the 
American  Academy  of  Dramatic  Art 
in  New  York,  where  he  will  take  a 
two  year  course  preparatory  to  tak- 
ing up  a  stage  career.  He  is  suc- 
ceeded by  Ralph  Landsnaes,  student 
booker.  Phil  Harrington,  M-G-M  of- 
fice manager,  has  also  promoted 
Jerry  Weitzel  from  ad  sales  manager 
to  booker.  Bill  McMannis  moves  up 
from  shipper  to  ad  sales  manager. 

D.  M.  Orpheum  Back  to  RKO 

Des  Moines — Return  of  the  Or- 
pheum here  to  RKO  management  on 
Nov.  2  after  three  years  operation 
by  Tri-States  in  a  pooling  arrange- 
ment will  not  affect  other  houses 
pooled  according  to  G.  Ralph  Bran- 
ton,  Tri-States  general  manager. 


Detroit  Censor  Okays  "M" 

Detroit — "M,"  which  was  banned 
by  the  censor  here  when  it  was  first 
presented  for  release,  has  been  o.k.'d 
for  showing  at  the  Cinema  Theater 
by  Sergt.  Charles  W.  Snyder,  film 
censor. 


New  Moe  Cohn  Firm 

Baltimore  —  Moe  Cohn,  Lexway 
proprietor  here,  will  form  the  M. 
and  M.  Corp.  to  operate  the  Clover 
Theater  he  will  take  over  on  Dec.  31. 
Ben  Livingston  had  it  for  17  years. 
It  will  be  remodeled. 


Elite  Starts  First  Feature 

Production  on  "Vilner  Balibessal" 
will  be  started  Nov.  1,  Elite  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  announced  yesterday. 
Elite  will  start  a  second  feature 
production  as  soon  as  work  is  com- 
pleted on  the  first  picture,  it  was 
said. 


T    HilMI1   SON 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Box  Office  in  Frisco  Showing  Pickup  of  10  Per  Cent 

solution!)  four  tradTproblems,  mptoa  goal 

No  Film  Amendment  to  Neutrality  Act  Needed-Barkley 


Senate's      Majority       Leader 
Holds   Measure's   Pro- 
visions Adequate 

By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Majority  Leader  Al- 
ben  Barkley  told  The  Film  Daily 
I'last  night  that  no  specific  amend- 
taient  to  the  Neutrality  Act  was  nec- 
'essary  to  protect  film  interests. 
•  Barkley  contended  that  films 
'along  with  all  other  American  prod- 
ucts could  adequately  be  handled  un- 
j'der  a  transfer  of  title  arrangement, 
| 'for  which  the  committee  believes  the 
1  present  bill  provides. 

Under  arrangement  indicated  be- 
fore American  films  or  other  prod- 

(Continued  on  Page   3) 


PIX  SHARES  WILL  GO 
HIGHER,  STREET  VIEW 


Wall  Street  thinks  "there  is  room 
for  further  improvement  in  the  mar- 
ket valuation  of  movie  shares,"  the 
,Wall  Street  Journal  declared  yes- 
terday, taking  cognizance  of  the  re- 
cent upward  movement  of  film  com- 
pany stocks  both  on  the  Big  Board 
and  the  Curb. 

The  leading  financial  daily  com- 
mented: 

"Movie  shares  have  finally  begun 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Execs,  and  Stars  on  Dais 
as  Masquers  Honor  Zanuck 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  With  the  Masquers 
Club  the  official  host,  Hollywood  last 
night  paid  a  glowing  tribute  to  Dar- 
ryl    F.     Zanuck,    20th-Fox    produc- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


France  Will  Grant  Leaves 
for  Stars  and  Technicians 


Paris  (By  Cable) — Three  months' 
leaves  for  French  film  players  and 
technicians  that  production  may  be 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Amusement  issues  Continue  Upward  Movement 

Amusement  issues  on  the  Big  Board  yesterday  continued  to  advance  generally,  with 
Paramount  first  preferred  leading  the  procession  with  a  4i/2  point  gain  to  close  at  87'/2. 
Universal  preferred  went  up  2'/2  to  72'/2-  Loew's  common  made  a  similar  gain  to  38 W 
Point  gains  were  recorded  by  Columbia's  vtc,  Eastman  preferred,  20th-Fox  preferred 
and  Warner's  preferred.  Columbia's  preferred  went  up  1%-  Firmer  tone  extended  to 
the   Bond  and  Curb   Markets.     For  full   financial   report,   see  table   on   Page  2. 


Italian  Government  to  Increase  Film 
Financing  in  Drive  for  Export  Market 


Rome  (By  Cable)  —  The  Italian 
film  industry  will  make  a  determined 
bid  for  a  considerable  segment  of 
the  world  pix  market  lost  to  British, 
French  and  German  producers  as  a 
result  of  the  war. 

Mussolini's  government,  it  is  re- 
ported, is  prepared  to  at  least  dou- 
ble its  investment  in  film  production 
during    1940,   and,   if   the   war   con- 

(Continucd  c 


tinues,  likely  will  go  well  beyond 
that. 

Annual  Government  aid  now  ap- 
proximates 10,000,000  lire,  and  is 
largely  in  the  form  of  loans.  Addi- 
tional investment  is  to  be  used  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  films  produced 
now  about  50  yearly,  and  to  improve 
the  quality. 

While  Cinecitta,  with  its  eight  stu- 

n   Page   3) 


WB  Aiming  Pix  at  New  20,000,000  Audience 


Warners  is  aiming  its  releases  for 
the  months  immediately  ahead  at 
the  additional  20,000,000  weekly 
audience  regarded  as  potential  in 
the  American  exhibition  field,  it  was 
said  here  yesterday  by  Charlie  Ein- 
feld,  company's  advertising-publi- 
city head. 

At   the   present  time,   weekly   at- 

(Continned  o 


tendance  in  the  United  States  is 
placed  at  60,000,000,  representing 
more  or  less  the  "regulars."  Attrac- 
tion of  the  20,000,000  who  may  at- 
tend casually  or  not  at  all  is  a  job 
to  be  tackled  both  by  producer-dis- 
tributor and  exhibitor,  in  Einfeld's 
opinion. 

Type    of  pix   coming   along   from 
n  Page  7) 


Efforts    to    Overcome    Major 

Obstacles  to  be  Made 

by  Exhib.  Group 

MPTOA  will  concentrate  on  the 
solution  of  what  it  believes  are  the 
four  most  important  trade  practice 
problems,  it  was  learned  following 
the  meeting  of  the  directors  at 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va.,  early 
this  week.  The  four  problems  are 
cancellation,  overbuying,  unreason- 
able clearance  and  "cut-throat"  com- 
petition. 

Efforts  to  overcome  these  ob- 
stacles will  be  the  goal  of  the  or- 
ganization during  the  next  12 
months.     In  so  doing,  the  exhibitor 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

NAME  GN  RECEIVER, 
BUT  DISMISSAL  SEEN 


Frisco  fiox  Office  Up  10  Per  Cent; 
Excellent  Fall  Biz  Prospects  Seen 


Distribs.  Look  to  Pact 

to  Offset  Argentine  Tax 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Amer- 
ican distribs.  here  are  looking  to 
the  Argentine-American  trade  treaty 
now  in  the  process  of  negotiation 
to  overcome  the  new  5  per  cent  in- 
come tax  just  levied  on  foreign  pix 
revenues.  Law,  passed  early  this 
month,  becomes  effective  on  Jan.  1 
next. 


By  VERN  GODKIN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

San  Francisco  —  Theater  execs, 
here  report  a  10  per  cent  box-office 
pickup,  and  are  expecting  an  excel- 
lent Fall  business.  Early  summer 
business  was  down,  they  say,  be- 
cause of  the  Golden  Gate  Exposition, 
but  with  the  influx  of  tourists  and 
visitors    a    pickup    started    in    July, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Appointment  of  Simon  H.  Rifkin 
as  receiver  for  Grand  National  yes- 
terday was  described  by  E.  W.  Ham- 
mons,  president,  as  a  legal  formal- 
ity in  view  of  the  bankruptcy  peti- 
tion filed  against  the  company  by 
three    creditors. 

A  hearing  on  GN's  petition  to  va- 
cate the  receivership  because  of  the 
apparent  completion  of  the  RFC 
loan  will  be  held  tomorrow,  and  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

Exchange  Workers'  Pact 

Negotiations  Due  Soon 

With  contracts  between  major 
companies  and  the  exchange  work- 
ers union  due  to  expire  Nov.  30,  it 
is  expected  that  negotiations  will  be 
instigated  early  next  month  for  a 
renewal  of  the  pact.    Contracts  cov- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Stanley-Warner  Returns 

to  68c  Top  in  De  Luxers 

Philadelphia  —  Without  any  pub- 
licity, Stanley- Warner  de  luxe  down- 
town first-runs  returned  to  a  68  cent 
top  Saturday  night.  All  but  two 
downtown  houses,  the  Stanton,  which 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Cose     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 13l/2     12'/s     13^  +  1% 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  <2'/2%)    8V2       7'/2       8Vi   +  1 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd. .   205/8     19        205/8   -f  ^% 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 1 1/,       1 V4       1 14      

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...    10y8     10V4     10%    +      % 

East.    Kodak     162'/2  162       162'/2  —  1 

do    pfd 165       164       165       +1 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 1334     13         133,4   +     7/8 

Loew's,    Inc 38'/4     36         38'/4   +  2!/2 

do    pfd 

Paramount      9'/4       8'/2       91/4   +     3£ 

Paramount   1st   pfd...   87y2     83 V2     87'/2   +  4l/2 
Paramount    2nd    pfd..    10'/4       9y2     IOI/4  +     % 

Pathe    Film     U3/8     i07/8     n        +     l/8 

RKO    1^4       15/8       1%  +     y 

20th    Century-Fox    . .    15'/2     1454     15%   +  1 1/8 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24%     23*A     24%   +    1 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 73         72         72'/2   -f  2'/2 

Warner    Bros 43/4       4'/4       4%   -f     % 

do    pfd 50        49        50       +1 

NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.100y2   100y2  10O'/2 
Loew's    deb.    3'/2s46     983/4     98%     983/4   +     3^ 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3'/4s47    83         82%     83        4-      V, 

RKO    6s41     .... 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Brcs.'  dbs.  6s48  81  %     81  '/4     81  3^   -f   1  " 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.     ...      114       1 14       1 V4   +      'A 

Sonotone    Corp 13/8       -|3/8       1%   -J-     Va 

Technicolor    14'/2     13  14%    +   1% 

Trans-Lux     1 1/4       1 1/4       1 1/4   +      l/8 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     2%       2%       2%   -j-     % 

Universal    Picts 7'/2       7%       7'/2 

N.  Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 1001/2 

Fox    Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's    Thea.    Realty    6s    1st    '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.   '45..    63  66 

Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 60         62 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Spyros  Skouras  In  Denver 

for  NT  Divisional  Parley 

Denver — Discussion  of  new  prod- 
uct and  how  to  sell  more  tickets  will 
be  the  subjects  under  discussion  at 
the  annual  visit  of  Spyros  Skouras, 
National  Theater,  Inc.,  president,  to 
Denver  today. 

Skouras  will  arrive  from  the  East 
this  morning  and  will  go  direct  to 
the  Fox  Intermountain  headquart- 
ers, where  the  meeting  will  be  held. 
Rick  Ricketson,  division  manager, 
will  meet  Skouras. 

Attending  the  meeting  will  be  dis- 
trict managers  and  bookers,  man- 
agers of  Fox  houses  in  Denver,  and 
a  few  managers  from  nearby  cities. 

After  discussing  new  product 
Skouras  will  lead  a  round-table  dis- 
cussion of  how  to  improve  business 
for  the  theater. 

Skouras  will  leave  by  plane  to- 
morrow for  Salt  Lake  City,  going 
from  there  to  the  Coast. 


Loophole  in  Ga.  Sun.  Law 
Through  Local  Officials? 

Atlanta,  Ga.  —  Although  the 
Georgia  Court  of  Appeals  has  ruled 
that  Sunday  movies  in  the  state  are 
illegal,  it  appeared  likely  yesterday 
that  the  theaters  will  continue  to 
operate  on  that  day.  The  recent 
Court  of  Appeals  ruling  stated  that 
operation  for  charities  was  no  "loop- 
hole" with  which  to  evade  the  Sun- 
day blue  laws. 

However,  it  has  been  stated  by 
state  officials  that  prosecution  of 
operators  will  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
local  authorities  and  it  is  indicated 
that  the  latter,  in  most  instances, 
will  choose  not  to  enforce  the  law  so 
long  as  the  theaters  continue  to  turn 
over  part  of  their  receipts  for  chari- 
ties. 


Atlanta's  Auditorium  May 
Have  Premiere  of  "Wind" 


Atlanta,  Ga. — World  premiere  of 
David  O.  Selznick's  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  is  expected  to  take  place  in 
the  municipal  auditorium  here,  prob- 
ably on  Dec.  13.  Significance  is 
attached  to  the  fact  that  the  city 
is  reserving  mid-December  use  of 
the   auditorium. 

Ground  work  for  the  premiere  was 
laid  here  by  H.  B.  Ferguson,  rep- 
resenting M-G-M,  and  Katherine 
Brown,  representing  S-I,  who  con- 
ferred with  Governor  Rivers,  Mayor 
Hartsfield   and  theater  execs. 


Holman  Quits  Columbia 

for  a  Research  Project 

We^t    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — William  S.  Holman, 
studio  manager  at  Columbia,  has 
settled  his  contract  and  leaves  that 
organization  Saturday.  He  will  be 
succeeded  by  Comptroller  H.  A.  Mc- 
Donnell. 

Holman's  future  plans  are  said  to 
include  a  research  project  covering 
certain  phases  of  production  for  Co- 
lumbia and  one  or  more  other  studios. 
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Name  Receiver  for  GN, 

But  Dismissal  is  Seen 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

dications  are  that  the  bankruptcy 
will  be  dismissed. 

The  RFC  money  is  expected  to  be 
delivered  to  Hammons  before  the  end 
of  the  week  and  further  finances 
from  Felt  &  Co.  are  due  to  follow 
immediately. 

Hammons  said  yesterday  that  the 
RFC  loan  would  be  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  pay  off  indebtedness,  with 
a  substantial  amount  left  over  for 
operating  expenses.  The  Felt  money 
will  be  used  to  finance  production. 


West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — A  meeting  of  Grand 
National  creditors  has  been  called 
for  next  Tuesday  by  Loyd  Wright, 
trustee.  Session  will  be  held  in  the 
proiection  room  of  the  studios  at  10 
A.M. 


Stoneman  Grilled  in  Suit 

Against  Publix  Directors 

Examination  of  David  Stoneman 
whose  action  against  Publix  direc- 
tors as  individuals,  charging  a  fraud- 
ulent financial  statement,  goes  into 
its  third  day  tcday  before  Judge 
Valente  and  a  jury  in  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court.  Louis  Nizer,  counsel  for  the 
defendants,  cross-examined  Stone- 
man for  five  hours  yesterday  and 
will  resume  his  examination  today. 

Stoneman  claims  that  when  the 
Empire  Theater,  Portland,  Me.,  was 
sold  to  Publix,  the  company's  finan- 
cial statement  left  out  $36,000,000  in 
guarantees  on  leases,  notes  and 
mortgages  and  that  he  was  de- 
frauded in  the  transaction. 

The  suit  was  filed  in  1937.  Stone- 
man is  treasurer  of  Interstate  The- 
aters Corp.  of  Boston. 


GTE  Reports  Three-Month 

Net  Profit  of  $154,347 

General  Theaters  Equipment 
Corp.  and  subsidiary  companies,  ex- 
cluding Cinema  Building  Corp.,  J. 
M.  Wall  Machine  Co.,  Inc.  and 
Zephyr-  Shaver  Corp.,  report  con- 
solidated net  profit,  after  provision 
for  depreciation  and  estimated  Fed- 
eral income  tax,  for  the  three  months 
ended  Sept.  30.  subject  to  year-end 
adjustments,  of  $154,347.  This  com- 
pares with  consolidated  net  profit 
of  $218,524  for  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  Capital  stock  out- 
standing as  of  Sept.  30,  was  597,397 
shares. 


Only  One  Chicago  Film 

Theater  Not  Operating 

Chicago — This  city  has  a  single 
dark  pix  house,  according  to  records 
of  the  Chicago  film  carriers'  union. 
It's   the    Lincoln   Ave.   Easterly. 

Union  reports  servicing  320  thea- 
ters in  the  Chicago  district,  an  in- 
crease over  last  year. 

Film  Truck  Service,  according  to 
D.  W.  Koerner,  has  six  more  houses 
on   its  books  than  last  year. 

Film  carriers'  division  of  the 
American  Truck  Association  met 
here  Tuesday  to  discuss  trade  prob- 
lems. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  Universal  manager  of 
distribution,  leaves  New  York  today  on  a  sales 
trip,  attending  the  Variety  Club  banquet  in 
Pittsburgh  this  week-end  while  on  his  tour 
of    "U"    branches. 

JOSEPH  BERNHARD,  general  mana-s.'  of 
Warner  theaters,  and  HARRY  COLDBER'  /ar- 
ner  theater  ad.  and  pub.  chieftain,  re?  S,  f0 
the  home  office  today  from  a  trip  to  Chicago 
and    Milwaukee. 

TOM  GORMAN,  RKO  district  manager  in 
Chicago,  has  returned  to  that  city  after  con- 
ferences at  the   home  office. 

CEORGE  SEITZ,  Metro  director,  arrives  in 
New  York  this  week  from  the  Coast  for  a 
short    vacation. 

LYNN  BARI,  20th-Fox  player,  and  her  hus- 
band. WALTER  KANE,  planed  in  yesterday  on 
the    TWA    Sky    Chief    for   a    short    vacation. 

MARGARET  ETTINCER  arrives  here  Sunday 
via    American    Airlines    for    a    brief    visit. 

BRODERICK  CRAWFORD  planed  in  yesterday 
via   TWA   for   a    three-week   vacation. 

SPENCER  TRACY  arrives  in  Detroit  today 
from    the   Coast. 

VAUGHN  CLAZER,  actor,  has  cut  short  his 
New  York  vacation  to  return  to  the  Coast  for 
a   role  in  a   new  Paramount  picture. 

ABEM  FINKEL,  Warner  writer,  leaves  the 
Coast  today  for  a  vacation  in  South  America 
and    the   West    Indies. 

LUISE  RAINER  and  PAUL  CRAETZ,  presi- 
dent of  Transcontinental  Films,  arrive  in  New 
York    today    on    the    Rotterdam. 

JOAN  BLONDELL  arrives  here  tomorrow  morn- 
ng   from    the    Coast. 

CLAIRE   TREVOR   is  stopping   at   the  Waldorf. 
JOSEPH    SCHILDKRAUT    has    returned    to    the 
Ccast. 


Detroit  Variety  Club 

Names  Robinson  Barker 


Detroit — Variety  Club  elected  new 
officers  for  1940  as  follows:  Harold 
C.  Robinson,  manager,  Film  Truck 
Service,  chief  barker;  John  Howard, 
Paramount  branch  manager,  first 
assistant  chief  barker;  Lew  Wisper, 
of  Wisper  &  Wetsman  Theaters,  sec- 
ond assistant  chief  barker;  David 
Newman,  Pasadena  Theater,  proper- 
ty master;  and  Jack  Saxe,  Mono- 
gram Pictures,  treasurer,  dough  guy. 

Uncle  SanTWould  Halt 

Admission  Tax  Evasions 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Internal  Revenue 
Bureau's  continuing  drive  in  New 
York  City  against  evasions  of  the 
Federal  admissions  tax  by  theaters, 
etc.,  may  be  extended  to  span  the 
country,  it  is  intimated  by  Commis- 
sioner  G.    T.   Helvering. 

RKO-B  b  K  Deal  in  Work 

Chicago — RKO  Radio,  represented 
by  Jack  Osserman,  exchange  head,  is 
talking  a  seasonal  product  deal  with 
B  &  K. 


THE  THEATRE 


'AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

wuk  MILTON  BERLE 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.    Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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MPTOA  IN  CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST  4  PROBLEMS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

:body  will  seek  concessions  from  those 
companies  which  have  not  yet  an- 
nounced more  liberal  selling  policies, 
and_at  the  same  time  will  seek  to 
off ~^  agitation  for  the  Neely  bill. 
Analysis  of  exhibitor  problems 
and  the  exchange  of  views  on  theater 
operation  were  among  the  issues 
considered  valuable  at  the  sessions. 


ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DAVY, 


Sees  No  Film  Amendment 
to  Neutrality  Pact  Needed 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ucts  leave  this  country,  title  should 
|  be  transferred  to  a  British  affiliate 
or  subsidiary  company. 

"We  have  discussed  this  title  mat- 
ter  at  considerable   length   in   com- 
I  mittee,"  Senator  Barkley  commented. 
"I  don't  see  how  we  could   reason- 
j  ably    exempt    film    shipments     any 
i  more  than  other  American  products, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  where  there 
]  is  such  a  subsidiary  or  affiliate  cor- 
;  poration — in  effect  a  citizen  of  the 
foreign    country — transfer    of    title 
should  not  be  a  matter  of  much  dif- 
ficulty.    Thus,  it  wouldn't  be  neces- 
sary to  amend  the  act  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  film  industry,"  Bark- 
ley   said. 

Plans  to  introduce  a  specific 
amendment  to  the  Neutrality  Act 
protecting  copyright  on  films  sent 
abroad  have  been  shelved,  it  was 
said  last  night  by  Rep.  Charles  Kra- 
mer (D.,  Calif.). 

Earlier  in  the  day,  it  had  been 
expected  that  an  amendment  would 
be  offered  retaining  the  copyright 
protection  for  American  producers, 
although  title  to  the  film  would  "pass 
■  on  sale.  Kramer  indicated  the  in- 
dustry will  employ  another  method 
of  protecting  the  copyright,  but  de- 
clined to  say  how  it  would  be  ef- 
fected. 

Sen.  John  A.  Danaher  (R.,  Conn.) 
has  interested  himself  in  the  mat- 
ter insofar  as  the  copyright  angle 
is  concerned.  Opinion  seems  con- 
clusive that  nothing  will  be  done 
regarding  passing  of  title  to  the  film, 
although  they  are  leased,  instead  of 
sold.  Under  the  Neutrality  Act  the 
deal   will   have   to  be   cash. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  prexy,  is 
here  in  connection  with  the  problem 
presented  by  the  Neutrality  Act. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM     DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   26 

Jackie  Coogan  H.B.Warner 

Buddy  Messinger  Mark  Sandrich 

Ralph  Ravenscroft 


T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     BELIEVE  it  or  not there   was   a  double   feature  yester 

morn  at   the   Roxy   Theater the   management   prefacing   the   regular 

unfolding   of   "Hollywood   Cavalcade"    on   the   screen by    unfolding 

Ihe  world's  largest  one-piece  oval  rug  on  the  lobby  floor and  doing 

so  with  a  fanfare  you  can  only  find  in  this   glittering  pix  biz But 

consider  the  possibilities  had  the  Roxy  waited to  put  down  the  rug 

until  "Drums  Along  the   Mohawk"  came   to  town for  the   Mohawk 

Carpet  Mills.  Inc.,  produced  the   prairie  of   wool and  anyone   who 

has  ever  been  up  Amsterdam.  N.  Y.  way  has  heard  the  music  of  that 
mill's  looms sort  of  "Hums  Along  the  Mohawk" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  GENERALLY  the  rug  is  a  reproduction  of  its  pre- 
decessor  which   the   late   S.   L.   "Roxy"   Rothafel   purchased 

when  the  house  opened  back  in  '27 and  which  felt  the  tread 

of  some  70,000,000  pix  fans  during  the  12  years  it  was  in  service 

The  new  rug,  which  is  40  feet  wide  and  58  feet  long,  cost 

some   $15,000   and   was   ordered   via   W.   &   J.   Sloane Ten 

cardinal  colors  were  employed but  the  most  colorful  things 

about  it  yesterday  a.m.  were  the  22   Gae  Foster  Girls who 

ceremoniously  unrolled  it  to  the  flash  of  news  photographers' 
bulbs 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     CLOSE-UPS: Speaking  of  the  Roxy when  the  new 

20th-Fox  pix,  "20,000  Men  a  Year,"  opens  tomorrow  there the  pres- 
ent F  &  M  stage  show  comprising  Pat  Rooney,  Jimmy  Shields.  Joe  Jack- 
son, Ted  Lester,  the  Gae  Foster  Girls,  and  Paul  Ash  with  the  Roxy  Thea- 
ter Ork will  be  held  over  with  the  new  film the  first  time  in 

Roxy   history   that   such    a   thing   has   happened which    speaks    for 

itself.  .  .  •  A  duo  of  Paramount  personalities  grabbed  Song  Hit  Mag- 
azine-sponsored  plaques at   the    Independent   Magazine    Publishers 

banquet  last  night  in  the  New  Yorker  Hotel ....  Lanny  Ross,  who  sings 
Ihe  role  of  Prince  David  in  Para.'s  "Gulliver's  Travels,"  won  the  "Best 

Singer's    Plaque" while    Hoagy     Carmichael,    composer    of    "Blue 

Orchids,'"  featured  in  the  Para,  short  "Ted  Fio  Rito  and  His  Orchestra," 
got  the  "Best  Composer  Plaque" 


Italy  to  Increase  Film 

Financing  in  Export  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dios,  will  play  a  major  role  in-  the 
expansion  move,  other  producing 
centers  such  as  Farnesina,  Tirrenia 
and  Safa  will  benefit. 

II  Duce  is  reported  taking  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  opportunistic 
drive,  feeling  that  with  British  and 
French  production  restricted  and 
German  pix  in  disfavor  because  of 
the  infusion  of  Nazi  propaganda, 
Italy  can  quickly  rank  second  to 
Hollywood. 


The  lire  at  the  present  rate  of 
foreign  exchange  is  worth  5.05  cents. 

14  Parisian  Film  Houses 

Open  with  All-U.  S.  Bills 

Paris  (By  Cable)— Fourteen  Pari- 
sian film  theaters  are  now  operating. 
Programs  are  exclusively  American 
pix. 


Execs.,  and  Stars  on  Dais 
as  Masquers  Honor  Zanuck 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  chief.  On  the  dais  at  the  din- 
ner at  which  Prexy  William  B. 
Davidson  presided  were  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  William 
Goetz,  James  Roosevelt,  Mervyn 
Leroy,  Al  Jolson,  Charles  Laughton, 
Jack  Benny,  Edgar  Bergen,  Orson 
Welles,  Lucien  Hubbard,  Harry  Joe 
Brown,  Judge  Edward  R.  Brand, 
William  Koenig,  Kenneth  Macgowan. 
Edward  G.  Robinson,  John  Ford, 
Raymond  Griffith,  Gene  Fowler  and 
Gregory  Ratoff. 


'Disputed  Passage"  Equals 

"Bali's"  First-Day  Take 

Paramount's  "Disputed  Passage" 
with  Dick  Powell  in  person  and 
Teddy  Powell's  band,  got  off  to  a 
flying  start  yesterday  at  the  local 
Paramount  Theater  with  receipts 
;unning  neck  and  neck  with  the 
first  day  "take"  of  "Honeymoon"  in 
Bali." 


FRISCO  B.O.  SHOWS 
PICKUP  OF  10  P.  C, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  now   local   patronage   is   coming 
back  stronger. 

A  number  of  new  theaters  are  be- 
ing constructed  and  opened,  and  ma- 
jor overhaul  jobs  being  done  on  some 
of  the  older  houses  to  bring  them 
up  to   date. 

Joe  Blumenfeld  reports  that  his 
circuit  is  experiencing  good  busi- 
ness, and  that  their  new  Esquire 
Theater  in  Oakland  which  opened 
Sept.  1,  is  playing  to  big  houses. 
The  new  Telenews  Theater  in  San 
Francisco  is  off  to  a  flying  start 
with  their  one-hour  shows  of  straight 
news  films. 

Exchange  managers  and  theater 
execs,  report  that  the  trend  here  is 
towards  good  action  pix,  and  char- 
acter pictures  that  have  an  emo- 
tional pull.  Pictures  like  "Four 
Feathers,"  "Beau  Geste,"  and  "Stan- 
ley and  Livingstone"  have  pulled  top- 
houses  with  consistent  holdovers. 
This  is  also  true  of  "Goodbye,  Mr. 
Chips,"  and  similar  ones  having 
good  character  portrayal  and  an 
emotional    appeal. 

Most  circuits  say  they  do  not  want 
double-features,  and  are  trying  to 
pull  away  from  them  wherever  pos- 
sible. In  some  spots  competition 
and  public  demand  seem  to  make 
them  necessary.  Other  theaters  are 
trying  out  first-run  single  features 
with  top  rating,  backed  by  plenty 
of  advertising,  and  are  getting  fa- 
vorable results  at  the  box-office. 

Premiums  are  going  out  in  favor 
of  Bingo  in  many  nabes.  Others 
are  using  special  cash  night  draw- 
ings to  boost  midweek  low-attend- 
ance nights. 


Stanley-Warner  Returns 

to  68c  Top  in  de  Luxers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  been  running  repeats,  and  the 
Capitol,  an  action  house,  now  have 
the  68  cent  night  scale. 

Slight  raises  in  other  downtown 
houses  also  were  effected.  Local  ex- 
hibitors are  much  pleased  with  the 
idea,  figuring  that  it  is  a  turn  for  the 
better  and  means  and  end  to  any 
future  prospective  price  slashing. 


Exchange  Workers'  Pact 

Negotiations  Due  Soon 

(Continued  fro?n  Page  1) 

ering  both  local  situations  as  well 
as  the  master  agreement  expire  on 
the  same  date.  Current  agreement 
has  been  in  effect  for  two  years. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Denver — Ed  Kirkmeyer,  city  man- 
ager for  Fox  at  Helena,  Mont.,  while 
on  a  trip  to  Denver,  was  married  to 
Miss  Nellie  Grant.  This  culminated 
a  college  romance. 


e  s 


HE  MARCH! 


No  company— ever— at  any  time  has  had  so  many 
hits  and  the  Parade  will  continue  throughout 
1939-40.  As  ever  it  is  M-G-M,  the  solid  rock 
upon  which  your  true  security  rests,  that  electrifies 
the  industry  with  optimism  when  courage  and 
fortitude  are  most  needed.  Here  are  pictures  to 
play  and  to  promote  for  long,  successful  engage- 
ments. Hooray  for  Leo!  Friendly  company  indeed! 
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•     PROJECTION 
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B  &  K  CONTINUING 
FALL  IMPROVEMENTS 


Chicago — Balaban  &  Katz  circuit 
is  continuing  its  theater  improvement 
program  through  the  Fall  months, 
which  have  already  seen  the  key 
Chicago  Theater's  air  conditioning 
and  heating  systems  made  more  ef- 
ficient via  use  of  some  25,000  pounds 
of  Johns-Manville  four-inch  rock 
wool  for  insulation.  Large  quanti- 
ties of  the  same  material  were  em- 
ployed recently  in  both  the  State 
Lake  and  the  Will  Rogers  Theater 
here.  Other  houses  are  currently 
under  consideration  for  similar 
treatment. 

The  Regal,  on  the  South  Side,  has 
received  modern  booth  equipment 
and  the  latest  RCA  sound;  the  Bilt- 
more  carpeting  and  redecoration;  the 
South  Town  a  new  roof  of  asphalt 
and  felt.  Later  improvement  is 
being  effectuated  in  the  instances  of 
the  Tivoli  on  the  South  Side  and 
the   Gateway  on  the  West  Side. 

Several  hundred  new  seats  are 
going  into  the  UA  Theater,  and  a 
seating  requirement  survey  is  being 
conducted  in  behalf  of  47  other 
houses. 


Night 

and 

Day! 

You  get  Top-Speed  Service  fay 

R  A I LWAY 

Express 

Films  — talkies,  silents,  features,  news- 
reels— are  handled  with  care  at  top  speed 
by  dependable  RAILWAY  EXPRESS.  You 
beat  countless  deadlines  day  and  night 
by  this  complete,  convenient,  nation- 
wide route.  Economical  express  rates 
include  pick-up  and  delivery  in  all  cities 
and  principal  towns  and  double-receipt 
security.  Whatever  your  requirements— 
for  scheduled  or  special  shipments— just 
phone  your  local  RAILWAY  EXPRESS 
office  for  service  right  to  your  door. 

For  3  -mile-a-minute  speed,  use 
Air  Express  —2500  miles  overnight! 

1839. . .  A  Century  of  Service. . .  1939 

Railway 
Express 

AGENCY,  IXC. 


Unique  Marquee 

Detroit  —  An  unusual  type  of  mar- 
quee, featuring  indirect  colored  neon 
lighting  behind  structural  glass,  is  being 
installed  by  American  Electrical  Displays 
of  Kalamazoo  on  the  Cameo  Theater, 
for  George  Flucksa  and  William  Stoica. 
Marquee  was  sold  by  S.  C.  Waldron 
through    National    Theater    Supply    Co. 


$55,000  In  Improvements 

for  Kilbride-Lane  House 


Detroit— The  Alhambra  Theater, 
N.  Woodward  Ave.,  is  being  com- 
pletely remodelled  at  a  cost  of 
about  $55,000.  House  is  operated  by 
Barney  Kilbride  and  Alfred  Lane. 
New  suspended  ceiling  is  being  in- 
stalled by  Walker  &  Co.,  in  the 
lobby  and  foyer. 

Seating  is  being  installed  by 
George  W.  Carr,  for  International 
Seating  Co.;  new  carpeting,  screen, 
sound,  drapes,  and  other  equipment 
by  National  Theater  Supply  Co. 

James  Moynes  Co.,  Milwaukee,  is 
general  contractor.  C.  Howard  Crane 
and    Associates    are    architects. 


Am  pro  Introduces  New 

Public  Address  System 

Chicago — Ampro  Corp.  have  de- 
veloped a  new  tri-purpose  public  ad- 
dress system  for  use  in  theaters. 
The  volume  is  more  than  sufficient 
for  auditoriums  seating  10,000  or 
more  people.  A  powerful  auxiliary 
amplifier  is  added  for  use  with  Am- 
prosound  projectors. 


Caterpillar  Develops 

Low  Cost  Power  Plant 


Peoria — The  Caterpillar  Tractor 
Co.  has  just  completed  a  low  cost 
economical  power  plant  of  30  kw. 
capacity.  The  new  set  includes  a 
six-cylinder  Diesel  engine  with  all 
electrical  equipment  inbuilt,  with  the 
exception  of  the  circuit  breaker. 

Less  than  an  hour,  is  required  to 
install,  it  is  stated.  The  engine  has 
three  operating  adjustments,  none 
of  which  includes  the  Diesel  fuel 
system.  The  generator  is  of  single 
unit  construction,  equipped  with  ball 
bearings.  Built  in  regulation  enables 
the  set  to  pick  up  large  motor  loads 
with  little  light  flicker  and  voltage 
drop. 

No  voltage  regulator  is  required, 
as  units  of  this  capacity  are  almost 
always,  operated  close  to  their  power 
destination. 

Fifteen  and  twenty  kilowatt  sizes 
are  also  offered. 


Wometco   Reopens  State, 
Miami,  After  Remodeling 

Miami — State  Theater,  downtown 
house  of  the  Wometco  chain,  has 
reopened  after  remodeling  expen- 
ditures of  about  $35,000.  House  has 
been  redecorated,  re-seated — a  new 
smoking  loge,  complete  mezzanine 
lounge  and  new  front  added.  Seats 
by  General  Seating.  Drapes  and 
curtains  by  Premiere  Scenery  Stu- 
dio. Modern  blass  front  by  Pitts- 
burgh Plate  Glass.  Also,  General 
Register  installed  "automaticket" 
ticket  machine. 


Film  Shares  Will  Go 

Higher,  Wall  Street  View 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  respond  broadly  to  the  somewhat 
more  optimistic  comment  that  has 
been  heard  in  the  Street  recently 
on  the  industry.  It  has  been  felt  for 
some  time  that  the  market  was 
rather  drastic  in  appraising  the  loss 
of  revenue  incident  to  the  war. 
Some  of  the  leading  producers  with 
a  stake  in  the  foreign  field  estimated 
that  perhaps  5  per  cent  to  7  per  cent 
of  their  gross  business  would  be 
affected  but  even  that  might  be 
modified.  Some  actual  improvement 
in  neutral  markets  is  expected. 

"Another  factor  in  the  movie  sit- 
uation is  that  producers  apparently 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  war  to 
effect  some  real  economies  which 
will  also  cushion  the  losses  abroad. 
While  not  predicting  a  complete  re- 
covery, interests  close  to  the  situa- 
tion believe  there  is  room  for  further 
improvement  in  the  market  valua- 
tion of  movie  shares." 


France  Will  Grant  Leaves 
for  Stars  and  Technicians 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

resumed  is  the  plan  shaping  up  here. 

Figured  this  will  permit  not  only 
the  completion  of  seven  unfinished 
features  but  the  shooting  of  others. 
Plan  is  contingent,  of  course,  upon 
moderate  activity  on  the  Western 
front  during  November,  December 
and  January. 

French  production  is  now  under 
control  of  a  Government-designated 
committee  of  eight  producers.  Sei'v- 
ing  on  it  are  J.  de  Baroncelli,  Jean 
Benoit  -  Levy,  Raymond  Bernard, 
Rene  Clair,  Julien  Duvivier,  Jacques 
Feyder,  Marcel  L'Herbier,  and  Jean 
Renoir,  all  men  who,  during  the  past 
twenty  years,  have  built  up  the 
French  industry  to  the  position  it 
holds  to-day. 

The  Committee  is  working  under 
M.  Yves  Chataigneau,  head  of  the 
Film  Department  of  the  Commis- 
sariat de  lTnformation.  A  large 
schedule  of  important  productions 
will  shortly  be  announced,  it  is  stat- 
ed, which  will  satisfy  the  pressing 
demands  of  foreign  markets  and  the 
need  for  maintaining  French  morale. 


h  SIXTY  YEAR 

\^i  -     Electricity's  Cont 

By  ROBEF 
Nela  Park  Engir, 

(Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  third  and  con 
eluding  article  of  this  series  which  traces  the 
history  and  application  of  electric  illumination 
in  film  houses  since  the  invention  of  the  in- 
candescent   lamp.) 

jNTIL  very  recently,  the  mov 
**'  ing  picture  theater,  practically 
speaking,  had  never  known  any  light 
source  other  than  the  incandescent 
lamp  for  utilitarian,  decorative  and 
display  lighting.  (Of  course  arc 
sources  have  been  used  right  along 
and  are  still  being  used  for  35  mm 
projection.)  Last  year  a  new  light 
source,  the  fluorescent  lamp,  made 
its  appearance,  and  since  that  time 
has  proved  itself  to  be  a  valuable  tool 
for  the  theater  architect  and  for 
the  theater  display  man. 

Fluorescent  lamps  are  tubular 
sources  and  hence  are  ideally 
adapted  in  shape  to  all  sorts  of 
architectural  built-in  treatments 
such  as  in  coves,  niches,  and  to 
luminate  luminous  panels.  Their 
outstanding  characteristics  are  their 
coolness  of  operation  and  the  fact 
(hat  they  are  by  far  the  most  ef- 
ficient sources  of  colored  light  ever 
developed.  This  latter  feature,  of 
course,  make  them  of  particular 
interest  to  the  display  man  and  to 
the  decorator. 

Fluorescent  lamps  operate  on  a 
principle  entirely  different  from 
that  which  is  used  to  produce  light 
in  incandescent  lamps.  They  are 
mercury  arc  lamps  and  produce  light 
by  converting  the  invisible  ultra- 
violet radiation,  of  which  the  mer- 
cury arc  is  a  rich  source,  into  vis- 
ible light.  This  is  done  by  coating 
the  inside  of  the  tube  with  fluores- 
cent chemicals  that  have  the  prop- 
erty of  emitting  light,  when  exposed 
to  ultraviolet  radiation. 

There  are  many  varieties  of 
fluorescent  materials  and  each 
emits  light  of  a  characteristic  color. 
Hence  by  proper  selection  or  blend- 
ing of  the  chemicals,  lamps  of  vari- 
ous colors  can  be  made.  At  present 
fluorescent  lamps  are  available  in 
daylight,  white,  green,  blue,  red, 
pink  and  gold.  Although  no  one  is 
predicting  that  the  dominant  posi- 
tion  of  the   incandescent   lamp   in 
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the  theater  will  very  soon  be  threat- 
ened by  the  fluorescent  lamp,  nev- 
ertheless the  new  source  does  seem 
destined  to  find  more  and  more  of 
(('  a  place  in  the  fields  of  decorative 

111  and    display    lighting. 

Hi  *  *  * 

PVEN  before  fluorescent  lamps 
k"  made  their  appearance,  the 
principle  of  fluorescence  had  been 

h  utilized  to  a  small  extent  in  a  few 

*' theaters.     "Black  light"  decorative 

5  effects  had  been  tried  out  more 
or  less  experimentally,  and  now 
that  satisfactory  and  handy  sources 
of  "black  light"  are  readily  avail- 
able this  new  decorative  medium  is 

l\  rapidly  gaining  popularity.  "Black 
light"  is  simply  invisible  ultraviolet 

;?  radiation,  and  when  it  is  directed  at 
a  surface  on  which  a  scene  or  de- 

i  sign  has  been  painted  with  fiuores- 

ni  cent  paint  the  effect   produced   is 

If  striking. 

Fluorescent    paint    may    also    be 

'<  used  on  statuary  to  create  an  un- 
usual   illusion    when    it    is    flooded 

1  with     ultraviolet     radiation.       And 

0  there  are  other  possibilities. 
It  is  just  60  years  since   Edison 

!|  amazed  the  world  with  his  magic 
i  light  in  a  bottle.  One  wonders  if  in 
H  his  most  extravagant  flights  of  fancy 

1  the  Wizard  of  Menlo  Park  could 
1  have  envisioned  the  effect  that  his 

invention  would  have  on  the  civili- 
zation of  his  time.  What  lies  ahead 
in    lighting   is   anyona's   guess.      In 

i  view  of  the  splendid  facilities  for 
research  that  exist  today,  the  ex- 
cellent   scientific    training    that    is 

'  available,  and  the  millions  of  dollars 
being   spent  annually   in    improving 

)  and  developing  light  sources,  surely 

I  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  light- 
ing progress  of  the  future  will  be 
no  less  brilliant  than  that  of  the 
past. 

It  is  equally  safe  to  predict  that 
as  better  light  sources  are  made 
available  theater  men  will  continue 
to  be  among  the  first  to  recognize 
their  advantages  and  put  them  to 
practical  use. 


Wisper-Wetsman's  Harper, 
Detroit,  Opens  Next  Month 

Detroit — New  Harper  Theater  be- 
ing erected  on  the  east  side  by  Wis- 
per  &  Wetsman  Circuit  at  a  cost  of 
about  $200,000,  is  expected  to  open 
late  in  November.  House  has  1,950 
seats,  all  on  one  floor.  Indirect  ceil- 
ing lighting,  and  one  of  the  largest 
marquees  in  the  state,  are  other 
features. 

Charles  N.  Agree  is  general  archi- 
tect. American  Seating  Co.  is  put- 
ting in  the  seats;  and  Walker  & 
Co.,  the  marquee.  National  Theater 
Supply  Co.  is  furnishing  Simplex 
Four  Star  sound,  Simplex  E  7  pro- 
jectors, Walker  Screen,  and  Crest- 
wood  carpeting. 


Benton  Manchester  Named 
Conditionaire  Gen'l  Mgr. 

Detroit — Benton  D.  Manchester, 
nationally  known  engineer,  has  been 
appointed  general  manager  of  Con- 
ditionaire, Inc.,  specialists  in  the- 
atrical  air   conditioning. 

Warners  Aiming  Pix  at 

New  20,000,000  Audience 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Warners,  the  exec,  declared,  calls 
for  "intelligent  and  ambitious 
handling,"  and,  receiving  that  all 
along  the  line,  will  tap  and  gain  the 
potential  20,000,000  attendance  res- 
ervoir. 

Nine  ace  Warner  attractions  have 
been  definitely  set  for  release  dur- 
ing the  next  three  months,  Einfeld 
stated.  For  November,  company  will 
have  "The  Roaring  Twenties,"  "Pri- 
vate Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex," 
"The  Dead  End  Kids  on  Dress  Par- 
ade," replacing  "Private  Detective," 
on  the  18th,  and  "We  Are  Not 
Alone." 

Going  out  in  December  will  be 
"Dr.  X,"  "Four  Wives,"  company's 
Christmas  attraction,  and  "A  Child 
is  Born,"  released  for  New  Year's, 
while  in  January,  Warners  will  have 
"Invisible  Stripes,"  "Brother  Rat  and 
the  Babv"  and  "Dr.  Ehrlich." 

Einfeld  said  that  Errol  Flynn  def- 
initely will  star  in  "The  Sea  Hawk," 
the  nix  going  into  production  about 
Jan.*  15.  Flynn  will  finish  "Virginia 
City"  at  the  year  end. 


"Human  Beast"  to  Juno 

I.  E.  Lopert  of  Juno  Films,  has 
purchased  the  American  distribution 
rights  to  "The  Human  Beast," 
French  pix,  based  on  the  Emile  Zola 
novel  of  human  passions.  Jean 
Gabin  appears  in  the  title  role  op- 
posite Simone  Simon. 

Bicycles  As  Premiums 

Chicago — The  Essaness  circuit  is 
using  bicycles  in  a  premium  tieup 
with  Pepsi-Cola. 


Wired  for  Tele 

Louisville,  Ky. — City's  newest  theater, 
the  Vogue,  built  by  Settos  of  Indian- 
apolis, will  open  here  about  Nov.  21. 
It  is  the  first  theater  in  this  section 
wired   for   television. 


INCREASED  ACTIVITY 
FOR  JOHNS-MANVILLE 


New  RCA  Conversion  Kit 
Will  Reduce  Tube  Costs 


RCA's  Photophone  Division  has 
introduced  a  new  conversion  kit 
which  will  substantially  increase  the 
volume  output  level  of  certain  types 
of  sound-film  reproducing  equip- 
ments. It  will  also  effect  a  saving 
of  over  70  per  cent  in  photo-tube 
replacement  cost,  according  to  Ed- 
ward C.  Cahill,  RCA  Photophone 
Division    Manager. 

The  conversion  kit  consists  of 
three  photo-tubes  (one  for  each 
projector  and  a  spare),  a  pair  of 
metal  brackets  with  the  new  tube 
sockets,  and  a  lense.  The  kit,  which 
is  applicable  to  the  Western  Elec- 
tric, Universal  Base,  and  206  and 
208  soundheads,  permits  he  use  of 
the  RCA  868  photo-tube  in  place  of 
the  more  expensive  3A  and  similar 
types  of  photo-tubes. 


Detroit — S.  A.  Peterson  of  the 
Johns-Manville  Sales  Corp.  reports 
increased  theater  activity.  Work 
has  been  completed  on  two  new  the- 
aters for  Butterfield  Circuit — the 
Gladmer  at  Lansing  and  the  Garden 
at  Flint,  and  a  special  projection 
booth  treatment  at  the  new  house 
being  erected  for  Butterfield  at 
North   Lansing. 

Trend  toward  acoustical  treatment 
of  the  lobby,  to  deaden  noise  in  the 
neighborhood  type  of  house  having 
terrazzo,  tile,  or  similar  floors  and 
walls,  is  indicated  by  work  just 
completed  at  the  de  luxe  Punch 
and  Judy  for  the  Komer  and  Gold- 
berg Circuit.  This  treatment,  Peter- 
son said,  is  designed  to  prevent  lobby 
noises  being  carried  back  into  the 
auditorium. 


New  Detroit  Supply  Co. 

Detroit — New  theater  supply  com- 
pany is  being  organized  here  as  the 
Acme  Theater  Supply  Co.,  by  Joseph 
S.  Renick  and  Thomas  Napoletano, 
at  131  West  Vernor  Highway. 


"ETERNALLY  YOURS" 

Alexander  Smith  Carpet  won't  wear 
forever,  but  it  will  wear  an  amazing- 
ly long  time.  Which  is  one  reason 
you  find  it  in  most  of  the  country's 
successful  theatres. 

ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 


Don't  Lose  Sleep 

Over  the  Question  .  .  ♦  ♦ 

CAN  I  AFFORD  HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION? 


The  answer  is:  YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD  TO  DO  WITHOUT  IT. 
That  is  what  the  managers  of  almost  6000  theaters  have  learned 
—  more  than  one-third  of  the  theaters  in  the  country. 


Simplified  High  Intensity  projection  costs  so  little 
more  than  low  intensity  that  one  more  patron  per 
show  covers  the  added  cost. 

It  puts  your  theater  in  line  for  successful  competition 
with  the  largest  houses. 

It  will  receive  the  hearty  approval  of  your  patrons. 


SIMPLIFIED 


Vighfttntnisitu 


PROJECTION 


It  shows  every  picture,  whether  hlack  and  white  or 
color,  to  better  advantage  than  low  intensity  projection. 

It  gives  two  to  three  times  as   much  light  on  the 
screen  as  low  intensity  projection. 

Ask  your  dealer's  salesman  to  show  you  the  book, 
"Yes  — But  What  Will  It  Cost?" 


iODOOQDDoDDOOQC 


/WITH  NATIONAL  SUPREX  C-0l 

7 '/if  hiw./n  "\f,tit>iuir  Hint  "S,iprr\"  tirr  In,, I, --murks  „f  \„li„„„l  C„rh„-i   C, 


AND  MODERN     ( 

2££od a dddd'doodd  0000°°°°°" 


v,  Juc 


NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  |im  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y. 
BBi»CH_SAtES  OFFICESi. H£W_l!llJllL..BJISaimfiH CJ)lfiifiO_  _MIL.m]ICtSCflJ 


-1: 


2  H      W      44TH      ST 

ST       F  I 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


DO  NOT  RE  v/E 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


-IP  DAILY- 


VC"   76,  NO.  83 


NEW  YORK.  FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  27,  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


Gov't* s  R.  R.  Suit  Decision  May  Have  Reaction  on  Pix  Code 

"U"  OKAYS  ARBITRATIOTCOLO  TO  CANCELLATION 

Warners  Reported  Shaping  Plans  for  Legit.  Splurge 


Inking    of    Dramatists    Guild 

Pact  to  be  Signal  for 

Broadway  Activity 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Warners  is  reported 
quietly  shaping  plans  for  a  descent 
on  Broadway  with  a  bang  once  the 
modified  producer  agreement  with 
the    Dramatists    Guild   is   inked. 

While  no  figures  are  mentioned, 
in  informed  quarters  it  is  said  War- 
ners plans  to  invest  a  "substantial" 
sum  in  legit,   production. 

Benefits,  as  the   company  is   said 
to   view   it,   are    many    and   varied. 
First,    there's    the    conviction    that 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

INDUSTRYRALLY  WILL 

MAP  BIGELOW  FIGHT 


Cleveland— Meeting  of  Northern 
Ohio  theater  owners,  exchange  man- 
agers and  employes,  equipment  deal- 
ers and  all  others  connected  with 
the  pix  industry  has  been  called  for 
the  Exhibitors  Association  headquar- 
ters in  the  Film  Building  here  next 
Monday  to  map  plans  for  a  last- 
ditch  fight  on  the  so-called  Bigelow 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Pittsburgh  Variety  Club 

Dinner  Will  Set  Record 

Pittsburgh — From  all  indications, 
the  11th  annual  banquet  of  the  local 
Variety  Club,  to  be  held  in  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  Hotel  Sunday  night,  will 
break  all  previous  records  for  atten- 
dance, hilarity  and  entertainment. 

Over  1,000  tickets  have  already 
been  sold.  Overtaxing  the  capacity 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


CFI  Nine  Months'  Profit 

Increases  to  $574,258 

Consolidated  Film  Industries,  Inc. 

and  subsidiaries  report  consolidated 

net   earnings    for   the   nine    months 

ended    Sept.    30,    after    depreciation 

(Continued  on   Page   6) 


"GWTW"  Selling  Policy  May  be  Set  Today 

David  0.  Selznick  and  top  executives  of  M-G-M  huddled  yesterday  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  up  a  selling  policy  for  "Cone  With  the  Wind."  Announcement  as  to  whether 
it  will  be  road-showed  and  what  the  selling  terms  will  be  may  be  announced  today, 
when  conferences  are  to  resume. 


CONCENTRATED  TELE 
SCHEDULE  SHAPES  UP 


While  remaining  on  an  experimen- 
tal basis  sans  official  okay  to  op- 
erate on  a  commercial  basis,  tele- 
vision, within  the  next  90  days,  will 
start  on  its  most  concentrated 
schedule  since  the  visual-audio  art 
was  introduced,  it  is  learned.  With 
CBS  finally  starting  actual  test 
patterns,  and  Kolorama,  General 
Electric,  National  Union  and  other 
firms  now  actively  engaging  in  tele, 
the  field  will  be  thrown  wide  open 
for  prospective  sponsors  to  garner 
tele  spots  at  a  minimum  cost. 

RCA,  which  has  been  the  only  ac- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Westway  Writ  Application 
Will  be  Heard  on  Nov.  15 


Baltimore — Injunction  application 
of  the  Westway  Theater  Co.  against 
the  Edgwood  Theater  Co.  and  seven 
majors  is  scheduled  to  be  heard  in 
the  Federal  District  Court  here  on 
Nov.  15,  Judge  Calvin  W.  Chesnut 
has  advised  attorneys  for  both 
sides. 


PATHE  LAB.  BUSINESS 
UP  30%,  SAYS  BRIGGS 


Business  of  Pathe  Laboratories  is 
lunning  30  per  cent  ahead  of  the 
same  period  last  year,  according  to 
O.  Henry  Briggs,  president,  who 
predicts  even  a  bigger  volume  in 
1940. 

Company  is  doing  a  heavy  busi- 
ness with  the  Pathegram  Viewer, 
a  small  camera-like  box  holding  a 
roll  of  16  mm.  film  on  which  "Lone 
Ranger"  scenes  can  be  viewed  when 
held  to  the  eye.  More  than  one 
million    of   these  have   been   manu- 

( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Board  of  the  UMPTO  Eyes 

Pitfalls  in  Neely's  Bill 

Philadelphia — A  discussion  of  the 
Neely  bill  with  an  eye  towards  ex- 
amining the  pitfalls  within  it,  high- 
lighted the  meeting  of  the  UMPTO 
board  yesterday.  President  Lewen 
Pizor  reported  on  the  recent  MPTOA 
sessions. 

RKO's  sales  policy  was  censured 
and  a  committee  will  contact  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Decision  in  Equity  Suit  vs.  Railways 
May  Determine  if  Pix  Can  Adopt  Code 


No  Tele  Wage  Scale  Offered, 
Unions  May  Intensify  Drive 

With  the  failure  of  Max  Gordon, 
NBC  television  adviser,  to  appear 
before  the  Equity  Council  this  week 
with  a  proposed  set  of  wage  scales 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Eventual  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court  decision  in  the  equity 
suit  filed  by  the  D  of  J  against  the 
Association  of  American  Railroads, 
and  affiliates  charging  violation  of 
the  Sherman  Act,  may  determine 
whether  the  film  industry  can  adopt 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Scully   Outlines   Views;   Says 

Clearance,    Overbuying 

Major  Issues 

Universal  definitely  will  insert  an 
arbitration  clause  in  its  contracts, 
but  the  matter  of  20  per  cent  can- 
cellations is  an  issue  that  is  being 
mulled  by  home  office  executives, 
the  likelihood  being  that  it  will  not 
be  granted. 

William  A.  Scully,  general  sales 
manager,  asserts  that  in  many  cases 
exhibitors  do  not  buy  the  entire  Uni- 
versal program  and  therefore  the 
20  per  cent  cancellation  privilege 
would  not  be  warranted.  Those  who 
(Continued  on   Page   6) 

EXPECTlERlNATION 
OF  GN  RECEIVERSHIP 


Dismissal  of  the  Grand  National 
temporary  receivership  is  expected 
today  when  Federal  Judge  Samuel 
Mandelbaum  will  be  presented  with 
data  on  the  RFC  loan  to  GN.    Com- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Court  Dismisses  Damage 
Action  of  Dave  Stoneman 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Louis  A.  Valente  yesterday,  after 
four  days'  trial,  dismissed  the  suit 
of  David  Stoneman  for  $75,000  dam- 
ages against  Sam  Katz,  Sam  Dem- 
bow,  Jr.,  Felix  E.  Kahn,  Ralph  Kohn, 
Marian  Coles  and  Frederick  Metzler, 
former  Paramount  Publix  directors. 
The  Court  ruled  that  Stoneman  had 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Tax  on  Billboard  Adv. 

In  Oklahoma  Held  Legal 

Oklahoma  City  —  The  State  Su- 
preme Court  has  upheld  constitution- 
ality of  the  1937  sales  tax  law  and 
its  application  to  gross  proceeds 
from  billboard  advertising,  a  good 
deal  of  which  is  used  in  the  theater 
business  in  Oklahoma. 

In  an  appeal  of  the  Knapp  Adver- 

(Continncd  on  Page  8) 
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Hays  Board  to  Meet 

Adjourned  meeting  of  the  MPPDA 
board  is  slated  to  be  held  today. 


■ 

PROGRESS 
FILM   LIBRARY 

■ 

■ 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 

■ 

7X9  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

Hear  Disney's  Whitman  Suit 
Dismissal  Motion  Nov.  10 


Application  was  filed  yesterday 
in  the  Federal  Court  to  be  heard  on 
Nov.  10  by  Walt  Disney  Productions, 
Inc.,  Technicolor,  Inc.,  Technicolor 
Motion  Picture  Corp.,  and  RKO  Ra- 
dio Pictures,  to  dismiss  the  suit  of 
Vincent  I.  Whitman  which  seeks 
damages  and  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing exhibition  of  "Pinocchio"  and 
"Snow  White  And  The  Seven 
Dwarfs." 

Whitman  filed  suit  recently  claim- 
ing that  a  patent  which  he  obtained 
in  1935  on  a  method  of  producing 
moving  figures  against  a  stationary 
background  had  been  infringed  by 
the  two  pictures  produced  and  dis- 
tributed by  the  defendants. 


Orders  Tax  Com.  Return  on 
WB  Assessment  Plea  on  Dec.  4 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Julius  Miller  yesterday  ordered  the 
New  York  City  Tax  Commission  to 
file  a  return  on  Dec.  4  to  an  applica- 
tion by  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc., 
and  Warner  Bros.  Theaters,  Inc.,  for 
a  reduction  of  $1,260,000  on  assess- 
ments for  1939-40  on  three  of  their 
buildings    in    the    city. 

Warner  Bros,  petition  refers  to 
the  Warner  theater  assessment  for 
$750,000,  the  Hollywood  Theater,  as- 
sessed at  $1,150,000  and  the  War- 
ner warehouse  at  617  West  54th 
St.,  assessed  at  $1,026,500. 


Vanni  Heads  WB  Theaters' 
New  Wilmington  District 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  A.  J.  Vanni 
yesterday  was  named  head  of  the 
new  Wilmington  district  of  Warner 
Bros,  theaters  which  becomes  the 
largest  district  in  the  Philadelphia 
territory.  Headquarters  of  the  new- 
ly-created district  will  be  in  Wil- 
mington. 


Mail  Dramatist  Guild  Pact 

With  copies  of  the  new  Dramatists 
Guild  pact  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
film  producers  for  study,  further 
copies  will  be  mailed  shortly  to  all 
managers  for  their  perusal.  Pinal 
action  in  ratification  of  the  contract 
will  come  when  the  League  of  New 
York  Theaters,  representing  the  ma- 
jority of  the  managers,  meets  early 
next  month  to  vote  on  the  contract. 


Bette  Davis  Returning  to  WB 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Warner  Bros,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  studio  dif- 
ferences with  Bette  Davis  have  been 
amicably  settled  and  that  she  will 
return  to  Hollywood  within  the  next 
few  weeks  to  begin  work  in  "The 
Woman  Brown." 


Goldfinger  Telenews  Th.  Mgr. 

Chicago  —  Syvan  Goldfinger  has 
been  named  managing  director  of 
the  new  Telenews  Theater  being 
erected  here  by  a  New  York  com- 
pany. Goldfinger  was  formerly 
B  &  K  manager. 
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No  Tele  Wage  Scale  Offered, 
Unions  May  Intensify  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  working  conditions  for  televi- 
sion, interpreted  by  sources  close  to 
the  situation  as  an  indication  that 
the  broadcasting  company  does  not 
want  set  rules  put  in  force  immedi- 
ately to  cover  the  field,  intensifica- 
tion of  the  AAAA  member  union's 
drive  to  organize  the  field  and  estab- 
lish wage  scales  and  working  condi- 
tions was  foreseen. 

Action  of  Equity  recently  in  set- 
ting up  a  wage  scale  for  a  television 
broadcast  was  followed  this  week  by 
joint  action  of  SAG  and  AFRA  in 
forbidding  any  of  their  members  to 
appear  on  radio  shows  as  guests 
without  being  paid.  Same  ruling  is 
expected  to  be  applied  to  all  tele- 
casts. 


Funeral  Services  Held 

for  Charles  S.  Levin 


Funeral  services  were  held  yes- 
terday at  the  Park  West  Funeral 
Parlors  for  Charles  S.  Levin,  73, 
industry  figure,  who  was  killed  in 
a  fall  Wednesday.  Interment  took 
place  in  New  Jersey.  Levin,  who 
had  formerly  been  secretary  of  the 
Fox  Theaters  Corp.,  Roxy  Theater 
Corp.,  and  the  Fox  Film  Corp.,  for 
the  past  10  to  12  years  had  been 
interested  in  exhibition,  being  a  part 
owner  of  the  Cameo  Theater  at  his 
death.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Alice,  and  a  brother. 


Buying  Tempo  Stepping  Up 
in  Chi.,  Metro  Reports 

Chicago — Stepping  up  of  the  film 
buying  tempo  in  this  territory  is 
reported  by  Metro's  exchange.  Las- 
ker  circuit,  Plodna  Palace  theaters, 
Bland  Brothers  circuit,  new  Essex 
Theater,  the  Bell  theaters  and  the 
Trinz  Monroe  theaters  have  signed 
for  new  season  product.  Contracts 
have  also  been  received  from  the 
Frisina  circuit's  Esquire  and  South 
Town,  Springfield,  and  from  the 
El  Tovar  Theater  at  Crystal  Lake. 


WB  to  Start  New  2-Reel 

Series,  "Racket  Busters" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — New  series  of  two- 
reel  short  subjects  to  be  known  as 
"Racket  Busters"  dealing  with  the 
battle  of  law  enforcement  agencies 
against  crime  is  being  prepared  by 
Warner  Bros,  for   1940-41  release. 

First  picture  will  go  into  work 
late  in  December  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Gordon  Hollingshead.  Dennis 
Morgan  and  Lucille  Fairbanks  are 
being  considered  to  play  the  leads. 


For   Lunch,    Dinner   or   Supper 

LaHIFF'S  TAVERN 

The   Industry's 

MEETING  and  EATING  PLACE 

156  W.  48th  St.  Tel.  CHickering  4-4200 


COminG  MID  G0II1G 


WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY 
and  WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN,  Universal  sales 
execs,  left  yesterday  for  a  series  of  sales  meet- 
ings  in   company  exchanges. 

ED  KUYKENDALL,  MPTOA  president,  arrives 
in    New   York   this   morning   from   Washington. 

NORMA  SHEARER  leaves  New  YorW  '  day 
for  the   Coast. 

RUBE  JACKTER.  Columbia's  assistant  sales 
manager,  and  LOU  WEINBERG  of  the  circuit 
sales  department,  leave  tonight  for  Pittsburgh  } 
to  attend  the  Variety  Club  dinner  in  that  city 
and  to  see  the  Carnegie  Tech. -Notre  Dame  foot- 
ball   game. 

MARC  LAWRENCE  has  arrived  from  the 
Coast. 

FREDDIE  FAUST  has  left  the  Coast  for  New 
York  to  do  research  in  Manhattan  hospitals  for 
M-C-M's   next   pix   in   the   "Dr.    Kildare"   series. 

JACK  MOSS  has  returned  to  the  Coast  from 
Atlanta  where  he  went  in  connection  with  the 
start  of  production  on  Paramount's  "Biscuit 
Eater." 

CHICK  LEWIS,  trade  paper  publisher,  left 
Saturday  for  the   Coast. 

M.  A.  LIGHTMAN,  head  of  Malco  Theaters, 
is    in    town    from    Memphis. 

FRANK  CASSIL,  head  of  Kansas-Missouri  The- 
aters Association,  is  due  in  New  York  this  week- 
end. 


Conrac  to  Manufacture 

Patron  Counting  Device 

Conrac,  Inc.,  has  been  organized 
to  manufacture  an  electrical  device 
for  the  counting  of  patrons  entering 
film  theaters.  L.  W.  Conrow  and  G. 
L.  Carrington  will  be  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion, and  Harry  M.  Bessey,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. With  Fred  G.  Adams, 
Louis  S.  Allen,  P.  C.  Kemp  and  Gil- 
bert L.  Kerr,  they  form  the  com- 
pany's board. 

Conrac,  Inc.,  will  manufacture  the 
Conrac  Attendance  Register,  a  de- 
vice by  which  a  theater  entrant 
passes  through  two  or  more  pencil 
beams  of  projected  light.  While  the 
device  counts  persons  entering  the 
door,  it  does  not  count  persons  leav- 
ing through  the  same  door.  All 
models  of  the  Conrac  Attendance 
Register  provide  for  keeping  a 
locked  and  sealed  record. 


Ohio  ITO  Defers  Meet 

Columbus,  O. — P.  J.  Wood,  secre- 
tary of  the  Ohio  ITO,  has  announced 
a  postponement  of  the  annual  con- 
vention. Previously  set  for  Nov.  13- 
14,  the  meetings  will  not  be  held 
until  some  time  after  the  first  of  the 
year.  Inability  of  the  directors  to 
arrange  satisfactory  dates  due  to 
conflicting  conventions  is  given  as 
the  reason. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»uh  MILTON  BERLE 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.   Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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ARS! 


NOW  THE 

COMPLETE  STORY 

OF  LAST 

SEASON 

HAS  BEEN  TOLD! 


(and  you  know  who's  far  ahead 
of  the  entire  field  in  19394940!) 
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WITH 

THE  BUMSTEADS 

PENNY  ARTHUR 

SINGLETON  *  LAKE 

as  Blondie  as  Dagwood 

LARRY 

SIMMS 

as  Baby  Dumpling 

DANNY  MUMMERT  •  JONATHAN  HALE 

Screen  play  by  Gladys  Lehman  ft  Richard  Flournoy 
Directed  by  FRANK  R.  STRAYER 


Blondie  brings  up  Baby... 
and  baby  brings  down  the 
house!  She  discovers  the 
kid  is  a  genius... and  if 
YOU  have  any  sense  at 
all... you  11  rush  to  book 
the  newest  and  grandest  of 
all  the  sensational  series! 
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THE  BUMSTEADS... 
AMERICAS  MOST 

LOVABLE  FAMILY... 
ARE  GAILY  IN  DUTCH 
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CONCENTRATED  TELE 
SCHEDULE  SHAPES  UP 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tive  telecaster  to  date,  has  already 
made  several  commercial  tie-ups  for 
actual  television  programs,  but  the 
other  concerns,  which  are  still  in  the 
testing  stage,  are  attempting  to 
have  their  experimental  work  fin- 
anced by  national  advertisers  whose 
products  will  be  featured  during  the 
test  periods.  Commercial  films,  in- 
cluding those  of  the  new  automo- 
biles, tire  concerns,  etc.,  are  now 
leading  the  film  parade  on  television. 
Old  releases  of  March  of  Time, 
travelogues,  short  subjects,  and  in 
some  instances  old  feature-length 
films,  are  scarcer  now  than  when 
RCA  first  began  tele  some  months 
ago. 

CBS  last  Thursday,  for  the  first 
time,  sent  out  its  first  tele  test  pat- 
tern, and  while  the  network  stated 
that  no  definite  schedule  had  been 
evolved  for  future  telecasts,  it  has 
been  learned  that  the  network  will 
be  active  before  the  Feb.  1  dead- 
line which  had  formerly  been  an- 
nounced. Technical  difficulties  have 
been  observed  as  a  result  of  the 
first  transmission,  notably  one  being 
an  interference  with  long  wave  radio 
transmission,  but  the  difficulties  are 
expected  to  be  ironed  out  in  the 
near  future. 

With  television  now  practically  a 
dead  issue  in  London,  American  tele 
firms  are  attempting  to  get  the  jump 
on  the  British  firms.  With  the  aid 
of  the  advertisers,  it  is  hoped  that 
funds  will  enable  the  firms  to  con- 
clude their  actual  experiments  ap- 
proximately nine  months  earlier  than 
was  expected.  However,  there  will 
be  no  immediate  attempt  to  gain 
commercial  licenses  from  the  FCC 
it  was  stated. 


I.  M.  Wolan  Dead 

Chicago — I.  M.  Wolan,  55,  promi- 
nent neon  manufacturer,  well  known 
to  the  theater  trade,  is  dead.  Wife 
and  five  children  survive.  He  had 
been  ill  for  almost  a  year. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM     DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   27 
Jack  Cohn  Tookie  Hunter 

Ceorge  Middleton  William  Barnett 

Nathan  Saland  John  Michelson 

OCTOBER    28 
John  Boles  Rollin  C.  Hamilton 

OCTOBER    29 
Jackson  J.  Rose  Walter  C.  Kelly 


P=ALCNeTHE 


wiTti  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •  •  THERE'S  an  important  aspect  of  Technicolor which  ap- 
pears to  be  generally  overlooked The   aspect  to   which  we   refer 

falls  properly  under  the  heading,  "patron   psychology" admittedly 

a    rather    frightening    academic    phrase but    one    which    packs    a 

helluva    lot    of    consequences    for    the    pix    biz for,    among    other 

things,  it  definitely  determines  John  Q.  Public's  attendance  at  the  movies. 

T  T  T 

•  o      •     NOW,  no  matter  wliat  high  degree  of  persuasion  is 

leveled  at  John  Q.  through  promotional   channels the  gent 

still  has  a  mind  of  his  own and  invariably  he'll  use  his  mind 

when  it  comes  to  plunking  down  his  dime,  two-bits,   or   larger 

coinage  for  film  entertainment Folks  are  like  that  when  it 

comes  to  the  purse  or  pocketbook Accordingly,  there's  many 

a  cinema-bound  soul  who  wants  his  or  her  dough' s-worth 

and   naturally   looks   for   evidence   of   a   film    attraction's   worth- 

whileness One  piece  of  evidence  the  filmgoer  is  noting  are 

those  two  little  words,  "in  Technicolor" 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      WHAT  the  public  sees  in  these  words  is  more  than  the  fact 

that  the  footage  is  in  rainbow  hues Coincidentally  is  seen,  as  the 

result  of  past  experience,  a  specific  indication  that  the  attraction  is 
doubtless  an  extra-budget  picture and  must  be,  at  least  theoret- 
ically, an  "A"  opus otherwise  Mr.  Producer  would  not  have  "gone 

to    town"    on    expenditure So    what    passes    through    the    patron's 

mind  is   something   akin  to   the   idea that   if   Mr.   Producer   thought 

well  enough  of  the  incipient  production  to  loosen  pursestrings then 

the  film  is  probably  worth  loosening  pursestrings  to  see This  depart- 
ment is  not  contending  that  all  pix  made  in  Technicolor  have  been  un- 
mitigated masterpieces but  the  average  of  features  in  the  medium 

to    date   has   been   so    high    from    the    quality    standpoint that    you 

can't  blame  the  public  for  using  Technicolor  as  a  yardstick 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  Essentially  personal.  .  .  .  •  Harry  Black,  division  man- 
ager of  Fabian's  Staten  Island  theaters is  now  the  "father"  of 

65  kids He's  sponsoring  a  local  P.A.L.  band  unit to  be 

known  as  Fabian's  Melodears.  ...     •   Jack  Thompson,  Para,  sales- 

man  and  Lee  Car  row who  operates  the  Lee  Theater up 

in  Carson  City,  Mich are  a  couple  of  town  heroes Dis- 
covering a  fire  in  the  local  Methodist  Church they  saved  the 

organ   and   piano from   the    blazing   structure.    .    .    .     #   Bill 

Keeley  of  Fabian's  S.  I.  Paramount is  reported  taking  vocal 

lessons.  ...     •   George  Raft  is  negotiating  a  deal  with  Para 

for  the  purchase  of  "Garibaldi" written  by  Col.  E.  Alexander 

Powell and  acquired  by  the  studio  several  years  back.  .  .  . 

•  Editorial   board  for   that   new   highbrow   quarterly Films 

shortly   to   debut embraces Lincoln  Kir  stein,   Jay 

Ley  da,  Mary  Losey,  Robert  Stebbins,  Lee  Strasberg 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      TO-NIGHT  at  the  home  office the  Warner  Club  tenders 

its  Annual  Hallowe'en  and  Masquerade  Party which  will  be  at- 
tended by  the  h.o.,  music  company,  warehouse  and  B'klyn  studio  folks 

500   of  'em.   .   .      •    Likewise   to-night,   the   Columbian   Club 

the  social  org  of  Columbia  Pictures  makes  merry  via  a  dinner  dance  at 
Ben  Riley's  Arrowhead  Inn,  Riverdale.  .  .      •    Also  put  down  on   your 

calendar  for  this  evening the  bow  of  "Port  of  Shadows" the 

pix  of  Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S at  the  New  Central  Theater 

new  because  with  this  attraction  the  house  changes  policy giving 

to  Broadway  its  first  house   showing  French  features 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  UNSOLVED  Mysteries  of  the  Film  Biz: What- 
ever became  of  "Queen  Kelly"? 


f  OKAYS  ARBITRATION 
COLD  TO  CANCELLATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

do  buy  the  entire  lineup  usually  need 
all  the  product  they  can  get  and 
would  not  want  to  cancel. 

As  for  forcing  of  shorts,  Scully 
contends  that  Universal  does  not 
practice  such  a  policy  and  that  f. , ore- 
charges  have  been  eliminated; 

In  commenting  on  a  story  which 
appeared  yesterday  in  The  Film 
Daily,  relative  to  MPTOA's  opinion 
as  to  the  four  most  important  trade 
problems  which  need  correcting. 
Scully  said  he  believed  that  two  of 
the  points  overshadow  the  others; 
namely,  clearance  and  over-buying. 
In  his  own  opinion,  when  those  is- 
sues are  settled,  the  industry  will 
have  erased  practically  all  of  "head- 
aches" in  this  business. 

Scully,  Eastern  sales  manager  F. 
J.  A.  McCarthy  and  Western  sales 
manager  William  J.  Heineman  left 
yesterday  for  the  second  series  of 
sales  meetings  in  the  Universal  ex- 
changes. 

Scully  will  visit  the  Washington. 
Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland 
branches.  McCarthy  will  cover  New 
Haven.  Boston,  Albany,  Buffalo  and 
Philadelphia,  and  Heineman  will 
make  his  first  stop  in  Denver,  after 
which  he  will  make  a  complete  tour 
of  the  West  Coast  offices. 

Scully  and  McCarthy  are  expected 
to  return  to  New  York  about  the 
middle  of  next  week. 


CFI  Nine  Months'  Profit 

Increases  to  $574,258 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  normal  Federal  taxes  but  before 
provision  for  surtax  on  undistrib- 
uted profits,  of  $574,258,  equal  to 
$1.45  per  share  on  400,000  outstand- 
ing- snares  of  $2  preferred  stock. 
This  compares  with  net  earnings  of 
$536,206,  or  $1.34  per  preferred 
share  for  the  similar  period  in  1938. 
For  the  three  months  ended  Sept. 
30,  net  earnings,  after  depreciation 
and  normal  Federal  taxes  but  before 
provision  for  surtax  on  undistrib- 
uted profits,  were  $218,140,  equal, 
after  provision  for  preferred  divi- 
dends of  50  cents  per  share,  to  3% 
cents  per  share  on  524,973  shares  of 
common  stock.  This  compares  with 
$218,763  for  the  third  quarter  of 
1938. 


145  on  WB  Roster 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Burbank — New  studio  personnel  list 
released  by  Warners  lists  145  actors, 
directors,  writers,  composers  and  pro- 
ducers under  contract.  Stars,  numbering 
19,  are:  Fay  Bainter,  Humphrey  Bogart, 
Ceorge  Brent,  Jane  Bryan,  James  Cagney, 
Bette  Davis,  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Geral- 
dine  Fitzgerald,  Errol  Flynn,  John  Car- 
field,  Miriam  Hopkins,  Priscilla  Lane, 
Rosemary  Lane,  Wayne  Morris,  Paul 
Muni,  Pat  O'Brien.  George  Raft,  Edward 
G.    Robinson   and   Ann  Sheridan. 

Roster  additionally  includes  33  fea- 
tured players,  13  directors,  five  dialogue 
directors,  49  writers,  five  composers,  10 
producers  and  11  players  specially  en- 
gaged. 


K. 
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.  R.  SUIT  DECISION 
MAY  AFFECT  PIX  CODE 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

\  trade  practice  code  without  clash- 
ing with  Uncle  Sam. 

The  Government,  in  the  new  anti- 
trust litigation,  charges  the  defen- 
dai by  joint  action  refused  to  es- 
tablish joint  rates  and  through 
[routes  with  motor  carriers,  which, 
I  at  first  glance,  appears  little  re- 
lated to  the  problems  for  the  film 
'industry. 

,  However,  as  appraised  by  observ- 
ers here,  the  action  actually  is  a 
Government  maneuver  to  test  what 
a.  major  industry  can  do  in  the  way 
jjof  setting  up  "codes"  of  co-operative 
faction  under  the  Sherman,  Clayton 
and  other  statutes. 

The  proposed  trade  practice  code 
in  the  film  industry  was  effectively 
blocked,  apparently,  by  the  Govern- 
ment's warning  that  its  adoption 
meant  further  anti-trust  litigation. 
In  the  railroad  suit,  the  point  of 
attack  is  what  the  AAR  regards  as 
"a  policy  resolution  of  an  advisory 
nature."  Which  presumably  differs 
sharply  from  a  "code."  Yet  the 
D  of  J  flatly  holds  the  resolution  is 
"an  agreement,  which  points  up  the 
code  angle  and  pix  industry  sig- 
nificance. 


R.  R.  Suit  May  Define 
Limits  of  Joint  Action 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  in  an 
interpretative  Washington  dispatch 
yesterday  declared  that  the  AAR 
anti-trust  suit  afforded  the  railroad 
industry  opportunity  to  learn  the 
limits  of  joint  action  and  that  it 
might  make  the  association  more 
powerful  as  a  "code-making"  body 
than  it  is  today. 

Dispatch    continued: 

"This  is  especially  interesting  be- 
cause, in  the  broad  New  Deal  search 
for  new  approaches  to  industrial 
economic  problems  there  are  recur- 
rent suggestions  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  about  'codes'  for 
industries. 

"Some  officials  believe,  of  course, 
that  new  machinery  for  this  pur- 
pose would  have  to  be  set  up  by  new 
legislation  to  operate  in  fields  where 
competition  in  the  old-fashioned 
sense  of  the  word  no  longer  appears 
to   operate   effectively. 

"But  there  also  has  been  advanced, 
in  some  New  Deal  quarters,  the  idea 
that  the  anti-trust  laws  could  be 
used,  through  consent  decrees,  to 
rationalize  competition  in  some 
cases  in  a  perfectly  legal  fashion." 


Pathe  Laboratory  Business 
Up  30  Per  Cent,  Says  Briggs 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

factured,   shipments  now   averaging 
10,000  a  day,  Briggs  said. 

The  recently  acquired  West  Coast 
laboratory  is  expected  to  relieve  the 
pressure  on  the  Eastern  plant. 
Laboratory  work  on  the  new  Charles 
Chaplin  picture  has  been  assigned 
to  Pathe. 


PREVIEWS  Of  THE  flEW  flLfHS^r 


"The  Witness 
Vanishes" 

with  Edmund  Lowe,  Wendy  Barrie,  Bruce 

Lester 
Universal  66    Mins. 

SUSPENSEFUL  MYSTERY  MELLER 
SHOULD  ENTERTAIN  THE  WHO-DUN-IT 
FANS. 

Latest  of  the  Crime  Club  series,  this  one 
holds  up  to  the  level  established  by  earlier 
releases  and  should  satisfy  mystery  meller 
fans  who  like  murder  yarns.  Edmund  Lowe, 
Wendy  Barrie,  Bruce  Lester,  Walter  Kings- 
ford,  Barlowe  Borland,  Forrester  Harvey, 
and  a  number  of  other  capable  actors  neat- 
ly fit  the  roles  in  the  film.  Director  Otis 
Garrett  keeps  the  film  suspenseful  through- 
out. Story  concerns  the  escape  of  Borland 
from  an  insane  asylum  where  he  was  rail- 
roaded 20  years  previously  by  a  group  of 
four  men  who  literally  stole  his  newspaper 
from  him.  He  is  alleged  to  be  out  to 
murder  the  four  men,  and  after  advance 
obituary  notices  have  been  put  in  news- 
papers three  of  them  are  murdered,  with 
Lowe,  the  fourth  man,  still  alive.  Harvey, 
an  undercover  man  for  a  newspaper,  finally 
unravels  the  mystery  and  it  turns  out  that 
Borland  has  not  been  guilty  of  the  murders. 

CAST:  Edmund  Loew,  Wendy  Barrie, 
Bruce  Lester,  Walter  Kingsford,  Forrester 
Harvey,  J.  M.  Kerrigan,  Barlowe  Borland, 
Vernon  Steele,  Reginald  Barlow,  Leyland 
Hodgson,  Denis  Green. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Irving  Starr;  Direc- 
tor, Otis  Garrett;  Original  Story,  James 
Ronald;  Screenplay,  Robertson  White;  Cam- 
eraman,  Arthur    Martinelli. 

DIRECTION,  Able.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Manhattan 
Shakedown" 

with  John  Gallaudet,  Rosalind  Keith 
Syndicate  Exchange  56  Mins. 

RACKET  STORY  WITH  FAIR  ACTION 
WILL  DO  OKAY  AS  A  PROGRAM  FILLER 
IN    NABES. 

Aimed  at  the  nabe  trade,  this  program- 
mer will  do  okay  as  a  filler.  There  is  a 
sufficient  amount  of  action  to  keep  the 
story  moving,  and  the  cast  works  hard. 
John  Gallaudet,  Rosalind  Keith  and  George 
McKay  fill  the  principal  roles  effectively. 
Gallaudet,  a  columnist,  gets  himself  mixed 
up  with  a  blackmailer  while  running  down 
a  story.  The  suspect,  a  prominent  psy- 
cho-analyst, is  practically  invulnerable 
against  any  investigation,  and  Gallaudet  finds 
himself  stumped.  However,  one  of  Gallaud- 
et's  friends  becomes  involved  with  the  crook 
and  he  finally  gets  the  evidence  he  needs 
to  uncover  his  racket. 

CAST:  John  Gallaudet,  Rosalind  Keith, 
George  McKay,  Reginald  Hincks,  Bob  Ride- 
out,  Phyllis.  Claire,  Donald  Douglas,  Michael 
Heppell. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Kenneth  Bishop;  Di- 
rector, Leon  Barsha;  Screenplay,  Edgar  Ed- 
wards; Story,  Theodore  Tinslev;  Cameraman, 
George   Meehan;   Editor,  William  Austin. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
O.K. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Uncle   Sam — The   Farmer" 

(March  of  Time) 

RKO  Radio  18  mins. 

Fine  Dramatic  Presentation 

The  story  of  the  farmer,  America's 
farms  and  the  problems  confronting 
the  32,000,000  people  who  comprise 
the  farm  population  in  the  country 
today,  is  dramatically  presented  in 
this  significant,  timely  new  March 
of  Time  release.  The  reel  shows  the 
efforts  being  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  any  additional  plant- 
ing of  sub-marginal  soil  in  the  hopes 
of  quick  profit,  which  inevitably 
leads  to  disaster.  The  recent  floods 
and  drought  disasters  are  traced 
back  to  over-planting,  and  it  is 
pointed  out  that  the  conservation 
work  done  by  the  Government  will 
be  jeopardized  if  the  same  mistake 
is  made  again.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  shown,  with  its  many 
thousands  of  employes,  field  agents 
and  numerous  duties  which  are  per- 
formed for  the  benefit  of  the  farm- 
ers. The  film  shows  the  operation 
of  the  Federal  Government's  "ever 
normal  granary"  plan  and  farm 
loans.  Spotlight  shifts  to  one  farm- 
er and  his  family,  their  life,  their 
methods  of  farm  operating  and  what 
they  derive  from  it.  Reel  is  enter- 
taining, educational  and  it  clearly 
shows  the  position  the  farmer  has 
in  the  economic  structure  of  the  na- 
tion. 


"A  Failure  At  Fifty" 
(A  Miniature) 


M-G-M 


10  mins. 


Unique  and  Inspiring 

One  of  the  best  elements  of  show- 
manship, surprise,  has  been  deftly 
used  to  make  this  tab  reel  outstand- 
ing. There  is  no  inkling  at  the  out- 
set as  to  the  course  which  the  story 
is  to  pursue,  but  at  the  finale  there 
is  a  strong  O.  Henry  flavor,  and  it 
packs  a  real  punch.  The  yarn  opens 
with  the  disappointment  of  a  man 
of  50  years  old  who  is  unable,  tragi- 
cally so,  to  find  a  job.  Ahead  of 
him  the  future  is  as  dark  as  the 
night,  and  the  waters  of  the  nearby 
lake  which  beckon  him  to  self- 
destruction.  But  a  stranger  appears 
suddenly  at  his  side, — at  least  so  it 
seems, — and  recounts  to  him  the 
story  of  another  man  who  was  a 
failure  at  50.  That  man  is  revealed 
as  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  footage 
is  splendidly  handled, — the  type  of 
short  which  is  unique  and  inspiring. 
It  is  top  flight. 


"Mad  Empress"  in  December 

Warners  will  release  "The  Mad 
Empress,"  produced  by  Miguel  C. 
Torres  as  "Juarez  and  Maximilian," 
about  the  middle  of  December,  it 
is   understood. 


*    F0REIGR   * 


'Rasputin' 


with  Harry  Bauer,  Marcelle  Chantal, 

Pierre   Wilm 

Concord  Films  93  Mins. 

BRILLIANT  CHARACTERIZATION  BY 
HARRY  BAUER  MAKES  FRENCH  FILM 
TOP    FLIGHT    ENTERTAINMENT. 

Rasputins  have  come  and  gone  across 
the  screen  in  a  long  procession,  but  to  date 
none  has  been  better  than  the  characteri- 
zation of  the  Russian  Monk  as  portrayed 
by  Harry  Bauer  in  this  new  French  film. 
Bauer  gives  an  evenly  tempered  perform- 
ance that  never  gets  hysterical,  and  is  at 
all  times  perfectly  shaded.  The  Monk 
becomes  a  human  figure  of  virtue  and  vice. 
Bauer  is  supported  by  a  fine  cast  that 
includes  Marcelle  Chantal,  Pierre  Richard 
Wilm,  Jean  Worms,  Denis  d'lnes  and  others. 
Marcel  L'Herbier  directs  the  picture  deftly. 
The  film  is  based  on  the  novel  by  Alfred 
Neumann.  There  is  no  story,  in  the  ac- 
cepted film  sense,  the  film  being  rather 
a  succession  of  events  showing  Rasputin's 
rise  to  power  and  his  ultimate  end.  There 
is  tremendous  dramatic  power  in  many  of 
the  scenes,  particularly  when  Bauer  is 
murdered.  The  picture  should  hold  the  at- 
tention  of   any   audience. 

CAST:  Harry  Bauer,  Marcelle  Chantal, 
Pierre  Richard  Wilm,  Jean  Worms,  Carine 
Nelson,  Denis  d'lnes,  Gabrielle  Robinne, 
Jacques  Baumer,  Alexander  Rignault,  Patau, 
Martial  Rebe,  Claudio,  Jany  Holt. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Max  Glass;  Di- 
rector, Marcel  L'Herbier.  Presented  at  the 
55th  St.  Playhouse  with  French  dialogue 
and    English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Painters  and  Producers  Meet 
Today  on  15%  Wage  Increase 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Studio  painters'  nego- 
tiating committee  and  representa- 
tives of  producers  will  meet  today  to 
discuss  the  painters'  demand  for  a 
15  per  cent  wage  increase. 

The  Central  Labor  Union  has  an- 
nounced that  a  painters'  strike  would 
not  have  its  support  nor  that  of 
the  A  F  of  L  studio  labor  union,  but 
Herbert  Sorrell,  painters'  agent, 
stated  that  his  union  had  won  its 
strike  in  1937  without  the  support 
of  the  Council  and  is  "able  to  take 
care  of  itself." 

Inspiration  Pictures 

May  Resume  Thru  Deal 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Revival  of  Inspira- 
tion Pictures  is  in  prospect  as  a  re- 
sult of  negotiations  now  under  way 
between  Mitch  Leichter  and  John 
Boyce-Smith,  who  plans  to  make 
eight  features  for  1940-41.  First 
will  be  "The  Bond  Boy."  Both  prin- 
cipals will  go  East  to  meet  in  New 
York. 

Leichter  on  his  return  will  cut 
"Hell  Harbor,"  made  in  1922  by 
Boyce-Smith,  to  eight  reels. 


SfflW 
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WB  SHAPING  PLANS 
FOR  LEGIT.  SPLURGE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Broadway  is  due  for  a  money-mak- 
ing year.  Early  season  New  York 
offerings,  it  is  pointed  out,  are 
clicking,  and  the  public  is  buying 
tickets  readily.  With  a  business 
pickup  in  progress  and  the  war 
figured  to  accentuate  the  upturn, 
legit,  investment  this  season  looks 
to  reap  a  handsome  profit. 

Other  anticipated  benefits  said  to 
be  factors  in  plans  mulled  not  only 
by  Warners  but  several  major  stu- 
dios are  mentioned  as  a  Broadway 
buildup  for  plays  which  later  will 
become  films  and  the  development 
of  new  talent.  Application  of  pix 
exploitation  to  both  plays  and  tal- 
ent is  counted  upon  to  help  mate- 
rially. 

It  is  argued  that  the  pix  value  of 
a  legit,  show  and  players  unknown 
to  film  audiences  can  be  enhanced 
no  end  by  campaigns  that  start  with 
Broadway  presentation  and  are  fol- 
lowed through  with  a  degree  of  con- 
tinuity. 

Still  another  reported  aspect  is 
the  fact  that  legit,  activity  permits 
the  studio  to  satisfy  the  Broadway 
yen  of  stars  and  featured  players 
without  the  risks  attendant  upon 
Eastern  engagements  under  other 
auspices.  Stage  training  for  the 
studio's  own  "finds"  is  also  men- 
tioned, plus  the  possibilities  of 
adding  to  film  worth  of  plays 
through  road  tours. 


"Elizabeth's"  Premiere 

in  Philiy  on  Wednesday 

Warners  has  set  the  world  pre- 
miere of  "Elizabeth  and  Essex"  for 
the  Boyd,  Philadelphia,  next  Wed- 
nesday. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Mrs.  Elek  John  Ludvigh  was  mar- 
ried Wednesday  to  Dr.  William  En- 
gel  of  New  York  City.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  Justice  Mor- 
ris E.  Barison  in  the  Court  House 
at  Jersey  City.  Mrs.  Engel  was 
the  widow  of  Elek  John  Ludvigh, 
formerly  general  counsel  of  Para- 
mount Pictures,  who  died  three 
years  ago.  Dr.  Engel  is  the  brother 
of  Joe  Engel,  now  production  man- 
ager of  the  Harry  Sherman  Produc- 
tions. 


»// 


TELE  WILL 
GO  "DUALS' 

Two  Feature  Films  to  Form 
NBC  Program  on  Nov.  3 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Marriage  of  Edward 
F.  Finney,  producer  of  Tex  Ritter 
westerns  for  Monogram,  and  Miss 
Betty  Bourke  takes  place  tomorrow 
at  the  Old  Mission  Church,  Santa 
Barbara. 


Albuquerque,  N.  M.  —  Richard 
Leonard,  operator  at  the  Rio  Thea- 
ter here,  and  Alta  Curry  were  mar- 
ried at  Bernalillo. 


And  now — after  a  fashion — it's 
double  features  via  television. 

NBC's  program  for  next  week  re- 
stricts telecasts  Friday,  Nov.  3,  to 
two  feature  films,  "Forty  Girls  and 
a  Baby,"  French  offering,  at  2:30-4 
p.m.,  and  "Young  and  Beautiful," 
Hollywood  vintage  of  1934,  at  8:30- 
9:40   p.m. 

Third  feature  film  to  be  telecast 
next  week  is  "Two  Minutes  to  Play," 
made  in  1937. 

NBC  will  telecast  the  New  York 
Giants-Brooklyn  Dodgers  clash  Sun- 
day and  the  NYU-Lafayette  game  a 
week  from  Saturday. 


Court  Dismisses  Damage 
Action  of  Dave  Stoneman 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

failed  to  prove  damages  on  a  claim 
that  the  defendants  had  issued  a 
fraudulent  financial  statement  to  him 
to  induce  him  to  lease  the  Empire 
Theater  in  Portland,  Me.,  and  dis- 
missed the  suit  without  allowing  the 
jury  to  pass  upon  it. 

Note  in  the  amount  of  $125,000 
had  been  given  the  Empire  Theater 
in  Portland,  Me.,  and  the  money  was 
not  collected,  and  Stoneman  would 
not  have  sold  the  theater  if  $36,- 
000,000  of  contingent  liabilities  rep- 
resented by  guarantees  of  leases, 
guarantees  of  bonds  and  note  had 
appeared  in  the  balance  sheet  shown 
to  Stoneman,  at  the  time,  it  was  con- 
tended. 

Louis  Nizer,  of  the  law  firm  of 
Phillips  &  Nizer,  counsel  for  the 
Paramount  Publix  directors,  admit- 
ted the  $36,000,000  obligations  did 
not  appear  in  the  financial  state- 
ment, but  argued  that  they  did  not 
have  to  appear  because  the  guaran- 
tee of  an  obligation  of  a  subsidiary  is 
not   a   liability. 

In  cross  examination  of  the  plain- 
tiff's accountant.  Mr.  Broad,  of  the 
firm  of  Peat,  Marwick,  Mitchell  & 
Co.,  Nizer  elicited  the  admission  that 
payments  on  contracts  of  employ- 
ment on  leases  and  royalty  contracts 
were  not  contingent  obligations  such 
as  must  be  stated  on  a  balance  sheet. 

Stoneman  also  admitted  that  the 
Empire  Theater  was  a  losing  propo- 
sition; that  he  had  attempted  to  sell 
it  to  several  national  organizations, 
and  had  failed,  and  that  in  his  own 
certificate  of  condition  of  the  Inter- 
state Co.  filed  in  Massachusetts,  he 
had  not  listed  sub-leases  as  contin- 
gent liabilities. 

On  motion  to  dismiss,  Nizer  ar- 
gued that  the  $125,000-worth  of  notes 
which  were  uncollected  was  not  a 
proper  measure  of  damage,  but  that 
Stoneman  must  prove  the  value  of 
the  Empire  Theater,  which  Nizer 
contended  had  no  value. 

Justice  Louis  A.  Valente  dismissed 
the  complaint  at  four  o'clock  yes- 
terday. 


Pittsburgh  Variety  Club 

Dinner  Will  Set  Record 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  ballroom  where  the  banquet 
is  to  be  held  in  honor  of  the  club's 
retiring  officers,  Ira  H.  Cohn,  chief 
barker;  Harry  Seed  and  Jules  Lapi- 
dus,  1st  and  second  assistant 
chief  barkers;  Al  Weiblinger,  secre- 
tary; Mike  Shapiro,  treasurer,  and 
Directors  C.  J.  Latta,  Al  Weiss,  Har- 
ry Feinstein,  Jake  Soltz,  Joseph 
Misrach  and  C.  C.  Kellenberg. 

Among  the  notables  who  will  at- 
tend are:  Father  Edward  J.  Flana- 
gan of  Boys'  Town,  Assistant  Post- 
master-General Maurice  O'Donnell, 
U.  S.  Senators  J.  J.  Davis  and  Joseph 
Guffey  of  Pennsylvania  and  Rush 
Holt  of  West  Virginia,  Ex-Governor 
Joseph  Hoffman  of  New  Jersey,  Ed 
Sterling  of  the  American  Legion, 
Frank  C.  Walker,  head  of  the  Com- 
erford  Circuit  and  recently  elected 
general  counsel  of  the  MPTOA; 
Rudy  Vallee  and  his  father;  Edward 
Everett  Horton;  Gus  Van;  Dr.  Har- 
ry Hagen,  conductor  of  "True  or 
False"  radio  program;  Billy  Conn, 
light  heavyweight  champion  of  the 
world;  Joe  McCarthy,  manager  of 
the  New  York  Yankees;  Bill  Mc- 
Kechnie,  manager  of  the  pennant- 
winning  Cincinnati  Nationals;  Coach 
Bill  Kern  of  Carnegie  Tech,  and 
Coach  Elmer  Layden  of  Notre  Dame. 


Tax  on  Billboard  Adv. 

in  Oklahoma  Held  Legal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tising  Agency  the  court  held  that 
his  allegation  that  the  law  is  dis- 
criminatory because  it  exempts 
newspapers  and  periodical  advertis- 
ing from  the  two  per  cent  levy  was 
incorrect.  The  court  held  that  the 
legislature  may  tax  one  class  and 
exempt  another  and  held  that  the 
classification  may  be  based  on  the 
difference  between  the  kind  of  labor 
employed,  cost  of  production  and  the 
like.  — 

Expect  GN   Receivership 

to  be  Terminated  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pany  attorneys  are  to  point  out  that 
sufficient  money  to  pay  GN  debts 
will  be  available  and  that  the  re- 
ceivership is  unnecessary. 

Plans  for  immediate  production 
will  be  laid  as  soon  as  the  legal 
tangle  is  removed.  Earle  W.  Ham- 
mons,  president,  will  begin  negotia- 
tions with  producers  to  whom  a 
large  percentage  of  production  costs 
will  be  advanced. 


INDUSTRY  RALLY  WILL 
MAP  BIGELOW  FIGHT 


Lou  Engel  Rites  Held 

Pittsburgh  —  Lou  Engel,  41,  for 
many  years  film  salesman  for  Edu- 
cational, Columbia  and  Gaumont 
British,  died  from  a  heart  attack  in 
Allegheny  General  Hospital  here. 
Funeral  services  took  place  yester- 
day at  the  Ralph  Schugar  Funeral 
Home,  and  interment  was  made  at 
the  Beth  Sholem  Cemetery.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  Nettie  Weiss 
Engel,  his  mother,  three  brothers 
and  one  sister.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Engel  was  local  representa- 
tive for  the  Quality  Premium  Co.  of 
Philadelphia. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

amendments  to  the  State  constitu- 
tion. 

Amendments,  providing  for  old  age 
pensions,  hold  the  threat  of  J^di- 
tional  ruinous  taxes  to  the  Sy '  Vs 
film  interests,  it  is  charged. 

Service  bulletin  of  the  ITO  of 
Ohio  allied  with  other  business  or- 
ganizations, etc.,  in  opposing  the 
amendments  which  will  be  voted  on 
Nov.  7,  declares  that  the  amendments 
"have  more  than  a  50-50  chance  of 
being  approved  by  a  substantial  ma- 
jority." 

Bulletin  says: 

"Remember  this:  —  Mr.  Bigelow 
obtained  415,295  signatures  on  his 
petitions.  We  can  throw  out  100,- 
000  of  these  signatures  as  worth- 
less and,  figuring  that  the  balance 
of  315,000  are  good  for  three  votes, 
we  arrive  at  a  total  of  nearly  1,- 
000,000  votes  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ments. 

"This  campaign  is  working  against 
the  tremendous  pull  of  direct  self- 
interest.  We  have  had  three  cam- 
paigns in  Ohio  in  the  past  seven 
years  where  the  voters'  self-interest 
was  at  stake  at  the  polls,  and  in 
every  case  the  'have  nots'  carried 
the  day  by  overwhelming  votes." 


0 
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Board  of  the  UMPTO  Eyes 

Pitfalls  in  Neely's  Bill 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

company.  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
came  in  for  criticism  when  it  was 
reported  that  the  company  was  fill- 
ing its  higher  allocations  with  pic- 
tures deemed  not  worthy  of  such 
designation. 

Any  company  which  fills  the 
brackets  without  regard  to  the  merit 
of  pictures  was  termed  "unfair"  by 
the  board. 


May  Try  Sunday  Vaude 

Terryville,  Conn. — Joseph  Faith  is 
considering  Sunday  vaudeville  for 
the  Mayfair  Theater. 


ST 


Ken  Aneser,  of  the  Warner  home 
office  advertising  and  publicity  de-j 
partment,  is  passing  out  cigars  to 
celebrate  the  birth  of  a  daughter 
to  Mrs.  Aneser  yesterday  at  the' 
Queen  Village  Sanatorium.  The 
baby  weighed  eight-and-one-half 
pounds  at  birth,  and  will  be  named 
Nancy  Ann.  She  becomes  the  sis- 
ter of  John  Aneser,  three  years  old. 


Chicago— Will  Hollander,  B  &  K 
advertising  chieftain,  is  a  grand- 
father. His  daughter,  Mrs.  Stanley 
C.  Florsheim,  gave  birth  to  a  girl 
at  the  Michael  Reese  Hospital. 

Denver — Harold  Woods,  manager 
of  the  Fo  houses  in  Walsenberg, 
Colo,  announces  the  birth  of  a  son, 
Donald  Scott  to  Mrs.  Woods. 


II 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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MPTOA  to  Seek  Revision  of  Theater  Insurance  Rates 

studio  Using  reportsjieet  vigorouTdenials 

MY.  Allied  Board  Backs  Cohen,  Opposition  Fades  Out 


Kelly's  Resignation  Accepted; 

Unit  to  Function  as 

Independent 

Collapse    of    the    minority    group 
opposition  within  New  York  Allied 

;was  indicated  Friday  when  13  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  directors  at  a 

'special  meeting  tendered  a  vote  of 
confidence  to  President  Max  A. 
Cohen  and  the  administrative  of- 
ficers. Appreciation  also  was  ex- 
pressed for  the   work  accomplished 

I  in  behalf  of  the  organization. 

Resignation  of  E.  Thornton  Kelly 
was    accepted    unanimously    by    the 

(Continued   on    Page    4) 

COURT  VACATES  GN'S 
BANKRUPTCY  PETITION 


Federal  Judge  Samuel  Mandel- 
baum  on  Friday  vacated  the  involun- 
tary petition  in  bankruptcy  filed  by 
three  creditors  against  Grand  Na- 
tional Pictures,  Inc.,  and  the  order 
appointing  Simon  H.  Rifkin  as  re- 
ceiver of  the  corporation. 

The  decision  which  was  rendered 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Film  Trade  Tops  Attend 

Pittsburgh  V.  C.  Dinner 

Pittsburgh — Eleventh  annual  ban- 
quet of  the  local  Variety  Club  which 
was  held  in  the  ballroom  of  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  Hotel  last  night  in  honor 
of  its  retiring  officers  was  attended 
by  more  than  a  thousand,  including 
showmen  from  all  over  the  country, 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

20th-Fox  Chiefs  Discuss 
Current  and  1940-41   Plans 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Starting  today,  Her- 
man Wobber,  general  manager  of 
distribution  for  20th-Fox,  will  hud- 
dle with  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  for  a 
week  on  remainder  of  company's 
releases  for  this  year  and  tentative 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Columbia  Renews  Shouras  Franchise  Deal 

for  Three  Years;  300  Theaters  Involved 

Renewal  by  Columbia  of  its  franchise  contract  with  the  Skouras  theater  circuit 
for  a  period  of  three  years,  was  announced  on  the  week-end  by  A.  Montague,  general 
sales   manager.      More    than   300   theaters   are    involved. 

Montague,  Lou  Astor,  Jerry  Safron,  Carl  Shalit,  Phil  Dunas,  B.  B.  Marcus  and  Oscar 
Ruby,  represented  Columbia  in  the  negotiations,  and  Spyros  Skouras,  Jack  Sullivan, 
Aubrey   Schenck   and   Bill    Powers   acted   for   the   theater   interests. 


RKO's  Optional  Arbitration  Clauses 
Ready  for  Use;  Now  in  All  Contracts 


RKO's  optional  arbitration  clause, 
calling  for  a  three-man  panel  to  set- 
tle contract  disputes,  has  been  in- 
serted into  the  company's  revised 
licensing  agreement  which  came  off 
the   presses    on    Thursday. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  clause,  a 
selected  arbitrator  must  be  one  who 
has  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect, 
in  the  controversy.  If  the  exhibitor's 
choice  of  arbitrator  and  that  of 
the   distributor   fail   to   agree   on    a 


third  arbitrator,  the  American  Arbi- 
tration Association  will  be  asked 
to  name  one. 

The  arbitration  clause,  which  was 
drawn  up  by  William  Savage  of  the 
legal  department,  is  reprinted  here- 
with for  the  first  time  by  The  Film 
Daily: 

THIRTY-FIFTH.    The  Exhibitor  and  Dis- 
tributor    respectively     agree     that    each     shall 
submit    all    claims    and    controversies    arising 
hereunder   and    any    claim   for   any    breach    of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


MPTOA  to  Press  Distribs.  for  Concessions  Stand 


Immediate  steps  will  be  taken  by 
the  MPTOA  to  urge  those  distribu- 
tors who  have  not  announced  more 
liberal  selling  policies  to  signify 
their  intentions  as  to  cancellations, 
forcing  of  shorts  and  arbitration, 
according  to  Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent, who  was  in  New  York  over 
the  week-end. 

Kuykendall  also  plans  to  appoint 


a  committee  to  investigate  effects  of 
the  European  war  on  the  industry 
and  to  determine  what  the  exhibitors 
can  expect  as  to  the  cutting  of  pro- 
duction costs  and  its  effect  on  qual- 
ity. This  fact-finding  committee  will 
work  both  in  the  East  and  with 
studio  officials. 

Both    of   these    actions    were    de- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Revision  of  Liability,  Fire  Insurance 
Rates  on  Theas.  Desired  by  MPTOA 


MPTO  of  N.  W.  Considers 
Merging  with  PCC  of  ITO 

Seattle,  Wash. — Approval  of  a 
committee  to  study  advisability  of 
merging  the  MPTO  of  the  Northwest 
with  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference 
of     Independent     Theater     Owners 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Revision  of  liability  and  fire  in- 
surance dates  on  theaters  will  be 
sought  by  the  MPTOA.  This  move 
was  decided  at  the  directors'  meet- 
ing in  White  Sulphur  Springs  last 
week. 

Theatrical  fire  insurance,  it  was 
pointed  out,  has  not  been  revised  to 
conform  with  the  improvements  the- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Coast    Production    Executives 

Scout  Six-Week  Closing 

Rumors 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Vigorous  official 
denials  at  the  week-end  met  reports 
that  major  studios  would  close  down 
during  the  winter  for  a  period  of 
six  weeks. 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck  was  emphatic 
in  his  statement  that  there  would 
be  no  shutdown  at  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox while  M-G-M  and  RKO 
Radio  officials  declared  that  no  such 
move  had  been  discussed  at  their 
studios. 

It  was  learned  from  authoritative 
sources   at  Warners   that  the    Bur- 

(Continued   on    Page    4) 

FCC  MAfDELAY  TELE 
REPORT  TO  NOV.  15 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  FCC  Television 
Committee's  report  may  not  make 
its  appearance  until  mid-November 
instead  of  Wednesday,  the  Nov.  1 
date  at  which  the  committee  ad- 
mittedly has  been  shooting. 

Delay,   it  is   understood,   is   occa- 

(Continued   on   Page    4) 

Williams  to  Meet  Majors' 

Counsel  on  Equity  Suit 

Sources  close  to  the  D  of  J  re- 
vealed on  Friday  that  Special  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  Paul  Wil- 
liams will  be  in  New  York  today 
to  confer  with  attorneys  represent- 
ing the  eight  major  film  companies 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

French  Production  May  Be 
Restricted  to  Two  Studios 


French  film  production  is  virtually 
at  a  standstill,  with  officialdom  there 
considering  concentrating  on  the 
making  of  features  in  only  one  or 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


13% 


DAILY 


Monday,  October  30, 1939 


Vol.  76,  No.  84        Mon.,  Oct.  30,  1939        10  Cents 


JOHN    W.    ALICOATE  Publisher 


DONALD    M.    MERSEREAU     :     General    Manager 
CHESTER   B.    BAHN     ::::::     Editor 


Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundays  anil 
Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.. 
by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc.  J.  W. 
Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher;  Don- 
ald M.  Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer;  En- 
tered as  second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938 
;it  the  post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  undei 
the  act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage 
free)  United  States  outside  of  Greater  New 
York  $10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3 
months,  $3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscriber 
should  remit  with  order.  Address  all  com 
munications  to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501 
Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyanl 
9-7117,  9-7118.  9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable 
Address:     Filmday,    New    York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif. — 
Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
VV.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY— Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Depto.  19,  5A,  Dr.  Lucio  No.  102,  Mexico, 
D  F.  BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz, 
Heraldo  Del  Cinematografista,  Corrientes  1309. 


■i                                  ■■ 

financial. 

(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 13V2     13V4     13'/4  —     Vs 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%>    8i/2       8V4       8'/2+      Vs 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1  >/4       1 Va      1  '/4  —     Vs 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd...   103/4     10%     103/g   +     Vs 

East.   Kodak   161        161       161  

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 13%     13 Vs     13'/2  —     V4 

Loew's,    Inc 37l/2     36%     37      —     % 

do  pfd 

Paramount      9Vs       8%       9      —     Vs 

Paramount   1st  pfd...   86         86         86         

Paramount    2nd    pfd..   10         10         10       —     % 

Pathe    Film    10%     10V2     103,4      

RKO     1%       1%       1%     

20th    Century-Fox    ..    15%     15         15%      

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    243/8     24V4     24'/4  —     V2 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 74        74         74         

Warner  Bros 4%       43/8       4'/2      

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3i/2s46.   99 Vi     99 V4     99'/2   +     Va 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   493/3     493/8     493/8   +  17/8 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3Vis47     

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  82</2     82%     82'/2     

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor      14%     14%     14%      

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100%     .... 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty   6s    1st   '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.   '45..   65         68 
Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 60'/4     62% 


- 

PROGRESS 
FILM   LIBRARY 

■ 

* 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 

• 
■ 

7*9  SEVENTH  AVE.  N.YCJ 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

H  The  Broadway  Parade  E 

Picture   and    Distributor  Theater 

Goodbye,     Mr.     Chips     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — 25th     week Astor 

Jamaica     Inn     (Paramount     Pictures-Mayflower) — 3rd     week Rivoli 

Babes    in    Arms    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — 2nd    week Capitol 

Mr.   Smith   Goes   to  Washington    (Columbia    Pictures) — 2nd   week Music   Hall 

Disputed    Passage    (Paramount    Pictures) Paramount 

20,000  Men  a   Year   (20th  Century-Fox) Roxy 

On    Dress    Parade     (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

Rio    (Universal    Pictures) Globe 

Calling   All    Marines    (Republic    Pictures) Criterion 

Legion    of    Lost    Fliers    (Universal    Pictures) Rialto 

Dust    Be    My    Destiny    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)     (a-b) Palace 

Pack    Up    Your    Troubles    (20th    Century-Fox)     (a) Palace 

Ireland's   Border   Line    (Dublin    Film   Corp.) — 4th    week Belmont 

Of   Human    Bondage    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) — 3rd   week    (d) Little   Carnegie 

♦    FOREIGN  LAl%GU/\fiF  FEATURES    ♦ 

The    End    of    a    Day     (Juno    Films) — 8th    week Filmarte 

Harvest     (French     Cinema     Center) — 5th     week World 

Rasputin    (Concord    Film) — 3rd   week 55th    St.    Playhouse 

Mirele  Efros    (Credo   Pictures) — 2nd   week Cameo 

Port  of   Shadows    (Le   Quai   des   Brumes)    (Film    Alliance) Central 

Betrayal   of  Catherine   the   Great   (World   Pictures)    (b) 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

Amore    Sulle    Alpi     (Italian    film) Cinecitta 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Whipsaw      (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Nov.      1 Criterion 

Drums    Along    the     Mohawk     (20th    Century-Fox) — Nov.    3 Roxy 

One  Hour  to  Live   (Universal   Pictures) — Nov.  4 Rialto 

Rulers  of  the  Sea    (Paramount  Pictures) — Nov.  8 Paramount 

The    Roaring   Twenties    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Nov.    10 Strand 

Ninotchka    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)    (c) Music    Hall 

Dancing    Co-Ed     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)      (cl Capitol 

First    Love    (Universal    Pictures)     (c) Rivoli 

Hollywood    Cavalcade    (20th    Century-Fcx)— Nov.    2    (a-b) Palace 

The    Escape     (20th    Century-Fox)— Nov.     2     (a) Palace 

That  They  May  Live    (Mayer  &   Burstyn) — Nov.  6 Filmarte 


(a)    Dual  bill. 


lb)    Subsequent   run. 


(c)    Follows  current   bill. 


125  to  Attend  Albany 

Testimonial  to  Mills 


Albany — Bernie  Mills,  former  Re- 
public franchise  holder  here,  will  be 
feted  by  125  exhibs.  and  Film  Row 
colleagues  this  noon  at  the  Ten  Eyck 
Hotel,  with  Si  Fabian  and  J.  Meyer 
Schine  the  principal  speakers  sched- 
uled. 

Committee  headed  by  Artie  New- 
mann  and  composed  of  George  Jef- 
fries, Dick  Hayes  and  Ben  Smith 
met  in  Newmann's  Republic  office 
Saturday  to  take  care  of  the  reser- 
vations and  arrangements. 

Mills  is  associated  in  Standard 
Pictures,  Inc.,  with  Jack  Berkowitz, 
with  offices  in  New  York. 

Toastmaster  at  today's  luncheon 
will  be  Bernard  Kranze,  RKO  branch 
manager. 


Hummel,  Warner  Foreign 

Exec,  to  Sail  Friday 

Joseph  S.  Hummel,  Warner  for- 
eign exec,  leaves  for  South  Amer- 
ica Friday  for  an  extensive  tour. 
Hummel  was  recently  named  head 
of  Warner's  foreign  department  for 
all  territories  with  the  exception  of 
Europe. 


"Drums"  Dinner  Wednesday 

Albany — Following  an  extensive 
campaign  in  this  territory  by  20th- 
Fox  for  its  multiple  premiere  of 
"Drums  Along  The  Mohawk"  on 
Nov.  2,  climax  of  the  pre-premiere 
drive  will  come  Wednesday  night 
with  a  dinner  at  the  Hotel  De  Witt 
Clinton  which  will  be  attended  by 
Governor  Lehman  and  over  100 
other  state  executives  and  notables. 
Utica  premiere  of  the  film  will  have 
a  $2.50  top. 


RKO's  $2.50  Premiere 

Pittsburgh — Admission  price  for 
the  world  premiere  of  "Allegheny 
Uprising"  on  Nov.  3  has  been  set 
at  $2.50,  an  unprecedented  figure 
for  this  community.  More  than  $1,- 
000  worth  of  tickets  were  sold  the 
first   day  tickets  went  on  sale. 


Sales  Execs,  on  Drive  Trips 

With  the  20th-Fox  Kent  Drive  for 
this  year  in  its  final  stages,  division 
managers  of  the  company  last  week 
laid  plans  for  extensive  field  trips. 
William  Sussman,  Eastern  division 
manager,  left  New  York  to  visit  a 
number  of  branches,  and  William 
J.  Kupper,  Western  division  man- 
ager, left  for  a  swing  through  the 
south.  W.  C.  Gehring,  Central  di- 
vision manager,  expects  to  leave  for 
the  Midwest  this  week. 


McElhinney  to  Singapore 

Appointment  of  Joseph  D.  McEl- 
hinney as  Singapore  branch  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox  was  announced 
jointly  last  week  by  Herman  Wob- 
ber,  general  manager  of  distribu- 
tion, and  Walter  J.  Hutchinson,  di- 
rector of  foreign  distribution.  Mc- 
Elhinney, until  he  came  East  last 
week  for  home  office  confabs  on  his 
new  post,  was  with  the  Salt  Lake 
City  branch. 


Hays  Board  to  Meet  Again 

MPPDA's  board  met  Friday  and 
again  discussed  in  a  general  way 
current  problems,  with  emphasis  on 
the  foreign  situation. 

Another  meeting  will  be  held  Wed- 
nesday. 


cominG  add  Gome 


JACK  L.  WARNER  expects  to  return  to  the 
Coast   this   week   from    New   York. 

HAROLD  HENDEE,  director  of  research  for 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  will  be  in  Boston  tomor- 
row to  deliver  a  lecture  before  the  Cj  ^otte 
Cushman   Club.  l0-  *! 

WILLIAM  SUSSMAN,  Eastern  division^  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  has  left  New  York  to  visit 
a    number    of    branches    in    his    territory. 

WILLIAM  J.  KUPPER,  Western  division  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  has  left  for  a  swing  through 
the    South. 

JIMMY  McHUCH  arrives  here  from  the  Coast 
shortly. 

WALTER  KANE  and  his  wife,  LYNN  BARI, 
are   at   the   Sherry    Netherland. 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  has  left  Hollywood  for 
several    p.a.'s    in    the    Pacific    Northwest. 

PHIL  HUSTON  goes  to  the  Coast  within  the 
near   future. 

ZORINA   has   returned   to   Hollywood. 

WALTER  CONNOLLY  arrived  here  over  the 
week-end    from    the    Coast. 

NED  DEPINET  is  due  in  from  the  Coast  to- 
day. 

KAY    KYSER    arrives    in    town    this    morning. 

JACK   SKIRBALL   due   from    the   Coast   tomor- 


General  Theater  Supply 

Adopts  Surcharge  Plan 

Toronto — General  Theater  Supply 
Co.,  in  a  circular  to  exhibitors,  ad- 
vises that  although  due  to  differ- 
ences in  the  exchange  rate  between 
Canada  and  the  U.  S.,  prices  on  im- 
ported theater  equipment  have  been 
adjusted  upward,  the  firm  has 
adopted  a  flexible  plan  whereby  the 
fixed  price  of  equipment  stays  static 
and  a  surcharge  is  added  computed 
on  the  basis  of  2  per  cent  of  the 
exchange  rate  fixed  by  the  foreign 
exchange  control  board  at  Ottawa 
for  the  day  of  the  order.  The  com- 
pany announces  it  will  absorb  all 
extra  duties  and  taxes. 


Photographic-Projection 

Exports  Higher  In  Sept. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Exports  of  photo- 
graphic and  projection  goods  from 
the  United  States  in  September  in- 
creased over  those  of  the  same 
month  of  last  year,  the  Commerce 
Department  reports. 

Last  September  export  figure  was 
$1,408,000  compared  to  $1,286,000  in 
1938,  an  increase  of  $122,000. 

The  nine  months  ending  in  Sep- 
tember, however,  show  a  decline  of 
$801,000  with  exports  thus  far  this 
year  at  $14,114,000  compared  to 
$14,915,000  in  1938, 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinton,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«"*  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA  STONE       •       TEDDY   HART 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.   Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat 


TODAY! 


Special  M-G-M  Flash! 


POMONA,  CAL—  The  greatest  musical  that  M-G-M  or 
any  company  ever  made  was  sneak -previewed  here 
this  week.  The  picture  is  "BALALAIKA".  It  is 
Nelson  Eddy's  best  role  since  "Naughty  Marietta"  and 
it  launches  a  glamorous  personality  in  Ilona  Massey. 
Audience  reaction  tremendous! 

More  in  our  next  issue  of  TODAY! 

M-G-M 


:  Cf^WJW 


Monday,  October  30, 1935 


N.  Y.  ALLIED  BOARD 
BACKS  MAX  A.  COHEN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

board.  A  resolution  also  was  adopt- 
ed declaring  that  New  York  Allied 
would  continue  to  function  as  a  state 
unit  of  independent  exhibitors. 

The  financial  report,  covering  the 
period  from  June  24  to  Sept.  30  was 
accepted  and  ratified  as  the  true 
financial  position  of  New  York  Al- 
lied. 

Copies  of  the  resolutions  were 
sent  to  all  members  to  reach  them 
prior  to  the  state  meeting  set  for 
Syracuse  on  Wednesday. 

Directors  attending  Friday's  meet- 
ing were  Joseph  Rosenzweig,  New 
York  City;  Abe  Stone,  Albany; 
Charles  Wilson,  Troy;  Charles  Stei- 
ner,  New  York  City;  R.  P.  Merri- 
man,  Syracuse;  Thomas  Di  Lorenzo, 
New  Paltz;  Mitchell  Conery,  Ra- 
vena;  Louis  Goidel,  Brooklyn;  Irv- 
ing Sherman,  Pearl  River;  Ray 
Pashley,  Interlaken;  Herman  Lor- 
ence,  Cattaraugus;  J.  Abramson, 
Brooklyn,  and  Abe  Levy,  Brooklyn. 

Nine-Car  Special  to  Take 

WB  Troupe  on  Location 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Nine-car  special  train, 
carrying  from  150  to  200  players 
and  company  members,  left  Santa 
Fe  last  night  for  the  major  lo- 
cation near  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  where 
the  Painted  Desert  exteriors  are  to 
be  filmed  for  Warners  "Virginia 
City."  Leading  the  caravan  will  be 
Errol  Flynn,  Miriam  Hopkins,  Ran- 
dolph Scott,  Alan  Hale,  Frank  Mc- 
Hugh,  Dickie  Jones,  Lane  Chandler 
and  Director  Michael  Curtiz. 


Screen  Publicists  Demand 
Contract;  Threaten  Strike 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Officials  of  Screen 
Publicists  Guild  have  written  Asso- 
ciation of  Motion  Picture  Producers 
demanding  that  the  contract  which 
they  declare  was  agreed  upon  by 
producers  on  Oct.  9  be  placed  in  op- 
eration at  once. 

This  action  was  taken  after  the 
Guild  received  a  letter  from  pro- 
ducers that  the  agreement  was  being 
studied  by  their  attorneys.  Unless 
the  producers  comply  with  the  de- 
mand, Guild  officials  are  expected  to 
call  a  general  meeting  of  their  or- 
ganization this  week  for  a  strike  vote. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER  30 
G»orgt  Marion,  Jr.  Sue  Carol 

Zoe  Akins  Arthur  Benlint 


4LCNS  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  kDALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     IT  was  just  a  week  ago  today.  .  .  .thai  the  20th-Fox  publicity 

and   ad  forces   moved   into   new   quarters specifically   the   building 

which  fronts  on  West  56th  St.  and  nestles  twixt  the  company's  main  baili- 
wick and  the  edifice  occupied  by  News  of  the  Day It  is  a  little  too 

early  yet  to  appraise  the  effect  of  the  shift  on  the  consciences  of  the 

20th-Fox  publicity  and  promotional  purveyors for  there  is  an  aura 

of  righteousness   about  the   new  quarters springing   from   the  fact 

that  heretofore  the  building  was. . .  .a  mission!   !   ! 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  AND  speaking  of  the  possible  effect of  environ- 
ment  there's  this  intriguing  note  from  Providence,  R.  I 

"NOT  through  lack  oj  patriotism  but  rather  because  of  conscience 

Bill  Morton,  publicist  for  RKO-Albee,  and  Ward  L.  Jukes, 

ad  layout  man  for  the  house moving  into  new  office  quarters 

at  the  theater took  down  a  large  oil  painting  of  George  Wash- 
ington from  the  walls  of  the  room  before  beginning  work" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     VERSE  has  long  been  used  to  pay  tribute so  we  have 

composed  a  jingle short,  'tis  true but  so  was  Arthur  Brisbane 

....  and  even  the  Seven  Dwarfs so  here  it  goes: "UA 

OK!" Thafs    for   the   clever   mail    campaign    on    Walter   Wanger's 

"Eternally    Yours" So    far    we    have    received    in    the    "Eternally 

Yours"    series a   rabbit handcuffs and   the    spouse,    a 

bunch  of  violets We  are  momentarily  expecting  the  postman  around 

with  income  tax  blanks,   another  Government   suit,   or  an   exhibitor  who 

doesn't  balk  at  50  per  cent The  campaign  has  been  waged  'mongst 

theater  men.  and  the  trade  and  daily  press 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THE  MPTOA  offices  here  have  received  a  wire  from 

the   Asheville,   N.    C,    Country    Club that   Oscar   Lam 

Rome,  Ga.,  exhib made  a  hole  in  one on  the  Asheville 

links Witnesses,  said  the   telegram,  were  Mitchell  Wolfson, 

George  Snyder  and  Frank  Donnahoe Lam   made  his  lucky 

drive  while  returning  from  the  MPTOA  board  meeting  at  White 

Sulphur  Springs The  ball,  'tis  avered,  left  the  tee  like  a  lion 

but  dropped  in  like  a  lam 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     YES,  siree this  industry  is  getting  real  palsy-walsy .... 

with    Society Witness    that    private    screening    of    "Elizabeth    and 

Essex" at   the    Warner    home    office for    200    socialites 

invited  by  Elsa  Maxwell which  incidentally  (oh,  very!) enabled 

Warners  to  crack  the  society  columns of  the  New  York  dailies .... 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     MORE  than  900  Paramount  Pep  Club  members  and 

their  guests made  the  rafters  of  the  Hotel  Astor  ring 

at  the  club's  annual  dinner-dance  on  Friday  night Bob  Weit- 

man,  manager  of  the  Paramount  Theater,  arranged  the  entire  en- 
tertainment blow-out consisting  of  Dick  Powell,  the  Frazee 

Sisters,  Lane   Bros,   and  Bob   Bromley while   Harold   Stern 

and  His  Ork  supplied  the  terpsichorean  tunes.  .  .  •  That  drive 
to  raise  funds  for  refugee  youngsters which  is  being  spon- 
sored   by   the   Foster   Parents'   Plan  for   War   Children and 

whose  objective  is  to  raise  $100,000  to  send  trucks,  food,  clothing 
and  medical  supplies  to  France  for  the  kids  of  the  war-torn  na- 
tions  is  off  to  a  flying  start with  employes  of  Warners, 

Paramount,  RKO,  M-G-M,  UA,  Columbia  and  20th-Fox  evidencing 
keen  interest  in  the  project and  deservingly  so 


«      «      « 


»      »      » 


DENY  REPORTED 
STUDIO  CLOSINGS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

bank  plant  will   not  be   closed.      I 
was  pointed  out  that  the  company' 
production  schedule  makes  sivg.  ac- 
tion impossible.     During  the  cj  .'ioi 
mentioned    in    the    reports,    it   wa 
said  the  studio  would  have  five  man 
jor    pix    in    production — "We    Shal 
Meet  Again,"  "The  Fighting  69th,". 
"Virginia  City,"  "Story  of  Dr.  Ehr-f 
lich"  and  the  new  Bette  Davis  veh] 
icle. 

In    the    absence    of   Prexy   Harr\| 
Cohn,  S.  F.  Briskin  stated  that  Col 
lumbia  did  not  contemplate  any  sue? 
move. 

At  Paramount,  Y.  Frank  Freema 
and  William  LeBaron  reiterated  a 
former  statement  that  Paramount 
does  not  plan  any  shutdown. 

It   is   felt  certain   that   Universa 
will  not  close  for  any  period  duringj 
the    winter,    but    no    officials    were! 
available  for  a  statement. 


r 


FCC  May  Delay  Television 

Report  to  November  15f- 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sioned   by   the   Committee's   present*, 
uncertainty  over  whether  the  bettei 
"tonic"    for    television    would    be    a 


straight  Federal  subsidy  or  com 
mercial  licenses,  permitting  the  sta 
tions  to  sell  program  time. 

This  much  is  definitely  knownj 
however:  The  Committee's  report; 
will  recommend  one  course  or  the 
other,  with  the  odds  favoring  com 
mercial  licensing. 

The    Committee    evidently    agrees 
with  unofficial  opinion  that  tele  de 
velopment  here   has  reached  a  cru 
cial  stage,  witness  the  fact  that  salel 
of  receivers  has  been  disappointing.! 

Suggestion  that  the  substantia]  . 
sale  of  sets  in  England  prior  to  thef 
war  tended  to  reflect  disadvantage- j 
ously  upon  state  of  American  tech-j 
nical  perfection  is  not  accepted  inl 
FCC  circles,  which  regard  the  pointf 
as  highly  debatable. 

While  those  in  authority  do  not! 
say  so,  there  is  a  feeling  that  thel 
Commission's  apparent  readiness  tol 
aid  in  the  U.  S.  industry  at  thisl 
time  is  tinged  with  nationalism.  Thel 
first  World  War  put  the  American! 
film  industry  in  a  position  to  domi-1 
nate.  There  is  a  hunch  that  thel 
second,  if  prolonged,  will  do  the  samel 
for  the  American  tele  industry. 


"Port  of  Shadows"   Opens  J 

"Port    of    Shadows,"    the    French! 
Academy  award  production,  released! 
by  Film  Alliance  of  the  United  States,' 
had  a  gala  premiere  at  the  New  Cen 
tral    Theater    Friday    evening,    and 
drew  an  audience  made  up  of  social, 
literary    and    theatrical    celebrities. 


Runs  True  to  Form 

Maybe  it  was  the  name,  but  at  any 
rate  Charlieinfeld,  brown  gelding  owned 
by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Anderson,  took  the  first 
race  at  Yonkers'  Empire  City  track  Fri- 
day. 


Monday,  October  30, 1939 


TRADE  TOPS  ATTEND 
I   PITTSBURGH  DINNER 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

''as   well    as    outstanding    figures    in 
'■'■  politics,  sports  and  other  fields. 
Prrrram  began  at  7  o'clock  with 
Fathti^  Garahan    pronouncing    the 
oenediction.      John    H.    Harris,    na- 
tional president  of  Variety  Clubs  and 
''.'general    chairman    of    the    banquet, 
'"  then     introduced     the     toastmaster, 
'former  Gov.  Harold  Hoffman  of  New 
Jersey,  who,  in  turn,  introduced  the 
speakers  and  honor  guests. 
'"'.    At  the  speakers'  table  were:  May- 
ipr  Cornelius  D.  Scully;   Father  Ed- 
ward  J.    Flanagan   of  Boys'   Town; 
Senators  James  J.  Davis  and  Joseph 
Guffey    of   Pennsylvania,    and   Rush 
jVHolt  of  W.  Virginia;  Maurice  O'Con- 
'riell,    assistant   postmaster    general; 
I  Edward  R.  Stirling,  department  com- 
r  nander    of    the    American    Legion; 
wrank  C.  Walker,  general  counsel  of 
;he  MPTOA;  Ex-Governor  Hoffman; 
Study  Vallee;  Edward  Everett  Hor- 
;on;  Gus  Van;  Dr.  Harry  Hagen  of 
•adio    fame;    William    B.    Kechnie, 
5^nanager  of  the  Cincinnati  ball  team; 
Toe  McCarthy,  manager  of  the  New 
fork   Yankee;    Bill   Kern,    Carnegie 
ivfech  football  coach;  Charles  Bowser, 
r.Pitt  coach  and  Elmer  Layden,  Du- 
a mesne  coach. 

if  C.  J.  Latta,  newly  elected  chief 
sharker,  presented  gifts  to  the  retir- 
ng  officers — a  solid  gold  wrist  watch, 
n,ivith  hand-made  case  and  move- 
t"nents,  to  Ira  H.  Cohn,  chief  barker, 
Kind  to  each  of  the  other  officers  a 
l-jold  Variety  Club  barker's  ring. 

The    club    announced    that    it    is 
-' adopting  another  baby,  George  Bark- 

I  "T  the  3rd,  who  made  his  debut  at 
Jr  he  dinner  and  was  presented  by 
IfOhief  Barker  Ira  H.  Cohn  to  the 
?Hew  Chief  Barker,  C.  J.  Latta. 

;'  Jack  Durant,  master  of  ceremon- 
ies, then  presented  the  entertain- 
e"nent  which  followed  dinner,  includ- 
ing 15  acts  by  headliners  in  the  show 

II  msiness,  among  them  being  Rudy 
'V/allee,  Edward  Everett  Horton,  El- 

■  a  Logan  of  George  White's  "Scan- 
dals," The  Ben  Yost  Singers,  Wil- 
liams and  Red  Dust,  The  Four 
pranks,  Abbott  &  Costello,  Betty 
ls!;Jruce  from  the  "Boys  from  Syra- 
cuse" show,  Gidrich  &  Nelson  and 
llIQany  others. 

Instead  of  being  staged  with  a 
ircus  background  as  in  former 
'ears,  the  ballroom  where  this  year's 
•anquet  was  held  represented  the 
nterior  of  a  huge  showboat,  the 
',  ruests  walking  into  the  Urban  Room, 
i  >hich  was  converted  into  a  river 
ank,  onto  a  gangplank  and  over  a 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Pittsburgh — The  marriage  of  Miss 
'eggy  Latta,  daughter  of  C.  J.  Lat- 
a,  assistant  to  Harry  Kalmine,  zone 
lanager  for  Warner  theaters,  to 
William  Diebold  took  place  Friday 
l  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  here,  with 
iev.  J.  J.  Garahan  officiating. 


Garmes  Said  Undecided  on  East  or  West 

Lee  Garmes  is  reported  to  be  "on  the  fence"  as  to  whether  he  will  produce 
"And  So  Goodbye"  in  Hollywood  or  at  Eastern  Service  Studios  for  RKO  release.  Decision 
may  fall  in  either  direction.  Jack  Skirball  is  due  in  New  York  tomorrow  to  set  plans 
for  the  production  of  "Angela   is  22"   at  the  Astoria   studios   for  Columbia   release. 


French  Production  May  Be 
Restricted  to  Two  Studios 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

two  studios,  it  was  asserted  on  Fri- 
day by  Maurice  Dekobra,  prominent 
author  and  scenarist  who  arrived  in 
New  York  aboard  the  Rex. 

Dekobra  said  that  advices  reach- 
ing him  disclose  that  the  French 
cinemas  now  are  permitted  to  op- 
erate from  2  p.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and 
a  maximum  of  300  persons  are  al- 
lowed to  attend  an  individual  show- 
ing as  an  air-raid  protective  meas- 
ure. 

Primary  purpose  of  his  current 
visit,  he  said,  is  production  of  a 
stage  play  based  upon  his  novel, 
"The  Widow  With  Pink  Gloves," 
which  is  soon  to  go  to  Broadway  un- 
der the  banner  of  Continental  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Irwin  Piscator,  who  directed 
the  pix  "Rasputin."  Subsequently, 
he  admitted,  the  screen  rights  will 
be  negotiated. 

His  film,  "Macao,"  starring  Erich 
von  Stroheim,  was  virtually  com- 
pleted when  war  broke  out,  Dekobra 
declared.  He  revealed  that  he  may 
go  to  Hollywood  to  engage  in  the 
preparation  of  stories  and  screen- 
plays. 

Williams  to  Meet  Majors' 

Counsel  on  Equity  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  regard  to  the  Government's  equity 
action  here. 

Attorneys  will  in  all  likelihood 
discuss  the  interrogatories  filed  by 
the  Government  and  now  scheduled 
to  be  answered  by  Nov.  1. 


stream  of  water,  the  entire  theme 
being  carried  out  in  this  manner; 
the  waiters  and  other  attendants 
were  dressed  as  sailors  and  the  cen- 
terpiece on  the  speakers'  table  was 
a  large  floral  sailboat. 

Among  prominent  guests  were: 

l^eil  Agnew,  Charles  Berne,  Carter  Barron, 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Bob  Christenberry,  Charles 
A.  Casanave,  Harvey  B.  Day,  Ned  Depinet, 
George  Dembow,  Robert  Denton,  J.  R. 
Grainger,  Eddie  Golden,  Arthur  Willi,  Bob 
Gillham,  Adolph  Haas,  Rube  Jackter,  Lou 
Jacobs,  Ed  Kuykendall,  Arthur  Lee,  Jules 
Levy,  M.  A.  Lightman,  "Chick"  Lewis,  F. 
J.  A.  McCarthy,  Eddie  McEvoy,  Bob  O'Don- 
nell,  Eddie  Peskay.  Jack  Pegler,  Lou  Gold- 
berg, Frank  C.  Walker,  William  Sussman, 
A.  Mike  Vogel,  Harry  Mayer,  Charles  Rea- 
gan, A.  J.  Richards. 

Grad  Sears,  W.  A.  Scully,  Cress  Smith. 
George  Skouras,  Leonard  Schlessinger,  Eddie 
Saunders,  William  Rogers,  Jack  Flynn,  Mar- 
vin Schenck,  Paul  Terry,  Lou  Weinberg, 
Jack  Sichelman,  Max  Fallerman,  William  A. 
McAvoy,  Jr.,  Jack  Beresin,  Earle  Sweigert, 
Harry  Biben,  Sam  Schwartz,  Sam  Stiefel, 
Ted  Schlanger,  A.  J.  Fisher,  Jr.,  William 
Clark,    Edgar   Moss,    Eddie    Grainger. 

Joe  Morgan,  A.  E.  Lichtman,  C.  J.  Kogod, 
Sam  Galanty,  Bob  Smeltzer,  Sam  Wheeler, 
F.  R.  Olive,  Eddie  Fontaine,  Fred  Burka,  Lou 
Rome,  Joe  Grant,  Carl  Schmidt,  Bert  Stearn, 
Duke  Clark,  H.  Goldstein,  George  Roberts, 
I.  J.  Schmertz,  Bill  Carlson,  J.  Haley,  Alex 
Schreiber,  Hal  Robinson,  Jr.,  Ed  Kirchner, 
Hal  Robinson,   Sr.,  Al  Steffes,  Benny  Berger. 


Court  Vacates  Petition 

in   Bankruptcy  Against  GN 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

from  the  bench  after  argument  was 
based  on  the  findings  that  the  RFC 
has  agreed  to  advance  $450,000  to 
the  company  with,  as  the  Judge 
stated,  knowledge  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  the  financial  condition  of 
the  company. 

Saul  E.  Rogers,  GN  attorney,  on 
argument  attacked  the  sufficiency 
of  the  petition  and  contended  suc- 
cessfully that  its  allegations  were 
vague  and  indefinite  and  were  in- 
sufficient to  support  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver. 

Arthur  V.  Selig,  attorney  for  the 
creditors,  claimed  that  a  statement 
of  the  company  covering  the  six 
months  after  March,  1939,  indicated 
that  the  company  was  in  the  red 
for  $454,942. 

Earle  W.  Hammons,  president  of 
GN,  after  the  hearing  stated  that 
the  company  was  going  to  go  full 
speed  ahead  and  would  not  seek  a 
reorganization.  He  stated  that,  in 
addition  to  $450,000  from  the  RFC, 
the  concern  was  receiving  $1,000,- 
000  from  Felt  &  Co.,  and  $150,000 
from  Erpi. 


Grand  National  creditors  at  a 
meeting  Friday  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
decided  to  take  no  action  in  pressing 
for  payment  after  Saul  Rogers,  GN 
attorney,  explained  that  the  RFC 
loan  would  insure  the  clearing  of 
indebtedness. 


H-W9-Mo.  Loss  $138,402 

Net  loss  of  $138,402  for  the  nine 
months  ending  Sept.  30  was  an- 
nounced at  the  week-end  by  the 
Heywood  -  Wakefield  Co.,  compared 
with  a  loss  of  $144,739  for  the  same 
period  last  year.  However,  sales 
were  reported  at  11  per  cent  in  ex- 
cess of  those  filled  to  Sept.  30,  1938. 

Murray  In  Fair  Post 

Warren  Murray,  former  assistant 
director  for  Educational  pictures 
and  Al  Christie,  has  been  appointed 
director  of  Displays  at  the  World's 
Fair  to  fill  the  position  left  vacant 
by  A.  K.  Morgan.  Murray  will  take 
an  extended  leave  of  absence  at  the 
close  of  the  Fair  Oct.  31,  returning 
next   year. 


Painters  Ask  Increase 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Following  a  four-hour 
session  Friday  devoted  to  discussions 
of  studio  painters'  demands  for  a 
15  per  cent  wage  increase,  represen- 
tatives of  painters  and  producers 
adjourned  their  deliberations  until 
Wednesday. 

Negro  House  for  Toledo 

Toledo  —  Former  church  edifice 
here  will  be  reconstnacted  as  city's 
first  Negro  theater,  the  Dixie,  600- 
seater. 


SEEKS  RATE  REVISION 
ON  THEA.  INSURANCE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

aters  have  adopted  to  assure  the 
maximum  of  safety,  the  opinion  be- 
ing that  theaters  should  be  given 
rates  comparable  to  those  enjoyed 
by  department  stores  and  other 
places  where  the  fire  hazard  has 
been  minimized. 

Liability  rates  now  are  based  on 
the  average  yearly  attendance. 
MPTOA  will  seek  to  have  the  pre- 
miums determined  by  the  seating 
capacity  of  a  theater,  a  system  which 
was  in  effect  prior  to  the  depres- 
sion. The  present  plan  tends  to 
make  public  the  gross  income  of  a 
theater,  to  which  exhibitors  object, 
even  though  not  much  change  in  rate 
would  be  anticipated. 

Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  president, 
has  appointed  the  following  commit- 
tee to  consult  insurance  companies 
on  the  revisions:  Arthur  Lockwood, 
chairman;  Lewen  Pizor,  Charles 
Hayman  and  Mitchel  Wolfson. 


MPTO  of  N.  W.  Considers 
Merging  with  PCC  of  ITO 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

highlighted  the  17th  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  conference  here  Friday. 

Proponents  urged  the  plan  to  ad- 
vance interests  of  Coast  indies. 
Pending  report  and  favorable  action, 
the  MPTO  will  continue,  and  pre- 
sent officers  headed  by  L.  O.  Lukan 
of   Seattle,  will  retain  their  posts. 

Fred  Mercy,  Jr.,  of  Yakima, 
Wash.,  is  the  committee  chairman. 
Members  include  M.  Kenworthy  of 
Moscow,  Ida.;  Bill  Ridley  of  Long 
View,  Wash.;  Cecil  Gwinn  of  Cen- 
tralia,  Wash.;  LeRoy  Johnson  of 
Jensen  &  von  Herberg,  Seattle; 
John  Danz  of  Stirling  Theaters, 
Seattle;  Irvin  Fey,  Renton  and  Gene 
Groesbeck. 

Lukan  was  presented  with  a  watch 
for  his  services  during  the  past  year. 


20th-Fox  Chiefs  Discuss 
Current  and  1940-41   Plans 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plans  for  next  year,  based  on  ex- 
pected revenue.  Zanuck  is  now 
working  on  a  program  for  1940-41 
and  hopes  to  start  work  on  the 
first  release  for  that  season  about 
April  1. 

"Brigham  Young"  and  "Johnnie 
Apollo",  two  specials,  go  into  work 
during  November.  It  is  stated  at 
the  studio  that  the  conferences  be- 
tween Wobber  and  Zanuck  will  in 
no  way  alter  the  announced  plans 
of  the  company  for  the  remainder 
of  this  season. 


STORKS!   « 


Canton,  O. — A  son  was  born  in 
Mercy  Hospital  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carl  Scott.  Father  is  assistant  man- 
ager  of   Loew's    Theater   here. 
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RKO'S  ARBITRATION 
CLAUSE  NOW  IN  USE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
this   agreement    for    determination    by    arbitra- 
tion  in   the   following   manner : 

Either  party  desiring  to  arbitrate  a  claim 
hereunder  shall  give  written  notice  to  that 
effect  to  the  other  party  and  such  notice 
shall  designate  an  arbitrator  who  shall  have 
been  appointed  by  the  party  giving  such  no- 
tice. Within  five  (5)  days  after  the  receipt 
of  such  notice  the  other  party  shall  appoint  a 
second  arbitrator  and  give  written  notice  of 
such  appointment  to  the  other  party  and  to 
the    other    arbitrator. 

Within  five  (5)  days  thereafter  the  two 
arbitrators  so  appointed  shall  select  a  third 
arbitrator.  Within  five  (5)  days  after  the 
appointment  of  the  third  arbitrator,  the  three 
arbitrators  shall  meet  to  hear  and  determine 
the  claim.  Such  hearing  shall  be  held  in 
the  city  in  which  is  located  the  exchange 
serving  the  pictures  under  this  contract.  The 
parties  hereto  will  produce  upon  such  hearing 
such  books,  records  and  documents  as  the 
arbitrators    may    request. 

The  arbitrators  shall  have  the  power  to  de- 
termine the  claim  or  controversy  thus  sub- 
mitted to  them,  to  make  findings  of  fact  in 
respect  thereof,  to  direct  specific  performance 
of  this  contract,  or  to  determine  that  the 
same  has  been  breached  in  whole  or  in  part 
and  that  damages  on  such  account  shall  be 
paid.  The  decision  or  award  of  a  majority 
of  the  three  arbitrators  shall  be  final,  con- 
clusive  and   binding   upon   the   parties   hereto. 

No  person  shall  hear  or  determine  any 
claim  or  controversy  in  which  he  has  an  in- 
terest direct  or  indirect  and  any  person  hav- 
ing such  interest  shall  be  disqualified  to  act 
as    an    arbitrator   hereunder. 

If  either  party  fails  to  appoint  an  arbi- 
trator as  herein  provided  or  if  any  arbitrator 
so  appointed  shall  fail  or  be  unable  to  or  un- 
qualified to  serve  and  another  arbitrator  is 
not  appointed  in  his  place,  then  the  other 
party  hereto  may  request  the  Arbitration 
Committee  of  the  American  Arbitration  Asso- 
ciation to  select  such  arbitrator  and  if  the 
said  Committee  shall  decline  or  fail  to  name 
such  arbitrator  within  five  (5)  days  after  such 
request  shall  have  been  made,  then  the  other 
party  may  request  the  President  or  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the 
exchange   city   to   designate   such   arbitrator. 

If  the  two  arbitrators  appointed  as  here- 
inbefore provided  shall  fail  to  agree  upon 
the  third  arbitrator,  such  two  arbitrators 
shall  request  the  Arbitration  Committee  of 
the  American  Arbitration  Association  to  select 
the  third  arbitrator  and  if  the  said  President 
shall  decline  or  fail  to  name  such  arbitrator 
within  five  (5)  days  after  such  request  shall 
have  been  made,  then  the  two  arbitrators 
shall  request  the  President  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  the  exchange 
city    to    designate    such    third    arbitrator. 

The  'parties  hereto  agree  to  abide  by  and 
comply  with  any  decision  or  award  of  the  ar- 
bitrators or  a  majority  of  them  and  hereby 
consent  that  any  such  decision  or  award 
shall  be  enforceable  in  or  by  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  pursuant  to  the  law 
of  such  jurisdiction  now  or  hereafter  in  force. 

Each  of  the  parties  hereto  without  notice 
to  the  other  may  apply  to  any  court  having 
jurisdiction  to  make  the  agreement  to  arbi- 
trate  a   rule  or  order  of   such   court. 

Any  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with 
services  rendered  by  the  third  arbitrator  here- 
under shall  be  borne  by  the  party  against 
whom  the  decision  or  award  of  the  arbitrators 
shall  be  rendered.  If  no  decision  or  award 
is  rendered,  then  such  expenses  shall  be  borne 
equally  by  the  Exhibitor  and  Distributor. 


MPTOA  to  Press  Distribs. 

for  Concessions  Stand 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cided  at  the  board  of  director's  meet- 
ing in  White  Sulphur  Springs  last 
week. 

Believing  that  if  the  distributors 
individually  would  make  concessions 
along  the  lines  of  those  embodied 
in  the  proposed  Trade  Practice  Code, 
the  agitation  for  the  passage  of  the 
Neely  Bill  would  be  lessened.  First 
step  towards  the  goal  is  expected 
to  be  conferences  beween  MPTOA 
executives  and  major  company  sales 
managers, 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

MPTOA  in  Spotlight 

===      By  L.  H.  MITCHELL      = 


DOMESTIC 

MPTOA:  Meeting  of  board  at 
White  Sulphur  Springs  tackled 
broad  industry  program:  urged 
speakers'  bureaus  to  fight  attacks 
en  the  industry;  urged  Neutrality 
Act  amendment  exempting  ship- 
ments of  films  (which  Majority 
Leader  Barkley  later  declared  un- 
necessary); moved  to  rally  exhibs. 
against  Neely's  anti-block-booking 
bill;  proposed  a  probe  of  war's 
effects  on  pictures:  took  as  its  goal 
solution  of  four  pressing  industry 
problems;  and  was  told  by  Wm.  F. 
Rodgers  that  eventually  a  Trade 
Practice  Code  would  arrive. 
*         *         * 

Varied  Fronts:  In  Washington  a 
divorcement  amendment  to  the  Neely 
bill  was  foreseen  .  .  .  ATO  of  In- 
diana unanimously  opposed  film  tsars 
in  radio  .  .  .  Gov't  railway  suit  de- 
cision was  seen  as  determining 
v/hether  or  not  pictures  can  adopt  a 
Code  .  .  .  "U"  okayed  arbitration 
in  its  contracts  but  was  cool  to 
cancellation  .  .  .  Conferences  are 
better  than  a  Code,  Abram  F.  Myers 
told  West  Pa.  MPTO  .  .  .  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole  linked  Texas's  building  boom  to 
Gov't's  New  York  equity  suit  .  .  . 
FCC  was  expected  to  recommend  a 
limited  commercial  tele  policy  as 
concentrated  tele  schedule  shaped 
up  .  .  .  Receivership  suit  was  filed 
against  GN,  but  latter's  success  in 
getting  RFC  loan  of  $450,000  plus 
$150,000  from  Erpi  was  expected  to 
lead  to  dismissal  of  suit  and  of  re- 
ceiver named  .  .  .  Mono,  announced 
boosting  of  budgets  on  11  pix  in  a 
drive  for  first-runs  .  .  .  WB  reported 
shaping  plans  for  a  splurge  in  legit, 
show  production  .  .  .  Wall  St.  fore- 
cast amusement  stocks  would  con- 
tinue upswing  .  .  Dr.  A.  H  Giannini 
foresaw  war  failing  to  cut  1940-41 
production 


FOREIGN 

Europe :  Compromise  proposals 
were  put  before  the  British  Gov't 
anent  its  proposed  reduction  of  U.  S. 
mx  imports  from  500  to  125  .  . 
Italian-  Gov't  will  increase  its  finan- 
cing of  pix  production  to  bolster  its 
export  market. 

*         *         * 

Canada:  John  Greierson  was  ap- 
pointed the  Dominion's  Film  Com- 
missioner. 


"On  Dress  Parade"  May 

Stay  3  at  N.  Y.  Strand 

Warners'  "On  Dress  Parade,"  with 
the  Dead  End  Kids,  on  the  basis  of 
its  opening  draw  at  the  New  York 
Strand,  will  go  at  least  two  and 
possibly  three  weeks,  it  was  said  at 
the  week-end.  Pix  is  in  for  a  pre- 
release run;  goes  out  Nov.  18.  War- 
ners started  the  film  with  a  large 
newspaper  ad   campaign. 
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Serve  Revamped  Interrogatories  in  Florida  Trust  Suit 

NEUTRALITY  ACT  PUTS  FHJ  LOSS  UP  TO  jXPORTERS 

Warner-Skouras  Breach  Healed;  Product  Deal  Closed 


Confidence 

.  .  need  of  today 

-By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN    = 


!N  A  less  hectic  day,  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  these  United  States 
observed  that  what  this  country 
needed  was  a  good,  five  cent  cigar. 

By  the  same  token,  in  this  year 
of  grace,  1939,  what  this  industry 
needs,  and  perhaps  more  urgently, 
is  confidence. 

And  it  wouldn't  be  exactly  a  bad 
idea  were  the  word  to  be  spelled 
in  caps,  thus  CONFIDENCE. 


ADMITTEDLY,  what  is  being  de- 
scribed as  World  War  II  pre- 
sents troublesome  problems.  Again 
admittedly,  there  is  reason  enough 
for  some  uncertainty  as  the  indus- 
try awaits  clarification  of  the 
foreign  market  situation.  But  un- 
certainty is  one  thing  .  .  .  and 
confidence,  or  the  lack  of  it,  is 
another.     Distinctly  so. 

Crepe-hanging,  whether  on  the 
part  of  production,  distribution  or 
exhibition,  is  bad  business  for 
reasons  that  must  be,  or  at  any  rate 
should  be,  wholly  obvious.  This  is 
a  selling  business,  and  selling  de- 
mands enthusiasm  and  that  in  quan- 
tity. 

o 

UNLESS  the  studio  is  pepped  up 
over  a  picture,  the  distribu- 
tion arm  won't  be  overly  inspired. 
And  where  is  the  exhibitor  who  is 
disposed  to  go  to  town  for  a  picture 
which  the  distributor  dismisses 
casually?  Which  is  just  one  way  of 
saying  that  unless  the  distributor 
has  confidence  in  a  picture — and 
manifests  it  by  thorough  selling — 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Pact    Covers    204    Theaters; 

Last  of  Warner  Major 

Circuit  Deals 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Warners  -  Skouras 
breach  became  a  thing  of  the  past 
here  yesterday  when  the  former  con- 
cluded negotiations  with  Fox  West 
Coast  Theaters  on  a  deal  which 
sends  Warner-First  National  product 
into  the  circuit's  204  theaters. 

Deal  was  closed  by  Charles  Skou- 
ras,  representing-  Fox   West   Coast, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


TRI-STATES  'COERCED' 
REALTY  FIRM,  CHARGE 


Omaha — Ralph  D.  Goldberg,  cir- 
cuit owner,  charged  "coercion" 
against  Tri-States  Theater  Corp.  of 
Des  Moines,  operators  of  the  Or- 
pheum  and  Omaha  theaters  here,  in 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Pari-Mutuel  Amendment 
Spells  Ruin,  MPTO  Warns 

Buffalo — Passage  of  the  pari-mu- 
tuel  amendment  to  the  State  Consti- 
tution will  see  the  inauguration  of 
dog   and   race  tracks   in   five   cities. 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Speakers  to  Explain 
Neely  Bill  Opposition 

Buffalo — Moving  swiftly  to  carry  out 
the  speakers  bureau  plan  adopted  by 
the  MPTOA  directors  at  their  session  in 
White  Sulphur  Springs  last  week,  the 
MPTO  of  Western  New  York  yesterday 
took  steps  to  send  speakers  to  all  up- 
state meetings  of  women's  organiza- 
tions to  explain  industry  opposition  to 
the    Neely   bill. 

MPTO  will  meet  again  on  Nov.  13, 
with  session  being  given  over  to  dis- 
cussion of  games  night  problem  and  pos- 
sible solution. 


ASK  IA  TO  RELINQUISH 
10%  WAGE  INCREASE 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Ass'n  of  Motion 
Picture  Producers  yesterday  ap- 
pealed to  the  IATSE  voluntarily  to 
relinquish  the  recent  10  per  cent 
wage  increase  granted  it  and  "by  so 
doing    become    a    constructive    force 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

15  More  Pix  Due  from  UA; 
Fairbanks  Film  Doubtful 


With  six  seasonal  pix  already  out, 
UA  will  release  15  new  pictures 
within  the  net  few  months,  giving 
the  company  its  peak  program  ac- 
cording to  Murray  Silverstone,  head 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Johnson  Amendment  Exempts 
Gov't  from  Loss  in  Ship- 
ments to  Belligerents 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — American  distribu- 
tors exporting  films  to  the  belliger- 
ents must  stand  any  losses  incurred 
through  seizure  or  destruction  of 
negatives  and  prints  if  the  House, 
which  starts  debate  today,  accepts 
one  of  two  Johnson  amendments  to 
the  Neutrality  Act. 

The  other  amendment  exempts 
copyright  articles  and  materials  in- 
cluding films,  from  the  Act's  cash 
and  carry  provisions  and  provides 
for  the  retention  of  title  with  the 
American  owners.  Effect  is  to  con- 
tinue the  present  leasing  practice  of 
the  industry  without  resort  to  legal 
subterfuge. 

The  amendment  which  places  the 
burden  of  loss  upon  the  distributor 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

mayomHstalk 
eastern  production 


Redrafted  Interrogatories  Served  on 
Eight  Majors  in  Florida  Trust  Suit 


Expect  GN's  RFC  Loan 

To  Be  Received  in  10  Days 

With  the  $450,000  loan  approved, 
Grand  National  expects  to  receive 
the  RFC  money  within  a  week  or  10 
days.  Preparations  for  the  money 
and  plans  for  future  operation  were 
delved  into  yesterday  at  a  meeting 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Miami — Following  a  recent  rul- 
ing by  Judge  John  W.  Holland  in 
federal  district  court,  Henry  K.  Gib- 
son, attorney  for  Washington  Oper- 
ating Co.  in  its  anti-trust  suit 
against  Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc., 
and  Wometco  on  Saturday  served 
redrafted  interrogatories  on  the 
eight   majors. 

The  original  interrogatories — 20 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Indicating  the  keen  interest  of 
Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuardia  in  Eastern 
production  plans  as  outlined  by 
union  heads  here,  he  will  hold  a  con- 
ference tomorrow  afternoon  at  the 
Summer  City  Hall  with  Sal  Scoppa, 
proponent  of  the  "10  per  cent  of  all 
production   in  the    East"   plan,    and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

UA  Stockholders  to  Meet 
Nov.  14;  Korda  to  Come 


Alexander  Korda  plans  to  attend 
the  annual  United  Artists'  stockhold- 
ers meeting  in  New  York  on  Nov. 
14,  the   home  office  announced  yes- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Irving  Trust,  Donovan 

Ask  More  RKO  Allowances 


Petitions  for  ad  interim  allow- 
ances were  filed  yesterday  in  Fed- 
eral Court  by  the  Irving  Trust  Co., 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 13         13         13       —     V4 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2l/2%)    8Vs       8  8       —     % 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    19%     19%     19%  —     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1 1/4       H/4       1  '/4     

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...    10'/4     10y4     10'/4  —     V4 

East.    Kodak    164       163       164       +  ll/2 

do  pfd 

Cen.  Th.  Eq 13V4     12V2     12%   +     Vi 

Loew's,    Inc 36y2     36%     363^  —     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    9  8%       9  

Paramount    1st    pfd..   85         85         85—1 
Paramount    2nd    pfd..    10%     10         10%   +     % 

Pathe     Film     10%     103/4     103/4—     % 

RKO     1  %       1  %       1  %     

20th   Century-Fox    ...    15         15         15      —     % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    233,4     233/4     233,4  —     '4 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 76         75         75+1 

Warner  Bros 4%       4%       43/8      

do    pfd 49        49        49       +     Y2 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3y2s46     99         99        99      —     % 
Para.     B'way    3s55...   4'»>/4     49%     49%   +      % 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47  85         85         85         

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram   Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 1  %       1  %       1  Vi     

Technicolor    14%     14%     14%—     % 

Trans-Lux     1%       1%       1%     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      2%       2%       2%  —     % 

Universal    Picts 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s   1st  '57 


■ 

PROGRESS 
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■ 

■ 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 
Conveniently  Catalogued 

■ 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

Confidence 

.  .  .  need  of  today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  exhib.  will  take  his  cue  accord- 
ingly. 

Call  that  elementary,  even 
bromidic,  if  you  will,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  it  stands  repetition  in 
a  trade  which  is  prone  to  forget. 

Vaudeville  Out  at  Audubon; 
Stage  Shows  in  Union  City 

While  the  Brandt  circuit  plans  to 
drop  vaudeville  from  the  Audubon 
Theater  at  the  end  of  this  week,  the 
Rosenblatt-Welt  Circuit  will  add 
stage  shows  at  its  Colony  Theater, 
Union  City,  N.  J.  The  Colony  has 
been  playing  vaudeville  on  the  week- 
ends, but  under  the  new  policy  the 
house  will  offer  "flesh"  seven  days 
a  week  on  a  split-week  basis.  Henry 
Armetta  headlines  the  first  show. 

The  Brandts  will  continue  with 
their  vaudeville  policy  in  the  Flat- 
bush,  Windsor  and  Carleton  where 
reception  to  the  stage  shows  has 
been  more  favorable  than  at  the 
Audubon. 


Committees  Appointed 

for  Carolinas  Convention 


Charlotte,  N.  C. — Committees  for 
the  December  convention  of  the 
TO  of  N  and  S.  C.  have  been  named 
as  follows:  Program,  F.  H.  Bedding- 
field,  Charlotte,  chairman;  Roy  L. 
Smart,  Charlotte  and  Ben  L.  Strozi- 
er,  Rock  Hill,  S.  C;  Resolutions, 
Montgomery  S.  Hill,  chairman, 
Greensboro,  Roy  Rowe,  Burgaw, 
George  Parr,  Lancaster,  S.  C,  Al- 
bert Sotile,  Charleston,  S.  C;  Recep- 
tion, Mrs.  Runa  Curtis,  Liberty,  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Albrecht,  Newberry,  S.  C.  and 
Mrs.  H.  T.  Green,  Manning,  S.  C; 
Publicity,  Robert  E.  Bryant,  Rock 
Hill,  S.  C,  chairman;  H.  E.  Buchan- 
an, Hendersonville,  and  E.  L.  Hearne, 
Albemarle;  Membership,  H.  R. 
Berry,  Hartsville,  S.  C,  chairman; 
O.  I.  Kirby,  Roxboro,  S.  S.  Steven- 
son Henderson,  George  Carpenter, 
Valdese. 


Warners  Ready  With  Pix 

for  Release  Into  March 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  With  18  features 
ready  for  distribution,  Warners  has 
established  a  new  record  for  pictures 
ready  in  advance  of  their  national 
release  dates,  states  Hal  B.  Wallis, 
executive  producer.  Pictures  rep- 
resent releases  well  into  March. 


Revise  "He!!':  Angels" 

to  be  Ready  About  Jan.  1 

Bob  Savini  left  last  night  for  the 
Coast  where  he  will  assist  in  the 
revising  of  "Hell's  Angels"  in  or- 
der to  bring  the  picture  up-to-date. 
The  revamped  version  will  be  re- 
leased about  Jan.  1,  but  distribu- 
tion has  not  yet  been  determined. 


Alice  Brady  Rites  Held; 

Is  Interred  in  Tarrytown 

Following  private  funeral  ser- 
vices yesterday,  Alice  Brady,  47,  one 
of  the  screen's  most  prominent  ac- 
tresses, was  buried  yesterday  in 
Sleepy  Hollow  Cemetery,  Tarry- 
town. 

Death  came  to  Miss  Brady  late 
Saturday  night  at  the  Leroy  Sani- 
tarium, 40  East  61st  St.,  following 
a  long  illness. 

Surviving  are  her  father,  William 
A.  Brady,  and  her  son,  Donald 
Crane. 

During  her  distinguished  film 
career,  which  commenced  in  1914, 
she  appeared  in  a  long  list  of  Holly- 
wood productions,  the  last  of  which 
was  RKO  Radio's  "Young  Mr.  Lin- 
coln." 


Radio  Programs  to  Plug 

"Wizard  of  Oz"  in  S.  A. 

Special   half-hour  radio  programs 
in  >'i  and  Portuguese  on  "The 

Wizard  of  Oz"  will  be  broadcast  to 
South  America  on  Nov.  16  by  M-G- 
M  from  Genreal  Electiic"s  <!!o:t- 
wave  stations  in  Schenectady.  The 
picture  opens  the  next  day  in  Bue- 
nos Aires  and  Rio  de  Janeiro. 


Form    New   Law   Firm 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollvwood  —  A.  Ronald  Button, 
Herbert  T.  Silverberg  and  J.  G. 
Moser  announce  their  partnership 
for  the  general  practice  of  law 
under  the  firm  name  of  Button,  Sil- 
verberg &  Moser,  with  offices  at 
6331  Hollywood  Boulevard.  Firm 
will  practice  in  California,  Nevada, 
New  York  and  U.  S.  District  and 
Supreme  Courts  and  Board  of  Tax 
Appeals. 


cominG  flnD  gong 


NED  E.  DEPINET  has  returned  from  the  Coast 
and   the   Pittsburgh   Variety   Club   banquet. 

CARL  LESERMAN,  assistant  to  Gradwell  Sears, 
Warner  sales  head,  arrives  here  Thursday  from 
San    Francisco. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINCER  left  for  Bos^J,  last 
night,    returning    here   Thursday.  W 

BARRET  McCORMICK,  RKO  ad.  and  pub. 
chieftain,   has  returned   from  studio  conferences. 

H.  M.  RICHEY  returned  yesterday  from  Pitts- 
burgh. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Western  and  Southern 
sales  manager  for  Warners,  has  returned  from 
a    business   trip   to   the   Midwest. 

GEORGE  WEEKS,  Monogam  sales  manager, 
has  returned  from  an  extensive  trip  to  the 
company    branches. 

BOB  SAVINI,  president  of  Astor  Pictures, 
left   last   night   for  Hollywood. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  is  expected  here  within 
the   next  two   weeks. 

HERMAN  SCHLOM,  producer,  and  his  wife 
are    spending   a   vacation    in   Cleveland. 

LOUIS  OLSHAN,  Columbia  cashier  at  the  Al- 
bany exchange,  and  his  bride,  have  returned 
there  after  a   honeymoon  trip. 

WALTER  CONNOLLY  is  visiting  his  family 
in   Cincinnati. 

LUISE   RAINER   is  stopping  at  the  Waldorf. 

LOUIS  POLLACK,  Eastern  director  of  adver- 
tising and  publicity'  for  "U,"  is  vacationing  in 
Maimi. 

RALPH  BYRD  arrives  here  today  from  the 
Coast    and   Washington    for   a    vacation. 

W.  A.  CRAEPER,  Portland  exhib.,  and  MRS. 
LOUIS  J.  FINSKE,  wife  of  a  district  managei 
of  the  J.  H.  Cooper  circuit,  were  visitors  last 
week   at  the   Paramount  home   office. 

FRANK   CAPRA  has   returned   to   the  Coast. 

ANATOLE  LITVAK  returned  to  the  Coast  at 
the  week-end   by  plane. 

EDWARD  DMYTRYK,  Paramount  director,  is 
here    for    a    vacation. 

LANA  TURNER  is  expected  here  the  latter 
part   of   the   week. 


Report  Stahl  to  Pool 

Theaters  With   Fabian 


Finney  Weds  Betty  Bourke 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Edward  F.  Finney, 
the  producer,  and  Betty  Bourke, 
formerly  an  animator  at  the  Leon 
Schlesinger  Studios,  were  married 
Saturday,  at  the  old  Mission  at 
Santa  Barbara,  with  Father  James 
officiating.  Russ  Bell  was  best  man, 
and  Marian  Findlay,  the  bridesmaid. 
The  newlyweds  will  make  their  home 
in  Hollywood. 


Form   Law  Partnership 

Milton  Diamond,  Benjamin  J.  Ra- 
bin, former  chairman  of  the  N.  Y. 
State  Mortgage  Commission;  Ber- 
nard J.  Botein,  David  Mackay  and 
Samuel  Yamin  announce  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  law  partnership,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Diamond,  Ra- 
bin, Botein  &  MacKay,  with  offices 
at  598  Madison  Ave. 


O'Donnell  In  Judell  Post 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Ben  Judell,  of  Pro- 
ducers Pictures  Corporation,  has  ap- 
pointed Joseph  O'Donnell  story  edi- 
tor of  his  three  Prescott,  Ariz.,  units, 
starring  Bobby  Clark,  13-year-old 
World's  Champion  Cowboy;  Tim  Mc- 
Coy and  George  Houston,  who  will 
appear  in  eight  pictures  each. 


Murray  Stahl,  who  operates  three 
theaters  in  New  Jersey,  is  reported 
to  be  pooling  his  houses  with  the 
Si  Fabian  circuit.  Stahl,  it  is  said, 
will  take  over  an  executive  post  in 
the  Fabian  organization. 

Houses  involved  in  the  pool  are 
Rivoli,  Rutherford;  Regent,  Kear- 
ney, and  Rex,  E.  Rutherford. 


Wright  on  Griffith  Case 

Chicago — Robert  L.  Wright,  Spe- 
cial Assistant  Attorney  General  has 
returned  to  Washington  to  work  on 
the  Griffith  anti-trust  suit  in  Okla- 
homa. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George  Abbott  presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

with  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA  STONE       •       TEDDY   HART 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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WB-SKOURAS  DEAL 
FOR  PRODUCT  CLOSED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Carl  Leserman.  Arrangements 
cover  complete  Warner  program. 

■^WC  was  the  last  unit  of  Na- 
tk  ty  Theaters  to  close  for  Warner 
product,  all  other  units  having  signed 
up  before  Leserman's  arrival  here. 
His  last  stop  en  route  here  was  in 
Denver  where  he  closed  a  deal  with 
F.  H.  Ricketson  of  Fox  Intermoun- 
tain. 

Leserman  flew  to  San  Francisco 
and  is  due  back  in  New  York  Thurs- 
day. 

With  closing  of  the  Fox  West 
Coast  deal,  Warners  has  sold  coun- 
try's leading  circuits  virtually  100 
per  cent. 


While  the  Warners-Skouras  con- 
troversy was  raging,  the  distribu- 
tor sold  away  from  FWC  in  the 
West,  product  going  to  indies. 


15  More  Pix  Due  from  UA; 
Fairbanks  Film  Doubtful 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  firm's  world-wide  operations. 

(It  is  reported  reliably  that  Doug- 
las Fairbanks  may  shelve  his  an- 
nounced plan  to  make  one  picture 
for  the  current  season  program.) 

Of  the  15  new  productions,  two 
have  been  completed,  four  are  being 
edited,  four  are  before  the  cameras 
and  five  are  in  preparation. 

Ready  for  immediate  release  are 
"The  Housekeeper's  Daughter,"  and 
"Over   the   Moon." 

"Thief  of  Bagdad,"  "Raffles," 
"City  for  Sale"  and  "Of  Mice  and 
Men"  are  in  the  editing  stages,  while 
these  in  production  include  Charles 
Chaplin's  forthcoming  picture,  "Re- 
becca," "House  Across  the  Street" 
and  "My  Son,  My  Son." 

In  preparation  are  "Our  Town," 
"My  Personal  Life,"  "1,000,000  B.C.," 
"Kit  Carson"  and  "Three  Cheers 
for  Miss  Bishop." 


"Tears"  Beats  Blackout 

In  its  first  five-days  at  London's 
Carlton  theater,  Para.'s  British- 
made  pix,  "French  Without  Tears" 
played  to  20,000  despite  the  black- 
out conditions,  a  cable  to  Prexy  Bar- 
ney Balaban  advised  yesterday. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM     DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

OCTOBER   31 

Lawrence  Grant 
Albert  D.  Levin 


ALCNG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     NOT  since  Mrs.   O'Leary's   bovine  got  off   that  quick  kick 

scoring  an  upset  to  a  lantern  and  subsequently  to  Chicago 

which  was  caught  napping  and  literally  burned  up  as  the  result  of  the 

maneuver has  the  genus  Cow  been  in  good  graces  in  the  Windy 

City  and  its  environs Some  say  that  the  annual  annihilation  of  cat- 
tle in  the  stockyards  there is  a  symbol  of  revenge and  that 

even  the  hesitant  kicking  of  the  present  University  of  Chicago  gridiron 

warriors  can  be  traced  to  the  awful  memory of  the  O'Leary  bovine's 

regrettable  boot 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     A  FEW  years  ago  the  anti-cow  attitude  was  improving 

but  along  came  20th-Fox  with  "In  Old  Chicago" and 

with  it  came  more  adverse  publicity  for  the  cow  family for 

there  was  a  dramatic  and  vivid  portrayal  of  the  lamp-punting  epi- 
sode  which  prevented  Chicagoans  and  their  neighbors  from 

allowing  a  sleeping  cow  lie But  currently  things  are  looking 

brighter  for  at  least  an  armistice  twixt  man  and  cow  in  the  Windy 
City  Zone as  the  Warner  boys  out  there  recently  began  glori- 
fying the  bovine by  staging  a  Cow  Milking  Contest  on  the 

stage  of  the  Parthenon  Theater  in  Hammond just  over  the 

border  in  Indiana 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     SLX  cows  and  a  calf,  all  properly  chaperoned  by  the  Pure 

Milk   Association    of   Chicago made   personal    appearances   (along 

with  udders) In  fact  six  lady  contestants   were  discreetly  chosen 

from  surrounding  towns  to  do  the  milking and  vie  for  the  coveted 

title.  "Dairy  Queen  of  the  Calumet  Region" The  entire  cost  to  the 

theater  was  only  $20 but  this  looked  big  to  a  mercenary  old  cow 

who  peered  at  the  pail  full  of  milk  underneath ....  and  said  to  Harry 
Mintz,  theater's  manager: "You  can't  exactly  call  that  a  give- 
away"   

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     'TWILL  have  an  international  flavor that  Ampa 

luncheon  meeting  on  Thursday  in  Stouffer's On-the-Avenue 

"What  Is  Wrong  With  American  Methods  in  Latin  America?" 

will  be  hashed  over  by  guest  speakers Rafael  Fonseca,  Vene- 
zuelan   exhib.;    Felipe    Mir,    Mexican    producer-distrib and 

Roberto  Socas,  South  American  journalist  and  former  pix  critic 

so  a  big  turnout  is  expected.  ...     •  Also  on  Thursday  at 

6:30  p.m.  a  plaque  commemorating  the  10th  Anniversary  of  the 

Embassy  Newsreel  Theater will  be  unveiled  in  the  theater's 

lobby before  a  distinguished  audience  which  will  attend  the 

anniversary  show highlighted  by  special  films  furnished  by 

Fox  Movietone  News 

T  T  T 

•      •      •     FAN   and   general  mags   have  been   set   by   RKO   Radio's 

publicity  forces to  carry  a  bevy  of  stories  and  illustrations  on  "The 

Hunchback    of   Notre   Dame" Ammunition    has   been    placed    with 

Life,  Pic,  Look  and  Collier's plus  leading  screen  sheets.  .  .  •  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  is  supplying  a  slick  special  Thanksgiving  trailer 

which  is  both  a  greeting  from  Mr.  Exhib.  to  his  patrons and 

a    tribute    to    the    holiday    itself Copy    is    brief    and    splendidly 

handled.  .  .     •   Conveying  some  idea  of  the   magnitude  of  the   Third 

Annual  Medical  Fund  Benefit to  be  tendered  by  Musicians  Union 

Local  802  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden  on  the  night  of  Nov.  27 is  the 

announcement  that  dancing  which  follows  the  gala  scheduled  concert 

will  be  to  the  strains  of  35  name  bands working  alternately 

during  the  affair.  .  . 


TRI-STATES  'COERCED' 
REALTY  FIRM,  CHARGE 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  latter's  attempt  to  keep  Goldberg 
from  opening  the  State  theater. 

Tri-States  had  filed  a  suit  in  Fed- 
eral Court  askine  for  a  restraining 
order  against  Goldberg:  to  keep  him 
from  opening  the  State,  dark  for 
many  years.  State,  Omaha  and  Or- 
pheum  are  within  three  blocks  of 
each  other  in  main  business  sector. 

Tri-States  had  maintained  that 
World  Realty  Co.,  which  holds  99- 
year  leases  on  the  Omaha  and  State, 
agreed  in  1934,  when  subletting  the 
Omaha  to  Tri-States.  to  keep  the 
State  dark  during-  that  period.  Gold- 
berg- says  the  realty  firm  was  "coer- 
ced" into  the  agreement. 

Goldberg  accused  Tri-States  of 
threatening  to  build  theaters  to  com- 
pete with  several  suburban  indies 
"unless  thev  go  out  of  business  or 
sell  to  Tri-States"  as  the  World 
Rpaltv  Co.  was  forced  to  sell  the 
World  (now  Omaha)  to  Tri-States." 

Golrlherg  contends  Tri-States  errs 
in  saying  that  downtown  sector  is 
overseated  and  he  also  declares  Tri- 
States  is  trying  to  maintain  a  mo- 
nonolv  of  first-run  houses  in  Omaha. 

Goldberg's  answer  admits,  as  he 
nreviouslv  told  Film  Daily,  that 
"somebody"  will  open  the  State  soon, 
but  he  says  it  won't  be  a  Goldberg 
enterprise. 


UA  Stockholders  to  Meet 
Nov.  14;  Korda  to  Come 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

terday.  However,  because  of  cur- 
rent censorship  in  England,  neither 
the  date  of  his  departure  nor  the 
ship  on  which  he  is  to  sail  is  known. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Detroit — William  A.  Cassidy,  of 
Midland,  Michigan  circuit  owner, 
has  left  on  a  trip  to  California,  fol- 
lowing his  marriage  at  Father 
Charles  E.  Coughlin's  Shrine  of  the 
Little  Flower  to  Dolores  Bloesing 
of  Detroit.  John  Howard,  Para- 
mount branch  manager,  was  best 
man.    The  pair  will  return  Jan.  1. 

Milwaukee  —  Lloyd  M.  Kenyon, 
manager  of  the  Parwway  theater, 
Greenwood,  was  married  here  to 
Miss  Geraldine  Buzzell. 


Cincinnati — Ed  Burkart,  20th-Fox 
representative,  will  marry  Ann 
Ollinger  of  20th-Fox  office  personel 
Nov.  25. 

Cincinnati — Allen  Shapiro  of  War- 
ners and  Florence  Handy  of  United 
Artists,  Cleveland,  eloped  to  Cincin- 
nati Oct.  28. 


Delavan,     Wis.  —  Donn     Borrer, 
i  manager    of    the    Delavan    theater, 
j  was    married    in    Dubuque,    la.,    to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Swift. 
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Thanksgiving,  Nov.  23 

BETTE  DAVIS 
ERROLFLYNN 

"The  Private  Lives  or 

ELIZABETH  and  ESSEX" 

In  Tecnnicolor 

wit}, 

Olivia  de  Havilland 

DONALD    CRISP    •    VINCENT    PRICE 

ALAN    HALE    •   HENRY    STEPHENSON 

Directed  Ly  MICHAEL  CURTIZ 

Screen  Play  Ly  Norman  Reilly  Raine  6  Aeneas 

MacKcnzie  >Ba«edon  tneStagePlaykyMaiwell 

Anderson    •  Produced  ay  Tneatre  Guild,  Inc. 

Mu.ic  ty    Erich    Wolfgang    Korngold 

A  Warner  Bros.— First  National   Pictu 


JACK  L  WARNER 

In  Charge  of  Production 


HAL  B.  WALLIS 

Executive  Producer 


FOR  BOTH  THAI 
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Thanksgiving,  Nov.  30 

PAUL  MUNI 
"WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE" 

By   tke   Author  of  "Mr.  Chips* 

JANE   BRYAN   •  Flora  RoLson 
UNA  O'CONNOR  •  RAYMOND  SEVERN 

Directed  Ly  EDMUND  GOULDING  •  Screen 
Play  ky  James  Hilton  is  Milton  Krim.  ■  From 
tlie  Novel  by  James  Hilton  •  Music  by  Max 
Steiner  •  A  Warner   Bros. -FirstNat'I    Picture 
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THANK  SQUARE-SHOOTING  WARNER  BROS. 
t  GIVING  YOU  BOTH  THESE  SENSATIONAL  ATTRACTIONS 
VING  PLAYDATES!  WHAT  A  PRODUCT  STORY  IT  TELLS! 
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PUTS  FILM  LOSS 
UP  TO  EXPORTERS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
provides  that  in  event  of  such  loss 
in  connection  with  exportation  or 
transportation,  it  shall  not  be  made 
the  basis  of  any  claim  put  forward 
by  the  Government. 

While  the  exemption  amendment 
is  general  in  its  terminology,  it  is 
said  that  its  application  will  be 
argely  restricted  to  films  and  mu- 
sical compositions.  Books,  periodi- 
cals and  other  copyright  works  which 
are  sold  rather  than  leased  will  not 
have  the  exemption's  benefits,  it  is 
pointed  out. 


REVIEWS  Of  Mm   FILmS  MM,  UNIONS  TALK 

EASTERN  PRODUCTION 


Expect  GN's  RFC  Loan 

to  be  Received  in  10  Days 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of    the    company    executive    officers. 
Meanwhile,  until  the  money  is  de- 
posited, approximately  22  employes 
will  be  laid  off  for  two  weeks. 


Chi.  B  &  K  Employes  Club 
Elects  A.  M.  Eisner  Prexy 

Chicago— A.  M.  Eisner,  Pantheon 
theater,  was  elected  president  of 
the  Balaban  &  Katz  Employes 
Club.  W.  T.  Methe,  Tower  theater 
was  named  first  vice-president,  in 
charge  of  welfare,  Charles  Cottle, 
Marbro  theater,  second  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  entertainment, 
and  Hugh  McGinnis,  State  theater, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  athletics. 
Joseph  Kearns  of  the  Home  Office, 
was  elected  treasurer  and  Melvin 
Rainey,   secretary. 

Directors  named  were:  Al  Wald- 
man,  Chicago  theater;  A.  L.  Leon- 
ard, Cornet  theater,  Evanston;  James 
Ellis,  Crystal  theater;  Roland 
Schwartz,  Tivoli '  theater;  Dean 
Jones,  Paradise  theater. 

Roy  McMullen,  Granada  theater, 
retiring  president,  will  hold  a  re- 
ception and  dinner  at  the  Palmer 
House  tonight. 


Equity-SAG  Pact  Operative 

New  agreement  between  Equity 
and  the  SAG  whereby  the  Guild 
will  no  longer  make  payments  to 
Equity  for  dues  of  the  latter's  mem- 
bership working  in  the  film  field  be- 
comes effective  tomorrow.  The  old 
agreement  existed  since  1934.  Under 
new  pact  all  Equity  members  work- 
ing in  pictures  are  covered  by  the 
interchangeability  plan  recently  per- 
fected by  the  AAAA. 


"The  Cat  and  the 
Canary" 

with   Bob   Hope  and   Paulette  Goddard 

Paramount  72  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD   PREVIEW) 

MYSTERY     COMEDY     LOADED     WITH 

LAUoHS  SHOULD  PROVE  HEALTHY.  BOX- 

OFUCE  TONIC. 

This  newest  picturization  of  John  Wil- 
lard's  mystery  comedy  is  loaded  with 
laughs  and  should  prove  a  healthy  tonic 
for  weak  box-offices.  Elliott  Nugent's 
direction  has  provided  a  fast  tempo  and 
there  is  never  a  dull  moment.  To  Arthur 
Hornblow,  Jr.,  goes  much  credit  as  the 
producer.  Bob  Hope  has  a  field  day  as 
one  of  the  principals,  who,  although  usual- 
ly frightened  does  manage  to  be  of  much 
help  to  the  heroine,  Paulette  Goddard. 
Paulette  does  fine  work  as  the  person 
named  as  the  sole  heir  of  a  valuable 
estate,  who  becomes  the  target  of  others 
who  also  have  claims  on  it.  Nydia  West- 
man  and  Elizabeth  Patterson  aid  in  the 
comedy,  while  Gale  Sondergaard,  John  Beal, 
George  Zucco,  Douglass  Montgomery  and 
John  Wray  are  used  to  stress  the  mystery 
elements.  Walter  DeLeon  and  Lynn  Starl- 
ing who  supplied  an  amusing  screenplay, 
also  fashioned  some  clever  dialogue.  Dr. 
Ernst  Toch's  musical  score  is  very  helpful 
in  creating  effects  of  eeriness  and  fear. 
Ten  years  after  the  death  of  millionaire 
Norman,  several  relatives  come  to  his 
lonely  house  in  the  Bayau  district  near 
New  Orleans  to  hear  his  will  read  by  his 
attorney,  George  Zucco.  His  awesome 
housekeeper,  Gale  Sondergaard,  believes 
in  spirits  and  predicts  there  will  be  a  death 
before  the  night  is  over.  Zucco  is  the 
first  to  be  slain.  Matters  are  further 
enlivened  when  both  Hope  and  Paulette  are 
attacked.  Another  who  adds  to  the  mys- 
tery is  Ray,  an  attendant  at  a  nearby 
insane  asylum,  who  claims  he  is  searching 
for  an  escaped  maniac.  In  the  end,  ot 
course,  "The  Cat,"  is  caught,  but  fans 
are  asked  not  to  disclose  the  identity  to 
fans  who  have  not  as  yet  seen  the  picture. 
CAST:  Bob  Hope,  Paulette  Goddard, 
John  Beal,  Douglass  Montgomery,  Gale  Son 
dergaard,  Elizabeth  Patterson,  Nydia  West 
man,  George  Zucco,  John  Wray,  George 
Regas. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Arthur  Hornblow, 
Jr.;  Director,  Elliott  Nugent;  Based  on 
stage  play  by  John  Willard;  Screenplay, 
Walter  DeLeon,  Lynn  Starling;  Camera 
man,  Charles  Lang;  Art  Directors,  Hans 
Dreier,  Robert  Usher;  Editor,  Archie  Mar- 
shek;  Musical  Score,  Dr.  Ernst  Toch;  Mus 
ical  Advisor,  Andrea  Setaro;  Sound,  Philip 
Wisdom   and   Richard  Olson. 

DIRECTION,       Fast.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Mrs.  Gorrell,  Crash  Victim 

Indianapolis  —  Virginia  Gorrell, 
wife  of  Vernon  Gorrell,  operator  of 
the  Isis  Theater,  Winnamac,  is  con- 
fined to  the  Holy  Family  Hospital 
at  LaPorte,  Ind.,  with  a  broken  verte- 
bra as  the  result  of  an  auto  acci- 
dent. 


Cook  Held,  But  Vaude  Going 

Chicago— Although  the  RKO  Pal- 
ace is  holding  over  Joe  Cook  this 
week,  vaude  policy  is  expected  to 
bow  out  at  the  week-end. 


"Little  Accident" 

with    Hugh    Herbert    and    Baby    Sandy 

Universal  65   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD   PREVIEW) 

LIVELY  COMEDY  WITH  BABY  SANDY 
STEALING  1HE  SHOW  SHOULD  DE- 
LIGHT FAMILY  TRADE. 

A  lively  comedy  starring  Hugh  Herbert 
with  Baby  Sandy,  who  abandons  the  baby 
boy  rotes  to  be  her  own  feminine  self. 
Charles  Lamont,  director  and  producer,  has 
handled  the  comedy  situations  nicely,  cen- 
tering his  attention  on  the  Baby  who  steals 
the  show  with  her  cute  little  smile  and 
"What's  it  all  About"  mannerisms.  Hugh 
Herbert  gives  a  convincing  performance  as 
the  whimsical  newspaper  editor  who 
writes  under  the  fictitious  name  of  Mrs. 
Teedsley  on  the  care  of  babies.  Among 
the  principals  who  turn  in  capable  per- 
formances are  Florence  Rice  and  Richard 
Carlson,  who  handle  the  romantic  interest, 
while  Fritz  Feld,  Ernest  Truex,  Edgar  Ken- 
nedy, Joy  Hodges  and  Etienne  Girardot  do 
well  in  supporting  roles.  Jack  Otterson 
has  supplied  effective  art  settings,  and  the 
photography  by  Milton  Krasner  is  high- 
class.  A  tew  slapstick  sequences  are  in- 
jected with  a  chase  to  rescue  Baby  Sandy 
who  has  been  picked  up  in  a  bag  of  laun- 
dry when  she  falls  down  a  chute.  Baby 
Sandy  is  abandoned  in  the  office  of  Hugh 
Herbert  by  Ernest  Truex,  her  irresponsible 
father.  Collings  (Charles  D.  Brown),  Her- 
bert's boss,  believing  the  baby  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Herbert,  suggests  enter- 
ing her  in  a  perfect  baby  contest.  Her- 
bert persuades  his  daughter,  Florence  to 
act  as  the  baby's  mother,  and  Richard 
whom  he  met  on  the  Street,  to  be  the 
baby's  father.  To  save  Herbert  from  losing 
his  job,  they  agree  to  pose  as  the  parents 
of  the  baby.  Sandy  wins  the  contest  and 
Richard's  parents  believing  that  Richard 
is  the  father,  and  to  avoid  a  scandal,  go 
to  Florence  and  beg  her  to  marry  their  son. 
Joy  Hodges,  ambitious  society  girl,  has 
her  heart  set  on  marrying  Richard  and 
tries  to  prove  to  the  press  that  Truex 
is  the  real  father  of  the  baby.  In  the 
end  Florence  and  Richard  announce  their 
plans  to  be  married,  with  Sandy  serving 
as  maid  of  honor  at  the  wedding  of  her 
own  "parents."  Paul  Yawitz  and  Eve 
Greene  wrote  the  original  screenplay  de- 
veloped from  the  play  by  Floyd  Dell  and 
Thomas    Mitchell. 

CAST:  Hugh  Herbert,  Baby  Sandy,  Flor- 
ence Rice,  Richard  Carlson,  Ernest  Truex, 
Joy  Hodges,  Fritz  Feld,  Kathleen  Howard, 
Howard  Hickman,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Etienne 
Girardot,  Charles  D.   Brown. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Charles  Lamont; 
Director,  same;  Developed  from  the  play 
by  Floyd  Dell  and  Thomas  Mitchell;  Au- 
thors, Paul  Yawitz,  Eve  Greene;  Screen- 
play, same;  Cameraman,  Milton  Krasner, 
ASC;  Art  Director,  Jack  Otterson;  Asso- 
ciate, Charles  H.  Clarke;  Editor,  Frank 
Gross;  Musical  Director,  Charles  Previn; 
Sound,  Bernard  B.  Brown. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

other  representatives  of  unions  affil- 
iated with  the  theatrical  industry, 
it  was   learned   yesterday. 

Mayor  LaGuardia  recently  plumed 
Eastern  production  before  the  sUk'E 
convention. 

Charles  Downs,  Thomas  Murtha 
and  James  Quinn,  representing  the 
central  labor  body  and  other  unions, 
will  be  present  at  the  huddle  in  addi- 
tion to  Scoppa.  The  so-called  "Scop- 
pa  plan,"  calling  for  10  per  cent  of 
all  yearly  production  to  be  made  in 
the  East,  was  first  disclosed  by 
The  Film  Daily  some  time  ago. 
Scoppa  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  fostering  the  plan,  which 
recently  was  given  the  unqualified 
endorsement  and  support  of  the  New 
York  State  Federation  of  Labor. 


Louis  Damm  Dead 

Osgood,  Ind. — Louis  Damm,  pion- 
eer exhibitor  and  operator  of  the 
Damm  Theater  here,  died  after  a 
lingering  illness. 


Will  Hollander  III 

Chicago— Will  Hollander,  B  &  K 
advertising  chief,  is  confined  to  his 
home  with  a  bad  cold. 


Irving  Trust,  Donovan 

Ask  More  RKO  Allowances 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

as  trustee  of  RKO,  William  J.  Dono- 
van, as  attorney  for  the  Irving 
Trust,  and  Price,  Waterhouse  &  Co., 
accountants.  The  Irving  Trust  asked 
for  an  allowance  of  $65,000  for  ser- 
vices rendered  from  Nov.  1,  1938, 
through  Sept.  30,  1939,  and  Donovan 
asked  for  $75,000,  plus  $612  dis- 
bursements for  the  same  period  of 
time.  Price,  Waterhouse  requested 
$4,800  for  examination  of  RKO's 
books  and  records  for  1938  and  for 
preparing  a  consolidated  balance 
sheet. 

According  to  Irving  Trust,  peti- 
tion signed  by  A.  Christensen,  as 
vice-president,  six  previous  allow- 
ances have  been  granted  totaling 
$192,500.  Donovan's  petition  indi- 
cated that  he  had  previously  re- 
ceived six  allowances  totaling  $310,- 
000.  Donovan's  petition  scheduled 
over  5,000  hours  of  work  by  himself 
and  his  associates.  His  application 
made  clear  that  no  allowance  was 
being  sought  as  yet  for  his  services 
in  defending  RKO  in  the  Government 
anti-trust  suit. 

In  the  Irving  Trust  petition  the 
following  financial  status  of  RKO  as 
of  Sept.  30  was  made  available. 
Cash  on  hand,  $517,543,  of  which 
$200,000  was  set  aside  for  adminis- 
tration expenses.  Total  of  claims 
filed  against  the  company  was  $55,- 
512,250,  of  which  $25,079,151  was 
allowed.  The  claims  already  allowed 
fall  into  the  following  category; 
$12,718,500  of  10-year  six  per  cent 
gold  debentures;  $6,360,872  claims 
already  allowed  by  the  Court;  $4,- 
000,000  in  claims  of  Rockefeller  Cen- 
ter; and  $1,754,511  in  claims  by 
general  unsecured  creditors. 


MPA  to  Plan  Dinner 

Business  meeting  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Associates  will  be  held  at 
the  Astor  at  12:30  today  to  discuss 
plans  for  the  annual  dinner  and 
dance. 
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THIS  SHORT  SUBJECT 
STEALS  THE  SHOW! 

No  matter  what  super-colossal  feature  you  play 

—no  matter  if  youVe  got  Screeno,  Beano,  dishes 

or  diamonds— 

A  Short  Subject  will  steal  the  show  when  you 

play: 

DRUNK 
DRIVING 

THE  NEWEST  AND  MOST  POWERFUL  OF 
M-G-M'S  CRIME  DOESN'T  PAY  SERIES! 

Winner  of  the  1939  Award  presented  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Traffic  Safety  Committee,  "Drunk  Driving"  offers  1001  local 
tie-ups  for  guaranteed  action  at  the  box-office.  It's  better  and 
BIGGER  than  "Hit  and  Run  Driver"  Read  full  promo- 
tion details  in  current  issue  M-G-M  SHORTSTORY! 


THE  SCREEN'S  CREATES 

ULBIGGES 


IOMEDY  TEAM  RE-UNITED  FOR 
AUGH  SHOW  OF  THEIR  CAREERS! 


BIG  NEWS  FROM  THE  FUN  FRONT! . . . 
General  Nuisance  and  Major  Disturbance 
-swashbuckling  sons  of  the  Foreign  Legion 
—are  on  the  march  against  ALL  WOMEN! 
<tT.  Tramping  from  Paris  to  Paradise  for 
a  lesson  in  love  by  the  Commandant's 
cutie—up  for  an  airplane  ride  that's  a  SKY- 
REAM!  -  -  -  bombing  the  box  office  with 
a  load  of  new  laughs! . . .  ga-ga-galorious! 


JEAN  PARKER 
REGINALD  GARDINER 


R  K  O 
Directed  by  A.  Edward  Sutherland     RADIO 

A  BORIS  MORROS  PRODUCTION 

ORIGINAL  STORY  ANO  SCREW  PLAY  BY  RALPH  SPENCE,  ALFRED  SCHILLER,  CHARLES  ROGERS,  HARRY  LAH6D0H 
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WORLD  PREMIERE  PENN 
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E    ;  SI  OW! 

\RE,  PITTSBURGH,  NOV.  3rd! 


Big  doings  in  the  heart  of  the  Allegheny  country  for  the  opening 
of  RKO  RADIO'S  heroic  drama  of  Pennsylvania's  pioneer  days!... 
Gala  pageant,  parades,  broadcasts,  service-  and  civic-club  din- 
ners, parties,  celebrations!.. .All  part  of  the  monster  celebration 
staged  with  the  Allegheny  Centennial  Committee -and  all  eyes 
for  a  hundred  miles  around  turned  toward  the  biggest  attrac- 
tion of  all-RKO  RADIO'S  GIANT  OF  ALL  ACTION  ! 


; 


„,fh  GEORGE  SANDERS  -BRIAN 
DONLEVY   •   WILFRID    LAWSON 

ROBERT  BARRAT  •  JOHN  F.  HAMILTON 
MORONI    OLSEN    •    EDDIE   QUILLAN 

RKO  RADIO  Picture.  Produced  by  P.  J.  Wolfson.  Directed  by  William  A  Seiter. 
PANDRO  S.  BERMAN  in  charge  of  production,  screen  Play  by  p 
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Tuesday,  October  31,  1939 


REVAMP  FLA.  TRUST 
SUIT  INTERROGATORIES 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  number — were  objected  to  by  de- 
fense counsel  on  the  grounds  that 
they  were  directed  to  individuals  ad- 
dressed as  officials  of  the  companies, 
rather  than  to  the  companies  with 
the  request  that  specific  officers  re- 
ply. Objections  were  sustained,  and 
a  redrafting  ordered.  While  the  ob- 
jections were  of  a  technical  nature, 
Gibson  announced,  the  redraft  order 
gave  him  additional  time  to  im- 
prove by  revision  the  contents  of  his 
interrogatories. 

The  revised  interrogatories  are 
addressed  to  the  eight  majors,  re- 
questing that  the  individual  reply- 
ing shall  state  his  official  position 
with  the  company.  Among  the  inter- 
rogatories is  one  inquiring  whether 
each  company  insists  on  a  specific 
minimum  admission  scale  to  be 
charged  by  the  houses  of  the  local 
Paramount  Enterprises,  Inc.,  chain. 

Other  questions  asked  of  the  vari- 
ous distribs.  inquire  as  to  sales  per- 
sonnel prior  to  the  suit  and  at  pres- 
ent, and  whether  sales  are  made  in 
New  York  or  in  Florida.  Another 
question  asks  about  the  possible 
existence  of  an  exclusive  right  of 
sale  or  license  between  the  com- 
panies and  Paramount  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  and  Wometco  in  the  Miami 
area,  and  the  Sparks  Chain  in  the 
State. 

Questioned  on  Clearance  Ads 

Several  of  the  companies  doing- 
business  with  Wometco  are  asked 
the  specific  terms  of  protection  or 
clearance  clauses  granted  to  this 
chain  from  1935  up  to  the  present. 
Also,  what  cancellation  privileges 
were  granted  Wometco  and  inde- 
pendent exhibitors.  Reasons  are 
asked,  also,  for  the  insertion  of  cer- 
tain trade  paper  ads  stating  clear- 
ance policy. 

Figures  are  requested  as  to  the 
allowances  for  advertising  and  other 
expenses  granted  to  Wometco  and 
to  the  indies.  Also,  in  contracts 
with  indies,  whether  the  companies 
insisted  upon  no  double  feature 
showings;  and  whether  independent 
exhibitors,  desiring  to  license  fea- 
ture films,  formerly  were  required 
also  to  take  short  subjects,  trailers 
and  re-issues   they  did  not  want. 

To  avoid  confusion  caused  by  the 
vagueness  of  the  geographical  term, 
Greater  Miami,"  separate  interro- 
gatories were  devoted  to  the  terms 
of  contracts  covering  each  individual 
municipality  in  the  Miami  section 
Miami,  Miami  Beach,  Coral  Gables, 
Hialeah,  South  Miami,  North 
Miami.  Miami  Springs,  Biscayne 
Park.  Surfside,  North  Miami  Beach, 
and   Ona   Locka  were  included. 

In  the  cases  of  20th  Century-Fox, 
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The  Awful  Truth?" 

Chicago — Add  classic  marquee  title 
combinations,  this  noted  at  the  B  &  K 
Uptown  theater: 

"The   Old   Maid" 
"What  a  Life" 


Booth  Equipment  on  Seized  City  of  Flint 

When  the  Germans  seized  the  U.  S.  Maritime  Commission's  City  of  Flint  last  week, 
they  confiscated  a  shipment  of  booth  equipment  consigned  to  a  theater  in  Ireland  by 
the  S.O.S.   Cinema   Supply  Corp.,    New  York    Equipment   house. 

J.  A.  Tanney,  president  of  S.O.S.  reports  that  his  "contraband  goods"  were  ac- 
companied by  English  operating  instructions,  and  he  hopes  that  the  theater  which  ulti- 
mately receives  the  "booty"  be  manned  by  "pure  Aryan"  operators,  unable  to  understand 
American  mechanisms. 

"That's  when  the  fun  starts,"  says  Tanney. 


Pari-Mutuel  Amendment 
Spells  Ruin,  MPTO  Warns 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  MPTO  of  Western  New  York 
warns  in  a  bulletin. 

"Information  has  reached  us  that 
the  gambling  syndicates  are  option- 
ing sites  for  dog  and  race  tracks 
in  xthe  following  cities,"  the  bulletin 
says,  "Two  in  Buffalo,  one  in  Ba- 
tavia,  one  in  Syracuse  (State  Fair 
grounds),  one  in  Elmira  (vicinity) 
and  one  in  Rochester." 

MPTO  warns  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  will  "ruin" 
film  biz  and  that  it  would  take  five 
years  to  repeal  the  law. 


National  Screen  Service  and  Grey- 
hound Film  Laboratories  of  Buffalo 
are  releasing  45-foot  trailers  oppos- 
ing the  pari-mutuel  amendment. 


Milton   Hall  Dead 

Marshfield,  Wis.— Milton  W.  Hall, 
25,  manager  of  the  Strand  theater, 
Plainfield.  died  here.  He  had  been 
ill  for  the  past  10  months  and  is 
survived  by  his  parents  and  two 
brothers. 


10  New  Productions  Go 

Before  Hollywood  Cameras 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Ten  new  pictures  are 
slated  to  go  into  production  this 
week. 

At  Paramount:  "At  Good  Old  Si- 
wash"  with  William  Holden,  Judith 
Barrett  and  Vaughan  Glaser. 

At  M-G-M:  "Florian"  with  Rob- 
ert Young,  Helen  Gilbert  and  Reg- 
inald Owen.  "Young  Tom  Edison" 
starring  Mickey  Rooney. 

At  RKO :  "Primrose  Path"  starring 
Ginger  Rogers. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Young  as 
You  Feel"  one  of  the  Jones  Family 
series. 

At  Universal:  "Charlie  McCarthy, 
Detective"  with  Edgar  Bergen  and 
"Charlie  McCarthy,"  and  Mortimer 
Snerd.  And  the  Mae  West-W.  C. 
Fields   production. 

At  Warners:  "We  Shall  Meet 
Again"  with  Merle  Oberon  and 
George  Brent. 

At  Hal  Roach:  A  four-reel  Laurel 
and  Hardy,  as  yet  untitled. 

At  Producers  Pictures  Corp.:  "The 
Invisible  Killer"  with  Grace  Brad- 
ley and  Roland  Drew. 


Lack,   Mohawk   Distrib. 

Lack  Carpet  Co.,  Fifth  Ave.  and 
31st  St.,  will  become  distributors 
for  the  Mohawk  Carpet  Mills,  Inc., 
effective  Dec.  1,  it  was  announced 
by  Harry  Lack,  president. 


"Passage"  and  Powell  Big 

First  week  of  "Disputed  Passage" 
and  Dick  Powell's  p.a.  at  the  New 
York  Paramount  garnered  a  "take" 
of  approximately  $50,000,  Bob  Weit- 
man,  theater's  manager,  said  last 
night. 


Loew's,  RKO  Radio,  United  Artists,  i 
Columbia    Pictures    and    Universal, ! 
the      interrogatories      totaled      38. 
Paramount   received   50   in   all,   and 
Vitagraph  53. 

Objections   Anticipated 

Defendants  were  given  15  days 
in 'which  to  reply  to  the  interroga- 
tories, but  all  are  expected  to  file 
objections  in  Federal  Court  on  Nov. 
7. 

The  suit,  which  has  been  in  the 
courts  for  several  months,  is  brought 
by  Washington  Operating  Co.,  op- 
erators of  the  Cameo  and  Surf 
Theaters  in  Miami  Beach,  against 
the  majors,  two  local  chains,  Para- 
mount Enterprises,  Inc.,  and  Wo- 
metco, a  string  of  independently  in- 
corporated houses.  Plaintiff  charges 
that  the  Cameo  and  Surf  are  unable 
to  get  their  share  of  first-run  fea- 
tures due  to  the  monopolistic  prac- 
tices of  the  defendants. 


Agree  on  Further  Extension 
in  Equity  Interrogatories 

Paul  Williams,  Special  Assistant 
Attorney  General,  stated  yesterday 
after    a    conference    with    attorneys 


for  the  major  company  defendants 
in  the  Government's  equity  suit  that 
a  further  extension  to  Nov.  15  for 
the  defendants  and  the  Government 
to  answer  interrogatories  has  been 
agreed  upon. 

At  that  time,  he  said,  another 
conference  with  counsel  is  scheduled 
in  order  to  continue  working  upon 
a  list  of  interrogatories  satisfactory 
to  all. 

He  said  that  "good  progress"  was 
being  made  towards  an  agreement 
on  the  knotty  problem  of  what  in- 
terrogatories are  proper,  and  pre- 
dicted that  it  would  take  two  or 
three  more  months  before  answers 
to  these  questions  would  be  avail- 
able to  all.  Williams  stated  that 
he  expects  to  be  served  in  the  near 
future  with  interrogatories  to  be 
interposed  by  all  defendants  with 
the  exception  of  UA,  which  has  al- 
ready served  its  list.  He,  however, 
does  not  anticipate  any  difficulty  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  in 
answering  them. 

Williams  will  confer  today  with 
UA  counsel  on  cross-interrogatories 
before  returning  to  Washington.  He 
is  expected  to  return  here  shortly 
before  Nov.  15. 


ASK  IA  TO  RELINQUISH 
10%  WAGE  INCREASE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  the  preservation  of  this  business 
rather  than  the  element  that  de- 
stroys it."  /•■**f" 

Appeal  for  relinquishment  ^g/the 
wage  increase  was  asked  on  grounds 
of  the  world  situation  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  motion  picture  business. 


Paul  Nathanson  Trains 

for  Canadian  Commission 


Toronto — Paul  Nathanson,  vice- 
president  of  Empire  -  Universal 
Films,  Ltd.,  and  son  of  N.  L.  Nath- 
anson, president  of  Famous  Players 
Canadian  Corp.,  has  joined  the  Can- 
adian Officers'  Training  Corps. 

Gurston  Allen,  son  of  Jules  Allen 
of  Columbia  Pictures  of  Canada,  Ltd. 
and  of  Premier  Theaters  Ltd.,  also 
has  enlisted  in  the  COTC.  Other  en- 
listments of  film  men  from  the  Tor- 
onto area  include  Gordon  Snider  of 
Associated  Theaters  Ltd.,  who  has 
joined  the  Royal  Canadian  Artillery; 
Andrew  Sinclair  of  Empire-Univers- 
al, now  with  the  Navy;  Allan  Iron- 
side of  Associated  Screen  News  Ltd., 
who  has  joined  the  Royal  Canadian 
Air  Force,  and  Wni.  McCall,  projec- 
tionist at  the  Broadway  Theater, 
Toronto,  who  served  with  the  Medi- 
cal Corps  during  the  World  War 
for  two  years  and  now  is  signed  up 
again  in  the  Air  Force. 


Tele  Schedule  on  Coast 

Increased   to   Nine   Hours 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — With  600  tele  receiv- 
ers already  owned  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  several  manufacturers 
placing  1,000  additional  sets  on  the 
Los  Angeles  market,  W6XAO, 
West's  only  licensed  transmitter,  will 
increase  program  hours  to  nine  a 
week,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday  by 
Thorhas  S.  Lee. 

Telecasts,  under  the  new  schel- 
ule,  will  be  presented  daily  except 
Sundays  and  holidays,  8-9  P.M.,  with 
matinees  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays,  4-5  P.M.  Live  talent 
will  be  used  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Saturday  nights;  1,000  have  regis- 
tered for  tests  with  the  station's 
production  offices. 

Other  telecasts  will  draw  upon 
1,000,000  feet  of  film  made  available 
by  indie  producers  and  film  libraries. 


Mistake?  ?  ? 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Bob  Livingston,  52, 
Capitol  manager  and  owner,  figures  he 
made  a  mistake  by  publicizing  the  fact 
that  he  had  made  his  will,  and  in  it 
gave  60  per  cent  to  two  faithful  em- 
ployes,   and    40   per   cent   to    his    wife. 

Said  he  coughed  three  times  in  front 
of  the  theater  the  other  day  and  three 
undertakers  came  up  to  slap  him  on  the 
back. 
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Canadian  National  Clearance  Accepted  "in  Principle 

GOV'T  PICKS  FARNSWORtTTO  AID  IN  EQUITY  SUIT 

U.  S.  Distribs.  May  Gain  16%  of  Argentina's  Market 


Figure  is  the  Maximum;  232 

American  Pix  Shown 

in  Nine  Months 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable)— On  the 
basis  of  exhibition  statistics  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1939,  U.  S.  dis- 
tribs. can  anticipate  a  maximum  gain 
of  approximately  16  per  cent  in  the 
Argentine  market  at  the  expense 
of  British,  French  and  German  film 
companies  as  a  result  of  the  Eu- 
ropean war. 

American  distribs.  now  lead  the 
procession,     supplying     about     two- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

AMG  RATfFiESTO-YR. 

FRANCHISE  WITH  SAG 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — New  10-year  franchise 
agreement  with  Screen  Actors'  Guild 
just  ratified  by  Artists  Managers' 
Guild  provides  that  agreement  can 
be  brought  up  for  discussion  each 
year,  also  for  arbitration  of  dis- 
putes and  10  per  cent  maximum  to 
be  charged  an  SAG  member  in  any 
branch  of  the  entertainment  field  in 
{Continued  on  Page  3) 


"Hitler,  Beast  of  Berlin" 
Okayed  by  Penn.  Censors 

Philadelphia  —  "Hitler.  Beast  of 
Berlin"  was  approved  by  the  censor 
board  here  yesterday  without  cuts. 
State  law  does  not  forbid  propa- 
ganda, said  Mrs.  Edna  R.  Carroll, 
state    chairman,    who    said    that    in 

{Continued  on  Page  5) 


Six  Cincinnati  Theaters 

Using  "Sponsored  News" 

Cincinnati — "Sponsored  news,"  via 
bulletins  rather  than  newsreels,  is 
a  local  development,  with  six  the- 
aters now  usine  the  service  origin- 
ating with  the  Cincinnati  Post's  affil- 
iated radio  station,  WCPO. 

News  bulletins  are  sent  to  the  the- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Cleveland  Exhibitors  Opening  Theaters 

to  "Minute  Men"  in  War  on  Bigelotv  Plan 

Cleveland — To  fight  passage  of  the  Bigelow  old  age  pension  plan  providing  $50  a 
month  for  every  single  individual  and  $80  a  month  for  every  couple  over  60  years  of 
age  not  gainfully  employed  of  whom  there  are  640,000  in  the  state,  members  of  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors'  Association  voted  to  permit  "Minute  Men"  to 
make  five  minute  addresses  in  every  theater  and  also  voted  $500  contribution  to  the 
organization    fighting   the    plan. 

P.  J.  Wood,  ITO  secretary,  who  called  the  meeting  was  unable  to  attend  on  account 
of  illness.  In  his  stead  Edward  J.  Dempson,  local  attorney,  pointed  out  that  17  new 
taxes  would  be  required  to  raise  the  necessary  $310,000,000  to  pay  the  pension,  ex- 
clusive of  state  operating  expenses.  The  bill,  he  charged,  threatens  the  existence  of 
every  motion  picture   theater   in  the  state. 


'HUNCHBACK'  AS  FIRST 
OF  RKO'S  "BIG  THREE" 


RKO  Radio  will  release  the  first 
of  its  "big  three"— "The  Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame,"  Walt  Disney's 
"Pinocchio"  and  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Il- 
linois"—on  Dec.  29  when  the  first- 
named  goes  out  nationally  as  the 
company's  New  Year's  attraction, 
it  was  disclosed  yesterday  by  Ned 
Depinet,  sales  chief,  just  returned 
from  Coast  conferences. 

Record    number    of    day-date    en- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"The  Lion  Has  Wings" 

to  be  UA  Release  Here 


"The  Lion  Has  Wings,"  for  the 
production  of  which  Alexander 
Korda  was  "drafted"  by  the  British 
Ministry    of    Information,    will    be 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


STATE  CODE  PROGRESS 
UP  AT  ALLIED'S  MEET 


By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 
Syracuse,  N.   Y. — Promising  "big 
and   important   news,"   members    of 
Allied    Theaters    of   New   York    are 
assembled  here  for  a  meeting  today, 
described    by    President    Max    A. 
Cohen  as  one  of  "vital  interest." 

Directors  here  last  night  were  re- 
luctant to  reveal  the  nature  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Denmark  Decree  Permits 

for  Exposed  Film  Imports 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Exposed  films  im- 
ported into  Denmark  hereafter  are 
subject  to  import  permits,  accord- 
ing to  word   received   at  the   Com- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Canadian  National  Clearance  Board 
Principle  Accepted  by  Distributors 


Columbia  Sale  Reports 

Wholly  False,  Says  Cohn 

Reports  published  on  the  West 
Coast  to  the  effect  that  a  deal  for 
the  purchase  of  Columbia's  control 
was  on  were  denied  yesterday, 
President   Harry   Cohn   issuing   the 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Toronto — Plans  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Clearance  Board 
for  Canada  were  advanced  here  yes- 
terday as  the  result  of  a  conference 
between  the  general  managers  of 
the  various  distribution  companies 
and  the  special  committee  of  the 
An+i-Protection  League. 

The  distributors  representatives 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Former  Deputy  Code  Admin- 
istrator Given  Special 
Appointment 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  William  P.  Farns- 
worth,  former  Deputy  Administra- 
tor of  the  Motion  Picture  Code  dur- 
ing NRA,  has  been  appointed  a  spe- 
cial attorney  in  the  anti-trust  di- 
vision of  the  D  of  J,  it  was  an- 
nounced here  yesterday. 

Spokesman  for  the  D  of  J  said 
that  the  new  appointee,  who  is  asso- 
ciated in  law  practice  in  New  York 
City  with  Philip  Wittenberg,  with 
offices  in  70  West  42nd  St.,  would 
aid  Special  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Paul  Williams  in  prosecuting 
anti-trust  suits  brought  against  the 
film  industry. 

Specifically,  it  is  learned,  Farns- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

RADIO  CASHUVEAWAY 
SAID  HURTING  FILMS 


The  Horace  Heidt  "Pot  of  Gold" 
radio  program  with  its  $1,000  cash 
giveaway  is  developing  into  major 
competition  to  picture  houses  be- 
cause, by  the  nature  of  it.  Heidt 
fans  must  stay  at  home.    Listeners 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Exchange  Locals  to  Name 
Regional  Representatives 

Representatives  of  exchange  lo- 
cals in  the  seven  regional  setups 
throughout  the  country  will  meet  at 
zone  centers  Saturday  morning  _  to 
elect  one  member  from  each  region 
to  comprise  a  board  that  will,  in 
conjunction  with  officers  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


ITPA  of  Wis.  Discusses  Trade 
Problems;  Election  Today 

Milwaukee  —  Industrv  problems 
were  aired  at  the  forum  held  in  con- 
nection with  opening  session  of  the 
ITPA  of  Wisconsin  at  the  Schroeder 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 13i/4     13         13         

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%) 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..   19y2     19'/2     19V2  +     Vz 

Con.    Fm.    Ind VA       VA       1'A     

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..   10'/4     10V4     10%     

East.     Kodak     163l/2  162l/2  162'/2  —  1% 

do    pfd 163      163       163      —  2 

Gen.     Th.     Eq 13         125/8     13       +     Va 

Loew's,     Inc 37V4    363,4     37'/4  +     % 

do    pfd 106       106       106       +  1% 

Paramount    9  8%       8%  —     % 

Paramount  1st  pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..   10%     10         10'/8     

Pathe    Film    103A     10i/4     10V4  —     l/2 

RKO    1%       1%       1%      

20th    Century-Fox    .  .    15'/s     14%     14%  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24        23%     23%     

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 4%       4y4      4%     

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101       101       101        +     V2 
Loew's    deb.    3y2s46.   9934     993/4     993/4  +     % 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   49y8     493/4     49y8  +     % 

Para.     Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3y4s47    84         84         84—1 

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.' cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp V/z       V/2       V/z     ■ 

Technicolor    14%     13%     14      —     % 

Trans-Lux     1%       l3/8       13/8     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 8  8  8       +     % 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loev/'s   Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   66         68 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 60%     627/8 


"Birth  of  Nation"  Suit 

Verdict  for  Epoch,  Dixon 

Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  af- 
ter a  trial  lasting  several  days  di- 
rected a  decree  in  favor  of  Epoch 
Producing  Corp.  and  Thomas  Dixon, 
author,  in  their  suit  for  an  account- 
ing, damages  and  an  injunction  re- 
straining alleged  unauthorized  ex- 
hibition of  "The  Birth  of  a  Nation" 
by  Stone  Film  Library,  Inc.,  Treo 
Film  Exchange  of  New  York,  Inc., 
Marion  T.  Stone,  Major  Film  Ex- 
change, Inc.,  and  David  M.  Sohmer. 

Esquire  Amusement  Corp.,  Skou- 
ras  Theaters  Corp.,  and  Max  A. 
Cohen,  also  named  defendants  in  the 
action,  settled  with  the  plaintiffs 
prior  to  the  decision. 

The  plaintiffs  claimed  that  in 
April,  1938,  the  defendants  secured 
negatives  to  the  film  and  exhibited 
prints  of  it  in  various  New  York 
theaters  without  the  plaintiff's  per- 
mission. Judge  Coxe  will  appoint  a 
special    master   to    fix   damages. 

Screen  Advertising  Draws 
Fire  of  Toronto  Educator 

Toronto — Protesting  that  in  To- 
ronto "the  dreaded  commercial  ad- 
vertising .  .  .  has  invaded  our  lead- 
ing theaters  via  shorts,"  Dr.  Alex 
Stewart,  member  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Education,  asserts:  "When 
we  pay  a  fair  price  to  forget  our 
worries  for  a  few  hours  and  be  en- 
tertained by  drama,  pathos  or  com- 
edy, it  seems  to  be  hitting  below  the 
belt  a  little  when  shorts  of  a  com- 
mercial variety  are  forced  on  us, 
when  we  pay  an  admission  price  and 
the  advertising  propaganda  is  not 
listed  in  the  regular  theater  notice — 
otherwise,  we  could  keep  away." 

Jewish  Charities  Luncheon 
Meeting  at  Astor  Tomorrow 

First  luncheon  meeting  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Division  of  the  1939 
campaign  of  the  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  Federation  of  Jewish  Char- 
ities is  scheduled  tomorrow  noon  at 
the  Hotel  Astor.  Division's  joint 
chairmen  again  are  Maj.  Albert 
Warner  and  David  Bernstein. 
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Albany  Dinner  Precedes 

"Drums"  Debut  Up-state 

Albany — As  a  curtain-raiser  for 
the  multiple  premiere  of  20th-Fox's 
"Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  in  five 
Mohawk  Valley  towns  —  Albany, 
Utica,  Amsterdam,  Schenectady  and 
Gloversville — tomorrow,  dinner  will 
be  tossed  by  the  company  at  the  Ten 
Eyck  here  tonight. 

Scheduled  to  attend,  among  others, 
are: 

Si  Fabian,  Louis  R.  Golding,  Fa- 
bian district  manager;  Alex  Sayles, 
manager,  Palace,  Albany;  Sol  Ull- 
man,  Fabian  Schenectady  city  man- 
ager; Larry  Cowan,  Fabian's  Grand, 
Albany;  Moe  Silver,  Warners'  zone 
manager;  Max  Friedman,  Warners' 
booker;  Charles  Smakwitz,  Warners' 
district  manager;  William  Benton, 
Saratoga,  Benton  Circuit;  M.  J.  Kal- 
let,  Kallet  Circuit,  Oneida;  Henry 
Grossman,  Hudson  —  Community, 
Star;  Henry  Frieder,  Hudson — Com- 
munity; J.  Meyer  Schine,  Glovers- 
ville; Louis  W.  Schine,  Gloversville; 
William  C.  Smalley,  Smalley  Cir- 
cuit, Cooperstown;  Abe  Stone,  Eagle, 
Albany;  Harry  Hellman,  Royal,  Al- 
bany; Neil  Hellman,  Paramount,  Al- 
bany; Christopher  Buckley,  Stark, 
Bennington,  Vt.;  Sidney  Samson, 
Buffalo;  William  Sussman,  New 
York;  Tom  H.  Bailey,  Boston;  Rod- 
ney Bush,  New  York,  Louis  David- 
son, New  York. 


Warner  Managers  Shifted 

Albany — Changes  in  both  Charlie 
Smakwitz'  Eastern  New  York  divi- 
sion and  Ralph  Crabill's  Western 
group  were  announced  here  by  Moe 
Silver,  Warner  Bros,  theater  zone 
manager.  In  the  shifts,  Murray  La- 
fayette goes  from  the  Avon,  Utica. 
to  manage  the  Haven.  Olean.  Arnold 
Stoltz,  from  Warner's  Philadelphia 
zone,  will  become  manager  of  the 
Avon,  Utica.  Al  Beckerich,  who 
managed  the  Haven,  Olean,  has  re- 
signed in  the  Western  group,  as  has 
"Doc"  Westphal,  who  managed  the 
Keeney,  Elmira.  Latter  is  succeeded 
by  Edward  Yarborough. 

No  Raise  for  Operators 

Niles,  O. — Theater  operators  here 
have  signed  a  two-year  contract 
with  the  projectionists'  union  at  the 
previously  prevailing  wage  scale. 
Union  had  sought  a  20  per  cent  in- 
crease. 


Expect  Plaintiff  to  Win 

in  Mori  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Philadelphia — Confei*ences  of  at- 
torneys for  both  sides  in  the  Mori 
anti-trust  suit  were  held  yesterday 
with  Judge  William  Kirkpatrick,  and 
from  what  occurred  it  is  believed 
that  when  the  injunction  decision  is 
handed  down  it  will  favor  the  plain- 
tiff. 

It  is  believed  that  the  discussion 
hinged  on  the  form  of  appeal  the 
defendants  would  take  if  the  decision 
went  against  them.  From  this  it 
was  gathered  that  Mori  would  gain 
injunctive  relief  but  that  the  de- 
fendants would  immediately  file  an 
appeal. 


Set  RKO  Allowance  Hearing 

A  hearing  on  the  petitions  filed 
Monday  for  ad-interim  allowances 
bv  the  Irvine  Trust  Co.,  as  trustee 
of  RKO,  William  J.  Donovan,  Irving 
Trust  attorney,  and  Price,  Water- 
house  &  Co.,  was  set  for  Nov.  10 
in  an  order  signed  yesterday  by  Fed- 
eral Judge  William  Bondy. 


Hold  John  James  Rites 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
conducted  Monday,  for  John  James, 
68,  theater  owner  here  for  the  past 
25  years.  With  his  nephew,  Tommy 
James,  he  owned  the  Douglass  and 
the  Strand.  His  wife  and  a  son  sur- 
vive. 


Des  Moines  Singles  Fade  Out 

Des  Moines,  la. — The  Tri-States' 
Des  Moines  theater,  only  downtown 
theater  showing  singles  shifts  to 
duals  tomorrow. 


COminG  ADD  GOIflG 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  board  chairman  of 
20fi-Fox,  expects  to  return  to  the  Coast  this 
week. 

DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  is  scheduled  to  leave 
for  Hollywood  tomorrow  after  a  brief  stay  here. 

DR.  HERBERT  T.  KALMUS  has  returned  to 
the   Coast.  {a}' 

CHARLES  E.  MCCARTHY,  director  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  for  20th-Fox,  and  LOUIS 
SHANFIELD,  art  director,  fly  to  the  Coast  to- 
day   for   studio    confabs. 

GEORCE  GIROUX,  field  representative  of 
Technicolor,  leaves  New  York  this  week  for  a 
swing   through    upstate    New  York. 

BETTE  DAVIS  is  en  route  to  the  Coast  after 
a   vacation   in   the   East. 

RODNEY  BUSH,  20th-Fox  publicity  manager, 
goes  to  Albany  today,  and  EARL  WINGART, 
goes  to  Utica  tomorrow  in  connection  with  com- 
pany's premiere  of  "Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk." 

LEW  SCHRIEBER,  20th-Fox  casting  head,  is 
here  for  a  vacation. 

HOWARD  STRICKLING,  Metro  publicity 
chieftain  at  the  studio,  and  SPENCER  TRACY, 
have   arrived    here   from    the   Coast. 

MARCARET  ETTINCER  is  at  the  Sherry  Nether- 
land. 

MRS.  DAVID  E.  ROSE  and  the  Rose  baby 
arrive   today   from    Europe   on   the   Washington. 

FAY  ROTH  MAN,  of  Columbia  Pictures,  leaves 
New  York  Friday  for  a  Florida  vacation. 

PAUL  VINCENT  CARROLL  is  also  an  arrival 
on   the  Washington. 

ROARK  BRADFORD  arrives  here  this  week 
from  the  South  to  work  on  a  new  play. 

MAX  A.  COHEN,  president  of  New  York 
Allied,  and  AL  STEEN,  FILM  DAILY  staff 
writer,  flew  to  Syracuse  yesterday  whene  an 
Allied    parley   will   be   held   today. 


Warner  Bros.  Closes  Product 
Deals  with  2  L.  A.  Circuits 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Following  closing  of 
Fox  West  Coast  deals  Warners  yes- 
terday completed  a  deal  with  both 
Cabart  and  Southside  circuits  for 
its  1939-40  product.  Milton  Arthur 
represented  both  circuits  and  Jack 
Brower  represented  Warner  Bros. 

Cabart  operates  10  houses  in  the 
Long  Beach  area  embracing  first-  and 
subsequent-runs.  Southside  has  five 
houses  in  the  Los  Angeles  district. 

SAG  Elects  on  Sunday 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors' Guild,  both  Eastern  and  West- 
ern branches,  has  been  set  for  Sun- 
day, with  officers  to  be  elected  at 
that  time.  Meeting  is  for  class  A 
members.  Ralph  Morgan,  president, 
and  all  other  officers  and  directors 
up  for  re-election  are  unopposed  and 
their  continuation  in  office  is  a  cer- 
tainty. Annual  report  of  the  Guild 
will  be  presented  at  the  Coast  meet- 
ing by  Ken  Thomson,  executive  sec- 
retary. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

>a,h  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA    STONE         •         TEDDY    HART 

By  Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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CANADIAN  CLEARANCE 
FOUND  "ACCEPTABLE" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
took  the  stand  that  they  were  agree- 
able in  principle  to  some  form  of 
national  clearance  rules  and  also  of 
sore*,  plan  of  putting  them  into  op- 
erc,  3n.  They  asked  time  to  give 
further  consideration  to  the  pro- 
posal after  which  another  conference 
will  be  held. 


Good  Will  Film  Campaign 
For  Latin-America  Looms 


Washington   Bureau,   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Inter-Departmental 
Committee  on  Co-operation  with  the 
American  Republics,  which  meets 
shortly  at  the  State  Department,  is 
expected  to  again  call  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $176,000  for  a  good  will 
film  campaign  in  Latin-America. 
Congressional  okay  is  believed  cer- 
tain. Pix  would  be  handled  through 
the  U.  S.  Film  Service,  headed  by 
Pare  Lorentz,  with  Arch  A.  Mercey 
as  second  in  command. 

Plan  in  general  calls  for  films 
about  the  U.  S.  to  be  shown  in 
Latin-America  and  vice  versa.  Films 
will  be  recorded  in  Spanish  and  Por- 
tuguese to  form  the  basis  of  a  Pan- 
American  film  library,  which  would 
also  receive  contributions  from  the 
Latin- American  and  South  American 
countries.  The  usual  "dry"  type  of 
government  film  will  not  be  used, 
but  instead  the  service  will  employ 
reels  showing  American  culture  and 
characteristics. 

Meanwhile,  the  Service  is  busying 
itself  preparing  two  new  documen- 
taries. Under  the  direction  of  Lo- 
rentz it  has  almost  finished  "Fight 
For  Life"  dealing  with  childbirth 
and  health  problems  in  the  slums 
and  background  has  already  been 
shot  for  "Ecce  Homo"  a  story  of 
industrial  unemployment.  "Fight 
For  Life"  is  expected  to  be  released 
by  the  end  of  this  year. 

In  addition  the  Film  Service  is 
working  on  two  Departmental  pic- 
tures. One  for  the  Rural  Electri- 
fication Administration  and  another 
for  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following   on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  1 

Laura  La  Plante 
Ernest  Rovelstadt 
M.  E.  A.  Tucker 


WITH  PHIL  M.  OALri 


•  •      •     HALLOWE'EN  left  no  particular  hangover  of  nerves  within 

the  industry  generally but  the  faces  of  jack  o'lanterns  and  such 

must  have  had   a   frightening   effect  upon   certain   exhibs 

who  apparently  "scare  easily" since  they  see  only  the  alarming 

in  the  mere  association  of  pix  and  radio the  ether,  they  will  tell 

you  most  seriously,  is  indeed  the  realm  of  goblins But  is  it  so. — 

or  like  the  once  alleged  death  of  Mark  Twain slightly  exaggerated? 

Actually,   there   is   a  decided   benevolence   extended   to   the   pix 

biz  by  radio with  theater  revenue  raised  via  air-exploitation,  pub- 
licity and  promotion  _  _  _ 

•  •  •  DEFINITELY  it's  Mr.  Exhib.'s  welfare  which  is  con- 
sidered when  the  promotional  forces  of  the  producer-distribs.  take 

to  the  air and  this  column  would  like  to  have  a  small  slice 

of  the  additional  b.o.  "takes"  which  radio  builds  for  exhibs 

even  in  a  few  of  the  following  instances: 20th-Fox's  national 

hook-up  this  coming  Friday  night  in  Hollywood when  about 

half  of  the  regular  Kate  Smith  program  over  some  80  stations  of 
CBS  will  be  devoted  to  dramatizing  "Drums  Along  the  Mohawk" 

with  the  stars  of  the  pix  appearing  before  the  mikes 

Consider  RKO  Radio's  30-minute  broadcast  on  the  same  night, 
over  the  Blue  Network  of  NBC,  from  the  stage  of  the  Penn  The- 
ater in  Pittsburgh  in  behalf  of  "Allegheny  Uprising" which 

will   world-premiere   there Additionally,   five   Pitt   stations 

will  combine  their  efforts  to  give  the  three-day  civic  celebration, 

centered  about  the  premiere,  big  coverage and  other  special 

broadcasts  will  be  carried  by  KDKA 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ONLY  good  can  come  to  the  b.o.,  too,  from  the  RKO  Radio- 
Lucky  Strike  programs  launched  recently  from  the  pix  company's  Coast 

lot linked  with  Kay  Kyser who'll  broadcast  his  Wednesday 

eve  program  from  the  Center  Theater  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C,  on  Nov.  15 

coincident  with  showing  there  of  his  new  RKO-Radio  pix,  "That's 

Right,  You're  Wrong" which  title  suggests  a  good  answer  for  the 

exhibs.  who  think  radio  is  an  awful  bad  auxiliary  to  pix 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  WHETHER  they  realize  it  or  not exhibs.  are  go- 
ing to  cash-in  on  band  plugs  for  the  tunes  in  Paramount's  "Gul- 
liver's  Travels" and   from   plugs    generally   provided   for 

Para,  pix  by  Bob  Burns,  Jack  Benny,  Bing  Crosby,  Dorothy 
Lamour,  Bob  Hope,  Martha  Raye,  Eddie  "Rochester"  Anderson, 

Andy   Devine,  Phil  Harris,   et  al And   consider  that   the 

company's  "What  A  Life"  is  the  offspring  of  radio's,  "The  Aid- 
rich    Family" Revenue    has    doubtless    been    made    more 

voluminous  by  Columbia  tie-ing  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  To  Wash- 
ington"   to    CBS and    the    Warners'    air-blasts    for    "The 

Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex"  in  Philly  this  week  are  to 

"jack" -up  the  territorial  "take"  mutually Too,  WB  will  use 

seven  top  air  programs  in  the  next  10  days to  plug  "The 

Roaring    Twenties" on    a    huge    national    scale Shows 

which  will  ballyhoo   the  pix  include "Strange  As   It  May 

Seem". ....  .Bing  Crosby. ....  .Kate  Smith John  Messner 

Lux  Radio  Hour John  Gambling  and  the  Gamboliers 

Richard  Himber _  _ 

•  •      •     SPEAKING  of  Warners every  once  in  a  while  a  bit 

of  ad  copy  "super-extraordinary"  creeps  into  the  trade  press which 

sort  of  makes  advertising  men  sit  up  and  take  special  notice  of  their 

own  trade  ads  and  compare Mort  Blumenstock's  "Thanksgiving  But 

No  Turkeys" in  this  111  ole  trade  paper is  one  of  them 

The   ad  is   ingenious has  selling  value and  holds   attention 

until  it  is  read Congrats  WB Keep  up  the  good  work — and 

you  won't  make  us  mad! 


DAT€  BOOK 


Today:     New    York    Allied    meeting,    Syracuse. 

Today:  Adjourned  meeting  of  the  MPPDA 
board. 

Today:  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  and  Upper 
Michigan  convention,  Schroeder  Hotel,  Mil- 
waukee. 

Nov.    6-7:      Allied    of   Texas   convention. 

Nov.  12:  Chicago  Warner  Club  dinner  dance, 
Sherman    Hotel. 

Nov.  13:  Allied  Eastern  regional  convention, 
Philadelphia. 

Nov.  13-14:  ITO  of  Ohio  convention,  Colum- 
bus, O. 

Nov.  14:     United   Artists   stockholders'    meeting. 

Nov.  15:     New    York    Night    of    Stars,    Madison 

Square   Garden. 
Nov.  23:     Loew    managers'    Thanksgiving    Beef- 
steak   and    Dance,    Waldorf-Astoria. 
Nov.    25:      Washington    Variety    Club    banquet, 

Willard  Hotel. 
Nov.  25:     Motion      Picture      Associates      dinner 

dance,    Hotel    Astor. 
Nov.  29:  Motion  Picture  Associates  dinner  dance, 

Hotel  Astor. 
Dec.  2:     Cleveland    Variety   Club   formal. 
Dec.  3-4:  Theater  Owners  Association  of   North 

and     South     Carolina     Winter     convention, 

Charlotte. 

Dec.  20:     Chicago  Night  of  Stars,   the  Stadium. 

AMG  RATIFIES  10-YR. 

FRANCHISE  WITH  SAG 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

which  agents  represent  him. 

SAG  agrees  not  to  touch  on  max- 
imum commission  before  Jan.  1,  1945 
and  SAG  members  can  deal  only  with 
franchised  agents. 

Violation  of  regulations  makes 
agent  subject  to  fine,  revocation  or 
suspension.  Offenses  for  which 
franchises  may  be  suspended  or  re- 
voked are  limited  to  theft  or  dis- 
honest conduct,  charging  more  than 
10  per  cent,  failure  to  pay  franchise 
fees,  engaging  in  production  activi- 
ties against  decision  of  arbitration 
tribunal,  illegal  changes  of  owner- 
ship, material  for  false  or  misleading 
statement  in  application.  Fines  are 
limited  to  $5,000. 

Six  Cincinnati  Theaters 

Using  "Sponsored   News" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
aters  for  PA  system  presentation 
nightly  at  9  o'clock,  with  sheet  then 
displayed  in  special  lobby  frames. 
Ten-day  trial  has  made  the  arrange- 
ment permanent. 

Theaters  in  return  for  the  news 
service  are  using  trailers  for  the 
station  and  the  sponsor  (Butter-Nut 
Bread)  at  each  performance.  Sta- 
tion carries  three  newscasts  for  the 
same  sponsor  daily. 


Czechs  Boycotting 
Nazi-Made  Features 

Prague  (By  Cable)  —  Nazi  films,  in- 
cluding those  made  in  the  Czech  tongue, 
are   being   boycotted   here. 

Only  10  theaters  in  the  downtown 
district  are  now  operating,  and  busi- 
ness is  very  poor  despite  the  fact  that 
the  district  is  exempt  from  the  military 
blackout  order. 


DAILY 


Wednesday,  November  1,  1939 


U.S.MAYGAIN16% 
OF  ARGENTINE  MARKET 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
thirds    of   all   films    exhibited   here. 
Figures   for   the   first   nine   months 
show   232    of   the   347   films    shown 
were  of  U.  S.  origin. 

Domestic  productions  were  next 
in  popularity  with  43  Argentine  films 
being  exhibited.  Motion  picture 
films  of  French  origin  exhibited  dur- 
ing the  nine-month  period  num- 
bered 37.  British  films  accounted 
for  12  of  the  total  number  exhibited; 
Italv  7;  Germany  and  Spain,  6 
each;  Mexico,  3;  and  1  film  was  clas- 
sified as  coming  from  "all  other 
countries." 

Total  native  production  for  the 
year  is  expected  to  reach  55,  an  in- 
crease of  10  pix  over  the  1938 
figure.  French  releases  during  the 
current  year  show  a  gain.  Italian 
films  imported  play  comparatively 
few  theaters. 

Argentine  audiences  are  reported 
growing  increasingly  critical  of  na- 
tive films,  and  inferior  product  is 
short-lived  in  theaters.  Similarly, 
audiences  react  adversely  to  poor 
American  films.  Exhibs.  say  frank- 
ly that  re-issues  of  strong  U.  S.  pix 
are    preferable    to    the   latter. 

With  reference  to  further  U.  S. 
opportunities  in  the  local  market  it 
is  emphasized  here  that  the  16  per 
cent  figure  used  contemplates  the 
complete  withdrawal  of  British, 
French  and  German  films.  Whether 
that  actually  will  happen  is  re- 
garded as  highly  problematical.  It 
contemplates,  too,  no  increase  in 
native  production;  local  studios  are 
understood  to  be  planning  larger- 
schedules  for  1940. 


Latin-American  Experts 
to  Speak  at  Ampa  Meet 

Three  Latin-American  experts 
were  announced  by  AMPA  officers 
as  speakers  for  the  special  "Latin- 
American  Meeting"  to  be  held  to- 
morrow at  Stouffer's  Restaurant, 
Fifth  Avenue  between  Forty-Fourth 
and  Forty-Fifth  Sts.,  at  12:45  p.m. 

Principal  speaker  will  be  Rene 
Borgia,  who  served  for  five  years 
with  Columbia  Pictures  as  a  scenar- 
ist and  director  for  its  South 
American  product.  Borgia  has  just 
returned  from  an  extensive  tour  of 
Latin-America.  Also  to  participate 
are  Eddie  Le  Baron,  important  fig- 
ure in  the  South  American  produc- 
tion and  distribution  field,  and  Ro- 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Exhib.  Dedicates  "Mr,  Smith"  to  Senator 

Wolfeboro,  N.  H—  There's  at  least  one  U.  S.  Senator  who  evidently  doesn't  think 
"Mr.  Smith  Coes  to  Washington"   is  an  affront  to  the  Senate. 

Pix,  playing  Ansel  B.  Sanborn's  houses  here  and  in  Center  Ossipee,  is  being  dedi- 
cated  to   Senator  Styles   Bridges   with   the   latter's   permission. 

Sanborn  happens  to  be  speaker  of  the  New  Hampshire  House  of  Representatives  be- 
tween shows. 


Columbus,  0. — Mrs.  Ethel  Ches- 
brough  and  Walter  Miles  were  mar- 
ried Oct.  25  in  Freyburg,  0.  She 
is  owner  of  the  Chesbrough  theater 
circuit,  and  he  is  connected  with 
the  Ohio  Censor  Board. 


Exchange  Locals  to  Name 
Regional  Representatives 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

IATSE,  negotiate  the  new  exchange 
contracts  this  month. 

Following  the  elections,  the  rep- 
resentatives will  arrive  in  New  York 
at  a  designated  time  to  sit  down 
with  IA  officers  to  work  out  a  pro- 
gram as  a  base  for  negotiations. 
Master  base  contract  covering  all 
exchanges  throughout  the  country 
as  well  as  local  contracts  expire 
this  month. 

Contract  will  be  negotiated  with 
sales  neads  of  the  majors. 

ITPA  of  Wis.  Discusses  Trade 
Problems;  Election  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Hotel  here  yesterday.  Program  was 
uevoid  of  speaKers,  with  buying,  turn 
rental  and  similar  subjects  discussed 
at  a  closed  meeting. 

The  local  V  anety  Club  entertained 
the  delegates  at  a  Halloween  party 
last  nignt  with  election  of  orncers 
slated  lor  this  afternoon. 


Film's  Inca  Backgrounds 

Influence  New  Textiles 


West   Coast   Bureau  of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — After  many  weeks  of 
researcn  in  collaboration  witn  the 
iNational  Geographic  Society,  Jack 
Utterson,  supervising  art  director, 
was  able  to  get  the  authentic  inca 
bacKgixunas  which  were  used  as 
modeis  lor  the  sets  in  "Green  Hell," 
Harry  Edingtons  production  for 
universal,  xne  designs  of  Inca  arc 
are  so  novel  and  brilliant  that  repre- 
sentatives of  numeious  textile  man- 
uiacturers  have  visited  Utterson  at 
Universal  for  designs  for  new  ma- 
terials. 


"Book  Night''  In  Boston 

Branch  office  will  be  opened  in 
Boston  this  week  by  the  relational 
uommittee  for  Education,  owners  of 
".Book  Night,"  with  other  branches 
to  be  opened  shortly,  it  was  an- 
nounced at  the  week-end  by  Frank 
J.  Marks,  head  of  the  organization. 
George  Boroff  will  head  the  Boston 
office.  Marks  stated  that  over  400 
houses  are  now  using  "Book  Night." 
Randforce  is  putting  "Book  Night" 
into  15  houses  this  week  after  a 
test  in  one  theater. 


berto  Socas,  former  advertising  man. 
The  general  subject  for  discussion 
will  be  "What  Is  Wrong  With  Amer- 
ican Methods  in  South  America?" 
Foreign  sales  managers  and  pub- 
licity managers  of  the  major  com- 
panies are  expected  to  attend  and 
participate  in  the  discussion.  Nathan 
D.  Golden,  Chief  of  the  Commerce 
Department's  Motion  Picture  Divi- 
sion may  also  attend. 


Mills  Feted  at  Albany; 

Presented  With  a  Watch 


Albany — Exhibs.  and  the  clergy- 
men of  two  faiths  joined  with  Film 
Row  colleagues  of  Bernie  Mills  in 
paying  tribute  to  the  former  Repub- 
lic branch  manager  at  the  DeWitt 
Clinton  Hotel,  with  more  than  100 
present. 

Speakers  included  Moe  Silver, 
Warner  Bros,  zone  manager;  Lou 
Golding,  district  Fabian  manager; 
Jack  Berkowitz  of  Buffalo,  partner 
with  Mills  now  in  BM  Pictures; 
Rabbi  Solomon  D.  Goldfarb  of  Sons 
of  Israel  Synagogue;  Brother 
Charles,  LaSalie  Scnool;  and  Bernie 
Kranze,  RKO  branch  manager,  who 
served  as  toastmaster.  Congratula- 
tory telegrams  were  received  irom 
J.  Meyer  Schine,  Si  Fabian,  Harry 
Thomas,  lormer  iranchise  holder 
nere,  and  James  R.  Grainger.  Kranze 
presented  Mills  with  a  wrist  watch 
on  benaii  or  tne  diners. 

F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Universal  East- 
ern sales  head,  attended.  Exnibs.  on 
hand  included:  bcnine  circuit,  George 
ijvncn,  Liou  Goldstein,  betn  Fieid, 
steve  Taroell;  bmailey  Circuit,  Wil- 
liam E.  Benton  and  .brank  Wnnams; 
.Denton  Circuit,  Morris  Silverman, 
Al  Feitman,  Sid  Dwore  and  Junnny 
Gardner,  bcnenectaoy;  Charlie  Wil- 
son, Troy;  Abe  Stone,  Harry  and 
iNeil  Henman,  Albany;  bam  Mn- 
berg,  bcotia;  Jim  Lauelle,  Water- 
viiet,  Clarence  Dopp,  Johnstown;  Vic 
burns,  Water  town;  Henry  Frieder 
and  ±ienry  Grossman,  Hudson. 

On  hand  was  ivnus'  son,  Myron,  a 
football  star  at  Union  Conege.  .bath- 
er W.  R.  Charles  delivered  the  in- 
vocation and  Rabbi  bolomon  Gold- 
farb the  benediction. 

The  committee  was  headed  by  Ar- 
tie JNewmann,  Republic  brancn  man- 
ager, and  inciudeu  Dick  Hayes,  Par- 
amount; George  Jeffries,  Universal; 
and  Ben  bmitn,  Pamo  Films. 


WB,  Para.   Bowlers  Tied 

Cincinnati — Cincinnati  Film  Row 
Bowling  League  ratings  for  October 
give  Warner  and  Paramount  teams 
a  tie  lead  of  thirteen  games  won 
and  two  lost.  Jimmy  Brunetti  and 
Ross  Spencer  are  Captains.  Other 
ratings  are  20th-Fox,  Shepard,  Capt. 
9  won,  6  lost;  RKO  Pictures,  Traut- 
enberg,  Capt.  5  won,  10  lost;  M-G-M, 
Weigel,  Capt.  won  4,  11  lost;  RKO 
Theaters  Joe  Goetz,  Capt.  won  1, 
lost  14. 


Gazzolos  Back  In  Trade 

Chicago — Frank  Gazzolo  and  his 
son,  Dudley,  have  re-entered  film 
business  in  the  Chicago  territory, 
opening  the  Imperial  theater  after 
spending  $50,000  on  improvements 
The  house  will  feature  duals. 


'HUNCHBACK'  AS  FIRST 
OF  RKO'S  "BIG  THREE" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gagements  for  "Hunchback"  are  as- 
sured, it  was  said.  "Pinocchio"  defi- 
nitely will  be  released  for  world 
distribution  in  February — Coast  dis- 
patches say  about  the  15th-^>hile 
"Abe  Lincoln"  probably  will^e  a 
March  release. 

Depinet  as  proof  of  RKO's  excel- 
lent product  position  pointed  out 
that  seven  major  pix,  representing 
a  $7,500,000  investment,  are  com- 
pleted and  ready  for  release  and 
that  four  more  top  bracket  pix, 
"Primrose  Path,"  "Heart  of  Dark- 
ness," "Irene"  and  "My  Favorite 
Wife"  are  set  to  start  shortly. 

"Allegheny  Uprising"  and  "That's 
Right,  You're  Wrong"  have  heavy 
bookings  for  the  Thanksgiving  holi- 
day period.  Depinet  was  also  en- 
thusiastic over  "Swiss  Family  Rob- 
inson" and  "Vigil  in  the  Night," 
screened  for  him  at  the  studio.  He 
predicted  "Hunchback"  would  rank 
as  "one  of  the  five  greatest  pictures 
of  all  time"  and  said  "Pinocchio"  is 
"certain  to  be  another  world  beater 
like  'Snow  White.'" 

Discussing  sales,  Depinet  said 
there  had  been  a  "sharp  upturn," 
with  five  circuit  deals  embracing 
125  situations  closed  last  week. 
Chains  were  the  R.  E.  Griffith, 
Charles  Morse,  Manos,  Welworth 
and  Long. 

Denmark  Decrees  Permits 
for  Exposed  Film  Imports 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

merce  Department  yesterday.  The 
order  of  the  Danish  Government  is 
effective  as  of  Oct.  27. 

While  no  Departmental  comment 
was  forthcoming,  it  was  believed 
that  the  decree  actually  was  a  cen- 
sorship move,  paralleling  similar  re- 
cent permit  action  by  Sweden. 

Object,  it  was  felt,  was  to  regu- 
late the  content  of  newsreels  dis- 
tributed there. 


Rites  for  Mrs.  Helda  Fazenda 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
Mrs.  Helda  T.  Fazenda,  81,  mother 
of  Lcuise  Fazenda  (Mrs.  Hal  B. 
Wallis)  will  be  held  here  today  at 
the  Pierce  Funeral  Home. 


Gets  Standard   Franchise 

Standard  Pictures  has  closed  a 
franchise  deal  with  Gene  Marcus  of 
Allied  Pictures  of  Philadelphia. 


STORKS! 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — William  Hoyle,  pub- 
licity man  for  Lichtman  Theaters 
here,  is  the  father  of  an  eight- 
pound  baby  daughter. 

Altec  engineer  Don  Cameron,  of 
Colorado  Springs,  announces  the  ar- 
rival of  an  eight-pound  daughter  in 
the  Cameron  family. 
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FARNSWORTH  TO  AID 

IN  GOV'TJQUITY  SUIT 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

worth  will  play  an  active  part  in 
both  the  preparation  and  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Government's  equity  ac- 
tio^_  brought  in  the  Southern  Dis- 
tr  £•;  New  York,  against  the  majors, 
actual  trial  of  which  is  expected 
early  in  1940. 

The  Justice  Department  announced 
last  night  that  Farnsworth  will  start 
today  working  directly  under  Paul 
Williams.  It  was  explained  Williams 
would  decide  whether  Farnsworth 
would  assist  him  both  as  trial  coun- 
sel as  well  as  in  the  preparation  of 
the  case. 

"Farnsworth's  job  is  to  assist 
Williams,"  it  was  stated.  "Whether 
he  assists  as  trial  counsel  as  well 
as  in  case  preparation  depends  en- 
tirely upon  Williams." 


Considerable  interest  was  evoked 
along  New  York's  Film  Row  yester- 
day by  the  Farnsworth  appointment, 
it  being  cited  that  the  Government 
appears  to  have  suddenly  abandoned 
its  earlier  policy  of  "standing  pat" 
on  D  of  J  personnel,  only  recently 
reiterated  with  considerable  empha- 
sis in  Washington. 

Special  Assistant  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Paul  Williams  to  The  Film 
Daily  last  night  expressed  his  satis- 
faction over  the  Farnsworth  desig- 
nation, but  dodged  the  query  as  to 
the  legalist  who  will  actually  try 
the  action. 

"That  question,"  said  Williams, 
"will  have  to  be  directed  to  Mr.  Ar- 
nold." (Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant 
Attorney  General.) 

Williams  asserted  also  that  David 
L.  Podell  will  be  actively  engaged 
in  the  trial  of  the  New  York  equity 
suit,  and  has  been  on  the  roster 
of  the  D  of  J  for  some  two  years. 
The  Williams  statement  definitely 
spiked  Film  Row  speculation  that 
the   Farnsworth  appointment  might 


Join 


Apartment  Building  to  Include  Pix  House 

Seaford,  Del. — New  five-story  apartment  house  to  be  erected  here  by  Thomas 
Ayres  will  include  a  700-seat  theater.  Building  is  estimated  to  cost  $125,000.  A.  S. 
Gootlieb  of  Harrington  is  the  architect. 

Town  already  has  a  600-seater,  the  Palace.  New  du  Pont  nylon  plant  is  bringing 
fast  community  growth. 


"Hitler,  Beast  of  Berlin" 
Okayed  by  Penn.  Censors 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

her  belief  only  persons  who  want  the 
message  that  the  film  attempts  to 
convey  will  go  to  see  it.  She 
doesn't  believe  it  will  hurt  them. 


Fight  to  a  finish  to  get  the  pic- 
ture passed  in  New  York  will  be 
waged  by  Producers  Distributing 
Corp.,  representatives  stated  yester- 
day. Action  of  the  censors  in  ban- 
ning the  pix  on  the  ground  it  is  in- 
human, secrilegious  and  tending  to 
incite  crime"  will  be  appealed  im- 
mediately to  the  State  Board  of  Re- 
gents, it  was  said. 


Mn    Red    Cf oss 


be  in  the  nature  of  a  substitution 
for  Podell.  The  latter  is  appraised 
by  film  legal  circles  as  an  excep- 
tional counsel  with  an  impressive 
record  and  wide  experience. 

It  is  learned  authoritatively  that 
the  Farnsworth  appointment  was 
strenuously  advocated   by  Williams. 

Farnsworth  is  well-known  to  film 
circles  and  to  the  stage  world.  At 
one  time  he  produced  Broadway 
snows,  following  his  embarkation  on 
a  legal  career.  In  1933,  he  joined 
NRA.  Although  he  was  then  only 
in  his  early  30's,  large  responsibili- 
ties were  placed  upon  him  by  the 
national  Administration,  rising  from 
Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Code  to  an  Administra- 
tion member  of  the  Code  Authority, 
without  vote. 

At  the  time  NRA  laid  off  some 
1,500  of  its  personnel,  Farnsworth 
stayed,  later  being  named  New  York 
Administration  Officer  of  the  Federal 
Theater  Project,  a  post  he  occupied 
from  March,  1937,  to  mid-August 
of  that  year,  when  he  returned  to 
law  practice. 

Coast  Contempt  Proceedings 
Subject  of  Capital  Parley 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Albert  J.  Law,  spe- 
cial investigator  for  the  Department 
of  Justice,  has  returned  to  Wash- 
ington to  confer  with  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Frank  Murphy  while  his  as- 
sociate investigator,  Harold  Collins, 
remains  on  the  West  Coast. 

Law  and  Collins  played  impor- 
tant roles  in  the  extensive  probe 
that  paved  the  way  for  the  contempt 
proceedings  instituted  bv  the  Gov- 
ernment against  Fox  West  Coast 
and  the  majors,  charging  violation 
of  the  1930  consent  decree. 

With  a  Coast  hearing  in  the  mat- 
ter set  for  Nov.  13,  Law's  visit  at 
this  time  is  said  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose of  mapping  further  Govern- 
ment strategy  with  Murphy  and 
Thurman  Arnold. 


Columbia  Sale  Reports 

Wholly  False,  Says  Cohn 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

following  formal  statement: 
"Rumors  recently  circulated  to 
the  effect  that  the  control  of  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  Corporation  is  be- 
ing sold  or  transferred,  or  that  ne- 
gotiations are  in  progress  for  such 
sale  or  transfer,  are  entirely  false 
and  without  any  basis. 

"I  have  not  discussed,  nor  has 
any  other  representative  of  this 
company,  held  discussion  of  any 
kind  with  any  person  or  persons, 
in  or  outside  of  the  motion  picture 
industry,  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  Columbia  stock. 

"I  have  instructed  the  Company's 
attorneys  to  investigate  the  origin 
of  such  rumors  as  have  been  pub- 
lished and  to  take  such  steps  as 
they  may  in  their  judgment  deem 
necessary." 


Price  Sells  Two  Houses 

Columbus,  O. — Virgil  Price  has 
disposed  of  his  Majestic  and  Princess 
theaters  in  London  to  Harry  Jen- 
nings. Jennings  is  associated  with 
an  indie  chain  operating  in  this 
state  and  West  Virginia. 


STATE  CODE  PROGRESS 
UP  AT  ALLIED'S  MEET 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

important  session,  but  it  is  likely 
that  a  program  of  intensive  activity 
will  be  mapped  out  for  the  unaffili- 
ated state  unit. 

The  breakaway  from  national 
Allied  and  the  recent  internal  diffi- 
culties created  by  the  desire  of  a 
minority  group  to  re-affiliate  with 
the  parent  body  are  expected  to  be 
among  the  topics  for  discussion. 

It  is  also  believed  that  a  report 
on  the  progress  made  towards  a 
New  York  State  Code  of  trade  prac- 
tices will  be  made. 

Cohen,  at  a  meeting  of  13  direc- 
tors in  New  York  last  Friday,  was 
given  a  vote  of  confidence  and  the 
beard  members  passed  a  resolution 
pledging  their  intentions  to  continue 
as  an  independent  organization. 

Rogers  Sets  Two  Deals 

Budd  Rogers  has  set  Alliance  fran- 
chise deals  with  Special  Attractions 
for  the  Chicago-St.  Louis  territories 
and  Colonial  Pictures  of  Toronto  for 
the  Dominion,  Newfoundland  and 
the  Maritime  provinces. 


Charles  Leach  with  Ross 

New  Haven — Charles  Leach,  for- 
mer manager  of  Gaumont  British 
here,  is  now  in  charge  of  Ross  Fed- 
eral  Checking,   in  New  Haven. 


There's  always  the 
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HEN    in    doubt    refer    to 
the  FILM  DAILY  YEAR 


BOOK.  This  Standard  Refer- 
ence Book  of  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry  will  answer  prac- 
tically every  question  about 
production,  distribution  or  ex- 
hibition. The  1940  edition  is 
now  in  preparation. 
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"On  Dress  Parade' 

with  The  Dead  End  Kids,  John  Litel,  Frankie 

Thomas,    Cissie    Loftus 
Warners  62  Mins. 

ACTION-FILLED  STORY;  B.  0.  MEAT 
FOR  AUDIENCES  GENERALLY  AND 
YOUNGER  PIXiaOERS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

Notwithstanding  the  billing,  Leo  Gorcey 
is  the  key  figure  in  this  newest  saga  of 
the  Dead  End  Kids,  which  discloses  them, 
with  the  sole  exception  of  Bernard  Puns- 
ley,  in  military  uniforms.  Essentially,  the 
story  deals  with  the  moral  and  social  re- 
habilitation of  Gorcey,  a  tough,  incorrigible 
youth  whose  deceased  father  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  A.E.F.  Just  before  the  lat- 
ter's  demise,  he  requests  his  buddy,  John 
Litel,  who  is  cast  in  the  role  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  military  school,  to  look  after 
the  boy,  who  is  a  splendid  candidate  for 
a  reformatory.  Litel,  via  a  not  too  decep- 
tive ruse,  gets  the  youth  to  matriculate  at 
the  military  institution,  but  the  boy's  be- 
havior, contempt  for  discipline,  and  general 
mental  attitude  toward  education,  make 
him  roundly  disliked  by  his  fellow  students 
and  a  source  of  sentimental  and  practical 
anxiety  to  Superintendent  Litel.  Gorcey 
finally  tries  to  leave  school,  but  the  Cadet 
Major,  Billy  Halop,  and  a  group  of  stu- 
dents attempt  to  stop  him.  A  fracas  fol- 
lows in  which  Gorcey  pushes  Halop  from 
a  second-story  window.  The  mishap, 
strangely  enough,  fires  the  latent  better- 
nature  of  Gorcey,  and  from  there  on  he 
begins  his  rise  to  "decency"  and  before 
the  film  is  over  has  become,  through  rescue 
of  Gabriel  Dell  from  a  fire  during  army 
maneuvers,  the  idol  of  the  school.  The 
film  is  box-office  meat  for  the  younger 
generation,  and,  to  boot,  it  will  do  them 
good  to  see  it.  Audiences  generally  will 
like  it  also,  for  it  moves  at  a  rapid  pace 
and  has  copious  human  interest.  Cast  is 
well  chosen;  William  Clements'  direction 
is  firm;  and  photography  by  Arthur  L. 
Todd  is  clear  and  efficient. 

CAST:  Billy  Halop,  Bobby  Jordan,  Huntz 
Hall,  Gabriel  Dell,  Leo  Gorcey,  Bernard 
Punsley,  John  Litel,  Frankie  Thomas,  Cissie 
Loftus,  Selmer  Jackson,  Aldrich  Bowker, 
Douglas  Meins,  William  Gould,  Don 
Douglas. 

CREDITS:  In  Charge  of  Production,  Jack 
L.  Warner;  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B.  Wal- 
lis;  Associate  Producer,  Bryan  Foy;  Direc- 
tor, William  Clemens;  Screenplay,  Charles 
Belden,  Tom  Reed;  Dialogue  Director,  Frank 
Beckwith;  Assistant  Director,  Russ  Saun- 
ders; Cameraman,  Arthur  L.  Todd;  Art  Di- 
rector, Esdras  Hartley;  Editor,  Doug  Gould. 
DIRECTION,  Firm.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Efficient. 


"Elizabeth"  In  Philly  Bow 

Philadelphia — World  Premiere  of 
Warners'  "The  Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex,"  takes  place 
this  morning  at  the  Boyd  Theater. 
First  evening  showing  will  be  con- 
ducted in  typical  Hollywood  style. 


Saxon  With  Art  Craft 

P.  H.  Saxon,  formerly  of  Novelty 
Scenic  Studio,  is  now  associated  with 
Art  Craft  Theater  Equipment  Co. 


"20,000  Men  A  Year" 

with    Randolph    Scott,    Preston    Foster, 

Margaret  Lindsay 

20th-Fox  83  Mins. 

TIMELY  AND  TOPICAL  AIR  STORY 
HAS  GOOD  PUNCH  FOR  GENERAL 
AUDIENCE   CONSUMPTION. 

Flying  and  what  planes  can  do  is  the 
center  of  world-wide  attention  and  this 
timely  release,  based  on  the  plan  of  the 
Civil  Aeronautic's  Authority  to  train  20,- 
000  pilots  a  year,  should  prove  interesting 
to  audiences  in  general.  The  cast  is  more 
than  capable,  with  Randolph  Scott,  flyer 
and  instructor,  Preston  Foster,  CAA  of- 
ficial, Margaret  Lindsay,  Scott's  femme 
interest,  Maxie  Rosenbloom,  a  dumb  me- 
chanic, and  George  Ernest,  aspiring  kid 
flyer,  perfectly  spotted  in  their  roles. 
Director  Alfred  E.  Green  has  given  the 
picture  a  good  pace  and  the  actual  flying 
scenes  have  been  well  worked  into  the 
picture.  The  air  shots  are  as  fine  photog- 
raphy as  you  could  want.  Scott,  grounded 
by  Foster  for  reckless  flying,  is  turned  down 
by  transport  companies  because  of  his  age, 
and  finally  starts  a  flying  school  with 
Maxie  as  his  mechanic.  CAA  works  out 
pilot  training  plan,  and  Foster  designates 
the  college  near  Scott's  field  for  the  flying 
course  in  that  area,  keeping  the  field 
from  going  under,  unknown  to  Scott.  Fos- 
ter's kid  brother,  Robert  Shaw,  is  one  of 
the  students  in  the  class  and  he  is  afraid 
of  flying.  George  Ernest,  Margaret  Lind- 
say's kid  brother,  can't  fly  because  she 
won't  give  him  permission,  but  Scott  lets 
him  work  around  the  field.  Shaw  falls 
behind  the  class  and  Scott  gives  him 
special  instruction.  They  get  in  trouble 
early  one  morning  and  Shaw  bails  out  over 
desolate  country.  Scott  lands  the  ship, 
gets  back  to  the  airport,  and  takes  off 
again  in  another  ship  with  young  Ernest 
in  search  of  Shaw.  They  find  him,  but 
Scott  injures  his  legs.  Ernest  flies  the 
plane  back  with  the  two  injured  men 
and  the  day  is  saved  as  the  authorities 
were   about  to  close  the   course   down. 

CAST:  Randolph  Scott,  Margaret  Lind- 
say, Preston  Foster,  George  Ernest,  Maxie 
Rcsenbloom,  Robert  Shaw,  Mary  Healy, 
Jane  Darwell,  Kane  Richmond,  Douglas 
Wood,  Sen  Yung,  Paul  Stanton,  Tom  Sei- 
del,  Edward  Gargan,  Harry  Tyler,  Sidney 
Miller. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  M.  Wurtzel; 
Director,  Alfred  C.  Green;  Screenplay,  Lou 
Breslow  and  Owen  Francis;  Original  Story, 
Frank  Wead;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Palmer; 
Aerial  Photography,  Charles  Marshall;  Edi- 
tor, Fred  Allen. 


DIRECTION, 
Fine. 


Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY, 


McCarthy  Flying  to  Coast 

Charles  E.  McCarthy,  director  of 
advertising  and  publicity  for  20th- 
Pox,  and  Louis  Shanfield,  art  direc- 
tor, fly  to  the  Coast  today  for  stu- 
dio huddles  on  campaigns  for  three 
new  pix,  "The  Blue  Bird,"  "Day 
Time  Wife"  and  "Swanee  River." 
Herman  Wobber,  general  manager  of 
distribution,  is  at  the  studio  now. 


'Jeepers  Creepers' 

with   Roy   Rogers,  Weaver   Bros,   and   Elviry 
Republic  69  Mins. 

PROGRAMMER  DESIGNED  FOR  BACK- 
WOODS CONSUMPTION  ALL  RIGHT  IN 
THAT  SPHERE. 

Featuring  the  Weaver  Bros,  and  Elviry, 
hillbilly  trio,  along  with  Roy  Rogers,  in 
a  hillbilly  background,  this  picture  will 
probably  be  all  right  for  the  backwoods 
nabes,  but  for  city  and  suburban  houses 
it  does  not  measure  up  as  interesting 
screenfare.  The  story  is  tried  and  true, 
but  bewhiskered  to  its  knees  and  without 
any  unusual  or  novel  twists.  The  Weaver 
Brothers  and  their  feminine  accomplice, 
Elviry,  serve  up  their  hillbilly  songs  and 
accent,  and  Roy  Rogers  sings  in  his  usual 
pleasing  manner.  Maris  Wrixon  makes  an 
attractive  addition  to  the  picture,  and 
Thurston  Hall  and  Lucien  Littlefield  give 
capable  support.  Title  of  the  film  is  ap- 
parently taken  from  the  song  of  the  same 
name  which  is  featured  in  the  picture. 
Story  in  brief  is  as  follows.  Hall,  a 
wealthy  coal  mine  owner,  discovers  there 
is  coal  on  the  property  of  the  Weaver 
family.  Taxes  have  not  been  paid  and  he 
appropriates  the  land,  moves  in  a  crew  of 
roughnecks  and  starts  trouble.  The  na- 
tives rescue  him  when  his  car  overturns 
and  he  relents  in  his  plans,  getting  re- 
ligion. The  natives  move  back  to  their 
homes,  Rogers  makes  up  with  Maris,  and 
Hall  joins  the  church  members  in  their 
songfest.  Lucien  Littlefield  is  a  casualty 
of  the  Hall  invasion  of  the  native's  prop- 
erty. 

CAST:  Leon  Weaver,  Roy  Rogers,  Frank 
Weaver,  Elviry,  Loretta  Weaver,  Maris 
Wrixon,  Billy  Lee,  Lucien  Littlefield, 
Thurston    Hall,  John   Arthur. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Armand 
Schaefer;  Director,  Frank  McDonald;  Orig- 
inal Screenplay,  Dorrell  and  Stuart  Mc- 
Gowan;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Editor, 
Ernest    Nims. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, O.  K. 


"Special  Inspector" 

with    Charles    Quigley,    Rita    Hayworth 
Syndicate  Exchange  53  Mins. 

MELLER  WITH  ABLE  CAST  AND  SUF- 
FICIENT ACTION  O.  K.  AS  NABE  FARE. 

A  hard-working  cast,  sufficient  action 
and  a  well-paced  story  make  this  little 
meller  acceptable  screenfare  for  nabes. 
Story  deals  with  a  smuggling  ring  which 
highjacks  Canadian  fur  shippers  and  then 
sells  the  loot  in  the  U.  S.  Charles  Quigley 
is  convincing  as  the  special  inspector  as- 
signed by  Customs  to  run  down  the  ring. 
Rita  Hayworth  is  attractive  and  able.  George 
McKay  and  a  number  of  other  well  known 
character  players  capably  support  the  prin- 
cipals. Leon  Barsha  gets  credit  for  the 
direction.  Quigley  gets  a  job  as  a  truck 
driver  for  the  firm  which  has  been  most 
consistently  hijacked  by  the  fur  smug- 
glers. He  is  hijacked  his  first  night  out. 
Several  clues  lead  him  to  the  trail  of  the 
thieves,  but  he  unwittingly  overplays  his 
hand  at  the  head  office  of  the   fur  ship- 


*  SHORTS   * 


"The  Day  of  Rest" 
(Robert  Benchley)      fy- 
M-G-M  10  mins. 

First  Rate  Laugh-Getter 

That  unusual  success  which  the 
Bob  Benchley  shorts  have  achieved 
has  been  due  primarily  to  portrayed 
humor  which  is  so  decidedly  on  the 
human  interest  side  that  few  folks 
in  any  audience  have  not  gone 
through  the  experience  or  situation. 
Additionally,  success  is  predicated 
upon  Benchley  himself,  a  master  of 
satire  whose  every  word  and  act  are 
right  down  to  the  public.  "The  Day 
of  Rest"  is  a  typical  Benchley  prod- 
uct,— spiked  with  infectious  humor 
and  laugh-provoking  situations.  This 
time  he  aims  his  barbs  at  the  sur- 
cease which  Sunday  is  supposed  to 
provide,  but  rarely  does.  The  "rest- 
ful" Sunday  he  spends  will  tickle 
and  delight  the  audience,  from  the 
initial  sequences  when  Benchley  is  in 
bed,  on  through  the  distracting  day. 
Exhibs.  who  want  to  send  patrons 
home  in  high  good  humor  should 
book  this  one.  Its  climax  is  good, 
but  more  punch  might  have  been 
added  at  this  point. 


"One  Mother's  Family" 

(An  M-G-M  Cartoon) 

M-G-M  9  mins. 

Loads  of  Laughs 

Filmed  in  Technicolor,  under  the 
production-eye  of  Rudolf  Ising,  here 
is  a  most  amusing  and  well  deline- 
ated cartoon  for  all  ages  of  picture- 
goers.  It  recounts  the  trials  and 
tribulations  which  Mother  Hen  is 
forced  to  undergo  while  promenad- 
ing with  her  brood  of  chicks.  One 
of  the  latter  is  a  problem  child 
whose  lack  of  co-ordination  and  self- 
reliance  present  a  constant  care. 
The  worry  of  Ma  Hen  is  thoroughly 
understandable  when  Runtie  gets 
literally  into  a  rut  while  crossing  a 
highway  and  narrowly  escapes  de- 
struction. But  the  greatest  threat 
to  her  brood's  safety  is  from  the 
air,  where  courses  the  dreaded  hawk 
who  finally  swoops  down,  but  is 
thwarted  by  the  vigilance  of  Ma 
Hen.  There  are  loads  of  laughs 
throughout. 


pers  where  he  is  identified  as  an  agent. 
However,  Quigley  rounds  up  the  smuggling 
ring  in   a  fast  climax. 

CAST:  Charles  Quigley,  Rita  Hayworth, 
George  McKay,  Edgar  Edwards,  John 
Spacey,    Eddie    Laughton. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Kenneth  J.  Bishop; 
Director,  Leon  Barsha;  Screenplay,  Edgar 
Edwards;  Cameraman,  George  Meehan; 
Editor,  William  Austin. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
O.   K. 
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£^e  Quai  Brumes" 

(Port   Of  Shadows) 

with     Jean     Gabin,     Michele     Morgan, 

Michel  Simon 

Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  90  Mins. 

POWERFUL  DRAMATIC  STORY  SUP- 
ERBLY PROJECTED  TO  SCREEN  WITH 
TALENTED   CAST. 

This  new  French  release  is  a  disting- 
uished film  in  every  respect,  taking  rank 
with  the  finest  French  pictures  exhibited 
in  this  country.  Essentially,  it  is  a  bril- 
liant character  study.  The  actors  are  top 
flight  from  principal  roles  to  the  smallest 
bit  parts,  and  the  direction  of  Marcel  Came 
is  incisive  and  deft  in  creating  a  sinister 
atmosphere.  Jean  Gabin  is  excellent  as 
the  deserter  from  the  French  army.  Mich- 
ele Morgan  is  lovely  to  look  at  and  in- 
teresting to  watch  in  her  characterization 
of  the  girl  of  the  port,  and  Michel  Simon 
is  as  sinister  a  villain  as  one  could  want  to 
'see.  Using  the  port  city  of  Le  Havre  as 
the  background,  the  story  is  told  in  direct 
and  concise  form.  Gabin,  a  deserter  from 
the  army,  is  seeking  passage  on  a  boat  to 
escape  the  country.  He  meets  Michele 
and  dreams  of  a  haven  on  some  far  shore 
where  they  will  be  able  to  start  a  new 
life  together.  A  man  dies  and  Gabin  gets 
new  clothes  and  a  new  identity  to  use, 
but  with  an  apparent  reprieve  staring  him 
in  the  face,  fate  deals  him  out  of  the 
game.  In  trying  to  save  Michele  from 
her  guardian,  Simon,  Gabin  falls  before 
a  gangster's  bullet  and  dies.  Certainly, 
not  a  haunting  film  of  laughter  and  love, 
but  just  as  certainly  a  brilliantly  portrayed 
story  that  is  a  welcome  change  in  enter- 
tainment venue.  English  titles  will  ade- 
quately assist  audiences  who  don't  under- 
stand  French. 

CAST:  Jean  Gabin,  Michele  Morgan, 
Michel  Simon,  Pierre  Brasseur,  Perez, 
Gen  in,   Legris,   Delmont,   Aimois,   Le   Vigan. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Gregoire  Rabino- 
vitch;  Director,  Marcel  Carne.  Presented 
at  the  Central  Theater  with  French  dia- 
logue and   English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Mirele  Efros" 

with  Berta  Gersten,  Ruth  Elbaum, 

Michael    Rosenberg 

Credo  Pictures,  Inc.  87  Mins. 

POPULAR  JEWISH  STORY  EFFECTIVE- 
LY PROJECTED  TO  THE  SCREEN  BY  A 
FINE  CAST. 

One  of  the  best  Yiddish  films  to  be  pro- 
duced, this  new  Roman  Rebush  production 
-will  undoubtedly  draw  heavily.  The  story 
is  popular  and  widely  known,  and  it  has 
been  endowed  with  a  first-class  production 
value  according  to  standards  for  production 
of  this  type  of  film.  In  addition,  the  cast 
is  capable  and  hard  working.  Unusual 
also,  is  the  fact  that  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  comedy  in  the  story  to  lighten 
it,  a  marked  change  from  the  usually 
gloomy  and  tearful  Yiddish  pix.  Ruth  Elbaum, 
Berta  Gersten,   Michael   Rosenberg,   Moishe 


Feder,  Paula  Walter,  Jerry  Rosenberg  and 
Sarah  Krohner  handle  the  principal  roles 
ably.  Miss  Gersten  is  particularly  good  in 
the  title  role.  Story  deals  with  Miss  Ger- 
sten's  dominance  of  her  family  as  a  wealthy 
widow.  Her  daughter-in-law,  Ruth  Elbaum, 
schemes  to  get  control  of  the  family  wealth, 
and  when  she  does,  heaps  indignities  on  her 
mother-in-law.  However,  in  due  time  she 
goes  to  Berta  and  pleads  forgiveness  and 
she  returns  to  the  family. 

CAST:  Berta  Gersten,  Ruth  Elbaum, 
Michael  Rosenberg,  Moishe  Feder,  Paula 
Walter,  Jerry  Rosenberg,  Sarah  Krohner, 
Ella  Brouner,  Rubin  Wendroff,  Jacob  Mes- 
tel,  Moishe  Schorr,  Eugene  Sigaloff,  Clara 
Deutchman,   Louis   Brandt. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Roman  Rebush;  Di- 
rector, Josef  Berne.  Presented  at  the 
Cameo  Theater  with  Yiddish  dialogue  and 
English    titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Megvedtem  Egy 
Asszonyt" 

(I   Defended  A. Woman) 

with   Antal   Pager,   Maria   Lazar 

Danubia   Films  76  Mins. 

AMUSING  COMEDY  WITH  CAPABLE 
CAST  IS  ENTERTAINING  SCREENFARE. 

The  Hungarian  audiences  will  be  pleased 
with  this  new  Magyar  production.  It  is 
amusing,  well  paced  and  well  cast.  The 
direction  of  Akos  Ratkonyi  keeps  the  film 
moving,  and  he  keeps  his  characters  well 
in  hand.  Antal  Pager,  Maria  Lazar  and 
Bela  Mihalyffy  headline  the  cast,  which  in- 
cludes a  number  of  other  Hungarian  fav- 
orites. Pager  defends  a  strange  woman, 
Maria  Lazar,  and  unwitting  of  the  circum- 
stances, he  is  named  a  co-respondent  in  a 
divorce  case.  Nobody  believes  his  story 
that  the  woman  is  actually  a  stranger  he 
has  never  seen  before,  and  his  family  press 
him  to  marry  the  divorcee.  He  marries 
Maria  with  an  understanding  that  they  will 
be  divorced  as  soon  as  possible.  However, 
before  the  time  for  the  divorce,  many 
things  have  happened  and  they  stay  mar- 
ried. 

CAST:  Antal  Pager,  Maria  Lazar,  Bela 
Mihalyffy,  Agi  Donat,  Lajos  Boray,  Andor 
Ajtay,    Mariska   Vizvary,    Maszlo   Molnar. 

CREDITS:  Elit  Film  Production;  Director, 
Akos  Ratkonyi.  Presented  at  the  Modern 
Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue  and  no 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Drugct  Mlodosc" 

(Second  Youth) 

with    Witoid    Zacharewicz,    Maria 

Gorczynska 

Polish  American  Film  Co.  91   Mins. 

POOR     STORY     MATERIAL     DEFEATS 

EFFORTS  OF  CAST  IN  TRYING  TO  MAKE 

FILM   ENTERTAINING. 

Athough  Polish  audiences  will  probably 
enjoy  this  picture,  both  for  sentimental 
reasons  and  because  it  is  in  the  Polish 
tongue,  it  fails  to  have  value  for  exhibi- 
tion outside  its  own  sphere.  The  story  is 
trite,  and  it  has  not  been  retold  with  any 
ingenuity.  The  cast  works  hard,  but  some 
of  the  performances  could  be  better.     Plot 


deals  with  the  infidelity  of  a  middle  aged 
v/oman,  who  leaves  her  husband  and  family 
to  live  with  her  young  lover.  Naturally, 
he  tires  of  her  soon  and  she  wanders  around 
pawning  her  jewelry  in  order  to  live.  Finally 
she  makes  one  last  visit  to  her  family, 
planning  suicide  after  she  has  seen  them, 
but  all  is  forgiven. 

CAST:  Maria  Gorczynska,  Witoid  Za- 
charewicz, Junosza  Stepowski,  Mieczyslaw 
Cybulski,  Wlodzimierz  Lozinski,  Mieczy- 
slawa  Cwiklinska,  Elzbieta  Krynska,  Tamara 
Wisniewska,  Wanda  Jarszewska,  P.  Owerlo, 
Stanislaw    Wysocka. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Feniks  Films;  Di- 
rector, Michal  Waszynski.  Presented  at 
the  Miami  Theater  with  Polish  dialogue 
and    English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  O.K. 


"Ho  Perduto  Mio 
Marito" 

(My  Husband  Is  Lost) 
with  Nino  Besozzi,  Paola  Borboni,  Enrico 

Viarisio 
Esperia  Films  86  Mins. 

BREEZY,  SOPHISTICATED  ITALIAN 
COMEDY  HAS  PLENTY  OF  LAUGHS. 

Gay  and  amusing,  this  new  release  will 
vastly  entertain  Italian-American  audiences, 
but  its  scope  must  necessarily  be  limited 
as  there  are  no  English  titles  accompanying 
the  Italian  dialogue.  The  cast  is  able  and 
the  film  has  been  given  an  entertaining 
and  well  paced  script.  Nino  Besozzi,  Paola 
Borboni,  Enrico  Viarisio  and  Nicola  Maldacea 
headline  the  cast.  Miss  Borboni,  in  love 
with  Besozzi,  but  unable  to  get  him  to 
propose,  tricks  him  into  accompanying  her 
on  a  search  for  an  alleged  husband  she  has 
just  married,  but  lost  at  the  train.  Their 
search  for  the  non-existent  husband  takes 
them  to  a  number  of  cities,  with  Besozzi 
finally  realizing  he  is  in  love  with  her.  How- 
ever, it  is  not  until  he  gets  involved  in  a 
duel  that  Paola  confesses  she  has  tricked 
him,  but  everything  is  satisfactorily  worked 
out. 

CAST:  Nino  Besozzi,  Paola  Borboni,  En- 
rico Viarisio,  Vanna  Vanni,  Nicola  Mal- 
dacea, Vittorina  Benvenuti,  Romolo  Costa. 

CREDITS:  Astra  Films  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Giovanni  Cenzato.  Presented  at  the 
Cinecitta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue  and 
no   English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Able.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Gyimesi  Vadvirag" 

(The  Wildflower  of  Gyimes) 

with  Klari  Tolnay,  Zoltan  Greguss 

Hungaria  Pictures,  Inc.  85  Mins. 

MUSICAL  COMEDY  WITH  FINE  MU- 
SICAL SCORE  AND  ABLE  CAST  WILL 
PLEASE    MAGYAR    AUDIENCES. 

Closely  paralelling  a  Hungarian  operetta 
that  was  extremely  popular  with  the  Mag- 
yar races  after  the  World  War,  this  Hun- 
garian release  will  undoubtedly  find  favor 
in  its  own  sphere.  Lack  of  English  titles 
restricts  the  exhibition  value  of  the  film. 
The  music  of  Johann  Sebastian  Bach  is 
delightful.  The  cast,  headed  by  Klari  Tol- 
nay, Zoltan  Greguss,  Jozsef  Timar  and 
Zsoka  Ulvedy  is  extremely  able.  Greguss 
jilts  his  fiancee,  Klari,  on  their  wedding 
day    in    revenge    because    her    father    had 


RADIO  GASH  GIVEAWAY 
SAID  HURTING  FILMS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

are  eligible  for  cash  awards  if  their 
telephone  numbers  are  picked  and 
called  during  the  program. 

Principal  squawks  have  centered 
in  the  Detroit  area,  although  it  is 
reported  that  exhibs.  protests  are  be- 
ing made  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Theater  business  on  Tues- 
day nights  has  been  taking  a  nose- 
dive, showmen  contend,  indicating 
that  prospective  patrons  appear  to 
be  staying  home  in  the  hope  that 
their  numbers  will  be  called. 

"Pot  of  Gold"  is  sponsored  by 
Turns  (Lewis-Howe  Co.),  with  Stack- 
Goble  Advertising  Agency  handling. 
It  is  aired  8:30-9  p.m.  every  Tues- 
day over  NBC's  Red  network.  Give- 
away plan  is  said  to  be  lottery 
proof.  Should  the  winner  be  out, 
he  receives  a  $100  prize,  remaining 
$900  going  into  the  kitty. 


"The  Lion  Has  Wings" 

to  be  UA  Release  Here 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

distributed  in  the  U.  S.  by  United 
Artists  as  a  Korda  pix,  it  was  re- 
ported yesterday. 

Shown  for  the  first  time  in  Lon- 
don on  Monday,  initial  print  of  the 
pix  which  co-stars  Merle  Oberon  and 
Ralph  Richardson  is  expected  here 
within  two  weeks.  Quick  release 
on  this  side  is  planned,  it  is  under- 
stood. 


London  (By  Cable) — British  Gov- 
ernment's war  fund  will  get  half  of 
the  proceeds  from  the  distribution 
of  "The  Lion  Has  Wings,"  it  is  un- 
derstood. 


Blaufox  on  the  Coast 

Jay  David  Blaufox,  writer  and 
authority  on  Aviation,  arrives  in 
Hollywood  today,  to  complete  mag- 
azine and  book  assignments  for 
Eastern  publishers.  Writer  was 
formerly  attached  to  Home  Office 
film  publicity  departments. 

Set  "Seventeen"   Premiere 

World  premiere  of  Paramount's 
"Seventeen,"  adapted  from  the 
story  by  Booth  Tarkingston  and 
starring  Jackie  Cooper  and  Betty 
Field,  will  be  held  in  mid-January 
in  Indianapolis,  home  of  the  author. 

jilted  his  mother  in  the  same  church  years 
before.  Shortly  after  that  Klari  marries 
Timar.  From  there  on  there  are  numerous 
family  mixups  and  squabbles  until  Greguss 
marries  another  girl  with  whom  he  has 
fallen   in    love. 

CAST:  Klari  Tolnay,  Zoltan  Greguss, 
Zsoka  Ulvedy,  Jozsef  Timar,  Ferenc  Ven- 
drey,  Dr.  Zoltan  Hosszu,  Gero  Maly,  Lajos 
Kopecy   Booc,   Gyula  Gozon. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Objectiv  Films; 
Director,  Akos  Rathonyi.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


BEHIND  THIS  MAGNIFICENT  PICTURE 
STAND  MILLIONS  OF  AMERICAN  MOTHERS, 
UNITEDLY  SUPPORTING 
PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELl 
WHO  THUNDERS 


WE  STAY  OUT! 


w 


JUST  THINK  WHAT  THIS  MEANSABOX-OFFICE! 

"GOLD  STAR 

MOTHERS 

A  FOUR  -  STAR  -  SPANGLED  SPECIAL 

POWERFUL  -  TIMELY  -  DRAMATIC 

ENTERTAINMENT 

*    *     *     *  NO.  2  of  YOUR  FOUR-STAR  HIT  PARADE  •     *     *     • 

Original  Screenplay  by  William  A.  Ullman,  Jr. 

Directed  by  SHERMAN  SCOTT,  who  gave  you  Hit  Bio.  1 —  "HITLER — RE  AST  OF  RERLMI%" 


YOUR    ENTERTAINMENT 
HEADQUARTERS 


■ 


EVERY    PICTURE 
AN  ACTION  PICTURE 


PRODUCERS    ■BH  DISTRIBUTING* 


CORPORATION* 


1436  No.  Beachwood  Drive  HOLLYWOOD,  CALIF. 

EXCHANGES   EVERYWHERE! 


21!       W        /iATH        ST 
NYC  2    I    S  T       F  l 


I 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


DO  NOT  REMOVE 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


FDAILY 


VC^76,  NO.  87 


NEW  YORK,  THURSDAY.  NOVEMBER  2,  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


Propose  Increased  U.  S.  Production  in  Great  Britain 

N.  Y.  ALJJED  SETS  UP  MACHINERY  FOR  A  STATE  CODE 

Brandt  Seeking  Reversal  of  D  of  J's  Anti-Code  Stand 


With    Milton   Weisman,   Has 
Date  With  Att'y  General 
-    Murphy  at  11:30 

Request  that  the  Department  of 
Justice  reverse  its  anti-Code  stand 
and  thus  permit  the  resumption  of 
industry  efforts  to  evolve  a  Trade 
Practice  Code  will  be  made  to  At- 
torney General  Frank  Murphy  in 
Washington  this  morning  by  Harry 
Brandt,  ITOA  prexy. 

Brandt,  it  was  disclosed  late  yes- 
terday, has  an  engagement  with  the 
D  of  J's  No.  1  man  at  11:30  o'clock 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

CONN.  ALLIED  TIES  UP 
WITH  NEW  ENG.  GROUP 


New  Haven — Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  voted  to  affiliate  itself 
with  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.  of 
Boston  for  the  purpose  of  strength- 
ening the  position  of  both  units  and 
promoting  co-operation  as  to  in- 
formation   and    assistance    between 

(Continued    on    Page    4) 


Mayor,  Unions  Talk  Plans 

for  Eastern  Production 


Conference  was  held  yesterday  by 
Major  F.  H.  LaGuardia  with  rep- 
resentatives of  union  bodies  on  the 
Scoppa   plan  to   increase   production 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"Elizabeth's"    Record 

Philadelphia — World  premiere  of  War- 
ners' "Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and 
Essex"  here  yesterday  gave  the  2,500- 
seat  Boyd  Theater  its  biggest  biz  since 
sound  came  in,  previously  house  record 
being  exceeded  by  approximately  $400, 
box  office  checkup  late  last  night  estab- 
lished. House,  scaled  at  35-42-68  cents, 
opened  at  9:30  a.m.,  hour  and  a  half 
earlier  than  usual  and  was  filled  in 
40  minutes.  Evening  show  had  gala 
trimmings,  attracting  town's  elite  and 
showmen,  plus  a  Warner  home  office 
delegation  including  Jack  Warner,  Maj. 
Albert  Warner,  Joseph  Bernhard,  Crad 
Sears  and  Charlie  Einfeld.  (Pix  was  re- 
viewed in  THE   FILM  DAILY  Sept.  28.) 


AFM  Tele  Survey  Nearing  Completion 

Television  survey  being  conducted  by  Joseph  N.  Weber,  American  Federation  of 
Musicians'  prexy,  James  Petrillo  and  Harry  Brenton,  executive  board  members,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  within  the  near  future,  it  was  learned  yesterday.  The  three- 
man  committee  is  at  present  studying  the  NBC  and  CBS  setups,  with  report  to  be 
given  to  the  executive  board  as  soon  as  this  phase  of  the   investigation   is  completed. 


Bondy  Defends  RKO,  Atlas  Directors 
on  Underwriting  Agreement  Delay 


Directors  of  the  new  RKO  com- 
pany and  the  Atlas  Corp.,  propon- 
ent of  the  RKO  reorg.  plan,  were  de- 
fended in  Court  yesterday  from  an 
attack  by  dissident  groups  over  the 
delay  in  presenting  a  new  under- 
writing agreement  by  Federal  Judge 
William  Bondy,  who  granted  a  new 
postponement  until  Dec.  5. 

"The  Court  is  satisfied  that  every 
effort  is  being  made  in  good  faith  to 

(Continued 


submit  an  underwriting  agreement," 
Judge  Bondy  said,  after  Richard 
Jones,  attorney  for  Atlas,  explained 
that  the  directors  at  a  meeting  last 
week  had  decided  to  wait  for  the  re- 
turn of  Geroge  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
president,  from  the  Coast  before 
considering  a  new  agreement  to  be 
presented  by  Atlas. 

Jones    stated    that    progress    was 
being    made,    and    that    Atlas    had 

on  Page  5) 


WB  Film  Releases  Set  for  6  Mos.--J.  L  Warner 


Will  Seek  Arnold's  Approval; 

Failing  That,  Will  Set  Up 

Conciliation    Boards 

By   AL   STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — A  Code  of  fair 
trade  practices  for  the  exhibitors  of 
New  York  State  is  the  immediate 
goal  of  New  York  Allied  and  ma- 
chinery for  its  inception  was  set  up 
here  yesterday  at  a  state-wide  meet- 
ing of  the  organization.  Approxi- 
mately 50  members  from  the  various 
units  attended  the  sessions. 

New  York  Allied  plans  to  go  di- 
rect to  Thurman  Arnold  for  his  ap- 
proval of  the  trade  practice  formula 
and,  failing  there,  the  association 
will  establish  permanent  conciliation 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Warner  feature  releases  for  the 
next  six  months  have  been  defi- 
nitely set,  establishing  an  industry 
precedent,  it  was  asserted  by  Jack 
L.  Warner,  company's  production 
chief,  prior  to  his  departure  yester- 
day for  Hollywood,  with  a  Philadel- 
phia  stopover  last  night. 

Studio  exec,  came  East  about  four 
weeks   ago   for  home   office   confer- 

(Continued 


ences.  In  addition  to  discussing  pro- 
duction and  distribution  plans  for 
the  coming  year  with  Grad  L.  Sears, 
sales  chief,  it  is  understood  Warner 
gave  some  attention  to  the  com- 
pany's plans  for  extensive  legit, 
activity. 

Supplementing  already  disclosed 
Warner  releasing  plans,  the  depart- 
ing producer  said  that  company's 
on  Page  8) 


British  Suggest  U.  S.  Companies  Use 
'Frozen  Coin  to  Make  More  U.K.  Pix 


W.  L.  Ainsworth  Elected 
Prexy  of  ITPA  of  Wisconsin 

Milwaukee — W.  L.  Ainsworth,  of 
Fond  DuLac,  was  elected  president 
of  the  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  at  its 
closing  session  at  the  Schroeder  Ho- 
tel here  yesterday.  A.  C.  Guten- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


London  (By  Cable) — Tension  con- 
tinues in  trade  circles  here  since  no 
decision  has  been  reached  by  the 
Government  on  issues  vitally  affect- 
ing film  commerce,  foremost  of 
which  involve  proposed  "freezing"  of 
revenues  derived  from  U.  S.  films; 
the  fate  of  British  production  itself; 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


STATE  ALLIED  TO  WAR 
ON  BUFFALO  BINGO 


Syracuse — New  York  Allied  plans 
to  wage  a  war  against  the  Bingo 
situation  in  Buffalo  where  theaters 
have  been  prohibited  from  operating 
cash  games  but  halls  and  one  the- 
ater operated  by  Ex-Mayor  Schwab 
are  permitted  to  carry  on  with  their 
money  games. 

It  was  pointed  out  at  a  meeting 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

E.  Paul  Phillips  of  Para. 

Killed  in  Auto  Crash 


Wauseca,  Minn.— E.  Paul  Phillips, 
of  Paramount's  real  estate  operation 
department,     was     killed     and    two 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


To  the  Colors 

Detroit — Associated  Theaters  has  di- 
rected all  circuit  houses  to  display  an 
American  flag  of  suitable  size  in  the 
box-office.  Alex  Schreiber,  circuit  head, 
said  that  the  move  results  from  marked 
popularity  of  two  prints  of  the  "Star 
Spangled  Banner"  rotated  between 
houses. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 12%     123,4     12%  —    i/8 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    8  7}4       73/4—     1/4 

Columbia   Picts.   ptd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1 1/4       ll/4       iy4     

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..   10'/8     10         lO'/s  —     '/8 

East.    Kodak    162'/2  161%  162i/2     

do    pfd 

Gen.     Th.     Eq 14y4     13%     14y4  +  l'/4 

Loew's,    Inc 37%     36%     36%—     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    8%       8%       %ifa  -f     % 

Paramount    1st    pfd..   87         86        87+2 
Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9%       9%       9%  —     y4 

Pathe    Film    103/8     10         103/8   4.     % 

RKO     1%       15/8       is/8     

20th    Century-Fox    ..    14%     14i/2     14%     

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24%     24        24       +     1/4 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 43/8       4%       43/8     . . . 

do    pfd 48%     48%     48%  —     % 

NEW   YORK   BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3%s46.100        99%     99%  —     % 

Para.      B'way     3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 %s47 

RKO     6s41      

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  %       1 1/2       1 1/2 

Technicolor     14         13%     13%—     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 8%       8%       8%     ..... 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100y2  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st '46 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty   6s    1st    '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..  66         68 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 61         63 
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Van  Schmus  Again  Heads         Attack  on  Trade  Pacts 

Red  Cross  Drive  Group  Holds  Menace  to  Films 


W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  managing  di- 
rector of  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  has 
accepted  chairmanship  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Group  in  the  Roll  Call 
of  New  York  Chapter,  American  Red 
Cross,  which  starts  on  Armistice 
Day. 

In  an  appeal  to  the  motion  picture 
industry  to  support  the  Red  Cross 
and  New  York  Chapter's  activities, 
Van  Schmus  pointed  out  that  the 
New  York  Chapter  gave  more  than 
war  relief. 

"During  the  past  year,  it  gave 
rehabilitation  aid  to  304  families  of 
Bronx  hurricane  sufferers,"  said 
Van  Schmus.  "It  cared  for  thou- 
sands of  needy  or  disabled  veterans 
and  their  families.  It  trained  thou- 
sands of  citizens  in  first  aid,  life 
saving,  home  care  of  the  sick,  and 
nutrition. 

"Chapter  volunteers  gave  service 
to  14  hospitals;  made  1,244,000  sur- 
gical dressings  and  20,000  relief  gar- 
ments; Brailled  books  for  the  blind; 
distributed  100,000  magazines  to 
hospitals;  provided  Christmas  cheer 
to  4,500  hospitalized  veterans,  and 
gave  other  services.  Help  support 
this  work  by  joining  during  Roll 
Call,  Nov.  11  to  30." 


Ann  Sheridan,  Warners  star,  has 
been  selected  as  this  year's  "Red 
Cross  Girl,"  and  will  appear  in  a 
special  trailer  making  an  appeal  for 
funds  for  the  Annual  Red  Cross  Roll 
Call.  Trailer  will  be  shown  in  the- 
aters throughout  the  country  Nov. 
11-30. 


Virginia   MPTO's  Board 

to  Convene  Wednesday 

Richmond,  Va. — Harold  Wood,  sec- 
retary of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia, 
has  called  a  board  meeting  to  be 
held  here  next  Wednesday.  Mat- 
ters to  be  taken  up  will  include  plans 
for  the  forthcoming  Mid-Winter 
Convention.  Members  of  the  board 
include:  C.  L.  Abercrombie,  Sam 
Bendheim  Jr.,  A.  Julian  Brylawski, 
W.  A.  Byers,  Sam  Craver,  W.  F. 
Crockett,  J.  Frank  Falls,  Sydney 
Gates,  Nat  Glasser,  Leonard  Gordon, 
Elmore  Heins,  A.  E.  Lichtman,  El- 
lison Loth,  A.  Frank  O'Brien,  R.  C. 
Overbey,  Hunter  Perry,  Benjamin 
Pitts,  Frank  Stover,  W.  H.  Rippard, 
Charles  Roth,  Herman  Rubin,  Allen 
Sparrow,  Charles  A.  Somma,  Mor- 
ton G.  Thalhimer,  E.  T.  War- 
ner, I.  Weinberg,  Otto  Wells,  Wil- 
liam  S.  Wilder,  Harold  Wood. 


Brice  Suit  vs.  20th-Fox 

Remanded  to  State  Court 


Chicago  —  Federal  Judge  Charles 
Woodward  remanded  Fanny  Brice's 
damage  suit  against  20th  Century- 
Fox  arising  from  the  film,  "Rose  of 
Washington  Square,"  to  the  state 
courts  yesterday.  It  is  expected 
Judge  John  Lupe,  Superior  Court, 
will  hear  the  case.  Eli  Fink  of  Spitz 
&  Adcock,  plaintiff's  counsel,  says 
the  case  will  proceed  without  fur- 
ther delay. 


Drive  against  Secretary  of  State 
Hull's  reciprocal  trade  agreement 
program,  if  successfully  prosecuted 
during  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
would  seriously  jeopardize  substan- 
tial gains  scored  by  films  over  the 
past  few  years,  particularly  in  the 
instances  of  pacts  with  Latin-Amer- 
ica, it  was  asserted  yesterday. 

It  was  deemed  significant  in  trade 
circles  that  six  Senators,  now  that 
the  Neutrality  Bill  has  gone  to  the 
House,  leveled  a  barrage  of  criticism 
at  the  trade  agreement  program  on 
Tuesday,  relatively  a  few  hours  be- 
fore business  leaders  met  at  the 
Capital  yesterday  to  consider  ways 
and  means  of  further  bolstering 
trade  between  the  U.  S.  and  Latin- 
America.  Government  officials  and 
diplomatic  representatives  of  15 
Latin-American  nations  also  at- 
tended. 

Trade  agreements  involving  films 
are  already  in  effect  with  10  of  the 
21  Pan-American  countries  and  ne- 
gotiations are  pending  for  four  more. 


WB  Files  Particulars  Bill 

in  Tarkington's  Suit 

Bill  of  particulars  was  filed  in  the 
Federal  Court  yesterday  by  War- 
ner Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  in  the  suit 
brought  against  it  by  Booth  Tark- 
ington  for  $100,000  damages  and 
an  injunction  against  the  exhibition 
of  the  film  "Penrod  And  His  Twin 
Brother."  Tarkington  is  claiming 
that  Warners  has  infringed  upon 
his  literary  ownership  to  the  char- 
acter Penrod.  The  bill  of  particu- 
lars claims  among  other  things 
that  Tarkington,  by  his  alleged  fail- 
ure to  protest  after  seeing  the  pic- 
ture, lost  his  right  to  a  suit.  War- 
ners has  interposed  a  counter-claim 
for   $18,750. 


Internat'l  Film  Center's 
1st  Board  Meet  Next  Week 

Initial  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
the  newly  incorporated  International 
Film  Center,  just  granted  a  charter 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  will  be 
held  in  a  week  or  10  days,  it  was 
stated  yesterday. 

Serving  as  directors  until  this 
first  annual  meeting,  following 
which  aims  will  be  outlined,  are  Dr. 
James  T.  Shbtwell,  of  Columbia 
University;  Luther  Gulick,  George 
F.  Zook,  Richard  Walsh  and  Donald 
Slesinger. 


Mich.  Co.-op  Signs  Deals 

with   Metro,  20th-Fox 

Detroit — Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Michigan,  representing  Detroit's 
largest  booking  group,  has  signed 
contracts  with  M-G-M  and  20th 
Fox,  Carl  Buermele,  general  mana- 
ger, disclosed.  Details  of  the  new 
contracts  were  not  disclosed.  This 
makes  four  majors  now  signed  by 
Co-op,  following  previous  contracts 
with  United  Artists  and  Universal. 
Discussion  of  contract  with  RKO 
Radio  is  known  to  be  under  way. 


cominG  fluD  Gome 


JACK  L.  WARNER,  MAJ.  ALBERT  WARNER, 
JOSEPH  BERNHARD,  GRAD  SEARS,  CHARLIE 
EINFELD  and  J.  L.  WARNER,  JR.,  went  to 
Philadelphia  yesterday  for  the  premiere  of  "Eliza- 
beth and  Essex."  Jack  Warner  leaves  Philly 
for    the    Coast    today. 

HARRY  COHN,  Columbia  prexy,  is  (*  Juted 
to   leave   for   Hollywood   today. 

HARRY  BRANDT  and  MILTON  C.  WEISMAN 
are   in   Washington   today. 

HENRY  KOSTER,  director,  arrives  this  morn- 
ing from  the  Coast  via  American  Airlines.  He 
is  accompanied  by  DAN  KELLEY,  Universal  cast- 
ing director. 

SHEPHERD  TRAUBE  left  for  Hollywood  yester- 
day. 

KATE  SMITH  has  arrived  on  the  Coast  for 
the  20th-Fox  "Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  air 
show   tonight. 

MAX  A.  COHEN,  president  of  New  York  Allied, 
and  AL  STEEN,  FILM  DAILY  staff  writer,  re- 
turned   from    Syracuse    last    night. 

NATHAN  GOLDEN  is  here  today  from  Wash- 
ington for  the  AMPA  meeting. 

JOSEPH  I.  BREEN.  MPPDA  exec,  on  the 
Coast,  is  here  for  a  short  visit. 

ARTHUR  WILLI,  head  of  the  RKO  talent  de- 
partment,  is  in   Pittsburgh  on  a   talent  hunt. 

P.  J.  WOLFSON,  producer  and  author,  is 
vacationing  here  after  completing  "Allegheny 
Uprising"    for    RKO. 

NELL  O'DAY,  Warner  player,  has  left  for 
the  Coast. 

CRACIE  FIELDS  is  expected  here  this  month 
from   England. 

CHAS  DE  CRUZ,  editor  of  Heraldo,  Buenos 
Aires  trade  paper,  arrives  here  this  month 
from  Argentina   for  a   tour  of  the  studios. 

JOSEPH  FRIEDMAN,  European  managing  di- 
rector for  Columbia,  accompanied  by  MRS. 
FRIEDMAN,   arrived   on    the   Statendam. 

SIG  SCHLACER  and  CEORGE  GREEN  of  Pro- 
ducers Corp.  of  America  leave  Chicago  tomor- 
row   for   New   York. 

M.  F.  DIGCS.  JR.,  Wilder  Circuit,  Norfolk, 
Virginia;  M.  LOFWcNSTEIN,  Oklahoma  exhib.; 
MISS  ONA  E.  JOHNSON,  Oklahoma  exhib.;  SOL 
DAVIS  Republic  Pictures  Corporation.  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma;  CLARENCE  E.  ROBBINS,  Cape 
Theaters,  Inc.,  Buzzards  Bay,  Massachusetts; 
MRS.  DFSIREE  E.  BALL.  Hollywood,  California; 
MRS.  KATHERINE  SPARKS,  Hollywood  Cali- 
fornia; ALEX  S.  SPARKS,  Hollywood,  Cali- 
fornia; A.  G.  MILLFR.  Lyric  Theater.  Atkinson, 
Nebraska;  MISS  CHARLOTTE  MILLER.  Colorado 
exhib.;  S.  GANDEL.  Lvric  Theater.  Bolivar,  New 
York;  S.  P.  SLOTHNICK  Syracuse  exhib.; 
MARCUS  COHEN,  Lincoln  Amusement  Co.,  Balti- 
more. Maryland-  CARLOS  ROELIA.  "Cine  Cra- 
fice,"  Havana,  Cuba;  A.  E.  ANDREWS.  Em- 
oorium  Theater,  Emporium,  Pa.;  W.  A.  CRA^PER, 
Fgyotian  Theater,  Portland,  Oregon;  L.  DANDE- 
NFAU,  M  &  P  Boston  Theaters,  Rockland, 
Maine;  MISS  BETTY  BEHLEN,  Park  Theater, 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  S.  C.  SUNNESS, 
Jarvis  &  Grant  Theaters,  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
were  visitors  recently  at  the   RKO  Lounge. 


Tom  Murtha  Honored 

Tom  Murtha,  business  agent  of 
Local  4,  stagehands,  Brooklyn,  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Cen- 
tral Trades  and  Labor  Council  of 
New  York  City. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George   Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«uh  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA   STONE         •         TEDDY    HART 

By  Richard   Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


TODAY! 

Special  M-G-M  Flash! 


The  applause  was  deafening! 

CULVER  CITY,  CAL.  A  second  Preview  group  has  returned  to  the  M-G-M 
Studios  confirming  the  exciting  reaction  to  last  week's  sneak  showing 
of  William  Powell  and  Myrna  Loy  in  "ANOTHER  THIN  MAN."  The 
opening  flash  on  the  screen  of  these  two  popular  stars  literally  brought 
down  the  house.  The  applause  was  deafening.  And  now  the  Preview 
Post-Cards  are  pouring  in.  Seldom  have  so  many  been  received  by  the 
Studio.  The  overwhelming  opinion  of  the  fans  is  that  "ANOTHER 
THIN  MAN"  is  the  best  of  the  entire  series. 
Following  immediately  after  the  sensational 
Preview  of  "BALALAIKA"  at  Pomona  and 
in  view  of  M-G-M's  succession  of  hits,  this 
new  triumph  has  set  the  Film  Colony  buzz- 
ing  with  talk.  Out  here  the  tip-off  is  "Watch 
Leo — M-G-M  is  on  the  march!" 


;i 


Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Thin  Man 
have  a 
B-A-B-Y/ 


M-G-M 
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CONN.  ALLIED  TIES  UP 
WITH  NEW  EN6.  GROUP 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

them.  Independent  Exhibitors  is  the 
New  England  Allied  group  headed 
by  Nathan  Yamins,  president  and 
Arthur  K.  Howard,  business  agent. 

The  Connecticut  group  has  recent- 
ly elected  the  following  new  officers: 
president,  A.  M.  Schuman,  vice- 
president,  Charles  L.  Repass,  sec- 
ond vice-president,  Joseph  F.  Reed, 
treasurer,  Barney  Calechman,  ex- 
ecutive secretary,  Lawrence  C.  Cap- 
Ian,  chairman  of  board  of  direc- 
tors, Dr.  J.  B.  Fishman,  and  vice- 
chairman,  Maurice  Shulman. 

A  Boston  field  representative  will 
visit  the  New  Haven  district  in  the 
interests  of  membership. 


Renew  Grand  Jury  Action 
In  Nick,  Weston  Cases 

St.  Louis — In  an  effort  to  bolster 
his  cases  against  John  P.  Nick, 
IATSE  International  vice-president, 
Clyde  A.  Weston,  former  business 
manager  of  Local  143,  operators,  and 
State  Rep.  Edward  M.  Brady,  Cir- 
cuit Attorney  Franklin  Miller  has 
reopened  the  grand  jury  investiga- 
tion into  the  defense  funds  raised 
by  motion  picture  theater  owners 
in  1936  and  1937  at  the  time  when 
the  annual  negotiations  in  regards 
to  a  new  contract  between  the  the- 
aters and  operators  were  under  way. 

The  new  turn  is  probe  of  income 
tax  returns  of  Nick  and  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Clara  Nick  for  1936  and  1937 
and  also  similar  reports  made  by 
Rep.  Brady  and  Weston. 


British  Lion  Net  $17,445; 
Halves  Loan  to  Republic 

London  (By  Cable) — British  Lion's 
financial  report  for  the  year  ending 
March  31  last  gives  a  gross  profit 
of  $429,445  and  a  net  profit  of  $17,- 
445.  Net  for  the  previous  year  was 
$27,495. 

During  the  year,  however,  $375,000 
of  convertible  debenture  stock  was 
redeemed,  and  the  company's  loan 
to  Republic  Pictures  was  cut  in 
half,  the  loan  for  the  period  being 
$115,725. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  2 

Charles  Kenyon 

Mabel  Julienne  Scott 

Terry  Ramsaye 
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with  PHIL  At.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     THE  2 1st  edition   of  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  Year   Book 

on  motion  picture  business  has  been  received at  this  desk 

and  its  contents  noted  with   pleasure  and  profit On   Jan.    1,    1939 

Texas  had  935  theaters operating  with  a  total  capacity   of 

463.024  seats This  would  indicate  that  the  bulk of  the  busi- 
ness is  still  obtained from  the  smaller  houses and  that  means 

neighborhoods  and  villages Wholesome  and  innocuous  film  subjects 

are  in  greatest  demand  in  these  theaters and  critics  of  the 

industry can  study  the  figures with  immediate  enlightenment 

about  policy and  attitudes  of  the  art 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     IN  the  whole  United  States there  are  15,701  theaters 

and  it  is  estimated  that 85,000.000  patrons  march  each  week 

into  the  nation's  cinema  houses 


T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  MOST  of  America's  theaters are  of  a  200-to-500  capa- 
city  the  number  in   this  classification being   7,303 And 

6,474  of  the  theaters are  in  towns  of  2,500  population or  less. 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     IT   becomes   apparent   why the    vogue   for    Westerns 

has   never   died and   why   there   occasionally   are   revivals 

of  the  glamorized  screen  operas Also  obvious  is  why 

such  unsophisticated  screen  product  as  the  Hardy  Family  series 

pours  out  of  Hollywood The  film  industry  usually  is  in  closer  touch 

with  the  box  office than  are  the  critics   who   appraise   the 

films 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  INCLUDED  in  the  publication are  40,637  titles  of  pic- 
tures  that  have  been  released  since  1915 A  fairly  large  per- 
centage  are  different  from  the  original  stories on  which  they 

were  based 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THIS  is  the  season  for  chart  making and  the  Motion 

Picture    Producers    and   Distributors have    prepared    a    manual    of 

information that  also  supplies  interesting  data 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  FOR  instance The  detailed  break-down  of  a  produc- 
tion dollar shows  that  story  preparation and  cost  account  for 

12  per  cent the  director  averages  10  per  cent the  cast  usually 

takes  care  of  20  per  cent Contrary  to  the  natural  assumption 

only  2  per  cent  goes  to  publicity 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  Central  Casting  Corporation provides  informa- 
tion that  should   be   a  lesson for  film   aspirants   and   mothers    of 

"prodigies" In  1938.  the  average  number  of  days worked  by 

each  extra  was  29.77 and  the  average  daily  wage  was  $10.78 

Film  hopefuls  without  contracts readily  discover  that  the  average 

annual  earnings  for  extras  in   1938 was  $320.92 This 

paragraph  should  be  a  warning but  it  won't  be 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     SO  graciously  wrote  Jimmie  Lovell in  the  Dallas 

Times  Herald of  the  FILM  DAILY  Year  Book you're 

now  using It's  reprinted as  a  reminder of  the  wide 

scope  of  the  volume's  contents and  as  a  timely  promise 

that  Jimmie  and  you  "ain't  seen  nothin'  yet" For  the  1940 

edition is  fast  taking  shape And  THERE'S  A  BOOK!  !  1 


«      «      « 


»    »   r 


Thursday,  November  2,  1939 

BRANDT  SEEKS  D  OF  J 
CODE  STAND  REVERSAL 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

this  morning.  Milton  C.  Weisman, 
ITOA  counsel,  accompanied  Brandt 
to  the  Capital.  There  was  expecta- 
tion in  trade  circles  that  Tim  man 
Arnold,  chief  of  the  anti-trus'r  divi- 
sion of  the  Department,  would  sit 
in. 

Brandt,  active  in  the  negotiations 
which  culminated  with  the  submis- 
sion of  a  proposed  Code  draft,  is  the 
first  exhib.  leader  to  personally  ap- 
proach the  Department  of  Justice  in 
behalf  of  the  Code  since  a  Depart- 
mental statement  warned  against  its 
adoption. 

The  Department,  however,  al- 
ready has  before  it  a  resolution 
adopted  by  Allied  of  Michigan  sup- 
porting the  Code  principle  and  fav- 
oring immediate  arbitration  via  the 
system  set  up  in  the  proposed  Code 
cr  a  similar  formula. 


Essex  County  Bingo  Survey 
Follows  C  of  C  Complaint 

Newark  —  Prosecutor  Wachenfeld 
yesterday  ordered  police  chiefs  of 
this  and  other  Essex  County  cities 
and  towns  to  make  a  complete  survey 
and  report  on  Bingo.  The  findings 
will  be  presented  to  the  Grand  Jury 
for  conference  and  recommendations. 
The  action  follows  the  request  from 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
Oranges  and  Maplewood  that  opera- 
tion of  games  for  profit  in  that  area 
be  halted. 

Chamber  President  Schuyler  Har- 
rison declared  attendance  at  these 
games  "absorbs  the  interest  of  pat- 
rons to  such  an  extent  that  other 
recreational  activities  of  a  wholly 
acceptable  character,  such  as  motion 
pictures  are  being  neglected"  and 
that  in  many  instances  bills  for 
merchandise  purchased  locally  are 
left  unpaid. 

Essex  County  has  long  been  re- 
garded as  heart  of  Jersey  "Bingo 
belt"  and  parlor  opposite  Ormont 
Theater  in  East  Orange  is  one  heav- 
ily attended.  Players  follow  a  reg- 
ular circuit  it  was  declared  and  of- 
ten devote  three  or  four  afternoons 
and  like  number  of  evenings  making 
the  rounds. 


Witt  In  Standard  Post 

Appointment  of  Peter  Witt  as  di- 
rector of  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation  for  Standard  Pictures 
Distributing  Co.,  Inc.,  was  made  yes- 
terday by  George  Laganas,  presi- 
dent. Witt  previously  had  been  con- 
nected with  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
20th-Fox. 


Serial  Story 

MPPDA's  board  meeting,  which  had 
been  resumed  at  2:30  p.m.  yesterday 
from  last  Wednesday,  was  again  devoted 
to  a  general  discussion  of  current  prob- 
lems facing  the  industry.  Adjournment 
was  taken  until   next  Wednesday. 
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BONDY  DEFENDS  RKO 
UNDERWRITING  DELAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

offered  to  submit  the  new  agree- 
ment at  the  last  meeting  of  the  RKO 
directorate.  Jones  told  the  Court 
tha^  Schaef  er    would    be    in    New 

Yo. '_  by   the    middle    of   November 

and  that  every  effort  would  be  made 
to  expedite  matters.  Before  the 
next  meeting  will  be  held,  Jones 
continued,  notices  will  be  sent  to 
parties  interested  and  there  is  great 
likelihood  that  a  hearing  will  be 
called  before  Dec.  5. 

An  attack  was  made  by  George 
L.  Schine,  representing  minority 
stockholders,  on  the  delay  of  Atlas, 
and  an  offer  was  made  to  have 
stockholders  subscribe  to  a  loan  if 
Atlas  hesitated  in  coming  forward 
with  a  new  agreement.  Attorneys 
representing  bondholdehs  also  com- 
plained. Judge  Bondy,  in  answer, 
stated  that  if  the  complaining  part- 
ies could  produce  a  better  agree- 
ment he  would  gladly  accept  it  in 
place  of  that  of  Atlas.  In  any 
event,  Judge  Bondy  declared,  he 
would  submit  a  new  plan  for  study 
by  the  directors  of  the  company  since 
they  were  most  qualified  to  pass  on 
its  feasibility. 


Mayor,  Unions  Talk  Plans 

for  Eastern  Production 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
here  to  10  per  cent  of  the  year  total, 
but  no  statement  was  made  follow- 
ing the  huddle  by  any  of  those  at- 
tending other  than  that  there  prob- 
ably would  be  further  meetings. 

Skirball  Nearly  Ready 

to  Start  on  Pix  Here 

Reports  to  the  effect  that  Jack 
Skirball  would  produce  on  the  Coast 
instead  of  at  the  Eastern  Service 
Studios  here  were  scotched  yester- 
day by  Skirball,  who  said  that  he 
had  conferred  with  E-S  execs,  and 
was  all  set  to  go  to  work  here  unless 
some  unanticipated  hitch  develops. 
He  expects  to  return  to  the  Coast 
next  week  to  set  final  details  con- 
nected with  production  of  his  first 
film  here. 


Lou  Phillips  In  Chicago 

Chicago — Lou  Phillips,  Paramount 
attorney,  is  here  from  New  York 
to  confer  with  Kirkland,  Fleming  & 
Green,  company's  Chicago  attorneys, 
on  the  Government's  criminal  con- 
tempt case.  Robert  M.  Goulding  of 
the  Chicago  staff  is  in  New  York  on 
business. 

Counsel  for  Balaban  &  Katz  and 
Paramount  are  busily  engaged  in 
preparing  the  defense  answer  to  the 
Government  brief  recently  filed. 

Simon  Fox  Rites  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
day in  Cleveland  for  Simon  Fox, 
father  of  Sam  and  Harry  Fox  of  the 
Sam  Fox  Publishing  Co.  He  died 
Monday  at  his  Cleveland  home. 


«REVJ6UJS» 

"Nancy  Drew  and  the 
Hidden  Staircase" 

with  Bonita  Granville,  Frankie  Thomas, 

John  Litel 

Warners  60  Mins. 

MURDER  MYSTERY  WITH  PERSON- 
ABLE GRANVILLE-THOMAS  TEAM  GOOD 
NABE  OFFERING. 

Latest  of  the  Nancy  Drew  detective 
stories  to  be  produced  by  Warners,  this 
release  is  equally  as  good  as  its  predeces- 
sors. The  film  is  well  paced,  suspense- 
ful  and  exciting,  making  it  a  good  offer- 
ing for  the  nabes.  Bonita  Granville  is 
highly  capable  as  the  snoopy  young  girl 
and  Frankie  Thomas  once  again  fills  the 
role  of  her  male  accomplice.  The  rest 
of  the  cast  is  adequate,  with  John  Litel 
in  his  usual  role  as  Bonita's  father.  Story 
deals  with  the  efforts  of  a  gang  of  crooks 
to  get  an  estate  away  from  two  aging 
sisters  in  order  to  turn  it  into  a  racetrack. 
The  property  is  willed  by  the  sisters  to  a 
charitable  institution,  but  they  have  to  live 
there  20  years  before  they  can  give  it  away. 
The  gangsters,  led  by  Walter  Gould,  at- 
tempt to  frighten  the  occupants  of  the 
house  into  leaving.  Bonita  and  Frankie 
arrive  on  the  scene,  discover  a  murder  and 
finally  trap  Gould,  who  is  the  murderer, 
and  turn  him  over  to  the  police. 

CAST:  Bonita  Granville,  Frankie  Thomas, 
John  Litel,  Frank  Orth,  Renie  Riano,  Vera 
Lewis,  Louise  Carter,  William  Gould,  George 
Guhl,  John  Ridgely,  De  Wolf  Hopper, 
Creighton  Hale,  Frank  Mayo,  Fred  Tozere, 
Don    Rowan,   Dick    Elliott. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warner  Bros.; 
Director,  William  Clemens;  Original  Screen- 
play, Kenneth  Garnet;  Based  on  stories  by, 
Carolyn  Keene;  Cameraman,  L.  W.  O'Con- 
nell;  Editor,  Louis  Hesse. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Set  'Em  Up" 

(Pete  Smith  Specialty) 

M  G-M  10  mins. 

Fascinating.  Footage 

Again  Pete  Smith  proves  that  it's 
not  necessarily  what  the  subject  is, 
but  how  its  handled.  Despite  the 
popularity  of  bowling  in  the  U.  S., 
there  is  little,  one  might  imagine 
via  snap  judgment,  of  a  spectacular 
nature  which  the  sport  could  supply 
for  a  screen  subject.  But  here  is 
where  the  genius  of  Smith  comes  in, 
for  this  short  is  downright  fascinat- 
ing, and  will  be  heartily  accepted  by 
the  theater  customer,  even  though 
familiarity  with  bowling  is  so  in- 
finitesimal as  to  think  that  a 
"strike"  is  only  a  term  in  fishing, 
and  that  a  "spare"  is  an  extra  auto- 
mobile tire.  Audiences  will  gaze  in 
wonderment  at  the  "trick"  shots  ex- 
ecuted on  the  alleys.  Besides  depict- 
ing the  transcending  skill  of  the 
bowling  gentry  appearing  in  the 
cast,  there  is  much  humor.  Put  this 
down  as  a  "must"  booking. 


There  is  Only  One  . 

YEAR  BOOK  .  . 

In  the  Motion  .  .  . 
Picture  Industry  .  . 
And  That  Has  Been 
Published  by  .  .  . 
The  Film  Daily  .  .  . 
For  the  Past  .... 
Twenty-One  Years 
And  is  Universally 
Recognized  as  the  • 
Standard  Reference 

Book  of 

Motion  Pictures  .    . 
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THEATER 

CHANGES 

Theater  Closings-Openings-New  Houses-Renovations-Ownership  Changes 

A  Nation-wide  Survey  oi  Theater  Conditions  Conducted  Exclusively  for  THE  FILM  DALLY  by                          A* 

Theater  Closings 

ILLINOIS 

Litchfield— Ritz  (7-24-39);  Own- 
er: Frisina  (J.  Dickson)  Poor  busi- 
ness. 

Litchfield— State  (7-4-39);  Own- 
er: McBride;  Poor  business. 

KANSAS 

Manhattan— Dickinson  (7-16-39); 
Owner:  Griffith-Dickinson  Theaters 
Inc.;  Closed  during  summer  lack  of 
business. 

OHIO 

Medina — Princess  (May)  Owner: 
Schine  Circuit;  Circuit  bought  out 
larger  opposition  House. 

Eoveland— Opera  House  (9-30-39); 
Owner:  F.  R.  Crist;  Opening  new 
house. 

UTAH 

Salt  Lake  City— Victory  (7-20- 
39);  Owner:  Intermountain  Theater, 
Inc.;  For  summer  season. 


Theater  Openings 


ARKANSAS 

Des  Arc— Temple,  220  seats  (9- 
20-39);  Owner:  Carl  Christian;  open 
four  days  per  week,  making  two 
changes. 

Pine  Bluff— Vester,  300  seats  (7- 
25-39);  Owner:  P.  K.  Miller;  House 
Manager:  P.  K.  Miller. 

Tuckerman — Tuckerman,  220  seats 
(9-25-39);  Owner:  Carl  Christian; 
open  four  days  per  week,  making 
two  changes. 

IOWA 

Forest  City  —  Forest  (9-23-39); 
House  Manager:  M.  A.  Brown  &  Son, 
Franklin. 

MICHIGAN 

Detroit— Cinema,  seats  800  (very 
shortly);  Owner:  Ira  Kaplan  and 
Mac  Zipperman;  House  Manager — 
same. 

MISSOURI 

Festus— Miller,  600  seats  (9-15- 
39);  Owner:  H.  E.  Miller;  House 
Manager:  H.  E.  Miller;  Previously 
closed  1936. 

OHIO 

Cincinnati — Clover  Nook. 

TEXAS 

El  Campo — Liberty,  200  seats, 
will  open  in  about  1  week;  House 
Manager:  Mr.  Alsabrook. 

Sherman— Texas  (7-20-39);  Own- 
er: R.  &  R.;  House  Manager:  Hard- 
grave. 

UTAH 

Provo — Provo;  Owner:  Intermoun- 
tain Theaters,  Inc.;  House  Manager: 
J.  D.  Branagel. 


Salt  Lake  City — Paramount,  1,500 
seats  (9-29-39);  Owner:  Intermoun- 
tain Theaters,  Inc.;  House  Manager: 
Charles  Pincus;  previously  closed 
6-10-39. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Wheeling— Pike;  300  seats;  Site: 
Pleasant  Valley;  Builder:  Don  J. 
Bepum,  Inc.,  Approximate  Cost: 
$15,000;  Date  Opened:  Friday,  Aug- 
ust  25,    1939. 


New  Theater 
Openings 


IOWA 

Whiting— Whiting,  308  seats  (9- 
22-39);  West  of  Post  Office,  Whittier 
corner;  House  Manager:  Gene  Hop- 
kins. 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Ashley    —   Ash    (9-1-39);    House 
Manager:   C.  H.  Meyer. 
OHIO 

Elmwood — Elmwood,  900  seats  (9- 
20-39),  6109  Vine  St.;  Builder:  Gal- 
ley; House  Manager:  J.  Woods. 

OKLAHOMA 

Jay  —  Ritz,  250  seats,  (Aug., 
1939);  North  side  square;  Builder: 
Several  local  men;  Cost:  $5,U00; 
House  Manager:  W.  H.  Martin. 

Tishomingo — Thompson,  462  seats 
(7-25-39);    Builder:    T.    B.    Cox    & 
Glen   D.   Thompson;    Cost:    $22,000; 
House  Manager:  Ed  Linch. 
VIRGINIA 

Luray— Page;  Main  St.  (5-30-39). 
WYOMING 

Big  Piney — Gaiety,  250  seats  (7- 
8-39;  West  End  Main  St.;  Builder: 
Theater  Supply  Co.;  Cost:  $5,000; 
House  Manager:   Lee  Manvill. 


Theaters  Planned 


ARKANSAS 

Murfreesboro — Menlo,  transferred 
to  Mr.  Alton  Terrell  by  Mrs.  Caro- 
lyn C.  Lewis. 

KANSAS 

Great  Bend  —  Dickinson,  trans- 
ferred to  Commonwealth  by  Griffith- 
uickinson;  House  Manager:  Lloyd 
Morris. 

Monhattan — Wareham,  Transferred 
to  Griffith-Dickinson  Theaters,  Inc., 
by  Wareham-Commonwealth,  Inc.; 
House  Manager:  Harry  K.  Ware- 
ham. 

OHIO 

Eaton — 525  seats;  Site:  East  Main 
St.;  Builder:  F  &  Y  Construction 
Co.;  Approximate  Cost:  $52,000; 
Operator:    Rader   Bros.,   Inc. 

Medina— New  Medina,  transferred 
to  Schine  Circuit  by  Associated  Cir- 
cuit. 


OKLAHOMA 

Grove — Grove;  500  seats;  Site: 
E.  Main  Street;  Builder:  Clay  Babb; 
Approximate  Cost:  $10,000;  Opera- 
tor: Richard  Fryer;  Opening  plan- 
ned August  6,  1939. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Hudson — 350  seats;  Site:  Main 
Street,  South  of  P.  O.;  Builder: 
Marvin  Rogness;  Open  about  Octo- 
ber 10,  1939. 

VIRGINIA 

Danville — New,  800  seats,  Union 
St.;  Builder:  Danville  Enterprises 
Corp.;   Cost:   $20,000  to  $30,000. 

Newport  News — Wythe;  577  seats; 
Site:  Wythe  Place;  Builder:  Leon- 
ard &  Julian  Gordan;  Architect: 
Williams,  Coilb  &  Pipino;  Opera- 
tor: Indian  River  Amusement  Corp. 


Theaters  Under 
Construction 


Renovations 
Planned 


ALABAMA 

Prichard  —  Prichard;   Work  Plan- 
ned:  Front   of   theater  to  be   reno- 
vated,   95    of   the   best   upholstered 
seats  already  placed  in  the  balcony. 
CONNECTICUT 

Deep  River  —  Deep  River;  Work 
Planned:  Complete  renovation;  Own- 
er: Essex  Square  Theater,  Inc.;  Date 
to  be  completed  10-15-39. 
ILLINOIS 

Milford — Majestic. 

E.  Moline — Majestic;  Work  Plan- 
ned: New  front  porcelain  canopy, 
neon  and  electric  bulb  lighting; 
Owner:  Carpentier  Bros.;  To  be 
completed  next  10  days. 
MINNESOTA 

Tracy — New,   600   seats;    Builder: 
Jack     O'Brien;     Architect:     Ed     F. 
Wirtz;   Operator:  Jack  O'Brien. 
NORTH  CAROLINA 

Roanoke  Rapids — Royal;  Owner: 
General  Amusement;  To  be  com- 
pleted soon. 

OHIO 

Cleveland — Yale;  Work  Planned: 
Enlarge  from  735  to  925  seats; 
Owner:  T.  Veomes;  date  to  be  com- 
pleted 10-1-39. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Philadelphia— Studio;  Work  Plan- 
ned: New  Lounges,  40  additional 
seats,  new  rugs,  new  lobby;  Owner: 
William  Goldberg;  Date  to  be  com- 
pleted: September  7th,  1939. 
TEXAS 

Bay    City— Colonial;    Work   Plan- 
ned: All  being  done  over  except  the 
walls;   Owner:  Long-Griffith;  To  be 
completed  about  3  months. 
WEST  VIRGINIA 

Parkersburg— Parker;  500  seats; 
Market  St.;  Operator:  Mrs.  Rose 
Thomas. 


ILLINOIS 

Watseka— Little;  Builder:  A.  B. 
McCollum. 

LOUISIANA 

Mansfield — New,  350  seats,  Polk 
St.;  Builder:  M.  W.  McDonald;  Cost: 
$7,000;  Operator:  J.  Wilton  Smith 
(Owner)  to  be  completed  from  30 
to  60  days. 

MISSOURI 

Maryville — Tivoli,  700  seats;  117 
West  3rd  St.;  Cost:  $80,000;  Oper- 
ator: C.  E.  "Doc"  Cook;  To  be  com- 
pleted about  Sept.  17th. 

OHIO 

Eaton — New,  500  seats;  Barron 
and  Somers  St.;  Operator:  Si  James; 
To  be  completed  in  30  days. 

Elmwood — Elmwood;  900  seats; 
Site:  6107  Vine  St.;  Date  to  be 
completed:    Early  in   September. 

Loveland — Crist,  475  seats,  2nd 
St.;  Operator:  F.  R.  Crist;  To  be 
completed  10-1-39. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Altoona — Rivoli,  about  600  seats; 
Logan  Ave  and  Burgoon  St.;  Build- 
er: Ray  Allison;  Architect:  Marsh; 
Operator:  Ray  Allison;  To  be  com- 
pleted 11-1-39. 


Change  in 
Ownership 


IOWA 

Lake  Mills — Mills;  Transferred  to 
Thompson,  owner  Tonna  Theater, 
Owatonna,  Minn.,  by  Floyd  Fether 
huff. 

MICHIGAN 

Berrien  Springs — Our:  Trans 
ferred  to  William  S.   Roberts. 

Detroit — Strand;     Transferred    to  j 
William    Schulte. 

Hartford — Heart  (Formerly  State) ; 
Transferred  to  Fred  Penell. 

OHIO 

Sylvania — Sylvanian;    Transferred 
to  Earnest  Walters  by  Paul  Pontious 
Present    House    Manager:     Richard 
Campbell. 

WISCONSIN 

Green  Bay — Grand,  transferred  tc  in 
Standard    Theaters    Co.    by   George 
Hannon. 

Greenwood — Parkway,  transferred 
to  Elizabeth  Kenyon  by  W.  A.  Pot- 
ter; House  Manager:  Lloyd  Kenyon. 

Watertown — Savoy,  transferred  t( 
Oscar  Baumann  by  H.  Perlewitz  & 
S.  Ozonoff;  House  Manager:  O 
Baumann. 
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PROPOSE  INCREASED 
U.  S.  PROD'N  IN  U.  K. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

what  disposition  will  be  made  of 
quotas  provided  for  in  the  Films 
lActt.md  the  serious  effect  any  Hol- 
llyvi^d  retrenchment  in  film-making 
would  have  on  Britain. 

Extensive  negotiating  already  has 
marked  the  U.  S. -British  tangle 
growing  out  of  proposed  monetary 
restrictions.  Treasury  officials  are 
said  originally  to  have  suggested 
that  only  20  per  cent  of  the  sum 
returned  to  America  in  normal  times 
be  permitted  to  leave  England  dur- 
ing the  war.  This  percentage  would 
amount  to  approximately  $6,000,000. 
50  Per  Cent  Remittance  Sought 
American  opposition,  it  is  under- 
stood, led  to  a  second  British  pro- 
posal which  made  the  suggested  re- 
mittance figure  about  33  1-3  per 
cent.  American  interests  again  de- 
murred, it  is  said,  asking  for  up- 
I  wards  of  50  per  cent.  Such,  at  least, 
is  report  in  the  trade;  officially,  there 
is  strict  silence,  and  no  hint  as  to 
when  a  decision  will  come. 

Pending  settlement  of  this  prob- 
lem, which  is  regarded  as  the  crux 
[of  a  generally  involved  situation,  a 
plan,    aimed    at    preserving    British 
.production  and  assuring  stability  of 
|  exhibition,  is  taking  shape  here.    In 
brief,    it    calls    for    modification    of 
.the  auota  to  eliminate  entirelv  pro- 
duction of  pictures  in  lower  brack- 
'ets.   with    U.    S.    companies   instead 
making     only     multiple-credit     fea- 
tures  on  this    side. 

Such  a  move,  it  is  asserted,  would 
greatly  aid  the  American  companies. 
;  and,  what  is  regarded  as  even  more 
-  important,  would  assure  a  supply 
of  quality  pictures  for  British  cine- 
mas. Further,  it  would  tend  to  spur 
production  here  generally. 

See  Profits  for  U.   S.  Firms 

Proponents  of  the  plan  point  out 
that  recent  British-made  pix  have 
clicked  readily  not  only  in  the  States 
but  in  the  world  market,  and  that 
U.  S.  companies  would  find  it  highlv 
profitable  to  use  any  sums  "frozen" 
here  for  production.  British  earn- 
ings "frozen"  could  be  plowed  back 
into  increased  production,  while  U. 
S.  and  world  rentals  largely  would 
go  on  the  profit  side.  Such,  at  least, 
is  the  theory.  It  is  expected  that 
nothing  will  be  done  about  the  quota 
however,  until  the  revenue  with- 
drawal problem   is  settled. 

One  of  the  strange  paradoxes 
which  the  war  has  brought  about, 
is  the  tremendous  present  solicitude 
of  the  trade  here  with  regard  to 
Hollywood  product.  There  is  undis- 
guised fear  that,  with  revenue  from 
the  British  mart  dropping  from  the 
normal  annually  obtained  by  U.  S. 
interests,  Hollywood  may  atempt  a 
slash  of  its  prdouction  budgets  and 
schedules.  Such  a  step  would,  it 
is  held,  be  a  major  blow  to  the 
British  trade,  placing  it  face  to  face 
with  a  serious  product  shortage  and 
perhaps  a  marked  diminishing  _  of 
quality  attractions.      Hence,  exhibi- 


Studio  News  Flashes  Off  Coast  Wires 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— Highlights  of  the  day's  studio  news:  Metro  has  signed  Irina  Baronova, 
Ballet  Russe  ballerina,  for  Winnie  Sheehan's  "Florian"  .  .  .  Jack  Chertok's  first  feature 
for  Metro  will  be  "Our  Home  Town,"  original  by  William  Ullman,  Jr.  .  .  .  Metro  has 
acquired  pix  rights  to  "Cathleen,"  Kay  Van  Ripper  original  .  .  .  Joel  McCrea  will  co- 
star  with  Cinger  Rogers  in  RKO's  "The  Primrose  Path"  .  .  .  Warners  have  puchased 
screen  rights  to  Polan  Banks'  "January  Heights"  for  Miriam  Hopkins  .  .  .  Warners 
will  start  Teddy  Roosevelt  and  His  Rough  Riders,"  historical  featuret,  Nov.  14  .  .  . 
Arthur  Hornblow,  Jr.,  will  film  a  considerable  part  of  "Memo  to  a  Movie  Producer" 
in    Mexico    .    .    .    Para,    has   given    a    new   contract   to    Susanna    Foster,    child    soprano. 


SHAKEUP  MAY  ALTER 
ITALY'S  PIX  POLICY 


W.  L.  Ainsworth  Elected  Capra  Pix  18th  to  Stay 

Prexy  of  ITPA  of  Wisconsin  Over  Two  at  Music  Hall 
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berg,  Harold  Mirisch,  both  of  Mil- 
waukee, were  named  vice-president 
and  treasurer  respectively;  Max 
Krofta,   of   Racine,  is   secretary. 

Directors,  besides  officers,  are: 
William  Smith,  of  Menominie;  Ross 
Baldwin  of  Milwaukee;  August 
Berkholtz  of  West  Bend;  Ben  Mar- 
cus of  Ripon;  J.  P.  Adler  of  Marsh- 
field.  Membership  committee  named 
consists  of  Marcus,  Ainsworth,  Burt 
Nathan  and  Charles  Trampe,  both 
of  Milwaukee;  A.  T.  Desormeaux  of 
Madison. 

Theme  of  the  convention  was  the 
establishment  of  a  strong  indepen- 
dent organization  to  combat  any  tax 
measures  affecting  the  industry 
which  might  be  presented  at  a  pos- 
sible special  session  of  the  State 
Legislature. 


Wolff  Ass'n   to   Dine 

The  annual  installation  dinner 
and  dance  of  the  Max  Wolff  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  Wed.  eve.,  Nov. 
22,  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  Max 
Wolff  is  Asst.  Purchasing  Agent  of 
Loew's,  Inc. 


tion  interests  are  strongly  support- 
ing U.  S.  interests. 

Britain  Recognizes  Need 
of  Films,  Asserts  Kamen 

Great  Britain  will  "bend  over 
backwards"  to  assure  the  exhibi- 
tion of  films  there  as  a  measure  of 
public  welfare  and  the  sustaining  of 
morale  during  the  war,  and  hence 
U.  S.  pix  will  continue  to  be  in  de- 
mand as  long  as  North  Atlantic  ship- 
ning  lanes  are  controlled  by  the 
British  and  French  navies,  it  is  as- 
serted by  George  Kamen,  who  re- 
cently returned  here  from  London. 

Kamen  in  association  with  the  Kay 
Kamen  organization  was  an  im- 
portant contributor  to  merchandis- 
ing success  of  Walt  Disney  char- 
acter reproductions  in  the  U.K.  Such 
novelty  merchandise  is  expected  to 
suffer  as  long  as  the  war  lasts,  ac- 
cording to  Kamen,  "for  if  it  comes 
down  to  guns  or  gadgets,  guns  will 
get  the   call." 

Kamen  sees  the  U.  S.  as  a  tre- 
mendous potential  market  for  store 
merchandise  and  novelties  asso- 
ciated with  pix  characters.  Pointing 
cut  that  thus  far  most  of  the  novel- 
ties and  gadgets  have  been  manu- 
factured to  represent  cartoon  char- 
acters, he  holds  correspondingly 
profitable  results  would  stem  from 
similar  reproductions  of  "flesh"  film 
stars. 


Entering  its  third  week  today  at 
the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  the  Co- 
lumbia-Capra  attraction,  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  To  Washington,"  is  the  18th 
feature  to  be  accorded  more  than 
two  weeks'  playing  time  at  that 
house  since  it  opened.  It  also  be- 
comes the  third  Columbia  picture 
to  win  a  third  week  at  the  Music 
Hall,  and  the  second  Capra  opus, — 
"You  Can't  Take  It  With  You"  hav- 
ing been  held  over  for  a  third  week 
there  in  1938. 

Of  the  18  "multiple-week"  attrac- 
tions, RKO  Radio  has  had  9;  UA, 
5;  Columbia,  3,  as  stated;  and  War- 
ners, 1.  The  extended  playing  time 
record,  and  one  which  has  never 
been  matched,  is  held  by  RKO-Dis- 
ney's,  "Snow  White  And  The  Seven 
Dwarfs,"  which  ran  for  five  weeks 
in  1938. 

The  list  of  the  "multiple-week" 
features  comprises:  "Little  Women," 
PKO,  1933;  "Love  Me  Forever,"  Co- 
lumbia, and  "Top  Hat,"  RKO.  1935; 
"Follow  The  Fleet,"  "Mary  Of  Scot- 
land" and  "Swing  Time,"  all  RKO 
pix,  1936;  "A  Star  Is  Born,"  "Pris- 
oner Of  Zenda"  and  "Nothing  Sac- 
red," all  UA-Selznick  attractions, 
and  "Stage  Door,"  RKO,  1937; 
"Snow  White  And  The  Seven 
Dwarfs,"  RKO-Disney,  "Marco  Po- 
lo," UA-Goldwyn,  "Algiers,"  UA- 
Wanger,  "Robin  Hood,"  Warners, 
and  "You  Can't  Take  It  With  You," 
Columbia-Capra,  1938;  "Gunga  Din" 
and  "Story  Of  Vernon  And  Irene 
Castle."  both  RKO  pictures,  and 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  To  Washington," 
Columbia-Capra,  1939,  to  date. 


Phil  Smith  Planning  Six 

More  Drive-in  Theaters 


Boston — Phil  Smith,  local  circuit 
operator,  now  operating  nine  New 
England  theaters  and  Drive-Ins  at 
Detroit  and  Cleveland,  plans  to  es- 
tablish six  more  Drive-Ins  early 
next  year  in  widely  separated  sec- 
tions of  the  country.  Smith  will 
equip  the  new  theaters  with  RCA 
Photophone. 


To   Produce  at  Placid 

Arthur  Leonard  and  George  Wal- 
bridge,  the  producing  combination 
of  Lenwal  Productions,  Inc.,  will 
shoot  their  next  picture  in  and 
around  Lake  Placid  in  late  Decem- 
ber. "Pocomania,"  recently  com- 
pleted in  Jamaica,  B.  W.  I.,  will  be 
released  late  this  month. 


Rome  (By  Cable) — Opinion  pri- 
vately expressed  here  in  the  wake  of 
the  sweeping  realignment  of  Italy's 
Cabinet  by  Premier  Mussolini  who 
swept  out  six  cabinet  ministers, 
the  chiefs  of  staff  of  the  army  and 
air  force,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
Fascist  party,  is  that  while  the 
move  is  essentially  political,  never- 
theless it  has  economic  aspects. 

One  of  these  is  said  to  involve  a 
possible  reverting  to  film  trade  poli- 
cies as  they  existed  prior  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  government's 
monopolistic  film  bureau,  ENIC. 
This  is  held  to  be  a  plausible  con- 
clusion since  Alessandro  Pavolini 
becomes  the  new  Minister  of  Popu- 
lar Culture  (Propaganda),  and  Raf- 
faelo  Riccardi  the  new  Minister  of 
Trade. 


UA  Ties  In  Three  Pix 

With  National  Book  Week 


Country-wide  co-op  tie-ups  among 
public  libraries,  book  and  department 
stores,  book  publishers  and  UA  for 
the  exploitation  of  three  forthcom- 
ing releases,  adapted  from  current 
best  sellers,  have  been  arranged  as 
an  integral  part  of  National  Book 
Week  observance  from   Nov.   12-18. 

The  campaign  will  be  based  on 
Daphne  Du  Maurier's  "Rebecca," 
which  is  being  produced  by  David  O. 
Selznick;  John  Steinbeck's  "Of  Mice 
and  Men,"  which  Hal  Roach  has 
filmed,  and  Howard  Spring's  "My 
Son,  My  Son,"  now  being  put  before 
the  cameras  by  Edward  Small. 


"Drums"  Premiere  Tonight 

Multiple  premiere  of  "Drums 
Along  The  Mohawk,"  new  20th-Fox 
special,  takes  place  tonight  in  Utica, 
Albany,  Amsterdam,  Gloversville  and 
Schenectady,  with  a  group  of  play- 
ers from  the  studio  making  per- 
sonal appearances  in  all  the  houses. 
Film  opens  tomorrow  at  the  Roxy. 
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boards    in     Syracuse,    Buffalo     and 
other  principal  cities. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by 
President  Max  A.  Cohen  to  meet 
"as  soon  as  practicable"  with  dis- 
tributor representatives  with  whom 
they  hope  to  work  out  and  agree 
upon  a  Code  of  fair  trade  practices. 
This  committee  includes  Ray  Pash- 
ley,  Mitchell  Conery,  Sidney  Gross- 
man, Rap  Merriman,  Herman  Lor- 
rence  and  Max  A.  Cohen,  the  latter 
acting  in  an  ex-officio  capacity. 

Still  Favors  Equity   Suit 

An  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
pointing  out  that  members  of  New 
York  Allied  were  still  in  favor  of 
the  Government  suit  despite  the 
move  for  a  trade  practice  agreement, 
was  proposed  by  Mitchell  Conery 
and  passed  by  the  assemblage. 

A  New  York  State  Code  was  pro- 
posed shortly  after  rejection  by  na- 
tional Allied  and  the  Department  of 
Justice  of  the  distributors'  Code.  The 
idea  lay  dormant  during  the  recent 
internal  controversy  of  the  state  unit 
but  the  members  now  are  determined 
to  carry  their  plan  through  to  com- 
pletion. 

Cohen  told  the  delegates  that  he 
believed  Arnold  had  been  misin- 
formed or  badly  advised  in  regard 
to  the  Code.  He  said  he  did  not  be- 
lieve Arnold  purposely  meant  to  in- 
jure independent  exhibitors  by  turn- 
ing thumbs  down  on  the  distribu- 
tors' Code,  and  that  the  assistant  at- 
torney general  should  be  advised  of 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  inde- 
pendents. 

Unit  Solidly  Behind  Cohen 

Yesterday's  meeting  brought  out 
convincingly  that  the  New  York  unit 
was  solidly  behind  Cohen,  even 
though  it  has  appeared  in  the  past 
that  the  membership  was  split  over 
the  question  of  becoming  affiliated 
with  national  Allied.  Abe  Stone  of 
Albany,  who  was  believed  by  some  to 
have  had  a  leaning  towards  the  na- 
tional body,  proposed  that  the  New 
York  organization  line  up  with  Cohen 
in  the  development  of  a  strong  state 
unit.  The  entire  meeting  pledged  its 
support  to  the  association's  presi- 
dent. 

Cohen  asserted  that  the  recent 
controversy  had  retarded  the  pro- 
gress of  the  unit,  both  physically 
and  financially,  and  urged  that   all 


Double  Talk 

Newark,  N.  J. — Observers  of  the  mar- 
quee on  one  of  this  city's  neighborhood 
houses  wondered  if  they  were  seeing 
something  new  in  double  talk.  The 
sign    read: 

"Coming    Tomorrow — 
'When   Tomorrow   Comes'." 


FBI  Seeks  to  Avert  Crisis         CTATC  Al    IPQ  TO  WAR 
in  Brit.  Educational  Films  0  I  H I L  HLLILU 


Parallel 

Wilmington,  Del. — Crowds  at  Loew's 
Theater  here  to  see  M-G-M's  "Babes  in 
Arms"  were  made  the  subject  of  a  ser- 
mon on  "Purgatory  and  Heaven"  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Francis  Tucker  at  St.  Anthony's 
Church.  Priest  likened  the  lobby  wait 
to  a  stay  in  purgatory,  progress  toward 
the  auditorium  doors  symbolizing  the  re- 
ward for  repentance  and  entrance  into 
the  auditorium  representing  passage 
through  the  Pearly  Gates,  not  forgetting 
the  chief  of  service's  role  in  opening 
the  portals. 


British  Studios  Kept  Idle 

by  Trivial  Restrictions 

London  (By  Cable) — British  stu- 
dios are  ready  to  go  ahead  with  pro- 
duction— have  the  space,  the  facili- 
ties and  the  personnel  to  produce  a 
maximum  of  200  features  a  year — 
according  to  a  communication  of  the 
British  Film  Production  Association 
to  Oliver  Stanley,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  but  are  prevented 
from  "shooting"  by  minor  restric- 
tions which  hold  up  supplies  and  stop 
production  completely. 

The  BFPA  states  in  its  communi- 
cation that  the  British  Ass'n  of  Film 
Directors,  the  Screen  Writers'  Ass'n 
and  NATKE  authorize  the  statement 
that  not  only  is  sufficient  person- 
nel available,  but  that  there  is  acute 
unemployment  among  all  sections 
dependent  upon  British  film  produc- 
tion. 

Letter  also  urges  Stanley  to  make 
an  early  statement  that  the  Quota 
Act  is  in  force,  and  will  remain  in 
force,  so  that  production  may  be 
evenly  divided  over  the  six-month 
periods  into  which  the  Quota  is  di- 
vided. 


"First  Love,"  New  Durbin 

Pix,  In  Miami  Debut 

Miami — After  hurried  last-minute 
telephone  and  telegraph  negotiation 
with  Universal,  the  Wometco  Chain 
here  has  arranged  to  hold  the  world's 
premiere  of  the  new  Deanna  Durbin 
pix,  "First  Love,"  at  the  Lincoln 
Theater,  Miami  Beach,  today.  Show- 
ing is  being  billed  as  "world's  first," 
but  since  the  Winter  season  is  not 
in  full  swing  here  yet,  no  advance 
sale  or  "world  premiere"  build-up  is 
being  used. 


London  (By  Cable) — In  an  attempt 
to  avert  threatened  crisis  and  dis- 
organization in  British  educational 
films,  precipitated  by  the  war,  the 
British  Film  Institute  has  formu- 
lated three  programs  on  which  pre- 
liminary work  is  already  in  prog- 
ress. 

Mobile  cinema  units  under  the 
charge  of  a  qualified  teacher  are  giv- 
ing VA  hour  programs  of  sub-stand- 
ard films  to  school  children  in  20 
areas  in  Scotland  out  of  reach  of 
normal  cinemas.  In  England  a  move 
has  been  started  to  pool  the  1,800- 
sub-standard  projectors  and  spread 
them  evenly  over  reception  and  some 
neutral  areas.  Arrangements  also 
are  under  way  to  book  educational 
programs  for  teachers  who,  under 
present  conditions,  have  little  or  no 
time  to  devote  to  such  bookings. 


Bob  O'Donohue   Promoted 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.— Bob  O'Dono- 
hue, publicist  at  the  Worth  Theater 
for  the  past  two  years,  has  been 
named  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  the  nine  Interstate  the- 
aters in  Fort  Worth  and  Arlington, 
by  Frank  Weatherford,  new  city 
manager  for  Interstate  theaters 
here.  Previously,  each  theater  han- 
dled its  own  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing. Harold  Eppes,  treasurer  at  the 
Worth,  will  be  O'Donohue's  assis- 
tant. Howard  Yarbrough  succeeds 
at  the  Worth. 


Feld  Funeral  Held 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Heinrich  Feld,  72, 
father  of  Fritz  Feld,  stage  and 
screen  actor,  and  Rudy  Feld,  art  di- 
rector. Interment  was  in  Beth  Olam 
Cemetery. 

It's  Captain  Oldfield 

Lincoln,  Neb. — It's  Capt.  Barney 
Oldfield  now.  Sunday  Journal  and 
Star  Theater  editor  and  KFOR  radio 
commentator  on  Hollywood  doings 
was  promoted  this  month. 


"get  back  to  work."  A  finance  com- 
mittee to  restore  the  organization's 
financial  structure  was  appointed, 
the  group  to  consist  of  Thomas  De 
Lorenzo,  Irving  Sherman  and  Mark 
Finkelstein. 

Against  Adding  "Super-Supers" 

A  resolution  condemning  the  prac- 
tice of  distributors  in  adding  so- 
called  "super-supers"  to  an  already 
announced  program  was  passed.  The 
resolution  read:  "Resolved  that  this 
organization  is  opposed  to  the  prac- 
tice of  distributors  (in  the  classify- 
ing of  pictures)  of  classifying  pic- 
tures above  the  Class  A  group,  it 
being  the  consensus  and  accepted 
formula  that  A  represents  the  best 
production  from  any  standpoint." 

A  definite  and  official  stand  on  the 
Neely  Bill  was  deferred  until  after 
the  Code  committee  had  discussed 
matters  with  the  distributors  and 
Thurman  Arnold. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting, 


Cohen  asserted  that  the  recent  in- 
ternal controversy  had  strengthened 
New  York  Allied  in  the  long  run  and 
predicted  that  the  unit  would  be  the 
strongest  group  of  independent  ex- 
hibitors in  the  U.  S. 

Election  of  officers  will  be  held  at 
the  next  state-wide  meeting  to  be 
called  shortly  by  Cohen. 

Ed  Souhami  Elected  Counsel, 
Field  Rep.  for  N.  Y.  Allied 

Syracuse — Ed  Souhami  yesterday 
was  elected  counsel  and  field  repre- 
sentative for  New  York  Allied  at 
the  state  meeting  here  at  the  Hotel 
Syracuse.  Souhami,  an  attorney,  for 
many  years  was  associated  with 
Harry  Kosch,  former  counsel,  who 
had  to  retire  because  of  ill  health. 

Souhami  will  act  in  the  dual  ca- 
pacity of  field  contact  man  and  at- 
torney, working  with  the  individual 
units  and  attending  their  meetings 
whenever  possible. 


WB  Feature  Releases  Set 
for  6  Months — J.  L.  Warner 
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lineup  for  February  would  be  top- 
ped bv  "The  Fighting:  69th"  with 
"Years    Without    Days"    also    set. 

Outstanding  Warner  March  re- 
leases will  be  "We  Shall  Meet 
Again,"  with  Merle  Oberon  starred 
opposite  George  Brent  and  Pat 
O'Brien,  and  "Virginia  City,"  star- 
ring Errol  Flynn  and  Miriam  Hop- 
kins. Former  goes  into  production 
shortly;  latter  is  already  shooting. 


E.  Paul  Phillips  of  Para. 

Killed  in  Auto  Crash 


ON  BUFFALO  BINGO  j 
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of  New  York  Allied  members  here 
yesterday  that  the  Gayety  Theater, 
which  long  had  been  closed,  had  been 
opened  by  the  former  mayoA  >ri- 
marily  as  a  Bingo  house,  wit.,  pic- 
tures shown  only  as  a  front.  Admis- 
sion price,  it  was  said,  is  $1  and 
some  distributors  are  supplying  pic- 
tures for  as  low  as  $12.50,  although 
awards  ranging  from  $500  to  $1,- 
000  are  given  away. 

A  protest  against  distributors 
supplying  pictures  for  the  theater 
was  proposed,  but  later  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  organization  would 
"go  to  bat"  for  Mrs.  Minna  Rosen, 
who  operates  a  small  theater  in 
Buffalo  and  who  allegedly  had  been 
threatened  with  being  made  a  test 
case  if  she  attempted  to  operate  a 
money  game  in  her  theater. 

Realizing  that  they  would  be  fight- 
ing a  political  issue,  the  members 
moved  to  take  immediate  action 
against  the  situation. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

others,  including  L.  J.  Ludwig,  ex- 
ecutive of  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  were  seriously  hurt  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident  near  here  yesterday. 
Charles  Burton,  theater  architect, 
also  was  injured. 

The  party  was  driving  from  Min- 
neapolis to  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  when 
the  accident  occurred. 


Signing  John  Charles  Thomas 

Chicago — Sig  Schlager  and  George 
Green  of  Producers  Corp.  of  Amer- 
ica, are  here  signing  up  John  Charles 
Thomas,  Metropolitan  Grand  Opera 
baritone  star,  for  the  lead  in  "King- 
dom Come."  They  leave  for  New 
York  tomorrow  to  complete  distri- 
bution arrangements  with  United 
Artists. 


Cops  in  CoonsUins 

Pittsburgh — Coonskin  caps  will  be- 
come "official"  for  100  local  coppers 
during  the  three-day  hoopla  attendant 
upon  the  world  premiere  of  RKO's 
"Allegheny  Uprising"  at  Loew's  Penn 
tomorrow. 
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U.  S.  Production  in  Latin  America  Seen  as  Dangerous 

IMURPHYJilNTS  CODE  OKAY  WITH  "STIPULATIONS" 

20th-Fox  Reports  $3,152,595  Net  for  39-Week  Period 


Third    Quarter     Profit    Was 

$827,069,  Company 

Report  Shows 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  reported 
a  consolidated  net  operating  profit 
of  $3,152,595  after  all  charges  in- 
cluding Federal  income  taxes  for 
the  39  weeks  ended  Sept.  30,  last. 
This  compares  with  a  profit  of  $4,- 
•622,091  for  the  first  39  weeks  of 
21938. 

For  the  third  quarter  ended  Sept. 
30,    the    consolidated   net    operating 
profit,  after  all  charges,  was  $827,- 
i069  compared  with  the  second  quar- 
ter profit  of  $1,101,275  and  a  profit 
{Continued   on   Page   4) 

J,  M.  SCHENGK  ADDS 
20TH-FOX  COMMON 


Washington  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Acquisition  of  1,100 
shares  of  20th  Century-Fox  common 
stock  by  Joseph  M.  Schenck  is  report- 
ed by  the  SEC  in  its  semi-monthly 
summary.  Addition  brings  Schenck's 
total  common  holdings  to  110,043 
shares.  He  also  holds  18,284  shares 
of  $1.50  cumulative  preferred. 

Jack    Cohn    reported    disposal    of 
10   of  Columbia's   voting  trust  cer- 
tificates,  with   his   total   certificates 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 

Ascap  Styled  Monopoly 

in  Philly  Damage  Suit 

Philadelphia  —  An  action  which 
may  eventually  affect  theaters 
popped  up  yesterday  in  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Court  when  the  attorneys  for 
the  Anchorage,  local  inn,  announced 
they  had  filed  a  $50,000  damage 
{Continued  on  Page  6) 

Rep.'s  14-Week  Sales  Drive 
Starts  with  N.  Y.  Meeting 

What  was  essentially  a  meeting 
of  Republic's  eastern  executive  sales 
forces  was  held  yesterday  at  the 
home  office  to  give  impetus  to  the 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


fiWTW  Sales  Policy  Talks  by  S-I,  Metro  End 

Discussions  between  Selznick  International  and  Metro  on  a  sales  policy  for  "Cone 
With  the  Wind"  were  concluded  yesterday  afternoon,  but  no  announcement  will  be  made 
by  Metro  until  this  week-end,  it  was  understood.  Selznick  expects  to  return  to  the 
Coast  tonight. 


GRAND  NAT!  SEEKS 
CHANDLER  ACT  REORG. 


Grand  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  filed 
a  petition  yesterday  in  Federal 
Court  here  in  which  it  requested  a 
reorganization  under  the  Chandler 
Act  and  stated  that  it  "was  unable 
to  pay  its  debts  as  they  mature  and 
proposes  an  arrangement  with  its 
unsecured  creditors." 

The  petition  listed  total  liabilities 
of  $549,403  and  assets  totaling  $1,- 
518,418  of  which  $1,040,543  was  an 
evaluation   of  trade   marks   and  re- 

( Continued  on  Page  5) 

Five  Up-State  Premieres 
Start  20th-Fox's  "Drums" 


Albany — From  this  city  to  Utica 
and  Gloversville,  it  was  "Drums 
Along  the  Mohawk"  Day  in  the  his- 
toric Mohawk  Valley  yesterday  as 
20th-Fox  gave  its  new  Technicolor 

{Continued  on  Page  7) 


TEXAS  ALLIED  LISTS 
13  PARLEY  TOPICS 


Dallas — Thirteen  important  indus- 
try problems  are  on  the  docket  for 
round  table  discussion  during  the 
Texas  Allied  convention  which  opens 
today.  Al  Steffes,  vice-president 
and  Northwest  leader,  and  Abram 
F.  Myers,  general  counsel,  are  slated 
to  address  the  convention  today, 
while  the  round  table  discussions 
and  election  of  officers  are  scheduled 
for  tomorrow. 

Problems  which  will  be  faced  to- 
{Continued  on  Page  5) 


"Allegheny  Uprising"  Will 
Be  Palace  Single  Feature 

New  York  Palace  Theater  will  de- 
part from  its  double  feature  policy 
to    show   RKO's   "Allegheny   Upris- 
ing"  as   a   single,   starting   Nov.   8. 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


U.  S.  Production  in  Latin  American 
Countries  Dangerous,  Golden  Warns 


7-Member  Committee  Named 
To  Aid  Canadian  Film  Board 


Montreal — Appointment  of  seven 
members  of  an  interdepartmental 
committee  to  aid  the  National  Film 
Board  was  announced  yesterday  by 
Hon.  W.  D.  Euler,  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Commerce. 

Representative  of  all  Government 
departments  engaged  in  film  work, 
the  new  committee  will  advise  the 
Film    Board    in    development    of    a 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


By  GEORGE  H.  MORRIS 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

Opposition  to  the  tenet  that  U.  S. 
producers  should  make  films  in 
Latin-America  was  voiced  yester- 
day bv  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Division  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  in  an  informal  address 
delivered  yesterday  at  the  luncheon 
meeting  of  Ampa  in  Stouffer's  Res- 
taurant. 

Golden's   views,   expressed   as   an 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Code  Not  Acceptable  in   Its 

Present  Form,  Att'y  Gen'l 

Tells  Brandt 

By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  cannot  approve  the  film  in- 
dustry's proposed  Trade  Practice 
Code  in  its  present  form,  Attorney 
General  Frank  Murphy  told  Harry 
Brandt,  ITOA  prexy,  at  a  confer- 
ence yesterday  in  Murphy's  office. 

Brandt  came  to  Washington  to 
present  a  plea  to  Murphy  that  the 
Department  permit  the  industry  to 
effect  the  Code.  Accompanying 
Brandt  was  Milton  C.  Weisman,  his 
counsel. 

Paul  Williams,  in  charge  of  the 
prosecution  of  the  New  York  equity 
suit,  participated  in  the  confab  and 
Murphy  referred  Brandt  to  Williams 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

CHAIRMENAPPOINTED 
FOR  JEWISH  CAMPAIGN 


With  the  largest  number  of  film 
and  theatrical  men  ever  enrolled  at 
a  single  meeting  present,  the  amuse- 
ment division  of  the  Federation  of 
Jewish  Charities  of  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  met  yesterday  at  the  As- 
tor  to  hear  George  Z.  Medalie.  drive 
chairman,  sound  the  keynote  for  the 
year's  campaign.     David  Bernstein, 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Auto  Crash  Hurts  Fatal 

to  Otto  H.  Mueller,  Jr. 


Waseka,  Minn. — Death  toll  of  an 
auto-truck  crash  near  here  which 
resulted  in  the  death  of  E.  Paul 
Phillips,  48,  of  Staten  Island,  N.  Y., 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


New  Cash  Giveaway  Stunt 
Given  Okay  In  Nebraska 

Lincoln,  Neb. — For  the  first  time 
since  Bank  Night  was  slapped  down 
by    the    Attorney    General's    office 
{Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (214%)    73/4       7%       73/4     

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind T/4       1%       1 V4     

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd 

East.    Kodak    16414  16314  16414-+  1% 

do  pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 143/8     14         14i/4     

Loew's,    Inc 36V4     36'/4     36 V4  —     Vs 

do     pfd 106V8  106'/8  106M,   +     l/8 

Paramount      8%       8%       8%      

Paramount     1st    pfd..    87         87         87  

Paramount   2nd    pfd..    10         10         10       +     '/8 

Pathe     Film     103/4     103/8     10V4  -f     Vs 

RKO     15/8       i5/8       i%     

20th     Century-Fox      .    147/fc     14%     14%    +     l/8 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 4%       43/8       43/8 

do     pfd 48         48         48       —     % 

NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101'/4  101 1/4  101l/4  +     1/4 
Loew's    deb.    3'As46.100        99%  100       +     1/4 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47 

RKO    6s41      

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  83V4     83         83%   +     14 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Piers.    ...      1 14       114       114     

Sonotone  Corp 1 5/8       iy2        1  s/8   -f     i£ 

Technicolor      13%     13y4     13y4  —     1/4 

Trans-(Lux      

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal    Picts '.. ... 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film     7     pfd 100%  104 

Fox    Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 .'. 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45       66         68 
Roxy    Thea.     Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 61         63 
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SECURITY 


Arthur  Schmidt  of  Loew's       I  Britain  Sends  Comedy  Pix 

Lectures  at  Syracuse  for  Its  Troops  in  France 


Syracuse,  N.  Y.  —  Two  hundred 
students  of  Syracuse  University 
heard  a  lecture  by  Arthur  Schmidt, 
assistant  to  Oscar  A.  Doob  of  Loew's 
on  all  media  of  theater  advertising 
at  the  Maxwell  School  of  Citizenship 
Auditorium.  Sponsors  were  Boar's 
Head  and  the  dramatics  department 
under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Sawyer 
Falk. 

Frank  Murphy,  local  Loew's  man- 
ager, and  Robert  Case,  former 
Smith  Chain  Theaters  general  man- 
ager, were  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments. At  the  next  meetings,  Nov. 
15,  Nov.  29  and  Dec.  6  speakers  will 
cover  theater  operation,  sound  and 
projection,  booking  and  construction. 
It  is  possible  that  Lester  B.  Isaacs. 
J.  Robert  Rubin,  Joel  Levey  and 
Douglas  Shearer  will  come  here. 
Rubin  is  a  Syracuse  alumnus  and 
trustee. 


Meltz  Copyright  Case 

Ended  by  Compromise 

New  Orleans,  La. — Attempts  to 
challenge  the  validitv  of  a  judgment 
against  Morris  Meltz,  Ferriday  ex- 
hibitor for  violations  of  the  copy- 
right law,  on  technical  grounds, 
failed  here  as  a  compromise  was 
reached. 

Attorney  for  Meltz,  according  to 
J.  Studebaker  Lucas,  Ascap  attor- 
ney, had  asked  for  a  rehearing  on 
the  suit,  claiming  that  notice  of 
copyright  had  not  appeared  on  the 
pictures  using  the  copyrighted  music 
and  that  therefore  their  client  was 
an  unintentional  violator.  Court  had 
awarded  damages  to  Ascap  at  Mon- 
roe, La.  Lucas  had  contended  that 
copyright  notice  on  mechanical  re- 
productions was  unnecessary.  The 
compromise  will  not  permit  arguing 
of  this   point. 


London  (By  Cable) — Feature  pic- 
tures sent  to  France  by  Great  Brit- 
ain for  the  entertainment  of  its 
army  on  the  Western  front  are,  with 
few  exceptions,  comedies. 

Titles  listed  as  among  the  first 
sent  to  France  are:  "Keep  Your 
Seats,"  "Feather  Your  Nest"  and 
"Keep  Fit,"  all  three  starring  George 
Formby,  comedian;  two  starring 
Gracie  Fields,  comedienne,  "Sing 
As  We  Go"  and  "The  Show  Goes 
On";  "Everything  is  Rhythm," 
"Laburnum  Grove,"  "Excuse  My 
Glove,"  "Death  at  Broadcasting 
House,"  "The  High  Command," 
"Who's  Your  Lady  Friend?" 


WB  Mulls  Short  Series 

on  U.  S.  Women  In  History 

Public  reception  of  "Clara  Barton 
and  the  American  Red  Cross,"  War- 
ner historical  featuret.  will  determine 
whether  or  not  the  Burbank  studio 
will  produce  a  series  dealing  with 
famous  women  in  American  history. 
As  in  the  instance  of  "Cl*ra  Bar- 
ton," the  pictures  will  be  filmed  in 
Technicolor,  two  reels  in  length. 


New  Operators'   Pact 

Chicago  —  John  Smith.  Neal 
Bishon,  Chicago  operators'  union 
officials,  go  to  the  Indianapolis  meet- 
ing of  film  exchange  employes  union, 
where  key  city  representatives  will 
formulate  a  new  season  contract  to 
be  submitted  to  New  York  film  com- 
pany   executives    shortlv. 


Wometco   Managerial   School 

Miami  —  Beginning  tonight,  Wo- 
metco Theaters  will  hold  twice  week- 
lv  classes  in  theater  management 
for  assistant  managers  and  ushers. 
School  will  be  continued  for  eight 
weeks. 


Court  Grants  30-Day  Delay 
In  Ray  Schreiber  Action 

Detroit — Thirty-day  delay  in  suit 
of  Raymond  Schreiber,  as  operator 
of  Midwest  Theaters,  alleging  con- 
spiracy to  prevent  buying  of  films 
for  his  houses,  etc.,  against  Co-opera- 
tive Theaters  of  Michigan,  has  been 
granted  in  U.  S.  District  Court  here. 
Action  was  taken  on  motion  of  Co- 
operative, which  sousrht  the  stay  in 
order  to  have  ownership  of  the  the- 
aters determined  in  State  Circuit 
Court  in  a  oending  suit  against  Ray 
Schreiber  filed  by  Jacob  Schreiber, 
who  originally  transferred  the 
houses  to  Rav. 


Philly  Allied  Unit  Hears 

Reports  on  Sales  Confabs 

Philadelphia — Reports  of  the  com- 
mittees which  recentlv  met  with 
dad  Sears,  Warner  sales  chief,  and 
William  Scully,  "U"  sales  head, 
highlighted  the  meeting  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Allied  here  yesterday. 
Sidney  Samuelson  discussed  prod- 
uct surveys  of  this  and  other  terri- 
tories and  the  body  also  took  up 
other  problems. 


cominc  am  Goinc 


DAVID  0.  SELZNICK  is  scheduled  to  return  to 
the  Coast  tonight,  accompanied  by  MRS.  SELZ- 
NICK. 

SIG  SCHLACER,  president  and  general  man- 
ager of  Producers'  Corporation  of  Ami'eal-  and 
GEORGE  GREEN,  executive  vice-pres'ii  bp,  ar- 
rive here  from  the  Coast  Sunday  to  confer  with 
Adela  Rogers  St.  John  on  their  forthcoming 
production  of  her  story,  "Kingdom  Come." 

ALFRED  SACK,  head  of  Sack  Amusement 
Enterprises,  leaves  Dallas,  Tex.,  tomorrow  for 
production  conferences  in  Hollywood,  making 
his  headquarters  while  there  at  the  Roosevelt 
Hotel. 

JOSEPH  S.  HUMMEL,  Warner  foreign  depart- 
ment executive,  sails  tonight  on  the  Brazil  for 
a  four-month  business  trip  to  the  company's 
branches  throughout  the  South  American  terri- 
tory. 

LOU  SMITH,  associate  producer  on  Para- 
mount's  "Rulers  of  the  Sea,"  left  the  home 
office  yesterday  for  Philly,  first  stop  in  a  trip 
to  a  number  of  key  cities  to  set  special  screen- 
ings  on   the   picture. 

JOSEPH  FRIEDMAN,  managing  director  in 
Europe  for  Columbia,  has  arrived  here  to  confer 
with   home  office  executives. 

DAVID  BUTLER  flies  here  from  the  Coast  the 
early  part  of  next  week  for  a  short  stay. 

LOUIS  B.  MAYER  returns  to  Hollywood  this 
week-end    from   a   visit   in   the   East. 

JACK  BELLMAN  of  Buffalo,  ARTHUR  NEW- 
MAN of  Albany.  M.  E.  MOREY  of  Boston,  SAM 
5ELETSKY  of  New  Haven,  MAX  GILDS  of  Phila- 
delphia. SAM  FLAX  of  Washington,  JAMES  H. 
ALEXANDER  of  Pittsburgh.  MAX  MARGOLIES 
of  Cincinnati  and  NAT  LEFTON  and  SAM  COR- 
REL  of  Cleveland  were  in  New  York  yesterday 
attending    Republic's    Eastern    sales    meeting. 


Submit  Appeal  to  Relinquish 
Wage  Boost  to  Studio  Locals 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — William  Bioff.  IATSE 
representative,  has  announced  that 
hf-  will  call  an  emergency  meeting 
nf  the  executive  boards  of  various 
IA  studio  local  unions  and  submit 
to  them  the  appeal  of  producers  that 
fhe  locgls  should  voluntarilv  relin- 
ouish  the  10  per  cent  wage  increase 
recently  granted  them. 


B  &  K  Meeting  Nov.  8-9 

Chicago — General  meeting  of  the 
B  &  K  managerial  staff  is  now  set 
for  Nov.  8-9  at  the  Blackstone.  Wal- 
ter Immerman  will  preside. 


Opie  Read  Dies 

Chicago — Opie  Read,  age  86,  vet- 
eran writer  is  dead.  "Arkansas 
Traveler"  was  his  leading  book. 


Three  Bandits  Get  $3,000 
From   Interstate  Theater 


Austin,  Tex. — Central  Texas  po- 
lice are  searching  for  three  gunmen 
who  robbed  a  theater  office  of  $3,000 
here  after  tying  up  the  manager  and 
several  employes.  Louis  Novy,  Aus- 
tin manager  of  Interstate  Theaters, 
and  three  employes  were  tied  up  in 
the  office  after  the  gunmen  had 
forced  Dick  White,  assistant  mana- 
ger, to  open  the  safe. 


IA  to  Enforce  Closed  Shop 
in  All  Independent  Studios 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — With  NLRB  deciding 
that  official  certification  of  IATSE 
as  sole  bargaining  agent  for  work- 
ers in  independent  studios  is  unnec- 
essary inasmuch  as  it  is  recognized 
that  majority  of  workers  are  mem- 
bers of  IA,  IA  will  enforce  a  closed 
shop  in  these  plants  and  only  IA 
members  will  be  permitted  to  work 
there. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

with  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA    STONE         •         TEDDY    HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


TOPN 


HKA! 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 
GETS  THE  LUBITSCH  TOUCH! 

The  suspense  is  terrific! 

The  eyes  of  the  nation  are  on  New  York! 

GARBO'S  "NINOTCHKA"  goes  into  the  Music  Hall  immediately  after 
the  current  attraction!  Scarcely  a  man,  woman  or  child  in  all  America 
who  hasn't  read  in  newspapers  or  magazines  or  heard  over  the  air  about 
M-G-M's  delicious  comedy.  Keep  building  up  the  enthusiasm  for  your 
play-date.  Tell  them  that  "NINOTCHKA"  has  now  been  selected  by  the 
world's  largest  theatre  for  the  World  Premiere.  It's  smart  to  whet  their 
appetite  when  you  have  such  an  eagerly  awaited  entertainment!  Never 
has  there  been  such  a  build-up  for  any  picture! 


i' 


Keep  Them  Hotchka  for  "Ninotchlca!" 


(f*\ussi 
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20TH-F0X'S  39-WEEK 

NET  IS  $3,152,595 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  $1,202,433  for  the  third  quarter 
of  1938. 

No  dividends  were  received  from 
National  Theaters  Corporation  dur- 
ing the  first  39  weeks  of  either 
year. 

After  allowing  for  the  Preferred 
dividends  for  the  39  weeks,  there 
remained  a  profit  for  the  period 
equivalent  to  $1.20  per  share  on  the 
1,741,989  shares  of  Common  stock 
outstanding  at  Sept.  30.  For  the 
quarter  ended  Sept.  30,  after  allow- 
ing for  the  Preferred  dividend,  profit 
amounted  to  $0.27  per  share  on  the 
1,741,989  shares  of  Common  stock 
outstanding  at   Sept.   30. 

Gross  income  from  sales  and  rent- 
als of  film  accessories  for  the  39- 
week  period  is  listed  as  $40,145,- 
132.30,  with  dividend  income  total- 
ling $87,285.80  and  other  income 
aggregating  $833,897.88.  Operating 
expenses  of  exchanges,  home  office 
and  administration  expenses,  are 
reported  at  $10,521,549.83,  amortiza- 
tion of  production  costs  at  $23,334,- 
076.73  and  participation  in  film  rent- 
als at  $3,405,901.48. 


Rep.'s  14- Week  Sales  Drive 
Starts  with  N.  Y.  Meeting 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

recently  planned  14-week  sales  drive 
which  terminates  Jan.  27. 

James  R.  Grainger  presided  at 
the  conference  which  was  attended 
by  aides  and  representatives  for 
nine  key  territories. 

Herman  Gluckman,  local  franchise 
holder,  and  Morris  Epstein,  manager, 
represented  New  York;  Jack  Bell- 
man, Buffalo;  Arthur  Newman,  Al- 
bany; M.  E.  Morey,  Boston;  Sam 
Seletsky,  New  Haven;  Max  Gillis, 
Philadelphia;  Sam  Flax,  franchise 
holder,  Washington;  James  H.  Alex- 
ander, franchise  holder,  Pittsburgh; 
Max  Margolis,  Cincinnati;  and  Nat 
Lefton,  franchise  holder,  and  Sam 
Gorrel,  manager,  Cleveland. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  3 
James  Dunn  Paul    Panzer 

NOVEMBER  4 
J.  S.  Hummel  Dixie   Lee 

Don  Alvarado 

NOVEMBER  5 
Will    H.    Hays  Theodore  von  Eltz 

George  J.  Schaefer  Helen    E.    Hughes 

Joel    McCrea  Eddie  Edelson 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY. 


•  •      •     THERE'S   something   gaily   Gaelic   about   the   pix   industry 

. .  and  if  you've  ever  been  so  adventurous  and  tactless  as  to  try 

to  separate  two  lighting  Irishmen you'll  know  just  what  we  mean 

.for  lust  as  sure  as  the  auld  sod  is  green the  best  you  can 

hope  to  gain  from  your  sweet  solicitude is  to  immediately  weld  the 

combatants .  .against  yourself. . 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     BOTH  outside  of  filmland. as  well  as  upon  its 

fringes are   certain   folks   who   are   deluded   by   the   belief 

that  our  average   intra-industry   tiffs  require   intercession 

What  the  well-intentioned  "peace  makers"  don't  seem  to  savvy 

is  simply  that  this  industry  is  perhaps  more  dynamic  than 

any  other that  it  is  filled  with  inherent  showmen  who  enjoy 

being  dramatic  even  in  their  dealings  with   one   another 

and  are  just  as  likely  to  magnify  friction  as  they  are  to  make 

"much  ado"  via  inflating  ballyhoo  until  it's  fit  to  burst They 

like  to  have  their  private  fights without  strangers  horning-in. 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     ACTUALLY  there's  a  tremendous  amount  of  good-will  in 

this  industry cynics  to  the  contrary and  not  the  least  is  the 

good- will  twixt  distribs.  and  exhibs. One  of  the  many  examples 

is  wha  happened  when  the  Warners  presented  exhibs.  with  the 

company's  recent  new  merchandising  policy Right  back  bounded 

hundreds  of  letters  from  exhibs.  in  all  sections  of  the  land (they're 

still  coming). ...... .congratulating  WB  for   taking  the   initiative 

We  quote  a  typical  missive. . penned  by  M.  W.  Lamour  of  the  Na- 
tional Theater,  Graham,  Texas: 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     "YOUR  Merchandising  Plan  and  letter  acknowledging 

receipt  of  my  contract  for  1939-40  pictures  received Your 

willingness  to  live  up  to  this  plan  under  which  your  pictures 

were  sold although  you  were  not  legally  bound  to  do  so 

was  not  surprising  to  me Having  used  First  National,  Vita- 
graph  and  Warner  Bros,  product  in  this  house  continuously  since 
April  21,  1920 and  over  this  period  of  almost  20  years  hav- 
ing found  you  and  your  company  always  willing  to  be  fair  to 
your  friends,  the  exhibitors I  naturally  felt  that  in  this  in- 
stance you  would  be  as  fair  as  you  have  always  been  in  the  past 

And  you  were! You  toere  merely   living  up  to  your 

reputation  of  always  shooting  square a  reputation  held  by 

your  district  manager,  Mr.  Fred  Jack,  and  Branch  Manager  Doak 

Roberts" (a  note  that  will  probably  never  be  noted  by  the 

outside-the-industry  mob) 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     BRIEF  but  decidedly  glittering  ceremonies marked  the 

celebration  last  evening  at  the  institutional  Embassy  Newsreel  Theater 
where  the  plaque  which  was  unveiled  tells  the  story "Com- 
memorating the  Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  First  Newsreel  Theater  in  the 

World,   Opened  Nov.   2.    1929" The   unveiling   took   place  in   the 

lobby. . where  a  bevy  of  celebs,  looked  on while  other  celebs. 

appeared   before    the    microphone W.    French    Gith  ens,    president 

of  Newsreel  Theaters,  Inc was  appropriately  introduced  by  Harry 

Von  Zell.  popular  radio  and  newsreel  commentator 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     COURTLAND    SMITH who    as   head    of   Fox 

Movietone  News conceived  the  Embassy  Newsreel  Theater 

delivered  an  address and  Prexy  Githens  returned  to 

present  a  life  pass  for  the  house  to  Mrs.  Josephine  Graff a 

sweet  little  elderly  lady  who  has  never  missed  a  performance 

at  the  house The  Anniversary  program  on  the  screen  included 

shots  from  all  the  newsreels with  sequences  of  the  first  news- 
reel  ever  to  play  the  house 


CODE  OKAY  HINTED 
WITH  STIPULATIONS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  further  discussion  of  the  Code. 

The  Department  will  not(ea*jive 
its  approval  to  the  proposed  cq  ^un- 
less further  stipulations  are  made, 
Murphy  told  Brandt.  These  stipu- 
lations must  provide  that  nothing 
in  the  Code  be  in  conflict  with  the 
Department's  policy  in  the  present 
industry  suits,  the  Attorney  General 
said.  This  is  interpreted  to  mean 
that  the  Department  is  standing  pat 
on  the  condemnation  of  the  Code  in 
its  present  form  as  announced  some 
time  ago  by  Thurman  Arnold,  As- 
sistant Attorney  General. 

Asked  if  he  had  seen  Albert  J. 
Laws,  Department  special  investiga- 
tor on  the  West  Coast  since  his  re- 
turn to  Washington,  Murphy  said 
he  had  not.  He  said  there  was  "noth- 
ing new"  on  the  West  Coast  situa- 
tion, arising  from  a  threefold  Fed- 
eral Grand  Jury  investigation  and 
institution  of  criminal  contempt  pro- 
ceedings against  FWC  and  the  ma- 
jors. 


7-Member  Committee  Named 
To  Aid  Canadian  Film  Board 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
central  government  film  distribution 
service    and    a    public    information 
service  in  reference  to  film  distribu- 
tion. 

The  committee  will  assist  John 
Grierson,  newly-appointed  Govern- 
ment Film  Commissioner,  and  Capt. 
F.  C.  Badgley,  director  of  the  Can- 
adian Government  Motion  Picture 
Bureau. 

Members  of  the  interdepartmental 
committee  are:  F.  C.  Nunnick,  di- 
rector of  the  publicity  and  exten- 
sion branch,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture; R.  J.  C.  Stead,  superinten- 
dent of  parks  and  resources,  pub- 
licity, Mines  and  Resources  depart- 
ment; Ray  A.  Brown,  public  rela- 
tions representative  of  the  Labor  De- 
partment; Baden  F.  Farrell  of  the 
public  relations  branch  of  the  Post 
Office  Department;  H.  F.  S.  Paisley, 
director  of  publicity,  Fisheries  De- 
partment; Major  R.  J.  Whitelaw, 
General  Staff,  National  Defense  De- 
partment; and  D.  Leo  Dolan,  chief 
of  the  Canadian  Travel  Bureau 
Transport  Department. 


Warner  Club  to  Dance 

Pittsburgh— The    annual    Warner 
Club   supper-dance   will   be  held   in 
the  ball  room  of  the  William  Pemr 
Hotel  here  on  Nov.  12. 


Who's  "L.O.B.9'? 

At  yesterday's  meeting  of  the  AMPA 
someone  rushed  off  with  the  wrong  hat 
and  in  its  place  left  Kenneth  Clark  of 
the  Hays  office  a  chapeau  with  the 
initials    L.O.B. 

Ken  claims  the  hat  is  o.k.  but  the 
size  is  just  a  bit  too  tight  and  would 
like   L.O.B.   to   return   same. 
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CHAIRMEN  APPOINTED 
FOR  JEWISH  CAMPAIGN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

co-chairman  of  the  amusement  di- 
vision, with  Maj.  Albert  Warner, 
pr       led. 

a.  „rnstein    and    Medalie    spoke    on 

the  work  done  by  the  organization 

in    its    aid    to    the    116    institutions 

which  it  supports,  and  Medalie  out- 

j  lined    the    current    needs.       Barney 

,  Balaban,    Jack    Cohn    and    Commis- 

i  sioner    Paul    Moss    will    serve    this 

.  year     as     vice-chairmen,     assisting 

"  Bernstein   and   Major   Warner.      No 

,  division  quota  has  been  set  as  yet. 

;  The    division    raised    $175,000    last 

year. 

Committee    chairmen    named    at 
yesterday's  meeting  are  as  follows: 
Columbia  Pictures — Abe  Schneider 
\  and   Max   Seligman;    Loew's-M-G-M 
— Oscar  A.   Doob;    National   Screen 
Service — Herman      Robbins;      Para- 
mount— Arthur    Israels,    Jr.;     Uni- 
'  versal — Joseph    Seidelman;    Warner 
Bros. — Max  Blackman  and  Joe  Ha- 
zen;     Independents — Budd     Rogers; 
Publications — Jack  Alicoate  and  Sam 
Shain;  Artists — Eddie  Duchin,  Mar- 
vin   Schenck   and   Jesse   Block;    Ar- 
|  tists    Representatives — Herbert    Ro- 
,  senthal;    Theatrical    Atorneys — Wil- 
t  Ham  Kline,  Louis  Nizer  and  Julian 
T.    Abeles;    Broadcasting — Bertram 
Lebhar;   Independent  Theater  Own- 
ii  ers — William    Brandt,   Leo   Brecher, 
,  Louis  Frisch,  Joseph  Springer,  Wal- 
.  ter  Reade,  Jr.,  Samuel  Rinzler,  Max 
Rudnick,  Edward  N.  Rugoff,  Samuel 
,   Straussberg     and     Sam     Goodman; 
Laboratories — Jack    Goetz,   Alan    E. 
Freedman,    Ralph    I.    Poucher    and 
!   Frank   Myers;    Legitimate   Theaters 
— Marcus  Heiman;  Music  Publishers 
and  Composers — Louis  Bernstein  and 
Jack    Robbins;     Accessories — B.     S. 
Moss,    chairman,    Emil    Friedlander, 
Fred  Lakeman,  Jerome  Loeb,  Eugene 
Picker  and  Charles  Sonin. 

All  committees  are  still  in  process 
of  formation,  Mr.  Bernstein  pointed 
out,  and  additional  names  will  be 
announced  upon  completion  of  or- 
ganization. 


GRAND  NAT'L 
ASKS  REORG. 

Petition    is    Filed    for    Action 
Under   Chandler  Act 


TEXAS  ALLIED  LISTS 
13  PARLEY  TOPICS 


Guilds  in  CC  Drive 

West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Los  Angeles  Com- 
munity Chest  Drive,  opening  Nov.  8 
with  Harry  M.  Warner  heading  the 
Motion  picture  division,  will  enlist 
the  active  participation  of  actor, 
writer  and  director  guilds  as  units. 
A  committee  consisting  of  James 
Cagney,  vice-prexy  of  the  Screen 
Actors'  Guild;  Charles  Brackett, 
president  of  the  Screen  Writers 
Guild,  and  J.  P.  McGowan,  vice- 
prexy  of  the  Screen  Directors'  Guild, 
appointed  to  work  with  Warner 
throughout  the  drive. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Topeka,  Kans. — Marriage  of  Jean 
Chatburn,  film  actress,  and  Dick 
Metz,  Chicago  pro  golfer,  took  place 
here. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

issue  value  of  negatives  based  on  a 
continued  operation  of  the  company. 

The  plan  accompanying  the  peti- 
tion provides  for  payment  in  full 
of  all  creditors,  the  general  un- 
secured ones  receiving  their  payment 
over  a  period  of  18  months. 

Petition  signed  by  E.  W.  Hammons 
as  president  stated  that  Educational 
Pictures,  Inc.,  the  parent  company 
and /or  its  affiliate  Educational  Stu- 
dios, Inc.,  has  a  loan  of  $450,000 
committed  to  it  by  the  RFC,  pro- 
vided an  additional  $150,000  is  ob- 
tained from  other  sources.  In  ref- 
erence to  this,  Hammons  said,  Erpi 
is  expected  to  participate  in  a  loan 
to  the  extent  of  $100,000,  the  Na- 
tional City  Bank  of  New  York  to 
the  extent  of  $15,000,  and  the  bal- 
ance "is  expected  to  be  raised  from 
other   sources." 

Five  Benefits  Cited 

Grand  National,  the  petition  con- 
tinued, will  receive  a  sufficient 
amount  of  these  funds  to  better  its 
financial  position  in  five  different  re- 
spects, (1)  to  make  the  payment 
provided  in  the  plan;  (2)  to  free  as- 
sets now  held  by  preferred  credi- 
tors and  to  re-pledge  them  to  secure 
the  new  lenders;  (3)  to  enable  better 
distribution  of  pictures  now  at  hand; 
(4)  to  place  Grand  National  in  a 
"solid  financial  position"  so  that  it 
can  obtain  other  pictures  for  dis- 
tribution, and,  (5)  to  generally  en- 
able it  to  successfully  operate  as 
a  going  concern. 

Under  the  plan  proposed,  priority 
claimants  will  receive  an  early  full 
payment.  Unsecured  creditors  will 
receive  25  per  cent  within  45  days, 
after  confirmation,  15  per  cent  within 
seven  months,  10  per  cent  within  10 
months,  25  per  cent  within  14 
months,  and  the  remaining  25  per 
cent  18  months  after  confirmation. 

Liabilities  in  the  petition  were 
broken  up  as  follows:  Wages,  $19,- 
053,  of  which  $7,456  are  listed  as 
priority;  Priority  Tax  Claims  of  the 
U.  S.,  $13,248,  and  of  22  states, 
$20,980;  Secured  Creditors  Claims, 
$102,708;  Unsecured  Creditors 
Claim,    $393,412. 

Among  the  larger  secured  credi- 
tors were  listed  J.  D.  McGuire,  $22,- 
663;  William  Skirball,  $5,198;  Ar- 
cadia Pictures  Corp.,  $15,733;  Na- 
tional City  Bank,  $35,150;  F.  &  H. 
Products,  Inc.,  $3,582;  Coronado 
Films,  Inc.,  $1,313;  Continental 
Lithograph  Corp.,  $3,187;  Crafts- 
men Photo  Co.,  Inc.,  $1,064;  and  De 
Luxe  Laboratories,  Inc.,  $12,632. 
250  Unsecured   Creditors 

Among  approximately  250  un- 
secured creditors  listed  in  the  peti- 
tion were  the  following  larger  cred- 
itors: Educational  Pictures,  Inc., 
$94,603;  Educational  Studios,  Inc., 
$38,966;  Edco  Prod.  Unit,  Inc.,  $49,- 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

morrow  include  the  Code,  the  dis- 
tributors and  his  contracts,  film 
prices  and  terms,  clearance,  tying 
up  product,  concessions  granted  by 
distributors,  war  and  its  probable 
effects,  radio,  television,  16  mm. 
competition,  taxation,  litigation  and 
legislation. 

Executives  of  distributing  compa- 
nies who  have  promised  to  attend 
the  convention  are  William  A.  Scul- 
ly, Universal  sales  manager;  James 
R.  Grainger,  Republic  president,  and 
H.  M.  Richey,  RKO's  director  of  ex- 
hibitor relations. 

The  meetings  will  be  climaxed  to- 
morrow night  with  a  banquet  in  the 
Mural  Room  of  the  Baker  Hotel. 


Manheim  on  New  "Folies" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Het  Manheim  is  han- 
dling the  publicity  on  "The  New 
Folies  Bergere  of  1940"  show  which 
opened  at  the  El  Capitan,  Nov.  1. 


Dufaycolor  Moves 

Dufaycolor    Co.,    Inc.    has    moved 
to  new  offices  at  64  W.  48th  St. 


277;  Rockefeller  Center,  Inc.,  $5,- 
811;  Norman  C.  Nicholson,  $7,250; 
E.  W.  Hammons  (salary)  $43,414; 
Jack  Skirball,  $11,448;  Educational 
Films  Co.,  Ltd.,  $34,860;  Soc.  Des 
Films  ERKA  of  Belgium,  $10,000, 
and  Canadian  Educational  Films, 
Ltd.,  $6,543. 

Assets  of  GN  were  itemized  as  fol- 
lows: a  leasehold  and  improvements 
on  7250  Santa  Monica  Boulevard, 
Hollywood,  $60,000;  Negotiable  and 
Non-negotiable  Instruments,  $77,258; 
Stock  In  Trade,  consisting  of  322 
one-reelers  and  632  two-reelers,  one 
three-reeler,  62  features  and  35 
westerns,  plus  prints,  $56,015;  Ac- 
cessories and  Store  Inventories,  $35,- 
516;  Investment  in  Story  Rights  and 
Scenarios,  $38,561;  Automobiles, 
$7,500;  Machinery  and  Fixtures,  lo- 
cated both  at  Hollywood  and  New 
York,  $103,000;  Accounts  Receiv- 
able $66,711;  Prepaid  Insurance,  $2,- 
000;  Bank  Deposits  and  Lease  and 
Service  Deposites,  $31,211;  and, 
finally,  Trade  Marks  and  Reissue 
Value  of  Negatives,  $1,040,543.  As 
to  the  last  item,  the  petition  stressed 
the  fact  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board  of  directors  a  liquidation  or 
discontinuance  of  the  business  would 
render  this  item  worthless  or  of 
purely  nominal  valuation. 

Writ  Restrains  Russack 

Shortly  after  the  petition  was 
filed,  Federal  Judge  Samuel  Man- 
delbaum,  who  will  probably  preside 
over  reorganization  proceedings,  is- 
sued an  injunction  restraining  Ben- 
jamin Russack,  creditor  for  $95, 
from  levying  execution  on  Grand  Na- 
tional property. 

Saul  E.  Rogers  is  acting  as  at- 
torney for  the  company. 
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J.  M.  SCHENCK  ADDS 
20TH-FOX  COMMON 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

now  at  31,621.  He  holds  555  shares 
of  Columbia  common. 

Keith  Albse  Orpheum  report  states 
John  J.  McCaffrey  holds  no  equity 
securities  directly  but  holds  70 
shares  of  7  per  cent  cumulative 
convertible  preferred  through  H.  D. 
Best  McCaffrey  Co.  after  acquiring 
10  shares. 

Loew's,  Inc.  has  added  another  85 
shares  of  Loew's  Boston  Theaters 
common  stock  to  its  holdings  and 
now  has  99,945  shares  of  the  sub- 
sidiary company. 

Report  of  Monogram  states  George 
W.  Weeks  has  disposed  of  500 
shares  of  common  and  holds  500 
shares  at  present  and  800  shares 
through  Monogram  Pictures,  Inc. 
Weeks  holds  no  options  directly  but 
reports  7,141  options  for  common 
through  Monogram  Pictures,  Inc. 

Pathe  Film  Corp.  report  states 
Allan  P.  Kirby  holds  2,100  shares 
of  common  directly  and  1,000  shares 
through  Holding  Company  A,  3,914 
shares  through  Holding  Company 
B  after  acquiring  3,014  shares  and 
600  shares  through  a  trust.  Ken- 
neth M.  Young  holds  no  equity  se- 
curities after  disposing  of  300  shares 
of  common. 

Universal  Corp.  reports  Nate 
Blumberg  has  acquired  200  common 
voting  trust  certificates  and  now 
holds  3,200.  William  Freiday  holds 
1,300  certificates  after  acquiring  100 
and  holds  1,500  through  a  holding 
company.  Charles  D.  Prutzman 
holds  700  certificates  after  adding 
200.  Prutzman  also  reported  hold- 
ing 20  shares  of  Universal  Pictures 
8  per  cent  cumulative  1st  preferred 
after   acquiring   10   shares. 


Ascap  Styled  Monopoly 

in  Philly  Damage  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

suit  against  Ascap,  claiming  it  to  be 
an  illegal  monopoly.  Ascap  had 
brought  suit  for  $1,500  against  the 
Anchorage,  alleging  infringement. 


REVIEWS  Of  n€UJ  flLfllS 


"Hitler,  Beast  of  Berlin" 
Uncensored    In   Washington 

Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Roosevelt  Theater  is 
playing  "Hitler,  the  Beast  of  Ber- 
lin" with  no  attempt  at  censorship 
by  the  authorities. 

Following  the  action  of  the  New 
York  censors  in  barring  the  indepen- 
dently produced  film,  the  Washing- 
ton News  comments  editorially,  "We 
don't  much  like  the  idea  of  censors 
telling  the  American  people  what 
they  may  not  see.  But  the  idea 
that  producers  have  a  right  to  com- 
mercialize hatred  —  we  don't  like 
that,  either.  The  best  way  would  be 
for  producers  to  avoid  censorship  of 
films  like  'Hitler — Beast  of  Berlin' 
by  simply  not  making  them." 


"First  Love" 

with  Deanna  Durbin,  Robert  Stack  and 

Helen   Parrish 

Universal  84  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

BRIGHT  AND  REFRESHING  DURBIN 
OFFERING  WITH  EXCELLENT  DIREC- 
TORIAL TOUCHES  SHOULD  BE  A  WIN- 
NER. 

The  newest  Deanna  Durbin  offering  is 
bright  and  refreshing.  It  moves  quickly 
with  no  digressions  from  the  main  story 
line,  but  it  is  lightweight  on  music  for  the 
Durbin  fans  who  go  to  hear  this  glorious, 
maturing  voice.  "One  Fine  Day,"  from 
"Madame  Butterfly"  was  both  the  musical 
and  dramatic  climax  of  the  picture.  The 
story  starts  with  a  refreshing  angle.  Deanna, 
an  orphan,  after  graduating  from  a  finishing 
school,  finds  herself  in  the  luxurious  atmos- 
phere of  her  rich  uncle's  home  where  she 
is  completely  ignored  by  everyone  except 
the  servants.  To  Eugene  Pallette,  her  uncle, 
she  is  just  a  routine  matter  of  writing 
checks;  to  the  daughter  of  the  house,  Helen 
Parrish,  she's  a  pesky  kid  to  send  on 
errands.  Deanna  holds  her  chin  up,  de- 
termined to  break  through  the  icy  indif- 
ference. Then  she  meets  the  object  of  her 
cousin's  matrimonial  plans,  and  the  story 
goes  off  on  the  time-worn  Cinderella  scene 
with  a  bang — the  ball  is  in  a  little  pent- 
house, enormous  as  the  Viennese  castle; 
the  coach-and  four,  being  modern,  are  a 
corps  of  motorcycle  cops  and  a  limousine; 
even  the  midnight  hour  and  the  slipper 
were  not  forgotten.  Complications  result 
from  this  stolen  pleasure,  but  Prince  Charm- 
ing, Robert  Stack,  finds  her,  of  course — and 
they  live  happily  ever  after.  In  "First  Love," 
producer  Joe  Pasternak  has,  if  not  a  sen- 
sation, at  least  a  winner  and  a  melodious 
Durbin  comedy.  Excellent  directorial  touches 
of  Henry  Koster  are  noticed  throughout, 
particularly  those  scenes  between  Deanna 
and  her  teacher,  Kathleen  Howard,  and 
the  first  love  scene  between  Deanna  and  Rob- 
ert Stack.  The  main  thread  of  the  story  was 
bolstered  by  the  splendid  performances  of 
the  supporting  players — Kathleen  Howard, 
as  the  crochety  loveable  teacher;  Eugene 
Pallette  presents  a  new  type  of  millionaire; 
Lewis  Howard  is  original  as  the  rich  man's 
son  in  a  constant  state  of  relaxation;  Lea- 
trice  Joy  is  the  scatter-brain  astrologous 
mother;  Helen  Parrish  is  the  spoiled 
daughter;  Charles  Coleman  is  the  efficient 
butler;  and  Robert  Stack  is  the  handsome 
romantic  interest.  In  spite  of  its  too- 
familiar  theme,  the  screenplay  by  Bruce 
Manning  and  Lionel  Houser  contains  many 
delightful  touches.  The  musical  direction 
by  Charles  Previn  and  orchestration  by 
Frank  Skinner  were  a  noteworthy  contribu- 
tion. To  art  director,  Jack  Otterson,  goes 
credit  for  the  settings. 

CAST:  Deanna  Durbin,  Robert  Stack, 
Helen  Parrish,  Eugene  Pallette,  Lewis  How- 
ard, Leatrice  Joy,  Marcia  Mae  Jones,  June 
Storey,  Frank  Jenks,  Kathleen  Howard, 
Thurston  Hall,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Doris  Lloyd, 
Charles  Coleman,  Jack  Mulhall,  Mary 
Treen,  Dorothy  Vaughan,  Lucille  Ward. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Joe  Pasternak;  Di- 
rector, Henry  Koster;  Screenplay,  Bruce 
Manning  and  Lionel  Houser;  Cameraman, 
Joseph  Valentine;  Art  Director,  Jack  Otter- 
son;  Associate,  Martin  Obzina;  Editor, 
Bernard  Burton;  Musical  Director,  Charles 
Previn;   Orchestrations,    Frank   Skinner. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


"Our  Neighbors,  the 
Carters" 

with  Fay  Bainter,  Frank  Craven,  Edmund 
Lowe,  Genevieve  Tobin 

Paramount  83    Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

WARM,  HUMAN,  APPEALING  STORY 
WELL  PLAYED  SHOULD  PLEASE  GEN- 
ERALLY. 

Here  is  a  warm,  human,  appealing  pic- 
ture that  should  please  generally.  Ralph 
Murphy  has  given  skillful,  sympathetic  di- 
rection to  the  trials  and  tribulations  of  the 
Carters,  a  small  town  family.  To  Charles 
R-  Rogers  goes  credit  as  the  producer.  The 
acting  is  splendid,  with  Fay  Bainter,  Frank 
Craven,  Edmund  Lowe  and  Genevieve  Tobin 
as  the  chief  adults,  and  a  flock  of  young- 
sters in  supporting  roles.  Of  the  young- 
sters, Mary  Thomas  is  especially  good,  while 
the  four  other  children  of  the  Carter  fam- 
ily also  give  appealing  performances.  The 
S.  K.  Lauren  screenplay,  based  on  Renaud 
Hoffman's  original  story,  is  full  of  human 
touches.  For  years  Craven  has  been  the 
town  druggist  in  Midbury,  Ohio,  allowing 
credit  to  his  customers  and  being  a  sym- 
pathetic neighbor.  A  chain  drugstore  sys- 
tem gets  the  lease  on  the  store  occupied 
by  Craven  and  he  is  forced  to  move  to 
other  quarters.  He  is  forced  to  use  the 
$1,000  his  wife,  Fay  Bainter,  had  saved 
to  spend  on  expert  medical  care  for  their 
son,  Scotty  Beckett,  a  cripple.  Craven  can- 
not compete  with  the  cut-rate  store  and 
accepts  work  as  a  day  laborer.  Lowe  and 
his  wife,  Genevieve  Tobin,  who  are  child- 
less, wealthy  old  friends  of  Craven  and  Fay 
Bainter,  seek  to  adopt  one  of  their  children, 
but  without  success.  However,  Lowe  gets 
busy  and  buys  out  Craven's  competitors 
and  again  Craven  is  Midbury's  sole  drug- 
gist; also  little  Scotty  is  assured  expert 
surgical  care. 

CAST:  Fay  Bainter,  Frank  Craven,  Ed- 
mund Lowe,  Genevieve  Tobin,  Mary  Thom- 
as, Gloria  Carter,  Scotty  Beckett,  Bennie 
Bartlett,  Donald  Brennan,  Nana  Bryant, 
Thurston  Hall,  Granville  Bates,  Edward  Mc- 
Wade,  Norman  Phillips,  Frank  Reicher,  John 
Conte,  Martha  Mears,  Olaf  Hytten,  Rich- 
ard Clayton. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Charles  R.  Rogers; 
Director,  Ralph  Murphy;  Author,  Renaud 
Hoffman;  Screenplay,  S.  K.  Lauren;  Cam- 
eraman, George  Barnes;  Art  Directors,  Hans 
Dreier,  Earl  Hedrick;  Editor,  William  Shea; 
Musical  Director,  Sigmund  Krumgold;  Sound, 
Charles  Hisserich,  Richard  Olson. 

DIRECTION,  Sympathetic.  PHOTOG- 
RAPHY, Good. 


Book  by  Hoadley-Freulich 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Ray  Hoadley  of  Uni- 
versal publicity  department,  and 
Roman  Freulich,  photographer,  have 
written  "How  They  Make  a  Motion 
Picture"  which  is  being  published 
by  Thomas  Crowell  Co.  of  New  York. 
The  book  is  designed  chiefly  as  a 
text  book  for  schools  and  colleges. 


AUTO  CRASH  FATAL 
TO  OTTO  MUELLER,  JR. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  Paramount's  real  estate  depart- 
ment, stood  at  two  yesterdaye^,n- 
juries  sustained  by  Otto  H.  Mulbf'r, 
Jr.,  45,  of  St.  Paul,  proving  fatal. 
Mueller  was  in  charge  of  mainten- 
ance for  the  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co. 

Two  other  theater  men  injured  in 
the  accident,  J.  J.  Ludwig,  of  Min- 
neapolis, vice-president  and  busi- 
ness manager  of  the  amusement 
company,  and  Charles  C.  Burton, 
New  York  City,  associated  with 
Paramount's  construction  depart- 
ment, will  recover.  They  were  re- 
ported resting  easily  last  night  in 
Waseka  Memorial  Hospital. 

Accident  occurred  when  the  car  in 
which  the  four  theater  men  were 
riding  was  sideswiped  by  a  truck 
while  en  route  from  Minneapolis  to 
Sioux   Falls,    S.   D. 


KEEP  YOUR 

RED    CROSS 

ALWAYS  READY 


Helen  Chandler  III 

Helen  Chandler  is  a  patient  at  the 
Fifth  Avenue  Hospital. 


RED  CROSS  ROLL  CALL 

November  11-30,  1939 

Your  memberships  given  NOW  assure 
aid  to  war  sufferers,  disaster  relief, 
Braille  for  the  blind,  care  of  needy 
or  disabled  veterans,  and  First  Aid  and 
Life   Saving   training. 

Send  Your  Memberships  to: 

MOTION  PICTURES  GROUP 

NEW  YORK  CHAPTER 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 

315  Lexington  Ave.,  New  York 


Friday,  November  3,  1939 


NAZIS  WAGE  CAMPAIGN 
FOR  MEXICAN  MARKET 


By  MARCO-AURELIO  GALINDO 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Mexico,  D.  F. — Outside  signs  to 
tl  contrary,  Mexico  is  the  battle- 
gi^und  of  intense  commercial  war- 
fare between  Nazi  trade  agencies 
and  those  of  the  U.  S.  for  domina- 
tion of  the  native  film  industry,  par- 
ticularly in  the  matter  of  motion 
picture  equipment  and  raw  stock. 

The  A.  E.  G.  organization  here 
and  the  Compania  Importadora  de 
Peliculas  Ufa,  chief  distributor  of 
German-made  films  in  Mexico,  are 
endeavoring  to  install  German-made 
projection  and  sound-reproduction 
equipment  in  Mexican  film  houses. 
Both  organizations  recently  have 
enlarged  their  local  quarters,  and 
seem  confident  that  imports  will  be 
available  to  meet  any  local  market 
demands  despite  the  British  block- 
ade. 

A  strenuous  campaign  by  Agfa 
is  under  way,  long-time  credits  and 
other  facilities  being  extended  to 
native  film  makers.  At  least  a 
dozen  native  pictures  within  the 
last  12  months  have  employed  nega- 
tives and  positives  supplied  by 
Agfa. 

A  new  arrangement  reportedly  is 
the  making  between  A.  E.  G.  Cia. 
Mexicana  de  Electricidad,  Mexican 
representatives  for  the  German  A. 
E.  G.  organization,  and  Klangfilm 
which  will  enable  the  latter  to  sell 
more  equipment  to  new  film  theaters 
as  well  as  supply  replacement  units. 

Despite  all  German  efforts,  how- 
evter,  RCA  High  Fidelity  sound 
system  and  Simplex  projectors  were 
chosen  for  the  recently  inaugurated 
Cine  Colosa,  a  6,600-seat  neighbor- 
hood house,  largest  in  the  country, 
as  well  as  for  the  new  5,000-seat 
Teatro  Coliseo  in  Puebla,  in  the 
State   of   Puebla. 

In  the  matter  of  fieatures,  the 
invasion  by  Nazi  distributors  has 
been  far  from  successful.  Very  few 
German-made  films  get  anv  playing 
time,  while  propaganda  films  are 
refused.  For  the  past  12  months  or 
more,  not  one  German-made  feature 
picture  has  played  any  of  the  first- 
run  theaters  in  the  Mexican  capital. 

A  bid  is  being  made  by  Japan  to 
introduce  feature  pictures  via  a  dis- 
tributing office  established  locally 
under  the  management  of  R.  Nishi- 
iima,  Japanese  businessman  who  has 
been  conducting:  trade  in  Guadala- 
jara, in  the  State  of  Jalisco,  for 
several  years.  Nishijima  is  import- 
ing product  from  the  Japanese  stu- 
dios of  Shochiku,  Nikkatsu  and  Toho. 


50c  for  '40  World's  Fair 

Admission  charge  when  the  New 
York  World's  Fair  reopens  in  late 
May  next  year  will  be  50  cents,  it 
is  officially  announced. 

Interstate  Books  Legit. 

Dallas — Interstate  has  booked  Ed- 
ward Everett  Horton  in  "Spring- 
time for  Henry,"  legit,  for  the  Melba 
in  February. 


A"£UtU 


By  RALPH  WILK 


HOLLYWOOD 
Para.  Starts  Six  In  January 

PARAMOUNT  will  start  the  new 
year  with  a  bang,  six  features 
starting  production  during  January. 
They  are  "I  Want  a  Divorce"  based 
on  the  popular  radio  feature  of  the 
same  title  to  be  produced  by  George 
Arthur  from  a  script  by  Adela  Rog- 
ers St.  John;  "The  Ghost  Breaker," 
taken  from  the  stage  hit  of  the  same 
title  and  scheduled  for  production 
by  Arthur  Hornblow,  Jr.,  with  Bob 
Hope  in  the  starring  role;  "Triumph 
Over  Pain,"  another  Arthur  Horn- 
blow  production  to  be  directed  by 
Henry  Hathaway;  "The  Night  of 
January  16th"  based  on  the  Broad- 
way stage  hit  of  the  same  title;  an 
untitled  feature  to  be  produced  by 
George  Arthur  with  an  all  star  cast, 
and  "King  of  the  Ice." 

T  ▼  T 

5    Stars    In   DeMille's    Pix 

Five  stars  will  head  the  cast  of 
Cecil  Be  DeMille's  "Northwest 
Mounted  Police."  Two  of  them  al- 
ready have  been  cast — Joel  McCrea 
and  Robert  Preston.  Another  male 
star  and  two  feminine  stars  remain 
to  be  selected.  DeMille  is  planning 
two  location  expeditions,  one  into 
Canada  and  the  second  to  one  of 
the  western  states  to  start  before  the 
first  of  the  year. 

T  ▼  T 

'Twill  Be  "New  Moon" 

"New  Moon"  has  been  selected 
as  final  title  for  the  forthcoming 
Jeanette  MacDonald-Nelson  Eddy 
nicture.  which  had  been  temporarilv 
titled  "Lover,  Come  Back  to  Me." 
It  will  include  the  outstanding  mus- 
ical numbers  of  Sigmund  Romberg's 
operetta,  "New  Moon." 

T  T  T 

To    Re-make    "Divorcement" 

Maureen  O'Hara,  young  Irish  ac- 
tress, has  been  signed  to  star  for 
RKO  Radio  in  a  new  version  of  "A 


Gibraltar  Shifts   Managers 

Denver — Buster  Morris,  manager 
of  the  Teton,  Powell,  Wyo.,  has  been 
moved  to  the  managership  of  the 
Mesa,  Douglas,  Wyo.,  as  one  of  the 
changes  made  by  Charles  R.  Gil- 
mour  Gibraltar  Enterprises  presi- 
dent. Harold  Johnson  goes  from 
Douglas  to  Glenwood  Springs,  Colo., 
to  manage  the  Orpheum  and  Colo- 
rado theaters,  recently  taken  over 
by  the  company.  Everett  Haxby, 
manager  of  the  Bluffs  Theater, 
Scottsbluff,  Neb.,  has  been  promoted 
to  be  assistant  to  William  Boston, 
manager  of  the  Gibraltar  properties 
in  that  section;  Harry  Rodel.  recent- 
ly manager  of  the  Crystal,  Mitchell, 
Neb.,  has  been  made  manager  of  the 
Bluffs;  and  Morris  Rock  will  have 
charge  of  the  exploitation  for  the 
Gilbaltar  houses  in  Bridgeport,  Mor- 
rell  and  Gering,  all  in  Nebraska. 


Bill  of  Divorcement,"  which  will  go 
into  production  late  this  month  with 
Adolphe  Menjou  and  Fay  Bainter 
also  in  leads. 

T  T  T 

They'll  Tour  With   Lolly 

Ronald  Reagan  and  Jane  Wyman, 
young  Warner  screen  players  whose 
engagement  was  reported  in  Holly- 
wood earlier  this  week,  are  joining 
the  Louella  Parsons  personal  appear- 
ance junket  that  will  take  off  in 
about  two  weeks.  Reagan  will  act 
as  master  of  ceremonies  in  the  show 
the  Hearst  columnist  is  assembling. 

T  T  T 

Kate  Smith  to  20th-Fox? 

Don't  be  surprised  if  20th-Fox 
signs  Kate  Smith  for  a  pix.  Studio 
has  acquired  Harold  Darnton's 
"Moon  Over  the  Mountain"  with  the 
radio  star  in  view,  it  is  understood. 

▼  T  T 

Title  for  Fields-West  Pix 

Tentative  title  for  that  W.  C. 
Fields-Mae  West  pix  for  Universal 
is  "My  Little  Chickadee." 

T  T  T 

Wanger  Borrows  Pidgeon 

Walter  Wanger  has  borrowed 
Walter  Pidgeon  from  Metro  for 
"The  House   Across  the   Bay." 

T  T  T 

"Skylark"  for  Norma  Shearer? 

Metro  is  reported  seeking  pix 
rierhts  to  Samson  Raphaelson's  play, 
"Skylark,"  for  Norma  Shearer's  use. 

▼  ▼  T 

Hull   In   "My    Son,   My    Son!" 

Henry  Hull  has  been  engaged  for 
the  role  of  Dermot  O'Riorden  in  Ed- 
ward Small's  forthcoming  produc- 
tion of  Howard  Spring's  best-sel- 
ler, "My  Son,  My  Son!"  Alreadv 
cast  in  the  other  leading  roles  are 
Brian  Aherne  as  William  Essex,  and 
Louis  Hayward  in  the  role  of  Oliver 
Essex. 


Argus  Completes  First 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Argus  Pictures  has 
completed  "Double  Deal,"  the  first 
of  a  series  of  six  pictures  to  be  made 
with  all-colored  cast.  Arthur  Drei- 
fuss  directed  with  Mack  Stengler 
handling  the  camera.  Four  songs 
used  in  the  picture  were  written  by 
Peter  Tinturin   and  Henry  Tobias. 


Claude  Gillingwater  Dead 

West    Coast  Bureau   of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Claude  Gillingwater, 
69,  veteran  screen  and  stage  actor, 
died  here  from  a  self-inflicted  bullet 
wound.  Character  actor  had  been  in 
ill  health  for  the  last  three  years, 
following  a  studio  fall. 

N.  Y.  Thanksgiving  Nov.  23 

New  York  State  will  observe  the 
Rooseveltian  Thanksgiving  Day  on 
Nov.  23  by  proclamation  of  Governor 
Lehman. 


20TH-F0H  "DRUMS" 
GETS  5  PREMIERES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pix,  adapted  from  Walter  D.  Ed- 
monds' story  of  Revolutionary  War 
days  hereabouts,  a  multiple  premi- 
ere. 

Locally,  the  pix  bowed  in  at  the 
Palace  last  night  before  an  audience 
largely  official.  P.a.'s  were  made 
by  Lynn  Bari,  Joan  Davis,  Arleen 
Whelan  and  Arthur  Shields.  There 
were  the  traditional  gala  trimmings. 
Gov.  Herbert  Lehman,  Mayor  John 
Boyd  Thatcher  and  State  Police 
Superintendent  John  A.  Warner 
v/ere  among  those  who  attended  the 
local  opening. 

Opening  at  Schenectady's  Proctor 
was  marked  by  an  unprecedented 
display  of  lighting  effects.  The  four 
20th-Fox  players  made  p.a.'s  there 
following  earlier  appearances  at 
Schine's  Rialto,  Amsterdam,  scene 
of  another  "world  premiere."  Am- 
sterdam staged  a  parade  for  the 
event,  as  did  Gloversville  where  the 
pix  bowed  in  at  the  Glove  during 
the  afternoon. 

Four  players  also  made  p.a.'s 
there,  following  a  Schine  luncheon 
in  their  honor  at  the  Kingsborough 
Hotel.  Gloversville  went  to  town 
for  the  premiere,  even  declaring  a 
school  holiday. 

Fifth  in  the  series  of  premieres 
took  place  last  night  at  the  Olympic 
Theater,  Utica,  with  seats  at  $2.50. 
Jane  Withers,  who  made  a  p.a.,  was 
guest  earlier  at  a  tea  and  reception. 
Edmonds,  author,  came  on  from 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  for  the  festive 
opening. 


Schines  Win  Compensation 
Suit  Against  Mass.  Firm 

Gloversville,  N.  Y.— Schine  Theat- 
rical Enterprises,  Inc.,  were  the  vic- 
tors here  in  a  suit  involving  six 
years  of  litigation,  when  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Ellsworth  C.  Lawrence 
gave  them  a  verdict  totaling  more 
than  $1,200  against  the  Massachu- 
setts Bonding  and  Insurance  Co.  The 
judgment  comprises  $378.70  in  in- 
terest on  $3,004  compensation  paid 
by  the  Schine  chain,  $800  in  attor- 
neys' fees  and  $88.40  in  expenses 
incurred  in  carrying  the  case 
through  the  Compensation  and  other 
courts. 

The  case  grew  out  of  the  death 
of  William  Brady,  Aug.  30,  1933, 
from  burns  sustained  in  a  projec- 
tion booth  fire  at  the  Empire  Thea- 
ter, Glens  Falls,  a  Schine  house. 
Insurance  company  claimed  the  par- 
ticular type  of  fatality  was  not 
covered  by  its   policy. 

The  Schines  were  represented  by 
Attorneys  Howard  Antevil,  head  of 
the  home  office  legal  staff,  and  Har- 
old W.  Ward.  John  J.  Scully  of  Al- 
bany represented  the  insurance  com- 
pany. 
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NEW  CASH  GIVEAWAY  |U.  S.  Production  in  Latin  American 


GIVEN  NEB.  OKAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

here,  and  subsequently  outlawed  as 
a  lottery  by  the  Supreme  Court 
some  years  back,  lenience  has  been 
given  a  cash  giveaway  stunt  in 
Nebraska. 

Given  the  go -signal  has  been 
"Prosperity  Night,"  which  asks  for 
registration  in  the  lobby  of  the  the- 
ater, the  day  and  evening  of  the 
o-iveaway.  It  needs  no  ticket  pur- 
chase to  be  eligible,  neither  does  the 
registrant  have  to  attend  the  thea- 
ter, have  a  minimum  time  to  claim 
the  prize,  or  have  to  be  present 
when  his  name  is  called. 

Attorney  General  Johnson,  sum- 
ming up  the  Supreme  Court's  lot- 
tery ruling,  said  a  violation  needed 
three  points— a  prize,  chance,  and 
consideration.  Since  the  third  point 
is  missing  from  "Prosperity  Night, 
he  believes  it  to  be  in  the  clear. 

Maynard  Grosshans,  county  at- 
torney in  York,  brought  up  the 
question  for  the  Attorney  Generals 
ruling.  , 

Since  Bank  Night  was  socked  by 
adverse  rulings,  similar  stymies 
were  placed  on  Screeno,  Bingo,  Job 
Night,  Work  Night,  etc. 

New  Chi.  Circuit  Looms 

Chicago— H.  A.  Nichols  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  newly  or- 
ganized Wabash  Theater  Corp.  with 
offices  at  105  W.  Monroe  St.  B. 
Burk  was  named  vice-president  and 
E  H.  Allen  secretary.  The  com- 
pany has  taken  over  the  Wabash 
Theater  as  the  first  house  of  a  con- 
templated circuit. 

Schmertz  Aids  CC  Drive 

Cleveland — For  the  third  consecu- 
tive year  I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox 
branch  manager  has  been  named 
chairman  of  the  motion  picture  di- 
vision of  the  Cleveland  Community 
Fund  Drive.  Mrs.  Georgia  Mof- 
fett,  Variety  Club  secretary  will  as- 
sist him,  as  usual. 

Manos  House  to  Harris 

Pittsburgh  — The  900-seat  Manos 
Theater,  Jeannette,  now  being  con- 
structed by  Mike  Manos  and  recent- 
ly having  been  reported  as  leased 
to  Warner  Theaters,  has  been  leased 
to  the  Harris  Amusement  Co.  and 
will  open  Nov.  7. 


Toreado(o)r  Ajar! 

Not  even  opera  can  be  counted  as 
sacred  to  Nazi  propagandists,  Armando 
A.  Miranda,  prexy  of  Puerto  Rico's 
Borinquen  Film  Co.,  told  the  Ampa 
luncheon  meeting  yesterday.  He  said 
that  the  film,  "Carmen,"  flickered 
along  smoothly,  but  at  an  unexpected 
moment  rang  out  with  a  totalitarian 
tenet.  Miranda  said  that  the  Latin- 
American  countries  are  up  against  this 
sort  of  thing,  and  that  the  inroads 
of  European  features  can  be  arrested  by 
U.  S.  companies  supplying  more  pix 
which  appeal  to  the  Pan-American  fam- 
ily of  nations  .  .   .   and  their  audiences. 


Countries  Dangerous,  Golden  Warns 


{Continued 

individual,  were  in  rebuttal  to  criti- 
cism launched  against  American 
methods  in  Latin-America  by  Rene 
Borgia,  attache  of  the  Venezuelan 
Embassy  in  charge  of  publicity; 
Eddie  Le  Baron,  producer  of  Span- 
ish-language films;  and  Armando 
A.  Miranda,  president  of  the  Borin- 
quen Film  Co.,  leading  indie  distrib. 
in  Puerto  Rico. 

Characterizing  the  bulk  of  the 
charges  made  against  the  industry 
here  "as  clearly  an  indictment  of 
American  methods"  and  demanding 
refutation  in  several  important  in- 
stances, Golden  asserted  that,  inas- 
much as  the  motion  picture  business 
is  a  business,  that  any  steps  taken 
by  U.  S.  producers  to  make  feature 
films  in  Latin-America  would  in  a 
practical  sense  be  training  Latin- 
American  personnel;  building  the  na- 
tive industry  there,  and  creating 
competition  which  would  sooner  or 
later  invite  quota  legislation. 
Cites  Good  Will  Efforts 
American  majors  have  been  con- 
stantly bending  efforts  of  late,  Gol- 
den said,  "to  build  tre  finest  of 
good-will  between  Latin-America 
and  the  United  States,"  and  added 
that  the  foreign  departments  of  the 
nroducer-distributor  companies  and 
Mai.  Frederick  L.  Herron  of 
MPPDA  deserve  "a  tribute"  for  their 
constructive  operating:  policies  in 
the  Latin-American  fields,  and  are 
in  no  way  responsible  for  practices 
indulged  in  there  bv  certain  "states 
rights"  companies. 

Golden  conceded  that  in  the  past 
few  years  U.  S.  playing-time  per- 
centage has  undergone  a  slight  de- 
cline amounting;  to  five  per  cent  in 
the  approximately  20  Pan-American 
countries.  Currently,  the  TJ.  S.  per- 
centage is  75.  while  that  occupied 
bv  French,  German,  Italian  and 
other  product  shipped  into  Latin- 
America  amounts  to  15  per  cent. 
Native  films  account  for  the  remain- 
in  f  10  ner  cent. 

The  best  the  U.  S.  distribs.  could 
hone  for  in  the  near  future,  since 
Latin -America's  native  production 
"nav  be  in  for  a  rise  because  of  the 
European  war.  is  to  cut  into  the 
15  per  cent  figure  of  foreisrn  nations 
hv  about  10  per  cent. 

fi2  Million  Ft.  In  9  Months 
Rise  of  U.  S.  pix  in  Latin-Amer- 
ica is  evident,  he  asserts,  from  the 
iumn  from  61.000  000  feet  in  1932 
*-n  88.000  000  in  1938  During;  th° 
first  r.ino  months  of  the  current 
•rear.  62.000  000  feet  have  e?one  to 
La  tin- America. 

Short  subject  producers  in  the  U. 
S..  and  The  March  of  Time.  Golden 
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suggested,  can  do  a  big  good-will 
service  in  South  and  Central  Amer- 
ica by  making  more  films  delineat- 
ing the  life,  customs  and  scenic  as- 
sets of  Pan-American  neighbors,  and 
major  producers  can  send  stars  there 
as  good-will  "ambassadors." 

The  U.  S.,  he  said,  welcomes  Latin- 
America  films,  and  all  we  want  in 
return  is  a  fair  opportunity  to  com- 
pete in  the  Pan-American  markets 
without  having  to  face  harmful 
legislation. 

Golden  placed  Latin-American  pro- 
duction in  1938  at  139  features,  50 
issuing  from  Argentina,  as  against 
30  in  1937;  60  from  Mexico,  which 
made  52  in  1937;  11  from  Peru. 
where  only  2  were  made  in  1937; 
and  the  balance  scattering. 

Golden  decried  publicity  of  an 
adverse  and  irritating  character 
which  has  sometimes  attended  the 
trips  of  U.  S.  distributor  execs,  into 
South  and  Central  America.  These 
trips  have  been  accompanied  fre- 
quently by  announcements  from 
press  departments  that  the  U.  S. 
is  increasing  its  activities  in  that 
market.  This  has  a  justifiably  poor 
effect  on  Latin-American  minds,  for 
it  produces  this  reaction:  "You're 
coming  down  here  to  make  up  on  us 
what  you  are  losing  elsewhere." 

Borgia   Raps  Superfluous   Titles 

Rene  Borgia's  address  was  _  read 
bv  Paul  Lazarus.  Ampa  president, 
and  it  expressed  the  view  that  about 
70  per  cent  of  titles  in  U.  S.  pix 
sent  into  Latin-America  are  super- 
fluous and  interfere  with  audience 
enioyment.  American  methods,  he 
added,  are  destroying  the  market 
for  Hollywood  product,  throuerh  lack 
of  understanding  of  the  people  there. 

Eddie  LeBaron,  Spanish-laneuae-e 
film  producer,  declared  that  the  U. 
S.  is  doomed  to  lose  Latin-American 
market  dominance  bv  lack  of  fore- 
sight, princinally  bv  makinc  the 
market  a  "dimming-  ground"  for 
o-ood.  bad  and  indifferent  nix  alike: 
failure  to  use  personnel  who  know 
the  Spanish  language  and  the  mar- 
Vet;  and  failure  to  make  fil^s  for 
the   market   in   Latin- America. 

Armando  A.  Miranda.  h°^d  of  the 
■Rorinmien  Film  Co..  a^e  indie  dis- 
tributing- outfit  in  Puerto  Rico 
Wasted  the  Film  Board  there  and 
the  "suner"  bloelc-Viookine  methods 
nrevailine.  which,  he  avers,  make 
-=-»->iihs.  buy  product  thev  can't  pos- 
=ibl^  use  numerirallv.  He  delivered 
c  s^orchine-  indictment  of  American 
methods:  cited  the  growing;  nonu- 
larity  of  foreisrn  pix  on  the  5=1ar>d- 
and  pleaded  for  realism  in  Holly- 
wood features. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Program  will  be  all-RKO,  support- 
ing shorts  including  "Information 
Please"    and    Disney's    "Beachff'ic- 
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Walter  Brandt  Stricken 

Youngstown,  O. — Stricken  with  a 
stroke  while  driving  on  the  highway 
near  here,  Walter  Brandt,  widely 
known  Vitagraph  salesmen,  is  in  a 
critical  condition  in  St.  Elizabeth's 
Hospital  here. 


lindamood  to  Athletics 

New  Market,  Va. — Welden  (Lef- 
ty) Lindamood,  chief  of  service,  New 
Market  Theater,  and  star  pitcher  on 
the  New  Market  Ball  Club,  has  just 
signed  a  contract  with  the  Philadel- 
phia Athletics. 


Pittsburgh — A  mile-long  pageant 
led  by  Superintendent  of  Public 
Safety  George  E.  A.  Fairley  and 
screen  star  Claire  Trevor  this  after- 
noon will  touch  off  a  round  of  activi- 
ties of  civic  celebrations  to  be  held 
here  in  connection  with  the  observ- 
ance of  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  city  of  Alle- 
gheny (now  Pittsburgh's  North 
Side)  to  be  climaxed  with  the  $2.50 
world  premiere  of  "Allegheny  Up- 
rising." The  picture  will  bow  in  at 
Loew's  Penn  Theater  as  part  of  the 
big  three-day  celebration. 

P.  J.  Wolfson,  screen  author  and 
producer  of  the  show,  and  Neil 
Swanson,  author  of  "The  First  Reb- 
el" novel  on  which  the  screenplay 
is  based,  are  here  for  the  festivities. 
Miss  Trevor  arrived  here  yesterday 
after  two  days  in  Washington  and  a 
visit  to  the  colonial  exhibit  in  Wil- 
liamsburg. 


Redbook  to  Make  Award 

Editors  of  Redbook  Magazine  an- 
nounce the  inaugural  of  a  motion 
picture  award  of  the  year  "to  an 
individual  or  an  organization  that, 
in  their  estimation,  has  contributed 
most  to  the  improvement  of  the  ar- 
tistic standai-ds  during  the  preced- 
ing year."  Award  will  take  the  form 
of  a  trophy.  Announcement  of  the 
first  winner  will  be  made  in  the  Jan- 
uary issue,  out  Dec.  1. 

M-G-M  to  Star  Vivien  Leigh 

/■«  »ast  Bureau  nf  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — M-G-M  has  borrowed 
Vivien  Leigh  from  Selznick  Inter- 
nation  to  to  star  in  "Waterloo  Bridge" 
which  Mervyn  LeRoy  will  direct, 
with  Sidney  A.  Franklyn  as  pro- 
ducer. Later  LeRoy  will  produce  and 
direct  "Ziegfeld  Girl." 


Blackstone  for  Great  States 

Chicago — Great  States  circuit  has 
booked  Blackstone,  magician,  into 
several  of  its  key  spots,  starting 
with  the  Orpheum,  Champaign. 


Martin  Leaving  UDT 

Detroit — Albert  F.  Martin,  audi- 
tor for  United  Detroit  Theaters,  is 
resigning. 


Wanted:  Astronomers 

London  (By  Cable) — Looks  as  though 
film  salesmen  here  will  have  to  take 
a    course    in    astronomy. 

Sales  execs,  are  impressing  upon  their 
sales  forces  the  necessity  for  getting 
as  many  dates  as  possible  on  the  nights 
when  the  moon   is  full. 

Yes,  you  guessed  right — the  blackout 
is   the   answer. 


\iii  Q  A  I  HoTIywoo^^Ececutiv^oardsof  the  local  IA  unions  will  meet  today  to 

Yieef    OI1     Wage    DOOSt    MDrOgaTlOn  —consider  the  producers'  requests  that  the  recent  10  per  cent  wage  in- 


rease  be  abrogated.    William  Bioff,  following  a  conference  Saturday,  indicated  that  he  would  recommend  the  problem  be  also  taken  up 

roups  in  the  industry,  ^  flHHB 
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Majors  and  Neb.  Theaters  Named  in  Omaha  Trust  Suit 

CODE  PROPONENTS  SEEjfE  IN  MURPhTS  STAND 

7  French  Studios  Ready  to  Reopen;  More  in  December 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Code  to  the  Fore 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


DOMESTIC 

CODE :  Pix  Code  again  spotlighted 
Week's  news  with  Attorney  General 
Murphy  admitting  it  might  be  okay 
with  "stipulations,"  as  Harry  Brandt, 
[TOA  prexy,  called  at  D  of  J  seek- 
ing reversal  of  its  anti-Code  stand 
,  .  .  N.  Y.  Allied  proposed  a  Code 
for  the  State  and  set  up  machinery 
to  work  for  it  .  .  .  RKO  Radio  re- 
ported its  arbitration  clauses  being 

added  to  all  contracts. 

*  *         * 

I  LITIGATION:  Gov't  picked  Wil- 
liam P.  Farnsworth  to  aid  in  prose- 
cuting the  N.  Y.  equity  suit,  after 
D  of  J  intimation  that  no  outside 
',  help  was  needed  .  .  .  Revamped  iri- 
.   terrogatories    were    served    in    the 

'  Florida    anti-trust    suit. 

*  *        * 

WEST  COAST:  AMPP  requested 
IA  studio  unions  to  relinquish  re- 
cent 10  per  cent  wage   increase   as 

,  ;\var  effect  bumper.  IA's  Wm.  Bioff 
promised  to  present  demand  to  em- 

5   ergency  meeting  of  the  unions  .  .  . 

o    Studio  execs,  vigorously  denied  re- 

?  ports  of  studio  temporary  shut- 
downs .  .  .  Agents'  Guild  ratified 
10-year  franchise  with  SAG. 

*  *         * 

EXHIB.  ASS'NS:  N.  Y.  Allied 
board  backed  Prexy  Max  A.  Cohen, 
s  with  opposition  to  him  fading  out, 
and  declared  war  on  Bingo  in  Buf- 
falo .  .  .  MPTOA  sought  revision 
of  liability  and  fire  insurance  laws 
as  affecting  theaters;  also  decided 
to  press  distribs.  for  their  stand  on 
concessions  desired  by  exhibs.  .  .  . 
Western  N.  Y.  MPTO  explained 
its  opposition  to  the  Neely  bill,  and 
warned  that  passage  of  pari-mutuels 

in  State  would  spell  ruin  for  exhibs. 

*  .,*        * 

REORGS. :  Judge  Bondy  defended 
delay  in  a  new  RKO  underwriting 
agreement  .  .  .  Grand  National, 
requested  N.  Y.  Federal  Court  for 
reorganization  under  the  Chandler 
Act. 


Expect  Dozen  Productions  to 

be   Finished   Before 

End  of  Year 

Paris  (By  Cable) — Production  stu- 
dios, for  the  most  part  closed  at  the 
mobilization  of  troops,  have  reor- 
ganized their  technical  staffs  and 
the  majority  of  them  will  reopen 
in  the  near  future. 

Activities  will  begin  shortly  in  the 
following  studios,  it  is  stated:  Pa  the 
(Joinville);     Eclair,    Francois    Pre- 

(Continued   on   Page   4) 

60LDWYNT0MAINTAIN 
PRODUCTION  ACTIVITY 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Sam  Goldwyn  will 
maintain  production  activity  through 
the  Winter.  He  is  placing  "Vina- 
garroon"  in  production  in  Novem- 
ber and  will  follow  it  with  "Sweet- 
heart of  Turret  One."  Goldwyn  also 
{Continued  on  Page  2) 


Cinemas  in  Britain 
Win  hater  Closing 

London  (By  Cable) — Effective  today, 
all  cinemas  and  theaters  in  the  United 
Kingdom  except  those  in  the  West  End, 
will  be  permitted  to  remain  open  until 
11   p.m. 

In  the  instance  of  those  London  cine- 
mas which  have  operated  under  the 
group  plan,  remaining  open  up  to  10 
p.m.  in  alternate  weeks,  the  11  p.m. 
hour  will  prevail.  The  alternate  pro- 
vision  continues,   however. 


NEW  MONEY  RULINGS 
IN  CANADA  SEEN  AID 


RCA's  Third  Quarter  Net 
Increases  to  $1,894,224 

RCA  and  subsidiaries  made  a  net 
profit  in  the  third  quarter,  ended 
Sept.  30,  last,  of  $1,894,224.15,  equal 
to  .079  on  13,881,016  common  shares, 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Toronto — Modification  of  rulings 
by  the  Foreign  Securities  Control 
Board  of  Canada  in  respect  to  its 
restrictions  on  the  flow  of  money 
between  the  Dominion  and  the  TJ.  S. 
and  Great  Britain  are  hailed  with 
deep  satisfaction  in  film  circles. 
Changes  will  be  a  big  aid  in  restor- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


East.  SAG  Members  Get  6,687 
Days  Employment  in  15  Mos. 

Eastern    members    of    the    Screen 

Actors    Guild    received    a    total    of 

6,687  days  of  employment  during  the 

past  15   months,   a   slight   improve- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Majors,  Tri-States  and  Mort  Singer 
House  Named  in  Goldberg  Trust  Suit 


Phillips  Funeral  Rites 

at  Stapleton,  S.  I.,  Today 

Religious  funeral  services  for  E. 
Paul  Phillips,  Paramount  theater 
executive  who  died  Wednesday  from 
injuries  received  in  an  auto  accident 
in  Waseca,  Minn.,  will  be  held  at 
2  o'clock  this  afternoon  at  Cooke's 
Funeral  Home  in  Beach  St.,  Staple- 
(Continued  em  Page  4) 


Omaha  —  Charging  restraint  of 
trade  in  the  distribution  and  exhibi- 
tion of  motion  pictures,  R.  D.  Gold- 
berg of  the  theater  circuit  bearing 
his  name  has  named  two  theater 
firms  and  eight  film  companies  in 
an  anti-trust  suit  filed  here  in  Fed- 
eral Court. 

Suit  is  regarded  as  the  second 
round  in  a  fight  between  Goldberg 
and  A.  H.  Blank,  president  of  Tri- 
(Cantinued  on  Page  4) 


Leaders    See    Code    Possible 

That  Would  Not  Conflict 

With  Equity  Suit 

Industry  reaction  to  Attorney 
General  Frank  Murphy's  remarks  to 
the  effect  that  a  trade  practice  code 
might  be  approved  if  certain  stipu- 
lations were  made  resulted  in  a 
variety  of  interpretations  over  the 
week-end.  However,  all  who  were 
contacted  agreed  that  any  code  that 
might  be  approved  could  not  con- 
flict with  the  Government's  suit. 
Murphy  made  his  remarks  on  Thurs- 
day to  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  presi- 
dent. 

Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  New 
York  Allied,  was  of  the  opinion  that 
if    a    representative    group    of    ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

CALL  GNCREDITORS 
MEETING  FOR  NOV.  17 


Federal  Judge  Samuel  Mandel- 
baum  on  Friday  referred  proceed- 
ings under  the  Chandler  Act  of 
Grand  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  to 
Referee    Peter    B.    Olney,    Jr.,    who 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Expect  Dramatists  Guild 

Will  Ratify  Pact  Today 

Proposed  Minimum  Basic  Agree- 
ment for  licensing  of  film  rights  to 
the    film-producer    financial    backer 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


12  B'way  Holdovers 

Holdovers  are  the  rule  at  Broadway 
pix  theaters  this  week,  with  eight  In 
regular  houses  and  four  foreigns.  The- 
aters and  pictures  held  are:  Astor, 
"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips";  Rivoli,  "Jamaica 
Inn";  Capitol,  "Babes  in  Arms";  Music 
Hall,  "Mr.  Smith  Coes  to  Washington"; 
Paramount,  "Disputed  Passage";  Strand, 
"On  Dress  Parade";  Belmont,  "Ireland's 
Border  Line"t  Little  Carnegie,  "Of  Hu- 
man Bondage"  (revival);  World,  "Har- 
vest"; 55th  St.  Playhouse,  "Rasputin"; 
Central,  "Port  of  Shadows'.!:  5th  Ave. 
1  Pl^yhousl,  <^Thfe  0m  Concert"  (nAisicalN 
sForts). 

,    c,      m  J  -T7  ft       M      f-UZ! 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 

NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.  Seat 12%     12y2     12%     

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2l/2%) 

Co'umbia    Picts.    pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind ll/4       1%       1%     . 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..    10V4     IOV4     lOVi  +     Va 

East.    Kodak    164%  162%  163'/2  —     3& 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 14y4     13%     14      — "% 

Loew's,    Inc 36%     36        36      —     % 

do  pfd 

Paramount    8%       8%       83,4 

Paramount   1st   pfd...   87         87         87         ..... 
Paramount    2nd    pfd..      9%       93/4       9%  —     % 

Pathe    Film    10%     10%     10%     

RKO     - 1%       1%       15,4     

20th    Century-Fox    ..   15         14%     14% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24         24        24 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 72        72        72      — *3 " 

Warner    Bros 43/8       4%      4%  —     % 

do    pfd 47%     47        47—1 

NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101%  100%  100%  —     % 
Loew's   deb.   3  V,  $46 . 1 003/8  100         100 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.     Picts.    6s5S 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47    84        83%     84         '.'." 

RKO    6s41 ;. 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48  833/4     833/4     83%-ll"iA 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonorone   Ccrp 

Technicolor     133/4     13%     13%     '. 

Trans-Lux     13/8       iy8       13/8     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 8%       8%       8%  4-     % 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 '.      .... 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 
729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  ■ 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Goodbye,   Mr.   Chips   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)— 26th  week Astor 

Jamaica    Inn     (Paramount    Pictures-Mayflower)— 4th    week -.?, 

Babes     in     Arms     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)— 3rd     week   ...... . .Capito 

Mr    Smith  Goes  to  Washington    (Columbia   Pictures)— 3rd  week Music   Hall 

Disputed    Passage    (Paramount    Pictures)— 2nd    week Paramount 

On  Dress  Parade   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)— 2nd  week Strand 

Drums    Along    the    Mohawk    (20th    Century-Fox) -Roxy 

One    Hour    to    Live    (Universal    Pictures) ••■.?la.lt0 

The    Whipsaw     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)     (d) .....Criterion 

Of  Human  Bondage  (RKO  Radio  Pictures)^»th  week  (d) Little  Carnegie 

Beware    Spooks     (Columbia     Pictures) Go  be 

Hollywood     Cavalcade     (20th     Century-Fox)      (a-b) Pa  ac e 

The    Escape    (20th   Century-Fox)     (a) »,      ef 

Ireland's  Border  Line  (Dublin  Film  Corp.)— 5th  week Belmont 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center)— 6th   week ........ .World 

Rasputin    (Concord   Films)— 4th   week 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Port  of  Shadows  "Les  Quais  des   Brumes"    (Filma   Alliance)— 2nd  week Central 

The   Film   Concert    (World    Pictures)— 2nd    week 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

Marseillaise    (World   Pictures)    -""I?0 

Scipio     Africanus     (Esperia     Films) ci"ec,"a 

That  They   May  Live    (Mayer-Burstyn) Fflmarte 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS   ♦ 

Rulers  of  the  Sea   (Paramount  Pictures)— Nov.  8 Paramount 

First    Love    (Universal    Pictures)— Nov.    8 ^RlYol| 

Dancing   Co-Ed    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)— Nov.    9 Capitol 

Allegheny    Uprising     (RKO    Radio    Pictures)— Nov.    9 Palace 

Main  Street   Lawyer   (Republic   Pictures)— Nov.   9 Criterion 

The   Roaring   Twenties    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)— Nov.    10 Strand 

Call   a   Messenger    (Universal   Pictures)— Nov.    10 . Rialto 

Daytime   Wife    (20th   Century-Fox)     (c) ......Roxy 

Ninotchka     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Music    Hall 

Ultimatum    (J.  H.  Hoffberg)    (e) World 

(a)    Dual  bill.         (b)    Subsequent  run.         (c)    Follows  current  bill.         (d)    Revival. 


"Allegheny  Uprising"  Bow 
Makes  Pittsburgh  History 

Pittsburgh  —  World  premiere  of 
RKO  Radio's  "Allegheny  Uprising" 
at  Loew's  Penn  theater  here  Friday 
night  to  the  accompaniment  of  a 
Claire  Trevor  p.a.  goes  down  in  his- 
tory as  probably  the  biggest  the- 
atrical event  the  city  ever  experi- 
enced. SRO  audience  of  more  than 
3,500  paid  a  flat  $2.50  admission. 

Mile-long  parade  which  preceded 
the  opening  attracted  40,000  along 
the  line  of  march,  and  approximate- 
ly 10.000  more  packed  streets  in  the 
vicinitv  of  the  theater  for  the  "first 
night"  ballyhoo.  Premiere  was  tied 
in  with  the  centennial  of  the  city 
of  Allegheny,  now  incorporated  in 
greater  Pittsburgh. 

Opening  was  aired  over  KDKA 
and  NBC's  Blue  network.  It  was 
followed  by  a  supper  dance  at  the 
William  Penn  Hotel  at  which  Miss 
Trevor  was  honor  guest.  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs  presented 
the  actress  with  a  silver  plaque  at 
a  tea,  which  was  preceded  by  a 
cocktail  party.  She  remained  over 
Saturday  for  the  dedication  of  the 
radio  station's  new  transmitter  unit. 

Nell  H.  Swanson,  author  of  "The 
First  Rebel,"  from  which  the  pix  was 
adapted,  and  P.  J.  Wolfson,  pro- 
ducer-distributor, were  here  for  the 
opening. 


Roxy  to  Pay  Pfd.  Dividend 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Roxy 
Theater.  Inc.,  at  its  meeting  Friday 
declared  a  quarterly  dividend  of 
37%  cents  per  share  on  the  out- 
standing Preferred  Stock  of  the  Cor- 
poration, payable  Dec.  1,  to  stock- 
holders of  record  at  the  close  of 
business  on  Nov,  17, 


RCA's  Third  Quarter  Net 
Increases  to  $1,894,224 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  was  disclosed  on  the  week-end 
through  the  issuance  of  the  compa- 
nies'  consolidated    statement. 

This  sharply  exceeds  the  net  for 
the  corresponding  quarter  a  year  ago 
when  earnings  after  usual  deduc- 
tions, amounted  to  $1,616,449.28,  or 
.058   per  common   share. 

Notwithstanding  the  gain  regis- 
tered in  the  third  quarter  this  year 
over  the  third  quarter  of  1938,  the 
net  for  the  first  three-nuarters  of 
1939  is  somewhat  short  of  the  mark 
registered  for  the  corresponding 
period  a  year  ago.  Comparison 
shows  $4,066,425.30  for  1939  and 
$4,141,205.78  in   1938. 

Earnings  per  share  so  far  this 
year  on  the  13,881,016  shares  of  com- 
mon amount  to  .119,  whereas  the 
earnings  at  the  three-quarter  mark 
last  year  were  .124. 


Film  Exports  to  Warring 
Countries  Under  New  Act 


Film  shipments  from  the  U.  S.  to 
warring  countries  today  are  pro- 
gressing under  the  provisions  of  the 
Neutrality  Act  which,  passed  by 
Congress  on  Friday,  was  signed  by 
the  President  on  Saturday.  Senate 
amendments  pertaining  to  films  were 
retained  in  the  act  as  finally  adopted 
by  Senate  and  House. 

In  the  wake  of  the  legislation  lift- 
ing the  arms  embargo  there  was  one 
source  of  concern  for  U.  S.  film  in- 
terests. It  arose  from  the  fact  that 
the  British  might  limit  film  and 
other  imports  to  protect  exchange, 
needed  to  finance  heavy  war  essen- 
tials purchased  on  this  side. 


JAMES  ROOSEVELT,  Samuel  Coldwyn  vice- 
prexy,  is  here  on  business,  returning  to  the 
Coast  in  about  two  weeks. 

HARRY  BRANDT  was  in  Atlantic  City  over 
the  week-end. 

H.  M.  RICHEY,  RKO  director  of  exhibitor 
relations,  flew  to  Dallas  yesterday  for  a  brief 
stay. 

RICHARD  ALTSCHULER,  Republic  ptp^sing 
agent,  has  returned  to  the  Coast  afrit  sev- 
eral   weeks    in    New    York    on    business. 

JOHN  BOLES  is  here  from  the  Coast. 

HARRY  COHN  has  returned  te  Hollywood. 

NORMA  SHEARER,  CONRAD  NACEL,  JOHN 
McLAIN  and  LOU  HOLTZ  flew  to  the  Coast 
Friday   night  via   American   Airlines'   Mercury. 

DR.  A.  H.  GIANNINI  has  returned  to  the 
•oast  after  a  short  stay  here. 

DAVID  NIVEN  is  at  the  Waldorf. 

MONROE  GREENTHAL,  United  Artists  ex- 
ploitation manager,  returns  to  Ms  desk  today 
after    Coast   conferences. 

FRANK  H.  CASSIL,  prexy  of  the  Kansas- 
Missouri  Theaters  Association  has  returned  to 
headquarters  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  after  a  New 
York  visit. 

DAVID  LEWIS,  Metro  manager  in  Argentina, 
sailed   for  Buenos  Aires  over  the  week-end. 

WALTER  KANE  and  his  wife,  LYNN  BARI, 
have  left  for  Hollywood  after  a  short  stay  here. 

EZRA  STONE  leaves  for  the  Coast  this  week 
to    take    a    role    in    a    forthcoming    Paramount  I 
production. 

KATHLEEN  LOCKHART  has  left  for  the  Coast 
to  take  a  role  in  Metro's  "Florian." 

F.  T.  MURRAY,  manager  of  branch  opera- 
tions for  Universal,  is  back  in  New  York  after 
a  five  weeks'  tour. 


Sam  Goldwyn  to  Maintain 

His  Production  Activity 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

plans   two   or   three   additional   pic- 
tures. 

Walter  Wanger  will  shut  down 
his  operations  late  in  January  for 
approximately  three  months  but  in 
addition  to  "The  House  Across  the 
Bay"  he  will  make  "Personal  His- 
tory" before  the  close-down. 

Hal    Roach    does    not    plan    anyl 
shut    down    inasmuch    as    he    is    to  | 
make   six  pictures   besides   the   un- 
titled   Laurel    and    Hardy    feature 
now   in   production.      Shooting   will 
start  on  "One  Million  Years  B.  C."  at , 
an  early  date.         ' 

Selznick     International,     finishing  j 
"Rebecca"  shortly,  will  use   only  a 
skeleton  staff  during  December  and 
January.  Writers  will  be  put  to  work  ] 
in  February  on  new  material. 

Edward  Small  will  make  "My  Son, I 
My  Son,"  starting  in  November  and] 
will  follow  it  with  "Kit  Carson." 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson*  Times 
George   Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

with  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA   STONE         •         TEDDY    HART 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clork 
Blltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat 
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7  FRENCH  STUDIOS 
READY  TO  REOPEN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

mier,  Saint  Maurice;  Buttes-Chau- 
mont,  Montsouris,  Place  Clichy. 

Set  for  early  December  reopening 
are:  Billancourt,  Photosonor,  La 
Seine  and  Neuilly.  A  dozen  produc- 
tions are  expected  to  be  completed 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Forty  film  theaters  are  now  open 
in  this  city.  Only  war  film  being 
shown  in  Paris  is  "The  Lives  of  a 
Bengal  Lancer."  "Grand  Illusion," 
with  a  World  War  background,  has 
been  withdrawn  because  of  its  anti- 
war theme. 

At  the  front,  films  are  the  first 
recreational  choice  of  the  French 
soldiers.  First  portable  theater,  the 
gift  of  Lady  Doverdale,  is  now  in 
operation,  serving  a  wide  area.  Its 
transportation  is  in  charge  of  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  Motor  Service. 
Other  mobile  theaters  are  expected 
to  be  in  use  shortly. 

Reports  from  the  south  of  France 
indicate  that  business  in  that  area 
has  picked  up  considerably  as  the 
normal  population  has  been  steadily 
augmented  by  evacues  from  the  front 
area.  Theater  "take"  in  Marseilles 
and  Nice  is  said  to  be  equal  to  what 
was  considered  "good"  biz  in  normal 
times.  However,  most  companies  are 
unwilling  to  make  long  range  plans 
and  big  pictures  on  the  1939-40 
schedule  are  being  held  back. 

A  definite  demand  is  evident  in 
Paris  for  new  product,  and  follow- 
ing a  successful  run  of  a  new  re- 
lease of  one  major,  it  is  expected 
that  other  companies  will  make  avail- 
able additional  new  films.  Deliveries 
are  still  being  made  to  Switzerland 
and  Belgium,  with  business  off  more 
in  Switzerland  due  to  the  larger 
proportion  of  men  mobilized. 


265  Simultaneous  Openings 
For  "Elizabeth  and  Essex" 

With  addition  of  37  key  city  play- 
dates  over  the  week-end,  Warners' 
"The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and 
Essex"  will  have  a  total  of  265  sim- 
ultaneous openings  this  week.  Pix 
is  in  for  an  indefinite  run  at  the 
Boyd,  Philly,  where  it  had  its  world 
premiere,  home  office  was  advised. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER    6 
H.  M.  Wilcox 

Trem  Carr 
June  Marlowe 

Paul  Ellis 
Ruth   Selwyn 


with  PHIL  At.  DALYi 


•  •      •     HARK  to  a  tale of  this  111  ole  paper's  pulling  power 

In  Friday's  issue  there  appeared  a  "box"  on  page  four .You 

might  appropriately  call  it  a  "hat  box" since  it  was  literally  about 

a  hat one  which  was  "lost"  by  Ken  (MPPDA)  Clark  at  the  Ampa 

luncheon  meeting  on  Thursday although  another  lid  was  left  in 

its  place  on  Stouffer's  Restaurant  rack 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •    FOR  Clark  the  situation  was  tight and  so  was  the 

substitute   hat whose   band  disclosed   the   initials,  "L.O.B." 

Bystander  Herb  Berg,  the  Henry   Morgenthau   of  Ampa, 

knowing  full  well  how  serious  losses  may  be comforted  Clark 

by  crooning:  "I'll  see  if  I  can  enlist  the  aid  of  FILM  DAILY" 

which  he  did and  an  industry-wide  appeal  floated  forth  for 

the  fleeted  fez 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     WELL.  Sir.  less  than  a  half  hour  alter  the  Friday  issue  had 

reached  the  street Rutgers  Neilson,  the  J.  Edgar  Hoover  of  RKO 

Radio,  gandered  the  Page  4  box and  deduced  that  the   initials. 

"LO.B." might  be  "E.O.B."  in  a  state  of  disintegration Neilson 

recalled  that  a  distinguished  young  Gaelic  gent  Edmond  O'Brien 

had  complained  to  him  of  having  a  strange  skypiece  after  the  Ampa 

luncheon Quickly,  the  hats  returned  to  the  rightful  owners and 

the  mystery  was  almost  completely  solved There  remained  only 

one   small  detail: Was   it  a  publicity  stunt   of  Nellson's   to  take 

O'Brien  to  the  Ampa  luncheon? You  know  the  actor  has  lust  finished 

a  role  (stet  please)  in  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" appearing 

as  Gringoire the  starving  poet!...... 


Majors,  Neb.  Houses  Named 
in  Omaha  Anti-Trust  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

States  Theaters  of  Des  Moines,  one 
of  defendants.  Tri-States  prev- 
iously asked  the  court  fior  an  in- 
junction to  keep  Goldberg  from 
opening  his  State  Theater  soon. 
Court  has  not  acted  yet. 

Tri-States  operate  the  Orpheum 
and  Omaha  and  expect  to  open  the 
long-dark  Paramount  soon.  Also 
named  is  the  Brandeis,  Mort  H. 
Singer  house  and  RKO  affiliate.  Film 
companies  named  are.:  Columbia, 
Vitagraph,  20th-Fox,  United  Artists, 
Universal,  RKO,  M-G-M.  and  Para- 
mount. 

Goldberg's  petition  charges  that 
"defendants  have  consistently  re- 
fused to  license  motion  pictures  on 
a  local  competitive  basis  to  exhibi- 
tors in  Omaha  and  the  surrounding 
territory."  He  also  charges  that 
distributors  grant  Tri-States  and 
Brandeis  "greater  privileges  in  the 
licensing  and  exhibition  of  pictures 
than  ordinarily  granted  to  other  ex- 
hibitors." 

He  charges  that  distributors  li- 
cense more  product  to  defendant  ex- 
hibitors than  needed  in  order  to  keep 
others  from  using  the  product.  The 
petition  says  present  circuit  buying 
is  unfair  competition  and  "free  en- 
terprise does  not  exist." 

Petition  says  Tri-States  houses 
get  60-day  clearance  and  Brandeis 
45  days,  that  they  get  "favorable" 
rentals,  rejects   and  protection. 


Expect  Dramatists  Guild 

Will  Ratify  Pact  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  plays  will  be  voted  on  today  by 
Dramatists  Guild  members.  Adop- 
tion of  the  new  contract  is  said  al- 
most a  certainty,  although  there  is 
some  opposition.  Pact  evolved  from 
lengthy  negotiations  between  repre- 
sentatives of  film  companies  and  the 
Guild. 

Objections  to  some  provisions  also 
have  been  raised  by  the  film  produc- 
ers. Clauses  providing  for  closings 
of  shows,  formula  for  backing  and 
the  right  of  an  author  to  select  his 
own  producer  and  manager  are  the 
principal  targets.  Tbe  option  clause' 
has  also  been  criticized.  However, 
it  is  not  expected  that  any  further 
revisions  will  be  made. 

Election  of  Guild  officers  will  also 
take  place  today,  with  Elmer  Rice 
running  unopposed  for  the  presi- 
dency. Robert  Sherwood,  present 
president,  is  retiring.  George  Kauff- 
man,  vice-president,  and  Richard 
Rodgers,  secretary,  are  unopposed 
for  re-election.  A  number  of  direc- 
tors will  also  be  elected. 


George  Weeks  III 

George  W.  Weeks,  Mono.'s  gener- 
al sales  manager,  is  ill;  it's  a  severe 
cold. 


Pearl  Honig  to  Edit 

Pearl  Honig  has  succeeded  Regina 
Cannon  as  editor  of  Modern  Screen 
magazine. 


PROPONENTS  OF  CODE 
SEE  NEW  RAY  OF  HOPE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

hibitors  could  sit  down  with  the  dis- 
tribution heads  without  the  pres- 
ence of  attorneys  that  an  instrument 
of  fair  trade  practices  could  be 
adopted  and  put  into  operation  with- 
in 24  hours  after  it  was  prge^nted 
to  the  Attorney   General.      ~>^ 

This  opinion  was  adhered  to  by 
others  in  both  the  distribution  and 
exhibition  sides  of  the  business,  all 
of  whom  asserted  that  a  code  which 
would  not  injure  the  Government's 
case   could   be   agreed   upon. 

It  was  pointed  out  by  several  in- 
dustry leaders  that  any  revised  code 
could  not  include  20  per  cent  can- 
cellation, inasmuch  as  a  clause  re- 
lating to  this  subject  would  be  re- 
ferring to  block-booking,  a  practice 
already  frowned  upon  by  the  Dept. 
of  Justice.  Cancellation  would  have 
to  be  a  concession  granted  by  each 
company  individually,  it  was  said. 

The  principal  aim  of  the  D  of  J, 
insofar  as  the  equity  suit  is  con- 
cerned, is  to  divorce  production  from 
exhibition.  It  is  not  likely  tha't  the 
distributors  would  voluntarily  give 
up  their  theaters  for  the  sake  of  a 
code,  but  it  is  conceivable,  accord- 
ing to  some,  that  this  issue  could  be 
skirted  and  that  a  code  which  would 
solve  other  problems  could  be  set  up. 

Murphy's  remarks  were  looked 
upon  by  some  as  a  modification  of 
Assistant  Attorney  General  Thur- 
man  Arnold's  position,  indicating 
that  the  two  men  do  not  share  the 
same  view  on  the  motion  picture  sit- 
uation. 

In  any  event,  proponents  of  the 
campaign  for  a  code  appeared  to  be 
heartened  by  Murphy's  stand,  hope- 
ful that  a  formula  will  be  adopted 

W.  F.  Rodgers,  who  was  active  in 
the  drafting  of  the  original  code, 
declined  to  comment  on  Murphy's 
remarks. 


Phillips  Funeral  Rites 

at  Stapleton,  S.  I.,  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ton,  S.  I.  Interment  will  be  in 
Moravian  Cemetery.  Masonic  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  funeral  home 
yesterday  afternoon. 

Phillips  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Phillips,  a  daugb 
ter,  Barbara,  his  father  and  mother, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eldon  Phillips,  a 
brother,  Henry  Phillips  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  three  sisters, 
Pearl  Phillips,  of  Cape  Girar- 
deau, Mo.,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Harvey 
of  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Sobel  of  Wduwatosa,  Wise. 


Fifth  Arbitrator  Named 

Arbitration    Board    to    settle    the  ^ 
current    Local   306  —  Circuits   wage 
dispute  was  completed  at  the  week-, 
end  with  the  designation  of  Professor 
M.  J.  Handler  of  Columbia  Univer-   ' 
sity  as  the  fifth  and  neutral  member  is; 
— Designation  was  by  Judge  Crane  hi 
of  the  Appellate  Division. 
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«REVI€UJS» 

"Drums  Along  The 
Mohawk" 

with   Henry   Fonda,  Claudette   Colbert 
20th-Fox  103  Mins. 

ROUSING  HISTORICAL  MELODRAMA 
IN  SUPERB  TECHNICOLOR  WITH  FINE 
CAST  IS  A  SMASH  B.  0.  NATURAL. 

Krring  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
colonization  of  up-state  New  York  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution,  richly  filmed  in 
Technicojor  and  movingly  projected  to  the 
screen,  this  new  20th-Fox  film  should  be 
a  heavy  box  office  click.  There  is  romance, 
stark  drama,  thrills  and  chills  in  a  magni- 
ficent setting.  Henry  Fonda  is  excellent 
as  the  young  settler  and  Claudette  Col- 
bert gives  a  good  performance  as  his  wife. 
Edna  May  Oliver  is  fine  as  the  widow  of 
a  militiaman,  and  sterling  characterizations 
are  contributed  to  the  picture  by  Ford 
Bond,  John  Carradine,  Roger  Imhof.and  a 
number  of  other  highly  capable  players. 
The  screenplay  written  by  Sonya  Levien 
and  Lamar  Trotti,  from  the  Walter  D.  Ed- 
monds best  seller,  loses  none  of  the  lusti- 
ness of  the  book  and  faithfully  transports 
to  the  screen  the  story  Edmonds  wrote. 
Associate  producer  Raymond  Griffith  also 
rates  laurels  for  the  fine  production  value 
with  which  the  film  is  endowed.  John 
Ford  turns  in  a  first-class  directing  job, 
handling  the  players  and  scenes  with  a  sure 
and  deft  touch  that  always  makes  the  story 
believable  and  real.  Fonda  and  his  wife, 
a  town- raised  girl,  arrive  at  his  wilder- 
ness farm.  The  first  Indian  attack  causes 
J  her  to  lose  her  baby,  and  they  lose  every- 
thing they  own  when  their  place  is  looted 
and  burned.  However,  Miss  Oliver  hires 
them  to  work  on  her  place.  The  Indians 
come  again  and  the  militia  defeats  them, 
but  at  a  heavy  price.  Again  the  English-led 
Indians  return,  and  siege  the  fort.  When 
ammunition  runs  low,  Fonda  makes  a  des- 
perate dash  through  the  attacking  lines 
and  outruns  his  pursuers  to  reach  the 
i  nearest  town  for  help.  Fonda  and  the 
i  militia  return  in  the  nick  of  time,  annihi- 
late the  Indians  and  again  peace  comes  to 
the  valley,  this  time  permanently,  as  the 
i  war  is  over.  Miss  Oliver  is  killed  in  the 
Indian  attack,  but  she  leaves  her  farm  to 
Fonda  and  his  wife  who  return  to  start 
'l  life  over  again  with  their  second  child. 
CAST:  Henry  Fonda,  Claudette  Colbert, 
Edna  May  Oliver,  Eddie  Collins,  John  Carra- 
dine, Doris  Bowdon,  Jessie  Ralph,  Arthur 
Shields,  Robert  Lowery,  Roger  Imhof,  Fran- 
1  cis  Ford,  Ward  Bond,  Kay  Linaker,  Russell 
,  Simpson,  Spencer  Charters,  Si  Jenks,  J. 
?l  Ronald  Pennick,  Arthur  Aylesworth,  Chief 
■  Bigtree,  Charles  Tannen,  Paul  McVey,  Eliza- 
1  beth  Jones,  Beulah  Hall  Jones,  Clarence 
H.  Wilson,  Lionel  Pape,  Edwin  Maxwell, 
V  Rebert  Grieg,  Clara  Biandick. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Raymond 
.'  Griffith;  Director,  John  Ford;  Screenplay, 
I  Lamar  Trotti  and  Sonya  Levien;  Based  on 
I  the  novel  by  Walter  D.  Edmonds;  Camera- 
man, Bert  Glennon;  Editor,  Robert  Simp- 
son. 
DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRA- 
,   PHY,  Superb. 
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NEW  MONEY  RULINGS 
IN  CANADA  SEEN  AID 


DAILY 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  money  transactions  in  the  pic- 
ture industry  between  these  coun- 
tries to  normalcy. 

The  Board  announces  that  foreign 
currency  bank  accounts  again  will  be 
permitted.  The  original  rule  call- 
ing for  special  licensing  of  the  pass- 
ing of  any  sum  in  excess  of  $100  a 
month  also  has  been  modified. 

American  or  British  companies 
with  branch  offices  in  Canada  will 
be  allowed  to  operate  with  as  little 
red  tape  as  possible,  as  long  as  each 
company  makes  itself  responsible  to 
account  to  the  Foreign  Exchange 
Board  for  moneys  passing  through 
its  channels. 


Gehring  Recuperating 

William  C.  Gehring,  Central  Di- 
vision manager  for  20th-Fox,  is  ex- 
pected to  return  to  his  desk  within 
the  next  few  days  after  recuperating 
from  a  minor  operation  he  under- 
went last  week. 


East.  SAG  Members  Get  6,687 
Days  Employment  in  15  Mos. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ment  over  the  previous  correspond- 
ing period,  according  to  Mrs.  Flor- 
ence Marston,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Eastern  branch  of  the  Guild. 

Her  report,  delivered  at  the 
Guild's  annual  membership  meeting 
Friday,  revealed  that  the  SAG  here 
collected  $4,500  in  claims  for  mem- 
bers during  this  period;  that  36  new 
members  were  taken  in  during  the 
past  year,  and  that  85  were  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues. 

The  union  now  has  a  total  mem- 
bership, locally,  of  1,300  of  which 
650  are  in  good  standing.  Fifteen 
members  were  elected  to  the  Ad- 
visory Council,  five  to  serve  one  year, 
five  for  two  years  and  five  to  serve 
three  years,  with  five  to  be  elected 
each  following  year. 


Settle  Abelson  vs.  Breen  Suit 

Suit  of  L.  Abelson  &  Son  against 
Bobby  Breen  Productions,  Inc.,  for 
$22,798  damages  was  settled  and 
discontinued  for  an  undisclosed 
amount  in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  on 
Friday. 


CALL  GN  CREDITORS 
MEETING  FOR  NOV.  17 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fixed  a  first  meeting  of  creditors  on 
Nov.  17  at  10  a.m.  The  meeting 
was  set  to  allow  GN  to  propose  its 
plan  for  payment  to  creditors  and  to 
afford  opportunity  to  creditors  to 
weigh  its  pros  and  cons. 

Referee  Olney,  on  the  same  day, 
signed  an  order  authorizing  GN  to 
continue  business  for  a  period  of  30 
days  without  further  court  order. 
The  authorization  restricts  GN  from 
hiring  any  new  employes  during  that 
span  without  further  court  order. 
In  addition  a  monthly  statement 
must  be  filed  by  the  company. 


Open  Texas  Meet  Today 

Dallas — Allied  of  Texas  opens  a 
two-day  convention  here  this  morn- 
ing. Principal  speakers  are  Abram 
F.  Myers,  Al  Steffes  and  H.  M. 
Richey.  "Allied  night"  will  be  cele- 
brated tomorrow  evening  in  the 
Mural  Room  of  the  Baker  Hotel. 


N.  J.  to  Eat  Beefsteak 

Allied   of   New   Jersey   will   hold 
its  annual  beefsteak  dinner  Thurs- 
,  day  night  at  the   Ritz   Restaurant, 
Passaic.     A  meeting  of  the  organic 
zation  will  precede  the  dinner. 


ATTENTION! 
NEW  YORK*  EXHIBITORS^ 

ON  WEDNESDAY  NIGHT,  NOVEMBER  8,  OVER  THIRTY-FIVE 
HUNDRED  PATRQNS  WILL  TRY  TO  PAY  THEIR  WAY  INTO  THE 
1400-SEAT  OGDEN  THEATRE  IN  THE  BRONX. 

THIS  MOB  WILL  BE  STORMING  THE  THEATRE  TO  GET  THEIR 
FIRST  AND  SECOND  VOLUMES  OF  THE  WORLD'S  POPULAR 
ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

THIS  IS  NO  GUESS  ON  OUR  PART,  BUT  SOLID  FACT  BASED  ON 
THE  EXPERIENCE  OF  DISTRIBUTING  OUR  ENCYCLOPEDIA  IN 
FORTY  THEATRES  IN  METROPOLITAN  NEW  YORK  DURING 
THE  PAST  FEW  MONTHS. 

IT  IS  WORTH  MONEY  IN  YOUR  POCKET  TO  SEE  THIS  SPEC- 
TACLE. 

And  Here  Is  An  Amazing  Fact! 

IT  COSTS  LESS  THAN  Stf  PER  PAID  ADULT  ADMISSION  TO 
DUPLICATE  THESE  RESULTS  AT  YOUR  THEATRE  ON  ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA NITES  FOR  18  STRAIGHT  WEEKS  OF  THE  PLAN. 

SPEAK  TO  OUR  REPRESENTATIVE  AT  THE  OGDEN  WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT. 

•fr  Out-of-town  exhibitors:  If  you  cannot  be  present 
you  may  write  to  Premium  Promotion  Syndicate. 
186  Remsen  Street,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  for 
details  of  the  greatest  give-away  plan  ever 
used  in  a  theatre. 
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tADIO  TO  TH 
HE  CHARACTER  MILLIONS 
VE  LEARNED  TO  LOVE! 


|$bt  from  the  CBS  network  program  that's  held  its 
ularity  for  years  ...  the  most  lovable  fighter  who 

er  gentled  a  town  into  the  hollow  of  his  hand ! . . . 

oe  of  sickness,  friend  of  the  weak,  champion  of  youth 

in  trouble— and  in  love! . . .  Now  on  the  screen  in  a 

deep -as -your -heart  drama  gay  with  laughter,  bright 

with  romance,  alive  with  excitement ! 


*- 
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With 


■WDOROTHY  LOVETT 
ROBERT  BALDWIN 

ENID    BENNETT  •  PAUL    HARVEY 
MARCIA  MAE  JONES'JACKIE  MORAN 

PRODUCED  BY  WILLIAM  STEPHENS  •  DIRECTED  BY  BERNARD  VORHAUS 
Screen  Play  by  Ian  McLellan  Hunter,  Ring  Lardner,  Jr.,  Harvey  Gates 
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DRUMS 

ALONG  THE 

MOHAWK  S 


SENSATIONAL  OPENINGS  IN 
NEW  YORK,  PHILADELPHIA 
THREATENING  RECORDS  OF 
20™  ALL-TIME  GREATEST! 

And  in  special  exploitation  runs,  "Drums" 
equals  "Alexander's  Band"  in  Albany,  tops 
it  in  Amsterdam,  Utica,  Gloversville ! 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


U*  DC  \A/  Q  A  L  j.*  Hollywood — Executive  committee  of  IATSE  locals  last  night 

IllOnS     ISerUSe     WCige     DOOST    MDrOgatlOn  --adopted  a   resolution   refusing  to  abrogate  the   10  per  cent 
wage  increase  that  was  granted  them  recently  by  the  producers.Tha  committee  also  gave  a  vote  of  confidence  to  William  Bioff,  IA  representative. 
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intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


-1FDAILY 


VO^;76.  NO.  90 


NEW  YORK.  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  7.  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


Supreme  Court  Review  of  RKO  Reorg.  Plan  Okay  Asked 

M-G-M  CHARGES  8  ERRORSJN 1YNT0QECISI0N 

Brandt  Will  Confer  Again  With  Murphy  on  Trade  Code 


ITOA  "Extremely  Optimistic" 

Over  Outlook  for  Pix 

Instrument 

Harry  Brandt  will  hold  further 
conferences  in  Washington  with  At- 
torney General  Frank  Murphy  and 
Department  of  Justice  officials,  the 
ITOA  president  said  yesterday. 

Brandt  declared  that  he  had  prom- 
ised not  to  give  out  any  statement 
Tegarding  his  Code  discussions  last 
week,  but  he  indicated  that  he  was 
"extremely  optimistic"  over  the  pos- 
sibilities for  an  instrument  of  fair 
trade  practices  for  the  film  industry. 

Brandt  leaves  on  Nov.  15  for  Hol- 
lywood. 

ENJOINS  DEFENDANTS 
IN  MORI  TRUST  CASE 


House  Committee  to  Eye  Admissions  Levy 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Admissions  taxes,  along  with  so-called  "nuisance  taxes"  generally, 
will  get  a  thorough  overhauling  by  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Tax  Subcommittee 
which  today  opens  an  intensive  six  weeks'  investigation  of  the  Federal  tax  structure,  it 
was    indicated   last   night   by   Rep.   Jere   Cooper,    D.,    Tenn.,   subcommittee   chairman. 

Treasury  experts,  including  Undersecretary  Hanes,  who  has  been  conferring  with 
business  interests  for  months  on  tax  revision,  will  confer  at  executive  sessions  with 
congressmen.  An  extensive  program  of  tax  changes — all  tentative — will  be  laid  before 
the  subcommittee.  It  is  understood  the  treasury  will  make  no  definite  recommenda- 
tions at  present. 


REN  GOETZ  RESIGNS 
AS  METRO  EXECUTIVE 


Philadelphia  —  Senator  Harry 
Shapiro  yesterday  claimed  a  victory 
in  the  Mori  anti-trust  case  of  Vine- 
land,  N.  J.,  when  Judge  William  H. 
Kirkpatrick  handed  down  a  decree 
nisi  declaring  the  license  agreement 
between  the  Stanley-Warner  Co.  and 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Major  Film  Issues  Are  Up 
As  3  States  Cast  Ballots 


Film  industry's  interest  in  Elec- 
tion Day  centers  today  in  three 
states    where   issues    deemed   major 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


1  P.M.  H.  O.  Closings 

Home  offices  of  the  majors  and  lead- 
ing indies  will  symbolically  enact  a 
modern  version  of  "The  Deserted  Vil- 
lage" at  1  P.M.  today  when  they 
shutter  to  permit  their  staffs  a  half- 
holiday  in  which  to  vote.  20th-Fox 
personnel  gets  a  full  holiday.  The 
sole  exception  to  definite  shuttering 
was  reported  to  be  Republic,  which  up 
to  a  late  hour  yesterday  had  not  de- 
cided its  course.  Closing  at  one  o'clock 
will  be  Warners,  Loew's-M-G-M,  Para- 
mount, Universal,  RKO-Radio,  UA,  Co- 
lumbia, Monogram,  Crand  National  and 
MPPDA. 


Ben  Goetz  has  severed  his  asso- 
ciation with  M-G-M  after  several 
years  as  the  company's  managing 
director  in  England.  Before  con- 
sidering a  new  connection,  Goetz 
will  recuperate  from  a  recent  opera- 
tion and  plans  to  leave  immediately 
for  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Goetz  was  reported  yesterday  to 
have  refused  an  executive  post  with 
M-G-M  following  the  postponement 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Painters  May  Go  on  Air 
Over  15  P.C.  Wage  Increase 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Following  a  confer- 
ence over  studio  painters'  demand 
for  a  15  per  cent  wage  increase,  the 
painters'   representatives   agreed   to 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


GOV'T  TO  FILE  TRUST 
SUIT  VS.  K.  G.  INDIE? 


Reports  that  the  Government  was 
planning  to  file  an  anti-trust  suit 
against  an  independent  circuit  in  the 
Kansas  City  territory  were  in  circu- 
lation yesterday.  Suit,  if  filed,  will  | 
be  concerned  mainly  with  clearance, 
according  to  information  at  hand. 

It  was  said  yesterday  that  if  the 
Government  does  not  step  in  with  a 
suit,  it  is  likely  that  a  private  ac- 
tion will  be  filed  by  exhibitors  who 
are  said  to  be  hurt  by  "excessive 
clearance"  enjoyed  by  the  independ- 
ent circuit. 


20th-Fox  Will  Roadshow 
Temple's  "The  Blue  Bird" 

Decision  to  withdraw  Shirley  Tem- 
ple's "The  Blue  Bird"  from  the  re- 
lease schedule  in  favor  of  national 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


painters'   representatives   agreed   to    lease  schedule  m  favor  of   national 

(Continued  on  Page  5)  (Continued  on  Page  5) 

H.  Cassel  &  Co.  Asks  Supreme  Court 
to  Review  Okay  of  RKO  Reorg.  Plan 

j-)         -jr     TUC      TT7T  Tt/T      F)  A  7  T  V 


Korda  Due  to  Arrive  Here 
Tomorrow  via  the  Clipper 

Alexander  Korda  is  reported  to  be 
arriving  here  tomorrow  via  a  Pan- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


The  1940  FILM  YEAR  BOOK  is  now  in  prepara- 
tion.— Advt. 


Washington   Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Creditors  of  RKO 
yesterday  asked  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  to  review  a  decree  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  New  York  approving  the 
reorganization  plan  of  the  company 
as  put  forth  by  Atlas  Corp. 

Petitioners  are  Hugh  Cassel,  Karl 

(Continued   on    Page    6) 


Review     by     Supreme    Court 

Asked;  Copyright  Law 

Nullified,  Charge 

By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  "Letty  Lynton" 
case  reached  the  Supreme  Court  yes- 
terday when  M-G-M  asked  the  high 
tribunal  to  review  a  decision  of  the 
Second  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
which  reversed  the  holding  of  the 
District  Court  in  favor  of  M-G-M 
over  Edward  Sheldon  and  Margaret 
Ayer  Barnes.  Petitioners,  besides 
M-G-M,  are  M-G-M  Distributing 
Corp.;  Loew's,  Inc.,  and  Culver  Ex- 
port Corp.  The  petition  states  the 
questions  arising  in  the  suit  are 
predicated  solely  upon  the  copyright 
laws  of  the  TJ.  S. 

M-G-M   charges  that  the   decision 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

PIX  RIGHTSCONTRACT 

GIVEN  GUILD'S  OKAY 


Minimum  Basic  Agreement  pro- 
posed by  the  Dramatists  Guild  for 
licensing  of  film  rights  was  passed 
yesterday  by  the  membership  at  the 
annual  meeting  with  only  a  few 
minor  changes  made.  These  were 
suggested  by  the  managers.  The 
council  also  voted  to  recommend  an 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Cole  and  Myers  Address 

Texas  Allied   Meeting 

Dallas  —  Citing  improved  condi- 
tions in  Texas,  Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  pres- 
ident of  national  Allied,  at  the  well- 
attended  meeting  of  Allied  of  Texas 
yesterday    stated    that    every    week 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Muni  Pix  for  M.  H. 

Warners'  new  Paul  Muni  pix,  "We 
Are  Not  Alone,"  has  been  set  for  Radio 
City  Music  Hall.  Understood  the  fea- 
ture will  probably  follow  Metro's  Garbo 
vehicle,    "Ninotchka." 
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U.  S.- Venezuelan  Trade 

Treaty  Gets  Signatures 

Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Announcement  was 
made  yesterday  by  the  State  De- 
partment that  the  trade  pact  be- 
tween the  U.  S.  and  Venezuela,  which 
includes  films  as  a  commodity,  has 
been  signed, — the  twenty-first  such 
negotiated  by  the  U.  S.,  and  the 
eleventh  to  be  effectuated  with  Pan- 
America  republics. 

The  agreement  will  enter  into 
force  30  days  after  the  exchange  of 
the  instrument  of  ratification  of  the 
Venezuelan  Government  and  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  agreement  by  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt.  General  provisions 
and  schedules  of  concessions  will 
enter  provisionally  into  force  on  Dec. 
16.  Pact  will  remain  in  force  until 
Dec.  15,  1942. 

Both  printed  and  unprinted,  silent 
and  sound  motion  picture  film  are 
bound  in  the  agreement.  Unprinted 
film  is  bound  at  the  2.00  tariff  rate 
of  1936  as  amended,  and  printed  film 
at  2.60.  Exports  of  unprinted  film  ; 
to  Venezuela  increased  from  $1,000 
in  1929  to  $13,000  in  1937  and  $17,- 
000  in  1938.  Printed  film  increased  j 
from  $63,000  in  1929  to  $80,000  in 
1937  and  to  $83,000  in  1938. 

Washington — House  Republicans  I 
launched  here  yesterday  an  inten- 
sive study  of  the  Administration's 
trade  agreement  program,  which 
operates  under  the  1934  act,  expir- 
ing on  June  12,  1940.  A  46-man  com- 
mittee, headed  by  Rep.  Clifford  R. 
Hope  (R.  Kan.)  will  carry  on  the 
main  part  of  the  study,  which  is 
aimed  at  attack  on  the  trade  pact 
program  during  the  approaching  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 


Paramount  Execs.  Mourn 

at  E.  Paul  Phillips  Rites 

Funeral  services  for  E.  Paul  Phil- 
lips, Paramount  theater  executive, 
were  held  yesterday  in  Stapleton, 
Staten  Island.  Among  those  at- 
tending the  services  were: 

Barney  Balaban,  Stanton  Griffis, 
Austin  Keough,  Leon  Netter,  Neil 
F.  Agnew,  Charles  Reagan,  J.  J. 
Unger,  Oscar  Morgan,  Louis  Phil- 
lips, Paul  Raibourn,  Fred  Mohr- 
hardt,  Leonard  Goldenson,  E.  H. 
Ericsson,  T.  C.  Schreiner,  Richard 
Engel,  Arthur  Israel,  Clark  Brown, 
J.  H.  Cooper,  Walter  Gross,  Robert 
Weitman,  Fred  LeRoy,  Harry  Kal- 
chein,  Benjamin.  Fink,  J.  McDermott, 
Henry  Anderson,  E.  A.  Brown,  Knox 
Haddow,  Charles  Bruder,  M.  F. 
Gowthorpe,  Harry  Wright,  J.  A. 
Phillipson,  C.  L.  Oswald,  Roger  Cle- 
ment, George  Weltner,  J.  L.  Brown, 
James  Polk,  Adam  Adams,  George 
Walsh,  A.  N.  Natopolis,  Jack  Mc- 
Innerny,  Agnes  Mengel,  Edith 
Schaffer,  Yetta  Berkowitz,  Lillian 
Link,  Lillian  Miller  and  Evelyn 
O'Connell. 

Phillips  died  of  injuries  received 
last  Wednesday  in  an  automobile 
accident  in  Minnesota. 


Validity  of  306  Contract 
with  Aban  Upheld  by  SLRB 

In  a  decision  handed  down  by 
the  State  Labor  Relations  Board  the 
validity  of  a  contract  between  Lo- 
cal 306,  operators  union,  and  the 
Aban  Amusement  Corp.,  operators  of 
the  Manhattan  theater,  was  upheld 
by  the  board  following  an  appeal 
by  the  Empire  State  Motion  Picture 
Operators  union  to  nullify  the  con- 
tract on  discriminatory  grounds.  The 
theater  management  had  discharged 
operators  of  the  Empire  union  work- 
ing there  and  subsequently  hired 
306  men,  signing  a  contract  with 
the  union. 


20th-Fox  Sets  Circuits 

Chicago — Twentieth  Century  Fox's 
local  branch  has  closed  seasonal 
product  deals  with  Jones,  Linick  & 
Schaefer,  Essaness,  Sam  Myers, 
Simansky  &  Miller,  Goodman  & 
Harrison,  Joe  Stern,  H.  &  E.  Bala- 
ban, Warners  and  Schoenstadt  cir- 
cuits. 


"Allegheny"  Way  Ahead 

RKO  reported  yesterday  that 
"Allegheny  Uprising"  in  its  first 
three  days  at  Loew's  Penn,  Pitts- 
burgh, topped  what  "Fifth  Avenue 
Girl"  and  "In  Name  Only"  did  for 
a  full  week,  and  that  at  the  New 
Century,  Buffalo,  the  three-day  mark 
topped  that  of  all  other  RKO  pix 
to  play  here. 


"Drums  Along  the  Mohawk" 
Set  for  45  Day-and-Dates 

"Drums  Along  The  Mohawk"  has 
been  set  for  45  day-and-date  en- 
gagements through  this  week,  fol- 
lowing multiple  upstate  premiere 
last  week  and  the  key  city  open- 
ings at  the  week-end.  Pix  was  re- 
ported being  held  over  in  all  situa- 
tions, with  business  pressing  rec- 
ords set  by  "Alexander."  Attend- 
ance at  the  Roxy  totaled  86,272  for 
the  first  four  days,  with  yesterday 
ahead  of  Friday.  In  upstate  towns, 
the  new  20th-Fox  release  has  beaten 
"Alexander"  in  five  situations. 


Albany — Fabian's  Palace  Theater 
here,  showing  "Drums  Along  The 
Mohawk,"  starting  last  Saturday, 
added  two  extra  shows  daily  to  han- 
dle the  crowds.  A  3,800  seat  the- 
ater, it  is  expected  by  the  manage- 
ment that  all  existing  records  for 
one  week's  business  will  be  broken 
with  the  picture. 


Storm  to  Handle  Goldwyn 

Press  Relations  in  East 

Fred  Storm  yesterday  actively 
took  over  his  new  duties  as  East- 
ern press  representative  for  Samuel 
Goldwyn  and  will  headquarter  in 
New  York.  Storm's  first  assignment 
will  be  a  nation-wide  campaign  on 
"Raffles." 

A  former  United  Press  staff  wri- 
ter in  Washington,  Storm  served 
for  a  brief  time  as  Goldwyn's  stu- 
dio publicity  director. 


Hecht  Plans  to  Produce  One 

Ben  Hecht  plans  to  produce  and 
direct  an  original  story  under  the 
title  of  "Before  I  Die."  Hecht  is 
reporting  to  be  negotiating  for  pri- 
vate financing  and  a  major  release 
for  the  picture  which  may  be  made 
in  the  East. 


commo  mid  goiiig 


DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  arrived  in  Hollywood 
yesterday   after  a    brief  visit   in    New   York. 

CARL  LESERMAN,  assistant  general  sales  man- 
ager for  Warners,  returned  to  his  desk  yes- 
terday after  an  extended  trip  through  the 
West. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  and  JAMES  R.  GRAINGER 
left  last  night  for  Chicago,  and  will  visit  sev- 
eral Southern  key  cities  before  returning  to 
New    York. 


jrr^s 


P.  J.  WOLFSON,  RKO  producer,  is  eiTroute 
to    the   Coast   after   a    vacation    here. 

EDWARD  T.  LOWE,  associate  producer  for 
Paramount,  has  arrived  here  from  Hollywood 
to  look  over  the  current  Broadway  offerings. 
From  here  he  will  go  to  Mississippi  for  a  rest 
on  his  sister's  plantation  before  returning  to 
the    studios. 

RUSSELL  BIRDWELL  flew  to  the  Coast  over 
the  week-end  after  a   few  days  stay  here. 

JOHNNY  MEISSMULLER  has  left  for  the 
Coast. 

MRS.  CHICO  MARX  and  her  daughter  have 
left   for   Hollywood. 

.UGH  ERNST  JR.  and  his  wife  have  returned 
to  the  Coast  after  a  stay  here  at  the  Sherry 
Netherland. 

VERA  ZORINA  left  for  Hollywood  over  the 
week-end  to  take  role  in  a  new  20th-Fox  film. 

ELLIOT  NUGENT  arrives  here  from  the  Coast 
the   latter   part  of   this  week. 

DAVID  BUTLER,  producer  and  director,  ar- 
rived here  over  the  week-end  from  Hollywood 
by   plane   to   look   at  several   shows. 

EZRA  STONE  flies  to  the  Coast  this  week 
to  report  at  Paramount  for  a  role  in  a  new 
production. 

LEW  SCHREIBER,  casting  director  at  20th 
Century-Fox,  who  has  been  in  New  York  for 
a  week,  left  for  Hollywood  last  night  due  to 
the  illness  of  his  daughter.  MRS.  SCHREIBER 
planed   out  Sunday  for  the   Coast. 

HERMAN  WOBBER,  20th  Century-Fox  sales 
chief,   is  at  the  Blackstone   Hotel   in  Chicago. 

MONROE  GREENTHAL  returned  to  the 
United  Artists  home  office  yesterday  from  Hol- 
lywood. 


Would  Examine  Underwood 

In  New  York  Supreme  Court  yes- 
terday, application,  returnable  Nov. 
9,  was  filed  by  Robert  E.  Sherwood 
and  the  Playwrights  Producing  Co., 
Inc.,  to  examine  before  trial  Frank- 
lin Underwood,  story  editor  of  20th- 
Fox,  in  reference  to  the  suit  of  Sher- 
wood and  the  Playwrights  Producing 
Co.,  Inc.,  for  injunction  and  dam- 
ages against  20th-Fox.  Plaintiffs 
charge  the  defendant  with  taking 
unfair  advantage  of  the  popularity 
of  the  play,  "Abe  Lincoln  in  nii- 
nois,"  in  producing  the  film,  "Young 
Mr.  Lincoln." 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  7 

Edward   Sedgwick 

Herman    J.    Mankeiwicz 

Margaret   Morris 

Joe  Cobb 

Alice  Day 

Mona    Maris 


'STUDENTS! 


n 


"WHAT'S  THE 
'WHAT- WHAT 
OF  THE 
'WHAT- WHAT 
MUSICAL 

SHOW  ON 
HE  COW? 


/ 


KKO  MVIO  SAYS  IT'S 

HA  Y  KYSSft 

THE  OLD  PROFESSOR  HIMSELF... AND 

ADOLPHE  MENJOU 


& 


WITH 

MAY  ROB  SON  •  LUCILLE  BALL 
DENNIS  O'KEEFE  •  EDWARD 
EVERETT  NORTON  •  ROSCOE 
KARNS  •  MORONI  OLSEN 

AND 

KAY  KYSER'S  BANl 

FEATURING 

OINNY  SIMMS 
HARRY  BABBITT 
SULLY  MASON 
ISH  KABIBBLE 

AND 

THE  COLLEGE  OF  MUSICAL  KNOWLEDGE" 


PRODUCED  AND 
DIRECTED  BY 

DAVID 

suns* 

SCREEN  PLAY  BY 
WILLIAM  CONSELMAN 
AND  JAMES  V.  KERN 


It's  got  R  hythm  L .  It's  got  R  omance  !. .  It's  got  Whoosh,  and 
Wham  and  Wheel.,  and  with  all  those  names  it'sjgot  what 
it  takes  to  pack  'em  in  till  the  fire  department  yells  "Stop!" 
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BEN  GOETZ  RESIGNS 
AS  METRO  EXECUTIVE 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  British  production  because  of  the 
war.  He  underwent  a  serious  opera- 
tion in  New  York  recently  and  doc- 
tors have  ordered  him  to  take  a  rest 
before  resuming  any  activity. 

During  his  assignment  in  England, 
M-f  M  turned  out  "A  Yank  at  Ox- 
ford "The  Citadel"  and  "Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips,"  and  preparations  were 
completed  for  the  production  of 
"Busman's   Honeymoon." 


Painters  May  Go  on  Air 
Over  15  P.C.  Wage  Increase 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

present  to  the  union  the  reasons  and 
arguments  advanced  by  producers 
why  matters  should  be  postponed 
until  the  meeting  on  Dec.  6  between 
New  York  company  heads  and  the 
international  presidents  of  the  sev- 
eral unions  under  the  studio  basic 
agreement. 

On  Sunday  H.  K.  Sorrell,  business 
representative  for  the  painters'  union 
told  his  members  that  William  Bioff 
of  the  IATSE  was  responsible  for 
producers  not  granting  their  de- 
mands as  yet  and  said  that  if  the 
demands  were  not  granted  the  paint- 
ers would  spend  $100,000  on  a  na- 
tion-wide radio  hookup  to  tell  the 
country  about  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry and  Bioff. 


20th-Fox  Will  Roadshow 
Temple's  "The  Blue  Bird" 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

roadshow  treatment  was  announced 
by  20th-Fox  yesterday,  following 
studio  conferences  between  Darryl 
Zanuck,  studio  head,  and  Herman 
Wobber,  general  manager  of  distri- 
bution. "The  Blue  Bird,"  filmed  in 
Technicolor,  had  been  scheduled  for 
Christmas  week  engagements.  It 
will  be  replaced  by  Sonja  Henie's 
"Everything  Happens  at  Night." 
Technicolor  trailer  for  "Blue  Bird" 
is  being  produced. 


330  Chicago  Territory 

Houses  Buy  Metro  Films 

Chicago — More  than  330  theaters 
in  this  territory  have  closed  for  the 
complete  Metro  lineup,  according  to 
the   local  exchange. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Ben  Griefer,  house  manager  of  the 
New  York  Paramount,  will  join  the 
benedicts.  Elaine  Conhein  is  wear- 
ing the  solitaire. 

George  Loukides  kept  his  mar- 
riage to  Helen  Brazis  of  Waterbury 
a  secret  until  the  arrival  of  the 
stork  last  week.  Loukides  is  Poli 
assistant. 


WiTti  PHIL  M.  CALYi 


T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     ELECTION  Day! Partisanship  at  the  polls Sure! 

for  that's  the  American  way But  when  our  eyes  go  along 

the  rows  of  party  candidates and  issues,  too,  requiring  determina- 
tion via  the  voting  machine it  wouldn't  be  a  bad  idea when 

all  the  levers  are  pulled to  allocate  one  little  second  to  the  raising 

of   eyes   toward   heaven and   thank   the   powers   above that 

we    are    free    to    vote for   that    indeed   is    the    really    great    issue 

today here  and  elsewhere  in  a  troubled  world In  film  parlance 

how    fortunate    we    are    to    be    "franchise    holders" in    the 

U.  S.  A 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     IF  Freedom  didn't  ring imagine  the  consequences 

to  Ben  Serkowich,  or  anyone  else for  sending  out  those  clever 

satirical  publicity  releases  from  the  "Office  of  the  Commissar  of 

Marxist    Propaganda   for   Harpo,    Groucho,    Chico" in    the 

Capitol  Theater publicity  releases  which  start  with  the  salu- 
tation:   "Dear  Comrade" and  wind-up  with  the  sig:    "O.  G. 

Poo" above    which    are    copious   "gags"   anent   the    Marx 

Brothers'  coming  to  the  theater  soon  in  "At  the  Circus" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AND,  too,  if  Freedom  didn't  ring you'd  find  the  "Night 

of  Stars"   blacked-out and   something  quite   different   going  on   in 

Madison  Square  Garden  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  15 in  place  of  the 

huge    show    to    aid    refugees under    the    auspices    of    the    United 

Palestine  Appeal And  there'd  be  no  message  of  support  from   a 

man   in    the   White   House who    has   already   written    this    letter: 

"To  all  who   work  under   the   auspices   of   the   United   Palestine 

Appeal  for  the  amelioration  of  human  suffering,  I  send  a  message  of 

encouragement  and  goodwill I  trust,  as  a  result  of  your  labors,  that 

hope    and   happiness   may   be    brought    into    hearts    that    have    known 
too  much  sorrow" 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     ALSO you  wouldn't  find  happy  American  kids 

today on  a  holiday  which  is  fixed  by  a  State  Legislature 

an  institution  of  a  self-governing  people But  you  might 

find  with  the  voice   of  Liberty  stilled these   same   kids   in 

strange  regimented  pursuits perhaps  carrying  gas  masks  to 

propaganda  movie  shows or  even  standing  in  the  ruins  of 

a  city  or  town reading  a  Mickey  Mouse  comic  book 

in  the   manner  recently   illustrated   in   the   mag,   "Life,"   which 
snapped  the  photo  in  Poland 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     AND  one  of  our  correspondents  in  a  mid- West  city 

wouldn't  have  described  the  lack  of  pre-Election  Day  film  happenings 

in  his  community  currently with  the  phrase:  "News  in  licey" 

for   there'd  be   supplied   by   the  propagandists   plenty   of   canned   ma- 
terial   and,  besides,  the  phrase  he  used,  had  it  been  applied  to 

the   propaganda,   would   have   doubtless   sent   him    to   a   concentration 
camp where  all  news  is  "licey" 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     FURTHER,   the   Musicians   Union   Local   802 

wouldn't  be  holding  its  Annual  Medical  Fund  Benefit  at  Madison 

Square  Garden on  Nov.  27 with  Little  Teresa  Sterne 

11-year-old    pianist    as    star    attraction and    Emanuel 

Feuerman,  noted  cellist  as  another Nor  would  this  column 

be  permitted  to  say  this: 

T  T  T 

•  •     •    YEP,  today's  Election  Day! 


«     «      « 


»     »     ** 


PIX  RIGHTS  CONTRACT 
GIVEN  GUILD'S  OKAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

increase  in  the  levy  on  motion  pic- 
ture sales  to  two  per  cent. 

Elmer  Rice  was  elected  president 
unanimously  and  other  officers  on 
the  slate  were  also  unopposed.  Rob- 
ert Sherwood,  retiring  president,  in 
giving  his  annual  report,  disclosed 
that  the  average  price  paid  for  plays 
by  picture  companies  had  risen  from 
$45,000  in  1935,  last  year  of  the  old 
agreement,  to  $77,000  this  year 
under  the  present  agreement  to 
which  the  minimum  agreement  is  an 
amendment.  Sherwood,  stating  that 
the  Guild  was  beset  with  financial 
problems,  urged  payment  of  obliga- 
tions by  the  membership  and  dona- 
tions if  possible. 


Korda  Due  to  Arrive  Here 
Tomorrow  via  the  Clipper 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

American  clipper  from  Europe.  He 
will  attend  the  annual  United  Artists 
stockholders  meeting  later  this 
month. 


Brisk  Election  Day  Biz 
Expected  in  N.  Y. 


Area 


Film  houses  in  and  about  the 
Broadway  area,  as  well  as  in  the 
local  territory  generally,  expect 
brisk  business  today.  Rarely  in 
Metropolitan  annals  has  an  Elec- 
tion Day  loomed  so  limited  as  to 
standout  issues  and  the  importance 
of  the  elective  offices  at  stake. 
Circuit  operators  and  indie  exhibs. 
express  the  view  that  the  absence 
of  "hurrah,"  which  is  characteris- 
tic of  most  ballotting  days  even  in 
the  "off  years,"  will  benefit  box-of- 
fices. 

Some  few  houses  will  hold  extra 
performances  tonight,  but  most  are 
standing  pat  on  usual  schedule. 


Ogden  Using  Book  Plan 

Following  introduction  of  a  book 
giveaway  last  week  in  the  Ogden 
Theater,  a  Consolidated  house,  by 
the  Premium  Promotion  Syndicate, 
the  giveaway  plan  is  being  used  both 
tonight  and  tomorrow  night  at  the 
house.  Premium  is  now  servicing 
over  50  theaters  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan area  and  is  negotiating  with  sev- 
eral of  the  big  circuits. 


STORKS!   • 


Twin  boys  were  born  on  Satur- 
day in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  to  Mrs. 
Edward  Lachman,  wife  of  the  op- 
erator of  the  Jersey  Theater,  Mor- 
ristown. Mrs.  Lachman  is  the 
daughter  of  Harry  Roth.  The  twins 
were  the  first  born  in  the  town  in 
30  years,  with  the  entire  family 
reported  to  be  doing  nicely. 
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CHARGES  8  ERRORS 
IN  'LYNTON'  DECISION 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  Court  of  Appeals  "nullifies 
Sections  3,  6,  and  7  of  the  copyright 
act  and  runs  counter  to  and  is  in 
conflict  with  decisions  of  other  cir- 
cuits and  the  highest  courts  of 
Great   Britain." 

Eight  Errors  are  Charged 
The  high  court  is  asked  to  review 
the    decision   because   the    Court    of 
Appeals  erred  in: 

1.  Reversing  the  decree  of  the 
district  court  and  holding  Shel- 
don and  Barnes  work  copyright 
valid  and  infringed. 


"Hell's  Angels"  Decision  Review  is  Denied 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington — The  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  yesterday  declined  to  review  decision  by  the 
District   Court  and   Circuit   Court   of   Appeals    that   Howard    Hughes'    production    "Hell's 
Angels"    did    not   violate    the   copyright   of    the  Author   Richard   Barry.     Barry   asked   the 
high    tribunal    to    review    the    decision. 

Barry  contended  the  idea  was  his  and  that  he  copyrighted  it  in  two  stories,  in  1911 
and  the  other  in  1922.  Barry  sued  Hughes,  Caddo  Co.,  Inc.,  United  Artists  and  United 
Artists  Theater  Circuit,  Inc.,  charging  plagiarism.  Hughes  and  the  other  parties  told 
the  court  they  obt lined   the   scenario   from   a    man    named    Mackay. 


Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  a  de- 
cision handed  down  on  July  28  awarded 
one-fifth  of  the  net  of  "Letty  Lynton" 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  the  plagiarism  ac- 
tion. It  was  said  to  be  the  first  copy- 
right decision  ever  to  direct  the  ap- 
portionment of  profits  on  the  relative 
basis  as  has  prevailed  _  in  the  instance 
of  patent  suits  wherein  a  patent  has 
been  appropriated. 


2.  Disregarding  the  findings 
of  the  District  Court  made  pur- 
suant to  Rule  70  y2  of  the  Fed- 
eral equity  rules,  although  not 
reversing  any  of  those  findings. 

3.  In  refusing  to  limit  copy- 
right protection  as  prescribed 
by  law  in  holding  that  compon- 
ent parts  of  the  author's  play 
were  copyrightable  although  not 
new  and  original. 

4.  In  excluding  from  its  con- 
sideration evidence  of  public 
domain  material. 

5.  In  excluding  testimony  of 
Prof.  Steeves  as  to  the  material 
in  the  public  domain  available 
to  all  dramatists. 

6.  In  excluding  from  consid- 
eration unimpeached  testimony 
that  M-G-M  used  the  dramatic 
devices  and  incidents  contained 
in  their  own  prior  works. 

7.  In  granting  the  authors  a 
copyright  in  the  public  domain 
material   used  by   them. 

8.  In  finding  originality  in 
the  authors'  work  and  its  com- 
ponent parts  and  at  the  same 
time  finding  that  the  record  was 
filled  with  earlier  instances  of 
the  same  dramatic  incidents  and 
devices. 

Says  New  Test  Established 
"The  decision  of  the  court  below 
is  in  conflict  with  the  decisions  and 
established  practice  in  other  cir- 
cuits," M-G-M's  brief  declares.  "By 
limiting  the  defendants'  proofs,  it 
established  a  new  test  of  copyright 
protection  and  infringement  unau- 
thorized by  statute  and  contrary  to 
the  practice  which  has  long  pre- 
vailed in  other  circuits." 

"A  question  of  Federal  law  of 
the  most  vital  importance  is  involved 
in  promoting  the  progress  of  the 
useful  arts,"  M-G-M  states  in  ask- 
ing: the  high  court  to  review  the  de- 
cision. 

"Certainty  and  uniformity  in  the 
law  defining  the  legitimate  uses^  of 
these  materials  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  authors  and  dramatists, 


Cole  and  Myers  Address 

Texas  Allied   Meeting 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  he  had  been  in  Texas  some  man 
had  come  into  his  office  wanting 
to  build  a  theater  while  last  year 
the  cry  was  "How  can  I  get  pic- 
tures?" 

Letters  from  sales  managers  of 
film  companies  declining  to  attend 
the  meeting  were  read.  Abram  F. 
Myers,  board  chairman  and  general 
counsel  of  national  Allied,  told  the 
convention  that  "independents  are 
sleeping  at  night  for  the  first  time 
for  several  years  because  of  the 
temporary  lifting  of  the  fear  of  con- 
fiscation of  their  property.  Con- 
tinuance o  fthe  fight  for  decrees  in 
courts  of  law  or  a  statute  enacted 
by  Congress  are  the  only  insurance 
that  can  be  relied  upon  to  protect 
their  property  when  they  lay  down 
to  sleep  at  night." 

Myers  reviewed  the  first  effort  to 
get  a  Code  on  which,  he  stated,  the 
majors  are  10  years  behind  the 
times.  He  said  he  had  been  in  four 
territories  in  the  past  month  and 
there  was  no  pretense  of  living  up 
to  the  voluntary  Code. 

H.  M.  Richey,  RKO's  exhibitor 
contact  man,  made  a  short  talk  and 
was  applauded. 


Court  Enjoins  Defendants 
in  the  Mori  Anti-Trust  Case 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  dozen  distributors  violated  the 
Sherman  and  the  Clayton  anti-trust 
acts  and  enjoined  the  defendants 
from  discriminating  against  and 
licensing  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
plaintiff  and  from  over -buying  and 
other  practices  enumerated  in  the 
findings  of  fact. 

A  supersedeas  was  immediately 
granted  and  the  defendants  posted 
the  nominal  bond  of  $10,000.  The 
case  goes  to  the  Circuit  Court  in  two 
weeks. 


B  &  K  Gridiron  Dinner 

Chicago — Executives  of  B  &  K, 
will  be  host  to  the  circuit  managers 
at  a  Gridiron  dinner  tomorrow  eve- 
ning at  the  Blackstone  Hotel. 


and  to  a  great  industry,  interna- 
tional in  scope,  which  produces,  dis- 
tributes and  exhibits  their  intel- 
lectual product  in  the  form  of  mo- 
tion picture  plays." 

John  W.  Davis  and  Samuel  D. 
Cohen  represent  M-G-M.  The  Su- 
preme Court  must  now  rule  on 
whether  or  not  it  will  review  the 
case. 


Major  Film  Issues  Are  Up 
As  3  States  Cast  Ballots 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  trade  eyes  will  be  decided  at  the 
polls. 

In  New  York,  it's  the  pari-mutuel 
amendment  to  the  State  constitu- 
tion. 

In  California,  it's  the  so-called 
"ham  and  eggs"  pension  proposal 
which  would  authroize  payments  of 
$30  every  Thursday  to  unemployed 
persons  over  50. 

In  Ohio,  the  Bigelow  amendment 
would  establish  a  pension  plan 
which  calls  for  payments  of  $50  a 
month  to  single  persons  and  $80  to 
couples  who  are  retired  wage  earn- 
ers of  60  years  or  older. 

Election  eve  forecasts  were  that 
the  results  in  California  and  Ohio 
would  be  close.  Exhibition  inter- 
ests opposed  to  pari-mutuels  were 
confident  the  amendment  would  be 
defeated. 


Jury  Drawn  for  Second  Trial 
of  Nick  on  Extortion  Charge 

St.  Louis — Second  trial  of  John  P. 
Nick,  international  vice-president  of 
the  IATSE,  on  extortion  charge  in 
connection  with  $10,000  defense  fund 
raised  by  motion  picture  theater 
owners  in  1936,  opened  before  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Aaronson  yesterday.  Jury 
was  picked  before  noon  and  the 
afternoon  was  devoted  to  opening 
statements  of  counsel. 

Since  the  first  trial,  which  result- 
ed in  a  mistrial  when  a  juror  talked 
to  a  witness  for  the  State,  the  grand 
jury  has  made  a  further  investiga- 
tion in  Nick's  affairs  in  an  effort 
to  obtain  evidence  to  bolster  up  the 
State's  case.  It  pried  into  his  in- 
come tax  return  for  1936-37  and  also 
his  bank  records. 

State  Representative  Bradv  in- 
dicted with  Nick,  will  be  tried  later. 

Trial  of  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Wes- 
ton, former  business  agent  of  Local 
143,  on  a  second  extortion  charge 
based  on  alleged  payments  of  $6,500 
by  theater  owners  in  1937  was  set 
for  trial  on  Dec.  11. 


J.  E.  Saxe  Dies  In  Miami 

Milwaukee  —  John  E.  Saxe,  66, 
widely  known  Milwaukee  real  estate 
owner  and  pioneer  theater  owner  in 
"Wisconsin,  died  in  Miami,  Fla., 
where  he  had  gone  to  regain  his 
health.  Saxe,  with  his  brother, 
Thomas,  who  died  last  year,  at  one 
time  operated  more  than  40  theaters 
in  Wisconsin.  He  retired  from  ac- 
tive participation  in  the  theater  bus- 
iness about  10  years  ago.  Survivors 
are  a  son,  four  daughters,  two 
brothers  and  six  sisters. 


ASK  SUPREME  COURT 
TO  REVIEW  RKO  REORG. 
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Nathan,  Jacob  Heller,  Justin  Con- 
don and  Ingatius  Wahl,  co-partners 
doing  business  under  the  name,  H. 
Cassel  &  Co.  Their  brief  states 
they  are  creditors  having  a  claim  of 
approximately  $300,000. 

Petitioners  contend  the  apj^jj  -ed 
plan  deprives  the  debenture  hirers 
of  their  property  rights  without  just 
compensation.  Under  section  77B 
of  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  the  plan  of 
reorganization  must  be  determined 
by  the  court  to  be  fair  and  equitable 
and  not  to  discriminate  unfairly  in 
favor  of  any  class  of  creditors  and 
stockholders,  petitioners  state.  They 
contend  they  are  not  to  receive 
equivalent  compensation  and  that 
therefore  the  plan  is  injurious  to 
their  interests. 

"The  right  of  the  debenture  hold- 
ers to  their  lien  is  a  substantive 
right  of  which  they  cannot  be  de- 
prived without  equivalent  compen- 
sation," the  petition  states. 

Charge   Rights   Are  Violated 

"A  plan  which  deprives  secured 
bondholders  of  their  lien  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  in  the  plan  under  con- 
sideration is  in  violation  of  the  de- 
benture holder's  constitutional  rights 
and  as  a  matter  of  law  cannot  be 
regarded  as  fair  and  equitable  and 
not  to  discriminate  in  favor  of  any 
class  of  creditors  or  stockholders," 
it   is   contended. 

The  petitioners  further  argue  that 
"if  the  substantive  property  inter- 
ests of  the  petitioners  rather  than 
their  remedial  rights,  are  taken 
away  or  reduced,  the  compensation 
to  which  they  are  entitled  is  not 
just  or  adequate  unless  it  is  cash,  or 
its  presently  realizable  equivalent, 
equal  to  what  they  could  realize 
from  the  collateral." 

The  District  Court  erred  in  sub- 
jecting the  minority  debenture  hold- 
ers to  the  will  of  the  majority  hold- 
ers, the  high  court  is  told.  "This 
deprives  the  debenture  holders  of 
their  substantive  rights.  Petition- 
ers cannot  be  deprived  of  their 
rights  as  'non-assenting  creditors' 
by  any  kind  of  a  contract  to  which 
they  are  not  actually  a  party,  even 
though  more  than  a  majority  have 
consented  to  the  proposed  plan." 
Hold  Legal  Principle  "Repugnant" 

In  conclusion,  asking  the  high 
tribunal  to  review  the  case,  the  credi- 
tors argue  that  "the  legal  principle 
established  by  the  lower  courts  is 
repugnant  to  every  concept  of  fair 
dealing.  It  contemplates  the  can- 
cellation of  First  Mortgage  De- 
bentures in  consideration  of  stock 
in  a  new  corporation  which  has  a 
'realizable'  or  'market'  value  of  less 
than  50  per  cent  of  the  amount  of 
the  debt  and  is  intrinsically  worth 
less  than  the  securing  assets  of  the 
company.  This  is  sanctioned  al- 
though the  debtor  corporation  is 
wholly  solvent  and  the  debt  is  fully 
secured." 

Kommel  and  Rosenberg  represent 
the    petitioners. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Rome  Sees  Early  Move  to  Bring  Back  American  Films 

BRITISHJXHIBITORS  ASSlJALKS  CO-OP  PRODUCING 

K-A-O  52  Weeks  Net  $887,486;  B.  F.  Keith,  $540,301 


The  Outlook 

,  .  refutes  pessimism 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


THE  other  day  this  sidelines  observer  had 
'  something  to  say  about  Confidence  as 
an  industry  need  of  the  day. 

Call  this  Chapter  Two,  with  generalities 
giving  way  to  cases. 

Domestically,  whatinhell  is  there  that 
warrants   so   much    pessimism? 

Possibility  of  American  involvement  in 
the  unpleasantness  overseas?  Forget  it. 
As  the  President  phrased  it,  "It  is  a  de- 
liberate setting  up  of  an  imaginary  bogy 
man."  Well,  deliberate  at  least  in  «ome 
quarters. 

o 

FAILURE  of  the  box  office  in  some  sec- 
*  tions  to  reflect  the  continuous  rise  of 
industrial  production  and  trade?  Discount 
that,  too.  Isn't  it  logical  that  the  first 
concern  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  go- 
ing back  to  work  after  prolonged  unem- 
ployment should  be  debts  owed  and  domes- 
tic necessities?  Once  those  wants  are  sup- 
plied, watch  the  spending  for  entertain- 
ment ...  for  films.  And  with  the  arms 
embargo  lifted,  the  impetus  to  American 
industry  shortly  will  be  further  increased. 

Lack  of  strong  product?  Study  the  re- 
lease charts,  not  alone  for  November  and 
December,  but  for  the  months  still  further 
ahead.  Note,  too,  how  far  along  on  1939- 
40  schedules  the  studios  now  are.  Note, 
further,  the  potentialities  of  pictures  now 
in  work.     You'll  have  your  answer. 

o 

CO  what? 

**  So  let's  have  a  little  gumption  all 
along  the  line,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom, 
for,  in  this  business  the  momentum  large- 
ly comes  from  the  top.  Meaning  it's 
axiomatic  that  a  picture,  as  a  rule,  is  just 
as  important  as  the  producer-distributor 
makes   it. 

Which,  surely,  is  something  to  be  borne 
in  mind  these  days  when  there  is  a  clarion 
call  to  exhibition  to  extend  playing  time 
and  thus  add  to  domestic  revenues. 

You  can't  escape  the  fact  that  the  ex- 
hibitor must  be  sold  thoroughly  and  con- 
sistently before  he'll  do  likewise  in  the 
specific  direction  of  John  Q.  Public  and 
family. 

And  to   sell   'em,  you  mutt  tell  'am. 


Former's    39- Week    Profit, 

$476,540;    Latter's 

Was  $156,571 

A  net  profit  of  $887,486.82  for  the 
52  weeks  ended  Sept.  30  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  the  Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum  Corp.,  while  the 
B.  F.  Keith  Corp.  reported  a  net 
profit  of  $540,301.32  for  the  same 
period.  In  both  cases,  the  figures 
represent  the  net  after  all  charges 
including  settlement  of  lease  obliga- 
tion of  $400,000  each. 

K-A-O's    net    is    equal    to    $13.65 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

TEXAS  ALLIED  AGAIN 

ENDORSES  NEELY  BILL 


PARI-MUTUEL 
WINS  2  TO  I 

Pension    Loses    in    Obio- 
"Ham  and"  Doubtful 


Dallas,  Tex. — Allied  of  Texas  in 
convention  here  yesterday  re-elected 
Col.  H.  A.  Cole  for  the  18th  time  as 
president  and  passed  the  following 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Three  states  yesterday  voted  on 
matters  of  interest  to  exhibitors  and 
the  film  industry  generally — New 
York,  Ohio  and  California. 

The  New  York  pari-mutuel  sys- 
tem of  betting  on  the  races,  voted 
on  as  an  amendment  to  the  state 
constitution,  was  seen  winning  by 
about  two  to  one  at  an  early  hour 
this  morning,  with  reports  regarded 
as  accurate.  Exhibitors  generally 
opposed  its  adoption. 

In  Ohio  the  Bigelow  amendments 
providing  for  old  age  pensions  of  $50 
a  month  at  age  of  60  was  seen  as 
losing  by  three  to  one  in  heavy 
balloting. 

The  "ham  and  eggs"  vote  in  Cali- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Warners'  District  Sales  I  Eastern  Studio  Production 

Chiefs  Meet  With  Sears!         p|an  to  Mayor  La  Guardia 


Warners'  district  sales  chiefs 
opened  a  three-day  mid-season  con- 
clave at  the  home  office  yesterday 
at  the  call  of  Grad  Sears  to  discuss 
merchandising  of  the  Fall  and  Win- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Plan  to  foster  Eastern  production 
will  be  submitted  to  Mayor  Fiorello 
H.  LaGuardia  tomorrow  by  Ted 
Richmond,  producer  and  representa- 
tive of  Golden  West  Films,  it  was 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Return  of  Major  Distribs.  to  Italy 
Seen  Aftermath  of  Cabinet  Shakeup 


Washington's  "Anti"  Law 
Costing  Ascap  $100,000 

Tacoma,  Wash. — Ascap  has  turned 
down  more  than  $100,000  in  Wash- 
ington state  royalties  since  the 
state's  1937  music  copyright  law 
went  into  effect,  Irving  Caesar  tes- 
tified in  Federal  Court  here. 

"No    money    has    been    accepted 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  ANDREA  PERRELLI 
Rome  (By  Cable) — Indications  are 
growing  here  that  the  recently  re- 
built Italian  Cabinet  may  soon  mani- 
fest an  open  desire  to  again  estab- 
lish concrete  trade  relations  with 
U.  S.  film  distributors,  thus  restor- 
ing   major    Hollywood    product    to 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Everybody   uses  THE   FILM   YEAR   BOOK. 
Edition    now    in  .preparation.— Adyt. 


1940 


CEA     Fears    Film     Shortage; 
U.  S.   Interests  Press 
Remittance   Issue 

London  (By  Cable) — CEA  at  an 
executive  meeting  here  yesterday 
referred  a  co-operative  production 
proposal  to  a  committee  of  three  for 
further  consideration. 

Meeting  was  concerned  with  the 
possibilities  of  a  product  shortage, 
and  means  of  forestalling  it  should 
the  Government  impose  impractical 
or  over-burdensome  trade  restric- 
tions or  those  of  a  financial  nature 
which  would  render  film  commerce 
static  between  the  U.  S.,  and  the 
U.  K. 

Meanwhile,  strong  pressure  by  U. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

GN  EXPECTSTEW  COIN 
IN  BANK  BY  NOV.  17 


Grand  National  expects  to  have 
its  RFC  loan  completed  and  in  the 
bank  by  Nov.  17  when  a  meeting 
of  creditors  is  scheduled.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  the  money  necessary 
to  release  the  company  from  further 
court  orders  is  95  per  cent  pledged 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Producers  Corp.  Execs.  Here 
to  Set  Distribution  Deal 


Here'  to  negotiate  a  release  for 
their  first  production,  Sig  Schlager, 
president  of  Producers  Corporation 
of  America,  and  Bert  Green,  execu- 
tive vice-president,  told  The  Flim 
Daily  yesterday  they  expected  to 
have   a  number  of  producer-writer- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Home  Rule  of  Television 

by  AFM  Locals  Decreed 

"Home  rule"  by  the  various  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Musicians'  locals 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  to 
television  was  decreed  for  the  pres- 
ent in  the  report  handed  the  union's 
executive   board   by   the   committee 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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(The    New    York    stock    markets    were    closed 
yesterday    an    account    of    the    election.) 


Canada  Closes  Screens 

to  German  Army  Clips 

Toronto — Clips  showing  the  Ger- 
man Army  in  the  World  War  have 
no  place  on  Dominion  screens  at  the 
present  time,  the  Government  has 
stipulated  to  distrihs.  of  newsreels. 


Sir  Charles  Lindsay  Dies 

Montreal  —  Sir  Charles  William 
Lindsay,  KBE,  83,  founder,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  C.  W. 
Lindsay  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  piano,  radio 
and  musical  instrument  dealers, 
eminent  business  man  and  blind 
philanthropist,  died  yesterday  after 
seven  weeks'  illness.  The  Lindsay 
Company  has  long  had  a  close  con- 
nection with  the  theatrical  and  con- 
cert houses  of  Montreal,  organizing 
and  booking  many  entertainments. 


WB   in   Circuit  Deals 

Warners  has  closed  seasonal  prod- 
uct deals  with  Century  and  Smalley 
Circuits  in  the  East  and  Publix, 
Rickards  &  Nace  circuit  in  the  West. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729   Seventh    Ave. 
N«w  York  City 
•Rvint  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Schulte  Circuit  Adds 

3  Houses  In  Quarter! 

Detroit — Expansion  activities  of  ; 
the  William  Schulte  Circuit  highlight 
the  quarterly  report  of  theater  trans- 
actions in  Michigan,  just  released 
by  the  office  of  Allied  Theaters  of 
Michigan,  for  the  three  months  end- 
ing Oct.  31.  Of  12  transactions  af- 
fecting theaters,  three  were  by  the 
Schulte  Circuit. 

First  of  these  is  the  addition  of 
the  new  Motor  City  Theater  in  Cen- 
ter Line.  Others  are  the  acquisition 
of  two  southeastern  Michigan  houses 
from  F.  H.  Guy,  the  Strand  at  Te- 
cumseh  and  the  Bliss  at  Blissfield. 

Four  transfers  of  theaters  were 
reported,  only  one  of  them  in  De- 
troit. Two  downtown  Detroit  the- 
aters were  reopened,  four  new  the- 
aters were  added  to  the  list,  and 
one  house  was  closed. 


Rep's  Chilean  Subsidiary 
Gets  N.  Y.  State  Charter 


Albany — Cia.  Republic  Films  Chi- 
lena,  Inc.,  has  been  chartered  here 
by  the  Secretary  of  State. 


Announcement  came  in  wake  of 
already  announced  plans  of  Repub- 
lic to  set  up  offices  in  Chile. 

Harry  Davis  is  now  en  route  to 
Chile  from  New  York  to  take  charge. 
Paul  Ris  will  take  the  place  of  Davis 
whose  new  assignment  made  vacant 
the  Republic  managership  in  Pana- 
ma. 


60  Separate  Recordings 

For  "Gulliver's  Travels" 


Sixty  separate  recordings  by  lead- 
ing record  companies  have  waxed 
music  from  Max  Fleischer's  Tech- 
nicolor feature-length  cartoon,  "Gul- 
liver's Travels."  Lou  Diamond,  head 
of  Famous  Music  Corp.,  believes  the 
picture  has  been  accorded  the  great- 
est number  of  recordings  ever  made 
on  a  single  motion  picture.  Para- 
mount will  release  the  picture  during 
the  Christmas  holidays. 


Zukor  to  Mexico  Nov.  21 ; 
to  Cuba,  Panama  Next  Spring 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Adolphe  Zukor  leaves 
Nov.  21  for  Mexico  City  where  he 
will  attend  Paramount's  annual 
Mexican    sales    conference. 

His  Mexican  trip  will  be  a  pre- 
liminary to  a  more  extended  journey 
next  spring  at  which  time  he  will 
visit  Cuba   and  Panama. 


Long-Run   Engagements 

Planned  for  "Lincoln" 


Long-run  engagements  for  "Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois"  are  planned  by 
RKO  execs,  who  are  selecting  cities 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  for 
mid-January  openings.  Premieres 
and  long-run  bookings  already  are 
proposed  for  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
Toronto. 


Rep.  Allocating  Quotas 

to  Offset  Budget  Boost 

Territorial  quotas  will  be  allo- 
cated to  franchise  and  sales  forces 
of  Republic  as  a  means  of  offsetting 
the  company's  record  seasonal  pro- 
duction budget. 

The  first  of  meetings  for  this  pur 
pose,  in  the  wake  of  a  similar  hud 
die    held    in    New    York    last    week 
and  participated  in  by  Eastern  arms 
of  Republic,  was  held  yesterday  in 
the  Drake  Hotel,  Chicago,  and  this 
will   be   followed   by   one-day   meet- 
ings in  the  Adolphus  Hotel,  Dallas, 
and  the  Henry  Grady  Hotel  in  At 
lanta,  tomorrow  and  Friday,  respec 
tively. 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  accompanied  by 
James  R.  Grainger,  Republic's  presi- 
dent, go  to  both  Dallas  and 
Atlanta.  Yates  will  probably  go  to 
the  Coast  later  this  month,  and  the 
Far  West  franchise  and  sales  forces 
will  meet  subsequently. 


Hollywood  Sending  Four 
More  Pix  Before  Cameras 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Four  new  pictures 
go   into   production   this   week. 

At  M-G-M:  "Shop  Around  the 
Corner,"  with  Margaret  Sullavan 
and  Jimmy  Stewart. 

At  Universal:  "Honeymoon  Defer- 
red," no  cast  announced. 

At  Republic:  "Days  of  Jesse 
James,"  with  Roy  Rogers  and  George 
"Gabby"  Hayes. 

At  Hal  Roach:  "1,000,000  B.  C." 
with  John  Hubbard,  Carole  Landis, 
Victor  Mature  and  Lon  Chaney,  Jr. 


370  Chi.  Area  Houses 

to  Play  Universal  Pix 

Chicago — More  than  370  theaters 
in  the  Chicago  territory  will  play 
Universal  product  this  season,  ac- 
cording to  E.  T.  Gomersall,  local 
branch  head.  In  addition  to  the  cir- 
cuits, "U"  has  set  deals  with  nearly 
every  indie. 

"First  Love"  is  expected  to  run 
two  weeks  at  the  RKO  Palace,  to 
be  followed  by  "Little  Accident." 


Will  Speak  In  Chicago 

James  Roosevelt,  vice-president  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  will  address 
the  Sinai  Forum  in  Chicago  on  Mon- 
day. He  leaves  New  York  Sunday 
evening. 


cominG  Afio  coiriG 


ALEXANDER  KORDA  arrives  here  tomorrow 
on    the    Clipper. 

HERMAN  WOBBER,  general  manager  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th-Fox,  and  M.  A.  LEVY,  leader 
of  this  year's  Kent  Drive,  were  in  Minneapolis 
yesterday    for   a    sales    meeting.  ~> 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR,  Paramount  board  crL_,an,' 
leaves  Hollywood  Nov.  21  for  Mexico  City  to 
attend  the  company's  annual  sales  confab  there. 

KINC  VIDOR  is  vacationing  here  after  com- 
pleting   "Northwest    Passage"    for    Metro. 

SIC  SCHLAGER  and  BERT  GREEN,  execs,  of 
Producers  Corporation  of  America,  are  in  New 
York  on    business. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR  and  BARBARA  STANWYCK 
are  due  in  today  from  the  Coast  by  plane  for 
a    short   vacation. 

LILLI  DAMITA  flew  in  from  the  Coast  yes- 
terday on  TWA's  Sky  Chief. 

ZASU  PITTS  flew  to  Hollywood  last  night  via 
TWA. 

"COMMENDATORE  ABOAF.  Italian  film  execu- 
tive and  former  Paramount  exec,  VERA  EN- 
CELS,  BRUNO  WALTER  and  MADAME  CHALIA- 
PIN,  arrive  here  tomorrow  from  Italy  on  the 
Rex. 

A.  J.  HERMAN,  Eastern  district  sales  man- 
ager for  Universal,  is  on  a  business  trip  to  Phila- 
Helohia  and  Washington  working  on  circuit 
deals. 

GERALDINE  FITZGERALD  leaves  for  Holly- 
wood tomorrow  to  start  work  in  a  new  Warner 
film. 

MRS.   DAVID   E.   ROSE  has  left  for  the  Coast 

after   being   at   the   Sherry   Netherland   since   her 
arrival    from    Europe. 

HARRY  COLD,  United  Artists  Eastern  general 
sales  manager,   returns  Friday  from  New  Orleans. 

JAMES    ROOSEVELT  goes   to   Chicago   Sunday. 

RUTH  TERRY  arrives  here  Monday  from  the 
Coast  after  completing  her  role  in  Walter 
Wanger's    "City   for   Sale." 


"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips" 

Leaving  Astor  Sunday 

"Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips,"  Metro's 
British  production,  now  in  its  26th 
week  at  the  New  York  Astor,  will 
finally  close  there  Sunday  night,  it 
was   reported  yesterday. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

u,uh  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA   STONE         •         TEDDY    HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


WANTED!  ! 

An  Executive  who  is  looking 
for   an   Executive   Assistant: 

With  a  colorful  and  established  background  as  an  Executor  in  the 
Picture  and  Theatrical  fields,  having  substantial  recommendations. 

An  assistant  who  is  capable  of  holding  down  the  fort  while  his 
superior  is  away  from  the  office. 

An  interview  will  prove  to  be  to  our  mutual  advantage. 


Box  1095 
1501   Broadway 
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K-A-O'S  52-WEEK 
NET  IS  $887,486 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

per  share  on  the  64,304  shares  of 
7  per  cent  cumulative  convertible 
preferred  stock. 

■„  i  the  52  weeks  ended  Sept.  30, 
19'ob'K-A-O  reported  a  net  of  $994,- 
140.39,  while  B.  F.  Keith  Corp.  an- 
nounced a  net  for  the  same  period 
of  $754,363. 

A  net  of  $476,540.75  for  the  39 
weeks  ended  Sept.  30  was  announced 
by  K-A-O,  compared  with  $596,049.83 
for  the  same  period  last  year. 
Keith's  39-week  net  ended  Sept.  30 
was  $156,571.73,  compared  with 
$368,281.46  for  the  39  weeks  ended 
Oct.  1,  1938. 


St.  Louis  Variety  Club 

Elects  Matreci  Barker 


St.  Louis — Tony  Matreci,  manager 
of  the  Uptown  Theater,  is  the  new 
Chief  Barker  of  the  St.  Louis  Var- 
iety Club.  Other  officers  named  are: 
Tommy  Williamson,  owner  of  the 
New  Movie  Theater,  St.  Louis,  First 
Assistant  Chief  Barker;  Johnny 
Walsh,  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Chief  Barker;  Herb 
Washburn,  National  Screen  Service, 
Property  Master,  and  Harry  Hynes, 
Jr.,  Universal  Pictures,  Inc.,  Dough 
Guy. 

The  Executive  Committee  will 
include  Al  Wolff,  Nat  Berger,  Jack 
O'Brien,  Fred  Wehrenberg,  Matt 
Schulter,  Barney  Rosenthal,  Ray 
Colvin,  Harold  W.  "Chick"  Evens, 
Lou  Ansell  and  Ray  Curran.  - 

The  new  officers  are  to  be  in- 
stalled at  a  meeting  to  be  held  next 
month.  Lou  Ansell,  head  of  the 
Ansell  Bros.  Circuit  of  Theaters,  is 
the  retiring  Chief  Barker. 


Six-Language   Musical  Pix 
Will  be  Made  in  New  York 


"Forsake  Me  Not,"  original  by 
Ossip  Dymow,  has  been  purchased 
for  production  in  the  East  this  month 
by  Ludwig  Landy  and  Ira  Greene. 
It  is  to  be  made  as  a  six-language 
musical  drama  mainly  in  Yiddish. 

Moishe  Oysher  and  Helen  Beverly 
will  have  the  leads  and  Max  Nosseck 
will  direct.  Score  is  by  Alexander 
Olshanetsky. 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER   8 
Ted  Hadley 


4LCNG  THE 


with  PHILM.  DALYi 


•  •      •     SOMETIMES   this  scribbler  silently  purrs   a   wish that 

he  might  be  as  free  from  self-consciousness  in  industry  "bouquet-tossing" 
as  are  the  members  of  the  pix  fan  club  who  meet  the  20th  Cen- 
tury   Limited    most    every    morn and    oblivious    of    all    bystanders 

go  "ga-ga"  over  film  players who  trek  into  New  York  from 

the  Coast The  spirit  of  "abandon"  is  betimes  quite  unedifying 

but  withal  we're  goin'  give  Mister  Universal  his  frank  due 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THIS    gent,    Mister    Universal has    in    the    past 

eight  weeks  given  his  friend  Mister  Exib a  number  of  b.o. 

bonuses F'rinstance  over  and  above  the  announced  product 

line-up  and  attending  name  players Mister  Universal  added 

Mae    West   to    the    Fields   pix Charles   Boyer   to    the    Irene 

Dunne  opus,  "When  Tomorrow  Comes" Marlene  Dietrich  to 

the    James    Stewart    attraction,    "Destry    Rides    Again" and 

Boris  Karloff  to  "Tower  of  London" Further,  the  company 

reissued  in  new  and  more  effective  form  its  "All  Quiet  on  the 

Western   Fronf and   also   "The   Road   Back" Too,   Mr. 

Universal  is  dedicated  to   the  proposition  of  more   Gloria  Jean 

features  this  season which  in  light  of  the  success  of  "The 

Under-Pup"  will  be  welcome  news  to  the  film  marts 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WHICH  reminds  us  that  the  new  Deanna  Durbin  vehicle, 

"First   Love" sails   into    the   Rivoli   today and   marks    another 

triumph    for    the    Henry    Koster-Joe    Pasternak    duo who 

if  we  are  not  too  bold  to  suggest should  be  the  recipients  of  a  spe- 
cial industry  award  for  prize  consistency  in  turning  out  a  series  of  pix 

built    around    an    individual    star,    from    debut    to    date and 

causing  copious  clicking  of  turnstiles If  this  department's   memory 

serves  correctly every  Durbin  pix  to  date  has  garnered  a  quartette 

of  stars  from  the  nation's  critics  who  employ  such   symbols and 

at  least  an  equal  number  of  bells  from  the  appraisers  who  like  to 
"wag  tongues"  in  praise and  in  print 

T  T  T 

•  •      «     TODAY,    Universal    is    holding    a    reception in 

honor    of    Henry    Koster director    of    the    Durbin   successes 

and  evidence   of  the   lofty  esteem  in  which  the   company 

holds  him is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  get-together 

is    slated    for    the    61th    Floor    of    the    RCA    Building Five 

o'clock,  Rockefeller  Center  Club  Lounge are  the  time  and 

place To  be  honored  also  at  the  reception  is  Lewis  Howard 

Roster's-  young   protege making   his   bow   in  filmland 

via   the   Durbin   daisy,  "First  Love." 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     ONE  of  the  most  mirthful  moments  in  pix  exhibition  history 

was   on  tap  recently when   the  Embassy  Newsreel  Theater 

held  its  Tenth  Anniversary  celebration Spice  of  the  program  was 

the  resurrection  of  the  first  newsreel  subject  ever  to  play  that  first  news- 
reel  house The  audience  got  a  lilly  of  a  laugh  when  they  gandered 

pictures  of  the  Stock  Exchange  crash  of  1929 followed  by  an  ex- 
hortation by  B.  C.  Forbes,  financial  and  economics  expert  de  luxe,  for 
the  public  to  load  up  on  everything! or  words  to  that  effect 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     EDITOR  &  PUBLISHER,  estimable  trade  journal 

of  the  newspaper  fraternity joins  in  the  journalistic  outcry 

against  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington" complains  its 

scenes  "depict  an  atmosphere  of  damnable  cynicism  and  corrup- 
tion"  Could  it  be  that  the  E  &  P  feels  such  exposure  is  the 

exclusive  property  of  the  country's  press and  Frank  Capra 

was  guilty  of  trespass? 


"TEXAS  ALLIED  AGAIN 
ENDORSES  NEELY  BILL 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

resolution,  with  two  dissenting  votes, 
favoring  the  Neely  bill: 

"Whereas  when  it  is  known  to  this 
convention  that  certain  independent 
exhibitors,  prompted  by  urge  through 
sources  well-known  to  this  body,  have 
written  their  Congressmen  asking 
that  they  vote  against  the  Neely  bill 
for  reasons  that  are  not  even  pro- 
vided in  the  bill,  be  it  resolved  that 
this  convention  go  on  record  as  con- 
demning propaganda  designed  to 
mislead  and  divorce  independent  ex- 
hibitors from  organized  effort  as  re- 
gards the  Neely  bill  or  any  other 
important  question;  be  it  further 
resolved  that  we  unqualifiedly  en- 
dorse the  Neely  bill  as  we  have  done 
at  all  previous  conventions  since  this 
bill   was    introduced." 

Aside  from  Cole  officers  elected 
were  Ruben  Frels  of  Victoria,  vice- 
president,  and  A.  W.  Lilly  of  Green- 
ville, secretary-treasurer. 


Eastern  Studio  Production 
Plan  to  Mayor  La  Guardia 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

learned  yesterday.  Richmond*  con- 
ferred with  the  Mayor  yesterday  at 
length  on  production  here,  discussing 
possibilities  for  financing  and  general 
reasons  for  the  drop  in  production 
here. 

Richmond  disclosed  that  his  plan 
would  cover  all  phases  of  production 
and  the  attendant  problems.  He  also 
said  that  the  Mayor  would  disclose  a 
plan  of  his  own  later  in  the  week. 

Richmond  has  closed  a  deal  with 
Monogram  to  distribute  three  forth- 
coming Golden  West  films.  All  will 
be  in  Magnacolor,  with  the  first  re- 
lease, "The  Gentleman  from  Ari- 
zona" scheduled  for  a  Nov.  17  pre- 
miere in  Phoenix,  Ariz. 


Paul  Sandyker,  Monogram 
Aide  in  Paris  Office,  Dies 

Paul  Sandyker,  50,  assistant  to 
the  manager  of  Monogram's  Paris 
office,  died  in  the  French  capital 
on  Sunday,  according  to  a  cable 
received  at  he  home  office  yesterday. 

Sandyker,  a  White  Russian,  had 
been  aide  to  Ernest  Wettstein, 
Mono.'s  French  exec,  for  the  last 
two  years. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


San  Francisco — Marriage  of  Joe 
Di  Maggio  of  the  N.  Y.  Yankees  and 
Dorothy  Arnold,  screen  actress,  will 
take  place  here  Nov.  19. 


Louisville  —  Edward  Donahue, 
manager  of  the  Ohio  Theater  here, 
and  Miss  Kathleen  Ulsh,  cashier  at 
the  Elks'  Theater  at  New  Albany, 
Ind.,  just  across  the  Ohio  River  from 
Louisville,  were  married  yesterday. 
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BRITISH  GEA  TALKS 
GO-OP.  PRODUCING 
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S.  film  interests,  with  general  trade 
support,  continued  to  be  exerted 
yesterday  to  effect  a  favorable  de- 
termination of  the  negotiations  on 
the  vital  question  of  film  revenue 
"defreezing." 


Film  Shipping  Problem 
Concerns  U.  S.  Distribs. 

Interest  of  U.  S.  majors  and  in- 
dies in  the  solution  of  the  U.  K.  re- 
mittance problem  is  sharing  the 
spotlight  currently  with  the  prob- 
lem of  how  product  can  be  shipped 
to  Britain. 

At  home  offices  yesterday  it  was 
said  that  while  there  is  no  shortage 
of  Hollywood  pix  in  the  U.  K.  at 
present,  the  future  situation  is  not 
without  difficulties. 

Legally,  there  is  no  barrier  yet 
set  up  in  the  U.  K.  to  interfere  with 
shipments  from  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, because  proposed  import  re- 
strictions are  only  in  negotiation 
stage.  However,  the  recent  signing 
of  the  Neutrality  Act  and  issuance 
of  attending  Presidential  decrees 
have  eliminated  shipping  of  film 
in  American  bottoms  to  the  war 
zone.  Further,  the  dock  strike  has 
interfered  with  transportation  of 
films  to  England  and  other  Conti- 
nental destinations.  Added  delay 
has  been  occasioned  while  certain 
American  shipping  lines  consider 
registration  of  their  liners  under 
the  flag  of  Panama. 

British  steamers  can  be  used  in 
the  future,  but  with  the  risk  which 
is  necessarily  attached  to  transpor- 
tation in  bottoms  of  a  belligerent 
nation.  This  risk  the  companies 
must  stand  ready  to  take  under  the 
Neutrality  Act's  Johnson  amend- 
ments. Too,  some  degree  of  ship- 
ping via  the  American  Clipper  may 
develop,  but  his  would  mean  trans- 
shipment from  Lisbon,  Portugal,  to 
England,  which  is  viewed  as  unap- 
pealing, although  newsreel  compa- 
nies have  been  utilizing  the  service 
on  the  East  to  West  crossing  to  get 
footage  to  New  York. 

The  only  other  practical  solution 
is  to  send  footage  from  New  York 
to  England  via  France,  in  ships  voy- 
aging to  Belgian  ports  first.  The 
Belgian-French  frontier  is  open. 

Major  companies  are  shipping  no 
films  into  Germany,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.  Until  the  war,  such  films 
first  went  to  Paris,  but  the  majors' 
machinery  is  not  geared  to  use  Scan- 
dinavian "bases"  instead  of  the 
French  capital. 

Currently,  Spain,  Italy  and  most 
of  the  so-called  Eastern  European 
nations  are  without  U.  S.  film  ship- 
ments, although  some  product  has 
gone  recently  to  Yugoslavia. 


Brit.  Sunday  Opening 
May  he  War's  Result 

London  (By  Cable) — Sunday  opening, 
on  a  national  basis,  may  be  one  result 
of  the  war. 

Representations  from  military  authori- 
ties that  added  facilities  for  entertain- 
ment of  troops  in  training  are  urgently 
needed  at  the  week-end  art  expected 
to  bring  early  Government  action  under 
emergency  powers. 

Once  instituted,  it  is  felt  that  Sun- 
day operation  will  continue  when  peace 
comes. 


Producers  to  Ask  Changes 
in  Dramatists  Guild  Pact 


Police  Ban  "Door  Prizes" 

Providence — City  police  authori- 
ties have  placed  a  ban  on  "door 
prizes"  in  future. 


With  several  major  points  in  the 
Dramatists  Guild  basic  agreement 
for  the  purchase  by  film  producers 
of  the  screen  rights  to  plays  said 
to  be  opposed  by  the  companies,  it 
was  reported  yesterday  that  changes 
would  be  asked  for  by  the  film  com- 
panies on  the  clauses  in  question. 
One  stipulation  that  is  wanted  by 
the  film  companies  is  an  optional  ar- 
rangement under  which  they  would 
have  two  weeks  after  a  play's  open- 
ing to  decide  whether  or  not  they 
wanted  to  proceed  under  the  plan. 

It  was  also  reported  that  a  new 
plan  might  be  submitted  to  the  DG 
by  the  producers,  but  no  confirma- 
tion could  be  had  that  it  was  be- 
ing discussed  by  company  lawyers. 
Leaeue  of  New  York  Theaters, 
representing  the  majority  of  the 
managers,  meets  today  and  will 
probably  ratify  the  DG  contract 
with  a  membership  vote  of  approval. 

Loew  and  Interboro  Houses 
Using  New  Young  Fun  Plan 

Loew's  Prospect  Theater  and  16 
Interboro  houses  are  using  "Young 
Fun"  matinees  as  business  builders 
for  Saturday  shows.  The  plan  pro- 
vides a  weekly  program  of  activities 
including  the  use  of  play  currency 
for  non-gambling  games,  a  club 
plan  and  the  right  to  participate  in 
national  contests.  Young  Fun,  Inc., 
is  a  subsidiary  of  the  Diamond 
Sales   Corp. 

Weeks  Sets  Mono.  Deals 

George  W.  Weeks,  Monogram  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  has  closed  the 
following  circuit  deals:  Rosenblatt 
&  Welt,  New  York;  William  J. 
Blatt,  Pitsburgh;  Vinnicoff  Theaters, 
Los  Angeles;  Warner  Brothers, 
Pittsburgh;  Schoenstadt  Circuit, 
Chicago;  M.  A.  Lightman,  Memphis; 
Warner  Brothers,  Washington. 

Films  for  Newport  Casino 

Newport,  R.  I. — This  city's  plush- 
lined  society  rendezvous,  the  Casino 
Theater,  opens  as  a  movie  house  on 
Nov.  25. 

Hyman  Pastman  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  formerly  with  Paramount, 
M.  &  P.,  and  more  rceently  with 
E.  M.  Loew  circuit,  has  leased  the 
property. 

Jewell  House  In  Saranac 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — Harry  J. 
Jewell  of  this  city  will  open  a  film 
theater  in  Saranac  soon. 


Home  Rule  of  Television 
by  AFM  Locals  Decreed 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

set  up  to  study  the  television  field. 
It  was  put  forth  in  the  report  that 
for  the  time  being  the  parent  union 
will  leave  the  entire  matter  in  the 
hands  of  locals,  but  will  "maintain 
an  attitude  of  watchfulness." 

It  is  expected  wage  scales  and 
working  conditions  will  be  set  up  for 
the  television  field  by  the  locals, 
working  independently  of  each  other 
and  apart  from  the  AFM,  although 
the  parent  body  will  probably  be 
consulted.  Television  rates  for  musi- 
cians are  not  expected  to  be  changed 
until  the  AFM  has  its  mid-Winter 
meeting  in  January. 


Pari-Mutuel  Amendment 

Leading  by  Two  to  One 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

fornia  was  still  undecided,  but  was 
believed  in  some  quarters  to  be  los- 
ing. Reports  were  not  complete 
enough  to  be  decisive.  First  Los 
Angeles  precinct  to  report  was  25 
for  to  20  against.  First  San  Fran- 
cisco precinct  to  report  was  11 
against  to  none  for. 


Second  John  P.  Nick  Trial 

Also   Ends  in   Mistrial 


St.  Louis — Second  trial  of  John  P. 
Nick  on  an  extortion  charge  re- 
sulted yesterday  in  a  mistrial  as  did 
the  first  trial.  Circuit  Judge 
Aronson  announced  that  Juror  Ed- 
ward H.  Davis  had  concealed  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  defend- 
ant's family. 

Davis  was  sentenced  to  a  week  in 
the  city  jail.  His  name  was  stricken 
from  the  jury  roll  and  his  fees 
ordered  forfeited. 

Trial  was  reset  for  Dec.  11. 


RKO  Closes  Eight  Circuits 

Ned  E.  Depinet  announces  closing 
of  RKO  seasonal  deals  wtih  eight 
circuits,  embracing  the  Theatrical 
Managers'  Circuit  of  Indiana,  the 
Mailer's  Circuit  in  Ohio  and  Indi- 
ana, Strand  Amusement  Co.  of  Con- 
necticut, Paramount  Enterprises  of 
Miami,  McCarthy  Circuit  of  North 
Dakota  and  Minnesota,  the  Gregory 
Circuit,  of  Indiana,  the  Western 
Massachusetts  Theaters  and  Domin- 
ion Theaters  of  Virginia. 


Scoring  Six  "U"  Shorts 

Three  "Going  Places"  and  three 
"Stranger  Than  Fiction"  shorts  for 
Universal  release  are  being  scored 
this  week  at  he  Eastern  Service 
studios.  Jack  Schaindlin  is  super- 
vising with  William  J.  Moore  assist- 
ing. Graham  McNamee  is  doing 
the  narration. 


A.  N.  Sack  on  Coast 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood— Alfred  N.  Sack,  of  the 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises,  Dal- 
las, Tex.,  is  in  town  for  conferences 
on  product  with  Million  Dollar  Pro- 
ductions and  other  producers  they 
represent.  He  is  staying  at  the 
Roosevelt  Hotel. 


EXPECT  ITALIAN  MOVE 
FOR  U.S.  PIX  RETURN 
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Italy's  screens,  from  which  it  has 
been  virtually  absent  since  the  crea- 
tion of  the  monopolistic  ENIC. 

Usually  reliable  sources  told  this 
writer  yesterday  that  there  are  if  m- 
mistakable  signs  that  such  a  m?.._a.  is 
in  the  wind."  It  was  added  that 
there  is  a  "growing  cordiality  in 
correspondence  between  high  Italian 
officials  and  certain  representatives 
of   the   American   MPPDA." 

That  Italy  has  seen  fit  to  declare 
its  participation  in  the  New  York 
World's  Fair  in  1940  is  also  con- 
sidered significant,  it  is  pointed  out 
here.  This  decision  is  held  of  deep- 
er consequence  than  the  mere  re- 
newal of  an  exposition  exhibit,  for 
it  is  symbolic  of  (1)  determination 
of  Italy  to  retain  current  neutrality 
status  in  the  European  war;  (2) 
increase  her  internal  economic 
strength  through  neutrality;  and  (3) 
improve  her  trade  relations  with  the 
U.  S.,  most  important  of  the  neu- 
trals in  world  commerce. 

Privately  the  tenet  has  been  ex- 
pressed that  one  of  the  first  com- 
modities of  trade  which  must  be 
sought  are  American  films,  whose 
enforced  exclusion  has  caused  fric- 
tion and  excited  criticism  on  the  part 
of  Italy's  theater  patrons. 

Producers  Corp.  Execs.  Here 
to  Set  Distribution  Deal 
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director  units  affiliated  with  the  com- 
pany by  the  end  of  next  year. 

Three  majors  are  being  negotiated 
with  for  the  first  release,  a  story  by 
Adela  Rogers  St.  John  entitled 
"Kingdom  Come,"  which  will  star 
John  Charles  Thomas,  and  it  will 
mark  the  first  appearance  on  the 
screen  the  noted  singer  has  made. 
Plans  call  for  Thomas  to  make  ad- 
ditional films  for  the  company  dur- 
ing the  next  few  years,  it  was  said. 

In  addition  to  working  on  a  re- 
lease deal,  Schlager  and  Green  are 
negotiating  with  two  well  known 
actresses  now  appearing  on  Broad- 
way for  the  female  role  opposite 
Thomas.  They  plan  to  start  work 
on  the  film  Jan.  4  at  a  Coast  studio. 
An  affiliation  with  the  Schirmer 
Music  Co.  is  also  being  negotiated 
by  the  company. 

M-G-M   Club   Installs 

Detroit— M-G-M  Club,  formed  of 
M-G-M  staff  members  only,  is  in- 
stalling as  new  officers:  Marie  Mie- 
lock,  president;  John  Dembeck,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  Mildred  Liles,  secre- 
tary; and  Bob  Thompson  (re-elected) 
treasurer.  The  club  is  holding  an 
annual  party  at  the  offices  on  Nov. 
17  for  members  and  guests. 

III.  Allied  Directors  Adjourn 

Chicago — Allied  of  Illinois  direc- 
tors yesterday  adjourned  their  meet- 
ing until  next  Tuesday.  Nothing 
definite  decided  on  regarding  the 
unit's  co-operative  buying  plan. 
Final  decision  will  be  reached,  it  is 
expected,  at  Tuesday's  meeting. 


■-n 


HISTORY 
REPEATED 


PLUS-X,  Super-XX,  and  Background-X 
have  established  themselves  firmly  as  the 
favorite  raw  films  of  the  industry.  In  do- 
ing so  they  have  repeated  the  history  of 
Eastman  films  of  other  days.  And  they 
have  done  it  through  the  same  means: 
unmatched  photographic  quality,  com- 
pletely trustworthy  uniformity.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E. 
Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee, 
Chicago,   Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 

PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  ail  difficult  shots 

BACKGROITNB-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 


*  Impossible! 
Not  at  all 

*  The  coming  1940 
Film  Daily 
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—No  Charge 

Tacoma,  Wash. — Wing  Caesar,  asked  to 
define  poetic  license  during  the  Ascap 
case  hearing  before  a  special  master 
here,    brought   howls    when    he   answered: 

"That's  the  only  license  we  don't 
have    to    pay    anything    for." 


Warners'  District  Sales 

Chiefs  Meet  With  Sears 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ter  releases  as  well  as  preliminary 
plans  for  the  next  Sears  Drive. 

Home  office  executives  attending 
the  meeting  include:  Major  Albert 
Warner,  G.  L.  Sears,  Carl  Leserman, 
Joseph  Bernhard,  Charles  Einfeld, 
who  came  on  from  the  Coast  to  sit 
in;  Mort  Blumenstock,  Roy  Haines 
and  Ben  Kalmenson. 

District  Managers  here  are:  Ed 
Schnitzer,  Wolfe  Cohen,  Bob  Smeltz- 
er,  Fred  Jack,  Cal  Callaway,  Henry 
Herbel,  and  Rud  Lohrenz. 

Pix  up  for  discussion  include  "We 
Are  Not  Alone,"  "Four  Wives,"  "The 
Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich,"  "The  Fighting 
69th,"  "We  Shall  Meet  Again"  and 
"Virginia   City." 


Revival  of  Bank  Night 

Brings  Arrest  in  Mobile 

Mobile,  Ala.  — ■  Arrested  at  the 
stage  entrance  of  the  Saenger  The- 
ater after  he  had  conducted  a  re- 
vival session  of  Bank  Night,  Ricardo 
Moneteuil,  manager,  was  docketed  at 
police  headquarters  on  a  charge  of 
"carrying  on  or  representing  a  lot- 
tery." Detectives  confiscated  the 
theater's  Bank  Night  records  with 
patrons'  names  and  took  them  to  the 
police  station. 

Action  was  based  on  orders  issued 
earlier  in  the  day  by  Mayor  Cecil 
F.  Bates.  The  mayor  had  told  the 
Chief  of  Police  to  instruct  the  the- 
ater manager  that  the  Bank  Night 
as  advertised  two  weeks  previous 
on  the  theater's  screen,  would  be 
illegal. 

Bank  Nights  were  regularly  week- 
ly occurrences  in  Mobile  theaters 
until  last  Fall,  when  a  court  decision 
affecting  the  legality  of  "Bingo" 
games  caused  the  theaters'  device 
to  be  included  in  the  sweeping  ban. 


Jeannette  House  Opens 

Pittsburgh  —  The  new  900-seat 
Harris-Manos  Theater  in  Jeannette, 
opened  yesterday.  This  house  was 
built  by  Mike  Manos,  head  of  the 
Manos  Amusement  Co.,  but  just 
prior  to  completion  was  leased  to 
Warners,  who  in  turn  have  turned 
over  their  lease  to  the  Harris  Amuse- 
ment Co. 


Small  Likes  Dumas 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Edward  Small  will 
film  Dumas'  "The  Corsican  Brothers" 
as  the  third  of  the  French  novelist's 
works  to  be  picturized  by  him. 


A.  H.  McHafie  Building 

Cincinnati  —  A.  H.  McHafie  is 
building  a  new  theater  at  Marmet, 
W.  Va. 


6N  EXPECTS  NEW  COIN 
IN  BANK  BY  NOV.  17 
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and  that  the  balance  will  have  been 
obtained  by  the  Nov.  17  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  set  by  Referee 
Peter  B.  Olney,  Jr.,  in  order ls^a-per 
mit  GN  to  propose  its  plan  «..  pay 
ment  to  creditors. 


I 
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Washington's  "Anti"  Law 

Costing  Ascap  $100,000 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

from  the  State  of  Washington  since 
the  law  was  passed  in  1937,"  Caesar 
told  Archie  Blair,  special  master 
re-hearing  the  Ascap  case.  He  esti- 
mated that  Ascap  collects  from  $5,- 
000,000  to  $6,000,000  for  the  "per- 
formance for  profit"  rights  on  music- 
controlled  by  the  society. 

Ascap  maintains  the  Washington 
law  requiring  that  all  musical  copy- 
rights be  registered  in  order  to  be 
valid,  violates  the  society's  consti- 
tutional right  to  do  business. 

Special  Master  Blair,  will  pass  his 
findings  on  to  the  local  Statutory 
Court. 

Herman  Finkelstein,  of  the  law 
firm  of  Schwartz  &  Frohlich,  counsel 
for  Ascap.  entrained  here  yesterday 
for  New  York. 


At  Ascap  offices  yesterday,  it  was 
said  the  decree  of  injunction  and  ^ 
findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of 
law,  which  was  signed  recently  by 
the  Court  which  has  been  hearing|„ 
the  Florida  case,  will  probably  be 
filed  today  in  that  State. 

Louis  D.  Frohlich,  chief  counsel!^ 
for  Ascap,  left  New  York  yesterday:  [,. 
afternoon  for  Scranton,  where  he  is-  % 
scheduled  to  try  a  trio  of  infringe- 1  ^ 
ment  actions  brought  against  Ascap,  K 
in  that  territory.  1 1 

k 

Perlewitz   Post   Permanent 

Milwaukee — Harry  Perlewitz,  who1 
has  been  serving  as  acting  secretary 
of  the  Independent  Theaters  Protec- 
tive Association  of  Wisconsin  and 
Upper  Michigan,  has  been  perma- 
nently named  to  this  post.  Perlewitz! 
has  long  been  active  in  exhibitor 
affairs  as  an  independent  theater! 
owner,  selling  his  three  houses  sev- 
eral months  ago  to  the  circuits. 


Paul   Schlingerman   Dead 

Green  Bay,  Wis. — Paul  M.  Schling- 
erman, 50,  projectionist  at  the  Orph- 
eum  Theater  here  for  nine  years,  is 
dead.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 


Bars  Booing,  Hissing 

Buenos  Aires  (By  Cable) — Orders  have 
been  issued  here  by  the  foreign  ministry 
barring  picture  fans  from  booing,  hiss- 
ing or  otherwise  expressing  dislike  for 
prominent  personages  appearing  in  news- 
reels.  Onus  of  enforcing  the  ruling  is 
put  on  the  theater  owners,  who  face 
closing  of  their  houses  if  they  allow 
demonstrations. 


'^Wednesday,  November  8,  1939 


DAILY 


Jfr  &  REVIEWS  Of  THE  nEUI  flLfllS  ^  a 


:-!  : 


'Blondie  Brings  Up 
Baby" 

with    Penny    Singleton,   Arthur    Lake,    Larry 

=v  Simms 

Colul'Tj  67  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
VERY    ENJOYABLE    ENTERTAINMENT; 
SHOULD     CLICK    READILY    WITH    ALL 
00  AUDIENCES. 

There's    never    a    dull     moment    in    the 
life   of   the   Bumsteads    (Blondie,    Dagwood, 
Baby    Dumpling,   and    the   dog,    Daisy),   and 
as    here    presented    it    makes    the    sort    of 
very      enjoyable     entertainment      that     all 
regular    audiences   will    like.      The   writers, 
'Robert  Chapin,  Karen   DeWolf  and   Richard 
Flournoy  on  the  story,  and  Gladys  Lehman 
with     Flournoy     on     the     screenplay,     have 
worked    out    an    affair   that    is    fresh,    ever 
interesting,    full    of    laughs,    with    dialogue 
that   is   snappy   and    bright.      Frank   Strayer 
turned     in     a     high-grade     directorial     job 
^injecting  a  fast  moving  clip  to  the  doings, 
gaining    splendid     performances     from     the 
""players,    and    putting    the    laughs    over    to 
rJ  oest   results.      Penny   Singleton   and   Arthur 
j  Lake    are    first    rate    as    Blondie    and    Dag- 
IPgood,    but    Baby    Dumpling    (Larry   Simms), 
mhe   dog    (Daisy),  and  the  other  Kid  Alvin, 
?' (Danny   Mummert)    steal   everything  when- 
ever  they   are   around,   and    they're    around 
3    lot.      The    producer,    Robert   Sparks,    has 
a    picture    to    his   credit   of    which    he    can 
3e   mighty   proud.      Baby  Dumpling  sets   up 
some    blocks    in    a    manner    which     makes 
lim    a    genius,   and   with    it    Blondie    takes 
lim    to    school.       His    first    day    there,    he 
Returns   with   a   black   eye   because   he   got 
nto  an  argument  about  being  a  sissy  since 
lis   mother  took   him   to  school.     The   dog, 
Daisy,    then    accompanies    him    only    to    be 
kicked    up    by    the    pound    master.       Baby 
)umpling    gets    lost    looking    for    the    dog, 
ind    along    with    Dagwood    losing    his    job, 
■hings   are    in    a   mess.       In    finding   Daisy, 
3aby    Dumpling    meets    a    paralyzed    child 
vhom   he   gets   to  walk.      Her  father  is  so 
lappy  that  he  buys  the  building  which  lost 
Jagwood    his    job,    and    Dagwood    gets    his 
j,cb   back   which    makes   everything   right. 
■['    CAST:     Penny    Singleton,    Arthur    Lake, 
IJLarry  Simms,  Daisy,  the  dog,   Danny   Mum- 
,-nert,    Jonathan    Hale,    Robert    Middlemass, 
ifeSIin     Howland,     Fay     Felm,     Peggy     Ann 
[i&arner,   Roy  Gordon,  Grace  Stafford,  Helen 
erome    Eddy,    Irving   Bacon. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sparks;  Di- 
ector,  Frank  R.  Strayer;  Based  upon  the 
omic  strip  created  by  Chic  Young;  Au- 
hors,  Robert  Chapin,  Karen  DeWolf,  Rich- 
rd  Flournoy;  Screenplay,  Gladys  Lehman; 
.ichard  Flournoy;  Cameraman,  Henry  Freu- 
lich,  ASC;  Art  Director,  Lionel  Banks;  Edi- 
'or,  Otto  Meyer;  Musical  Director,  M.  W. 
toloff;   Sound,    Lodge   Cunningham. 

DIRECTION,    Swell.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 
'ery    Good. 


"The  Llano  Kid" 

with    Tito    Guizar,    Gale    Sondergaard, 
Alan  Mowbray 

Paramount-Sherman  69  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 


"Main  Street  Lawyer" 

with     Edward     Ellis,    Anita    Louise,    Robert 

Baldwin 
Republic  72  Mins. 

HUMAN     STORY     OF     SMALt    TOWN 


EXCITING    STORY    OF    A    ROMANTIC    LAWYER    SHOULD    GET    GOOD    RECEP- 
MEXICAN        BANDIT        FORCEFULLY    TION  FROM  NABE  AUDIENCES. 
BROUGHT   TO   SCREEN. 


Tito  Guizar  proves  an  ideal  choice  for 
the  title  role  of  Harry  Sherman's  newest 
production,  based  on  0.  Henry's  story, 
"Double-Dyed  Deceiver."  He  enacts  the 
role  of  a  romantic  Mexican  bandit.  E.  D. 
Venturini  has  supplied  excellent  direction, 
gaining  splendid  acting  from  his  cast.  The 
picture  gets  off  to  an  exciting  start,  wob- 
bles a  bit  in  the  middle,  but  this  is  more 
than    recompensed    for   with    a    strong   stir- 


A  warm  and  human  story  of  a  small  town 
lawyer  who  tempers  justice  with  common 
sense  in  his  role  of  county  prosecutor, 
this  film  should  get  a  good  reception  from 
neighborhood  audiences.  The  story  has 
been  well  worked  out  with  a  good  climax, 
and  the  cast  capably  puts  the  story  over. 
Edward  Ellis  gives  a  splendid  characteriza- 
tion as  the  county  prosecutor  who  loses 
his  cases  deliberately  when  he  is  certain 
that    the    accused    person    is    innocent    or 


ring  finish.     Gale  Sondergaard  is  intriguing  !  worthy   of   another   chance.      Anita    Louise 


as  the  wife  of  Alan  Mowbray,  who  does 
fine  work  as  a  rascally  manager  of  a 
Mexican  ranch.  Emma  Dunn  gives  a  nice 
oerformance  as  the  ranch  owner,  while 
Jane  Clayton  is  a  capable  romantic  lead. 
Minor  Watson,  Anna  Demetrio  and  Chris 
Martin  are  among  the  members  of  the 
strong  cast.  Wanda  Tuchock  fashioned 
an  exciting  screenplay.  Russell  Harlan's 
camera  caught  eye-filling  exteriors.  When 
Gale  Sondergaard  and  Mowbray  save  Guizar 
from  arrest  for  a  stagecoach  holdup,  they 
induce  him  to  ieave  Texas  and  come  to 
Mexico  to  impersonate  Emma  Dunn's  missing 
son.  The  plan  is  for  the  three  to  rob  the 
ranch,  but  Guizar  comes  under  the  whole 


as  his  daughter,  is  attractive.  Robert 
Baldwin  is  personable  as  the  young  lawyer 
in  love  with  Anita,  and  such  capable  per- 
formers as  Margaret  Hamilton,  Harold  Hu- 
ber,  Henry  Kolker,  Willard  Robertson  and 
Clem  Bevans  ably  support  the  principals. 
Ellis  would  rather  fish  than  prosecute  the 
people's  enemies.  However,  a  change  of 
venue  on  the  case  of  Huber,  notorious 
racketeer,  brings  it  to  his  court.  Just 
before  he  starts  the  case  Huber  confronts 
him  with  the  fact  that  he  knows  that 
Anita  was  really  born  in  jail,  the  daughter 
of  a  woman  convicted  for  murder,  and 
Ellis  has  brought  her  up  and  concealed 
her  true  identity.     Ellis  deliberately   throws 


some    influence    of    Miss    Dunn    and    Jane  |  the  case   to   get  a   letter  from   Huber  with 
Clayton.    He  refuses  to  go  through  with  the  '  this    information   in    it.      But   he   saves   one 


MPA  Meets  Today 

Business  meeting  and  luncheon 
.'ill  be  held  by  the  Motion  Picture 
Lssociates  organization  today  at 
)inty  Moore's,  at  12:30.  Dick 
Well  and  Joan  Blondell  will  be 
onor   buests. 


plan,  and  when  Mowbray  tries  to  carry 
out  the  plot  alone,  he  fights  to  protect 
his  supposed  mother.  Aiding  him  in  the 
fight  is  Watson,  the  sheriff,  who  had  come 
to  arrest  him.  Watson  feels  that  Guizar's 
redemption  is  complete  and  gives  him  his 
freedom. 

CAST:  Tito  Guizar,  Gale  Sondergaard, 
Alan  Mowbray,  Jane  Clayton,  Emma  Dunn, 
Minor  Watson,  Chris  Martin,  Carlos  de 
Valdez,  Anna  Demetrio,  Glenn  Strange,  Tony 
Roux. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  Di- 
rector, E.  D.  Venturini;  Based  on  "Double- 
Dved  Deceiver,"  bv  0.  Henry;  Screenplay, 
Wanda  Tuchock;  Cameraman,  Russell  Har- 
lan; Art  Director,  Lawis  J.  Rachmil;  Editor, 
Sherman    A.    Rose;    Sound,    Earl    Sitar. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,   Fine. 


Morris  Funeral  on  Coast 

San  Francisco  —  Funeral  services 
for  Ward  Morris,  48,  veteran  local 
theater  man,  were  conducted  by  the 
Richmond  Lodge  No.  375,  F.  and 
A.  M.  of  San  Francisco.  Morris,  died 
at  the  Mayo  Clinic,  Rochester,, 
Minn.,  where  he  was  receiving 
treatment. 


indictment  for  later  prosecution  and  turns 
his  papers  over  to  Baldwin  when  he  is 
elected.  A  murder  is  committed  and 
Anita  is  tried  for  it.  Ellis  defends  her, 
and  knowing  that  Huber  committed  the 
murder,  still  can't  pin  anything  on  him 
until  he  traps  him  in  court  with  a  clever 
ruse  that  frees  Anita  of  all  charges  and 
brings   Huber  to   justice. 

CAST:  Edward  Ellis,  Anita  Louise,  Har- 
old Huber,  Margaret  Hamilton,  Robert  Bald- 
win, Clem  Bevans,  Henry  Kolker,  Beverly 
Roberts,  Willard  Robertson,  Richard  Lane, 
Ferris  Taylor,   Wallis   Clark. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Robert 
North;  Director,  Dudley  Murphy;  Screen- 
play, Joseph  Krumgold;  Original  story,  Har- 
ry Hamilton;  Cameraman,  Jack  Marta; 
Editor,    William    Morgan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 


"One  Hour  To  Live" 

with    Charles    Bickford,    Doris    Nolan     John 
Litel 

Universal.  59  Mins. 

MURDER  MYSTERY  MELLER  HAS 
PLENTY  OF  ACTION  AND  GOOD  PER- 
FORMANCES  BY  CAST... 

Action,  murder  and  corruption,  with  an 
hcnest  cop  frying'to  solve  the  crimes,  have 
been  neatly  woven  into  an  entertaining 
mel.'er  for  the  who-dun-it  fans.  A  suffi- 
cient amount  of  mystery  js  built  up  as  to 
the  identity  of  the  master  mind  to  keep  the 
film  suspenseful  to  the  end.  Charles 
Bickford,  as  a  detective  inspector,  is 
convincing.  Doris  Nolan  is  capable' and 
decorative'  as  the  female  interest  and 
stellar  characterizations  are  contributed 
by  Samuel  Hinds,  John  Litel  and  Paul  Guil- 
foyle.  Bickford  arrests  Litel,  a  gangster, 
on  a  murder  charge  the  day  that  Lite! 
marries  Miss  Nolan.  Bickford  is  suspected 
of  being  jealous  because  Doris  has  jilted 
him  to  wed  another  man.  Litel  is  mys- 
teriously sprung  from  jail.  John  Gallaudet, 
Bickford's  right  hand  man  on  the  force, 
is  apparently  run  down  by  a  taxi,  but  in 
reality  an  attempt  on  his  life  is  made  be- 
cause he  knows  too  much  about  a  fixed 
fight  and  a  murder.  Later  Gallaudet  is 
killed  by  Litel's  henchmen.  Bickford  forces 
a  confession  from  Litel  and  shoots  him  when 
he  runs,  but  does  not  disclose  this  to  the 
oolice,  and  is  ordered  to  find  the  murderer. 
Doris  goes  to  Hinds,  the  commissioner, 
when  arrested  for  the  murder  by  Bickford 
and  Hinds  is  trapped,  by  the  wily  detec- 
tive as  the  key  man  in  the  crime  ring.  He 
also  learns  that  Doris  had  married  Litel 
because   of  a   threat. 

CAST:  Charles  Bickford,  Doris  Nolan, 
John  Litel,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Paul  Guil- 
fpyle,  Robert  E.  Keane,  Jack  Carr,  Jonn 
Gallaudet,    Emory   Parnell,   Olin    Howland. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  George 
Yoha'em;  Director,  Harold  Schuster;  Orig- 
;nal  Screenolay,  Roy  Chanslor;  Cameraman, 
George   Robinson. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Ask  Assessment  Reduction 

Rochester — Unsuccessful  in  secur- 
ing a  reduction  on  Loew's  Rochester 
Theater  from  $1,074,000  assessed 
valuation  to  $850,000,  representa- 
tives have  taken  the  case  from  the 

Board  of  Assessment  Review  to  the  |  cilia   Lane.     Program  will  emanate 
I  City  Council.  J  from  Station  WABC,  New  York. 


Frisco's  Casino  Sold 

San  Francisco — Sale  of  the  Casino 
Theater,  Ellis  and  Mason  Sts.,  to 
local  theater  interests  represented  by 
Peter  H.  Markowitz,  is  disclosed. 
The  property  is  valued  at  $500,000, 
and  was  sold  by  a  family  group 
headed  by  G.  M.  (Bronco  Billy)  An- 
derson, of  early  film  fame. 


Mike  Kiviecinski  Killed 

Pittsburgh— Mike  Kiviecinski,  of 
Johnsonburg,  film  delivery  messen- 
ger, who  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Exhibitors'  Service  Co.  here  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  killed  instant- 
ly when  his  truck  skidded  into  an- 
other car  on  icy  roads  near  Brad- 
ford, Pa.,  and  went  over  an  embank- 
ment. He  was  married  only  about 
six  months  ago  and  is  survived  by 
his  widow  and  parents. 


To  Plug  "Roaring  20's" 

Kate  Smith  will  devote  her  12 
noon  broadcast  on  Friday  over  CBS, 
coast-to-coast,  to  plugging  Warners' 
'The  Roaring  Twenties,"  and  Pris 


Trophy  Award  to  Funk 

Detroit — Hazen  Funk,  manager  of 
the  Great  Lakes  Theater,  was  award- 
ed the  gold  Startmoor  Community 
Service  Trophy,  an  annual  award, 
at  a  dinner.  Event  was  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  activities  in  youth  lead- 
ership and  retirement  after  two 
years  as  president  of  the  Startmoor 
Business  Association. 


„  i 


JOHN   BOYCE-SNITH   and   MITCHELL   LEICHTER 


MAJESTIC  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Hawaiian 
Islands,  Alaska,  New  Mexico. 

FEATURE  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Portland 
and  Seattle. 

CELEBRATED  FILM  EXCHANGE, 
Minneapolis  and  Minnesota. 

SACKS  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Chicago,  St. 
Louis  and  Milwaukee. 

ROYAL  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Kansas 
City  and  Omaha. 

COPPEL  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Denver. 

PAM-O  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Buffalo  and 
Albany. 

MERIT  PICTURES,  630  Ninth  Avenue, 
New  York  and  Upper  Jersey. 

INDEPENDENT  FILM  EXCHANGE, 
Cleveland  and  Louisville,  Ky. 

ADAMS  FILM  EXCHANGE,  Dallas  and 
Oklahoma  City. 

AMERICAN  TRADING— 723  Seventh 
Avenue,  Europe,  Boston,  New  Ha- 
ven, Canada,  Philadelphia,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  and  Pittsburgh. 


'«$«£  FIGHTING 

StapsRNa.' 


PRODUCED  BY  I    'l\     I  J  i 


MAJOR  C. COURT  TfiEATT.RRAS.  r*)t  ' 


Mr.  Exhibitor:  tyou  can  fojoJk  SUDAN  In  the,  o&cmm  EwAarvye*. 

Watch  for  1940  and  1941  pictures  released  and  distributed  by  John  Boyce- 
Smith  and  Mitchell  Leichter.   The  titles  are: 


"BOND  BOY" 

"CAVE  GIRL" 

'LOVE  COMES  LATE' 

"DRUM-MAJORETTE" 


"KID  FROM  MONTANA" 

'STAIN  ON  THE  TAPESTRY' 

"SCHOOL  BUS" 

"IT  MUST  BE  LOVE" 


// 


SUDAN 


// 


Now  for  playing  dates: 

"SHE  GOES  TO  WAR" 


// 


HELL  HARBOR 


// 


Write  or  wire  the  above  exchanges  that  are  in  your  territory. 


211       W       i+   Ul  H      ST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Erpi  to  Emphasize  Industrial  Pix  Production  in  East 

embargTcauses  new  JOES  FOR  FOREIGN  depts. 

N.  Y.  Allied  Asks  Sales  Chiefs  for  State  Code  Parley 


Unit   Negotiating  Committee 

Ready  to  Convene  on 

Short  Notice 

Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of  New 
York  Allied,  has  sent  letters  to  the 
sales  heads  of  the  major  companies 
asking  for  a  meeting  at  which  a  fair 
trade  practice  Code  for  New  York 
State  could  be  discussed.  This  is  in 
line  with  the  plan  formulated  at  the 
organization's  recent  meeting  in 
Syracuse  where  definite  action 
towards  the  setting  up  of  a  New 
York    Code   was    launched. 

A  committee  which  will  carry  on 
negotiations  with  the  distributors  if, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

4  GOLDEN  WEST  PIX 
AS  MONO.  RELEASES 


Four  pictures,  one  of  which  has 
been  completed,  from  Golden  West 
Productions  will  be  released  by 
Monogram.  Tommy  Atkins,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  production 
for  Golden  West,  is  in  New  York  to 
close  the  deal. 

Golden  West  had  a  tentative  deal 
with  Grand  National  to  release  the 
completed  picture,  "The  Gentleman 
from  Arizona,"  but  because  GN  was 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Appellate  Division  Hears 

Brooklyn   Lottery  Action 

The  lottery  case  against  the  At- 
lantic Theater,  Brooklyn,  in  which 
the  manager,  James  May,  was  con- 
victed and  fined  $500:  and  sentenced 
to  30  days  in  jail,  was  argued  yes- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

MPTO  of  Connecticut  Names 
A.  H.  Lockwood  President 


New    Haven— Connecticut    MPTO 
has  reorganized  and  elected  new  of- 
ficers  headed   by   Arthur    H.    Lock- 
wood,  of  the  Strand,  Winsted,  Stuart, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Eastman  Directors  Declare  $2,444,000 

Wage  Dividend  for  Company's  Employes 

Rochester— Eastman  Kodak  will  pay  a  1940  wage  dividend  of  $2,444,000  to  its  em- 
ployes March  25  next  as  a  result  of  action  taken  by  the  board  of  directors  yesterday. 
The  board  also  declared  a  quarterly  dividend  of  $1.50  a  share  on  common  stock  and 
the  regular  1  Vi   per  cent  dividend,   amounting   to  $1.50  a  share,   on   preferred. 

The  wage  dividend  rate  was  established  by  the  common  stock  dividend,  which 
brought  the   1939  declarations  to  $6  a   share. 


ITOA  Asks  Co-operation  of  Ma/or 
in  Move  to  Slash  N.  Y.  C.  Power  Rates 


Efforts  to  obtain  lower  electric 
rates  for  New  York  City  theaters 
are  being  made  by  the  ITOA  and 
Dave  Weinstock,  chairman  of  the 
organization's  light  and  power  com- 
mittee, is  seeking  the  co-operation 
of  Mayor  LaGuardia. 

In  a  letter  to  the  mayor,  Wein- 
stock pointed  out  that  rates  in  neigh- 
boring cities  are  cheaper  than  those 


in  New  York,  ranging  from  six  to 
33  per  cent.  In  the  case  of  Los  An- 
geles the  difference  is  59.7  per  cent, 
while  Albany's  rates  are  51.9  per 
cent  lower. 

Weinstock,  in  his  letter,  asked  the 
mayor  to  enlist  the  services  of  the 
Dept.  of  Water,  Gas  and  Electricity 
or   any   other   city   engineering   de- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


N.Y.  Exchanges  Nearly  100^°  Set  on  Circuit  Deals 


Indicating  that  exhibitors  are  clos- 
ing contracts  at  an  accelerated  pace 
after  a  decided  lull  earlier  in  the  new 
buying  season,  survey  of  New  York 
exchanges  yesterday  disclosed  that 
majority  have  closed  all  but  a  small 
percentage  of  circuit  deals. 

In  the  case  of  the  20th-Fox  branch, 
it  was   stated  that   it  was   100   per 


cent  sold.  Deals  with  the  Interboro 
and  Brandt  chains,  closed  within  the 
last  10  days,  gave  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change a  clean  slate.  Most  of  the 
other  branches  report  deals  with 
only  one  or  two  circuits  still  being 
negotiated.  Quickened  buying  by  the 
indie  exhibs.  is  also  reported. 


Industrial  Pix  Rather  Than  Features 
to  be  Erpi's  Major  Interest  in  East 


Refuses  Criminal  Warrants 
in  Milwaukee  Bingo  Drive 

Milwaukee,  Wis.— Dist.  Atty.  Her- 
bert J.  Steffes,  in  a  3,000-word  let- 
ter has  rejected  Police  Chief  Joseph 
Kluchesky's     request    for     criminal 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


FILM   YEAR   BOOKS  get  bigger  and  better  each 
year.     1940  Edition  will  be  no  exception. — Advt. 


Erpi's  future  policy  on  Eastern 
production  activity  calls  for  major 
emphasis  upon  industrials,  it  was 
confirmed  yesterday  by  T.  Kennedy 
Stevenson,  prexy. 

This,  it  is  understood,  means  dras- 
tic curtailment  of  the  efforts  made 
by  Erpi,  through  Eastern  Service 
Studios,  during  the  last  several 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Prints    Tied     Up    on    Ships; 

Film   Shipment  Costs 

Are  Boosted 

Every  distributing  company  is  re- 
ported to  have  prints  on  board  the 
Roosevelt,  now  tied  up  in  New  York 
and  currently  halted  from  sailing  be- 
cause of  the  Neutrality  Act's  embar- 
go provisions.  Unless  the  ship  is 
allowed  to  sail  under  the  flag  of 
Panama,  as  has  been  proposed,  the 
prints  will  either  remain  on  the 
Roosevelt  indefinitely  or  will  be 
transferred  to  an  English  boat  out 
of  Halifax  and  convoyed  to  Europe. 

This  is  just  one  of  the  many  head- 
aches bothering  the  foreign  depart- 
ments of  all  film  companies  since 
the  war  in  Europe  started  and,  more 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


UA  TO  ASK  DISMISSAL 
OF  FOLLEY  TRUST  SUIT 


UA  filed  notice  yesterday  in  Fed- 
eral Court  here  that  it  will  apply  on 
Nov.  17  for  an  order  dismissing  the 
$250,000  triple  damage  anti-trust 
suit  brought  against  it  by  Folley 
Amusement  Holding  Corp.,  former 
operator  of  the  Folley  Theater  in 
Brooklyn. 

Notice  called  for  service  of  a  bill 
of  particulars   and   an   extension   of 

i  Continued  on  Page  3) 


Studio  Unions  Propose 

Round  Table  Conference 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — William  Bioff  and  a 
sub-committee  representing  studio 
unions  yesterday  drafted  an  invita- 
tion to  producers  and  talent  guilds 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

13  Pa.  Municipalities 

Approve  Sunday  Movies 

Harrisburg,    Pa. — Thirteen    Penn- 
sylvania     municipalities      approved 
Sunday    movies,    while     one    voted 
against  them  at  Tuesday's  election. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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Kyser  Debut  Oversubscribed 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C— Tickets  for 
the  world  premiere  of  Kay  Kyser's 
"That's  Right,  You're  Wrong"  at  the 
Center  Theater  here  on  Nov.  15 
have  been  oversubscribed  six  times. 
They  were  all  sold  by  mail.  The 
prices  of  admission  to  the  Center 
for  the  premiere  is  $1.65.  Pix  will 
open  at  the  Carolina. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729   Seventh    Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Newfoundland   Enforcing 
12%  Tax  on  Exchange  Biz 

St.  John,  N.  B. — Government  of 
Newfoundland  has  served  notice  on 
local  exchanges  that  it  is  enforcing 
a  1929  statute  levying  a  tax  of  12 
per  cent  on  the  net  income  of  busi- 
ness done  in  Newfoundland.  Gov- 
ernment wants  the  distribs.  to  pay 
up  from  the  effective  date  of  the 
statute,  heretofore  unenforced. 

Move  is  regarded  as  a  result  of 
the  war,  Newfoundland  seeking  to 
add  to  its  revenues.  Heretofore, 
Newfoundland  has  limited  its  film 
taxation  to  an  import  duty  of  65 
per  cent  on  a  valuation  of  $4  per 
reel. 

Local  exchanges  service  approxi- 
mately a  score  of  Newfoundland 
theaters,  and  thus  the  amount  in- 
volved is  not  too  large.  What  does 
cause  distrib.  concern  is  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  levy. 


Embassy  Theaters  Plan 

Annual  Newsreel  Award 


Embassy  Newsreel  Theaters, 
through  W.  French,  Githens,  prexy, 
yesterday  announced  the  yearly 
award  of  a  cup  to  the  American 
newsreel  company  making  the  out- 
standing subject  of  the  year  in  the 
opinion  of  an  impartial  committee. 
First  award  will  be  made  about  Jan. 
15  next.  Companies  will  nominate 
+heir  subjects  for  the  competition. 
Committee  will  shortly  be  announced. 
Award  is  designed  to  stimulate  in- 
terest in   newsreels. 

Embassy  theaters,  starting  today, 
are  "reviving"  five  outstanding  sub- 
iects,  one  from  each  newsreel  com- 
pany. These  include  the  explosion 
of  the  dirigible  Hindenburg,  the 
bombins:  of  Shanghai,  the  assassina- 
tion of  Kine  Alexander  of  Yugo- 
slavia, the  Hauptman  trial  and  the 
Morro  Castle  disaster. 


Pittsburgh's  Licensing 

Ratio  Held   Exorbitant 


Pittsburgh  —  The  Allied  Motion 
Picture  Theater  Owners  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  at  its  last  meeting 
nassed  a  resolution  protesting  the 
local  licensing  ratio  of  theaters  as 
exorbitant  and  urging  that  measures 
be  taken  to  remedy  this  situation. 
The  AMPTO  contends  that  the  li- 
cense charged  by  the  City  of  Pitts- 
burgh is  not  based  on  a  proper  ratio 
in  regard  to  the  seating  capacity  of 
*"he  various  theaters. 


306-ITOA  Dispute  Neutral 
Arbitrator  to  be  Chosen 


A  fifth  arbitrator  is  expected  to 
be  selected  within  a  week  in  the 
wapp  scale  negotiations  between  Lo- 
ci 306  and  the  ITOA,  it  was  stated 
"fr>Ilowine  an  ITOA  meeting  yester- 
day. Wage  scale  arbitrators  for 
+he  TTOA  are  Stanley  Lawton  and 
D-vid  Weinstock.  with  Harry  Brandt 
actins-  in   an   ex-officio   capacity. 

Another  special  ITOA  meeting 
will   be  held   next  Wednesday. 


Challenge  Right  of  "U" 

to  "First  Love"  Title 


timt 


Select  Theaters  Corp.  filed  suit 
yesterday  in  the  N.  Y.  Supreme 
Court  against  Universal  Pictures 
Co.,  Inc.,  in  which  it  asked  for  an 
injunction  restraining  Universal 
frcm  using  the  title,  "First  Love," 
in  the  new  Deanna  Durbin  picture, 
and  for  accounting  and  damages. 

Notice  was  also  filed  that  Select 
Theaters  on  Nov.  10  will  ask  for  a 
temporary  injunction  pending  trial. 

Complaint  stated  that  on  June  5, 
1926,  Jacob  J.  and  Lee  Shubert  ac- 
quired the  motion  picture  rights  of 
the  French  play,  "Pile  ou  Face," 
from  the  author,  Louis  Verneuil. 
Subsequently,  said  the  complaint, 
the  play  was  assigned  to  Shubert 
Theater  Corp.  which  produced  it 
under  the  title,  "First  Love." 

Plaintiff  has  been  assigned  all 
rights,  the  suit  says,  including  rights 
to  produce  the  property  as  a  motion 
picture.  The  defendant  is  charged 
with  infringing  upon  these  rights. 


"Mill  on  the  Floss"  Set 

for  Astor;  Opens  Tuesday 

Deal  was  closed  yesterday  by 
Standard  Pictures,  distributor  of 
"Mill  On  The  Floss,"  and  World 
Pictures,  franchise  holder  in  this 
territory,  with  Loew's  to  open  the 
picture  Tuesday  at  the  Astor.  House 
policy  for  the  new  English  film  will 
be  unchanged  from  that  in  force  with 
"Mr.  Chios,"  which  closes  its  long 
run    Sunday. 

Picture  was  produced  in  England 
and  was  directed  by  Tim  Whelan 
from  a  John  Drinkwater  story.  A 
top  flieht  cast  of  English  players 
appears  in  the  picture.  Film  is  one 
of  the  few  pictures  to  play  in  the 
Astor  durine:  the  last  few  years 
that  has  not  been  a  Metro  produc- 
tion or  release,  going  in  on  a  straight 
booking  basis. 


"Second  Fiddle"  Made  Basis 
of  20-Fox  Plagiarism  Suit 

20th  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.  yes- 
terdav  was  served  with  a  complaint 
for  $100,000  damages  for  alleged 
nlap'iarism  in  the  film,  "Second  Fid- 
dle." 

The  plaintiff,  Lola  Harris,  claims 
to  have  written  a  play  with  Jack 
Filman,  called  "Winning  Ways,"  and 
fo  have  submitted  it  in  Aueust. 
1938.  to  the  defendant  for  a  picture 
intended  for  Sonja  Henie. 

According'  to  the  complaint,  the 
r>lay  was  never  returned  and  was 
ist^r  used  as  the  basis  for  "Second 
Fiddle." 


"Ham  and  Eggs"  Loses  Out 
by  3  to  1  Vote  in  Calif. 

San  Francisco — "Ham  and  Eggs" 
lost  out,  3-1,  in  Tuesday's  state  elec- 
tion, returns,  virtually  comnlete,  in- 
dicated last  night.  This  defeat  ratio 
duplicated  that  for  a  second  old  age 
pension  proposal  in  Ohio.  Both  plans 
were  opposed  by  film  interests. 


COfllMG  ODD  GOinG 


NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  short  subject  sales 
manager  for  Warners,  has  arrived  on  the  Coast 
for  studio  huddles  on  product  plans. 

SIDNEY  LANFIELD,  director,  who  recently 
completed  "Swanee  River"  for  20th  -  Fox, 
arrived  in  New  York  yesterday  for  a  '•-•.ca- 
tion. $taj| 

SIG  SCHLAGER  and  GEORGE  GREEN,  Produc- 
ers Corporation  of  America  execs.,  are  at  the 
Savoy   Plaza. 

LOU    IRWIN   arrives  from   the   Coast   today. 

FRED  JACK,  Southern  district  manager  for 
Warners;  HENRY  HERBEL,  Midwest  district 
manager-  RUD  LOHRFNZ,  Prairie  district  man- 
ager; CAL  CALLAWAY,  Western  district  man- 
ager; WOLFE  COHFN.  Canadian  district  man- 
ager; and  BOB  SMELTZER,  Central  district  man- 
ager, are  en  route  to  their  respective  head- 
quarters after  sales  huddles  at  the  home  office. 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  left  fo  the  Coast  yes- 
terday. 

JOAN  DAVIS  leaves  for  Hollywood  after  a 
vacation  and  p.a.'s  here  in  connection  with 
premiere    of   "Drums   Along    the    Mohawk." 

MITCHELL  WOODBURY,  motion  picture  edi- 
uor  of  the  Toledo  Blade,  and  JAY  CARMODY  of 
Hie  Washington  Post  are  visiting  in  New  York. 

TED   RICHMOND   returns   today   to   the   Coast. 

TOM  ATKINS  of  Golden  West  Productions 
is   in  New  York. 


Dick  Powell,  Joan  Blondell 
Guests  of  MP  Associates 


With  Dick  Powell  and  Joan  Blon- 
dell as  guests  of  honor,  and  Dinty 
Moore's  the  scene  of  the  luncheon, 
approximately  150  members  of  the 
Moticn  Picture  Associates  turned 
out  yesterday  for  the  weekly  busi- 
ness meeting   and  luncheon. 

It  was  disclosed  that  Ben  Boyer 
will  handle  the  entertainment  at  this 
year's  dinner  and  dance  the  latter 
part  of  this  month.  Jerry  Wilson 
and  Moe  Fraum  were  appointed 
to  the  membership  committee,  with 
a  number  of  new  applications  for 
membership  presented  at  yester- 
day's meeting. 

Dr.  Sims,  well  known  entertainer, 
"broke  up"  the  party  with  his  dis- 
cussion on  the  distribution  problems 
facing  the  industry  today  in  a  re- 
cently deceased  European  country. 


World's  Fair  Newsreel  Dept. 
Giving  Reception  Tonight 

Newsreel  department  of  the 
World's  Fair  will  give  a  reception 
and  buffet  supper  tonight  at  the 
Hotel  New  Yorker  for  all  of  the 
newsreel  personnel,  with  an  attend- 
ance of  about  150  expected. 

Certificates  with  a  gold  seal  will 
be  presented  to  a  chosen  list  of 
photographers  as  "champion  sharp- 
shooters". A  number  of  prominent 
people  are  expected  at  the  affair  as 
guests,  in  addition  to  a  group  of  re- 
porters who  covered  the  Fair. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George    Abbott    presents 
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UA  TO  ASK  DISMISSAL 
OF  FOLLEY  TRUST  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

time  to  answer  the  complaint  in  the 
event  that  dismissal  is  denied. 

Suit  charges  the  eight  majors; 
Randforce  Amusement  Corp.,  Mono- 
gi»/  *  Distributing  Corp.,  Republic 
Pictures  Corp.,  and  others  with  de- 
priving the  plaintiff  of  product  as  a 
result  of  which  it  was  forced  to  sur- 
render its  theater. 

The  first  complaint  against  UA 
was  dismissed  by  Federal  Judge 
John  T.  Clancy  with  leave  to  serve 
a  new  one. 


Appellate  Division  Hears 

Brooklyn   Lottery  Action 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

teiday  in  the  Appellate  division  and 
decision  was  reserved. 

In  an  unusual  move,  the  assistant 
district  attorney  requested  that  the 
conviction  be  reversed  and  sent  back 
for  a  new  trial  on  the  grounds  that 
Judge  Bayes,  who  sat  on  the  orig- 
inal case,  did  not  have  jurisdiction 
to  hear  it. 

Harry  Kosch,  counsel  for  the  de- 
fendant, opposed, the  district  attor- 
ney's proposal.  The  decision  is  ex- 
pected to  clarify  and  determine  the 
games  situation  in  Brooklyn. 


ITOA  Asks  Mayor  Co-op 

Power  Rate  Cut  Move 


in 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

partment  to  compile  the  necessary 
data  that  may  be  required  for  a  for- 
mal hearing  before  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commission. 

Reduction  in  rates  in  New  Jersey 
were  pointed  out  by  Weinstock  who 
pointed  out  that  further  cuts  would 
be  granted  effective  Jan.  1. 


4  Golden  West  Pictures 

As  Monogram   Releases 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

not  ready  to  handle  it  the  deal  was 
switched  to  Monogram. 

The  second  picture,  "Derby  Day," 
goes  into  production  shortly  after 
Jan.  1.  All  are  to  be  made  in  Mag- 
nacolor. 


Best    wishes    from    THE     FILM    DAILY 
to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  9 

Forrest   Halsey 

John    Miljan 

Lucille  Coldin 


ALONG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     IT'S  a  long  time  since  the  1609  season when  ole  Hend- 

rick  Hudson  and  his  "sails"  stalf held  a  local  regional and 

opened  up  the  territory for   some   subsequently   spectacular   deals 

one   of   which   gave   the   native   wigwam   operators    a    line-up    of 

beads,   buttons   and   other   trinkets whose   total   production   cost   is 

said  to  have  been  about  $24 which  admittedly  is  a  pretty  skimpy 

budget when    you   reflect   that    in   return the    Dutch    distribs. 

got  about  100  per  cent in  the  form  of  Manhattan  Island 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     ANOTHER   swell   deal   involved   Staten   Island...... 

but  any  jubilation  the  Dutch  might  have  felt  in  the  long  ago 

has  been  fully  avenged  by  modern  exhibs.  on  that  isle the 

Fabian  boys  who  make  much  more  equitable  deals and  even 

go  so  far  as  to  augment  their  revenue  by  holding  jitterbug  con- 
tests  and,  what's  more,  show  material  appreciation  to  those 

who  stage  such  contests  for  them Why,  just  the  other  night 

on  the  self  same  soil  where  the  gloating  Dutch  undoubtedly 

celebrated  in  their  nth  Century  taverns it  was  Fabian  Night 

at  the  Atlantic  Rotisserie 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THE  conclave's  feature  is   somewhat   erroneously   reported 

to   have   been the   presentation   of   testimonial   watches   to   Charlie 

Bruns,  ork  leader,  for  co-operating  in  the  Island- wide  jitterbug  binge .... 
and  Eileen  Wall,  dancing  teacher,  who  rounded  up  many  of  the  con- 
testants   Harry  Black,  general  manager  of  Fabian  Theaters  made 

the  awards which,  'tis  rumored,  tell  the  hours  in  Swing  Time 

instead  of  the  prosaic  Eastern  Standard  variety But,  truth  to   tell, 

the  real  feature  of  the  evening  was  when  the  Fabian  managers  took  over 

the  bandstand  of  the  Rotisserie and  played  several  numbers 

while  Charlie  Bruns  and  his  ork  sat  at  tables and  enjoyed  a  few 

snifters    on   the   Fabian    personnel Apparently   there's    no    limit    to 

our  industry's  talent! 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     'TWAS    a    merry    get-together that    triumphal 

testimonial  to  Henry  Koster held  last  evening  on  the  mere 

61th  Floor  of  the  RCA  Building as  a  tribute  to  the  director 

of  Deanna  Durbin  successes and  as  an  introduction  to  young 

Lewis  Howard who  makes  his  screen  debut  in  Deanna's  lat- 
est wow,  "First  Love" The  trade  press  was  present  en  masse 

as  were  the  delegates  of  the  fan  mags and  a  coterie  of 

first   line   scribblers  from   the   Met   dailies U's   prexy,   Nate 

Blumberg,  presided and  present,  too,  were  Dan  Kelly,   U's 

casting  director Joe  Seidelman,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  Charles 

D.  Prutzman,  Leo  Abrams,  Edmund  Lowe,  Budd  Rogers Jay 

Golden  and  Bill  Cadoret  from  out  Rochester  way Max  Feller- 
man,  John  O'Connor,  Fred  Meyers and  a  host  of  other  guests. 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      MARIA    Gambarelli "Gamby"    to    'most    everyone    in 

pixland has  been  re-engaged  by  the  Metropolitan  Opera  Co 

as  the  premiere  danseuse  for  the  1939-40  season getting  under  way 

Nov.  26 This  will  be  her  second  consecutive  year  with  the  Met.  .  . 

•  The  National  Showmen's  Assn.  will  hold  its  Second  Annual  Benefit 

Banquet  and  Entertainment at  the  Hotel  Commodore  on  Saturday 

night,  Nov.   18 with  stars  of  stage,  screen   and   radio  performing 

to  help  needy  folks  in  the  outdoor  show  biz.  .  .  •  Next  Wed- 
nesday night Luise  Rainer,  Dick  Powell  and  Joan  Blondell  will  lead 

a  contingent  of  Hollywood  celebs at   the   huge   "Night   of   Stars" 

in  Madison  Sq.  Garden Other  pix  luminaries  on  hand  will  be  Martha 

Raye,  Tony  Martin,  Simone  Simon,  Mary  Brian,  Mitzi  Green,  Jimmy 
Durante,  Beverly  Roberts,  Bert  Wheeler  and  Jack  Haley 


EMBARGO  IS  CAUSING 
FOREIGN  DEPT.  WOES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

recently,  since  the  Neutrality  Act 
became   operative. 

Another  worry  is  the  increased 
cost  of  shipping  prints  to  Europ- 
ean countries,  neutral  or  otherwise. 
Rates  have  been  boosted  from  33  1-3 
to  50  per  cent  on  all  lines.  Some 
companies  have  sent  prints  by  air 
mail,  even  though  the  cost  is  almost 
prohibitive.  For  example,  clipper 
ships  will  not  accept  film  on  an  air 
express  basis,  requiring  air  mail 
classification.  Cost  on  this  basis  is 
30  cents  for  each  one-half  ounce 
and  packages  can  not  weigh  more 
than  four  pounds  and  six  ounces. 
That  means  that  the  film  has  to  be 
spliced  into  sections  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements. 

Air-mailed  prints  are  assured  de- 
livery only  to  Lisbon;  beyond 
that  point  the  film  goes  at  the  sole 
risk  of  the  sender. 

American  distributors  are  sending 
pictures  to  central  Europe  by  way 
of  Italy.  Italian  liners  are  enjoy- 
ing heavy  business  on  film  shipments 
but  they  have  changed  their  policy 
of  handling  freight  on  a  weight  ba- 
sis to  a  system  whereby  they  charge 
$8.50  per  cubic  foot,  thereby  hiking 
costs.  Before  the  war,  English  ships 
charged  $7  per  cubic  foot  for  film 
but  the  rate  now  has  been  increased 
approximately  one-third. 

Markets  in  Rumania,  Yugoslavia 
and  Bulgaria  are  now  being  reached 
via  the  Italian  route,  although  ship- 
ments to  Latvia,  Estonia  and  Balkan 
states  are  said  to  have  been  stopped 
completely. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
superimposed  titles  on  prints  for  the 
Scandinavian  countries  were  inserted 
in  England  but  this  process  is  now 
being  handled  in  the  U.   S. 

Foreign  departments  claim  diffi- 
culties in  shipping  film  to  Europe 
are  increasing  daily.  However, 
handlers  of  foreign  shipments,  such 
as  Massce  &  Co.,  are  meeting  the 
situation  with  as  little  red  tape  as 
possible. 


Mrs.  William  Tucker  Dead 

Oklahoma  City — Mrs.  Barbara  K. 
Tucker,  51,  former  film  actress,  and 
wife  cf  William  Tucker,  state-wide 
printing  firm  head,  died  here  in  a 
city  hospital  following  a  brief  ill- 
ness. As  Barbara  Leona  Keinz  she 
was  head  of  her  own  stock  company 
in  Oklahoma  City  in  1918  and  ap- 
peared at  the  44th  Street  Theater 
in  New  York.  She  also  played  in 
early  films   with  Mary  Pickford. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Pittsburgh — The  engagement  of 
Louis  Rothstein,  who  operates  the 
Cambridge  Theater,  Cambridge 
Springs.  Pa.,  to  Miss  Cecelia  Wein, 
of  Clarion,  Pa.,  has  just  been  an- 
nounced. The  marriage  will  take 
place  Thanksgiving  Week. 
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The  twenty-second  edition  of  this  annual  book 
of  reference  is  now  in  preparation  and  will  be 
ready    for    distribution     in    January,     1940. 


The  book  you'll  find  on  the  desk  of  every 
important  executive  in  the  industry  365 
days  ot  the  year! 
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BACKS  INDUSTRIAL  PIX 
PRODUCTION  IN  EAST 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

years   to   stimulate   feature   produc- 
tion on  a  service  studio  basis. 

Astoria  plant  will  continue  to 
mak,,  available  facilities  to  produc- 
ers ./ho  have  "an  honest-to-God 
plan"  and  are  prepared  to  "put 
money  on  the  barrel  head,"  it  is 
understood,  but  there  will  be  no 
more  "wet  nursing,"  with  Eastern 
Service  instrumental  in  arranging 
financing  and  effecting  distribution 
deals. 

Erpi's  decision,  it  is  said,  stems 
from  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
feature  production  for  Eastern  Ser- 
vice during  1939,  whereas  industrial 
production,  via  Audio,  headed  by 
Frank  K.  Speidel,  has  been  increas- 
ing, climaxing  with  the  making  of 
"The  Middleton  Family  at  the 
World's  Fair"  for  Westinghouse. 
Pix,  a  five-reeler  in  Technicolor,  had 
a  $5,000  budget. 

In  addition  to  industrial  produc- 
tion, other  activity  at  Astoria  in  the 
future  will  be  largely  restricted  to 
newsreel  recording  and  shorts  scor- 
ing plus  school  pix  turned  out  by 
Erpi  Classrooms.  Latter  is  described 
as  a  non-profit  venture  in  which  $1,- 
000,000  has  been  invested  in  about 
10  years. 

Technicolor  unit  at  Astoria  will 
remain,  it  is  understood,  but  has 
been  turned  back  to  Technicolor. 

Erpi's  revised  policy,  announced 
as  Mayor  LaGuardia  was  personal- 
ly interesting  himself  in  the  resump- 
tion of  Eastern  production,  follows 
the  collapse  of  several  deals  for  fea- 
ture production.  These  were  with 
Lee  Garmes,  Jack  Skirball  and  Jack 
Wildberg,  and  Al  Christie. 

The  Garmes  pix  "And  So  Good- 
bye," may  be  made  on  the  RKO  lot 
on  the  Coast.  The  Skirball-Wildberg 
program  of  three  for  Columbia  may 
be  produced  at  General  Service  Stu- 
dios on  the  Coast.  The  Christie  prop- 
osition involved  Monogram  dis- 
tribution. 


Court  of  Appeals  Ruling  of  Illegality 

Fails  to  Halt  Georgia's  Sunday  Films 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Despite  a  Court  of  Appeals  ruling  holding  that  Sunday  movies  in 
any  form  in  Georgia  are  illegal,  theaters  throughout  the  state  are  continuing  to  oper- 
ate unmolested.  Georgia  authorities  have  asserted  that  enforcement  of  the  "blue 
laws"  is  up  to  local  agencies  and  the  latter  have  indicated  definitely  that  they 
have  no  desire  to  halt  shows. 


N.  Y.  ALLIED  ASKS 
STATE  CODE  PARLEY 


MPTO  of  Connecticut  Names  j  13  Pa.  Municipalities 

A.  H.  Lockwood  President  Approve  Sunday  Movies 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Lakeville,  and  Windsor  Theaters. 
Other  new  officers  include  Irving  C. 
Jacocks,  Jr.,  of  the  Branford  The- 
ater and  Adolph  G.  Johnson,  Strand, 
Hamden,  vice-president;  A.  E.  Rob- 
bins,  Strand,  Hamden,  secretary; 
George  Wilkinson,  Wilkinson.  Wal- 
lingford,  treasurer,  and  Herman 
Levy,  executive  secretary. 

The  Board  of  Directors  is  com- 
posed of  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli 
division  manager,  B.  E.  Hoffman,  of 
the  Warner  New  England  zone,  Hy 
Fine,  M  &  P  director  of  Connecti- 
cut, Harold  Eskin  of  Stamford,  Lou 
Anger,  Bridgeport,  William  F. 
Hoyt,  East  Haven,  A.  E.  Robbins, 
Hamden,  Ralph  Pasho,  Naugatuck, 
Samuel  Rosen,  Winsted  and  Lake- 
ville, Joseph  Quittner,  Jewett  City, 
and  Max  Tabackman,  West  Haven. 

The  budget  committee  appointed 
includes  Harry  F.  Shaw,  B.  E.  Hoff- 
man, Hy  Fine,  Irving  C.  Jacocks, 
Jr.,  Max  Tabackman,  and  Samuel 
Rosen.  The  by-laws  will  be  re- 
vised and  reported  to  the  bodv  by 
B.  E.  Hoffman  and  Adolph  G.  John- 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Wellsboro,  Mansfield,  Blossburg, 
Elkland,  Westfield,  all  in  Tioga 
County,  had  permitted  Sunday  mov- 
ies, but  decided  in  referenda  to  make 
them  legal  after  theaters  were 
closed  last  July  on  protests  by  the 
Lord's  Day  Alliance  when  owners 
were  informed  they  could  not  re- 
open until  the  matter  was  decided 
at  the  polls. 

Mt.  Penn,  West  Reading,  in  Bris- 
tol township,  Shinglehouse,  Free- 
dom and  Koppel  townships  also 
voted  for  Sunday  movies.  Forty 
Fort  voted  almost  two  to  one  against. 
Petitions  in  Mifflinburg  were  with- 
drawn before  it  got  to  a  vote. 

Communities  asking  referenda 
were  first  permitted  to  vote  in  1935. 
Of  325  communities  testing  the  is- 
sue then,  159  defeated  the  proposal. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  when,  they  agree  to  discuss  a 
pact  is  ready  to  convene  on  short 
notice. 

Meanwhile,  Ed  Souhami,  recently 
named  counsel  and  field  representa- 
tive for  New  York  Allied,  will  start 
his  first  swing  around  the  state  next 
week,  calling  on  the  regional  units. 
The  Buffalo  unit  has  scheduled  a 
meeting  for  Monday  and  the  Syra- 
cuse group  will  meet  on  Nov.  21. 
The  Albany  and  Rochester  units  are 
arranging  to  hold  meetings  at  an 
early  date. 

Book  Giveaways  at  Ogden 
Draw  3  Times  Normal  Biz 


With  additional  help  necessary 
last  night  to  handle  the  crowds  at 
the  Ogden  Theater,  a  Consolidated 
house,  Premium  Promotion  Syndi- 
cate's book  giveaway  plan  was  put 
into  full  operation  at  the  theater. 
Attendance  was  approximately  three 
times  normal,  it  was  said.  House 
will  continue  with  the  policy  in- 
definitely, using  the  book  giveaway 
cne  night  every  week.  Premium 
execs,  stated  last  night  that  they 
have  closed  a  number  of  new  deals 
in  the  Metropolitan  area. 


Warner   Managers   Depart 

Concluding  their  mid-season  sales 
sessions  with  Grad  Sears,  Warners 
general  sales  manager,  at  the  home 
office,  company's  district  managers 
leave  today  for  their  individual  ter- 
ritories to  hold  local  meetings  with 
their  branch  and  sales  personnel. 


Unusual  Folding;  Display 

Boosts  WB's  "Elizabeth" 


"I'm  Abner  Weaver,  Mayor  of  this  here  town, 
leader  of  this  here  community,  an'  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  this  here  county." 


Kimmelman  Under  Knife 

Pittsburgh  —  Dave  Kimmelman, 
local  Paramount  branch  manager, 
was  rushed  to  Montefiore  Hospital 
Monday  for  an  emergency  operation. 


Consistency 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Record  for  consistency 
is  the  building  here  which  was  the 
first  theater,  built  in  1870.  It's  being 
torn  down  and  a  new  structure  will 
take  its  place.  It  won't  be  a  theater, 
but  a  dime  store. 

Ten  cents  is  a  big  figure  at  the  box 
office   now,  too. 


Distribution  of  an  unusual  fold- 
ing pictorial  display,  dealing1  with 
the  history,  research  and  production 
details  of  the  making  of  Warners' 
"The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and 
Essex."  is  being  carried  on  this  week 
by  MPPDA,  among:  the  nation's  high 
schools  and  libraries  while  Warner 
Bros,  are  making  a  limited  supply 
available  to  exhibitors  at  a  minimum 
cost. 

The  folder  has  been  desiened  to 
fulfill  a  valuable  instructional  func- 
tion in  history  and  Enelish  classes, 
and  also  to  form  the  nucleus  of  book 
displays  in  libraries.  In  the  in- 
stance of  libraries,  the  folder  can 
be  advantageously  used  by  the  local 
°xhibitor  for  announcing  playdates 
of  the  picture. 

Carl  E.  Milliken.  secretarv  of 
MPPDA.  has  written  the  prologue 
to  the  material  contained  in  the  fol- 
der. Latter  comprises  twenty-four 
cards,  arranged  in  sets  of  three. 

This  is  said  to  be  the  first  time  a 
folder  display  has  been  so  treated 
in  exploitation  annals. 

Walter  Brandt  Recovers 

Cleveland— Walter  Brandt,  Vita- 
<raph  salesman  who  suffered  a  heart 
attack  last  Wednesday  while  driving 
+o  Youngstown.  is  reported  to  be  in 
excellent  condition  at  Elizabeth  Hos- 
nital  and  expects  to  be  home  the 
end  of  the  week. 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS 

WEAVER  BROTHERS  and  ELVIRY 

ROY  ROGERS  •  MARIS  WRIXON 

A    Republic    Picture 
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"We  Are  Not  Alone" 

with   Paul  Muni,  ,Jane  Bryan,  Flora   Robson, 

Raymond    Severn 
Warners  112  Mins. 

SWEEPING  DRAMATIC  STORY  BRIL- 
LIANTLY CHARACTERIZED  AND  PRO- 
JECTED TO  THE  SCREEN. 

A  brilliant  psychological  study  of  an  in- 
nocently created  triangle  and  its  tragic 
results,  and  an  equally  splendid  treatment 
of  .the  love  of  a  man  for  a  son  that  is 
misunderstood  by  a  stupid  mother  have  been 
deftly  woven  into  a  tightly-knit  story 
under  the  guiding  hand  of  Edmund  Gould- 
ing  in  this  new  Warner  release.  ,  The 
picture  assumes  rank  as  one  of  the  finest 
productions  of  any  year,  with  no  flaw 
apparent  in  its  entire  structure.  -The 
screenplay,  written  by  James  Hilton  and 
Milton  Krims  from  the  Hilton  novel,  is 
unequivocal  in  driving  home  the  story 
that  is  being,  told.  Muni  is  magnificent  as 
a  well  to  do  English  doctor,  firm  in  his 
belief  that  there  is  no  cause  for  war,  and 
harried  by  his  wife's  misunderstanding  of 
their  son.  Miss  Robson  is  splendid  as  the 
wife,  phlegmatic  in  her  acceptance  of  her 
way  of  living  and  stupidly  blundering  in 
her  treatment  of  their  son.  Raymond 
Severn  is  equally  splendid  as  the  .small 
boy,  afraid  of  the  dark  and  prey  to  a  too 
imaginative  mind.  Jane  Bryan  achieves  a 
top  flight  performance  in  a  difficult  role 
as  the  Austrian  girl  who  becomes  the 
boy's  governess.  Una  O'Connor,  Henry 
Daniell,  Montagu  Love. and  Crauford  Kent 
contribute  excellent  performances  in  sup- 
porting roles,  and  the  entire  cast  is  good. 
The  story,  in  its  fashion,  is  somewhat  sim- 
ple, but  in  its  telling  lies  the  dramatic 
power  of  the  picture.  Goulding's  direction 
is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  craftsman- 
shio  to  be  seen  in  many  a  day.  Laid  in 
1914  in  an  English  town,  we  are  intro- 
duced to  the  family  of  Dr.  Paul  Muni. 
He  meets  Jane  when  she  is  hurt  in  a 
theater  where  she  is  dancing.  However, 
when  he  goes  back  to  see  her  she  has 
gone.  A  further  meeting  with  Jane  re- 
sults in  her  coming  to  the  house  as  gov- 
erness for  Raymond,  who  adores  her. 
Gossip  and  misunderstanding  divide  the 
household  and  Flora  takes  Raymond  to  live 
with  his  uncle  until  Jane  leaves  the  house. 
War  starts,  and  Muni,  afraid  for  Jane's 
safety,  plans  her  escape  from  the  coun- 
try. Raymond  visits  the  house  to  retrieve 
a  pocket  knife,  breaks  a  bottle  in  the  sur- 
gery and  puts  the  scattered  pills  into 
another  bottle.  Miss  Robson  is  found 
dead  during  the  night  while  Muni  is  ab- 
sent with  Jane.  They  are  caught,  tried 
and  sentenced  to  hang  as  he  can  give  no 
exnlanation  for  the  transference  of  the 
pills,  admits  his  love  for  Jane  at  the  trial, 
and  is  crucified  by  circumstantial  evidence. 
Thev  die  in  the  knowledge  they  will  meet 
?°ain  and  will  also  have  Raymond  with 
them. 

CAST:  Paul  Muni,  Jane  Bryan.  Flora 
Robson,  Raymond  Severn,  Una  O'Connor, 
Henry  Daniell,  Montagu  Love,  James 
Stephenson,  Stanley  Logan,  Cecil  Kella- 
way,  Alan  Napier,  Ely  Malyon,  Douglas 
Scott,  Crauford  Kent,  May  Beatty,  B'lly 
Bevan,  Holmes  Herbert,  John  Powers,  Colin 
Kenny,  Ethel  Griffies. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Henry 
Blanke;  Director,  Edmund  Goulding;  Screen- 


"The  Escape" 

with   Kane   Richmond,  Amanda   Duff,  Henry 

Armetta 
20th-Fox  62  Mins. 

GANGSTER  STORY  TOLD  IN  NARRA- 
TIVE FORM  WILL  SERVE  NEATLY  AS 
PROGRAM   OFFERING. 

Unpretentious  and  devoid  of  any  "names" 
in  the  cast,  this  release  however,  will  serve 
nicely  as  a  program  offering.  The  cast 
is  capable  and  hard  working  and  Ricardo 
Cortez  does  a  workmanlike  job  of  direc- 
tion. Story  is  told  in  flashback  form,  with 
the  yarn  spun  by  Frank  Reicher,  a  doctor 
who  is  interested  in  all  the  people  con- 
cerned. Kane  Richmond  ably  portrays  a 
policeman  in  love  with  the  gangster's 
sister,  Amanda  Duff.  Edward  Norris  is 
cast  as  the  criminal.  Henry  Armetta  is 
the  father  of  Norris  and  Miss  Duff.  Reicher 
is  particularly  good  as  the  doctor.  Norris, 
framed  on  a  murder  charge,  is  released 
from  jail  embittered  against  the  world. 
Norris'  secret  wife  gave  birth  to  a  child 
while  he  was  in  jail  and  the  baby  was 
adopted.  Finally,  Norris  redeems  some- 
thing from  life  when  he  rescues  his  child 
from  kidnappers  who  had  stolen  it  from 
the  foster  parents.  As  a  composite  study 
of  slum  life  and  its  denizens  the  film  is 
a  good  character  presentation,  and  a 
stronger  production  value  with  bigger  names 
might  have  lifted  the  film  into  the  class 
of  important  pictures. 

CAST:  Kane  Richmond,  Amanda  Duff, 
June  Gale,  Edward  Norris,  Henry  Armetta, 
Leona  Roberts,  Frank  Reicher,  Scotty 
Beckett,  Rex  Downing,  Jimmy  Butler,  Roger 
McGee,    Richard    Lane. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  Wurtzel;  Di- 
rector. Ricardo  Cortez;  Original  Screen- 
play, Robert  Ellis  and  Helen  Logan;  Cam- 
eraman Edward  Cronjager;  Editor,  Fred 
Allen. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Studio  Unions  Propose 

Round  Table  Conference 
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to  attend  a  round  table  meeting  to 
study  industry  problems.  The  pro- 
ducers and  the  guilds  are  asked  to 
answer  the  invitations  by  next  Tues- 
day. 

Bioff  and  studio  union  representa- 
tives have  already  announced  they 
will  not  abrogate  the  recent  10  per 
cent  wage  increase  and  will  work  to 
obtain  a  10  per  cent  wage  tilt  for 
all  members  of  AFL  studio  unions 
outside  the  IATSE.  involving  23,000 
workers  and  $16,000,000;  and  have 
stated  that  there  should  be  a  care- 
ful scrutiny  of  salaries  paid  top 
flight  producers,  stars,  writers  and 
directors  before  IA  would  in  anv  way 
consider  relinquishing  the  10  per 
cent  wage  tilt. 


play,  James  Hilton  and  Milton  Krims; 
Novel  by  James  Hilton;  Cameraman,  Tony 
Gaudio;    Editor,   Warren   Low. 


DIRECTION,     Excellent. 
PHY,    Splendid. 


PHOTOGRA- 


"Legion  Of  Lost 
Flyers" 

Devine,    Anne 


/ith     Richard 


Arlen,    Andy 

Nagel 

Universal  63  Mins. 

PROGRAMMER  WITH  WEAK  STORY 
HAS  LIBERAL  AMOUNT  OF  ACTION 
AND   STUNT    FLYING. 

This  new  release,  although  weak  in 
story  material,  has  enough  action  and  fancy 
stunt  flying  to  make  it  acceptable.  Rich- 
ard Arlen  and  Andy  Devine  are  again 
co-starred,  pix  being  third  in  a  series  of 
action  mellers.  Anne  Nagel,  William  Lun- 
digan,  "Big  Boy"  Williams  and  a  capable 
cast  support  the  principals.  Arlen,  blamed 
for  a  fatal  air  crash,  joins  a  group  of 
flyers  in  Alaska,  who  are  all  in  disgrace 
for  one  reason  or  another.  He  is  searching 
for  the  pilot  responsible  for  the  crash  to 
clear  himself,  and  Alaska  is  his  last  stop. 
Arlen  gets  a  ground  job  when  the  head  of 
a  commercial  line  refuses  to  hire  him  as 
a  pilot.  Arlen  finds  his  man,  William 
Lundigan,  but  can't  force  him  to  admit 
his  guilt  in  the  fatal  crash.  Another 
rrash  and  a  chain  of  circumstances  put 
Arlen  in  a  position  where  he  is  able  to 
make  Lundigan  confess  and  he  clears 
his  name. 

CAST:  Richard  Arlen,  Andy  Devine,  Anne 
Nagel,  William  Lundigan,  Guinn  "Big  Boy" 
W:lliams.  Ona  Munson,  Jerry  Marlowe,  Leon 
Ames,  Theodor  von  Eltz,  Leon  Belasco, 
D'vid  Willock,  Jack  Carson,  Edith  Mills, 
Pat    Flaherty,    Eddie    Waller. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Ben  Pivar; 
Director,  Christy  Cabanne;  Original  Story, 
Ben  Pivar;  Screenplay,  Maurice  Tom- 
bra<?el;   Cameraman,   Jerome   Ash. 

DIRECTION,  Good  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Refuses  Criminal  Warrants 
in  Milwaukee  Bingo  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

warrants  against  Bingo  game  spon- 
sors in  Milwaukee. 

Asking  for  "common  sense"  en- 
forcement of  the  gambling  statutes, 
Steffes  cited  court  decisions  to  show 
that  the  injunctional  process,  not 
criminal  action,  was  the  proper  way 
to  proceed  against  Bank  Night, 
Bingo  and  other  lotteries  and  games 
of  chance. 

The  criminal  statutes  should  be 
applied  against  criminals,  Steffes 
s^id.  He  insisted  his  office,  at  least, 
will  recognize  the  distinction  be- 
twpen  commercialized  gambling  and 
"such  games  and  pastimes  as  are 
indulged  in  by  literally  tens  of 
fhousands  of  our  citizens  who 
should  not  be  branded  as  criminals 
ns  vour  demand  requires." 

The  police  department's  drive 
aeainst  Bingo  has  been  promoted 
hv  the  recent  decision  of  Circuit 
-Tudee  Charles  L.  Aarons  in  which 
he  labeled  Bingo  a  public  nuisance 
and  enjoined  the  Bahn  Frei  hall  here 
from  staging  the  games.  Plaintiff 
in  the  action  against  the  hall  was 
Charles  W.  Trampe.  head  of  the 
Monogram-Midwest  Film   Co.  here. 


"Beware,  Spooks"      j 

with  Joe   E.  Brown,  Mary  Carlisle,  Clarence    I 

Kolb 
Columbia  68  Mins. 

COPS  AND  ROBBERS  STORY  WITH 
JOE  E.  BROWN  IS  WEAK  COME%'a, 

The  talents  of  Joe  E.  Brown  V.J  un- 
availing in  making  this  comedy  any  bet- 
ter than  run-of-the-mill  film  fare.  Brown 
goes  through  his  complete  routine  of  tricks, 
but  the  story  material  is  weak,  trite  and 
not  very  amusing.  Brown  has  a  capable 
supporting  cast,  including  the  attractive 
Mary  Carlisle  as  his  wife,  Clarence  Kolb, 
as  the  police  commissioner,  and  Marc 
Lawrence,  as  a  gangster.  Brown,  a  cop. 
marries  Mary  in  the  commissioner's  office. 
He  immediately  gets  in  hot  water  when  he 
lets  a  pay  roll  gang  escape,  and  is  trans- 
ferred to  the  Bronx.  Their  honeymoon 
locale  must  necessarily  be  shifted  from 
Staten  Island  where  they  had  taken  an 
apartment,  but  no  sooner  does  Mary  get 
the  furniture  loaded  and  the  vans  on 
their  way  than  Joe  gets  canned  from  the 
force  for  another  boner.  He  and  Mary 
go  to  Coney  Island  to  forget  their  trou- 
bles and  Joe  spies  Lawrence,  notorious 
gangster.  He  leaves  Mary  to  watch  him 
while  he  calls  the  police,  but  they  are 
both  gone  when  he  gets  back.  However, 
Joe  trails  them  and  in  a  fast  finish  cap- 
tures  Lawrence. 

CAST:  Joe  E.  Brown,  Mary  Carlisle,  Clar- 
ence Kolb,  Marc  Lawrence,  Don  Beddoe, 
George   J.    Lewis. 

CREDITS:  Columbia  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Edward  Sedgewick;  Original  Play,  Rich- 
ard Flournoy;  Screenplay,  Richard  Flournoy, 
Albert  Duffy,  Brian  Marlow;  Cameraman. 
Allen  G.  Segler;  Editor,  James  Sweeney. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, O.  K. 


Virginia  Censors  Approve 
"Hitler,  Beast  of  Berlin" 

Richmond,  Va.  —  The  Virginia 
State  Board  of  Censorship  has  given 
its  approval  of  the  film,  "Hitler, 
Beast  of  Berlin,"  to  be  shown  in  this 
State.  The  decision  was  made  after 
three  days  of  deliberation  and  after 
it  had  been   screened  twice. 


NBR  Approves  "Hitler" 

"Hitler,  Beast  of  Berlin,"  contro- 
versial film  being  distributed  by  the 
Producers  Distributing  Corp.,  has 
been  passed  by  the  National  Board 
of  Review  and  given  a  mature  audi- 
ence rating,  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. 

W  &  V  Books  "Hitler" 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood— "Hitler,  Beast  of  Ber- 
lin" has  been  booked  by  the  Wilmer 
&  Vincent  circuit  in  the  following 
Pennsylvania  cities:  Altoona,  Johns- 
town, Harrisburg,  Easton,  Reading, 
Allentown,  and  in  Virginia,  Norfolk 
and  Richmond. 


Detroit  Okays  "Hitler" 

Detroit—  Serg.  Charles  W.  Sny- 
der, Detroit  police  censor,  has 
okayed  "Hitler,  the  Beast  of  Berlin." 
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WAR  NOTTO  ALTER  KORDTS  UA  PRODUCING  PLANS 

Expect  Mexican  Decree  to  Revive  Native  Production 


Only    Four    Features    Turned 

Out  in  Native  Studios 

in  Last  10  Weeks 

By  MARCO-AURELIO  GALINDO 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Mexico  City  —  The  Mexican  film 
industry  is  looking  forward  to  a  re- 
vival of  production  activities  follow- 
ing recent  issuance  by  the  Mexican 
Government  of  the  decree  making 
exhibition  of  motion  pix  compulsory. 
Decree  requires  that  at  least  one 
native  pix  be  played  every  two 
months  in  first-run  theaters,  and  one 
every  month  in  all  other  houses. 

The  measure  is  seen  as  conducive 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

S-l  STRIKEWLLED 
OFF  PENDING  PARLEY 


i  West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
i  Hollywood  —  Late  yesterday  the 
strike  of  125  sound,  makeup,  camera- 
-men and  other  IA  members  working 
on  "Rebecca"  at  the  Selznick  Inter- 
national studio,  who  had  been  ordered 
out  yesterday  morning,  was  called 
off  pending  a  meeting  to  be  held  next 
week,  probably  on  Wednesday. 

Decision  to  halt  the  strike  was  an- 

,'  nounced  following   a   meeting   early 

Thursday  between  Frank   Stickling, 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

'Para.  Names  George  Fraser 
Foreign  Pub.-Advt.  Head 

Announcement  of  the  appointment 
of  George  Fraser  as  foreign  pub- 
licity and  advertising  manager  of 
Paramount  Pictures  is  made  by  John 
W.  Hicks,  Jr.  Fraser,  who  has  been 
'with   Paramount  for  the  past  four 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Henry  Ginsberg  Resigns 

As  Selznick  Vice-Prexy. 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Henry    Ginsberg    has 
resigned  as  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral   manager   of    Selznick    Interna- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Replacement  of  Italian  Cultural  Minister 

Linhed  to  Heavy  Purchases  of  Nazi  Films 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Behind  the  replacement  of  Dino  Alfieri  as  Minister  of  Popular 
Culture  in  the  Italian  Cabinet  is  said  to  have  been  intense  dissatisfaction  with  his  film 
policies. 

Alfieri,  it  is  charged,  was  responsible  for  the  purchase  of  an  excessive  number  of 
German  films,   largely  of  a  propaganda  nature  and  lacking  in  entertainment  value. 

Additionally,  his  administration  is  said  to  have  been  lax:  as  one  instance,  it  is  cited 
that  no  payment  had  been  made  for  40  French  films  acquired. 


METRO'S  CONCESSIONS 
UNFEASIBLE  IN  CANADA 


Toronto  —  M-G-M's  announced 
trade  concessions  on  present  and  fu- 
ture contracts  will  not  be  effective  in 
Canada,  according  to  Henry  L. 
Nathanson,  general  manager  of  Re- 
gal Films,  Ltd. 

Nathanson  pointed  out  that  the 
high  cost  of  distribution  in  Canada 
(six  exchange  centers  catering  to  an 
area  as  the  large  as  the  entire  U.  S.) 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Court  Denies  Crites'  Plea 

to  Reopen   Patent  Suit 

Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger 
in  an  opinion  handed  down  yester- 
day refused  to  reopen  the  suit  of 
Virgil  C.  Crites  against  Warner 
Bros.     Pictures,     Inc.,     Albert     A. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


ITOA  WARNS  STARS 
TO  GET  OFF  RADIO 


The  ITOA  is  ready  to  take  "ap- 
propriate action"  to  force  film  stars 
off  radio,  the  New  York  exhib.  unit 
headed  by  Harry  Brandt  announces 
in  the  current  issue  of  the  Indepen- 
dent, its  house  organ. 

Asserting  that  "the  sorrowful 
pleading  of  producers  to  the  effect 
that  they  have  no  control  over  their 
performers    is    so    much    eyewash," 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


He     Reports     Practically    All 

Theaters  in  England  are 

Operating 

By  AL  STEEN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Writer 

The  war  will  not  alter  Alexander 
Korda's  plans  to  produce  his  1940-41 
program  for  United  Artists,  the  Lon- 
don Films  head  said  last  night  upon 
his  arrival  here  from  Europe.  Korda 
was  accompanied  by  Basil  Bleck,  his 
attorney,  with  whom  he  flew  from 
Lisbon,  Portugal,  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. Because  of  bad  weather,  the 
Clipper  landed  in  Baltimore  yester- 
day afternoon  instead  of  Port  Wash- 
ington and  they  arrived  in  New  York 
last  night  by  train. 

Next  season's  program  will  be. 
mapped  out  in  conferences  to  be  held 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

END  16  lOTENACE, 
DEMAND  OF  IND.  ATO 


Canadian  Admissions  and 

Receipts  Show  Increase 


Montreal — Statistics  released  yes- 
terday by  the  Dominion  of  Canadian 
Motion  Picture  Theaters  bureau  of 
statistics  show  an  increase  in  re- 
ceipts and  admissions  in  1938  for  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Para.  Earned  $710,000  in   Third 
Quarter/  $2,840,000  in  9  Months 


Organize  "One  Big  Union" 
in  Mexican  Film  Industry 

Mexico  City  —  A  new  Sindicato 
Nacional  de  Trabajadores  Cinemato- 
graficos  (National  Union  of  Motion 
Picture  Workers)  has  just  been  or- 
ganized to  unite  all  workers  in  the 
various  branches  of  the  picture  in- 
dustry under  one  banner. 

To  guide  the  affairs  of  the  Sindi- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Paramount's  third  quarter  earn- 
ings are  estimated  at  $710,000  for 
the  period  ended  Sept.  SO,  the  com- 
pany announced  yesterday.  Earn- 
ings for  the  nine  months  are  esti- 
mated at  $2,840,000,  including  $1,- 
355,000  representing  Paramount's 
interest  in  the  combined  undistrib- 
uted earnings  of  partially  owned 
non-consolidated  subsidiaries. 

The  results  of  operations  of  all 
foreign    subsidiary    companies    have 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Distribution  heads  yesterday  re-', 
ceived  copies  of  a  resolution  passed 
at  the  recent  ATO  of  Indiana  con- 
vention, protesting  against  the  prac- 
tice of  making  pictures  available  for 
16  mm.  use. 

The  resolution  describes  the  situa- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Reports  Italian  Breach 

to  End  "News"  to  Aboaf 


Reports  that  the  Italian  govern- 
ment was  negotiating  for  the  re- 
sumption of  trade  with  American 
film  companies  was  described  as 
"news"  by  Americo   Aboaf,  former 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Screen  Writers  Elect 

Sheridan  Gibney  Prexy 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY1 
Hollywood — The  Screen  Writers' 
Guild  yesterday  elected  Sheridan 
Gibney,  president;  Sidney  Buchman,| 
vice-president;  D wight  Taylor,  sec- 
retary, and  Boris  Ingster,  treasurer. 
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Rensselaer  Defeats  Mayor 
Who  Vetoed  Sunday  Films 

Rensselaer — Sunday  motion  pic- 
tures, banned  in  the  City  of  Rensse- 
laer, are  expected  to  become  legal 
early  next  year  as  a  result  of  the 
defeat  of  Mayor  William  T.  Wright, 
who  vetoed  the  Common  Council's 
ordinance  approving  Sabbath  screen- 
ings two  months  ago. 

The  issue  played  an  important 
role  in  the  election  of  Marshall  Rose 
over  the  incumbent.  Common  Coun- 
cil supporters  of  Sunday  movies 
were   re-elected. 

Roger  Marmon  has  taken  over  the 
Bright  Spot,  sole  theater  which  will 
benefit  by  Sunday  movies,  from  Herb 
Gardner. 
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Y.  Exhibs.  to  Continue 
Pari-Mutuel  Opposition 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Albany  —  Exhib.  opposition  to 
pari-mutuel  horse  race  betting  in 
New  York  State  has  just  started, 
it  is  reported  here.  Line  of  attack 
will  center  on  the  necessary  enab- 
ling legislation.  Opponents  will  work 
for  a  mild  act  to  prevent  building 
of  race  tracks  in  as  many  metropoli- 
tan areas  as  possible. 

Gloversville,  home  of  the  Schine 
Circuit,  voted  against  the  pari- 
mutuels,  while  Saratoga,  only  spot 
outside  Buffalo  where  exhibs.  openly 
fought,  defeated  the  amendment 
3,094  to  1,838. 


Schlager  and  Green  Seek 
to  Buy  Into  "Quiet  Please" 

Sig  Schlager  and  George  Green, 
of  Producers  Corp.  of  America,  are 
negotiating  with  Al  Lewis  on  buy- 
ing into  the  legit  play,  "Quiet 
Please,"  which  is  to  star  Margot 
Grahame.  Schlager  and  Green  are 
making  the  first  John  Charles 
Thomas,  "Kingdom  Come,"  by  Adela 
Rogers  St.  John. 


Chi.  Mono.  Biz  40%  Ahead 

Chicago — Henri  Elman,  Monogram 
distributor,  reports  a  40  per  cent  in- 
crease in  contracts  for  the  new  sea- 
son over  the  same  period  last  year. 
During  the  past  week,  the  following 
circuits  have  been  signed:  Great 
States  Theaters,  Essaness  and  Van 
Nomikos,  all  of  Chicago,  and  the  An- 
derson circuit  of  Morris. 


Dissolve   Loew  Subsidiaries 

Three  subsidiaries  of  Loew's,  Inc., 
have  been  dissolved  and  made  part 
of  another  subsidiary,  Loew's  The- 
ater and  Realty  Corp.  The  dissolved 
units  are  Loew's  Lexington,  Inc., 
Fenton  Amusement  Corp.  and  Stein- 
way-38th  St.  Corp. 


Documentary  on  Mounties 

Produced  by  Paramount 

Montreal — "Scarlet  and  Gold,"  a 
documentary  film  on  the  Mounties 
has  been  filmed  by  Paramount  in 
Regina,  Saskatchewan,  headquarters 
of  the  force,  and  has  been  sent  to 
Hollywood.  The  film  describes  how 
a  young  "Mountie"  is  trained  in 
police  work  from  the  time  he  enlists 
until  he  is  ordered  out  on  detach- 
ment. Officers  of  the  mounties  co- 
operated in  the  production  which 
was  filmed  at  headquarters.  There  is 
also  a  courtroom  scene  showing  a 
Mountie  prosecuting  a  prisoner. 
Screening  time  will  be  about  45 
minutes. 


UAC  Declares  Dividend 

Montreal  —  Directors  of  United 
Amusement  Corp.,  Ltd.,  have  de- 
clared a  dividend  of  45  cents  a  share 
on  the  company's  outstanding  cap- 
ital stock  for  the  period  ended  Oct. 
31,  payable  Nov.  30  to  shareholders 
of  record  Nov.  15. 


Johnston  and  Golden  Will 
Attend  Phoenix  Opening 

Monogram  will  release  "The  Gen- 
tleman from  Arizona"  on  Dec.  5, 
following  its  world  premiere  in  Phoe- 
nix, Ariz.,  on  Nov.  22.  Picture  is 
the  first  of  four  to  be  made  by  Gol- 
den West  Productions. 

W.  Ray  Johnston,  Monogram  pres- 
ident, Eddie  Golden,  vice-president, 
and  a  number  of  Monogram  stars 
will  attend  the  Phoneix  opening.  Ted 
Richmond  will  represent  Golden 
West. 

The  producing  company  will  make 
its  entire  program  in  Phoenix,  al- 
though some  interior  shots  will  be 
made  in  a  studio  at  Prescott. 


Charlie  Einfeld  to  Leave 
for  Warner  Studio  Tuesday 

Charlie  Einfeld,  Warners  ad  and 
publicity  chief,  will  conclude  his 
Eastern  stay  on  Tuesday,  returning 
then  to   the  Burbank  plant. 

Plans  for  the  annual  Sears  Drive, 
which  have  received  Einfeld's  atten- 
tion, among  other  things,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  today.  Ad- 
ditionally, Einfeld  has  discussed 
merchandising  plans  at  the  home 
office  with  Grad  Sears,  Maj.  Albert 
Warner  and  Mort  Blumenstock. 


"Ninotchka"  Starts  Big 

Opening  of  M-G-M's  "Ninotchka" 
at  Radio  City  Music  Hall  yesterday 
was  described  by  theater  executives 
as  one  of  the  biggest  in  the  history 
of  the  theater.  Despite  close  to 
freezing  weather,  long  lines  outside 
the  theater  were  in  evidence  through- 
out the  day. 


COminC  flilD  G01RG 


ALEXANDER  KORDA  arrived  in  New  York 
last  night  via  Clipper  and  train,  landing  in 
Baltimore. 

CHARLIE  EINFELD,  director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  Warners,  returns  to  the  Coast 
Tuesday.  *aj 

WILLIAM  FERGUSON,  Metro  director*-"  ex- 
ploitation, is  in  Atlanta  working  on  the  open- 
ing of  "Cone  With  the  Wind." 

SPYROS  SKOURAS,  National  Theaters  chief- 
tain, has  returned  to  the  home  office  after  a 
business  trip  through   the  West. 

ED  McEVOY,  Eastern  central  district  man- 
ager for  RKO,  is  here  from  Cleveland  for  home 
office  confabs. 

NAT  DYCHES,  assistant  to  Harry  Brand,  20th- 
Fox  studio  publicity  chieftain,  returned  to  the 
Coast    yesterday    after    a    week's    stay    here. 

CHARLES  E.  MCCARTHY,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  for  20th-Fox,  and  LOUIS  SHAN- 
FIELD,  art  director,  have  returned  from  a  visit 
t->   the  studio. 

GAIL  PATRICK  has  arived  here  from  the  Coast 

for  a   vacation. 

HARDY  MEAKIN,  manager  of  RKO's  Keith  in 
Washington,  returns  to  that  city  today  after  a 
week's  stay   in   New   York. 

IRENE  LEE,  Warner  story  editor,  arrives  here 
from  Hollywood  this  week-end  for  a  look  at 
the  new  Broadway  plays. 

LILI  DAMITA  is  at  the  Sherry  Netherland. 

VAUGHAN  GLASER  has  returned  to  the  Coast 
to  start  work   in   a   new   Paramount  film. 

WILLIAM  GERMAN,  general  manager  for 
J.  E.  Bralatour,  is  in  Hollywood  for  a  two- 
week  stay. 

JOHN  MONKS  and  FRED  FINKELHOFF  have 
returned  to  the  M-G-M  studio  after  a  New 
York  visit. 

VERA  ENGELS,  Continental  film  star,  arrived 
yesterday  on  the  Rex. 

KING  VIDOR  plans  to  leave  on  his  return 
to  the  M-C-M  studios  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

DAVID  GOULD,  Puerto  Rican  manager  for 
M-G-M,    is    here    for    home    office   conferences. 


They'll  Meet  Again 

MPPDA  board  of  directors  met 
yesterday  and  adjourned  until  Wed- 
nesday when  the  sessions  are  to  be 
resumed. 


For   Lunch,    Dinner  or   Supper 

LaHIFF'S  TAVERN 

The    Industry's 

MEETING  and  EATING  PLACE 

156  W.  48th  St.  Tel.  CHickering  4-4200 


20th-Fox  Sets  Chi.  Circuits 

Chicago  —  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
Exchange  reports  product  deals 
closed  with  B  &  K,  Great  States, 
Lasker,  Lynch  Theaters,  Schoen- 
stadt,  Rheinheimer  in  Chicago  and 
The  Alger  circuit.  LaSalle,  and  An- 
derson   circuit,    Morris. 


Eckhardt  Licks  Ptomaine 

Chicago  —  Clyde  Eckhardt,  20th- 
Fox  Exchange  manager,  is  back  on 
the  job  after  a   ptomaine  attack. 


Young  woman  college  graduate,  age  32, 
employed  at  present  in  one  of  largest 
film  organizations  wishes  to  connect 
with  a  progressive  firm.  Experienced  in 
selling  films,  titling  for  foreign  market 
and  has  thorough  knowledge  of  all  office 
details.  A  good  opportunity  is  primary 
interest.  Excellent  references. 
Box  1300  THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501    Bway.  N.    Y.    C 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Timet 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

with  MILTON  BERLE 

EZRA    STONE         •         TEDDY    HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


Friday,  November  10,  1939 


DAILY 


TOA  WARNS  STARS 

TO  GET  OFF  RADIO 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  ITOA  charges,  "we  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  many  pro- 
ducers allow  their  stars  to  broadcast 
beca; "e  it  means  they  can  make 
a  b>  }r  deal  with  them — T>av  them 
less  money,  in  other  words." 

The  Independent  lists  film  stars 
broadcasting  over  CBS  and  NBC 
over  the  period  of  a  month,  the  ros- 
ter approximating  60  who  performed 
either  as  regular  program  artists  or 
guested.  Excepted  are  radio  person- 
alities who  have  entered  pix. 

"Stars  anpearing  on  the  radio  are 
being  notified  directlv  that  exhibi- 
tors will  not  tolerate  a  condition 
which  is  inimical  to  their  own  wel- 
fare and  that  of  the  stars  as  well." 
the   Independent    savs   editorially. 

"Sensible  stars  will  heed  this  ad- 
vice. Those  who  will  not,  won't  be 
in  this  industry  verv  long  and  we 
shall  direct  our  efforts  toward  their 
hasty  removal  from  the  studio  nay- 
rolls — for  that  type  is  not  best 
suited  to  the  aims  of  this  business. 

"Remember — no   more   warnings." 


Madison  CaDita!  Times 

Plans  Fourth  "Ten  Best" 


Madison.  Wis. — For  the  fourth 
year.  Sterling  Sorensen,  movie  critic 
of  The  Capital  Times,  local  daily, 
will  conduct  a  poll  of  local  theater- 
goers to  determine  their  choice  of 
the  10  best  films  of  the  past  12 
months  based  upon  the  Flim  Daily 
poll.  The  local  poll  is  conducted 
with  the  co-operation  of  Madison 
exhibitors  with  prizes  going  to  those 
fans  whose  selections  most  closely 
correspond  with  the  Daily  list. 


Settling  Schreiber  Suit? 

Detroit — Suit  of  Jacob  Schreiber 
vs.  Raymond  Schreiber,  over  the 
ownership  of  the  five  Midwest  The- 
aters has  again  been  postponed  by 
the  Michigan  Circuit  Court.  Both 
sides  are  hopeful  of  reaching  a  set- 
tlement shortly. 


&mt 
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Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  10 

Edwin   H.   Walk 

NOVEMBER  11 

Roland  Young  Edwin    Knopf 

Pat  O'Brien  Raquel  Torres 

Dave  Weshner  Bruce  G.  Coleman 

Patricia  "Patsy"  Weiss 

NOVEMBER  12 
William  Collier,  Sr.  Murray  Roth 

Jack  Oakie  Cwen   Lee 
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▼  T  T 

•  •      •     IT  was  all  a  coincidence ......  but  yesterday  appeared  to 

be  Trailer  Day ......  for  during  the  morn  in  Republic's  projection  room 

......there  was  uncovered  "The  Covered  Trailer" the   new  and 

literal  "vehicle"  of  the  Higgins  Family. ....  .while  during  the  afternoon 

in    National   Screen    Service's    similar   sanctorum were    uncovered 

trailers   which   will   impart   Christmas   and   New   Year   greetings 

to  the  patrons  of  nearly  half  of  the  nation's  pix  theaters 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     SOON  to  be  marketed  to  exhibs these  NTS  trail- 
ers are  of  decided  excellence. . and  demonstrate  what  care  and 

ingenuity  can  accomplish  in  a  relatively  few  feet  of  celluloid 

That  they  will  build  good-will  between  patron  and  theater 

is  a  foregone  conclusion ......  There  are  "de  luxe"  and  "junior" 

versions  for  both  holidays. ....  .the  "de  luxe"  being  150  feet  in 

length. ....  .and  the  "junior"  75  feet. ..... 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     THIS  department  acknowledges  with  deep  gratitude 

the  Gift  from  the  Gods  of  UA ......  It's  a  six-sheet  on  linen ......  and 

"The  Housekeeper's  Daughter" ......  Hal  Roach's  grand  comedy 

which  will  comfortably  recline  in  the  near  future ......  upon  the  silver 

sheet  of  the  Roxy Monroe  Greenthal  avers  that  UA  is  using  the 

neatly  folded  six-sheets ......  some  hundred  of  them ......  to  make  m.p. 

editors   and  critics   on   the  leading  U.  S.   dailies Housekeeper's 

Daughter-minded ......  Here's  how  it's  done: ......  A  comely  gal  wag- 
gles into  the   newspaper  office ......  asks   for   the   pix   editor   or   critic 

......  and    sweetly    chirps ....  "Just    say    the    housekeeper's    daughter 

wants  to  see  him  (or  her,  as  the  case  may  be)" ......  The  quarry,  over- 
come with  curiousity,  commands  that  the  mysterious   gal  be   admitted 

and  she  is. — with  the  six-sheet ......  It's  deception,  alright 

but  hell, — so's  the  Notre  Dame  attack!. ..... 

▼  T  T 

•  0      •     A    salute! ..... .Bill    Chambliss,    metropolitan    news- 
paper contact  for  20th-Fox. ....  .has  been  promoted  to  the  grade  of 

Senior  Lieutenant  in  Uncle  Sam's  Naval  Aviation If  you've 

ever  wondered  of  a  week-end who  'twas  a-f lying  round  the 

local  countryside  and  seascapes  in  those  Navy  planes the 

probable   answer  is  Bill  and   his   squadron. ..  ..."Private   Pilots 

Handbook,"  technical  volume  on  flying  co-authored  by  Chambliss 

is  being  reprinted an  unusual  accolade  for  a  book  of 

this  type. ..... 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     SPEAKING  of  flying ......  the  title  of  Alex  Korda's  new  pix. 

"The  Lion  Has  Wings" ......  is  a  mite  confusing  to  the  profession 

sounding  as  though  M-G-M's   Leo  had   gone  aeronautical Just   to 

keep  the  record  straight ......  the  actual  13th  Anniversary  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  Paramount  Theater ......  arrives  on  Nov.  19. ....  .albeit  the 

Para,  boys  are  currently  celebrating  with  "Rulers  of  the  Sea"  as  the 
anniversary  attraction ......  Albert  Honegger,  distinguished  French-Swiss 

composer,  has  adapted  the  original  score  he  wrote  for  the  French  fea- 
ture. "Harvest" ......  for  concert  performance  this  winter 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     PROBABLY  to  make  the  idea  stick the  promo- 
tional forces  of  Motion  Picture  Associates,  Inc.. are  distribu- 
ting gum  around  the  town. ....  .Twin  Chiclets  nestle  in  a  small 

envelope  upon  which   is  imprinted  "Enjoy   These   Chiclets  and 
Don't  Forget  the  20th  Annual  Charity  Dinner,  Dance  and  Enter- 
tainment"  .The  affair  comes  off  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Satur- 
day night,  Nov.  25 ..... .  Herby  Steiner  and  his  Ork  will  be  the 

melody -makers 


WAR  WILL  NOT  ALTER 
KORDA'S  PROD.  PLANS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

here  with  UA  executives.  Korda  ex- 
plained that  he  had  not  stopped  his 
production  activities.  "The  Lion  Has 
Wings,"  which  previously  had  been 
described  as  a  propaganda  picture 
produced  for  the  British  Govern- 
ment, was  said  by  Korda  to  be  a 
regular  release  and  was  not  financed 
in  any  way  by  England.  He  brought 
over  a  print  of  the  picture,  which 
stars  Merle  Oberon,  his  wife,  and 
will  be  distributed  over  here  by  UA. 
He  denied  that  it  was  classed  as  a 
pronaeanda  picture. 

While  production  in  England  has 
fallen  off  considerably,  Korda  said 
that  Gabriel  Pascal  will  start  shoot- 
ing on  "Major  Barbara"  within  a 
fortnight.  Having  finished  his  own 
program,  Korda  has  no  immediate 
production  plans. 

Practically  all  theaters  in  England 
are  open  and  operating  and  business, 
he  said,  was  only  about  five  to  10 
per  cent  below  last  year  and  on  big 
pictures  patronage  was  holding  to 
normal. 

"The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  which 
completed  his  announced  program  for 
this  season,  is  now  being  cut  and 
will  be  ready  for  release  in  about  a 
month.  "The  Lion  Has  Wings"  was 
an  added  nicture  to  the  lineup. 

It  is  unlikely  that  Korda  will  carry 
out  his  plan  to  produce  in  Hollywood, 
the  war  having  changed  the  situa- 
tion. However,  he  expects  to  go  to 
Hollywood  to  see  his  bride,  perhaps 
flying  out  before  the  annual  stock- 
holders' meeting  on  Tuesday,  which 
supposedly  was  the  reason  for  the 
trip  to  the  U.  S.  However,  Korda 
said  he  would  have  come  over  even 
if  there  had  been  no  war  as  he  makes 
the  journey  about  this  time  every 
year. 


See  3  Weeks  for  "Drums" 

Total  attendance  for  "Drums 
Along  The  Mohawk"  in  its  first 
week  at  the  Roxy  was  over  130,- 
000,  it  was  reported  last  night.  Pic- 
ture will  probably  go  three  weeks, 
starting    its    second    week    today. 


«      «      « 


»      »      * 


Roberta  Arlidge,  Paramount's  mu- 
sic research  librarian,  and  Edward 
F.  Roosevelt,  director  of  foreign 
paritcipation  for  the  World's  Fair, 
are  to  be  married  tomorrow. 

Miss  Arlidge  will  be  the  guest  of 
honor  at  a  luncheon  at  Sardi's  to- 
day, tendered  by  a  group  of  asso- 
ciates includine  Aldyth  Reichenbach, 
Irene  Scott.  Helen  Strauss.  Gladys 
Bernstein,  Sally  Walton,  Lilian  and 
Pauline  Grossman,  Pat  Donahue, 
Helen  O'Connor,  Rebekah  Shuman, 
Eleanor  Lindeberg,  Sue  Brust,  Lu- 
cille Levy  and  Gertrude  Rosenstein. 


HOLLYWOOD 
TELEGRAM! 

"Two  sneak-previews  confirm 
advance  tip-off  to  the  trade 
that  M-G-M's  'ANOTHER 
THIN  MAN'  is  terrific!  Follow- 
ing sensational  preview  of 
'BALALAIKA'  the  Film  Colony 
is  buzzing  with  talk.  The  big 
news  here  is:  Watch  Leo — 
M-G-M  is  on  the  march!" 


UtLlO  LEO ! 
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SEE  DEGREE  REVIVING 
MEXICAN  PRODUCTION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  renewing  the  interest  of  financial 
interests  in  the  development  of  the 
film  industry,  and  to  bringing  need- 
ed new  blood  into  picture  production. 

The  war  in  Europe  is  also  regard- 
ed as  a  strong  factor  in  favor  of  the 
Mexican  industry,  which  may  strive 
to  gain  part  of  the  market  in 
Latin-America  heretofore  controlled 
by   French  exporters. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  pro- 
duction in  native  studios  has  slack- 
ened as  a  result  of  the  financial 
crisis  the  native  industry  is  going 
through  at  present.  Only  four  pic- 
tures were  made  within  the  last  10 
weeks. 

Producciones  Fenix,  A  en  P.,  a 
new  producing  group  recently  or- 
ganized, has  completed  work  on  its 
initial  venture,  "La  Locura  de  Don 
Juan"  (The  Madness  of  Don  Juan), 
directed  by  Gilberto  Martinez  So- 
lares  from  the  script  by  M.-A.  Gal- 
indo,  based  on  a  play  by  Carlos 
Arniches,  Spanish  playwright.  Leo- 
poldo  ("El  Chato")  Ortin  is  starred 
in  Fenix's  first  yarn,  with  Tomas 
Perrin,  Jr.,  Susana  Guizar,  and  Mig- 
uel Montemayor  topping  the  cast. 

Jose  Mojica,  former  star  of  20th 
Century-Fox  Spanish-language  films, 
is  being  starred  in  "La  Cancion  del 
Milargo"  (The  Miracle  Song),  an 
Agustin  Fink  production  which  Ro- 
lando Aguilar  is  megaphoning,  with 
Lupita  Gallardo,  Stella  Inda  and 
Carlos  Orellana  heading  the  cast  of 
supporting  players.  This  is  Jose 
Mojica's  second  Mexican-made  pix. 

Ramon  Pereda  has  readied  "Los 
Olvidados  de  Dios"  (Men  God  For- 
got) for  his  own  Producciones  Ra- 
mon Pereda,  with  himself  as  the  star 
and  Adriana  Lamar  and  Pedro  Ar- 
mendariz  in  the  top  supporting  roles. 

Last  week  camera  work  was  com- 
pleted on  "El  Hipnotizador"  (The 
Hypnotist)  by  Director  Antonio  Helu 
to  mark  the  first  venture  of  Salvador 
Elizondo,  general  manager  of  the 
Cinematografica  Latino  Americana, 
S.  A.  (CLASA)  film  factory,  as  a 
producer  on  his  own.  Miguel  Monte- 
mayor heads  th  cast,  which  includes 
Ramon  Vallarino,  Carmen  Hermo- 
sillo  and  Carlos  Lopez  Montezuma. 

Henry  Ginsberg  Resigns 

As  Selznick  Vice-Prexy. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tional,  effective  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Ginsberg  was  formerly  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  for  Hal 
Roach  studios.  Before  coming  to 
the  Coast  he  was  for  a  time  a  pro- 
ducer of  state  right  pictures. 


"SIiom?  Must  Go  On" 

Detroit — When  James  Olsen,  Clare  ex- 
hibitor, found  he  wasn't  going  to  get 
delivery  of  a  print  from  20th-Fox  on 
time  for  his  show,  he  hopped  in  his  air- 
plane, flew  down  to  Detroit,  and  went 
back  via  air  with  the  print.  Something 
new   in   film   delivery. 


Wurra,  Wurra 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Everything  happens  to 
Bob  Livingston,  Capitol  exhib.  Right 
in  the  midst  of  his  negotiations  for 
adjusted  film  rentals,  several  film  ped- 
dlers caught  him  driving  a  brand  new 
car,  and  two  days  later,  oil  was  dis- 
covered in  Southeastern  Nebraska,  and 
Livingston  was  publicized  as  having  a 
lease  on  160  acres  about  a  mile  from 
the   discovery   well. 


Organize    'One  Big  Union" 
in  Mexican  Film  Industry 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cato  Nacional  de  Trabajadores  Cine- 
matograficos,  Salvador  Carrillo  was 
elected  secretary  general,  and  Pedro 
Tellez  V.  was  designated  secretary 
of  labor.  Other  officers  of  the  exec- 
utive committee  were  picked  as  fol- 
lows: M.  Gutierrez,  organizing  sec- 
retary; Armando  Espinosa,  secre- 
tary of  statistics;  J.  Baeza,  finance 
secretary;  Salvador  Escoto,  secre- 
tary for  co-operatives;  Fiancisco  J. 
Marin,  secretary  of  legislation;  and 
Domingo  Uribe,  secretary  of  physi- 
cal education. 


Court  Denies  Crites'  Plea 

to  Reopen  Patent  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Radtke,  Leonard  Day,  Thomas  A. 
Martin,  and  Radtke  Patents  Corp., 
following  a  dismissal  of  the  suit  af- 
ter trial  on  July  6  by  Judge  Mor- 
timer W.  Byers.  Crites  claimed  that 
Judge  Byers  had  been  disqualified 
because  he  held  RCA  stock. 

Judge  Conger  ruled  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  waived  his  right  to  object 
during  the  trial.  Suit  involved  al- 
leged infringement  of  a  patent 
called  "Method  Of  and  Means  For 
Optically  Reproducing  Sound." 


End  Menace  of  16  mm  Films, 
Demands  ATO  of  Indiana 
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tion  as  "one  of  the  greatest  menaces 
to  the  theater  industry"  and  demands 
that  all  producing  companies  take 
immediate  steps  to  discontinue  the 
releasing  of  pictures  for  16  mm.  ex- 
hibition for  other  than  private  show- 
ings in  homes. 


Youth  Forum  to  Present 

Motion  Picture  Award 


Byrnes  MacDonald,  board  chair- 
man of  Youthbuilders,  Inc.,  and  as- 
sistant to  Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuardia, 
announced  yesterday  the  establish- 
ment of  Youth  Forum  Awards  to  be 
given  to  the  radio  program,  book, 
motion  picture  and  newspaper  article 
or  series,  which,  during  the  1939-40 
school  year,  do  the  most  to  encour- 
age children's  understanding  of  and 
pride  in  democratic  processes. 

The  school  children,  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Forum  Clubs  sponsored 
bv  Youthbuilders,  will  themselves 
select  all  items  for  award,  and  will 
make  the  presentations  to  winners, 
explaining  reasons  for  their  choices, 
at  Youthbuilders  annual  Spring  Lun- 
cheon. 
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Canadian  Admissions  and 

Receipts  Show  Increase 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

fifth  consecutive  year.  A  total  of 
137,976,052  persons  attended  pro- 
grams offered  by  theaters  of  1938 
compared  with  134,374,061  in  1937. 
Receipts  of  $33,635,052  showed  an 
increase  of  3.5  per  cent.  Amateur 
nights  increased  in  popularity  when 
126  theaters  held  1,552  such  stage 
performances  compared  with  1,104 
held  in  108  houses  in  1937. 

British  Columbia  maintained  the 
lead  in  per  capita  spending  for  film 
entertainment  with  an  average  of 
$4.81,  a  decline  of  one  per  cent  from 
1937.  For  the  whole  of  Canada  the 
per  capita  expenditure  was  $.30. 

Per  capita  expenditure  in  other 
provinces  with  1937  figures  in 
brackets :  Prince  Edward  Island  $1.20 
($1.20);  Nova  Scotia  $2.47  ($2.41); 
New  Brunswick  $1.95  ($1.86);  Que- 
bec $2d7  ($2.15);  Ontario  $4.07 
($3.90);  Manitoba  $3.20  ($3.07); 
Saskatchewan  $1.45  ($1.48);  and 
Alberta  $2.53   ($2.44). 


Reports  Italian  Breach 

to  End  "News"  to  Aboaf 
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manager   for    Paramount   in   Rome, 
who  arrived  in  New  York  yesterday 
on  the  Rex. 

Aboaf  said  as  far  as  he  knew  the 
situation  created  by  the  Italian  mo- 
nopoly decree  had  not  changed  and 
the  reports  that  the  market  would 
be  reopened  to  American  companies 
were   strictly  rumors. 

The  monopoly  had  not  been  in 
effect  but  a  few  hours,  he  said, 
when  rumors  began  circulating  to 
the  effect  that  negotiations  were 
on  for  its  repeal,  but  nothing  ever 
materialized,  he  added. 

When  told  that  there  were  well- 
founded  opinions  that  Italy  was  seek- 
ing to  revise  and  liberalize  the  ac- 
tivities of  ENIC  (monopolistic  film 
bureau),  Aboaf  said  if  that  were 
true,  he  was  glad  he  was  here  to  be 
close  to  the  situation  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  He  said  he  came 
over  on  private  business  and  would 
remain  about  three  weeks. 


Metro  Concessions  Held 

Unfeasible  in  Dominion 
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coupled  with  the  difference  in  money 
exchange  rate,  make  application  of 
the  concessions  in  the  Dominion  un- 
feasible. 

Stand  of  indie  exhibs.  here,  as 
recently  expressed  by  A.  J.  Mason, 
chairman  of  the  Nova  Scotia  Con- 
ciliation Board  and  former  prexy  of 
the  Allied  Exhibitors'  Association, 
is  that  since  the  Canadian  showmen 
buy  product  in  the  classification  es- 
tablished in  the  U.  S.,  they  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  cancellation  and 
other  privileges  offered  American 
exhibitors. 

No  plans  as  to  the  successor  to 
the  late  Walter  Hainer,  sales  mana- 
ger, have  been  made,  Nathanson 
•aid. 


PARA.  3RD  QUARTER    I 
NET  OF  $710,000 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

been  included  above  at  the  current 
rates  of  exchange.  In  the  case  of 
the  English  and  Canadian  subsid- 
iaries which  have  outstanding  debt 
payable  in  local  currencies  W  ex- 
cess of  the  net  current  assets  of 
such  subsidiaries,  the  provision  for 
the  decline  in  dollar  value  of  the  net 
current  assets  of  these  companies 
has  been  offset  against  the  amount 
of  outstanding  debt  payable. 

Earnings  for  the  quarter  ended 
Oct.  1,  1938,  were  $650,658  includ- 
ing $495,000  representing  Para- 
mount's  share  of  combined  undistrib- 
uted earnings  for  the  quarter  of 
partially  -  owned  non  -  consolidated 
subsidiaries,  and  $233,000  profit  on 
purchase  of  debentures  of  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.  For  the  nine 
months  ended  Oct.  1,  1938,  earnings 
were  $1,876,469  including  $1,660,- 
000  share  of  undistributed  earn- 
ings of  partially-owned  non-consoli- 
dated subsidiaries  and  $245,000  profit 
on  purchase  of  debentures. 

There  were  outstanding  as  of 
Sept.  30,  1939,  144.672  shares  of 
cumulative  convertible  $100  par 
value  6  per  cent  First  Preferred 
Stock,  and  555,071  shares  of  cumu- 
lative convertible  $10  par  value 
6  per  cent  Second  Preferred 
Stock.  After  deducting  $300,268  of 
dividends  accrued  for  the  quarter  cm 
these  preferred  shares,  the  remain- 
ing $409,732  of  estimated  combined 
consolidated  and  share  of  undistrib- 
uted earnings  for  the  quarter  repre- 
sent $.17  per  share  on  the  2,465.927 
shares  of  common  stock  outstanding 
at  Sept.  30,  1939,  which  compares 
with  $.14  per  share  for  the  quarter 
ended  Oct.  1,  1938.  Computed  on 
the  same  basis,  the  estimated  com- 
bined consolidated  and  share  of  un- 
distributed earnings  for  the  nine 
months  ended  September  30,  1939 
represent  $.79  per  share  on  such 
common  stock  outstanding,  which 
compares  with  $.40  per  share  for 
the  nine  months  ended  Oct.  1,  1938. 


Para.  Names  George  Fraser 
Foreign  Pub.-Advt.  Head 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

years,  was  formerly  assigned  to  the 
domestic   publicity   department. 

Title  assumed  by  Fraser  has  been 
borne  heretofore  by  Albert  Deane 
who  additionally  has  functioned  as 
the  foreign  department's  contact  with 
the  production  department.  Latter 
assignment  for  some  time  has  as- 
sumed increasing  importance,  it  is 
understood,  and  finally  resulted  in 
the  title  shift.  Actually,  it  was 
reported  last  night,  Deane's  status 
with  Paramount  is  unchanged. 


Shorts  at  11-12  P.M. 

Racine,  Wis. — The  Mainstreet  theater 
here  is  showing  one  hour  of  extra  short 
subjects  each  Saturday  night  from  11  to 
midnight. 
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j  ENTERTAINMENT  with  a  capital  $!  .  .  .  Radio's 
R    K    O  J     20,000,000-  listener  showman  surrounded  by  the 
i\r\UI  J         strongest  picture  cast  you  can  imagine  .  .  .  in  a  socko 
show  with  STORY,  SWING  and  SENSATION 


enough   to  stand  customers   in   line  from   early 
morning  to  late  at  night  I 
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DAILY 


K  REVIEWS  Of  THE  nEUJ  f ILIM  :< 


"Danger  Flight" 

with  John  Trent,  Milburn  Stone,  Marjorie 

Reynolds 
Monogram  63  Mins. 

"TAILSPIN  TOMMY"  PROGRAMMER 
W  '»  PLENTY  OF  FLYING  O.  K.  FOR 
Hk-^  AND  JUVE  TRADE. 

The  erstwhile  "Tailspin  Tommy"  of 
comic  strip  fame  returns  again  in  the  per- 
son of  John  Trent  in  this  new  Monogram 
release.  Picture  has  action,  plenty  of  fly- 
ing and  a  personable  cast.  The  nabe  trade 
and  particularly  the  kids  should  be  pleased 
with  the  picture.  Trent  and  his  support- 
ing cast  in  the  series  about  "Tailspin," 
which  includes  Milburn  Stone  as  "Skeeter," 
Marjorie  Reynolds  and  Jason  Robards,  is 
augmented  with  Tommie  Baker,  a  likeable 
young  actor,  Dennis  Moore  and  Julius  Tan- 
nen  in  this  one.  Story  concerns  the  or- 
ganization of  an  Air  Scout  patrol  among 
the  kids  by  Trent,  with  Baker,  his  special 
protege.  Trent  takes  an  assignment  to 
fly  a  payroll  to  a  lumber  camp  and  a  gang 
of  crooks,  including  Moore,  Baker's  older 
brother,  plan  to  hold  him  up.  Young  Baker 
is  lured  into  setting  a  trap  which  Trent 
falls  for,  and  they  are  both  held  prisoners 
by  the  gangsters  until  they  tip  off  the 
hiding  place  to  the  police  with  a  model 
plane  that  carries  a  smoke  signal.  All's 
well  that  ends  well,  and  the  gangsters 
get  their  just  deserts.  Model  plane  also 
serves  as  a  rescue  signal  when  Baker  locates 
Trent  after  a  crash. 

CAST:  John  Trent,  Marjorie  Reynolds, 
Milburn  Stone,  Jason  Robards,  Tommie 
Baker,  Dennis  Moore,  Julius  Tannen,  Edwin 
Parker,  Joe  Bernard,  Harry  Harvey,  Jr.,  Wal- 
ter Wills. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Paul  Malvern;  Direc- 
tor, Howard  Bretherton;  Screenplay,  Byron 
Morgan  and  E.  C.  Parsons;  Based  on  the 
comic  strip,  "Tailspin  Tommy";  Cameraman, 
Fred  Jackman,  Jr.;  Editor,  Edward  Schroed- 
er. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"That  They  May  Live' 

with  Victor  Francen 
Mayer  &  Burstyn  74  Mins. 

POWERFUL  INDICTMENT  AGAINST 
WAR  BRILLIANTLY  BROUGHT  TO  THE 
SCREEN. 

Made  over  a  year  ago  in  France  this 
picture  will  go  down  in  the  annals  of  film- 
dom  as  one  of  the  most  brutally  honest  and 
bitter  indictments  of  war  ever  produced. 
And  expert  craftsmanship  in  all  lines  stamps 
the  picture  as  one  of  the  finest  French  re- 
leases ever  to  be  seen  here.  Victor  Francen 
gives  a  brilliant  performance  as  the  sole 
veteran  of  a  patrol  sent  out  the  last  day 
of  the  World  War,  and  who  since  that  day 
has  spent  his  time  preaching  peace  to  ful- 
fill his  promise  to  his  dead  comrades  that 
he  would  never  allow  another  war  to  be 
fought.  Splendid  support  is  given  by  De- 
laitre,  Georges  Saillard,  Andre  Nox,  Marie 
Lou  and  other  fine  performers.  Abel  Gance, 
author  and  director  of  the  film,  conceived 
and  executed  his  story  in  superb  fashion, 
never  failing  at  any  time  to  drive  home 
the  horrors  of  war.  Were  there  no  war 
throughout  the  world  at  this  time,  it  is  pos- 
sible this  film  would  merely  have  been  a 
good  picture  with  good  theater,  but  under 
the  present  circumstances  the  film  is  a 
significant  document.  English  titles  have 
been  effectively  supplied  by  Pierre  Van 
Paassen  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  do 
not  understand  French. 

CAST:  Victor  Francen,  Jean  Max,  Marie 
Lou,  Renee  Devillers,  Delaitre,  Rollin,  Andre 
Nox,  Georges  Saillard,  Paul  Amior. 

CREDITS:  A  Forrester-Parent  Produc- 
tion; Directed  and  Written  by,  Abel  Gance. 
Presented  at  the  Filmarte  Theater  with 
French  dialogue  and   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Marseillaise" 

with    Pierre    Renoir,    Lise    Delamere,    Louis 

Jouvet 
World  Pictures  80  Mins. 

HANDSOME  PAGEANT  OF  EARLY  DAYS 
OF  FRENCH  REVOLUTION  IS  ENTER- 
TAINING SCREENFARE. 

Deftly  directed  by  Jean  Renoir,  this  study 
of  the  early  days  of  the  French  revolution 
is  highly  entertaining.  The  cast,  headed  by 
Pierre  Renoir  as  Louis  XVI  and  Lise  Dela- 
mere as  the  ill-fated  Marie  Antoinette,  is 
comprised  of  talented  players  throughout 
while  some  10,000  extras  perform  under 
Renoir's  guiding  hand.  Louis  Jouvet  is 
fine  as  the  representative  of  the  people 
and  Andrex,  Paul  Dullac  and  Ardisson  con- 
tribute outstanding  supporting  characteri- 
zations. The  story  graphically  tells  of  the 
march  of  the  soldiery  from  the  southern 
part  of  France  to  Paris,  the  overthrow  of 
the  government  and  the  bloody  conflict 
that  developed  when  Paris  was  stormed. 
The  sequences  showing  the  troops  on  the 
march   are  particularly  effective. 

CAST:  Pierre  Renoir,  Lise  Delamere, 
Louis  Jouvet,  Andrex,  Ardisson,  Paul  Dul- 
lac, Jean-Louis  Allibert,  Alex  Truchi,  Cas- 
tel,    Nadia    Sibirskala,   Jenny   Helia. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  directed  by 
Jean  Renoir.  Presented  at  the  Cameo 
Theater  with  French  dialogue  and  Eng- 
lish  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOJOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


S-l  STRIKE  GALLED 
OFF  PENDING  PARLEY 


Jury  Returns  Verdict 

of  $37,000  for  McCoy 

Tim  McCoy,  western  star,  yes- 
terday was  awarded  a  verdict  of 
$32,000  plus  $5,000  interest  against 
William  M.  Pizor,  president  of  Im- 
perial Pictures,  Inc.,  by  a  New  York 
Supreme  Court  jury.  The  trial, 
which  had  lasted  several  days,  was 
the  result  of  a  suit  in  which  McCoy 
had  claimed  breach  of  a  contract 
made  in  Feb.,  1926  in  which  he  was 
allegedly  hired  to  make  eight  west- 
erns at  $4,000  apiece  for  Pizor. 

McCoy  claimed  that  none  of  the 
pictures  were  ever  produced  and 
he  had  been  unable  to  secure  other 
employment  during  that  time.  Pizor 
unsuccessfully  contended  that  the 
contract  was  a  corporate  one  and 
was  not  made  by  him  as  an  indi- 
vidual. 


Two  States  Okay  "Harvest" 

"Harvest,"  distributed  by  the 
French  Cinema  Center,  has  been 
okayed  by  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  censors  without  a  deletion. 


"Bor  Borson  Jr." 

with  Toralf  Sando,  Edvard  Drablos,  Emmy 
Worm-Muller 
Ernst  Mattsson  92  Mins. 

FIRST  IMPORT  FROM  NORWAY  WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY  PLEASE  THE  SCANDI- 
NAVIAN   FANS. 

The  first  release  in  this  country  of  a 
Norwegian  film,  this  picture  should  get 
a  good  reception  from  Scandinavian  audi- 
ences. However,  picture  is  lengthy,  ac- 
cording to  U.  S.  standards,  and  the  lack 
of  English  titles  naturally  restricts  the 
audience  sphere.  Toralf  Sando  is  amusing 
in  the  title  role;  he  also  directs.  The 
supporting  cast  is  capable.  The  story  con- 
cerns Sando's  tribulations  in  becoming  a 
citizen  worthy  enough  to  marry  the 
squire's  daughter.  There  are  some  amusing 
comedy  situations. 

CAST:  Toralf  Sando,  Edvard  Drablos, 
Emmy  Worm-Muller,  Aasta  Voss,  J.  Hoist 
Jensen,  Kristian  Hefte,  Andreas  Aabel, 
Edel   Eriksen,   Mimmi   Kihle. 

CREDITS:  A.  S.  Filmproduksjon;  Direc- 
tor, Toralf  Sando.  Presented  at  the  48th 
St.  Theater  with  Norwegian  dialogue  and 
no   English   titles.  ^MA 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, O.  K. 


Argue  $1,000,000  Plagiarism 
Suit  Against  20th  Cent-Fox 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— A  suit  for  $1,000,000 
against  20th  Century-Fox,  alleging 
plagiarism  of  his  scenario  in  "The 
Road  to  Glory,"  filed  by  Robert 
Sheets  was  argued  here  yesterday 
before  Justice  James  W.  Morris  in 
the  Federal  District  Court. 

Sheets  alleges  that  his  scenario 
bore  the  same  title  as  the  picture, 
and  that  pages  of  dialogue  in  his 
scenario  were  almost  identical  with 
that  in  the  picture. 

Fulton  Brylawski  and  William 
Wolf,  counsel  for  20th-Fox,  admitted 
there  was  a  similarity  in  the  dia- 
logue, but  alleged  that  the  plaintiff 
wrote  his  scenario  after  seeing  the 
picture.  Sheets,  a  soldier  stationed 
at  Marshal  Field,  Calif.,  was  repre- 
sented by  H.  L.  McCormick  and  H. 
L.  Lohnes. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

international  representative  of  IA, 
Henry  Ginsberg,  S-I  vice-prexy,  and 
Pat  Casey,  labor  contact  for  the  pro- 
ducers. 

William  Bioff  of  the  IA  announced 
the  strike  had  been  called  because 
key  and  fiat  salaried  men  working 
at  S-I,  who  already  had  been  paid 
above  the  IA  scale,  had  not  received 
the  10  per  cent  wage  increase  grant- 
ed upon  Sept.  23  and  which  is  re- 
troactive to  Aug.  10.  Bioff  said  that 
some  producers  took  the  position 
that  the  raise  was  not  intended  to 
apply  to  key  and  flat  salaried  men 
being  paid  above  the  scale,  but  thai 
IA  takes  the  position  that  the  raise 
was  intended  to  benefit  every  mem- 
ber of  IA,  including  those  being  paid 
over  scale. 

Stickling  said  that  at  the  meeting 
next  week  the  entire  problem  of 
wage  revision  would  be  threshed  out 
in  round  table  discussion.  He  further 
declared  that  invitations  had  been 
sent  to  the  talent  guilds  to  attend 
the  meeting,  but  the  problem  would 
be  worked  out  whether  the  guilds 
choose  to  send  representatives  or 
not. 

"We  propose  to  find  out  whether 
these  economies  are  to  begin  with 
the  little  fellows  whose  average  an- 
nual income  is  $900  a  year  or  are 
to  begin  at  the  top  where  salaries 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars 
a  year  and  upward,"  Stickling  said. 


Mich.  Mutual  Sets  Deals 

for  18  Detroit  Theaters 


Chelle  Janis  Opens  Studio 

Chelle  Janis  has  resigned  from 
Translux  Newsreel  Theaters  to  or- 
ganize Film-Test  Picture  Co.  which 
today  opens  a  screen  test  studio  at 
714  Lexington  Ave. 

Moon  Scotches  Chi.  Rumor 

Detroit^-Raymond  E.  Moon,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Mutual  Theaters  of 
Michigan,  denied  reports  emanating 
from  New  York  that  he  would  head 
a  similar  booking  combine  of  Chi- 
cago exhibitors. 


Detroit— Mutual  Theaters  of  Mich- 
igan, booking  co-operative,  has 
closed  film  contracts  for  its  18  mem- 
ber houses  in  the  Detroit  city  terri- 
tory with  six  majors — Paramount, 
20th-Fox,  M-G-M,  United  Artists, 
Universal,  and  Columbia,  as  well  as 
with  Republic  and  Monogram, 
though  not  all  product  will,  of 
course,  be  used  in  all  houses. 

Contracts  were  signed  some  weeks 
ago  for  all  upstate  members,  who 
predominate  in  Mutual,  but  city 
deals  were  held  up  pending  the  set- 
tlement of  contracts  for  other  cir- 
cuits, including  the  large  group  of 
Co-operative  Theaters  members. 

Two  distributors,  Warner  and 
RKO,  with  which  Mutual  had  deals 
last  year  have  not  yet  been  signed, 
although  it  is  possible  they  may  be 
taken  on  later  for  some  houses. 


Gell  Heads  Transatlantic 

New  slate  of  officers  for  Transat- 
lantic Films  was  announced  yester- 
day with  Harry  J.  Gell,  former  20th- 
Fox  executive  in  Europe,  becoming- 
president.  Eugen  Sharin  remains 
as  treasurer  and  general  manager, 
with  Robert  Renys  taking  the  post 
of  secretary,  and  Gustav  Gavrin  is 
now  vice-president  in  charge  of  the 
foreign  department.  Company  has 
a  schedule  of  10  French  films  for 
release  this  season. 
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THEATER 

CHANGES 

Theater  Closings-Openings-New  Houses-Renovations-Ownership  Changes 

A  Nation-wide  Survey  oi  Theater  Conditions  Conducted  Exclusively  for  THE  FILM  DAILY  by 

Theater  Closings 

IDAHO 

Parma— Parma,  (10-20-39)  Own- 
er: Nate  Leigh  completely  destroy- 
ed by  fire. 

ILLINOIS 

Rantoul— New  Home,  (10-17-39) 
Owner:  A.  L.  Revert;  Remodeling. 

MICHIGAN 

Grand  Haven — Crescent,  (10-1- 
39)  Owner:  M.  Vandenberg;  Finan- 
ces. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Newton— State,  (10-24-39)  Owner: 
G.  G.  Mitchell;  Fire. 

TEXAS 

Wortham— Texan,  (10-1-39)  Own- 
er: Fields;  No  business,  too  much 
rent. 

WISCONSIN 

Watertown — Savoy,  October  1939; 
change  in  ownership. 


Theater  Openings 


ALABAMA 

Mobile — Roxy,  over  800  seats, 
(11-4-39)   Owner:  Alex  Gounaros. 

ARKANSAS 

Tuckerman — New,  250  seats,  (10- 
19-39) 

CALIFORNIA 

San  Diego — Coronet,  726  seats, 
(11-1-39). 

IDAHO 

Coeur  d'Alene — Liberty,  400  seats, 
(9-29-39)  Owner:  Dream  Theater 
Corp.;  House  Manager:  N.  E.  Huff; 
previously  closed  about  1  year  ago. 

MICHIGAN 

Flint— Garden,  950  sets,  (10-5-39) 
Owner:  Butterfield  Theaters;  prev- 
iously closed  416-39. 

MONTANA 

Bozeman— Rialto,  (10-1-39)  Own- 
er: Independent;  previously  closed 
6-15-39. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Philadelphia  —  Grant,  600  seats, 
(11-10-39)  Owner:  J.  Resnick;  House 
Manager:  Shuster;  previously 
closed  1938. 


WISCONSIN 

Green  Bay — Packer,  600  seats, 
(10-7-39)  Owner:  Standard  Theaters 
Co.;  House  Manager:  G.  Hannon; 
previously   closed    Sept.,    1939. 


New  Theater 
Openings 


ALABAMA 

Mobile— Roxy  (11-4-39);  over  800 
seats,  Five  Points;  Cost  $50,000; 
House  Manager:  Alex  Gounares. 

IDAHO 

Coeur  d'Alene — Roxy,  600  seats, 
(10-22-39)  4th  and  Front;  Builder: 
O.  C.  Paisley;  Architect:  O.  C.  Pais- 
ley; Cost:  $50,000;  House  Manager: 
Floyd  Bailey. 

MARYLAND 

Baltimore — Senator,  1,200  seats, 
(10-5-39)  5904-6  York  Rd.;  Builder: 
E.  Eyring  &  Sons  Co.;  Architect: 
Jno  J.  Zink;  House  Manager:  C.  M. 
Schlee. 

MONTANA 

Browning— Park,  308  seats,  (8- 
15-39)  Main  St.;  Builder:  Dave  Ye- 
gen;  Cost:  $25,000;  House  Manager: 
Stuart  Des  Rosia. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Albemarle— Roxy,  10-30-39;  House 
Manager:   C.  G.  Lowing. 

TEXAS 

Houston — Alabama,  1,200  seats; 
(10-31-39)  Shepard  Dr.  and  W.  Ala- 
bama; Builder:  Interstate;  Cost. 
$250,000;  House  Manager:  Ellis 
Ford. 

Teague— Plaza,  (10-19-39)  House 
Manager:    R.   B.   Weatherau. 


Theaters  Planned 


ILLINOIS 

Chicago — New;  95th  and  Cicero; 
Operator:  Modern  Theaters. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Camp  Hill— New,  800  seats,  31st 
and  Market  Sts.;  Builder:  W.  Allen 
Thomas  Realty  Co.;  Cost:  $75,000. 

OKLAHOMA 

Ardmore — Roxy,  360  seats,  121  E. 
Maine;  Operator:  Hurshllgillium. 


Renovations 
Planned 


St.  near  Olney  Rd.;  Builder:  W.  T. 
Gregory  Co.;  Architect:  B.  F.  Spie- 
gel; Cost:  $50,000;  Operator:  Lich- 
man  Theater  Corp.  To  be  completed 
11-30-39. 


IDAHO 

Paris — Novelty ;  Work  Planned : 
Remodeled,  redecorated  and  com- 
pletely rebuilt;  Owner:  Mrs.  M.  G. 
Price. 

ILLINOIS 

Rantoul — New  Home;  Work  Plan- 
ned: New  floor,  lobby  and  canopy; 
Owner:  A.  L.  Revert;  to  be  com- 
pleted 10-28-39. 

IOWA 

Webster  City — Isis;  Work  Plan- 
ned; Complete  renovation;  Owner: 
Pioneer  Circuit;  to  be  completed 
January  1940. 

Maquoketa — Pastime;  Work  Plan- 
ned: Building  to  be  lengthened,  and 
seating  capacity  increased;  Owner: 
Stewart  R.  Peake;  to  be  completed 
in  about  60  days. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Middletown — Elks;  Work  Planned: 
Remodel  theater  completely;  Owner: 
Harry  Chertcoff. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Kimball — Kimball;  Work  Planned: 
New  seats;  Owner:  Kermit  Gugan. 


Theaters  Under 
Construction 


IOWA 

Ossian — New;  Builder:  Paul  Swan- 
son;  to  be  completed  11-1-39. 

Marshalltown — Odeon,  1,100  seats; 
Builder:  C.  F.  Johnson;  Architect: 
Russell  J.  Prescott;  Cost:  $50,000; 
Operator:  Norwitz-Roskoff;  to  be 
completed  11-1-39. 

MISSOURI 

New  Haven — New  Haven,  300 
seats,  Front  St.;  Builder:  W.  Buc- 
holtz;  Architect:  Goodrich;  Cost: 
$10,000;  Operator:  W.  Buchholtz;  To 
be  completed  earlv  1940. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

New  Cumberland — New;  Bridge 
St.  near  4th;  Builder:  Paul  Brose; 
Cost:  $50,000;  Operator:  Frank 
Friestock. ' 

VIRGINIA 

Norfolk— New,  730  seats,   Church 


Change  in 
Ownership 


CALIFORNIA 

Fillmore — Fillmore,  transferred  to 
L.   Beard   &   A.   Minor   by  Edwards 
Circuit;   House  Manager:   L.   Beard. 
IOWA 

Cherokee — Rialto,  transferred  to 
G.  R.  Norman  by  Stanford,  Hux- 
ford  &  McCulla. 

Garner — Avery,  transferred  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gran  by  Vellume  Box 
Co.;   House  Manager:   Chas.  Marks. 

Ft.  Dodge — Dodge  (formerly  Po- 
kadot),  transferred  to  Ralph  Green 
by  F.  H.  Mahoney;  House  Man- 
ager: Ralph  Green. 

KENTUCKY 

Lexington  —  Opera  House,  trans- 
ferred to  Schine's  ASM  Co.  by  H. 
H.  Schwartz. 

MISSOURI 

Herman — Hermo,  transferred  to 
Mrs.  D.  E.  Williams  by  Common 
Wealth  Corp. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Middletown — Elks,  transferred  to 
Harry  Chertcoff  by  A.  N.  Palmer; 
House  Manager:  Douglas  Carpenter. 

Philadelphia  —  Grant,  transferred 
to  J.  Resnick  by  Cohen;  House  Man- 
ager:   Shuster. 

NEVADA 

Carson  City — Carson,  transferred 
to  George  Sanford  Jr.  by  Hull-Hagen 
Circuit:  House  Manager:  George 
Sanford,  Jr. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Saluda  —  Saluda,  transferred  to 
Mrs.  Herlong  and  Son  by  Albert 
Berelowitz. 

TEXAS 

Madisonville — Madison,  transfer- 
red to  Long  Theaters  Inc.  by  A.  L. 
Stoddard. 

WISCONSIN 

Greenwood — Parkway,  transferred 
to  Mrs.  E.  Kenyon  by  W.  A.  Potter; 
House    Manager:    L.    Kenyon. 

Kiel — Pastime,  transferred  to  Es- 
kin  Theaters  Inc.  by  E.  L.  Berth. 


Book  Night  In  Milwaukee 

Chicago — Consolidated  Book  Pub- 
lishers have  closed  with  12  Milwau- 
kee theaters  to  introduce  Book 
Night  via  the  Standard  American 
Encyclopedia.  Heavy  newspaper  ad- 
vertising is  backing  the  campaign 
in  the  Wisconsin  territory. 


Ohio  Co-op  Sets  Deals 

Cleveland — Milton  A.  Mooney  of 
Cooperative  Theaters  of  Ohio  an- 
nounces that  he  has  closed  deals 
with  Twentieth-Century-Fox,  Metro 
and  Universal  for  product  for  his 
clients.  - 


Tenn.  Biz  Trend  Upward 

Atlanta,  Ga.— J.  U.  McCormick, 
owner  and  operator  of  Amity  Film 
Exchange,  Atlanta,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  through  Tennessee  and 
reports  business  in  that  section  is 
on  the  uptrend. '. 


4  New  Shorts  Series  for  WB 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Among  the  short  sub- 
ject series  planned  by  Warner  Bros, 
for  the  1940-41  season  are  Racket 
Busters,  Penrod,  Musical  Westerns 
and  Historical  Featurets. 


Friday,  November  10,  1939 


DULY 


11 


VIRGINIA  MPTO  WILL 
CONVENE  ON  JAN,  18 


Richmond,  Va. — Board  of  directors 
of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia,  meeting 
here,  set  Mid-Winter  Convention  for 
the  John  Marshall  Hotel  Jan.  18. 
F  >>wing  members  were  named  to 
t'L— -Convention  committee:  A.  Frank 
O'Brien,  chairman;  Ellison  Loth, 
Hunter  Perry,  Herman  Rubin,  Allen 
Sparrow  and  Harold  Wood. 

The  association,  by  directors'  vote, 
went  on  record  as  approving  the 
adoption  of  uniform  building  code 
for  the  State. 

Charles  A.  Somma  was  again 
named  chairman  of  the  legislative 
committee  to  function  at  the  com- 
ing General  Assembly  in  January. 
Members  named  to  work  with  Som- 
ma, Morton  G.  Thalhimer,  vice-chair- 
man, and  Colonel  Robert  T.  Barton, 
counsel,  include:  Nat  Glasser,  Her- 
man Rubin,  A.  Frank  O'Brien,  Al- 
len Sparrow,  R.  C.  Overbey,  Hunter 
Perry,  Benjamin  T.  Pitts,  Elmore 
Heins,  Sam  Bendheim,  Jr.,  Harold 
Wood,  Rives  S.  Brown,  J.  Ellison 
Loth,  Sydney  Gates,  Charles  Roth, 
Julian  Brylawski,  C.  C.  Lincoln  and 
C.  L.  Abercrombie. 

Attending  the  board  meeting  were: 
W.  F.  Crockett,  president;  Benjamin 
T.  Pitts,  vice-president;  Harold 
Wood,  secretary;  Sam  Bendheim,  Jr., 
treasurer;  William  Rippard,  Morton 
G.  Thalhimer,  Allen  Sparrow, 
Charles  A.  Somma,  J.  Frank  Falls, 
Julian  Brylawski,  A.  Frank  O'Brien, 
Ellison  Loth  and  Colonel  Barton. 


Omaha  Jump  in  First-Runs 
to  Six  Follows  Two  Suits 


Omaha — First-run  situations  here 
jump  from  four  to  six  houses  this 
week-end  as  Tri-States  opens  the 
Paramount,  3,000-seater,  and  Ralph 
D.  Goldberg  opens  the  State,  1,000- 
seater.    Both  ai'e  downtown. 

General  unshuttering  of  theaters 
is  not  due  to  any  extra  biz  but  rather 
as  followups  on  two  suits  filed  in 
Federal  District  Court  here.  Gold- 
berg filed  an  anti-trust  suit  against 
the  first-run  circuits  and  eight  film 
companies  after  Tri-States  asked 
the  court  in  an  earlier  suit  to  keep 
Goldberg  from  opening  the  State, 
now  dark  for  many  years. 

Tri-States  has  the  Orpheum  and 
Omaha,  the  latter  leased  from  the 
World  Realty  Co.,  in  which  Gold- 
berg is  interested  and  which  also 
has  a  99-year  lease  on  the  State. 
Mort  H.  Singer,  also  named  in  the 
anti-trust  suit,  has  the  Brandeis,  and 
Goldberg  also  has  the  Town,  semi- 
first-run  house. 

State  will  have  double  features, 
the  "State  Hour"  which  features 
news,  shorts  and  comics,  and  a  can- 
ned food  premium  to  all  adult  pa- 
trons. House  will  get  35-cent  top 
with  25-cent  matinee  and  opens 
tomorrow. 

Paramount  will  have  flesh-film  for 
opening  week  at  a  55-cent  top. 
Where  it  goes  from  there  has  not 
been  announced. 


*    <  BOOK  REVIEWS    <  * 

THE   RISE   OF   THE   AMERICAN   the  old  principles,  presenting  them 


FILM.  By  Lewis  Jacobs.  585  pages. 
Price  $4.50.  Published  by  Harcourt, 
Brace  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Because  of  its  critical  interpreta- 
tion of  motion  pictures,  their  rise 
and  development,  told  with  sympa- 
thetic insight  into  the  many  difficult 
problems  involved,  this  is  an  indis- 
pensable volume  for  the  library  of 
any  student  of  the  films.  It  is  com- 
prehensive in  its  history  of  motion 
pictures,  told  in  a  lucid  and  engaging 
fashion,  critical  in  its  attack  on  the 
subject,  and  scholarly  in  its  general 
treatment. 

The  volume  is  copiously  illustrated 
with  scenes  from  the  films  of  the 
past  and  present,  contains  a  compre- 
hensive bibliography,  a  picture  in- 
dex and  a  general  index.  Physically, 
it  is  an  excellent  example  of  the 
printing  art. 

The  author  has  delved  deeply  into 
books  on  this  subject,  into  film  trade 
journal  and  newspaper  and  mag- 
azine articles,  and  evidently  viewed  a 
great  quantity  of  motion  pictures. 
Preface  to  the  book  was  written  by 
Iris  Barry  of  the  Modern  Museum 
of  Motion  Picture  Art. 

Chapters  in  the  book  are  devoted 
to  a  number  of  outstanding  per- 
sonalities in  films,  notably  Edwin  S. 
Porter  who  developed  the  film  edit- 
ing principle;  David  Wark  Griffith 
(three  chapters  in  various  parts  of 
the  volume),  his  discoveries  in  film 
technique,  his  two  masterpieces  of 
production  and  direction,  "The  Birth 
of  a  Nation"  and  "Intolerance,"  and 
the  final  chapter  on  his  decline. 
Charlie  Chaplin  is  accorded  a  critical 
and  interpretative  chapter  to  him- 
self, as  also  is  Walt  Disney. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  book  are 
chapters  of  unusual  timely  inter- 
est, such  as  "Refinements  in  Tech- 
nique," 'Contemporary  Directors," 
and  "Significant  Contemporary  Film 
Content."  The  latter  chapter,  the 
last  in  the  volume,  traces  the  films' 
growing  awareness  of  social,  labor 
and  psychological  problems  and  the 
attempts,  more  or  less  unbiased  and 
successful,  to  treat  them  cinemat- 
ically,  and  to  treat  them  critically 
and  yet  keep  the  result  in  the  art 
form  to  which  the  best  films  have 
progressed  from  their  beginnings  in 
mere  action  for  its  own  sake.  A 
uniquely  valuable  book. — L.  H.  M. 


STEP  OUT  AND  SELL.  By  William 
E.  Holler.  Published  by  the  Dartnell 
Corp.    94  pages.    Price  $1.50. 

William  E.  Holler,  author  of  this 
book  of  practical  advice  to  salesmen, 
is  the  general  sales  manager  of  the 
Chevrolet  Motor  Division  of  Gen- 
eral Motors  with  a  record  of  having- 
sold  over  $4,700,000,000  worth  of 
automobiles  in  the  past  10  years.  Ad- 
vice from  such  a  man  is  "straight 
from  the  horse's  mouth."  It  is  the 
summing  up  of  his  long  experience 
in  salesmanship,  gained  through 
selling  and  in  training  his  salesmen 
in  how  to  sell.  The  author  does  not 
pretend  to  have  discovered  anything 
new  about  the  art  of  salesmanship, 
but   he    does   clarify   and    humanize 


in  a  vigorous  "go  forth  and  do  like- 
wise" manner  that  will  pep  up  the 
most  discouraged  salesman  who  is 
willing  "to  step  out  and  sell." 

The  title  of  the  volume  is  the  key- 
note of  the  author's  philosophy  of 
salesmanship,  supplemented  by  the 
immediately  following  injunction: 
"Don't  sit  around  and  wait."  He 
stresses  the  fact  that  salesmen 
should  not  only  know  people  but  like 
them,  never  cease  to  study  them.  To 
overcome  sales  resistance  (the  pos- 
sible purchaser's  objections)  he  ad- 
vises the  "Yes-but"  procedure — pre- 
senting the  advantages  most  likely 
to  overcome  the  objections.  In  sell- 
ing to  others  the  salesman  sells  him- 
self into  a  bigger  job.  For  any  busi- 
ness, he  concludes,  "there  can  be 
but  one  course — sell  to  survive!" 

While  himself  a  salesman  of  motor 
cars,  his  practical  advice  is  appli- 
cable to  any  other  product — to  tin 
cans  or  motion  pictures.  The  book 
is  written  with  the  logic,  the  verve 
and  the  geniality  of  a  man  who  be- 
lieves in  the  worthwhileness  of  his 
calling  and  who  likes  the  men  and 
women  to  whom  he  wants  to  sell. — 
L.  H.  M. 


Blasts  Wreck  Lodi  Plant 

Lodi,  N.  J. — Explosions  of  an  un- 
determined origin  yesterday  wrecked 
the  Lodi  Chemical  Plant.  Factory 
reclaimed   silver  from  films. 


HENKEL  CHARGES  PLOT 
N  SMPFE  SUSPENSION 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Charles  V.  Henkel, 
suspended  member  of  Society  of  Mo- 
tion Picture  Film  Editors,  has  filed 
suit  in  Superior  Court  against  that 
organization  for  $126,900  on  grounds 
that  he  was  illegally  suspended  from 
SMPFE. 

Henkel's  complaint  alleges  that 
his  suspension  is  all  part  of  a  scheme 
on  part  of  major  producers  to  mon- 
opolize production  and  exhibition  in 
California  by  forcing  independents 
out  of  business.  He  asserts  his  sus- 
pension followed  his  refusal  to  tes- 
tify to  alleged  fake  criminal  charges 
to  be  brought  against  Colony  Pic- 
tures  Corp.,  independent   outfit. 

Complaint  states  that  Henkel  was 
promised  a  steady  editing  job  on  a 
major  lot  if  testimony  was  forth- 
coming, but  if  he  refused,  his  mem- 
bership would  be  taken  away. 

By-laws  were  violated,  Henkel 
claims,  when  SMPFE  suspended  him 
on  the  asserted  fake  charge  that  he 
had  accepted  less  than  the  minimum 
pay  for  editing  a  picture  for  Colony. 
He  states  he  was  given  no  chance  to 
to  defend  himself  against  charge  as 
was   his   right  under  Article   XV. 


"Drums"  In  Chi.  Nov.  24 

Chicago — "Drums  Along  The  Mo- 
hawk" will  open  at  the  Chicago  the- 
ater on   Nov.  24. 


Times  HS 

mnnv  customers 

RS   EUER    BEFORE 


•  The  industry  responded  to  our  new  single- 
coated  and  16  mm  processes  and  other  exclu- 
sive advantages  of  CINECOLOR  with  the 
greatest  rush  of  business  we  have  ever  had. 

SIX  TIMES  AS  MANY  CUSTOMERS  as 
ever  before  are  now  making  pictures  for  proc- 
essing by  CINECOLOR. 

This  record  list  of  NEW  customers  and  sat- 
isfied OLD  customers  proves  that  today's  trend 
is  not  only  to  color  but  to 

C/ N  ECO  LOR 
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THEATERS 

•     CARPETING 

•     COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

•     PROJECTION 


EQUIP 


FRISCO  AREA  EXHIBS. 
IMPROVING  THEATERS 


San  Francisco — Expressing  a  feel- 
ing of  confidence  and  optimism, 
Northern  California  theater  owners 
and  execs,  are  spending  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  building 
and  refurnishing  operations. 

Latest  to  reopen  here  is  the  re- 
modeled Tivoli  Theater,  a  landmark 
in  San  Francisco's  theatrical  history. 

In  the  Oakland-East  Bay  area, 
three  houses  bowed  in  in  30  days. 
First  was  the  Golden  State  Theater 
Circuit's  Granada  Theater,  erected 
on  the  site  of  the  house  destroyed 
by  fire.  Next  was  the  new  FWC 
Tower  Theater  on  Telegraph  Ave. 
In  downtown  Oakland  the  old  Roose- 
velt Theater,  after  a  $50,000  mod- 
ernization program,  reopened  as  the 
Downtown  Theater.  New  owners  of 
this  house  are  M.  Michel  and  R.  T. 
LaMarre. 

In  Sacramento,  the  Blumenfeld 
Theaters,  Inc.,  is  constructing  a 
new  modernistic  building  at  a  cost 
of  $57,000,  to  be  ready  early  in  1940. 
It  will  have  a  seatin-  capacity  of 
1,200. 

In  Santa  Rosa,  the  new  $160,000 
Tower  Theater  opened  under  the 
management  of  Walter  Kofeldt.  This 
theater  is  the  first  of  a  chain  of  six 
new  ones  being  constructed  and 
opened  by  Intercoast  Amusements, 
Inc.,  of  Los  Angeles. 

The  Tower  is  of  modern  stream- 
lined construction,  with  seating  ca- 
pacity of  1,000.  House  is  wired  for 
television  in  preparation  for  future 
developments  in  this  field. 


Guercio-Barthel  Moving 

Chicago  —  Guercio  and  Barthel 
Co.,  theater  supply  distributors,  is 
moving  to  new  quarters  at  1341 
S.  Wabash  Ave.  This  brings  all  the 
leading  theater  supply  companies  to 
the  new  Film  Row,  on  S.  Wabash 
Ave. 


Handling  Burch  Poppers 

Detroit — J.  S.  Nelson  has  taken 
over  the  eastern  Michigan  and  west- 
ern Ohio  territory  for  Burch  Manu- 
facturing Co.  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
popcorn  machine  manufacturers. 
Headquarters  have  been  established 
at  8627  Dumbarton  Road. 


$75,000  House  Planned 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Plans  for  a  $75,- 
000  theater  to  be  erected  at  Camp 
Hill  have  been  announced  by  the  W. 
Allen  Thomas  Realtv  Co.,  which  owns 
the  site  of  the  proposed  building. 
The  house  will  seat  approximately 
800  people. 


Vermtlye  Medal  for 
lohns-Manville  Head 

Philadelphia  —  The  Franklin  Institute 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  will  make 
its  first  award  of  the  Vermilye  Medal 
"in  recognition  of  outstanding  contribu- 
tion in  the  field  of  industrial  manage- 
ment," to  Lewis  H.  Brown,  president  of 
the  Johns-Manvilie  Corp.,  next  Tuesday. 
Brown  will  receive  the  medal  for  "his 
brilliant  work  in  executive  management, 
in   industry." 


Theater  Front  Remodelling 

In  Progress  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Important  front  remod- 
eling work  is  in  progress  locally, 
Long  Sign  Co.  reported  this  week. 
The  Punch  and  Judy  in  Grosse 
Pointe  has  a  new  stainless  steel 
marquee  and  soffitt,  and  an  addi- 
tional block  of  stores  has  been  erect- 
ed to  adjoin  the  theater  structure. 
Interior  remodeling  including  new 
seating  is  also  being  completed.  C. 
Howard  Crane  is  the  architect. 

Fred  DeLodder,  circuit  operator, 
has  purchased  the  building  of  the 
Your  Theater,  which  he  has  oper- 
ated for  years,  and  is  remodeling 
front  and  interior,  with  a  new  mar- 
quee with  porcelain  enamel  front, 
new  poster  frames,  and  general  in- 
terior redecorating.  Long  had  the 
sign  contract. 


Kroeschell  Installations 

Chicago — Robert  Kroeschell,  air- 
conditioning  engineer,  reports  the 
installation  of  two  25  hp.  units  in 
the  new  Telenews  Theater,  now  be- 
ing completed  at  State  and  Randolph 
Sts.  The  Liberty  Theater  of  the 
Essanee  circuit  has  just  installed  a 
40  hp.  unit.  Kroeschell  also  reports 
the  Great  States  circuit  has  com- 
pleted the  air-conditioning  equip- 
ment jobs  in  eight  of  its  theaters. 
Balaban  &  Katz  circuit  installed  a 
large  unit  in  its  State  Lake  Theater. 


WMT  Renews  RCA  Pact 

Western  Massachusetts  Theaters, 
Inc.,  operator  of  seventeen  houses 
in  New  England,  has  contracted  for 
RCA  service  for  the  third  consecu- 
tive year,  according  to  W.  L.  Jones, 
RCA  national  service  manager.  Na- 
than E.  Goldstein,  President  of  the 
circuit,  inked  the  renewal  contract 
with  John  Mauran,  service  manager 
at  RCA's  Boston  office. 


Names  Hartman  Agency 

Chicago  —  Hammond  Instrument 
Co.  has  appointed  the  George  H. 
Hartman  Ad-Agency  to  handle  its 
advertising  campaign  for  the  Ham- 
mond electric  organ,  which  will  soon 
get  under  way. 


Air  Conditioning  Growth 
Seen  "Gradual,  Healthy" 

Bethlehem  Pa. — Speaking  before 
the  Eastern  Air  Conditioning  Con- 
ference at  Lehigh  University  here 
yesterday,  A.  R.  Stevenson,  Jr.,  of 
the  General  Electric  Co.,  asserted 
that  it  is  correct  to  visualize  a  tre- 
mendous growth  in  air  conditioning, 
"but  it  will  be  a  more  gradual, 
healthy  development  than  is  some- 
times anticipated,"  adding  that  "we 
can't  go  out  tomorrow  and  multiply 
the  total  air  conditioning  business 
by  10,  any  more  than  it  was  done 
or  cculd  be  done  in  any  of  the  great 
industries." 

Explaining  the  increasing  demand 
for  air  conditioning,  Stevenson  drew 
a  parallel  with  the  recent  growth  of 
electricity  in  the  home,  reminding 
the  conference  that  it  was  26  years 
after  the  birth  of  the  electrical  in- 
dustry before  household  use  of  elec- 
tricity reached  one  billion  kilowatt- 
hours  per  year. 

The  conference  took  cognizance 
of  the  great  strides  in  film  theater 
air  conditioning,  which  is  looked 
upon  as  an  effective  missionary  in 
making  the  public  and  industry  at 
large  alert  to  the  advantages  of  in- 
door comfort. 


Double  Bills  Make  New 

Marquee  Sign  Necessary 

Detroit — United  Detroit  Theaters 
is  installing  new  marquee  and  sign, 
and  making  general  interior  altera- 
tions at  the  Cinderella  Theater.  Move 
is  primarily  to  increase  size  of  space 
for  signs.  Coming  of  double  bills 
is  felt  to  handicap  marquee  signs, 
and  leave  inadequate  space  for 
names  of  films  and  stars,  and  sign 
reconstruction  is  apparent  solution 
here. 


Two  Pa.  Houses  Reopen 

Pittsburgh  —  The  remodeling  and 
enlarging  of  theaters  in  this  terri- 
tory continues  at  a  brisk  pace.  The 
latest  to  reopen  after  extensive  al- 
terations, installation  of  new  fix- 
tures and  sound  equipment,  is  the 
Arcade  Theater  in  this  city,  oper- 
ated by  H.  Finkel  and  the  Carson 
Amusement  Co.  The  Opera  House, 
Waynesburg,  owned  and  operated  by 
Larry  Puglia,  also  reopened  yester- 
day. 


Start  New  Sparks  House 

Winter  Park,  Fla. — Work  has  been 
started  on  the  new  $40,000  Colony 
Theater  here  by  Sparks  Theaters, 
Inc.  It  will  seat  800.  Architect  is 
Roy  A.  Benjamin,  of  Jacksonville; 
general  contractor,  S.  S.  Jacobs, 
Jacksonville.  Opening  date  has  been 
set  at  Feb.  1. 


THE  SAGA  $F 

Rise  and  Romance  o 

By  E.  C 
Manager  Photophone  Division, 

{EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  of 
a  series  of  articles  specially  prepared  for  THE 
FILM  DAILY  and  tracing  the  vital  part 
played  by  RCA  Photophone  in  the  modern  his- 
tory of  filmland, — the  Era  of  Sound.) 

FIFTY  years  ago,  when  motion  pic- 
tures had  their  beginning,  sound 
pictures  were  yet  to  become  a  dream 
of  the  future. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  plenty  of 
sound  accompanied  the  motion  pic- 
ture: the  tinpanny  background  of  a 
moody  piano,  the  cheering,  booing 
and  hissing  noises  of  an  energetic 
audience  as  the  pictured  story  un- 
ravelled itself  on  the  screen  before 
them,  and  much  paper  rattling,  pea- 
nut crackling,  and  reading  aloud. 

Just  a  little  more  than  a  decade 
ago,  a  husky  infant  reared  its  head 
in  the  motion  picture  industry.  That 
was  a  precocious  child.  It  grew  by 
leaps  and  bounds — associated  itself 
with  microphones,  sound  stages, 
sound  tracks,  soundheads,  actually 
reconstructed  the  entire  motion  pic- 
ture industry — until  finally,  even  the 
hardest  -  boiled  skeptics  became 
SOUND  conscious. 

Photophone,  a  baby  10  years  ago, 
has  matured  rapidly  into  an  organ- 
ization of  top-ranking  importance. 
Its  parent,  Radio  Corporation  of 
America,  was  a  famous  company 
long  before  RCA  Photophone  first 
saw  the  light  of  day;  famous  in 
every  field  of  sound;  and  today, 
"RCA"  and  "sound"  are  synonym- 
ous. 

*       *       *       * 

IT  WAS  a  logical  step,  therefore, 
for  RCA  to  branch  out  into  the 
field  of  sound  motion  picture  re- 
cording and  reproduction.  Its  en- 
gineers, already  equipped  with  vast 
experience  in  the  phonograph,  radio 
and  communications  arts,  set  about 
developing  a  method  of  recording 
and  reproducing  sound-on-film, 
which  they  believed,  and  have 
proved,  far  superior  to  the  original 
sound-on-disc  method. 

There  was  a  large  assortment  of 
sound  reproducing  apparatus  in  the- 
aters by  1930,  due  to  the  over- 
whelming demand  upon  the  leading 
manufacturers,  and  the  impatience 
of  exhibitors  all  over  the  country  to 
"get  on   the  bandwagon."      These 
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STUDIOS 

•     FURNISHINGS 
•     SCREENS 
•     SOUND  SYSTEMS 


'KOTOPHONE 

ie  Articulate  Screen 

\hill 

ZA  Mfg.  Co.,  Inc.,  Camden,  N.  J. 

first  sound  reproducing  equipments 
were  operated  from  motor  genera- 
tors or  batteries,  which  were  often 
a  continual  source  of  trouble.  Al- 
most constant  attention  was  re- 
quired, and  the  number  of  emerg- 
ency service  calls  received  daily  be- 
came alarming. 

Then,  when  a  solution  to  this  sit- 
uation seemed  almost  beyond  hope, 
RCA  Photophone  engineers  de- 
veloped the  all  AC-operated  equip- 
ment, abolishing  forever  the  trou- 
blesome motor  generator  and  battery 
and  insuring  smoother  functioning. 


New  Chicago  Quarters 

For  Royal  Metal  Mfg.  Co. 

Chicago — On  Dec.  26,  the  Royal 
Metal  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  Royal- 
chrome  and  other  metal  furniture 
extensively  utilized  by  film  theaters, 
moves  from  its  present  location, 
1138  S.  Michigan  Ave.  to  its  new 
main  offices  and  showroom  at  175 
N.  Michigan  Ave. 

This  new  location  is  a  seven-story 
Gothic  building  recently  purchased  by 
the  company  which  will  remodel  the 
main  and  one  other  floor  into  show- 
rooms, while  two  additional  floors 
will  be  employed  as  executive  of- 
fices. Plans  are  being  made  to  lease 
the  remaining  floors  to  firms  of  the 
institutional  field  in  allied  lines. 

Company  was  founded  here  in 
1897.  Its  factories  are  in  Michigan 
City,  Los  Angeles,  Toronto  and  New 
York,  with  showrooms  in  numerous 
other  cities. 


ALL  efforts  were  not,  however, 
centered  entirely  on  reproduc- 
ing problems.  Recording  engineers, 
too,  were  busy  dissecting  apparatus 
and  sifting  ideas  to  perfect  sound- 
on-film  recording.  "Wows"  were 
getting  into  their  super-sensitive 
ears  and  in  their  hair.  There  was 
trouble  with  background  noises  in 
recordings.  Something  had  to  be 
done.  Good  reproducers  only  served 
to  better  reproduce  such  noise.  The 
major  difficulty  here  was  to  develop 
apparatus  capable  of  maintaining 
constant  speed  of  the  film  past  the 
scanning  light  beam,  thus  eliminat- 
ing the  objectionable  flutter,  or 
"wow"  as  it  was  more  intimately 
known. 

After  many  months  of  intensive 
research,  and  much  burning  of  the 
midnight  oil,  RCA's  scientific  minds 
created  just  such  a  machine,  and 
called  it  the  "magnetic  drive  record- 
er." With  that,  not  unlike  the 
bothersome  appendix  skillfully  re- 
moved by  the  surgeon,  the  main 
source  of  recording  difficulties  was 
removed. 

It  was  a  vicious  circle.  Record- 
ings were  now  superior  to  any  here- 
tofore made,  but  the  original  repro- 
ducers installed  in  theaters  through- 
out the  country  were  inadequate 
and  incapable  of  doing  justice  to 
such  fine  recordings.  The  public, 
becoming  more  and  more  critical, 
unjustly  blamed  the  producer  for 
a  poor  product,  while  the  real  trou- 
ble was  due  to  inferior  theater  re- 
producing installations. 


10%  Wage  Jump,  40-Hr.  Wk. 
For  York  Plant  Employes 

York,  Pa. — J.  H.  Vogel,  recently 
appointed  general  works  manager 
of  the  York  Ice  Machinery  Corp.,  has 
announced  a  10  per  cent  increase  in 
the  hourly  wage  rate  and  a  40-hour 
week  for  factory  employes  in  the 
corporation's  manufacturing  plants 
at  York,  Pa.,  as  a  result  of  an  agree- 
ment signed  jointly  by  the  manage- 
ment and  factory  employe  repre- 
sentatives. 


Install  ARC  Plant 

Detroit — The  new  Van  Dyke  The- 
ater being  constructed  in  northeast 
Detroit  is  now  being  equipped  with 
an  American  Refrigeration  Co.  heat- 
ing and  ventilating  system  with  pro- 
vision being  made  for  later  install- 
ing a  cooling  and  air-conditioning 
system  for  Summer.  The  system  has 
a  fan  capacity  of  approximately  17,- 
000  cubic  air  per  minute,  according 
to  Hugh  Lenane,  of  American  Re- 
frigeration Co. 


Sign  for  Ideal  Chairs 

Detroit — Contract  for  1,490  new 
Ideal  full-upholstered  chairs  has 
been  signed  by  George  Flucksa  and 
William  Stoica  with  McArthur  The- 
ater Equipment  Co.,  for  their  rebuilt 
Cameo  Theater.  Contractors  are 
starting  razing  one  wall  of  the  pres- 
ent house,  which  will  be  "turned 
around,"  with  the  present  auditorium 
serving  as  the  future  stage. 


War  Fails  to  Halt 

Ontario  Expansion 

Toronto  —  War-time  conditions  have 
not  stopped  theater  expansion  in  Ontario. 
Two  houses  will  open  in  late  November. 
They  are  the  new,  500-seat  Century  The- 
ater in  Trenton,  which  will  be  the  new- 
est link  in  the  20th  Century  The- 
ater chain,  and  Broadway  Theater  in 
Haileybury,  which  is  being  rebuilt  and 
reopened  by  Dave  Korman,  who  operates 
the  Palace  in  Englehart.  The  new  800- 
seat  Hanson  Theater  Corp.  theater  in 
Orillia,   has   just  opened   for  business. 


St.  Petersburg  to  Get 

First  House  in  13  Years 


Pass-a-Grille,  Fla. — Stephen  Gir- 
ard  of  Boston  is  building  a  528-seat 
house  here  to  cost  $35,000.  M.  Win- 
field  Lott  is  architect  and  Clyde  J. 
Keys,  St.  Petersburg,  contractor. 
The  theater  will  follow  Grecian  lines, 
finished  in  plain  white  stucco  with 
chrome  trim.  Plans  are  under  way 
to  beautify  and  landscape  the  sur- 
rounding space  so  that  the  theater 
will  be  nestled  in  a  sub-tropical  set- 
ting of  palm  trees  and  colored  fol- 
iage. This  is  a  part  of  the  St. 
Petersburg  area  and  is  the  first  the- 
ater to  be  built  in  this  locality  since 
1926.  Girard  is  president  of  Stephen 
Girard,  Inc.,  42  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 


WESTERN  ELECTRIC 
HAS  NEW  HORN  UNIT 


A  single  horn  which  does  the  work 
of  four  ti'umpet  type  loudspeakers 
in  distributing  upper  register  sound 
in  the  horizontal  plane  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Western  Electric. 

.  Because  of  its  novel  design,  sound 
radiation  from  the  new  horn  is  sub- 
stantially uniform  over  120  degrees 
horizontally  and  40  degrees  vertical- 
ly. This  distribution  characteristic 
enables  sound  engineers  to  provide 
uniform  coverage  in  even  the  widest 
auditoriums  and  to  eliminate  such 
disagreeable  conditions  as  "overlap." 
The  relatively  narrow  vertical  beam 
tends  to  reduce  reflection  from  the 
ceiling. 

Either  of  two  Western  Electric  loud 
speaking  receivers  may  be  used  with 
the  new  31A  horn,  as  the  unit  is 
known. 

The  new  horn  is  cast  of  aluminum 
in  one  piece,  measures  approximate- 
ly 23  in.  wide  by  9  in.  high  and  15  in. 
deep.  It  weighs  9%  pounds  and  is 
suitable  for  either  indoor  or  outdoor 


Starts  $50,000  Project 

New  Cumberland,  Pa. — Construc- 
tion of  a  new  $50,000  theater  here 
is  under  way  by  Frank  Friedstock, 
of  Jednota,  the  owner. 


"THE  WOMEN" 

Your  women  patrons  will  never  disagree  about 
Alexander  Smith  Carpet.  They'll  enthuse  over  its 
smart  designs,  rich  colors  and  luxury  feel  underfoot 
.  .  .  one  reason  you  find  this  famous  carpet  in  most  of 
the  country's  successful  theatres. 

ALEXANDER   SMITH   CARPET 


yOU  CANT  MAKE  ASILK  PURSE 


\\ 


. . .  and  you  can't  show  color  features  in  natural  hues  with  unbalanced  light 


COLOR  DISTRIBUTION  OF  LIGHT  FROM  HIGH  INTENSITY  CARBON  ARC 


•  The  audience  sees  on  the  motion 
picture  screen  only  those  colors  that 
are  present  in  the  projection  light. 
If  certain  colors  are  absent  from  the 
light,  the  dye  on  the  film  can't  put 
them  on  the  screen.  Excess  of  cer- 
tain colors  likewise  distorts  the  natural  hues  of  color 
features.  •  High  intensity  carbon  arc  projection  assures 


VIOLET  BLUE  GREEN  YELLOW     ORANGE  RED 


an  evenly  balanced  light  with  all 
colors  present  in  essentially  equal 
intensity.  This  is  apparent  from 
the  chart  of  color  distribution  here 
shown.  •  This  is  the  quality  of  pro- 
jection  light   for   which   color  film 

is  processed.  It  is  the  only  quality  of  light  that  gives 

natural  color  reproduction. 


USE    HIGH    INTENSITY    PROJECTION    LIGHT    FOR    HIGH    QUALITY    PROJECTION 
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The  words  "National"  and  "Supr 


» trade-marks  of  Walinnal  Carbon  Company,    Jni 


ONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  |t|M  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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New  Zealand  Quotas  Fade/  100%  Market  for  U.  5.  Seen 

"GOING Jl MAKE  PICTURES  IN  N.  Y/'-WllARDIA 

Warners1  Fourth  Sears  Drive  Set  to  Start  Dec.  24 


Star  System 

.  .  .  and  a  question 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


THAT  hardy  perennial  of  industry  con- 
■  troversy,  the  star  system,  is  manifesting 
more  than  faint  stirrings  these  days,  what 
with  the  recurring  cry  for  new  faces  on  the 
screen,  the  close  examination  of  picture 
costs  in  the  light  of  shrinking  foreign 
revenue  and  the  pro  and  con  of  the  writer 
vs.  player  issue,  not  forgetting  the  impend- 
ing departure  for  Hollywood  of  the  ITOA's 
Harry  Brandt  to  make  a  one-man  survey. 

There's  no  inclination  to  debate  the  sys- 
tem's merits  here — after  a  couple  of  de- 
cades, pretty  much  everything  that  could  be 
said  has  been — but  this  question  might  be 
asked:  Isn't  possible  that  much  of  the 
criticism  attaches,  not  to  the  system  itself, 
but  to  some  things  that  have  sprung  from 

it? 

o 

HERHAPS  naturally  enough,  the  more  im- 
f  portant  the  star,  the  more  attention 
paid  by  the  studio  to  so-called  production 
values.  Which  is  all  very  well  provided  the 
latter  are  not  permitted  to  dwarf  player  and 
story.  When  that  happens — when  the  pro- 
ducer and  director  fail  to  remember  that 
backgrounds,  however  pretentious  and  luxu- 
rious, are  only  backgrounds  for  drama — the 
results  are  disastrous.  Especially  at  the 
box  office. 

No  need  to  recall  the  pictures  that  so 
disappointed;  it's  sufficient  merely  to  say 
that  many  have  been  in  the  costume 
category,  which  may  explain  why  costume 
pix  sometimes  send  shivers  chasing  up  and 
down  the  exhibitor  spine. 

Yet  a  period  setting  can  be  artfully 
employed  to  frame  personal  drama  with 
highly  successful  result,  as  currently  wit- 
ness Warners'  "Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth 
and  Essex,"  nationally  released  on  Saturday. 

o 

CILMED  in  Technicolor,  the  Bette  Davis- 
'  Errol  Flynn  starring  vehicle  is  as  opulent 
as  anything  to  come  out  of  Hollywood  this 
or  any  other  season.  But  the  director's  first 
interest  has  been  the  story  and  the  play- 
ers who  tell  it.  The  pomp  and  pageantry 
of  Elizabethan  England  remain  in  proper 
perspective;  the  camera's  first  concern  is 
Miss  Davis  and  Flynn. 

It   is  commendable  artistic   judgment;   it 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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,000   In   Awards   Will   Be 
it  Among  Three  Win- 
ning Districts 

Fourth  Sears  Drive  will  open  Dec. 
24  and  span  the  ensuing  16  weeks, 
closing  on  April  13,  it  was  disclosed 
by  Warners  home  office  over  the 
week-end.  Announcement  followed  a 
series  of  plans  for  the  drive  were 
consummated  at  a  series  of  meetings 
held  last  week  and  attended  by  home 
office  executives  and  district  man- 
agers, who  were  called  in  by  Grad 
Sears,  general  sales  manager. 

District  managers  will  act  as  cap- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

SET  HEARING  DEC.  1 1 

IN  FRIED  TRUST  SUIT 


TtiEWEEKIN 
REVIEW 

New  Trust  Suit 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


Philadelphia  —  Anti-trust  suit  of 
Harry  Fried,  operator  of  three  sub- 
sequent-run theaters  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, against  Stanley- Warner  and 
seven    majors    has    been    scheduled 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Postponement  of  Adelphi 

Suit  Tomorrow  Expected 


Chicago  —  Another  postponement 
of  the  Adelphi  Theater  anti-trust 
case  is  expected  tomorrow.     Illinois 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


DOMESTIC 

TRUST  SUITS:  R.  D.  Goldberg 
filed  suit  against  eight  majors,  Tri- 
States  and  a  Singer  Theater  in 
Omaha,  alleging  inability  to  get 
pix ....  Court  enjoined  defendants 
in   the   Mori    (Vineland,  N.   J.)    case 

.  UA  asked  dismissal  of  Folley 
suit .  . .  .  Reported  Gov't  suit  vs.  K.  A. 

indie    impends. 

*  *         * 

CODE:  Proponents  of  an  indus- 
try Code  saw  some  hope  in  Atty. 
Gen'l  Murphy's  stand  that  Code  was 
possible  that  doesn't  conflict  with 
N.  Y.  Equity  suit.  Harry  Brandt 
will  confer  again  with  Murphy .... 
N.    Y.    Allied    asked    distrib.    parley 

on   Code  for  the   State. 

#  *         * 

HERE  AND  THERE:  Supreme 
Court    asked   by    RKO    creditors   to 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


10  Principal  GN  Creditors 
to  Take  No  Further  Action 


Ten  principal  creditors  of  Grand 
National  have  agreed  to  take  no 
further  action  in  pressing  for  pay- 
ment  and  to   give  the  company   an 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Suspension  of  New  Zealand's  Quota 
Provision  to   Give  Market  to  U.  S. 


"Beasts  of  Berlin"  Gets 

Okay  as  Censors  Reverse 


Reversing  a  previous  decision,  the 
New  York  Censor  Board  on  Friday 
passed    "Hitler— Beast    Of    Berlin" 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


What  more  is  there  to  say  about  THE  FILM 
DAILY  YEAR  BOOK  than  it  gets  bigger  and  bet- 
ter each  year — Advt. 


By  NELSON  CHURCH 
Wellington,  N.  Z.  (By  Cable)— 
While  official  announcement  has  not 
been  made,  it  is  regarded  as  virtual- 
ly certain  that  New  Zealand's  film 
quota  regulations  will  become  in- 
operative for  the  duration  of  the 
war. 

Effect  of  the  move,  whether  made 
formally  or  tacitly,  will  be  to  assure 

(Continued  on  Page  6s) 


"We   Have   Decided,"   Mayor 

Says,   Following  Union 

Conferences 

While  withholding  details  of  a 
definite  plan,  New  York's  Mayor  La 
Guardia  declared  at  a  press  confer- 
ence on  Friday  that  a  campaign  to 
stimulate  Eastern  production  would 
be  undertaken  shoi'tly.  The  mayor's 
statement  came  on  the  heels  of 
Erpi's  announced  intention  to  make 
no  further  efforts  to  interest  pro- 
ducers in  making  pictures  in  the 
East. 

Although  Mayor  LaGuardia  spoke 
in  guarded  terms  and  revealed  little 
to  indicate  how  much  progress  had 
been  made,  from  other  sources  it  was 
learned  that  a  program  calling  for 
large  scale  production  was  in  the 
making.  There  were  also  reports 
that  private  capital  from  prominent 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

PATHE  FiLWTREPORTS 

$192,002  9  M0S.NET 


Pathe  Film  Corp.  consolidated 
statement  of  profit  and  loss  for  the 
nine  months  ending  Sept.  30,  1939, 
shows  a  net  profit  of  $192,002.20, 
after  provision  for  all   charges   and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Before  Trial  Examination 

of  Para.'s  Execs.  Sought 

A  motion  to  examine  Paramount's 
directors  and  officers  before  trial  will 
be  made  today  before  Judge  Collins 

(Continued  on  Pige  7) 


O'Shea  to  be  Named 
Selznich  Vice-Prexy 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Daniel  T.  O'Shea  will  be 
appointed  vice-president  of  Selznick  In- 
ternational at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
organization's  board  of  directors.  He 
will  succeed  Henry  Ginsberg.  O'Shea  is 
at  present  secretary  of  the  company. 
When  he  joined  the  organization,  he 
was   assistant   to   David   O.   Selznick. 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Oose     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 12        12        12      —    % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi%)    7'A      7'/4      7'A  —    Va, 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1 V4       VA       VA     

Con    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...     93/8       9'/8       93^—     l/2 

East.    Kodak    163Vi  162y2  163Vi  +     % 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 12%     121/4     1234+     3/s 

Loew's.    Inc 35         3V/Z     34%     

do    pfd 

Paramount    8%       8V4       8%     

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     95/8       9'/2       95/s  —     i/8 

Pathe    Film     10  9%     10         

RKO     ls/8       1%       15/8     

20th    Century-Fox    . .    13%     13%     133,4  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    23%     23%     23%     

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 4'A       4%       4'/8     

do    pfd 45        45        45      —     V2 

NEW   YORK    BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101       101       101       +     % 
Loew's    deb.    31/7546.100%  100       100%  —     % 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   48        48        48      —  1% 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 %s47     

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85         85         85         

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor     13  12%     13  

Trans-Lux     1  %       1  %       1  %  —     % 

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd lOOVi  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..  66        68 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 6VA     64 


SAFETY  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh   Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and   Distributor  Theater 

Of  Human  Bondage   (RKO  Radio  Pictures)— 5th  week   (d) Little  Carnegie 

Drums   Along   the    Mohawk    (20th    Century-Fox) — 2nd   week Roxy 

Ninotchka    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)     Music    Hall 

Rulers   of   the   Sea    (Paramount   Pictures) Paramount 

Dancing  Co-Ed   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)    Capitol 

First    Love    (Universal    Pictures) Rivoli 

The    Roaring   Twenties    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

The  Mill  on   the   Floss   (Standard   Pictures) , Astor 

Main  Street  Lawyer  (Republic  Pictures) Criterion 

Call  a  Messenger   (Universal  Pictures) Rialto 

Allegheny   Uprising    (RKO  Radio   Pictures) Palace 

The   Road   to   Glory    (20th   Century-Fox)    (d) Clobe 

♦    I  Oltl  H,\  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest   (French   Cinema   Center) — 7th   week World 

Rasputin   (Concord   Films)— 5th  week 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Port  of  Shadows  (Film  Alliance) — 3rd  week Central 

First  Film  Concert  (musical  shorts) — 3rd  week 5th  Ave.  Playhouse 

Marseillaise     (World     Pictures) — 2nd     week Cameo 

That  They  May   Live    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 2nd   week Filmarte 

Scipio    Africanus    (Esperia    Films) — 2nd    week Cinecitta 

Livet  Paa  Hegnsgaard   (Scandinavian  Talking   Pictures) 48th   St.  Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Fugitive   at   Large    (Columbia    Pictures) — Nov.    11 Globe 

Sabotage    (Republic    Pictures) — Nov.    15 Criterion 

At    the    Circus    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Nov.    16 Capitol 

Missing    Evidence     (Universal     Pictures) — Nov.     17 Rialto 

The  Private  Lives  of   Elizabeth   and   Essex    (Warner   Bros.) — Dec.    1 Strand 

The  Cat  and  the  Canary   (Paramount  Pictures)    (c) Paramount 

We  Are  Not  Alone  (Warner  Bros.  Pictures)    (c) Music  Hall 

Destry   Rides  Again    (Universal   Pictures)    (c) Rivoli 

Daytime    Wife    (20th    Century-Fox)     (c) Roxy 

On   Dress   Parade    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Nov.    16    (a-b) Palace 

Smashing  the  Money  Ring   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) — Nov.   16   (a) Palace 

We  Two   (Scandinavian  Talking   Pictures) — Dec.   1 48th   St.   Theater 

Ultimatum    (J.   H.   Hoffberg)    (c) World 

L'Aria  del  I  i  Continente   (Esperia  Films) — Nov.   16 Cinecitta 

The  End  of  a  Day  (World  Pictures)    (b-c) 5th  Avenue  Playhouse 


(a)    Dual  bill.         (b)   Subsequent  run. 


(c)    Follows   current   bill. 


(d)    Revival. 


Star  System 

.  .  .  and  a  question 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  sound  business  judgment,  an  opinion  which 
should  find  plenty  of  backing  when  the 
reports  come  in  from  the  approximately  300 
day-and-date  engagements  which  started 
over  the  week-end. 


Stunt  Premieres  Planned 

for  Three  Paramount  Pix 


Paramount  has  set  stunt  premieres 
for  "Geronimo,"  "Gulliver's  Travels" 
and  "The  Great  Victor  Herbert,"  it 
was  announced  at  the  week-end  by 
Neil  Agnew,  vice-prexy  in  charge 
of  sales.  First  named,  which  has  a 
national  release  on  Jan.  12,  will  have 
a  dual  world  opening  Nov.  24  at  the 
Orpheum,  Phoenix,,  and  the  State, 
Tucson. 

Fleischer  cartoon  feature  bows 
in  Dec.  17  in  Miami  and  opens 
at  the  N.  Y.  Paramount  Dec.  20. 
"Victor  Herbert"  may  open  in 
Weatherford,  Tex.,  home  town  of 
Mary  Martin  ,  who  debuts  in  it. 
Coast-to-Coast  radio  hookup  is  con- 
templated. 


Ludwig  In  Minneapolis 

Hospital  for  Treatment 

Minneapolis — L.  J.  Ludwig,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  who 
was  seriously  injured  when  the  au- 
tomobile in  which  he  and  three  other 
prominent  theater  men  were  riding 
from  Minneapolis  to  Sioux  Falls, 
was  sideswiped  by  a  truck  near  Wa- 
seca, resulting  in  the  death  of  two 
of  the  men,  has  been  removed  from 
the  Waseca  Memorial  Hospital  to 
the  St.  Barnabas  Hospital  here.  Lud- 
wig's  collarbone  is  broken  in  two 
places. 


Ginsberg  Denies  Forming 

Group  to  Lease  Studio 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIT.Y. 
Hollywood — Henry  Ginsberg,  who 
has  resigned  from  S-I  as  vice-prexy 
and  general  manager,  at  the  week- 
end denied  reports  that  he  was  form- 
ing a  group  to  lease  the  RKO  Pathe 
Culver   City  studio. 


Mutual  May  Supply  Vaude 
Bills  for  Cooper  in  Neb. 


Lincoln,  Neb. — J.  H.  Cooper  and 
Joe  Philippson,  the  Para,  liaison 
man,  at  the  week-end  huddled  with 
the  union  having  under  considera- 
tion the  booking  of  10  weeks  of 
vaude  from  the  Mutual  Booking  Of- 
fice, N.  Y.,  which  is  currently  pilot- 
ing 10-people  shows  in  the  Midwest. 
Philippson  is  understood  to  have 
already  okayed  three  days  for  Okla- 
homa City,  another  Cooper  spot. 


Interstate,  Texas  Consol. 
Deals  Closed  by  RKO  Radio 


RKO  Radio  has  closed  a  seasonal 
product  deal  with  Interstate  and  Tex- 
as Consolidated,  involving  130  the- 
aters, it  was  announced  at  the  week- 
end. Negotiators  were  Ned  E.  De- 
pinet  and  Cresson  E.  Smith  for  RKO 
and  Karl  Hoblizelle  and  Bob  O'Don- 
nell  for  the  circuits. 


cominc  am  Gome 


ALEXANDER  KORDA  flew  to  the  Coast  Friday 
night  and  will  return  for  the  stockholders'  meet- 
ing tomorrow. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  "IP  vice-prexy  and 
general  sales  manager,  returned  at  the  week- 
end from  a  trip  to  Chicago,  Minnear  and 
Milwaukee.                                                    ft 

ANDRE  KOSTELANETZ,  who  was  featured 
with  his  orchestra  in  Columbia's  just  completed 
film,  "Music  in  My  Heart,"  arrives  from  the 
Coast  today. 

DON  AMECHE,  having  finished  his  work  in 
"Swanee  River"  for  20th-Fox  is  duck  hunting 
at  Grant's  Lake,  Ore. 

TONY  MARTIN  arrives  from  Hollywood  this 
morning  on   the  20th   Century. 

RUTH  TERRY,  Walter  Wanger's  newest  "dis- 
covery," arrives  here  on  the  20th  Century  this 
morning  and  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a  press 
reception  at  the  Seven-Eleven  Club. 

OSA  JOHNSON  left  the  Coast  Saturday  for 
New  York  having  completed  her  autobiographi- 
cal picture  for  Columbia,  "I  Married  Adventure." 

EZRA  STONE  arrived  in  Hollywood  at  the 
week-end  to  play  a  role  in  Para.'s  "At  Good 
Old   Siwash." 

CARL  WINSTON,  vice-prexy  of  Producers 
Corp.  of  America,  arrives  from  the  Coast  today 
to  confer  with  Adela  Rogers  St.  John  on  the 
script  from  her  novel,  "Kingdom  Come,"  which 
will   be   the   firm's   first   release. 

CHARLES  LAUGHTON  and  ERICH  POMMER 
flew  from  the  Coast  to  New  York  at  the  week- 
end to  see  the  Broadway  play,  "The  Time  of 
Your  Life"  which  they  wish  to  film. 

EDDIE  CANTOR  and  LENI  LYNN  arrive  in 
Hollywood   today   after   a   seven-week   p.a.   tour. 

NAT  DYCHES  of  the  20th-Fox  studio  pub- 
licity department,  has  arrived  back  at  the 
Coast   from    New   York. 

N.  L.  NATHANSON,  FPC  prexy,  was  a  New 
York   visitor  at   the  week-end. 

IRENE  LEE,  Warners*  Coast  story  editor,  ar- 
rived in   New  York  at  the  week-end. 


Select  Withdraws  Writ 

Plea,  May  Drop  Action 

Select  Theaters  Corp.  on  Friday 
withdrew  its  application  for  a  tem- 
porary injunction  pending  trial  to 
restrain  Universal  Pictures,  Inc., 
from  use  of  the  title  "First  Love" 
in  Universal's  film  of  that  name.  In- 
dications are  that  Select  Theaters 
will  drop  its  suit.  Action  was  com- 
menced on  Wednesday  in  which  the 
rdaintiff  contended  that  "First 
Love"  infringed  upon  a  title  of  the 
same  name  of  a  Shubert  play  prev- 
iously assigned  to  the  plaintiff. 


Etienne  Girardot  Dies 

Hollywood — Etienne  Girardot,  vet- 
eran stage  and  screen  character 
actor,  died  here  Friday  at  the  age 
of  83. 


RKO  Pix  In  Turkish 

"Room  Service"  and  "Gunga  Din'' 
will  be  dubbed  in  Turkish  by  Kernel 
Film,  RKO's  distributor  in  Turkey. 

THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Timet 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

u>uh  MILTON  BERLE 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  6  Sat 
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SULLY  MASON  •  ISH  KABIBBLE 

and 

"The  College  of  Musical  Knowledge" 

•  .  ~    ■'■■'■■ 

Produced  and  directed  by  DAVID  BUTLER 

reon  Play  by  William  Conselman  and  James  V.  Kern. 


A  NATIONAL 


THE 


IR! 


Ha  ■  ■  ■  . .  LOCAL  BOY  MAKES  GOOD- 
AND  THE  WHOLE  NATION  WILL  BE  LISTENING  TO 
HIS  HOMECOMING  PARTY  AT  ROCKY  MOUNT,  N.  C, 
WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  ISth! 

Kay  Kyser  broadcasting  his  regular  program  over  the  NBC  Red  Network  of  104 
stations  at  10  P.M. . . .  and  at  midnight  an  NBC  Special  Feature  broadcast  over 
WJZ  and  a  coast-to-coast  Blue  Network  of  the  monster  celebration! . . .  PICTURE 
PRESENTATION  AT  TWO  THEATRES! .  .  .  Barn  dance  for  10,000  at  gigantic  tobacco 
warehouse! . .  .  State  and  municipal  dignitaries,  societies  and  clubs  .  .  .  parades, 
welcomes,  dinners,  big  doings  of  all  kinds! 

WHAT  A  SEND-OFF  FOR  "THE  OLD  PROFESSOR'S"  FIRST  PICTURE... 

OPENING  PRE-RELEASE  IN  SCORES 
OF  FIRST  RUNS  FOR  THANKSGIVING! 


I 


-m 


Monday,  November  13,  1939 


OuULV 


NEW  ZEALAND  QUOTA 
SUSPENSION  FORECAST 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

American  pix  100  per  cent  of  the 
New  Zealand  market,  which  has  been 
shared  with  British  films  on  an  80-20 

basis. 

Existing  law  provides  that  20  per 
cent  of  the  quota  features  shown  by 
any  exhibitor  shall  be  British  and 
further  than  20  per  cent  of  the  num- 
ber of  registered  quota  films  acquired 
by  a  distributor  for  his  business  must 
be  British  quota  films. 

The  former  has  been  the  more 
serious  problem  for  U.  S.  distribs. 
here.  In  the  instance  of  the  latter, 
the  act  provides  that  a  distrib.  may 
be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  com- 
plying with  this  quota  when  such  ac- 
tion will  not  hinder  any  exhib.  in 
complying  with  his  quota.  Thus  far, 
there  has  been  sufficient  British 
product  available  and  exeirptions 
have  been  easily  obtained. 

It  is  the  virtual  suspension  of 
British  production,  due  to  the  war, 
and  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  future 
that  makes  enforcement  of  the  quota 
provisions  inadvisable.  Exhibition 
interests  are  insisting  that  they  have 
product  protection  for  New  Zealand's 
approximately  725  theaters. 

Censorship  of  imports  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly rigid.  Nine  films  deemed 
to  contain  anti-war  propaganda  or 
strong  pracifist  sentiment  were  re- 
cently disapproved  and  ordered  with- 
drawn from  release. 


Expect  Kyser  Pix  Debut 

to  Draw  25,000  Visitors 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C— Some  25,000 
visitors  will  pour  into  this  community 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  to  take  part 
in  a  homecoming  celebration  and 
parade  in  honor  of  Kay  Kyser,  and 
to  witness  the  world  premiere  here 
of  his  RKO-Radio  feature,  "That's 
Right,  You'x'e  Wrong."  Heading  the 
list  of  state  notables  will  be  Gov- 
ex'nor  Clyde  R.  Hoey  and  Senior  Sen- 
ator J.  W.  Bailey. 

Kyser  and  his  troupe  will  broad- 
cast their  regular  Wednesday  eve- 
ning show  from  the  Center  Theater 
where  the  premiere  will  be  held. 
More  than  100  stations  of  the  NBC 
Red  Network  will  carrv  the  event. 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to   the  following   on   their  birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  13 

Edward    Alperson 

Gertrude    Olmstead 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     THIS  Thursday  night  in  the  Sun  Room  oi  the  Hotel  Edison 

at  8:30  on  the  dot will  be  held  the  Charter  Meeting  oi  the 

Cinema  Lodge,  No.  1365  B'nai  B'rith which  was  founded  this  year 

under  the  aegis  of  a  number  of  pix  industry  notables who 

are  currently  conducting  a  drive  to  bring  current  membership  of  200 
to  the  500-mark  by  the  first  of  the  year The  Charter  Meet- 
ing  will  find  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  president  wielding  the  gavel 

Some  100  male  guests  will  augment  the  Lodge's  membership  attending 

to  witness  Harry  B.  Epstein,  official  of  the  New  York  State  order 

......  present    the   charter Representatives    of    all    religious    faiths 

will  occupy  the  dais 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  «     •     By  way  of  proving  that  "New  York  is  a  jungle" 

at  least  in  part Central  Films  unveiled  its  new  short,  "Zoo 

in  Manhattan" in  the  Preview  Theater,  1600  B'way,  yes'day 

Filmed  in  the  Central  Park  menagerie 'tis  a  top-notch 

single  reeler  and  impressive particularly  the  little  love  scene 

wherein  an  affectionate  girl  hippo kisses  her  sleeping  boy- 
friend. . .  .Ah,  that  there  were  more  geniuses  in  Hollywood  casting! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     TODAY  the    Film    Row    special    whirl continues 

via  a  cocktail  party  sponsored  by  UA which  has  invited  Ye  Trade 

Press  to  journey,  to  the  local  Seven-Eleven    Club 5   East   55th,   at 

5    o'clock to   meet    Ruth    Terry Walter    Wanger's    significant 

screen  discovery who  acts,  sings  and  dances in  the  forth- 
coming celluloid  version  of  the  Presnell  spine-tingler "Send  An- 
other Coffin" to  which  Mister  Wanger  will  soon  send  another  title. 


Set  Hearing  December  11 
in  Fried's  Anti-Trust  Suit 


{Continued  front  Page  1) 

for  hearing  on  Dec.  11  in  the  U.  S. 
District  Court  here. 

Fried,  who  has  the  Suburban  The- 
ater, Ardmore;  Anthony  Wayne, 
Wayne,  and  the  Seville,  Bryn  Mawr, 
charges  "unreasonable  clearance" 
and  accuses  the  distributors  of  join- 
ing in  an  "unlawful  combination, 
agreement  and  conspiracy  and  said 
attempts  to  monopolize"  and  to  "re- 
fuse to  deliver  any  motion  pictures 
to  the  plaintiff  for  exhibition"  ex- 
cept upon  the  restrictions  fixed  by 
the  defendants. 

He  seeks  a  preliminary  injunction 
restraining  the  defendants  from  en- 
forcing provisions  of  their  license 
agreements  pending  a  final  hearing. 

Named  in  the  suit,  which  was  filed 
in  September,  1938,  are  Warner  Bros. 
Circuit  Management  Corp.,  Warner 
Bros.  Theaters,  Inc.,  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.,  Paramount,  Vita- 
graph,  Columbia,  Loew's,  Inc.,  RKO, 
Universal,  United  Artists  and 
M-G-M. 


Buddy  Doyle  Dead 

Buddy  Doyle,  who  portrayed  Eddie 
Cantor  in  "The  Great  Ziegfeld,"  died 
in  New  York  Friday  following  an 
operation  for  appendicitis.  He  had 
been  appearing  in  the  floor  show  at 
Billy  Rose's  Diamond  Horseshoe. 


Beasts  of  Berlin"  Gets 
Okay  as  Censors  Reverse 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

under  the  title  of  "Beasts  Of  Ber- 
lin," with  what  was  termed  a  "slight 
revision"  being  made  in  the  picture 
itself.  Original  rejection  of  the 
film  by  the  New  York  censors  was 
on  the  ground  that  the  pix  was  "in- 
human, sacrilegious  and  tended  to 
incite  crime."  Producers  Distribut- 
ing Corp.,  distributor  of  the  film,  is 
still  battling  to  get  a  MPPDA  code 
seal  before  opening  the  picture  here. 
It  was  understood  that  the  Hays  of- 
fice was  withholding  the  seal,  due  to 
the  film's  tilte. 


Carl  Winston  Arriving 

Carl  Winston,  vice-president  of 
Producers  Corporation  of  America, 
arrives  here  from  the  Coast  this 
morning  to  work  in  conjunction  with 
Adela  Rogers  St.  John  on  the  script 
of  a  story  she  is  doing  for  the  com- 
pany's first  release.  Entitled  "King- 
dom Come,"  the  story  will  serve  as 
the  vehicle  which  will  introduce  John 
Charles  Thomas  to  the  screen.  Miss 
St.  John  is  in  complete  charge  of 
the  script  work. 

Brehany  Rites  on  Coast 

San  Francisco — Funeral  services 
were  held  here  for  John  A.  (Jack) 
Brehany,  78,  oldtime  theater  ex- 
ecutive and  booking  agent.  Inter- 
ment was  at  Fresno. 


PATHE  FILM  REPORTS 
$192,002  9  M0S.NET 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Federal  income  tax.  This  compares 
favorably  with  operating  profit 
shown  for  last  year,  with  figure  like- 
ly to  go  well  over  $200,000  f  or  -+he 
year.  %£ 

Net  operating  profit  for  the  entire 
year  of  1938  was  $77,158.  Earnings 
of  Pathe  this  year  from  the  35  per 
cent  of  the  outstanding  DuPont  Film 
Manufacturing  Co.  stock  owned  by 
the  company  amount  to  $435,000  for 
the  first  nine  months,  compared  to 
$325,000  in  1938. 

Net  earnings,  after  all  charges  of 
the  DuPont  Company,  for  the  third 
quarter  of  1939,  were  $417,817.27, 
compared  with  $290,425.27  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  1938.  For 
the  nine  months  ended  Sept.  30,  net 
earnings  after  all  charges,  were  $1,- 
244,229.97,  compared  with  $929,388.46 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  1938. 


10  Principal  GN  Creditors 
to  Take  No  Further  Action 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

opportunity  to  re-establish  itself 
financially.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
creditors  on  Thursday,  Saul  Rogers, 
attorney  for  GN,  made  a  motion  that 
the  company  continue  to  be  operated 
by  its  officers,  asserting  that  there 
was  no  need  for  a  trusteeship. 

Peter  B.  Olney,  referee  in  bank- 
ruptcy, agreed  to  Rogers'  motion.  A 
general  meeting  of  creditors  is 
scheduled  for  next  Thursdav. 


S-l  Fails  to  Renew  Lease 
on  RKO  Pathe  C.  C.  Studio 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Selznick  International 
has  not  renewed  its  lease  on  the 
RKO  Pathe  Culver  City  studio,  but 
has  made  arrangements  to  continue 
use  of  space  at  the  plant. 


Cammack  to  So.  America 

Ben  Y.  Cammack,  assistant  to  Phil 
Reisman,  general  export  manager  of 
RKO,  leaves  Saturday  on  the  Santa 
Lucia  for  his  annual  South  American 
inspection  trip.  Panama  will  be  his 
first  stop.  His  tour  will  include  Chile, 
Argentina  and  Brazil. 


W.  H.  Workman  III 

Minneapolis  —  William  H.  Work- 
man, manager  of  the  Minneapolis 
Metro  office,  is  ill  in  Northwestern 
Hospital. 


Xetv  Strand  Record 

New  York  Strand  set  a  new  opening 
day  house  record  on  Friday  when  War- 
ners' "The  Roaring  Twenties,"  with  Bob 
Crosby  and  ork  on  the  stage,  ran  ahead 
of  the  mark  established  by  "The  Old 
Maid."  Bill  did  approximately  $7,300 
for  the  day,  WB  home  office  reported. 
Cagney  pix  will  go  three  weeks,  it  was 
said  at  the  week-end. 
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"GOING  TO  MAKE  PIX 
HERE"--LA  GUARDIA 
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business  men  would  be  made  avail- 
able to  build  a  large,  modern  studio 
in^e  vicinity  of  New  York  City. 

previous  conferences  with  Ted 
Richmond,  who  has  been  active  in 
attempting  to  bring  production  East, 
the  mayor  is  reported  to  have  said 
that  he  did  not  want  to  steal  produc- 
tion from  Hollywood  but  that  he  be- 
lieved there  should  be  a  field  here 
for  picture  making. 

Success  or  failure  of  Eastern  pro- 
duction appears  to  hinge  on  agree- 
ments with  labor  unions,  a  situa- 
tion which  is  expected  to  result  fav- 
orably, judging  by  the  mayor's  some- 
what "cagey"  statement  which  read 
as  follows: 

"We  have  had  a  series  of  con- 
ferences consisting  of  all  the 
unions  of  artists  and  stage  hands 
concerned  with  the  making  of 
motion  pictures.  We  have  de- 
cided that  we  are  going  to  make 
motion  pictures  in  our  city. 
More  details  will  follow  from 
time  to  time.  Be  assured  we 
will  keep  you  informed  from 
week  to  week." 

It  was  learned  authoritatively 
that  the  Mayor  was  given  assur- 
ances Friday  by  the  labor  represen- 
tatives there  would  be  no  jurisdic- 
tional disputes  or  labor  "problems" 
to  complicate  the  revival  of  Eastern 
production.  It  was  stated  by  the 
union  leaders,  it  is  understood,  that 
in  the  event  it  was  necessary  to 
bring  on  certain  technicians  from 
the  Coast  no  objections  would  be 
i-aised. 

It  is  understood  that  one  plan  un- 
der consideration  now  is  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  cinema  city  on  the  Flush- 
ing meadows,  on  part  of  the  Fair 
site.  Estimates  state  $25,000,000  a 
year  would  be  expended  here  and 
work  would  be  provided  for  10,000 
people. 

The  Mayor  will  meet  again  today 
with  a   smaller  committee. 

One  of  the  Mayor's  aides  said 
that  the  city,  itself,  would  have  no 
part  in  financial  promotion  of  the 
plan.  Union  men  said  they  were 
sworn  to  secrecy  as  to  progress. 

The  labor  committee  which  met 
with  Mayor  LaGuardia  Friday  in- 
cluded Thomas  J.  Lyons,  Central 
Trades  and  Labor  Council,  chairman; 
Jacob  Rosenberg,  president  of  802; 
Sal  Scoppa,  Motion  Picture  Studio 
Mechanics,  and  George  Ackerson,  al- 
so of  52;  Mrs.  Florence  Marston, 
SAG;  Michael  Connolly,  SAG;  Saul 
Harrison,  Association  of  Assistant 
Directors,  Local  18168;  Thomas 
Murtha,  business  agent  of  Brook- 
lyn Stagehands,  Local  4;  W.  Burns, 
Local  306;  Martin  T.  Lacey,  Team- 
sters' Union,  Local  817;  Louis  Hol- 
lander. Theatrical  Costume  Work- 
ers; Fred  Marshall,  United  Scenic 
Artists.  Local  829;  John  Rugge, 
Laboratory  Technicians  Union; 
Charles  Downs,  Cameramen's  Union, 
Local  644,  and  James  C.  Quinn,  sec- 
retary of  the  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Council. 


"The  Great  Commandment"  for  20-Fox  Release 

"The  Great  Commandment,"  produced  by  Cathedral  Pictures,  has  been  acquired 
for  distribution  by  20th-Fox,  the  company  as  well  placing  Irving  Pichel,  who  directed 
the  religious  film  for  the  Rev.  James  Friedrich,  Episcopal  rector,  and  John  T.  Coyle. 
under  contract. 

Film,  a  story  of  the  Christ,  with  theme  based  on  the  commandment,  "Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  was  recently  completed  on  the  Coast.  Release  date  has 
not  yet  been  set,  but  may  be  during  the  Lenten  season,  it  was  reported. 


WB4TH  SEARS  DRIVE 
TO  START  ON  DEC.  24 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

New  Trust  Suit 
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review  okay  of  RKO  reorg.  plans  . . . 
Studio  unions  refused  to  relinquish 
recent  15  per  cent  wage  boost.  . 
K-A-0  reported  52-week  net  of 
$887,486,  and  B.  F.  Keith  $540,301 
.  Para,  reported  third  quarter  net 
of  $710,000  with  $2,840,000  for  nine 
months  .  .  M-G-M  took  the  "Letty 
Lynton"  plagiarism  case  to  the  U. 
S.  Supreme  Court,  alleging  eight 
errors  in  lower  court's  decision 
against  it  Lifting  of  embargo 
on  arms  was  seen  causing  woes  to 
film  exporters  .  Dramatists  okayed 
pix  right  contract,  with  producers 
demurring  to  some  provisions  ... 
ITOA  resumed  war  on  pix  stars  on 
air,  and  asked  LaGuardia  co-op.  in 
slashing  N.  Y.  C.  light  rate. 


FOREIGN 

EUROPE:  Seven  French  studios 
reported  ready  to  reopen,  with  more 
to  follow  in  December  British 
CEA  talked  co-op  producing  to  fore- 
stall film  shortage  Report  that 
Rome  saw  early  move  to  return 
American  pix  to  Italy,  scouted  by 
Americo  Aboaf,  Para.'s  ex-manager 
in  Rome,  now  here .... 
*         *         * 

NO.  AMERICA:  Modification  of 
ruling  in  Canada  on  flow  of  money 
between  Dominion  and  U.  S.  fore- 
seen Mexican  decree  on  compul- 
sory showing  of  native  pix  thought 
precursor  of  revival  of  Mexican  pro- 
duction. 


Before  Trial  Examination 

of  Para.'s  Execs.  Sought 
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in  New  York  Supreme  Court  by  Saul 
Rogers,  attorney  for  Rae  Nasoff,  a 
Paramount  stockholder. 

Miss  Nasoff  on  April  22  filed  an  ac- 
tion against  Paramount,  charging 
waste  and  mismanagement  in  pro- 
duction operations,  resulting  in  a 
loss,  she  claims,  of  $9,000,000  from 
1935  through  1938. 


Atlanta's  Variety  Club 

Names  Jenkins  Barker 


Atlanta,  Ga. — The  Atlanta  Vari- 
ety Club  has  elected  William  K. 
Jenkins,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Lucas  &  Jenkins,  Inc.,  theater  chain 
as  chief  barker.  Other  officers 
named:  Harry  G.  Ballance,  division 
manager  for  20th  Century-Fox,  as- 
sistant chief  barker;  Charles  E. 
Kessnich,  southern  district  manager 
for  Loew's,  Inc.,  second  assistant; 
R.  B.  Wilby,  owner  of  the  Wilby 
theater  chain,  dough  boy,  and  E.  E. 
Whitaker,  district  manager  for  Lu- 
cas &  Jenkins,  Inc.,  property  mas- 
ter. 

Members  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, also  re-elected,  are  John  Ezell, 
branch  manager  for  Universal  Pic- 
tures; W.  A.  Finney,  division  mana- 
ger for  Loew's  Theaters;  Harold  F. 
Wilkes,  division  manager  for  Para- 
mount; R.  L.  McCoy,  branch  mana- 
ger for  Warners;  Walter  W.  Ander- 
son, branch  manager  for  Columbia, 
and  Paul  Wilson,  branch  manager 
for  20th  Century-Fox. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tains  of  their  particular  territories 
under  the  supervision  of  Roy  Haines 
and  Ben  Kalmenson  for  the  East  and 
West,  respectively. 

Competition  for  drive  awards, 
which  total  $25,000  in  cash,  will  again 
be  set  up  according  to  districts,  with 
the  prize  money  split  up  among  the 
three  winning  districts  and  their 
branches. 

With  "Four  Wives,"  set  to  lead  off 
the  drive  for  Christmas  Week,  War- 
ners have  scheduled  its  top  budget 
features  for  distribution  during  the 
Sears  Drive  period.  Others  to  fol- 
low include:  "A  Child  Is  Born,"  "In- 
visible Stripes,"  "Brother  Rat  and 
a  Baby,"  "The  Story  of  Dr.  Ehrlich," 
"The  Fighting  Sixty-Ninth,"  "Years 
Without  Days,"  "We  Shall  Meet 
Again"   and   "Virginia   City." 


Postponement  of  Adelphi 

Suit  Tomorrow  Expected 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Allied's  attorneys  want  to  wait  on 
the  decision  in  the  Government's 
criminal  contempt  proceedings 
against  B  &  K  and  major  film  com- 
panies. 


"Love  thy  nabor  !  I'll  knock  his  punkin' 
haid  off. " 


Chaplin   Suing  Jacobs 

Charles  Chaplin  filed  suit  Friday 
in  the  Federal  Court  against  Harry 
Jacobs,  doing  business  as  Garden 
Camera  Exchange,  and  asked  the 
Court  for  an  iniunction,  damages 
and  accounting.  Complaint  charges 
the  defendant  with  reproducing  cop- 
ies of  "Shoulder  Arms"  and  "The 
Kid"  and  selling  them  in  a  standard 
size  and  16  mm.  for  consumption. 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS 

with 

WEAVER  BROTHERS  and  ELVIRY 

ROY  ROGERS  •  MARIS  WRIXON 

A    Republic    Picture 
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^NOODLE! 


What  medium  of  advertising  is  the  envy  of  every  National  Advertiser? 

•  Elementary,  my  dear  Watson!  The  NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILER  on  your  screen,  selling 
a  100%  customer-audience  at  every  performance. 

What  medium  of  advertising  makes  action  speak  louder  with  words? 

•  A  simple  deduction,  Watson!  The  NATIONAL  SCREEN  TRAILER  combining  the  high- 
lights of  your  picture  .  .  .  with  the  emphasis  of  printed  selling  copy  .  .  .  into  one 
streamlined,  quick-action  entertaining  sales  message  ...  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

Quick,  Watson,  the  Noodle!  Why  is  the   NATIONAL  SCREEN   TRAILER   the  BEST  SELLER   IN   THE 
BUSINESS? 

•    Because,  my  dear  Watson,  it's  cheap  and  effective  ...  it  actually  sells 

seats  at  lower  cost  per  person  reached  than  any  other  advertising 

you  can  buy. 


Got  a 
Special  Problem? 

Solve  it  with 

NATIONAL  SCREEN 

SERVICE  Special 

Announcement  Trailers! 


nflTIOIlRLC^tfc^/^    SERVICE 


PRIZE  BHBH  OF  THt   IflDUSTRy 


P_mjii--n_~  f^Aricirtn  Monr  London  (By  Cable) — The  British  Government's  decision  on  war-time  remittance- of  film 
l\emiTTUnce  LSeQI5IOn  licar  --revenues  to  the  U.  S.  was  reported  as  imminent  in  trade  circles  here  last  night.  Question 
has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  for  a  period  of  weeks,  *- ,  *    —   '.*■ 
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Zanuck  Raps  Si  Fabian  for  Short  "Drums"  Engagement 

REPORTJLAN  TO  LAUNClf  UNIFORM  ARBITRATION 

Goldwyn  Reported  Talking  Release  With  Para.,  RKO 


All  Comment  Refused;  Steuer 

Reported  Saying  UA  Pact 

Has  No  Worth 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Representatives  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn  refused  to  make 
any  comment  on  a  published  report 
that  Goldwyn  is  reported  to  have 
been  talking  to  Paramount  and  RKO 
Radio  regarding  future  release  of 
pictures  he  intends  to  make. 

The  article  also  stated  it  had  been 
reported  that  Max  Steuer,  his 
lawyer,  who  brought  suit  against 
United  Artists  to  break  his  present 
contract  with  that  organization,  ad- 
vised him  that  the  contract  has  no 
worth. 


"MAKE  GOOD"  OFFER 
BUCKS  AIR  GIVEAWAY 


Lincoln — When  Bank  Night  and 
other  giveaways  were  on  the  show 
business  scene  in  Nebraska,  Bob 
Livingston,  Capitol  owner-manager, 
fought  them  all  the  way,  and  even- 
tually saw  them  outlawed  under  the 
Nebraska  lottery  provision. 

But  then  he  saw  radio  go  into  the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Coast  Production  Rises; 

15  More  Start  Shooting 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Fifteen  new  pictures 
are  scheduled  to  go  into  work  this 
week. 

At  Columbia:  "Double  In  Dia- 
monds," and  a  Charles  Starrett 
Western 

At  Paramount:  "The  Way  of  All 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Allied's  Regional  Directors 
Belittle  Distribs'.  Concessions 


Philadelphia — Allied's  regional  di- 
rectors   met    here    yesterday,    dis- 
cussing    for     five     hours     matters 
usuallv  discussed  in  such  meetings, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Midwest  Exhibs.  Optimistic  Over  Fall 

and  Winter  Biz  Outlook,  Sctdly  Finds 

Midwest  exhibitors  appear  to  be  optimistic  over  Fall  and  Winter  business,  according 
to  William  A.  Scully,  Universale  general  sales  manager,  who  returned  yesterday  from 
a  trip  to  Minneapolis,  Milwaukee  and  Chicago.  Scully  said  there  was  very  little 
pessimism    among    the    exhibitors    he    contacted. 

Scully  was  on  hand  for  the  completion  of  unit  deals  with  Warner  Bros.  Theaters 
in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee,  involving  approximately  50  theaters.  Product  contract 
with  WB  houses  in  those  areas  had  been  closed   previously. 


"CODE  STUFF,  HOOEY",  EASTERN  PRODUCTION 
ASSERTS  KUYKENDALL  PROJECT  PROGRESSING 


MPTOA's  President  Ed  Kuyken- 
dall  calls  upon  the  distributors  to 
agree  to  do  what  they  promised  in 
the  proposed  Trade  Practice  Code 
and  to  discard  the  code,  itself,  as  an 
instrument  of  fair  trade  practices. 

In  a  letter  to  The  Film  Daily, 
Kuykendall  asks,  "Why  all  this 
racket  about  the  code  anyway? 
There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why 
the  distributors  could  not  go  ahead 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

GE  Names  John  Gilmour 

Tele   Program   Manager 

Appointment  of  John  G.  T.  Gil- 
mour, director  of  General  Electric's 
motion  picture  department,  to  the 
post    of    program    manager    of   the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"We  have  made  far  more  progress 
than  I  had  anticipated,"  Mayor  Fio- 
rello  H.  LaGuardia  stated  yesterday 
at  a  press  conference  in  reference 
to  his  drive  to  stimulate  production 
in  New  York.  The  Mayor  stated 
that  he  expected  to  have  additional 
information  which  will  be  made 
public  by  the  end  of  the  week,  but 
did  not  disclose  its  nature. 

He  stated  that  although  he  could 
report  considerable  progress  he   did 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Franklyn  Warner  Pix  to  be 
Released  by  RKO  on  Jan.  1 

Franklyn    Warner's    first    picture 
for  RKO  release,  "Isle  of  Destiny," 
will  be  released  on  Jan.  1,  and  shoot- 
(Continwed  on  Page  7) 


Arbitration   Clauses   of  Code 

May  be  Nucleus  for  New 

Industry  Plan 

Another  effort  to  combine  the  ex- 
hibition and  distribution  forces  of 
the  industry  into  a  plan  to  set  up 
a  uniform  arbitration  system  will  be 
launched  shortly,  it  was  learned  re- 
liably yesterday.  The  arbitration 
plan,  it  was  learned,  will  be  devised 
so  as  to  include  the  settlement  of 
both  contract  disputes  and  clearance 
problems. 

It  is  reported  that  an  exhibitor 
group  is  now  perfecting  a  formula 
which  is  to  be  placed  before  the  two 
national  exhibitor  associations  and 
distribution  representatives. 

Reliable  sources  indicate  that  Al- 
lied leaders  are  ready  to  listen  to  the 
proposal.      The    same    sources    de- 

( Continued  on  Page  7) 

ACTOR  ONION  EXECS. 
WORK  ON  TELE  SETUP 


Zanuck  in  Open  Letter  Raps  Si  Fabian 
for  Short  Schenectady  Run  of    Drums 


Hold  Pre-Trial  Conference 
In  Oklahoma  Theater  Suit 


Oklahoma  City — Issues  in  the  in- 
junction requested  by  Oklahoma  The- 
aters Inc.,  against  distributors  are 
scheduled  to  be  set  at  a  pre-trial 
conference  in  Federal  District  Court 
before  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah  here  to- 
day. The  trial  on  merits  was  prev- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


By  RALPH  WTLK 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Action  of  Si  Fabian, 
Eastern  circuit  operator,  in  pulling 
20th -Fox's  "Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk," at  Proctor's  Theater,  Sche- 
nectady, when  it  was  "still  making 
excellent  money"  is  assailed  as  "in- 
credible" by  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th- 
Fox  production  head,  in  an  open 
letter  to  the  theater  man  made  pub- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Attempts  to  draw  up  television 
scales  and  working  conditions  to 
meet  the  approval  of  all  theatrical 
unions  concerned,  are  being  made  by 
AFRA,  Equity  and  SAG  officials, 
following  discussions  last  week. 

Union  officials  are  attempting  to 
agree    among    themselves    on    their 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Final  Conference  Today 

on  Equity  Interrogatories 

Further  conference  between  Paul 
Williams,  Special  Assistant  Attorney 
General,  and  attorneys  for  major 
companies  in  reference  to  the  Gov- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Asher  Here  to  Discuss 

U.  K.  Plans  With  Columbia 


Future   plans  involving   Columbia 
and  Irving  Asher,  associate  produc- 
er  of  London  Films,   are   currently 
under  uiscussion  at  the  home  office. 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Rites  Held  in  Buffalo  Ginsberg  and  Spitz  Deny 

for  Frederic  Ullman,  Sr.     Forming  Producing  Company  j 

o    a   i  r^  ^  •  Q     West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY] 

Buffalo  -  Funeral  services  were  Holiywood_Henry  Ginsberg  last 
held  here  yesterday  at  Temple  Beth- -  niht  Jdeclared  there  was  no  truth 
Zlu°n  l-°l  |\ede"C   Ullman,   Sr     75,    tQs   he  t    that    h       Le0    Spitz 

who  died  Saturday  after  a  short  ill-  ,  and  Pandro  s.  Herman  were  or- 
ness  Interment  took  place  in  For- 1  izi  a  producing  company, 
est  Lawn  Cemetery.  He  is  survived  |  s  Ginsb*rg  said  he  would  probably 
by  two  sons  Frederic,  Jr.,  general;^  &  brief  vacation  before  engag- 
manager  of  Pathe  News,  and  Rich-  .  fa  an  business  activities  and 
ard  Ullman  Deceased  was  one  of  |  £  he  wag  not  read  as  t  to  an. 
the  pioneer  theater  men  in  this  ter- 
ritory, having  run  a  nickelodeon 
here  in  the  90's.  Later,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Mitchell  Mark,  he  built  and 
operated  the  Family  Theater  here 
and  also  operated  theaters  in  sev- 
eral other  up-state  cities.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  New  York  University 
and  the  Columbia  Law  School. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif.— 
Ralph  Wilk.  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  LONDON— Ernest  W.  Fred- 
man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY— Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Depto.  19,  5A,  Dr.  Lucio  No.  102,  Mexico, 
D  F.  BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz. 
Heraldo  Del  Cinematografista,  Corrientes  1309. 


financial. 


US 


NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 


Net 
Chg. 


High     Low     Close 

Am.    Seat 12         12         12 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (21/2%) 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..     9%       9%       9%   +     % 

East.    Kodak     163       162'/2  163       —     Vz 

do    pfd 

Gen.  Th.   Eq 13         123,4     13       +     Va 

Loew's.    Inc 35!/4     34V2     34Vi  —     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    8Vi       &Va       8%  —     Va 

Paramount    1st   pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     93/4       9V8       9%   +     V» 

Pathe    Film     10V?     103/,     10V,    +      l/2 

RKO     15/,       15/,       IS/,     

20th    Century-Fox     ..    133/4     135/,     13%     

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 4'/,       4V8       4V&     

do  pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith   B.   F.    ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3V-,s4S.100       100       100      —     Va 
Para.     B'way    3<55...   483,4     47</4     47V4  —     34 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47    84         84         84  

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

N^W  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone   Corp 

Technicolor    12%     12%     12%—     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     2%       2%       2%   -f     % 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100y2  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bids.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   66        68 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 61%     633A 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729   Seventh    Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


N.  J.  Associated  Theaters 
Sets  Para.,  UA  and  20-Fox 


Paramount,  United  Artists  and 
20th  Century-Fox  have  signed  1939- 
40  product  deals  with  Associated 
Theaters  of  New  Jersey,  booking 
organization  headed  by  Irving  Dol- 
li^e-er.  Negotiations  are  under  way 
"•ith  the  other  major  companies,  one 
of  which  has  agreed  to  renew  its 
contract. 

All  companies  that  dealt  with 
Associated  for  the  1938-39  programs 
"re  expected  to  renew.  Associated 
books  and  buys  for  13  theaters  in 
New  Jersey. 


SPG  Sets  6  P.M.  Tomorrow 
as  Producer  Answer  Deadline 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  has  set  6  p.m.  tomorrow  as  a 
deadline  for  an  answer  to  its  request 
that  producers  carry  out  the  agree- 
ment which  was  ratified  by  all  major 
companies  except  Columbia  on 
Ausr.  23. 

Notice  to  producers  declares  that 
the  only  question  involved  is  one 
of  good  faith  and  that  negotiations 
have  been  pending  for  nine  months. 


Raymond  Willie  Appointed 
as  Aide  to  R.  J.  O'Donnell 


Dallas — Interstate  has  created  the 
uost  of  general  supervisor  as  assis- 
tant to  R.  J.  O'Donnell.  Appoint- 
ment goes  to  Raymond  Willie,  here- 
tofore in  charge  of  the  circuit's 
smaller  theaters.  Latter  berth  will 
he  filled  bv  William  O'Donnell,  with 
Eddie  Collins  replacing  O'Donnell  as 
city  manager  in  San  Antonio. 


nounce  his  future  plans. 

Reports  to  the  effect  that  Leo 
Spitz  was  interested  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  joint  production  unit  with 
Henry  Ginsberg  and  Pandro  Berman 
were '  flatly  denied  yesterday  by 
Spitz.  He  told  The  Flim  Daily 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  reported 
deal.  

Centufy  and  Randforce 

Circuits  Closed  by  RKO 

RKO  Radio  disclosed  yesterday 
completion  of  1939-40  product  deals 
with  two  metropolitan  circuits,  the 
Century  of  Brooklyn  and  Long 
Island,  and  the  Randforce  houses. 
Some  100  theaters  are  involved  in 
the  pact. 

Bob  Wolff,  RKO  Radio's  New  York 
Exchange  manager,  represented  his 
company,  while  Fred  Schwartz  and 
Sam  Rinzler  respectively  negotiated 
for  Century  and  Randforce. 

RKO  Execs.  Leaving  Tonight 
For  Kay  Kyser  Celebration 

Ned  Depinet  and  a  home  office 
delegation  of  RKO  executives  leave 
tonight  for  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C,  to 
attend  the  world  premiere  of  Kay 
Kyser's  "That's  Right,  You're 
Wrong."  President      George      J. 

Schaefer  will  go  direct  from  Flor- 
ida where  he  has  been  on  a  fishing 
trip,  following  studio  huddles. 

Cresson  Smith,  Barret  McCormick, 
Ken  Hallam  and  David  Butler,  the 
latter  the  director  of  the  picture, 
will    accompany    Depinet. 

George  Nicholls,  Jr., 

Dies  in  500-foot  Fall 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — George  Nicholls,  Jr., 
director  and  film  editor,  was  killed 
and  his  sister-in-law,  Acta  Barnett, 
was  seriously  injured  when  the  form- 
er's car  slipped  from  a  mountain 
lookout  parking  point  and  fell  500 
feet  to  the  bottom  of  a  canyon. 


James  Roosevelt  Meets 

With  B  &  K  Executives 


Chicago  —  James  Roosevelt.  Sam 
Goldwyn  vice-prexy,  conferred  with 
B  &  K  execs,  here  yesterday.  Gold- 
wyn last  night  addressed  the  Sinai 
Forum,  stressing  the  fact  that  the 
primary  job  of  films  was  entertain- 
ment. 


cominG  nno  come 


HERMAN  WOBBER.  general  manager  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th-Fox,  winds  up  his  nation- 
wide sales  trip  this  week  and  returns  to  the 
home   office   at  the   week-end. 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT  returns  here  today  from 
Chicago. 

MITCHELL  LEICHTER  arrives  here  this  week 
from  the  Coast  with  a  print  of  "She  Goes  to 
War." 

DAVID  BUTLER  is  here  from  the  Co  and 
will  attend  the  premiere  of  "That's  Right,  ..u're 
Wrong,"  which  he  directed  for  Paramount,  at 
Rocky  Mount,  N.  C.  He  will  fly  from  there 
to  South  Bend  with  Kay  Kyser  to  see  the 
U.  S.  C. -Notre  Dame  game  before  returning  to 
Hollywood. 

LEW  SEILER  gets  here  from  the  Coast  this 
week  for  a  vacation. 

FANCHON  SIMON  and  MARCO  WOLF  have 
returned  to  Hollywood  after  a  business  trip  to 
Boston. 

LAWRENCE  FOX,  General  Films  chieftain,  is 
here   from    Hollywood   on   business. 

PAUL  WILLIAMS,  special  assistant  attorney 
general,   arrives   here   today   from   Washington. 

FRANKLYN   WARNER   is  here   from   the   Coast 

on   business. 

IRVING  ASHER.  of  London  Films,  and  JO- 
SEPH FRIEDMAN,  managing  director  for  Co- 
lumbia in  the  United  Kingdom,  have  returned 
to  New  York  after  huddles  at  the  Columbia 
studio. 

JANE  BRYAN  leaves  Hollywood  today  for  a 
vacation  here. 

TAMARA  GEVA  left  for  the  Coast  yesterday 
by   plane   for  a   role   in  a   new   picture. 

BILL  KENNEDY,  Lyric,  Rouses  Point,  is  head- 
ing  for    Florida    to    recuperate. 

RALPH  RIPPS,  M-G-M-  salesman  at  Albany, 
returned  yesterday  after  a   New  York  week-end. 

CHARLES  STERN,  United  Artists  Eastern  sales 
manager,  has  returned  from  Gloversville,  where 
he  closed  a  product  deal  with  the  Schine  Cir- 
cuit. 


Discuss  Games,  Deliveries 

Buffalo — The  games  situation  and 
the  problem  of  expediting  film  de- 
liveries were  discussed  by  the  West- 
ern Zone  MPTO  directors  here  yes- 
terday. Branch  managers  were  in 
on  the  talks.  Board  will  tackle  the 
delivery  question  again  next  week. 


POSITION   WANTED 
As  Cashier  in  Theatre 
Attractive   young  woman   with    10   years' 
experience    in    foreign    fields    of    motion 
picture    business.       Speaks    German    and 
French   fluently. 

Box  1406  THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501    Bway.  N.  Y.  C. 


GWTW's  Stars  at  Premiere 

Clark  Gable  and  Vivien  Leigh, 
stars  of  S-I's  "Gone  With  The  Wind," 
will  fly  to  Atlanta  for  the  premiere 
there  next  month.  They  will  ar- 
rive in  Atlanta  Dec.  14  to  be  the 
guests  at  a  ball,  and  the  next  night 
will  make  p.a.'s  when  the  film  opens. 
They  fiy  back  to  the  Coast  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Other  members  of  the 
cast  also  may  attend  the  premiere. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Meet 

New  Haven — Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  will  hold  a  luncheon- 
meeting  at  the  Hofbrau  Haus  Res- 
taurant at  12:30  p.m.  today,  with 
Albert  M.   Schuman  presiding. 

Committees  on  By-Laws  Revision 
and  Budget  of  the  Connecticut  MPTO 
will  meet  this  week  to  make  reports 
to  be  submitted  to  the  body  at  a 
coming  meeting. 


THE  THEATRE 


'AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Timet 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»«fc  MILTON  BERLE 

and    TEDDY   HART 

By   Richard    Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.   Wed.  &  Sat. 


ERROL 


THE  PRIVATE  LIVES  OF 
ELIZABETH  and  ESSEX 

with  OLIVIA  deHAVILLAND 

DONALD  CRISP  •  ALAN  HALE  .  VINCENT  PRICE 
HENRY  STEPHENSON  •  Directed  by  MICHAEL  CURTIZ 

Screen  Play  by  Norman  Reilly  Raine  and  Aeneas  MacKenzie  •  Based  on  / 

the  Stage  Play  by  Maxwell  Anderson  .  As  Produced  by  Theatre  Gu.ld,  Inc. 
Music  by  Erich  Wolfgang  Korngold   •  A  Warner  Bros.- First  National  P.cture 

IN    TECHNICOLOR 


What  a 
Product 
Story  this 
Tells  for 
Fair  and 
Square 

WARNER 
BROS. 


Tffl&s 


ACTOR  UNION  EXECS. 
WORK  ON  TELE  SETUP 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

demands  and  control  of  the  field  be- 
fore approaching  station  executives, 
lvo  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  dif- 
j  'erences  of  opinion  which  were  in 
evidence  previously.  Parent  union 
irticials  will  negotiate,  it  was  said 
by  an  Equity  spokesman,  with  sta- 
tion execs.,  in  place  of  the  leaders 
of  individual  unions. 

Mark  Smith  of  APRA  served  as 
lacting  chairman  of  the  special  tele 
committee. 


GE  Names  John  Gilmour 

Tele  Program  Manager 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

company's  television  broadcasting 
station  W2XB  was  announced  yes- 
terday by  C.  H.  Lang,  publicity  man- 
ager. Gilmour  has  been  heacT  of 
the  motion  picture  department  since 
1931. 

Charles  H.  Brown,  of  G.E.'s  mar- 
ket research  section,  succeeds  Gil- 
mour. W.  T.  Cook  will  be  in  charge 
of  scenarios  for  both  pictures  and 
television  programs. 


jTownsite  for  "Westerner" 
Proclaimed   Goldwyn,   Ariz. 

\west   Coast   Bureau  of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — A  complete  town  built 
135  miles  outside  of  Tucson,  Ariz.,  by 
luSamuel   Goldwyn's   studio   for   "The 
Westerner,"   starring    Gary    Cooper, 
[has  been  officially  proclaimed  Gold- 
wyn, Ariz.,  by  Governor  Jones. 

The   town  will  be   maintained   as 
a  present,  permanent  location  site. 


Drops  "First  Love"  Suit 

Select  Theaters  Corp.  yesterday 
discontinued  its  suit  against  Uni- 
versal Pictures,  Inc.,  to  restrain  use 
of  the  title  "First  Love"  for  the  Uni- 
versal picture  of  that  title,  William 
|  L.  Klein,  attorney  for  Select  The- 
aters, stated  that  on  investigation 
he  was  convinced  that  the  title  was 
in  the  public  domain. 


Best   wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  14 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck 
Eugene  O'Brien 
Doris  Anderson 
John  Moynihan 
Betty  Caldwell 


T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      BE  it  recorded alter  lamping  in  Para.'s  h.o.  projection 

room  yes'day some  sequences  of  "Gulliver's  Travels" dealing 

with  that  gent's  capture  by  the  good  citizens  of  Lilliput that  Mr. 

Exhib is  obviously  going  to  have  a  hit  on  his  hands  and  screen 

just  before  Christmas and  that  another  memorable  milestone 

will  have  been  attained  by  the  industry  at  large in  the   field   of 

animated  entertainment Max  Fleischer  is  seeing  to  that Se- 
quences are  packed  with  clever  humor while  on  the  technical  side 

are   notable the  delineation   of  the   night  scenes employment 

of  light  gradations and  the   excellence  of  the  Technicolor 

T  T  T 

•  •      o     TOMORROW  tells  the  tale! as  to  whether  the  rabid 

pix  fan  down  in  Richlands,  N.  C succeeded  in  making  a  cer- 
tain deal The  fan,  Z.  W.  Frazelle,  wrote  Kay  Kyser ask- 
ing latter  if  he  would  swap  a  ducat  to  tomorrow  night's  world 
premiere  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C,  of  "That's  Right,  You're  Wrong" 

Kay's  new  RKOpus for  one  of  two  football  tickets  for 

next  Saturday's  North  Carolina-Duke  game "Then  I  would 

sell  you  the  other  ticket  if  you  wanted  it,"  suggested  the  fan 

Looks  like  they  drive  hard  bargains  in  the  Carolinas! 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      WUXTRY!     Fourth  Estate's  trade  muggs  crash  Cafe  Society 

It   happened   yesterday when   Walter   Wanger   chose   the 

swank  Seven-Eleven  Club as  a  setting  for  a  cocktail  party 

for  his  new  discovery the  charming  and  personable  Ruth  Terry 

who  debuts  in  "Ladies  Know  Too  Much" formerly  "Send  Another 

Coffin" Party  was  exclusively  for  the  press,  lay  and  trade 

if  not  a  new  departure then  an  infrequent  occurrence 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     FOR  sheer  terror it  'pears  that  Texas  completely 

eclipses  Orson  Welles for  the  Houston  Press  tells  its  reader 

that  in  Loew's  State  there they  can  see "Drunk 

Driving"   with    "The   Housekeeper's   Daughter" 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     LIFE  for  our  film  bookers  is  admittedly  trying But  much 

of  the  sympathy  this  column  had  in  the  past for  American  book- 
ers   went  into  a  decided  nose-dive in  the  immediate  wake  of 

the   Berlin    cable which    declared   that   Adolph   Hitler  is    wont   to 

spend  his  wartime  evenings looking  at  movies and  the  sub- 
sequent  cable    which   disclosed that    a   big.   bad   bomb had 

shivered  the  timbers  and  wrecked  the  ceiling of  the  Munich  beer 

hall just  a  few  minutes  after  Herr  Hitler  exited 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     MEMBERS  of  Hitler's  Elite  Guard and  the  guys 

of  the  Gestapo quaked  visibly  in  their  boots o'er   the 

wrath  which  might  be  loosed  against  them but  the  crew  we 

feel  it  now  "on  the  spot" are  the  boys  who  book  the  pix 

which  Hitler  will  continue  to  see  each  evening in  his  private 

"Herr" -conditioned  theater which  is  said  to  be  so  designed 

that  every  seat  is  on  the  Heil 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  WHAT  a  dreadful  predicament  Hitler's  film  bookers  would 
be  in should  they  accidentally  cause  to  be  tossed  into  the  pro- 
jection   machine some    of    the    currently    titled    Hollywood    product 

f'rinstance    "British    Intelligence."    "Dust    Be    My    Destiny,"    "Each 

Dawn  I  Die,"  "The  Enemy  Within,"  and  "Espionage  Agent" Exces- 
sive care,  too,  must  be  exercised  not  to  inadvertently  flash  "Everything 
Happens  At  Night,"  "It  Could  Happen  To  You,"  "Conspiracy,"  "Flirting 
With  Fate,"  'On  Borrowed  Time,"  "One  Hour  to  Live,"  "Remember  the 

Night"  and  "The  Phantom  Strikes" 


Tuesday,  November  14,  1939 

■      ■ 


"MAKE  GOOD"  OFFER 
BUCKS  AIR  GIVEAWAY 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

giveaway    business,    so    decided    to 
fight   fire   with   fire. 

His  special  target  is  the  Horace 
Heidt  "Pot  of  Gold"  broadcast,  spon- 
sored by  "Turns"  every  Tuesday 
night,  8:30-9  p.m.,  over  NBC's  Red 
network,  wherein  the  long  distan/' 
phone  is  used  to  call  people,  ar>;.  . 
if  they're  home  they  win  $1,000. 

Livingston  said  his  box-office  was 
sensitive  to  this  stay-at-home  influ- 
ence, so  this  week  broke  an  ad  in 
the  morning  papers: 

"Attention,  radio  fans!  Do  you 
listen  to  the  "Pot  Of  Gold"  contest? 
Now,  you  no  longer  have  to  stay 
home  beside  your  radio  to  win.  Be- 
cause, if  you're  in  attendance  at 
the  Capitol  theater  during  this  pro- 
gram, and  no  one  is  at  home  to  re- 
ceive the  contest  winning  phone  call, 
we  will  give  you  $1,000." 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
effort  made  by  an  exhib.  to  combat 
radio  at  its  own  game.  Up  to  now. 
exhibs.  only  squawked. 


Hold  Pre-Trial  Conference 
in  Oklahoma  Theater  Suit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
iously    set    for    Dec.    11    by    Judge 
Murrah. 

The  application  for  an  injunction 
asks  the  court  to  force  distributors 
to  sell  Oklahoma  Theaters,  Inc.  sec- 
ond and  subsequent-run  product  for 
its  Odeon  Theater  at  Shawnee, 
Okla.  It  alleges  that  each  of  the 
distributors  named  defendants  have 
such  product  in  their  vaults  that  has 
not  been  contracted  for  in  Shawnee, 
but  which  they  have  refused  to  sell 
to  Oklahoma  Theaters,  Inc.,  which 
is  headed  by  A.  B.  Momand. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Ted  Krassner,  buyer  and  booker 
for  the  Cinema  Circuit,  will  be 
married  in  January  to  Miss  Jac- 
quelin    Lasoff    of    New    York    City. 


Cleveland — The  boys  of  the  local 
Warner  Club  are  staging  a  stag  in 
the  Warner  Club  rooms  tomorrow  in 
honor  of  Allen  Shapiro  of  the  the- 
ater department  who  was  married 
last  week  and  Harold  Bein  of  the 
Vitagraph  booking  department  who 
will  be  married  to  Miss  Rose  Sil- 
verstein  of  New  York  on  Nov.  26. 


Cleveland  —  Robert  Yodice,  assis- 
tant manager  at  Loew's  Stillman, 
celebrated  Armistice  Day  by  marry- 
ing Miss  Loretta  Schurger  of  this 
city. 

Indianapolis — Guy  Hancock,  RKO- 
Radio  field  representative  was  mar- 
ried to  Beatrice  Davis,  Oct.  10  in 
Logansport,  it  has  just  been  an- 
nounced. 


^BB 
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"NINOTCHKA"    SMASH 
HIT   AT   MUSIC    HALL! 

Sensational  Hold-Over  Biz  in 
First  Engagement  is  your  tip-off 
to  HOLD  TIME  WIDE  OPEN! 


"A  new  and  delightful  Greta  Garbo  .  .  .  The  picture  is 
something  to  be  seen  and  relished  .  .  .  The  cleverest  piece 
to  have  come  out  of  Hollywood  in  years  .  .  .  Brilliantly 
directed  by  Ernst  Lubitsch.  In  a  word,  'Ninotchka'  is  a 
'must'  not  only  for  Garbo  enthusiasts,  but  for  all  who 
enjoy  good  pictures."     __ KATE  CAMERON,  N.  Y.  Daily  News 

• 

"One  of  the  sprightliest  comedies  of  the  year,  a  gay  and 
impertinent  show  which  never  pulls  its  punch  lines .  . . 
Thoroughly  entertaining  .  .  .  Newsprint  cannot  do  full 
justice  to  Miss  Garbo's  delightful  debut  as  a  comedienne 
. .  .The  comedy  comes  off  brilliantly.  We  think  you  will 
like  it  immensely."  —FRANK  S.  NUGENT,  N.  Y.  Times 


"The  year's  most  captivating  screen  comedy .  .  .  Garbo 
gives  a  joyous  and  utterly  enchanting  portrayal  .  .  . 
Lubitsch  has  put  his  famous  directorial  touch  on  the  film 
.  .  .  Garbo  is  a  past  mistress  of  comedy  .  .  .  even  more 
lovely  than  in  the  past ...  It  is  a  Garbo  triumph." 

—HOWARD   BARNES,  N.  Y.  Herald  Tribune 


"One  of  the  gayest  and  funniest  pictures  presented  in  a 
season  that  has  seen  many  good  films .  .  .  Greta  Garbo 
becomes  an  outrageously  lovely,  merry  and  romantic 
actress  .  .  .  The  picture  has  wit  in  every  scene  .  .  .  The 
pace  never  lessens."  —EILEEN  CREELMAN,  N.  Y.  Son 

(over) 


CONTINUED!     THE    REVIEWS    ARE    HOTCHKA! 


"Excellent!    Lubitsch  and  Garbo  .  .  .  there's  a  combination  for  you  .  .  . 

Gloriously,  uproariously  amusing  .  .  .  'Ninotchka'  is  everything  in  the  way 

of  slick  entertainment .  .  .  Garbo  is  completely  magnificent." 

—IRENE   THIRER,  N.  Y.  Post 


"Garbo  really  does  sparkle  . .  .  An  enchanting  comedy  in  the  best  Lubitsch 
style  .  .  .  The  wit,  smartness,  good  nature  will  charm  audiences.    Adult 

comedy  and   a  Certain  hit."  -BLAND    JOHANESON,  N.   Y.  Daily  Mirror 


"One  of  the  most  delightful  entertainments  of  this  or  any  season  .  .  . 
Garbo's  performance  enormously  funny.,  .those  famed  'Lubitsch  touches' 
happily  in  evidence.   Don't  miss  this  one." 

—ROSE  PEISWICK,  N.  Y.  Journal  &  American 


"Greta  Garbo  proves  that  she  is  a  comedienne  of  greatness  and  distinc- 
tion in  a  frolicsome,  frothy  and  completely  delightful  comedy  .  .  .  She  is  a 
delight.  If  you  fail  to  see  it  you'll  be  missing  one  of  the  jolliest  treats  of 

the  year."  WILLIAM  BOEHNEL,  N.  Y.  World-Telegram 


"One  of  the  brightest  and  liveliest  pieces  of  the  year  .  .  .  On  all  counts, 
the  film  is  one  of  the  grand  events  of  the  season  .  .  .  Put  it  right  up  at  the 
head  of  the  list  of  the  best  pictures  of  1939." 

—LEO  MISHKIN,  N.Y. Morning  Telegraph 


HELD  OVER!    S.R.O.  at  the  B.O.! 


IF^r-  GARBO  Gets  the 

LUBITSCH  TOUCH  in  M-G-M's  Sensational 

'NINOTCHKA" 

(DON'T  PRONOUNCE  IT  — SEE  IT) 

with  Melvyn  Douglas  •  Ina  Claire  •  Screen  Play  by  Charles  Brackett,  Billy  Wilder  and 
Walter  Reisch  •  Based  on  the  Original  Story  by  Melchoir  Lengyel  •  Directed  by  Ernst  Lubitsch 


YOUR  NEW 
M-G-M  STAR 

GARBO 
LAUGHS! 


Tuesday,  November  14,  1939 


<?i{< 


OAKY 


ARBITRATION  PLAN 
REPORTED  IN  WORK 


i  Continued  from  Page  1) 

dared  that  the  arbitration  clauses 
which  were  included  in  the  proposed 
and  now  defunct  trade  practice  Code 
may  be  salvaged  and,  with  certain 
additions  and  eliminations,  be  offered 
as  the  formula  to  be  placed  into 
ope^Tion. 

S^nscrs  of  the  plan  expect  to 
make  an  announcement  as  to  their 
progress  within  two  weeks. 


Franklyn  Warner  Pix  to  be 
Released  by  RKO  on  Jan.  1 

i  Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  has  started  on  his  second  picture, 
"Land's  End,"  Warner  said  yester- 
day in  New  York.  Release  date  for 
the  latter  picture  has  been  set  for 
Feb.  15. 

Warner  said  George  Schaefer, 
RKO  president,  Ned  Depinet,  vice- 
president,  and  Barret  McCormick, 
advertising  and  publicity  chief,  had 
seen  a  rough  cut  of  "Isle  of  Destiny" 
at  the  studios  and  that  they  were  en- 
thusiastic over  what  they  saw.  be- 
ing particularly  impressed  with  the 
Cosmocolor  treatment. 

Warner  expects  to  return  to  Hol- 
lywood on  Friday. 


Final  Conference  Today 

on  Equity  Interrogatories 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ernment's  equity  suit  will  be  held 
today  when  Williams  arrives  here 
from  Washington.  It  is  expected'  that 
the  conference  will  be  the  final  one 
held,  and  that  the  Government  and 
the  majors  will  definitely  fix  inter- 
rogatories to  be  answered  by  both 
sides. 


"Information,    Please" 

to  be  Honored  by  Ampa 

"Information,  Please,"  which  this 
week  celebrates  its  first  anniversary 
under  sponsorship,  will  be  honored 
at  the  regular  Ampa  meeting  to  be 
held  Thursday  at  Stouffer's  Restaur- 
ant, 540  Fifth  Avenue,  at  12:45  p.m. 

The  "experts"  will  be  represented 
by  John  Kieran,  encyclopaedic 
columnist.  On  the  technical  end, 
Dan  Golenpaul,  originator  of  the 
broadcast  idea  and  producer  of  the 
shows,  will  speak  on  "A  'High 
Brown'  Entertainment  for  the 
Masses."  Frederic  Ullman,  Jr.,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Pathe  News  and 
producer  of  the  "Information, 
Please"  shorts  subjects,  will  repre- 
sent the  motion  picture  side. 

In  addition,  Ampa  officers  promise 
a  surprise  attraction. 


reviews  of  new  rums 


Free  Admish  for  Soldiers 

Toronto Bonita  theater,  oper- 
ated by  Harry  Lester,  is  admitting 
free  300  soldiers  from  various  regi- 
ments enrolled  for  overseas  service 
each   Wednesday  night. 


"Another  Thin  Man" 

with    William     Powell,    Myrna    Loy 

Metro  105  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

SWELL  MYSTERY  COMEDY  SHOULD 
ENJOY  MARKED  BOX-OFFICE  POPULAR- 
ITY. 

Suave,  debonair  Nick  Charles  and  his 
charming  wife  Nora,  are  back,  this  time 
with  an  infant  son,  and  not  without  the 
popular  Asta.  Of  course,  William  Powell 
and  Myrna  Loy  enact  the  roles  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Charles,  while  William  A.  Poulsen  is 
the  little  son.  W.  S.  Van  Dyke  has  given 
the  mystery  comedy  adroit  direction,  and 
Hunt  Stromberg,  the  producer,  has  fur- 
nished the  ingredients  which  should  make 
the  picture  very  popular.  Frances  Good- 
rich and  Albert  Hackett  supplied  a  spark- 
ling screenplay,  containing  much  fresh  ma- 
ferial  and  clever  dialogue,  based  on 
Dashiell  Hammett's  original  story.  The  act- 
ing is  top-notch  with  Sheldon  Leonard  and 
Don  Costello,  newcomers,  very  effective  in  ] 
important  roles.  Powell,  persuaded  by 
Myrna,  agrees  to  spend  a  quiet  week-end 
at  the  Long  Island  estate  of  C.  Aubrey 
Smith,  a  millionaire.  In  the  Smith  house-  I 
hold  are  his  adopted  daughter,  Virginia 
Grey,  Patric  Knowles  and  Tom  Neal  em- 
ployed by  Smith  in  his  business  activities 
and  both  in  love  with  Virginia,  Ruth 
Hussey,  a  new  employee  and  Phyllis  Gor- 
don the  housekeeper.  Living  nearby  is 
Sheldon  Leonard  who  has  just  completed 
a  10-year  prison  term,  having  taken  the 
"rap"  for  Smith.  Leonard  is  bitter  towards 
Smith,  and  when  the  aged  millionaire  is 
found  murdered,  he  is  the  principal  sus- 
pect. During  the  "quiet"  week-end, 
Knowles  is  shot  down  while  firing  at 
Powell.  Powell  and  Myrna  return  to  New 
York  and  Powell  receives  a  warning  to 
withdraw  from  the  case.  Leonard  goes  to 
Powell's  hotel  and  threatens  him  in  per- 
son, he  is  shot  down  before  he  can  leave 
the  building.  Powell  assembles  the  Smith 
murder  suspects  and  others  and  recon- 
structs the  crime.  He  accuses  Virginia 
Grey   of   the   murder   and    she   confesses. 

CAST:  William  Powell,  Myrna  Loy,  Vir- 
ginia Grey,  Otto  Kruger,  C.  Aubrey  Smith, 
Ruth  Hussey,  Nat  Pendleton,  Patric  Knowles, 
Tom  Neal,  Phyllis  Gordon,  Sheldon  Leonard, 
Don  Costello,  Harry  Bellaver,  William  A. 
Poulsen,  Muriel  Hutchinson,  Abner  Biber- 
man,  Marjorie  Main,  Asta,  Renee  &  Stella. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Hunt  Stromberg;  Di- 
rector, W.  S.  Van  Dyke,  II;  Author, 
Dashiell  Hammett;  Screenplay,  Frances 
Goodrich  and  Albert  Hackett;  Cameramen, 
Oliver  T.  Marsh,  William  Daniels;  Art  Di- 
rector, Cedric  Gibbons;  Associate,  John  S. 
Detlie;  Editor,  Frederick  Y.  Smith;  Musical 
Score,    Edward  Ward. 

DIRECTION,  Adroit.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 

Dead  End  Kids  In  P.A. 

Albany  —  Palace  Theater,  Fabian 
first-run,  is  billing  in  four  of  the 
Dead  End  Kids  for  a  week  starting 
Friday,  in  connection  with  "Honey- 
moon in  Bali,"  Lou  Golding,  district 
manager,  doing  the  booking.  Dead 
End  Kids  will  be  supported  by  Sam 
Hearn,  who  plays  "Schlepperman" 
on  Jack  Benny's  radio  program. 


"Bad  Little  Angel" 

with   Virginia  Weidler,  Gene  Reynolds,  Guy 

Kibbee 
Metro  77  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

HUMAN  INTEREST  STORY  HAS  ADULT 
AS  WELL  AS  JUVENILE  APPEAL. 

Here  is  a  tender,  human-interest  story 
told  in  a  scintillating  manner.  The  story 
has  adult  as  well  as  juvenile  appeal.  Wil- 
liam Thiele  has  handled  the  direction  with 
a  fine  technique,  while  Albert  E.  Levoy, 
the  producer,  rates  many  bows  for  his 
sp.'endid  work  on  his  initial  production 
under  the  M-G-M  banner.  Dorothy  Yost 
has  fashioned  a  fine  screenplay  from  the 
book  by  Margaret  Turnbull.  Virginia 
Weidler  provides  the  highlights  of  this  fea- 
ture through  excellently  interpreting  the 
role  of  an  orphan  seeking  to  belong  to  some- 
one, and  her  childish  faith  in  God  is  beau- 
tifully portrayed  with  the  pathos  and  lighter 
moments  nicely  injected.  Gene  Reynolds 
gives  a  nice  performance  of  the  boy,  play- 
ng  opposite  Virginia.  Guy  Kibbee,  Ian 
Hunter,  Reginald  Owen,  Henry  Hull,  Eliza- 
beth Patterson  and  Lois  Wilson  all  do 
well  in  supporting  roles.  Virginia,  an  or- 
phan, lives  with  Elizabeth  Patterson 
until  the  time  she  dies,  and  then  she  is 
returned  to  the  orphanage  by  Arthur 
Aylesworth  who  believes  she  is  a  jinx. 
Virginia,  who  has  always  been  taught  to 
read  the  Bible,  refers  to  a  passage  on  Egypt, 
and  she  runs  away  from  the  home  and 
comes  to  the  town  of  Egypt,  N.  J.,  there 
she  meets  Tommy  Wilkes  (Gene  Reynolds), 
whose  father,  Red  Wilkes  (Henry  Hull) 
is  the  town's  drunkard.  Hull  takes  Vir- 
gin^ to  his  boss,  Jim  Creighton  (Ian  Hun- 
ter), editor  of  the  town's  leading  newspa- 
per. Ian  takes  Virginia  home  to  his  wife, 
Lois  Wilson,  and  although  they  have  two 
children  of  their  own,  they  give  Virginia 
a  home.  Ian,  through  an  editorial,  publishes 
a  story  to  the  effect  that  the  local  paint 
factory,  owned  by  Guy  Kibbee,  the  town's 
millionaire,  is  a  fire  hazard,  and  Ian  loses 
his  job,  bringing  disaster  to  his  family.  Vir- 
ginia feeling  that  the  jinx  is  on  again, 
goes  to  the  home  of  Kibbee,  but  is  unable 
to  see  him,  however,  she  softens  the  heart 
of  the  butler,  Reginald  Owen,  who  becomes 
very  fond  of  her.  Virginia  and  Gene  have 
reformed  his  father,  but  they  cannot  help 
Ian.  The  town  is  rocked  by  an  explosion 
and  the  paint  factory  is  on  fire.  Ian  goes 
to  the  aid  of  the  people  caught  in  the 
fire  trap,  and  Virginia  and  Gene  help  him 
to  escape.  All  ends  happily  when  Ian  is 
restored  to  his  job.  and  Virginia  is  legally 
adopted  by   Ian  and  his  wife. 

CAST:  Virginia  Weidler,  Gene  Reynolds, 
Guy  Kibbee,  Ian  Hunter.  Elizabeth  Pat- 
terson, Reginald  Owen,  Henry  Hull,  Lois 
Wilson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Albert  E.  Levoy;  Di- 
rector, William  Thiele;  Author.  Margaret 
Turnbull;  Screenplay,  Dorothy  Yost;  Cam- 
eraman, John  Seitz;  Art  Director,  Cedric 
Gibbons;  Associate,  Stan  Rogers;  Editor, 
Frank  Sullivan;  Musical  Score,  Edward  Ward. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

MP  Associates  to  Meet 

Business  meeting  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Associates  will  be  held  to- 
morrow at  12:30  at  the  Astor. 


EASTERN  PRODUCTION 
PROJECT  PROGRESSING 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

not  want  to  say  that  everything 
completed  or  that  preliminary  work 
was  finished.  A  surprise  visit  was 
paid  to  the  Mayor  yesterday  by  Ben 
Hecht  and  George  Jessel,  who  re- 
vealed at  the  end  of  a  half  hour's 
huddle  that  they  would  organize  a 
new  company  for  Eastern  produc- 
tion. 

It  was  also  learned  that  the 
Mayor's  union  executive  committee 
is  comprised  of  Sal  J.  Scoppa,  stu- 
dio mechanics,  Florence  Marston, 
Screen  Actors  Guild,  Fred  Marshall, 
United  Scenic  Artists,  and  Charles 
Downs,  international  photographers. 
The  Mayor  said  his  conferences  with 
his  committee  would  continue  as 
often  as  necessary,  with  the  commit- 
tee reporting  their  findings  to  him. 

In  a  lighter  vein,  the  Mayor  said 
that  now  a  great  many  people  will 
have  a  place  to  come  and  tell  the 
real  story  in  back  of  some  of  the 
o-roups  in  the  pix  industry,  adding 
that  the  story  might  make  a  good 
scenario  and  of  course  that  the  pic- 
ture would  be  made  in  New  York 
Citv.  In  reply  to  a  question  as  to 
whether  he  would  reveal  some  of  the 
"startling  facts"  turned  up  bv  his 
findings  to  the  public,  the  Mayor 
said,  "If  we  find  it  necessary  we 
may  do  so." 


Griffith  Theaters  Exec. 

Position  for  C.  B,  Akers 


Oklahoma  City — C.  B.  Akers,  for- 
mer general  manager  of  Tad  Screen 
Advertising  Co.  of  Dallas,  merged 
last  month  with  Alexander  Film  Co., 
has  been  named  to  one  of  the  ex- 
ecutive positions  with  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co.,  title  of  which  has 
not  as  yet  been   determined. 

Akers  will  have  charge  of  all  field 
operations  of  the  50  cities  served 
bv  the  local  Griffith  offices  and  will 
supervise  management  and  direction 
of  all  Griffith  theaters  in  this  area, 
present  division  managers  being  re- 
sponsible to  him. 

He  was  formerly  a  division  man- 
ager with  the  Griffith  Amusement 
Co.  before  resigning  to  take  over 
the  general  managership  of  Tad  up- 
on its  formation  two  years  ago. 


Chapoton  Funeral  Held 

Detroit — Louis  Albert  Chapoton, 
53.  was  buried  Saturday.  He  was 
a  Detroit  theater  owner  for  a  quar- 
ter century,  retiring  from  operation 
of  the  downtown  Empress  about 
eight  years  ago.  His  widow  and 
two    children    survive. 


Sol  Lesser  Signs  Wyler 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Sol   Lesser  yesterday 

engaged  William  Wyler  as  director 

of  his  first  UA  release,  "Our  Town." 
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''DRUMS"  ENGAGEMENT 
SHORTENED,  GETS  RAP 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lie  here.  Proctor  was  one  of  five 
up-state  New  York  houses  to  have 
the  pix's  multiple  premiere  with  pix 
players  making  P.A.'s 

"Mr.  Fabian,  there  is  no  conceiv- 
able excuse  for  your  action,"  says 
Zanuck,  "and  I  am  writing  this  open 


5"t  Fabian's  first  intimation  of  Za- 
nuck's  letter  was  via  a  call  from  THE 
FILM  DAILY  at  his  New  York  head- 
quarters yesterday.  Furnished  with 
the  text,  the  circuit  head  later  said, 
"No  comment." 


letter  in  the  hope  that  it  will  awaken 
response  from  exhibitors  so  that 
moving  pictures  worthy  of  extended 
engagements  will  be  given  same  and 
so  that  they  will  be  permitted  to 
earn  for  you  and  for  us  every  dollar 
that  they  can  in  your  territory  so 
that  a  proper  share  of  that  money 
can  be  returned  to  Hollywood  to  be 
used  to  make  other  pictures  just  as 
fine  and  fitting  as  'Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk'." 

Zanuck  cites  the  fact  that  the  cur- 
rent release  at  the  Proctor  did  more 
in  six  days  than  "Alexander's  Rag- 
time Band"  did  in  seven,  and  also 
outdrew  "Hollywood  Cavalcade," 
"Stanley  and  Livingstone"  and  "The 
Rains  Came." 

Zanuck  continues: 

"Mr.  Fabian,  do  you  realize  that 
we  at  the  studio  co-operated  with 
you  in  opening  at  your  theater  in 
sending  you  personalities  for  your 
opening  day  engagement?  Do  you 
realize  there  is  a  war  in  Europe  and 
that  we,  the  producers  and  distrib- 
utors, face  a  tremendous  loss  in 
foreign  revenue  ?  Do  you  realize  that 
already,  because  of  currency  defla- 
tion and  frozen  currency  in  the  for- 
eign market,  we  have  lost  in  Europe 
almost  one-third  of  our  year's  gross 
and  that  there  is  no  indication  of 
what  may  come  along  these  lines 
with  each  day  some  new  government 
placing  financial  restrictions  on  us 
and  forcing  us  to  realize  more  and 
more  that  we  must  depend  only  on 
America  for  our  revenue? 

"Do  you  realize,  Mr.  Fabian,  that 
the  cost  of  producing  moving  pic- 
tures is  double  what  it  was  18  months 
ago?  Do  you  realize  that  labor  to- 
day receives  a  higher  percentage  of 
payment  on  each  individual  produc- 
tion than  do  the  stars  themselves, 
and  that  cost  of  building  material 
and  equipment  makes  it  impossible 
for  us  to  produce  a  big  picture  sub- 
ject at  a  reasonable  price?  Mr. 
Fabian,  if  the  exhibitors  of  America 
do  not  realize  these  very  important 


Italian  Film  Houses 
Win  Later  Closing 

Rome  (By  Cable) — One  of  the  imme- 
diate outgrowths  of  Premier  Benito  Mus- 
solini's recent  Cabinet  reshuffle  is  the 
extension  to  midnight  as  the  hour  for 
film  theater  closing.  Permission  for 
later  closing  was  granted  by  the  Min- 
istry  of    Popular   Culture. 


Union  to  Raise  Free  Speech  Issue 

In  Appeal  from  Picketing  Injunction 

Wilmington,  Del. — H.  Albert  Young,  attorney  for  Local  473,  projectionists,  has  filed 
an  appeal  to  the  State  Supreme  Court  from  the  decision  of  Chancellor  William  Watson 
Harrington  enjoining  the  union  from  picketing  the  Rialto  Theater,  complainant  in  the 
action.  The  union  attorney  contends  there  existed  a  lawful  labor  dispute  between  the 
theater  and  union  projectionists  and  that  the  picketing  to  disseminate  information  that 
the  theater  was  allegedly  unfair  to  organized  labor  was  peaceful  and  cannot  be  en- 
joined. The  question  to  be  raised  before  the  State  Supreme  Court  will  involve 
the   right  of   freedom   of  speach. 


"CODE  STUFF,  HOOEY", 
ASSERTS  KUYKENDALl 


Coast  Production  Rises;  Wis.  Supreme  Court  Stays 

15  More  Start  Shooting;      Bingo  Writ;  to  Hear  Appeal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Flesh,"  and  Harry  Sherman's  "The 
Man  From  Bar  20"  starring  William 
Boyd. 

At  M-G-M:  "Arouse  and  Beware" 

starring      Wallace      Beery;      "New 

Moon"  starring  Jeanette  MacDonald 

nd  Nelson  Eddy;  "Edison  The  Man" 

starring  Spencer  Tracy. 

At  RKO:  "Irene"  starring  Anna 
Neagle  with  Ray  Milland,  Roland 
Young  and  May  Robson;  "The 
Saint's  Double  Trouble"  with  George 
Sanders,  Helen  Whitney  and  Bela 
Lugosi. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Shooting 
High." 

At  Universal:  "Road  to  Romance" 
with  Tom  Brown  and  Peggy  Moran. 

At  Samuel  Goldwyn:  "The  West- 
erner" starring  Gary  Cooper  with 
Doris  Davenport  and  Fred  Stone. 

At  Edward  Small:  "My  Son,  My 
Son"  with  Brian  Aherne,  Louis  Hay- 
ward  and  Henry  Hull. 

At  Producers  Pictures  Corp.: 
"Mercy  Plane"  with  James  Dunn  and 
Frances  Gifford  and  "The  Man  From 
Oklahoma." 


Allied's  Regional 
Belittle  Distribs'. 


Directors 
Concessions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Regional  Vice-President  Frank  Ly- 
don  announced.  "There  were  no 
sensational  developments,"  he  said. 

Some  conferees  thought  that  dis- 
tributors' concessions  were  nothing 
but  appeasement  to  thwart  the 
Neelv  bill  and  that  it  was  too  early 
anyway  to  determine  the  conces- 
sions' value. 

Lydon  also  advised  Allied  men  not 
to  neglect  local  units'  part  in  mat- 
ters of  legislation  and  litigation. 


facts  and  do  not  prepare  to  do  their 
share  in  encouraging  and  aiding  us 
of  the  studios,  then  it  is  going  to  be 
a  sorry  day  for  the  exhibitors  of 
America. 

"If  producers  find  that  they  can- 
not at  least  break  even,  then  na- 
turally they  cannot  be  expected  to 
take  the  fabulous  financial  gambles 
that  we  are  foi-ced  to  take  today. 
If  the  rest  of  the  American  exhib- 
itors pull  any  picture  when  it  is  do- 
ing legitimately  fine  business,  then, 
in  my  opinion,  they  will  be  cutting 
their  own  throats  because  the  pro- 
ducers are  eventually  going  to  come 
to  the  realization  that  they  will  have 
to  depend  upon  smaller,  lower  price 
pictures,  as  it  is  impossible  to  ex- 
nect  us  to  take  the  gamble  without 
fullest  co-operation  from  every  ex- 
hibitor and  theater  manager  in  the 
nation." 


Madison,  Wis.  —  The  State  Su- 
preme Court,  acting  upon  an  appeal 
to  the  recent  decision  by  Circuit 
Judge  Charles  L.  Aarons,  Milwau- 
kee, which  held  Bingo  to  be  a  pub- 
lic nuisance,  stayed  the  Circuit  Court 
injunction  restraining  the  Bahn  Frei 
hall  from  permitting  such  games  to 
be  played  and  will  hear  arguments 
on  the  appeal  in  December  or  Janu- 
ary. 

Atty.  Benjamin  J.  Miller,  counsel 
for  Charles  W.  Trampe,  head  of  the 
Monogram-Midwest  Film  Exchange, 
Milwaukee,  opposed  the  stay  before 
the  high  court.  Except  for  the  Bahn 
Frei  hall,  where  Bingo  had  been 
halted,  the  Supreme  Coui't's  ruling 
will  have  little  effect  upon  Milwaukee 
halls  since  Dist.  Atty.  Herbert  J. 
Steffes  has  refused  requests  for  war- 
rants against  halls  playing  Bingo 
by  the  police  department. 


WB's  "Roaring  Twenties" 

Still  Roaring  at  Strand 

Warners'  "The  Roaring  Twenties," 
continuing  its  heavy  draw  at  the 
New  York  Strand,  rang  up  the  big- 
gest Monday  "take"  in  two  years 
yesterday,  home  office  reported. 
Strand  had  the  SRO  sign  out  at 
2:30   a.m.   Sunday,   it  was   stated. 

Extensive  ad  and  publicity  cam- 
paign set  by  Charlie  Einfeld,  who 
came  East  for  that  purpose,  among 
others,  is  credited  with  starting  off 
the  pix  with  a  bang.  Publicity  cam- 
paign was  featured  by  thorough  cov- 
erage in  all  of  the  Broadway  and 
Hollywood  columns  of  the  New  York 
dailies. 


Twin  City  Variety  Club 

to  Sponsor  Milk  Fund 

Minneapolis — The  Twin  City  Var- 
jp4...  ciuk  jlas  decided  to  sponsor  the 

Minneapolis  milk  fund.  Selection 
was  made  from  a  large  number  of 
suggestions  made  by  the  general 
public,  responding  to  a  call  for  ideas 
bv  Merle  Potter,  motion  pix  critic 
of  The  Minneapolis  Times-Tribune. 
Thousands  of  dollars  were  raised  by 
the  club  last  year  for  refugee  relief 
woi'k.  

Writ  Restrains  Jacobs 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday issued  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion on  application  of  Charles 
Chaplin  restraining  Harry  Jacobs, 
trading  as  Garden  Camera  Ex- 
change, from  selling  prints  of  the 
film  "Shoulder  Arms."  Trial  of  the 
suit,  which  claims  unauthorized  sale 
and  manufacture  of  films  by  Jacobs, 
was  set  by  Judge  Bondy  for  Nov.  17. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  do  what  they  agreed  to  as  indi- 
viduals. All  this  code  stuff  is  hooey. 
Just  do  what's  right,  is  my  advice 
to  the  distributors,  and  to  some  ex- 
hibitors, also." 

In  regard  to  Attorney  General 
Frank  Murphy's  talk  with  J^OA's 
Harry  Brandt,  KuykendallP  vote: 
"It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  will  not  okay  any 
code  without  a  divorcement  clause. 
And  I  don't  believe  they  gave  Brandt 
anv  reason  to  think  otherwise." 

Kuykendall  concluded  his  letter 
with:  "There  is  a  lot  of  noise  being 
made  by  Neely  Bill  advocates  in 
conjunction  with  'Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington.'  Why  doesn't  Co- 
lumbia make  a  statement  that  this 
picture  is  sold  individually  and  not 
in  blocks,  just  like  all  pictures  would 
be  sold  under  the  Neely  Bill?" 


Asher  Here  to  Discuss 

U.  K.  Plans  with  Columbia 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  results  of  the  negotiations  are 
expected  to  be  known  during  the 
current  week. 

Asher  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the  Coast  over  the  week-end,  accom- 
panied by  Joseph  Friedman,  Colum- 
bia's U.  K.  managing  director. 


Westway  Anti-Trust  Suit 

Hearing  Over  to  Dec.  7 

Baltimore  —  Another  and  final 
postponement  of  the  Westway  The- 
ater Co.  versus  the  Edgewood  The- 
ater and  seven  major  producing  com 
nanies  case  has  been  granted  by 
Judge  W.  Calvin  Chesnut  of  the 
Federal  District  Court  here  to  allow 
attorneys  for  the  defense  to  get 
denositions.  This  was  agreed  upon 
following  a  conference  between  at- 
torneys and  the  judge,  the  hear- 
ing being  postponed  from  November 
15  to  December  7. 


"Reign  of  Terror"  Ready 

Film  entitled  "Hitler's  Reign  Oi 
Terror"  is  ready  for  release,  it  was 
announced  yesterday  by  Jewel  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  distributors.  Orig- 
inal film  was  photographed  in  Ger- 
many bv  Cornelius  Vanderbilt  Jr. 
but  has  been  revised.  Edwin  C.  Hil! 
acts  as  commentator. 


Odeon  "Sets  Record" 
For  Rritish  Public 

London  (By  Cable) — Theaters  of  the 
Odeon  circuit  are  playing  a  phonograph 
record,  reproduced  from  a  British  Broad- 
casting Co.'s  pick-up  of  an  aerial  bat- 
tle over  the  Siegfried  Line,  as  an  added 
attraction  to  the  regular  film  programs. 
Oscar  Deutsch,  head  of  the  circuit,  heard 
the  broadcast  recently,  and,  impressed 
with  the  dramatic  quality  of  the  air 
fight,  determined  to  have  the  record 
made  available  to  the  public  through 
the    Odeon    houses. 


I  A  *n  Clinn  trt  \A/«l"1**  DAAfii  Hollywood — Conference  of  A  F  of  L  studio  unions  Tuesday  announced  that  IATSE 
1/"^  TO  Vllng  TO  ff  ugc  DOO5T--w0uj,|  refuse  the  producers'  request  that  it  voluntarily  relinquish  its  10  per  cent 
wage  increase  and  that  it  would  insist  that  a  similar  wage  boost  be  given  other  crafts.  Meyer  Lewis,  Western  regional  director  of  the  A  F  of  L, 
declared  international  A  F  of  L  would  give  its  support  to  the  studio  locals'  demand.  Ejy 
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TEN  CENTS 


UA  Domestic  Sales  $7,000,000  Ahead  of  Last  Year 

LIMITEDJELE  COMMERCJALIZATION  RECOMMENDED 

Kuykendall  Sees  Sharp  Change  in  Mediation  Attitude 


MPTOA  Prexy  Expects  it  to 
Result  from  "Impend- 
ing Developments" 

Warning  that  "the   choice   seems 
. again  to  lie  between  organized,  sys- 
tematic   mediation    and    more    and 
j  more  litigation,  which  may  also  wind 
up  in  new  statutory  regulation,"  and 
deplcring  that  "nothing  substantial 
has      been       accomplished"       while 
"abuses  and  injustices  continue  and 
[multiply"    Ed    Kuykendall,    MPTOA 
prexy,  in  a  bulletin  released  yester- 
day asserts,  "We  have  a  hunch  that 
impending   developments   will   bring 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

GN  COASTCREDITORS 
REACH  AN  AGREEMENT 

Hi 


FCC  10-POINT 
TELE  REPORT 

Asks     More     Stations,     Public 
Participation  in  Experiments 


West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Local  creditors  of 
Grand  National  yesterday  agreed  to 
settle  their  claims  against  GN  by 
accepting  $25,000  in  cash  and  $25,000 
participating  mortgage  to  be  given 
the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corp  by 
GN;  $50,000  in  12  months,  $50,000 
in    18    months    and    $50,000    in    24 

(Continued  cm  Page  8) 


SAG  Declines  IATSE  Bid 
to  Round  Table  Conference 


West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Screen    Actors    Guild 
has  declined  IATSE  invitation  to  at- 
tend a  round  table  meeting,  declar- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Staten  Island,  Too 

Drive  for  Eastern  production  under  the 
aegis  of  Mayor  F.  H.  LaCuardia  is  likely 
to  cause  a  furore  if  straws  in  the  wind 
are  any  indication.  In  a  letter  to  the 
Mayor  yesterday,  Borough  President 
Palma  states  that  Staten  Island  would 
be  ideal  for  picture  production.  Palma 
quotes  a  gent  who  once  said,  "God 
might  have  made  a  more  beautiful  place 
than  S.  I.  but  he  never  did,"  to  clinch 
his    argument. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Ten  specific  recom- 
mendations are  contained  in  the 
FCC  Television  Committee's  report, 
made  public  today.     They  are: 

1.  Greater  public  participation  in 
experimental  operation. 

2.  Construction  of  more  stations 
by  properly  qualified  applicants. 

3.  Elimination  of  any  regulation 
which  interferes  with  proper  busi- 
ness economic  processes. 

4.  Adoption  of  a  license  policy  for 
television  broadcasters. 

5.  Allocation  of  the  seven  lower 
frequency  channels  as  follows:  Three 
channels    to    metropolitan    districts 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Expect  4  A's  to  Push 

"One   Big  Union"   Plan 

With  Ken  Thomson,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild,  scheduled  to  arrive  here  from 
the  Coast  this  week,  indications  yes- 
terday pointed  to  a  speedy  push  on 
the  part  of  the  4-A  member  unions 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


FCC  Commission    Urges   Division  of  Licenses   Into 

Two  Classes — Not  Opposed  to  Station  Charges 

for  Program  Material,  Talent 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Limited  commercialization  of  television  would 
be  permitted  under  rules  recommended  to  the  Federal  Communi- 
cations Commission,  by  the  committee  headed  by  T.  A.  M. 
Craven  and  which  also  included  Commissioners  Norman  S.  Case 

and  Thad  H.  Brown.     The  commit- 


10%  WAGE  INCREASE 
FOR  ITOA  OPERATORS 


General  wage  increase  of  10  per 
cent  and  a  second  week's  vacation 
with  pay,  retroactive  to  Sept.  1, 
1939,  have  been  granted  Local  306, 
operators  union,  by  the  ITOA,  it  was 
announced  yesterday.  Ruling  covers 
between  600  and  700  members  of 
the  union  working  in  approximately 
300  ITOA  houses. 

Although  the  negotiations  between 
the  Local  and  the  ITOA  have  been 

{Continued  on  Page  3) 


Postpone  Adelphi  Theater 
Trust  Suit  for  Six  Weeks 


Chicago — Hearing  in  the  Adelphi 
theater  anti-trust  suit  against  B  & 
K  and  major  distribs.  was  postponed 
for  six  weeks  yesterday  at  the  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


UA  Plans  Larger  Program  With  More 
Producers  for  the  1940-41  Season 


Film  Theaters  in  Canada 

Increase  by  86  in  Year 


Montreal — The  number  of  theaters 
in  Canada  increased  by  86  to  1,113 
in  1938,  the  annual  survey  prepared 
by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics discloses.  Increase  in  number  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


United  Artists'  domestic  sales 
are  running  more  than  $7,000,000 
ahead  of  the  same  period  last  year, 
Murray  Silverstone,  the  company's 
top  executive,  declared  yesterday 
following  a  directors'  and  stockhold- 
ers' meeting.  It  was  explained,  how- 
ever, that  UA  has  more  pictures 
this  year  than  last,  but  the  figures 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


tee  urged  upon  the  FCC  the  division 
of  television  licenses  into  two  classi- 
fications to  facilitate  the  growth  of 
visual  broadcasting:  one  group  of 
stations  to  be  licensed  for  technical 
research  and  another  to  be  licensed 
to  develop  program  technique. 

Although  the  rules  would  prohibit 
television  broadcast  licensees  to 
make  any  charge,  directly  or  in- 
directly,   for    the     transmission     of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


GOV'T  MAY  REPHRASE 
EQUITY  SUIT  QUERIES 


After  a  conference  lasting  several 
hours  yesterday,  attorneys  for  the 
majors  and  Paul  Williams,  Special 
Assistant  Attorney  General,  an- 
nounced that  a  further  conference 
on   interrogatories    proposed   by   the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


FWC  Contempt  Case  Hearing 
on  Particulars  Bill  Dec.  4 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Federal  Judge  Camp- 
bell Beaumont  has  set  Dec.  4  as  the 
date  for  the  hearing  of  motion  made 
by    Fox    West    Coast    and    several 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Korda  Pix  for  M.  H. 

"Thief  of  Bagdad"  and  "Over  the 
Moon,"  both  Alexander  Korda  pictures, 
will  play  Radio  City  Music  Hall.  While 
no  dates  have  been  set,  deals  have  just 
been  signed  by  W.  S.  Van  Schmus  and 
Harry  Gold. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 12         12         12         

Col.Picts.  vtc.  <2'/2%>  7V8  7%  IVt  —  Va 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    18'/8     18'/g     18'/8  —  1% 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..     9y„       9'/8       9</8  —     % 

East.   Kodak   164       163       163         

do    pfd 

Gen.  Th.   Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 35Vi     35         35'/8   +     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    8%       8V4       8V4      

Paramount  1st  pfd.  88'/2  88V4  88i/4  +  iy4 
Paramount    2nd    pfd.       9y2       9i/2       9y2  —     'A 

Pathe  Film   103,4     10'/4     10y2     

RKO     1%       1%       15/3      

20th  Century-Fox .  .  .  13%  13'/2  13'/2  —  1/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  23 '/2  23 1/2  23 1/2  —  % 
Univ.     Pict.     pfd.  72         72         72       +3 

Warner  Bros 4%       4'/8       4V8      

do    pfd 47         47         47       +2 

NEW   YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.   F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.   3V2s46.  .100Vi   100       100y2    +      1/2 

Para.    B'way   3s55 .  .  .  .    47  Vi     47y4     47%      

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 l/4s47 

RKO    6s41     54         54         54      —     '/2 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1V8       1%        1%  —     Vs 

Technicolor     12%     12%     12%      

Trans-Lux     1%        1%        1%   +      % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 9  9  9       +     % 

N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film   7   pfd 100'/2   104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty  6s    1st   '47 

M3t.    Playhouse.    Inc.    2nd    Heb.    '45.    66         68 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 613/4     633,4 


SAFETY    LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729   Seventh    Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 
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ALCNG  THE 


with  PHIL  At.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     AS  a  rule entertaining  the  press  is  a  normal  practice 

of  the  ad  and  publicity  gentry but  last  night  in  Olsen  and 

Johnson's  Fifth  Ave.  Tavern the  tables  were  turned via  the 

Fourth  Estate  tendering  a  surprise  Testimonial  Turkey  Dinner  to  Oscar  A. 

Doob to  mark  a  full  decade  of  service  to  Loew's  Theaters 

and  to  the  press Dinner  Chairman  Ted  Friend  presented  to  Oscar 

on  behalf  of  his  numerous  hosts an  onyx  cigaret  box 

adorned    with    a    silver    plate Among   those    present    were    Frank 

Nugent,  Mitch  Woodbury,  Jack  Smith,  Kate  Cameron,  Bland  Johaneson, 
Bob    Coleman,    Frank    Farrell,    Allen   Smith,    Irene    Thirer,    Ben    Crisler, 

Wanda    Hale Eileen    Creelman,    Bill    Fritzinger,    Irv    Hoffman,    Art 

Darmstader,  Al  Blackford plus  Ye  Trade  Press augmented  by 

Lynn  Farnol,  Monroe  Greenthal,  Maurice  Bergman,  Bob  Gillham,  Alec 
Moss,  Al  Wilkie,  Hazel  Flynn,  John  Balaban  and  Perry  Charles 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     SHIFTING  from  drumsticks  to  portions  of  pork 

be  it  recorded  that  in  handling  advance  publicity  for  the  huge 
barbecue scheduled  for  Albany,  Ga.,  tomorrow Para- 
mount is  said  to  be  the  first  pix  org to  obtain  full  newspaper 

syndicate  coverage with  eight  writers  and  photogs  represent- 
ing the  leading  wire  services  out  of  New  York Crew  is  now 

en  route  to  the  southern  city under  guidance  of  Tom  Waller 

Para.'s  N.  Y.  syndicate  contact This  advance  stunt  wiU 

give  Para.'s  "The  Biscuit  Eater" (ain't  this  the  eatenest  in- 
dustry y'ever  saw!) coverage  in  more  than  1,500  U.  S.  news- 
papers  representing  a  readership  of  an  estimated  60,000,000. 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     GODSPEED   the    "Night   of   Stars" tonight    in   Madison 

Square   Garden.. always   the   greatest  "living"   entertainment 

significant   because    it   is    dedicated   to   the    lofty    proposition that 

others  may  live in  Peace,  Freedom  and  Tolerance 


List  Unsecured  Debts 

of  Imperator,  Wilcox  Prod. 

London  (By  Cable) — Statement  of 
affairs  of  Imperator  Films,  in  vol- 
untary liquidation,  lists  $622,985 
owing-  to  unsecured  creditors,  among 
whom  are  Herbert  Wilcox  ($136,165) 
and  Anna  Neagle  ($127,885).  Both 
Wilcox  and  Miss  Neagle  have  cabled 
from  Hollywood  expressing  the  wish 
that  their  claims  be  set  aside  until 
other  creditors  have  been  paid. 

Herbert  Wilcox  Productions,  also 
in  voluntary  liquidation,  lists  debts 
to  unsecured  creditors  of  $310,125. 

Sir  Harold  Moore  is  liquidator 
for  both  firms,  though  creditors  are 
discussing  appointment  of  a  co- 
liquidator. 


Odeon  Theaters  Reports 
52-Wk.  Profit  of  $2,549,990 


London  (By  Cable) — Odeon  The- 
aters for  the  52  weeks  ending  June 
24.  1939,  announces  a  profit  of  ap- 
proximately $2,549,990,  an  increase 
of  $709,055  over  the  previous  52 
weeks. 


Lois  Weber,  Film  Director, 
Dies  After  Long  Illness 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — -Lois  Weber,  one  of 
the  few  women  directors  of  motion 
pictures,  is  dead  at  the  age  of  56, 
following  a  lingering  illness.  Among 
feminine  stars  she  helped  advance 
to  stardom  were  Anita  Stewart,  Bil- 
He  Dove,  Claire  Windsor  and  Mildred 
Harris. 

In  1906  she  married  Phillips  Smal- 
ley,  actor.  In  1922  they  were  di- 
vorced and  in  1926  she  married 
Capt.  Harry  Gantz,  a  retired  army 
officer,  from  whom  she  was  al=o  di- 
vorced. "The  Marriage  Clause"  was 
her  last  picture. 


Four  Bands  in  Parade 

for  Kyser  Pix  Premiere 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C— With  final 
plans  set  for  the  premiere  here  to- 
night of  RKO's  "That's  Right,  You're 
Wrong"  at  the  Carolina  and  Center 
theaters,  four  bands  including  500 
nieces  have  been  set  to  march  in 
this  morning's  parade. 

A  tremendous  advertising  and  ex- 
ploitation campaign  on  the  film  has 
been  put  on  in  this  region,  with 
overflow   crowds   expected   today. 


cominG  mid  come 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK.  board  chairman  o« 
20th-Fox,    left    for    the    Coast   yesterday. 

JULIUS  J.  and  PHILIP  C.  EPSTEIN,  Warner 
writers,  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the  Coast 
to    look    over    the    Broadway    plays. 

GEORGE     J.     SCHAEFER,     NED     E.       ai<NET. 

barret  Mccormick,  cresson  SMnme  ken 

HALLAM,  DAVID  BUTLER  and  KAY  KYSER 
are  in  Rocky  Mount,  N.  C,  today  for  the  pre- 
miere there  tonight  of  "That's  Right,  You're 
Wrong." 

ARTHUR  HOWARD,  business  manager  of  the 
Independent  Theater  Owners  of  New  England. 
is   in   New  York. 

MONROE  GREENTHAL,  exploitation  director 
for  United  Artists,  leaves  this  week  for  To- 
ronto   on    business. 

WILLIAM  SUSSMAN,  Eastern  division  man- 
ager for  20th-Fox,  returns  to  New  York  this 
week-end   from  a  swing   through   his  territory. 

KEN  THOMSON,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Screen  Actors'  Cuild,  arrives  here  this  week 
from    Hollywood. 

SIG  SCHLAGER,  Producers  Corporation  of 
America  prexy,  has  returned  to  New  York  after 
a  brief  visit  to  Detroit  where  he  conferred  with 
John  Charles  Thomas  who  stars  in  the  com- 
pany's   first    production. 

MICHAEL  HARVEY  leaves  for  the  Coast  to- 
day to  start  work  under  a  new  Warner  contract. 

VERE   ZORINA   left   for   Hollywood   yesterday 

DAVID    NIVEN    sailed    on    the   S.    S.    Rex    for 

England. 


Short  Production  Revival 

Likely  if  Features  Lead 

Revival  of  strong  production  ac- 
tivity in  the  East  would  stimulate 
producing  of  shorts  in  New  York, 
in  the  opinion  of  Lou  Diamond,  head 
of  Paramount's  short  subject  depart- 
ment. 

Diamond  pointed  out  yesterday 
that  he  would  prefer  to  make  shorts 
in  the  East  but  that  the  best  talent 
was  in  Hollywood.  If  Eastern  ac- 
tivity would  increase,  he  added,  it 
would  attract  comedians  and  other 
talent  to  New  York.  As  it  is  now, 
Eastern  short  production  must  de- 
pend on  what  talent  happens  to  be 
here. 

As  to  the  possibilities  of  Mayor 
LaGuardia's  plan  to  step  up  picture 
making  in  New  York,  Diamond  said 
that  some  may  look  upon  it  as  a 
"pipe  dream"  but  that  if  the  proper 
initiative  and  power  are  put  behind 
the  move,  anything  can  happen. 


III.  Allied  Defers  Meet 

Chicago — Scheduled  meeting  of  Il- 
linois Allied  yesterday  to  discuss  a 
co-op  buying  plan  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN   HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Time 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«>ith  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY    HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum    and   Harry  Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat 
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CHANGE  IN  MEDIATION  Limited  Television  Commercialization   FOG'S  TELE  REPORT 
ATTITUDE  IS  FORECAST    Recommended  by  FCC  Committee  URGES  MORE  STATIONS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
about  a  sharp  change  of  attitude  all 
of  a  sudden." 

"When  such  a  change  does  occur, 
and?'  jbecomes  possible  to  go  ahead 
again  with  effective  self -regulation 
in  distribution  and  exhibition,  it  will 
require  organized  co-operation  and  a 
real  effort,"  Kuykendall  concludes. 

Bulletin  reviews  the  recent 
MPTOA  board  meeting,  cites  the 
menace  of  drastic  taxes  on  admis- 
sions, the  drive  for  the  Neely  bill 
and  the  four  major  trade  practice 
abuses  as  viewed  by  the  exhib.  or- 
ganization— selection  of  pictures  in 
wholesale  buying,  overbuying  to  de- 
prive a  competitor  of  pictures,  un- 
reasonable clearance  between  the- 
aters and  cut-throat  competition  be- 
tween theaters. 

First  abuse  named,  Kuykendall 
says,  "can  be  easily  solved  by  an 
option  to  cancel  pictures  in  every 
contract.  That  is  entirely  up  to  the 
distributors."  In  the  instance  of  the 
second  and  third,  he  continues, 
"Again  the  choice  lies  primarily  with 
the  distributors."  As  for  the  fourth, 
he  observes,  "Mediation  is  certain- 
ly needed  when  exhibitors  start  de- 
stroying each  other,  and  the  distrib- 
utors lose  plenty  of  revenue  as  a  re- 
sult of  these  reckless  policies." 

"Public  opinion  is  definitely 
aroused  against  block-booking  and 
blind-selling  and  has  forced  the 
Neely  bill  through  the  Senate,  even 
though  the  public  has  little  or  no 
understanding  of  either  block-book- 
ing or  the  Neely  bill,"  the  bulletin 
asserts. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


British  Lion  Turnover 

Up  20%,  Smith  States 

London  (By  Cable)— S.  W.  Smith 
of  British  Lion  at  the  company's  an- 
nual meeting  stated  that,  although 
the    company    had    passed    through 

i  two  periods  of  international  ci'isis 
which  had  seriously  affected  the  film 

.  industry,  the  British  Lion  turnover 

1  had  increased  by  20  per  cent. 

Theaters  are  better  attended  now, 

!  he  asserted,  despite  the  blackout, 
than  they  were  immediately  after 
war   started. 


laf>mX 


iRTHV 
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Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  15 

Lewis   Stone 

Herbert   Rawlinson 

Crover  Jones 

Samuel  Ornitz 


either  aural  or  visual  programs,  it 
was  explained  that  sponsorship  is 
not  banned  provided  such  sponsor- 
ship is  primarily  for  the  purpose  of 
experimental  program  development. 
It  was  understood  that  the  commit- 
tee is  adamant  against  exploitation 
of  television  time  but  was  not  op- 
posed to  the  licensees  receiving 
funds  for  program  material  and 
talent. 

96  Allocations 
A  plan  of  allocation  was  outlined 
for  the  commission  which  would  per- 
mit the  granting  of  licenses  in  96 
metropolitan  centers  throughout  the 
nation.  However  it  was  pointed  out 
that  departures  might  be  necessary 
as  experience  is  gained  by  the  FCC 
from  actual  operations  of  licensed 
stations.  Only  seven  of  the  nineteen 
television  channels  are  developed 
sufficiently  now,  the  committee 
found,  and  these  seven  (below  108,- 
000  kc.)  were  suggested  as  the  start- 
ing point  for  broadcast  operations. 
"In  order  to  insure  a  fair  and 
equitable  distribution  of  the  seven 
lower  frequency  channels  to  the 
various  communities  of  the  nation, 
the  Committee  is  of  the  opinion," 
the  three  commissioners  declared, 
"that  as  a  general  allocation  plan 
or  policy,  not  more  than  the  follow- 
ing number  of  these  seven  channels 
should  be  made  available  for  the 
licensing  of  television  stations  in 
cities  below  indicated: 

"Cities  whose  metropolitan  dis- 
tricts exceed  1,000,000  population, 
3  channels. 

"Cities  whose  metropolitan  dis- 
tricts are  not  less  than  500,000  or 
more  than  one  million  population,  2 
channels. 

"Cities  whose  metropolitan  dis- 
tricts are  less  than  500,000  popula- 
tion, 1  channel." 

Where  there  are  more  applicants 
from  any  one  district  than  there  are 
facilities  available,  it  was  suggested 
that  advantage  should  be  taken,  for 
the  time  being,  of  time-sharing 
agreements. 

Public  is  Key  to  Progress 
The  public  is  the  key  to  further 
progress  in  television,  the  commit- 
tee reiterated  throughout  its  report 
and  although  steps  were  taken  to  en- 
courage television  there  was  re- 
peated warning  that  extreme  prom- 
ises might  easily  mean  irreparable 
damage.  Programs  having  a  high 
public  appeal  were  recommended  as 
the  means  for  wooing  public  support 
for  television  but  it  was  explained 
that  immediate  commercialization  of 
television  program  service  would  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  mem- 
bers, increase  the  sale  of  receivers. 
On  the  contrary,  they  warned,  it 
might  easily  result  in  the  retarda- 
tion of  such  sales. 

It  was  estimated  that  less  than  a 
thousand   receivers   have   been    sold 
the    committee's    first    report 


York 


all  of  those   sold   are   in   New 
City. 

"Premature  commercialization," 
it  was  said,  "might  crystallize  em- 
ployment and  wage  levels  before  a 
new-born  art  and  industry  has  any 
opportunity  to  gain  sufficient  experi- 
ence to  obtain  the  stability  in  this 
phase  of  the  service  which  is  so 
essential  to  employer  and  employe 
alike." 

Keeping  in  mind  that  the  rules 
of  today  can  be  different  from  those 
of  tomorrow,  the  three  commission- 
ers declared  that  today  there  is  no 
"circulation"  in  television  to  attract 
any  sponsor  as  a  logical  media.  "It 
appears  obvious,"  said  they,  "that 
before  commercialization  of  televis- 
ion can  become  feasible,  the  service 
should  be  ready  to  sell  some  reason- 
able basis  of  circulation  value  to  the 
sponsor." 

More    Developments    Needed 

Extensive  developments  are  yet  to 
be  accomplished  before  the  public 
can  be  informed  that  television  is  a 
dependable  service,  and  that  tele- 
vision receivers  can  be  bought  with 
the  same  assurances  that  go  with 
the  sale  of  an  ordinary  receiving  set, 
the  committee  declared.  Yet,  it  was 
said  that  electronic  systems  have 
been  reached  for  the  transmission 
and  reception  of  programs  to  such 
a  degree  that  these  systems  justify 
public  trial. 

In  general,  the  commissioners  de- 
clared, the  most  important  of  the 
many  reasons  for  public  apathy  ap- 
peared to  be:  (1)  Lack  of  facilities 
on  a  nation-wide  scale;  (2)  Lack  of 
program  service  both  in  quality  and 
quantity  in  any  community;  (3) 
Hesitation  to  purchase  costly  re- 
ceivers at  an  early  stage  of  tech- 
nical development,  and  (4)  Lack  of 
sufficient  information  upon  which  to 
base  a  logical  licensing  policy. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  excess  of  1,000,000  population; 
two  channels  to  areas  of  between 
500,000  and  1,000,000,  and  one  chan- 
nel for  districts  of  less  than  500,000. 

6.  Stimulation  of  technical  devel- 
opment on  additional  channels  now 
reserved  for  television. 

7.  Development  of  program  ser- 
vice in  conjunction  with  research 
and   experimentation. 

8.  Establishment  of  minimum  re- 
quirements for  television  transmit- 
ters. 

9.  Protection  of  the  public,  as  far 
as  possible,  against  loss  through  ob- 
solescence in  receivers. 

10.  Modification  of  prohibition 
against  commercialism  to  permit 
sponsorship  on  experimental  pro- 
grams, under  certain  conditions. 


SAG  Declines  IATSE  Bid 
to  Round  Table  Conference 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  there  is  no  issue  on  wages  pend- 
ing between  the  Guild  and  produc- 
ers and  that  it  is  the  Guild's  under- 
standing that  the  A  F  of  L  confer- 
ence was  to  obtain  wage  increases 
for  some  IA  unions,  specifically  ex- 
cluding the  talent  guild  and  that  the 
question  of  IA  retianing  or  relin- 
quishing its  10  per  cent  increase  is 
an  issue  between  the  union  and  pro- 
ducers. 

The  Guild  further  declared  that 
"for  unions  to  take  the  initiative  in 
marshaling  or  circulating  employers' 
arguments  is  both  bad  labor  union 
practice  and  entirely  unnecessary  for 
employers,  particularly  producing 
employers,  are  well  able  to  look 
out  for  their  own  interests." 

The   Screen  Writers  Guild  reiter- 


10  Per  Cent  Wage  Increase 
for  ITOA  Projectionists 

(Continued  from  Page  \) 

in  arbitration  for  some  time,  the  an- 
nouncement came  as  somewhat  of  a 
surprise  as  only  three  meetings  of 
the  arbitration  board  had  been  held. 
Yearly  negotiations  between  306 
and  the  ITOA  are  provided  for  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  10-year  master 
agreement  between  the  two  organi- 
zations which  runs  to  Aug.  31,  1947. 
Contract  also  provides  for  arbitra- 
tion in  the  event  of  a  deadlock  in 
negotiations. 

The  lowest  raise  per  man  per  week 
is  approximately  $5.20,  with  this 
figure  scaling  upward  in  the  case 
of  larger  theaters.  Certain  other 
adjustments  in  conditions  were  also 
made.  Dr.  Paul  Abelson  served  as 
impartial  chairman  of  the  arbitra- 
tion board.  W.  French  Githens  and 
David  Weinstock  represented  the 
ITOA,  and  Joseph  D.  Basson,  presi- 
dent of  Local  306,  and  Charles  Keil- 
burn  represented  the  Local. 


FWC  Contempt  Case  Hearing 
on  Particulars  Bill  Dec.  4 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

major  distributing  companies  asking 
that  the  Government  file  a  bill  of 
particulars  in  its  case  against  Fox 
West  Coast  and  the  companies  for 
criminal  contempt  for  asserted  viola- 
tion of  the  1930  consent  decree. 

It  is  also  expected  that  the  de- 
fendants will  be  required  to  enter  a 
plea  of  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the 
criminal  contempt  charge  on  that 
date. 


.    ated  its  stand  that  it  preferred  to 
in  May  of  this  year,  and  that  nearly '  deal  with  producers  independently. 


Bill  Miller  Dies 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Ranger  Bill  Miller, 
one  of  the  early  comboy  film  stars, 
is  dead  here  at  61.  He  won  fame  in 
the  early  days  of  the  silent  films  with 
his  horse  known  as  "King,  the  Won- 
der Horse."  Miller  always  referred 
to  himself  as  the  adopted  son  of 
"Buffalo  Bill"  Cody. 
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Paramount  presents  FRANK  LLOYD'S 


RULERS  OF  THE  SEA 


starring    DoUglQS 


with  George  Bancroft   •    Montagu  Love    •    Produced  and  Directed  by  FRANK  LLOYD    •   A  Para 
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nks,  Jr.  •  Margaret  Lock  wood  >  Will.  Fyffe 

Cture    •    Story  and  Screen  Play  by  Talbot  Jennings,  Frank  Cavett  and  Richard  Collins 


Five  out  of  five 
N.  Y.  women 
critics  agree! 


KATE 
CAMERON 

Absorbing   and        ^- 
dramatic  ...  an         V 
impressive  and  enjoyable  spec- 
tacle." —New  York  Daily  News 


EILEEN 
CREELMAN 

"An  outstanding 
production,  mel- 
odrama imaginatively  directed, 
sturdily  acted.  Interesting  and 
exciting."  —New  York  Sun 


ROSE 
PELSWICK 

"Thoroughly  ab- 
sorbing... boast- 
ing of  one  of  the  year's  finest 
performances — that  of  Will 
Fyffe."    —New  York  Journal- American 


IRENE 
THIRER 

"Fine  entertain- 
ment, produced 
on  a  grand  scale,  and  sure  to 
impress. 


BLAND 
JOHANESON 

"A  rousing  pic- 
ture and  a  vast 
one,  designed  to  delight." 

—New  York  Daily  Mirror 


Fast  and  furious  fun  that  will  bring   em  on  the 
run . . .  and  leave  'em  breathless  with  laughter! 


DOUGLAS  BLONDELL 


with  RUTH  DONNELLY  •  CLA 

Screen  play  by  Dwight  Taylor,  Sy  Bartlett,  Richard  Maibaum  •  Directed  by  ALEXANDER   HALL 
Associate  Producer  EVERETT  RISKIN  .  A  COLUMBIA  PICTURE 
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UA  DOMESTIC  SALES 
$7,000,000  AHEAD 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
reflect  the  fine  reception  given  to  the 
program    by    the    country's    leading 
exhibitors,  Silverstone  asserted. 

None  of  the  owners  was  present. 
each  being  represented  by  his  at- 
torney or  proxy.  All  directors  were 
re-elected  and  Herbert  Maas,  form- 
er representative  for  the  late  Irv- 
ing Thalberg,  was  elected  a  director 
to  represent  Mary  Pickford.  Maas 
replaced  Theodore  Caruso. 

Between  now  and  the  end  of  the 
season,  United  Artists  will  have  14 
or  15  pictures  ready  for  release, 
Silverstone  said.  Next  season's  pro- 
gram is  well  along  in  the  preparation 
stage  and  Silverstone  said  that  it 
would  include  a  larger  number  of 
pictures  and  that  more  producers 
would  be  added  to  the  roster.  He 
indicated  that  next  season  would 
begin  earlier  than  in  the  past. 

The  company,  it  was  said,  will 
strive  for  a  "bold  policy"  in  map- 
ping out  the  new  season,  with  plans 
to  go  ahead  on  an  ambitious  pro- 
gram despite  the  war  in  Europe  and 
the  resultant  curtailment  of  foreign 
revenue. 

Alexander  Korda's  contribution  to 
the  UA  lineup  next  season  will  be 
largely  up  to  Korda,  himself,  Silver- 
stone said,  but  he  stressed  the  fact 
that  it  would  represent  a  substantia) 
part  of  the  program.  He  said  that 
Korda  had  all  the  money  he  needed 
for  production.  "The  Lion  Has 
Wings,"  recently  completed  by  Kor- 
da, will  be  released  in  England  on 
Nov.  20  with  150  prints  available, 
the  largest  number  ever  released  in 
Britain.  The  picture  opens  next 
week  in  Canada. 

David  O.  Selznick  already  has 
signed  a  contract  to  produce  for  UA 
next  season,  it  was  said.  The  num- 
ber of  pictures  was  not  revealed. 

While  Samuel  Goldwyn's  status 
was  not  discussed,  in  view  of  various 
Coast  rumors  regarding  his  possible 
affiliation  with  other  companies,  Sil- 
verstone covered  the  situation  by 
emphasizing  the  fact  that  all  UA 
producers  had  ironclad  contracts  pro- 
hibiting them  from  making"  pictures 
for  any  other  distributor  until  1945. 

Silverstone  plans  to  leave  shortly 
for  the  Coast  to  discuss  product  with 
the  producers. 

Attending  yesterday's  conferences 
were  Charles  Schwartz,  representing 
Charles  Chaplin;  Dennis  O'Brien  for 
Douglas  Fairbanks;  James  Mulvey 
for  Samuel  Goldwyn;  Manny  Silver- 
stone for  Alexander  Korda,  and  Her- 
bert Maas  for  Mary  Pickford. 


Trend  to  Smaller  Theaters  In  Mid-East 

Cincinnati — Small  film  theaters  are  springing  up  throughout  the  Mid-East.  Latest 
ventures  being  Southside,  Irontown.  opened  by  Rudy  Skirball;  a  new  600-seater  at  Pres- 
tonberg,  Ky.,  being  built  on  the  Big  Sandy  River  by  W.  C.  Elliott;  a  350-seat  house 
at  Inez,  Ky.,  built  by  W.  Fairchild;  and  300-seat  house  at  Raceland,  Ky.,  being  erected 
by  Mandell  Jossowitz.  At  Beverley,  O.,  C.  O.  Dixon  is  erecting  a  new  house,  the 
Dixon,  to  be  opened  Dec.  1. 


World's  Three 

With  "Mill  On  the  Floss"  opening 
yesterday  at  the  Astor,  World  Pictures 
has  three  films  playing  New  York  first- 
run  houses  simultaneously,  "Mill  On  the 
Floss,"  a  Standard  Picture,  is  being  re- 
leased In  the  Metropolitan  area  by 
World  under  a  franchise  agreement. 
Other  two  films  now  playing  are  'Mar- 
seillaise" at  the  Cameo  and  "The  First 
Film  Concert"  at  the  Fifth  Ave.  Play- 
house. 


Film  Theaters  in  Canada 

Increase  by  86  in  Year 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

theaters  was  greatest  in  Manitoba 
and  Alberta. 

Employment  increased  slightly 
with  the  number  of  new  theaters 
while  salaries  and  wages  reported 
remained  steady.  Working  proprie- 
tors and  firm  members  (including 
members  of  proprietors'  families  em- 
ployed without  a  stated  salary)  were 
recorded  for  the  first  time.  These, 
together  with  all  other  employes, 
made  up  a  total  of  6,229  males  and 
2,075  females  engaged  in  Canadian 
theaters  during  1938.  The  total  pay- 
roll, including  employes'  salaries  and 
proprietors'  salaries  when  reported, 
amounted  to  $6,058,400,  or  18  per 
cent  of  the  year's  receipts.  This  is 
exclusive  of  the  compensation  of 
769  persons  including  proprietors 
and  members  of  their  families  to 
whom   no  stated   salary  was  paid. 

Provincial  figures  for  admissions 
show  few  large  increases  except  in 
Manitoba  and  Alberta  where  a  num- 
ber of  new  theaters  reported.  Al- 
berta reported  5.8  per  cent  more  ad- 
missions than  in  1937  while  Mani- 
toba was  up  by  3.8  per  cent.  Gains 
for  other  provinces  were  3.7  per  cent 
for  Ontario.  2.9  per  cent  for  British 
Columbia.  2.5  per  cent  for  New 
Brunswick.  2.4  per  cent  for  Nova 
Scotia  and  0.7  per  cent  for  Saskat- 
chewan. Attendance  in  Quebec  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  remained  un- 
changed from   1937. 


West  Coast  Creditors  of  GN 
Agree  to  Claims  Settlement 

(Continued  from  Pope  1) 

months  under  restrictions  imposed 
by  RFC,  with  E.  W.  Hammons'  sal- 
ary to  be  limited. 

Participating  with  local  creditors 
in  the  mortgage  to  be  given  RFC  are 
Erpi  for  the  amount  of  $1,000,000. 
National  City  Bank,  $15,000,  and 
Allen   Freedman  $10,000. 


Industry  Leaders  Attend  B'Nai 
Brith  Meet  Tomorrow  Night 

Tomorrow  evening's  Charter  Meet- 
ing of  Cinema  Lodge,  B'Nai  Brith, 
originally  scheduled  for  the  Sun 
Room  of  the  Hotel  Edison,  will  be 
held  in  the  hotel's  Grand  Ballroom 
because  of  the  tremendous  demand 
for  invitations,  it  was  announced 
yesterday  by  A.  W.  Schwalberg, 
president  of  the  Lodge. 

Film  industry  leaders  including 
Major  Albert  Warner,  Barney  Bala- 
ban  and  Jack  Cohn,  are  expected  to 
attend  the  meeting,  at  which  the 
charter  will  be  presented  by  Hari*y 
B.  Epstein,  president  of  the  District 
Grand  Lodge  No.  1,  B'Nai  Brith. 


Expect  4  A's  to  Push 

"One   Big  Union"   Plan 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  iron  out  the  "one  big  union"  plan, 
and  the  question  of  jurisdiction  in 
the  television  field. 

With  partial  commercialization  of 
television  favored  by  the  FCC  com- 
mittee report,  made  public  today, 
quick  determination  of  tele  juris- 
diction becomes  essential.  Adoption 
of  the  report  by  the  full  commission 
will  pave  the  way  for  station  charges 
to   sponsors  for   talent. 


Postpone  Adelphi  Theater 
Trust  Suit  for  Six  Weeks 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

quest  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel. 
Attorneys  explained  to  the  Court 
that  they  desired  to  await  the  de- 
cision in  the  Government's  contempt 
proceedings  against  B  &  K  before 
continuing. 


GOV'T  MAY  REPHRASE 
EQUITY  SUIT  QUERIES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

government  and  United  Artists  will 
be  held  tomorrow  at  10:30.  The 
discussion  yesterday  centered  ^tbout 
the  Government  interrogatorlme'and 
the  exactness  of  various  definitions 
of  trade  terms  used  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  its  questions. 

It  was  reliably  stated  that  the 
Government  will  rephrase  a  number 
of  the  interrogatories  so  as  to  limit 
their  scope,  and  define  with  more 
exactness.  In  this  way,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  burden  upon  the  ma- 
jor companies  in  reference  to  the 
necessity  of  furnishing  information 
covered  by  a  lengthy  period  of  time 
will  be  considerably  lightened. 

After  the  terminology  and  scope 
of  the  interrogatories  have  been 
finally  fixed,  major  company  attor- 
neys said,  a  considerable  period  of 
time  will  be  allowed  for  answering 
the  questions.  At  the  conference 
scheduled  for  tomorrow,  upon  com- 
pletion of  consideration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment interrogatories  those  inter- 
posed by  United  Artists  will  be  taken 
up  for  consideration. 


"In  the  name  of  Saint  Patrick,  d '  ya  think 
I'd  eat  a  man's  grub  an'  then  shoot  him 
down?  Begorra,  'tis  snakes  ye  are!" 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS 

WEAVER  BROTHERS  and  ELVIRY 

ROY  ROGERS  •  MARIS  WRIXON 

A    Republic    Picture 


M    -i»    MJ.     A      ID 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Strike  Threat  Intimated  in  AFL  Studio  Union  Demand 

EXPECT JRITISH  TO  REVEAL  FILM  P0LICT  TODAY 

ITOA  Calls  on  Stars  to  State  Their  Radio  Attitude 


Other    Exhibitor    Units    Back 

ITOA  Drive  to  Force 

Stars  Off  the  Air 

The  ITOA  yesterday  announced 
that  it  had  obtained  the  co-operation 
of  other  exhibitor  organizations 
throughout  the  country  in  a  cam- 
paign intended  to  rid  radio  of  mo- 
tion picture  stars.  Letters  were  sent 
to  prominent  players  who  have  ap- 
peared on  air  programs  during  the 
last  month,  asking  them  point  blank, 
according  to  the  ITOA  statement, 
whether    they    intended    to    compete 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


BRANDT  EXTENDS  TOUR 
TO  COVER  13  CITIES 


Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president, 
has  expanded  his  original  plans  to 
journey  to  the  Coast  on  industry 
matters,  insofar  as  they  affect  his 
organization  and  indie  bodies  work- 
ing in  concert  with  ITOA,  to  vir- 
tually a  national  tour,  during  which 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Goldenson  Will  Replace 

Phillips  on  PTSC  Board 

Leonard  Goldenson  is  slated  to 
replace  the  late  E.  Paul  Phillips  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  Paramount 
Theaters  Service  Corp.  Goldenson, 
a  member  of  Paramount's  legal  de- 
partment, also  is  to  be  named  assis- 
tant secretary  of  the  service  com- 
pany. 

Phillips  was  killed  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  in  Minnesota  on  Nov.  1. 


RKO  Takes  Over  N.  C.  Town 
for  Opening  of  Kyser  Pix 

Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. — Kay  Kyser 
and  incidentally  RKO  Radio  took 
over  this  town  yesterday,  the  oc- 
casion being  the  world  premiere  of 
"That's  Right,  You're  Wrong"  in 
which  Kyser  stars.  Normal  popula- 
tion was  doubled  to  50,000  during  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Time  Limit  for  Filing  of  U/Vs  Answers 

in  Equity  Suit  Is  Extended  to  Nov.  30 

Stipulation  was  filed  yesterday  in  the  Federal  Court  granting  United  Artists  Corp. 
an  extension  of  time  until  Nov.  30  to  file  answers  to  the  Government's  interrogatories 
in  its  equity  suit  against  the  majors.  Although  no  other  stipulations  have  been  filed, 
it  was  reliably  stated   that  other  major  defendants  will   receive  a  similar  extension. 


NBC  Still  Quests  for  Tele  Sponsors 
to  Defray  Production,  Talent  Costs 


NBC  will  continue  to  seek  tele- 
vision "sponsors"  to  defray  talent 
and  production  costs,  following  the 
recommendation  of  the  FCC  tele- 
vision committee  that  two  classes 
of  stations  be  established.  Network 
will  also  seek  a  new  type  of  tele- 
vision license  if  the  FCC  approves 
its  commiteee's  report  setting  up 
two  groups — one  to  develop  technical 


research,  the  other  to   develop  pro- 
grams. 

Several  months  ago  NBC  made 
the  first  move  toward  commerciali- 
zation, when  it  invited  sponsors  to 
underwrite  talent  and  production 
costs  in  return  for  plugs  via  tele- 
vision. FCC  Committee  recommen- 
dation is  regarded  as  official  appro- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"Smith"  Sold  Singly,  Col.  Tells  Neely  Backers 


Taking  cognizance  of  the  contro- 
versial issues  incident  to  the  release 
of  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
A.  Montague,  Columbia's  sales  chief, 
yesterday  issued  the  following  state- 
ment: 

"There  need  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  how  Frank  Capra's  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  To  Washington"  is  sold 
by    Columbia.        Much    propaganda 


has  gone  forth  in  an  effort  to  con- 
vince members  of  Congress  that  the 
Neely  Bill  is  a  necessity  because  ex- 
hibitors have  purchased  this  out- 
standing picture  as  a  part  of  Colum- 
bia's program  for  1939-40.  Capra's 
'Mr.  Smith'  has  been  and  is  being 
sold  as  an  individual  picture,  under 
an    individual   picture   contract.      It 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


AFL  Studio  Union 
to  2:30  Monday 


Gives  Producers 
to  Grant  Demand 


Arrangements  for  "GWTW" 
Premiere  Nearly  Complete 

»  Atlanta,  Ga. — While  prices  for 
the  premiere  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  at  Loew's  Grand  here  on  Dec. 
15  are  yet  to  be  determined,  75 
cents-$1.50  scale  will  prevail  for  the 
two-a-day  run  of  the  pix  which 
will  start  the  following  day,  it  was 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


By  RALPH  WILK 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — That  producers  must 
grant  A  F  of  L  studio  union  a  flat 
10  per  cent  increase  in  the  present 
base  rate  of  pay  by  2:30  p.m.  on 
Monday,  Nov.  20  was  the  ultimatum 
issued  at  a  meeting  of  producers 
and  A  F  of  L  studio  union  represen- 
tatives yesterday. 

Producers    stated    that    the    time 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Home    Offices    Hear    Stanley 

Baldwin      to      Define 

Gov't  Position 

Future  activities  of  American  com- 
panies in  England  are  expected  to 
hinge  on  a  statement  reportedly  to 
be  made  today  in  Parliament  by 
Stanley  Baldwin.  According  to  ad- 
vices to  home  office  yesterday,  Bald- 
win will  clarify  the  Government's 
attitude  towards  films  and  may  an- 
nounce an  official  stand,  including 
a  statement  on  "defreezing"  of  U.  S. 
revenues. 

If  pictures  are  to  be  officially  re- 
garded as  a  necessity  to  uphold  mo- 
rale, it  is  believed  by   some  that   a 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


GN  CREDITORS  AGREE 
ON  PAYMENT  PROGRAM 


Approximately  15  Grand  National 
creditors  met  yesterday  at  the  Hotel 
Abbey  and  agreed  to  accept  a  plan 
for  payment  based  on  the  assurance 
that  GN's  refinancing  negotiations 
will  be  completed.  It  was  decided 
that  a  committee  would  not  be  cre- 
ated to  represent  the  creditors,  those 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Seal  for  "Berlin"  Waits 

on  National  Title  Change 

Although  the  MPPDA  has  ap- 
proved the  picture  made  under  the 
title  of  "Hitler,  the  Beast  of  Ber- 
lin," the  Hays  office  has  not  okayed 
that  title  nor  the  substitute,  "Beasts 
of  Berlin."  However,  the  picture 
under  the  latter  title  opens  at  the 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Wolf  and  Fuld  File  New 

Loew  Stockholders  Suit 


Stockholders  suit  was  started  yes- 
terday in  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  against  Loew's,  Inc.,  Amer- 
ican Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 
Western  Electric  Co..  of  New  York, 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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Offer  5  Cent  Wage  Boost 
to  St.  Louis  Ushers  Union 


«                               m 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 11%     1134     11%  —     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    71/4       7  7      —     Vs 

Columbia   Picts.  pfd..    I8V2     18V2     W/z   +     % 

Con.  Fm.   Ind l'/8       1%       V/a  —     Vs 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..     95/8       9%       9%   +     y4 

East.     Kodak     163'/4  163       163         

do    pfd 168       168       168       +5 

Cen.  Th.   Eq 13         13         13         

Loew's,    Inc 355/8    35%    35%  +     % 

do    pfd 106%  106%  1065/g  +     l/8 

Paramount    8V2       8%       8%  4-     % 

Paramount   1st  pfd...   90         89%     90       +  134 
Paramount   2nd    pfd..     93£       934       9%  -f-     % 

Pathe    Film    11  Vg     103/8     10%  +     % 

RKO    iy2      n/2      iy2  _    Vs 

20th    Century-Fox    ..   133,4     13%     13%   +     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd . 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner  Bros 4%       4%       4%     

do  pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.10iy4  101       101  %  +     % 
Loew's    deb.    3y2s46. 100^4  100y4  100y4  —     % 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   47'/2     47y2     47'/2  +     % 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 y4s47   85'/4     85         85y4  +  1% 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.*  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts iy4       1  y8       1%  +     % 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    12%     1234     1234—     Vs 

Trans-Lux     1  %       1  %       1  %     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3  3  3       +     % 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe  Film   7   pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse.   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st   '57 
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STOCK  SHOTS 
of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 

« 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9  5600 

■ 

St.  Louis — The  labor  committee  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Theater  Owners 
of  St.  Louis,  representing  60  nabes 
in  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  County, 
have  offered  to  grant  a  five-cent  an 
hour  increase  to  about  300  employes 
who  are  members  of  Local  B-2  of 
the  IATSE,  including  cashiers,  tick- 
et takers,  ushers  and  other  service 
employes. 

The  union,  in  demands  submitted 
some  weeks  ago,  asked  an  increase 
of  15  cents  an  hour. 

It  is  understood  that  the  offer  of 
the  theater  owners  is  contingent 
upon  the  withdrawal  of  pickets  from 
in  front  of  the  Bremen  and  the 
O 'Fallon  Theaters,  both  of  which 
are  operated  by  the  Kaimann  inter- 
ests. 

Members  of  the  union  now  receive 
35  and  40  cents  an  hour.  Union 
officials  have  indicated  they  will  re- 
ply to  the  owners'  proposal  early 
next    week. 


Complete  Polish  Pix  Saved 
from  the  Nazis  in  France 


Paris  (By  Cable)— Of  all  the  mo- 
tion pictures  which  were  in  the  fin- 
ishing stages  at  the  Warsaw  stu- 
dios when  the  Polish  capital  capitu- 
lated to  the  invading  Nazis,  only 
one  was  saved.  This  was  "Halka," 
which  its  director,  Julius  Gardan, 
managed  to  bring  out  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  completed  here  with  the 
Polish  soprano,  Eva  Brandowska, 
and  Ladys  Kiepura,  brother  of  Jan 
Kiepura,  in  the  leading  roles. 

"Halka"  is  an  opera  by  Stefan 
Moniousko.  The  chorus  and  ballet 
of  the  Warsaw  opera  appear  in  the 
film  which  will  be  sent  to  the  United 
States  for  showing  there. 


20-Fox  Not  Contemplating 
"Film  of  Month"  Broadcast 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox  representatives  declared  that 
exhibitor  response  to  "Drums  Along 
the  Mohawk"  broadcast  was  very 
enthusiastic  and  as  great  as  that 
which  greeted  '"Alexander's  Rag- 
time Band"  airing,  but  that  the  com- 
pany does  not  contemplate  a  "film 
of  the  month"  broadcast. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  is  now  ne- 
gotiating with  Chase  &  Sanborn  in 
an  effort  to  induce  them  to  use  Al 
Jolson  and  Andrea  Leeds  on  their 
New  Year's  Eve  program  to  plug 
"Swanee  River,"  in  addition  to  Don 
Ameche  who  appears  regularly  ~on 
the  program.  Company  stated  it 
has  no  fixed  policy  regarding  broad- 
casts. 


"Elizabeth"  Rolling  Up 

"Old  Maid"  Biz  in  Keys 

Warners'  "The  Private  Lives  of 
Elizabeth  and  Essex"  in  the  first  15 
situations  to  report  is  rolling  up 
grosses  approximating  or  exceed- 
ing "takes"  of  "The  Old  Maid,"  the 
home   office   reported   yesterday. 

The  15  houses  are: 

Buffalo,  Buffalo;  Mary  Anderson, 
Louisville;  Saenger,  New  Orleans; 
United  Artists,  Portland;  Strand, 
Albany;  Warner,  Memphis;  Stanley, 
Utica;  Keeney,  Elmira;  Astor,  Read- 
ing; Capitol,  York;  Warner,  Mor- 
gantown;  Ritz,  Clarksburg;  Cam- 
bria, Johnstown;  Strand,  Hartford; 
and   the   Boyd,   Philadelphia. 


RFS  Names  O.  K.  Swann 

Detroit  Branch  Chief 


Ross  Federal  Service,  Inc.,  an- 
nounces the  appointment  of  O.  K. 
Swann  as  branch  manager  in  De- 
troit. He  has  been  with  the  com- 
pany for  over  six  years,  serving  in 
the  past  as  branch  manager  in  New 
Haven  and  more  recently  as  field 
executive  for  the  Credit  Promotion 
Division.  He  formerly  was  with 
United  Artists,  and  before  that  with 
M-G-M. 


Virginia  Collects  $473,000 
in  Amusement  Taxes  in  Year 


Richmond,  Va.  —  Amusement  tax 
collections  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30  amounted  to  $473,000  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  according  to 
the  figures  just  released  by  the  state 
tax  department. 


Elson  In  FA  Sales  Post 

Norman  Elson  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  of  distribution  and 
sales  for  Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S., 
it  is  announced  by  company's  vice- 
president,  Nat  Eachsberger. 


L.  E.  Stephenson  Heads 

Missouri  Theater  Corp. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Missouri     Theater 

Corp.,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  has 
filed  a  registration  statement  with 
the  SEC  prior  to  organizing  for 
management  and  operation  of  the- 
ater properties.  Statement  calls  for 
exchange  of  158,500  principal  amount 
6  per  cent  leasehold  bonds  of  the 
CHS  Building  Co.,  for  2  per  cent 
to  3%  per  cent  20  year  leasehold 
bonds  of  the  new  company.  Ex- 
change is  to  be  on  a  par  for  par 
basis.  L.  Earl  Stephenson  is  presi- 
dent of  the  new  organization. 

Mutual  Supplying  Vaude 

for  200  Film  Theaters 


Further  indicating  the  "come- 
back" staged  by  vaude  this  season, 
it  was  learned  yesterday  that  Mutual 
Booking  Office  is  now  supplying  acts 
to  approximately  200  theaters 
throughout  the  country.  Additional 
deals  are  in  work,  among  them  one 
which  would  place  acts  in  J.  H. 
Cooper  houses  in  two  mid-Western 
keys. 


Building  In  Wauseon 

Wauseon,  O. — P.  R.  Touney  is' 
building  a  new  300-seat  house  across 
the  street  from  his  Princess  the- 
ater. It  will  be  completed  about 
Christmas  time. 


cominc  mid  Gome 


W.  F.  RODGERS,  Metro  distribution  chief- 
tain,  plans  to  go  to  Chicago  today  on  business. 

HARRY  BRANDT,  ITOA  prexy,  leaves  New 
York  Monday  on  a  nation-wide  swing  which 
will  take  him  to  the  Coast,  returing  here  "aynd 
Christmas.  Lnf 

W.  C.  GEHRINC.  central  division  manager 
for  20th-Fox,  left  for  Detroit  last  night  to  at- 
tend a  sales  meeting  there  today.  He  holds 
another  sales  meet  tomorrow  in  Buffalo  and 
then    returns   to   New   York. 

GEORGE  SHERMAN  arrives  here  this  week- 
end from  the  Coast  for  a   two-week  vacation. 

MAX  GORDON  flies  in  tomorrow  from  Hol- 
lywood. 

A.   H.   BLANK  is  here  on   business. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  general  sales  manager  for 
Film  Alliance,  is  making  a  swing  through  the 
South   on   business. 

JANE  BRYAN  arrives  here  Monday  from  the 
Coast. 

BOCART  ROCERS  gets  in  today  from  Holly- 
wood. 


Chicago  Police  Instructed 
to  Stop  all  Cash  Giveaways 

Chicago — Barnett  Hodes,  Chicago 
corporation  counsel,  says  all  theater 
cash  giveaways  are  contrary  to  city 
ordinances  and  that  the  police  will 
stop  them  if  theaters  use  them 
again. 


Higher  Westinghouse  Bonus 

Pittsburgh  —  Adjusted  compensa- 
tion of  6  per  cent  will  be  paid  all 
employes  of  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Mfg.  Co.  this  month,  it  is  an- 
nounced here,  the  payment  going 
to  some  45,000  persons.  Net  earn- 
ings for  the  last  three  months  were 
$3,321,022.  Last  month  adjusted 
compensation  to  all  employes  was 
4  per  cent. 


Four  A's  Board  Meets 

Meeting  of  the  AAAA  internation- 
al board  was  held  yesterday  follow- 
ing the  arrival  by  plane  of  Ken 
Thomson,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild.  "One  big 
union"  plan,  and  the  question  of 
television  jurisdiction  were  on  the 
agenda. 


Coast  Gets  Tele-Minded 

Television  demonstrations  in  and 
around  Los  Angeles  resulted  in  or- 
ders for  more  than  100  receivers,  a 
spokesman  for  American  Television 
Co.  announced  yesterday.  Deliveries 
will  be  made  by  an  ATC  dealer  who 
plans  to  open  several  television 
showrooms. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Timet, 
George   Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»*«*■  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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GET  READY! 

"M-G-M's  answer  to  public  demand!  A  natural !"-M.  P.  Daily 

"Heavy  box-  office  \" —Hollywood  Reporter 

"Tops  either  of  the  two  previous  {"-Daily  (Coast)  Variety 

"Swell!  Should  enjoy  marked  box-office  popularity l" -Film Daily 

"Sure  bet  at  the  turnstiles  {"—Box-Office  Magazine 


M-G-M  IS  ON  THE  MARCH! 

"The  Women"  -"Thunder  Afloat"  -"Babes  In  Arms"  -"Ninotchka"  -"Another  Thin  Man"  -"Judge  Hardy  &  Son"  -"Balalaika" 
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SEE  A  STRIKE  THREAT 
IN  UNION  ULTIMATUM 


(Continued  from  Page  \) 

«iven  was  altogether  out  of  reason. 
They  asked  for  more  time  to  consult 
their  principals  and  present  facts  to 
the  craft  group  if  the  union  should 
refuse.  The  producers  presented 
figures  showing  the  effect  of  the 
world  war  upon  receipts  of  studios 
and  stated  that  it  was  necessary  for 
the  studio  to  make  substantial  re- 
trenchment rather  than  to  give  any 
increase  at  the  present  time. 

The  ultimatum  demands  that  the 
10  per  cent  raise  asked  be  retroac- 
tive to  Aug.  12.  Every  A  F 'of  L 
member  in  the  studio  who  did  not 
receive  on  that  date  a  10  per  cent 
raise  obtained  by  IATSE's  Meyer 
Lewis,  western  director  of  A  F  of  L. 
A  representative  of  President  Wil- 
liam Green  explained  to  producers 
that  A  F  of  L  unions  were  taking 
'considered  action  for  the  benefit  of 
less  powerful  studio  unions. 

William  Bioff,  J.  W.  Buzzell,  sec- 
retary of  the  Los  Angeles  Central 
Labor  Council,  and  A.  H.  Peterson, 
A  F  of  L  organizer,  argued  that  "too 
few  in  the  industry  are  getting  too 
much  while  too  many  get  too  little." 
Buzzell  said  that  the  time  had 
come  to  collect  "maladjustment^  of 
salaries  which  made  it  impossible 
for  little  fellows  now  getting  $1,000 
a  year  to  gain  a  livelihood  while  the 
industry  passed  out  the  bulk  of  its 
gains  to  top  executives  and  others." 
Labor  representatives  declared 
that  the  entire  resources  of  the  A  F 
of  L  would  be  utilized  to  enforce  the 
demand  of  studio  unions  and  this 
was  taken  to  mean  that  IATSE 
would  call  for  a  nation-wide  strike 
of  projectionists  in  affiliated  theaters 
if  a  studio  strike  was  called. 

Producers  declared  that  they  be- 
lieved the  industry  would  refuse  to 
grant  the  wage  increase  demanded, 
but  stated  that  the  matter  would  be 
submitted  to  the  New  York  heads 
of  the  companies  for  decision  and 
reply. 

To  Use  Week-End  Vaude 

Chicago — The  Indiana  and  Illinois 
Theater  circuit  plans  to  use  week- 
end stage  shows  at  the  Jefferson 
theater,  Goshen,  the  Indiana  theater, 
Indiana  Harbor,  and  the  Tivoli  the- 
ater, Michigan  City,  Ind. 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their  birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  16 

Lawrence   Tibbett 

Corrine  Criffith 

Bruce  Mitchell 

Caryl   Lincoln 


with  PHIL  At.  DALT; 


•  •      •      WHAT    must   be    set    down    as    ingenious    promotion 

is  the  leaflet  compiled  by  Major  A.  G.  Rudd general  manager  of 

the  Newsreel  Theaters as  a  biz  builder  for  that  circuit Or- 
dinarily, there's  about  as  much  romance  in  statistics  and  such as 

there's  milk  in   Ferdinand  the   Bull but   the   Major's   compilation   is 

really  Rudd-y Witness: 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IN    1909   the  first   newsreel  was   started  in  Paris    by 

Charles  Pathe and  in  1910  he  introduced  it  to  America  in  New 

York   City An    average   newsreel   is   about  800   ft The 

Dionne  Quintuplets  are  the  greatest  human  interest  subject  in 
newsreel  annals Quintuplets  occur  once  in  87,000,000   times 

(Editor's  Note:  This  is  a  coincidence  since  it  appears  that  87,000.- 

000  Government  suits  occur  at  once) Snakes,  rats  and  mice 

are  taboo  in  newsreels  'cause  of  bad  effect  on  women The  first 

newsreel  stunt  subject  was  a  parachute  jump  from  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  by  Rodman  Law  who  barely  escaped  death A  news- 
reel  company  "shoots"  about  30,000  feet  of  film  a  week  of  which 

from  six  to  10  per  cent  is  used 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      THE  first  newsreel  theater  in  the   world  was   the   Embassy 

on  B'way When  the  "Morro  Castle"  burned,  that  theater  showed 

the  pix  five  hours  after  the  last  passenger  was  rescued There  are 

more  newsreel  theaters  in  London  than  in  the  entire  U.  S More  time 

and  effort  were  wasted  trying  to  get  Lindbergh  to  talk  than  any  other 

person He  always  refused  to  "say  a  few  words"  for  movies 

Kidnapping  of  the  Lindbergh  baby,  and  the  trial  of  Hauptmann,  consumed 

more  time  and  cost  more  than  any  other  subject  in  newsreel  history 

Lindbergh's  take-off  on  his  famous  trans-Atlantic  flight  in  May,  1927,  was 
the  first  newsreel  subject  in  sound  on  film 

T  T  T 

«      •      •     HARDEST  job  of  newsreel  editors  is  to  get  a  "laugh" 

in  a  subject  that  has  a  legit  place  as  news Newsreels,  like 

newspapers,    seldom   pay   for   stories,    except    features Most 

spectacular  subject  ever  made  was  explosion  of  the  "Hindenburg" 
at  Lakehurst,  May  6,  1937 Newsreel  Cameraman's  job  is  in- 
dustry's most  hazardous Trying  to  beat  Seagrave's  record  run 

at  Daytona  Beach  in  '29,  Bible's  car  cracked  up  in  front  of  Camera- 
man Traub  who  was  shooting  the  run Car  hurtled  througlt 

the  air  at  terrific  speed  and  killed  Traub  instantly You  might 

pass  this  along  to  the  film  editors  of  your  town's  dailies 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  GOIN'S  ON: Wallace  Ford  and  Gail  Patrick  will  aug- 
ment the  "Information  Please"  contingent at  today's  Ampa  lunch- 
eon. .  .      O    "I'll  Tell  the  World" pix  produced  under  Herb  Crooker's 

supervision   for   Macfadden    Publications and   shown    at   the    New 

York  World's  Fair is  now  being  widely  shown  round  the  U.  S.  to 

and  by  educational  orgs 70  prints  are  now  in  use and  there'll 

be  150  soon.  .  .  •  Film  Audiences  For  Democracy  announce  that  yes- 
terday marked  appearances  of  "Film  Survey" new  monthly  pub- 
lication of  comment  and  information.  .  .  •  Harold  G.  Campbell,  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  and  principals   of  37  city  high   schools will 

attend  a  special  preview  today  of  "The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and 
Essex" at  4  p.m.  in  the  h.o Arthur  H.  (MPPDA)  De  Bra  ar- 
ranged the  showing to  acquaint  school  authorities  with  possibility 

of  pix  as  illustrated  history 


BRITISH  MAY  REVEAL 
FILM  POLICY  TODAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

liberal  attitude  will  be  taken  even 
to  the  extent  of  encouraging  British 
production  and  less  stringentL^ier- 
vision  of  theaters.  On  the  -other 
hand,  if  Baldwin's  statement  takes 
an  opposite  view,  the  future  can  not 
be  guessed  at  for  the  duration  of 
the  war. 

It  is  understood  that  American 
companies  which  have  been  produc- 
ing in  England  will  take  steps  to 
continue  production  if  the  lid  is 
raised.  It  is  reported  that  Para- 
mount is  withholding  its  plans  for 
production  in  England  until  after 
the  Baldwin  statement.  The  same 
assertedly  goes  for  Loew's. 

Warners,  only  American  major 
owning  a  British  studio,  likewise 
has  been  marking  time  waiting  clari- 
fication of  the  Government's  posi- 
tion. Teddington  plant  is  now  in 
charge  of  A.  M.  Salomon.  Sam  Sax, 
in  charge  of  Warner  production 
there  in  the  month  preceding  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  is  now  on  the 
Coast.  He  may  return  to  London  if 
Warners  resumes  at  Teddington. 

Reports  that  Paramount  and 
Odeon  were  again  talking  a  deal 
whereby  the  latter  would  operate  a 
group  of  Paramount  theaters  in 
London  brought  no  comment  from 
Paramount  officials,  although  it  is 
understood  that  this  deal,  also,  will 
depend  largely  on  Baldwin's  state- 
ment. 


MPPDA  Directors  Recess; 
Await  Stand  by  British 

MPPDA's  board  meeting  yester- 
day was  again  devoted  to  a  general 
discussion  of  industry  matters,  and 
was   adjourned  until  tomorrow. 

It  is  understood  that  the  short 
recess  was  dictated  by  the  expect- 
ancy that  the  British  Government 
will  momentarily  disclose  terms  un- 
der which  American  distributors 
will  be  permitted  to  transfer  reve- 
nue derived  from  the  U.  K.  to  the 
U.  S. 


STORKS! 


«    «    « 


»    »   >? 


Harry  Ballance,  southern  district 
manager  for  20th-Fox,  became  the- 
father  of  a  son  this  week,  born  to 
Mrs.  Ballance  in  an  Atlanta  Hos- 
pital. 

Chicago — A  six  and  a  half  pound 
baby  girl  was  born  at  the  Swedish 
Covenant  Hospital  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  Swan.  Swan  is  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  B  &  K  Nortown  theater. 

Colchester,  Conn. — Joseph  Markov 
and  Mrs.  Markov,  active  directors  of 
the  Lampert  "borscht"  circuit,  in 
Nathan  Lampert's  absence  in  Flor- 
ida, are  the  proud  parents  of  a, 
5%  pound  daughter, 
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STOA  TACKLES  STAR 
ON  AIR  APPEARANCES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

with  themselves  on  the  screen  by 
continuing  to  broadcast. 

The  letters,  copies  of  which  were 
sei"  to  exhibitor  leaders  and  pro- 
duces, asserted  that  the  cumulative 
appearance  of  picture  stars  on  the 
air  tended  to  decrease  box  office  re- 
ceipts and  dissipated  the  stars'  own 
box-office  standing.  It  declared  that 
the  investments  of  theater  owners 
were  imperiled  and  the  complete  re- 
moval of  star  names  from  radio  was 
the  only  solution  to  the  problem 
''that  is  now  of  major  importance 
in  the  industry." 

The  first  batch  of  letters  were 
sent  to:  Olivia  de  Havilland,  Clark 
Gable,  Judy  Garland,  Nan  Gray, 
Walter  Connolly,  Merle  Oberon, 
John  Garfield,  Edward  Arnold,  Lo- 
retta  Young,  Irene  Dunne,  David 
Niven,  Madeleine  Carroll,  Fred  Mac- 
Murray,  Miriam  Hopkins,  Joan  Ben- 
nett, Claudette  Colbert,  Jean  Arthur, 
Nigel  Bruce,  George  Raft,  Basil 
Rathbone,  Paulette  Goddard. 

Copy  of  the  letter  to  the  stars  fol- 
lows: 

"On  you  appeared  on 

the    program.      You 

are  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
for  some  time  the  theater  owners 
of  America  have  been  protesting 
against  ranking  motion  picture  stars 
dissipating  their  box-office  value  by 
appearing  constantly  over  the  air. 
Through  our  surveys  and  those  of 
other  exhibitor  organizations  repre- 
senting over  5,000  theaters  in  Amer- 
ica, it  has  been  definitely  deter- 
mined that  the  cumulative  appear- 
ances of  our  picture  stars  on  the 
radio  have  a  deterrent  effect  at  the 
box  office  and  are  a  blow  to  their 
own  audience  appeal.  These  appear- 
ances are  so  numerous  as  to  con- 
stitute an  evil  threatening  the  in- 
dustry. 

"The  theater  owners  of  this  coun- 
try have  a  great  investment  in  this 
business  and  it  has  been  through 
their  efforts  that  motion  picture 
stars  have  been  built  up  into  the 
great  personalities  that  they  are, 
by  advertising,  publicity  and  ex- 
ploitation. The  theater  owners  can- 
not stand  by  and  watch  their  in- 
vestments slip  into  nothing  because 
stars  make  radio  broadcasts  which 
are  inimical  to  the  best  interests 
of  this  industry;  nor  should  theater 
owners  be  expected  to  purchase  pic- 
tures made  by  stars  who  destroy 
the  value  of  their  own  pictures. 

"In  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  the 
undersigned  would  appreciate  a  dec- 
laration of  intention  by  you  as  to 
whether  or  not  you  intend  to  com- 
pete with  your  motion  picture  stand- 
ing by  continuing  radio  appear- 
ances." 


Vaude  Shows  MurUed  Decline  in  Canada, 

While  Use  of  Amateur  Shows  Increases 

Montreal— Marked  decline  of  vaude  in  Canada  during  1938  is  reflected  by  the  report 
of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  released  this  week.  Houses  using  vaude  dropped 
from  141  in  1937  to  99,  and  playing  time  from  4,389  to  3,171.  On  the  other  hand, 
use  of  amateur  shows  increased;  in  1937,  108  theaters  used  amateur  nights,  in  1938,  126. 
Total  of  55  theaters  had  legit,  or  stock  performances  in  1938  for  an  aggregate  of  426 
nights. 


Arrangements  for  "GWTW"     "Mr.  Smith"  Will  be  Sold 
Premiere  Nearly  Complete        Singly,  Neely  Backers  Told 


Gold    Rush    Over 

Steubenville,  0. — Howard  Biggio,  one 
of  the  brothers  who  own  and  operate 
the  Grand  Theater,  has  returned  home 
after  spending  four  years  gold  prospecting 
in   California. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reported  yesterday.  General  ticket 
sale  will  start  Nov.  18.  Locally,  the 
pix  is  certain  to  go  at  least  four 
weeks. 

Plans  for  the  premiere  are  nearly 
complete.  Clark  Gable,  Vivien  Leigh 
and  Olivia  de  Havilland  will  fly  into 
Atlanta  from  the  Coast  by  special 
plane  on  Dec.  14  and  lead  the  grand 
march  at  the  "Old  South"  ball  to  be 
given  by  the  Atlanta  Junior  League 
at  the  Auditorium  on  the  evening 
preceding   the   premiere. 

The  set  in  which  Rhett  dances 
with  Scarlett  will  be  moved  intact 
from  Hollywood  to  Atlanta  and  set 
up  for  the  ball.  Gowns  worn  by 
the  stars  will  be  exhibited  to  the 
guests  at  the  Junior  League  ball, 
most  of  them  to  be  worn  by  100 
members  of  the  Junior  League  but 
several  of  them  being  so  costly  that 
they  will  be  shown  only  under  glass. 

Kay  Kyser  will  bring  his  "Let's 
Dance  Students"  orchestra  to  At- 
lanta for  the  ball. 

Virtually  all  the  leading  players 
in  the  pix  will  move  into  Atlanta 
for  the  first  showing  of  the  film. 
Only  Leslie  Howard's  absence  in 
London,  where  he  was  recently  in- 
jured in  a  war-time  blackout,  will 
prevent  his  appearance  here. 

Important  visitors  from  Hollywood 
and  New  York  will  include:  David 
Selznick,  producer  of  the  picture 
and  Mrs.  Selznick;  John  Hay  Whit- 
ney and  Mrs.  Whitney;  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  David 
Bernstein,  W.  F.  Rodgers,  Tom  Con- 
nors, Howard  Dietz,  Joseph  Vogel 
and  Oscar  A.  Doob. 

Technicians  and  cameramen  will 
accompany  the  stars  to  Atlanta. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  with 
the  War  Department  at  Washington 
and  the  Georgia  National  Guard  for 
special  troops  to  be  present. 


Metro  may  announce  its  plans  for 
release  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
and  the  New  York  presentation  of 
the  picture  today,  it  was  reported 
last  night. 


Wolf  and  Fuld  File  New 

Loew  Stockholders  Suit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Electrical  Research  Products,  Inc., 
Weco  Corp.,  Chase  National  Bank, 
Halsey  Stuart  &  Co.,  Inc.,  and  Clar- 
ence Dillon,  by  service  of  a  com- 
plaint on  attorneys  for  Loew's  by 
Norman  Wolf,  holder  of  100  shares 
of  Loew's  common,  and  Mannes  Fuld, 
holder  of  65  shares.  A  suit  by  the 
same  plaintiffs  was  dismissed  in  the 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has  been  and  is  the  desire  of  the 
distributor  to  show  this  picture  in 
advance  to  any  exhib.  in  the  U.  S. 
who  desires  to  see  it. 

"For  the  last  three  years  all  of 
Capra's  pictures  have  been  sold  sep- 
arate and  apart  from  the  regular 
Columbia  program. 

"Our  regular  established  custom- 
ers have,  of  course,  had  the  first  op- 
portunity to  negotiate  for  'Mr. 
Smith'.  That  is  and  always  has 
been  our  policy  with  our  regular 
customers. 

"Many  of  our  regular  customers 
licensed  this  particular  Capra  pic- 
ture at  the  time  they  contracted  for 
our  1939-40  program  because  in  each 
instance  these  exhibitors  insisted 
upon  completing  negotiations  for 
'Mr.  Smith',  clearly  indicating  that 
they  wanted  to  be  assured  that  they 
would  get  this  particular  feature. 

"Thousands  of  exhibitors  have  al- 
ready purchased  this  picture  on  sep- 
arate contracts  and  there  has  not 
been  a  single  request  from  any  ex- 
hibitor in  the  U.  S.  to  cancel  or  re- 
lieve him  of  his  contract  on  'Mr. 
Smith'. 

"Despite  the  fact  that  no  such 
request  has  been  presented,  we  are 
perfectly  willing  to  discuss  with 
any  exhibitor  who  has  contracted 
for  the  Capra  picture  any  difficulty 
that  has  grown  out  of  his  having 
made  such  a  contract.  I  want  to 
stress,  however,  that  this  in  no 
wise  differs  from  our  general  policy. 
We  are  at  all  times  willing  to  dis- 
cuss with  exhibitors  particular  sit- 
uations where  they  have  contracted 
for  our  pictures  and  where  special 
circumstances  arise  that  have  to  do 
with  the  playing  of  any  particular 
picture." 


Sam  Clark  III 


Chicago — Sam  Clark,  Warner  pub- 
licity director,  is  confined  to  his 
home  with  a  sore  throat. 


Federal    Court    some    time    ago    on 
judisdictional    grounds. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  that  about 
$5,000,000  has  been  lost  to  Loew's 
because  of  excess  payments  of 
rentals  on  contracts  licensing  sound 
equipment  from  AT&T.  The  com- 
plaint states  that  trustees  named 
by  A  T  &  T  and  Halsey  Stuart  ob- 
tained control  of  a  major  share  of 
Loew's  stock  through  the  Fox  Film 
Corp.,  and  through  control,  nego- 
tiated fraudulent  licensing  contracts 
with  Loew's.  Cancellation  of  these 
contracts,  damages  and  an  account- 
ing of  alleged  illegal  profits  is  de- 
manded in  the  complaint. 


NBC  CONTINUES  QUEST 
FOR  TELE  SPONSORS 


(Continued  from  Page  \) 

val  of  the  NBC  action,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  produce  similar  set-ups  at 
other  stations. 

Industry  reaction  to  the  commit- 
tee report  was  somewhat  mixed,  al- 
though its  warning  against  wildcat 
promotion  schemes  and  its  state- 
ment that  wage  levels  might  be 
frozen  before  the  industry  is  stab- 
ilized if  premature  commercializa- 
tion should  develop  were  welcomed. 
Latter  statement  is  considered  par- 
ticularly opportune  at  this  time  as 
actor  unions  are  setting  up  pro- 
posed scales  to  be  discussed  at  nego- 
tiations to  be  held  soon.  Locals  of 
the  musicians'  union  are  also  con- 
sidering establishing  either  regular 
or  special  scale  for  their  members 
who  appear  on  television  programs. 

While  many  industry  leaders  are 
still  studying  the  report  before  de- 
ciding on  any  future  plans,  it  is  not 
believed  that  the  report,  if  approved 
by  the  FCC  will  either  immediately 
boom  or  depress  tele  activities. 
While  it  is  conceded  that  the  report 
will  not  spur  any  sudden  develop- 
ment at  the  same  time,  it  is  re- 
garded by  some  observers  as  a  cau- 
tious approach  toward  eventual  com- 
mercialization or  as  a  "compromise" 
between  those  who  wanted  an  im- 
mediate "go  ahead"  signal  and  those 
who  maintained  that  television 
should  continue  on  a  purely  experi- 
mental, laboratory  basis. 


Garmes  Starts  "Goodbye" 
on  West  Coast  Nov.  21 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Academy  Productions, 
Inc.,  new  producing  company  formed 
by  Lee  Garmes,  President;  Adele 
Comandini,  vice-president;  and  Har- 
ry Sokolov,  secretary,  starts  active 
production  on  Nov.  21  at  General 
Service  Studios,  when  "And  So  Good- 
bye" goes  before  the  cameras  under 
the  direction  of  Eddie  Sutherland. 
The  picture  will  be  released  through 
RKO. 

"And  So  Goodbye"  is  from  an 
original  by  Mildred  Cram  and  Adele 
Camandini.  Jean  Parker,  C.  Aub- 
rey Smith,  Harry  Carey,  Chrales 
Winninger,  Maria  Ouspenskaya  and 
Richard  Carlson  have  been  set  for 
leading  roles.  Joe  Nadel  is  produc- 
tion and  business  manager,  and  Les- 
ter White  will  handle  the  cameras. 
Garmes  originally  intended  to  pro- 
duce the  film  in  New  York,  but 
changed  to  Hollywood  for  conveni- 
ence of  securing  players. 


Enter,  "Sniffles" 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Leon  Schlesinger  is  ship- 
ping to  New  York,  "The  Bookworm,"  one 
of  the  "Merrie  Melody"  series  in  Techni- 
color, starring  "Sniffles,"  the  mouse,  t 
new  cartoon  character  created  by  the 
producer. 
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"Day-Time  Wife" 

with    Tyrone    Power    and    Linda    Darnell 

20th  Cent.-Fox  71  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

BRIGHT    AND    GAY    COMEDY    WITH 

MUCH   CLEVER   MATERIAL   RATES   HIGH 

AS   LAUGH   GETTER. 

This  is  a  bright,  gay  comedy  that  has 
much  clever  material.  It  has  been  ex- 
pertly directed  by  Gregory  Ratoff,  whose 
clever  touches  gives  the  comedy  a  high- 
laugh  rating.  In  fact,  most  of  the  laughs 
are  of  the  belly  variety.  To  Raymond 
Griffith  goes  credit  as  associate  producer. 
Art  Arthur  and  Robert  Harari  concocted 
a  very  amusing  screenplay,  based  on  Rex 
Taylor's  original  story.  The  acting  is  splen- 
did with  Tyrone  Power,  Linda  Darnell,  War- 
ren William,  Binnie  Barnes,  Wendy  Barrie, 
Joan  Davis  and  Joan  Valerie  leading  the 
funmaking.  When  Tyrone  forgets  his  sec- 
ond wedding  anniversary,  wife  Linda,  begins 
to  wonder  how  she  can  compete  with 
Tyrone's  secretary,  Wendy,  who  she  be- 
lieves is  taking  up  too  much  of  his  time 
both  in  and  away  from  the  office.  Using 
the  name  of  Jane  Blake,  and  unknown  to 
Tyrone,  Linda  gets  a  job  as  secretary  to 
William,  an  architect  to  whom  Tyrone 
wishes  to  sell  building  material.  William 
insists  on  Tyrone  being  his  guest  at  the 
opening  of  a  night  club,  which  he  designed, 
and  Tyrone  has  to  break  a  date  with  Linda. 
Tyrone  brings  Wendy  to  the  opening  and 
when  Tyrone  breaks  his  date  with  Linda, 
Linda  accepts  William's  invitation  to  at- 
tend the  party.  The  fun  really  starts 
when  Tyrone  sees  William  enter  with 
Linda.  There  are  many  complications  at 
the  night  club  and  even  more  later  at 
William's  penthouse.  To  add  to  the  fun, 
William's  wife,  Joan  Valerie,  appears  sus- 
picious and  suspecting  to  surprise  William. 
Everything  ends  well,  when  Tyrone  gets  his 
contract  and  Linda  is  convinced  that  she 
has    re-won    his   love. 

CAST:  Tyrone  Power,  Linda  Darnell,  War- 
ren William,  Binnie  Barnes,  Wendy  Barrie, 
Joan  Davis,  Joan  Valerie,  Leonid  Kinskey, 
Mildred   Grover,   Renie   Riano. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck; 
Associate  Producer,  Raymond  Griffith;  Di- 
rector, Gregory  Ratoff;  Author,  Rex  Tay- 
lor; Screenplay,  Art  Arthur  and  Robert 
Harari;  Cameraman,  Peverell  Marley;  Art 
Directors,  Richard  Day  and  Joseph  C. 
Wright;  Editor,  Francis  Lyons;  Musical  di- 
rector, Cyril  J.  Mockridge. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Orpheum  at  Des  Moines 

May  Have  Vaudeville 


Des  Moines,  la. — Return  of  stage 
shows  is  expected  to  be  announced 
shortly,  with  Orpheum  Theater  ru- 
mored as  the  outlet.  Des  Moines 
has  been  without  flesh  acts  for  sev- 
eral years,  except  for  traveling  one- 
r.ighters. 

Orpheum  was  taken  over  last 
month  by  RKO  following  split  with 
Tri-States  Theaters  in  pooling  in- 
terests. 


'Reno' 


with    Richard    Dix    and   Gail    Patrick 

RKO  Radio  73  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

ENGROSSING     DRAMA,     EXCELLENTLY 

PLAYED,   SHOULD   APPEAL  TO  AVERAGE 

AUDIENCES. 

How  Reno  became  the  divorce  capital 
of  the  world,  as  pictured  through  the  career 
J  one  B; If  Shear  (Richard  Dix),  makes  the 
sort  of  drama  which  should  appeal  to 
regular  audiences.  John  Twist's  screenplay 
from  Ellis  St.  Joseph's  story,  is  a  splendid 
study  of  a  highly  interesting  character, 
He  has  developed  the  piece  in  a  manner 
that  keeps  one  engrossed  at  all  times, 
uchard  Dix's  portrayal  of  the  mentioned 
.haracter  is  so  excellently  done  that  he 
makes  the  person  live.  Gail  Patrick,  too, 
dees  fine  work,  and  other  players  who  de- 
serve mention  are  Hobart  Cavanaugh,  Anita 
Louse,  Paul  Cavanagh,  Charles  Halton  and 
Astrid  Aliwyn.  John  Farrow's  direction, 
besides  doing  so  well  with  the  players, 
injects  a  tone  of  class  to  the  production. 
Robert  Sisk,  the  producer,  has  another  pic- 
ure  for  which  he  can  take  due  credit.  As 
For  plot,  Dix  is  on  trial  for  running  a 
rrocked  gambling  house  in  Reno.  One  of 
Sis  accusers  is  Anita  Louise  who  Dix  knows 
is  his  daughter.  Then  in  retrospect  the 
;tory  is  told  of  how  he  (Dix)  came  to 
leno  as  a  young  lawyer  where  he  defended 
the  small  silver  miners  against  the  giant 
companies.  He  prospered,  married  Gail 
Patrick,  a  child  is  born,  and  everything  is 
?oing  nicely  when  the  mines  give  out. 
F'nding  a  provision  in  the  law  which  makes 
Jivorce  easy,  he  advertises  Reno  to  the 
/vorld,  making  it  the  divorce  capital.  He 
jives  so  much  time  to  his  work  and  gamb- 
i'ng  that  he  loses  his  wife,  and  even 
though  they  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
law  to  make  money  for  themselves,  his 
fellow  lawyers  disbar  him  for  being  un- 
athical.  As  the  trial  ends  father  and 
laughter  are  reunited  as  she  tells  him 
how  to  the  very  end,  her  mother  always 
loved  him. 

CAST:  Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Anita 
Louise,  Paul  Cavanagh,  Laura  Hope  Crews, 
Louis  Jean  Heydt,  Hobart  Cavanaugh, 
Charles  Halton,  Astrid  Aliwyn,  Joyce  Comp- 
ton,  Frank  Faylen,  William  Haade. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sisk;  Pro- 
duction Executive,  Lee  Marcus;  Director, 
John  Farrow;  Author,  Ellis  St.  Joseph; 
Screenplay,  John  Twist;  Cameraman,  J. 
Roy  Hunt,  ASC;  Special  Effects  by  Vernon 
L.  Walker,  ASC;  Art  Director,  Van  Nest 
Polglase;  Associate,  Field  Gray;  Editor, 
Harry  Marker;  Musical  Director,  Roy  Webb. 

DIRECTION,  Classy.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


"Tele-Sells"  for  Boston 

"Tele-Sells,"  American  Television 
Co.  system  of  wired  television  being 
used  by  Bloomingdale's,  has  been 
ordered  by  Filene's,  Boston  and  is 
said  to  be  under  consideration  by 
several  other  department  stores. 
System  televises  commercial  film 
shorts  to  wired  receivers,  with  ad- 
vertisers   defraying    expenses. 


"The  Mill  on  the  Floss" 

with  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,   Frank  Lawton, 

Victoria    Hopper,   Fay   Compton 

Standard   Pictures  82  Mins. 

EMOTIONAL  MELLER  BASED  ON  ENG- 
LISH CLASSIC  MAKES  CHIEF  APPEAL  TO 
FEMME  CUSTOMERS. 

When  George  Eliot  (Mary  Ann  Evans) 
penned  this  story  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
19th  Century,  it  became  at  once  a  literary 
favorite,  and  provided  feminine  hearts  of 
the  Mid-Victorian  era  with  a  well  of  emotion 
which  is  still  far  from  dry.  It  is  not  at 
all  surprising  that  the  film  version,  pro- 
duced in  England  by  John  Colin,  should 
carry  its  appeal  chiefly  to  women.  That 
appears  to  be  the  audience  reaction,  def- 
initely. Fidelity  of  transfer  to  celluloid 
is,  paradoxically,  a  handicap,  for  there  is 
retained  that  prudish  atmosphere  which  is 
at  odds  with  the  present  generation  whose 
ideas  and  ideals,  plus  behavior, — repre- 
sent a  rebellion  against  inflexible  19th 
Centuryism.  Therefore,  it  is  difficult  for 
the  filmgoers  of  today  to  believe  in,  much 
less  sympathize  with,  any  of  the  principal 
characters  portrayed  in  this  meller.  Geral- 
dine Fitzgerald,  who  was  cast  in  the  pic- 
ture before  springing  to  stardom  under  more 
auspicious  and  favorable  circumstances,  ap- 
pears in  the  role  of  Maggie  Tulliver.  That 
the  character  she  portrays  is  so  lacking  in 
gumption  as  to  knuckle-under  to  an  un- 
reasoning father  and  equally  narrow-minded 
brother;  that  on  the  threshold  of  escaping 
from  all  the  sordid  complications  fabricated 
by  her  family  and  its  arch-enemies,  and 
is  too  weak  of  backbone  to  do  so;  that 
later,  she  is  in  position  to  marry  the  man 
she  really  loves  and  doesn't  stretch  her 
frail  conscience  to  do  so;  and  that,  at  long 
last,  she  should  be  forced  by  Fate  to  die 
in  the  arms  of  the  man  for  whom  she  has 
only  pity,  is  sad,  of  course,  but  it's  all 
pretty  unsatisfactory  to  average  pix  audi- 
ence. The  feud  twixt  the  Tulliver  and 
the  Wakem  families  is  about  the  most 
spirited  portion  of  the  picture,  but  the  clan 
heads  are  so  thoroughly  dislikable  that 
it's  virtually  impossible  for  the  patron  to 
take  sides.  Cast  generally  makes  the  best 
of   the    material. 

CAST:  Geraldine  Fitzgerald,  Frank  Law- 
ton,  Victoria  Hopper,  Fay  Compton,  James 
Mason,  Griffith  Jones,  Sam  Livesey,  Pauline 
de  Chalus,  Mary  Clare,  Athene  Seyler, 
Marita  Hunt,  James  Roberts,  Phillip  Front, 
Amy  Veness,  Felix  Aylmer,  Eliot  Wake- 
ham,  William  Devlin,  A.  W.  Payne,  Wil- 
liam   Holloway,    Ivor    Barnard,    Eldon   Gorst. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  Cloin;  Direc- 
tor, Tim  Whelan;  Author,  George  Eliot 
(Mary  Ann  Evans);  Scenario,  Garnett  Wes- 
ton, Austin  Melford,  Tim  Whelan;  Dialogue, 
John  Drinkwater;  Art  Director,  Douglas 
Daniels;  Cameraman,  John  Stumar. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fair. 


Harriman  House  Opens 

Harriman,  Tenn. — The  new  Prin- 
cess Theater,  costing  $100,000  opens 
today.  House  was  erected  by  the 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  of  Nash- 
ville, Tony  Sudekum,  president,  on 
the  site  of  the  old  Princess,  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  L.  W.  Bevel  man- 
ages. 


"Hero  for  a  Day" 

with    Charles    Grapewin,    Anita    Louise, 

Dick   Foran 

Universal  66   Mins. 

SENTIMENTAL  LITTLE  PROGRAM  OF- 
FERING IS  PLEASING  FARE  FOWrHE 
NEIGHBORHOOD   TRADE. 

Sentiment,  football  and  romance  hinge 
en  the  life  of  an  old  grad,  in  this  pro- 
gram offering.  The  story  is  believable 
enough  and  its  telling  has  been  done  with- 
out the  usual  overdose  of  histrionics. 
Charles  Grapewin  gives  his  customary  fine 
performance  as  the  old  grad  of  an  obscure 
country  college.  Anita  Louise  is  attractive 
as  his  niece  and  Dick  Foran  is  pleasing 
as  the  football  player  with  the  blown  up 
ego.  Remainder  of  the  cast  is  comprised 
of  seasoned  performers  who  carry  their  roles 
capably.  Grapewin,  a  night  watchman,  is 
suddenly  thrown  in  the  spotlight  when  he  is 
mistaken  for  a  rich  contractor  and  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  publicity  department  of  the 
big  city  college  to  welcome  his  alma  mater's 
team  when  they  come  to  play  football. 
Miss  Louise  and  other  friends  help  Grape- 
win to  fake  his  position  in  life  as  an  ex- 
ample of  the  boy  who  made  good.  Foran 
gets  drunk  the  night  before  the  game, 
but  Grapewin  appears  on  the  sidelines  in 
the  second  half  and  the  team  comes  through 
to  win.  Trite  enough  in  some  ways,  but 
pleasantly  told  with  engaging  people.  Na- 
turally, there  is  a  romance  between  Foran 
and  Anita,  and  Grapewin  after  losing  his 
night  watchman's  job  gets  hired  as  assist- 
ant coach  at  his  old  college. 

CAST:  Charles  Grapewin,  Anita  Louise, 
Dick,  Foran,  Emma  Dunn,  David  Holt,  Ber- 
ton  Churchill,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Richard 
Lane,  Jerry  Marlowe,  Frances  Robinson, 
Dorothy  Arnold,  John  Gallaudet. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Kenneth 
Goldsmith;  Director,  Harold  Young;  Screen- 
play, Harold  Buchman;  Original  Story,  Matt 
Taylor;  Cameraman,  John  W.  Boyle;  Edi- 
tor,  Charles   Maynard. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


RKO  Takes  Over  N.  C.  Town 
for  Opening  of  Kyser  Pix 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

day,  with  visitors  attracted  from 
all  over  the  state. 

While  the  pix  was  shown  to  SRO 
biz  for  the  first  time  at  both  the 
Carolina  and  Center  theaters  at  1 
p.m.,  the  official  premiere  was  at 
7:30  when  Kyser  broadcast  his  reg- 
ular radio  program  from  the  Cen- 
ter's stage. 

Both  theaters  closed  from  3  to  4 
while  a  mile  long  parade  was  staged. 
Homecoming  dance  at  the  Planters 
Warehouse  last  night  attracted  15,- 
000. 

Radio  coverage  of  the  opening 
embraced  165  stations  of  the  NBC 
networks. 

While  George  J.  Schaefer,  RKO 
prexy,  was  unable  to  be  present,  the 
premiere  attracted  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
Cresson  E.  Smith,  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick,  David  Butler  and  Ken  Hal- 
lam.  They  leave  for  New  York 
today. 
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The  Higgins  Family  in 

"The  Covered  Trailer" 

with  James  Gleason,  Lucille  Gleason, 
_  Russell  Gleason 

Repu''     )  63   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 
GOOD     FAMILY     ENTERTAINMENT 
WITH  PLENTY  OF  LAUGHS  SHOULD  BE 
WELL  RECEIVED. 

As  good  family  comedy  entertainment, 
this  should  be  well  received.  It  moves 
fast,  has  a  lot  of  laughs,  some  of  the  sit- 
uations seem  a  little  forced  in  spots,  but 
in  the  main  most  are  well  concocted,  and 
the  piece  adds  up  to  enjoyable  fare  for 
regular  audiences.  The  Gleasons,  James, 
Lucille  and  Russell,  all  do  splendid  work, 
as  does  Harry  Davenport  as  the  grandfather. 
This  old  fellow  certainly  takes  the  footage 
when  he's  on.  Gus  Meins,  the  director, 
contributed  a  lot  to  the  fun  by  getting  ev- 
erything possible  from  the  gags  and  moving 
the  affair  at  such  a  sprightly  pace.  Jack 
Townley  wrote  the  screenplay  from  an  orig- 
inal by  himself  and  M.  Coates  Webster. 
The  Gleason  family  of  father,  mother, 
daughter  (Mary  Beth  Hughes)  and  son, 
Tommy  Ryan,  are  about  to  leave  for  a 
vacation  in  South  America  when  a  change 
in  plans  causes  them  to  seek  a  sort  of  hide- 
out in  the  mountains  with  grandpa,  Harry 
Davenport,  and  son,  Russell  Gleason.  The 
boat  that  they  are  on  is  sunk  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  family  is  lost.  Hobart 
Cavanaugh  uses  the  situation  to  steal  a 
large  sum  from  the  bank  where  he  is 
assistant  cashier  to  Gleason.  The  blame 
is  placed  on  Gleason  who  returns  in  time 
to  show  Cavanaugh  up  and  to  straighten 
out  everything. 

CAST:  James  Gleason,  Lucille  Gleason, 
Russell  Gleason,  Harry  Davenport,  Mary  Beth 
Hughes,  Tommy  Ryan,  Maurice  Murphy, 
Maude  Eburne,  Spencer  Charters,  Tom  Ken- 
nedy, Hobart  Cavanaugh,  Pierre  Watkin, 
Frank  Dae,  Richard  Tucker,  Willie  Best, 
Walter  Penner. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Gus  Meins;  Produc- 
tion Manager,  Al  Wilson;  Authors,  Jack 
Townley  and  M.  Coates  Webster;  Screen- 
play, Jack  Townley;  Cameraman,  Arthur 
Martinelli;  Supervising  Editor,  Murray  Seld- 
sen;  Editor,  Ray  Snyder;  Art  Director,  John 
Victor  Mackay;  Musical  Director,  Cy  Feuer. 

DIRECTION,  Sprightly.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Hold  "First  Love"  in  Chi 

Chicago — RKO  Palace,  which  re- 
cently dropped  vaude,  will  hold 
"First  Love"  and  "Full  Confession" 
for  another  week. 


Metro  Signs  Del  Rio 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Metro  has  signed  Do- 
lores Del  Rio  to  play  the  femme 
lead  in  "Arouse  and  Beware,"  Wally 
Beery  starrer. 


3rd  for  "20's"  In  Loop 

Chicago — B  &  K  is  holding  War- 
ners "The  Roaring  Twenties"  for  a 
third  Loop  week  at  the  Garrick  the- 
ater. 


"Call  a  Messenger" 

with   Billy  Halop,  Huntz  Hall, 

Robert  Armstrong,  Mary  Carlisle 

Universal  65   Mins. 

COMEDY   DRAMA  WITH   "DEAD   END" 

KIDS   HAS  ABLE  CAST  AND  PLENTY  OF 

ACTION. 

Several  of  the  "Dead  End  Kids,"  some  of 
the  "Little  Tough  Guys"  and  a  number  of 
seasoned  players  were  rounded  up  for  this 
new  Universal  release,  resulting  in  an  en- 
tertaining program  picture.  There  is  action, 
romance  and  drama,  plus  a  well-paced  story. 
Billy  Halop,  Huntz  Hall,  Mary  Carlisle, 
Robert  Armstrong,  Anne  Nagel,  Larry  Crab- 
be  and  Victor  Jory  have  been  cast  in  the 
top  roles  and  they  all  do  justice  to  the  pic- 
ture. Armstrong,  the  manager  of  a  Postal 
Telegraph  district,  gives  Halop  a  job  as  a 
messenger  boy  to  keep  him  from  going  to 
reform  school  when  he  is  caught  burglariz- 
ing a  Postal  office.  Mary,  Billy's  sister,  is 
mixed  up  with  Crabbe,  a  gangster  that  Billy 
dislikes,  and  he  is  determined  to  end  their 
friendship  in  spite  of  Crabbe's  promises  to 
get  their  brother,  Jory,  out  of  jail.  Halop 
gets  jobs  for  the  rest  of  his  gang  as  Postal 
boys  through  Armstrong's  help.  Crabbe 
tries  to  rob  the  office  to  get  Halop  in  bad 
after  he  gets  Mary  to  stop  seeing  him,  but 
Billy  and  his  gang,  in  a  fast  finish,  clean  up 
the  whole  situation,  with  motorcycles  given 
to  the  boys  as  a  reward. 

CAST:  Billy  Halop,  Huntz  Hall,  Robert 
Armstrong,  Mary  Carlisle,  Anne  Nagel, 
Larry  Crabbe,  Victor  Jory,  El  Brendel, 
Jimmy  Butler,  George  Offerman,  Jr.,  Hally 
Chester,  William  Benedict,  David  Gorcey, 
Harris  Berger. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Kenneth 
Goldsmith;  Director,  Arthur  Lubin;  Screen- 
play, Arthur  T.  Horman;  Based  on  an  or- 
iginal story  by  Sally  Sandlin  and  Michel 
Kraike;  Cameraman,   Elwood   Bredell. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Harry  Brandt  Extends  Tour 
to  Cover  Thirteen  Cities 


[Continued  from  Page  1) 

he  will  keep  already  pre-arranged 
appointments  with  exhib.  leaders  in 
an  attempt  to  consolidate  views  on 
such  matters  as  the  Government's 
New  York  equity  action  against  the 
majors;  the  proposed  trade  practice 
code;  the  appearance  of  film  stars  on 
radio  programs;  and  stars  who  have 
"outlived  their  usefulness." 

Leaving  New  York  on  Monday 
night,  Brandt  will  make  Pittsburgh 
his  first  stop,  continuing:  to  Cleve- 
land, Detroit,  Chicago,  Minneapolis, 
Des  Moines.  Omaha,  Denver,  Salt 
Lake  City,  San  Francisco,  Los  An- 
geles, Dallas,  and  New  Orleans.  He 
expects  to  return  here  by  Christ- 
mas. 

Brandt's  extension  of  his  original 
itinerary  was  announced  in  the  wake 
of  yesterdav's  ITOA  meeting  in  the 
Hotel  Astor,  at  which  organization 
members  expressed  great  dissatis- 
faction with  the  arbitration  board's 
award  of  10  per  cent  wage  increase 
to  members  of  Local  306  operators. 


"Fugitive  at  Large" 

with    Jack    Holt,    Patricia    Ellis,    "Big    Boy'' 

Williams 
Columbia  66   Mins. 

MELLER  WITH  MISTAKEN  IDENTITY 
THEME  IS  ENTERTAINING  SCREEN- 
FARE. 

Frameups,  fist  fights,  jail  breaks  and 
action  galore  are  injected  into  this  new 
Jack  Holt  vehicle,  with  the  picture  good 
entertainment  in  every  respect.  Mistaken 
identity  theme  is  well  worked  out  in  the 
picture,  with  Holt  the  innocent  victim  of  a 
frameup.  Holt  is  expert  as  the  hard-boiled 
construction  engineer.  Supporting  cast  is 
more  than  capable,  with  such  players  as 
Stanley  Fields,  Arthur  Hohl,  Weldon  Hey- 
burn  and  Guinn  "Big  Boy"  Williams  in- 
cluded. Patricia  Ellis  has  the  picture's 
principal  feminine  role  as  the  wife  of  one 
of  the  crooks.  Holt  arrives  from  South  Amer- 
ica to  take  over  an  important  job  on  a  big 
construction  project.  Two  escaped  con- 
victs working  on  the  job  tip  off  a  friend  to 
Holt's  remarkable  resemblance  to  him,  the 
crooks  steal  the  payroll  and  Holt  gets  a 
20  year  jail  sentence  when  he  can't  prove 
his  innocence.  He  escapes  from  jail,  but 
runs  afoul  of  the  law  again.  However, 
while  he  is  being  questioned  the  real  crim- 
inal pulls  off  a  bank  holdup  and  Holt's 
true  identity  is  established.  A  rousing 
climax  cleans  up  the  gang  and  Holt  goes 
back  to  his  job  completely  exonerated. 

CAST:  Jack  Holt,  Patricia  Ellis,  Stanley 
Fields,  Arthur  Hohl,  Weldon  Heyburn,  Guinn 
"Big  Boy"  Williams,  Don  Douglas,  Leon 
Ames,  Cy  Kendall. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Lewis  D.  Collins;  Original  Story  and 
Screenplay,  Eric  Taylor;  Cameraman,  James 
Brown;  Editor,   Dwight  Caldwell. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Grand  National  Creditors 
Agree  on  Payment  Program 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

present  feeling  that  such  a  group 
would  not  be  necessary. 

Amounts  claimed  by  the  creditors 
represent  money  due  from  both  the 
present  GN  organization  and  the  old 
Grand  National  Films,  Inc. 

In  a  formal  statement  to  Peter 
B.  Olney,  Jr.,  referee  in  bankruptcy, 
the  creditors  are  agreeable  to  a 
schedule  of  payments   as  follows: 

(A)  A  sum  equal  to  25  per  cent 
of  the  respective  claims  within  45 
days  after  the  confirmation  of  the 
plan.  (B)  a  sum  equal  to  15  per 
cent  within  seven  months  after  the 
confirmation  of  the  plan.  (C)  A 
sum  equal  to  10  per  cent  within  10 
months.  (D)  A  sum  equal  to  25  per 
cent  within  14  months.  (E)  A  sum 
equal  to  25  per  cent  within  18 
months. 

Another  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
tomorrow  before  Olney. 

"Mr.  Smith"   Finally  Set 

Chicago— Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith 
Goes  to  "Washington"  is  set  for  an 
extended  run  at  the  B  &  K  Apollo. 


"Overland  Mail" 

with  Jack   Randall,  Vince  Barnett, 

Jean     Joyce 

Monogram  51    Mins. 

WELL  PACED  WESTERN  WITH  PLENTY 
OF  ACTION  WILL  SATISFY  COWBOY 
FANS. 

Variety  is  the  spice  of  life  and  not  one 
song  is  crooned  in  this  new  Monogram  re- 
lease, althougth  Jack  Randall,  the  star, 
has  one  of  the  finest  voices  of  any  of 
the  cowboy  crooners  recently  going  on  a 
concert  tour.  However,  the  action  is  fast 
and  the  story  has  been  well  paced.  Ran- 
dall is  supported  by  a  capable  cast  includ- 
ing Vince  Barnett,  Tristam  Coffin  and  Glen 
Strange.  Jean  Joyce  is  decorative  as  the 
feminine  interest.  Randall,  rider  for  the 
overland  mail,  learns  that  an  Indian  up- 
rising is  imminent  because  of  the  murder 
of  a  member  of  the  tribe.  Base  town  for 
the  mail  route  is  also  being  used  as  a 
hideout  by  a  gang  of  counterfeiters.  Ran- 
dall and  a  Federal  agent  round  up  the  gang 
and  turn  the  leader,  Coffin,  over  to  the 
Indians  when  they  learn  that  he  murdered 
the   dead    member   of   the   tribe. 

CAST:  Jack  Randall,  Vince  Barnett,  Jean 
Jcyce,  Tristam  Coffin,  Glen  Strange,  George 
Cleveland,  Harry  Semels,  Dennis  Moore, 
Merrill  McCormick,  Joe  Garcia,  Maxine  Les- 
lie, James   Sheridan,   Hal   Price. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Tansey;  Di- 
rector, Robert  Hill;  Story  and  Screenplay, 
Robert  Emmett;  Cameraman,  Bert  Longe- 
necker;   Editor,    Robert   Golden. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Seal  for  "Berlin"  Waits 

on  National  Title  Change 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Globe  Theater,  Broadway,  on  Satur- 
day. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Hays 
office  is  withholding  its  seal  until 
the   title   is    changed   nationally. 

The  New  York  censors  previously 
had  banned  the  picture  and  the  title. 
Following  conferences  in  which  Vin- 
cent Hart,  attorney,  represented  the 
distributors,  Producers  Distributing 
Corp.,  the  censors  passed  the  pic- 
ture with  some  deletions  but  insisted 
that  Hitler's  name  be  omitted  from 
the  title. 

According  to  Harry  Rathner,  East 
ern  representative  for  the  producers, 
different  state  censors  have  different 
opinions.  Those  who  passed  the  pic- 
ture, vetoed  the  title  and  others  who 
did  not  object  to  the  title  rejected 
the  picture. 


Richmond,  Va. — The  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, reversing  its  stand,  has  re- 
fused to  grant  a  license  for  the 
showing  in  Virginia  of  "Hitler,  Beast 
of  Berlin"  on  the  grounds  that  it 
would  arouse  "violent"  resentment 
against  Germany  and  "tend  to  incite 
crime." 

The  censor  board  originally  issued 
a  license,  but  later  revoked  it.  A 
new  application  by  the  distributors. 
Trio  Productions,  Inc.,  of  Washing- 
ton, for  a  license  was  rejected. 
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THE  MOHAWK 

beat  "Alexander's 
Ragtime  Band"  in 
16  spots,  and  beat 
either  "Jesse  James" 
or  "The  Rains  Came" 
in  the  other  16! 
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Equity  to  Press  Sole  Control  of  Television   Talent 

MAYOR  TALKS  EASTERNPRODUCTION  WITHJANKERS 

Night  Racing  at  Low  Admissions  Worrying  N. Y.  Exhibs. 


Showmen  Hope  Enabling  Act 

Will     Put     Flooring 

Under  Prices 

Albany  —  Overwhelming  vote 
given  pari-mutuel  horse  race  betting 
by  New  York  State's  voters  last 
week  has  given  previously  indiffer- 
ent exhibs.  something  new  to  worry 
about  besides  Bingo,  available  prints 
and  clearances.  Last  minute  opposi- 
tion by  Western  New  York  MPTO 
failed  to  stem  a  3-1  favorable  vote 
in  Buffalo  and  Erie  County,  where 
already  rumors  of  options  on  two 
proposed  tracks  are  making  pix  peo- 
ple jittery.    Public  opinion  elsewhere 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

50  P.  g.¥ganadian 

THEATERS  ARE  INDIES 


Montreal — Percentage  of  indie  the- 
aters in  Canada  declined  slightly  in 
1938  while  the  multiple-owned  and 
circuit  units  advanced  approximately 
4  per  cent,  Dominion  Bureau  of  Sta- 
tistics survey,  just  announced,  dis- 
closes. 

Exactly  one-half  the  theaters  in 
Canada  are  now  independently  owned 
and  these  take  in  26.6  per  cent  of 
the  total  receipts  and  account  for 
30.0    per    cent   of   the    total    admis- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Five  Theaters  in  Chi.  "Subway  Circuit" 

Chicago — Five  downtown  theaters  will  have  direct  connections  with  the  new 
Chicago  subways  under  State  and  Dearborn  Sts.  For  the  past  six  months,  Rapp  &  R.app. 
theater  architects,  has  been  making  studies  for  B  &  K  to  ascertain  the  best  method  to 
make  the  connections  for  the  Chicago,  the  State  Lake,  the  Roosevelt  and  United  Artists. 
It  is  expected  the  new  Telenews  Theater,  going  into  the  State  Randolph  Building,  also 
will  have  a  subway  entrance. 


FIX  "LYNTON"  BALM 
TOTAL  AT  $153,030 


$600,000  Assured  for  GN, 
Hammons  to  Tell  Creditors 


E.  W.  Hammons,  president  of 
Grand  National,  is  slated  to  go  be- 
fore the  company's  creditors  today 
and  announce  that  $150,000  has  been 
pledged  to  be  added  to  the  $450,000 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


SPG  Seeks  Quick  Action 

On  Producer  Agreement 

West    Coast    Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  has  adopted  the  following 
resolution: 

"The  executive  committee  is  here- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Damages  against  M-G-M  Pictures 
Corp.,  M-G-M  Distributing  Corp., 
Loew's,  Inc.,  and  Culver  Exnort  Co. 
for  plagiarism  of  the  play,  "Dishon- 
ored Lady,"  written  by  Edward  Shel- 
don and  Margaret  Ayer  Barnes,  in 
the  film,  "Letty  Lynton,"  were  fixed 
yesterday  by  stipulation  at  $153030. 

The  breakdown  shows  $115,803  as 
one-fifth  of  the  net  profits  of  the 
picture,  $34,595  in  attorney's  fees 
and  interest,  and  $2,632  in  costs  and 
disbursements.  The  figures  are  in- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Film  Leaders  at  Charter 
Meeting  of  Cinema  Lodge 

Charter  presentation  meeting:  of 
Cinema  Lodge,  No.  1365,  B'Nai 
B'rith,  in  the  grand  ballroom  of  the 
Hotel  Edison  last  night  attracted 
more  than  600  industry  members, 
including  more  than  a  score  of  top 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


ADJOURN  EQUITY  CASE 
CONFABS  TO  NOV.  30 


Conferences  between  Paul  Williams, 
Special  Assistant  Attorney  General, 
and  attorneys  for  the  major  compa- 
nies in  reference  to  fixing  interro- 
gatories in  the  government's  equity 
suit  were  adjourned  yesterday  to 
Nov.  30. 

At  the  same  time,  a  stipulation 
was  filed  in  the  Federal  Court  ex- 
tending the  time  of  the  Government 
to  answer  United  Artists  interroga- 
tories to  Nov.  30,  and  for  other  ma- 
jor defendants  to  answer  those  in- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Defendants  in  B  &  K  Case 
Ask  More  Time  for  Answers 


Chicago — An  extension  to  Dec.  1 
to  complete  the  defendants'  answers 
to  the  Government's  briefs  in  the 
contempt  action  against  B  &  K  has 
been  asked  by  David  Levinson, 
United  Artists  attorney  here,  in  a 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Equity  Announces  it  Will  Organize 
All  Actors  Appearing  in  Television 


Industry's  Golden  Jubilee 
Clicked  With  U.  S.  Papers 

Press  comment  on  the  industry's 
recent  Golden  Jubilee  was  96.7  per 
cent  favorable,  the  MPPDA  disclosed 
yesterday,  following  tabulation. 
Neutral  comment  was  2.8  per  cent, 
adverse  exactly  ,5. 


Smouldering  feud  over  actor  union 
jurisdiction  of  television  flamed  again 
yesterday  when  Equity  declared  that 
it  alone  controlled  the  field  and  that 
it  would  proceed  to  organize  televi- 
sion actors.  Actor  unions  have  been 
attempting  to  agree  upon  scales  and 
working  conditions  through  a  joint 
committee  and  it  was  believed  that 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Conferences  Are   Progressing 

Quietly;    Meets    With 

Unions  Continue 

Discussions  between  Mayor  Fio- 
rello  H.  LaGuardia  and  outstanding 
financial  houses  in  New  York  City 
regarding  backing  for  the  Mayor's 
plan  to  stimulate  Eastern  produc- 
tion have  been  progressing  quietly 
for  some  time,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday from  sources  close  to  the 
Mayor. 

The  Mayor's  huddles  in  the  past 
two  weeks  with  union  representa- 
tives have  been  conducted  with  an 
eye  towards  assuring  the  banking 
houses  of  co-operation  by  the  unions, 
and  with  a  view  towards  stabilizing 
labor  conditions  to  insure  a  smooth 
working  status  for  production  here. 

It  was  learned  yesterday  that  the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

NO  PLANSTOPRODUCE 

AS  INDIE-ROOSEVELT 


James  Roosevelt  yesterday  told 
Thh  Film  Daily  that  a  published 
report  linking  him  with  a  new  inde- 
pendent producing  company  which 
he  supposedly  would  organize  was 
"news"  to  him.  He  denied  that  such 
a  move  was  contemplated. 

Roosevelt  said  that  he  had  also 
heard  that  he  had  been  negotiating 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Drop  in  Positive  Film 

Exports  is  Discounted 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington  —  U.   S.   exports   of 
positive     motion     picture     film     de- 
creased   more    than    27,000,000   feet 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Pay  of  Studio  Carpenters, 
IBEW  UP  at  Dec.  6  Confab 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Carpenters,  the  Inter- 
national  Brotherhood   of   Electrical 
Workers   and   Transportation   Driv- 
(Coniinued  on  Page  6) 
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B                                                          ■» 

f  innnciRL 

NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat liy4     "Vi     "¥4     

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi%) 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..      1 V4       1  Vi       1 V*  +     Vs 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 9%       9%       9%  +     Vi 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.     Kodak     164'/2  163       164Vi   +  lV4 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 125/8     12'/4     12%—     % 

Loew's,     Inc 35%     35  Vi     35%   +     % 

do    pfd 

Paramount    8%       8%       83^  -f     1/4 

Paramount    1st    pfd..   91 1/2     91  Vi     91  Vi   +  1  Vi 
Paramount   2nd    pfd..    10  9%     10       +     V4 

Pathe  Film   10%     10Vi     105/8      

RKO     

20th    Century-Fox    ..   13%     13%     13%   +     % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    23%     23%     23%   +     % 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner  Bros 4V4       4%       4%      

do    pfd 47         47        47         

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3Vis46.1005/8  100%  100%   +     % 

Para.   B'way   3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3'/4s47  85%     85%     85 Vi     

RKO   6s41     55         55         55       +1 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1  Vi       1  Vi       1  Vi  +     % 

Technicolor    12%     12%     12%     

Trans-Lux 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3%       3  3         

Universal    Picts 8Vi       8Vi       8Vi  —     Vi 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd lOOVi  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's   Thea.    Realty   6s    1st   '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   66        68 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st  '57 62         64 


MPPDA  to  Present  Series 

of  Musical  Films  Today 

The  MPPDA  will  present  a  caval- 
cade of  musical  films  at  the  Sky- 
Line  Theater  in  the  Chanin  Bldg. 
this  morning,  when  the  Mus- 
ical Adventure  Club  will  be  the 
guests.  The  cavalcade  will  begin 
with  the  first  talkie,  "The  Jazz 
Singer"  and  the  first  Technicolor 
musical,  "Viennese  Nights,"  which 
starred  Alexander  Gray  and  Ber- 
nice  Claire,  carrying  the  advance 
of  screen-made  history  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  Program  will  be  presented 
by  Arthur  De  Bra  in  co-operation 
with  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Etude 
Magazine. 


■ 

PROGRESS 
FILM  LIBRARY 

- 

■ 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 

• 

■ 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  N.Y.C. 

BRYANT  9S600 

■ 

Take  Depositions  in  Scott 

Suit  Against  Interstate 

Dallas — Tom  C.  Irby,  court  re- 
porter, has  started  taking  depositions 
in  the  case  filed  by  Paul  P.  Scott, 
former  owner  of  the  Varsity  Thea- 
ter of  Dallas,  against  Interstate  Cir- 
cuit, Texas  Consolidated  Theaters, 
Karl  Hoblitzelle,  R.  J.  O'Donnell  and 
Paramount.  The  suit  is  being 
brought  under  the  Sherman  anti- 
trust act.  It  is  to  be  tried  in  Federal 
Judge  William  H.  AtwelPs  court. 
The  docket  will  be  set  on  Dec.  9, 
which  assures  an  early  hearing  of 
the  issue,  as  Judge  Atwell  keeps 
well  up  with  his  docket. 


"Gulliver's  Travels" 

Will  Run  77  Minutes 


Miami  — ■  "Gulliver's  Travels," 
Fleischer-produced  feature  cartoon 
in  Technicolor  for  Paramount,  will 
have  a  77-minute  running  time.  Fea- 
ture, it  is  learned,  is  being  brought 
in  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,000. 


Paramount  yesterday  arranged 
with  R.  H.  Macy  to  place  a  30-foot 
figure  of  Gulliver  in  the  store's  an- 
nual Thanksgiving  Day  parade. 


Andy  Smith  In  Pittsburgh 
on  RKO  Deal  With  Warners 


Pittsburgh — Andy  Smith,  RKO 
sales  exec,  was  here  this  week  with 
Leonard  Schlessinger,  assistant  to 
Josenh  Bernhard,  general  manager 
of  Warner  Bros.  Theaters,  working 
on  a  deal  with  Harry  Kalmine,  local 
zone  manager,  covering,  the  new 
season's  product  for  the  entire  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  circuit. 


Charles  Perry  to  Take 

New  Post  In  Detroit 


Detroit  —  Charles  Perrv,  chief 
barker  of  the  local  Variety  Club,  has 
resigned  as  manager  of  the  Adams 
Theater,  first-run  Balaban  house,  to 
take  an  undisclosed  new  Detroit 
post.  No  successor  has  been  ap- 
pointed as  yet. 


"Blue  Bird"  After  Jan.  1 

Twentieth-Fox  plans  a  New  York 
premiere  shortly  after  Jan.  1  for 
Shirley  Temple's  "The  Blue  Bird" 
which  will  be  a  roadshow. 


Schench  Again  Aids 
Paralysis  Campaign 

Joseph  M.  Schenck,  20th-Fox  board 
chairman,  will  again  serve  as  vice-chair- 
man of  the  Committee  for  the  Celebra- 
tion of  the  President's  Birthday,  Keith 
Morgan,  chair- 
man, announced 
here  yesterday. 
A  d  d  i  ttonally, 
the  film  exec, 
will  function  as 
California  state 
chairman  for 
the  1940  "Fight 
I  n  fa  n  t  i  I  e 
Paralysis" 
campaign. 

Polio  cam- 
paign's main 
features  will  be 
the  birthday 
celeb  rations, 
expected  to  ex- 
ceed  10,000 
throughout  the 
JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  country,  and 
the  "March  of 
Dimes,"  for  which  Eddie  Cantor  will  be 
radio  chairman.  Sports  Council,  a  new 
departure  this  year,  will  direct  the 
"March  of  Sport"  under  Grant-land  Rice's 
direction. 

Distribution   of   funds   raised   will    fol- 
low last  year's  plan. 


Press  Circuit  Expansion 

in  Illinois  and  Indiana 


Chicago — Circuit  expansion  is  un- 
der way  in  this  territory.  Essaness 
has  acquired  Elmer  Benesch's  Lib- 
erty; Alliance  Theater  Corp.  has 
added  the  Mars,  Marseilles,  and  the 
Orpheum,  Terre  Haute;  the  Arm  en- 
trout  circuit  is  expanding  in  Pitts- 
field  and  Barry,  and  C.  T.  Dusin- 
berre  in  Red  Budd.  Indiana  &  Il- 
linois circuit,  which  has  renamed 
the  Lexington,  recently  taken  over 
from  Warners,  as  the  Lex,  will  build 
another  in  Michigan  City. 


CODING  ADD  GOMG 


JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK  has  arrived  on  the 
Coast   by   plane   from   New   York. 

KENNETH  THOMSON,  SAC  executive  secre- 
tary,  leave  New  York   next  week  for  the  Coast. 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER,  RKO  president,  has 
returned  to  the  home  office  from  Flori/'"' 

NED  E.  DEPINET,  RKO  Radio's  vice-pi^.dent. 
and  S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  director  of  pub- 
licity-advertising, returned  to  New  York  yester- 
day  from    Rocky    Mount,    N.    C. 

CHARLES  BOYER,  film  actor,  and  his  wife, 
PAT  PATTERSON,  arrive  in  New  York  early 
next   week   by  Clipper   from   Lisbon,    Portugal. 

SOL  LESSER  leaves  Hollywood  today  for  New 
York. 

MOE  JEROME  and  JACK  SCHOLL,  song 
writers,  have  arrived  in  Hollywood  from  New 
York. 

YAKIMA  CANUTT,  stunt  man,  has  left  Hol- 
lywood for  Flagstaff,  Ariz.,  to  join  the  Warner 
unit    making    exteriors    for   "Virginia    City." 

KEN  HALLAM,  RKO  Radio's  promotional 
radio  contact  man;  FRANK  STICH  and  LOUIS 
ALLEMAN,  exploiteers,  returned  to  the  home 
office  yesterday  from   Rocky  Mount,  N.  C. 

JAMES  CAGNEY  leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow 
for  his  home  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass. 

BETTE  DAVIS  has  arrived  in  Hollywood  by 
auto  from  the  East,  accompanied  by  her  aunt 
and  uncle. 

BEN  Y.  CAMMACK,  export  manager  for  RKO 
Radio,  sails  from  New  York  tomorrow  on  the 
Santa   Lucia   for   Peru. 

MONROE  CREENTHAL,  UA's  exploitation  di- 
rector, arrived  yesterday  in  Toronto,  and  will 
visit  Ottawa  and  Montreal  subsequently  in  be- 
half  of   Korda's   "The   Lion   Has   Wings." 

ALBERT  DE  COURVILLE,  British  director- 
producer,  has  arrived  in  New  York  from  the 
Coast. 


Film  of  Royal  Visit  Will 

Have  Premiere  Tomorrow 


Montreal  —  Official  film  of  last 
summer's  Royal  visit  is  to  have  its 
world  premiere  in  Ottawa  tomorrow, 
followed  by  a  showing  Monday  in 
London,  Ont. 

The  Government  announced  yes- 
terday that  its  share  of  the  pro- 
ceeds will  be  turned  over  to  the  Red 
Cross  fund,  and  film  companies  co- 
operating in  the  presentation  and 
distribution  will  also  devote  their 
share  to  that  organization. 


Discontinue  20th-Fox  Suit 

Stockholders'  suit  of  Millie  Simm 
and  Annie  Kopple  against  20th-Fox 
Film  Corp.  was  marked  discontin- 
ued yesterday  in  a  stipulation  filed 
in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court. 
Suit  had  charged  waste  and  misman- 
agement against  company  officials 
and  had  sought  $25,000,000  dam- 
ages. 


CFI  to  Pay  25  Cents 

Consolidated  Film  Industries  will 
pay  a  25  cent  per  share  dividend  on 
the  company's  preferred  stock  on 
Dec.  27  to  stockholders  of  Dec.  5 
record.  Including  this  dividend,  the 
1939  total  paid  will  amount  to  $1 
per  share. 


Tippett  Versus  Universal 
Suit  Goes  to  Trial  Jan. 


16 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Aaron  J.  Levy  yesterday  ordered 
the  suit  of  John  B.  Tippett,  Inc.,  for 
$600,000  damages  against  Universal 
Pictures  Corp.  to  proceed  to  trial  on 
Jan.  16.  The  plaintiff  claims  a 
breach  of  a  five  year  contract  made 
in  June,  1932,  under  which  it  al- 
legedly secured  the  right  to  sell  the 
defendant  raw  film   stock. 


RKO  Closes  Two  Circuits 

RKO  Radio  has  closed  with  the 
Walter  Reade  Circuit  of  New  Jersey 
and  the  Cocalis  Circuit  of  Manhat- 
tan and  the  Bronx  for  1939-40  prod- 
uct. 


B  &  K  Board  to  Meet 

Chicago — A  meeting  of  B  &  K's 
board  of  directors  will  be  held 
shortly  to  take  action  on  the  pre- 
ferred and  common  stock  year-end 
dividends. 

THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Timet 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«uh  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By  Richard   Maibaum   and  Harry  Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


You  Need  Warner  Bros. 

For  CAGNEY'S  'ROARING  '20s'-For'THE  OLD  MAID'-For  'DUST 

BE  MY  DESTINY' -For  DAVIS  and  FLYNN  in  'ELIZABETH  and 

FSSEX'  •  For  'DRESS  PARADE'  ('Dead  End7  Kids)  •  For  MUNI'S 

'WE  ARE  NOT  ALONE'  (Jane  Bryan;  by  the  author  of  'Mr. 

Chips')- For 'THE  RETURN  OF 

DR.  X'  •  For  CAGNEY,  O'BRIEN, 

BRENT  in 'THE  FIGHTING 

69TH'-For0BER0N  in 'WE 

SHALL  MEET  AGAIN'  •  For 

FLYNN  in 'VIRGINIA  CITY' 

(Miriam  Hopkins,  Randolph 

Scott) -For 'A  CHILD  IS 
BORN'  (Geraldine  Fitzgerald)  •  For  'YEARS  WITHOUT 
DAYS'  (Garfield,  O'Brien,  Ann  Sheridan)  •  For  'BROTHER 
RAT  AND  A  BABY'  (Priscilla  Lane,  Jane  Bryan,  Eddie  Albert, 
Wayne  Morris)  •  For  'INVISIBLE  STRIPES'  (George  Raft, 
Jane  Bryan,  William  Holden)  •  For  ROBINSON  in  'DR.  EHRLICH' 

You  Need  Warner  Bros! 

JACK  L.  WARNER,  In  Charge  of  Production         .         HAL  B.  WALLIS,  Executive  Producer 


CWlEi? 
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50  P.  G.  OF  CANADIAN 
THEATERS  ARE  INDIES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sions.  Theaters  belonging  to  two  or 
three-unit  multiples  formed  13.9  per 
cent  of  the  total  number,  took  in 
9.4  per  cent  of  the  total  receipts  and 
accounted  for  11.1  per  cent  of  all 
theater  admissions.  Theater  groups 
of  four  or  more  units  each  included 
36.1  per  cent  of  the  total  number 
of  houses,  secured  64.0  per  cent  of 
the  dollar  receipts  and  58.9  per  cent 
of  the  total  attendance. 

Itinerant  shows  revealed  a  marked 
popularity  during  1938,  64  operators 
reporting  receipts  of  $134,146  and 
631,596  paid  admissions  to  their  en- 
tertainment. 

Seating  capacity  in  Canadian  the- 
aters was  reported  at  slightly  more 
than  640,000  or  one  seat  for  every 
18  persons.  On  the  average,  28 
per  cent  of  these  seats  were  occupied 
for  each  performance. 


No  Plans  to  Produce  as 

Indie — James  Roosevelt 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
with  George  J.  Schaefer,  president 
of  RKO,  a  report  which  he  also 
denied,  adding  that  "as  far  as  I 
know,  Schaefer  has  been  in  the 
South." 


"Flesh"  in  Dallas  House 

Dallas — Majestic,  committed  to  a 
"flesh"  policy,  will  have  five  acts  of 
vaude  along  with  "Dancing  Co-ed," 
starting  tomorrow.  Stage  bookings 
to  follow  include  Weaver  Bros,  and 
Elviry,  now  making  a  third  "fare- 
well" tour  over  Interstate;  Dave 
Apollon,  a  Major  Bowes  unit  and 
Jimmie  Lunceford  and  ork. 


Study  Guide  Record  Sale 

Record  sale  for  a  film  study  guide 
was  claimed  by  Warners  yesterday 
which  reported  more  than  11,000 
copies  of  the  "Elizabeth  and  Essex" 
guide  had  been  sold  in  a  week. 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  17 

John   R.   Freuler  Samuel  Goldstein 

Crane  Wilbur  Eddie    Baker 

Frank  Fay  Edna  Murphy 

Milton   H.    Feld  Leon    Rosenberg 

NOVEMBER  18 
Frances  Marion  Claude   Macgowan 

Margaret  Seddon  Eugenia    Cilbert 

NOVEMBER  19 

Wallace  Sullivan  Ralph     Gervers 

Nancy  Carroll  Louis    Craf 

William  Massce 


ALCNS  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  OALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •  •  WHETHER  the  Lion  of  Baker  Field. ....  .is  any  blood  rela- 
tive of  the  Lion  of  M-G-M,  Papa  Leo we  don't  profess  to  know 

But  there's  a  certain  similarity in  that  the  pigskin  warriors  of  Lou 

Little and  the  promotional  warriors  of  Howard  Dietz like  to 

"shoot  the  works" One  recent  noontide this  colyum  ear- wit- 
nessed Prof.  Lou  discussing  the  advantages  of  wide  open  play 

and   "hipper-dipper"   stuff A    prerequisite,    avers   Prof.    Lou.    is    a 

good  strong  line 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •     •     NOW  over  on  the  Metro  campus  this  season Head 

Coach  Howard  Dietz  has  a  good  strong  line .  .including  a  cou- 
ple of  stalwart  performers  named  "Ninotchka"  (the  only  "unpro- 
nounceable" who  somehow  didn't  head  for  Fordham)  and  "The 

Marx  Brothers  at  the  Circus". . So  Prof.  Dietz  and  his  staff  have 

held   the   time  propitious. ....  .for  promotional   "hipper-dipper" 

tactics. ....  .and  are  accordingly  "shooting  the  works" Say  the 

Metro  boys  to  Mr.  Exhib.: "Be  daring  as  you  sell  M-G-M's 

daring  comedy  'Ninotchka' " So,  by  way  of  letting  Mr.  Exhib. 

know  that  Metro  practices  what  it  preaches the  entire  trade 

and  general  campaign  for  the  pix  is  supercharged  with  rampant 

gaiety which  is  as  attention-riveting  and  exciting  in  its  way 

as  a  series  of  downfield  laterals the  type  of  stuff,  which  when 

well  executed,  and  it  is, will  score 


•      •      •     THE  same  type  of  tactics  are  being  used  at  the  local  Cap- 
itol Theater....  ..where  the  Dietz  System  is  used  by  Ben   Serkowich 

to  limelight  "The  Marx  Brothers  at  the  Circus" also  behind 

which  Metro  has  put  a  gay  and  frothy  campaign  nationally Ben's 

publicity  yarns  rule  out  all  conservatism Here's  a  sample: 

"Current  prices  quoted  on  imitators  of  the  Marx  Brothers,  for  street  walk- 
ing ballyhoo  purposes  is  as  follows: ......  if  you  care  to  know 

Groucho  (high  average)  $5  per  day  with  painted  or  real  mustache 

Chico,  ditto. Harpo.   with  red  silk  wig,  $7.50  per  day" Ben 

then  tells  of  some  60  trios  of  impersonators  of  the  comedians  having 

applied  at  the  Capitol and  explains  that  the  Harpo  character  gets 

more  dough  than  the  other  two  'cause  passersby  grab  at  him. . . . .  .and 

frequently  damage  his  more  intricate  costume  or  wig Several  sets 

of  applicants  wanted  a  higher  rate  for  parading  Broadway  than  Eighth 

or   Sixth   Aves... while   Park,    Lexington   and   Fifth   Ave.    would-be 

paraders  wanted  $2  daily  bonus  on  account  of  having .a  "class 

following" Silly? Sure! but    it    gets    printed! 


•     •     •     SURPRISE  was  the  keynote  of  Ampa's  luncheon  meet- 
ing yesterday for  Expert  John  Kieran  of  the  "Information 

Please"  radio  program  and  film  shorts. .....acted  as  inquisitor  of 

a  quartette  of  industry  experts the  latter  being  Gail  Patrick, 

Boris  Morros,  Charley  Pettijohn  and  Arthur  James ..Ten  ad- 
mittedly  tricky   questions   anent  movies   and   movie   folk   were 

asked having  been  concocted  by  the  respective  offices  of  Paul 

Lazarus  and  Rutgers  Neilson.. Truth  to  tell it's  just  as 

well  that  no  sets  of  the  Encyclopedia  Britanica  and  cash  were  in- 
volved  'cause  Prexy  Paul  and  Dr.  Neilson  would,  as  sub- 

mittors  of  the  queries,  now  be  buried  by  books and  beset  by 

apologetic  creditors 


«      «      « 
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DATC  BOOK 


Nov.  23:  Loew  managers'  Thanksgiving  Beef- 
steak   and    Dance,    Waldorf-Astoria. 

Nov.  25:  Washington  Variety  Club  banquet, 
Willard  Hotel. 

Nov.  25:     Motion      Picture 
dance,    Hotel    Astor. 

Dec.  3-4:  Theater  Owners  Association  o\'"  orth 
and  South  Carolina  Winter  convention, 
Charlotte. 

Dec.  5:  New  Haven  exchange  employes'  Movie 
Ball,  Baybrook  Inn. 

Dec.  20:     Chicago  Night  of  Stars,  the  Stadium. 

Jan.  18:  MPTO  of  Virginia  convention,  John 
Marshall  Hotel,  Richmond. 

Jan.  28:  Actors  Fund  of  America  benefit,  Win- 
ter  Garden. 


Associates     dinner 


Gov't  Profit  on  Propaganda 
Film  Criticized  in  Britain 


London  (By  Cable) — British  Gov- 
ernment's insistence  upon  50  per 
cent  of  the  profits  on  Alexander 
Korda's  "The  Lion  Has  Wings,"  pro- 
duced for  propaganda  purposes  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Air  Minis- 
try, has  stirred  criticism  in  trade 
circles  despite  the  fact  that  the  fea- 
ture is  being  made  available  on  a 
25  per  cent  rental  basis. 

Trade's  position  is  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  expect  to  make 
profits  from  a  picture  of  its  charac- 
ter, the  Daily  Film  Renter  declares. 
Leading  British  trade  paper  also  is 
pressing  the  Ministry  of  Informa- 
tion to  formulate  and  announce  a 
policy  on  propaganda  films,  pointing 
out  that  other  producers  would  like 
to  do  their  bit. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  disclosed 
that  Lord  Halifax  vetoed  a  proposal 
by  Leslie  Howard  and  Maurice  Elvey 
to  dramatize  the  British  White  Pa- 
per. Howard  would  have  played  Sir 
Neville  Henderson  and  story  would 
have  centered  around  the  British 
ambassador's  interviews  with  Hitler 
and  Von  Ribbentrop  which  preceded 
the  outbreak  of  war. 


$600,000  Assured  for  GN, 
Hammons  to  Tell  Creditors 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

RFC  loan.  This  means  that  the 
$600,000  formerly  announced  by  GN 
to  be  forthcoming  has  been  as- 
sured and  that  the  process  of  pay- 
ing off  indebtedness  will  begin 
shortly. 

It  is  understood  that  all  of  the 
unsecured  creditors  have  agreed  to 
accept  the  company's  payment  plan 
which  will  be  placed  before  Peter 
B.  Olney,  referee  in  bankruptcy  to- 
day. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


H.  S.  Musgrave,  president  of  Cen- 
tury Photo  Engraving  Co.,  and  Irene 
Boyle  will  be  married  Dec.  2.  They 
will  sail  for  Miami  Beach  after  the 
ceremony  on  the   Shaunee. 
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FIX  "LYNTON"  BALM 
TOTAL  AT  $153,030 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
corporated    in    a     proposed     decree 
which  has  been   submitted  to  Fed- 
era1    Tudge   William   Bondy  for   his 
sigi..„ture. 

The  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
early  in  the  summer  fixed  damages 
at  one-fifth  of  the  net  profits  of  the 
picture.  On  Nov.  6,  M-G-M,  charg- 
ing eight  errors  in  the  decision, 
asked  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  for 
a  review.  Film  company's  petition 
contended  that  the  copyright  law 
was  nullified  by  the  decision. 


Drop  in  Positive  Film 

Exports  is  Discounted 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  1939 
as  compared  with  the  same  period 
of  1938,  Nathan  D.  Golden,  chief, 
Motion  Picture  Division  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  reported  yes- 
terday in  a  special  study. 

Exports  for  the  first  three-quar- 
ters of  this  year  aggregated  112,- 
486,707  feet  of  positive  film,  with  a 
declared  value  of  $2,284,277  while 
shipments  for  the  first  nine  months 
of  last  year  totaled  140,133,067  feet 
valued  at  $2,989,872. 

"While  this  decline  would,  at  first 
glance,  seem  to  indicate  a  severe 
falling  off  of  our  foreign  motion 
picture  markets,  this  is  not  entirely 
true,  since  it  is  believed  that  Amer- 
ican companies  are  shipping  dupli- 
cate negatives  to  major  markets  hav- 
ing laboratory  facilities  for  the 
printing  of  positive  films,"  the  re- 
port declares.  Motion  picture  equip- 
ment exports  showed  a  correspond- 
ing decrease,  according  to  Golden's 
figures. 


Dallas  Underprivileged  to  See  Free  Pix 

In  Parhs  Thru  Co-op  of  Karl  Hoblitzelle 

Dallas — Free  films  will  return  to  six  Dallas  parks  in  sections  where  underprivileged 
families  will  receive  the  benefit  of  the  entertainment  through  the  co-operation  of 
Karl  Hoblitzelle.  Harry  Stone,  of  the  Park  Board,  has  had  several  conferences  with 
James  Owen  Cherry,  R.  J.  O'Donnell  and  Hoblitzelle,  and  says  that  only  a  few  details 
remain  to  be  worked  out. 


Film  Leaders  at  Charter 
Meeting  of  Cinema  Lodge 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

execs.     A.  W.  Schwalberg  of  War- 
ners, lodge's  president,  presided. 

Speakers  included  the  Rev.  Dr.  C. 
Jeffares  McCcmbe  of  the  St.  An- 
drew and  St.  Paul  M.  E.  Church; 
Rabbi  William  F.  Rosenblum  of  Tem- 
ple Israel;  Jeremiah  O 'Carrol,  Edi- 
tor of  the  National  Catholic  Publica- 
tion, Wisdom;  Harry  Goldberg, 
chairman  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
Committee;  Dr.  Samuel  Ravinett  and 
Harry  Cohn  of  Rehoboth  Lodge;  and 
Harry  B.  Epstein,  president  of  Dis- 
trict Grand  Lodge  No.  1,  who  pre- 
sented the  Charter. 

Telegrams  of  greeting  from  Hon. 
Herbert  Lehman,  Governor  of  New 
York,  Will  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy, 
and  Nat  Levine,  president  of  the 
Beverly  Hills  B'Nai  B'rith  Lodge, 
were  read. 

Among  prominent  industry  mem- 
bers who  attended  were: 

Neil  F.  Agnew,  Barney  Balaban, 
Joseph  Bernhard,  Mort  Blumenstock, 
Clayton  Bond,  Gene  Buck,  Jack  Cohn, 
Ned  Depinet,  Charles  Einfeld,  Carl 
Leserman,  Abe  Montague,  John  J. 
O'Connor,  G.  Payne,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  George  J.  Schaefer,  Abe 
Schneider,  Sam  Schneider,  William 
Scully,  Si  Seadler,  G.  L.  Sears,  Her- 
man Starr,  Major  L.  E.  Thompson, 
Major  Albert  Warner,  Jack  Warner, 
Jr. 


Defendants  in  B  &  K  Case 
Ask  More  Time  for  Answers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
letter   to    Special   Master   Eldredge, 
who   will   hear   the   case.      Govern- 
ment attorneys  have  made  no  objec- 
tions to  requested  time  extension. 


Army  Bookings  Slashed 

Denver  —  Film  commitments  for 
the  army  posts  in  the  Denver  area 
have  been  slashed  about  50  per  cent 
because  of  most  of  the  troops  being 
moved  South  for  Winter  maneuvers. 
The  slash  was  made  during  the  visit 
here  of  Ted  Kemper,  army  booker, 
of  St.  Louis. 


S'Renco  Hurt  In  West 

St.  Louis — Ruby  S'Renco,  49,  own- 
er of  the  S'Renco  Screening  Room 
and  Art  Guild  Theater,  was  injured 
seriously  in  an  automobile  accident 
while  on  vacation  in  Colorado.  He 
is  hospitalized  in  Colorado  Springs. 


NIGHT  RAGING  AT  LOW 
ADMISH,  EXHIB.  WORRY 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
where  tracks  are  rumored,  such  as 
Syracuse,    Rochester,    Binghamton, 
Westchester  is  now  being  watched. 

One  problem  pix  people  hope  the 
1940  State  Legislature  will  dispose 
of  for  them  and  that  is  in  threat- 
ened competition  of  low-admission 
night  racing.  Back  in  1935,  when 
greyhounds  operated  in  Cheektow- 
aga„  just  outside  Buffalo,  average 
night  attendance  was  9,000  and  in- 
tervention by  the  Governor  and  the 
District  Attorney  averted  box-office 
calamities  that  summer,  after  sev- 
eral weeks  in  the  dog-house  for  pix 
people. 

The  Legislature  must  set  up  an 
enabling  act  to  govern  operation  of 
pari-mutuel  betting.  Exhibs.  are 
hopeful  that  a  flooring  under  admis- 
sion prices  will  be  covered  under 
the  enabling  act. 

Present  high  class  tracks  such  as 
Belmont,  Aqueduct  and  Saratoga, 
which  attract  top  horses,  are  _  un- 
likely to  drop  their  admission  prices, 
but  the  group  of  new  bang-tail  sites 
may  need  to  operate  after  dark  with 
low   admissions   to    get  by. 


"Mister  Durant '  s  pinned  under  his  car,  and 
the  fire's  gonner  git  him  if  ye  don't  come 
and  lift  it  up. " 


Picket  F  &  M  First-Runs 

St.  Louis — The  anti-Nick  faction 
of  Local  143,  operators  union,  has 
extended  its  picketing  to  the  Am- 
bassador and  Missouri  theaters, 
Fanchon  &  Marco  first-runs  here, 
following  the  discharge  of  eight  pro- 
jectionists at  those  houses  for  their 
alleged  participation  in  the  picketing 
of  the  Fox  Theater,  a  first-run  house, 
owned  by  the  Eden  Theater  Corp., 
and  six  neighborhood  houses  of  the 
St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  fleet. 


Strand,  Cumberland,  Md., 

Returns  to  Indie  Status 


Col.  Finds  "Shadow" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Columbia   has    signed 
Victor  Jory  for  the  title  role  in  its 
chapter  play,  "The  Shadow." 


Pittsburgh — Jack  Mundstuk,  sales- 
man for  M-G-M  in  the  West  Vir- 
ginia territory,  is  the  father  of  a 
7%-pound  son. 


Cumberland,  Md.  —  After  seven 
years  as  part  of  the  Natopolous- 
Paramount  .  chain  of  theaters,  the 
Strand  has  returned  to  local  man- 
agement and  operation.  Owned  by 
the  Cumberland  Amusement  Co.,  the 
Strand  was  leased  to  A.  N.  Nato- 
polous,  Altoona,  Pa.,  in  1932,  and  it 
had  continued  as  such  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  lease  which  was  not 
renewed. 

Official  announcement  was  made 
today  that  John  J.  Stump,  president 
of  the  Cumberland  Amusement  Co., 
is  the  new  lessee,  and  that  Carl  B. 
Sherred,  who  came  here  as  manager 
seven  years  ago,  will  continue  in 
charge  of  the  Strand.  House  will 
have  occasional  stage  shows. 


Atlanta's  Roxy  Reopening 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Atlanta's  revamped 
Roxy  Theater  will  open  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  Nov.  23.  Robert  R.  Mey- 
er, owner,  has  set  a  film-stage  and 
band  policy. 

J.  H.  McKoy  of  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
will  be  general  manager,  assisted  by 
Jack  H.  Hodges,  formerly  of  Miami, 
and  James  Thigpen. 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS 

WEAVER  BROTHERS  and  ELVIRY 

ROY  ROGERS  •  MARIS  WRIXON 

A    Republic    Picture 
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ADJOURN  EQUITY  CASE 
CONFABS  TO  NOV.  30 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
terposed  by  the  government  to  Dec. 
1. 

It  was  learned  that  William  Farns- 
worth,  recently  designated  a  special 
assistant  attorney  general,  and  as- 
signed to  assist  Williams,  is  at 
present  studying  the  United  Artists 
questions  and  will  advise  attorneys 
for  UA  whether  they  are  acceptable 
to  the  government  sometime  next 
week. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Nov.  30 
conference  will  be  the  last  on  the 
subject,  and  that  at  its  completion 
an  extensive  stipulation  will  be 
drafted  listing  those  interrogatories 
which  will  have  to  be  answered,  and 
setting  a  date  for  answers  to  be  filed. 
Attorneys  stated  that  a  considerable 
number  of  interrogatories  had  al- 
ready been  agreed  upon  and  require 
only  the  consent  of  the  companies 
before  a  definite  agreement  is 
reached. 


Pay  of  Studio  Carpenters, 
IBEW  UP  at  Dec.  6  Confab 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ers  that  are  members  of  the  confer- 
ence of  A  F  of  L  studio  union  locals 
are  also  members  of  the  studio  basic 
agreement  and  their  wage  problems 
are  to  be  considered  at  the  Dec.  6 
meeting  between  international  union 
presidents  and  producers  at  Newark. 

In  connection  with  the  threatened 
studio  strike,  William  Bioff  and 
Meyer  Lewis,  Labor  leaders,  yester- 
day issued  a  joint  statement  that 
"there  is  an  obvious  way  to  retrench 
without  attempting  to  shave  $2  or 
$3  per  week  from  the  pay  checks  of 
the  little  fellows  who  average  less 
than  $1,000  a  year." 

They  cited  figures  from  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  Department  to  the  effect 
that  75  producers  in  1937  drew  in 
salary  from  five  major  producing  and 
distributing  companies  a  total  of 
$13,926,551,  an  average  of  $188,195 
each,  or  approximately  $3,600  a 
week,  and  that  major  studios  paid  23 
producers  and  executives  $5,155,369, 
an  average  of  $220,000  each,  or  ap- 
proximately $4,000  per  week. 


Bratcher  Closes  Deal 

Ford  Bratcher,  of  Bratcher  and 
Jones,  owners  of  "Assassin  of 
Youth,"  marihuana  expose  film,  has 
returned  to  New  York  from  Toronto 
after  getting  Ontario  censor  board's 
approval  on  picture  there  with  only 
minor  deletions.  Bratcher  set  a  dis- 
tribution deal  for  Eastern  Canada 
with  Norman  Clavir,  road  show  man. 


Attention,  N'York! 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Para,  has  seven  pictures 
before  the  cameras,  but  only  one,  "The 
Road  to  Singapore,"  .is  in  work  on  the 
lot.      Others  are   on   location. 


*  *  BOOK  REVIEWS  *  * 


AMERICA  AT  THE  MOVIES,  by 
Margaret  Thorp.  Illustrated.  313 
pages.  Priced  $2.75.  Yale  University 
Press,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

This  is  a  provocative  book  devoted 
to  the  movie-going  public  and  not  to 
the  making  of  motion  pictures, 
therefore  its  approach  to  its  subject 
matter  is  diametrically  opposed  to 
most  other  books  dealing  with  pic- 
tures. It  treats  of  the  influence  of 
the  movies  upon  the  85,000,000 
Americans  who  attend  the  cinemas 
weekly,  and  of  the  influence  of  this 
public  upon  the  movies.  Films,  in 
the  author's  thesis,  affect  tremen- 
dously the  life  of  the  people,  their 
ideas,  dress,  conduct  and  social  life. 
This  is  brought  about  by  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  films  and  the  "pres- 
sure" brought  to  bear  upon  the  pub- 
lic by  the  producers,  distributors  and 
exhibitors  through  publicity,  ex- 
ploitation and  advertising  campaigns 
that  start  before  a  picture  goes 
before  the  camera  and  continues  as 
long  as  the  finished  picture  is  shown 
on  the  screens  of  the  country.  The 
buildup  for  the  picture  is  not  only 
nation-wide  but  is  international  in 
its  scope. 

The  movie-goer,  asserts  the  author, 
does  not  decide  what  picture  he  will 
see  on  any  given  occasion,  but 
chooses  according  to  the  "pressure" 
brought  to  bear  upon  him,  perhaps 
unconsciously  on  his  part,  by  these 
attendance-drawing  campaigns.  It 
may  be  the  story,  it  may  be  the  star, 
or,  more  rarely,  the  director  which 
has  been  so  forcefully  impressed 
upon  him  that  decides  his  choice, 
but  whatever  the  force,  the  choice  is 
not  his  own. 

A  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  glamour  on  the  screen — 
the  glamour  girl  —  the  "it,"  the 
"oomph"  girl — and,  to  a  lesser  de- 
gree, the  male  star  or  leading  man. 
All  of  this  has  its  effect  upon  draw- 
ing the  public  into  the  theaters,  and 
influencing  the  manners,  dress  and 
social  graces  of  the  feminine  portion 
of  the  public.  However,  the  author 
finds  a  definite  decline  upon  the  part 
of  producer,  distributor  and  exhib- 
itor, in  the  glamour  build-up  with 
more  and  more  emphasis  being 
placed  upon  ordinary  human  beings 
in  their  everyday  life  and  problems. 

Reform  of  the  movies  began  with 
the  showing  of  the  first  film,  the 
author  maintains,  and  has  been  go- 
ing on,  and  growing,  ever  since, 
until  the  20,000,000  Catholics  in  this 
country  (through  the  Catholic 
Church's  Legion  of  Decency  and  the 
latter's  influence  with  the  Hays  Or- 
ganization) censors  the  movies  that 
the  other  115,000,000  inhabitants- 
Protestants,  Jews,  infidels  and  athe- 
ists— are  permitted  to  see.  All  this, 
by  the  Legion  of  Decency,  and  the 
numerous  other  agencies  —  women's 
clubs,  Parent-Teacher  Associations, 
State  and  city  censors,  colleges,  and 
the  like — in  a  friendly  spirit  of  help- 
ing the  movies  to  advance  as  an  art 
medium. 

A  chapter  is  devoted  to  "Taking 
the  Movies  Seriously" — the  55  col- 
leges now  offering  courses  in  movie 


HOW  THEY  MAKE  A  MOTION 
PICTURE,  by  Ray  Hoadley  and 
Roman  Freulich.  Profusely  illus- 
trated. 119  pages.  $2.00.  Thomas 
Y.  Crowell  Co.,  New  York. 

Ray  Hoadley,  who  has  been  sce- 
nario editor,  production  manager, 
advertising  copy  writer,  censorship 
counsel,  film  editor  and  filled  a  num- 
ber of  other  posts  at  Universal  Pic- 
tures, has  written  the  text  of  this 
volume  on  the  various  steps  in  the 
making  of  a  motion  picture.  Roman 
Freulich,  who  took  the  75  pictures 
used  as  illustrations,  is  a  Universal 
cameraman.  Therefore,  both  author 
and  illustrator  should  know  their 
subject  thoroughly — and  do. 

The  text  is  simple,  clear  and  pre- 
sented in  a  manner  easily  assimil- 
able by  the  general  public,  for  which 
the  book  is  intended,  and  the  photo- 
graphs which  illustrate  it  were  taken 
with  the  "seeing  eye"  of  a  trained 
cameraman  as  well  as  of  the  camera 
itself;  they  supplement  and  picture 
the  author's  explanation.  They  have 
the  appearance  of  "soft-focus"  stills 
and  their  reproduction  adds  greatly 
to  the  attractively  artistic  appear- 
ance of  the  book. 

The  volume  is  not  a  treatise  for 
expert  workers  in  the  production  de- 
partment of  the  film  industry,  but 
a  straightforward  and  always  inter- 
esting narrative  of  how  pictures  are 
made,  intended  for  "fans"  and  those 
outside  the  industry  who  wish  a 
clear,  non-intricate  understanding  of 
the  mechanics  of  film  making — what 
goes  on  "behind  the  film"  that  they 
see  projected  upon  the  screen. 

The  book  is  recommended  to  the 
general  public  for  a  clear  and  brief 
presentation  of  just  what  it  wishes 
to  know  about  the  production  of 
films.  There  is  an  interesting  and 
cleverly  illustrated  chapter  devoted 
to  the  making  of  animated  cartoons. 
Another  deals  with  the  making  and 
distribution    of   newsreels. — L.H.M. 


technique  and  appreciation,  the  use 
of  films  in  some  6,000  public  schools; 
the  museums  that  collect  motion  pic- 
tures; others  that  collect  stills,  cos- 
tumes used  by  a  certain  star,  etc. 

The  chapter  entitled  "The  Vam- 
pire Art"  refutes  some  of  the  early 
fears  of  educators,  librarians  and 
reformers  that  the  movies  would  de- 
base public  taste,  destroy  the  "liv- 
ing" theater,  lead  people  to  depend 
upon  movies  alone  for  its  knowledge 
of  books,  history,  music  and  other 
arts.  She  cites  the  fact  the  film, 
"Snow  White,"  led  to  the  printing 
and  selling  of  20,000,000  copies  of 
various  editions  of  the  story;  that 
the  film  of  "David  Copperfield"  enor- 
mously increased  the  demand  for 
the  books  in  public  libraries  and 
increased  sales  at  the  book  stores. 
Final  chapter  on  "The  Lure  of 
Propaganda"  deals  with  Government 
films,  pictures  dealing  with  labor 
and  sociological  problems  and  the 
like.  In  production  technique  she 
finds  American  producers  almost  su- 
preme masters,  but  just  beginning 
to  learn  the  technique  of  handling 
ideas. — L.  H.  M. 


MAYOR  TALKS  EASTERN 
PROD'N  WITH  BANKERS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Mayor  wishes  to  avoid  jurisdictional 
disputes  between  labor  unions  so 
that  financial  backers  will  feel,,  se- 
cure that  costly  strikes  will  nofrif  ow 
down   production  once  it  stares? 

The  Mayor  conferred  yesterday 
with  John  Butler,  former  production 
manager  of  Paramount,  and  Gil 
Boag  in  reference  to  independent 
production  of  features  by  the  two 
men  jointly  at  a  New  York  studio. 
New  York  Pictures,  Inc.,  has  already 
been  formed  by  Ben  Hecht  and 
George  Jessel  to  produce  features 
here. 

LaGuardia  also  continued  his  con- 
ferences yesterday  with  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  unions.  It  is 
understood  that  the  Mayor  is  acting 
as  a  point  of  contact  between  experi- 
enced producers  anxious  to  make 
pictures  in  New  York  and  financial 
concerns  who  could  extend  the  nec- 
essary backing. 


Urges  City  Ban  on  Bingo 

East  Orange,  N.  J. — A  recommen- 
dation the  City  Council  adopt  an 
ordinance  prohibiting  privately  op- 
erated Bingo  games  as  "out-and-out 
gambling"  was  made  by  Councilman 
Macwithey.  The  recommendation 
was  referred  to  the  general  welfare 
committee  for  preparation  of  an 
ordinance.  The  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  Oranges  and  Maple- 
wood,  acting  on  complaints  of  opera- 
tors of  the  Embassy  Theater,  have 
started  a  police  and  grand  jury  in- 
vestigation on  a  county-wide  basis. 


Dinner  Dance,  No  Ball 

Cleveland,  O. — The  local  annual 
Variety  Club  ball,  originally  an- 
nounced to  take  place  on  December 
2nd,  has  been  cancelled.  Instead 
the  club  will  hold  a  dinner  dance 
for  members  and  their  ladies  only, 
on  December  16th  at  the  Midday 
Club  at  which  time  the  newly 
elected  officers  will  be  formally 
initiated.  Nat  L.  Lefton,  Republic 
franchise  owner  at  that  time,  will 
succeed  Warner  zone  manager  Nat 
Wolf,  as  chief  barker. 


Republic  Scripting  Two 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Republic  has  in  prep- 
aration scripts  for  "Down  Mexico 
Way"  and  "The  Great  Diamond 
Robbery." 


New  Houston  House  Opens 

Houston — The  new  Stude  Theater 
opened  yesterday. 


Pa.  Censors  Sniping 

Pittsburgh — The  Pennsylvania  Board  of 
Censors  has  ordered  all  paper  for  "All 
Quiet  on  the  Western  Front,"  which 
Universal  is  reissuing  here,  sniped  with 
large  print  reading,  "Uncensored  by  War 
or    Military   Authorities." 
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"At  the  Circus" 

with  The  Marx  Bros.,  Kenny  Baker, 

Florence  Rice 

M-G-M  87   Mins. 

MARX  ANTICS  AND  AMUSING  STORY 
Mi  PICTURE  A  LAUGH  RIOT  FOR  ALL 
AUuiCNCES. 

The  mad  Marxmen  have  never  been  fun- 
nier, nor  have  they  had  a  better  story  in 
which  to  cavort  than  "At  the  Circus."  Using 
a  circus  as  the  background  for  their  routine, 
new  gags  galore  have  been  worked  in  that 
are  sure  to  send  any  audience  into  gales  of 
laughter.  Exhibs.  should  do  a  big  B.  0.  biz 
with  the  picture.  Chico  gets  an  oppor- 
tunity to  play  the  piano  in  his  own  inimit- 
able style,  Harpo  gets  his  customary  harp 
sequence,  which  by  the  way  is  a  dandy, 
and  Groucho  goes  madder  and  madder  as 
the  picture  progresses.  A  romance  between 
Kenny  Baker  and  Florence  Rice  has  been 
neatly  introduced,  with  Baker  playing  the 
part  of  a  disinherited  socialite  who  buys 
into  the  circus  and  falls  in  love  with  Flor- 
ence, the  star  equestrienne.  Baker  sings 
a  couple  of  songs  pleasingly.  Skullduggery 
is  rampant,  with  gorillas  and  what  not  let 
loose  from  time  to  time  to  panic  the  cus- 
tomers. Eve  Arden,  Margaret  Dumont, 
James  Burke  and  Nat  Pendleton  have  good 
supporting  roles  which  they  do  handsomely 
by.  Pendleton  is  especially  good  as  the 
dumb  strong  man.  Although  the  story  is 
an  incidental  in  a  Marx  picture  to  allow 
them  to  introduce  their  buffonery,  the 
story  this  time  has  been  well  put  together. 
Baker  is  being  framed  by  Burke  so  that  he 
can  get  control  of  the  circus,  but  Burke 
has  to  wait  for  a  certain  date  before  he 
closes  his  partner  out.  The  receipts  which 
Baker  had  planned  to  pay  off  his  debt  with 
are  stolen,  and  Chico,  an  employe  of  the 
circus,  wires  his  pal,  J.  Cheever  Loophole- 
Legal  Eagle,  Groucho,  to  come  on  at  once 
and  solve  the  mystery.  Groucho  arrives  and 
the  fireworks  start.  The  money  can't  be 
found,  but  Groucho  upon  discovering  that 
Baker's  aunt,  Margaret  Dumont,  is  tremend- 
ously wealthy,  evolves  a  scheme  to  raise 
the  necessary  funds.  He  breaks  up  Du- 
mont's  household,  gets  rid  of  the  musi- 
cians who  were  to  give  a  concert  at  a 
big  party  and  installs  the  circus.  The 
finale  will  bring  any  house  down  with 
laughter  when  the  gorilla  gets  loose  and 
everybody  gets  on  the  trapeze.  Exhibs. 
can  sell   this  one  as  the   Marx  Bros.   best. 

CAST:  Groucho,  Chico  and  Harpo  Marx, 
Margaret  Dumont,  Florence  Rice,  Kenny 
Baker,  Eve  Arden,  Nat  Pendleton,  Fritz 
Feld,  James  Burke,  Jerry  Marenghi,  Barnett 
Parker. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Mervyn  LeRoy;  Di- 
rector, Edward  Buzzell;  Screenplay,  Irving 
Brecher;  Cameraman,  Leonard  M.  Smith; 
Editor,  William  H.  Terhune. 

DIRECTION,  Swell.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


First   House  for   McArthur 

Columbus,  0.  —  McArthur  will 
have  a  permanent  theater  for  the 
first  time  some  time  this  month. 
W.  Smith,  Nelsonville  exhibitor,  has 
leased  the  Community  Hall  and  is 
doing'  extensive  remodeling.  House 
will   have  approximately  500  seats. 


"The  Phantom 
Strikes" 

with  Sonnie  Hale  and  Wilfred  Lawson 

Monogram  58  Mins. 

GOOD  ENGLISH-MADE  PICTURE  OF 
MYSTERY  TYPE  HOLDS  SUSPENSE  TO 
END. 

Monogram  has  a  pleasing  picture  in  this 
Edgar  Wallace  story  and  one  that  should 
get  favorable  reaction  from  patrons.  Per- 
haps not  strong  enough  to  stand  alone  on 
a  single  bill,  yet  it  could  balance  nicely 
on  a  program  in  which  the  main  picture  is 
longer  and  of  major  calibre.  The  mystery 
gets  under  way  in  the  opening  footage  and 
maintains  its  suspense  until  the  fadeout. 
Sonnie  Hale  is  tops  as  the  small-time  thief 
who  is  released  from  prison  in  order  to 
help  the  police  solve  a  murder  threat  against 
Wilfred  Lawson,  a  criminal  lawyer  with  a 
shady  background.  While  police  make 
frantic  efforts  to  prevent  the  murder,  Alex- 
ander Knox,  portraying  a  police  surgeon, 
appears  to  be  only  mildly  interested  in  the 
case.  When  Lawson  finally  is  killed,  the 
little  doctor  is  disclosed  as  the  killer  and 
the  much-sought-after  evasive  criminal 
known   as   "The    Ringer." 

CAST:  Wilfred  Lawson,  Sonnie  Hale, 
Alexander  Knox,  Louise  Henry,  Patrick 
Barr,  John  Longden,  Patricia  Roc,  Peter 
Croft,  Charles  Eaton,  George  Merritt, 
Arthur  Hambling. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Michael  Balcon;  Di- 
rector, Walter  Forde;  Author,  Edgar  Wal- 
lace; Screenplay,  Sidney  Gilliat;  Camera- 
man, Ronald  Neame;  Editor,  Charles  Saund- 
ers. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 


Opposition  for  Fox 

Trinidad,  Colo.  —  Fox  is  getting 
two  competitors  here  for  first  time 
in  years.  They  are  N.  S.  Sawaya, 
who  took  over  the  Strand,  and  Rocco 
De  Paolo,  who  bought  the  East  The- 
ater. 


Denver — With  the  reopening  of 
the  State  at  North  Platte,  Fox  is 
Retting  its  first  competition  there 
in  years.  Ed  Mapel,  who  also  op- 
erates in  Denver,  has  named  Vera 
Austin,  late  manager  of  the  Gem, 
Golden,  Colo.,  to  manage  the  State. 


Stevens  In  Carroll's  Pix 

West  Coast  Bwreau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Ken  Stevens  is  now 
the  featured  singer  on  Joe  Penner's 
air  show  which  is  sponsored  by  Ward 
Baking  Co.  Stevens  is  the  bov  who 
sans:  opposite  Jeanette  MacDonald 
in  "Broadway  Serenade."  and  cur- 
rently is  at  Earl  Carroll's,  and  will 
have  one  of  the  big  roles  in  Carroll's 
picture  for  Paramount. 


Operate  on  Dan  Robins 

Warren,  O. — Dan  Robins  of  the 
Ohio  and  Robins  theater  is  in  Phil- 
adelphia where  he  was  operated  for 
a    throat    ailment. 


"Busy  Little  Bears" 

(Paramount   Paragraphic) 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Highly  Amusing 

The  antics  of  three  bear  cubs 
photographed  out  in  the  West  will 
draw  heavy  laughs  from  all  types 
of  audiences.  The  three  cubs,  dubbed 
Horace,  Herman  and  Herbert,  are 
expert  performers  in  getting  laughs. 
The  three  adventurers  have  some 
frightening  experiences  as  they  en- 
counter strange  animals  in  their 
wanderings  through  the  woods  where 
the  film  was  taken,  a  badger,  a 
pcrcupine  and  a  skunk  troubling 
them  no  little  as  their  inquisitive- 
ness  causes  them  to  investigate  their 
forest  brethren.  Finally,  they  are 
turned  loose  in  a  ranch  house  and 
they  wreak  havoc  when  they  get  in 
the  kitchen.  Frank  Crumit  gives 
an  amusing  narration. 

"Zoo  In  Mahattan" 

Central  Films  10  mins. 

Excellent  Reel 

New  York's  famous  zoo  in  Central 
Park,  and  the  more  fascinating  of 
its  inhabitants,  are  skillfully  photo- 
graphed with  the  result  that  this 
short  is  long  on  human  interest. 
Shots  are  carefully  selected,  and 
their  clarity  adds  to  the  fundamen- 
tal quality  o'f  the  footage.  Standout 
are  views  of  the  bears,  leopard,  lions, 
monkeys,  giraffes,  zebra  and  water 
fowl.  John  S.  Martin  is  the  narra- 
tor, and  his  description  of  the  fauna 
is  excellent.  Altogether,  the  reel  is 
top-flight  and  is  certain  to  please 
every  type  of  audience.  Good  show- 
manship is  evidenced  in  the  camera 
angles.  These  have  been  selected 
with  an  eye  to  spectacular  contrast, 
keeping  whenever  possible  in  the 
backgrounds  the  towering  buildings 
of  mid-Manhattan's  skylines. 

"Moments  of  Charm  of  1940" 

(Paramount  Headliner) 

Paramount  11  mins. 

Entertaining  Short 

Phil  Spitalny  and  his  30  talented 
girl  musicians  perform  melodiously 
in  this  release.  Short  is  filmed  in 
Cinecolor.  Evelyn  and  her  violin, 
Maxine,  a  singer,  and  The  Three  Lit- 
tle Words,  singers,  augment  the  or- 
chestra. Schubert's  "Toy  Trumpet," 
"Ave  Maria,"  a  violin  interpretation 
of  the  "Bee"  by  Evelyn  and  the  ork's 
violin  section  and  Cole  Porter's  "Be- 
gin and  Beguine"  are  presented. 

"World  Leaders  On  Peace  and 

Democracy" 

Y.M.C.A.  23  >/2  mins. 

Inspiring  Plea  for  Democracy 

Produced  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Biosophical  Institute  by  Law- 
rence Dorfman,  president  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Motion  Pic- 
tures, this  documentary  film  pre- 
sents 10  prominent  men  speaking  for 


the  cause  of  democracy  and  peace. 
Included  among  the  speakers  are 
Cordell  Hull,  Harold  L.  Ickes,  Nicho- 
las Murray  Butler,  Robert  A.  Taft, 
Albert  Einstein,  Dr.  Frederick  Kett- 
ner,  Dr.  Eduard  Benes,  Dr.  Thomas 
Mann,  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Compton  and 
Harold  C.  Urey,  five  of  whom  are 
Nobel  prize  winners.  Central  theme 
stressed  by  each  speaker  is  the  duty 
of  the  people  of  this  country  and 
the  peoples  of  the  world  in  preserv- 
ing democracy.  Film  will  be  distrib- 
uted by  the  Y.M.C.A.  Film  Bureau. 

"Merry  Wives  of  Windsor" 

(Symphonic  Series) 

Paramount  9  mins. 

Fine  Symphonic  Overture 

The  lilting  overture  from  the 
"Merry  Wives  of  Windsor"  is  bril- 
liantly presented  in  this  short  by 
the  National  Philharmonic  Orches- 
tra of  the  U.  S.  A.  under  the  baton 
of  Frederick  Feher.  Reel  should  de- 
light music  lovers  everywhere  as 
the  piece  presented  has  scope, 
breadth  and  charm.  The  orchestra 
gives  an  impressive  rendition. 

"Ted  Fio-Rito  and  His  Orchestra" 
(Paramount  Headliner) 

Paramount  11  mins. 

Good  Musical  Number 

Fio-Rito  and  his  ork  present  a 
medley  of  songs  the  band  leader  has 
written,  and  also  introduce  several 
novelty  numbers.  A  swing  arrange- 
ment of  the  "Volga  Boatman"  and  a 
special  orchestration  of  Fio-Rito's 
version  of  a  horse  race  are  fine.  "No, 
No,  Nora,"  "Sometime,"  "Three  On 
a  Match,"  and  "Now  That  You've 
Gone,"  all  Fio-Rito  songs,  are  pre- 
sented in  the  orchestra's  medley. 
"Blue  Orchids"  is  sung  by  Lee  Sul- 
livan and  Shirley  Gay  sings  in  the 
medley  arrangement. 

"A  Dog  is  Born" 

(Grantland   Rice   Sportlight) 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Excellent  Short 

Unique  among  shorts  that  deal 
with  dogs,  this  reel  shows  what  hap- 
pens to  a  litter  of  seven  pedigreed 
shepherds.  Seven  days  old,  they 
can  just  about  toddle  around,  six 
months  and  they  are  well  on  their 
way  to  being  trained  for  their  life's 
work.  One  dog  goes  to  Hollywood  to 
act  in  pictures  because  of  his  spe- 
cial adaptability  for  the  work.  An- 
other becomes  the  guardian  of  a  lit- 
tle girl.  One  becomes  the  herder  of 
a  group  of  dairy  cows  and  another 
is  sent  to  the  State  Police.  The  fifth 
dog  goes  to  the  "Seeing  Eye"  or- 
ganization, the  sixth  becomes  a  run- 
ner for  the  army  and  the  last  dog  is 
a  show  winner. 


"American   Royal" 

RKO  Pathe  News  9  mins. 

Interesting  Livestock  Short 

The  "American  Royal,"  largest 
and  best  known  livestock  show  held 
annually  in  the  United  States  has 
been  filmed  here  for  the  first  time. 
Short  should  prove  highly  interest- 
ing to  all  farmers  and  appeal  also 
to  those  interested  in  livestock. 
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EQUITY  CLAIMS  SOLE 
TELEVISION  CONTROL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eventually  a  working  arrangement 
would  be  made  by  all  unions  to 
administer  the  field. 

But  a  story  in  yesterday's  New 
York  Times  stating  in  part:  "Con- 
troversy over  television  jurisdiction 
has  been  settled  temporarily,  Equity 
apparently  losing  its  sole  control  of 
the  field,  it  was  learned  yesterday," 
renewed  the  fight.  The  Times  account 
then  declared  that  a  committee  of 
15  from  the  actor  unions,  including 
Equity,  AFRA  and  the  Screen  Ac- 
tors' Guild  had  been  empowered  to 
negotiate  contracts  for  six  months. 
No  Jurisdictional  Confab 

When  queried  about  Equity's  posi- 
tion, Paul  Dullzell,  executive-secre- 
tary declared:  "The  story  in  yester- 
day's New  York  Times  is  not  in  ac- 
cord with  Equity's  understanding  of 
the  situation.  The  committee  in 
question,  appointed  by  Eauity, 
AFRA  and  the  Screen  Actors'  Guild, 
was  a  consultation  committee  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  reaching  an  under- 
standing between  the  organization 
as  to  the  basic  schedules  of  pay  and 
working  conditions  in  television  and 
was  to  have  before  it  no  considera- 
tion of  the  larger  question  of  juris- 
diction," he  declared. 

"This  committee  was  sanctioned 
bv  Equity  in  a  resolution  adopted  bv 
the  Equity  Council  on  Mav  9.  1939. 
as  a  part  of  the  reorganization  of 
the  Associated  Actors  and  Artistes 
of  America  to  obviate  the  necessity 
for  multiple  membership,  initiation 
fees  and  dues  in  the  entertainment 
field,"  Dullzell  stated.  "It  was  to 
profit  by  the  particular  knowledge 
of  the  other  branches  as  to  the  needs 
and  the  requirements  for  protection 
of  their  members  when  working  in 
television,  and  since  it  appeared  that 
the  whole  problem  might  be  solved 
by  the  reorganization  of  the  4  A's, 
the  committee  was  instructed  to 
v/ork  with  the  reorganization  com- 
mittee. Under  these  circumstances. 
Equity  does  not  admit  the  right  of 
this  committee  or  of  any  sub-com- 
mittee appointed  by  it  to  administer 
a  jurisdiction  which  is  and  always 
has  been  Equity's  and  Equity  intends 
to  proceed  with  the  organization  of 
the  field  of  television  and  to  exercise 
its  jurisdiction  in  that  field." 
Wage  Scale  Report  Wednesday 

Four  A's  Television  sub-commit- 
tee will  report  on  wage  scales  and 
working  conditions  next  Wednesday. 
It  is  indicated  that  the  AAAA  feels 


"Fire  Sale"  Prices? 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Noting  20th  Century- 
Fox's  continuous  string  of  major  releases 
using  a  big  fire  as  imoortant  film  se- 
quences— "Old  Chicago,"  "Susannah  of 
the  Mounties,"  "Stanley  and  Living- 
stone," "Rains  Came."  and  now  "Drums 
Along  the  Mohawk"  —  Bob  Livingston, 
Capitol  exhib.  here,  wrote  Joe  Scott, 
the  Omaha  20th  Century-Fox  exchange 
manager,  calling  it  to  his  attention: 

He  asked  for  "fire  sale"  prices  here- 
after. 


Toronto  Merchants  Stage  "Bigger  and 

Better"  Theater  Giveaway;  200  Prizes 

Montreal — Montreal  suburban  merchants  are  studying  with  interest  reports  of  the 
Beach  Business  Men's  Association  (Toronto)  midnight  frolic  which  brought  a  crowd  of 
1,500  to  the  Beach  Theater  there.  Ciff  Baker,  secretary  of  the  association,  states  that 
the  merchants  gave  away  200  prizes,  including  radios,  clothing  and  auto  accessories  and 
a  live  turkey.  Carl  Strachen,  a  member  of  the  association,  was  master  of  ceremonies. 
The  program  started  at  11:45  p.m.  and  finished  at  3:30  a.m. 


Exhibs.  From  10  States 

on  Location  With  Para. 


Albany,  Ga.  —  Exhibs.  from  10 
southern  states  were  here  yester- 
day to  spend  a  day  with  the 
Para,  unit  on  location  for  "The 
Biscuit  Eater."  At  the  same  time, 
southern  newspapermen  were  en- 
tertained by  the  Albany  Herald.  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  Jr.,  was  host 
at  a  bai-becue  in  the  evening. 

RKO  Minneapolis  Changes 

Minneapolis — Changes  in  the  Min- 
neapolis office  of  RKO  are  an- 
nounced: Al  Stern,  formerly  in  the 
southern  Minnesota  territory,  has  re- 
turned to  Minneapolis  as  office  man- 
ager. Larry  Kline,  formerly  office 
manager,  is  now  city  salesman  in 
Minneapolis.  L.  Loffler,  former  city 
salesman,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  southern  Minnesota  territory. 
Fred  Finnegan,  formerly  with_  Uni- 
versal in  Minneapolis,  has  joined 
RKO  as  a  new  booker  replacing  Ed- 
die McErlaine. 


Scott  Adds  to  String 

Pittsburgh — V.  F.  Scott,  who  op- 
erates a  chain  of  theaters  through- 
out western  Pennsylvania,  has  just 
added  the  State  Theater,  Meyers- 
dale,  to  his  circuit,  having  purchased 
the  house  from  Orlo  Heckler. 


Guilford  "Blue  Laws"  Lifted 

Guilford,  Conn.  —  The  blue  law 
against  Sunday  afternoon  movies 
has  been  lifted  and  Leo  Schapiro's 
Guilford  Theater  will  have  a  2:30 
afternoon  show  for  the  first  time, 
beginning  Sunday. 


Groton  Gets  First  Theater 

Groton,  Conn. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  D. 
C.  Hess,  of  the  Moosup  Theater, 
opened  their  new  Groton  Theater 
yesterday.  The  town  has  never  be- 
fore had  a  theater. 


the  present  scale  in  the  television 
field  is  too  low.  It  is  understood 
that  the  proposed  new  scale  will  be 
higher,  and  immediate  negotiations 
will  be  instigated  with  NBC  by  the 
AAAA.  Original  single  committee 
has  now  been  split  three  ways,  with 
a  top  administrative  committee,  a 
sub-committee  working  on  adminis- 
tration and  organizational  problems, 
and  the  other  sub-committee  is  de- 
veloping the  wage  scale. 

It  is  also  expected  that  the  audi- 
tors report  on  the  information  sent 
in  by  the  AAAA  member  unions  re- 
garding their  set-ups  with  an  eye 
to  "one  big  union"  will  be  ready  the 
first  part  of  next  week,  with  a  pos- 
sibility that  some  concrete  action 
will  be  taken  on  this  plan  in  the  im- 
mediate future. 


SPG  Seeks  Quick  Action 

On  Producer  Agreement 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  empowered  to  take  such  steps 
as  it  deems  necessary  to  secure  im- 
mediate execution  of  the  agreement 
already  concluded  with  the  produc- 
ers including  legal  reports,  affilia- 
tion or  such  economic  action  as  may 
be  necessary." 

The  organization  took  this  step 
after  being  informed  that  the  pro- 
ducers had  agreed  to  put  into  effect 
immediately  a  minimum  wage  scale, 
90  per  cent  Guild  shop  and  severance 
pay,  but  asked  to  talk  over  details 
of  the  contract. 

The  Guild  has  always  taken  the 
position  that  the  agreement  was  ap- 
proved several  weeks  ago  and  there 
is  no  reason  for  delay.  Publicists 
have  been  pledged  the  support  of 
the  Newspaper  Guild  and  the  other 
CIO  unions  with  which  it  is  affiliated. 


Patrons  for  Union's   Ball 

New  Haven — Patrons  for  the  Ex- 
change Employes'  Union  B-41  Movie 
Ball  and  Show  at  Baybrook  on  Dec. 
5  include  Thomas  Donaldson,  Metro 
manager;  Ben  Simon,  20th-Fox  man- 
ager; Morris  Joseph,  Universal;  Ed- 
ward Ruff,  Paramount;  John  Pavone, 
Warners;  Lou  Wechsler,  United  Art- 
ists; Tim  O'Toole,  Columbia;  Barney 
Pitkin,  RKO;  Samuel  Seletsky,  Re- 
public; I.  Levine,  Grand  National. 
Jerry  Massimino,  general  chairman, 
reports  reservations  and  ads  for  the 
souvenir  program  are  rapidly  com- 
ing in. 


Associated  to  Build  Two? 

Detroit — Reports  of  plans  for  two 
new  suburban  houses  for  Associated 
Theaters  are  current  here.  Plans 
are  reported  to  call  for  building  in 
the  growing  suburban  areas  in  sec- 
tions where  no  neighborhood  houses 
now   exist. 


Judell  Signs  the  Dunns 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Ben  Judell,  of  Pro- 
ducers Pictures  Corp.  has  signed 
James  Dunn  to  play  the  lead  in 
"Mercy  Plane,"  and  his  wife,  Fran- 
ces Gifford.  to  play  the  leading 
feminine  role. 


One-Sheeting  Patriotism 

Cleveland — One  hundred  patriotic 
one-sheets  have  been  placed  in 
strategic  positions  throughout  the 
city  by  Variety  Post  313  through  the 
courrtesy  of  Outdoor  Advertising 
Co.  and  the  Morgan  Lithograph  Co. 
John  Himmelein,  post  commander, 
engineered  the  deal. 


«REVI€UJS» 

"Toprini  Nasz" 

(Wedding    In    Toprin) 
with   Paul  Javor,  Ferenc   Kiss,  Klari  Tolnay 
Danubia   Pictures  83  Mins. 

SUSPENSEFUL  SPY  STORY  EXCEL- 
LENTLY ACTED   IS  FIRST  RATE  ptTER- 

TAINMENT.  Vf  ' 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  picture,  one 
of  the  best  to  come  from  the  Hungarian 
studios  in  many  a  day,  virtually  should  be 
restricted  to  the  Magyar  audiences  through 
lack  of  English  titles.  The  story  is  filled 
with  suspense,  expertly  acted  by  a  fine 
cast  and  skilfully  directed.  Paul  Javor 
and  Ferenc  Kiss,  both  fine  actors,  headline 
the  cast  in  the  two  most  important  roles. 
Klari  Tolnay  is  attractive  and  capable  as 
the  feminine  interest.  Story  is  laid  in  the 
pre-war  days  of  1914,  with  Javor,  a  Hun- 
garian army  officer,  sent  into  Russia  to 
act  as  a  counter-espionage  agent.  He 
?ets  a  job  on  the  estate  of  Kiss,  also  a 
Hungarian  agent,  but  suspected  of  treason. 
Adventure  and  a  maze  of  intrigue  come 
out  of  this  setting,  with  Javor  making  his 
escape   when    his   identity    is   discovered. 

CAST:  Paul  Javor,  Klari  Tolnay,  Ferenc 
Kiss,  Vali  Racz,  Attila  Petheo,  Z.  Maklary. 

CREDITS:  Photophon  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Endre  de  Toth.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and   no   English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Suspenseful.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,   Good. 

November  Brings  Changes 
In  Gulf  States  Territory 

New  Orleans — November  proved 
change  month  in  the  Gulf  States  ter- 
ritory with  a  number  of  shifts  in 
management  making  themselves  felt. 
A.  L.  Royal,  who  operates  the  Royal 
Theater  and  the  Lamar  Theater  at 
Preston,  turned  over  his  holdings 
to  Jack  Simmons.  The  Rex  at  Ber- 
wick, passed  to  Ernest  Diammianti. 
while  the  Century  at  Petterson,  La., 
was  acquired  by  F.  J.  Ganede.  At 
Richland,  Miss.,  Charles  Maclllwain 
and  Joseph  Imbraguliar  acquired 
the  local  theater  which  had  been 
operated  by  Joseph  Devall  for  at 
least  two  weeks.  Devall  had  taken 
over  from  Max  Connette:  a  new 
negro  theater,  called  the  Fun,  was 
opened  by  Vincent  Thiebeaux  this 
week,   at   Lafayette,   La. 


Premiere  As  War  Benefit 

Montreal — Canadian  premiere  of 
the  Parisian  film  "Entente  Cordiale" 
starring  Gaby  Morlay  will  be  given 
Nov.  27  at  the  St.  Denis  theater 
under  the  auspices  of  La  Ligrue  de  la 
Jeunesse  Feminine  to  provide  funds 
for  its  welfare  activities  and  for 
French-Canadian  regiments. 


"Phony  War"  Besult? 

Dallas — Interstate's  Melba  Theater  is 
dropping  its  newsreel  and  short  subject 
program  experiment.  Reason  given  is 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  get  the  type 
of  war  clips  that  will  hold  the  crowd. 


Coast  Hopeful  of  Settlement-- 

been  called  to  the  attention  of  President  Roosevelt. 


Los  Angeles — Feeling  prevails  here  at  press  time  that  the  current  studio  wage  con- 
troversy will  be  settled  without  resort  to  a  strike.     Understood  that  the  situation  has 

FILE  COPY 

n^  NOT  REMOVE 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


W 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


VC  ^176,  NO.  99 


NEW  YORK.  MONDAY.  NOVEMBER  20,  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


Labor  Backing  Eastern  Production  With  Peace  Pledge 

PLAN  TFSPUR  TELE THJH0STPRICE]1ECEIVERS 

Momand  Drops  Equity  Action  Against  Majors,  Griffith 


Propaganda 

.  .  .  it  backfired 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


IF  ever  there  was  a  propaganda  barrage 
in  this  industry  which  backfired  to  the 
marked  embarrassment  of  the  propagandists, 
it  is  that  laid  down  in  recent  weeks  by 
proponents  of  the  Neely  anti-block-booking 
and  blind-selling  measure,  with  Colum- 
bia's "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  as 
the  "weapon"  employed. 

From  the  start,  the  propaganda  barrage 
has  been  pretty  much  a  comedy  of  errors. 
It  was  not  until  a  couple  of  days  after 
the  Capra  picture  had  its  world  premiere 
in  Washington  under  National  Press  Club 
auspices  that  members  of  Congress  learned, 
through  a  syndicated  newspaper  story,  that 
they  had  been  made  the  target  collectively 
for  misrepresentation  on  the  screen. 


Suit      Discontinued      Despite 

Defense   Willingness  to 

Go  to  Trial 

Oklahoma  City — Despite  willing- 
ness of  defense  attorneys,  led  by 
Henry  S.  Griffing,  to  go  to  trial,  at- 
torneys for  Oklahoma  Theaters  Inc., 
filed  a  motion  to  dismiss  its  equity 
action  against  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  the  majors  without 
prejudice.  Federal  Judge  Edgar  S. 
Vaught  later  granted  the  dismissal. 
Case  was  scheduled  for  trial  Dec.  11. 

Suit  asked  the  court  to  direct  the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


GN  CREDITORS  VOTE 
"HANDS  OFF"  POLICY 


THAT  story  additionally  suggested,  not 
too  cleverly,  that  there  was  a  way  to 
even  the  score — Senatorial  pressure  on  the 
House  to  enact  the  block-booking  measure. 
In  the  pro  and  con  that  followed,  it  was 
pointed  out  by  the  propagandists  that  pas- 
sage was  required  to  enable  exhibitors  to 
avoid  playing  such  "offensive"  films,  and 
this  was  supported  by  the  hoary  argu- 
ments   against    block-booking. 

Had  the  propagandists  taken  the  trouble 
to  check,  they  could  and  would  have  es- 
caped the  embarrassment  that  is  now 
theirs  as  a  result  of  the  statement  just 
released  by  A.  Montague,  Columbia's  sales 
head.  For  certainly  it  has  been  no  com- 
pany secret  that  (quoting  Montague), 
"Capra's  'Mr.  Smith'  has  been  and  is  being 
sold  as  an  individual  picture,  under  an  in- 
dividual contract.  It  has  been  and  is  the 
desire  of  the  distributor  to  show  this  pic- 
ture in  advance  to  any  exhib.  in  the  U.  S. 
who  desires  to  see  it." 

o 

AS  a  matter  of  fact,  as  far  back  as 
May  10,  THE  FILM  DAILY's  news  col- 
umns recorded  the  fact  that  Capra's  pro- 
duction would  be  so  marketed.  Nor  was 
that  at  all  unusual;  Columbia  has  been 
following  that  policy  for  Capra  features 
for  the  last  three  years. 

Equally    important,    by    the    way,    is    the 
slant  provided  by  another  sentence  in  Mon- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Grand  National  creditors  on  Fri- 
day voted  to  take  no  action  that 
would  disturb  or  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  the  company,  pending 
the  completion  of  the  refinancing 
plan.       The     creditors     also     voted 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Circuit  Deals  Completed 
for  1939-40  WB   Product 


VOGEL  JOINS 
LOEW  BOARD 

Fills  Vacancy  Occasioned  by 
Death  of  Isidor  Frey 


Joseph  R.  Vogel,  in  charge  of 
Loew's  out-of-town  theaters,  on  Fri- 
day was  elected  as  a  director  of 
Loew's,  Inc., 
at  a  meeting 
of  the  board. 
Vogel's  elec- 
tion fills  the 
v  a  c  a  ncy  on 
the  board  left 
by  the  death 
of  Isidor 
Frey.  Recent- 
ly, he  was 
named  a  di- 
rector and 
vice  -  presi- 
dent of  the 
Loew  Theater 
and  Realty 
Co.,  a  subsidiary  corporation.     C.  C. 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


JOSEPH  R.  VOCEL 


Browne  Okays  Reinstatement 
of  Coast  Studio  IA  "Rebels" 


Warners  have  completed  their  cir- 
cuit selling  for  the  1939-40  season, 
it  was  announced  on  the  week-end  by 
Gradwell    L.    Sears,    general    sales 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  George  E.  Browne, 
president  of  IATSE,  has  approved 
reinstatement    of    virtually    all    IA 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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nions  Promise 


5-Year  Labor  Peace 
in  Support  of  Eastern  Production 


_ 


Distribs.   May  Handle  All 
Accessories  Through  NSS 

A  new  departure  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  accessories,  trailers  and  stills 
is  reported  to  be  in  work  in  deals 
being  discussed  by  some  major 
companies  with  National  Screen 
Service.     While  no  deals  have  been 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Eastern  production  plan  of  May- 
or Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  was  given 
further  impetus  at  the  week-end 
when  the  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  tacitly  promised  a  five  year 
peace  among  all  unions  concerned, 
which  would  preclude  the  possibility 
of  any  strikes  taking  place.  Such 
assurance  is  reported  to  have  been 
sought  by  some  banking  houses  bq- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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Manufacturers   Said    Favoring 

Step  to  Induce  Public 

to  Buy 

With  limited  commercialization  of 
television  given  the  nod  by  the  FCC 
Television  Committee  in  its  report 
last  week,  leading  set  manufactu- 
rers are  preparing  to  spur  the  sale 
of  receivers  through  marketing  at  a 
cost  price,  it  was  indicated  at  the 
week-end. 

Problem  of  stimulating  sales,  it  is 
understood,  has  been  quietly  receiv- 
ing the  attention  of  manufacturers 
during  the  last  two  months.  Total 
number  of  receivers  now  in  opera- 
tion throughout  the  country  is  placed 
°t  about  a  thousand. 

Although   countless   improvements 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


APPELLATE  DIVISION 
UPHOLDS  HART  AWARD 


A  divided  Appellate  Division  of 
the  New  York  Supreme  Court  on 
Friday  affirmed  a  jury  award  of 
$278,209,  including  interest,  in  fav- 
or of  William  S.  and  Mary  Hart 
against  United  Artists  Corp.  The 
decision,  which  was   on  a  three-to- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Local  702  Launches  Drive 

to  Sign  Editors,  Cutters 

Organizational  drive  has  been 
started  by  Local  702,  lab.  tech- 
nicians union,  to  sign  up  all  film 
editors,  newsreel  and  freelance  cut- 
ters, and  librarians,  it  was  learned 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Para.  Chicago  Biz 
Running  15%  Ahead 

Chicago — With  403  seasonal  contracts 
signed,  Para,  biz  in  this  territory  is 
running  15  per  cent  ahead  of  last  year, 
according  to  James  Donohue,  local  ex- 
change manager.  Deals  have  just  been 
closed  with  the  Schoenstadt  Cr  Jonas, 
Liniek  &  Schaefer  circuits  as  well  as 
with  Lawndaje  Theaters.  ^ 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 

NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%>    1%       7'/4       73/8   +     3/8 
Columbia    Picts.   pfd..    19V4     19y2     19'/2  +  1 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.  Fm.  Ind.  pfd...     9%       93/8       93/g  —     Vi 

East.  Kodak   166i/2  164%  166i/2  +  2 

do    pfd 170       170       170       +  2 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 12'/2     12         12      —     5/g 

Loew's,  Inc 36'/4     35%     353,4     

do  pfd 

Paramount    9  83/4       8%     

Paramount   1st  pfd...   92         92         92       +     y2 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..    10         10         10         

Pathe    Film    105/8     10%     10%—     % 

RKO     l'/2       1%       1'A     

20th    Century-Fox     ..    14         1334     13%     

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  24         23%     24       +     3/8 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70y2     70'/2     70'/2  —  IVi 

Warner    Bros 4%       4%       4%     

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101%  101%  101%     

Loew's  deb.  3 y2s46..  101%  1005/8  101        +     % 

Para.   B'way  3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47    86%     85%     86%  +  1 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 1%       1  Vi       1%   +     Vs 

Technicolor    12%     12%     12%+     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film    7     pfd 100'/2  104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..   66         68 
Roxy  Thea   Bldg  4s   1st  '57 62%     64% 


• 
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■ 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 
Conveniently  Catalogued 

■ 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  N.Y.C. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

H  The  Broadway  Parade  E 

Picture   and   Distributor  Theater 

Drums  Along   the   Mohawk    (20th   Century-Fox) — 3rd   week ...Roxy 

Ninotchka     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 2nd    week Music    Hall 

Rulers  of  the  Sea  (Paramount  Pictures) — 2nd  week Paramount 

First    Love    (Universal    Pictures) — 2nd    week Rivoli 

The  Mill  on  the  Floss   (Standard  Pictures)— 2nd  week Astor 

At     the     Circus     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) Capitol 

The    Roaring   Twenties    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

Sabotage    (Republic    Pictures)     • Crit^iri£n 

Beasts    of    Berlin     (Producers    Distributing    Corp) Globe 

Missing    Evidence     (Universal     Pictures) Rialto 

Torture    Ship    (Producers    Distributing   Corp.)     (a) Central 

Outpost    of    the    Mounties    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Ireland's  Border  Line   (Dublin  Film   Corp.) — 7th  week Belmont 

Wuthering    Heights    (United   Artists-Goldwyn)     (b) Little    Carnegie 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center)— 8th    week World 

Rasputin   (Concord   Films)— 6th  week 55th   St.   Playhouse 

That   They    May    Live    (Mayer-Burstyn) — 3rd    week Filmarte 

Shors      (Amkino)      Cameo 

L'Aria    del    Continente    (Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

Papacito    Lindo     (Jose    Guerrero) 48th    St.    Theater 

The   End   of  a   Day    (World   Pictures)    (b) 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

The   Cat  and   the  Canary    (Paramount  Pictures) — Nov.  22 Paramount 

Daytime  Wife   (20th  Century-Fox)— Nov.  23 Roxy 

Flying    Deuces    (RKO    Radio)— Nov.    23 Rialto 

Fighting    Gringo    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)— Nov.    23    (a) Central 

Danger    Flight    (Monogram    Pictures) — Nov.    23    (a) Central 

The   Private   Lives  of   Elizabeth   and   Essex    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures) — Dec.   1 Strand 

Destry    Rides    Again    (Universal    Pictures) — (c)    Rivoli 

We   Are    Not   Alone    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures)     (c) Music    Hall 

Three  Sons  (RKO  Radio  Pictures)— Nov.  23   (a-b) Palace 

The   Little   Accident    (Universal    Pictures)— Nov.   23    (a) Palace 

Ultimatum    (J.    H.    Hoffberg)     (c) World 

The   Heart  of  a   Child 48th   St.  Theater 

Dawn    Over    Ireland     (William    Alexander)     (c) , Belmont 

Squadrone   Bianco    (White   Squadron)    (Esperia    Films)    (c) Cinecitta 

(a)    Dual   bill.         (b)    Subsequent   run.         (c)    Follows   current   bill. 


Propaganda 

.  .  .  it  backfired 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tague's  statement:  "Thousands  of  exhibi- 
tors have  already  purchased  this  picture 
on  separate  contracts  and  there  has  not 
been  a  single  request  from  any  exhibitor 
in  the  U.  S.  to  cancel  or  relieve  him  of  his 
contract  on  'Mr  Smith'" 

Which  gives  you  something  of  an  idea 
as  to  just  how  "offensive"  "Mr.  Smith" 
has  been  found  by  exhibitors.  And,  as 
for  the  public's  slant,  well,  in  Chicago 
they're  predicting  "Mr.  Smith"  may  stay 
up  to  six  weeks  at  the  B  &  K  Apollo. 


Court  Directs  S.  A.  Lynch 

to  Testify  Before  Trial 


Stephen  A.  Lynch  was  ordered 
on  Friday  by  the  Appellate  Division 
of  the  Supreme  Court  to  testify  be- 
fore trial  in  the  suit  of  David  Stone- 
man  for  $250,000  against  him.  Stone- 
man  claims  that  sum  for  legal  ser- 
vices allegedly  rendered  in  the  Para- 
mount-Publix  reorganization  pro- 
ceedings. The  Appellate  Court's  de- 
cision reversed  a  denial  of  Justice 
Lloyd  Church. 


Court  Affirms  Denial 

The  Appellate  Division  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  Friday  affirmed  a 
denial  of  an  application  by  Walt 
Disney  Productions,  Ltd.,  and  RCA 
Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.,  to  preclude 
Adriana  Caselotti  from  presenting 
her  proof  on  trial.  Miss  Caselotti 
has  filed  suit  for  $200,000  damages 
claiming  unauthorized  reproduction 
of  her  voice  on  records. 


20th-Fox  Announces  Dates 
On  Darryl  Zanuck  Specials 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Release  dates  on  the 
Darryl  Zanuck  specials  which  20th- 
Fox  will  distribute  during  the  re- 
mainder of  this  season  were  an- 
nounced at  the  week-end.  "Every- 
thing Happens  At  Night,"  will  be 
released  Dec.  22;  "Swanee  River," 
Jan.  5;  "He  Married  His  Wife,"  Jan. 
19;  "The  Grapes  Of  Wrath,"  Feb.  2; 
"I  Was  An  Adventuress,"  Feb.  16; 
"The  Blue  Bird,"  Mar.  1;  "Twinkle 
Twinkle  Little  Star,"  Mar.  22;  "Lit- 
tle Old  New  York,"  April  5;  "The 
Calif ornian,"  April  19;  "Dance  With 
The  Devil,"  May  10;  "Public  Deb 
No.  1,"  May  24. 

On  June  14  "Brigham  Young" 
will  be  released.  "Young  People," 
final  title  of  the  all-star  Shirley 
Temple  picture,  June  24,  and  "Lil- 
lian Russell"  will  be  released  on 
July  19.  "Dav  Time  Wife"  will  be 
released  the  latter  part  of  this 
month. 


GE  Names  Wilson  Prexy, 

Reed,  Board's  Chairman 


Charles  E.  Wilson,  executive  vice- 
president,  was  elected  president  and 
Philip  D.  Reed,  assistant  to  the 
president,  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  board  of  General  Electric  at  the 
meeting  of  the  directors  here  Friday. 
They  will  take  over  Jan.  1,  succeed- 
ing Gerard  Swope  and  Owen  D. 
Young,  who  will  become  honorary 
president  and  honorary  chairman  of 
the  board,  respectively. 


com  1  no  arm  Gome 


HERMAN  WOBBER,  general  manager  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th-Fox,  returned  to  the  home 
office  at  the  week-end  after  a  nation-wide 
sales    swing. 

DEE  LOWRANCE,  writer  and  fashion  ex- 
pert, in  the  United  Artists  publicity  depart- 
ment, flew  to  the  Coast  at  the  week-end  via 
American    Airlines. 

WALTER  CONNOLLY  arrived  in  t  e.  at 
the  week-end  from  the  Coast  accompanga'  by 
his   wife,    NEDDA   HARRIGAN. 

HARRY  BRANDT  leaves  New  York  today  on 
the  first  lap  of  his  transcontinental  trip  to 
Hollywood  via   a   number  of  key  cities. 

ANDY  SMITH  is  scheduled  to  return  from 
Pittsburgh    this    week. 

NAT  WACHSBERCER  and  NORMAN  ELSON  of 
Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.  leave  New  York  today 
for  a  key  city  tour;  additional  distributing 
agencies  will  be  set  up. 

MARGOT  CRAHAME  and  her  husband,  ALLAN 
McMARTIN.  left   Friday  for  Bermuda. 

JACK  COHN  arrives  on  the  Coast  this  week 
for    studio    conferences    at    Columbia. 

EDWARD  SAUNDERS,  Metro  division  man- 
ager,   is    in    Chicago    on    business. 

M.  A.  LEVY,  Kent  Drive  leader  for  20th-Fox 
this  year,  arrived  here  over  the  week-end  from 
a    nation-wide    sales   trip. 

JOHN  MURPHY  and  BEN  JOEL  of  the  New 
York  Loew's  office  drove  in  to  New  Haven  for 
the  Yale-Princeton  game.  Also  MR.  and  MRS. 
LOU  WEINBERC,  Columbia,  who  over  the  week- 
end visited  with  son  Arthur,  a  Yale  student. 


Play  Financing  Plan  Tabled 
By  League  of  N.  Y.  Theaters 

Action  by  the  League  of  New  York 
Theaters  in  ratifying  the  Dramatists 
Guild  plan  for  financing  of  plays  by 
film  companies  is  not  expected  to  be 
taken  until  the  League  has  settled 
"more  imperative  business,"  a 
spokesman  for  the  organization 
stated  at  the  week-end. 


Metro  to  Release  Five 

Features  In  December 


Five  pictures,  "Joe  and  Ethel  Turp 
Call  On  The  President,"  "Henry 
Goes  Arizona,"  "Nick  Carter,  Mas- 
ter Detective,"  "Judge  Hardy  and 
Son,"  and  "Balalaika,"  are  an- 
nounced by  Metro  for  release  during 
the  month  of  December. 


MPPDA  Board  Meeting 

Adjourned  to  Tomorrow 

Board  meeting  of  MPPDA  on  Fri- 
day was  again  devoted  to  a  broad 
discussion  of  current  industry  prob- 
lems, and  adjournment  was  taken 
until    tomorrow   afternoon. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Time* 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«uh  MILTON  BERLE 

and   TEDDY    HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum    and   Harry   Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mars.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


EBH 


NO  MATTER  HOW 
TH El  PRONOUNCE 


IT-IT 
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\1                    ''Wk' 

Lobby  Hold -Out  With  Lines  Block  Long  Outside! 

("In  the  smash  division  at  $110,000.  Holds  Over"— VARIETY) 


2 


WEEK! 


Crowds  storm  Radio  City  Music  Hall  as 
"NINOTCHKA"  gets  BIGGER  day  by  day! 
The  Year's  Comedy  Sensation  is  sure-fire  for 
Hold-Overs!  (An  M-G-M  Custom!)  Be  ready! 


T&XSs 
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MOMAND  DROPS  SUIT 
VS.  MAJORS,  GRIFFITH 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

film  companies  to  contract  with  Mo- 
mand's  company  for  second-run  pic- 
tures for  the  Odeon  Theater  at 
Shawnee,  at  prices  charged  in  dis- 
tricts of  similar  location  and  popu- 
lation. 

The  petition  charged  the  film  com- 
panies with  failure  to  book  first, 
second,  third  or  even  fourth-run  pic- 
tures into  the  Odeon  and  stated  that 
only  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co., 
operator  of  two  other  theaters  in 
Shawnee,  get  such  films  there. 

Majors  named  as  defendants  were 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.; 
Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corp.; 
Vitagraph  Inc.;  Loew's  Inc.;  RKO 
Radio  Pictures;  Columbia  Pictures 
Corp.;  Universal  Film  Exchanges, 
Inc. 

Momand  has  $4,500,000  anti-trust 
suits  still  pending  in  Judge  Mur- 
rah's  court  here.  At  one  time  Mo- 
mand owned  a  circuit  of  some  28 
theaters  in  Oklahoma. 

Legal  counsel  for  Momand  in  the 
dismissed  case  were  Leverett  Ed- 
wards and  F.  Murray  Robinson. 


Distribs.   May  Handle  All 
Accessories  Through  NSS 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

closed,  it  is  understood  that  several 
of  the  companies  are  giving  the 
idea    serious    consideration. 

Under  the  reported  plan,  National 
Screen  would  manufacture  and  dis- 
tribute accessories  and  trailers,  co- 
ordinating the  operations  now  being 
handled  individually  by  the  majors. 


Mohawk  Valley  Residents 
Feted  Tonight  by  Reade 

Kingston,  N.  Y. — Walter  Reade, 
film  circuit  operator,  will  tonight  act 
as  host  to  all  residents  of  Hurley, 
comprising  190  direct  descendants  of 
the  Mohawk  Valley's  first  settlers 
who  figured  in  the  events  depicted 
in  the  20th-Fox  feature,  "Drums 
Along  The  Mohawk." 

The  guests  will  attend  a  special 
performance  of  the  picture  in 
Reade's  local  Broadway  Theater. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  20 

Robert   W.   Armstrong 

Elsa    Benham 

Rosita   Delmar 


ALONG  THE 


-         with  PHIL  A4.  L4lTi 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     UNTIL    quite    recently the    film    industry    hereabouts 

was  divided  into  three  parts thereby  following  the  pattern 

of  Ancient  Gaul The  divisions  were  simply  production,  distribution 

and   exhibition But   now    a   fourth   increment   appears    to   happily 

exist namely  Mayor  La  Guardia ......  who  has  developed  a  pix- 

mindedness  and  consciousness which  should  serve  as  a  model  to 

the    most    dyed-in-the-wool    champions    of    the    industry Hizzoner's 

latest  manifestation  of  kind  support is  his  decision  to  be  the  m.c. 

at  the  New  York  Film  Critics  annual  reception and  awarding  of 

prizes on  Jan.  7  in  the  Rainbow  Room  of  Rockefeller  Center 

for  the  best  foreign  or  domestic  pix,  best  performances  and  best  direc- 
tion  during  1939 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     PERHAPS  you  feel  the  same but  this  department 

is  beginning  to  suffer  from  European  ennui anent  the  alleged 

war. We  thought  the  last  straw  was  the  official  communique 

from  Berlin  a  fortnight  ago which  proclaimed  the  startling 

news that  the  Nazi  hordes  had  "captured  another  prisoner" 

but  this  monumental  action  is  as  nothing  compared  to  the 

ferocity  of  the  fighting disclosed  by  the  first  official  battle 

movies    from    the    Western    Front The    News    of    the    Day 

sequences  reveal  a  German  band    (the  umpa-umpa  kind) 

playing  an  "engagement"  at  the  West  Wall Soldiers  lug  the 

microphones  to  the  top  of  the  fortifications  and   broadcast  the 

music  across  the  Saar  River while  the  French  legions  on  the 

opposite  bank  dance  to  the  strains What  a  helluva  war! 

But  that's  not  all! There  are  shots  (we  mean  camera  ones,  of 

course)  of  British  Tommies  stringing  barbed  wire to  the  din 

of   (guess!!) no,  Sir,  not  big  guns but  Scotch  bagpipes 

It  looks  as  though  the  Allies  and  Germany  have  one  war 

aim  in  common and  that  is to  bring  back  vaudeville 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     WINNIE    SHEEHAN whose    M-G-M    pix    "Florian"    is 

now  before  the  cameras turned  a  "rib"  back  on  a  kidder 

who  asked  him  why  he  is  making  his  production  the  hard  way 

with  an  unknown,  Helen  Gilbert,  in  the  lead  femme  role  opposite  Robert 

Young and  another  unknown.  Ilina  Baronova,  the  dancer,  in  the 

second  important  femme  role Retorted  Winnie:  "Maybe  history  is 

repeating" which  to  any  well-informed  pixite  is  a  barbed  remark 

alluding  to  the  fact  that  when  the  shrewd  Mister  Sheehan  made 

"Seventh    Heaven"    and    "What    Price    Glory". these    lil    celluloid 

masterpieces  made  four  new  stars Janet  Gaynor.  Charles  Farrell, 

Edmund  Lowe  and  Victor  McLaglen Yep.  maybe  history  is  repeat- 
ing  

T  T  T 

•  •     •     ON  Wednesday  next RKO  Pathe's  gonna  filum 

the  fourth  of  its  "Information  Please"  shorts  series in  the  Fox 

Movietone  Studios As  right  and  customary. ....  .Clifton  Fadi- 

man  will  spring  the  queries to  befuddle  if  possible the 

Messrs.  F.  P.  A.,  John  Kieran,  and  Oscar  Levant plus  guest 

star  Deems  Taylor.  ...     »  Out  of  Miami  comes  word that 

Fred  Snite,  Jr "the  boy  in  the  iron  lung"  has  found  a  way  to 

go  to  the  movies A  special  ramp  for  Suite's  trailer  offers  an 

unobstructed  view  of  the  Miami  Drive-In  Theater's  screen 

After  Ira  Low manager  of  the  Drive-In put  Snite  on  the 

free  list  and  arranged  special  accommodations it's  reported 

that  the  grateful  paralysis  victim  rewarded  Low's  generosity 

with  a  check  for  $50 


«      «      « 


»    »    r 


LABOR  IS  BACKING 
EASTERN  PRODUCTION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

fore  they  would  consider  financing 
pictures  made  here. 

Peaceful  note  struck  by  labor  here 
was  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  pres- 
ent situation  on  the  Coast  where 
studio  craft  unions  demanded  a  10 
per  cent  wage  increase  "or  e>  "se," 
with  the  time  limit  fixed  fd!Sa2:30 
p.m.,  PCT,  today. 

Assurances  of  the  labor  peace 
came  via  an  informal  resolution 
passed  unanimously  by  the  labor 
body  at  a  meeting.  Formal  assur- 
ances of  the  union's  peace  pledge 
will  be  sent  to  Mayor  LaGuardia  im- 
mediately, it  was  said.  The  labor 
body,  completely  made  up  of  A  F  of 
L  affiliates,  was  unanimous  in  en- 
dorsing the  Mayor's  plan. 

At  the  meeting  Thomas  Murtha, 
business  agent  of  Local  4,  Brook- 
lyn stagehands,  was  elected  presi- 
dent, to  succeed  Thomas  J.  Lyons 
who  becomes  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Federation  of  Labor  on 
Jan.  1.  George  Meany,  state  pres- 
ident, has  been  elected  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  A  F  of  L. 


Law  Prohibiting  Children 
In  Quebec  Houses  to  Stay 

Montreal — Attorney  General  Wil- 
frid Girourard  of  Quebec  told  news- 
papermen Friday  he  has  "no  inten- 
tion" of  modifying  the  law  prohibit- 
ing admittance  of  children  under  16 
years  of  age  to  motion  picture  the- 
aters in  Quebec  Province.  Since  he 
assumed  office  Nov.  8,  Girourard 
said,  he  has  received  many  requests 
that  the  regulation  be  modified. 

"But  after  studying  the  sugges- 
tions and  the  situation  I  have  de- 
cided that  it  would  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned  to  keep  the 
present  law  in  force,"  he  declared. 
The  restriction  was  put  in  force 
about  10  years  ago  under  the  lib- 
eral regime  of  former  premier  L. 
A.   Taschereau. 


"Boom  Town"  for  M-G-M 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — M-G-M  will  produce 
"Boom  Town"  with  Jack  Conway  di- 
recting. Picture  is  scheduled  to  be 
Clark  Gable's  next  after  "Strange 
Cargo."  Sam  Zimbalist  is  to  pro- 
duce it. 


'Hunchback'  Preview  Dec.  14 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— RKO  Radio's  "Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame"  will  be  pre- 
viewed at  the  Hollywood  Pantages 
on  Dec.   14. 


STORKS! 


Detroit — Alfred  Ackerman,  of  the 
East  Side  Theater,  is  father  of  an 
eight-pound  baby  girl,  his  first. 
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VOGEL  JOINS  LOEWS 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Moskowitz,  head  of  the  New  York 
circuit,  also  is  a  director  of  Loew's 
and  of  the  subsidiary. 

Starting  as  an  usher  in  Loew's 
Yorkville  Theater  while  in  high 
school,  Vogel  rose  rapidly  and  in 
fov-^years  he  was  treasurer  of 
Lot,.-s  7th  Ave.  Theater,  going  frcm 
there  to  the  New  Rochelle  and  then 
to  the  Greely  Square.  After  return- 
ing to  the  7th  Avenue  as  assistant 
manager,  he  became  manager  of 
Loew's  Fulton  in  Brooklyn  where  he 
was  the  youngest  manager  on  the 
circuit.  In  1919  he  was  promoted 
to  Loew's  Victoria  and  in  1921  he 
had  the  honor  of  being  the  first  man- 
ager of  the  new  Loew's  State  The- 
ater on  Broadway. 

When  Col.  Ed  Schiller  retired  sev- 
eral years  ago,  Vogel  succeeded  him 
in  his  present  position.  His  place 
on  the  board  comes  as  a  recognition 
of  a  30-year  career  with  Loew's. 


Circuit  Deals  Completed 

for  1939-40  WB  Product 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
manager,  who  asserted  that  the  final 
pacts  concluded  were  with  the  T  & 
D  Jr.  Circuit,  operating  34  houses 
in  California  and  Nevada,  and  the 
Crescent  Amusement  Co.  and  its 
affiliates,  comprising  64  theaters  in 
Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina. 

Carl  Leserman,  assistant  general 
sales  manager,  closed  the  deal  with 
T  &  D  Jr.,  which  was  represented 
in  the  negotiations  by  Mike  Naiffy. 
The  Crescent  contract  was  effec- 
tuated by  Ben  Kalmenson,  Warners' 
western  and  southern  sales  manager, 
with  Tony  Sudekum  signing  for  the 
circuit. 


Local  702  Launches  Drive 

to  Sign  Editors,  Cutters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
at  the  week-end.  Union  now  em- 
braces all  technicians  working  in 
laboratories  with  these  exceptions. 
The  Local  expects  to  sign  con- 
tracts this  week  with  Malcolm  Lab- 
oi-atorv  and  Pathe  Film  Corp.'s 
New  York  laboratory.  The  union 
has  moved  to  new  headquarters  at 
1560  Broadway  in  the  Bond  Build- 
ing, taking  over  larger  offices. 


THE  WEEK  IN  REVIEW 

Production  for  N.  Y.— N.  Z.  a  100%  U.  S.  Pix  Market? 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


S-W  "Kiddie  Checks" 
To  Win  Juve  Patrons 

Philadelphia — Stanley  Warner  theaters, 
driving  for  juve  patronage,  are  introduc- 
ing the  "Friendly  Service  Kiddie  Check," 
sold  for  a  dime  or  "checkbook"  of  10 
for  $1. 

"Now,"  the  promotional  copy  advises 
parents,  "you  can  reward  the  kiddies 
after  a  hard  day's  work  at  school,  after 
running  errands  and  doing  small  favors 
around  the  house,  or  for  being  the  swell 
son  and  daughter  that  they  always  are. 

"You  can  even  write  your  own  kid- 
die's name  into  the  check.  Certainly 
that  will   make   them   feel   proud." 


DOMESTIC 

PRODUCTION  IN  EAST:  Mayor 
Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  of  New  York, 
after  conferences  with  bankers, 
union  execs.,  stated  that  New  York 
will  get  a  share  of  motion  picture 
production.  Sites  were  hinted  at 
World's  Fair  grounds  and  Staten 
Island.  Ben  Hecht  and  George  Jes- 
sel    will    produce    in    East    through 

New  York  Pictures,  Inc. 

*  *         * 

TELEVISION:  Early  in  week 
actor  unions  were  reported  working 
on  a  television  setup  under  three 
AAAA  subsidiaries,  but  at  week-end 
Actors  Equity  announced  it  would 
press  its  claim  for  sole  control  of 
tele  talent  .  .  .  Tele  committee  of 
the  FCC  recommended  limited  tele 
commercialization  .  .  .  NBC  continues 
to  seek  sponsors  for  tele  programs 
to     defray     production     and     talent 

costs. 

*  *  * 

UNIONS:  IATSE  refused  pro- 
ducer's request  to  relinquish  the  15 
per  cent  wage  boost  recently  granted 
studio  locals.  A  F  of  L  studio 
unions  gave  producers  until  2:30  p.m. 
tcday  to  agree  to  10  per  cent  wage 
increase  retroactive  to  Aug.  12,  and 
intimated  a  strike  in  case  of  refusal 
.  .  .  International  union  presidents 
and  producers  will  meet  in  Newark 
Dec.  6  to  consider,  among  other  mat- 
ters, wages  of  studio  carpenters, 
electricians  and  transportation  driv- 


SUITS,  CODE :  Reported  that  the 
Gov't  might  rephrase  its  equity  suit 
interrogatories.  Conferences  on  the 
N.  Y.  C.  suit  were  adjourned  to  Nov. 


30  .  .  .  Balm  in  the  "Letty  Lynton" 
plagiarism  case,  which  M-G-M  has 
appealed  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court, 
citing  eight  errors,  was  fixed  by 
stipulation  at  $153,030  .  .  .  Allied 
leaders  were  reported  to  look  fav- 
orably upon  a  plan  to  launch  uniform 
arbitration  ...  Ed  Kuykendall, 
MPTOA  prexy,  stigmatized  "Code 
stuff"  as  "hooey"  and  professed  to 
find  a  sharp  change  in  industry's  at- 
titude   towards    mediation. 

*  *         * 

ITEMS:  ITOA's  Harry  Brandt 
called  on  prominent  individual  stars 
to  clarify  their  attitude  on  air  ap- 
pearances which  ITOA,  allegedly  sup- 
ported by  other  exhib.  units,  is  fight- 
ing .  .  .  Pathe  announced  a  nine 
months  net  of  $192,002  .  .  .  Sam 
Goldwyn  was  reported  talking  re- 
leasing deal  with  Paramount  and 
RKO  .  .  .  UA  domestic  sales  for 
past  year  were  said  to  be  $7,000,000 
ahead,  with  larger  program  set  for 
1940-141  .  .  .  Grand  National's  East- 
ern and  West  Coast  creditors  agreed 
upon  terms  of  payment  for  their 
claims  .  .  .  Possibility  of  night  rac- 
ing at  low  admissions  added  to  wor- 
ries of  N.  Y.  exhibs.  re  pari-mutuel's 

adopticn  by  State. 

*  *         * 

FOREIGN 

BRITISH  EMPIRE:  Great  Bri- 
tain was  expected  momentarily  to 
announce  its  film  policy,  while  deci- 
sion on  remittances  to  U.  S.  was  re- 
ported near  .  .  .  Fading  of  quotas  in 
New  Zealand  was  foreseen  as  giv- 
ing the  U.  S.  100  per  cent  market  in 
that  Dominion  .  .  .  Canada  reported 
that  half  of  its  pix  theaters  are  in- 
dependently operated. 


TO  SPUR  TELE  THRU 
COST-PRICE  RECEIVERS 


Danish  Exhibitors  Looking         "Mr.  Smith"  May  Roll  Up 

to  U.  S.  for  Film  Supply  Six  Weeks  Chicago  Run 


Copenhagen  (By  Cable) — Ways 
and  means  of  providing  for  a  nor- 
mal supply  of  films,  in  face  of  the 
current  European  hostilities  and  at- 
tending difficulties  of  ocean  trans- 
portation, is  the  primary  concern 
f   Denmark's   exhibs. 

The  two  questions  Danish  theater 
managers  are  asking  are,  (1)  will 
U.  S.  production  be  maintained,  and 
(2)  will  it  be  possible  to  get  the 
product  over  here.  Thus  far,  the 
war's  advent  has  not  prevented  di- 
rect shipments  from  America,  but 
it  is  uncertain  how  long  this  will 
continue  to  be  the  case. 

Already  there  has  been  a  sharp 
decline  in  shipments  from  other 
countries  with  German  production 
virtually  ceased,  and  French  cur- 
tailed, the  U.  S.,  which  supplied  178 
features  out  of  a  total  of  248  dur- 
ing the  first  nine  months  of  1939, 
is  the  chief  hope  of  Danish  exhibs. 
If  American  production  and  ship- 
ments hold  up,  Hollywood  films  will 
all       but      monopolize       Denmark's 


Chicago  —  From  present  indica- 
tions, Columbia's  "Mr.  Smith  Goes 
to  Washington,"  may  have  a  six 
weeks'  run  at  the  B  &  K  Apollo  the- 
ater. Patronage  rush  has  forced 
extra  shows. 


(Continued  from  Page  \) 

have  been  developed  by  manufactu- 
rers during  the  year,  including  per- 
fection of  square  tubes  to  eliminate 
the  concave  effect  in  reception,  man- 
ufacturers have  been  holding  them 
back  until  the  time  was  deemed 
right  for  an  intensive  marketing 
drive. 

While  the  New  York  metropolitan 
area  has  largely  claimed  the  tele- 
vision spotlight  thus  far,  and  prob- 
ably will  continue  to  do  so  in  the 
immediate  future,  the  mid-west, 
notably  Chicago  and  Cincinnati,  and 
the  Coast  (Los  Angeles)  are  seen 
as    taking   on   importance. 

In  the  East,  the  current  outstand- 
ing developments  embrace  the  net 
work  relay  station  being  installed 
by  General  Electric  between  New- 
York  and  Schenectady  to  assist  in 
transmitting  "network"  telecasts 
being-  the  RCA-NBC  station  and  that 
of  GE,  and  the  approaching  inaug- 
ural of  CBS  telecasts.  DuMont,  too, 
is  ready  to  start  as  soon  as  the  FCC 
gives  the  word. 


Browne  Okays  Reinstatement 
of  Coast  Studio  IA  Rebels 


Otto  Ebert  Joins  S  b  S 

Indianapolis — Otto  Ebert,  former- 
ly booker  with  Indianapolis  Co-op- 
erative Theaters,  has  joined  the 
S  &  S  Theater  Corp.  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity. Herbert  Gibson,  formerly 
with  RKO-Radio  exchange  as  man- 
ager of  the  adv.  sales  department 
has  succeeded  Ebert,  and  Robert 
Cook,  formerly  with  Twentieth  Cen- 
tury-Fox, has  succeeded  Gibson  as 
manager  of  RKO-Radio  adv.  sales 
department. 

Add  Knightstown   House 

Indianapolis  —  Theatrical  Manag- 
ers', Inc.,  has  announced  the  Strand 
Theater,  Knightstown,  as  an  addi- 
tion to  the  circuit.  The  house  has 
been  closed  for  some  time  and  now 
being  renovated   and   remodeled. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rebels  who,  allegedly  financed  by 
CIO,  has  sought  to  supplant  IA  in 
the  studios  through  the  United 
Studio  Technicians'  Guild.  Howard 
S.  Robertson,  chairman  of  the  de- 
funct USTG,  was  also  the  recipient 
of  the  IA  amnesty. 

The  rebels  could  have  been  barred 
from  employment  in  the  studios 
where  IA  holds  a  closed  shop  agree- 
ment with  the  producers. 

A  "paternal  consideration"  for 
the  brothers  who  had  been  "misled 
by  undercover  CIO  agitators  within 
the  IA  ranks"  influenced  the  deci- 
sion of  IA,  according  to  Frank 
Stickling,  IA  representative  at  the 
Hollywood   headquarters. 


Acqi 


juires  Cincy  Theater 

Cincinnati — Mrs.  J.  F.  Crone  has 
taken  over  The  Crescent  theater, 
Winton   Place. 


Just  Company  Folds 

Detroit — Children's  Cinegraf  Co., 
headed  by  Bessie  M.  Just,  has  folded. 
Company  was  a  commercial  film  pro- 
ducer. 


RKO  Closes  Deals 

With  4  Chi.  Chains 

Chicago  —  Four  more  local  circuits 
have  signed  with  RKO  Radio  for  sea- 
sonal product,  according  to  Jack  Osser- 
man,  branch  head.  They  are  Jones, 
Linick  Cr  Schaefer,  Alliance.  Van  Nomi- 
kos  and  Lasker. 
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"That's  Right— You're 
Wrong" 

with  Kay  Kyser  and  Adolphe  Menjou 

RKO  Radio  93  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

HIGHLY  ENJOYABLE  PIX  WITH  FRESH 
SLANT  SHOULD  CLICK  AT  THE  BOX- 
OFFICE. 

David  Butler  set  out  to  produce  a  Kay 
Kyser  picture  and  he  did  it.  Except  for 
spotting  a  few  Hollywood  players  to  help 
carry  the  story,  the  affair  is  all  Kay  Kyser 
and  his  band  including  Ginny  Simms,  Harry 
Babbitt,  Sully  Mason  and  Ish  Kabibble.  As 
such  it  is  a  fresh,  highly  enjoyable  show 
which  should  click  at  the  box-office.  Laughs 
are  the  objective  and  this  it  achieves  well. 
The  first  half  of  the  piece  can  only  be 
termed  pleasing,  that  is  what  may  be 
termed  the  studio  period.  But  then  Kyser 
becomes  Kyser,  and  the  affair  takes  on 
wow  proportions  with  Kyser  doing  a  terrific 
slapstick  screen  test,  and  a  broadcast  just 
as  it  would  be  over  the  air.  His  millions 
of  fans  should  certainly  want  to  see  just 
how  it's  done.  The  show  has  five  good 
musical  production  numbers  of  which  "Chat- 
terbox" and  "The  Answer  Is  Love"  stand 
out.  Kyser  is  always  Kyser,  a  most  likeable 
sort  of  a-  chap  and  a  splendid  entertainer. 
His  band  is  excellent,  as  are  his  featured 
performers.  Ginny  Simms  sings  beautifully 
and  Harry  Babbitt's  vocalizing  is  tops. 
Among  the  Hollywood  contingent,  Edward 
Everett  Horton  and  Hobart  Cavanaugh  are 
swell  as  a  couple  of  writers,  as  is  May 
Robson,  as  the  grandmother.  Adolphe 
Menjou,  Lucille  Ball,  Dennis  O'Keefe  and 
Moroni  Olsen  have  the  other  roles  of  note. 
David  Butler  directed  so  that  things  are 
always  moving.  He  and  William  Conselman 
wrote  the  story  which  is  novel  in  that  the 
audience  is  taken  into  the  plot  develop- 
ments as  the  situations  take  place.  Con- 
selman and  James  V.  Kern  did  the  screen- 
play which  furnished  Kyser  and  his  outfit 
the  layout  on  which  to  give  the  masses 
the  sort  of  entertainment  they  should  like. 
The  story  has  Kyser  receiving  a  Hollywood 
offer.  He  is  reluctant  about  accepting, 
but  the  band  wants  to  go,  and  finally  Kyser 
agrees.  In  Hollywood,  the  gang  "goes  Hol- 
lywood," and  to  put  the  fellows  in  line, 
Kyser  "out-Hollywood's"  them.  As  things 
develop,  the  picture  isn't  made  much  to 
Kyser's  satisfaction,  and  when  the  boys  see 
what  "going  Hollywood"  looks  like,  they 
have  Kyser  kidnaped  and  returned  to  his 
radio  job  where  they  all  agree  they  really 
belong. 

CAST:  Kay  Kyser,  Adolphe  Menjou,  May 
Robson,  Lucille  Ball,  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Ed- 
ward Everett  Horton,  Roscoe  Karns,  Moroni 
Olsen,  Hobart  Cavanaugh,  Ginny  Simms, 
Harry  Babbitt,  Sully  Mason,  Ish  Kabibble, 
Dorothy  Levett,  Lillian  West,  Denis  Tank- 
ard, Jane  Goude,  Kathryn  Adams,  Effie 
Parnell,  Charles  Doehrer. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  David  Butler;  Di- 
rector, David  Butler;  Authors,  David  Butler 
and  William  Conselman;  Screenplay,  Wil- 
liam Conselman  and  James  V.  Kern;  Cam- 
eraman, Russell  Metty,  ASC;  Special  Effects, 
Vernon  L.  Walker,  ASC;  Art  Director,  Van 
Nest  Polglase;  Associate,  Carroll  Clark; 
Editor,  Irene  Morra;  Musical  Arrangements 
by  George  Dunning. 

DIRECTION.  Swell.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


"Rovin'  Tumbleweeds" 

with    Gene    Autry,    Smiley    Burnette,    Mary 

Carlisle 
Republic  64  Mins. 

FLOODS,  SONGS,  POLITICS  AND  FLY- 
ING FISTS  IN  RAPID  ORDER  SHOULD 
PLEASE  THE  AUTRY  FANS. 

Although  this  is  not  the  best  of  the 
Autry  series,  his  fans  will  undoubtedly  like 
it.  He  sings  pleasingly,  swaps  punches 
and  serves  as  a  crusading  congressman  for 
the  cowpunchers  flooded  out  of  their  fertile 
vallev  by  heavy  rains.  Autry  is  supported 
by  Smiley  Burnette  and  a  capable  cast, 
with  Mary  Carlisle  attractive  as  the  femme 
interest.  Douglas  Dumbrille  is  a  good 
villain.  If  for  no  other  reason  the  picture 
is  notable  in  bringing  William  Farnum 
back  to  the  screen  in  a  small  bit  which  he 
does  handsomely  by.  Floods  lay  waste 
the  Green  River  Valley.  Autry  and  the 
other  ranchers  migrate  to  another  country, 
but  low  wages  and  opposition  to  their  in- 
cursion cause  trouble.  Autry  gets  a  job 
singing  over  a  radio  network  in  an  effort 
to  support  his  friends.  Opposition  to  a 
congressman  who  had  failed  to  get  a  neces- 
sary flood  control  bill  passed  serves  as  a 
springboard  for  Dumbrille  to  get  him  into 
office,  unaware  that  Dumbrille  has  secretly 
been  opposing  the  bill.  Autry  is  stymied 
in  Washington  and  it  is  not  until  he  re- 
turns home  and  another  flood  rages  that 
Dumbrille  sees  the  light  and  agrees  to  make 
restitution  and  help  pass  the  bill. 

CAST:  Gene  Autry,  Smiley  Burnette, 
Mary  Carlisle,  Douglas  Dumbrille,  William 
Farnum,  Lee  White,  Ralph  Peters,  Gordon 
Hart,  Vic  Potel,  Sammy  McKim,  Jack  In- 
gram, Reginald  Barlow,  Eddie  Kane  Guy 
Usher. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  William 
Berke;  Director,  George  Sherman;  Original 
Screenplay,  Betty  Burbridge,  Dorrell  and 
Stuart  McGowan;  Cameraman,  William 
Nobles;    Editor,    Tony    Martinelli. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Sack  Closes  "Bad  Boy"  Deal 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Alfred  N.  Sack,  of 
the  Sack  Amusement  Enterprises, 
has  closed  a  deal  with  Dr.  Herbert 
T.  Meyer,  of  Gateway  Productions, 
for  distribution  of  the  picture,  "Bad 
Boy,"  starring  Johnny  Downs  and 
Rosalind  Keith,  for  the  territories 
Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  out 
of  their  Dallas  office,  and  the  eight 
Southeastern  states  out  of  Atlanta, 
and  for  the  Chicago  and  St.  Louis 
territories. 


Peter  Gorris  Dead 

Pittsburgh — Peter  Gorris,  who  for 
many  years  has  operated  the  Star 
Theater  in  Glassport,  Pa.,  is  dead 
after  a  lingering  illness.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow  and  three 
children. 


Joyce  Dead  in  Detroit 

Detroit — Harry  L.  Joyce,  head  of 
American  Amplifying  Apparatus, 
handling  theatrical  sound  installa- 
tions, is  dead. 


"Heroes  In  Blue" 

with    Dick    Purcell,   Charles   Quigley,    Frank 

Sheridan 
Monogram  59  Mins. 

BROTHER  VERSUS  BROTHER  STORY 
HAS  ENOUGH  PUNCH  TO  BE  O.K.  IN 
FOP  HOUSES. 

Using  the  family  divided  theme,  with 
one  brother  a  policeman  and  the  other  a 
stooge  for  gangsters,  this  release  has 
enough  punch  to  be  O.  K.  for  the  nabe 
trade.  The  cast  works  hard  and  the  story 
is  plausible,  although  the  sentiment  gets 
a  little  slushy  at  times.  Dick  Purcell  is 
convincing  as  the  policeman  and  Charles 
Quigley  fits  the  role  as  the  gangsters' 
stooge.  Frank  Sheridan  portrays  the  father 
of  the  family  ably  and  the  rest  of  the  cast 
is  capable.  Bernadene  Hayes  is  good  as 
Quigley's  wife.  Quigley  goes  to  a  race 
track  to  place  a  bet  for  his  boss,  fails 
to  lay  the  bet  and  the  horse  wins.  He 
bets  the  next  race  and  loses,  with  a  fight 
resulting  between  himself  and  one  of  the 
gangster  chief's  gunmen.  The  other  man 
is  killed  and  Quigley  runs.  Purcell  is  as- 
signed to  arrest  him.  Sheridan  is  fixed  by 
the  gang  as  their  price  not  to  kill  his  son 
and  they  commit  several  robberies  on  his 
beat.  Bernadene  gets  enough  information 
to  tip  off  Purcell  as  to  what's  what,  and 
when  he  cleans  up  the  gang  he  gets  a 
confession  that  releases  his  brother  from 
jail. 

CAST:  Dick  Purcell,  Bernadene  Hayes, 
Charles  Quigley,  Frank  Sheridan,  Edward 
Keane,    Julie   Warren,    Lillian    Elliott. 

CREDITS:  Producer.  T.  R.  Williams;  Di- 
rector, William  Watson;  Screenplay,  C.  B. 
Williams;  Based  on  a  story  by  Charles 
Curran  and  C.  B.  Williams;  Cameraman, 
Harry   Neumann. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


310  Contracts  Closed 

by  Warner  Chi.  Branch 

Chicago  —  Warners  Chicago  Ex- 
change report  310  contracts  for 
seasonal  product  signed  to  date  in 
this  territory. 

It  is  expected  that  "Elizabeth  and 
Essex"  will  open  at  the  B  &  K 
Chicago  theater,  early  in  December. 


Md.  Censors  Censor  "Hitler" 

Baltimore— The  Maryland  State 
Board  of  Motion  Picture  Censors, 
George  Mitchell,  chairman,  has 
ordered  the  name  Hitler  deleted  in 
the  title  of  the  film  "Hitler:  Beast 
of  Berlin,"  as  well  as  several  scenes 
before  it  can  be  shown  in  Balti- 
more and  the  state. 


Mrs.  Ernest  Pascal  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Mrs.  Barbara  Her- 
riman  Pascal,  31,  wife  of  Ernest 
Pascal,  screen  writer  and  play- 
wright, is  dead  here,  following  post- 
operative complications.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Cartoonist  George  Her- 
riman.  She  had  one  daughter, 
Dinah,  five  years  old. 


"Smashing  The  Money 
Ring" 

with     Ronald     Reagan,     Margot    Stevenson, 

Eddie   Foy,  Jr. 
Warners  57  Mins. 

STORY  OF  FEDERAL  AGENTS  AND 
COUNTERFEITERS  HAS  PLENTY  Qc  AC- 
TION FOR  NABE  TRADE.  Q3/: 

With  the  G-Men  having  already  cleaned 
up  everything  in  sight  in  a  pictorial  fash- 
ion, this  new  Warner  film  introduces  the 
"T"  men,  better  known  as  treasury  agents. 
The  film  has  plenty  of  action,  enough  sus- 
pense and  a  pleasing  cast.  It  should  do 
nicely  as  second-feature  for  the  average 
exhibitor's  needs.  Ronald  Reagan  plays 
the  role  of  a  treasury  agent  competently, 
and  Eddie  Foy,  Jr.,  his  assistant,  is  equally 
good  and  he  also  provides  a  number  of 
laughs.  Margot  Stevenson  is  the  female 
interest.  Reagan  and  Foy  are  assigned  by 
their  office  to  discover  the  source  of  a 
flood  of  counterfeit  money  that  is  being 
passed  in  a  certain  district.  Reagan  picks 
up  enough  information  to  lead  him  to  be- 
lieve that  the  brains  of  the  ring  are  in  a 
prison.  He  gets  himself  locked  up,  acts 
tough,  participates  in  a  prison  break  and 
discovers  that  the  money  is  being  made  in 
the  prison  right  under  the  noses  of  the  au- 
thorities. A  wild  and  wooly  finale  closes  out 
the  career  of  the  counterfeiters  and  Rea- 
gan closes  his  case. 

CAST:  Ronald  Reagan,  Eddie  Foy,  Jr., 
Margot  Stevenson,  Joe  Downing,  Charles  D. 
Brown,  Elliott  Sullivan,  Jje  King,  Charles 
W  Ison,  William  Davidson,  John  Hamilton, 
Sidney  Bracy,  Jack  Wise,  Jack  Mower, 
Don  Turner. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warners;  Direc- 
tor, Terry  Morse;  Original  Screenplay,  An- 
thony Coldewey  and  Raymond  Schrock; 
Cameraman,  James  Van  Trees;  Editor,  Frank 
Magee. 

DIRECTION,  Snappy  PHOTOGRAPHY 
Good. 
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S.  Distribs.  Handle  322 
of  422  Pix  Shown  in  Peru 


Lima  (By  Cable) — Statistics  cov- 
ering the  fiscal  year  ended  July  31, 
last,  put  the  number  of  features 
released  in  the  Peruvian  market  at 
422,  of  which  302  were  English  dia- 
logue productions  distributed  by  the 
eight  branch  offices  of  U.  S.  compa- 
nies, which  also  distributed  20  fea- 
tures with  Spanish  dialogue. 

Approximately  60  pictures  were  of 
French,  British,  German  and  Italian 
origin.  Argentina  attractions  were 
the  principal  competitors  of  Holly- 
wood product. 

Most  recent  figures  available,  for 
the  period  from  Sept.  26,  to  the  end 
of  October,  show  that  slightly  more 
than  70  per  cent  playing  time  in  the 
Lima-Callao  district  went  to  English 
dialogue  features. 


Essaness  Tries  Book  Night 

Chicago — The  Essaness  circuit  will 
introduce  Bank  Night  in  the  West 
End,  the  Broadway  Strand  and  the 
Buckingham. 
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APPELLATE  DIVISION 
UPHOLDS  HART  AWARD 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

two  vote,  was  rendered  without  a 
majority  opinion  and  ruled  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  recover 
the  verdict  for  an  alleged  breach  of 
a  contract  made  in  April,  1925, 
wlic-^v  the  defendant  agreed  to 
dist.  ,  ate  Hart's  picture  "Tumble- 
weeds." 

The  verdict  had  been  recovered 
on  Nov.  4,  1938,  the  plaintiffs  testi- 
fying that  the  defendant  in  violation 
of  the  agreement  block-booked  the 
picture  in  question  with  an  inferior 
picture,  and  obtained  a  higher  rent- 
al for  the  second  picture  and  a  con- 
sequently lower  rental  for  Hart's 
picture.  Justice  Irwin  Untermeyer 
in  a  dissenting  opinion  argued  that 
the  Harts  were  entitled  only  to  a 
fraction  of  the  verdict  because  they 
had  shown  block-booking  in  isolated 
instances. 

United  Artists  on  the  basis  of  the 
division  in  the  court's  opinion,  will 
appeal  the  affirmation  of  the  award 
to  Court  of  Appeals  in  Albany,  it 
was  stated  by  the  company's  at- 
torneys. 


Eastern  Theaters  Merged 

With  Poli-New  England 

New  Haven — A  certificate  of  own- 
ership merging  Poli-New  England 
Theaters,  Inc.,  and  Eastern  Thea- 
ters, Inc.,  is  on  record  at  the  Town 
Clerk's  office  here.  Eastern  Thea- 
ters, Inc.,  relinquishes  its  corporate 
name  and  assumes  the  name,  Poli- 
New  England  Theaters,  Inc.,  opera- 
tor of  the  Loew  houses  in  New 
Haven,  Hartford,  Bridgeport,  Meri- 
den,  Waterbury,  Worcester  and 
Springfield. 


Presentation  to  Garland 

Denver  —  Managers  in  the  Fox 
Intermountain  division  presented 
Robert  Garland,  district  manager, 
with  a  wafer-thin  pocket  watch  and 
a  $100  merchandise  order  on  his 
favorite  clothing  store.  Garland  is 
still  in  the  hospital  as  the  result  of 
an  auto  accident  in  August,  as  a  re- 
sult of  which  his  left  arm  was  ampu- 
tated. He  is  improving  nicely  and 
expects  to  be  back  at  work  by  the 
first  of  the  year. 


Rep.  Branch  Booking  Dept. 

New  Haven  —  Republic  Pictures 
exchange  here,  under  the  new  re- 
gime, since  Herman  Rifkin  of  Bos- 
ton sold  out  his  franchise,  is  ex- 
pected to  include  a  booking  depart- 
ment before  the  first  of  the  year. 
Formerly  prints  came  out  of  Boston. 


Dickson  Joins  Paramount 

Gregory  Dickson,  former  publicity 
representative  for  Samuel  Goldwyn 
and  for  Walt  Disney,  has  joined 
Paramount's  publicity  department. 
He  will  handle  national  magazines. 


reviews  of  nctu  rums 


"Missing  Evidence" 

with    Preston    Foster,    Irene    Hervey,    Chick 

Chandler 
Universal  64  Mins. 

SUSPENSEFUL  MELLER  WITH  FAST 
ACTION  SHOULD  PLEASE  AUDIENCES 
GENERALLY. 

The  Government  always  gets  its  man, 
even  when  they  go  after  a  ring  that  sells 
fake  lottery  tickets,  and  they  go  about  it 
in  a  thoroughly  entertaining  fashion  for 
audiences  generally  in  this  new  Universal 
release.  There  is  plenty  of  action,  lots 
of  suspense  and  good  characterizations  by 
the  entire  cast.  Preston  Foster,  Irene 
Hervey,  Chick  Chandler,  Inez  Courtney 
and  Noel  Madison  have  the  top  roles,  with 
Foster  strong  as  the  government  agent. 
Foster  gets  an  assignment  to  break  up  the 
fake  sweepstakes  ticket  ring.  Irene  Her- 
vey and  Chick  Chandler  have  been  in- 
nocently involved,  and  when  Foster  shows 
them  what  is  happening  they  throw  in  with 
him  to  help  as  much  as  they  can.  They 
provide  him  with  introductions  to  Madison, 
chief  lieutenant  in  the  crooked  syndicate. 
They  also  get  jobs  working  for  the  ring 
themselves  to  get  further  information. 
Foster  works  out  a  scheme  to  trap  the 
whole  ring  and  in  a  fast  and  furious 
climax   he  winds  up  his  assignment. 

CAST:  Preston  Foster,  Chick  Chandler, 
Irene  Hervey,  Inez  Courtney,  Noel  Madi- 
son, Joseph  Downing,  Oscar  O'Shea,  Tom 
Dugan,   Ray  Walker,  Cliff  Clark. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by  Phil 
Rosen;  Screenplay,  Arthur  T.  Horman; 
Original  Story,  Dorrell  and  Stuart  Mc- 
Gowan;  Cameraman,  Milton  Krasner. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*   SHORTS   * 


Deardorff  Rites  in  Ind. 

Detroit — Claude  Deardorff,  mana- 
ger of  the  Broadway  Capitol  for 
United  Detroit  Theaters,  was  buried 
at  Kendalville,  Ind.,  his  home  town, 
where  he  was  formerly  associated 
with  his  parents  who  owned  local 
theaters  there.  Death  was  caused 
by  peritonitis  following  an  appendi- 
citis operation.  Deardorff  has  been 
in  Detroit  for  12  years,  as  manager 
of  various  houses  for  the  United  De- 
troit and  Klatt  Enterprises.  His 
widow  and  one  daughter  survive. 


Moray,  Schlesinger  Confer 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Leon  Schlesinger  is 
conferring  with  Norman  Moray, 
Vitaphone  short  subject  sales  mana- 
ger, here  on  an  annual  visit,  con- 
cerning the  production  program  of 
"Merrie  Melody"  and  "Looney 
Tunes"  cartoons  for  the  1940-41  sea- 


Bidding  for  "Armistice" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — "Armistice,"  a  short 
story  by  Warren  Stokes,  depicting 
the  futility  of  war,  will  be  published 
in  the  February  issue  of  Foreign 
Service  Magazine,  and  several  of  the 
Hollywood  major  studios  are  bidding 
for  the  screen  rights. 


"Homes  of  Today" 

F.H.A.  11  mins. 

Newest  Wrinkles   in  Housing 

Produced  by  the  commercial  de- 
partment of  Pathe  News  in  Techni- 
color for  the  Federal  Housing  Ad- 
ministration, this  short  gives  tangi- 
ble evidence  of  what  may  be  pur- 
chased in  the  low-priced  home  field. 
Film  focuses  attention  of  home  buy- 
ers on  houses  ranging  between  $2,500 
and  $5,000  in  price,  explaining  how 
the  FHA  loans  work  in  purchasing 
these  houses.  Produced  by  Frederick 
Ullman,  Jr.,  and  supervised  by 
Frank  Donovan,  the  film  is  highly 
instructive  and  interesting. 


"Information  Please   No.  3" 

RKO  Pathe  News  10  mins. 

Amusing  Novelty  Number 

The  experts  return  to  the  screen 
in  the  third  of  the  "Information 
Please"  shorts  in  the  Pathe  series, 
with  this  one  amusing,  but  not  up 
to  the  caliber  of  the  first  two.  Clar- 
ence Budington  Kelland  augments 
John  Kieran,  Oscar  Levant  and  F. 
P.  Adams  in  this  release.  Routine 
formula  is  used,  with  Clifton  Fadi- 
man  acting  as  emcee. 


Hilgers  Opening  Theater 

Atlanta,  Ga. — Claire  Hilgers,  of 
Atlanta,  former  district  manager  for 
Republic  Pictures,  announces  that 
he  will  open  his  new  theater  in  Al- 
bany, sometime  this  month.  The 
theater  will  seat  approximately  750 
and  represents  an  investment  of 
from  $30,000  to  $40,000. 


26  Special   "Alone"   Dates 

Twenty-six  special  key  city  dates 
have  been  set  so  far  on  Warners'  "We 
Are  Not  Alone"  simultaneous  with 
the  national  release  of  the  film  on 
Nov.  25.  Special  campaigns  will  be 
given  the  picture  in  each  situation. 


L.A.  Orpheum  Books  Western 

West    Coast  Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Harry  Sherman's 
"Law  of  the  Pampas"  starring  Wil- 
liam Boyd,  which  opens  at  the  Los 
Angeles  Orpheum  Nov.  22,  will  be 
the  first  "western"  to  play  the  Or- 
pheum in  nearly  a  decade. 


Warring  on  Horror  Pix 

Brooklyn  mothers,  meeting  Friday 
under  auspices  of  the  borough's  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council,  inaugurated  a 
campaign  to  curtail  or  eliminate 
horror  and  crime  pix  and  serials  in 
the  nabes. 


Nassers  Add  to  Circuit 

San  Francisco — Nasser  Brothers 
have  purchased  the  Majestic  The- 
ater from  Morris  Gallas.  to  add  to 
their  chain   of  nabes. 


GN  CREDITORS  VOTE 
"HANDS  OFF"  POLICY 


i  Continued  from  Faye  \) 

against  organizing  a  committee  to 
investigate  the   proposed  plan. 

Earle  W.  Hammons,  president  of 
GN,  stated  at  the  meeting  before 
Referee  Peter  B.  Olney  that  the 
company  was  currently  running  at 
a  deficit  of  two  to  three  thousand 
dollars  a  week.  However,  he  assured 
the  creditors  that  the  company  is 
being  reduced  to  a  skeleton  organi- 
zation until  the  financing  arrange- 
ments are  completed,  and  that  with 
a  view  to  reducing1  the  deficit,  he  has 
signed  an  agreement  not  to  draw 
any  of  his  $60,000  per  year  salary 
until  the  $600,000  of  additional  fin- 
ancing and  present  creditors  claims 
are  paid  in  full. 

Hammons  stated  that  the  $600,- 
000  in  financing  would  be  secured  by 
loans  of  $450,000  from  the  RFC, 
$100,000  from  Erpi,  $10,000  from 
De  Luxe  Laboratories,  $15,000  from 
the  National  City  Bank,  and  $25,- 
000  through  participation  by  Lloyd 
Wright.  A  statement  of  cash  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements  covering 
the  period  from  Nov.  2  to  Nov.  15 
showed  cash  at  hand  as  being  $39,- 
565.  Of  this  amount,  $17,000  was 
secured  by  a  loan  from  National 
City  Bank,  authorized  by  Referee 
Olney,  and  $12,661  represents  col- 
lections from  exhibitors.  The  sum 
of  $15,202,  the  statement  says,  has 
been  disbursed  during  that  period. 

The  Grand  National  prexy  stated 
that  he  is  studying  leases  made  by 
the  company  with  a  view  to  either 
affirm  or  disaffirm  them.  The  com- 
pany is  considering  whether  a  "con- 
centration of  territory"  would  be 
advisable,  it  was  stated.  It  was 
also  revealed  that  the  RFC  will  not 
actually  put  up  its  money  until  30 
days  after  confirmation  of  the  financ- 
ing plan.  Referee  Olney  ordered  a 
continued  first  meeting  of  creditors 
for  Nov.  22  at  10:30  a.m.,  and  a 
hearing  on  the  confirmation  of  the 
plan  for  Dec.  4  at  10  a.m. 

Minority  creditors  obtained  con- 
sent from  Referee  Olney  for  an  in- 
spection of  the  books  and  records  of 
the  company  by  their  accountants. 


New  Haven — One  of  10  smaller 
exchanges  throughout  the  country 
to  close  their  offices.  Grand  National 
here  Saturday  moved  its  books  and 
records  to  the  Boston  office,  which 
will  temporarily  have  jurisdiction 
over  Connecticut,  in  addition  to  its 
own  territory.  Friends  gave  an  in- 
formal luncheon  for  I.  Levine,  man- 
ager, Jeanette  Berliner,  booker. 
Katherine  Lavalle,  secretary,  and 
Domenick  Somma,  shipper,  who  have 
operated  the  office  for  almost  four 
years. 


Try 


Mid-Week  Vaude 

Madison,  Conn.— The  Bonoff  The- 
ater is  trying  regular  Wednesday 
vaudeville,  widely  advertised  in  sur- 
rounding press  including  New  Ha- 
ven. 


THEY  WOULD   SHOCK   EVEN 
THE   SHOCKERS   THEMSELVES! 

"EVEN  BORIS  KARLOFF  WOULD  BE  SCARED" 


'The   Toledo   Times,   Saturday,   October   21,    1939 

Reign  of  Terror 
Films  Displayed 

Murder    Maniacs    Run    Horrorful    Path 


VTOLEDO  TIMES,  OCT.  21 


'A  COUPLE  OF 
SUPER  SHOCKERS" 


in  Rivoli's  Scary  Tales 

EVEN  Boris  Karloff  would  be  scared ! 
___  That's  a  pretty  bold  statment  to  make  about  Holly- 
wood's No.  1  bogeyman,  but  it  just  about  sums  up  a  couple 
of  supershockers  the  Rivoli  theater  introduced  yesterday. 
There's  frights  galore  in  the  horror  program  designed 


"MURDER  MANIACS 
RUN  HORRORFUL 
PATH" 


to   sea 


^v* 


re   people   into   gettingC^7 
at  the  box  office'..  iJven  >dem 


in  une 

the  titles  are  sinister.  Give 
a  listen:  "The  Return  of  the 
Frog"  and  "The  Demon  Bar- 
ber of  Fleet  Street." 

Slaughter  (Real  McCoy) 

It  doesn't  matter  which  one  is 
mentioned  first.  The  second  will 
scare  out   the  first.    And  either   is 


^mm 


capable  of  scaring  anyone  sitting  in 
the  tirst  row  to  tne  last  Tow  in  the 
balcony. 

Tod  Slaughter  (the  real  mon- 
icker) is  just  a  tip-off.  Slaughter 
is  the  demon  barber  and  is  to  Eng- 
lish screen  fans  what  Karloff  and 
Lugosi  are  to  America.  That,  alone, 
makes    nobody    immune    from    at 


least  one  dozen  man-sized  shutters. 
Slaughter  portrays  Sweeney  ioaa. 
He  operates  the  Fleet  street  bar- 
ber shop.  As  a  profitable  sideline 
he  "polishes  off"  his  wealthy  cus- 
tomers who  have,  just  arrived  in 
town  from  the  docks.  His  next  door 
neighbor,  Mrs.  Lovntt  (Stella  Rho), 


runs  a  pie  shop,  helps  the 
demon  to  dispose  of  his  victims  and 
for  her  trouble  shares  in  his  ill- 
gotten  gains. 

All  is  well  until   one  of  his   vic- 
tims escape   the   trap.    The   barber 
jthen  has  some  close  shaves  through- 
out, up  to  and  including  the  climax. 
Based  on  Wallace  Novel 

"The  Return  of  the  Frog"  i: 
adapted  from  an  Edgar  Wallace 
novel,  "The  Indian  Rubber  Ifan. 
Gordon  Harker,  Una  QS^onnor. 
Rene  Ray  and  Hartf^y  Power, 
favorites  in  London  bm  practically 
unknown  here,  ^re  the  leading 
players. 

Harker  pl^s  the  role  of  Scot 
land  Yanj^Inspector  Elk  and  in 
this  cMlacity  is  given  the  job  of 
cleajimg  up  a  menace  that  is 
eatening  London  ...  a  myslery 
man  known  only-  to  his  henchmen, 
to  the  police,  and  to  his  victims  as 
the  Frog. 


The  Frog  heach*  a  notorious  gang 
that  teg-prizes  London  until— went 
that  would   ruin  the   tale   for  cus- 


tomers-elect. 


THE    DOUBLE   THRILL    HORROR    SHOW 

THE   RETURN    OF  THE   FROG 


AND 


THE  DEMON  BARBER  OF  FLEET  STREET" 


BOOKED  and  PLAYED 


BY    THE    FOLLOWING    CIRCUITS 
TO    CAPACITY    BUSINESS 


ft.K.0.  CIRCUIT 
WARNER  WISCONSIN  CIRCUIT 

WARNER  OHIO  CIRCUIT 
PUBLIX  NEW  ENGLAND  CIRCUIT 
SKIRBALL  CIRCUIT 


LOEW-POLI  NEW  ENGLAND  CIRCUIT 

FABIAN  CIRCUIT 

F.  &  M.  CIRCUIT 

WILMER  &  VINCENT  CIRCUIT 

CINEMA  CIRCUIT 


SHEA  CIRCUIT 

FOX  WISCONSIN  CIRCUIT 

PUBLIX  INTERMOUNTAIN  CIRCUIT 

CHAKERES  CIRCUIT 

WARNER  NEW  JERSEY  CIRCUIT 


Phone  -  Wire  -  Write  -  For  Immediate  Dates 

SELECT    ATTRACTIONS    INCORPORATED 

PARAMOUNT  BLD6.  1501    BROADWAY,  N.  Y.  C.  Phone  CHickering  4-7748 


1501    BROADWAY,  N.  Y.  C. 


c,  T|      W        T    Hi  )V||>   S  (!N 
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h     w      a  '4  T  H     ST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Report  N.  y.  Banks  Ready  to  Finance  Production  Here 

GRANT  OFJIME  AVERTSJMMEDIATE  STUW  STRIKE 

Mutual  Protective  Plan  May  Combat  Radio's  Giveaway 


Lincoln    Exhib.    Would    Have 

Circuits     Join     in 

Insurance  Setup 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Attention  aroused 
by  Bob  Livingston's  single-handed 
combat  against  radio's  giveaways — 
his  offer  to  match  the  $1,000  prize 
given  on  the  Turns  Pot  of  Gold  pro- 
gram if  the  person  called  was  not 
at  home  and  in  his  theater — has 
caught  on  with  other  exhibs.  in  the 
immediate  territory  and  Livingston 
is  already  advancing  his  attack  into 
the  second  phase. 

If  the  offer  attracts  sufficient  at- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


B.  0.  UP  IN  6  CANADIAN 

PROVINCES,  OFF  IN  2 


Montreal — Box  office  receipts  in 
motion  picture  theaters  throughout 
Canada  showed  only  a  modest  in- 
crease during  1938,  although  the 
number  of  theaters  increased  in 
every  province,  the  Dominion  Bu- 
reau of  Statistics  reports.  In  On- 
tario receipts  increased  by  5.2  per 
cent,  New  Brunswick  4.9  per  cent, 
Alberta  4.2  per  cent,  Manitoba  3.8 
per  cent,  Nova  Scotia  3.3  per  cent, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Film  Transportation 

Recommendations  Near 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Safety  Section  of 
the  Bureau  of  Motor  Carriers  of  the 
ICC  will  submit  a  report  with  rec- 
ommendations to  the  full  Commis- 
sion about  Dec.  1  on  regulations  for 
transportation    of    films,    it    is    re- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Louisville  Committee  Will 
Fight  Ky.  Amusement  Levy 

Louisville — A  concerted  move  to 
effect  a  slash  in  Kentucky's  amuse- 
ments tax  was  launched  here  fol- 
lowing investigation  of  a  special 
committee   which   reported   the   tax 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


"Four  Feathers,"  "Hollywood  Cavalcade1" 

Form  Technicolor  Dual  Bill  in  Chicago 

Chicago — And    now    they're    double    featuring    Technicolor. 

At  any  rate,  B  &  K  is  sending  "Four  Feathers"  (UA)  and  "Hollywood  Cavalcade" 
(20th-Fox)  as  a  combination  bill  into  three  residential  first-runs,  the  Mario,  Tivoli  and 
Uptown    Theaters. 


POMMER,  LAUGHTON    NAT!  POSTER  ASSN. 


SIGN  RKO  CONTRACTS 


Erich  Pommer  and  Charles  Laugh- 
ton  have  signed  individual  contracts 
with  RKO,  having  suspended  all  ac- 
tivity of  their  producing  organiza- 
tion, Mayflower  Pictures  Corp.,  be- 
cause of  the  war  in  Europe. 

Laughton's  first  picture  under  his 
new  contract  will  be  a  story  produced 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Definite  Upswing  in  Biz 

Indicated,  Says  Wobber 

Returning  yesterday  to  the  home 
office  after  a  nation-wide  sales  trip, 
Herman  Wobber,  general  manager  of 
distribution  for  20th-Fox,  told  The 
Film  Daily  that  every  indication 
pointed  to  a  definite  upswing  in 
business  generally.  The  trend,  Wob- 
ber said,  already  has  been  reflected 
in  the  company's  business,  contracts 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


CLOSES  WARNER  DEAL 


Closing  of  a  deal  between  War- 
ners and  the  National  Poster  Asso- 
ciation, whereby  members  of  the  lat- 
ter group,  Republic  Display  Corp. 
and  Associated  Displays  Corp.,  will 
handle  Warner  pictures  accessories 
for  the  period  of  a  year  was  re- 
vealed yesterday.  Negotiations  had 
been  instituted  almost  a  year  ago. 

Individual  agreements, — the  form 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Balaban  and  Para.  Execs. 

Off  for  Coast  on  Friday 

Headed  by  President  Barney  Bala- 
ban, a  group  of  Paramount  execu- 
tives leave  for  Hollywood  on  Fri- 
day for  product  conferences.  Sched- 
uled to  accompany  Balaban  are  Stan- 
ton Griffis,  chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive committee;  Neil  F.  Agnew,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  Russell  Hol- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


N.  Y.  Banks  Ready  to  Finance  Eastern 
Production  Up  to  50-70  P.  G,  Report 


Five  Coast  Studios  Send 
One  Each  Before  Cameras 


West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Five  new  pictures  will 
go  into  production  next  week.  The 
list: 

At  Columbia:  "The  Lone  Wolf 
Strikes"  with  Warren  William  and 
Joan  Perry. 

At   Paramount:    "Golden    Gloves' 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  has 
discussed  Eastern  production  with 
officials  of  the  Chase  National  Bank 
of  New  York,  the  Irving  Trust  Co., 
the  Empire  Trust  Co.,  and  other 
banks  associated  with  the  Morgan 
interests,  sources  close  to  the  Mayor 
revealed  yesterday.  These  banks 
and  a  number  of  other  financial 
houses  have  indicated  "great  inter- 
est," it  was  stated. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  names 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Producers  Given   More  Time 

To  Study  Situation;  No 

New  Deadline  Set 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — An  immediate  studio 
strike  was  averted  yesterday  after- 
noon when  union  representatives 
granted  the  producers'  request  for 
another  meeting  and  more  time  to 
study  the  situation  and  also  did  not 
set  a  new  deadline. 

Both  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  presi- 
dent of  the  Association  of  Motion 
Picture  Producers,  and  Meyer  Lewis, 
Western  representative  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  expressed 
optimism  that  the  current  wage  con- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


OOF  J  UNION  STAND 
SEEN  OF  PIX  IMPORT 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Principles  enunciated 
by  Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  At- 
torney General,  in  his  pronounce- 
ment of  D  of  J  poHcy  in  the  mat- 
ter of  labor  union  prosecution  for 
alleged  violation  of  the  anti-trust 
laws,  were  studied  closely  yesterday 
by  film  attorneys  here. 

While  Arnold's  letter  to  the  sec- 

<  Continued  on  Page  3) 


War  Brings  Better  Biz 

to  FPC  Circuit  Theaters 


Montreal  —  Business  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corp.  in  current 
quarter  to  date,  which  started  Sept. 
1  or  with  outbreak  of  the  war,  has 
shown  improvement  over  correspond- 
ing period   of   1938.     Increased    at- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Query  AFM  on  More  "Live" 
Music  in  Film  Industry 

American  Federation  of  Musician 
officials  were  asked  yesterday  what 
"contribution  towards  the  re-employ- 
ment" of  members  had  been  made  by 
the  picture  industry  at  a  meeting 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 12'/4     12         12V4  +     Vi 

Col.  Picts.vtc.  (2i/2% >    7i/g      7i/g      1yh  —     'A 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.   Ind.   pfd...     9%       9Vi       9Vi   +     Vi 

East.    Kodak    167       166       166       —     Vi 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 12y8     12y8     12%   +     Vi 

Loew's.    Inc 37        36Vi     36Vi     

do    pfd 

Paramount      8%       8%       8%  —     l/4 

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..    10  9%       9%  —     Vi 

Pathe    Film 105/8     10Vi     10%   +     % 

RKO     l'/i       IVi       IVi     

20th  Century-Fox   ...    13%     1 3 Vi     13'/2  —     i/4 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24         24         24         

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70         70        70         

Warner    Bros 4y4       4Vi       4%  —     Vi 

do    pfd 49        47         47       —  2 

NEW  YORK    BOND   MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3Vis46 .102%  102       102       +     % 

Para.    B'way  3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47    

RKO   6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  85%     85%     85%   +     % 
NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 1  %       1  %       1  %      

Technicolor     12%     12         12%—     % 

Trans-Lux     1%       1%       1%      

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3%       3%       3%   +     % 

Universal    Picts 9  9  9       4-     Vi 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film     7     pfd 100%  104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse.    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   66         68 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st   '57 62 Vi     64% 
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Exchange  Consolidation 

by  GN  Said  "Temporary" 

In  order  to  minimize  expenses  un- 
til the  refinancing  program  is  com- 
pleted, Grand  National  is  consolidat- 
ing several  of  its  exchanges  in  over- 
lapping territories.  Sol  Edwards, 
sales  head,  said  yesterday  that  the 
policy  would  be  temporary. 

Hereafter,  the  New  Haven  terri- 
tory will  be  served  out  of  Boston, 
Albany  out  of  Buffalo  and  Milwau- 
kee out  of  Chicago.  On  the  West 
Coast,  the  Seattle  and  Portland  ter- 
ritories will  be  handled  by  the  San 
Francisco  exchange,  and  the  Salt 
Lake  Citv  branch  will  be  consoli- 
dated  with   the   Denver   office. 

Meanwhile,  GN  has  obtained  two 
English-made  pictures  and  one 
American  western  for  immediate 
release. 


Chicago  Film  Industry 

Mourns  for  Morris  Katz 


Chicago — Largely  attended  by  film 
men  and  theater  execs.,  funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  here  yesterday  for 
Morris  Katz,  71,  pioneer  exhib.  and 
father  of  Sam  Katz,  who  died  at 
his  home  from  a  stroke.  Interment 
was    in    Waldheim    cemetery. 

Surviving  also  are  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Sonya  Katz;  a  son,  Dr.  Harry  Katz, 
and  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Esther 
Katzman  and  Mrs.   Lillie    Stern. 

Deceased  retired  from  B  &  K  sev- 
eral years  ago. 


Sears  Leaving  on  Tour 

of  WB  Southern  Offices 


Gradwell  L.  Sears,  Warners'  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  leaves  today  on 
a  trip  to  the  company's  branches  in 
the  Southern  territory  to  confer  with 
local  distribution  personnel.  Sears 
will  visit  the  Vitagraph  exchanges 
in  Atlanta,  New  Orleans  and  Dallas 
and  on  his  return  will  stop  over  in 
Memphis,  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati  and 
Cleveland. 


Rodgers  and  Metro  H.  O. 
Execs,  to  Chi.  for  Meet 


M-G-M's  home  office  executives 
leave  late  this  week  for  Chicago 
where  the  company's  midseason  sales 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Drake 
Hotel,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Going 
from  New  York  are  W.  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager,  Tom  Con- 
nors, Ed  Saunders,  Ed  Aaron,  How- 
ard Dietz,  M.  L.  Simon  and  J.  S. 
McCloud. 


Warners  Will  Re-issue 

Six  of  Wayne's  Westerns 

Warners  on  Friday  will  re-issue 
six  John  Wayne  Westerns,  it  was 
announced  yesterday.  Titles  are 
"The  Telegraph  Trail,"  "Somewhere 
in  Sonora,"  "The  Big  Stampede," 
"The  Man  From  Monterey,"  "Ride 
Him  Cowboy"  and  "Haunted  Gold." 


WB  to  Rescind  Admission 
Classification  in  So.  Calif. 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  That  Warner  Bros. 
has  agreed  to  rescind  its  original 
plan  of  putting  back  each  price  ad- 
mission classification  seven  days  be- 
hind that  outlined  in  the  NRA  zon- 
ing and  clearance  schedule  for  South- 
ern California,  was  the  report  made 
to  Independent  Theater  Owners 
Ass'n  of  Southern  California  and 
Arizona  by  the  organization's  con- 
ciliatory committee. 

Exhibitors  have  decided  not  to 
recognize  the  second  Thanksgiving 
holiday  or  to  play  any  matinees  on 
Nov.  30  inasmuch  as  schools  will  be 
open.  Exhibitors  will  also  lend  full 
co-operation  to  the  Community  Chest 
fund  drive. 


WB  Gives  $1,000  to  Fund 

Chicago  —  Warners  has  donated 
$1,000  to  the  Chicago  Community 
Fund. 


Columbia   Non-Committal 

on  Stage  Producing  Plan 

Columbia's  home  office  was  non- 
committal yesterday  regarding  the 
Hollywood  report  that  the  company 
has  joined  Warners  in  bolting  ranks 
of  Coast  producers  in  the  industry- 
Dramatists'  Guild  controversy,  and 
that  Columbia  plans  a  program  of 
legit  show  investment  along  the 
line  followed  by  Warners. 

Presence  in  New  York  of  D.  A. 
Doran,  former  story  editor  who  re- 
cently re-joined  Columbia,  is  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  scouting  story 
properties  with  an  eye  to  film  pro- 
duction, it  was  said. 


Catholic  Bishops  Rename 
Motion  Picture  Committee 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Bishops  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church  closed  their  annual  meet- 
ing here,  re-electing  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Committee.  Archbishop  Mc- 
Nicholas,  Cincinnati,  was  re-elected 
chairman.  Others  members  are  Arch- 
bishop Cantwell,  Los  Angeles;  Bishop 
Boyle,  Pittsburgh;  and  Bishop  Noll, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

A  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
present  motion  picture  situation  will 
be  released  later  this  week. 


Rural  N.  Y.  Exhibs.  Back 

War  on  Daylight  Saving 

Albany — Inauguration  of  a  new 
drive  against  daylight  saving  time 
by  farmers,  a  move  eagerly  backed 
by  rural  exhibs,  is  under  way  with 
effective    legislation   the    next   step. 

Resolutions  are  to  be  handled  by 
the  New  York  State  Farm  Bureau 
Federation.  Reintroduction  of  state- 
wide daylight  saving  time  option 
legislative  repeal  moves  are  due  to 
follow  on  the  heels  of  this  action. 


Great  States  Biz  Ahead 

Chicago  —  Jay  J.  Rubens,  Great 
State  circuit  general  manager,  says 
current  Fall  business  is  ahead  of 
1938.  Circuit  will  use  more  flesh  in 
some  keys. 


cominG  am  Gome 


AIMEE  TORRIANI,  author  and  playwright, 
is   in   town   from   the   Coast. 

DAVID  HANNA,  West  Coast  editor  of  Film 
Bulletin,  has  arrived  in  New  York  from  Holly- 
wood for  a  visit. 

EMERSON  YORKE,  shorts  and  industng  film 
producer,  is  scheduled  to  leave  New  Y^|  this 
week   for   New   England. 

D.  A.  DORAN,  Columbia's  story  editor,  arrived 
in    New   York   yesterday   from   Hollywood. 

HUGO  SONNENSCHEIN  of  Sonnenschein,  Berk- 
son  and  Lautman,  United  Artists  attorneys  in 
Chicago,    has    returned    from    New    York. 

PAUL  KRUMENACKER,  Vitagraph  manager  in 
Albany,  has  returned  from  Syracuse,  where  he 
conferred  with  E.  M.  Schnitzer.  district  man- 
ager. 

GRADWELL  L.  SEARS,  general  sales  manager 
for  Warners,  leaves  today  for  a  swing  through 
the  company's  Southern  territory,  returning  hee 
in   two  weeks. 

BRYAN  FOY,  Warner  producer,  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday  from  the  Coast  for  home  office 
conferences  and  a  look  at  the  new  plays. 

SAM  WOOD,  director,  is  here  for  a  vacation 
after  completing  "Raffles"  for  Samuel  Coldwyn. 

EDGAR  SELWYN  arrives  here  from  the  Coast 
within  the  next  two  weeks  for  a  vacation. 

BARNEY  BALABAN,  STANTON  GRIFFIS,  NEIL 
AGNEW  and  RUSSELL  HOLMAN  leave  for  Holly- 
wood Friday. 

BOB  SAVINI,  president  of  Astor  Pictures,  is  in 
Pittsburgh. 

BORIS  MORROS  arrived  here  from  the  Coast 
over  the  week-end. 

HARLAN  THOMPSON,  Paramount  producer,  has 
returned  to  the  studio  after  a  visit  in  the  Mid- 
West. 

FRANCHOT  TONE  is  due  here  this  week  from 
the  Coast. 

RICHARD  THORPE  is  scheduled  to  return  to 
the  Coast  today  after  a  short  stay  here. 

HENRY  KOSTER  plans  to  return  to  the  Coast 
tomorrow. 

MAURICE  "RED"  KANN,  editor  of  Box  Office, 
is  visiting  the  studios.  BEN  SHLYEN,  publisher. 
is  in  New  York. 

MELVYN  DOUGLAS  has  arrived  from  Hollywood 
for  a  two-week  visit. 

JOSEPH  McELHINNEY,  new  20th-Fox  brancn 
manager  in  Singapore,  is  en  route  to  his  post 
from    the   Coast. 

FRANK  OLSON,  Chicago  prexy  of  IATSE,  and 
his  wife  are  in  Mexico  City  on  a  vacation. 

HOWARD  BENEDICT,  producer,  is  due  here 
from  the  Coast  Dec.  4. 


Special  Session  Threat 

In  Wisconsin  Fades  Out 


Madison,  Wis.— With  the  State 
Supreme  Court  ordering  Secretary 
of  State  Fred  R.  Zimmerman  to 
publish  the  partly  vetoed  old  age 
pension  bill,  indications  were  that  a 
special  session  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture to  provide  tax  revenues  would 
be  unnecessary. 


THE  THEATRE 


"ATV  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»«»  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   dork 
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have  been  disclosed  of  banking 
houses  interested  in  the  Mayor's 
plan.  These  banking  houses  have 
told  Mayor  LaGuardia  that  they  are 
reoJy  to  put  up  between  50  and  70 
pt  ^  lent  of  necessary  financing  and 
would  require  producers  to  guaran- 
tee 30  per  cent  on  a  minimum  of 
three  pictures  to  be  produced,  it  was 
imported.  They  may  or  may  not 
require  studios  to  guarantee  20  per 
cent,  it  was  said.  The  banking 
houses  also  have  stated  that  they 
wish  a  power  of  veto  on  salaries 
and  would  require  a  maximum  top 
on  executive,  producer  and  stars  sal- 
aries, it  was  learned. 

The  Mayor  has  had  a  large  num- 
ber of  irresponsible  producers  flock- 
ing to  his  office  with  schemes  for 
production,  it  was  said,  and  this 
number  would  have  to  be  weeded  out. 
Another  meeting  with  the  union  com- 
mittee is  scheduled  for  the  latter 
part  of  this  week,  according  to 
Mavor  LaGuardia's  aides.  The 
Mayor  conferred  again  yesterday 
with  George  Jessel  and  with  a  num- 
ber of  banking  officials  whose  names 
were  not  disclosed. 


D  of  J  s  Stand  on  Unions 

Seen  of  Picture  Import 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

retary  of  the  Central  Labor  Union 
of  Indianapolis  was  without  direct 
reference  to  the  film  industry,  at- 
torneys felt  that  at  least  two  of  the 
five  types  of  union  abuses  attacked 
by  the  head  of  the  D  of  J  anti-trust 
division  were  of  trade  import. 

These  were:  "Unreasonable  re- 
straints designed  to  compel  the  hir- 
ing of  useless  and  unnecessary  la- 
bor" and  "Unreasonable  restraints 
designed  to  destroy  an  established 
and  legitimate  system  of  collective 
bargaining." 

Although  rejecting  labor's  claim 
to  immunity  from  prosecution  under 
the  trust  laws,  Arnold  said  the  sta- 
tutes would  not  be  used  as  an  in- 
strument to  police  strikes  or  ad- 
judicate labor  controversies  and 
added  the  right  of  collective  bar- 
gaining was  recognized  to  be  a  reas- 
onable exercise. 


Bernower  Dead  on  Coast 

Canton,  0. — John  (Gus)  Bernow- 
er, 79,  who  with  an  associate  built 
the  pioneer  Alhambra  pix  theater 
here,  died  at  his  home  in  Glendale, 
Cal. 


Wis.  Theater  Tilts 
B.O.,  Blaming  War 

De  Pere,  Wis. — Nicolet  and  De  Pere 
Theaters,  in  announcing  a  5-cent  admis- 
sion price  hike,  said  it  was  "necessitated 
by  increased  cost  of  film  rentals  to  make 
up  for  loss  of  revenue  in  Europe  to  the 
film  companies."  New  matinee  prices 
are  10  and  15c  and  evening  prices  10 
and    20c. 


4LCNG  THE 


with  t>HIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     IT  doesn't  seem  entirely  right  or  sporting! We  mean 

all  the  limelight  being  enjoyed  by  the  Rose  Bowl the  Sugar  Bowl 

the  Cotton  Bowl the  Sun  Bowl ......  the  Orange  Bowl 

and  the  proposed  Brain  Bowl. ....  .when  right  within  our  local   ranks 

so  little  prominence  is  given  to  the  spectacular  league  known  as 

the  RKO  Employes  Bowl After  all,  the  pigskin  parties  held  annu- 
ally in  Pasadena,  New  Orleans,  Dallas.  El  Paso  and  Miami have 

only  the  shallowest  of  tradition  behind  them compared  to  the  con- 
tests waged  hereabouts  by  the  tossers  of  strikes  and  spares on  the 

RKO  payroll Their  sport  harks  back   to   the   days   when   Bowling 

Green  was  an  arbor-flanked  "alley" instead  of  an  incidental  stop 

on    the    subway Too,    George    J.    Schaefer's    boys    o'er    at   Radio 

City can  all  but  see  on  a  clear  day  the  lowlands  which  rise 

to  the  Catskillian  heights  where  Rip  Van  Winkle crashed  the  gate 

of  one  of  the  most  renowned  bowling  matches  in  literary,  if  not  literal 
history 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ONLY   yesterday word   was   flashed   that   John 

Farmer executive  in  the  office  of  Prexy  Schaefer rolled 

into  a  tie  for  high  game  in  the  RKO  Bowling  League Mister 

Farmer  has  long  been  noted  for  a  good  right  arm .  .which  he 

now  uses  to  roll  the  apples  of  the  alley where  once  'pon  a 

time  it  was  given  to  tossing  that  smaller  sphere known  as 

the  horsehide in  the  role  of  first-sacker  for  the  Princeton 

Tiger Yep,  Mister  Farmer  rolled  255  to  tie  Warren  Angus 

for  the  bowling  league's  top  game The  Wildcats,  composed 

of  Gavin,  Sniderman,   Havens,  Falz  and   Sevy are   leading 

the  league  comprising  eight  teams  of  RKO  Theater  and  RKO 
Radio  Pictures  employes 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     ALMOST  on  the  eve  of  dual  Thanksgiving  Days up 

leaps  Prof.  Lynn  Farnol.  D.  P (the  degree  being  "Doctor  of  Promo- 
tion" ......  for  UA) ......  to  tell  the  trade  that  "Christmas  Comes  Five 

Times  This  Year"...... a  message  which  is  imparted  upon   the  cover 

of  a  "picture  album" ......  containing  photos  of  a  quintette  of  forthcom- 
ing UA  attractions. ....  ."Raffles."  "Rebecca,"  "Of  Mice  and  Men,"  "The 

Thief   of  Bagdad"   and   "Send   Another   Coffin" . . the   latter.   Walter 

Wanger's  next  pix,  has  reverted  (we  were  informed  yesterday)  to  that 

title.. after  having  borne  baptismal  labels  of  "City  For  Sale"   and 

"Ladies   Know   Too   Much" The   album   photos    are   magnificent 

messengers  for  all  five  pix  to  come or  rather  to  go  to  exhibs.  'round 

Christmas i.e.  to  the  lucky  exhibs.  who  have  Santa  Clauses  in  their 

contracts 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  *      *     HERMAN  Rosenfeld who  was  formerly  manag- 
ing director  of  National  Film  in  Germany ..... .handling  U.   S. 

product  (ante-bellum) . . is  in  New  York  handling  a  new  gas- 
saving  compound  for  autos .  .from  his  headquarters  in  55  West 

42nd  St known  as  the  Miracle   Gasoline  Saving   Co 

Sounds    like    a   possible    panacea   for   foreign   propaganda .. 

but  that's  too  much  to  hope  for.  .  .     #  Film  Row's  social  arbiter 

and  managing  director  of  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 

W.  G.  Van  Schmus has  "piped"  select  telegraphic  notes 

summoning  filmland's  smarties  who  go  to  parties to  be  on 

hand  this  p.m.  from  five  to  seven  o'clock to  meet  Jane  Bryan, 

youthful  pix  star  of  Warners'  "We  Are  Not  Alone".  .  .  •  Those 
50  folk  who  were  lucky  enough  to  receive  "invites"  to  the  "Mys- 
tery Party". ....  .given  on  Friday  night  by  Ralph  Budd War- 
ner's personnel  chief in  Wycoff,  N.  J.  (of  which  town  Ralph 

was  once  the  Mayor) are  still  talking  about  the  festivities 

..... .staged  in  "The  Original  Barn"  in  the  township to  the 

tune  of  chills,  thrills,  steak  and  lobster. 


PROTECTIVE  PLAN  MAY 
FIGHT  AIR  GIVEAWAY 


(Continued  from  Page  I) 

tention,  and  he's  giving  it  a  test 
against  the  average  of  9  Tuesdays 
in  a  row,  he  plans  to  interest  the 
circuits — Loew's,  Para,  and  RKO — 
in  an  insurance  and  mutual  protec- 
tive plan. 

Roughly,  it  will  be  an  assessment 
of  each  house  for  $1  each  week,  a 
matter  of  $2,000  raised  weekly.  This 
forms  the  war  chest  pot,  and  allows 
every  participating  theater  to  ad- 
vertise any  radio  giveaway  can  be 
matched,  and  even  beaten,  if  people 
come  to  the  theater  instead.  Only 
one  theater  can  lose  the  pot,  and 
he  can  buy  $2,000  worth  of  protec- 
tion for  a  buck. 

"I  came  by  this  plan  after  I  saw 
radio  get  the  Sunday  and  Thursday 
nights  that  used  to  belong  to  pic- 
tures," said  Livingston.  "The  pro- 
ducers keep  yelping  for  extra  play- 
ing time,  then  turn  around  and  al- 
low the  stars,  of  the  very  same 
pictures  they  ask  extra  time  for, 
to  appear  on  radio  free.  If  the 
exhib.  is  to  win  anything  in  the  bat- 
tle, it'll  have  to  be  through  his  own 
efforts,  which  is  my  reason  for 
initiating  this  scramble  for  business 
and  backing  it  with  my  own  money." 

Livingston's  test  of  the  next  few 
weeks,  will  be  matched  against  busi- 
ness during  the  Pot  of  Gold  pro- 
gram, but  prior  to  his  first  offer. 
His  Capitol  business  was  some  bet- 
ter the  initial  night  of  the  offer. 


Definite  Upswing  in  Biz 

Indicated,  Says  Wobber 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  this  season's  product  running 
level  with   1938  figures. 

Wobber  was  enthusiastic  about 
new  product  which  the  company  will 
release  shortly,  expressing  particu- 
lar enthusiasm  about  Shirley  Tem- 
ple's  "Blue  Bird." 

He  made  his  sales  trip  accom- 
panied by  M.  A.  Levy,  Kent  Drive 
leader,  this  year,  with  the  drive  now 
in  its  closing  stages. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Betty  Jane  Balsly,  daughter  of 
Lee  D.  Balsly,  former  20th-Fox  ad. 
sales  manager  who  is  now  associated 
with  the  Allison  circuit,  was  mar- 
ried Armistice  Day  to  Ted  Chapin. 
Marriage  took  place  in  Hollywood 
and  the  couple  will  make  their  home 
there. 

Jack  Ellis,  of  RKO  and  prexy  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Associates,  was 
married  Sunday  in  White  Plains  to 
Miss  Evelyn  Bassett.  The  couple 
will  honeymoon  in  Florida  next 
month. 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Mike  Roth,  Omaha 
manager  of  the  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, will  marry  Sally  Silverman  of 
New  York  City  in  Omaha  tomorrow. 
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JOHN  B.  EAMES 

President, 

Interstate  Amusement 

Co.,  Inc., 

Littleton,  N.  H. 


Helps  Exhibitor 
Move  Equipment 
to  New  Location 

LITTLETON,  N.  H.— "When  we  decided 
to  move  our  theatre  operations  in  Cole- 
brook,  N.  H.  from  the  former  location 
at  the  Halcyon  Theatre  to  the  new  Jax 
Theatre,  we  only  gave  ourselves  from 
Tuesday  afternoon  to  Thursday  after- 
noon. 

"When  you  consider  the  headaches 
involved  in  moving  all  the  complicated 
machinery  a  theatre  contains  in  so  short 
a  time,  and  that  we  announced  our 
opening  at  the  Jax  for  the  Thursday 
matinee  at  2  P.M.,  you  can  realize  how 
worried  I  was. 

"Not  only  did  the  Altec  inspector, 
Jennings,  do  a  fine  job  of  supervising, 
but  he  rolled  up  his  shirt  sleeves  and 
helped  our  men  in  every  way  through- 
out the  entire  change  over.  When  he 
saw  how  worried  I  was  about  opening 
on  time,  he  quietly  assured  me  we 
would  be  ready  with  both  perfect  sound 
and  projection.  ' 

"As  Jennings  promised,  we  opened  in 
perfect  shape  at  the  time  we  announced!' 


Throughout  the  country,  Altec  inspectors 
have  won  the  respect  and  friendship  of 
exhibitors,  managers  and  projectionists 
because  of  their  willing  cooperation  in 
matters  "over  and  above  the  contract." 
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250  West  5^th  Street,  New  York  City 

THE  SERVICE  ORGANIZATION 
OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 


B.O.  UP  IN  6  CANADIAN  REVIEWS  Of  fl  €  UJ   FILfllS 

PROVINCES,  OFF  IN  2 


'Geronimo' 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Quebec,  2.2  per  cent  and  British 
Columbia  0.8  per  cent.  On  the  other 
hand  receipts  in  Saskatchewan  de- 
clined 2.4  per  cent  and  in  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  they  dropped  1.2  per 
cent. 

Where  provincial  totals  were  above 
1937  this  was  due  mainly  to  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  theaters 
and  patrons  in  rural  districts.  The- 
aters in  Toronto,  Ottawa,  Saint 
John,  Hamilton  and  London,  Ont., 
increased  their  receipts  while  there 
was  a  falling-  off  in  Montreal,  Que- 
bec, Halifax,  Windsor,  Winnipeg,  Re- 
gina,  Saskatoon,  Moose  Jaw,  Cal- 
gary and  Vancouver. 

The  highest  average  price  of  ad- 
missions was  recorded  by  Prince 
Edward  Island  with  27.5  cents.  Next 
came  Alberta,  25.6  cents;  Ontario 
25.5  cents;  Saskatchewan,  24.7 
cents;  Quebec  23.3  cents;  Nova  Sco- 
tia, 23.3  cents;  British  Columbia, 
23.1  cents;  Manitoba,  22.7  cents  and 
New  Brunswick,  22.4  cents. 

A  survey  of  proprietors  and  firm 
members  actively  engaged  in  Canad- 
ian theaters,  in  addition  to  the  reg- 
ular paid  employes,  shows  that  251 
male  and  36  female  proprietors 
draw  regular  salaries  amounting  to 
over  $392,000,  while  556  male  and 
213  female  proprietors  and  members 
of  proprietors'  families  are  employed 
without  stated  pay,  their  compen- 
sation consisting  of  the  profits  of 
the  enterprise  only. 

Active  proprietors  and  working 
members  of  their  families  were  re- 
ported almost  exclusively  from  in- 
dependent or  two  and  three  unit 
firms.  Ontario  reported  275,  Sas- 
katchewan 193,  Quebec  152,  Alberta 
135,  Manitoba  110,  British  Colum- 
bia 101,  Nova  Scotia  52,  New 
Brunswick  32  and  Prince  Edward 
Island  6. 


Fire  Chief  Finds  His  Own 
Theater  Building  Burning 

Gloucester,  O. — When  Fire  Chief 
John  Crawford  answered  an  alarm, 
he  did  not  know  until  he  arrived  at 
the  scene  that  his  own  structure, 
the  Crawford  Theater,  was  burn- 
ing. Fire  fighters  battled  24  hours 
to  control  the  fire,  which  destroyed 
the  building  with  a  loss  placed  at 
$50,000.  House  was  operated  by 
L.  A.  Martin. 


Cincinnati — The  Ward  theater,  op- 
erated by  The  Black  Diamond  The- 
ater Co.,  Gene  Hensley  and  Arch 
Clemons,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
company  also  operates  a  number  of 
theaters  in  W.  Va. 


Standard  Retains  Van  Leer 

Standard  Pictures  Distributing 
Co.,  Inc.,  has  appointed  Arnold  Van 
Leer  Associates  of  521  Fifth  Ave., 
as  their  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation  representatives.  Harry 
Segal,  General  Sales  Manager  of 
Standard,  set  the  deal. 


with  Preston  Foster,  Ellen  Drew, 

Andy   Devine 

Paramount  89  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 
STIRRING  PICTURE  OF  APACHE  WAR 
CARRIES    SUSPENSE    AND    INTEREST    TO 
THE  END. 

Here  is  a  stirring  picture  of  the  days 
when  Geronimo,  an  Indian  Chief,  was  on 
the  warpath  and  the  government  waged  a 
campaign  against  the  Apache  warrior  and 
his  redskins  who  terrorized  the  Southwest. 
It  was  after  the  whites  had  massacred  his 
family  that  Geronimo  dedicated  his  life  to 
warfare  with  the  paleface.  Director,  Paul 
Sloane,  who  also  wrote  the  screenplay,  cre- 
ated much  suspense  and  the  picture  holds 
interest  to  the  end.  Fine  performances  are 
turned  in  by  Ralph  Morgan,  as  the  General, 
who  is  sent  to  Camp  Grant,  Arizona,  to  cope 
with  the  Indian  chieftain;  William  Henry,  as 
his  son,  a  young  West  Point  graduate  who 
has  not  seen  his  father  since  childhood. 
Andy  Devine  as  the  Indian  scout;  Preston 
Foster  as  the  Captain;  Gene  Lock  hart,  as  a 
civilian,  who  incites  the  Indians  against  the 
whites,  and  Chief  Thundercloud  as  Gero- 
nimo. Ellen  Drew  who  plays  the  love  inter- 
est opposite  Henry,  Marjorie  Gateson,  as 
Morgan's  estranged  wife,  and  Kitty  Kelly 
have  little  to  do.  Joseph  Crehan  is  con- 
vincing as  President  Grant.  Morgan,  a  strict 
disciplinarian,  insists  on  having  only  seasoned 
frontier  campaigners  to  cope  with  the  In- 
dians, and  shows  no  affection  for  his  son 
who  has  joined  his  company.  Morgan's  atti- 
tude makes  Henry  rebel  against  the  army 
life  and  he  submits  his  resignation  which 
Morgan  takes  under  advisement.  The  stage- 
coach carrying  Ellen  Drew  and  Marjorie 
Gateson,  who  plan  to  join  Henry  and  go  to 
California  with  him,  is  attacked,  Marjorie 
is  slain  and  Ellen  wounded.  Infuriated, 
Henry  goes  in  search  of  Geronimo.  He  and 
Foster  are  captured  by  the  Indians.  He 
escapes  but  Foster  is  slain.  The  Indians 
attack  Morgan  and  his  small  band  of  men 
and  Morgan  is  badly  wounded.  Disguised  in 
an  army  uniform,  Geronimo  is  ready  to  at- 
tack Morgan  when  he  is  pounced  upon  by 
Henry  and  Devine.  The  dying  Morgan  is 
happily  convinced  that  his  son  is  a  worthy 
soldier.  Cameraman  Henry  Sharp  has  got- 
ten unusual  fine  results  with  the  fine  grain 
film  developed  by  Paramount  engineers  and 
made  by  duPont  according  to  their  specifi- 
cations. 

CAST:  Preston  Foster,  Ellen  Drew,  Andy 
Devine,  Gene  Lockhart,  William  Henry, 
Ralph  Morgan,  Marjorie  Gateson,  Kitty 
Kelly,  Chief  Thundercloud,  Pierre  Watkin, 
Addison  Richards,  Monte  Blue,  Joseph  Cre- 
han, Hank  Bell  and  Frank  Cordell. 

CREDITS:  Directors,  Paul  H.  Sloane; 
Screenplay,  same;  Cameraman,  Henry 
Sharp;  Special  Effects,  Farciot  Edouart;  Art 
Directors,  Hans  Dreier  and  Earl  Hedrick; 
Editor,  John  Link;  Sound,  Harry  Lindgren 
and  Don  Johnson;  Music,  Gerard  Carbon ara 
and  John  Leipold. 

DIRECTION,  Suspenseful.  PHOTOG- 
RAPHY, Very  Good. 

Brown's  Father  Dead 

Portland,  Ore. — Bishop  Wallace  E. 
Brown,  71,  father  of  G.  Carlton 
"Carky"  Brown,  Hollywood  film 
writer,  is  dead  here. 


"Tower  of  London" 

with  Basil  Rathbone,  Boris  Karloff. 

Barbara  O  Neil,  Ian  Hunter 

Universal  92  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 
OUTSTANDING    HISTORICAL    DRAMA 
BRILLIANTLY  PLAYED  SHOULD  CLi'K 


% 


With  his  vivid  picturization  of  tTc  15th 
Century,  when  cunning,  heartless  "Crook- 
back"  Richard  III,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  sought 
to  sweep  away  all  human  obstacles  in  his 
path  for  the  throne  of  England,  producer- 
director,  Rowland  V.  Lee  has  delivered  one 
of  the  best  historical  pictures  yet  screened. 
He  has  gained  brilliant  characterizations 
from  his  cast,  and  interest  is  held  to  the 
end.  Topping  the  list  of  performances  is 
that  of  Basil  Rathbone  as  Richard  III,  while 
Boris  Karloff  is  his  loyal,  clubfooted  execu- 
tioner. Ian  Hunter  has  never  been  better  than 
as  King  Edward  IV,  while  Barbara  0  Neil  is 
decorative  and  capable  as  his  wife,  Queen 
Elizabeth.  Vincent  Price  does  fine  work, 
especially  in  his  drunken  bout  with  Richard, 
which  ends  with  his  death  by  drowning  in 
a  barrel  of  wine.  Nan  Grey,  Ernest  Cossart, 
John  Sutton,  Leo  G.  Carroll,  Miles  Mander, 
Robert  Sinclair,  Ralph  Forbes,  John  Herbert- 
Bond,  Frances  Robinson,  John  Rodion,  Lionel 
Belmont,  Rose  Hobart,  G.  P.  Huntley,  Walter 
Tetley  and  Donnie  Dunagan  are  among  the 
pirncipals  in  the  large  cast.  Robert  N.  Lee, 
who  did  much  research  work,  supplied  a 
gripping  screenplay,  showing  the  court  in- 
trigues and  rivalry  of  the  14  years  from 
1471  to  1485.  Jack  Otterson's  sets  are  eye- 
filling  and  impressive.  Richard  IV  in  suc- 
cession to  the  throne,  is  determined  to 
make  a  short  cut  to  the  crown.  He  has 
John  Wyatt  (John  Sutton),  who  is  in  love 
with  Lady  Alice  Barton  (Nan  Grey),  ban- 
ished to  France,  and  King  Henry  VI  (Miles 
Mander),  a  weakling,  slain  by  Mord  (Boris 
Karloff).  With  the  aid  of  Mord  he  puts  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  (Vincent  Price)  to  death. 
On  this  deathbed,  King  Edward  IV  orders 
Wyatt  returned  to  England  and  names  Rich- 
ard for  the  protector  for  the  boy  King 
Edward  (Ronald  Sinclair)  and  his  brother. 
With  the  death  of  King  Edward  IV,  Richard 
loses  little  time  in  having  Mord  slay  the 
young  ruler  and  his  brother.  Henry  Tudor 
(Ralph  Forbes)  returns  to  battle  with  Rich- 
ard and  in  the  fighting  both  Richard  and 
Mord  meet  their  death. 

CAST:  Basil  Rathbone,  Boris  Karloff,  Bar- 
bara O  Neil,  Ian  Hunter,  Vincent  Price,  Nan 
Grey,  Ernest  Cossart,  John  Sutton,  Leo  G. 
Carroll,  Miles  Mander,  Lionel  Belmont,  Rose 
Hobart,  Ronald  Sinclair,  John  Herbert-Bond, 
Ralph  Forbes,  Frances  Robinson,  G.  P.  Hunt- 
ley, John  Rodion,  Walter  Tetley,  Donnie 
Dunagan. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Rowland  V.  Lee; 
Director,  same;  Author,  Robert  N.  Lee; 
Screenplay,  same;  Cameraman,  George  Rob- 
inson; Art  Director,  Jack  Otterson;  Asso- 
ciate, Richard  H.  Riedel;  Editor,  Ed  Curtiss; 
Musical  Director,  Charles  Previn;  Orchestra- 
tions, Frank  Skinner;  Sound,  Bernard  B. 
Brown,  William  Hedgcock. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Tops. 

F.  W.  Rodgers  Dead 

Corning,  Calif. — F.  W.  Rodgers, 
76,  manager  and  owner  of  the  Rodg- 
ers Theater  here,  died  after  a  short 
illness. 


MR.  SMITH  MAKES 
IT  OFFICIAL! 


(from  nationwide  King  Features  Syndicate) 


ferkey  carving  technique  h  so  import  ant  that  M.  G.  M.  Ira* 
jH-odoeed  a  short  about  It,  "Lets  To4b  Tsrkoy",  fvafrurino. 
fete  Smith,  who  soy*.  'M«l  I  jmt  tear  *«m  limb  from  limb*. 


FREE  PUBLICITY  MATS  at  M-G-M 
Branch!  Above  is  typical  of  current 
nationwide  newspaper  publicity. 
Human,  amusing  press  tie-ups 
that  bring  the  folks  to  the  theatre. 
Easy  to  plant! 


t££rv  ' 


Smith's  way  may  be  effective,  bat  here's  the  right  way.  First 
remove  leg  and  wing,  turn  bird  en  its  side,  shift  the  koffe  to 
*»*  br*ost,  a*d  tke>  carve  in  borixonta!  motion  towards  yoa. 


// 


No  matter  when  you  play  it,  it's 
THANKSGIVING  at  the  box-office! 

PETE  SMITH'S  HILARIOUS  M-G-M  SHORT— 

LET'S  TALK  TURKEY 


(Gravy  for  any 
week  in  the 
year!) 
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IMMEDIATE  STUDIO 
STRIKE  IS  AVERTED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

troversy  would  be  settled  satisfactor- 
ily to  both  sides. 

Following  the  meeting  between 
labor  leaders  and  producers'  repre- 
sentatives a  brief  statement  was 
issued  to  the  effect  that  "some  pro- 
gress" had  been  made  at  the  ses- 
sion, but  Schenck  said  he  could  not 
enlarge  upon  that  statement. 

Attending  the  session  were  Wil- 
liam Bioff,  chairman  of  the  Confer- 
ence of  AFL  studio  unions,  J.  W. 
Buzzell,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Central  Labor  Council, 
Walter  Redmond,  international  rep- 
resentative of  the  plasterers'  union, 
Lewis,  Schenck,  E.  J.  Mannix,  Y. 
Frank  Freeman,  M.  B.  Silverberg 
and  Walter  Wanger. 

It  was  learned  that  the  produc- 
ers' representative  pointed  out  that 
Schenck  had  been  out  of  town  and 
was  not  familiar  with  the  background 
of  the  latest  wage  controversy  and 
desired  more  time  to  study  the  situa- 
tion. Labor  representatives  agree 
that  the  request  was  a  reasonable 
one. 

Producers  and  labor  representa- 
tives will  hold  another  meeting  on 
Friday. 


Query  AFM  on  More  "Live" 
Music  in  Film  Industry 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

between  union  and  Independent  Ra- 
dio Network  Affiliates'  officials.  The 
radio  trade  association,  in  objecting 
to  demands  of  the  union  and  offering 
counter-proposals,  reminded  union 
officials  that  in  1937  they  declared 
that  they  would  "see  to  it"  that  un- 
employed members  would  be  en- 
gaged by  the  film  industry. 

In  a  pointed  statement,  radio  offi- 
cials declared:  "Many  of  our  affili- 
ates now  ask  us  what  has  been  done 
by  you  in  this  direction."  Radio 
group  then  declared  that  it  is  not  at 
all  our  intention  to  say  to  you  what, 
if  anything,  you  should  do  with  re- 
gard to  other  industries.  We  feel, 
however,  that  we  cannot  continue  to 
receive  from  you  demands  for  in- 
creasing of  employment  of  live 
musicians  if  you  are  singling  us  out 
because  of  our  already  demonstrated 
public  spirit  and  willingness  to  make 
sacrifices  for  the  good  of  American 
industry." 

5  Weeks  for  "Mr  Smith" 

Cincinnati — "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington,"  enters  upon  its  fifth 
week  down  town. 


Ohio  Censors  ©lew  if 
Film  After  8  Mos. 

Cleveland — "Child  Marriage  in  Poly- 
gamy," a  Continental  Picture  released 
territorially  by  George  Kendis  and  John 
Himmelein,  finally  has  been  passed  by 
the  Ohio  Censor  Board,  which  held  the 
picture  eight  months  before  giving  it  an 
okay. 


Canadian  Film  Exchange  Revenue  Shows 

7.8%  Gain  to  $10,218,700  For  Last  Year 

Montreal — Total  revenue  of  Canada's  film  exchanges  during  1938  increased  7.8  per 
cent  to  $10,218,700,  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  reports.  In  the  same  period, 
motion  picture  theater  receipts  increased  3.5  per  cent  on  the  average  throughout  Can- 
ada. The  number  of  film  exchange  offices  was  unchanged  at  62,  and  during  1938  they 
employed   385   males   and   263   females,    who   were    paid   a    total    of   $1,081,900. 


POMMER,  LAU6HT0N 
SIGN  RKO  CONTRACTS* 


National  Poster  Association 
Closes  Deal  with  Warners 


(Contained  from  Page  1) 

of  which  has  already  been  approved, 
— between  the  poster  exchanges 
which  are  members  of  the  respective 
bodies  are  said  to  be  in  preparation 
and  planned  for  mailing  in  a  few 
days. 

The  law  firm  of  Rosenblatt  & 
Jaffe,  through  William  Jaffe,  repre- 
sented the  National  Poster  Associa- 
tion, and  also  present  at  the  pact's 
signing  were  Simon  Libros,  presi- 
dent of  both  Republic  and  Asso- 
ciated; George  Aarons,  general 
counsel;  Irving  F.  Cohen,  counsel 
for  the  New  York  members  of  Re- 
public; and  Manager  Wilson,  of  both 
the  poster  companies'  plants. 

Carl  Leserman  signed  for  War- 
ners, and  also  representing  the  film 
company  in  the  negotiations  were 
A.  W.  Schwalberg  and  Harold  Ber- 
kowitz. 


Five  Coast  Studios  Send 

One  Each  Before  Cameras 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

with  Robert  Ryan  and  Jean  Cagney. 

At  Warners:  "We  Shall  Meet 
Again"  with  Merle  Oberon,  George 
Brent.  Pat  O'Brien  and  Binnie 
Barnes. 

At  Republic:  "Dark  Command" 
starring  John  Wayne  with  George 
"Gabby"   Hayes. 

At  Monogram:  "Front  Page 
Lady." 


War  Brings  Better  Biz 

to  FPC  Circuit  Theaters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tendance  has  been  general.  Opera- 
ions  for  current  fiscal  year  to  date 
ire  officially  said  to  compare  very 
"avorably  with  similar  months  of 
1.938,  that  year  being  the  best  si-nr>e 
the  peak  years  of  1929  and  1930. 
Earnings  in  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Dec.  31,  1938,  were  equal  to  $2.32  a 
common  share. 


Balaban  and  Para.  Execs. 

Off  for  Coast  on  Friday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

man,  eastern  production  representa- 
tive. 

A  routine  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  is  slated  to  be  held  tomor- 
row. 


Lust  House  Starts  Today 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Sidney  Lust,  indie 
circuit  operator,  will  open  his  new 
Hyattsville  Theater  today.  The 
house,  designed  by  John  Eberson,  is 
being  erected  by  the  Globe  Amuse- 
ment Corp. 


Louisville  Committee  Will 
Fight  Ky.  Amusement  Levy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  highest  of  its  kind  in  the  United 
States  and  blamed  it  for  the  city's 
failure  to  attract  entertainers. 

The  tax,  which  was  described  as 
"confiscatory,"  ranges  from  1  cent 
on  admissions  from  11  to  18  cents 
up  to  43  cents  on  an  admission  price 
of  $3. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  19  shows 
booked  for  the  Memorial  Auditor- 
ium, center  of  cultural  entertain- 
ment in  the  city,  had  cancelled  their 
engagements. 

The  committee,  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  was  authorized  to  carry  the 
fight  to  the  State  Legislature. 


C.  K.  Nicodemus  Dead 

Columbus,  O. — Charles  K.  Nico- 
demus, 64,  stagehand  at  the  Hart- 
man  Theater  since  it  was  built,  died 
of  a  heart  ailment.  His  wife  and 
two  sons  survive. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  directed  by  Leo  McCarey  and^ 
will  go  before  the  cameras  in  Janu- 
ary. McCarey  last  directed  Laugh- 
ton  in  "Ruggles  of  Red  Gfl  <•'  in 
1935.  Laughton  has  just  coiw  eted 
the  title  role  in  RKO's  "The  Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame." 

Pommer's  first  assignment  as  an 
RKO  producer  will  be  a  picture 
starring  Maureen  O'Hara  and  will 
get  under  way  when  the  19-year-old 
actress  completes  her  part  in  "A 
Bill    of    Divorcement." 
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Film  Transportation 

Recommendations 


Near 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vealed  by  Heman  H.  Allen  of  the 
Safety  Section. 

The  recommendations  will  apply 
to  contract  and  common  carrier  op- 
erations in  inter-state  and  foreign 
commerce. 

A  report  on  private  carriers  will 
be  submitted  on  a  later  date. 

Recommendations  will  be  confi- 
dential until  announced  by  full  Com- 
mission. 


"Friends,  tonight,  you  have  shown  me  how 
mean  and  ornery  I've  been,  and  I'm  ashamed 
of  myself. " 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS 

WEAVER  BROTHERS  and  ELVIRY 

ROY  ROGERS  •  MARIS  WRIXON 

A    Republic    Picture 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Mexico  Slashes  Tariff  on  Imports  of  Argentine  Films 

HEAR  UJUILMS  ACT  INTUlL  STANDS  JTMARCH 

Premiums,  Giveaways  Acute  Industry  Problem  in  Ont. 


Circuits  Now  Using  Premiums 

With  Other  Biz  Stimulants 

in  Demand 

Toronto  —  Use  of  premiums 
and  giveaways,  rapidly  spreading 
through  the  province,  is  becoming 
an   acute   industry  problem. 

Not  only  indie  houses,  but  circuit 
theaters  are  employing  dinner-ware, 
ovenware  and  silverware  as  prem- 
iums, while  other  exhibs.  are  using 
Foto  Night,  Treasure  of  Gold  and 
Cash  Quiz  as  biz  stimulants.  Fam- 
ous Players  Canadian  and  Associated 
are  in  the  Foto-Night  column. 

In  some  situations,  the  premium 
has  eclipsed  the  film  bill,  being  fea- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


TO  RESUME  CANADIAN 
CLEARANCE  PARLEYS 


Toronto  —  Efforts  to  reach  an 
agreement  on  a  clearance  and  prior- 
ity plan  for  Canadian  exhibitors 
will  be  resumed  this  week  when  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Anti-Protection 
League  and  major  distributors  are 
scheduled  to  meet.  Exchange  man- 
agers have  been  conferring  among 
themselves  and  with  their  New  York 
home  offices  by  mail  in  order  to  hit 
on  some  plan  that  would  be  accepted 
mutually. 

There  is  also  the  expectation  that 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

RKO  Holiday  Period  Policy 
Calls  for  Three  Closings 

RKO  circuit  is  closing  three  the- 
aters and  dropping  vaudeville  from 
two  others  under  a  holiday  period 
policy,  according  to  J.  J.  O'Connor, 
head  of  operations. 

The  Grand  Theater,  Columbus,  O., 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


It's  Thanksgiving 

In  observance  of  Thanksgiving  Day, 
Federal  and  State  holiday,  THE  FILM 
DAILY  will  not  be  published  tomorrow. 


Ontario  IT  A  Pressing  Drive  to  Organize 

Canadian  Indies  Into  National  Association 

Toronto — Drive  to  organize  a  national  indie  exhib.  association  is  under  way  here 
under  leadership  of  Harry  Alexander,  ITA  of  Ontario  prexy.  Plan  calls  for  enrollment 
of  associate  members  in  the  ITA  at  $5  per  head.  National  body,  according  to  Alexander, 
will  have  two  purposes:  "To  protect  indies'  investments  and  to  mass  their  strength 
for  the  purpose  of  lifting  the  indie  theater  business  here  out  of  the  rut." 


October  Admissions  Tax  Collections 
Below  September,  But  Ahead  of  1938 


Washington   Bureau,   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington—While  October,  1939, 
admissions  tax  collections  fell  be- 
hind the  September  figure  of  $1,- 
852,256.14,  the  total  of  $1,727,931.46 
was  substantially  ahead  of  the  Oc- 
tober, 1938,  aggregate  of  $1,596,- 
367,  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  re- 
ported  yesterday. 

Broadway  October  figures  show  a 
slight  drop  compared  to  same  month 


of  last  year  and  a  substantial  de- 
crease compared  to  September,  1939, 
figures.  Collection  for  Broadway 
area  for  October,  1939,  was  reported 
at  $277,255.98  compared  to  $285,- 
505.97  for  same  month  of  1938,  a 
drop  of  $8,249.99.  October  collec- 
tion is  $267,836.46  less  than  the 
$545,092.44  collection  for  Septem- 
ber, 1939. 


Odeon  to  Operate  Seven  Para.  Houses  Under  Deal 


London  (By  Cable) — Seven  Para- 
mount theaters  here  are  expected  to 
pass  to  Odeon  operation  today  when 
it  is  understood  that  contracts  are 
to  be  signed.  Deal  was  set  for  clos- 
ing at  about  the  time  the  war  broke 
out  but  was  deferred. 


Odeon's  operation  of  seven  Para- 


mount theaters  in  London  rests  en- 
tirely with  the  British  circuit,  it  was 
said  at  the  Paramount  home  office 
yesterday.  The  theaters  will  remain 
Paramount  properties  but  will  be 
operated  by  Odeon.  It  was  said  that 
Paramount  had  agreed  to  the  deal 
and  that  it  was  up  to  Odeon  to  ex- 
ercise it. 


Mexico  Cuts  Tariff  on  Argentine  Pix 
to  Less  Than  Half  That  Paid  by  U.  S. 


Syracuse  Unit  of  Allied 

Will  Oppose  Neely's  Bill 

Syracuse — Local  New  York  Allied 
unit  yesterday  went  on  record  op- 
posing the  Neely  Bill,  voting  to  make 
every  effort  to  defeat  it  at  a  meet- 
ing that  was  well  attended.  Rap 
Merriman  presided,  with  Ed  Sou- 
hami,  counsel,  attending. 


By  MARCO-AUREJJO  GALINDO 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Mexico,  D.  F. — Distributors  of  Ar- 
gentine films,  in  their  present  drive 
to  capture  part  of  the  Mexican  mar- 
ket at  the  expense  of  American  com- 
panies, have  won  a  sizeable  tariff 
concession  from  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment. 

As  a  resullt  of  negotiations  just 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Stanley's    Statement    Due 

Today;  Quotas  Largely 

Met  by  U.  S.  Firms 

On  the  eve  of  a  full  statement  on 
the  British  quota  situation,  which 
Oliver  Stanley,  head  of  the  British 
Board  of  Trade,  will  make  today, 
it  was  learned  that  practically  every 
American  film  company  has  ful- 
filled its  quota  requirements  until 
next  March.  The  renters'  year  un- 
der the  Films  Act  expires  on  Mar.  31. 

Stanley  advised  the  Films  Council, 
of  which  Sir  Frederich  Whyte  is 
chairman,  in  London  yesterday  that 
he  would  make  his  quota  report 
today.  The  Film  Daily  learned  by 
cable  that  it  was  understood  in  Lon- 
don that  the  gist  of  Stanley's  state- 
ment would  indicate  that  the  Films 
Act  in  its   entirety  would   continue 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

SUES  cenuTrcuit, 

MAJORS  AND  2  INDIES 


Anti-trust  suit  for  $75,000  triple 
damages  was  filed  yesterday  in  Fed- 
eral Court  by  Mobeel  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  operator  of  the  Glenwood  The- 
ater, Brooklyn,  against  the  Century 
Circuit,  Inc.,  the  eight  majors,  Mono- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

9-Theater,  6-City  Debut 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  make 
its  debut  in  nine  theaters  in  six 
cities,  following  its  world  premiere 
in  Atlanta  on  Dec.  15,  M-G-M  an- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Sweet  Charity 

Atlanta  —  World  premiere  of  S-I's 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  at  Loew's  Grand 
here  on  Dec.  15  will  be  a  benefit  for 
the  Atlanta  Community  Fund.  Straight 
$10  admission  will  prevail  for  the  2.051- 
seat  house.  GWTW  Ball  at  the  5,100- 
se'at  City  Auditorium  on  the  eve  of  the 
premiere  also  will  be  for  sweet  charity 
under  Junior  League  sponsorship. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 
Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2'/2%> 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind \y4       1 1/8       ]y4     

Con.   Fm.   Ind.   pd 

East.    Kodak    166%  166       166         ..... 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 12%     12%     123,4—"% 

Loew's,    Inc 36y4     36         36      —     '/2 

do    pfd 

Paramount    &s/a       8V8       8V2  Vs 

Paramount  1st   pfd...   90V2     90V2     90y2  —  1% 
Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9%       9%       93/4  —     Ve 

Pathe  Film   1 1 V8     1034     11        4-     3/8 

RKO    iy2      iy2      iy2     

20th    Century-Fox     . ,    13y2     13y2     13y2     ..    .. 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  24         24         24 

Univ.   Pict.    pfd 71  y8     71  %     71%   +  i% 

Warner    Bros 4'/8       4y8       4y8 

do    pfd |]| 

NEW  YORK    BOND    MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.10iy4  101V4  lOl'A       .      . 
Loew's    deb.    3V,s46.102V2  101%  102y2   +     i/2 
Para.   B'way  3s55.  .  .  .   47%     47 y4     47%  —     % 

Para.    Picts.   6s55 ...        ...  ... 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47  863A     863,4     86%  —     V, 

RKO  6s41 ...        . . . . . 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48  85         84         84      —  1% 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...      1%       1%       1  %  —     14 

Sonotone    Corp 1  %       1  y2       1 1/2  i/8 

Technicolor    12         12         12      —     % 

Trans-Lux     13/8       f%       i3/8      

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3  3  3       % 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 101%  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.    1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   66         68 
Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 63         65 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


380  Seasonal  Contracts  Francis  Harmon  to  Speak 

Closed  by  WB  in  Chicago  j       At  George  Washington  U 


Chicago — Warners  Chicago  branch 
has  closed  380  seasonal  contracts, 
according  to  Tom  Gilliam,  exchange 
manager.  With  the  company's  sales 
plan  now  clicking,  Gilliam  predicts 
the  territory  will  show  a  healthy 
increase  in  pix  over  last  year.  Indie 
circuits  just  signed  include  Essaness, 
Schoenstadt  and  Simansky  and  Mil- 
ler. 

"The  Old  Maid,"  first  of  the  sea- 
son's pix  to  reach  B  houses,  has 
played  all  houses  in  that  category 
save  one,  Gilliam  said. 

B  &  K  is  holding  "The  Roaring 
Twenties"  for  three  weeks  in  the 
Loop  spots,  one  more  than  expected. 
"Elizabeth  and  Essex"  goes  into  the 
Chicago  Theater  early  next  month. 


Rites  for  Maurice  Black, 

Bernhardt  Father-in-Law 


Rites  will  be  held  in  Riverside 
Memorial  Chapel,  76th  St.  and  Am- 
sterdam Ave.,  this  morning  at  9:30 
o'clock  for  Maurice  Black,  75, 
father-in-law  of  Joseph  Bernhard, 
general  manager  of  Warner  Bros. 
Theaters. 

In  addition  to  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Bernhard,  surviving  are  also 
three  brothers,  John,  Bela  and 
George. 

Interment  will  be  in  Mt.  Sinai 
Cemetery,  Philadelphia,  at  noon. 

Mr.  Black  died  on  Monday  night. 


Waldorf  Party  Tomorrow 

for  Loew  Theater  Men 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Francis  F.  Harmon, 
executive  assistant  to  Will  H.  Hays, 
MPPDA  president,  will  deliver  an 
address  on  Dec.  7  at  a  three-day  con- 
ference which  opens  on  Dec.  5  here 
under  the  auspices  of  George  Wash- 
ington  University. 

The  conference  will  be  devoted  to 
analysis  and  discussion  of  Pan-Amer- 
ican problems. 

Harmon's  speech  will  be  entitled, 
"The  Motion  Picture, — Offspring  of 
Democracy,"  and  is  expected  to  deal 
with  the  part  films  have  played  in 
cementing  relations  between  the  U. 
S.  and  her  sister  republics  of  Pan- 
America. 


Suit  Against  Majors,  3  WB 
Theater  Co.s  Filed  in  Pa. 


Philadelphia — Owners  and  opera- 
tors of  the  Landsdowne  Theater, 
Landsdowne,  yesterday  filed  in  the 
U.  S.  District  Court  a  civil  damage 
suit  for  $10,000  against  major  dis- 
tributors and  three  Warner  theater 
companies. 

The  suit  asks  for  an  injunction, 
charges  unjust  discrimination  and 
asks  that  the  giving  of  preference 
to  circuit  operators  be  smashed. 


Beefsteak  dinner  and  dance  will 
be  given  tomorrow  night  by  the 
Loew  theater  organization  in  the 
Starlight  Roof  of  the  Waldorf-As- 
toria for  some  400  employes,  ex- 
ecutives and  their  wives.  Affair  is 
for  district  managers,  managers  and 
asistant  managers,  with  Oscar  A. 
Doob  serving  as  general  chairman 
for  the  party.  Even  the  trade  press 
is  not  invited.  Strictlv  a  Loew  fam- 
ily affair,  says  C.  C.  Moskowitz. 


Hold  Rites  This  Afternoon 
for  Herman  Starr's  Father 


Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
2:00  p.m.  today  in  the  Boulevard 
Funeral  Parlor,  374  Empire  Boule- 
vard, Brooklyn,  for  Abraham  I. 
Starr,  75,  father  of  Herman  Starr, 
Warner  vice-president. 

Starr  died  at  his  Brooklyn  home 
vesterday  morning.  Surviving  are 
his  widow,  six  sons  and  a  daughter. 


Set  Dec.  2  for  Defendants' 
Reply  in  Chi.  Contempt  Case 

Chicago  —  Judge  Edgar  Eldridge 
yesterday  approved  Dec.  2  for  de- 
fendants' reply  in  the  criminal  con- 
tempt case  against  B  &  K  and  major 
film  companies. 


Honolulu  Chain's  Vtc  Issue 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Consolidated  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Honolulu,  yester- 
day filed  a  registration  statement 
with  the  SEC  calling  for  issuance 
of  150,000  voting  trust  certificates 
for  common  no  par  value  stock  and 
21,287  voting  trust  certificates  for 
$20  par  6  per  cent  cumulative  series 
A  preferred  stock.  C.  H.  Cooke  is 
president. 


5  RKO  Pix  for  B'way 

Three  RKO  pictures  are  sched- 
uled to  open  on  Broadway  tomor- 
row, with  two  others  slated  for  early 
showings.  Tomorrow's  openiners  are 
"Flying  Deuces"  at  the  Rialto: 
"Three  Sons"  at  the  Palace,  and 
"The  Fisrhting  Gringo"  at  the  Cen- 
tral. "Meet  Dr.  Christian"  goes 
into  the  Palace  on  Nov.  30.  "Reno" 
starts  shortly  at  the  Criterion. 


W.  Pa.  AMPTO  to  Meet 

Pittsburgh — Meeting  for  members 
only  will  be  held  by  the  AMPTO  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  at  the  Roose- 
velt Hotel  Tuesday.  President  M. 
A.  Rosenberg  will  report  on  the 
Eastern  regional  conference  of  Al- 
lied States  units  held  at  Philadel- 
phia last  week.  Rosenberg  is  con- 
sidering calling  a  mideastern  reg- 
ional conference  shortly. 


For   Lunch,    Dinner   or   Supper 

LaHIFF'S  TAVERN 

The   Industry's 

MEETING  and  EATING  PLACE 

156  W.  48th  St.  Tel.  CHickering  4-4200 


commG  nno  come 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  has  arrived  in  Hol- 
lywood  for  studio  huddles. 

NATE  J.  BLUMBERG  and  his  wife  leave  for 
Hollywood    Friday. 

WESLEY  RUCCLES  and  CLAUDE  BIN't.j,"  will 
fly  from  the  Coast  this  week-end  to  South 
Bend  to  attend  the  USC-Notre  Dame  game,  re- 
turning immediately  to   Hollywood. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  is  scheduled  to  go  to 
the    Coast    next   week. 

NATE  SPINGOLD  flew  to  the  Coast  last  night 
to  confer  with  Harry  Cohn  and  other  Columbia 
execs,    at    the    studio. 

DAVID  BLANKENHORN,  president  of  Cosmo- 
color,   flies  to  Hollywood  today. 

KEN  THOMSON,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Screen  Actors'  Guild,  left  for  the  Coast  last 
night  after  a   brief  stay  here   on   business. 

LOU  COLDING,  Fabian  district  manager  at 
Albany,  has  been  conferring  with  Si  Fabian  in 
the  New  York  office  concerning  plans  for  spe- 
cial  Christmas   Billings. 

IRENE  LEE,  Warners'  story  editor,  returns 
to    Hollywood   Saturday. 

ERICH  POMMER  is  scheduled  to  fly  to  the 
Coast  Saturday. 

ROBERT  T.  KANE,  English  production  head 
for  20th-Fox,  is  scheduled  to  return  here  from 
England   the   latter  part  of   this  month. 

JULES  LEVY  has  returned  to  New  York  after 
a    trip    to   the   Coast. 

FRANCHOT  TONE   is  at  the  Waldorf. 

ALLAN  JONES  arrives  here  next  week  from 
the  Coast  after  completing  work  on  "The  Great 
Victor   Herbert"    for   Paramount. 

JANE  BRYAN  goes  to  Boston  today  to  at- 
tend the  opening  there  of  "We  Are  Not  Alone," 
new   Warner    release. 

DR.  EUCEN  FRENKE  is  here  from  the  Coast 
on    business. 


Increase  Use  of  "Flesh" 

for  Tri-States  in  Omaha 


Omaha — A  "more  flesh"  policy  for 
winter  season  in  Omaha  has  been 
announced  by  Evert  R.  Cummings, 
district  manager  for  Tri-States  The- 
aters. 

Circuit  reopened  3,000-seat  Para- 
mount recently  with  A.  B.  Marcus 
show  on  stage-screen  policy  at  55- 
cent  top.  Although  grosses  were 
not  up  to  expectations,  circuit  will 
keep  on  with  flesh  policy,  either  at 
Paramount  or  at  Orpheum  if  former 
shutters. 

Phil  Spitalny's  "Hour  of  Charm" 
booked  for  Paramount  week  of  Nov. 
24  and  Cab  Calloway  set  for  Dec.  1. 
Cummings  said. 

Circuit  hopes  to  keep  up  to  aver- 
age of  at  least  two  stage  shows  a 
month  this  winter,  about  double  for- 
mer years.  Stage-screen  bill  gets 
55  cent  top  while  straight  double  fea- 
tures at  Paramount  get  35-cent  top. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN   HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Times 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

with  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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SUES  GENT.  CIRCUIT, 
MAJORS  AND  2  INDIES 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

jjram  Distributing  Corp.  and  Repub- 
ic  Pictures   Corp. 

Si  ^alleges  that  the  defendants, 
iin  a  conspiracy  in  July,  1938,  agreed 
to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  third  and 
subsequent  runs  of  pictures,  and  ex- 
tended to  the  Century  Circuit  for 
its  College  and  other  houses  privi- 
leges and  advantages. 

Complaint  also  states  that  the 
plaintiff  was,  and  is,  unable  to  se- 
cure product  unless  it  agreed  to  run 
pictures  after  the  Century  Circuit 
has  had  prior  showing,  as  a  result 
of  which,  since  1938,  the  plaintiff  has 
been  forced  to  operate  at  a  loss  and 
forced  to  show  old  pictures,  and 
those  not  wanted  by  the  Century 
Circuit.  Showing  of  such  old  films, 
and  the  attractions  unwanted  by 
Century,  the  complaint  adds,  has 
been  necessitated  to  prevent  closing 
of  the  plaintiff's  doors. 


RKO  Holiday  Period  Policy 
Calls  for  Three  Closings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  be  dark  from  Nov.  30  to  Dec. 
24,  and  the  Strand,  Syracuse,  will 
close  from  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  23.  The 
Trent,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  which  has  been 
operating  on  week-ends  only,  will 
not  be  open  during  the  week-ends 
of  Dec.   15-17  and  Dec.  22-24. 

Vaudeville  will  be  eliminated  from 
the  Shubert,  Cincinnati,  from  Nov. 
30  to  Dec.  28,  and  from  the  Colon- 
ial, Dayton,  from  Dec.  8  to  Dec.  28. 
iBoth  houses  will  operate  on  a 
straight  picture  policy  during  those 
periods. 


Salmon  at  Mayo  Clinic 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M. — Nathan  Salmon, 
owner  of  the  theaters  here,  is  at 
Rochester,  Minn.,  to  undergo  an  op- 
eration at  the  Mayo  Clinic.  He  was 
accompanied  by  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
John  E.  Greer,  and  U.  S.  District 
Judge  Colin  Neblett. 


Best    wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to    the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  22 

John  Monk  Saunders 

Bobby  Burns 

Arthur  De  Bra 

Sam  Silver 


ALCNG  TBiE 


with  I  I  IL  U.  DALYi 

T  T  T 


Thanksgiving -day ,  I  fear, 
If  one  the  solemn  truth  must  touch, 
Is  celebrated,  not  so  much 
To  thank  the  Lord  for  blessings  o'er, 
As  for  the  sake  of  getting  more! 
— Will  Carleton  ("Captain  Young's  Thanksgiving") 
T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      THERE'S     something     much     less     cynical about     the 

above  "pome" than  is   apparent   at   first   glance particularly 

in  the  instance  of  the  pix  biz  boys for  it's  the  Present  and  the  Fu- 
ture which  count  with  showmen and  not  so  much  the  revered  Past 

....  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  latter  has  been  pretty  good 
to  the  movies and  movie  folk F'rinstance 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     BACK  in  1930 Thanksgiving  Eve  and  Day  saw 

Coast  studios  ordered  to  cut  free  advertising  from  their  films 

UA  increasing  to  21  its  1931-32  lineup Granting  by  the 

FCC  of  short  wave  radio  facilities  to  pix  producers  for  use  in 
connection  with  location  work  where  no  other  means  of  com- 
munication was  available George  Eastman's  offer  to  donate 

$1,000,000  to  construct  and  equip  a  dental  clinic  for  care  of  poor 
kids  was  accepted  by  the  Municipal  Council  of  Paris,  France.  .  . 
9  1931 "Frankenstein"  was  stalking  screens  and  striking  ter- 
ror to  fans Universal  discarded  two  gangster  pix and 

Cecil  B.  De  Mille  blew  into  town  from  the  Continent  (particularly 
Russia)  with  stills  galore  which  he  snapped  in  Sovietland  and 
along  its  Volga  River 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      1932: Monogram    launched    a   $1,000,000    drive 

Fox  studios  in  Sunny  California  reported  peak  production  with  15  new 

pix  under  way The  Warner  Boys  clarioned  that  their  plant  was 

three   months   ahead   of   planned  production   schedule and   RKO's 

field  sales  setup  was  asserted  revised  in  six  divisions 1933:. . .  .Com- 
plete text  of  the  Film  Code  was  about  to  be  released,  following  Gen. 
Hugh  S.  Johnson's  bobbing  back  to  Washington  from  Warm  Spas.,  Ga„ 

where  President  Roosevelt  had  signed  the  Code  48  hours  earlier 

Duals  were  restored  in  Germany 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  1934: Ampa  held  its  luncheon  meeting  on  Thanks- 
giving Eve  and  raffled  a  turkey Columbia's  Jack  Cohn  ate  his 

Thanksgiving  dinner  en  route  to  the  Coast But  Hal  Home 

and  Rudy  Vallee  flashed  into  New  York  from  the  other  direc- 
tion, just  in  time  to  buckle  on  the  bib 1935: Neil  Agnew 

succeeded  George  J.  Schaefer  as  Para,  v.-p Metro's  "Mutiny 

On  the  Bounty"  went  into  fourth  week  at  the  Capitol 1936: 

THE  FILM  DAILY  published  more  than  40  reasons  why  the 

biz  should  be  thankful The  famous  G-B  deal  was  on  (.re- 
member?)  Para,  reported   third  quarter  operating  profit   of 

$1,609,224 and  20th-Fox  replied  to  MPTOA  on  W-point  trade 

practice  proposals 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      1937: "Again   the   domestic  picture    reflects   no   clash 

of  arms There  are  no  sandbags  before  U.  S.  picture  houses,  nor 

are  exchanges  deserted,"  said  an  editorial  in  this  lil  ole  trade  sheet. . . . 

American  distribs.  were  conferring  to  map  quota  plans  and  policies 

1938: The  RKO  reorg.  decision  was  declared  to  be   expected  on 

Dec.  2 and  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  planned  preview  of  "Pygmalion" 

to  aid  German  refugees And  so  the  curtain  falls  on  Thanksgiving 

eve  in  retrospect 


«       «       *< 
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GIVEAWAYS,  PRIZES 
ACUTE  ONT.  PROBLEMS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tured  not  only  on  the  marquees  but 
in  house  ad  copy.  One  local  house 
is  now  giving  silverware  five  days 
a  week,  another  offers  "Treasure  of 
Gold"  four  days,  including  Satur- 
day. On  a  single  day,  28  theaters 
heralded    giveaways. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  indies  are 
spending  more  money  for  newspaper 
space  to  plug  premiums  than  ever 
was  devoted  to  advertising  outstand- 
ing films  played.  In  some  instances, 
dish  giveaways  command  as  much 
display  copy  as  first-runs  use  for 
films. 

One  of  the  most  startling  develop- 
ments in  the  premium  craze  here  is 
the  widespread  resort  to  window  dis- 
plays of  giveaway  china,  etc.,  in 
stores  adjacent  to  theaters.  Some 
exhibs.  not  only  are  placing  the  dis- 
plays in  their  own  neighborhoods  but 
are  invading  opposition  territories, 
including  those  where  giveaways  are 
not  used. 

As  a  rule,  exhibs.  levy  a  10  cent 
service  charge  for  ware  premiums. 
Where  the  house  scale  is  20  cents, 
that  raises  the  top  to  30  cents.  But 
the  exhib.  may  pay  up  to  17  cents 
for  the  chinaware  premium;  that 
means  a  net  admission  of  13  cents. 

The  Bloordale  here,  inaugurating 
giveaways,  is  slashing  the  service 
charge  to  five  cents.  Next  move, 
if  competition  gets  tough,  may  be 
total  elimination  of  the  service 
charge,  it  is  feared. 

Plenty  of  instances  where  the  pre- 
mium habit  is  hurting  firms  are  be- 
ing cited  locally.  These  range  from 
the  cheapening  effect  on  important 
pix  which  are  coupled  with  give- 
aways to  complaints  that  a  class  of 
"premium  fans"  is  being  developed. 
Frequently,  "theater"  patrons  walk 
up  to  the  box  office,  buy  a  ticket, 
pay  the  service  charge,  collect  the 
premium  and  walk  out  without  see- 
ing the  film   show. 

Meanwhile,  something  akin  to  a 
chinaware  circuit  is  taking  shape, 
with  film  clearance  practices  being 
extended  to  premiums.  Equivalent 
of  zones  and  runs,  down  to  the  sub- 
sequents,  is  being  observed. 

One  local  theater  operator  ruefully 
suggests  that  there  might  be  more 
money  in  it  to  turn  to  crockery  shop 
operation,  with  perhaps  a  juggling 
team  in  the  store  window  to  attract 
trade. 


Ligonier  House  to  Open 

Pittsburgh — New  750-seat  Ligon- 
ier Theater  in  Ligonier,  opens  to- 
morrow.    Alex  Alexas  will  operate. 


Dancing  in  Theater 
Foyer,  Long's  Idea 

Cleveland — Col.  Harry  E.  Long,  Loew 
division  manager,  has  booked  Clen  Miller 
and  band,  to  play  a  week's  engagement 
at  Loew's  State  opening  Dec.  8.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  of  that  week,  danc- 
ing for  late  show  patrons  will  be  held 
in   the   theater   foyer. 


—     C^  *V  DULY  ; 
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MEXICO  GUTS  TARIFF 
ON  ARGENTINE  FILMS 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

concluded,  Argentine  film  imports  in 
the  future  will  pay  a  duty  of  $8 
(Mexican  currency)  per  kilogram  as 
compared  with  the  $20  levy  imposed 
on  American  and  other  films  brought 
in. 

It  is  understood  here  that  the 
Mexican  concession  will  bring  a  re- 
ciprocal reduction  by  Argentina, 
also  at  the  expense  of  American 
distribs.  Negotiations  are  being 
conducted  bv  Ingeniero  Felix  Ful- 
gencio  Palavicini.  Mexican  ambas- 
sador at  Buenos  Aires. 

In     the     meantime     Plus     Ultra 

Films,    a    new    distributing    agency 

■for  the  Argentine  product,  has  been 

established    here.      Francisco   de   la 

Reguera  is  general  manager. 

Felipe  Mier  y  Hno.  local  producer 
and  distributor  of  Mexican  as  well 
as  French-made  pictures,  has  taken 
over  the  exploitation  of  the  prod- 
uct of  Argentina  Sono  Film  and 
Lumiton,  formerly  represented  here 
by  Roberto   Gallardo. 


New  Law  Takes  Mexican  Pix 
Off  Shelves,  Into  Theaters 

Mexico  City  —  Native  features, 
long  on  the  shelf,  are  finding  their 
way  to  Mexican  screens  as  a  result 
of  action  taken  by  all  states  in  sup- 
port of  the  Federal  Government's 
statute  making  exhibition  of  domes- 
tic  product  compulsory. 

Measure  already  is  in  effect  in 
Mexico  City  and  all  towns  in  the 
Federal  District. 

Latest  native  releases  include: 

Producciones  D  u  q  u  e  s  a  Olga 
(DOSA's)  "El  Latigo"  (The  Whip), 
adventure  melodrama  with  Jose 
Bohr,  Elena  d'Orgaz  and  Pedro  Ar- 
mendariz,  and  directed  by  Bohn; 
Producciones  Amanecer's  first,  "El 
Crimen  del  Expreso"  (Murder  on 
the  Express),  murder  mystery  with 
Jose    Gordon,    Magda    Haller,    Lolo 


Cleveland  —  Announcement  is 
made  of  the  engagement  of  LeRoy 
Kendis,  son  of  Philip  Kendis  of  Ex- 
hibitors Poster  Service  Co.,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Gottlieb  of  this  city.  The 
wedding  is  scheduled  to  take  place 
in  the  Spring  Kendis,  a  grad- 
uate of  Ohio  State  University,  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the 
poster  business. 

Wausau,  Wis. — John  Olson,  radio 
producer  and  former  chief  an- 
nouncer for  station  WTMJ,  Milwau- 
kee, was  married  in  Decorah,  la., 
to  Miss  Mildred  Powers.  Olson 
directs  a  stage  show  at  a  local  the- 
ater here  on  week-ends. 


ChVs  Circuits  and  Indies  Giving  Turheys; 

Bird  and  Booh  Combination  Gets  Extra  10c 

Chicago — It's  Turkey  Week  in  local  film  houses  ...  but  not  necessarily  on 
the  screen. 

Numerous  indies  are  using  turkey  giveaways,  and  even  some  of  the  circuits  have 
fallen  in  line.  Seven  Warner  houses  lead  the  chain  procession.  Essaness  also  is  giving 
away  birds  and,  at  one  house,  the  Buckingham,  coupled  Turkey  Surprise  Night  with 
Encyclopedia  Night,  boosting  the  admission  a  dime. 


Hollywood  Contingent  Will     \  Transfer  Warner  Theaters 
Attend  "Geronimo"  Opening!        Personnel  In  Connecticut 


Phoenix,  Ariz. — World  premiere  of 
Para.'s  "Geronimo"  here  Saturday 
will  attract  a  Hollywood  contingent 
embracing  Preston  Foster,  Kitty 
Kelly,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud  and 
Monte  Blue,  all  of  the  cast;  Patricia 
Morrison,  Robert  Preston,  J.  Car- 
rol Naish,  William  Frawley,  Joseph 
Allen,  Jr.,  and  Paul  H.  Sioane,  di- 
rector. Mayors  of  31  Arizona  cities 
also  are  expected.  Premiere  is  tied 
in  with  a  three-day  "Valley  of  the 
Sun    Celebration"    which    starts    to- 


Albany-Troy  Warner  Club 
to  Hold  Dance  on  Dec.  9 


Albany — Warner  Clubs  of  Albany 
and  Troy  will  hold  a  joint  dance  in 
the  Hendrick  Hudson  Hotel,  Troy, 
Dec.  9,  according  to  Max  Friedman, 
zone  booker  and  president. 

Included  in  the  committee  are 
Charles  Smakwitz,  district  manager; 
Jules  Curley,  advertising  manager; 
Jim  Faughnan,  contact  manager; 
Ray  Powers,  Vitagraph  office  mana- 
ger; Jim  Moore,  Vitagraph  booker; 
Andy  Roy,  Strand;  Bob  Rosenthal, 
Ritz;  Eddie  Selette,  Albany;  Bill 
Tallman,  Strand,  and  Leo  Rosen, 
Troy,  Troy. 


Albuquerque,  N.  M.— Delia  Mary 
Chavez,  cashier  at  the  Mesa  Thea- 
ter here,  and  Jimmie  Morales,  or- 
chestra player,  were  married  at 
Bernalillo. 


Trillo  and  Eduardo  Vivas,  directed 
by  Manuel  Noiiega;  Producciones 
Lorenzo  Barcelata's  "La  Reina  del 
Rio"  (Queen  of  the  River),  a  mus- 
ical romance  with  Romingo  Soler, 
Rafael  Falcon.  Pedro  Armendariz, 
Gloria  Morel  and  Susana  Guizar, 
and  directed  by  Rene  Cardona;  Pro- 
ducciones Nacionales'  first,  "Juan 
Soldado"  (Private  Johnny),  a  ro- 
mance with  music,  with  Emilio 
Tuero,  Maria  Luisa  Zea  and  Lucha 
Altamirano,  directed  by  Louis  Gas- 
nier;  Producciones  Vincente  Saiso 
Piquer's  "En  un  Burro  Tres  Natur- 
ros"  (Three  Men  on  a  Donkey),  a 
sentimental  comedy  with  Carlos 
Orellana,  Sara  Garcia,  Joaquin  Par- 
dave  and  Carlos  Lopez  Moctezuma 
topping  the  cast  under  Jose  Mena- 
vides,  Jr.'s  direction;  Pedro  Zapian 
G.'s  production  of  "Cafe  Concor- 
dia," a  romantic  drama  laid  in  the 
swank  social  world  of  Mexico  City 
in  the  90's,  in  which  Raquel,  Amer- 
ican-born exponent  of  Spanish 
dances,  makes  her  first  screen  ap- 
pearance here,  under  Alberto  Gout's 
direction. 

Other  native  films  are  slated  for 
release  soon  at  the  Teatro  Alameda, 
the  country's  chief  de-luxer,  the 
Teatro  Iris,  Mexican  home  of  Metro 
pictures,  and  the  American-owned 
Cine    Olimpia. 


New  Haven — The  zone  office  of 
the  Warner  Theater  Department  has 
announced  several  transfers  in  the 
managerial  staff.  Manny  Kugel  of 
the  Palace,  South  Norwalk,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Warner  Bridge- 
port, replacing  Howard  Petingill,  re- 
signed. George  Harvey  of  the 
Empress,  Danbury,  goes  to  the  Pal- 
ace, South  Norwalk;  J.  Miklos, 
assistant  at  the  Embassy,  New  Brit- 
ain, has  been  promoted  to  the  mana- 
gership of  the  Broadway,  Norwich, 
which  post  Jay  O'Sullivan  vacates 
to  take  the  helm  of  the  Empress, 
Danbury.  A.  Montefalco,  assistant 
at  the  Commodore  Hull,  Derby,  and 
manager  of  the  three-day-a-week 
Tremont,  Ansonia,  has  been  moved 
to  the  managership  of  the  Rialto, 
South  Norwalk,  replacing  William 
Hatkoff,  resigned.  J.  Landino,  chief 
of  service  at  the  Roger  Sherman, 
New  Haven,  takes  charge  of  the 
Tremont. 


Mo.  High  Court  Transfers 
Nick  and  Weston  Appeal 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — The  Missouri 
Supreme  Court  has  declined  to  as- 
sume jurisdiction  over  the  appeal 
of  John  P.  Nick.  IATSE  Interna- 
tional vice-president,  and  Clyde  A. 
Weston,  former  business  agent  of 
Local  143,  Operators,  from  the  or- 
der of  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oak- 
ley of  St.  Louis  ousting  them  from 
control  of  the  assets  and  control  of 
the  union. 

On  the  grounds  that  the  record 
in  the  case  failed  to  show  a  mone- 
tary interest  of  $7,500,  the  amount 
required  for  it  to  take  jurisdiction, 
and  also  because  no  proper  constitu- 
tional question  was  raised  the  high 
court  held  in  a  unanimous  opinion 
that  it  is  without  jurisdiction  and 
ordered  the  case  transferred  to  the 
St.   Louis   Court  of  Appeals. 


St.  Louis — Acting  on  his  own 
motion  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F. 
Oakley  has  continued  to  Nov.  27 
the  hearing  of  the  permanent  re- 
ceivership action  affecting  Local  143 
Operators. 

Judge  Oakley  reset  the  case  after 
he  had  refused  to  set  aside  a  de- 
fault decree  he  entered  against  John 
P.  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston. 


Release  of  Al  Capone 

Tilts  "Scarface"  Demand 


Cincinnati  —  Al  Capone's  release 
from  prison  has  resulted  in  excep- 
tional demand  for  the  re-issue, 
"Scarface,"  states  Lee  Goldberg, 
Big    Features   Rights. 


HEAR  U.  K.  FILMS 

ACT  STANDS  TO  MAR 
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until  next  March.  Meanwhile,  it, 
was  said  that  the  Films  Council  and 
the  British  industry  would  .  confer 
on  the  best  means  of  mail  Ji:ning 
a  thriving  domestic  picture?'  busi- 
ness. 

In  the  case  of  RKO,  some  pro- 
duction may  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  quota  as  it  is  understood  that 
William  Sistrom  will  go  to  England 
shortly,  presumably  to  supervise  the 
making  of  pictures.  Paramount  has 
completed  its  requirements,  as  has 
Warner  Bros.  Universal  and  United 
Artists  are  not  affected,  while  M- 
G-M  yesterday  would  not  comment 
on  its  status.  It  is  understood  that 
Robert  T.  Kane,  in  charge  of  British 
production  for  20th-Fox,  arrives  in 
the  U.  S.  shortly.  Irving  Asher,  who 
has  been  producing  in  England  for 
Columbia,  is  now  on  the  Coast  for 
conferences  with  Harry  and  Jack 
Cohn. 

Home  office  interest  yesterday 
centered  in  the  possible  extension 
of  Stanley's  statement  of  govern- 
ment policy  to  include  the  issue  of 
distributor  remittances,  subject  of 
prolonged  negotiations.  Originally. 
it  was  reported  Stanley  favored  a 
20  per  cent  figure;  more  recently, 
varying  percentages  of  33  1-3,  38 
and  50  per  cent  have  been  men- 
tioned, both  in  London  and  New 
York  film   circles. 

British  exhibition  interests  have 
been  allied  with  American  distribs. 
in  pressing  for  a  "fair"  remittance 
figure,  appreciating  that  a  proposal 
to  reduce  American  revenue  from 
about  50,000,000  to  1,250,000  would 
necessarily  curtail  American  pro- 
duction and  hence  the  British  film 
supply.  Depreciation  of  the  pound 
would  further  wreak  havoc  with 
American   remittances. 

Pronouncement  officially  of  British 
production  policy  also  is  anticipated 
tomorrow.  British  production  large- 
ly has  been  at  a  standstill  since  I 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  with  pro- 
ducers daily  becoming  more  and 
more  restive.  It  is  understood  that 
six  studios  will  resume  activity  once 
the  Government's  decision  is  an- 
nounced. 


Appointed  Western  Rep. 

Russell  Birdwell  and  Associates 
has  been  appointed  western  repre- 
sentative for  Cecil  &  Pi*esbrey,  Inc.. 
advertising  firm,  it  was  nanounced 
yesterday.  Contract  will  be  signed 
this   week. 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Comedy  is  okay  oti 
the  screen,  but  in  real  life  it  isn't 
so  funny.  M.  E.  Lofgren,  manager 
of  the  Stuart,  has  had  many  a 
laugh  at  the  antics  of  the  screen 
pappies  who  tour  the  maternity 
ward  corridors.  This  week  he  did  a 
41-hour  heel  and  toe,  and  got  him- 
self a  6% -pound  boy. 
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The 

FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK 

1940 


The  twenty-second  edition  of  this  annual  book 
of  reference  is  now  in  preparation  and  will  be 
ready    for    distribution    in    January,    1940. 
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The  book  you'll  find  on  the  desk  of  every 
important  executive  in  the  industry  365 
days  ol  the  year! 
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concluded,  Argentine  film  imports  in 
the  future  will  pay  a  duty  of  $8 
(Mexican  currency)  per  kilogram  as 
compared  with  the  $20  levy  imposed 
on  American  and  other  films  brought 
in. 

It  is  understood  here  that  the 
Mexican  concession  will  bring  a  re- 
ciprocal reduction  by  Argentina, 
also  at  the  expense  of  American 
distribs.  Negotiations  are  being 
conducted  bv  Ingeniero  Felix  Ful- 
gencio  Palavicini.  Mexican  ambas- 
sador at   Buenos  Aires. 

In     the     meantime     Plus     Ultra 

Films,    a    new    distributing    agency 

•for  the  Argentine  product,  has  been 

established    here.      Francisco   de   la 

Reguera  is  general  manager. 

Felipe  Mier  y  Hno.  local  producer 
and  distributor  of  Mexican  as  well 
as  French-made  pictures,  has  taken 
over  the  exploitation  of  the  prod- 
uct of  Argentina  Sono  Film  and 
Lumiton,  formerly  represented  here 
by  Roberto   Gallardo. 


ChVs  Circuits  and  Indies  Giving  Turheys; 

Bird  and  Booh  Combination  Gets  Extra  10c 

Chicago — It's  Turkey  Week  in  local  film  houses  .  .  .  but  not  necessarily  on 
the   screen. 

Numerous  indies  are  using  turkey  giveaways,  and  even  some  of  the  circuits  have 
fallen  in  line.  Seven  Warner  houses  lead  the  chain  procession.  Essaness  also  is  giving 
away  birds  and,  at  one  house,  the  Buckingham,  coupled  Turkey  Surprise  Night  with 
Encyclopedia  Night,  boosting  the  admission  a  dime. 


Hollywood  Contingent  Will 
Attend  "Geronimo"  Opening 

Phoenix,  Ariz. — World  premiere  of 
Para.'s  "Geronimo"  here  Saturday 
will  attract  a  Hollywood  contingent 
embracing  Preston  Foster,  Kitty 
Kelly,  Chief  Thunder  Cloud  and 
Monte  Blue,  all  of  the  cast;  Patricia 
Morrison,  Robert  Preston,  J.  Car- 
rol Naish,  William  Frawley,  Joseph 
Allen,  Jr.,  and  Paul  H.  Sioane,  di- 
rector. Mayors  of  31  Arizona  cities 
also  are  expected.  Premiere  is  tied 
in  with  a  three-day  "Valley  of  the 
Sun  Celebration"  which  starts  to- 
morrow. 


Albany-Troy  Warner  Club 
to  Hold  Dance  on  Dec.  9 


New  Law  Takes  Mexican  Pix 
Off  Shelves,  Into  Theaters 

Mexico  City  —  Native  features, 
long  on  the  shelf,  are  finding  their 
way  to  Mexican  screens  as  a  result 
of  action  taken  by  all  states  in  sup- 
port of  the  Federal  Government's 
statute  making  exhibition  of  domes- 
tic  product  compulsory. 

Measure  already  is  in  effect  in 
Mexico  City  and  all  towns  in  the 
Federal  District. 

Latest  native  releases  include: 

Producciones  D  u  q  u  e  s  a  Olga 
(DOSA's)  "El  Latigo"  (The  Whip), 
adventure  melodrama  with  Jose 
Bohr,  Elena  d'Orgaz  and  Pedro  Ar- 
mendariz,  and  directed  by  Bohn; 
Producciones  Amanecer's  first,  "El 
Crimen  del  Expreso"  (Murder  on 
the  Express),  murder  mystery  with 
Jose    Gordon,    Magda    Haller,    Lolo 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cleveland  —  Announcement  is 
made  of  the  engagement  of  LeRoy 
Kendis,  son  of  Philip  Kendis  of  Ex- 
hibitors Poster  Service  Co.,  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Gottlieb  of  this  city.  The 
wedding  is  scheduled  to  take  place 
in  the  Spring  Kendis,  a  grad- 
uate of  Ohio  State  University,  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  the 
poster  business. 


Wausau,  Wis. — John  Olson,  radio 
producer  and  former  chief  an- 
nouncer for  station  WTMJ,  Milwau- 
kee, was  married  in  Decorah,  la., 
to  Miss  Mildred  Powers.  Olson 
directs  a  stage  show  at  a  local  the- 
ater here  on  week-ends. 


Albuquerque,  N.  M. — Delia  Mary 
Chavez,  cashier  at  the  Mesa  Thea- 
ter here,  and  Jimmie  Morales,  or- 
chestra player,  were  married  at 
Bernalillo. 


Albany — Warner  Clubs  of  Albany 
and  Troy  will  hold  a  joint  dance  in 
the  Hendrick  Hudson  Hotel,  Troy, 
Dec.  9,  according  to  Max  Friedman, 
zone  booker  and  president. 

Included  in  the  committee  are 
Charles  Smakwitz,  district  manager; 
Jules  Curley,  advertising  manager; 
Jim  Faughnan,  contact  manager; 
Ray  Powers,  Vitagraph  office  mana- 
ger; Jim  Moore,  Vitagraph  booker; 
Andy  Roy,  Strand;  Bob  Rosenthal, 
Ritz;  Eddie  Selette,  Albany;  Bill 
Tallman,  Strand,  and  Leo  Rosen, 
Troy,  Troy. 


Transfer  Warner  Theaters 
Personnel   In  Connecticut 


New  Haven — The  zone  office  of 
the  Warner  Theater  Department  has 
announced  several  transfers  in  the 
managerial  staff.  Manny  Kugel  of 
the  Palace,  South  Norwalk,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Warner  Bridge- 
port, replacing  Howard  Petingill,  re- 
signed. George  Harvey  of  the 
Empress,  Danbury,  goes  to  the  Pal- 
ace, South  Norwalk;  J.  Miklos, 
assistant  at  the  Embassy,  New  Brit- 
ain, has  been  promoted  to  the  mana- 
gership of  the  Broadway,  Norwich, 
which  post  Jay  O'Sullivan  vacates 
to  take  the  helm  of  the  Empress, 
Danbury.  A.  Montefalco,  assistant 
at  the  Commodore  Hull,  Derby,  and 
manager  of  the  three-day-a-week 
Tremont,  Ansonia,  has  been  moved 
to  the  managership  of  the  Rialto, 
South  Norwalk,  replacing  William 
Hatkoff,  resigned.  J.  Landino,  chief 
of  service  at  the  Roger  Sherman, 
New  Haven,  takes  charge  of  the 
Tremont. 


Trillo  and  Eduardo  Vivas,  directed 
by  Manuel  Noriega;  Producciones 
Lorenzo  Barcelata's  "La  Reina  del 
Rio"  (Queen  of  the  River),  a  mus- 
ical romance  with  Romingo  Soler, 
Rafael  Falcon,  Pedro  Armendariz, 
Gloria  Morel  and  Susana  Guizar, 
and  directed  by  Rene  Cardona;  Pro- 
ducciones Nacionales'  first,  "Juan 
Soldado"  (Private  Johnny),  a  ro- 
mance with  music,  with  Emilio 
Tuero,  Maria  Luisa  Zea  and  Lucha 
Altamirano,  directed  by  Louis  Gas- 
nier;  Producciones  Vincente  Saiso 
Piquer's  "En  un  Burro  Tres  Natur- 
ros"  (Three  Men  on  a  Donkey),  a 
sentimental  comedy  with  Carlos 
Orellana,  Sara  Garcia,  Joaquin  Par- 
dave  and  Carlos  Lopez  Moctezuma 
topping  the  cast  under  Jose  Mena- 
vides,  Jr.'s  direction;  Pedro  Zapian 
G.'s  production  of  "Cafe  Concor- 
dia," a  romantic  drama  laid  in  the 
swank  social  world  of  Mexico  City 
in  the  90's,  in  which  Raquel,  Amer- 
ican-born exponent  of  Spanish 
dances,  makes  her  first  screen  ap- 
pearance here,  under  Alberto  Gout's 
direction. 

Other  native  films  are  slated  for 
release  soon  at  the  Teatro  Alameda, 
the  country's  chief  de-luxer,  the 
Teatro  Iris,  Mexican  home  of  Metro 
pictures,  and  the  American-owned 
Cine    Olimpia. 


Mo.  High  Court  Transfers 
Nick  and  Weston  Appeal 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — The  Missouri 
Supreme  Court  has  declined  to  as- 
sume jurisdiction  over  the  appeal 
of  John  P.  Nick.  IATSE  Interna- 
tional vice-president,  and  Clyde  A. 
Weston,  former  business  agent  of 
Local  143,  Operators,  from  the  or- 
der of  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F.  Oak- 
ley of  St.  Louis  ousting  them  from 
control  of  the  assets  and  control  of 
the  union. 

On  the  grounds  that  the  record 
in  the  case  failed  to  show  a  mone- 
tary interest  of  $7,500,  the  amount 
required  for  it  to  take  jurisdiction, 
and  also  because  no  proper  constitu- 
tional question  was  raised  the  high 
court  held  in  a  unanimous  opinion 
that  it  is  without  jurisdiction  and 
ordered  the  case  transferred  to  the 
St.   Louis   Court  of  Appeals. 


St.  Louis — Acting  on  his  own 
motion  Circuit  Judge  Ernest  F. 
Oakley  has  continued  to  Nov.  27 
the  hearing  of  the  permanent  re- 
ceivership action  affecting  Local  143 
Operators. 

Judge  Oakley  reset  the  case  after 
he  had  refused  to  set  aside  a  de- 
fault decree  he  entered  against  John 
P.  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston. 


Release  of  Al  Capone 

Tilts  "Scarface"  Demand 


Cincinnati  —  Al  Capone's  release 
from  prison  has  resulted  in  excep- 
tional demand  for  the  re-issue, 
"Scarface."  states  Lee  Goldberg, 
Big   Features   Rights. 


HEAR  U.  K.  FILMS 
ACT  STANDS  TO  MAR. 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

until  next  March.  Meanwhile,  iti 
was  said  that  the  Films  Council  and 
the  British  industry  would  .  confer 
on  the  best  means  of  mail  Jrning 
a  thriving  domestic  picture3'  busi- 
ness. 

In  the  case  of  RKO,  some  pro- 
duction may  be  necessary  to  meet 
the  quota  as  it  is  understood  that 
William  Sistrom  will  go  to  England 
shortly,  presumably  to  supervise  the 
making  of  pictures.  Paramount  has 
completed  its  requirements,  as  has 
Warner  Bros.  Universal  and  United 
Artists  are  not  affected,  while  M- 
G-M  yesterday  would  not  comment 
on  its  status.  It  is  understood  that 
Robert  T.  Kane,  in  charge  of  British 
production  for  20th-Fox,  arrives  in 
the  U.  S.  shortly.  Irving  Asher,  who 
has  been  producing  in  England  for 
Columbia,  is  now  on  the  Coast  for 
conferences  with  Harry  and  Jack 
Cohn. 

Home  office  interest  yesterday 
centered  in  the  possible  extension 
of  Stanley's  statement  of  govern- 
ment policy  to  include  the  issue  of 
distributor  remittances,  subject  of 
prolonged  negotiations.  Originally, 
it  was  reported  Stanley  favored  a 
20  per  cent  figure;  more  recently, 
varying  percentages  of  33  1-3,  38 
and  50  per  cent  have  been  men 
tioned,  both  in  London  and  New 
York   film   circles. 

British  exhibition  interests  have 
been  allied  with  American  distribs. 
in  pressing  for  a  "fair"  remittance 
figure,  appreciating  that  a  proposal 
to  reduce  American  revenue  from 
about  50,000,000  to  1,250,000  would 
necessarily  curtail  American  pro- 
duction and  hence  the  British  film 
supply.  Depreciation  of  the  pound 
would  further  wreak  havoc  with 
American   remittances. 

Pronouncement  officially  of  British 
production  policy  also  is  anticipated 
tomorrow.  British  production  large- 
ly has  been  at  a  standstill  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  with  pro- 
ducers daily  becoming  more  and 
more  restive.  It  is  understood  that 
six  studios  will  resume  activity  once 
the  Government's  decision  is  an- 
nounced. 


Appointed  Western  Rep. 

Russell  Birdwell  and  Associates 
has  been  appointed  western  repre- 
sentative for  Cecil  &  Presbrey,  Inc., 
advertising  firm,  it  was  nanounced 
yesterday.  Contract  will  be  signed 
this   week. 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Comedy  is  okay  oil 
the  screen,  but  in  real  life  it  isn't 
so  funny.  M.  E.  Lofgren,  manager 
of  the  Stuart,  has  had  many  a 
laugh  at  the  antics  of  the  screen 
pappies  who  tour  the  maternity 
ward  corridors.  This  week  he  did  a 
41-hour  heel  and  toe,  and  got  him- 
self a  6% -pound  boy. 


and 


Bettu 


The 

FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK 

1940 


The  twenty-second  edition  of  this  annual  book 
of  reference  is  now  in  preparation  and  will  be 
ready    for    distribution    in    January,    1940 


tree  to  aJl 
Subscribers  of 
THE  FILM   DAILY 
1501  Broadway,  N.YX 


The  book  you'll  find  on  the  desk  oi  every 
important  executive  in  the  industry  36S 
days  oi  the  year  I 
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"The  Amazing  Mr. 
Williams" 

with  Melvyn  Douglas,  Joan  Blondell 

Columbia  80  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

DETECTIVE  COMEDY  DRAMA  SHOULD 
SATISFY  ALL  TYPES  OF  FILM  AUDIENCES. 

The  happy  combination  of  Melvyn  Douglas 
and  Joan  Blondell,  and  some  very  funny 
situations  result,  in  the  case,  in  a  picture 
that  should  satisfy  all  sorts  of  audiences. 
The  direction  by  Alexander  Hall  is  tops,  and 
the  scene  of  Melvyn  Douglas  masquerading 
in  woman's  clothes,  is  a  wow.  Everett  Ris- 
V.'n  rates  credit  as  producer.  Dwight  Taylor, 
Sy  Bartlett  and  Richard  Maibaum  have  sup- 
plied a  swell  screenplay  based  on  Sy  Bart- 
left's  original  story.  Melvyn  Douglas  does 
fine  work  as  the  "ace"  detective.  Joan 
Blondell  has  never  looked  better,  and  her 
work  is  most  convincing,  while  Clarence 
Kolb,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Edward  S.  Brophy,  Don- 
ald MacBride,  Don  Beddoe,  Jonathan  Hale 
and  John  Wray  all  do  well  in  supporting 
roles.  Melvyn  is  employed  by  Captain 
McGovern  (Clarence  Kolb),  head  of  the 
homicide  squad.  Every  time  he  has  a  date 
with  Joan,  an  important  case  comes  up  and 
he  has  to  call  it  off.  Joan  tries  to  persuade 
him  to  give  up  his  job,  and  even  goes  so  far 
as  to  report  him  to  the  captain  when  Mel- 
vyn shows  up  to  keep  a  date  with  her, 
bringing  along  a  prisoner.  Kolb  threatens  to 
suspend  Melvyn  for  six  months  if  he  does 
not  accept  the  assignment  of  masquerading 
as  a  female  to  capture  the  phantom  slugger. 
When  Melvyn  learns  that  Joan  has  put  Kolb 
up  to  this,  she  is  thinking  that  he  will  resign 
rather  than  dress  up  as  a  female,  Melvyn 
takes  the  job.  Joan  goes  out  to  find 
Melvyn,  and  is  slugged  by  the  phantom 
killer  just  as  Melvyn  is  about  to  pounce  on 
him.  Joan  finally  prevails  upon  Melvyn  to 
resign,  which  he  does.  On  the  day  set  for 
their  marriage,  a  bank  is  held  up  and  the 
watchman  killed;  Melvyn  is  again  the  detec- 
tice.  John  Wray  is  tried  for  the  holdup  and 
killing  and  found  guilty,  but  in  the  end  Joan 
helps  Melvyn  track  down  the  real  culprit,  and 
Joan  is  given  a  special  sheriff's  badge.  Mel- 
vyn and  Joan  are  married  and  on  their  wed- 
ding night  Joan  gets  a  special  summons 
from  the  Captain's  office  to  report  for  duty 
at  once. 

CAST:  Melvyn  Douglas,  Joan  Blondell, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Ruth  Donnelly,  Edward  S. 
Brophy,  Donald  MacBride,  Don  Beddoe, 
Jonathan  Hale,  John  Wray. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Everett  Riskin;  Di- 
rector, Alexander  Hall;  Author,  Sy  Bartlett; 
Screenplay,  Dwight  Taylor,  Sy  Bartlett,  Rich- 
ard Maibaum;  Cameraman,  Arthur  Todd, 
ASC;  Editor,  Viola  Lawrence;  Art  Director, 
Lionel  Banks;  Musical  Director,  M.  W.  Sto- 
loff;  Sound,  Frank  Goodrich. 

DIRECTION,  Tops.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Very 
Good. 


"Juarez"  Scores  in  London 

"Juarez"  gave  the  Warner  the- 
ater, London,  the  biggest  week-end 
business  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  cable  to  the  home  office  advised 
yesterday.  Cable  added  audience 
and  critical  reaction  was  enthusias- 
tic.; 


"Beasts  of  Berlin" 

with  Roland  Drew,  Steffi  Duna,  Allan  Ladd 
Producers  Pictures  Corp.  84  Mins. 

POWERFUL  INDICTMENT  OF  NAZI 
REGIME  IS  FRANK  AND  OUTSPOKEN.  EX- 
PLOITATION PIX. 

A  controversial  subject  that  has  caused 
more  comment  than  anything  else  in  the 
world  today  has  been  strongly  molded  to  the 
screen  in  this  release.  Banned  by  some  cen- 
sor boards,  the  picture  heralded  widely 
through  newspaper  channels,  should  find  a 
receptive  audience  if  exhibs.  exploit  it  prop- 
erly. The  screenplay  has  been  divested 
of  any  superfluous  matter  and  it  drives  its 
point  home  unrelentingly,  that  freedom  has 
been  lost  in  Germany  and  the  people  are 
slaves  of  a  ruthless  government.  Surpris- 
ingly enough,  as  a  picture,  entirely  apart 
from  its  aspect  as  a  semi-documentary  sub- 
ject, the  film  is  very  well  done.  The  cast 
is  good,  the  story  is  cohesive  and  there 
is  nothing  'quickie"  or  slipshod  about  it. 
Roland  Drew  is  excellent  in  the  principal 
role  and  he  is  capably  supported  by  Steffi 
Duna,  Allan  Ladd,  Greta  Granstedt,  Vernon 
Dent,  John  Ellis  and  a  large  cast.  Corrup- 
tion, greed,  brutality,  horror,  anti-semitism, 
anti-christianity,  and  everything  else  con- 
ceivable in  the  form  of  an  indictment  has 
been  worked  in.  The  story  itself  is  sim- 
ple. Drew  leads  an  anti-Nazi  movement. 
His  wife  is  to  have  a  baby  and  he  is 
trapped  by  the  Gestapo.  He  suffers,  escapes 
and  meets  his  wife  in  Switzerland  where  he 
can  continue  directing  the  movement,  free 
from  the  fear  of  the  Gestapo. 

CAST:  Roland  Drew,  Steffi  Duna,  Allan 
Ladd,  Vernon  Dent,  Greta  Granstedt,  Lucien 
Prival,  John  Ellis,  George  Rosener,  Bodil 
Rosing,  Hans  von  Twardowski,  Willie  Kauf- 
man, Hans  Joby,  Frederick  Gierman,  Henry 
von  Zynda,  John  Voight,  Hans  Schumm, 
John  Peters,  Hans  von  Morhart,  Walter 
Stahl,  Josef  Forte,  Francisco  Moran,  Fred 
Mellinger,  Dick  Wessel,  A.  Palasthy,  Walter 
Thiele,  Paul  Panzer,  Fred  Vogeding,  Abe 
Dinovitch,  Bob  Stevenson,  Anna  Lisa. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Producers  Pic- 
tures Corp.;  Director,  Sherman  Scott; 
Screenplay  based  on  a  story  by  Shepard 
Traube;  Cameraman,  Jack  Greenhalgh;  Edi- 
tors, Robert  Crandall  and  Holbrook  Todd. 

DIRECTION,  Strong.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Leichter  Prolongs  Stay 

Mitchell  Leichter,  of  Distributing 
Agency,  Hollywood,  is  continuing 
his  current  New  York  visit,  during 
which  he  is  selling  "She  Goes  To 
War,"  a  re-issue.  Current  releases 
being  handled  by  Leichter  also  in- 
clude the  Henry  King-directed  "Hell 
Harbor,"  and  "Sudan,"  an  African 
epic. 

Eight  films  are  on  the  1940-41 
line-up  listed  by  Leichter — "Bond 
Boy,"  "Kid  From  Montana,"  "Cave 
Girl,"  "Stain  On  The  Tapestry," 
"Love  Comes  Late,"  "School  Bus," 
"Drum-Majorette,"  and  "It  Must  Be 
Love."  John  Boyce-Smith  will  pro- 
duce. 


"Saga  of  Death 
Valley" 

with    Roy    Rogers,   George   "Gabby"    Hayes, 

Donald  Barry 
Republic  58   Mins. 

ACTIONFUL  WESTERN,  WELL  PRO- 
DUCED, IS  BEST  ROY  ROGERS  STARRER 
TO   DATE. 

Well  above  par,  this  new  Republic  west- 
ern is  probably  the  best  picture  Roy  Rogers 
has  been  in  to  date.  There  is  plenty  of 
action,  the  production  value  is  good,  the 
songs  are  pleasing  and  Rogers  gives  a  well 
rounded  performance.  His  supporting  cast 
is  fine,  with  "Gabby"  Hayes  in  his  usual 
standby  role.  Donald  Barry  gives  a  good 
performance  and  Frank  H.  Thomas  is  a 
suave  villain.  Camerawork  of  Jack  Marta 
also  deserves  mention,  with  photography 
of  the  picture  splendid  in  the  outdoor  se- 
quences. Rogers'  father  is  murdered  while 
Roger  is  a  boy  and  his  brother  is  kidnapped. 
He  returns  to  his  home  town  and  ranch 
when  grown  up  to  find  that  Thomas  runs 
the  valley  with  an  iron  hand  through  ter- 
rorism and  control  of  the  water  rights. 
Rogers  rounds  up  the  honest  ranchers  and 
finally  breaks  Thomas'  grip.  He  also  learns 
that  Thomas'  supposed  nephew  is  really 
his  own  brother  and  a  reconciliation  is 
effected   before   he  is  shot. 

CAST:  Roy  Rogers,  George  "Gabby" 
Hayes,  Donald  Barry,  Doris  Day,  Frank  M. 
Thomas,  Jack  Ingram,  Hal  Taliaferro,  Lew 
Kelly,  Fern  Emmett,  Tommy  Baker,  Buz 
Buckley. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer  and  Direc- 
tor, Joseph  Kane;  Screenplay,  Stuart  An- 
thony and  Karen  de  Wolf;  Original  Story, 
Karen  de  Wolf;  Cameraman,  Jack  Marta; 
Editor,    Lester    Orlebeck. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Rialto  Theater  Goes  Gala 
for  "Flying  Deuces"  Debut 

Sunlight  arcs  will  be  used  in  the 
Hollywood  premiere  manner  at  Ar- 
thur Mayer's  Rialto  Theater  tonight 
for  the  first  time  since  the  new 
house  opened  in  1936.  Ballyhoo 
marks  the  opening  there  of  the  new 
Boris  Morros  production,  "The  Fly- 
ing Deuces,"  starring  Laurel  and 
Hardy.  Last  film  to  be  so  launched 
was  at  the  old  Rialto  when  in  1932 
Cecil  B.  De  Mille's  "Sign  of  the 
Cross"  was  the  attraction. 


Wowra  Dies  In  Florida 

Barberton,  0. — Constantine  Wow- 
ra, 69,  died  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla., 
where  he  was  spending  the  Winter. 
Owner  of  the  Pastime  Theater  here, 
he  retired  as  manager  four  years 
ago.  His  widow,  five  daughters  and 
three  sons  survive. 


R.  A.  McDonald  Dead 

Wisconsin  Rapids,  Wis. — Robert 
A.  McDonald,  79,  retired  exhibitor  is 
dead.  McDonald  headed  the  Palace 
Theater  Co.  here  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1920.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  and  two  sons. 


"Torture  Ship" 

with    Lyle    Talbot,    Irving    Pichel, 

Jacqueline   Wells 

Producers  Pictures  Corp.  56!/2  Mins. 

ADAPTATION  OF  JACK  LONDON 
STORY  SHOULD  DO  OKAY  IN   HA^  J* 

While  failing  to  hold  all  the  suspense 
and  horror  of  the  Jack  London  story  from 
which  it  was  adapted,  this  film  has  enough 
punch  and  drama  to  satisfy  the  nabe  trade. 
Lyle  Talbot  is  adequate  in  the  role  of  a 
young  navy  officer  and  Irving  Pichel  is 
good  as  a  doctor.  Jacqueline  Wells  and 
Sheila  Bromley  do  all  right  by  the  feminine 
roles,  and  a  cast  of  well-known  character 
actors  capably  supports  the  principals. 
Pichel,  experimenting  with  human  beings 
on  the  theory  that  criminals  can  be  cured 
by  gland  inductions,  flees  the  country  on 
his  yacht  when  a  jury  investigation  threat- 
ens him.  He  gets  his  nephew,  Talbot,  who 
is  on  three  months'  leave  from  the  navy, 
to  come  with  him.  On  board  are  eight 
hardened  criminals.  There  is  mutiny,  death 
and  drama  in  fair  portions  before  Talbot 
gets  everything  under  control  and  heads 
for  land  again,  with  Jacqueline  proven  to 
be   an    innocent   bystander. 

CAST:  Lyle  Talbot,  Irving  Pichel,  Jac- 
queline Wells,  Sheila  Bromley,  Russell  Hop- 
ton,  Anthony  Averill,  Eddie  Holden,  Wheel- 
er Oakman,  Leander  de  Cordova,  Dmitri 
Alexis,  Skelton  Knaggs,  Adia  Kuznetzoff, 
Stanley  Blystone,  William  Chapman  Fred 
Walton. 

CREDITS:  Producer  Pictures  Corp.  Pro- 
duction; Director,  Victor  Halperin;  Cam- 
eraman, Jack  Greenhalgh;  Editor,  Holbrook 
Todd. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  O.K. 


Heymann  Fetes  the  Press 

Harvest"  Goes  2  Mos. 


as 


Andre  Heymann,  president  of  the 
French  Cinema  Center,  entertained 
representatives  of  the  metropolitan 
dailies,  trade  press,  fan  and  national 
magazines  at  a  dinner  last  night  in 
Felix's  23  East  39th  St.,  to  cele- 
brate the  two-months-run  mark  of 
the  feature,  "Harvest,"  at  the 
World  Theater,  where  it  is  still 
playing. 

Among  those  attending  the  dinner 
were  Frank  Nugent,  Bosley  Crow- 
ther,  B.  R.  Crisler,  Dorothy  Mast- 
ers, Robert  Mintz,  Al  Selig,  Jesse 
Zunser,  William  Boehnel,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Llewelyn,  F.  B.  Summers,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leonce  Armand;  Gilbert 
Josephson,  owner  of  the  World  The- 
ater; Charles  Jahrblum,  film  editor 
for  "Harvest";  and  Hal  Lehrman 
and  Herman  G.  Weinberg,  of  French 
Cinema  Center. 


Party  for  Jane  Bryan 

W.  G.  van  Schmus  was  host  last 
night  at  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall 
at  a  party  in  honor  of  Warner  Bros.' 
new  star,  Jane  Bryan,  whose  pic- 
ture, "We  Are  Not  Alone,"  is  soon 
to  be  screened  at  that  theater.  The 
Warner  promotional  department  was 
out  in  force,  including  S.  Charles 
Einfeld,  Carl  Leserman,  Gradwell  L. 
Sears.  Members  of  the  trade  press, 
the  fan  magazines  and  the  metro- 
politan   daily   press   also   attended. 
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DEBUT  FOR  (GWTW" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nounced  yesterday.  The  David  0. 
Seb-^ick  picture  will  play  double 
enablements  in  New  York,  Los  An- 
geles and  Boston,  with  additional 
openings  in  Cincinnati,  Reading  and 
Harrisburg. 

The  Broadway  engagement  launch- 
es a  new  departure  in  policy.  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  will  play  on  a  two- 
a-day,  reserved  seat  basis,  beginning 
on  Dec.  19  at  the  Astor  simultane- 
ous with  the  opening  at  the  Capitol 
where  it  will  play  from  morning  un- 
til midnight  on  an  unreserved  seat 
policy.  Top  price  at  the  Astor  will 
be  $2.20  and  $1.10  top  at  the  Cap- 
itol. 

Twin  openings  at  the  State  and 
Orpheum  in  Boston  are  scheduled 
for  Dec.  21.  The  State  will  offer  the 
picture  twice  daily  at  reserved  seats, 
while  the  Orpheum  will  play  it  twice 
daily,  reserved  seats  available  at 
night  only. 

The  Carthay  Circle  and  United 
Artists  open  the  picture  in  Los  An- 
geles on  Dec.  28,  twice  daily  at  the 
Carthay  and  three-a-day  at  the 
United  Artists,  the  latter  on  an  un- 
reserved   seat   policy. 

The  Cincinnati  booking  calls  for 
a  three-a-day,  unreserved  seat  en- 
gagement, starting  on  Dec.  21  at  the 
Capitol  Theater,  simultaneous  with 
the  premieres  in  Reading  and  Har- 
risburg, the  former  on  a  two-a-day 
reserved  seat  policy  and  the  latter 
on  a  three-a-day. 

Intermissions  of  a  half  hour  be- 
tween shows  is  to  be  the  general  rule 
in    all   theaters. 


AAAA  Hires  Accountant 
to  Plan  "One  Big  Union' 


In  a  surprise  move  the  AAAA  this 
week  discharged  the  committee 
working  on  a  consolidation  plan  and 
hired  an  accountant  to  work  out  a 
plan  which  would  be  acceptable  to 
the  member  unions.  It  is  believed 
that  executives  felt  an  outside  fac- 
tor would  prove  completely  impar- 
tial, and  not  be  hampered  in  any 
way  by  internal  politics  in  drawing 
up  the  "one  big  union"  plan. 

Ken  Thomson,  executive  secretary 
of  the  SAG,  flew  to  the  Coast  last 
night  after  a  week's  huddle  with 
AAAA  execs. 


Sad,  Plaintiff  ISote 

That  a  film  theater  isn't  an  opera 
house,  just  because  it  shows  "horse 
ooeras,"  appears  to  be  the  basis  for 
the  sage  decision  handed  down  in  Clay- 
ton, Mo.,  by  St.  Louis  County  Circuit 
Judge  John  J.  Wolfe.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain tax  exemption  of  $100  for  each  of 
four  small-town  houses  of  the  St.  Louis 
Amusement  Co.,  legal  counsel  tried  to 
evoke  a  64-year-old  statute  which  pro- 
vides "that  no  tax  shall  be  levied 
or  collected  .  .  .  upon  any  theatrical 
or  minstrel  performance  held  in  any 
village  opera  house,"  but  His  Honor 
mixed     the     contention. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Newsfronts  of  War— 1940" 


RKO 


18  mins. 


Interesting  Insight  on  World 
Coverag«  by  Press  Services 

Tracing  the  history  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Press  back  to  the  day  of  its 
inception,  this  new  March  of  Time 
release  graphically  shows  the  part 
the  service  plays  today  in  covering 
the  world  for  its  member  owners. 
Picture  is  especially  timely  now  with 
the  eyes  of  the  world  on  Europe  and 
the  Far  East.  Reel  shows  the  loca- 
tions of  the  service's  entire  list  of 
staff  writers  throughout  the  world, 
and  then  how  the  far-flung  commun- 
ications system  operates.  Cables, 
phones,  teletypes,  radio,  telegraph 
and  every  known  method  of  com- 
munication are  all  co-ordinated  in 
the  Associated  system,  with  pictures 
handled  as  easily  as  the  news.  Pic- 
ture also  introduces  the  operating 
heads  of  the  organization.  Done 
with  an  excellent  dramatic  build-up 
and  well  chosen  music,  the  reel  is 
entertaining. 


*  SERIAL   * 


"Zorro's  Fighting  Legion" 
Republic  18  mins.  per  episode 

Rousing  Action  Meller  Should  Please 

Starting  off  with  a  bang,  this 
serial  promises  to  be  chock  full  of 
action  and  thrills.  Picture  revives 
Zorro,  mask,  whip  and  all,  cutting  his 
Z's  on  the  villains'  faces.  Always 
one  of  the  great  meller  attractions, 
the  Zorro  idea  should  go  over  big 
with  the  juve  trade  particularly. 
Picture  is  laid  in  the  Mexico  of 
Juarez,  when  the  young  republic  was 
trying  to  establish  itself.  Indians, 
treachery  on  the  part  of  local  offi- 
cials, crooked  soldiers  and  the  entire 
rigmarole  of  villainy  necessary  for 
excitement  have  been  worked  into 
the  story.  Reed  Hadley  is  good  as 
Zorro.  He  is  capably  supported  by 
a  cast  of  seasoned  performers  includ- 
ing, Sheila  Darcy,  William  Corson 
and  C.  Montague  Shaw.  First  chap- 
ter runs  30  minutes  with  succeeding 
chapters  approximately  18  minutes 
each.    There  are  12  chapters  in  all. 

Another  Job  for  Pitts 

Fredericksburg,  Va. — Benjamin  T. 
Pitts,  theater  circuit  operator,  has 
been  appointed  by  Governor  Price 
to  the  State  Port  Authority  for  the 
term  ending  June  20,  1940.  Pitts, 
a  former  president  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  a  direc- 
tor of  the  State  Chamber,  is  an 
Elk,  Kiwanian,  bank  director,  presi- 
dent of  the  local  broadcasting  sta- 
tion and  president  of  the  Skyline  Na- 
tional  Battlefield   Tour  Association, 


*    FORCIGn    * 


'Shore' 


with   E.  Samoilov,   I.   Skuratov 
Amkino  92  Mins. 

DOCUMENTARY  STORY  OF  RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION  HAS  STIRRING  ACTION. 

Dealing  with  the  course  of  rebellion  and 
civil  war  in  the  Ukraine  from  1917  to  1919, 
this  new  Russian  release  has  plenty  of  stir- 
ring action  to  offset  a  rather  sprawling 
continuity.  The  characterizations  by  the 
cast  are  excellent  and  the  battle  scenes  are 
good.  Alexander  Dovzhenko  directs  the 
picture  forcefully  wherever  there  is  any 
Action,  but  the  dramatic  aspects  of  the  film 
lag  as  the  continuity  of  the  script  wand- 
ers. Apparently  the  film  was  produced 
some  time  ago  as  it  does  not  deal  very 
pleasantly  with  the  Germans,  who  are  de- 
picted as  arch  enemies  of  the  Soviet  Re- 
public, and  they  take  a  sound  trouncing 
at  the  hands  of  the  red  army.  The  cus- 
tomary propaganda  expected  in  all  Rus- 
sian pictures  is  present,  but  it  is  held  down 
to  factual  exploitation  of  the  Russian 
achievements  and  feats  of  arms.  Story  it- 
self deals  almost  entirely  with  the  course 
of  action  taken  by  the  army  to  defeat  the 
White   Russians  and   their  allies. 

CAST:  E.  Samoilov,  I.  Skuratov,  A.  Khvilia, 
F.  Ishenko,  N.  Nikitina,  A.  Borisoglebskaya. 

CREDITS:  Kiev  Film  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Alexander  Dovzhenko.  Presented  at  the 
Cameo  Theater  with  Russian  dialogue  and 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Screenings  Plug  "Lion" 

Special  screenings  for  Prime  Min- 
ister Mackenzie  and  all  members 
of  his  cabinet  plus  heads  of  the  Can- 
adian and  Australian  air  forces  in 
Ottawa  brought  Dominion  attention 
to  "The  Lion  Has  Wings,"  which  has 
its  premiere  in  Toronto  tonight. 
An  official  press  screening  in 
Toronto  gave  further  impetus  to  the 
campaign  which  was  conducted  by 
Monroe  Greenthal,  exploitation  di- 
rector  of  United   Artists. 


TO  RESUME  CANADIAN 
CLEARANCE  PARLEYS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  negotiations  will  soon  lead  to 
the  point  where  a  joint  meeting  to 
settle  this  matter  will  bring  to- 
gether not  only  the  distributor  and 
APL  officers,  but  also  execs  of  Fam- 
ous   Players    Canadian. 


B  &  K  Sets  Stage  Features 
for  Chicago  and  State  Lake 

Chicago — Max  Turner,  B  &  K 
booker,  reports  plans  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  year  for  Chicago  and 
State  Lake  theater  stage  shows  are 
among  the  most  ambitious  in  cir- 
cuit's history.  Ted  Weems  and 
band  headlines  this  week's  Chicago 
stage  bill,  to  be  followed,  in  turn, 
by  Dick  Powell,  Johnny  "Scatt"  Da- 
vis and  the  Anderson  sisters.  State 
Lake  has  Cab  Calloway  and  his  re- 
vue currently.  To  follow  are  the 
Dead  End  Kids,  Anson  Weeks  and 
his  band  and  Rito  Rio  and  Toby 
Wing. 


Detroit  Exhibs.  Follow 

Policy  of  Extended  Runs 

Detroit — Extended  runs  are  in  ef- 
fect generally  at  first-runs  here,  with 
most  films  of  any  drawing  power 
bping  held. 

This  week's  first-run  holdovers 
paual  the  year's  record  of  four — 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington," 
in  a  fourth  week  at  the  Adams; 
"Remember"  moving  from  the 
United  Artists  to  the  Palms-State; 
"Lucrezia  Borgia"  at  the  Cinema 
and  "Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  at 
the  Fox  both  holding  over. 

Fight  Va.  Ban  on  "Hitler" 

Richmond,  Va.  —  Following  the 
second  rejection  by  the  State  Board 
of  Censorship  of  its  application  to 
permit  the  showing  of  "Hitler — 
Beast  of  Berlin,"  Trio-Preferred, 
distributor  in  this  territory,  has 
taken  the  case  to  the  City  Circuit 
Court.  Screening  will  be  held  for 
the  court  on  Saturday,  and  Col.  Rob- 
ert T.  Barton,  counsel  for  the  dis- 
tributors, will  present  his  brief. 


Answer  America's  Demand  for 
Good  Sound  with  the  Best! 


r.'i  ■ 
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&/RCAPH0T0PH0NE 
MAGIC  VOICE  of  the  SCREEN 

with  Rotary  Stabilizer  plus— 

SHOCK-PROOF  DRIVE 


Styled  and 
priced  for 
theatres 

of  every  size 

• 

Better  sound  means 

better  box  office. .and 

RCA  tubes  mean 

better  sound 


RCA  Manufacturing  Company,  Inc. 

CAMDEN,  N.  J.  •  A  SERVICE  OF  RADIO  CORPORATION  OF  AMERICA 


HISTORY 
REPEATED 


PLUS-X,  Super-XX,  and  Background -X 
have  established  themselves  firmly  as  the 
favorite  raw  films  of  the  industry.  In  do- 
ing so  they  have  repeated  the  history  of 
Eastman  films  of  other  days.  And  they 
have  done  it  through  the  same  means: 
unmatched  photographic  quality,  com- 
pletely trustworthy  uniformity.  Eastman 
Kodak  Company,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  (J.  E. 
Brulatour,  Inc.,  Distributors,  Fort  Lee, 
Chicago,   Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 
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PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  all  difficult  shots 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 
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Intimate  in  Character 
international  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


218  Percent  Drop  in  Canadian  Indies  in  Eight  Years 

BRITAIOEFREEZES"  50*  OF  U.  S.  FILMJEVENUE 

To  Discuss  New  RFC  Loan  for  Grand  National  Today 


Fromberg  Elected  Temporary 

Trustee;  to  Act  Only  If 

Plan  Fails 

E.  W.  Hammons,  president  of 
Grand  National,  T.  Kennedy  Steven- 
son, Erpi  president,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  RFC  are  scheduled  to 
meet  today  for  the  purpose  of  ar- 
ranging the  mechanics  of  a  new  loan 
to  GN.  It  was  explained  at  a  meet- 
ing of  creditors  on  Friday  that  com- 
mitments by  the  RFC  to  GN  had  been 
cancelled  on  Nov.  9,  but  that  the 
Government  agency  would  consider 
another   application. 

Harry  Fromberg  was  elected  ten- 
tative trustee  of  the  company,  with 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


LOEW  "FAMILY  PARTY" 
SHOWMANSHIP  LAUD 


Managers,  assistant  managers  and 
district  managers  of  Loew's  Thea- 
ters in  the  New  York  area  —  200 
strong — forgot  last  night  about  the 
problems  of  entertaining  New  York's 
millions  of  moviegoers  and  devoted 
from  midnight  to  dawn  to  entertain- 
ing themselves. 

And  at  press  time,  the  party  was 
still  going  strong. 

The    Loew    Theater    organization 

'Continued  on  Page  3) 

Randforce  Scouts  Charge 

of  Conspiracy  by  Folly 

Randforce  Amusement  Corp.  filed 
answer  on  Wednesday  in  the  Fed- 
eral Court  to  the  suit  of  Folly 
Amusement  Holding  Corp.  which 
seeks  $750,000  treble  damages 
against  it,  the  eight  majors,  Mono- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Spain's  CIFESA  to  Finish 
20  to  34  Pix  This  Season 


Valencia  (By  Cable) — Compania 
Industrial  Film  Espanol,  Sociedad 
Anonima  (CIFESA),  will  complete 
a  minimum  of  20  and  a  maximum  of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


"I/,"    Levy   Talking 

Universal  and  Jules  Levy  are  nego- 
tiating on  a  deal  which  would  make  Levy 
a  producer  but  the  pact  has  not  been 
completed,  President  Nate  Blumberg  said 
on  Wednesday  in  answer  to  reports  that 
a  deal  had  been  signed.  Blumberg 
leaves   today   for   the  Coast. 


MAY  SETTLE  STUDIO 
WAGE  RIFT  TODAY 


Wes>    toast    Bureau   of   THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Some  observers  be- 
lieve today's  conference  on  the  stu- 
dio wage  controversy  will  result  in 
a  full  settlement  while  others  believe 
there  is  a  slight  possibility  that  the 
producers  will  succeed  in  having  ac- 
tion deferred  until  the  studio  basic 
agreement  conference  at  Newark  on 
Dec.  6. 

Meyer  Lewis,  Western  representa- 

i Continued  on  Page  8) 


Ohio  ITO  Urges  Exhib.  Aid 
in  Opposing  Studio  Unions 

Columbus  —  "Theater  owners 
should  co-operate  with  the  produc- 
ers in  their  present  efforts  to  re- 
pulse the  demands  of  the  studio 
unions,"  ITO  of  Ohio  declares  in  a 
service    bulletin    to    its    members. 

Pete    J.    Wood,    secretary,    offers 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


To  be   Based  on  Average  of  Last  Three  Years — 

Remainder  to  be  Supervised  by  Control  Body — 

U.  S.  Cos.  Won't  Hike  Rentals 

London  (By  Cable) — Oliver  Stanley,  president  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  announced  here  on  Wednesday  the  British  Govern- 
ment's decision  to  permit  50  per  cent  of  the  revenue  accruing 
from  American  film  commerce  in  the  U.  K.  to  be  remitted  to  U,  S. 

producers  and  distributors. 

The  decision,  of  great  import  to 
both  the  American  and  British  wings 
of  the  industry  alike,  had  been 
eagerly  awaited  for  weeks,  during 
which  representatives  of  the  U.  S. 
interests,  with  the  co-operative  aid 
of  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  American 
ambassador,  made  frequent  pro- 
posals. 

Stanley's  announcement  was  in  the 
form   of   a    letter   to    Sir   Frederick 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


UA  THEATERS  REPORT 
PROFIT  OF  $138,811 


A  net  income  of  $138,811.93  after 
deducting  all  charges  was  reported 
Wednesday  by  United  Artists  Thea- 
ter Circuit,  Inc.,  for  the  year  ended 
Aug.  31,  1939.  This  compares  with 
a  net  of  $148,743.37  for  the  year 
ended  Aug.  31,  1938. 

The  company's  net  before  deduct- 
ing interest,  depreciation,  amortiza- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Twin  City  Selling  Impasse 
Ended  by  "Alternate"  Policy 

Minneapolis  —  Selling  impasse 
which  developed  here  when  _  Twin 
City  subsequents  took  exception  to 
Warners  demands  for  four  pix  at 
35  per  cent  is  in  the  fadeout  stage 
as  a  result  of  an  "alternate  policy" 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Canadian  Indie  Houses  Drop  21.8% 
in  Eight  Years/  Only  58%  on  Full  Time 


Para,  to  Air  "Geronimo" 
Premiere  Over  65  Stations 


Paramount  has  contracted  with 
Mutual  Broadcasting  Co.  to  air  the 
initial  showing  of  the  wild  west  film, 
"Geronimo,"  over  65  stations  tomor- 
row night  from  10:30-10:45.  Aim- 
ing, it  was  said,  to  catch  the  Christ- 
mas holiday  trade,  the  movie  will  be 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Montreal  —  Trend  in  Canada  is 
definitely  away  from  the  indepen- 
dent to  the  multiple  operation  of 
theaters.  While  71.8  per  cent  of 
the  theaters  operated  in  1930  were 
owned  singly,  this  group  has  de- 
creased to  54.3  per  cent  in  1937  and 
the  50.0  per  cent  in  1938.  Two  and 
three-unit  groups  operated  92  the- 
aters in  1930,  119  in  1937  and  156 
in   1938.      Firms  operating  four  or 

{Continued  on  Page  8) 


ITOA  HOUSES  WOULD 
RESCIND  ROOTH  TILT 


Individual  members  of  ITOA  may 
ask  that  hearings  be  reopened  with 
Local  306  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  10  per  cent  wage  increase  for 
operators  set  aside.  Complaints 
against  the  wage  hike  have  been 
registered  with  the  ITOA  office,  some 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


'Our  Town"  Starts  Jan.  8; 
to  be  in  Black  and  White 


Production  on  "Our  Town"  gets 
under  way  on  Jan.  8  at  either  the 
United  Artists  or  Selznick  studio, 
Sol  Lesser,  producer,  said  in  New- 
York    on    Wednesday.       Lesser    an- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


U.  S. -Japan  Commercial  Pact 
Will  Be  Allowed  to  Lapse 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Whatever  chance 
existed  for  the  initiation  of  confer- 
ences aimed  at  a  renewal  of  the  U. 
S.-Japan  commercial  treaty  appeared 
to  be  shattered  here  on  Wednesday 
when    Acting    Secretary    of    State 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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f  innnciflL 

{QUOTATIONS   AS   OF    WEDNESDAY) 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2y2%)    7%      7'/8      7'/8     

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 

Con.    Fm.    Ind iy8       iy8       U/s—     Vs 

Con.  Fm.  Ind.  pfd 

East.    Kodak    166y4  165       166         

do    pfd 

Gen.     Th.     Eq 12'/2     12i/2     12y2  —     l/4 

Loew's,    Inc 36        35V2     36         

do    pfd 1065/8  1063/g  1063/g  —     y4 

Paramount    8%       8'/2       8'/2     

Paramount    1st    pfd..   90        90        90      —     '/2 
Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9%       9%       9y8   +     >/g 

Pathe    Film    11%     11         liy8   +     l/8 

RKO     1%       iy2       ly,      

20th    Century-Fox    ..    133/4     13%     13%   +     y4 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 71         71         71       —     % 

Warner  Bros 4'/8       4  4      —     Va 

do    pfd 46'/4     46y4     46y4  —     % 

NEW   YORK   BOND   MARKET 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101'/2  1 01  Vs   101 '/2   +     '/4 
Loew's    deb.    3y2s46.103       103       103       +     % 

Para.   B'way  3s55...   47%     47y4     47'/4     

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47  86y8     86y2     86'/2  —     % 

RKO     6s41      

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48  83l/2     83'/2     83y2  —     </2 
NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1%       1%       1%   +     Vs 

Technicolor     12%     12         12'/4  +     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3  3  3  

Universal    Picts 9'/2       9y2       9'/2   +     y2 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe     Film     7     pfd 100'/2  104 

Fox  Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd   deb.   '45.   66         68 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 63         65 


• 

PROGRESS 
FILM   LIBRARY 

■ 

STO€X  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 

Conveniently  Catalogued 

■ 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

•  •  •  WELL,  23  States  have  all  but  finished  gobbling  the  gobbler 
save  the  cold  turkey,  the  inescapable  hash and  the  anti- 
climactic   pot   of   soup The   next   stop   is   Christmas with    the 

annual  headache  for  your  Uncle  Sam who  sees  that  presents  and 

greeting    cards get    to    their    destinations How    your    Uncle 

down  in  Washington  does  it is  very  interestingly  divulged  via  the 

new   short   subject "Couriers   of   the   Nation" which   Emerson 

Yorke  produced,  directed and  even  penned  the  commentary 

Mister  Yorke  shows  the  365-day  workings  of  the  Post  Office  Dapt 

and  you  can  well  believe  at  the  f ootage's  finale the  truth  of  thai 

famous  slogan  engraved  in  the  granite  of  Pa  Knickerbocker's  main  p.o. 

down  on  8th  Ave "Neither  Snow  Nor  Rain  Nor  Heat  Nor  Gloom  Of 

Night Stays  These   Couriers   From  the   Swift   Completion   Of   Their 

Appointed  Rounds" The  tab  reel  was  made  for  the  Golden  Gate 

Exposition where  it  will  be  a  "feature"  at  that  big  show  in   1940. 

V  V  T 

•  •      •     WHEN  this  industry  wants  a  slogan the  boys  just 

coin  one But  not  Uncle  Sam For  that  snow,  rain,  heat 

and  night  "line" was  actually  concocted  by  ole  Herodotus . . . . 

'way  back  in  AQQ-and-something  B.  C 

V  V  ▼ 

•  •  •  EDWARD  SMALL  has  signed  Victor  McLaglen  for  a  role 
in  forthcoming  "Kit  Carson".  .  .  •  Osa  (Mrs.  Martin)  Johnson  treks  into 
the  jungles  of  Manhattan  this  a.m.  from  the  wilds  of  a  lecture  tour.  .  . 

•  Arnold   Van   Leer,    exploiteer   de   luxe,    arranged   that   Thanksgiving 

Eve  invasion  by  the  National  Council  of  Teachers  of  English of  the 

Astor  Theater to  see  "The  Mill  on  the  Floss".  .  .     •   Advance  sale 

of  tickets  for  the  Musicians  Union  Annual  Medical  Fund  Festival 

In  Madison  Sq.  Garden  this  Monday  night  coming  up indicates   a 

capacity  audience 


Ardmore,  Columbus,  Sues 
UA,  Alleging  Pact  Breach 

Columbus,  O.  —  United  Artists 
has  been  sued  in  Common  Pleas 
Court  for  $25,275  by  the  Ard- 
more Amusement  Corp.,  operators 
of  the  Bexley  Theater,  on  charges 
of  breach  of  contract.  The  petition 
alleged  UA  agreed  to  sell  the  Bex- 
ley  exclusive  first-run  in  the  suburb, 
but  instead  had  sold  to  the  Drexel 
Theater,  a  Chesbrough  circuit  house. 

Cited  were  "Goldwyn  Follies  of 
1938,"  $15,155  damages  asked;  "Ad- 
ventures of  Marco  Polo,"  $5,120 
damages;  and  an  additional  $5,000  on 
five  London  productions,  one  Korda 
and  one  Wanger.  When  the  "Fol- 
lies" print  was  not  delivered  the 
theater  was  forced  to  close  on  other 
play  dates,  it  was  claimed.  It  was 
impossible  to  arrange  substitute 
prints,  the  petition  claimed. 

Para.  Declares  Dividends 
On  First  and  Second  Pfd. 


Paramount's  board  of  directors  on 
Wednesday  declared  the  regular 
quarterly  dividend  of  $1.50  per  share 
on  the  first  preferred  stock  and  the 
regular  quarterly  dividend  of  15 
cents  per  share  on  the  second  pre- 
ferred. Dividends  are  payable  Dec. 
26  to  stockholders  of  record  at  the 
close  of  business  Dec.  8. 


Expect  Neb.  Ascap  Action 
Decision  Before  Month  Ends 


COmMG  ADD  GOMG 


CHARLES  EINFELD,  director  of  advertising 
and  publicity  for  Warners,  leaves  today  for 
the  Coast,  stopping  off  in  Chicago  for  huddles 
wtih  Balaban  &  Katz  executives  on  Warner 
product. 

FRED  MEYER'S,  chief  film  booker  £"  \KO 
theaters,    leaves   for   the   Coast   today. 

JOHN  W.  HICKS,  Paramount  foreign  chieftain, 
leaves  for  Hollywood  today  for  studio  confer- 
ences. 

W.  F.  RODGERS,  Metro  sales  chieftain,  is 
scheduled  to  leave  today  for  Chicago.  He  will 
be  accompanied  by  TOM  CONNORS.  HOWARD 
DIET2.  ED  SAUNDERS,  ED  AARON,  M.  L. 
SIMON  and  J.  S.  McCLOUD.  They  will  return 
to  New  York  at  the  conclusion  of  the  company's 
midseason   sales   huddles   in   that  city. 

EDWARD  T.  LOEW,  Paramount  producer,  has 
returned  to  the  studio  after  a  vacation  at  his 
family's    home    in    Mississippi. 

ROBERT  ROSSON  arrives  here  early  next 
week    from    the    Coast. 

DENISON  CLIFT,  writer,  has  returned  to  the 
Coast   after  a    lengthy   stay   in    England. 

LAMAR  TROTTI,  20th-Fox  writer,  arrives 
here    today    from    Hollywood    for    a    vacation. 

MITCH    LEICHTER    left    New    York    Wednes- 
|  day    night    for   a    swing    through    the    South    to 
set  dates   on   his   newest   release,   "She   Goes  To 
War." 

CONSTANCE    BENNETT   is   at   the   Waldorf. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  Vitaphone  sales  man- 
ager, has  left  the  Coast  after  studio  confabs, 
and  will  hold  sales  meetings  in  a  number  of 
key  cities  before  he  returns  to  New  York. 

BARBARA  STANWYCK  and  ROBERT  TAYLOR 
will  attend  the  Metro  Saturday  meetings  at  the 
Drake    Hotel. 


Night 

and 

Day! 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Show  business  is 
expectant  of  an  early  decision  in  the 
anti-Ascap  case  here,  Judge  Munger 
this  week  saying  the  other  two 
judges,  who  were  with  him  during 
the  test  case  on  the  bench,  would  be 
ready  to  sit  with  him  and  iron  out 
the   decision  soon. 

Ascap  has  been  operating  in  Neb- 
raska under  an  injunction  granted 
in  1937  (June),  when  the  test  was 
sought  to  determine  constitutional- 
ity. State  wants  the  injunction 
hauled  off,  and  Ascap  ruled  out  of 
Nebraska   as  a  legal  business. 

Indications  are  that  the  decision 
will  be  announced  this  month. 
Judges  Gardner  and  Donohoe  were 
benched  with  Munger  at  the  presen- 
tation of  the  case. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Time* 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

««fc  MILTON  BERLE 

and   TEDDY    HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum   and   Harry   Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.   Wed.  &  Sat 


You  get  Top-Speed  Service  by 

R  A I LWAY 

Express 

rilms  — talkies,  silents,  features,  news- 
reels— are  handled  with  care  at  top  speed 
by  dependable  RAILWAY  EXPRESS.  You 
teat  countless  deadlines  day  and  night 
by  this  complete,  convenient,  nation- 
vide  rov-te.  Economical  express  rates 
include  pick-up  and  delivery  in  all  cities 
and  principal  towns  and  double-receipt 
security.  Whatever  your  requirements— 
for  scheduled  or  special  shipments— just 
phone  your  local  Railway  EXPRESS 
office  for  service  right  to  your  door. 

For  3-mile-a-minute  speed,  use 
Air  Express  —  2500  miles  overnight.' 

1839 . . .  A  Century  of  Service. . .  1939 

Railway 

Express  \ 

AGENCY,  IXC. 


Friday,  November  24,  1939 


T,  DEFREEZES  50% 
OF  II.  S.  PIX  REVENUE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Whyte,  chairman  of  the  Films  Coun- 
cil. *  Wrote  Stanley:  "During  the 
period.  Nov.  1,  1939,  to  Oct.  31,  1940, 
con  '~';Jiies  will  be  authorized  to  re- 
mit At  dollars  an  amount  represent- 
ing 50  per  cent  cf  their  past  remit- 
tances, based  on  the  average  of  the 
past  three  years." 

Control  Body  to  be  Set  Up 
Unremitted  balance  of  50  per  cent 
will  be  supervised  by  a  control  or- 
ganization composed  of  distributors 
and  the  Board  of  Trade. 

It  is  pointed  out  here  by  sources 
close  to  British  finance  that  in  every 
practical  sense  the  final  arbiter  of 
the  disposition  of  the  unremitted  50 
per  cent  will  be  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, and  what  that  body  will  de- 
cree with  respect  to  such  vital  ques- 
tions as  to  whether  the  American 
companies  will  be  allowed  to  pay  off 
old  obligations  or  acquire  film  the- 
ater properties  out  of  the  50  per 
cent  retained  in  Britain  is  being 
watched  with  unusual  interest. 

An  aspect  of  the  Stanley  an- 
nouncement which  bears  a  measure 
of  relief  to  U.  S.  distributors  is 
that  foreign  exchange  derived  from 
the  overseas  distribution  of  British- 
made  pictures  will  remain  at  the  dis- 
posal of  American  companies. 

The  present  quota  provisions  in 
the  1938  Cinematograph  Films  Act, 
will  continue  to  March  31,  next,  and. 
in  the  meantime,  the  industry  will 
devise  alternative  methods  of  meet- 
ing quota  requirements.  Whether 
American  companies  will  be  relieved 
of  the  necessity  of  engaging  in 
British  production  is  a  question  to 
which  the  future  alone  holds  the 
answer. 

Figure,  Cause  for  Thanksgiving 
Although  American  distribs.  were 
scarcely   inclined   to    cheer    the    cur- 
tailment  of  remittances,    there   was 
cause  for  thanksgiving  in  the  figure 
finally  fixed.    Originally,  20  per  cent 
was  suggested,  it  is  understood. 
(The  Film  Daily  on  Nov.  2 
first  reported  that  counter  pro- 
posals by  U.  S.  interests  had  pro- 
gressed  to   the   point   where    50 
per   cent  was   indicated    as    the 
likely  figure.) 

Significance  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment's revenue  edict  is  realized 
by  examination  of  U.  S.  film  reve- 
nues in  this  market  during  past 
years.  It  is  generally  conceded  that 
a  gross  of  $50,000,000  accrued  an- 
nually to  American  companies, 
whose  net  was  approximately  $35,- 
000,000  each  year.  Drop  of  some  20 
per  cent  in  the  value  of  the  Pound 
Sterling,  and  the  dip  of  film  trade 
here,  estimated  at  from  20  per  cent 
to  40  per  cent,  since  the  war's  out- 
break, leaves  in  doubt  how  much 
the  50  per  cent  now  permitted  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  country  will 
amount  to,  but  it  is  cei-tain  to  be 
considerably  less  than  the  $17,500,- 
000  which  would  be  half  the  usual 
net. 

No  Hike  In  Film  Rentals 
American   companies    gave    assur- 


NBC  to  Telecast  Three  Feature  Pictures 

NBC-RCA  television  program  for  next  week  includes  telecasts  of  three  feature 
films  and  five  shorts.  Majestic's  1933  pix,  "World  Cone  Mad"  is  set  for  Sunday  night, 
the  French  pix,  "Mayeiling"  for  Thursday  night  and  Hollywood  Prod.'s  "Harlem  Rides 
the   Range,"   made  this  year,   for   Friday  night. 


ances  during  the  remittance  negotia- 
tions that  they  would  not  "hike"' 
rentals  for  U.  S.  product  in  the 
British  market  should  a  product 
shortage   develop,   Stanley   disclosed. 

British  anxiety  over  product  avail- 
ability has  existed  virtually  since  the 
outbreak  of  hostilities.  The  CEA 
Executive  Committee  recently  re- 
ported that  an  acute  shortage  of 
films  was  in  prospect,  estimating 
that  only  384  foreign  films  and  72 
British  films  will  be  available  for 
che  current  year.  This  represents  a 
drop  of  117  foreign  and  83  British. 

The  CEA  committee  report  said 
pointedly:  "With  fewer  than  600  long 
films  a  year  available,  the  exhibiting 
industry  cannot  function  profitably. 
Of  these,  at  least  10  per  cent  need 
to  be  actual  first  features  and  a 
further  10  per  cent  possible  first 
features.  The  remaining  80  per 
cent  should  all  be  second  features, 
but  in  practice  about  50  per  cent  of 
the  total  supply  is  found  to  come 
into    this    category." 

See   Little   Drop   In   Imports 

The  extent  remittance  restrictions 
will  affect  American  film  imports  is 
a  matter  of  keen  speculation.  Best 
guess  here  is  that  U.  S.  distribs.  if 
they  curtail  at  all  will  do  so  in  the 
instance  of  lesser  product.  "A"  pix 
vvill  continue  to  come  through  in  a 
steady  flow,  it  is  expected. 

Problem  of  British  production  re- 
mains unsolved.  While  20  out  of  26 
studios  have  been  taken  over  by  the 
Government  for  war  purposes,  or  are 
earmarked  for  such  use,  British  pro- 
ducers are  ready  to  resume  shooting 
onca  Government  policy  is  defined. 
Associated  British  has  a  schedule 
ready  at  Welwyn  and  Legeran  Films 
at  Denham.  Gainsborough,  Butch- 
er's, Anglo-American,  Pathe,  Grand 
National  are  others  prepared  to  re- 
sume. British  Lion  will  shift  from 
Be:consfield  to  another  studio. 


Siudio  Execs.  Refer  Comments 
on  Britain's  Stand  to  H.  O. 

I! 'est    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — At  Paramount  late 
Wednesday  Y.  Frank  Freeman  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  50  per 
cent  remittance  allowed  by  Great 
Britain  to  be  sent  over  here  would 
be  of  dollars  rather  than  pounds  be- 
cause of  even  further  possible  shrink- 
age of  the  value  of  the  pound  as  ex- 
pressed in  dollars.  He  said  currency 
restrictions  would  naturally  affect 
the  amount  of  money  to  be  spent  in 
Hollywood,  but  that  the  matter  would 
be  considered  in  detail  with  the  ar- 
rival here  next  week  of  Paramount 
officials. 

Murray  Silverstone,  UA  prexy, 
here  from  New  York,  declined  to 
comment  on  Great  Britain's  deci- 
sion, stating  that  he  was  not  familiar 
with  the  details  and  would  need  time 
to   study  the  problem. 

At    the    20th    Century-Fox    a    re- 


Loew  "Family  Party"  Pays 
Tribute  to  Showmanship 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

threw  a  Thanksgiving  beefsteak  din- 
ner and  dance  in  the  Starlight  Roof 
of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  It 
was  strictly  a  "family  party"  for  the 
managerial  staffs  of  the  New  York 
circuit,  plus  a  few  of  the  Home  Of- 
fice executives  who  are  directly  con- 
cerned with  the  theaters.  The  party 
was  a  tribute  to  the  showmanship 
and  hard  work  of  the  theater  staffs 
during  the  Summer  campaign  to  off- 
set the  hot  weather  lull. 

President  Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  C. 
C.  Moskowitz,  Leopold  Friedman,  J. 
R.  Vogel,  Marvin  Schenck,  W.  F. 
Rodgers,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Eugene 
Picker,  Harry  Moskowitz,  Harry 
Bernstein,  J.  T.  Mills  were  among 
the  Home  Office  group.  But  the  party 
belonged  to  the  theater  boys  and 
girls.  Six  dazzling  managers  formed 
a  Floradora  Sextette  —  Eric  Van 
Dyke,  Edwin  Burke,  Nat  Adelson, 
Robert  Kilgore,  Jack  Fieman,  Sam 
Pearlman. 

Another  group,  wisely  hiding  be- 
hind thick  beards,  formed  the  Harry 
Karasik  Ninotchka-Balalaika  Sym- 
phony Orchestra — District  Manager 
Karasik,  with  Managers  Harvey  Ev- 
erett, Ed  Douglas,  Herman  Silver, 
Sam  Rose,  William  Downs,  Richard 
Bosch,  Sydney  Kane,  Joe  Rubenfeld, 
Abe  Kaplan,  Martin  Rosenburgh  and 
Larry  Stark.  Herman  Dolinsky,  of 
Loew's  Coney  Island,  impersonated 
Shirley  Temple.  Seymour  Mayer 
mc'd  a  Marx  Bros.  Circus  Screeno. 
There  was  a  Bank  Night  dance,  with 
real  prizes.  The  ballroom  was  turned 
into  a  madhouse  with  a  Cavalcade 
of  Ballyhoo. 

Fifteen  midgets  startled  the 
Loew's  "400"  when  they  fidgeted 
around  distributing  a  special  edition 
of  The  Film  Daily. 

A  special  edition  of  the  N.  Y.  Mir- 
ror caused  a  libelous  sensation.  The 
managers  and  their  wives  took 
screen  tests  with  a  real  M-G-M  cam- 
eraman in  charge.  So  far  no  con- 
tracts are  reported. 

Leading  producers  presented  hun- 
dreds of  "favors."  United  Artists 
showered  the  ladies  with  gifts.  Para- 
mount, M-G-M,  Republic,  Columbia 
and  Universal  remembered  the  men. 


quest  for  comment  on  the  decision 
was  referred  to  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
who  was  out  of  the  city  over  Thanks- 
giving. Cliff  Work  at  Universal  said 
the  problem  was  one  for  home  offi- 
cials to  comment  on. 

M-G-M,  RKO,  Warner  Bros,  and 
Columbia  officials  were  unavailable 
for  comment,  but  at  M-G-M  a  studio 
spokesman  declared  his  organiza- 
tion' home  office  was  far  more  fam- 
iliar with  the  question  than  its  stu- 
dio representatives. 


TO  DISCUSS  NEW  RFC 
LOAN  FOR  GN  TODAY 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

explicit  instructions  that  he  is  to 
act  only  in  case  the  plan  fails  and 
liquidation    is    ordered. 

Referee  Peter  B.  Olney  stated  at 
the  meeting  of  creditors  that  if  the 
creditors'  committee  selected  at  the 
hearing  refused  to  consent  to  con- 
tinued operation  of  the  company, 
pending  confirmation  of  the  financ- 
ing plan,  without  posting  of  a  "sub- 
stantial indemnity  bond"  that  he 
would  in  all  probability  direct  such  a 
bond  to  be  posted.  The  statement 
was  made  immediately  following  a 
report  of  an  accountant  for  minor- 
ity ci-editors  that  the  company  was 
^sing  a  minimum  of  $4,000  weekly 
at  the  present  time. 

The  report  was  given  added  weight 
when  Saul  E.  Rogers,  attorney  for 
Grand  National,  conceded  that  $4,- 
000  was  the  correct  figure.  A  credi- 
tors' committee  was  formed  with 
instructions  to  examine  into  the 
feasibility  of  the  financing  plan.  It 
was  told  by  Referee  Olney  that  it 
must  consider  the  question  whether 
Grand  National  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  profitably  operate  after  it 
had  repaid  the  proposed  financing 
of  $600,000.  The  committee  con- 
sists of  "Hap"  Hadley,  Richard  F. 
Walsh,  vice-president  of  the  IATSE, 
Henry  Waldman,  Allen  E.  Freed- 
man,  president  of  De  Luxe  Labora- 
tory, Samuel  Sedran,  and  Thomas 
J.  Shanahan. 

A.  Jesse  Goldstein,  accountant, 
was  authorized  by  the  referee  to 
examine  the  books  and  records  of 
Educational  Pictures  and  all  other 
companies  affiliated  with  Grand  Na- 
tional in  addition  to  the  Grand  Na- 
tional books.  He  stated  that  an  ex- 
amination of  the  books  of  Grand 
National  indicated  that  trade  marks 
valued  in  the  schedules  at  $1,060,932 
had  originally  been  evaluated  at 
$12,156.  The  meeting  was  adjourned 
until  Nov.  29  at  4:30  p.m.  when  a 
report  is  expected  from  Hammons 
on  his  scheduled  meeting  with  the 
RFC. 


"Our  Town"  Starts  Jan.  8; 
to  be  in  Black  and  White 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nounced  that  he  expected  Sam  Wood 
to  direct  and  that  Harry  Horner, 
noted  set  designer,  would  design 
the  sets  for  the  picture.  "Our 
Town"  will  not  be  made  in  Techni- 
color as  originally  announced.  No 
cast  has  been  assembled  as  yet. 
Lesser  plans  to  return  to  the  Coast 
next  week. 


United  Artists  Theaters 

Reports  Net  of  $138,811 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  and  provision  for  Federal  in- 
come taxes  was  $509,134.77,  includ- 
ing proportion  of  profits  of  affiliated 
companies  less  than  100  per  cent 
owned,  to  the  extent  paid  in  divi- 
dends during  the  year  by  these  com- 
panies of  $137,691.22. 
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N'T  GET  CAUGHT 


PUT  ON  A  LIMB 

while  the  M-G-M 

Hit  Parade  passes  by! 

Enjoy  the  most  amazing  year  of 
successes  in  all  film  history.  And  just 
think,  it's  only  November!  Oh,  boy! 
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THEATERS 

•     CARPETING 

•     COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

•     PROJECTION 


E  Q  U I  PI 


YORK  INTRODUCING 
NEW  ECONOMIZERS 


Most  recent  developments  by  the 
York  Ice  Machinery  Corp.  include 
a  new  line  of  commercial-sized  econ- 
omizer units  and  a  new  sectional 
dehumidifier  for  large  air  condition- 
ing installations. 

The  addition  of  the  new  econ- 
omizers provides  a  completely  flex- 
ible line  of  combination  indoor 
cooling  towers  and  water-cooled  con- 
densers, whose  capacity  range  covers 
almost  the  entire  field  of  commercial 
applications.  The  new  economizers 
are  designed  to  produce  more  capac- 
ity for  the  same  initial  cost  and  to 
permit  operation  with  more  than  one 
compressor. 

The  largest  of  these  economizers 
may  operate  with  as  many  as  four 
separate  refrigerating  circuits  work- 
ing simultaneously.  This  flexibility 
is  obtained  by  providing  separate 
coil  sections  within  the  units  which 
may  be  connected  in  parallel  or 
separately,  depending  on  the  needs 
of  the  customer. 

Models  E-211,  E-212,  and  E-222 
are  intended  for  smaller  applica- 
tions; Models  EV-39F2  and  EV- 
39F4  are  for  larger  applications. 
Each  of  these  two  series  is  identical 
in  outward  appearance,  the  differ- 
ence being  in  the  number  of  coil  sec- 
tions contained  within. 

York's  latest  addition  to  its  line 
of  air  units  for  large  air  conditioning 
installations  is  the  type  "MC"  de- 
humidifier,  which  combines  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  air  washer  with  the 
flexibility  of  a  dry  finned-eoil  air 
cooling  unit. 

With  this  dehumidifier,  York  now 
offers  four  methods  for  air  condi- 
tioning: (1)  dry  finned-eoil  cooling; 
(2)  air  washing  with  direct-expan- 
sion flooded  coils;  (3)  air  washing 
without  coils,  spray  water  externally 
cooled;  and  now  (4)  full  air  wash- 
ing with  multiple  finned  coils  simi- 
lar to  those  used  in  dry  coil  units. 

The  combined  effect  of  the  finned 
coils  and  water  sprays  in  the  new 
"MC"  dehumidifier  (Method  No.  4), 
results  in  extremely  efficient  cooling 
and  dehumidifying,  it  is  claimed. 
This  combination  also  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  able  to  cool  the 
air  adiabatically  as  an  air  washer 
only,  during  periods  of  low  wet  bulb. 

Since  it  is  built  up  with  standard 
finned  coil  sections  and  panelled  ex- 
terior casing,  this  dehumidifier  is 
easily  shipped  and  speedily  assem- 
bled on  the  job.  The  sectional  nature 
of  this  equipment  makes  a  great 
number  of  arrangements  possible,  to 
fit  the  space  available  and  the  cool- 
ing load  to  be  handled. 


Horrors!  !  ! 

The  Rialto  Theater  is  having  its  face 
lifted,  and  the  interior  will  be  com- 
pletely redecorated  with  a  series  of 
murals  designed  by  Nat  Karson  to  illus- 
trate Arthur  Mayer's  blood  and  thunder 
policy.  These  paintings,  inspired  by 
the  management's  relentless  pursuit  of 
hcrror,  are  surrealistic  interpretations 
of  a  nightmare  at  the  Rialto,  starring 
Dracula,  Frankenstein,  The  Three  Stooges 
and  Laurel  and  Hardy.  The  new  murals 
will  be  unveiled  Christmas  Day,  in  cele- 
bration of  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the 
new    Rialto. 


Quimby  Improves  Jefferson 
Theater  at  Fort  Wayne 

Port  Wayne,  Ind. — Jefferson  The- 
ater, operated  by  Quimby  Theaters, 
has  been  completely  renovated,  in- 
cluding new  re-glassed  marquee,  re- 
decorated front  with  new  ornamental 
shadow  boxes,  re-covering  of  the  ter- 
razzi  floor  of  the  ticket  lobby, 
modernization  of  the  foyer  with 
glass  walls  and  curtains,  a  new 
men's  lounge  on  the  first  floor,  new 
high  intensity  lamps  in  the  operators' 
booths,  and  added  sound  equipment 
adjustments. 


Shulmans  Adding  Another 

Hartford,  Conn. — Sisson  Realty 
Co.  has  obtained  a  building  permit 
for  a  600-seat  theater  in  Wethers- 
field.  The  corporation  is  controlled 
by  the  Shulman  interests  of  Hart- 
ford, operators  of  the  Webster  and 
Rivoli  Theaters  here  and  the  un- 
finished   Plaza   Playhouse,   Windsor. 

Improve  Newark's  Cameo 

Newark,  N.  J. — Extensive  altera- 
tions to  the  Cameo,  Harold  S.  Eskin 
Amusement  Enterprises  house,  in- 
clude redecoration,  new  sound  equip- 
ment, new  and  larger  screen,  new 
seats  and  a  new  marquee.  House 
is  under  supervision  of  Gerald  D. 
Swaebe,  general  manager  for  Eskin 
Enterprises  here. 

Increasing  Capacity 

Farmington,  N.  H. — In  an  im- 
provement program  at  Walter  E. 
Young's  Strand  Theater  here,  tFe 
stage  and  screen  are  being  moved 
about  20  feet  ahead  to  increase  seat- 
ing capacity,  the  vestibule  and  foyer 
are  being  enlarged,  the  interior  re- 
decorated and  a  new  air-condition- 
ing system  installed. 


New  Iron  Fireman  System 

Detroit— The  Booth  Theater,  east 
side  house  owned  by  Julius  D.  Lon- 
don, is  being  equipped  with  a  new 
type  heating  and  ventilating  system, 
by  the  Iron  Fireman  Corp. 

Van  Doren  Builds  Nabe 

Waterbury,  Conn. — Frederick  Van 
Doren,  operator  of  the  Hamilton, 
has  broken  ground  for  a  new  600- 
seat  nabe  theater. 


New  $150,000  Augusta 

House  Opens  Next  Month 

Atlanta,  Ga.  —  Frank  Miller,  of 
Augusta,  affiliated  with  the  Lucas  & 
Jenkins  Co.  which  operates  numer- 
ous theaters  throughout  the  state, 
announces  that  he  will  open  a  new 
theater  at  Augusta  some  time  in 
December.  The  theater  building  is 
now  under  construction.  It  will  ac- 
commodate 1,200  patrons  and  the 
total  investment  will  amount  to  ap- 
proximately $150,000,  it  was  dis- 
closed. 


Four  Star   In   Demand 

Detroit — Wave  of  sound  installa- 
tions for  Simplex  Four  Star  Models 
is  reported  by  W.  J.  Turnbull,  man- 
ager of  National  Theater  Supply 
Co.  here.  Current  installations  in- 
clude two  new  theaters — Harper, 
Detroit,  Wisper  &  Wetsman  Cir- 
cuit, and  the  Nortown,  Flint,  Asso- 
ciated Theaters  and  A.  Eiseman; 
and  two  remodeling  jobs — Times 
Square,  Detroit,  for  Jack  Broder 
and  Thomas  Paul,  and  Strand,  Te- 
cumseh,   Mich.,   for    Frank   Guy. 


Re-equip  Detroit  House 

Detroit — Jack  Broder,  owner  of 
the  Rainbow  and  Times  Theaters — 
latter  under  construction  —  has 
opened  the  Times  Square,  in  part- 
nership with  Thomas  Paul.  House 
has  been  completely  re-equipped 
with  seating,  sound,  projectors, 
screen,  and  carpeting  by  National 
Theater  Supply  Co.  Hank  Garrish, 
formerly  of  the  Loop,  has  been  made 
house  manager. 


Westinghouse  Installations 

Boston — A  complete  year-around 
Westinghouse  air-conditioning  sys- 
tem, rated  at  80  tons  and  giving 
the  auditorium  by-pass  heating,  ven- 
tilating and  cooling,  has  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Strand  Theater,  South- 
bridge,  by  Air  Conditioners,  Inc.,  of 
this  city.  Also  reported  by  the  same 
contractors  is  a  Westinghouse  25- 
ton  installation  in  the  Stuart  The- 
ater. 


Sauer  Forms  Sound  Co. 

Detroit — John  C.  Sauer  is  organiz- 
ing the  Indian  Village  Sound  Engi- 
neering Co.  to  handle  sound  work, 
at  3770  Van  Dyke  Ave. 


Install  Webster  System 

Detroit  —  K.  L.  A.  Laboratories 
have  installed  new  Webster  public 
address  system  in  Ray  Schreiber's 
Colonial  Theater. 


Equipping  McArthur  House 

Cincinnati  —  The  new  McArthur 
Theater  at  McArthur,  is  being  com- 
pletely equipped  by  Mid-West  The- 
ater Supply  Co.  Owner  W.  A.  Smith 
will  open  Dec.  3. 
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THE  SAGA  C^ 

Rise  and  Romance 

By  E. 

Manager  Pbotophone  Divis, 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  secon 
of  a  series  of  articles  specially  prepared  f< 
THE  FILM  'DAILY  and  tracing  the  vit 
part  played  by  RCA  Photophone  in  the  modci 
histo.y    of   filmland, — the   Era    of   Sound.) 

NINETEEN   THIRTY -TWO  bef" 
gan  inauspiciously  enough,  bu 
before  the  end  of  that  year  histor 
was  made!    The  year  of  1932  sav 
the  second  important  advance,  an 
what     was     probably     the     majo 
achievement    up    to   that    time,    it 
sound  reproducing  apparatus.    RC  ° 
introduced  an  entirely  new  line  o 
equipments    (christened   "High    Fi 
delity")  which  had  been  revised  an 
refined  right  down  to  the  last  scre\ 
and  washer.     The  results  obtained 
were  truly  of  the  highest  fidelity. 

Making  its  initial  bow  with  this '" 
new  line  was  the  Rotary  Stabilize/ 
soundhead  attachment,  which  em 
ployed   a   new   method  of  drive   tc 
assure  constant  speed  of  the  film 
past  the  scanning  light  beam.  The 
combination    of    "magnetic    drive,'* 
assuring  constant  speed  in  record 
ing,  and  the  "rotary  stabilizer,"  as- 
suring constant  reproducing  speed 
was   unbeatable.      The   importance 
of   this   combination   struck   home, 
and    it  was    realized   for   the   first 
time  that  close  co-ordination  of  de- 
velopment   work    in    the    recording 
and  reproducing  arts  would  eventu- 
ally bring  about  the  desired  results. 

All  eyes  turned  to  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  and  the  Center  Theater 
in  New  York  City,  where  the  first 
High  Fidelity  equipments  were  put 
into  operation  in  December,  1932. 
And  the  "ayes"  had  it.  High  Fidelity 
caught  on! 

HISTORY  may  be  made  at  night, 
but  RCA  had  its  engineers  and 
production  staffs  working  at  top 
speed  day  and  night  to  bring  forth 
this  fine  product,  which  has  unques- 
tionably earned  its  place  in  these 
annals. 

Another  radical  step  forward  was 
taken  during  1932.  The  leasing 
plan  was  abolished — and  exhibitors 
for  the  first  time  in  their  hectic 
lives  were  given  title  to  their  re- 
producing apparatus  upon  comple- 
tion of  payment.  Terms  of  payment 
were  lightened  too. 
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e  Articulate  Screen 

i  ILL 

A  Mfg.  Co.,  Inc.,  Camden,  N.  J. 

And  with  quality  on  the  upswing, 
•rices  dropped  swiftly  downward. 

Development  was  by  no  means 
tanding  still.  A  number  of  im- 
provements were  made  in  the  micro- 
phones used  in  the  recording  stu- 
jilios;  all  types  of  reproducing  ap- 
paratus were  adapted  for  use  with 
he  new  and  efficient  Rotary  Stab- 
lizer  soundhead,  amplifier  power 
vas  increased,  and  remote  volume 
controls  were  made  available  for 
{rearer  convenience. 

As  the  industry  progressed,  the 
hortcomings  of  apparatus  and  tech- 
niques became  more  obvious.  The 
imitations  imposed  by  the  film  it- 
self were  preventing  further  exten- 
sion of  the  high  frequency  range 
and  were  causing  objectionable  dis- 
tortion in  both  recording  and  print- 
ling  processes.  The  introduction  by 
RCA  of  Ultra  Violet  Light  Record- 
ing and  Printing  was  a  tremendous 
factor  in  overcoming  these  troubles. 
*         *         * 

THE   desire  for  extended  volume 
range,  particularly  in  musical  re- 
productions, renewed  the  old  prob- 
lem   of    further    reducing    ground 
'noise.    Back  in  the  early  days  RCA 
'Photophone  had  developed  the  cir- 
cuits and  systems  which  form   the 
'oasis  of  all  ground  noise  reduction 
and     noiseless     recording     systems 
'which  shortly  thereafter  made  their 
appearance.     These  systems,  how- 
ever, no  longer  met   the   needs  of 
.'the  changed  situations.    Further  in- 
vestigations in  this  field  led  to  the 
development      of      the      push-pull 
method  of  recording  original  sound 
track.      Push-pull    is    quieter,    al- 
lowing greater  volume  range,  with 
'less  ground  noise,  and  it  eliminates 
1  distortion  which  other  recording  sys- 
tems  and   ground   noise   eliminator 
systems  invariably  produce. 
5      The  printers  formerly  in  general 
use   were   offsetting   much    of   the 
fine  progress  which  had  been  made 
I  in  the  way  of  extending  the  higher 
'■  frequency   range.     To   remove   this 
}"  barrier,  RCA  developed  the  "Non- 
Skip"  Printer  System  and  presented 
I  this  noteworthy  development  to  the 
'  motion  picture  industry. 


Fordyce  Amuse-U  Reopens 
As  Dallas  After  Changes 

Fordyce,   Ark.  —  Recent  thorough  ' 
remodeling    and    decoration    of    the  I 
former   Amuse-U   Theater,   now   op- 
erating   as    the    Dallas,    gives    this 
community  one  of  the  most  modern 
houses  in  the  local  territory. 

New  marquee  and  facade  are 
striking  features  of  design,  together 
with  an  enlarged  foyer  which  is  in- 
geniously decorated  and  employs 
carpeting  of  bright  and  effective 
colors. 

In  the  theater  proper,  particular 
emphasis  has  been  placed  on  elim- 
ination of  auditorium  overtones 
which  generally  are  attributes  of 
small  theaters  improperly  treated 
from  the  acoustical  angle.  Specially 
arranged  pilasters  and  other  sound- 
deadening  devices  have  been  in- 
stalled. 

Theater  is  operated  by  the  K.  Lee 
Williams  Co.,  and  is  managed  by 
Gerry  Doig.  A.  E.  Crowder,  Jr.,  is 
assistant  manager. 


Lobby  at  Side 

Clovis,  N.  M. — Construction  of  Clovis' 
new  theater  being  erected  by  W.  G. 
McMillan  Construction  Co.  of  Lubbock, 
for  Hardwick  Bros,  is  under  way.  The 
theater  will  seat  approximately  1,050. 
Lobby  will  be  to  the  side  of  the  build- 
ing, utilizing  all  of  the  space  usually 
occupied  by  stores  for  the  display  of 
announcements  of  current  and  coming 
attractions   at  the    theater. 


GOLDE  PERFECT  REEL 
END  SIGNAL  SCORES 


Spray  Painting  Equipment 

Catalog  Issued  By  Binks 


Sumner  Plans  New  Firm 

Oklahoma  City — George  Sumner, 
former  head  of  the  Sumner  Theater 
Supply  Co.  and  lately  corresponding 
secretary  of  Allied  Theater  Owners 
of  Oklahoma,  has  announced  acqui- 
sition of  Powers  projector  and 
Operadio  sound  lines.  He  is  now 
arranging  details  for  establishment 
of  a  new  film  supply  organization  to 
be  situated  on  Film  Row  here. 


Simplex    Installation 

Hartford — Martin  H.  Keleher  re- 
ports he  will  install  two  new  Sim- 
plex projectors  and  a  new  screen  in 
his  Princess  Theater,  downtown  sub- 
sequent-run. Installation  of  new 
RCA  sound  equipment,  Model  PG- 
139,  has  also  been  completed. 


The  new  1940  catalog  and  data 
book  on  spray  painting  and  finishing 
equipment  is  now  available  upon  re- 
quest to  the  Binks  Manufacturing 
Co.,   3114-40   Carroll   Ave.,   Chicago. 

Consisting  of  104  factual  and  high- 
ly illustrated  pages,  the  catalog  is 
organized  for  ready  reference  pur- 
poses. It  gives  the  answers  to  every- 
day finishing  problems,  reports  new 
developments  in  spray  painting 
equipment,  gives  prices,  and  provides 
engineering  and  performance  data 
on  all  types  of  spray  guns,  spray 
booths,  air  compressors,  painting 
outfits,  extractors,  respirators,  and 
hcse. 

This  catalog  will  be  sent  free  to 
all  responsible  parties  requesting  it 


Chicago — Several  large  local  cir- 
cuits, including  B  &  K,  have  made 
check  installations  of  the  GoldE 
Perfect  Reel  End  Signal,  the  new 
product  which  is  being  made  by  the 
local  GoldE  Mfg.  Co.  under  license 
of  the  patentee. 

Results  of  the  check  installation 
are  reported  to  be  highly  satisfac- 
tory, to  the  point  where  company 
officials  believe  that  the  reel  and 
signal  will  become  the  standard  reel 
end  alarm  throughout  the  industry. 

The  company  also  announces  suc- 
cess attending  the  GoldE  Driving 
Dog,  a  recently  developed  small 
bronze  unit  which  replaces  the  collar 
on  the  enclosed  Rewinder  shafts. 
The  Dog  drives  the  reel  at  the  prop- 
er point,  that  is,  away  from  the 
center  where  the  full  power  can  be 
transmitted,  and  reduces,  and  en- 
tirely removes  the  cause  of  broken 
keys   and   their  replacement. 


New  House  for  Fort  Worth 

Fort  Worth — Construction  has  be- 
gun on  the  Hemphill,  new  nabe,  for 
M.  S.  White  of  Dallas.  Houston  & 
Smith,  Dallas  theater  architects,  de- 
signed the  918-seater  which  will  open 
in  February. 


Join  Baltimore  Companies 

Baltimore — I.  Manoff  from  Phila- 
delphia has  joined  the  Reinhart  Dec- 
orating Co.  here  as  vice-president. 

Lawrence  J.  O'Hare,  well  known 
theater  supply  man,  has  joined  the 
J.  F.  Dusman  &  Sons  Co. 


Equip  New  Inez,  Ky.  House 

Cincinnati  —  Mid-West  Theater 
Supply  Co.  is  completely  equipping 
Rush  Cassady  and  Fred  Fairchild's 
new  theater  at  Inez,  Ky.  The  house 
will  have  342  seats. 


"HONEYMOON  IN  BALI 

"Honeymoon  in  Bali,"  according  to 
Silver  Screen,  "has  proved  to  be 
just  the  tonic  ailing  box  offices 
needed."  So  for  years  has  Alexander 
Smith  Carpet.  Which  is  why  you'll 
find  it  in  most  of  the  country's  suc- 
cessful theatres. 


ALEXANDER   SMITH   CARPET 
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21.8%  DROP  IN  INDIES 
IN  CANADA  IN  8  YEARS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

more  theaters,  increased  in  number 
of  theaters  operated  from  18  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  in  1930  to 
34  per  cent  in  1937  and  30  per  cent 
in  1938.  Chains  of  four  or  more 
theaters  secured  58.9  per  cent  of  the 
total  admissions  and  64.0  per  cent 
of  the  total  receipts  for  1938. 

Although  the  average  price  ranges 
from  less  than  10  cents  to  well  over 
50  cents  per  person,  41  per  cent  of 
the  theaters  average  between  20 
and  25  cents  per  ticket  and  61  per 
cent  average  between  20  and  30 
cents  per  admission.  In  1938,  there 
were  202  theaters  each  of  which 
charged  less  than  20  cents  admis- 
sion while  238  averaged  30  cents  and 
over  for   each   ticket   sold. 

Only  658  or  58  per  cent  of  the 
theaters  in  Canada  were  operated 
on  a  full-time  basis  in  1938  and  151 
others  operated  an  average  of  from 
1  to  5  days  per  week  for  the  full 
52  weeks.  In  Quebec  where  7  days 
per  week  operation  is  permissible, 
83  per  cent  of  the  theaters  were  in 
operation  for  a  full  period.  In  On- 
tario, 93  per  cent  operated  on  a  full 
time  basis,  in  the  Maritime,  72  per 
cent;  in  British  Columbia  69  per 
cent;  while  in  the  Prairie  Provinces 
only  38  per  cent  of  the  theaters  op- 
erated throughout  the  year. 


"Mr.  Smith"  Too  Tough  Opposition  for  Drama 

Concord,  N.  H. — When  a  dramatic  attraction  playing  in  opposition  to  Columbia's 
"Mr.  Smith  Coes  to  Washington"  fails  to  draw  more  than  20  cash  patrons,  the  manage- 
ment refunded  and  closed  for  the  night. 


Twin  City  Selling  Impasse 
Ended  by  "Alternate"  Policy 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

which  enables  exhibs.  to  contract  for 
the  four  pictures  on  percentage  and 
later,  under  conditions  set  up  be- 
tween the  exchange  and  the  exhibi- 
tor, convert  the  percentage  contract 
into  a  flat  rental  deal,  it  is  reported. 

Solution  is  said  to  parallel  one  of- 
fered Chicago  subsequents,  and  was 
disclosed  following  the  return  here 
of  Clarence  Olson,  Minneapolis 
branch  manager,  from  Chicago 
where  he  conferred  with  Henry  Her- 
bel,  district  chief. 

Quick  closing  of  indie  subsequents 
here  by  Warners  is  now  anticipated. 


Etforts  to  obtain  a  statement  at 
the  WB  home  office  Wednesday  were 
unavailing. 


199  Canadian  Houses  Gross 
Less  Than  $2,500  in  1938 

Montreal — Total  of  199  Canadian 
theaters  in  1938  had  receipts  of  less 
than  $2,500.  These  secured  less  than 
1  per  cent  of  the  total  admissions 
to  Canada's  theaters.  More  than  38 
per  cent  of  all  Dominion  theaters 
had  annual  revenues  of  less  than 
$10,000  each.  These  secured  less 
than  5  per  cent  of  the  total  admis- 
sions and  receipts.  In  the  urban 
centers  there  were  12  theaters  each 
of  which  exceeded  the  $200,000 
mark,  having  nearly  10,500,000  ad- 
missions and  annual  receipts  of 
$3,714,410. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM   DAILY 
to   the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  23 
Hobart   Henley  Rosetta  Duncan 

NOVEMBER  24 
Alex  Moss  Arthur    E.    Christie 

John    Francis    Natteford  E.  V.  Du  Par 


Spain's  CIFESA  to  Finish 
20  to  34  Pix  This  Season 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

34  features  before  the  current  sea- 
son ends. 

With  German  film  production  cur- 
tailed as  a  result  of  the  war,  CIFESA 
has  signed  several  widely  known 
German  directors  to  bolster  its  per- 
sonnel. 


Mexico  City— CIFESA  will  short- 
ly distribute  eight  new  Spanish  pic- 
tures here  and  in  Latin-America,  ac- 
cording to  Justo  Jose  Aznar,  com- 
pany's  general  manager  here. 


Ohio  ITO  Urges  Exhib.  Aid 
in  Opposing  Studio  Unions 

'Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  "personal  opinion"  that  "what 
is  needed  in  this  industry  more  than 
anything  else  is  a  complete  read- 
justment of  the  salary  scale  in  the 
producing  end  of  the  business  so 
that  some  of  the  tremendous  and 
unnecessary  expense  loaded  upon 
pictures  can  be  reduced  and  the  re- 
sultant saving  passed  on  to  the  the- 
ater owner." 


ITOA  Houses  Would  Rescind 
Operators'  Wage  Increase 

I  Continued  from  Page  li 

exhibitor-members  threatening  to 
close  their  theaters  unless  the  wage 
scale  can  be  adjusted. 

Affected  exhibitors  claim  that 
business  has  been  so  bad  that  a  re- 
duction in  the  scale,  rather  than  an 
increase,  would  have  been  justified. 
Between  250  and  300  theaters  in  the 
Metropolitan  area  were  affected  by 
the  recently  granted  boost  in  sal- 
aries. 


U.  S.-Japan  Commercial  Pact 
Will  Be  Allowed  to  Lapse 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Sumner  Welles  indicated  plainly 
that  the  trade  pact  will  be  allowed 
to  lapse  in  January. 

The  declaration,  to  which  the  fu- 
ture fortunes  of  American  film  trade 
in  Japan  are  linked  despite  the  sep- 
arate manner  in  which  motion  pic- 
ture commerce  has  been  treated, 
denied  that  even  any  preliminary 
talks  had  been  held  on  the  subject 
of  the  pact  since  last  April  when 
the  U.  S.  informed  Japan  that  the 
clause  providing  for  nine  months' 
notification  of  intent  to  cancel  the 
pact  was  formally  invoked. 


Randforce  Scouts  Charge 

of  Conspiracy  by  Folly 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

srram  and  Republic  for  alleged  vio- 
lation of  the  anti-trust  laws.  The 
defendant  denied  charges  that  it 
had  conspired  to  deprive  the  Folly 
Theater,  in  Brooklyn,  of  product,  and 
contended  that  it  had  operated  on  an 
equal    competitive    basis. 


MAY  SETTLE  STUDIO 
WAGE  RIFT  TODAY 


I 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tive  of  the  A  F  of  L  has  become  I 
an  important  figure  in  negotiations 
between  producers  and  unions,  and 
was  the  sole  spokesman  fc~  the 
unions  at  a  press  conferen^'  Mon- 
day following  a  session  between  pro- 
ducers and  labor  leaders  while  Jo- 
seph M.  Schenck  did  the  honors  for 
the  producers. 


Para,  to  Air  "Geronimo" 
Premiere  Over  65  Stations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

exploited  as  a  terrific  action  opus 
with  thousands  of  Indians. 

"Geronimo"  will  premiere  at 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  with  KOY  originat- 
ing for  Mutual.  Stations  to  be  used 
will  include  31  of  the  Don  Lee  net, 
24  of  the  Texas  State  Network  and 
WOR,  WGN,  WLW,  KFEL,  FGGM. 
KFKA,  KSUM,  KTUL  and  KGLU. 

Buchanan  Company  is  the  agency. 

Joseph  Brokau  Stricken 

Angola,  Ind. — Joseph  Brokau,  op- 
erator of  the  Angola  Theater  here 
and  one  of  the  oldest  motion  picture 
exhibitors  in  the  state,  is  seriously 
ill. 


"Member  what  we  said?  Ye  cain't  sing  an' 
feel  bad  at  the  same  time.  Jist  try  it." 


JEEPERS  CREEPERS 

with 

WEAVER  BROTHERS  and  ELVIRY 

ROY  ROGERS  •  MARIS  WRIXON 

A    Republic    Picture 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


FTETCOTT 
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No  "Defreezing"  Effect  on  Quality  or  Quantity  of  Pix 

studios;  iatse  agree  on  striketruce 

U.  K.  Money  Restriction  May  be  Adopted  by  Australia 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Defreezes  U.  S.  Pix  Revenue 


By  L.  H.  MITCHELL 


FOREIGN 

GREAT  BRITAIN:  Oliver  Stan- 
ley, president  of  the  British  BOT, 
announced  at  mid-week  that  the 
Gov't  had  decided  to  "defreeze"  50 
per  cent  of  U.  S.  film  revenue,  re- 
mainder to  be  supervised  by  a  con- 
trol body.  Little  drop  in  imports 
from  U.  S.  was  foreseen.  Present 
quota  provisions  will  stand  to  Mar. 
31,  1940  ....  Odeon  will  operate 
seven  of  Para.'s  British  theaters,  it 

was  stated. 

*         *         * 

NORTH  AMERICA :  Canada  will 
resume  study  of  clearance  problem. 
Six  Dominion  provinces  announced 
b.o.  uplift,  with  two  experiencing  a 
drop  ....  Indie  theaters  in  Canada 
decreased  21.8  per  cent  in  the  past 
eight  years  .  .  .  Ontario  exhibs.  are 
faced  with  two  serious  problems  in 
the  spread  to  circuits  of  premiums 
and  giveaways  ....  Mexico  slashed 
tariff  on  Argentine  pix,  adding  to 
competition  to  U.  S.  films. 


DOMESTIC 

EASTERN  STUDIOS:  Prospect 
of  giving  N.  Y.  C.  its  share  of  pix 
production  seemed  more  hopeful  as 
Mayor  LaGuardia  announced  that 
unions  had  pledged  five  years  with- 
out strikes,  and  banks  were  reported 
ready  to  finance  production  in  the 
East. 

#  *  # 

COURTS:  Appellate  Division  of 
the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  upheld  the 
award  to  William  S.  Hart  in  the 
"Tumbleweeds"  case  against  UA  .  .  . 
A.  B.  Momand  dropped  his  equity 
suit  against  majors  and  Griffith  cir- 
cuit over  inability  to  obtain  subse- 
quent run  product  in  Shawnee  .  .  . 
Mobeel  Enterprises,  N.  Y.  C,  filed 
suit  against  the  majors,  two  inde- 
pendents and  the  Century  Circuit 
alleging  conspiracy  to  deprive  its 
theaters   of  product. 


Move  Weighed  by  Government 

as  Means  to  Strengthen 

Dollar  Exchange 

Canberra  (By  Cable)— U.  S.  film 
distributors  in  Australia  may  be 
asked  to  keep  part  of  their  esti- 
mated $7,500,000  yearly  revenues  in 
the  local  market  for  the  duration  of 
the  war,  either  on  deposit  or  in  gov- 
ernment securities. 

This  step  looms  to  conserve  dollar 
exchange,  it  is  pointed  out  here  by 
sources  which  see  the  Commonwealth 
following  Great  Britain's  "freezing" 
example.     Officialdom  wants  the  co- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

BRANDT.  ALLIED  UNIT 
HEADS  CONFER  IN  CHI. 


Chicago  —  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA 
president,  is  to  meet  today  with  Al 
Steffes,  Northwest  Allied  leader,  and 
Jack    Kirsch,    president    of    Illinois 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Illinois  Allied  Defers 

Launching  Buying  Co-op 

Chicago — Illinois  Allied  will  not 
attempt  the  launching  of  a  co-opera- 
tive buying-  organization  this  sea- 
son, Jack  Kirsch,  president,  declared 
over  the  week-end.     Kirsch  asserted 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Schaefer  and  Mayor 
Discuss  Production 

Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia  on  Fri- 
day conferred  with  George  J.  Schaefer, 
RKO  prexy,  and  King  Vidor,  director, 
on  Eastern  production,  sources  close  to 
the  Mayor  revealed  at  the  week-end, 
Schaefer  was  said  at  the  City  Hall  to 
have  discussed  problems  incident  to  East- 
ern production  resumption  for  an  hour 
and  to  have  assured  the  Mayor  that  he 
was  very  much  interested  and  "will  be 
glad  to  co-operate."  Vidor,  it  was 
stated,  also  expressed  great  interest  in 
the   plan. 

Schaefer  could  not  be  reached  to  ob- 
tain an  elaborating  statement  Friday. 
At  RKO,  it  was  said  he  had  gone  out 
of    town. 


"HOME  RULE"  SELLING 
POLICY  FOR  UNIVERSAL 


UniversaPs  district  managers 
have  been  vested  with  increased  au- 
thority in  closing  product  deals, 
thereby  relieving  the  pressure  on 
the  home  office. 

This  so-called  "home  rule  in  sell- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Hammons  is  "Encouraged" 
After  Erpi,  RFC  Confab 

E.  W.  Hammons,  president  of 
Grand  National,  declined  to  com- 
ment Friday  on  a  reported  meeting 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Balaban  and  Blumberg  Declare  British 
Restrictions  Will  Not  Affect  Programs 


Legion  of  Decency  Finds 

Objectionable  Pix  Gain 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Of  590  pix  reviewed 
by  the  Legion  of  Decency  from  Octo- 
ber, 1938,  to  November,  1939,  nine 
were  condemned,  50  were  ruled  ob- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


The  so-called  "defreezing"  of 
American  film  revenue  in  England 
will  in  no  way  affect  quality  or  the 
number  of  pictures  to  be  made  next 
season  by  at  least  two  U.  S.  com- 
panies. Others  are  expected  to  take 
the  same  attitude. 

Both    Nate    Blumberg,    Universal 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


10%  Wage  Boost  Granted  But 

Producers  Can  Reopen 

Case  on  Feb.  15 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM -DAILY 

Hollywood  —  A  truce  in  the 
threatened  strike  of  studio 
workers  was  reached  here  Sat- 
urday when  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
representing  the  producers,  in- 
formed William  Bioff,  of  the 
IATSE,  that  the  producers 
would  agree  to  the  10%  in- 
crease for  all  crafts  represented 
by  Bioff,  effective  as  of  Oct.  10, 
1939. 

However,  Schenck  stipulated  that 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

RODGERS  SAYS  M-G-M 

PROGRAM  85%  SOLD 

Chicago — M-G-M  has  sold  85  per 
cent  of  its  possible  accounts  for  the 
current  program,  W.  F.  Rodgers, 
general  sales  manager,  said  here 
yesterday.  Rodgers  completed  a  two- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Holiday  Week-End  Gives 

B'way  Cause  for  Thanks 

Strong  product  and  ideal  weather 
brought  unusually  big  Thanksgiving 
grosses  in  the  Broadway  area. 
Checkup  revealed  that  all  the  lead- 

(Contiruied  on  Page  8) 


Odeon  Takes  Over 
Seven  Para.  Houses 

London  (By  Cable) — The  Odeon  cir- 
cuit today  takes  over  the  operation  of 
seven  Paramount  theaters  on  a  long- 
term  lease,  under  a  deal  signed  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Pact  embraces  four  theaters  in  Lon- 
don, and  one  each  in  Newcastle,  Man- 
chester and  Leeds.  The  London  houses, 
all  named  Astoria,  are  in  Brixton, 
Streatham,  Frainsbury  Park  and  Old  Kent 
Road. 
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{QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 
NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat 11%     11%     11%  —     % 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2%%)    73/8       71/4       71/4+     Vs 
Columbia    Picts    pfd..    17%     17y2     17%  —  2 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind   pfd...     93/8       9'/4       9y4  —     '/4 

East.    Kodak     166       165       165       —1 

do    pfd 173       173       173       +3 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 12%     12%     12%     

Loew's,    Inc 36     3514     35'/4  —     % 

do    pfd 106       106       106      —     3/8 

Paramount    83,4       8y4       83/8  —     % 

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9%       9%       9%  —     % 

Pathe    Film    113/8     10%     107/8  —     1/4 

RKO     1%       1%       1%      

20th    Century-Fox     ..    14%     13%     13%—     % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24%     24 1/4     24%  +     % 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 68         68         68—3 

Warner    Bros:     4%       4  4         

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's  deb.  3%s46  .  .103%  1023/4  1023,4  —     % 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   473/4     473/4     473/4  +     % 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 %s47    86%     86%     86 1/4  —     % 

RKO   6s41     53%     53%     53%  —  13/8 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  84         84         84       +     % 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...      1  1  1       —     % 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    12%     12%     12%—     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 

Fox  Thea.  Office  Bldg.  1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb  '45 


■ 

PROGRESS 
FILM  LIBRARY 

^ 

■ 

STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 
Conveniently  Catalogued 

m 
m 

■ 

729  SEVENTH  AVE.  NYC. 

BRYANT  9S600 

m 

®  The  Broadway  Parade  H 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

Ninotchka     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — 3rd     week Music     Hal| 

First     Love     (Universal     Pictures) — 3rd     week Rivoli 

The  Mill  on  the  Floss    (Standard   Pictures)— 3rd  week Astor 

The    Roaring    Twenties    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — 2nd    week Strand 

Beasts    of    Berlin    (Producers    Distributing    Corp.) — 2nd    week Globe 

The   Cat   and    the   Canary    (Paramount    Pictures) Paramount 

Another     Thin     Man      ( Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) , Capitol 

Return  of   Dr.   X    (Warner  Bros.   Pictures) Criterion 

The   Flying   Deuces    (RKO   Radio   Pictures) Rialto 

Daytime  Wife    (20th   Century-Fox) Roxy 

The    Fighting    Gringo    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Danger     Flight     (Monogram     Pictures)      (a) Central 

Three   Sons    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)     (a) Palace 

The    Little    Accident    (Universal    Pictures)     (a) Palace 

The  Wizard  of  Oz    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)    (b) Little   Carnegie 

Ireland's   Border   Line    (Dublin    Film   Corp.) — 8th   week    (a) Belmont 

Dawn    Over    Ireland    (William    Alexander)     (a) Belmont 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center) — 9th    week World 

That    They    May    Live     (Mayer-Burstyn) — 4th    week Filmarte 

The  End  of  a  Day  (World  Pictures) — 2nd  week   (b) 5th  Ave.   Playhouse 

Shors    (Amkino) — 2nd    week Cameo 

L'Aria    del    Continenta     (Esperia    Films) — 2nd    week Cinecitta 

Papacito  Lindo   (Jose  Guerrero) — 2nd  week 48th  St.  Theater 

Port  of  Shadows    (Film   Alliance)    (b) 55th   St.    Playhouse 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

Destry    Rides   Again    (Universal    Pictures) — Nov.    29 Rivoli 

That's  Right,  You're  Wrong   (RKO   Radio  Pictures) — Nov.   30 Criterion 

The     Frog     (20th     Century-Fox)— Nov.     30     (a-b) Central 

Oklahoma    Frontier    (Universal    Pictures) — Nov.    30    (a) Central 

The   Private   Lives   of    Elizabeth    and    Essex    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Dec.    1 Strand 

Gone    With    the    Wind     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)     (d) Astor 

Cone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)     (e) Capitol 

Reno    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)     (c) Criterion 

We  Are  Not  Aione   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)    (c) Music   Hall 

The  Great  Victor   Herbert   (Paramount   Pictures) — Dec.   6 Paramount 

The  Secret  of  Dr.   Kildare   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)    (c) Capitol 

The     Housekeeper's     Daughter     (United     Artists-Roach)      (c) Roxy 

First     Love      (Universal      Pictures) — Nov.     30      (a-b) Palace 

Meet   Dr.    Christian    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)— Nov.    30    (a) Palace 

Entente   Cordiale    (Concordia    Pictures)    (c) 5th   Ave.    Playhouse 

Squadrone     Bianco     (Esperia     Films) — Nov.     30 Cinecitta 

Heart  of   a   Child    (Acdeca    Films)    (c) 48th   St.   Theater 


(a)     Dual    bill,     (b)     Subsequent 
(e)   Continuous,  unreserved. 


(c)     Follows    current    bill,      (d)     Two-a-Day. 


Chi.  Book  Giveaways  Rise;        NLRB  Postpones  Animated 
Triple  Bills  on  Way  Out?        Cartoon  Workers'  Election 


Chicago — Use  of  books  for  give- 
aways is  increasing  in  this  city, 
with  approximately  12  houses  hand- 
ing out  volumes. 

Triples  appear  to  be  gradually  de- 
clining; three  of  the  10  using  them 
are  B  &  K  nabes. 

World  Syndicate  Publishing  Co. 
has  closed  a  distrib.  deal  with  Price 
Theater  Premium  Corp.  for  this  ter- 
ritory. 


RKO  Closes  Product  Deals 
With  B  b  K,  Great  States 


RKO  has  closed  product  contracts 
with  B  &  K  circuit  of  Chicago  and 
the  Great  States  houses  in  Illi- 
nois. Deal  was  set  last  week  in 
Chicago  by  Ned  Depinet,  Cresson 
Smith,  Walter  Branson  and  Jack 
Osserman. 


RCA  Board  Sets  Dividends 

RCA's  board,  meeting  Friday,  set 
dividends  as  follows:  On  outstanding 
$3.50  cumulative  convertible  first 
preferred,  %iy2  cents;  on  outstanding 
"B"  preferred,  $1.25  per  share;  on 
outstanding  common,  20  cents  per 
share.  Preferred  dividends  are  for 
the  Oct.  1-Dec.  31  period  and  are 
payable  Dec.  21  to  stockholders  of 
record  on  Dec.  4.  Common  divvy  is 
payable  Jan.  16  to  stockholders  of 
record  on  Dec.  8. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — NLRB  yesterday  is- 
sued an  amendment  to  its  election 
order  of  Oct.  23  providing  for  post- 
ponement of  a  secret  ballot  election 
among  animated  cartoon  workers  of 
Walter  Lantz  Productions,  Loew's, 
Raymond  Katz  studio  and  Leon 
Schlesinger  Productions.  Election  is 
now  to  be  held  on  or  before  Jan.  16. 
Reason  for  the  postponement  was  an 
affidavit  filed  by  the  Screen  Cartoon 
Guild  stating  its  affairs  were  present- 
ly inactive  pending  final  issuance  of  a 
charter  by  the  International  Painters, 
Decorators  and  Paperhangers  of 
America. 

Lantz  filed  an  objection,  stating  the 
election  should  be  held  as  scheduled 
or  not  at  all. 


COminG  ADD  G0II.G 


JOSEPH  P.  KENNEDY,  ambassador  to  England, 
p'ans  to  return  here  via  Clipper  next  week, 
leaving    Portugal    Sunday. 

ROY  HAINES,  Eastern  and  Canadian  sales 
manager  for  Warners,  left  at  the  week-end  for 
a  swing  through  his  territory,  returning  here  in 
a   week.  *,.  i 

HARRY  HELLMAN,  exhib.  in  AlbanyPr,eaves 
there  Saturday  with  his  wife  for  a  stay  in  Palm 
Beach. 

LEW  SEILER,  director,  has  returned  to  the 
Coast  after  a   vacation   here. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Western  sales  chieftain 
for  Warners,  left  New  York  over  the  week-end 
for  a   two  weeks'   visit  to  Coast  branches. 

WOLFE  COHEN,  Canadian  district  manager 
for  Warners,  has  left  his  headquarters  in  Tor- 
onto for  a  visit  to  a  number  of  Dominion 
branches. 

GAIL  PATRICK  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  a  visit  here. 

MAY  ROBSON  arrives  here  from  the  Coast 
this  week  for  a  vacation  after  completing  a 
role    in    "Four    Wives"    for    Warners. 

GLORIA  JEAN  leaves  the  Coast  this  week 
for  an  appearance  in  Dallas  with  the  Dallas 
symphony. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR,  accompanied  by  MRS. 
ZUKOR,  has  left  Hollywood  for  his  good-will 
tour   of   Mexico. 

FRED  C.  QUIMBY,  M-G-M  shorts  producer, 
attended  the  company's  confab  in  Chicago  at 
the   week-end. 

DAVE  WHALEN,  in  charge  of  Republic  pub- 
licity, was  a  week-end  visitor  in  Boston  on  be- 
half of  the  company's  campaign  on  the  new 
"Higgins    Family"    picture. 

ALBERT  DEANE,  assistant  to  John  W.  Hicks 
at  Para.,  spent  the  week-end  in  Washington 
with    relatives. 

FRED  MEYERS,  RKO's  chief  booker,  left  at 
the  week-end  for  the  firm's  Coast  studio  for 
a    look   at   newly   completed    product. 

IRENE  LEE,  Warner  story  editor,  returned 
to   the  studio   via  TWA  at  the  week-end. 

WALTER  GOULD,  UA's  Latin  American  man- 
ager, spent  the  Thanksgiving  week-end  at  his 
farm    near   Chestertown,    Md. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR  and  BARBARA  STANWYCK 
flew   back   to   the   Coast   Saturday  via   TWA. 


Hedy  LaMarr  Reports  Back 
for  Work  at  M-G-M  Studio 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Hedy  LeMarr,  who 
seven  weeks  ago  started  a  salary  dis- 
pute with  M-G-M,  has  voluntarily 
reported  to  the  studio  unconditional- 
ly to  resume  her  contract  and  ful- 
fill her  obligations. 

She  will  start  work  immediately 
in  added  scenes  for  "I  Take  This  Wo- 
man" in  which  she  is  starred  with 
Spencer  Tracy.  W.  S.  VanDyke  will 
direct. 


Sees  Record  Day-Date 

for  RKO's  "Hunchback" 


Advance  bookings  indicate  that 
"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 
will  set  a  new  all-time  record  for 
simultaneous  openings,  it  was  pre- 
dicted Friday  by  Ned  Depinet,  RKO 
vice-president  and  sales  chief.  Depi- 
net said  the  Charles  Laughton  pic- 
ture would  be  released  nationally 
on  Dec.  29. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Meet 

New  Haven — Allied  Theaters  of 
Connecticut  will  hold  its  regular 
luncheon  meeting  at  Martin's  Res- 
taurant at  12:30  p.m.,  tomorrow,  A. 
M.   Schuman  presiding. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Timm* 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«uh  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By  Richard  Maibaum  and  Harry  Clerk 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 
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SIX  MORE  SMASH 
HITS  FROM  RKO.. . 
THE  TALK  OF  THE 
INDUSTRY 


ii       11  iir    imTifmiTiiMgTia^ii— MM 


KAY  KYSER  and  ADOLPHE  MENJOU 

with  MAY  ROBSON- LUCILLE  BALL- DENNIS  O'KEEFE •  EDWARD  EVERETT  HORTON-ROSCOE 
KARNS  •  MORONI  OLSEN  and  KAY  KYSER'S  BAND  featuring  GINNY  SIMMS  •  HARRY  BABBITT 
SULLY  MASON  •  ISH  KABIBBLE  and  "THE  COLLEGE  OF  MUSICAL  KNOWLEDGE"-  Produced  and 

directed  by  DAVID   BUTLER  •  Screen   play   by    William    Conselman   and  James    V.   Kern 


mm 


The  laugh- swing  sensation 
now  sweeping  the  nation! ... 
Thrilling  Thanksgiving  at- 
traction in  scores  of  first 
runs  Coast  to  Coast  and,  ac- 
cording to  all  reports,  a  pic- 
ture destined  to  top  the  top 
grosses  everywhere! 


CHARLES  LAUGHTON  *,  w^  w  USE 


■■■■■i 


with  SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE  •  THOMAS  MITCHELL  •  MAUREEN  O'HARA  •  EDMOND 
O'BRIEN. ALAN  MARSHAL  •  WALTER  HAMPDEN  •  KATHARINE  ALEXANDER. produced 

BY  PANDRO  S.  BERMAN .  DIRECTED  BY  WILLIAM  DIETERLE  •  Screen  Play  by  Sonya  L«vien  .  Adaptation  by  Bruno  Frank 


One  of  the  greatest  motion  pictures 
of  all  time!  .  .  .  Everything  about 
it  pointing  to  such  crowd-pulling 
power  as  to  establish  new  box-office 
records  .  . .  Produced  on  a  scale  of 
such  magnitude  and  magnificence 
as  to  dwarf  all  previous  concep- 
tions of  the  possibilities  of  the 
screen!  .  . .  ALL  SET  AS  THE  IN- 
DUSTRY'S SHOW  EVENT  FOR 
NEW  YEARS! 


starring 


CAROLE  LOMBARD  •  BRIAN  AHERNE  •  anne 

SHIRLEY  with  JUUEN  MITCHELL  •  ROBERT  COOTE  .  from  the  novel  by  a.  j.  cronin 
Produced  and  Directed  by  GEORGE  STEVENS  •  pandro  s.  berman  in  charge  of  production 


For  a  ready-made  audience  num- 
bering practically  all  of  the  pic- 
ture-goers of  the  nation  comes 
this  rich  fulfilment  of  their 
greatest  expectations . . .  Drama 
— deep,  tense,  absorbing  and  tre- 
mendously exciting  ...in  the  at- 
mosphere that  makes  this  great 
picture  relate  to  the  nursing 
profession  as  "The  Citadel"  re- 
lated to  the  medical  profession. 


mm 

ypi 

1 

ROBERT  E.  SHERWOOD'S  PULITZER  PRIZE  PLAY 


starring 


RAYMOND  MASSEY 


GENE  LOCKHART  •  RUTH  GORDON  •  MARY  HOWARD 
DOROTHY   TREE  •  HARVEY   STEPHENS  •  MINOR   WATSON  •  ALAN   BAXTER 

PRODUCED  BY  MAX   GORDON  .  DIRECTED  BY  JOHN  CROMWELL  •  Screen   Play  by  Robert  E.  Sherwood 


Never  in  screen  history  has  a  more 
moving  story  been  filmed  than  in 
this  — THE  GREAT  AMERICAN 
MOTION  PICTURE!  . . .  Some  who 
see  it  will  say  it's  the  greatest  pic- 
ture ever  made;  many  more  will 
gloriously  thrill  to  the  privilege  of 
being  a  part  of  what  it  represents; 
all  must  agree  that  the  screen  has 
no  greater  power  than  to  lay  life 
itself  in  the  hearts  of  a  people!... 
Like  Lincoln  himself,  the  picture 
towers  in  majesty — ALONE! 


HI 


starring 


CLAIRE  TREVOR-JOHNWAYNE^GEORGESANDERS-BRIAN 

DONLEVY  •  WILFRID  LAWSON .  Robert  barrat  .  john  f.  Hamilton  .  moroni 

0LSEN  •  EDDIE  QUILLAN  •  Produced  by  P.  J.  Wolfson  •  Directed  by  William  A.  Seiter  •  PANDRO  S.  BERMAN 
in  Charge  of  Production  •  Screen  Play  by  P.  J.  Wolfson 


RKO  RADIO'S  giant  of  ac- 
tion shows  .  .  .  Now  playing 
throughout  the  country  to 
some  of  the  most  satisfactory 
grosses  theatres  have  known 
in  months  ...  A  big  show  for 
big  business  RIGHT  NOW! 


with 


THOMAS  MITCHELL  •  EDNA  BEST-  FREDDIE  BARTHOLOMEW  -  TERRY 
KILBURN  -TIM  HOLT-  BABY  BOBBIE  QUILLAN . .  a'the  play's  the  thing" 

PRODUCTION  •  Produced  by   GENE  TOWNE   and   GRAHAM   BAKER  •  Directed  by  Edward  Ludwig 


Six  months  ago  we  promised 
that  you  could  look  for  one  of 
the  greatest  novelty  adventure 
dramas  the  screen  ever  knew  in 
'Swiss  Family  Robinson". ..Now 
ifs  virtually  completed,  and  the 
results  justify  the  most  enthu- 
siastic claims  any  company  ever 
made  for  a  great  attraction. 


HUNCHBACK 
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AND  MORE  AND  MORE  TO  COME  FROM 
RKO  . . .  THE  TALK  OF  THE  INDUSTRY! 


Monday,  November  27,  1939 


13% 


BAILY 


AUSSIE  MAY  ADOPT 
"DEFREEZING"  POLICY 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

operation  of  the  film  interests  in 
strengthening  dollar  exchange,  thus 
increasing  the  capacity  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  purchase  war  materials 
in  <vjU.  S.  British  "freezing"  ratio 
is  Supper  cent.  Thus  far,  no  specific 
figures  has  been  discussed  here. 

Government  is  empowered  under 
national  security  regulations  to  re- 
strict or  prohibit  export  of  funds. 
A  modified  system  of  restriction  is 
now  operating  under  which  export- 
I  ers  must  obtain  permission  from  the 
Commonwealth  Bank,  but  the  gov- 
ernment wishes  to  meet  the  conveni- 
ence of  film  distribs.  and  other  busi- 
ness as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
U.  K.  war  needs. 

The  Government  is  reported  con- 
templating some  control  of  domes- 
tic private  investment  to  conserve 
Australian  funds.  Resriction  of  new 
theater  construction  is  mentioned  in 
this  connection. 


Hammons  is  "Encouraged" 

After  Erpi,  RFC  Confab 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

with  Erpi  and  RFC  representatives, 
relative  to  the  RFC  loan  to  the  com- 
pany. He  said  "things  looked  en- 
couraging" and  that  he  would  make 
a  report  on  the  session  to  the  credi- 
tors at  a  meeting  slated  for  Wed- 
nesday. 


Nate  Golden  Honored 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Nathan  D.  Golden, 
Commerce  Department's  motion  pic- 
ture division  chieftain,  was  elected 
commander  of  the  National  Press 
Club  Post  of  the  American  Legion 
at  a  meeting  held  in  the  National 
Press   Club  this  week. 


Jerry  Schneider  Dead 

Detroit — Gerald  P.  (Jerry)  Schnei- 
der., 41,  manager  of  the  Stratford  I 
Theater,  pioneer  west  side  house  es- 
tablished and  still  owned  by  his 
father,  F.  A.  Schneider,  died  from 
a  heart  attack.  His  widow  and  one 
son   survive. 


3est  wishes   from  THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  27 

Astrid   Allwyn 

Madge    Hunt 

Herbert  J.  Ochs 

John  Hunter  Booth 

Ruth    Morrow 


ALONG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •      TODAY 'tis  a  pleasure  to  call  to  the  industry  witness 

stand two   star   journalists the   Messrs.   Walter   Winchell   and 

John  Rosenfield,  Jr that  they  may  read  into  your  personal  record 

most  conclusive  testimony just  in  case  you  didn't  read  what 

they   had   to   say   last   week   in   the   local   Daily   Mirror   and   the   Dallas 

News  respectively The  purpose  is  to  prove  that  adage: "You 

Can't  Keep  a  Good  Man  Down" 

T  T  T 

•  •      e     WALTER  WINCHELL  says (under  heading  "New 

York  Novelette") : "I  don't  know  why  he  prefers  having  his 

name  omitted The  people  who  don't  know  him  won't  recog- 
nize him  from  this — and  the  people  who  do  know  him — can't  help 

but  recognize  him Tennyrate,  he  was  a  top  talent  scout  for 

Paramount  some  seasons  ago A  job  with  big  dough  and  pres- 
tige— and  then  one  day  he  lost  his  job.     The  going  started  to  get 

tougher He  returned  to  Broadway  where  things  got  worse. 

His  wife  and  child  left  him — even  after  he  got  a  Guggenheim  com- 
mission to  do  one  of  the  best  short  films  ever  produced.   Me  lived 

in  Greenwich  Village  with  his  brother,  who  made  $35  weekly 

Somehow,  through  all  his  tribulations  Our  Hero  managed  to  keep 
up  that  magic  essential  of  show  business  known  as  'a  front' 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      "SO  what  happened? If  it  could  happen  to  you  you'd 

be  a  millionaire   in   a   year,   which    he   will   probably   be   a   year   from 

now He  found  a  rich  backer  for  a  play  he  read The  critics 

to  a  man  turned  in  rave  reports The  cast  is  small  and  there's  only 

one  setting Playgoers  are  furious  because  they   have   to  stand  in 

line   for    hours    to    get    seats    for    two    months    hence In    short,    he 

wasn't  licked  because  things  went  rotten He  now  has  the  biggest 

hit   on   the   boards!" (Editor's   Note:    Dear    Walter: We    know 

the  gent  to  whom  you  refer,  and  join  you  in  withholding  his  name 

We   admire,   respect  him.   and   express   the   hope   that   he   makes 

at  least  the  million  bucks  to  which  you  allude!) 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     JOHN    ROSENFIELD,   JR.,    will    you   now    take    the 

stand? Here's    what   John   writes: "We    knew    Tuesday 

(last)  that  things  had  happened in  the  movie  business 

Claud  Saunders  blew  into  our  office  and  that's  the  first  time  this 

has  happened We  have  heard  a  lot  about  Hollywood's  plight 

since  the  European  film  market  vanished In  this  way  only 

can  w_e-  account  for  Claud  Saunders'  emergence  from  retirement 

the  daddy  of  all  motion  picture  publicity,  advertising 

He  is  the  man  who  walked  into  Adolph  Zukor's  office  just  20 
years  ago  and  promised  to  multiply  box-office  receipts  500  per  cent 

for  a  three  months'  probationary  period Mr.  Saunders,  with 

the  aid  of  nine  hand-picked  field  workers,  realized  the  master 

salesman's  preposterous  promise After  that  the  whole  history 

of  motion  pictures  changed the  entire  industry  learned  the 

lesson  of  widening  the  base  of  public  support 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      "STILL  more  people  must  be  attracted  to  the  movie  houses 

So  Claud  Saunders  answers  the  bill,  leaving  his  comfortable  Scars- 

dale-on-the-Hudson    home,    to    set    his    cherubic    face    and    agate    eyes 

against  the  great  American  lethargy When  Claud  Saunders  rides 

again,  don't  expect  a  holdup Expect,  rather,  the  Paul  Revere  cry 

'To  the  box  office,  to  the  box  office,  the  British  aren't  coming  any  more' 
.His  first  job  is  Paramount's  'Geronimo' This  is  a  costly  pic- 
ture and  the  public  must  be  made  to  understand  that  it  isn't  just  another 
horse  opera." 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  »     •     NOPE,  you  can't  keep  a  good  man  down much 

less  two  of  them! 


BRIT.  RESTRICTIONS 
NOT  TO  AFFECT  PIX 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

president,  and  Barney  Balaban,  pres- 
ident of  Paramount,  declared  on  Fri- 
day, as  they  left  for  Hollywood 
conferences  at  their  respective  stu- 
dios, that  they  would  not  reduce  the 
number  of  pictures  tentatively  set 
for  next  season  because  of  the 
European  situation,  nor  would  they 
reduce  the  quality. 

Balaban  said  that  Paramount  had 
anticipated  the  restriction  and  had 
borrowed  money  in  England  so  that 
the  company  will  be  able  to  pay  off 
this  loan  with  cash  accumulated 
under  the  new  regulation. 

Balaban  said  the  studio  confer- 
ences would  revolve  around  next  sea- 
son's program.  Blumberg  described 
his  journey  as  a  routine  inspection 
trip. 

Rose  to  Discuss  British 

Production  at  Para.  H.  0. 


David  Rose,  Paramount's  manag- 
ing director  in  England,  is  due  in 
New  York  this  week  for  production 
conferences  with  home  office  ex- 
ecutives. Rose  may  remain  in  New 
York  until  the  return  of  Barney 
Balaban,  John  W.  Hicks  and  other 
top  officers  who  arrive  in  Hollywood 
today,  although  he  is  slated  to  go  to 
the   Coast  later. 

It  is  understood  that  Paramount 
will  attempt  to  resume  production 
in  England  shortly  after  the  first  of 
the  year. 

Rose  sailed  Saturday  on  the 
Staatendam. 


500  at  MPA  Dinner-Dance 

With  over  500  in  attendance,  the 
annual  dinner  and  dance  held  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates  Saturday 
night  at  the  Astor  was  one  of  the 
most  successful  affairs  ever  held  by 
the  organization.  Morris  Sanders, 
general  chairman,  Joseph  J.  Lee,  Moe 
Kurtz  and  Seymour  Florin  made  all 
arrangements.  A  large  floor  show 
was  presented  under  the  direction  of 
Ben  A.  Boyar.  A  number  of  indus- 
try executives  and  others  attended 
as  guests. 

Crabill  Funeral  Held 

Albany — Moe  Silver,  zone  man- 
ager and  Charlie  Smakwitz,  district 
manager,  have  returned  from  James- 
town, where  they  attended  the 
funeral  of  Mrs.  Ralph  Crabill,  wife 
of  Warner  Brothers  district  man- 
ager in  Western  New  York. 


Free  Xmns  Trailer 

Warners  is  preparing  to  service  all  of 
its  accounts  with  a  free  Christmas  trail- 
er, it  was  learned  at  the  home  office 
Wednesday.  Appearing  in  the  trailer, 
"The  Spirit  of  Christmas,"  are  the  Lane 
Sisters.  Cale  Page  and  May  Robson 
who  were  seen  in  "Four  Daughters." 
Trailer  includes  a  Christmas  carol  and 
holiday  greeting. 
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STUDIO  STRIKE  OFF 
AS  TRUCE  REACHED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  producers  be  given  an  opportu- 
nity on  or  about  Feb.  15,  1940,  to 
show  that  continuance  of  the  in- 
crease would  be  economically  im- 
possible. Bioff,  in  turn,  agreed  to 
surrender  the  increase  at  that  time 
if  convinced  of  the  necessity,  and 
also  to  surrender  increases  granted 
to  AF  of  L  crafts  subsequent  to 
Aug.   15,   1938. 

In  case  of  a  dispute  when  the 
subject  is  reopened,  all  parties 
agreed  to  submit  the  controversy 
to  an  arbitration  board.  Each  group 
will  select  an  arbitrator  and  these 
two  will  select  a  third  arbitrator, 
possibly  a  member  of  the  American 
Arbitration  Association.  All  have 
agreed  to  abide  by  the  decision  of 
this  board  as  final  settlement  of 
the  matter. 

A  walkout  of  the  studio  workers 
might  have  resulted  in  the  calling 
out  of  all  projectionists  in  U.  S. 
and  Canadian  theaters,  Bioff  was 
reported   to  have   indicated. 

The  strike  would  have  affected 
approximately  35,000  studio  work- 
ers and  would  have  halted  work  on 
between  35  and  40  pictures  cur- 
rently in  various  stages  of  pro- 
duction. 


Zanuck  Buys  Story,  Star 

and  Also  Writing  Staff 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Purchase  from  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn  of  the  story,  star  and 
writing  staff  for  the  production, 
"The  Sweetheart  of  Turret  One," 
was  announced  on  Friday  by  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck,  production  chief  at  20th- 
Fox. 


Rodgers  and  Ed  Kuykendall 
to  Address  Carolina  Exhibs. 


Charlotte — William  F.  Rodgers,  of 
M-G-M,  is  to  be  the  chief  speaker 
at  the  annual  convention  of  the  The- 
ater Owners  of  N.  and  S.  C.  to  be 
held  here  December  3-4  at  the  Hotel 
Charlotte.  Ed  Kuykendall  MPTOA 
head  will  also  address  the  members. 


Lab.  702  Meets  Tonight 

Open  meeting  is  being  held  to- 
night at  8:30  at  the  Hotel  Piccadilly 
by  Local  702,  lab.  technicians  union, 
to  discuss  plans  for  organizing  East- 
ern film  editors  and  cutters.  Invita- 
tions have  been  extended  by  the 
union  to  all  members  of  these  two 
crafts,  with  an  active  organizing 
campaign  to  be  instigated  immedi- 
ately by  the  union,  it  was  said. 


To  Vote  on  Sunday  Films 

Middleburg,  N.  Y. — Special  elec- 
tion on  Sunday  pix  issue  will  be  held 
here  today.  Town  has  a  single 
house,  Mitch  Conery's  Valley,  an 
indie. 


City  of  Atlanta  Appropriates  $5,000 

to  Plug  "Gone  With  the  Wind's9'  Debut 

Atlanta — Plans  for  celebration  here  in  connection  with  the  world  premiere  on  Dec. 
15  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  at  Loew's  Crand  were  given  impetus  over  the  week  end 
when  the  City  Council  approved  a  $5,000  fund  for  the  city's  participation.  Money  will 
provide  decorations  for  the  Auditorium,  where  on  the  night  of  Dec.  14  the  Cone  With  the 
Wind  Ball  will  be  held.  City  fund  will  also  serve  to  defray  expenses  for  presents  to  be 
given    to   distinguished    visitors. 

Manager  Eddie  Pentecost,  of  the  2,031 -seat  Crand,  says  that  all  seats  have  been 
reserved  for  the  first  full  week's  matinee  and  evening  performances.     Scale  is  $1.10-$1.50. 


Holiday  Week-End  Gives 

B'way  Cause  for  Thanks 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  houses  ran  far  ahead  of  1938's 
Thanksgiving,  which  was  marked  by 
inclement  weather.  Week-end  biz 
trend  continued  firm. 

The  Paramount  reported  it  had 
its  biggest  Thanksgiving  in  its  his- 
tory, with  "The  Cat  and  the  Can- 
ary" on  the  screen,  and  Tony  Martin 
and  Jan  Savitt's  ork  on  the  stage. 

Radio  City  Music  Hall's  "take" 
was  "very  big"  with  M-G-M's  "Ni- 
notchka"  starting  its  third  week, 
after  playing  to  300,000  admissions 
in  a  fortnight.  The  Roxy,  playing 
"Day-time  Wife,"  and  the  Capitol, 
showing  "Another  Thin  Man," 
checked  in  with  reports  of  "thor- 
oughly satisfactory"  grosses,  as  did 
the  Strand  where  "The  Roaring 
Twenties"  continued  its  run,  with 
Bob  Crosby's  band  on  stage.  Roxy 
had  only  one  better  Turkey  Day 
in  its  history,  it  was  said.  Biz  was 
likewise  brisk  at  the  Rivoli,  the 
third  week  of  Universal's  "First 
Love." 


Harry  Brandt,  Allied  Unit 

Heads  Confer  in  Chicago 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Allied,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
certain  industry  problems. 

According  to  Kirsch,  the  confer- 
ences will  relate  to  the  defunct  trade 
practice  Code,  film  stars  on  the  air 
and  other  matters.  Whether  ITOA 
and  Allied  will  join  hands  in  at- 
tempting to  formulate  a  new  Code 
was  a  topic  for  speculation  here  over 
the  week-end.  It  was  believed  by 
some  that  Brandt  would  seek  Allied 
co-operation  in  a  campaign  to  get 
picture  stars  off  the  air. 

Brandt  is  making  a  Coast-to- 
Coast  tour,  holding  confabs  with 
exhibitor  groups  en  route. 


Finish  "Roll,  Wagons  Roll" 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Tex  Ritter's  latest 
picture,  "Roll,  Wagons,  Roll,"  pro- 
duced by  Edward  Finney  in  Kanab, 
Utah,  has  just  been  completed  and 
will  be  released  the  latter  part  of 
this  month.  The  picture  directed 
by  Al  Herman,  was  shot  within  sight 
of  Zion  National  Park  with  several 
hundred  cowboys  and  Indians  taking 
part  in  the  covered  wagon  and  In- 
dian fight  sequences  of  this  Mono- 
gram Picture. 


Bingo  Is  Banned 

Newark,  N.  J.  —  Bingo  has  been 
ordered  banned  throughout  Essex 
County  by  William  A.  Wachenfeld, 
county  prosecutor. 


Legion  of  Decency  Finds 

Objectionable  Pix  Gain 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

jectionable  in  part,  207  found  unob- 
jectionable for  adults  and  324  were 
given  an  okay  for  general  patron- 
age. 

Report  was  made  public  Friday  by 
the  Episcopal  Committee  on  Motion 
Pictures.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
during  the  last  year  there  has  been 
a  slight  increase  in  pictures  found 
to  be  objectionable  in  part  and  in 
those  which  are  condemned.  Last 
year  32  pictures  were  considered 
partially  objectionable  as  against  50 
in  the  current  year's  report,  while 
7  were  condemned  last  year  as  com- 
pared with  9  for  the  period  of  1938- 
1939. 

Legion  of  Decency  pledge  will  be 
renewed  in  all  Catholic  churches  in 
the    U.    S.   on   Dec.   10. 

The  Episcopal  Committee  stressed 
the  desirability  of  strengthening 
diocesan  organizations  of  the  Leg- 
ion so  that  "the  united  effort  which 
has  been  manifested  throughout  the 
country  may  be  maintained  and  the 
standards  of  decency  and  morality 
in  motion  pictures  upheld." 


Illinois  Allied  Defers 

Launching  Buying  Co-op 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  the  season  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  get  the  plan  in  operation, 
stressing  the  fact,  however,  that  the 
subject  was  still  under  consideration 
and  might  be  started  next  season. 

Kirsch  said  his  Allied  unit  would 
continue  to  wage  a  campaign  against 
double  bills  in  the  Chicago  area. 


Set  Party  for  Kiddies 

The  Annual  Warner  Club  Christ- 
mas Party  for  the  children,  nieces, 
nephews,  etc.,  of  WB  metropolitan 
employes  will  be  held  Dec.  16,  at 
the  Vitaphone  studios  in  Brooklyn. 
Show  will  be  entitled  "Santa  Claus 
at  the  Circus."  Committee  includes 
Ralph  Budd,  Harry  Mayer,  Harold 
Rodner,  S.  S.  Schneider,  Jules  Levey, 
Max  Blaekman,  Stuart  Aarons,  Rob- 
ert Salomons,  Irving  Birnbaum  and 
Nat  Fellman,  president  of  the  War- 
ner Club. 


Dallas  V.C.  Honors  NSS 

Dallas — Entire  personnel  of  the 
local  branch  of  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, will  be  honored  at  luncheon  by 
the  Dallas  Variety  Club  today. 
R.  J.  (Bob)  O'Donnell,  Chief  Barker 
of  Tent  No.  17,  will  preside.  Speaker 
will  be  William  McCraw,  former  At- 
torney General  of  Texas.  Alexander 
Woollcott  will  be  a  guest. 


RODGERS  SAYS  M-G-M 
PROGRAM  85%  SOLD 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day  sales  meeting  at  the  Drake 
Hotel  late  yesterday. 

Expressing  optimism  over  the  out- 
look for  the  business,  Rodgerz;  said 
he  expected  the  company  to  i\r'  cer 
a  substantial  increase  in  sales^over 
the  same  period  last  year  and  that 
indications  were  that  selling  on  the 
current  lineup  would  be  completed 
before  the  end  of  December. 

Branch  and  district  managers  were 
called  here  to  discuss  sales  in  general 
and  the  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  sell- 
ing plans  in  particular. 


'Home  Rule'  Selling  Policy 
is  Adopted  by  Universal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing"  has  been  adopted  by  Sales  Man- 
ager William  Scully  in  the  belief 
that  deals  can  be  speeded  up,  with 
less  red  tape  in  approving  contracts 
in  New  York. 

Six  district  managers  have  almost 
complete  authority  in  approving; 
contracts  in  their  respective  areas 
and,  it  is  understood,  branch  man- 
agers  have  broader  powers,  also. 


Managerial  Realignment 

Affects  Detroit  Houses 


Detroit — Death  of  Claude  Dear- 
dorff,  manager  fo  the  Broadway- 
Capitol  Theater,  has  caused  a  shift 
of  managers  by  United  Detroit  The- 
aters at  nearly  a  dozen  houses. 

Moves  of  managers  are:  Dow 
Thompson,  Riviera  to  Broadway- 
Capitol;  Frank  Upton,  Cinderella  to 
Riviera;  Clark  Field,  Ramona  to 
Cinderella;  Donald  Dunn,  Alber  to 
Ramona;  James  Easson,  Rosedale  to 
Alger. 

Changes  of  assistant  managers 
are:  Grant  Hawkins,  Fisher  to 
United  Artists;  Earl  Cutter,  Broad- 
way-Capitol to  Fisher;  Nathan  Al- 
lor,  Cinderella  to  Broadway-Capitol; 
Howard  Wills,  Vogue  to  Cinderella. 

Three  men  rate  a  promotion  in 
ranks:  Cassius  Smith,  assistant  at 
the  United  Artists,  to  manager  of  the 
Rosedale:  Clinton  Wells,  second  as- 
sistant at  the  United  Artists  to  first 
assistant  at  the  Vogue;  and  Clifford 
Brown,  third  assistant  at  the  Michi- 
gan, to  second  assistant  at  the 
United  Artists. 


Samuel  X.  Gaylord  Expires 

Detroit — Samuel  X.  Gaylord,  78, 
formerly  president  of  the  Miles  The- 
ater Co.,  is  dead.  He  had  been  in- 
active for  several  years. 


Andy  Anderson  Dies 

Andy  Anderson,  41,  former  musi- 
cal director  for  Educational,  died 
Friday.  Funeral  services  were  held 
yesterday  at  Far  Rockaway,  L.  I. 
He  had  been  directing  his  own  or- 
chestra at  the  Show  Bar,  Forest  Hills 
night  club. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


U.  S.  Pix  Firms  Asks  Grew  to  Protest  at  Japans  Tactics 

$1,740,11  YEARLY  PROjjfREPORTED  RYWARNERS 

Metro  1940-41  Plans  Unaffected  by  U.  K.  Money  Policy 


Remittance   Restrictions  Will 

Not  Hit  Production,  States 

Lichtman 

Chicago — Britain's  decision  to  re- 
strict remittances  to  U.  S.  distribu- 
tors will  not  affect  M-G-M's  pro- 
duction budget  or  plans  for  the 
coming  season,  Al  Lichtman,  vice- 
president,  declared  here.  Similar 
views  were  expressed  last  week  by 
Paramount  and  Universal  top  execs. 

Lichtman,  who  is  due  in  New  York 
today,  said  he  was  very  optimistic 
over  the  domestic  outlook  and  prep- 
arations were  going  ahead  at  the 
studio    in   their    normal    channels. 


"WIND"  TERMS  BASED 
ON  INDIVIDUAL  DEALS 


Chicago — Individual  contracts  will 
govern  the  sellling  terms  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  William  F.  Rod- 
gers,  M-G-M  general  sales  manager, 
declared  here  yesterday.  Rodgers 
added  that  it  was  against  company 
policy  to  make  public  announcement 
as  to  the  nature  of  deals  with  its 
customers  and  that  he  would  make 
no  exception  in  the  case  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind." 

Although  indicating  that  the  per- 
centage terms  would  be  high,  he  de- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Extended  Playing  Time 

Rules  In  Oklahoma  City 

Oklahoma  City— Policy  of  extend- 
ed playing  time  on  major  films  has 
been  adopted  here  with  both  Stand- 
ard Theaters  and  T.  B.  Noble,  Jr.'s 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

27  Re-issues  and  Revivals 
Offered  Canadian  Exhibs 


Toronto — Total  of  27  re-issues  and 
revivals  are  now  available  in  the 
Dominion,  checkup  shows. 

Getting  bookings  are: 

UA:    "The    Hurricane"    and    "A 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


National  Theater  Business  Generally 

Higher,  Survey  of  Circuits  Discloses 

National  business  was  generally  up  during  the  four-day  week-end  starting  Thanks- 
giving Day,  a  survey  of  major  circuits  showed  yesterday.  With  26  states  observing 
the  Roosevelt  proclaimed  holiday  and  22  others  waiting  until  Nov.  30,  additional 
boost  for  circuit  revenues  this  week  was  anticipated.  Circuit  biz  was  especially 
strong  over  the  holiday  week-end   in   the   Mid-West. 


METRO'S  CONCESSIONS  LOWER  PRICES  SPEED 
UNFEASIBLE  IN  CANADA    SALES  OF  TELE  SETS 


Chicago — Three  principal  reasons 
why  the  M-G-M  contract  concessions 
could  not  be  extended  to  Canadian 
exhibitors  were  explained  yesterday 
by  H.  L.  Nathanson,  of  Regal  Films, 
Toronto,  who  attended  the  M-G-M 
sales  conference  here  over  last  week- 
end. 

Nathanson  summed  up  the  factors 
involved  as  follows:  First,  the  ex- 
change situation  with  approximately 
11   per   cent  discount  against    Can- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Will  Rename  J.  M.  Schenck 
Head  of  UA  Theater  Circuit 


All  directors  of  United  Artists 
Theater  Circuit  were  re-elected  at  a 
meeting  of  stockholders  yesterday 
in  Baltimore.  The  directors  will 
meet  this  week  to   re-elect   officers, 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


First  test  of  television  set  manu- 
facturers to  ascertain  if  the  public 
will  buy  sets  at  reduced  prices  has 
been  completed  successfully  by  RCA 
in  the  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  area,  it 
was  disclosed  yesterday.  On  the 
basis  of  the  showing  made  by  this 
test,  with  over  100  sets  sold  in  less 
than  a  month  following  an  adver- 
tising campaign,  it  is  expected  that 
the  set  manufacturers  will  adopt  the 
same  policy  in  the  New  York  mar- 
ket in  the  near  future. 

No  prices  were  quoted  in  the  ads 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Majors  Deny  Conspiracy 

in  Folly  Suit  Answers 

Answers  were  filed  yestreday  in 
the  Federal  Court  by  20th-Fox, 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  Universal 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Japan  Accused  of  Discriminatory 
Tactics/  Ask  Grew  to  File  Protest 


243  of  Paris's  353  Film 

Theaters  Are  Now  Open 


Paris  (By  Cable)— With  243  of 
the  Paris  cinemas  now  open,  there 
remains  but  90  still  dark.  Closing 
hour  has  been  fixed  at  11  p.m.,  and 
theaters  are  again  permitted  to  post 
placards  and  other  exploitation  fea- 
tures. 

Resumption  of  production  is  fore- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Tokio  (By  Cable) — Six  American 
motion  picture  companies  yesterday 
asked  U.  S.  Ambassador  Joseph  C. 
Grew  to  file  a  formal  protest  with 
the  Japanese  Government  against 
practices  they  contend  are  discrimi- 
natory and  in  restraint  of  trade. 

The  six  companies  involved  are 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  Paramount, 
Warner  Bros.,  RKO  Radio  and  20th 
Century-Fox.  They  told  the  Amer- 
ican Ambassador  that  more  than 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Compares    With     $1,929,721 

in  1938;  Total  Assets 

at  $168,617,990 

Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  and 
its  subsidiaries  earned  a  net  profit 
of  $1,740,907.86  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  Aug.  26  last,  which,  after 
providing  for  the  current  year's 
dividend  on  the  preferred  stock,  is 
equivalent  to  36c  per  share  on  the 
common,  exclusive  of  the  shares 
held  in  the  treasury,  it  is  revealed 
by  the  consolidated  statement  is- 
sued  today. 

This  compares  with  an  operating 
profit  of  $1,929,721.32  for  the  pre- 
ceding fiscal  year  which  ended  Aug. 
27,  1938,  which,  calculated  on  a 
similar  basis,  was  equivalent  to  41c 
per  share  on  the  common. 

No   dividends   have  been   paid   on 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


16  STANLEY-WARNER 
HOUSES  GOING  DUAL 


Philadelphia  —  Stanley  -  Warner 
goes  dual  in  many  more  houses  this 
week,  with  about  16  houses  in  the 
area,  14  of  them  in  the  city,  sched- 
uled to  adopt  the  policy  one  or  more 
days  a  week.  Circuit  has  been  ex- 
perimenting with  the  twin  bills  in  a 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Bank  Night  Ban  Lifted 

Temporarily  Thru  Writ 

Troy,  O.  —  Temporary  injunction 
granted  by  the  Court  of  Appeals 
permitted  resumption  of  Bank  Night 
operations  by  the  Mayflower  The- 
ater,   pending    a    hearing    Dec.    11 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


53  of  64  Itinerant  Exhibs. 
in  Canada  Show  16  MM.  Pix 


Montreal — Although  the  trend  is 
toward  permanent  theaters  in  most 
of  the  provinces,  64  itinerant  opera- 
tors   filed    reports    in    Canada    for 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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SECURITY 


Newsreel  Ail-Americans 

Agree  on  Four  Positions 

With  the  country's  Monday  morn- 
ing quarterbacks  busily  at  work  se- 
lecting their  all-American  teams, 
Movietone  News,  News  of  the  Day 
and  Paramount  News  have  contrib- 
uted their  selections,  the  sports  de- 
partments of  the  three  reels  unani- 
mously agreeing  upon  four  positions 
and  seven  further  positions  being 
agreed  upon  by  two  of  them. 

Selections  are  as  follows:  Movie- 
tone News,  ends,  Kerr,  Notre  Dame; 
Kavanaugh,  Louisiana  State;  tackles, 
McCollum,  Tulane;  Stella,  Army; 
guards,  Smith,  U.  S.  C;  Suffridge, 
Tennessee;  center,  Schiechl,  Santa 
Clara;  quarterback,  Cafego,  Tennes- 
see; halfbacks,  Harmon,  Michigan; 
Kinnick,  Iowa;  fullback,  Kimbrough, 
Texas  A.  &  M. 

News  of  the  Day:  ends,  Kerr, 
Notre  Dame;  Kavanaugh,  Louisiana 
State;  tackles,  Duggan,  Oklahoma; 
Drahos,  Cornell;  guards,  Smith, 
U.  S.  C;  Suffridge,  Tennessee;  cen- 
ter, Kodros,  Michigan;  quarterback, 
Cafego,  Tennessee;  halfbacks:  Wash- 
ington; U.  C.  L.  A.;  Harmon,  Michi- 
gan; fullback,  Kimbrough,  Texas 
A.  &  M. 

Paramount  News:  ends,  Rankin, 
Purdue;  Sarkinen,  Ohio  State;  tac- 
kles, Drahos,  Cornell;  McCollum,  Tu- 
lane; guards,  Suffridge,  Tennessee; 
Smith,  U.  S.  C;  center,  Schiechl, 
Santa  Clara;  quarterback,  Cafego, 
Tennessee;  halfbacks,  McFadden, 
Clemson;  Kinnick,  Iowa;  fullback, 
Kimbrough,  Texas  A.  &  M. 

No  selections  were  made  by  Pathe 
or  Universal  newsreels. 


S-l  Starts  One  in  March, 

Another  in  April  for  UA 

West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Selznick-International, 
which  suspends  production  activity 
upon  the  completion  next  month  of 
"Rebecca,"  will  resume  in  March 
when  an  untitled  film  for  UA  re- 
lease will  go  before  the  cameras. 
Another  S-I  pix  for  UA  will  start  in 
April.     Title  has  not  been  set. 

Conferences  early  next  year  will 
determine  future  films  to  be  made 
for  UA. 


Ascap  Opinion  Sought 

Madison,  Wis.— Secretary  of  State 
Fred  R.  Zimmerman  has  requested 
Attorney  General  John  E.  Martin 
for  an  opinion  as  to  his  constitu- 
tional right  in  forcing  Ascap  to  take 
out  a  state  license  before  being  per- 
mitted to  continue  transacting  busi- 
ness in  Wisconsin.  Such  a  license 
has  been  required  under  the  1935 
law  and  its  strengthening  amend- 
ment in  1937  but  no  effort  has  been 
made  to  enforce  it. 


Answer  Brice  Suit 

Chicago — Twenty-page  answer  has 
been  filed  by  Kenneth  Karr,  20th- 
Fox  local  counsel,  to  the  $500,000 
damage  suit  brought  by  Fannie 
Brice  and  resulting:  from  "The  Rose 
of  Washington  Square."  Answer 
specifically  denies  all  allegations  in 
the  complaint. 


100%   Hold-Overs  for  Kyser 
Pix  as  Result  of  Heavy  Biz 

"That's  Right,  You're  Wrong," 
starring  Kay  Kyser,  has  scored  100 
per  cent  hold-overs  following  top 
grosses  on  Thanksgiving  Day  and 
over  the  week-end.  Pix  is  doing 
the  biggest  business  in  the  key 
situations  where  it  has  opened  to 
date  of  any  RKO  Radio  Picture 
since  "Gunga  Din,"  according  to  the 
home  office. 

New  York  City  extended  run  is 
set  for  the  Loew's  Criterion  The- 
ater beginning  tomorrow  evening 
with   a  gala  premiere. 


Sponsored  Broadcast  Will 

Plug  "Gulliver"  Premiere 

Miami  —  Franco-American  Spa- 
ghetti will  sponsor  a  special  broad- 
cast in  connection  with  the  world 
premiere  of  Paramount's  "Gulliver's 
Travels"  over  CBS,  Dec.  18.  Pic- 
ture will  open  the  same  evening  at 
the  Sheridan  theater,  Miami  Beach. 
Broadcast  will  be  carried  by  52  out- 
lets with  WQAM  originating  the 
program. 

Lanny  Ross  and  Jessica  Drago- 
nette  are  co-starred  in  the  film  which 
is  Paramount's  first  feature-length 
cartoon.    It  is  done  in  Technicolor. 


"Drums"  and  Dick  Powell 
Break  Records  in  Chicago 

Chicago — "Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk" (20th-Fox)  and  Dick  Powell 
in  person  are  scoring  heavily  here  at 
the  B  &  K  Chicago  theater.  Combina- 
tion broke  a  year-and-a-half  open- 
ing record  on  Friday  during  a  bad 
rain  storm.  Picture  and  stage  show 
will  be  held  for  a  second  week,  al- 
though Powell  will  be  out  due  to 
contract  commitment  in  Milwaukee. 


RKO  Announces  New  Deals 
With  Four  More  Circuits 


Four  more  circuit  deals  represent- 
ing' about  100  theaters  were  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Ned  Depinet, 
RKO  vice-president.  Circuits  closed 
include  the  M.  A.  Shea,  F.  H.  Dur- 
kee,  Wometco  and  the  Haynes 
groups. 

Negotiations  are  now  on  with 
Comerford  representatives  who  are 
in  New  York. 


Book  Night  Used  by  Five 
Chicago  Warner  Theaters 

Chicago — Five  Warner  houses  are 
now  using  Book  Night,  with  the 
Standard  Encyclopedia  as  the  give- 
away. Extension  to  other  houses  is 
nossible. 


Young  woman,  college  graduate,  now 
employed  in  leading  film  firm  wishes 
to  make  change.  Thorough  experience 
titling  foreign  films.  Also  experience 
assistant    booker. 

Box  No.  1407  THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501   B'way  N.  Y.  C. 


comma  finD  going 


W.  F.  RODCERS,  AL  LICHTMAN,  TOM  CON- 
NORS, ED  SAUNDERS  and  other  Metro  execs, 
attending  the  Chicago  sales  huddle  return  to 
the    home   office   today. 

HARRY  M.  BESSEY,  secretary-treasurer  of 
Altec,  has  returned  to  the  home  offia-sfter 
a    trip    through    the    South.  f "  I 

ARCHIE  MAYO,  director  of  Walter  Wanger's 
"House  Across  the  Bay,"  GEORGE  RAFT  and 
JOAN  BENNETT,  co-stars  of  the  film,  will  come 
here  from  the  Coast  for  vacations  as  soon  as 
the   picture   is   completed. 

CHAS  DE  CRUZ,  editor  of  Heraldo,  Argentine 
trade  paper,  arrives  here  Saturday  on  the  Acon- 
cagua fom   Buenos  Aires. 

DAVID  BLANKENHORN  has  returned  to  the 
Coast  after   a   short  stay   here. 

RAY    MILLAND   is   at   the   Waldorf. 

DANNY  WINKLER   is   here   from   the   Coast. 

PATRICIA  ELLIS  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  a  personal  appearance  tour  in  the  Mid- 
West. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR  and  his  wife,  BARBARA 
STANWYCK,  returned  to  the  Coast  yesterday 
after  a  vacation  in  New  York  and  a  stop-over 
in  South  Bend,  Ind.,  for  the  USC-Notre  Dame 
game. 

LOU  IRWIN  returns  to  the  Coast  tomorrow 
after  a    stay   here. 

SIG  SCHLACER,  prexy  of  Producers  Distribu- 
ting Corp.,  has  returned  to  New  York  after  a 
flying  visit  to  the  Mid-West  and  California  on 
business. 

JOSEPH  FRIEDMAN,  managing  director  in 
Europe  for  Columbia,  returns  there  tomorrow 
via    Clipper. 

OSA  MASSEN,  just  signed  by  Walter  Wanger 
to  a  long-term  contract,  leaves  the  Coast  this 
week-end    for    New    York. 

A.  A.  SCHUBART,  manager  of  exchange  oper- 
ations for  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  returned  to  the 
home  office  yesterday  after  a  tour  of  several 
exchanges,  including  Washington,  Memphis  and 
Oklahoma    City. 


"Four  Daughters"  on  Air 
as  Plug  for  "Four  Wives" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Warners  have  ar- 
ranged a  tie-up  with  the  Lux  Radio 
Theater  for  Dec.  3,  for  representa- 
tion of  "Four  Daughters"  with  orig- 
inal cast,  which  is  the  same  as  the 
cast  in  "Four  Wives,"  soon  to  be 
released.  Ten  minutes  of  time  will 
be  devoted  to  discussing  filming  of 
"Four  Wives."  Sixty  exhibitors 
throughout  country  have  bought  spot 
announcements  on  their  local  sta- 
tions following  broadcast  plugging 
of  the  local  showing  of  picture. 

Operate  on  Gus  Kerasotes 

Springfield,  111. — Gus  Kerasotes, 
owner  of  the  Strand  and  Senate  the- 
aters and  partner  with  his  brother 
in  the  Kerasotes  theaters  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  was  operated  for 
appendicitis   in    St.   John's   hospital. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Tim*. 
George   Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

-«&  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By   Richard   Miibaum   and   Harry   Cork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat. 


Priscilla  Lane 
Rosemary  Lane 
Lola  Lane 
Gale  Page 
May  Robson 


****  55* 


Running  time;  2  minutes  •  Length;  200  feet 

* 

With  an  especially  prepared 
musical  score  by  Leo  F.  Forbstein 
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WHITE  NOW!  #  Your  Local  Exchange  of 
PHONE  NOW!  #  W A  R  N  E  R 
WIRE  NOW! 4  BROS. 
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"WIND"  TERMS  BASED 
ON  INDIVIDUAL  DEALS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

scribed  quoted  figures  arid  other  re- 
ported selling-  policies  on  the  pic- 
ture as  being'  "all  wet."  No  gen- 
eral release  date  has  been  set,  he 
said. 

Rodgers  returned  last  night  to 
New  York,  accompanied  by  Al  Licht- 
man. 


Will  Rename  J.  M.  Schenck 
Head  of  UA  Theater  Circuit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

headed    by    Joseph    M.    Schenck    as 
prexy. 

Re-elected  directors  were  Harry 
D.  Buckley,  A.  H.  Frisch,  Joseph 
H.  Moskowitz,  Bertram  S.  Nayfack, 
Dennis  F.  O'Brien,  Willard  V.  King, 
William  P.  Philips,  Joseph  M. 
Schenck   and   Lee   Shubert. 


27  Re-issues  and  Revivals 
Offered  Canadian  Exhibs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Star  Is  Born";  "Dark  Angel"  may 
be  added. 

Warners:  "Submarine  D-l"  and 
six  John  Wayne  Westerns,' 

Columbia:  "Lady  for  a  Day,"  "It 
Happened  One  Night,"  "Black 
Room"  and  "Broadway  Bill." 

Paramount:  "The  Eagle  and  the 
Hawk,"  available  in  all  provinces 
except  Ontario. 

Superior:  "Tumbleweeds,"  "Sky 
Devils,"  "Death  Kiss,"  "The  Last 
Mile"  and  nine  others. 


Bank  Night  Ban  Lifted 

Temporarily  Thru  Writ 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

from  an  appeal  of  a  lower  court  de- 
cision holding  the  Bank  Night  to 
be  a  lottery.  C.  F.  Pfister,  manager, 
said  Bank  Night — which  was  sus- 
pended for  a  week — would  be  re- 
sumed immediately.  The  lower  court 
decision  against  Bank  Night  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  state. 


"<-\~a  "/•-■■    v~ 


Best  wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  28 
H.    Emerson    Yorke 
Melville  A.   Shauer 

John    Willard 

Arthur    Stone 
Maurice   McKenzie 

David    Miller 


•  •      •      SO  great  is  the  current  influence  of  the  Wild  West that 

it  wouldn't  be  surprising  if  Santa  Claus  made  his  annual  p. a.  tour 

decked   out  like  Bill   Boyd.   Tex   Ritter.   or   the   Three   Mesquiteers 

or,  mayhap,  in  the  guise  of  an  Indian  Chief There  is  evidence 

T            T            T 
9      •      •     O'ER  the  land "Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  con- 
tinues to  pulsate at  the  happy  instigation  of  20th-Fox 

Also  are  echoing  loudly  the  triple  premieres  held  last  week   in 

Arizona  by  Paramount which  launched  in  Phoenix,  Safford 

and    Tucson the    epic    "Geronimo" concerning    which 

Para.'s  keen  Carl  Krueger  wires  us: "53  years  after  he  was 

led  out  of  Arizona  at  the  point  of  a  rifle Geronimo  (in  per- 
son)   returned surrounded   by   all   the   trappings   Hollywood 

could  devise Paramount  Pictures  flashed  across  the  screens 

a  pictorial  version  of  some  of  the  bloodier  escapades  in  the 

life  of  the  Southwest 's  worst  Indian  bad  man There   were 

Hollywood  stars There  were  bands There  were  painted. 

yelling  Indians  doing  the  famed  Apache  Devil  Dance" .It's  a 

long,  colorful  message dealing  with  all  the  big  doings 

which  was  climaxed  by  the  three-day.  State-wide,  "Valley  of  the 
Sun  Geronimo   Celebration" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      THAT    the    triple    premieres    were    sensational there's 

no    doubt but    Para,    may    have    to    wait    patiently    before    getting 

audience    opinion from    their   redskin    guests for   the    Krueger 

wire  reports: "What  any  of  them  thought  of  the  picturized  version 

of  the  Apache  warlord's  career was  difficult  to  determine  from  the 

stoical  facial  expressions as  they  stolidly  watched  the  film  unreel 

Anything  they  may  give  vocal  expression may  be  sometime 

in  forthcoming as  is  the  Apache  fashion" Now  wouldn't  you 

think  that  those   redskin   guys   who   got   Annie   Oakleys would   be 

decent  enough  to  at  least  say "Ugh!" 

T  T  T 

•  ♦      •     NOT  to  be  outdone  by  Arizona or  Northern  New 

York with  their  respective  "Geronimo"  and  "Drums  Along 

the  Mohawk" Gimbels  locally  is  spreading  the  Cowboy-Indian 

fever  via  stupendous  tableaux of  the  Lone  Ranger,  Buffalo 

Bill,  Davy  Crockett,  General  Custer,  Sitting  Bull,  Daniel  Boone, 

et  al It  looks  as  though  Santa  were   goin'  to   arrive  with 

Reservations but  we  hope  not 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  afternoon RKO-Radio  is  holding  a  cocktail  shin- 
dig in  the  Waldorf-Astoria  for  Kay  Kyser and  the  "entire  faculty" 

anent    "That's    Right,    You're    Wrong" which    opens    at    the    local 

Criterion  tomorrow  for  an  extended  run.  .  .  •  Mayor  La  Guardia  re- 
ceived a  gold  card emblematic  of  life   membership   in   Local    802 

A  F  of  M at  the  union's  third  annual  medical  fund  benefit  concert 

last  night  in  Madison  Sq.  Garden.  .  .  •  Biz  is  speeding-up  at  the  Astor 
for  the  attraction  "Mill  on  the  Floss" This  department  is  in- 
formed that  gross  for  the  second  week rocketed  20  per  cent  over 

the  opening  week a  feather  in  the  Arnold  Van  Leer  chapeau 

who   is   handling   special   exploitation   on    the   pix.   .   .     •    What's   in    a 

Name     Dept Hollywood.     Md opened     its     first     pix     theater 

on  Saturday.  ..... 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     PHIL    M.'s   Philosophical    Paragraph: (extract 

from    Warner    Chicago    Theaters'    "Exploitation    Bulletin") .; 

"Great  Showmen  Are  Those  Who  Have  Initiative  And  Do  Things 
Before  You  Have  A  Chance  To  Tell  Them" 


«e   « 
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ASK  GREW  TO  PROTEST 
AT  JAPAN'S  TACTICS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

$1,500,000  in  motion  picture  revenue 
was  frozen  here  by  the  Japanese 
Government's  refusal  to  permit  re- 
mittances to  be  made  to  the,*.mer- 
ican  firms'  home  offices.  f'- 

Further  protest  was  made  against 
the  holding  up  of  some  scores  of 
American  pictures  by  the  customs 
officials  in  Yokohama.  Representa- 
tives of  U.  S.  distributors  asserted 
these  pictures  were  being  held  with- 
out  reason. 


243  of  Paris  353  Film 

Theaters  Are  Now  Open 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

cast,  though  French  cinemas  will 
face  no  immediate  dearth  of  French 
Dictures,  80  said  being  available  for 
booking. 

These  80  features  represent  an 
expenditure,  it  is  stated,  of  300,- 
000,000  francs,  a  goodly  portion  of 
which  producers  must  recoup  at  the 
'^ox-office  before  the  production  end 
of  the  industry  can  approach  its 
normal  course. 


Lillian  Hellman,  Craven 

Are  Signed  by  Sol  Lesser 

Sol  Lesser  has  signed  Lillian  Hell- 
man  to  write  the  screenplay  for 
"Our  Town"  which  will  be  made  by 
Lesser  for  United  Artists  release. 
Lillian  Hellman's  "The  Little  Foxes" 
is  a  current  hit  on  Broadway. 

Frank  Craven  has  been  engaged 
as  the  commentator,  the  role  he 
played  in  the  original  stage  produc- 
tion. 


"Harvest"  In  Philly  Dec.  28 

"Harvest"  has  been  set  for  its 
first-run  in  Detroit  in  the  Cinema 
Theater  and  in  Philadelphia  at  the 
Studio  Theater.  Opens  in  Philadel- 
phia Dec.  28.  Pix  is  currenly  in 
its  third  week  at  the  Little  Theater 
in  Baltimore  and  in  its  eighth  week 
at  the  World  in  New  York. 


Testing  Vaude   In   Lincoln 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Howard  Federer, 
for  his  Nebraska  Theaters,  Inc. 
here,  will  make  the  first  test  for 
vaude,  having  set  "French  Follies," 
for  the  Liberty,  Dec.  4-6. 


"Matt  Bites  Dog" 

When  an  Allied  leader  commends  an- 
other Allied  leader,  it  isn't  news,  but 
when  an  Allied  leader  gives  a  pat  on  the 
back  to  an  MPTOA  leader,  well — that's 
news.  In  a  bulletin  issued  by  ITO  of 
Ohio,  Secretary  Pete  Wood  reprinted  re- 
marks by  Ed  Kuykendall,  MPTOA  presi- 
dent, who  recently  protested  against 
the  failure  of  certain  distributors  to  pro- 
vide adequate  cancellation  provisions  in 
their  contracts.  Said  Wood:  "We 
always  knew  that  that  fine  southern 
background  of  Ed's  would  bring  him 
around  to  our  way  of  thinking.  A 
couple  of  gardenias  and  an  orchid  to 
you,    Ed." 
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LOWER  PRICES  SPEED 
SALES  OF  TELE  SETS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

used,  it  was  said,  with  $600  sets  re- 
duced to  $395,  $450  sets  sold  at 
$295^sind  similar  reductions  made 
in  li'_Jr  priced  sets,  with  a  definite 
public  reaction  to  the  lower  prices. 
It  is  estimated  that  Newburgh  and 
a  surrounding  area,  all  of  which  was 
covered  by  the  ad.  campaign,  has  a 
population  of  approximately  1- 
35th  of  the  New  York  area.  On 
this  basis  accelerated  set  sales  are 
expected  here  with  the  lower  price 
policy,  enabling  manufacturers  to 
step  up  production  volume. 

Dealers  are  reported  to  be  get- 
ting the  same  percentage  off  on  the 
sets  at  lower  prices.  Latest  re- 
ports state  that  Columbia  will  go 
on  the  air  with  regular  television 
programs  around  Feb.  1.  Plan  of  the 
set  manufacturers  to  lower  prices 
to  step  up  sales  volume  was  first 
disclosed  in  The  Film  Daily  some 
time   ago. 


Mrs.  Stillwell  Stricken 

Bedford,  0.— Mrs.  Lena  Stillwell, 
owner  and  manager  of  the  Bedford 
Theater,  is  at  the  Bedford  Hospital 
with  pneumonia. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Vivian  M.  Moses,  RKO  pressbook 
chief,  was  married  at  the  week-end 
in  Newark  to  Miriam  Brandon.    ■ 


Cleveland — Sam  P.  Gorrel,  Repub- 
lic branch  manager,  sprang  a  sur- 
prise on  the  industry  by  announc- 
ing his  marriage  on  Thanksgiving 
eve  to  Miss  Geraldine  Peters  of  this 
city. 


Cleveland — At  a  dinner  on  Thanks- 
giving day  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nat  Lefton,  announcement  was 
made  of  the  engagement  of  their 
son,  Gilbert,  to  Miss  Sylvia  Nadler, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nadler. 
Nat  Lefton  is  the  Ohio  Republic 
franchise  owner  and  Ben  Nadler  op- 
erates the  Franklin  Theater.  Gilbert 
Lefton  heads  the  Academy  Film 
Service,  a  non-theatrical  company 
supplying  film  service  to  schools, 
churches   and   clubs. 


Chicago — Margaret  Crane,  secre- 
tary to  Jack  Flynn,  Metro  district 
manager,  was  married  to  Joseph 
Fanning. 

St.  John,  N.  B. — L.  A.  Sprague, 
manager  of  the  Empire  here  and  in 
business  with  a  theater  equipment 
agency  as  a  sideline,  has  taken  to 
double  harness,  slipping  away  to 
Lakeville,  N.  B.,  150  miles  north,  to 
marry  Miss  Mary  Darrah,  also  of 
St.  John. 


Kay  Chmielin,  Warner  Theater 
Circuit  contact  department  em- 
ploye in  Albany,  recently  became 
the  bride  of  John  A.  Davis  of  Fonda. 


Warners  Quizzing  5,000  U.  S.  Exhibitors 

on  Their  Likes  and  Dislikes  in  Shorts 

Warners  is  sending  questionnaires  to  more  than  5,000  U.  S.  exhibitors  asking  their 
likes  and  dislikes  in  short  subjects  as  the  company  plans  its  lineup  for  1940-41.  Survey 
is  being  conducted  by  Norman  H.  Moray,  Vitaphone  sales  manager.  Last  year,  Moray 
quizzed  4,400  theater  operators.  Enlarged  scope  of  1939  survey  indicates  increased 
playing   time. 


53  of  64  Itinerant  Exhibs. 
in  Canada  Show  16  MM.  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

1938.  Total  of  53  of  these  operators 
used  16  mm.  projectors  and  received 
a  total  of  $105,392  or  539,792  paid 
admissions  while  11  operators  using 
standard  equipment  had  receipts  of 
$28,7o4  and  91,804  admissions.  Sas- 
katchewan still  appears  to  be  the 
"home"  of  itinerant  operators,  24 
reporting  from  that  province  with 
total  receipts  of  $46,167. 


Permanent  Installations 
Swell  Dominion's  Houses 

Montreal  —  A  steady  increase  is 
shown  each  year  in  Canada  in  the 
number  of  theaters.  Building  is  fair- 
ly active  in  Ontario,  Quebec,  Mari- 
time provinces  and  British  Columbia, 
while  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  al- 
though a  few  theaters  are  con- 
structed each  year,  the  large  in- 
crease is  due  to  the  installations  of 
permanent  projection  equipment  in 
community  halls.  In  1938,  94  build- 
ings were  permanently  equipped  as 
theaters,  while  21  theaters  previous- 
ly closed  were  remodeled  and  opened 
lor  at  least  part  of  the  year. 


Extended  Playing  Time 

Rules  in  Oklahoma  City 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

State  theater  playing  holdovers 
whenever   grosses  justify. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  features 
fail  to  hold  to  a  90  per  cent  or  slight- 
ly less  gross  of  average  they  are 
being  jerked  and  the  ordinary  run 
of  film  put  in  for  the  balance  of  the 
week  stretch. 

Standard  here  discontinued  sub- 
sequent-run policy  on  the  Plaza  and 
B-  first-run  on  the  Tower,  both  sub- 
urban houses,  several  months  ago 
and  instituted  a  test  of  moveovers 
and  extended  runs  on  pictures  which 
hit  the  100  per  cent  mark  or  better 
in  their  downtown  Criterion  and 
Midwest.  The  result  has  been  satis- 
factory and  has  not  to  date  hurt 
nabe  runs  of  the  films  to  any  marked 
extent.  Downtown  40-cent  ad- 
mission prices  are  charged  at  the 
Plaza  and  Tower  on  the  moveovers. 


Metro's  Concessions  Declared 
Not  Feasible  in  Canada 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

adian  currency;  second,  the  higher 
cost  of  contacting  the  Canadian  the- 
ater owners,  six  exchanges  cover- 
ing 1,000  theaters,  and  third,  a 
more  equitable  legal  situation  for 
the  exhibitors  of  Canada. 

ITA   of   Ontario   recently   queried 
Regal  Films  on  the  subject. 


16  Stanley- Warner   Houses 
Will  Go  Dual  This  Week 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 

few  spots,  and  the  decision  to  shift 
is  said  to  have  been  the  result  of 
the    test. 


WB  to  Drop  Vaude  in  Philly, 
isumden;  Earle  to  Close 

Philadelphia  —  The  Earle  Theater 
here  will  close  its  doors  Friday  in- 
definitely, and  all  Philadelphia  and 
Camden  houses  operated  by  Warners 
will  at  the  same  time  drop  vaudeville 
shows  and  bands  wherever  they  are 
being  used  now,  it  was  learned  at  the 
week-end. 

Contact  between  the  circuit  and  the 
musicians'  union  expires  on  Friday, 
Dec.  1.  It  is  reported  that  the  under- 
lying reason  for  dropping  all  vaude 
and  stage  shows  by  the  circuit  is 
pressure  brought  by  the  musicians  to 
hire  bands  in  several  cases  where 
houses  did  not  want  them. 


Springfield,  Mass.  —  Paramount 
Theater  here,  which  has  been  using 
vaudeville  shows  off  and  on  during 
the  past  few  months,  has  decided  to 
drop  this  policy  entirely  following  a 
breakdown  in  negotiations  with  the 
musicians'  union  local  over  hiring 
local  musicians  for  road  shows  play- 
ing the  house,  it  was  reported  at  the 
week-end.  "Stand  by"  charges  stip- 
ulated by  the  local  have  also  been 
boosted  lately  over  100  per  cent. 


Majors  Deny  Conspiracy 

in   Folly  Suit  Answers 

(Continued  from  Page  \) 

Film  Exchanges,  Inc.,  and  Big  "U" 
Film  Exchange,  to  the  suit  against 
them  and  all  other  majors  brought 
by  Folly  Amusement  Holding  Corp. 
for  $750,000  triple  damages  for  al- 
leged violation  of  the  Sherman  Anti- 
Trust  Act.  The  defendants  denied 
the  claim  that  they  conspired  to 
deprive  the  plaintiff  of  product. 


Theme  Song  for  Small's  "Son" 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Lew  Pollack  and  L. 
Wolfe  Gilbert  have  sold  "  My  Son, 
My  Son,"  which  will  serve  as  the 
song  for  the  picture  which  Edward 
Small  will  produce.  The  song  will 
also  be  used  in  exploiting  the  pic- 
ture and  it  will  be  published  by  L. 
Wolfe  Gilbert  Publishing  Co. 

Burns  for  "Alias  the  Deacon" 

West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Bob  Burns  has  been 
borrowed  from  Paramount  for  the 
lead  in  "Alias  the  Deacon,"  which 
goes  into  production  Jan.  8  under 
the  direction  of  Richard  Wallace. 


WB  REPORTS  YEARLY 
PROFIT  OF  $1,740,907 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 

the  preferred  stock  since  March  2, 
1932. 

In  addition  to  the  operating  profit, 
the  report  asserts,  there  has  been 
a  net  credit  to  Earned  Surplus  in 
the  amount  of  $198,437.33,  and  Cap- 
ital Surplus  has  been  increased  by 
$107,096.85. 

Gross  income,  after  eliminating 
inter-company  transactions,  was 
$102,083,131.25  as  compared  with 
<plu^,205,911.04  the  previous  year. 

Under  item  Income,  film  rental 
received,  theater  admissions,  sales 
and  miscellaneous  revenue  amounted 
to  $98,Uk:4,760.55,  while  rents  from 
tenants  and  royalties  totaled  $4,- 
058,370.70. 

The  report  took  direct  cognizance 
of  the  foreign  markets  situation,  de- 
claring that  accounts  have  been  ad- 
justed to  reflect  certain  changes  oc- 
casioned by  the  outbreak  of  war  in 
Europe.  Since  Sept.  1,  it  is  stated, 
film  rental  income  in  European  coun- 
tries has  declined  and,  further,  the 
dollar  equivalent  of  such  income  has 
decreased  as  a  result  of  the  decline 
in  foreign  exchange  rates.  Not  only 
does  this  affect  gross  income,  it  is 
pointed  out,  but  it  also  serves  to 
reduce  the  film  rental  income  in  the 
later  periods  of  release  which,  in 
accordance  with  the  company's 
method  of  amortizing  film  produc- 
tion costs,  accelerates  the  write-off 
in  the  earlier  periods. 

Based  on  information  now  avail- 
able, the  total  assets  of  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.,  amount  to  $168,- 
617,990,  of  which  sum  $164,420,721 
is  represented  by  assets  in  the  U.  S.; 
$3,626,743  in  the  British  Isles;  and 
$570,526  in  other  foreign  countries. 

Consolidated  balance  sheet  also 
shows  that  cash,  as  of  Aug.  26,  1939, 
amounted  to  $5,539,975.70;  accounts 
and  notes  receivable,  $1,999,775.19; 
while  inventories  were  put  at  $17,- 
896,198.19. 


STORKS! 


William  M.  Weiss,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  Terry  toons,  became  a 
father  Saturday  when  a  son  was 
born  to  his  wife  Rita  at  the  New 
Rochelle  Hospital.  Baby,  which 
weighs  six  pounds  10  ounces,  was 
their   first  child. 


Fremont,  Neb.— M.  E.  McClain, 
general  manager  of  Central  States 
theaters,  is  father  of  a  girl.  It's  his 
first   youngster. 

Louisville — Gomer  Frey  of  the 
Ohio  theater  has  a  new  daughter, 
Wilma  Catherine. 


Pittsburgh  —  James  McGinness, 
shipper  at  the  local  M-G-M  ex- 
change, is  the  father  of  an  eight- 
pound  baby  boy. 
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ALL  AMERICA 
WANTS  KAY  KYSER 
AMD  RECORD  OPENING 
TERRIFIC  BUSINESS, 
HAPPY  HOLDOVERS 
PROVE  IT! 

Ask  DENVER,  READING,  BUFFALO,  HARRISBURG, 
BALTIMORE,  RICHMOND,  WASHINGTON,  DAYTON, 
INDIANAPOLIS,  CHICAGO,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  NEW 
ORLEANS,  KANSAS  CITY,  CINCINNATI,  TRENTON,        a 
DAVENPORT,    COLUMBUS  ...  and  the  scores 


KAY 

KYSER 

ADOLPHE 

MSNJOU 

Mi  01 

mi  mtoMG" 

with  atl  these  popular  screen  favorites 

MAY  ROBSON  LUCILLE  BALL 
DENNIS  O'KEEFE  •  EDWARD 
EVERETT  HORTON  •  ROSCOE 
KARNS    •    MORONI    OLSEN 


more  opening  this  week! 


RK  O 
RADIO 

■pictures 

V 


and  these  hottest  of  names  from  radio . 
KAY  KYSER'S  BAND    featuring 

GINNY  SIMMS   HARRY  BABBITT 
SULLY  MASON     ISH  KABIBBLE 

and  "The  College  of  Musical  Knowledge" 
PRODUCED  AND  DIRECTED  BY  DAVID  BUTLER 

Screen  Ptay    by  William 
Conselman  and  James  V.  Kern 
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"Four  Wives" 

with  Prisciila,  Rosemary  and  Lola  Lane, 

Gale   Page 

Warners  110   Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

GOOD  AUDIENCE  FARE,  BLENDING 
HEART  THROBS  AND  COMEDY,  FINELY 
PLAYED.  SHOULD  CLICK  NICELY  AT 
THE  BOX  OFFICE. 

This  latest  offering  dealing  with  the  char- 
acters suggested  by  Fannie  Hurst's  "Sister 
Act"  is  good  audience  fare  and  should  click 
nicely  at  the  box  office.  It  has  splendid 
comedy,  heart  tugs,  and  has  been  given 
fine  direction  by  Michael  Curtiz.  To  Henry 
Blanke  goes  credit  as  associate  producer. 
A  new  addition  to  the  players  seen  in  "Four 
Daughters"  is  Eddie  Albert,  who  gives  a 
warm,  ingratiating  performance.  Prisciila 
Lane  is  especially  good,  as  the  young  wife, 
who  is  haunted  by  her  memory  of  her  dead 
husband,  John  Garfield,  but  who  finally 
realizes  she  is  completely  in  love  with 
Jeffrey  Lynn.  Lynn  does  easily  his  best 
work  to-date  as  a  conductor-composer, 
while  Rosemary  Lane  sets  her  cap  for  Al- 
bert and  shows  the  femme  fans  how  to  win 
a  husband.  Frank  McHugh  comes  through 
with  a  highly  effective  comedy  perform- 
ance. May  Robson,  Claude  Rains,  Gale 
Page,  Dick  Foran,  Henry  O'Neill,  Vera 
Lewis  and  John  Qualen  are  among  the  im- 
portant principals.  Lynn  and  Prisciila  be- 
come engaged,  but  when  Prisciila  learns 
she  is  going  to  have  a  baby — John  Garfield's 
baby — she  has  constant  visions  of  Garfield 
and  their  various  adventures  together  dur- 
ing their  brief  married  life.  Especially 
hauntng  is  the  vision  of  Garfield  playing 
his  own  composition — the  one  that  had  no 
end,  no  beginning,  only  a  middle.  Lynn 
starts  composing,  to  furnish  a  beginning  and 
an  end  for  Garfield's  piece.  Lynn  and 
Prisciila  elope,  but  even  marriage  cannot 
blot  out  Priscilla's  memory  of  Garfield.  The 
newlyweds  quarrel,  Lynn  goes  on  a  concert 
tour,  but  returns  in  time  to  give  a  blood 
transfusion  that  saves  the  life  of  Garfield's 
baby.  The  question  of  whether  Garfield's 
memory  will  ever  allow  them  to  be  happy 
is  finally  settled  when  Prisciila  hears  the 
broadcast  of  Lynn's  first  concert  coming 
from  New  York.  It  is  Garfield's  composi- 
tion, with  the  beginning  and  end,  Lynn 
wrote.  It  is  given  a  tremendous  ovation, 
and  with  Garfield,  the  failure,  now  a  suc- 
cess, Prisciila  is  fully  satisfied.  Julius  J. 
and  Philip  Epstein  and  Maurice  Hanline 
wrote  an  entertaining  screenplay. 

CAST:  Claude  Rains,  Jeffrey  Lynn,  Eddie 
Albert,  May  Robson,  Frank  McHugh,  Dick 
Foran,  Henry  O'Neill,  Vera  Lewis,  John 
Qualen  and  Prisciila  Lane,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Lola  Lane,  Gale  Page,  John  Garfield. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Hal  B. 
Wallis;  Associate  Producer,  Henry  Blanke; 
Director,  Michael  Curtiz;  Suggested  by  the 
Book,  "Sister  Act,"  by  Fannie  Hurst;  Screen- 
play, Julius  J.  Epstein,  Philip  G.  Epstein 
and  Maurice  Hanline;  Dialogue  Director,  Jo 
Graham;  Cameraman,  Sol  Polito,  ASC;  Art 
Director,  John  Hughes;  Editor,  Ralph  Dawson; 
Musical  Director,  Leo  F.  Forbstein;  Music 
by  Max  Steiner;  "Mickey  Borden's  Theme," 
by  Max  Rabinowitsh;  Orchestral  Arrange- 
ments,  Hugh   Friedhofer  and   Ray   Heindorf. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Ex- 
cellent. 


"The  Secret  of  Dr. 
Kildare" 

With    Lew    Ayres,    Lionel    Barrymore 

Metro  84  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

VERY  ENTERTAINING  SERIES  PICTURE 
PACKS   PLENTY  OF  HUMAN    INTEREST. 

Here  is  another  very  entertaining  picture 
in  the  "Dr.  Kildare"  series.  All  the  old 
favorites  are  back,  including  Lionel  Barry- 
more,  Lew  Ayers,  Samuel  S.  Hinds  and 
Emma  Dunn  as  Lew  Ayres'  parents,  Laraine 
Day  as  his  sweetheart,  Walter  Kingford 
as  head  of  the  Blair  General  Hospital,  Nat 
Pendleton  as  the  ambulance  driver,  and 
Alma  Kruger,  the  head-nurse,  who  has 
worried  over  Barrymore  for  years.  New- 
comers are  Helen  Gilbert  as  a  rich  glamour 
girl  who  has  a  phobia  of  blindness,  Lionel 
Atwill,  her  father,  Robert  Kent,  her  sweet- 
heart, Sara  Haden,  a  fanatical  nurse,  and 
Grant  Mitchell,  a  quack.  Marie  Blake, 
Martha  O'Driscoll,  Nell  Craig,  George  Reed 
and  Frank  Orth  are  other  members  of  the 
cast.  Harold  S.  Bucquet  has  supplied  ex- 
pert, sympathetic  direction.  Willis  Gold- 
beck  and  Harry  Ruskin  contributed  a  splen- 
did screenplay.  Wealthy  Atwill  appeals 
to  Barrymore,  Kingsford  and  Ayres  to  han- 
dle the  case  of  his  daughter,  Helen,  which 
has  been  baffling  specialists.  Ayres.  who 
is  Barrymore's  assistant,  is  assigned  to  the 
case  and  when  he  learns  that  Barrymore 
is  badly  in  need  of  a  rest,  he  informs  him 
that  he  will  have  to  spend  all  his  time  on 
the  case  so  that  Barrymore  will  really  go 
on  a  vacation.  Using  Barrymore's  advice, 
Lew  cures  Helen  by  suggestion,  pretending 
to  have  operated  on  her  for  blindness,  she 
having   a    phobia   of  blindness. 

CAST:  Lew  Ayres,  Lionel  Barrymore, 
Lionel  Atwill,  Helen  Gilbert,  Nat  Pendle- 
ton, Laraine  Day,  Sara  Haden,  Samuel  S. 
Hinds.  Emma  Dunn,  Walter  Kingsford, 
Grant  M'tchell.  Alma  Kruger,  Robert  Kent. 
Marie  B'ake.  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Nell  Craig, 
George    Reed,   Frank   Orth. 

CREDITS:  Director.  Harold  S.  Bucquet; 
Author,  Max  Brand;  Screenplay,  Willis 
Cioldbeck  and  Harry  Ruskin;  Cameraman, 
Alfred  Gilks;  Art  Director.  Cedric  Gib- 
bons; Associate,  Randall  Duell;  Editor, 
Frank  Hull;  Musical  Score.  David  Snell; 
Sound  Recording,  Douglas  Shearer. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Little  Accident" 

with  Hugh   Herbert,  Florence  Rice, 

Richard    Carlson 

Universal  65  Mins. 

HUGH  HERBERT  AND  TALENTED 
CAST  OF  COMEDIANS  WILL  DRAW 
PLENTY   OF   LAUGHS 

Using  the  mistaken  identity  theme,  with 
a  baby  deserted  and  a  single  girl  believed 
to  be  its  mother,  this  one  has  plenty  of 
situations  for  a  talented  cast  of  com- 
edians to  romp  in.  Hugh  Herbert  is  sup- 
ported by  such  zanies  as  Edgar  Kennedy, 
Etienne  Girardot  and  Ernest  Truex,  with 
Flornece  Rice  and  Richard  Carlson  playing 
semi-straight  roles.  Picture  will  get  plenty 
of  laughs  from  any  audience.  It  also  has 
the  much  publicized  Baby  Sandy  as  the 
child,  this  time  as  a  girl.  Herbert,  about 
to  lose  his  job  as  baby  editor  on  a  paper, 
is  left  a  baby  girl.  The  editor  decides 
not  to  fire  him  and  enter  the  baby  in  a 
contest.  Naturally  it  must  have  parents, 
and  Florence  Rice,  Herbert's  daughter,  and 
a  friend,  Richard  Carlson,  pose  as  the 
parents  Sandy  wins  first  Dlace  in  the 
contest  and  trouble  starts.  Carlson's  par- 
ents decide  that  he  must  marry  Florence 
so  that  they  can  be  grandparents,  and 
after  considerable  confusion,  hilarity  and 
general  mixups.  everything  is  straightened 
out  and  they  get  married,  to  the  conster- 
nation of  a  society  deb  angling  for  Carl- 
son. Joy  Hodges  and  Fritz  Feld  contribute 
interesting  bits    to   the    picture. 

CAST:  Hugh  Herbert,  Florence  Rice. 
Richard  Carlson.  Edgar  Kennedy.  Etienne 
Girardot.  Joy  Hodges.  Fritz  Feld,  Ernest 
Truex,  Baby  Sandy,  Peggy  Moran,  Anne 
Gwynne.  F.  Robinson,  C.  D.  Brown,  Kath- 
leen  Howard.   Howard  Hickman. 

CREDITS:  Producer  and  Director,  Charles 
Lamont;  Screenplay,  Paul  Yawitz  and  Eve 
Greene;  Developed  from  a  play  by  Floyd 
Dell  and  Thomas  Mitchell;  Cameraman, 
Milton   Krasner;    Editor,    Frank   Gross. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Kendis  Coming  to  N.  Y. 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — J.  D.  Kendis,  producer 
of  Continental  Pictures,  Inc.,  has 
completed  "Secrets  of  a  Model,"  The 
picture  will  be  ready  for  release 
Dec.  1,  and  Kendis  plans  to  leave 
here  for  New  York  about  that  time 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  re- 
lease of  the  picture. 


Detroit  Theater  Advances 
Top  for  "Beast  of   Berlin" 


Detroit— "Hitler,  the  Beast  of 
Berlin"  has  been  booked  to  open  to- 
morrow at  the  Cinema  Theater, 
which  will  raise  its  pi-ices  to  55c 
for  this  engagement — equal  to  the 
highest  first-ran  prices  in  town,  and 
making  it  one  of  two  first-runs — 
with  the  United  Artists — playing 
single  bills  at  this  top.  Film  is  ex- 
pected to  stay  four  to  six  weeks. 


$10,000  for  Chi.  Charity 

Chicago  —  Approximately  $10,000 
of  the  sought  $26,000  has  been  al- 
ready contributed  to  the  Chicago 
Community  Fund  by  film  and  theater 
interests,  according  to  Jack  Kirsch. 
division  chairman. 


Pooling   In   Kittanning 

Pittsburgh — The  Jaycee  Corp.,  op- 
erating the  Columbia  Theater  in 
Kittanning,  has  pooled  its  interests 
with  the  Dipson  Theartical  Enter- 
prises. Inc.,  operating  the  Lyceum 
°nd  State  Theaters  effective  Dec. 
1.  The  new  company  will  be  known 
as    the    Jaycee    Theater    Corp.    of 

hich  Nick  Dipson  will  be  presi- 
dent, Andy  Gibson  treasurer  and 
C.   V.    Dei*ry   secretary. 


"Outpost  Of  The 
Mounties" 

with   Charles  Starrett,    Iris   Meredith 
Columbia  63  Mins. 

WELL-PACED  OUTDOOR  MELLUJT^AS 
PLENTY  OF  ACTION   PLUS  SONGSV/ 

The  amiable  and  capable  Charles  Star- 
rett gets  his  man  as  a  Mountie  in  this  new 
Columbia  release,  sings  pleasingly  and  wal- 
lops the  villains  with  abandon.  All  in  all, 
it  is  solid  entertainment  for  the  Star- 
rett fans  and  audiences  that  like  their 
meller  actionful  and  set  in  the  open.  Iris 
Meredith  is  attractive  and  capable  as  the 
love  interest  and  the  supporting  cast  is 
adequate.  Dick  Curtis,  a  villainous  factor 
in  a  trading  post,  is  murdered.  Blame  is 
cast  on  Stanley  Brown,  Iris'  brother,  by 
the  real  murderer,  Edmund  Cobb.  With 
the  surrounding  trappers  and  miners  hating 
the  men  who  ran  the  post  because  of  their 
exorbitant  charges  it  is  difficult  to  sift  the 
evidence  presented,  and  Starrett  lays  a 
trap  to  catch  the  murderer.  He  arrests 
Brown  and  jails  him,  telling  everybody  he 
is  convinced  that  the  murderer  has  been 
caught.  Brown  is  helped  to  escape  by  Cobb 
to  further  the  evidence  against  him,  but 
Starrett  tricks  him  into  confessing.  Net 
result,  Mountie  gets  killer,  brother  is  freed 
and  sister's  marriage  to  Mountie  is  immi- 
nent. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Iris  Meredith, 
Stanley  Brown,  Kenneth  MacDonald,  Ed- 
mund Cobb,  Bob  Nolan,  Lane  Chandler, 
Dick  Curtis,  Albert  Morin,  Hal  Taliaferro, 
Pat  O'Hara,  The  Sons  Of  The  Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, C.  C.  Coleman;  Original  Screenplay, 
Charles  Francis  Royal;  Cameraman,  George 
Meehan;    Editor,    Charles    Nelson. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Chas.  E.  Kibbey  Disappears; 
Montreal  Police  Hunt  for  Him 


Montreal  —  Outremont  and  city 
police  are  investigating  the  disap- 
pearance of  Charles  E.  Kibbey, 
chief  accountant  of  Consolidated 
Theaters,  who  has  not  been  seen 
since  Saturday  morning. 

Police  learned  that  Kibbey  left 
his  home  at  911  Dunlop  Ave.  by  auto 
to  go  to  his  office  in  the  Dominion 
Square  building.  When  he  failed 
to  appear,  members  of  the  family 
became  alarmed  and  notified  the 
Outremont  police  who  in  turn  called 
in  city  police  to  assist  them.  No 
ti-ace  had  been  found  of  the  missing 
man  up  to  late  yesterday. 

Strike   Halts   Building 

Massillon,  O.  —  Strike  called 
against  a  Steubenville,  O.,  build- 
ing supply  company  spread  to 
Massillon,  stopping  construction  of 
a  $100,000  theater  here  when  the 
workers  walked  out  in  a  sympathy 
strike. 


New  Withers  Contract 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Jane    Withers    has    a 
new    one-year    20th-Fox    pact. 


The  Critics  Of  The  Leading 

Newspapers  Of  The  Nation 

Are  Now  Voting  In 


THE  FILM  DAILY 
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#  REVIEUJ5  Of  THE  HEUI  f ILHS  > 


"The  Return  of  Dr.  X" 

with    Humphrey    Bogart,    Rosemary    Lane, 

Wayne    Morris,    Dennis   Morgan 

Warners  62  Mins. 

MYSTERY  SHOCKER  WITH  GOOD  COM 

EDY    RELIEF    AND    ABLE    CAST    IS    SUS- 

PENSEFUL  THRILLER. 

Fans  who  like  their  mystery  stories  with 
chills  and  thrills  will  get  a  full  portion  in 
this  one.  There  is  plenty  of  mystery  and 
even  more  of  shocks  in  the  picture  as  it 
unfolds  the  story  of  people  brought  back  to 
life  with  a  new  blood  method.  Film  has 
a  good  pace  and  maintains  its  suspenseful 
story  throughout.  Humphrey  Bogart,  Wayne 
Morris,  Rosemary  Lane,  John  Litel  and  Den- 
nis Morgan  have  been  well  cast  in  the 
principal  roles.  Litel,  a  doctor  experiment- 
ing with  a  new  blood  process,  is  the  means 
of  bringing  Bogart  back  to  life  after  he  had 
been  executed.  Only  a  certain  type  of 
human  blood  will  serve  the  purpose  and 
there  is  an  unprecedented  wave  of  murder 
which  brings  Morris,  a  reporter,  on  the 
scene.  Everyone  with  a  certain  blood  clas- 
sification in  a  hospital  disappears  and  Lya 
Lys,  an  actress,  is  murdered.  Rosemary 
Lane,  a  nurse,  has  blood  in  the  proper 
classification  and  trouble  commences.  Litel 
is  murdeied,  but  before  he  dies  he  reveals 
Bogart's  secret  and  a  hunt  is  started  for  the 
mad  scientist.  Rosemary  is  tricked  into  a 
trap  by  Bogart,  but  Morris  calls  the  police 
and  in  a  wild  and  wooly  finish  saves  her 
from  the  fate  of  the  others. 

CAST:  Humphrey  Bogart,  Rosemary  Lane, 
Dennis  Morgan,  Wayne  Morris,  Olin  How- 
land,  John  Litel,  Lya  Lys,  Huntz  Hall, 
Charles  Wilson,  Vera  Lewis,  Howard  Hick- 
man, Arthur  Aylesworth,  Jack  Mower, 
Creighton  Hale,  Joseph   Crehan. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warner  Bros.; 
Director,  Vincent  Sherman;  Screenplay,  Lee 
Katz;  Story,  W.  J.  Makin;  Cameraman, 
Sid  Hickox;  Editor,  Thomas  Pratt. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


London  Exhibs.  Say  Loss 
Will  Force  Houses  to  Close 


London  (By  Cable) — Managers  of 
London's  West  End  theaters,  half  of 
which  close  one  week  at  6  p.m., 
while  the  other  half  are  permitted 
to  remain  open  until  11  p.m.,  alter- 
nating the  closing  hours  the  follow- 
ing week,  have  appealed  to  Sir  Alex- 
ander Maxwell,  asking  permission 
to  remain  open  till  10  p.m.  on  alter- 
nate weeks,  with  the  11  o'clock  clos- 
ing the   other  weeks   remaining. 

They  contend  that  each  theater 
is  losing  money  by  the  6  p.m.  cur- 
few at  the  rate  of  from  $100,000  to 
$150,000  per  year,  and  that  they  will 
be  forced  to  close  the  houses  unless 
granted  an  additional  four  hours 
to  remain  open  the  weeks  they  are 
now   required    to    close    at   6. 


Gerson  Turns  Exhib. 

Cleveland — S.  A.  Gerson,  recently 
manager  of  Big  Feature  Rights  Ex- 
changes, has  turned  exhibitor  with 
the  purchase  of  the  Royal  Theater 
from  the  Associated  Circuit. 


'The  Fighting  Gringo" 

with    George   O'Brien,   Lupita   Tovar 

RKO  59  Mins. 

ACTIONFUL  WESTERN  SWIFTLY 
PACED,  IS  ONE  OF  BEST  O'BRIEN  STAR- 
RERS  TO  DATE. 

Top  notch  entertainment  for  the  action 
fans  is  provided  in  this  new  George  O'Brien 
release.  Film  will  go  over  big  in  houses 
catering  to  western  trade  and  should  serve 
nicely  as  second  half  of  bill  any  place  else. 
There  is  a  plausible  story  and  the  cast  is 
expert.  O'Brien  punches  the  villains  lustily, 
shoots  them  when  necessary  and  keeps 
things  humming  generally.  Lupita  Tovar 
is  an  attractive  addition  to  the  film,  and 
Lucio  Villegas,  William  Royle,  Glenn  Strange 
and  Slim  Whittaker  neatly  fill  supporting 
roles.  O'Brien  is  head  of  a  band  of  gun- 
men who  hire  out  to  the  stagecoach  com- 
panies and  anybody  else  with  trouble  that 
needs  honest  settlement.  He  rescues  Lupita 
and  a  gold  shipment  from  a  gang  of  bandits. 
Hearing  that  Lupita's  father,  Villegas,  is 
in  trouble,  he  hangs  around  to  find  out 
about  it.  Le  Roy  Mason,  Strange  and  Royle 
have  cooked  up  a  scheme  to  take  Villegas' 
ranch  away  from  him.  However,  they  haven't 
reckoned  with  the  redoubtable  O'Brien,  and 
before  the  film  is  over  he  puts  them  to 
rout  in  rough  and  tumble  fashion. 

CAST:  George  O'Brien,  Lupita  Tovar, 
Lucio  Villegas,  William  Royle,  Glenn  Strange, 
Slim  Whittaker,  Le  Roy  Mason,  Mary  Field, 
Martin  Garralaga,  Dick  Botiller,  Bill  Cody, 
Sr.,  Cactus  Mack,  Chris-Pin   Martin. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Bert  Gilroy;  Direc- 
tor, David  Howard;  Story  and  Screenplay, 
Oliver  Drake;  Cameraman,  Harry  Wild;  Edi- 
tor, Frederic  Knudtson. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Detroit  May  Have  Two 

More   Movie  Theaters 


Detroit — Plans  for  two  new 
houses  are  reported  in  the  city,  with 
locations  undetermined.  Lewis  M. 
Lash  and  W.  M.  Gilpin,  owners  of 
the  Saline,  at  Saline,  are  reported 
planning  a  new  house  for  metropoli- 
tan Detroit. 

Julius  D.  London,  owner  of  the 
Booth,  is  also  negotiating  to  re- 
model an  existing  commercial  build- 
ing  into    a   theater. 


Dual    'Destiny"  Debut 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Fine  Arts'  "Isle  of 
Destiny"  which  RKO  Radio  will  re- 
lease, will  have  a  twin  premiere  in 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  in  early 
January  with  members  of  the  cast 
and   FA  execs,  attending. 


Dissolve  Two  Companies 

Albany — The  Genesee  Street  The- 
ater Co.  and  The  Model  Theater  Co., 
Inc.,  both  chartered  in  Erie  County, 
filed  papers  of  dissolution  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  through  Dudley 
Stowe    &    Sawyer,   Buffalo. 


"Five  Little  Peppers 
and  How  They  Grew" 

with    Edith    Fellows,    Dorothy    Peterson, 

Clarence    Kolb 

Columbia  60    Mins. 

SENTIMENTAL  STORY  TRANSFERRED 
TO  SCREEN  O.  K.  AS  OFFERING  FOR 
NABE  HOUSES. 

This  popular  story  by  Margaret  Sidney 
has  several  amusing  sequences,  some  genu- 
ine human  interest  and  a  capable  cast  for 
its  transition  to  the  screen.  Story  is  geared 
to  appeal  to  the  family  and  juve  trade 
which  patronizes  the  nabe  houses.  Edith 
Fellows,  Dorothy  Peterson,  Clarence  Kolb, 
Ronald  Sinclair  and  Tommy  Bond  handle 
the  principal  roles.  Story  concerns  the 
Pepper  family.  Miss  Peterson,  the  mother, 
is  forced  to  go  to  the  city  to  look  for  work 
to  support  them,  leaving  Edith  in  charge 
of  the  other  children.  Kolb,  a  financier, 
visits  them  in  an  effort  to  buy  some  stock 
in  a  copper  mine  that  the  father  had  left 
Edith  when  he  died.  He  gets  quarantined 
in  the  house  when  measles  breaks  out.  All 
the  children  get  the  measles  and  finally 
Edith  gets  them  badly.  Kolb  has  become 
very  interested  in  the  family  and  has  them 
transferred  to  his  own  home.  Edith  over- 
hears a  conversation  which  leads  her  to 
believe  that  Kolb's  only  interest  in  them 
s  due  to  his  desire  to  get  the  stock,  but 
subsequent  information  proves  his  real  in- 
terest,  and   everything  ends   happily. 

CAST:  Edith  Fellows,  Dorothy  Peterson, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Tommy  Bond,  Ronald  Sin- 
clair, Charles  Peck,  Jimmie  Leake,  Dorothy 
Seese,  Leonard  Carey. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Columbia;  Direc- 
tor, Charles  Barton;  Screenplay,  Nathalie 
Bucknall  and  Jefferson  Parker;  Based  on 
book  by  Margaret  Sidney;  Cameraman, 
Henry    Freulich;    Editor,    James    Sweeney. 

DIRECTION,     Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


Christmas  Basket  Parry 

to  Again  Aid  Chi.  Needy 

Chicago — Annual  Christmas  Bas- 
ket Party  of  Warner  theaters  in  this 
district  is  set  for  Dec.  21  when  any 
non-perishable  food  contribution  will 
be  acceptable  as  an  admission  ticket. 
Last  year,  the  party  netted  sufficient 
foodstuffs  for  1.528  baskets  which 
were   distributed    among   the   needy. 

Greene  Exam,  on  Friday 

Major  companies  filed  notice  yes- 
terday in  the  Federal  Court  that 
they  would  examine  Benjamin 
Greene,  as  president  of  Lenrose 
Amusement  Corp.,  on  Dec.  1.  Len- 
rose is  suing  the  majors  for  $150,- 
000  triple  damages  claiming  a  con- 
spiracy to  deprive  its  theaters  in 
Newark,  N.  J.,  of  pi-oduct. 


de  Miile's  Next  Film 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Cecil  B.  de  Mille  will 
produce  "Queen  of  Queens"  dealing 
with  Mary  of  Nazareth  who  became 
the  mother  of  Christ,  the  King. 


LITTL6  fROfn  LOTS 


By  RALPH  WILK 


HOLLYWOOD 
Set   Bette   Davis  Vehicle 

COMERSET    MAUGHAM's    "Villa 
on  the  Hill"  will  be  Bette  Davis' 
next    WB    vehicle. 

T  ▼  T  4  ■    , 

Charlotte    Greenwood    Ca-oi 

Charlotte  Greenwood,  absent  from 
the  screen  for  eight  years,  returns 
in  20th-Fox's  "Twinkle,  Twinkle  Lit- 
tle Star." 

T  T  T 

Three   Henie   Starrers? 

Sonja  Henie  in  the  future  may 
make  three  rather  than  two  starrers 
annually;  if  plan  goes  through,  it 
means  she  will  make  no  more  skat- 
ing tours. 

T  T  T 

Lydon  as  Tom   Brown 

Lead  in  the  Towne-Baker  produc- 
tion  of  "Tom   Brown's    Schooldays" 
goes   to   Jimmy   Lydon. 
t  ▼  T 

RKO    Signs    Phyllis    Brooks 
RKO    Radio    has    signed    Phyllis 
Brooks  to  a  term  pact. 

▼  T  T 

Cantor    Pix    to    Start 

Metro  will  send  the  Eddie  Cantor 
starrer,  "Forty  Little  Mothers,"  into 
production   next   month. 

T  ▼  T 

Goddard  and  Hope  Again 
New  Para,  version  of  "The  Ghost 
Breakers"    will    continue    the    Pau- 
lette    Goddard-Bob   Hope   team. 

T  T  T 

Stage    Calls    Schildkraut 

Joseph  Schildkraut  is  wanted  for 
the   lead   in   two   Broadway   plays. 

T  T  T 

Warners  Looking  Ahead 

Looking  ahead  to  1940,  Warners 
will  make  "For  the  Rich  They  Sing," 
musical  dealing  with  college  life  in 
an  election  year,  with  Eddie  Albert, 
Jane  Bryan  and  Claude  Rains  top- 
ping the  cast. 

T  T  » 

La nfi eld's  "Not  Guilty" 

Sidney  Lanfield,  20th  Century-Fox 
director,  has  obtained  the  screen 
rights  to  "Not  Guilty,"  a  factual 
chronology  of  the  career  of  Samuel 
S.  Leibowitz,  noted  trial  lawyer. 


14th  House  for  Nomikos 

Chicago — The  Van  Nomikos  The- 
ater circuit,  of  which  Van  Nomikos, 
vice-president  of  Allied  Theaters  of 
Illinois,  is  the  prexy  have  taken 
over  the  Strand  theater  at  Brook- 
field  from  Arnold  Lund.  This  makes 
14  houses  in  the  Van  Nomikos  cir- 
cuit. 


Sheridan,   Miami,   Reopens 

Miami  —  The  Sheridan  Theater, 
Paramount's  "premier"  nouse  in 
Miami  Beach,  will  open  for  the  win- 
ter season  on  Thursday.  George 
Hoover  returns  for  his  second  year 
as  manager  of  the  Sheridan. 
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Co/,  fo  Gear  British  Production  to  Prevailing  Conditions 

U.  S.  WJLfASK  EQUITY JRJAL  DATE  ORD¥FRIDAY 

Link  Jap  Money  Delinquency  to  U.  S.  Harassing  Policy 


Total  of  Frozen  Remittances 

Said    to    Run    Into 

the  Millions 

Reported  protest  lodged  in  Tokyo 
by  Warners,  UA,  Paramount,  20th- 
Fox,  RKO  and  M-G-M,  whose  rep- 
resentatives charged  the  Japanese 
Government  with  discriminatory  tac- 
tics and  restraint  of  trade,  had  its 
echo  yesterday  in  home  offices  where, 
it  was  declared,  that  such  a  protest 
was  inevitable,  since  Japan's  offic- 
ialdom has  been  delinquent  for  sev- 
eral months  in  the  matter  of  remit- 
tance of  revenue  derived  from  the 
distribution  of  U.  S.  product. 

One  industry  channel  said  yester- 
day that  the  laxity  of  the  Japanese 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

quimbyWwider 
market  for  shorts 


M-G-M  will  maintain  its  short 
subjects  budgets  and  will  not  cur- 
tail production,  according  to  Fred  C. 
Quimby,  general  head  of  shorts,  who 
regards  the  anticipated  decline  of 
foreign  revenues  as  a  challenge  to 
the  shorts  makers  calling  for  long- 
needed  expansion  in  the  domestic 
market. 

Quimby  is  in  New  York  from  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Leo  McCarey,  Gene  Fowler 
Badly  Hurt  in  Car  Crash 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Leo  McCarey,  RKO 
Radio  unit  producer-director,  and 
Gene  Fowler,  writer,  were  reported 
in  serious  condition  in  local  hos- 
pitals  last  night  from   injuries   re- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Grand  National  Creditors 
Favor  Company  Operation 

Grand  National  creditors,  in  a  pe- 
tition to  Peter  B.  Olney,  referee  in 
bankruptcy,    are    asking    that    the 
company  be  permitted  to  operate  its 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Television  Network  Linking  Pittsburgh 

With  New  Yorh  in  1940  Seen  by  NBC  Exec. 

Pittsburgh — Establishment  "by  the  end  of  1940"  of  a  television  network  which  would 
link  this  city  with  New  York  was  forecast  here  by  A.  H.  Morton,  NBC  vice-prexy, 
addressing  a  Rotary  Club  luncheon  audience.  Local  outlet,  it  was  indicated,  would  in 
all  probability  be  KDKA. 

Use  of  coaxial  cab.e  for  the  tele  network  is  deemed  ruled  out  by  the  almost  prohib- 
itive cost,  making  the  employment  of  automatic  relay  stations  the  likely  means  of 
transmission. 

Exhibitors  in  the  area  are  definitely  uneasy  as  a  result  of  Morton's  forecast,  an- 
ticipating that  tele  will  cut  into  box  office  receipts,  particularly  if  low  price  receivers 
are   marketed. 


New  York  Censors  Reject  24  Features 
and  Direct  1,955  Eliminations  in  Year 


Albany  —  State  censorship  body 
reviewed  1,920  motion  pictures  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  re- 
jected 24  in  their  entirety  and  elim- 
inated 1,334  scenes  or  subtitles,  the 
annual  report  submitted  by  Director 
Irwin   Esmond   here   reveals. 

Comparative  figures  for  the  pre- 
ceding   year    were:     1,955    features 


reviewed;  23  rejected  in  entirety,  772 
cuts  made. 

Esmond,  in  his  report,  shows  that 
five  appeals  were  taken  by  distribu- 
tors to  the  Board  of  Regents  and 
that  he  was  sustained  in  four.  Of 
the  sole  exception,  it  is  said  "in  con- 
nection   with   the   fifth   appeal   sub- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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B"  and  "C"  Pix  Rated  as  "A's",  N.J.  Allied  Says 


Allied  of  New  Jersey  members 
yesterday  voiced  their  disapproval 
of  the  alleged  practice  of  some  com- 
panies in  allocating  B  and  C  pic- 
tures in  the  A  classification.  At  a 
luncheon  meeting  of  the  organiza- 
tion at  the  Hotel  Astor,  the  entire 
allocation    situation    was    discussed 


and  President  Lee  Newbury  was  au- 
thorized to  appoint  a  committee 
which  will  be  instructed  to  study 
the   problem. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  New 
Jersey  men  that  if  enough  support 
could     be     obtained     in     protesting 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Jos.  Friedman  Going  to  England 
to  Gear  Col.  Prod'n  to  Conditions 


Coast  Studios  Send  Eight 
More  Films  Before  Cameras 


West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Eight  new  pictures 

are  scheduled  to  go  into  production 

this  week.     The  list: 

At  Columbia:  "Daughters  of  To- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Columbia  is  determined  to  insti- 
tute a  production  and  distribution 
setup  which  will  be  geared  to  condi- 
tions now  prevailing  in  the  British 
Isles,  it  was  asserted  yesterday  by 
Joseph  Friedman,  company's  manag- 
ing director  in  the  U.  K,  who  leaves 
New  York  for  Europe  tomorrow  on 
the  Yankee  Clipper,  accompanied  by 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Government  Sees  Trial  Before 

Summer;  Majors  Counsel 

Doubtful 

Department  of  Justice  will  apply 
to  Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  on 
Friday  at  10:30  a.m.,  for  an  order 
fixing  the  date  for  trial  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's equity  suit  against  the 
major  film  companies,  William  P. 
Farnsworth,  special  assistant  at- 
torney general,  stated  yesterday.  At 
the  same  time,  Judge  Knox  will  be 
asked  to  set  a  date  for  answering 
of  interrogatories  by  both  the  ma- 
jors and  the  Government,  Farns- 
worth said. 

Farnsworth  stated  he  did  not  ex- 
pect that  the  application  would  be 
contested  and  felt  that  with  Judge 
Knox's  aid  an  amicable  arrangement 
could  be  made  to  fix  satisfactory 
dates.  Farnsworth,  when  asked 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

TO  MEETONEXCHANGE 
CONTRACT  HERE  DEC.  7 


Initial  meeting  between  the  major 
companies  and  IATSE  representa- 
tives to  nee-otiate  a  new  contract 
covering  the  exchange  workers 
throughout  the  country  will  be  held 
Thursday,  Dec.  7,  in  New  York,  it 
was  stated  yesterday.  Sales  man- 
agers   of   the   majors    or    assistants 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Predicts  Record  Sum  to  be 
Raised  for  Jewish  Charities 


More  than  50  committee  members 
of  the  Amusement  Division  of  the 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  Federations 
of  Jewish  Charities  heard  reports  of 
the  progress  made  thus  far  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Lone  Ranger,  Inc.,  Charges 
Republic  Breached  Contract 

The  Lone  Ranger,  Inc.,  owner  of 
the  radio  series  of  that  title,  filed 
suit  yesterday  in  the  Federal  Court 
against   Republic   Productions,   Inc.. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2V2%)    7  7  7         

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    17'/2     17'/2     17%   +     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd 

East.    Kodak    1663,4  166       1663,4  +  1% 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 12         12         12         

Loew's,  Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount      8%       8'/8       8V4      

Paramount   1st  pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd..  .     9V2       9V2       9V2     

Pathe    Film    11V8     10%     lOVs  —     'A 

RKO     1 V2       1 V2       1 V2     

20th    Century-Fox     .  .    }3%     13'/2     13%  —     V* 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 4  4  4         

do    pfd 45%     45%     45%  —     Vi 

NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.101V8  101V8  101V8      

Loew's    deb.    3V,s46. 102'/8  102'/8  102'/8   +     Vs 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   47         47         47       —     % 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 i/4s47    85  Vi     85         85       —  1V4 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.,  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.*  dbs.6s48  83 1/2     83  Vi     83  Vi   +     Vi 

NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    ...      1 V8       1  Va       1 V8   +     Va 

Sonotone    Corp 1  Vi       1 V2       1 V2  —     V8 

Technicolor 13         123/,     125/,   +     i/8 

Trans-Lux     1%       1V4       1 V4     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     2%       2%       2%     

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd lOOVi  104 

Fox  Thea.    Office   Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.   2nd  deb.  '45..    66         68 
Roxy   Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 63 Vi     66 


SAFETY)  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Monogram  Will  Release 

Six   Films  in   December 


Six  pictures  will  be  released  by 
Monogram  during  December,  first  of 
which  will  be  "Yukon  Flight"  of  the 
Renfrew  of  the  Mounted  series.  Gol- 
den West's  "Gentleman  from  Ari- 
zona" will  be  released  on  Dec.  5,  and 
will  be  followed  by  two  John  Wayne 
reissues  on  Dec.  10,  and  a  Tex  Rit- 
ter  musical  outdoor  drama,  "West- 
bound Stage,"  and  "Four  Just  Men," 
an  Edgar  Wallace  story,  on  Dec.  15. 

The  Wayne  reissues  are  "West 
of  the  Divide"  and  "Lucky  Texan." 

World  premiere  of  "Gentleman 
from  Arizona"  is  to  be  held  in  Phoe- 
nix on  Dec.  7,  with  a  typical  Holly- 
wood opening  planned. 


Although  produced  in  Magna- 
color,  "Gentleman  from  Arizona" 
has  been  processed  by  Cinecolor  and 
will  be  released  as  a  Cinecolor  pic- 
ture. 


Lou  Smith  Named  Columbia 
Studio  Ad-Pub.  Director 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Lou  Smith  has  as- 
sumed duties  as  Columbia's  studio 
publicity  and  advertising  director, 
succeeding  George  Brown  who  will 
leave  the  organization  late  next 
month. 


Manos-Lipsie  Improves 

Three  Vandergrift  Houses 

Pittsburgh  —  The  Manos-Lipsie 
Circuit  is  renovating,  remodelling 
and  reseating  the  Casino,  its  "A" 
house  in  Vandergrift,  at  a  cost  of 
$25,000.  Their  other  two  theaters 
in  this  town,  the  Arcadia  and  the 
Band  Box,  are  also  undergoing  ex- 
tensive renovating  and  refurnishing. 


Plans  to  Organize  H.  O. 

Publicists  Denied  by  SPG 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  ■ —  Despite  Eastern  re- 
ports, the  Screen  Publicists  Guild 
does  not  intend  to  try  to  organize 
the  publicity  men  in  the  home  of- 
fices. 


56  Prints  of  "Gulliver" 
for  Christmas  Week  Dates 


Paramount  will  have  56  prints  of 
"Gulliver's  Travels"  ready  for  ser- 
vicing as  many  key  city  theaters 
during  Christmas  week.  Coast  pre- 
view will  take  place  in  about  two 
weeks. 


Selander  on  Last  Hopalong 

Wrs>  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Lesley  Selander  will 
direct  William  Boyd  in  "Hold  Your 
Horses"  in  final  Hopalong  Cassidy 
vix  for  current  Para,  lineup.  Next 
Hopalong  release  has  been  titled 
"Showdown." 


Funeral  Services  Today 

for  Mrs.  Fanny  fiatton 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
10:30  o'clock  this  morning  in  the 
Universal  Chapel,  597  Lexington 
Ave.,  for  Mrs.  Fanny  Locke  Hatton, 
70,  who  died  here  on  Monday  from  a 
heart  ailment. 

With  her  husband,  Frederick  Hat- 
ton,  she  wrote  a  score  of  plays  dur- 
ing the  past  25  years,  and  also  was 
identified  with  film  writing.  "This 
Dizzy  Age"  was  purchased  by  Uni- 
versal in  1933,  and  other  pictures 
on  which  the  team  collaborated  were 
produced  by  M-G-M,  Warners,  First 
National  and  Paramount. 

Surviving,  in  addition  to  her  hus- 
band, are  two  sons,  one  of  whom  is 
John  D.  MacKenzie,  of  Hollywood. 


John  Murphy  of  Loew's 

to  Lecture  at  Syracuse 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — John  Murphy, 
Loew  circuit  exec,  will  lecture  on 
"Theater  Operation"  at  Syracuse 
University  today.  Series  of  lectures 
of  which  this  is  the  second  are  spon- 
sored jointly  by  the  University  dra- 
matic activities  department  and 
Loew's  theater  here. 


Hoare  Succeeds  Grierson 

on  British  Films  Council 


London  (By  Cable) — John  Grier- 
son, now  Canadian  Film  Commis- 
sioner, has  been  succeeded  on  the 
British  Films  Council  by  F.  A.  Hoare, 
chairman  of  the  Sub-Standard  As- 
sociation and  a  member  of  the  As- 
sociation of  Shorts  Producers. 

In  appointing  Hoare,  three  nomi- 
nees of  British  production  interests 
were  ignored,  it  is  reported. 

Exercise   Doniger  Option 

M-G-M  has  picked  up  the  option 
of  Walter  Doniger,  writer,  whose 
father,  Harry,  is  a  Long  Island  cir- 
cuit operator.  Young  Doniger's 
option  was  one  of  two  on  junior 
writers  exercised  by  M-G-M,  his 
father  has  been  informed. 


Ampa   Holds  Closed  Meeting 

Ampa  will  hold  its  first  closed 
business  meeting  of  the  season  to- 
morrow at  Stouffer's  Restaurant  at 
12:45.  There  have  been  several 
requests  for  a  "members  only"  ses- 
sion and  the  officers  have  decided  to 
devote  this  week  to  that  purpose. 


cominG  mid  come 


EMERSON  YORKE,  short  subjects  producer, 
returned  to  New  York  yesterday  from  New  Eng- 
land. 

ROSEMARY  LANE,  WB  star,  flew  in  from 
Hollywood  yesterday  to  appear  on  Ceorge  Jes- 
sel's   radio   program   and   to   see   the   new   Diays. 

MAY  ROBSON  is  in  New  York  from  trrfe  ast. 
Tonight  she  will  attend  the  premiere  of  kKO's 
"That's   Right,   You're  Wrong"   at  the   Criterion. 

ARCHIE  MAYO,  JOAN  BENNETT  and  GEORGE 
RAFT  are  expected  to  arrive  in  New  York  short- 
ly from  the  Coast.  Mayo  plans  a  Cuban  vaca- 
tion. 

NAT  LEVY,  Eastern  district  manager  for 
RKO,  is  here  from  Philadelphia  for  h.o.  con- 
fabs. 

J.  CHEEVER  COWDIN,  board  chairman  of 
"U,"  is  in  Hollywood  conferring  on  the  forth- 
coming   product. 

N.  PETER  RATHVON,  RKO  board  member,  has 
returned   from   a   Western   trip. 

FRANK  LLOYD  is  in  Williamsburg,  Va.,  look- 
ing over  the  restored  town  and  the  country 
to  see  how  much  of  his  new  film,  "Tree  of 
Liberty,"    can    be   filmed   there. 

TOM  MURRAY,  manager  of  branch  opera- 
tions for  Universal,  was  in  Albany  early  this 
week  conferring  with  Joe  Engel,  branch  man- 
ager. 

HARRY  ROSENQUEST,  short  subject  booker 
for  Warners,  was  an  Albany  visitor  this  week 
conferring  with  Joe  Weinstein,  zone  short  sub- 
ject booker  in  that  area. 

ARTHUR  FREED  arrives  tomorrow  on  the  Cen- 
tury  from    the   Coast. 

JOSEPH  HUMMEL,  Warner  foreign  executive, 
leaves  Rio  de  Janeiro  today  for  Santos,  Sao 
Paulo,  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Aires  via  plane, 
arriving  in  the  Argentine  capital  Dec.  6.  He 
is  making  a  complete  tour  of  the  company's 
branches    in    South    America. 


GTEC  To  Pay  15  Cents 

Directors  of  General  Theaters 
Equipment  Corporation  yesterday 
declared  a  dividend  of  15  cents  per 
share  on  the  capital  stock,  payable 
December  18  to  stockholders  of  rec- 
ord Dec.  11.  This  brings  dividend 
payments  for  the  year  to  80  cents  a 
share. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" — Atkinson,  Tlmmt 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

«uh  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By   Richard   Maibaum    and   Harry   Clork 
Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat 


the  motion  picture  industry  with 
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U.S.  TO  ASK  EQUITY 
TRIAL  DATE  ORDER 


(Continued  -from  Page  1) 

when  he  thought  the  trial  would  be 
set,  asserted  that  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  it  could  not  be  started  be- 
fore- the    summer   months    of    1940. 

M; 1    companies    are    expected    to 

serve  interrogatories  on  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  near  future,  he 
stated. 

Paul  Williams,  special  assistant 
attorney  general,  will  arrive  from 
Washington  today  and  will  repre- 
sent the  Government  at  the  hear- 
ing, it  was  learned.  Attorneys  for 
the  majors,  when  questioned  yes- 
terday, did  not  indicate  agreement 
with  Farnsworth's  optimism  in  ex- 
pecting trial  to  start  before  next 
summer. 


Murray  Wins  Albany   Pool 

Albany — Bill  Murray,  Grand  Na- 
tional booker,  hit  every  winner  in 
the  local  exchange  Thanksgiving 
week  pool  just  before  he  left  for 
Buffalo,  where  he  will  take  over  the 
booking  desk.  Both  Murray  and 
Paul  Richrath,  exchange  manager 
here  until  the  office  folded  Nov.  28, 
will  continue  to  take  care  of  the 
local  accounts  from  the  other  end  of 
the  state. 


"The  Flying  Deuces"  Holds 

The  Laurel  and  Hardy  comedy 
"The  Flying  Deuces"  holds  over  for 
a  second  week  at  the  Rialto  Theater 
beginning  tcday.  In  its  first  four 
days  at  the  Broadway  house  the  pic- 
ture grossed  more  than  any  RKO 
Radio  production  to  play  there  for 
a  full  week  this  year. 

O'Brien  Western  Clicks 

The  George  O'Brien  Western  "The 
Fighting  Gringo"  at  the  Central 
Theater  topped  in  gross  in  its  first 
five  days  any  Western  that  has 
played  the  house  in  the  last  two 
years. 

From  Critic  to   Editor 

Montreal  —  S.  Morgan  Powell, 
noted  Canadian  film  and  dramatic 
critic,  has  been  appointed  editor  of 
Montreal  Daily  Star,  directing  the 
editorial  page. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  29 

Kay  Johnson 
Harold  Beaudine 
Rod  La  Rocque 
Mildred  Harris 
Cenevieve  Tobin 
Naomi  Ruth  Stevens 
Louise    J.    Reider 


•  •      •     UP  in  nearby  Bridgeport a  special  election  is  goin'  on 

to   determine  by   popular  referendum the   Ten   Best   Pictures 

of   1939 Balloting  is  being  conducted  by  the  estimable   Bridgeport 

Herald among  its  readers and  the  Supervisor  of  Elections  is 

Mister  Leo  Miller who  is  the  newspaper's  movie  and  radio  editor 

and  the  brother by  the  by of  Herb  Miller of  the 

Jay  Emanuel  Publications 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     WHEN  all  the  votes  are  in a  number  of  results 

will  be  forthcoming over  and  above  the  selection  of  the  win- 
ning pix Firstly,  there  will  be  national  repercussions 

'cause  the  final  findings  will  count  in  the  big  parent  poll THE 

FILM  DAILY'S  renowned  annual  pix  probe Secondly,  the 

Bridgeport   Herald   can   claim   the    distinction of    being   the 

first  newspaper  to  "jump  the  gun"  this  year in  conducting 

a   poll   co-operatively    with    THE   FILM   DAILY Many    im- 
portant newspapers  in  various  sections  of  the  land are  about 

to  do  so but  the  Bridgeport  sheet  is  the  "ice-breaker" 

About  40  newspapers  held  co-operative  polls  last  year and 

more  are  expected  to  do  so  in  the  current  FILM  DAILY  poll 


•  •      •     THIRDLY a    result    will    be    that    the    winner    of    the 

Bridgeport  poll (he  or  she  whose  ballot  tallies  most  closely  with 

the  official  consensus  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  poll) will  be  given  by 

the  Bridgeport  Herald a  two-day  free  visit  to  New  York and 

ditto  for  the  winner's  companion They'll  get  gratis  transportation 

both  ways will  have  de  luxe  accommodations  at  the  local  Hotel 

Taf t will  "do"  the  town  strictly  on  the  cuff attending  a  galaxy 

of  night  clubs ascend  the  Empire  State  Building be  feted  by 

Kay  Kyser and  make  merry  in  a  myriad  of  other  manners 

Ah.  to  live  in  Bridgeport and  be  a  good  crystal-gazer! 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     COLUMBIA'S  new  importation "The  Devil  Is  An 

Empress" will  have  its  American  premiere this  Friday 

night at  the  Belmont  Theater.  .  .     •   Tickets  back but 

no  refunds will  be  the  new  wrinkle  today  out  in  Wichita 

Falls;  Texas in  connection  with  the  opening  of  the  new 

Wichita   Theater Pasteboards   carry   a   picture   of   the   new 

house and  though  they'll  be  collected  at  the  door each 

patron  will  get  one  back  again  as  a  souvenir.  .  .     •  Wallace  Ford 

has  been  signed  to  play  the  lead opposite  Aline  McMahon 

in  "Kindred,"  the  new  Paul  Vincent   Carroll  play   which 

went  into  rehearsal  yesterday 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  AMONG  those  at  RKO's  soiree  yesterday  on  the  Waldorf's 
Starlight  Roof  for  Kay  Kyser,  whose  picture,  "That's  Right,  You're 
Wrong,"  opens  tonight  at  the  Criterion,  were  George  J.  Schaefer, 
S.  Barret  McCormick,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Oscar  Doob,  W. 

G.  Van  Schmus Major  L.  E.  Thompson.  Robert  Wolf,  H.  M.  Richey, 

Martin  Starr,  Kay  Kyser Phil  Reisman,  Harry  Michalson,  Max  Fel- 

lerman,  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  W.  J.  Merrill,  John  Farmer,  Harry  Gittelson, 
William  Clark,  Kelcey  Allen,  William  Boehnel,  Frank  Nugent Gor- 
don E.  Youngman,  Ben  Crisler,  Bosley  Crowther,  Thomas  Pryor,  Herbert 

Cohen,    Fred    Ullman,    Gus    Eyssel,    William    Conselman Delight 

Evans,  Lester  Grady,  Elizabeth  Lockwood,  and  many  other  newspaper- 
men and  critics  from  New  York  and  out  of  town 


«      «       « 


»      »      » 


JAPAN  BLAMES  U.S. 
FOR  GOIN  DELINQUENCY 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

Government  in  its  dealing  with  the 
remittance  question  cannot  be 
charged  off  to  Japan's  tight  economic 
situation,  but  that  it  is  more  likely 
a  part  of  a  larger  policy  to  harass 
American  interests  there,  probably 
in  the  hope  of  striking  an  eventual 
satisfactory  trade  and  political  un- 
derstanding with  the  U.  S. 

Dispatches  from  Tokyo  early  this 
week  put  the  frozen  remittance  mon- 
ies at  $1,500,000,  but  well  informed 
circles  here  claim  that  the  actual 
amount  is  "several  times  this  sum." 

Since  approximately  Jan.  1,  last, 
the  American  distributors  in  Japan 
have  been  carrying  on  film  trade 
under  what  amounts  to  a  modus 
vivendi  agreement,  since  the  Japan- 
ese Diet  has  not  renewed  the  work- 
ing arrangement  formerly  in  force. 

Terms  of  trading  provided  for 
the  deposit  of  revenues  in  the  San 
Francisco  branch  of  the  Yokohama 
Specie  Bank  without  interest  for  the 
period  of  three  years,  and  coinci- 
dentally  the  U.  S.  companies  could 
continue  to  send  film  into  Japan  to 
the  value  of  $30,000,  based  on  a 
fixed  valuation  of  .015  cents  per 
foot. 

Unofficial  estimates  placed  the 
1939  revenue  at  a  sum  equal  to,  if 
not  actually  exceeding,  the  1938 
gross,  but  sources  close  to  the  situa- 
tion asserted  yesterday  that  it  is 
immaterial  what  gross  is  attained 
in  the  Japanese  market  if  there  is 
no  disposition  on  the  part  of  that 
Government  to  live  up  to  its  at  least 
informally  extant  agreements. 

Some  home  offices  last  night  denied 
specific  knowledge  of  the  filing  of 
this  week's  protest  by  the  American 
company  representatives,  but  point- 
ed out  that  in  the  past  their  Tokyo 
branch  officials  had  acted  in  concert 
with  fellow  distributors  to  iron  out 
problems  which  from  time  to  time 
had  arisen  in  Japan,  and  then  re- 
ported for  home  office  instructions 
before  taking  final  action. 


Leo  McCarey,  Gene  Fowler 
Badly  Hurt  in  Car  Crash 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ceived  when  the  car  in  which  they 
were  riding  collided  with  one  said  to 
have  been  driven  by  Irvin  Bennett, 
who  escaped  with  minor  hurts. 

McCarey  sustained  a  shoulder 
fracture  and  a  broken  hand.  Fowler 
was  burned  about  the  face  and  eyes 
and  sustained  a  fractured  back. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Al  Davis,  Metro  accessories  sales 
manager  at  New  Haven,  announces 
his  engagement  to  Helen  Pollack  of 
New  Haven,  and  will  be  married  in 
the  Spring:. 


Wednesday,  November  29,  1939 


COL  TO  GEAR  BRITISH 
PROD'N  TO  CONDITIONS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jack  Segal,  manager  of  foreign  ex- 
change operation^  for  Columbia 

After  landing  at  Lisbon,  Portu- 
gal, Friedman  and  Segal  will  con- 
tinue to  Paris  where  the  latter  will 
take  up  duties  attending  the  organi- 
zation's film  trade  with  the  Europ- 
ean countries  still  open  for  motion 
picture  commerce.  Friedman  will 
then  go  to  London,  where  he  will  un- 
dertake the  initial  step  in  the  new 
Columbia  program, — an  intensive 
survey  of  conditions  prevailing  as  a 
result  of  the  British  Government's 
mandates  on  the  quota  and  remit- 
tance regulations 

Quota  Problems  Pressing 

At  the  present  time,  Columbia  is 
faced  with  the  problem  of  meeting 
quota,  having  made  three  features 
in  Britain  thus  far  this  year,  with 
two  yet  to  be  produced.  One,  Fried- 
man said,  was  before  cameras  when 
the  war  broke  out,  but  had  to  be 
shelved  because  of  that  emergency. 

Companies,  as  a  general  rule,  are 
currently  several  months  behind  in 
their  distribution,  and  this  is  an- 
other matter  which,  it  is  understood, 
will  be  accorded  Friedman's  atten- 
tion, acting  for  his  organization 

He  said  that  the  latest  estimates 
of,  British  sources  reaching  him  are 
that  business  has  declined  in  the 
exhibition  field  there  by  some  20  per 
cent  in  the  provincial  sections,  and 
about  40  per  cent  in  London  proper 
and  other  highly  populated  areas. 

Asher  Back  to  England  Soon? 

It  was  also  intimated  by  Fried- 
man that  Irving  Asher  may  return 
soon  to  England  from  the  U.  S., 
and  continue  actively  to  make  fea- 
tures for  Columbia  distribution. 

One  of  the  problems  which  Fried- 
man is  virtually  certain  will  be  sur- 
mounted by  U.  S.  producers  in  the 
British  Isles  is  that  relating  to  tal- 
ent availability.  In  this  regard,  he 
said,  the  Government  is  sure  to  lend 
its  fullest  measure  of  co-operation. 
*  Columbia  executive  offices  are 
still  operating  in  London,  he  added, 
but  other  wings  of  the  organization 
are;  'located  in  Tidebrook,  which  is 
some  50  miles  distant  in  the  subur- 
ban section. 

Production  schedules,  he  asserted, 
and  related  matters,  will  be  deter- 
mined as  soon  as  a  survey  has  been 
completed  and  a  report  dispatched 
to  the  home  office. 

;.     Spanish  Pix  Turnover  Fair 

American  companies  in  Spain,  ac- 
cording to  Joseph  A.  McConville, 
Columbia's  foreign  manager,  are  en- 
joying   a    fairly    satisfactory    turn- 


Convoy  for  Patrons  New  London  Wrinkle 

London  (By  Cable) — In  some  London  suburbs  patrons  are  meeting  at  a  desig- 
nated place  and  going  to  a  nearby  cinema  for  their  evening's  screen  entertainment 
in  a  group.  The  plan  is  worked  out  in  detail  and  residents  know  that  on  a  cer- 
tain night  of  the  week  one  woman  is  conducting  a  party  to  one  theater,  another 
night  another  woman  takes  a  group  to  a  different  theater.  It  is  said  to  be  perking  up 
the   attendance. 


"Crime  Doesn't  Pay" 

Des  Moines — Pleading  guilty  of  a  rob- 
bery charge  growing  out  of  the  Varsity 
Theater  holdup  here,  George  O'Halloran, 
26,  ex-convict,  drew  a  25-year  sentence, 
With  an  additional  10  years  on  another 
charge.     Theater  robbery   netted  $55. 


Lone  Ranger,  Inc.,  Charges 
Republic  Breached  Contract 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

charging  the  breach  of  a  contract 
under  which  the  defendant  had  been 
licensed  to  produce  several  lone  ran- 
ger serials  and  one  feature. 

Plaintiff  claims  that  under  a  con- 
tract made  in  June,  1937,  and  sub- 
sequently amended,  Republic  was 
given  the  right  to  produce  the  films 
with  an  exclusive  right  to  the  titles 
until  Aug.  31,  1939.  The  defendant, 
the  complaint  alleges,  had  failed  to 
release  the  feature  by  the  date  pro- 
vided in  the  contract,  and  had  also 
"unmasked"  the  Lone  Ranger  in  its 
serial,  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the 
agreement. 

The  complaint  asks  for  a  judg- 
ment for  $10,000  for  alleged  royal- 
ties due;  the  right  to  inspect  Re- 
public's books  to  determine  whether 
further  royalties  are  due;  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  defendant  from 
releasing  the  now  completed  feature 
film;  a  further  injunction  restraining 
the  defendant  from  releasing  a  film 
entitled  "The  Lone  Texas  Ranger," 
which  allegedly  infringes  upon  the 
plaintiff's  title;  and  for  a  restraining 
order  enjoining  the  defendant  from 
threatening  litigation  over  its  claims 
to  the  use  of  the  titles  in  films. 


"The  City"  Opening  In  Keys 

"The  City,"  distributed  by  World 
Pictures,  has  been  set  for  key  city 
bookings  this  month  in  the  Clay 
Theater,  'Frisco;  Esquire  Theater, 
Hollywood;  Studio  Theater,  Phila- 
delphia; Mercury  Theater,  Buffalo; 
Fine  Arts  Theater,  Boston;  Little 
Theater,  Washington;  Vogue  The- 
ater, Kansas  City  and  World  The- 
ater,  Minneapolis. 


Tebbetts  Buys  Roseway 

Portland,  Ore.  —  Walter  E.  Teb- 
betts, pioneer  theater  man,  has  pur- 
chased the  Roseway  Theater,  lead- 
ing suburban,  from  Gertrude  L.  Up- 
degraff.  The  house  will  be  remod- 
eled into  a  Class  A  house  by  the 
new  owner,  and  operated  in  conjunc- 
tion  with  his   Granada  Theater. 


over  of  films,  but  they  are  mostly 
old  product  from  the  American  yard- 
stick. The  Government,  he  said,  has 
not  yet  fixed  a  definite  policy  for 
film  trade,  and  this  is  something 
of  a  handicap,  as  is  the  economic 
weakness  which  inevitably  had  to 
follow  the  recent  civil  war. 

McConville  said  that  although 
obvious  risks  face  film  shipment  to 
Europe  because  of  war  conditions, 
there  has  been  no  report  as  yet  of 
a  loss  of  any  film  sent  across  the 
Atlantic. 


Predicts  Record  Sum  to  be 
Raised  for  Jewish  Charities 


{Continued  from  Page   1) 

1939  campaign  at  a  luncheon  meet- 
ing at  the  Hotel  Astor  yesterday. 
David  Bernstein,  co-chairman  of  the 
division  with  Major  Albert  Warner, 
presided. 

Reports  were  presented  by  Julian 
T.  Abeles,  co-chairman  of  the  Attor- 
neys Committee;  Harry  Buxbaum, 
chairman  of  the  Motion  Picture  Ex- 
changes Committee;  Bertram  Leb- 
har,  co-chairman  of  the  Broadcast- 
ing Committee;  Benjamin  S.  Moss, 
chairman  of  the  Motion  Picture  Ac- 
cessories Committee;  and  Joseph  H. 
Seidelman,  of  the  Universal  Pictures 
Committee. 

Following  the  presentation  of  re- 
ports, Bernstein  predicted  that  on 
the  basis  of  the  greater  interest 
shown  in  the  campaign  this  year  by 
men  in  the  amusement  and  allied 
fields,  the  division  would  raise  more 
money  in  1939  than  it  ever  has  be- 
fore. 

Bernstein  pointed  out  that  due  to 
the  absence  of  Harry  Brandt  from 
the  city  Sam  Rinzler  will  take  charge 
of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Inde- 
pendent Theaters  Committee.  Max 
A.  Cohen,  Charles  Moses  and  David 
Weinstock   will   work  with   him. 

Presenting  the  facts  behind  this 
year's  drive,  William  Klein,  vice- 
chairman  of  the  city-wide  campaign, 
declared: 

"This  year,  more  than  ever,  we 
must  be  successful  in  our  campaign. 
We  can  no  longer  depend  on  the 
helping  hand  given  us  by  past  gene- 
rations in  the  form  of  generous  be- 
quests and  large  contributions. 
Those  funds  have  run  dry  and  it  is 
now  up  to  the  present  generation  to 
supply  the  complete  needs  of  Fed- 
eration's   116  institutions." 


Mills   Back   In   Albany 

Albany — Bernie  Mills,  former  Re- 
public exchange  manager  here,  is 
in  town  after  several  weeks  in  New 
York  engaged  in  the  distribution  of 
"Ten  Nights  in  a  Barroom"  for  which 
B  &  M  Pictures  is  national  distribu- 
tor. Mills  is  associated  with  Jack 
Berkson  of  Buffalo  in  the  distribu- 
tion   game. 


Sun.  Pix  Win  in  Middleburg 

Albany,  N.  Y. — Blue  law  upset  in 
Schoharie  County  resulted  in  a  Sun- 
day movie  referendum,  while  Sunday 
pix  won  in  Middleburg  by  a  margin 
of  32  votes.  Move  is  one  of  many 
inaugurated  after  passage  of  the 
Owens  law  by  the  Legislature  this 
year. 


24  PIX  REJECTED  IN 
YR.  BY  N.Y.  CENSORS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stantial  revisions  were  made  before 
the  picture  was  shown  to  the  Re- 
gents and  it  was  then  passed  as 
revised."  While  not  identified  in 
the  report,  pix  was  Warners'^'  Tes, 
My  Darling  Daughter,"  it  is  s&id. 

Elimination  of  1,334  scenes  were 
sub-divided:  433  indecent,  65  inhu- 
man, 286  tending  to  incite  to  crime, 
508  immoral  or  tending  to  corrupt 
morals  and  42  sacrilegious. 

A  total  of  24  pictures  were  re- 
jected in  their  entirety,  but  six  were 
later  revised,  resubmitted  and  li- 
censed. In  the  past  18  years,  the 
Division  has  rejected  363  films,  made 
more  than  30,000  cuts. 

It  cost  the  film  industry  $298,- 
023.50  for  this  review  work,  or 
roughly  $6,000  less  than  the  preced- 
ing year,  when  revenue  amounted 
to  $304,073.  Expenditures  of  Es- 
mond's office  operations  increased 
nearlv  $3,000  to  $67,296.45.  Cen- 
sorship in  18  years  has  netted  the 
State   $2,768,049.07. 

Esmond  stated  that  485  foreign- 
made  films  were  reviewed  and  li- 
censed, coming  from:  Denmark, 
Cuba,  Norway,  Switzerland,  Argen- 
tina, Spain,  Ireland,  Finland,  Egypt, 
Italy,  Russia,  Hungary,  Sweden,  Po- 
land, Czechoslovakia,  Mexico,  China, 
France  and  Germany.  Foreign  pix 
are  steadily  increasing,  it  is  pointed 
out,  a  gain  of  20  for  the  year  being 
reported. 

The  state  censor  pointed  out  in 
his  report  that  jurisdiction  of  the 
censorship  body  extended  to  films 
imported  from  abroad  and  to  indies 
as  well  as  major  producers.  Staff 
additions  are  recommended  to  meet 
"increased  demands"  on  the  Division. 

Esmond's  report  said  the  same 
kind  of  "careful  review"  is  exer- 
cised in  regards  to  all  pictures,  for- 
eign or  domestic,  indie  or  of  major 
product.  Because  of  this,  Esmond 
asserted  "both  importers  and  pro- 
ducers who  might  otherwise  be  in- 
clined to  cater  to  morbid  tastes  are 
much  less  likely  to  spend  their  money 
on  pictures  which  they  realize  in 
advance  can  not  be  shown  in  the 
State  of  New  York." 

In  this  way,  Esmond's  report  said 
"Therefore,  our  work  of  review 
properly  exercises  an  important  and 
wholesome  influence  over  the  pro- 
duction and  exhibition  of  pictures." 


"Last  Desire"  Retained 

"Last  Desire"  has  been  retained 
as  the  English  title  for  the  French 
picture  "Derniere  Jeunesse,"  accord- 
ing to  Transatlantic  Films,  distribu- 
tors. 


Disclaimer 

Dallas — Emphasis  upon  nudity  In  dis- 
play copy  for  "A  Night  at  the  Moulin 
Rouge"  which  played  the  State  Fair 
Auditorium  here  moved  Interstate  Cir- 
cuit to  buy  newspaper  space  to  disclaim 
any  connection  with  its  presentation. 
Circuit  said:  "This  announcement  Is  made 
in  answer  to  inquiries." 


Thinking  of  Building 


A  THEATER? 


JOHN  EBERSON 


John  Eberson,  the  well  known  theater  architect  is  preparing 
an  exceptionally  fine  article  for  the  Eberson  Section  in  the  1940 
Film  Year  Book.  This  article  will  be  of  great  assistance  to 
those  who  are  thinking  of  building  a  theater. 

Thinking  of  Remodeling 

YOUR  THEATER? 

For  those  who  own  and  operate  theaters  that  are  in  need  of 
remodeling  or  repair  work,  Mr.  Eberson  is  writing  another 
article  of  exceptional  value  and  interest,  which  will  also 
appear  in  the  Eberson  section  of  the  1940  Year  Book. 

A  wealth  of  valuable  information  pertaining  to  new  theaters  from  the  selecting 
of  a  site  to  the  opening  night  plus  the  added  wealth  of  such  information  as 
will  save  the  exhibitor  plenty  of  time  and  money  when  it  comes  to  building  a 
new  theater  or  remodeling  an  old  house. 

Be  sure  to  put  your  order  in  now  for  a  copy  of  the  1940  Film  Year  Book  so  that 
you  will  receive  it  as  soon  as  it  is  off  the  press,  early  next  month,  and  read 
these  articles.  They  are  interesting,  informative  and  exceptionally  valuable 
to  those  thinking  of  building  a  theater  and  to  those  operating  theaters. 
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"No  Place  to  Go" 

with   Fred   Stone,   Gloria   Dickson,   Dennis 
Morgan 
Warners  57  Mins. 

PROGRAM  OFFERING  WITH  FRED 
STONE  SHOULD  SATISFY  AS  NABE  FARE. 
Adapted  from  a  play  of  a  few  seasons 
back,  this  new  Warner  release  tells  the 
story  of  father  transplanted  from  an  old 
soldiers'  home  to  live  with  his  son  and  his 
son's  wife.  Film  will  probably  go  all  right 
in  nabe  houses  where  the  family  trade  is 
heaviest.  Fred  Stone  is  his  usual  capable 
and  infectious  self  as  the  father,  with  Den- 
nis Morgan  and  Gloria  Dickson  ably  por- 
traying his  son  and  daughter-in-law.  Sonny 
Bupp  does  well  by  an  important  role.  He 
had  been  happy  in  his  former  surroundings, 
but  life  with  his  son  and  his  family  was 
confusing  and  annoying.  He  is  given  a  job 
in  his  son's  office,  but  suspects  it  is  merely 
a  gesture.  Almost  run  over  by  a  car,  he 
is  saved  by  Sonny  Bupp.  Stone  interests 
himself  in  the  boy  and  discovers  that  his 
life  with  a  lazy  and  thievish  uncle  is  un- 
pleasant. Sonny  inadvertently  tells  his  uncle 
that  Stone  has  some  money  saved  in  a  trunk 
and  he  is  robbed.  Stone  does  not  believe 
that  Sonny  would  steal  the  money  and 
does  a  little  sleuthing  on  his  own  to  catch 
up  with  the  real  thief.  Stone  takes  Sonny 
and  goes  to  live  in  a  club  for  gentlemen, 
convincing  his  son  that  it  is  better  that  way. 

CAST:  Fred  Stone,  Dennis  Morgan,  Gloria 
Dickson,  Sonny  Bupp.  Aldrich  Bowker, 
Charles  Hilton,  Georgia  Caine,  Frank  Faylen, 
Dennie  Moore,  Alan  Bridge,  Greta  Meyer, 
Bernice  Pilot,  Joe  Devlin,  Christian  Rub. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warner  Bros.;  Di- 
rector, Terry  Morse;  Screenplay,  Lee  Katz, 
Lawrence  Kimble,  Fred  Niblo,  Jr.;  Adapted 
from  a  play  by,  George  S.  Kaufman  and 
Edna  Ferber;  Cameraman,  Arthur  Edeson; 
Editor,   Benjamin  Liss. 

DIRECTION,     Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


*  SERIAL   * 


"The  Green  Hornet" 

Universal  21  mins.  per  episode 

Rousing  Serial  Will  Hold  Action 

Fans 

Starting  off  with  a  rush,  the  much 
publicized  "Green  Hornet"  careens 
at  a  fast  pace  into  his  career  of 
racket  busting.  First  chapters  are 
filled  with  action  and  the  serial  is 
certain  to  hold  interest.  The  juve 
trade  sure  to  go  for  it  in  a  big  way. 
Picture  is  widely  exploited  betore  an 
exhibitor  ever  plays  it  through  the 
radio  show  of  the  same  name.  Gor- 
don Jones  heads  the  cast  as  the 
crusading  publisher  who  essays  a 
Robin  Hood  role  when  the  police  fail 
to  clean  up  the  gangsters.  Keye 
Luke  and  Wade  Boteler  serve  as 
Jones'  assistants  and  Ann  Nagel 
adds  the  female  touch  to  the  pic- 
ture. Serial  is  released  in  13  chap- 
ters. 


*  SHORTS   * 


"Couriers  of  the   Nation" 


Emerson  Yorke 


17  mins. 


Standout  Subject 


Cleaving  to  his  pattern  of  "in- 
formative shorts,"  Emerson  Yorke 
has  produced  this  two-reeler  for  the 
Golden  Gate  Exposition  Commis- 
sion, and  it  will  be  shown  as  a  "fea- 
ture" of  the  San  Francisco  Fair  next 
year.  Yorke  also  directed  and  penned 
the  commentary  for  the  production 
which  masterfully  condenses  the 
complex  workings  and  romantic  his- 
tory of  the  U.  S.  Post  Office  De- 
partment, which  fully  co-operated  in 
making  the  film.  The  material  is 
expertly  handled,  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  Benjamin  Franklin  as  Post- 
master General  of  the  Colonies  in 
1775,  until  the  present  day  when 
Uncle  Sam's  tremendous  system  of 
mail  receiving,  handling  and  deliv- 
ery stretches  to  every  hamlet  of 
the  nation  and  to  lands  of  every  con- 
tinent. Excellent  judgement  has  been 
exercised  in  touching  not  only  upon 
all  the  agencies  whereby  the  aver- 
age citizen  is  served,  but  also  in- 
corporating sequences  which  in  them- 
selves are  highly  novel  and  instruc- 
tive. Few  shorts  of  this  or  any  other 
year  are  so  filled  with  human  inter- 
est and  inspirational  values.  Alois 
Havrilla's  narration  is  splendid,  as 
is  the  photography  by  Edward  Hor- 
ton  and  the  music  score  rendered  by 
the  U.  S.  Marine  Band  Symphony 
Orchestra  with  William  F.  Santel- 
mann  conducting.  Genesis  and  rise 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  re- 
veal the  addition  of  the  Postmaster 
General  to  the  President's  Cabinet; 
the  birth  of  postage  stamps,  regis- 
tered mail,  railway  service,  city  de- 
livery, postal  money  orders,  domestic 
and  foreign,  creation  of  the  Post 
Office  as  an  executive  department, 
postal  cards,  special  delivery,  rural 
delivery,  postal  savings,  village  de- 
livery parcel  post,  domestic  air  mail, 
and  trans-oceanic  air  mail.  Every 
citizen  of  this  country  will  be  bet- 
ter informed  by  viewing  the  Yorke 
production — and  will  be  highly  enter- 
tained at  the  same  time. 


"Sleeping  Princess" 

(Walter  Lantz  Cartune) 

Universal  10  mins. 

Entertaining  Cartoon 

The  story  of  the  sleeping  princess 
is  entertainingly  presented  in  this 
cartoon.  The  little  princess  is  born 
in  the  palace,  but  through  an  acci- 
dent the  fairy  Destiny  fails  to  get 
her  invitation  and  is  furious  at  the 
insult.  She  lures  the  princess  into 
hurting  herself  and  puts  her  to  sleep. 
Some  years  later  the  invitation  sent 
Destiny  is  found  under  a  rug  in  the 
fairies'  palace  and  she  immediately 
rectifies  her  action  by  sending  a 
prince  to  awaken  the  sleeping  prin- 
cess. 


"Popular  Science" 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Interesting  Scientific 

Developments 

Roundup  of  new  scientific  develop- 
ments is  presented  in  this  reel,  with 
each  subject  interesting.  Short  opens 
with  a  newly  developed  rubber  jack- 
et for  preserving  meats  indefinitely. 
In  the  field  of  construction  we  see 
a  new  method  of  erecting  houses 
that  only  takes  48  hours,  steel  molds 
are  quickly  put  together  and  con- 
crete is  poured  in.  For  laughs,  a 
screwy  inventor  is  presented  with 
two  new  gadgets  that  are  guaran- 
teed to  be  of  no  use  to  anybody. 
The  Underwriters  Laboratories  of 
Chicago  is  shown  testing  a  number 
of  new  inventions  for  safety  and 
performance. 

"Symphony  of  Swing" 
(Melody  Master) 
Warners  10  mins. 

Swingsters  Delight 
A  smoothly  arranged  collection  of 
musical  numbers  is  provided  by  Artie 
Shaw  and  his  orchestra  in  this  short. 
Shaw  gives  several  solos  on  the 
clarinet  and  vocal  aid  is  given  by 
Helen  Forrest  and  Tony  Pastor. 
Using  a  band  stand  setting,  clever 
trick  photography  gives  reel  an  un- 
usual touch.  "Jeepers  Creepers," 
"Deep  Purple"  and  "Lady  Be  Good" 
are  played  by  the  ork. 

"The  Royal  Rodeo" 

Warners  15  mins. 

Rodeo  With  Trimmings 

John  Payne,  head  of  a  wild  west 
show,  arrives  in  the  mythical  king- 
dom of  Avania  for  a  tour.  The  boy 
king,  Scotty  Beckett,  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  Payne  frcm  reading  about 
his  show,  falls  off  the  balcony  of  the 
palace  and  is  rescued  by  Payne.  The 
king's  regent  and  his  co-plotters 
abduct  him  the  next  day,  but  Payne 
and  his  cowboys,  including  Cliff  Ed- 
wards, rescue  him.  There  is  a  com- 
mand performance  and  a  big  celebra- 
tion. Short  is  in  Technicolor. 


"Rhumba  Land" 

Universal  18  Vz  mins. 

Entertaining  Variety  Show 

Rhumba  bands,  singers  and  danc- 
ers are  neatly  projected  to  the  screen 
in  turn  in  this  zippy  Universal  short. 
The  music  is  good  and  the  perform- 
ers are  first  rate.  Wini  Shaw  sings 
two  numbers  in  her  intriguingly 
throaty  voice,  including  the  "Lady  In 
Red."  Vivien  Fay  dances,  as  does 
Jimmy  Clemens,  well  known  comic 
dancer.  The  Theodores  give  a  ball 
room  exhibition  of  the  rhumba  and 
Tana  does  a  solo  singing  number. 
Alfredo  Seville  and  The  Singing 
Charnos  also  vocalize.  Darryl  Harpa 
and  his  orchestra  provide  the  music. 

"Pied  Piper  Porky" 

(Looney  Tune) 

Warners  7  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

Our  erstwhile  friend  Porky  Pig, 
essays  the  role  of  the  pied  piper  with 


amusing  results  in  this  cartoon. 
Porky,  having  rid  the  town  of  rats,  is 
receiving  an  ovation  when  he  is  em- 
barrassed by  the  appearance  of  a 
rat  that  did  not  heed  his  piping. 
The  rat  is  a  wily  customer,  and 
Porky  finally  sics  a  cat  on  hi*'"  but 
the  rat  comes  through  with  "  ying 
colors  and  gives  Porky  and  his  feline 
accomplice  a  drubbing. 

"Never  Sock  A  Baby" 

(Popeye  the  Sailor) 

Paramount  6  mins. 

Amusing  Cartoon 

The  irrepressible  Popeye  has  bad 
dreams  in  this  short.  He  dreams  that 
after  punishing  Sweet  Pea  he  leaves 
home.  The  child's  adventures  are 
hair-raising  and  nerve-tingling,  with 
Popeye  experiencing  plenty  of 
trouble  before  he  comes  to  and  dis- 
covers that  everything  is  all  right. 
His  trusty  can  of  spinach  does  the 
trick,  as  usual. 


"American  Saddle  Horses" 

(The  Color  Parade) 

Warners  10  mins. 

Interesting  Subject  Matter 

Various  types  of  American  horses 
from  the  mustang  to  the  show  horse, 
and  a  history  of  their  ancestry,  pro- 
vide interesting  subject  matter  in 
this  short,  and  all  horse  lovers  should 
get  a  big  kick  out  of  it.  The  vari- 
ous gaits  used  by  show  horses,  trot, 
walk,  canter,  extended  gallop,  sin- 
gle foot,  etc.,  are  shown  and  ex- 
plained in  the  film.  An  interesting 
addition  to  the  short  is  the  planta- 
tion walking  horse  with  its  unusual 
half  walk  half  canter  developed  for 
smoothly    covering   long   distances. 


"Aqua  Rhythm" 

(Grantland  Rice  Sportlight) 

Paramount  10  mins. 

Fine  Swimming  Reel 

Short  is  devoted  in  its  entirety  to 
the  symmetrical  swimming  done  by 
the  30  girl  members  of  the  Tarpon 
Swimming  Club  of  Florida.  Ted 
Husing  provides  the  commentary. 
The  swimmers  demonstrate  waltzing 
in  the  water  and  a  number  of  de- 
signs. There  is  also  some  fine  under- 
water work  done  in  the  reel.  The 
rhythm  of  these  swimmers  is  well 
worth  seeing. 


"Fagin's  Freshman" 

(Merrie  Melody  Cartoon) 

Warners  7  mins. 

Entertaining  Short 

Blackie,  the  bad  boy  of  the  kit- 
tens in  the  family,  won't  sing  nursery 
songs  with  his  brothers  and  sisters 
and  is  sent  to  bed.  He  falls  asleep 
and  dreams  he  joins  a  school  where 
the  boys  are  taught  to  rob  and  steal. 
The  police  locate  the  school  and 
throw  a  cordon  around  it.  A  battle  | 
between  the  police  and  the  school's 
pupils  results.  Blackie  wakes  up  and 
is  glad  to  join  the  family  singfest 
after  his  hairbreadth  escape. 
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*    fOREIGR   * 


=IPapacito  Lindo" 

(Sweet  Daddy) 

with   Fernando  Soler,   Manolita  Saval 

Arteca  Film   Distributing  Co.  114  Mins. 

COMEDY  WITH  CAST  OF  LATIN 
FAVORITES  WILL  AMUSE  SPANISH  AU- 
DIENCES. 

Produced  in  Mexico,  this  comedy  will  ap- 
peal to  Spanish  audiences.  It  has  plenty 
of  laughs  and  a  cast  of  Latin  favorites. 
Manolita  Saval,  a  dark-eyed  senorita  with 
I  plenty  of  charm.  She  can  also  act.  Film 
might  have  been  shortened  somewhat  in 
length  as  the  action  involved  has  to  be 
dragged  out  to  make  up  the  footage  used. 
Miss  Saval  and  Julian  Soler  present  a 
romantic  team  with  a  number  of  difficulties 
to  iron  out  before  the  path  of  true  love 
can  run  smoothly. 

CAST:    Fernando    Soler,    Manolita    Saval, 
Julian    Soler,    Sara    Garcia,    Rafael    Icardo, 
Manolo     Noriega,     Aurora     Ruiz,     Antonio 
I    Bravo. 

CREDITS:     Produced     and     Directed     by 
Fernando    de    Fuentes.       Presented    at    the 
1    48th    St.    Theater    with    Spanish     dialogue 
'    and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"I  Due  Sergenti" 

(The  Two  Sergeants) 
with    Gino   Cervi,    Nella    Maria    Bonora 

Ernest  Zergani  98  Mins. 

FINE  DRAMATIC  STORY   IS   CAPABLY 

ACTED  AND  SKILLFULLY  PRODUCED. 

Set  in  the  Napoleonic  era,  this  new 
Italian  film  carries  plenty  of  dramatic 
punch.  The  production  value  is  better  than 
average  for  imports,  and  the  cast  is  gen- 
erally competent  from  top  to  bottom,  with 
a  number  of  new  players  introduced.  Gino 
Cervi  is  able  in  the  princioal  role  and  he 
is  supported  caoably  by  Mino  Doro,  Luisa 
Ferida  and  Nella  Maria  Bonora  in  strong 
roles.  Valentino  Brucki  directed  the  film 
from  a  story  by  Paolo  Lorenzini.  Cervi 
is  forced  to  resign  his  commission  when  a 
subordinate  falls  prey  to  a  spy  and  certain 
documents  are  missing.  A  price  is  put  on 
his  head  when  he  disappears,  but  in  spite 
of  this  he  rejoins  the  army  under  an  assumed 
name.  There  is  a  hangup  climax  to  wind 
up  the  yarn.  The  drama  is  sustained  and 
the  film  keeps  moving  at  a  fast  pace 
throughout. 

CAST:  Gino  Cervi,  Mino  Doro,  Luisa 
Ferida,  Nella  Maria  Bonora,  Evi  Maltagliati, 
Antonio  Centa,  Ugo  Cesari,  Enzo  Billiotto, 
Vera  Dani,  L.  Picasso,  M.  Bagni. 

CREDITS:  Manderfilm  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Valentino  Brucki.  Presented  at  the 
Cine  Roma  with  Italian  dialogue  and  no 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"L'Aria  del 
Continente" 

(That   Continental   Air) 

with  Angelo  Musco,  Leda  Gloria 

Esperia  Films  81   Mins. 

SLIGHTLY  NAUGHTY  AND  VERY 
AMUSING  COMEDY  WILL  ENTERTAIN 
ITALIAN   AUDIENCES. 

Well  paced  and  well  cast,  this  new  Italian 
comedy  is  slightly  naughty  and  highly  amus- 
ing. Unfortunately,  however,  there  are  no 
English  titles.  Angelo  Musco  is  fine  in 
the  principal  role.  Leda  Gloria,  Rosina 
Anselmi  and  Valentino  Bruchi  support 
Musco.  Musco  leaves  his  native  town  in 
Sicily  to  go  to  Rome  for  an  operation.  Lik- 
ing the  life  there  he  acquires  a  slight  big 
city  veneer  and  also  acquires  Leda,  a  danc- 
er. They  return  together  to  Sicily,  with 
Musco  under  the  impression  she  comes 
from  the  continent.  Leda's  clothes  and 
habits  start  a  small  revolution  in  the  town 
and  she  flirts  all  over  the  place.  Finally 
Musco  ships  her  back  to  Rome,  but  not  be- 
fore learning  he  has  been  taken  in  by  a  na- 
tive of  Sicily  as  Leda  was  born  nearby. 

CAST:  Angelo  Musco,  Leda  Gloria,  Rosina 
Anselmi,  Valentino  Bruchi,  Silvano  Jachino, 
Luigi  Cimara,  Enzo  Gianotti,  Romolo  Costa, 
Ranato  Pesu. 

CREDITS:  Capitani  Film  Production;  Di- 
rector, G.  Righelli.  Presented  at  the  Cine- 
citta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue  and  no 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Leanyvari 
Boszorkany" 

with  Eva  Szorenyi,  Imre  Hamory 
Hungaria  Pictures,  Inc.  85  Mins. 

FAIR  COMEDY  WITH  INCIDENTAL 
MUSIC  HAS  GOOD  CAST  AND  ACTION. 

Combination  of  comedy  and  music  will 
appeal  to  the  Hungarian  fans.  Picture  does 
not  have  English  titles,  limiting  its  exhibi- 
tion value  to  audiences  that  speak  the  Mag- 
yar tongue.  .  The  cast  is  competent  and 
there  is  plenty  of  action  to  keep  the  film 
moving  at  an  even  pace.  Eva  Szorenyi, 
Imre  Hamory,  Blanka  Szombathelyi,  Gyula 
Csortos  and  Imre  Apathy  head  the  cast. 
Eva  and  Blanka,  daughters  of  Csortos,  a 
local  pawnbroker,  are  somewhat  anti-social 
and  refuse  to  attend  affairs  given  by  the 
students  in  the  nearby  forestry  school.  Mix- 
ups  and  confusion  ensue  before  the  girls  get 
married  finally  to  two  students  they  fall  in 
love   with. 

CAST:  Eva  Szorenyi,  Imre  Hamory, 
Blanka  Szombathelyi,  Gvula  Csortos,  Imre 
Apathy.  Piri  Vasszary,  Marton  Ratkay,  Tiva- 
dar  Billicsi. 

CREDITS:  Photophon  Film  Production; 
Director,  Viktor  Gertler.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

New  Tigard  Opened 

Portland,  Ore. — New  Tigard  The- 
ater at  Tigard,  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bush,  has  opened. 


"Whirlpool  of  Desire" 

with   Jeanne   Boitel,  Jean   Galland, 

Maurice  Maillot 

HO  Films  75  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

GRIPPING  DOMESTIC  DRAMA  WITH 
TRIANGULAR  THEME  HANDLED  DELI- 
CATELY. 

This  French-made  picture  is  a  gripping 
offering  dealing  with  a  newly-married  cou- 
ple, whose  happiness  is  shattered  when 
the  husband  is  made  a  paralytic  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  His  wife  still  loves  him, 
although  he  is  incapable  of  any  physical 
love,  and  she  is  slowly  drawn  into  a  short- 
lived affair  with  a  handsome  athlete.  When 
her  husband  discovers  the  affair  he  com- 
mits suicide.  However,  she  cannot  forget 
him  and  she -sends  her  lover  away.  Al- 
though the  subject  matter  is  of  a  sensa- 
tional nature,  it  has  been  handled  delicate- 
ly and  should  not  offend.  There  are  only 
a  few  scenes  that  might  cause  undue  com- 
ment but  they  are  in  keeping  with  the 
story.  Jean  Boitel  does  splendid  work  as 
the  frustrated  wife,  while  handsome  Maurice 
Maillot,  who  plays  the  lover,  is  definitely 
Hollywood  material.  Jean  Galland  gives  a 
splendid  portrayal  of  the  crippled  husband. 
Peggy  Thompson,  an  American  girl,  wrote 
the  unusual  story.  Edmond  Greville  sup- 
plied sympathetic,  adroit  direction.  The 
musical  score  by  Albert  Sendrey  is  an  im- 
portant factor. 

CAST:  Jeanne  Boitel,  Jean  Galland,  Mau- 
rice   Maillot,    Francoise    Rosay,    Diana    Sari. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Edmond  Greville;  Au- 
thor, Peggy  Thompson;  Cameraman,  Robert 
Hubert;    Musical    Score,    Albert    Sendrey. 

DIRECTION,  Sympathetic.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, Good. 

"VorjiTA 
Toronyorcm" 

(The  Crow  on  the  Tower) 
with   Gabor   Rajnay,   Erzsebet   Simor 
Piri  Vasszary 
Hungaria  Pictures,   Inc.  80  Mins. 

MARITAL  MIXUP  HOLDS  LITTLE  EN- 
TERTAINMENT VALUE  DESPITE  GOOD 
CAST. 

A  story  that  is  complicated  to  an  extreme 
degree  stifles  the  best  efforts  of  a  fine 
cast  in  this  new  Hungarian  picture.  Lack 
of  English  titles  necessarily  limits  the  pic- 
ture's sphere.  In  addition  to  Gabor  Rajnay 
and  Piri  Vasszary,  Hungarian  favorites,  the 
film  serves  to  introduce  Erszebet  Simor,  a 
vivacious  brunette,  and  several  other  new 
players.  Erszebet  falls  in  love  with  Rajnay, 
who  has  a  wife  in  Paris,  although  he  has 
told  everybody  she  is  dead  and  built  up  the 
fiction.  Erszebet,  through  schemes  of  her 
own  and  a  direct  appeal  to  the  wife,  gets 
a  divorce  for  Rajnay  so  she  can  marry  him. 

CAST:  Gabor  Rajnay,  Erszebet  Simor, 
Maria  Egry,  Laszlo  Ungvary,  Pari  Vass- 
zary, Gyula  Benko,  Emma  Kosary,  Kalman 
Rozsahegyi. 

CREDITS:  Atlair  Film  Production;  Direc- 
tor, A.  Endre  Rodriguez.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"When  the  Husband 
Travels" 

with    Manos   Philippides,   Anna   Kalouta 

Latin  Films  93  Mins. 

INEPTLY  PRODUCED  FILM  WILL  AP- 
PEAL ONLY  TO  THOSE  UNDERSTAND- 
ING GREEK  TONGUE. 

Amateurish  in  every  respect,  this  import 
from  Greece  may  possibly  interest  people 
speaking  the  Greek  tongue,  but  it  has  lit- 
tl  value  otherwise.  The  acting  is  amateurish 
and  the  technical  work  is  considerably  be- 
low what  is  expected  in  any  production 
here.  However,  the  cast  works  hard  and 
there  are  some  laughs.  Story  concerns  a 
patent  medicine  tycoon  who  although  in 
love  with  his  wife  is  prone  to  take  a  trip 
every  now  and  then  to  visit  a  charming  girl 
friend.  He  leaves  for  a  trip  and  misses  his 
train.  His  wife  knows  he  is  not  on  the 
train,  so  when  it  is  wrecked  she  tells 
everybody  he  is  dead.  He  has  considerable 
difficulty  in  re-establishing  himself  in  his 
wife's  good  graces. 

CAST:  Manos  Philippides,  Anna  Kalouta, 
Marika  Kalouta,  Nina  Beladama,  Antoine 
Tzinioles,  Jannes   Dianelos. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by  Toga 
Mizrahi.  Presented  at  the  Miami  Theater 
with   Greek  dialogue  and   no   English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Spotty.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Poor. 


"Livet  Paa 
Hecjnsgaard" 

(Life  on  the  Hegns  Farm) 

with    Holger    Reenberg,    Axel    Frische, 
Willy   Bills 

Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures         102  Mins. 

DANISH  FILM  WELL  MADE  AND  ABLY 
DIRECTED  HAS  FINE  CHARACTERIZA- 
TIONS. 

A  simple  story  of  farm  life  has  been  made 
into  a  film  well  above  the  average  of  for- 
eign pix  shown  here.  It  is  best  suited 
to  houses  catering  to  a  Scandinavian  trade 
as  it  has  no  English  titles.  The  players 
are  able  and  the  story  has  been  told  di- 
rectly with  a  wealth  of  native  atmosphere 
and  charm.  Story  concerns  the  love  of  a 
farm  owner's  daughter  for  one  of  the  hired 
hands.  Difficulties  besets  the  path  of  the 
two  lovers  until  everything  is  straightened 
out  by  some  good  advice  to  the  girl's 
family   by   the   neighbors. 

CAST:  Holger  Reenberg,  Willy  Bille,  Karin 
Nellemose,  P.  Anderson,  Karl  Heger,  Axel 
Frische,  S.  Neiiendam,  E.  H.  Jensen,  Carlo 
Wieth,  Kai  Paaske,  Sigurd  Wantzin,  Petrine 
Sonne,   Jacob   Nielson. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by  Arne 
Weel.  Presented  at  the  48th  St.  Theater 
with   Danish  dialogue  and  no   English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Protest  "Hitler"  Ban 

Richmond,  Va.  —  The  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  has  protested 
the  action  of  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Motion  Picture  Censors  in  banning 
the  showing  of  "Hitler,  Beast  of 
Berlin." 


Wednesday,  November  29,  1?39 


QUIMBY  SEES  WIDER 

MARKET  FOR  SHORTS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Coast  for  a  week's  stay,  having  at- 
tended the  M-G-M  sales  parleys  in 
Chicago  last  week-end. 

To  meet  this  challenge,  Quimby 
declared  yesterday,  a  general  im- 
provement in  shorts  product  is  fore- 
seen, with  producers  endeavoring  to 
supply  stronger  support  for  double 
bills  lacking  in  name  values  or  box- 
office  appeal. 

As  examples  of  the  required  type, 
Quimby  pointed  to  the  box-office 
timeliness  of  current  M-G-M  shorts, 
such  as  "Let's  Talk  Turkey,"  "Peace 
on  Earth"  and  "Pound  Foolish,"  the 
latter  with  familiar  names  including 
Neil  Hamilton,  Gertrude  Michael, 
Lvnne  Carver  and  Victor  Varconi. 

Quimby  said  he  was  encouraged 
by  reports  from  salesmen  who  con- 
tended that  there  was  greater  dis- 
crimination in  shorts  buying  and  an 
increased  interest  in  shorts  among 
exhibitors  generally. 

"Instead  of  reducing  the  number 
of  shorts,"  he  said,  "it  is  the  pro- 
ducers' responsibility  to  make  more 
shorts — and  better  ones." 

He  said  48  of  M-G-M's  announced 
79  for  this  season  had  been  com- 
pleted, the  remainder  to  be  ready 
by  January. 


Rate  "B,"  "C"  Pix  as  "A's," 
New  Jersey  Allied  Asserts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

against  allegedly  wrong  allocation 
that  the  distributors  might  re-clas- 
sify certain  pictures  on  their  pro- 
grams. 

Exhibitors  of  Essex  County, 
where  all  Bingo  games  have  been 
banned  by  the  county  prosecutor,  re- 
ported that  they  had  not  received 
any  official  notice  and  that  they 
were  still  operating  their  games. 

It  is  likely  that  New  Jersey  Al- 
lied will  hold  no  further  meetings 
until  after  the  Christmas  and  New 
Year  holidays. 


To  Convert  Circle,  Frisco, 

Into  Newsreel  Theater 


San  Francisco — Aaron  Goldberg, 
head  of  the  Goldberg  theater  chain, 
announced  that  the  Circle  Theater 
will  be  altered  and  remodeled  and 
converted  into  a  newsreel  theater. 

D.  B.  Levin  has  become  associated 
with  Goldberg  in  the  operation  of 
the  circuit.  He  was  formerly  with 
the    San  Francisco  Theaters. 


They  Lihe  Boohs 

Chicago  —  Adelphi  Theater,  which 
pioneered  the  book  giveaway  here,  has 
distributed  more  than  60.000  volumes 
to  date,  according  to  Ludwig  Sussman, 
owner.  Adelphi  uses  popular  fiction; 
plan    continues    indefinitely. 


A  "£MU"  $\*m  "Jloti' 


By  RALPH  WOK 


HOLLYWOOD 
Ponder    "Fabulous    Trinity" 

YSfVARNERS  is  reported  consider- 
ing Preston  Langley  Hickey's 
"The  Fabulous  Trinity"  as  a  possible 
vehicle  for  screen  menaces  James 
Cagney,  George  Raft  and  Humphrey 
Boe-art.  Yarn,  a  biographical  study 
published  a  decade  ago,  deals  with 
lives  of  the  notorious  super-crimi- 
nals, Fred  Lee  Rice,  Frank  Rutledge 
and  Thomas  Jones,  whose  spectacu- 
lar depredations  made  headlines  and 
household  conversation  at  the  turn 
of  the  present  century. 

T  T  T 

RKO  Signs  Hempstead 

David  Hempstead  has  been  pacted 
by  RKO  as  a  producer. . 
T  t  ▼ 

It's  "Bad  Boy" 
In    deference    to    Edward    Small, 
who  has  "My  Son,  My  Son,"  War- 
ners "My  Son"  becomes  "Bad  Boy." 


Lanes  in  Warners'  "Irish" 

Warners  will  star  Priscilla  and 
Rosemary  Lane  in  "Three  Cheers 
for  the  Irish." 

T  T  T 

Loy  Opposite  Taylor 

Myrna  Loy  will  be  opposite  Rob- 
ert Taylor  in  "Flight  Command." 

T  ▼  T 

Virginia    Grey    With    Cantor 

Virginia  Grey  will  be  Eddie  Can- 
tor's femme  lead  in  "Forty  Little 
Mothers." 

T  T  T 

Wood  on  "Our  Town" 

Sam  Wood,  by  arrangement  with 
Sam  Goldwyn,  replaces  William 
Wyler  as  director  of  "Our  Town"  for 
Sol  Lesser. 

▼  T  ▼ 

WB  Signs  ZaSu  Pitts 

Warners  has  signed  ZaSu  Pitts  for 
"And  It  All  Came  True." 


Coast  Studios  Send  Eight 
More  Films  Before  Cameras 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day,"  with  Rochelle  Hudson,  June 
Lang  and  Lola  Lane;  "Five  Little 
Peppers  Midway"  featuring  Edith 
Fellows,  with  Clarence  Kolb  and 
Dorothy  Peterson. 

At  Paramount:  "A  Night  at  Earl 
Carroll's." 

At  RKO :  "A  Bill  of  Divorcement" 
with  Maureen  O'Hara,  Herbert  Mar- 
shall, Adolphe  Menjou  and  Fay  Bain- 
ter;  "My  Favorite  Wife"  co-starring 
Irene  Dunne  and  Cary  Grant  with 
Randolph  Scott  and  Gail  Patrick, 
"The  Bullet  Code,"  with  George 
O'Brien. 

At  Warners:  "And  It  All  Came 
True"  with  Ann  Sheridan,  Jeffrey 
Lynn  and  Humphrey  Bogart. 

At  Academy  Productions:  "And 
So  Goodbye"  with  Jean  Parker,  C. 
Aubrey  Smith,  Harry  Carey, 
Charles  Winniger,  Maria  Ouspens- 
kaya  and  Richard  Carlson. 

At  Monogram:  "Mr.  Wong  at 
Headquarters,"  with  Boris  Karloff. 


Alpine  to  Build  Another 

Pittsburgh — The  Alpine  Theater 
Circuit,  which  operates  a  chain  of 
30  some  theaters  throughout  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia, 
will  build  a  650-seat  house  in  She- 
raden,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburgh.  Con- 
struction is  to  start  immediately 
and  the  theater  is  expected  to  open 
about  March  1. 


WB   Drops  Sandusky  Plaza 

Sandusky,  O. — Plaza  Theater,  now 
operated  by  Warners,  will  be  taken 
over  by  the  Alden  Seitz  Amusement 
Co.  when  the  Warner  lease  expires 
on  Jan.  1.  Theater  was  one  of  two 
houses  operated  here  by  Warners, 
with  other  house  remaining  under 
their  banner. 


Grand  National  Creditors 
Favor  Company  Operation 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

own  business  until  at  least  Dec.  6. 
It  has  been  asserted  by  E.  W.  Ham- 
mons,  GN  president,  that  he  expects 
to  successfully  consummate  the  RFC 
loan  on,  or  before,  that  date. 

The  creditors'  petition  points  out 
that  they  feel  "it  is  to  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  creditors  that  the  com- 
pany be  permitted  to  continue  to  op- 
erate its  business  rather  than  bring 
about  a  liquidation  of  the  assets  of 
the  company." 

A  hearing  on  the  GN  situation  is 
scheduled  before  Olney  this  after- 
noon when,  among  other  matters, 
there  will  be  a  determination  as  to 
whether  GN  will  continue  to  oper- 
ate on  its  own. 


Ryan  Wins  WB  Contest 

Chicago — Waldon  Ryan  of  the 
Rhodes  theater,  won  the  Warner  Cir- 
cuit assistant  managers  contest. 
Francis  Buckles  of  the  Frolic  the- 
ater was  second  and  Frank  Reiger 
of  the   Grove   theater,   third. 


FWC  Tower  Starts  Dec.  1 

Fresno,  Calif.— The  Fox  West 
Coast  Theaters.  Inc.,  state  that  the 
new  $200,000  Tower  Theater  here 
will  open  Dec.  1.  It  will  have  a 
seating   capacity   of   1,000. 


Chi.  Newsreel  House  Ready 

Chicago — Sylvan  Goldfinger,  Tele- 
News  manager,  expects  to  open  Chi- 
cago's first  newsreel  theater  on  Dec. 


Art  Marrone  Under  Knife 

Pittsburgh — Art  Marrone,  head  of 
the  Superior  Motion  Picture  Supply 
Co.  here,  underwent  a  serious  ab- 
dominal operation  at  Mercy  Hospital. 


TO  MEET  ON  EXCHANGE 
CONTRACT  HERE  DEC.  7 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  handle  the  negotiations  for  the 
film  companies. 

Whether  or  not  wage  increases 
will  be  asked,  and  what  othejf "  pat- 
ters which  will  be  on  the  ft  ,/hda 
presented  by  the  IA,  will  not  be  de- 
termined until  the  regional  represen- 
tatives of  the  union  sit  down  with 
IA  chieftains  next  Tuesday  in  a  pre- 
liminary  meeting. 

Lou  Johnson,  New  York;  Lawrence 
J.  Katz,  Pittsburgh;  U.  E.  Crick, 
Memphis;  Marie  Holdsworth,  Des 
Moines;  Neal  C.  Bishop,  Chicago;  Lee 
Cronk,  Denver;  and  F.  J.  Smith,  San 
Francisco,  comprise  the  elected  com- 
mittee of  delegates  that  will  repre- 
sent the  seven  IATSE  regions  in  the 
country,  all  being  members  of  locals 
in  those  cities.  IA  executives  will 
also  sit  in  at  the  negotiations. 


! 


Colorful  Premiere  Tonight 
Planned  for  Kay  Kyser  Pic 

A  typical  Hollywood  premiere  will 
usher  in  RKO's  "That's  Right, 
You're  Wrong"  premiere  at  the  Cri- 
terion tonight,  features  including 
lobby  broadcasts  and  arclights.  A 
large  number  of  Hollywood  and  New 
York  celebrities  will  be  on  hand  in 
addition  to  RKO  executives. 

RKO  will  be  represented  by  Rich- 
ard Patterson,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  RKO;  George  J. 
Schaefer,  president;  Ned  E.  Depinet, 
vice-president;  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick,  director  of  advertising  and 
nublicity;  Cresson  E.  Smith,  West- 
ern and  Southern  sales  manager;; 
A.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Eastern  and  Can- 
adian sales  manager;  Harry  J. 
Michalson,  short  subjects  sales  man- 
ager; A.  A.  Schubart,  manager  of 
exchange  operations;  Rutgers  Neil- 
son,  publicity  manager. 

May  Robson,  who  has  a  featured 
nart  in  the  musical  show,  is  here 
from  the  West  Coast  and  will  be 
nresent.  Among  the  Hollywood  and 
New  York  City  celebrities  who  are 
exnected  to  attend  are  Anita  Colby, 
Ethyl  Haworth,  Frank  Buck,  Charles 
Laughton.  Elsa  Lanchester,  William 
Conselman,  Jr.,  Phyllis  Fraser.  Paula 
Stone,  Leon  Janney,  Edmond  O'Brien, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Connolly.  Fran- 
ces Robinson-Duff,  Mary  Martin, 
Franchot  Tone.  Erin  O'Brien-Moore. 
Sam  Jaffee,  Linda  Watkins.  Milton 
Berle,  Teddv  Hart.  Melwn  Douelas, 
James  Barton,  Ann  Miller,  Jane 
Bryan,  Rosemary  Lane,  Marguerite 
Clarke,  and  Wallace  Ford,  and  many 
of  Kay's  colleagues  of  the  music 
world. 


Balcon's   Propaganda 

London  (By  Cable) — Michael  Balcon 
is  planning  a  propaganda  pix,  "Convoy," 
which  will  concern  the  heroism  of  the 
men  engaged  in  "bringing  home  the 
bacon"  to  British  breakfast  tables.  Ides 
stems  from  a  dramatic  broadcast  of  an 
aerial  attack  on  a  convoy  on  which  Bal- 
con tuned  in. 


M        I 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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W.  Pa.  Indies  Again  on  Warpath  Against  16MM.  Films 

ROCKEFELLERS,  MAYOR  TALK  EASTERN  PRODUCTION 

Para.  Asks  50%  for   'Gulliver",  Sees  3  Million  Gross 


Films  and  Fair 

.  .  .  mutual  benefits 

=  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  = 


A  S  this  industry  confronts  the  problem 
**  of  bolstering  domestic  revenues  in  the 
months  immediately  ahead  to  offset  war- 
time restrictions  on  remittances  from  over- 
i  seas,  etc.,  it  might  not  be  a  bad  idea  to 
examine — or  re-examine — the  promotional 
potentialities  of  the  New  York  World's 
Fair. 

Of  all  major  American  industries,  film 
business  was  conspicuous  by  its  absence 
in  a  display  sense  at  both  the  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  expositions.  Films  there 
were  aplenty,  ranging  from  the  MPPDA's 
excellent  "Land  of  Liberty"  to  innumerable 
advertising  reels,  and,  additionally,  there 
were  a  couple  of  amusement  area  attrac- 
tions with  a  movie  flavor,  but  that  was 
all. 


"THE  rapidity  with  which  important  indus- 
'  trial  exhibitors  at  the  1939  Fair  renewed 
contracts  for  next  year,  if  nothing  else, 
warrants  further  trade  consideration  of  the 
display  question,  it  would  seem.  It  must 
be  obvious  that  if  the  exhibitors  in  ques- 
tion were  not  convinced  that  the  Fair 
stimulated  sales,  there  would  have  been 
prompt  if  courteous  rejection  of  renewal 
overtures. 

Admittedly,  it  is  one  thing  to  sell  films, 
another  to  sell  autos,  glass,  chewing  gum 
and  railroad  transportation.  Yet  even  the 
problem  presented  by  the  steady  flow  of 
new  releases  during  the  Fair  period  should 
not  be  impossible  of  solution.  This,  on  the 
assumption  that  any  Fair  film  display  would 
be  specific,  at  least  in  part,  rather  than 
general  in  promotional  application. 


AS  to  what  the  1939  Fair  accomplished 
**  for  its  commercial  exhibitors,  this  ex- 
tract from  a  survey  report  submitted  by 
Market    Analysts    merits    consideration: 

"The  most  tangible  measure  of  the  value 
of  the  exhibit  to  the  company  in  terms  of 
public  relations-publicity-advertising  is,  how 
much  did  it  cost  per  visitor  head?  The 
costs  of  an  exhibit  only  take  on  a  real 
meaning  when  compared  with  the  number 
of  people  who  saw  it,  on  the  amount  of 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Print    Supply   Trails    Demand 

for    Cartoon     Feature, 

Execs.  State 

Although  Paramount  is  asking-  50 
per  cent  deals  for  "Gulliver's  Trav- 
els," bids  for  the  picture  are  re- 
ported to  be  beyond  expectations. 
Pre-release  bookings  have  been 
spotted  into  56  key  cities  during 
Christmas  week  and  will  be  avail- 
able to  other  runs  as  fast  as  prints 
can  be  obtained. 

The  demand  for  the  Fleischer  fea- 
ture-length   cartoon    has    had    few 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

WB  STOCKHOLDERS 

TOELECTONDEG.il 


Annual  meeting  of  Warner  stock- 
holders has  been  set  for  Dec.  11  in 
Wilmington,  Del.,  with  six  directors, 
including  Harry  M.  Warner,  Jack 
L.  Warner,  Maj.  Albert  Warner, 
Joseph  Bernhai-d,  Robert  W.  Perkins 
and    Waddill    Catchings,    nominated 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

RCA  to  Show  New  Light  Tele 
Camera  to  the  FCC  Tomorrow 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  RCA  Laboratories 
will  demonstrate  here  tomorrow  ex- 
clusively the  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  a  new  type  of  tele- 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


10  Open  Air  Houses 
in  Southern  Circuit 

Atlanta,  Ca. — Atlanta  financial  inter- 
ests, represented  by  George  Wilby,  will 
establish  a  circuit  of  at  least  10  open 
air  theaters  in  Southern  states,  with 
five  planned  for  Florida  alone. 

Wilby  opened  the  first  open  air  house 
here  some  months  ago  and  the  circuit 
plans  result  from  its  marked  success. 
Second  has  been  established  in  Savannah, 
third  bows  in  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  in 
two  weeks  and  a  fourth,  to  cost  $35,- 
000.  is  being  established  on  a  six-acre 
site  at  Orlando,   Fla. 


MURPHYFORTHOROUGH 

TAX  PROBE  ON  COAST 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — West  Coast  industry 
income  tax  cases  were  discussed 
Tuesday  by  Attorney  General  Frank 
Murphy  and  Charles  H.  Carr,  Spe- 
cial Assistant,  who  is  handling  the 
Government's  investigation.  Mur- 
phv  revealed  yesterday  at  his  press 
conference.  The  cases  were  discussed 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Brandt  Silver  Jubilee 

Dinner  at  Astor  Dec.  21 


Harry  Brandt  will  be  the  guest  of 
honor  at  an  all-industry  dinner  Dec. 
21    which    marks    the    ITOA    presi- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


W.  Pa.  Indies  Again  War  on  16mm. 
Pix/  Ask  Distributor  Co-operation 


$152,536  "Lynton"  Award 
Decree  Signed  by  Court 

A  total  award  of  $152,536  was 
granted  yesterday  to  Edward  Shel- 
don and  Margaret  Ayer  Barnes 
against  M-G-M  Pictures,  Loew's, 
Inc.,  M-G-M  Distributing  Corp.  and 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Pittsburgh — Sixteen  mm.  compe- 
tition issue  is  heading  for  a  show- 
down in  this  territory. 

Allied  Motion  Picture  Theater 
owners  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
meeting  here  this  week,  made  the 
issue  the  chief  topic  of  discussion, 
members  protesting  in  emphatic 
fashion  against  the  inroads  the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Gerard  Swope  Also  Closeted 
With   LaGuardia;   Dis- 
cussions Continue 

Spread  of  interest  in  Mayor  Fio- 
rello  H.  LaGuardia's  plan  for  re- 
vival of  feature  production  here  was 
indicated  this  week  when  it  was 
learned  that  in  addition  to  numerous 
banking  interests  with  which  he  has 
conferred,  the  Mayor  has  also  had 
several  discussions  with  John  D. 
Rockefeller  Jr.,  Nelson  Rockefeller 
and  Gerard  Swope,  regarding  the 
plan. 

The  Rockefellers  are  represented 
as  deeply  interested  in  the  plan,  and 
are  reported  to  have  discussed  the 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


GN  GETS  ANOTHER  WK. 
TO  OBTAIN  RFC  LOAN 


Grand  National  Pictures  yester- 
day secured  an  additional  week  to 
obtain  its  projected  loan  of  $450,- 
000  from  the  RFC  when  referee 
Peter  B.  Olney  at  a  hearing  of 
creditors  granted  authority  to  the 
company  to  continue  business  until 
Dec.  6. 

Referee  Olney's  consent  was  pre- 
dicted on  the  condition  that  Patrick 
E.  Shanahan,  chairman  of  the  Cred- 
itors'   Committee,    be    permitted    to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

New  Howard  Hughes  Venture 
Interests  4  Major  Firms 

Howard  Hughes  is  reported  to  be 
negotiating  with  at  least  four  ma- 
jor companies  as  possible  outlets 
for  a  picture  he  contemplates   put- 

( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Thanksgiving  Repeats 

While  it's  "business  as  usual"  in  New 
York  home  offices  and  exchanges  today, 
Thanksgiving  is  being  officially  observed 
in  25  states,  two  of  them  doing  an  en- 
core. Latter  are  Colorado  and  Texas 
which  had  turkey  last  week  also.  New 
England  states  generally  cling  to  the 
traditional  observance. 
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Exit  Eagles,   Enter  Pix 

Denison,  Tex. — Texas  Consolidated 
Theaters  will  convert  the  Eagles 
building  here  into  a  film  theater. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Films  and  Fair 

.  .  .  mutual  benefits 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
time    they   spent    there,    and    on    their   de- 
gree  of  concentration. 

"One  of  the  tire  companies,  for  ex- 
ample, figured  that  it  cost  them  8  cents 
to  get  one-half  hour  of  the  average  visi- 
tor's undivided  attention  ...  Art  exhibitor 
who  takes  out  his  pencil  and  paper  and 
figures  comparative  costs  with  other  media, 
in  terms  of  the  same  amount  of  show,  must 
put  the   Fair   near  the  top." 

Incidentally,  it  might  be  further  ob- 
served that  just  as  the  Fair  could  benefit 
the  film  industry  in  its  quest  for  more 
patrons,  an  industry  exhibit  would  strength- 
en the  Fair.  And  the  transportation  area, 
with  its  Futurama  and  "Railroads  on  Par- 
ade," most  popular  at  the  1939  Fair,  in 
1940  would  enjoy  real  competition. 


Mahan  Succeeding  Pavone 
for  Warners  in  New  Haven 


John  R.  Mahan,  formerly  sales- 
man for  Warners  in  Philadelphia, 
has  bsen  promoted  by  Roy  Haines, 
eastern  sales  manager,  to  the  post 
of  branch  manager  for  the  com- 
pany's office  in  New  Haven.  Mahan 
replaces  John  Pavone,  who  remains 
with  the  company  in  New  Haven  in 
a  capacity  to  be  announced  later. 

Mahan  worked  in  the  sales  promo- 
tion department  for  Western  Elec- 
tric New  York  offices  before  his 
Warner  association.  He  was  sales- 
nan  for  Pathe  in  New  Haven  and 
Boston  12  years  ago,  and  has  main- 
tained a  residence  in  a  New  Haven 
suburb  for  many  years. 


Retiring  WE  Prexy  Named 
on   Brit.   Purchasing  Com. 

Edgar  S.  Bloom,  who  retires  as 
Western  Electric's  prexy  in  late  De- 
cember under  the  company's  rule 
providing  for  retirement  at  65,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  British  Pur- 
chasing Commission  in  the  U.  S., 
it  was  announced  yesterday  by  Ar- 
thur  B.    Purvis,    Director-General. 


Warners  Plan  39  Trade 

Shows  for  "Four  Wives" 


Warners  will  trade  show  "Four 
Wives"  in  all  of  the  company's  39 
exchange  centers  on  Dec.  12.  In 
3ddition  to  exhibs.,  press,  clergy, 
women's  clubs  and  town's  leading 
citizens  will  get  bids. 


Savini  Will  Reissue  UA's 

"Our  Daily  Bread"  in  '40 

Bob  Savini,  president  of  Astor 
Pictures,  has  closed  a  deal  with 
United  Artists  whereby  he  will  re- 
issue "Our  Daily  Bread,"  which  was 
made  by  King  Vidor.  Astor  will  re- 
lease   the   picture   early  next   year. 


New  Pact  for  Beery 

[/     v     Coast    Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood    —    Metro    has    given 
Wh11v   Beery  a  new  contract. 


Schine  Expansion  Reports 
Called  "Mere  Conjecture" 

Gloversville,  N.  Y. — Published  re- 
port that  the  Schine  chain  and  four 
deals  on  the  fire  for  the  acquisition 
of  theaters  in  Ohio  and  New  York 
was  branded  at  the  Schine  home  of- 
fice here  by  J.  Myer  Schine,  circuit 
president,  as  "mere  conjecture." 

It  was  explained  that  the  story 
probably  grew  out  of  the  fact  that 
the  Schines  filed  affidavits  in  Buffalo, 
where  they  are  the  defendants  in  an 
anti-trust  suit,  detailing  how  theater 
owners  had  offered  to  sell  their  hold- 
ings to  the  circuit,  in  the  Ohio  case 
because  the  owner  was  ill  and  wanted 
to  retire.  This  was  by  way  of  answer 
to  the  Government  charge  that  the 
Schines  "forced"  competitors  to  sell. 

The  mere  fact  that  such  offers 
were  received  does  not  mean  that 
they  will  be-  accepted,  or  that  they 
can  be  taken  as  the  basis  for  "ex- 
pansion plans,"  J.  Myer  Schine 
pointed  out. 


"Ninotchka"  Tops  Normal 
Biz  in  First  16  Key  Runs 

First  16  key  city  engagements  of 
"Ninotchka"  following  its  New 
York  premiere  topped  normal  busi- 
ness in  the  majority  of  spots,  rang- 
ing up  to  122  per  cent  in  Philadel- 
phia, M-G-M  reported  yesterday. 
The  Garbo  picture  beat  grosses 
scored  by  "The  Women"  in  eight 
situations  and  equalled  them  in  the 
others. 

Picture  ended  a  three-week  run  at 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  yesterday. 
First  five  days  of  the  third  week 
were  reported  to  have  topped  the 
grosses  for  the  similar  periods  of 
1he  first  and  second  weeks. 


Neely  Bill  May  Eventually 
Pass,  Harry  Brandt  Warns 

St.  Louis — Passage  of  the  Neely 
bill  will  result  in  a  product  short- 
age and  increased  rentals,  Harry 
Brandt,  ITOA  prexy,  now  on  a  cross- 
country tour,  told  a  meeting  of  ex- 
hibs. here.  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTO 
president,  presided. 

Brandt  warned  the  local  theater 
men  that  the  Neely  measure  even- 
tually may  pass. 

The  visiting  New  Yorker  also 
slammed  radio  appearances  by  film 
stars. 


cominG  mid  GoinG 


GUNTHER  R.  LESSINC,  general  counsel  for 
Walt  Disney  Productions,  has  arrived  from  the 
Coast   and    is    stopping    at    the    Waldorf. 

LAWRENCE  J.  KATZ,  international  represen- 
tative of  the  IATSE  and  head  of  the  operators 
and  exchange  workers  in  Pittsburgh  is  New 
York  to  attend  the  exchange  negotiaticVreatart- 
ing    next   week. 

ALLAN  JONES  arrives  from  the  Coast  to- 
morrow morning  for  a  vacation  and  to  attend  the 
Dremiere  of  Paramount's  "The  Great  Victor 
Herbert"    next    week. 

RICHARD  ARLEN  is  here  from  the  Coast  for 
a    two   weeks'   vacation. 

MAXIE  ROSENBLOOM  is  in  town  for  a  brief 
vacation. 

JOHN  MONKS  and  FRED  FINKELHOFFE,  Metro 
writers,  have  arrived  here  from  the  Coast  for 
a    vacation. 

BOB  O'DONNELL.  Interstate  chieftain,  is 
spending   a   few   days   in   Hollywood. 

AL  LICHTMAN  returns  to  the  Coast  this 
week-end. 

ROBERT  CILLHAM,  Paramount  ad.  and  pub. 
chieftain,  arrives  in  New  York  today  or  tomor- 
row  from    the    Mid-West. 

BOB  SAVINI,  president  of  Astor  Pictures,  has 
returned    to    New    York    from    Pittsburgh. 

JAY  GOLDEN  returned  to  Rochester  from 
New    York    last    night. 

CHARLES  EINFELD  will  return  to  New  York 
for  further  home  office  confabs  in  early  Janu- 
ary. 


"U's"  "Destry  Rides  Again" 
Gets  Off  to  Flying  Start 

Universal's  "Destry  Rides  Again," 
with  Marlene  Dietrich  and  James 
Stewart  in  the  top  roles,  <?ot  °ff  to 
a  flying  start  on  its  New  York  run 
at  the  Rivoli  yesterday. 

Check-up  showed  very  big  busi- 
ness, with  the  SRO  sign  in  frequent 
use. 

Aside  from  the  heavy  attendance,  I 
the  earl"  editions  of  New  York's  tab  ' 
newspapers  furnished  evidence  that 
the  attraction  would  be  in  for  a 
strong  run  by  the  nature  of  the  re- 
views, which  accorded  top  rank- 
ing to  the  film. 
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"AN   HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE" Atkinson,  Time* 

George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»uh  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By  Richard  Maibaum   and  Harry  Clork 

Biltmore,  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat 


the  motion  picture  industry  with 

STILLS,  SLIDES,  AD  PHOTOS 
and  COPIES 

STERN  PHOTO  COMPANY 

INCORPORATED 

318  W.  46th  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Circle  64688 
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THE  HARDY  FAMILY,  the  whole 
kit  and  kaboodle  of  them,  have  moved 
in  next  door  to  practically  everybody  in  this 
country  —  and  established  themselves  in  our 
hearts  as  the  most  human,  pesky,  yet  alto- 
gether pleasant  pack  of  neighbors  anybody 
ever  had. 

Ever  since  Mickey  Rooney  first  went  to 
Lewis  Stone  for  a  little  confidential,  man  to 
man  advice...  ever  since  Fay  Holden  first  tried 


to  plaster  Mickey's  cowlick  downfertake  some 
of  the  shine  off  his  blue  serge  suitT^we've  all 
had  a  swell  time  peeking  at  our  new  neighbors, 
the  Hardys,  through  the  window-shafc 
spying  out  what  they're  having  for  dinner 
who  they're  going  out  with,  eavesdropping  on 
their  family  quarrels  and  poking  our  noses 
into  their  business  in  the  good  old  gossipy 
American  way.  Too  bad  Mark  Twain  never 
lived  to  see  an  Andy  Hardy  picture. 
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You  can't  help  liking  a  reaMiuman  kid 
who  takes  to  "swing"  as  natohrily  and 
honestly  as  he  takes  to  the 
.  .  .  and  pulls  through  both 
effects.  You  can't  help  liking  a 
that  meets  each  new  crisis  with  fortitude  anc 
real  down-to-earth  humor  .  .  .  whether  it's  a 
new  girl-friend  for  Andy,  a  new  dilemma 
"or  the  Judge  or  just  another  squabble  about 
p'll  do  the  dishes. 

,ere's  something  solid  about  the  Hardy 
famifyj\Tudge  Hardy  &  Son"  is  their  newest 
and  besfNALyenture.  It's  mighty  well  worth 
seeing!  Wa^\for  it  at  your  favorite  theatre! 
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JMetro-(joldwyn-JMayer  Tresents 


JUDGE  HARDY  &  SON 


with 


LEWIS  STONE    MICKEY  ROONEY 
CECILIA  PARKER    FAY  HOLDEN 

Original  Story  and  Screen  Play  by  Carey  Wilson 
Directed  by  George  B.  Seitz 
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WATCH   FOR  THIS   FULL   PAGE  MAGAZINE  AD! 

It  will  appear  on  December  20th  in  SATURDAY  EVENING  POST  and  December  22nd  in  LIFE  and  COLLIER's.   It  tells  Mr.  and  Mrs.  America  and 
Family  what's  in  our  hearts.  We're  proud  of  the  Hardys.  We  sincerely  believe  their  latest  picture  is  their  very  best!  A  perfect  holiday  attraction. 


A  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
MAGAZINE 
CAMPAIGN 
FOR  THE 
GLORIOUS 
NEW  HARDY 
PICTURE! 
WE'RE  TELLING 
27,985,612 
TICKET  BUYERS 
ABOUT  IT 
IN  FULL  PAGE 
ADS!    ISN'T 
THAT  A  NICE 
WAY  TO  SAY 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS, 
MR. 

EXHIBITOR!" 
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W.  PA.  INDIES  AGAIN 
WAR  ON  16  MM.  PIX 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

16  mm.  film  is  making  into  estab- 
lished theater  biz. 

It  was  reported  at  the  meeting 
that  one  distributor  of  16  mm.  sub- 
jects in  this  territory  had  collected 
$18,000  during  the  past  year  from 
16  mm.  shows  given  by  non-theatri- 
cal accounts. 

Directors  of  the  AMPTO,  it  was 
stated,  will  take  further  steps  "to 
persuade"  all  35  mm.  distribs.  to 
co-operate  with  exhibitors  in  discon- 
tinuing the  release  of  subjects  for 
16  mm.  film  and  endeavoring  to  cur- 
tail the  expansion  of  competitive 
showings. 

Due  to  illness,  President  M.  A. 
Rosenberg  was  unable  to  attend  the 
meeting  and  his  report  on  the  East- 
ern regional  conference  of  Allied 
States  units  was  postponed  until  the 
next  session. 

Report  was  made  with  regard  to 
a  Neely  bill  conference  held  with 
Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 
ITOA,  on  his  recent  visit.  Matter 
will  be  again  discussed  at  the  next 
meeting. 


"Child  is  Born"  Premiere 
Plug  in  UU"  Newsreel  Tie 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  —  Wide  public 
interest  is  centering  about  the  Dec. 
5  premiere  of  Warners'  "A  Child 
Is  Born"  at  the  local  Newman  The- 
ater, as  a  result  of  that  house's 
manager,  Jerry  Zigmond,  having  ar- 
ranged a  competition  with  the  Kan- 
sas City  Star  to  select  a  baby  from 
this  territory  who  will  be  honored 
at  the  premiere  and  also  serve  as 
the  New  Year  Baby  for  the  1940 
edition  of  Universal  Newsreel. 

A  jury  of  seven  nurses  from  vari- 
ous hospitals  here  will  meet  at  the 
Hotel  Muehlebach  on  Dec.  5  to  make 
the  final  choice.  Winner  will  be 
given  a  $50  bank  account  to  start 
its  career.  The  Kansas  City  Star's 
announcements  to  date,  coupled  with 
intensive  exploitation  tie-ups  includ- 
ing the  supply  of  milk  bottle  col- 
lars, have  been  highly  effective  in 
limelighting  the  premiere  through- 
out the  territory. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

NOVEMBER  30 

Reginald  Denny 

Jacqueline    Logan 

Karl    Struss 
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WITH  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     THOUGH   personally   in   Boston fulfilling    an   engage- 
ment   Kay  Kyser  was  nevertheless  (thanks  to  the  magic  of  movies) 

very  much  in  evidence at  Loew's  Criterion  Theater  last  night 

on  ole  Broadway where   his  new  RKO   Radio  pix,  "That's   Right, 

You're  Wrong/'  was  launched  with  deserved  fanfare sunlight  arcs 

and  all! Crowds  made  Lou  Little's  famous  "muddle  huddle"  look 

like  a  supremely  simple  gyration as  they  milled  about  in  what  can 

be  best  described  as  a  "shuffling  sardines"  formation to  gain  the 

b.o.  window and  lamp  the  celebs  who  appeared  before  the  mikes 

which  WHN  installed  in  the  lobby that  the  Kyser  premiere 

doings  could  be  shared  by  the  radio  audience RKO  Radio's   top 

execs,   were    on   hand   en   masse ditto    Kay's    colleagues    'mongst 

the  song  scribblers and  it's  worthy  of  mention or,  should  we 

say,  notation that  even  rival  musical  maestros  turned  out  for  the 

event 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IT'S  goin'  to  be  a  lot  happier  and  more  peaceful  Xmas 

this  year if  the  "Mail  Early!"  admonition  of  the  Post  Office 

Dept.  is  lieeded  by  everybody Consider  the  facts First 

off,  the  great  festival  falls  on  a  Monday ("Hurrah  for  the 

three-day  holiday,  you  say,  but  wait — ) Only  Special  Deliv- 
eries will  be  made  on  that  day To  boot,  the  post  offices  will 

be   closed Furthermore,  they'll  also   be  shuttered   on  Xmas 

Eve,  which  is  on  Sunday So  you'd  better  get  gifts  and  greet- 
ing cards  into  the  mails  good  and  early unless  you  want  your 

Aunt  Patience to  belie  her  name and  your  rich  Uncle 

Will to  strike  yours  from  that  important  document 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     B.   O.   REVENUE   is   generally   known    as   "take" but 

there   are   times   when  it   has   been   "taken" For   example,   a   dis- 
patch out  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  reveals  that  the  Park  Theater  there 

was  showing  "I  Stole  a  Million"  and  "On  Trial" when  a  youthful 

bandit,  armed  with  an  automatic  pistol  (and,  we  might  add,  a  disdain 

for  the  titles  spread  on  the  marquee) held  up  Miss  Marion  Davis, 

the  cashier,  and  escaped  with  more  than  S200 Coincidentally,  an- 
other dispatch  arrived  on  our  desk-top from  Detroit asserting 

that  the  Brown  Circuit's  Dexter  Theater  was  held  up  by  a  thief 

who  phoned  the  victimized  cashier  the  next  day  and  apologized 

saying  that  he  planned  to  return  the  cash,  but  needed  the  money  right 

now and  "just  had  to  take  it" In  light  of  the  Park  Theater's 

experience it  wouldn't  have  made  an  iota  of  difference  to  the  Dex- 
ter  if  it  had  been  playing  "You  Can't  Take  It  With  You" 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     THERE'S   a   new   producer   on   the   horizon We 

mean  Marvin  Rothenberg 21-year-old  son  of  Irving  Rothen- 

berg,  Warner  film   salesman  in  the  N.   Y.   exchange Young 

Rothenberg   produced    and    directed    the    snappy    inter-collegiate 

musical    revue,    "Pens    and    Pencils    of    1939" which    played 

t'other  day  to  a  record  audience  in   the   local  Pauline   Edwards 

Theater 2,000  persons  saw  the  show  and  enthused 600 

more  would  have but  had  to  be  turned  away 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •      HAZEL    FLYNN    clarions that    the    Radio    City    Music 

Hall  is  soon  gonna  have  room  on  its  marquee  for  an  extra  letter 

or  at  least  a  hunk  of  punctuation Before  the  house  opened 

the  forward-peering  architects  built  the  marquee  around  the  Sixth  Ave. 

El  whose  demolition  was  held  likely Now  20  workmen  are  making 

the  marquee  into  the  form  originally  visualized 
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GN  GETS  ANOTHER  WK, 

TO  OBTAIN  RFC  LOAN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

take  general  supervision  of  GN's 
business  transactions. 

Earle  W.  Hammons,  presiden  f 
GN,  was  directed  by  the  Referee  vO 
report  to  a  creditors'  meeting  on 
Monday  as  to  the  progress  made  by 
GN  in  securing  the  loan. 

Saul  E.  Rogers,  attorney  for  the 
company,  requested  the  adjournment, 
stating  that  Hammons  had  been  in 
continual  conference  with  both  T. 
Kennedy  Stevenson,  head  of  Erpi, 
and  a  representative  of  RFC,  and 
that  he  was  very  hopeful  that  the 
matter  could  be  brought  to  a  head 
within  a  week. 

Rogers  claimed  that  a  number  of 
obstacles  such  as  the  previous  in- 
voluntary petition  had  slowed  pro- 
gress, and  stated  further  that  ex- 
changes had  been  consolidated  to 
effect  economy. 

It  was  learned  during  the  meeting 
that  the  company  had  lost  continual- 
ly since  its  inception,  at  an  average 
of  $4,000  a  week.  Rogers  ascribed 
the  loss  to  an  insufficient  number  of 
pictures  for  distribution,  but  claimed 
that  this  could  be  remedied. 

GN's  income  at  present  is  $8,000 
per  week,  and  overhead,  exclusive 
of  executive  salaries  is  $12,000,  it 
was  brought  out  at  the  meeting. 

A  number  of  creditors  asked  for 
the  posting  of  an  indemnity  bond  as 
a  condition  for  continued  operation, 
but  Rogers  contended  that  this  would 
force  immediate  liquidation  since  the 
company  could  not  obtain  such  a 
bond. 

It  was  also  disclosed  that  Erpi  had 
made  no  commitment  in  writing  to 
loan  the  company  $100,000,  but  that 
Stevenson  was  well  disposed  toward 
Hammons. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
Dec.  6  at  4:30  p.m.  with  an  under- 
standing that  creditors  would  not 
commit  themselves  to  any  particular 
action  after  that  time. 


SAG  Suggests  Actor  Unions 
Study  Tele  Employment 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Representatives  of  the 
Screen  Actors  Guild  have  suggested 
that  a  committee  representing  SAG 
Actors'  Equity,  AFRA  and  AGVA 
be  appointed  to  study  television  in 
relation  to  employment  for  members 
of  the   four  organizations. 

The  Guild's  board  of  directors  met 
Monday  but  took  no  action  regarding 
television. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Springfield,  111.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Hodge,  North  Hazel  Dell. 
Lake  Springfield,  announce  the  mar- 
riage of  their  daughter,  Norma,  to 
Edmond  A.  Metzger,  manager  of  the 
Strand  Theater,  one  of  the  Kera- 
sotes    houses. 
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Lincoln  "Ten  Best"  Local  Poll  to  Span  Whole  State 


Journal-Star  Plans  Widespread 

Hookup  of  County 

Seat  Exhibs. 

L»  h\n,  Neb. — Viewing  last  year's 
success  in  the  Sunday  Journal  and 
Star's  co-operation  with  The  Film 
Daily's  "Ten  Best"  poll,  the  official 
pick  being  made  by  the  nation's 
critics,  the  paper  here  has  embarked 
on  an  even  bigger  contest  with  more 
widespread  tieups  for  1939. 

The  Trip  to  Hollywood,  all  ex- 
penses paid,  for  a  three-day  gander 
at  the  studios,  remains  the  top  1939 
prize,  and  the  money  is  furnished 
by  local  exhibitors  —  The  Lincoln 
Theaters  Corp.,  J.  H.  Cooper's  triad; 
Nebraska  Theaters,  Inc.;  trio  owned 
by  T.  R.  Noble  and  Howard  Feder- 
er;  and  the  Capitol,  indie  house  op- 
erated by  Bob  Livingston.  These 
men  are  assessed  according  to  the 
product  they  control  and  number  of 
houses    participating. 

Besides  the  trip,  which  they  bank- 
roll, each  house  gives  an  annua] 
pass,  one  for  six  months,  one  for 
three  months,  one  for  a  month,  and 
five  free  tickets.  These  tickets  may 
only  be  won  in  Lincoln,  or  the  imme- 
diate area,  which  is  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty. 

Departure  from  last  year's  con- 
test is  the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star's 
step  into  the  state-wide  field.  Every 
county  seat  exhibitor  in  Nebraska — 
and  there  are  92  of  them,  exclusive 
of  Douglas  County  (Omaha) — was 
sent  a  letter  and  asked  to  tie-up. 
It's  a  free  deal  to  the  outstate  ex- 
hib.,  he  being  assessed  for  none  of 
the  trip  cost,  yet  his  participants 
eligible  for  the  top  prize.  He  con- 
ducts the  contest  in  his  own  county, 
installs  a  box  in  his  lobby  for  drop- 
ping ballots,  and  gives  the  same 
string  of  passes  locally  as  are  given 
by  the  Lincoln  exhibs. 

This  means,  in  reality,  that  the 
contest  has  92  local  angles,  if  all  the 
exhibs.  decide  to  participate,  one  of 
most  widespread  hookups  ever  at- 
tempted by  this  polling. 

Last  year,  14  contestants  out  of 
6,300  picked  nine  films  of  the  official 
10,  but  none  picked  10  right.  With 
ties,  the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star 
has  two  outs.  Order  is  the  first  con- 
sideration, and  failing  that,  an  exam 
on  1939  movies  will  be  given  and 
graded. 

The  Sunday  Journal  and  Star 
moved  this  year  to  include  outstate 
exhibitors  after  there  were  many  re- 
quests last  year  for  participation. 
It  also  was  influenced  because  many 
of  the  big  passes  were  won  by  peo- 
ple   living    as    much    as    300    miles 


Prayer  and  Spiritual  Combine  as  Prolog 

to  Western  Meller  in  Mississippi  House 

Greenwood,  Miss. — Here's  one  for  the  book.  F.  Q.  Stinson,  who  operates  the 
Dixie  Theater  for  Negroes  here  gives  a  midnight  show  each  Saturday.  One  night, 
he  had  an  idea  and  getting  up  before  the  screen  asked  if  their  was  a  deacon  in 
the  house  to  lead  the  audience  in  prayer.  There  was.  After  the  prayer,  the 
Negroes  struck  up  a  hymn.  So  now  the  prayer  and  spiritual  prolog  gets  under  way 
every    Saturday;    followed    by    a    blood    and    thunder    western. 


Brandt  Silver  Jubilee 

Dinner  at  Astor  Dec.  21 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dent's  25th  year  as  an  exhibitor. 
Event  will  be  held  in  the  grand  ball- 
room of  the  Hotel  Astor. 

David  Weinstock  is  chairman  of 
the  function.  Milton  C.  Weisman 
is  treasurer  and  Howard  Dietz  is  to 
head  the  publicity  committee. 

Others  on  the  general  committee, 
as  announced  include  Will  H.  Hays, 
Barney  Balaban,  Nate  Blumberg, 
Laurence  Bolognino,  Harry  Bux- 
baum,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Nat  Cohen, 
George  Dembow,  Herman  Eisen- 
stadt,  Si  Fabian,  Louis  Frisch,  W. 
French  Githens,  Harry  Gold,  Edward 
Golden,  James  J.  Grainger,  Hal 
Home,  W.  Ray  Johnston,  Morris 
Lane,  Abe  Montague,  Chas.  C.  Mos- 
kowitz,  B.  S.  Moss,  Louis  Nizer, 
Charles  Pettijohn,  Hyman  Rachmil, 
Walter  Reade,  Samuel  Rinzler,  Her- 
man Robins,  William  F.  Rodgers, 
Rudolph  Sanders,  George  Shaeffer, 
Bernard  Sholtz,  Fred  Schwartz,  Wm. 
F.  Scully,  Joseph  Seider,  Murray  Sil- 
verstone,  George  Skouras.  Samuel 
S.  Strausberg,  Maj.  L.  E.  Thomp- 
son, J.  J.  Unger,  W.  G.  Van  Schnvus, 
Nat  Wachsberger,  Herman  Wobber, 
Jack  Alicoate,  John  Flynn,  Chick 
Lewis,  Don  Mersereau,  Terry  Ram- 
saye,   Ben   Shlyen. 


Rose  Departure  Delayed; 
May  Arrive  on  Wednesday 

David  Rose,  Paramount's  manag- 
ing director  in  England,  is  due  to 
arrive  in  New  York  about  next  Wed- 
nesday instead  of  this  week.  The 
Staatendam  on  which,  he  sailed,  was 
scheduled  to  leave  from  Southamp- 
ton last  Saturday  but  was  delayed 
presumably  because  of  war  condi- 
tions.    The  ship  is  now  at  sea. 

Rose's  trip  here  is  said  to  be  a 
vacation,  although  conferences  rela- 
tive to  English  production  and  gen- 
eral conditions  abroad  are  scheduled 
to  be  held  with  top  executives.  Rose 
is  an  American  citizen. 


ROCKEFELLERS,  MAYOR 
TALK  EAST.  PROD'N 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

pros  and  cons  of  production  here 
with  at  least  one  union  representa- 
tive in  addition  to  the  Mayor. 

While  no  announcements  have 
been  made  by  the  Mayor's  office  or 
aides  within  the  past  few  days,  he 
is  known  to  be  continuing  his  dis- 
cussions with  prominent  financial 
and  industrial  interests  and  his  com- 
mittee likewise  is  continuing  its 
work. 


But  Not  That  Way 

Walton,  Ky—  "Some  Like  it  Hot,"  was 
being  rewound  by  operator  Roy  Wilson, 
at  the  Walton  Theater,  when  the  film 
ignited.  Fire  that  followed  almost  de- 
stroyed the  business  section  of  the  town. 
The  theater  was  destroyed.  Wilson 
rescued  his  wife  and  children  from  living 
quarters   in   the   rear   of   the   theater. 


New  Howard  Hughes  Venture 
Interests  4  Major  Firms 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ting  into  production  shortly.  Deals 
are  said  to  be  on  the  first  with  RKO, 
United  Artists,  20th  Century-Fox 
and   Paramount. 

Hughes  is  now  readying  two  sto- 
ries, one  of  which  will  be  selected 
for  his  comeback  picture.  Budget 
will  be  between  $1,500,000  and  $2,- 
000,000  and  will  probably  star  an 
unknown  girl. 


"Hell's  Angels"  to  Have 

Aviation  Prologue  Reel 

A  complete  line  of  new  accessories 
has  been  prepared  by  National 
Screen  Accessories  for  the  revamped 
version  of  "Hell's  Angels"  which 
will  be  released  in  about  a  month. 
In  addition,  National  Screen  has 
prepared  an  introduction  to  the  pic- 
ture, a  reel  on  aviation,  which  pre- 
cedes the  main  title. 

All  prints  on  the  original  version 
have  been  called  in.  The  Howard 
Hughes  air  feature  is  released  by 
Astor    Pictures. 


$152,536  "Lynton"  Award 

Decree  Signed  by  Court 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Culver  Export  Corp.  under  a  de- 
cree signed  by  Federal  Judge  Vin- 
cent Leibell. 

Damages  were  previously  fixed  un- 
der an  agreement  made  by  attor- 
neys for  the  plaintiffs  and  defen- 
dants, and  represent  one-fifth  of  the 
net  profit  of  the  picture  "Letty  Lyn- 
ton," which  the  Court  ruled  had 
infringed  upon  the  plaintiff's  play, 
"Dishonored  Lady." 


Hot  Springs  Music  Hall 

Will  Include  Theater 


away,  and  could  under  no  circum- 
stances use  them.  In  these  cases, 
arrangements  were  made  with  ex- 
hibs. in  their  locality,  and  new  passes 
were  awarded  good  at  their  nearest 
theater. 

This  idea,  the  "Ten  Best"  poll  by 
Sunday  Journal  and  Star  readers,  is 
in  its  third  year,  and  last  year  led 
the  country  in  offering  of  a  top 
prize,  being  the  only  paper  to  send 
its  winner  to  Hollywood. 

Officials  in  the  contest  here  are 
Bob  Huffman,  Bob  Livingston,  and 
Howard  Federer,  exhibs.,  and  Barney 
Oldfield,  motion  picture  editor  for 
the  Sunday  Journal  and  Star. 


Hot  Springs — Malco  Music  Hall, 
under  construction  here,  will  have 
three  units.  First  unit  will  be  occu- 
pied by  three  modern  stores.  Second 
floor  will  be  equipped  for  radio 
broadcasting  studios  and  theater  of- 
fices and  the  third  floor  will  be  ar- 
ranged for  theater  offices,  music  and 
dance  studios.  The  theater  audi- 
torium will  seat  1,400  when  com- 
pleted. Brueggeman,  Swain  &  Al- 
len, Little  Rock,  are  architects. 


Society  Preview  Plugs 

WB  "We  Are  Not  Alone" 


Kansas  City — Warners'  "We  Are 
Not  Alone,"  which  starts  at  the  Or- 
pheum  Dec.  7,  was  given  a  "society" 
preview  Tuesday  night  at  the  house, 
audience  including  prexies  of  Mis- 
souri colleges.  Both  NBC  and  CBS 
covered  the  preview.  Pix  was  re- 
ported well  received  by  the  social- 
ites. 


All  St.  Louis  Theaters 

Join  for  Charity  Show 

St.  Louis — Representatives  of  88 
theaters  met  with  Mayor  Dickmann 
and  told  him  all  city  houses  will 
contribute  net  receipts  Dec.  11  to 
the  Mayor's  fund  to  clothe  needy 
children.  It  is  hoped  the  theaters 
will  raise  $10,000  toward  $50,000 
fund  needed  to  outfit  12,000  children 
Christmas. 


Annual  Cartoon  Feature, 

30  Shorts  for  Fleischer 


Miami  —  Fleischer  Studios  here 
will  follow  "Gulliver's  Travels,"  with 
a  second  cartoon  feature,  it  is  indi- 
cated by  Max  Fleischer's  local  an- 
nouncement that  the  plant  has 
adopted  a  schedule  of  one  feature 
and  30  shorts  annually.  Nearly  all 
of  the  130  animators  on  the  payroll 
have  been  placed  under  term  con- 
tract, Fleischer  states. 

Moon  Suit  Trial  Dec.  6 

Detroit— Suit  of  Ray  E.  Moon, 
head  of  Mutual  Theaters,  against 
Co-operative  Theaters,  of  which  he 
was  formerlv  general  manager,  for 
alleged  back  salary,  will  be  tried 
in    Circuit   Court   Dec.    6. 


Solved!  I  ! 

London  (By  Cable) — The  problem  of 
how  to  title  a  re-issue  has  been  solved 
tactfully  by  Butcher's  Film  Service.  Re- 
viving "Old  Mother  Riley,"  Butcher's  is 
calling  it  "Return  of  Old  Mother  Riley." 


BALLYHOO  MEANS  BUSINESS! 


Wherever  fans  eat  up  outdoor  action 
thrills  — the  "Union  Pacific,"  "Wells 
Fargo,"  "The  Plainsman"  brand  .  .  .  and 
that's  everywhere  /  .  .  .  they'll  go  for 
'GERONIMO!",  the  year's  biggest  thrill 
show.  Especially  when  it's  backed  up  by 
one  of  those  famous  Paramount  exploita- 


tion campaigns.  Phoenix,  Safford, Tucson 
hold  triple  World  Premiere  with  personal 
appearance  of  full  roster  of  Paramount 
stars... coast-to-coast  broadcast  over  118 
stations... parade  hailed  by  over  100,000 
people  ...  barbecue  for  2,000  guests 
. . .  ceremonies  by  state  officials. 
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•  •  •  and  he  means 

BUSINESS ! 

Business  in  Phoenix : 

"GERONIMO!"   does  a  smashing 
week's  business  in  only  two  days! 

Business  in  Tucson : 

GERONIMO!'    does  a  smashing 
week's  business  in  only  two  days! 
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MURPHY  FOR  THOROUGH 
TAX  PROBE  ON  COAST 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  a  general  way,  Murphy  indicated, 
with  experts  from  the  Tax  Division 
sitting  in  on  the  meeting. 

"Nothing  will  stand  in  the  way  of 
a  thorough  inquiry,"  Murphy  said 
at  the  press  conference. 

The  Attorney  General  stated  he 
will  reply  to  A  F  of  L  President  Wil- 
liam Green's  letter  holding  labor 
unions  immune  from  the  anti-trust 
laws.  Although  he  had  no  state- 
ment on  union  activities  in  specific 
industries,  it  was  indicated  any  ac- 
tivity condemned  in  Arnold's  action 
against  the  building  trades  unions 
will  apply  to  other  industries,  in- 
cluding films. 

Federal  Grand  Jury  Re-opens 
Its  West  Coast  Inquiry 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Federal  grand  jury 
yesterday  re-opened  its  inquirv  into 
alleged  irregularities  in  the  film  in- 
dustry with  William  B.  Dover  form- 
er 20th-Fox  exec,  as  a  witness. 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  is  expected 
to  testify  today.  The  investigation 
is  being  conducted  by  Charles  H. 
Carr,  special  assistant  to  Attorney 
General    Frank   Murphy. 

Warner  Bros.  Stockholders 
to  Elect  on  December  11 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  the  company's  proxy  committee 
for  re-election. 

According  to  the  notice  sent  to 
stockholders,  directors  up  for  re- 
election own  the  following  holdings 
in  the  company: 

H.  M.  Warner,  $1,046,000  6  per 
cent  debentures,  62,859  shares  of 
common  stock  and  9,884  shares  of 
preferred;  Jack  L.  Warner,  $990,- 
000  6  per  cent  debentures,  98,559 
shares  of  common,  and  14,884  pre- 
ferred; Major  Albert  Warner,  $1,- 
739,000  6  per  cent  debentures,  59,- 
647  shares  of  common,  and  14,884 
preferred;  Robert  W.  Perkins,  500 
shares  of  common  stock;  Waddill 
Catchings,  no  holdings;  and  Joseph 
Bernhard,  $8,000  6  per  cent  deben- 
tures and   500   shares  of  common. 


Fannon  Gets  Rep.  Award 

Bob  Fannon  was  revealed  by  Re- 
public's home  office  yesterday  as 
winner  of  the  $25  cash  award  for 
top  sales  in  the  local  territory  dur- 
ing the  week  ended  Nov.  25.  Com- 
petition is  in  connection  with  the 
current  playdate  drive  which  was 
initiated  several  weeks  ago  among 
the  sales  forces  of  Republic's  New 
York  Exchange. 


Studio  Firemen  Organize 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  — ■  Hollywood's  newest 
union  is  that  of  studio  firemen.  The 
organization  will  be  affiliated  with 
the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Building  Service  Employes  which 
is  a  member  of  the  A  F  of  L. 


«REVI6UJS» 

"Destry  Rides  Again" 

with    James    Stewart,    Charles    Winninger, 
Brian  Donlevy,   Marlene  Dietrich 

Universal  94  Mins. 

ACTION,  LAUGHS,  DRAMA  AND  TOP 
NOTCH  CAST  MAKE  HIGH-POWERED 
FILM,  WITH  POTENT  BOX  OFFICE 
PUNCH. 

Cleverly  adapted  to  the  screen,  expertly 
cast  and  skillfully  produced,  "Destry"  will 
please  audiences  generally,  and  it  should 
prove  to  be  a  small  bonanza  for  exhibs.  and 
Universal.  There  is  action,  drama,  pathos, 
gunplay  and  every  other  necessary  ingre- 
dient for  this  type  of  film.  Joe  Pasternak 
is  entitled  to  generous  credit  for  the  pro- 
duction value  of  pix.  Film  also  serves  as 
a  return  vehicle  for  Miss  Dietrich,  who 
turns  in  a  fine  performance  as  the  dance 
hall  girl.  Stewart  is  excellent  as  the  soft 
spoken,  philosophical  deputy  sheriff  with  a 
wallop  when  needed.  Charles  Winninger 
i-,  fine  as  the  drunken  entertainer  who  re- 
gains his  dignity  when  appointed  sheriff. 
Mischa  Auer  and  Billy  Gilbert  will  get 
plenty  of  laughs.  Donlevy  is  a  suave  villain 
and  Samuel  Hinds  is  good  as  the  stooge 
mayor.  Irene  Hervey  and  Una  Merkel  con- 
tribute good  bits.  One  of  the  highlights 
of  the  picture  is  a  wow  of  a  bar  room  brawl 
between  Dietrich  and  Miss  Merkel,  with 
Stewart  also  sharing  in  the  free-for-all. 
Donlevy,  after  cheating  a  rancher  out  of 
his  property  in  a  crooked  card  game,  mur- 
ders the  sheriff  when  he  gets  nosey.  As 
a  joke,  Hinds,  who  as  mayor  is  a  front  for 
Donlevy's  control  over  the  town  of  Bottle- 
neck, appoints  Winninger  sheriff.  Winninger 
sobers  up  and  sends  for  Stewart,  son  of  a 
noted  sheriff  and  gunfighter,  to  come  to 
town  to  serve  as  his  deputy.  Stewart  ar- 
rives in  town  and  soon  makes  it  known  that 
he  does  not  carry  guns  because  he  does  not 
believe  in  that  method  of  enforcing  the 
law,  to  the  disgust  of  Winninger  and  the 
delight  of  Donlevy  and  his  henchmen.  How- 
ever, he  soon  makes  it  known  that  he  is 
to  be  reckoned  with,  and  probes  the  murder 
of  the  former  sheriff.  Allen  Jenkins,  a 
Donlevy  henchman,  is  arrested  and  charged 
with  the  murder.  Stewart  sends  for  an 
honest  judge  to  replace  Hinds  and  when 
Donlevy  learns  of  this  Jenkins  is  sprung 
from  jail  and  Winninger  is  murdered.  In 
a  grand  finale  Stewart  lines  up  the  honest 
citizens  and  breaks  Donlevy's  power  for 
all  time,  with  Marlene  losing  her  life  in 
shielding  Stewart  from  a  shot  fired  by  Don- 
lev  There  is  a  letdown  in  the  climax  of 
the  picture  when  Stewart  at  last  puts  on 
his  gunbelt  and  stalks  forth  only  to  have 
an  army  of  women  break  up  the  battle  be- 
tween the  honest  and  corrupt  forces  in  the 
town,  but  all  in  all  the  whole  picture  is 
thoroughly    entertaining. 

CAST:  James  Stewart,  Charles  Winninger, 
Brian  Donlevy,  Marlene  Dietrich,  Una  Mer- 
kel, Irene  Hervey,  Jack  Carson,  Warren 
Hymer,  Allen  Jenkins,  Samuel  Hinds,  Joe 
King,  Mischa  Auer,  Billy  Gilbert,  Tom  Fad- 
den,  Lillian  Yarboe,  Dickie  Jones,  Ann  Todd. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Joseph  Pasternak; 
Director,  George  Marshall;  Screenplay,  Felix 
Jackson,  Gertrude  Purcell  and  Henry  Myers; 
Based  on  a  novel  by  Max  Brand;  Camera- 
man,  Hal   Mohr;   Editor,    Milton   Carruth. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Ex- 
pert. 


RCA  to  Show  New  Light  Tele 
Camera  to  the  FCC  Tomorrow 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

!  vision  apparatus  which  will  permit 
video    pickup    equipment    to    be    as 

J  light  as   a   newsreel   camera. 

New  equipment  is  composed  of  12 
cases  similar  to  those  used  by  radio 
engineers  on  remote  locations.  Cost 
is    said   by   RCA   to   be    about   one- 

i  sixth  that  of  the  present  mobile 
equipment.  Apparatus  of  this  type 
has  already  been  built  for  NBC  and 
Don  Lee.  Another  set  will  be  con- 
structed for  CBS. 

Television  audiences  in  New  York 
and  Los  Angeles  will  soon  have  a 
chance  to  see  pictures  produced  over 
the  new  sets,  it  was  stated  by  RCA 
executives. 


U.  S. -Argentina  Treaty 

Negotiations  Continue 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  State  Department 
officials,  in  the  wake  of  advices  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  of  Ar- 
gentina to  the  effect  that  no  action 
has  been  taken  which  should  prej- 
udice the  chances  of  negotiating  a 
trade  pact  with  the  U.  S.,  asserted 
yesterday  that  the  assurance  clears 
the  path  for  continued  negotia- 
tions between  the  two  countries, 
both  of  which  have  already  sub- 
mitted commodity  schedules  covering 
item  of  commerce  to  be  included  in 
the  proposed  commercial  agreement. 

Films  comprise  one  of  the  com- 
modities on  the  U.  S.  schedule  sub- 
mitted and  consequently  a  great 
deal  of  interest  has  been  manifested 
by  motion  picture  channels  in  the 
favorable  position  which  will  be  en- 
joyed by  such  product  in  Argentina, 
plus  the  exchange  advantages  which 
would  accrue. 


Frisch  Named  Ass't  Sec'y 

of  United  Artists  Circuit 


A.  H.  Frisch  was  elected  assis- 
tant secretary  of  United  Artists  The- 
ater Circuit  and  all  other  officers 
were  re-elected  at  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  directors. 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  was  renamed 
president  and  chairman  of  the  board. 
Other  re-elected  officers  were  Lee 
Shubert,  Dennis  F.  O'Brien  and  Wil- 
liam P.  Philips,  vice-presidents; 
Bertram  S.  Nayfack,  secretary,  and 
A.   M.   Georger,  comptroller. 


Blue  Law  Acquittal  May 
Pave  Way  for  Sunday  Pix 

Danville,  Va.  —  Fleet  Robinson, 
manager  of  the  Virginia  Theater, 
was  acquitted  here  by  a  five-man 
jury  in  Corporation  Court,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  Sunday  "blue 
laws."  He  permitted  a  benefit  per- 
formance last  month  to  provide  funds 
for  the  Danville  Grays,  militia  unit. 

Theater  interests  have  been  try- 
ing for  a  long  time  to  secure  sanc- 
tion for  Sunday  shows  and  inter- 
preted the  verdict  as  an  implied  per- 
mission. 


PARA.  ASKING  50  P.  G. 
FOR  'GULLIVER'  FILM 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

equals  in  the  history  of  the  com- 
pany, executives  declare.  Be,  ise 
of  the  intricate  color  process,  p?ahts 
take  longer  to  be  turned  out  and 
the  supply  cannot  keep  up  with  the 
demand,  it  was  said. 

Leon  Netter,  vice-president  of 
Paramount  Theaters  Service  Corp., 
yesterday  predicted  a  domestic  gross 
of  approximately  $3,000,000  on  "Gul- 
liver" as  a  result  of  the  extended 
preferred  "A"  playing  time  through- 
cut  the  country.  The  wide  interest 
in  the  picture  plus  the  elaborate 
local  and  national  campaigns  that 
have  been  prepared  are  indications 
that  it  will  be  a  top  grosser  among 
the  holiday  releases  of  all  compa- 
nies. Netter  said. 

The  Paramount  theater  exec,  be- 
lieves the  coming  holiday  season 
will  be  one  of  the  greatest  the  in- 
dustry has  enjoyed  because  of  the 
top  ranking  product  available,  point- 
ing to  "Gulliver,"  "Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  "Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame," 
"Victor  Herbert,"  "Blue  Bird"  and 
others  as   examples. 

To  assist  exhibitors  in  their  cam- 
paigns, exploitation  men  are  now  en 
route  to  keys.  Carl  Krueger.  of 
the  studio  staff,  will  divide  the  Mid- 
west; Jack  Dailey  will  work  the  Pa- 
cific Coast  from  San  Francisco  to 
the  Canadian  border;  Bill  Lansberg 
has  the  Rocky  Mountain  territory. 
In  addition  the  following  exploiteers 
left  New  York  for  various  advance 
engagements;  Ralph  Ravenscroft 
covering  Detroit,  Indianapolis,  Louis- 
ville, St.  Louis  and  Cincinnati; 
Thomas  Jefferson  for  New  York 
State;  Harlan  Hobbs  in  Atlanta,  New 
Orleans.  Memphis,  Birmingham  and 
Nashville:  Vernon  Gray  for  Scran- 
ton,  Wilkes  Barre,  Philadelphia, 
Washington,  Baltimore  and  Rich- 
mond; Clinton  Bolton  for  Boston, 
Providence,  Worcester.  Hartford, 
New  Haven,  Springfield  and  Port- 
land; and  Ben  Hill  covering  Dallas, 
Houston,  San  Antonio,  Fort  Worth, 
Oklahoma  City  and  Tulsa. 


Eight  More  Circuits  Buy 
RKO's  1939-40  Pix  Lineup 

Signing  of  eight  circuits  for  the 
1939-40  program,  involving  200  the- 
aters, was  announced  yesterday  by 
RKO  through  Ned  Depinet.  Largest 
in  the  group  was  the  Comerford 
circuit  of  85  theaters,  followed  by 
the  Skouras  chain  of  45  theaters. 

Other  deals  were  with  United 
Detroit  Theaters,  upstate  houses  of 
the  Fabian  circuit,  the  New  York 
and  Brooklyn  Loew  houses,  the 
Cabart  and  Southside  theaters  of 
California.  Confederation  Amuse- 
ments, Ltd.,  and  the  United  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  of  Montreal. 


Metro  Set  in  Omaha 

Omaha  —  Metro's  local  exchange 
has  closed  seasonal  deals  with  all 
but  14  prospects,  according  to  Mana- 
ger Harry  Shumow. 


It  isn't  coincidence  *  that 
so  many  of  the  industry's 
executives  ir  reach  automa- 
tically ir  for  the  Film  Year 
Book  *  for  accurate  in- 
formation it  they  know  its 
value  *  The  1940  Edition 
out  in  January  *  will  surpass 
all  previous  editions  *  in 
every   way  * 


but  here  is  the  one  campaign 
it  will  pay  you  to  re-write 

because  it  has  proved  the 
PERFECT  selling  approach  in 
Philadelphia  (3rd  smash  week 
now),  Houston  (biggest  U.  A.  pic- 
ture this  year),  Phoenix,  San 
Diego,  Norfolk,  Tucson,  Char- 
lotte and  all  other  spots  where 
this  sizzling  gal  has  taken  over 
all  the  sizzling  business! 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Plans  for  Eastern  Production  Move  Ahead  on  Three  Fronts 

MAJORS  SERVED  WITH  NEWG0V7  INTERROGATORIES 

Only  10  State  Legislatures  to  Hold  Sessions  in  1940 


Nine  to  Meet  Regularly,  With 

Special  Session  in 

California 

Nine  state  legislatures  are  slated 
to  open  their  sessions  early  in  1940, 
while  one  other,  California,  will  hold 
a  special  session  on  Jan.  15. 

The  number  of  bills  affecting  the 
film  industry  cannot  be  determined 
until  the  terms  open,  but  the  busi- 
ness escaped  drastic  measures  in 
those  states  whose  law  makers  con- 
vened this  year.  Generally  speak- 
ing, taxation  looms  up  as  the  po- 
tential major  issue  in  1940.     Re-in- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

WALL  SUEES  PIX 
PROFITS  UNCERTAIN 


Outlook  on  film  companies'  year- 
end  profits  is  regarded  as  uncertain 
because  of  the  European  war  and 
its  effects  on  foreign  income,  ac- 
cording to  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal, which  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
full  impact  on  foreign  revenue  has 
not  yet  been  felt. 

The  financial  paper  estimates  that 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

SAG  Seeking  15%  Pay 

Increase  for  Film  Extras 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Approximately  15  per 
cent  increase  for  extras  is  being 
sought  by  the  Screen  Actors  Guild, 
it  was  disclosed  yesterday.  What 
action  will  be  taken  by  the  Guild  in 
negotiating  for  the  desired  increases 
has  not  been  disclosed  yet,  but  it  is 

{Continued  on  Page  5) 


Boston  Film  Theaters 

Play  to  SRO  on  Holiday 

Boston — Thanksgiving  crowds  de- 
,  j  serted  Boston  clubs  and  dance  halls 
)  last  night  in  favor  of  film  fare.  SRO 
signs  were  up  in  numerous  neigh- 
borhood   theaters    as    hub    patrons 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


44  Theaters  Built  in  Mich,  in  27  Months; 

State's  Total  Now  580,  With  400,000  Seats 

Detroit — Survey  by  Pearl  M.  Sprott,  manager  of  Allied  Theaters  of  Michigan, 
discloses  that  44  new  theaters  have  been  built  in  Michigan  since  July,  1937,  when 
present  basic  statistics  were  compiled.  State's  total  is  now  580  houses.  Additional 
seating  capacity  is  8,675  in  Detroit  and  18,242  elsewhere,  or  26,917  for  the  state. 
State's    present    appioximate    seating    capacity    is    400,000,    nearly    one-half    in    Detroit. 


ST.  LOUIS  NABES  RAP 
GUTS  BY  FIRST-RUNS 


St.  Louis — Owners  of  neighbor- 
hood and  suburban  theaters  have 
sent  vigorous  protests  to  film  dis- 
tributors against  the  recent  action 
of  local  first-runs  in  slashing  their 
admission  rate.  Subsequent-runs 
contend  they  rented  films  in  the  be- 
lief existing  first-run  price  scales 
would  be  maintained. 

Exchange  managers,  it  was  said 
yesterday,  hold  out  no  hope  for  con- 
cessions to  the  smaller  houses. 
Situation  may  remedy  itself  via  re- 
ductions in  receipts  at  the  first-runs, 
causing  them  to  hike  rates  early  in 
1940. 


Expect  SAG  to  Propose 

Changes  in  Tele  Report 

Television  report  submitted  by  the 
joint  committee  of  the  Associated 
Actors    and    Artistes    of    America, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


WARNER  ALTERNATIVE 
PREFERRED  IN  CHI. 


Chicago — With  Warners  offering 
an  "alternate  policy"  to  exhibs.  here 
on  the  eight  pix  in  the  two  top 
brackets,  approximately  40  per  cent 
of  deals  for  the  first  four  being 
closed  are  on  a  percentage  basis,  the 
remainder  being  flat  rentals,  it  is 
reported. 

Deals  for  the  second  group  of  four 
by  a  large  majority  run  to  flat  ren- 
tals, it  is  said. 

First  WB  percentage  film  expected 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Offices  of  Three  Majors 
in  Bombed  Finnish  Capital 

The  loss  of  another  foreign  mar- 
ket loomed  yesterdav  when  Russia 
invaded  Finland.  While  the  num- 
ber of  theaters  in  the  country  is 
small,  American  distributors  look 
upon  Finland  as  a  good  market,  ab- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Floyd  Odium  Reported  Interested 
In  Mayor's  Plan/  Majors  May  Join 


Schenck  a  Voluntary  Witness 
At  Coast  Grand  Jury  Probe 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
20th  Century-Fox  board  chairman, 
yesterday  voluntarily  appeared  be- 
fore the  Federal  grand  jury  which 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Cause  of  eastern  production 
moved  ahead  yesterday  on  three 
fronts. 

Sources  close  to  the  City  Hall 
confirmed  reports  that  the  president 
of  one  of  the  majors  had  suggested 
a  New  York  production  quota  ar- 
rangement to  Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuar- 
dia. 

Second  development  was  Erpi's 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


To  Set  Date  for  Equity  Case 

Trial  on  Dec.  15;  Five 

Majors  File  Answers 

New  barrage  of  58  interrogatories 
in  the  Government's  pending  equitj 
suit  against  the  majors  was  laid 
down  here  yesterday  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice. 

Simultaneously,  there  were  three 
other  developments.  Five  companies 
— Para.,  20th-Fox,  Warner,  Metro 
and  RKO — served  their  own  inter- 
rogatories on  Paul  Williams,  Spe- 
cial Assistant  Attorney  General. 
Texts  were  expected  to  be  released 
todav. 

Set  Trial  Dec.  15 

Additionally,  it  was  learned  that 
the  Government's  motion  for  pref- 
erence and  to  set  date  for  trial  of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


PATHE  HOLDS  DUPONT 
BREACHED  CONTRACT 


Pathe  Laboratories,  Inc.,  filed  suit 
yesterday  in  the  Federal  Court 
against  DuPont  Film  Manufactur- 
ing Corp.  and  asks  for  $210,000  dam- 
ages for  an  alleged  breach  of  a  con- 
tract to  purchase  film  from  the  de- 
fendant. The  complaint  alleges  that 
a  number  of  agreements  were  made 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Seeks  Injunction  Against 
Release  of  "Lone  Ranger" 

An  application  was  filed  yesterday 
and  will  be  heard  today  in  the  Fed- 
eral Court  for  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion pending  trial  restraining  Re- 
public Productions  from  releasing 
a  feature  film  based  on  "The  Lone 
Ranger."      The   plaintiff,   The   Lone 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Industry  Importance  Seen 
In  Shipping  Co.  Decision 

Film  attorneys  are  displaying  a 
lively  interest  in  the  5-3  decision  re- 
cently  handed    down   by   the   U.    S. 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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To  Fete  Jack  Kirsch 

Chicago — Jack  Kirsch,  Illinois  Al- 
lied prexy,  will  be  feted  by  40  friends 
at  the  Congress  Hotel  tonight;  it's 
his  37th  birthday. 
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Loew's  London  and  M.  Loew 
Theaters  Show  Slight  Gain 

Montreal — Slight  improvement  is 
shown  in  annual  report  of  Loew's 
London  theaters  covering  the  53 
weeks  ending  Aug.  31,  compared 
with  the  previous  52  weeks.  Gross 
revenue  of  $148,266  for  the  latest 
period  compared  with  $142,553; 
while,  after  expenses  and  write-offs, 
there  was  a  net  operating  profit  of 
$22,464,  compared  with  $22,387  for 
the  1938  fiscal  period. 

Owing  to  an  extra  depreciation 
write-off,  such  charges  stood  at  $8,- 
181,  compared  with  $3,528  a  year 
earlier.  As  a  result,  the  year's  net, 
sfter  depreciation  and  taxes,  was  re- 
ported at  $11,815,  compared  with 
$15,722  in  the  previous  period.  After 
allowing  for  preference  dividend  of 
1%  per  cent  to  Dec.  31,  1934,  paid 
June  1,  1939,  earned  surplus  account 
was  increased  from  $6,632  to  $13,- 
224. 

Earnings  of  Marcus  Loew's  The- 
aters, Ltd.,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing Aug.  30  showed  slight  improve- 
ment, with  net  operating  profit  re- 
ported at  $203,160,  compared  with 
$201,158  for  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
After  charges,  net  profit  before  in- 
come taxes  stood  at  $147,004,  com- 
pared with  $150,902  a  year  earlier. 
Net  after  all  charges,  amounted  to 
$121,007,  compared  with  $125,547. 

Preference  dividends  were  paid 
amounting  to  29%  per  cent  on  the  7 
tier  cent  preferred  stock,  covering 
the  period  up  to  Dec.  31.  1936.  Pay- 
ment amounted  to  $194,535.  com- 
rtared  with  payments  of  $57,216  or 
a  total  of  8%  per  cent,  during  the 
previous  year. 

As  a  result  of  the  move  to  clear 
off  arrears  on  the  preferred  earned 
surnlus  was  reduced  from  $822,261 
to  $748,733. 


450.000  See  Garbo  Film 

in  3  Weeks  at  Music  Hall 


M-G-M's  "Ninotr-hka"  ended  a 
three-week  run  at  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  Wednesday  with  a  bip-<?er  at~ 
tendance  and  gross  than  was  re- 
corded on  the  opening  day,  it  was 
reported  yesterday.  Aggregate  at- 
tendance for  the  three  weeks  was 
said  to  be  about  450,000. 


SAG  to  Continue  Radio 

Program  Through  1940 

Renewal  throueh  the  1940  season 
of  the  Screen  Guild  Show,  CBS  radio 
program,  which  features  members  of 
the  Screen  Actors  GuiM,  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Young  &  Ru- 
bicam,  advertising  agency. 

Program  is  sponsored  by  the  Gulf 
Refining  Co.  Proceeds  sro  to  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Relief  Fund. 


Woollcott  Hospitalized 

Dallas  —  Alexander  Woo^cott  is 
confined  to  Medical  Arts  Hospital 
with  an  attack  of  acute  bronchial 
asthma.  D«tes  at  Stillwater  and 
Oklahoma  City  have  been  canceled. 


Osa  Johnson,  Col.  Execs. 
Confer  on  Release  of  Pix 


Osa  Johnson  has  arrived  in  New 
York  to  confer  with  Columbia  execs, 
on  releasing  arrangements  for  her 
special  for  the  company,  "I  Married 
Adventure,"  expected  to  be  ready 
for  distribution  early  next  year.  Ad- 
ditionally, she  will  appear  in  opening 
and  closing  shots  for  the  feature  to 
be  made  at  the  American  Museum 
of  Natural  History.  Film  will  trace 
the  adventurous  career  of  Martin 
and  Osa  Johnson,  footage  being  se- 
lected from  1,000,000  feet  of  nega- 
tive heretofore  unused. 

Next  Osa  Johnson  safari  is  plan- 
ned for  the  Spring  and  will  have  a 
film  objective,  but  no  deal  has  been 
set,  it  is  understood. 

Here  with  Mrs.  Johnson  from  the 
Coast  are  Clark  H.  Getts,  her  mana- 
ger, and  Mark  Larkin,  publicist. 


Finds  Censorship  Also 

Detrimental  to  Public 


Paris  (By  Cable) — The  sub-com- 
mittee on  finance  of  the  French  Par- 
liament in  a  communication  to  the 
Premier  declares  that  censorship 
of  films  is  detrimental  to  the  pub- 
lic as  well  as  to  the  industry,  and 
asks  that  a  uniform  system  of  cen- 
sorship be  adopted  and  applied  to 
movies. 

Communication  also  asks  that  one 
responsible  head  should  be  put  in 
charge  of  censorship,  asserting  that 
certain  newsreels  and  features  had 
suffered  from  tyrannical  censorship. 

The  Premier  promised  to  take 
steps  in  the  matter. 


Fourth  Quarter  Dividend 
on  Pfd.  Declared  by  20th 

The  board  of  directors  of  20th 
Century-Fox  Film  Corporation  at 
its  meeting  yesterday  declared  a 
cash  dividend  of  37%  per  share  for 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1939  on  the 
outstanding  preferred  stock  of  the 
corporation,  payable  Dec.  20,  to 
stockholders  of  record  at  the  close 
of  business  Dec.  11. 


RCA  Advances  Sommerer 

to  Head  All  Factories 


RCA  Manufacturing  Co.  has  ad- 
vanced Harry  L.  Sommerer  to  head 
all  factories.  Sommerer,  at  one 
time  in  charge  of  the  RCA  Photo- 
phone  Division,  was  more  recently 
assistant  to  the  executive  vice-presi- 
dent, Robert  Shannon. 


THE  THEATRE 


"AN  HILARIOUS  SCUFFLE"— Atkinson,  Time. 
George    Abbott    presents 

SEE  MY  LAWYER 

»nh  MILTON  BERLE 

and  TEDDY   HART 

By  Richard   Maibaum   and  Harry  Clork 

Biltmore.  W.  47  St.    Evgs.  8:45.  Mats.  Wed.  &  Sat 


comino  mid  Gome 


MONTE  PROSER  flew  to  the  Coast  last  night 
via    American    Airlines. 

ARTHUR   FRIED,   M-G-M   producer,   is  at   the 
Hampshire    House. 

eaj 


CHARLES  KENNEY,  theater  decora*^  has 
returned  from  Miami  where  he  opened  a  TSranch 
office. 

GUNTHER  R.  LESSING,  vice-prexy  and  general 
counsel  for  Walt  Disney  Productions,  is  stopping 
at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  with  his  bride,  the  form- 
er   Jane    Woodworth,    Hollywood    actress. 

JEAN  HERSHOLT  returns  to  New  York  from 
the  Coast  for  his  series  of  "Dr.  Christian" 
broadcasts  as  his  RKO  picture,  "Meet  Dr.  Chris- 
tian," opens  for  a  run  at  the  Palace  Theater. 
MRS.    HERSHOLT   will   accompany   him. 

DON  AMECHE,  having  completed  his  role  in 
20th-Fox's  "Swanee  River,"  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday.  He  will  sail  today,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  on  the  Grace  Liner  Santa  Rosa  for 
a   West   Indies  cruise. 

ERIC  VON  STROHEIM  is  scheduled  to  arrive 
here  from  Europe  today  on  the  American  Clip- 
per for  a  role  in  20th-Fox's  "I  Was  an  Ad- 
venturess,"   starring    Zorina,    the    dancer. 

GILBERT  MILLER  has  delayed  his  return  from 
Europe  and  is  now  expected  to  arrive  Dec.  1 1 
on  board  the  Rex. 

MIKE  TODD  left  for  Europe  yesterday  on 
the  Clipper.  He  hopes  to  induce  Maurice 
Chevalier  to  play  at  the  World's  Fair  next  year, 
and  if  possible  get  the  disbanded  D'Oyly  Carte 
Opera  Co.,  together  for  a  return  visit  to  the 
U.    S. 

MACK  LITTMAN  and  FRED  McCONNELL  have 
left  for  the  Coast  by  car,  visiting  key  city  ex- 
changes en   route. 

ARTHUR  LEONARD,  vice-president  of  Len- 
wel  Productions,  flew  to  Dallas  yesterday  on 
product  deals. 

IRVING  CILMAN,  operator  of  the  Esquire 
Theater,  Minneapolis,  is  in  New  York  on  a 
pioduct    buying    trip. 

JOHN  J.  SCHUYLER,  Syracuse  trade  news- 
paperman, is  in  New  York  for  10  days  of  cod 
fishing. 

OSA  JOHNSON    is   at  the   Waldorf. 

CLARK  H.  GETTS  has  arrived  from  the  Coast. 

MARK  LARKIN  is  in  New  York  from  Holly- 
wood. 

HENRY  GINSBERG,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  Selznick  International,  arrives  here 
from  the  Coast  this  week-end  for  a  two-week 
stay   on    business 

RUSSELL  BIRDWELL  is  here  on  a  flying  visit, 
returning    to    the    Coast    over    the    week-end. 


NBC  Will  Telecast  Two 

Feature  Pix  Next  Week 


NBC-RCA  television  program  for 
next  week  calls  for  two  film  features 
and  eight  shorts.  Features  to  be 
telecast  are  "Broken  Melody,"  with 
Merle  Oberon,  Sunday  night,  and 
"The  Quitter,"  with  William  Bake- 
well,  on  Dec.  7. 


NP.w   10th 


RECORD 

BREAKING 

IN    ITS  «*»"»■■  WEEK 

at  the  World  Theatre,  New  York 

The  Longest  Run  Film 

Currently  on  Broadway 

HELD  OVER  3rd  WEEK   IN  BALTIMORE 

The   Year's  Sensation 


**•*  5 


Distributed  by 

French  Cinema  Center,  Inc. 

35  West  45th  Street         New  York  City 


IMAGINE! 

zlstdayof 
'Ninotchka"at 
Radio  City  Music  Hall 
beat  the  record 
opening  day! 

(one  of  the  biggest  of  the  year!) 


"DON'T  PRONOUNCE  IT- 

HOLD  IT 
OVER! 


GRE  ATE  R 
GARBO! 


TODAY! 

Spec/of  M-G-M  Flash! 


"Another  Thin  Man"  tops  "Babes  in  Arms"! 
Sensational  business  in  first  26  key  runs! 
Capitol,  N.  Y.  opening  biggest  in  3  years!  Held  over! 
Audiences  applaud  reunion  of  Bill  Powell,  Myrna  Loy! 
"Ninotchka"  nationwide  returns  excite  industry! 
Radio  City  Music  Hall  3 -week  run  makes  history! 
Garbo  comedy  clicks  in  small  towns  as  in  cities! 
Industry  opinion  Garbo  has  zoomed  to  new  stardom! 
"Judge  Hardy  and  Son"  Christmas  bookings  setting  record! 
First  preview  of  new  Hardy  picture  is  riotous! 
Prediction  on  Coast  it  will  top  biggest  Hardy  hits! 
"Balalaika"  World  Premiere  Radio  City  Music  Hall  soon! 
Watch  New  Year's  bookings  for  this  rousing  musical! 
Eyes  of  the  industry  onleo  the  Leaping  Lion! 
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SHIP  GO.  DECISION 
SEEN  AS  IMPORTANT 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Supreme  Court  which  holds  that  a 
co-  .  Ration  may  be  sued  in  a  state 
other  than  that  in  which  it  is  in- 
corporated. 

With  film  companies  largely  chart- 
ered in  Delaware,  although  actually 
maintaining  home  offices  in  New 
York,  the  decision  is  regarded  as  of 
industry  import. 

In  delivering  the  majority  opin- 
ion in  the  case  of  stockholders  of 
United  Shipyards,  Inc.,  against  the 
Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Corporation, 
Ltd.,  which  is  chartered  in  Delaware, 
Justice  Frankfurter  reversed  an  old 
practice  which  has  been  in  effect  in 
the  lower  Federal  courts  since  1892. 
State  courts  and  laws  have  also  fol- 
lowed this  practice  and  corporations 
have  been  regarded  as  citizens  and 
residents  of  the  state  of  their  in- 
corporation. It  was  the  custom  for 
corporations  to  maintain  agents  in 
various  cities  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
cepting process  in  civil  suits.  The 
lower  Federal  courts  asserted  in  the 
Bethlehem  case  that  the  plaintiffs, 
suing  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  for 
the  Southern  District  of  New  York, 
did  not  bring  their  suit  to  the  proper 
\enue,  where  the  corporation  itself 
was  chartered. 

Justice  Frankfurter,  however,  re- 
verted to  an  opinion  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Waite  in  1875,  in  which  he  held 
for  the  court  that  a  corporation  may 
give  "consent"  to  be  sued  where  it 
was  "found."  This  was  an  earlier 
judicial  interpretation  which  was 
overlooked  or  misconstrued  by  sub- 
sequent courts. 

Effect  of  the  Frankfurter  decision, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  to  materially 
diminish  corporation  litigation  in 
Delaware. 


Tommy  Thomas  Recovers 

Chicago — Tommy  Thomas,  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Kirkland,  Flem- 
ing, Green,  special  counsel  for  B  &  K 
in  the  Government's  criminal  con- 
tempt action,  has  recovered  from  a 
month's  illness. 
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Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAILY 
to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 


DECEMBEH  1 
Demetrios  Alexis 
DECEMBER  2 
E.  W.  Hammons 
Julian  Arthur 
Frank  Reicher 
Otto  Brower 


Alfred  Reeves 
Alfred  L.  Werker 

DECEMBER  3 
Monty  Collins 
Marion  Shilling 

Basil    Smith 

Hollis  Kennahan 

Lucile    Engel 


•  •      •     WE   don't  profess   to  know   how  many  exhibs have 

"stars  in  their  eyes" It's  only  a  pretty  figure  of  speech  anyway 

But  we  do  know  that  there  are  a  helluva  lot  of  the  boys 

who  have  "stars  in  their  hair" ....  in  a  sufficiently  literal  sense 

to  cause  them  to  keep  crying that  something  MUST  be  done 

to  abolish  pix  luminaries  who  allegedly  have  "outlived  their  useful- 
ness"   

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     AS  a  theory this  plaint  is  perfectly  swell 

but  viewed   jrom   the   practical   angle it's   as   patently   rife 

with  gaping  holes as  a  genuine  hunk  of  Swiss  cheese 

We  do  not  set  ourselves  to  the  task  of  debating  the  question 

for  it's  an  entirely  too  husky  and  involved  assignment which 

has  obvious  merit   on   both  sides The   prosecution's   lineup 

finds  the  exhibs.  in  the  role  of  attorneys and  their  witnesses 

are  allegedly  their  audiences On  the  other  hand,  the  defense 

counsel  are,  in  a  mild  sort  of  way,  essentially  the  producer-dis- 
tributors  Perhaps  their  mildness  arises  from  the  knowledge 

that  they  have  some  "star  witnesses"  who  might  well  confound 

the  prosecution The  screwiest  part  of  the  trial  is that 

there's  no  jury and  no  judge for  who  in  'ell  is  going  to 

pass  on  the  question: "When  is  the  usefulness  of  a  star  out- 
lived?"  

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  AT  once  we  hear  in  the  prosecution's  corner a  dog- 
matic chorus which  cries:  "Why,  when  the  star's  drawing  power 

goes  into  a  nosedive!" Well,  if  that's  going  to  be  the  yardstick 

the  prosecution  may  well  be  embarrassed via  a  li'l  exhibit 

which  must  be  made  a  paTt  of  the  record namely,  the  branding 

or  should  we  say  Brandling)  of  certain  Hollywood  stars  by  ITOA 

as    box-office    "poison" If   our   memory    serves    correctly two 

of    the    luminaries    so    designated were    Marlene    Dietrich    and 

Greta  Garbo It  was  so  nice  of  ITOA  to  tag  you  both  as  "out- 
moded!"  Had  the  label  been  believed we   would   not  have 

our  present  "Destry  Rides  Again"  with  La  Dietrich nor  our  pres- 
ent "Ninotchka"  with  La  Garbo 

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     PERHAPS  this  corner  is  a  bit  balmy but  we've 

a  suspicion  that  there's  at  least  some  faint  basis  for  the  view 

that  if  a  top  player  has  been  apprised  as  good  enough  to  star 

he  or  she  must  have  had  something  on  the  ball and 

it's  not  easy  to  take  inherent  ability  away  from  anybody 

Now  it  logically  follows  that  if  ability  has  anything  resembling 

permanency shouldn't  it  be  in  order  to  inquire  if  perchance 

there  isn't  something  or  someone  wrong other  than  the  star? 

We've  oft  been  suspicious  that  if  a  story  of  adjudged  merit 

is  properly  translated  to  the  screen under  circumstances  of 

good  production,  capable  direction,  and  all  the  other  sound 
essentials including  players  of  accepted  ability the  re- 
sults will  come  {or  should)  at  least  close  to  being  good  entertain- 
ment  Further,  we  suspect  that  the  DEGREE  of  the  entertain- 
ment  has  a  lot  to  do  with  star-following for  the  public, 

over  and  above  being  lured  by  what  a  star  IS  as  an  individual, 

is  given  more  to   worship  by   what  the  star  DOES on  the 

screen Maybe  the  right  answer  to  allegedly  descending  stars 

is  better  wagons  to  which  they  can  be  hitched 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IN  closing let  it  be  said   that  Marlene  Dietrich  and 

Greta  Garbo  have  made  certain  exhib.  faces  red  of  late proving 

that,  like  Truth, — Stars  Crushed  to  Earth  Shall  Rise  Again! 


SAG  SEEKS  15%  PAY 
INCREASE  FOR  EXTRAS 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

anticipated  that  they  will  use  every 
means  to  get  it  following  increases 
granted  to  other  studio  unions  re- 
cently. 

A  minimum  of  $6.33  for  atmos- 
phere players,  now  getting  $5.50  per 
day;  regular  extras  getting  $8.25 
will  be  jumped  to  $9.49;  and  dress 
extras  now  getting  $16.50  will  ask 
$19  it  is  understood.  What  action 
will  be  taken  by  the  producers  to 
meet  these  demands  could  not  be 
learned  last  night  as  no  formal  pres- 
entation has  been  made,  it  was  said. 


Boston  Film  Theaters 

Play  to  SRO  on  Holiday 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

skipped  "turkeys"  and  picked  more 
suggestible    screen    offerings. 

Loew's  Orpheum  and  State,  re- 
spectively, grinding  out  four  and 
3%  showings  of  "Another  Thin 
Man"  and  "What  a  Carnival,"  had 
to  turn  patrons  away.  Long  show 
was  all  that  prevented  house  records. 

Metropolitan,  with  4,400  seats,  had 
only  balcony  space  at  last  screen- 
ing of  "Rulers  of  the  Sea"  and 
"Charlie  Chan  in  City  of  Darkness." 

Kay  Kyser,  on  stage  and  screen  at 
RKO's  Boston,  was  a  sellout.  Not 
even  standing  room  could  be  bought 
at  the  last  show. 


Schenck  a  Voluntary  Witness 
At  Coast  Grand  Jury  Probe 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

is  investigating  alleged  irregulari- 
ties in  the  film  industry. 

It  is  believed  he  was  questioned 
regarding  a  $100,000  payment  re- 
portedly made  by  him  to  William 
Bioff,  labor  leader,  about  two  years 
ago,  and  also  regarding  the  forma- 
tion of  the  20th  Century  -  Fox 
Corp.  as  it  affected  taxes  said  to  be 
due  the  Government. 

Schenck  has  been  quoted  as  say- 
ing the  $100,000  was  a  loan  to  Bioff. 
He  refused  to  discuss  the  case  as 
he  entered  and  left  the  jury  room. 

Pontius  House  Opens 

Woodville,  O. — The  Limelite,  new 
$30,000  theater,  owned  by  Paul  Pon- 
tius, has  opened.     . 


Dog  Gone! 


March  of  Time  was  in  an  understand- 
able dither  yesterday  and  barked  an  SOS 
to  the  S.P.C.A.,  Commissioner  Valentine's 
offices,  the  city  pounds,  the  film  trade 
press,  and  the  metropolitan  dailies  to 
please  find  Rene, — the  M  of  T  pooch. 
The  canine,  whelped  in  a  fortress  of  the 
Maginot  Line  in  France,  and  presented 
to  the  M  of  T  staff  by  a  regiment  now 
on  duty  facing  the  German  West  Wall, 
is  a  male  of  the  Bouvier  des  Flandres 
breed,  very  rare  in  the  U.  S.  Rene  went 
AWOL  yes'day.  If  you  come  across  him 
(he  looks  like  an  overgrown  Scottie 
with  long  legs),  go  to  your  telephone 
and  call  Louis  De  Rochemont,  and  shout 
"Eureka!" 


im 
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WALL  ST.  SEES  PIX 
PROFITS  UNCERTAIN 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 
British  film  business  is  running 
about  80  per  cent  of  normal,  with 
some  improvement  noted  in  recent 
weeks.  French  business,  the  Wall 
Street  Journal,  asserts  is  off  about 
50   per   cent  from   normal  levels. 

British  exchange  restrictions  are 
not  likely  to  affect  most  of  the 
American  companies  for  the  time 
being  because  of  hedging  in  sterl- 
ing or  by  bank  borrowings  in  Lon- 
don, prior  to  restrictions  on  ex- 
change. 

Warners  reportedly  has  a  bank 
loan  in  England  of  $2,662,000.  Loew's 
is  said  to  have  hedged  in  sterling 
to  the  equivalent  of  around  $5,000,- 
000,  while  Paramount,  too,  has  a 
substantial  loan  there.  For  this 
reason,  the  Journal  declares,  the  de- 
cline in  exchange  and  the  restric- 
tions on  exporting  incomes  to  this 
country  will  not  affect  income  ac- 
count for  some  time.  The  50  per 
cent  of  rentals  that  must  be  left  in 
England  can  be  used  to  reduce  the 
loans  or  to  produce  pictures  there. 


Majors  Served  With  New  Set 
of  Government  Interrogatories 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


the  suit,  scheduled  for  today,  had 
been  adjourned  until  Dec.  15  before 
Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox. 

Also  it  was  disclosed  by  sources 
close  to  the  litigation  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  contest  any  of  the 
United  Artists  interrogatories. 

All  Activities  Covered 

The  Government's  interrogatories, 
served  yesterday  on  all  defendants, 
exhaustively  cover  organization,  pro- 
duction activities,  lending  of  talent 
and  production  assets,  distribution 
activities,  and  defendant's  history. 

Twenty-four  questions  —  nearly 
half  of  the  interrogatories — are  con- 
cerned with  organization.  Financial 
structures,  income,  subsidiaries,  part- 
nerships, associations,  holding  com- 
panies are  included  in  the  scope  of 
the  interrogatories. 

In  the  instance  of  production  ac- 
tivities, demand  is  made  that  the 
defendants  "list  the  feature  pictures, 
in  four  groups  based  upon  relative 
cost,  which  were  produced  by  the 
defendant  or  its  subsidiaries  for 
each  of  the  motion  picture  seasons 
commencing   with   the    1930-31   sea- 


11  There  may  be  more  important  things 
than  havin'  a  whole  town  for  a  friend, 
but  ...  I  don't  know  what  they  are." 
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MAIN  STREET  LAWYER" 


with 


EDWARD  ELLIS  •  ANITA  LOUISE 

HAROLD  HUBER*  ROBERT  BALDWIN  •  BEVERLY  ROBERTS 

A  Republic  Picture 


son  to  and  including  the  1937-38  sea- 
son, respectively,  stating  with  re- 
spect to  each,  the  titles,  names  of 
stars  or  featured  players  who  acted 
in  it,  the  name  of  the  distributor." 
The  Government  is  curious  in  much 
the  same  way  as  to  shorts  and  news- 
reels. 

Player  Loans  Questioned 

In  the  matter  of  talent  loans,  the 
D  of  J  wants  the  date  of  the  com- 
pany's first  loan  of  "any  star,  fea- 
tured player,  director  or  technician 
under  contract,"  the  first  five  per- 
sons in  each  list  so  loaned,  the  pro- 
ducers thus  accommodated  and  the 
dates. 

This  is  augmented  by  a  demand 
for  a  list  of  all  loans  made  since 
Jan.  1,  1933.  Like  curiosity  is  mani- 
fested on  company  borrowings.  In 
all  instances,  the  Government  wants 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  terms. 

Another  brace  of  questions  concern 
the  loan  and  borrowing  of  produc- 
tion sets  and  sound  stages. 
14  on  Distribution 

Distribution  activities  are  the  tar- 
get for  14  questions,  many  with  sub- 
divisions, the  whole  designed  to  pre- 
sent a  comprehensive  picture  of  film 
distribution  in  the  country,  with 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Kansas  City 
and  Atlanta  singled  out  for  special 
attention. 

In  the  instance  of  the  latter,  the 
Government  lists  five  pictures  for 
each  company  and  then  asks  that  the 
defendant: 

"List  separately  the  total  film  ren- 
tals for  each  of  the  five  pictures 
received  from  all  theaters  affiliated 
with  each  of  the  producer-exhibitor 
defendants,  or  their  subsidiaries,  for 
first-run  and  continued  first-run  ex- 
hibition, in  each  of  the  four  cities. 

"List  separately  the  total  film  ren- 
tals received  from  each  of  the  five 
pictures  from  theaters  not  affiliated 
with  any  of  the  producer-exhibitor 
defendants,  or  their  subsidiaries,  for 
first-run  and  continued  first-run  ex- 
hibition, in  each  of  the  four  cities. 

"List  sepai-ately  the  total  film 
rentals  received  from  each  of  the 
five  pictures  from  all  theaters  af- 
filiated with  each  of  the  producer- 
exhibitor  defendants,  or  their  sub- 
sidiaries, for  subsequent  run  exhibi- 
tion, in  each  of  the  four  cities. 

"List  separately  for  each  of  the 
five  pictures  the  total  film  rentals 
received  from  all  theaters  not  af- 
filiated with  any  of  the  producer- 
exhibitor  defendants,  or  their  sub- 
sidiaries, for  subsequent-run  exhibi- 
tion, in  each  of  the  four  cities." 

Many  of  the  subsequent  demands 
for  information  center  the  spotlight 
on  the  same  four  cities. 

Interrogatories  Nos.  52-53  call  for 
a  volume  of  information  on  pooled 
theaters.  Fifty-fourth  calls  for  ex- 
hibition employment  figures.  Last 
four  cover   the  defendant's  history. 


PATHE  HOLDS  DUPONT 
BREACHED  CONTRACT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  Feb.  3,  1925,  between  Pathe  Ex- 
change, Inc.,  and  E.  I.  DuPoiea  De 
Nemours  &  Co.,  Inc.,  under  vv<eh 
the  defendant  was  organized,  with 
51  per  cent  of  its  stock  going  to  Du- 
Pont  and  49  per  cent  to  Pathe 

Under  these  agreements,  the  plain- 
tiff claims,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  between  the  defendant  and 
Pathe  which  granted  to  Pathe  the 
right  to  purchase  film  at  30  per  cent 
above  the  actual  cost.  On  Oct.  1, 
1936,  the  complaint  charges,  the  de- 
fendant refused  to  deliver  film  un- 
less 1  cent  per  foot  was  paid.  The 
plaintiff,  it  is  alleged,  was  compelled 
to  purchase  77,000,000  feet  of  35 
mm.  cinematographic  positive  nitro- 
cellulose raw  film  and  21,000,000 
feet  of  other  film  at  this  price  up  to 
Dec.  18,  1937. 

The  plaintiff  contends  that  it  paid 
$210,000  in  excess  of  the  agreed 
price.  Suit  also  asks  for  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  books  and  records  of  the 
defendant  so  as  to  reveal  the  actual 
cost  of  production. 


Offices  of  Three  Majors 
in  Bombed  Finnish  Capital 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sorbing  approximately  50  per  cent  of 
the  total  yearly  output. 

Finland  has  282  theaters  with  a 
total  seating  capacity  of  82,339.  Six 
new  houses  were  opened  last  year. 
Paramount,  M-G-M  and  Warner 
Bros,  operate  their  own  offices  in 
Helsingfors,  bombed  yesterday  by 
Russian  planes. 

Approximately  50  per  cent  of  the 
pictures  reviewed  by  the  govern- 
ment's censor  bureau  were  Amer- 
ican. Twenty  features  were  made 
in  Finland  in  1938. 


GWTW  Seat  Sale  Starts 

Tickets  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
at  the  Capitol  and  Astor  Theaters 
on  Broadway  go  on  sale  today.  Pic- 
ture opens  here  Dec.  19.  After  the 
opening  night,  the  Capitol  will  oper- 
ate on  a  three-a-day  policy,  with 
seats  unreserved  at  75  cents  for 
afternoons  and  $1.10  after  5  P.  M. 
The  Astor  will  show  the  picture 
twice  daily  at  prices  ranging  from 
75  cents  to  $1.10  for  matinees  and 
up  to  $2.20  at  night. 


Horton  Staying  in  Chi. 

Chicago — "Springtime  for  Henry," 
in  which  Edward  Everett  Horton  is 
appearing  at  the  Erlanger,  is  ex- 
pected to  run  through  the  Winter 
here,  with  a  tour  to  follow. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Chicago  —  Joe  Brower,  assistant 
manager  of  the  B  &  K  Tower  Thea- 
ter, was  married  to  Miss  Marian 
Loeser. 
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{Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  this  territory  is  "The  Fighting 
69th." 

rj.  \1  of  435  seasonal  contracts  in 
the"  -territory  have  been  closed  to 
date,  according  to  Henry  Herbel, 
Warner  district  manager.  Business 
at  the  b.o.  is  the  best  in  six  months, 
Herbel  declares.  Factors  are  said 
to  be  increased  employment,  better 
weather,  improved  product  and  more 
aggressive  merchandising. 

Seeks  Injunction  Against 
Release  of  "Lone  Ranger" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Ranger,  Inc.,  will  also  ask  for  an 
injunction  restraining  the  defen- 
dant from  releasing  a  film  called 
"The  Lone  Texas  Ranger,"  on  the 
ground  that  the  film  infringes  upon 
the  plaintiff's  radio  series.  A  suit 
charging  the  breach  of  a  contract 
which  gave  the  defendant  exclusive 
right  to  the  use  of  the  plaintiff's 
radio  series  for  films  was  filed  earl- 
ier this  week. 


N.  Y.  Critics  Applaud  "Destry  Rides  Again 


TIMES  (Frank  S.  Nugent):  "...  a  bit 
of  the  old  West  with  a  good  bit  of  the  old 
Dietrich  in  it;  a  tightly  written,  capitally 
directed  show,  with  perfectly  grand  supporting 
performances  .  .  .  Good  fun  every  minute 
of  it,  and  another  trophy  for  Mr.   Pasternak." 

HERALD  TRIBUNE  (Howard  Barnes): 
"A  singularly  satisfying  show,  and  for  my 
part  I'll  thank  Mr.  Pasternak  as  much  as 
anyone   for   the    fact   that   this    is   so." 

WORLD-TELEGRAM  (William  Boehuel): 
"It  is  a  racy,  exciting,  forthright  90  minutes 
of  thrills  and  humor  which  you  simply  cannot 
afford  to   miss." 

DAILY  NEWS  (Kate  Cameron):  Miss 
Dietrich  comes  to  life  with  a  bang  .  .  .  George 
Marshall  .  .  .  has  turned  out  the  most  enter- 
taining western  thriller  since  "The  Virginian." 


DAILY  MIRROR  (Robert  Coleman):  "Des- 
try Rides  Again,"  in  sum,  is  a  tornado  of 
thrills  and  laughs.  It,  the  great  Dietrich 
and  the  terrific  Stewart  will  sweep  into  your 
affections  with  telling  effect. 

MORNING  TELEGRAPH  (Leo  Mishkin): 
When  better  Westerns  are  made,  this  depart- 
ment will  take  Marlene  Dietrich  .  .  .  that 
femme  fatale,  that  glamorous,  mysterious, 
dubious    Dietrich.      Wow ! 

JOURNAL  AND  AMERICAN  (Rose  Pels- 
wick)  :  "Bang  up  entertainment  .  .  .  you'll 
enjoy  this  one." 

POST  (Archer  Winsten) :  "As  a  comedy, 
it   has   much   that   is   delightful." 

SUN  (Eileen  Creelman) :  "A  good  film, 
lusty,   funny,   well   acted." 


Cleveland  Biz  Gaining 

Chicago — Here  to  book  stage  at- 
tractions for  houses  in  his  territory, 
Nat  Wolfe,  Warner  zone  manager  in 
Cleveland,  described  biz  in  his  area 
as  on  the  upgrade. 


Expect  SAG  to  Propose 

Changes  in  Tele  Report 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

parent  theatrical  group,  to  affiliated 
unions  is  still  being  considered.  It 
is  believed  that  the  Screen  Actors' 
Guild  will  suggest  changes,  while 
Equity  is  paying  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  proposed  scales.  Equity 
will  take  the  matter  up  at  its  Coun- 
cil meeting  Tuesday.  AFRA  is  still 
considering  the  report. 

Union  officials  indicated  that  they 
hope  to  reach  a  general  agreement 
on  scales,  conditions  and  jurisdiction 
before  approaching  tele  station  offi- 
cials for  contracts. 


Italy  to  Make  Anti-Red 

Films  for  Balkan  Lands 


BUT  10  LEGISLATURES 
WILL  MEET  IN  1940 


m 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

troduction    of    some    freak    bills 
Massachusetts  is  anticipated. 

States  holding  sessions  in  1940 
are  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Massachu- 
setts, Mississippi,  New  Jersey,  New 
York,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina 
and  Virginia.  The  others,  with  the 
exception  of  California's  special  ses- 
sion, are  not  slated  to  open  their 
legislatures    until    1941. 

Congress  convenes  on  Jan.  3. 


Hoffberg  Sets  4  Openings 
Escape  from  Yesterday" 


Rome  (By  Cable) — Italy,  expanding 
film  production,  will  pay  increased 
attention  to  the  Balkan  market. 
Films  produced  for  distribution  there 
will  be  specially  designed  to  offset 
Red  propaganda. 


N.T.G.  Revue  in  Chi. 

Chicago  —  Bidding  for  patronage 
from  the  thousand  of  visitors  ex- 
pected to  attend  the  International 
Livestock  Show  which  opens  here  to- 
morrow, the  Oriental  theater 
booked  in  the  N.T.G.  revue. 


has 


on 


First-run  openings  on  "Escape 
From  Yesterday"  have  been  set  in 
Boston,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles 
and  Washington  by  J.  H.  Hoffberg, 
distributor  of  the  French  film  which 
stars  Jean  Gabin  and  Annabella. 

Picture,  currently  playing  the 
Apollo  in  New  York,  broke  all  house 
records  there  last  week. 


Union  Row  Closes  the  Earle 

Philadelphia— The  Earle  Theater 
closed  last  night  because  of  the  union 
situation.  It  is  believed  that  further 
meetings  will  be  held  later  with  the 
union.  The  Carman  Theater  is  drop- 
ping vaudeville  also  because  of 
musicians  and  will  continue  with  a 
pictures  only  policy. 


It  is  two  years  today  since  I  joined  the  Warner  Brothers' 
organization. 

This  is  an  expression  of  sincere  thanks  to  my  co-workers 
for  an  association  that  continues  to  be  most  pleasant. 

— Mark  Hellinger. 
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reconsideration  of  its  recently  an- 
nounced decision  to  give  feature  pro- 
duction in  the  East  the  virtual  go- 
by in  favor  of  advertising  films. 

And  thirdly,  it  was  disclosed  by 
one  of  the  Mayor's  aides  that  he 
had  been  conferring  with  Floyd  Od- 
ium, with  the  Atlas  chieftain  said 
to  be  displaying  a  lively  interest  in 
the  plan.  It  was  also  learned  that 
plans  have  passed  the  nebulous  stage 
to  the  extent  that  production  is  ex- 
pected to  get  under  way  gradually 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  with  the 
amount  of  increase  from  that  time 
on  to  determine  erection  of  new  stu- 
dios, probably  on  the  Flushing 
Meadows. 

It  was  also  stated  that  the  Mayor 
would  make  his  most  important  an- 
nouncement to  date  the  first  part 
of  next  week  if  certain  pending 
"matters"  go  through.  No  elabora- 
tion was  made  on  this  point,  but  it 
was  believed  the  announcement 
would  herald  concrete  plans. 

Quota  suggestion,  it  is  understood, 
envisioned  all  eight  majors  making 
two  features  in  the  East  annually. 
Labor,  in  the  past,  has  called  for  a 
10  per  cent  quota.  The  Mayor  is 
said  to  have  given  the  quota  sug- 
gestion a  mixed  reception,  due  prin- 
cipally to  his  conception  that  there 
was  a  stigma  attached  to  "quota" 
films. 

Another  slant  on  the  quota  sug- 
gestion is  the  fact  that  some  East- 
ern production  proponents  favor 
provision  for  major  distribution 
rather  than  actual  production  in 
New  York  by  the  majors.  That 
would  be  in  line  with  the  policy  fol- 
lowed recently,  and  dovetails  with 
Erpi's  revised  program,  as  reported. 

Latter  is  featured  by  the  pro- 
vision for  studio  credits  of  30  per 
cent,  payment  of  which  is  to  be 
deferred  until  the  50  per  cent  ad- 
vanced by  banking  interests  to  pro- 
ducers is  satisfied.  Producers  to 
qualify  for  the  30  per  cent  credit 
must  have  releasing  contracts  plus 
completion  guarantee  and  financing; 
Erpi  no  longer  will  serve  as  inter- 
mediary to  assure  the  latter. 

As  a  result  of  Erpi's  reconsidera- 
tion, there  is  a  strong  possibility 
that  both  Al  Christie  and  the  Wild- 
berg-Skirball  combo  will  produce  in 
the  East.  Christie's  plans  involve  a 
Monogram  release,  Wildberg-Skir- 
ball's   deal  is  with   Columbia. 


Ruth  Schwerin  with  Lesser 

Ruth  Schwerin,  formerly  with 
Monogram,  has  been  named  Eastern 
publicity  contact  for  Sol  Lesser. 


STORKS 


Ben  Radin,  operator  of  the  Cameo 
Theater,  became  a  father  this  week 
when  his  wife  gave  birth  to  a  daugh- 
ter at  the  Lenox  Hill  Hospital. 


"The  Great  Victor 
Herbert" 

with  Allan  Jones,  Mary  Martin,  Walter 

Connolly 

Paramount  84  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

FEAST  FOR  BOTH  THE  EYE  AND  EAR, 
RICH  IN  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  ALL 
AUDIENCES,  SHOULD  SCORE  DECISIVELY 
AT  B.O. 

Victor  Herbert's  unforgettable,  lilting 
music,  superb  acting  and  singing,  splendid 
direction  and  fine  production  values,  com- 
bine to  make  this  offering  a  feast  for  the 
eye  and  ear.  Andrew  L.  Stone,  not  only 
supplied  the  direction  and  acted  as  pro- 
ducer, but  also  contributed  a  heart-warming 
story  in  collaboration  with  Robert  Lively. 
The  picture  serves  as  a  screen  introduction 
for  Mary  Martin,  of  "My  Heart  Belongs  to 
Daddy"  fame,  and  she  can  be  marked  at 
once  as  a  valuable  addition  to  films  for  her 
work  as  a  singer,  actress  and  ballet  dancer. 
The  offering  is  also  a  worthy  vehicle  for 
the  return  of  Allan  Jones,  singing  the 
famous  Herbert  love  songs  and  giving  a  fine 
performance.  Walter  Connolly  is  especially 
good  in  the  title  role.  Susanna  Foster, 
Minneapolis  girl,  14-year-old,  will  captivate 
any  audience  with  her  singing  of  "Kiss  Me 
Again."  Lee  Bowman  is  seen  in  a  sympa- 
thetic role,  while  Jerome  Cowan,  John 
Garrick  and  Judith  Barrett  are  among  others 
in  the  cast.  Russell  Crouse  and  Robert 
Lively  concocted  a  clever  screenplay.  Cam- 
eraman, Victor  Milner,  got  unusual  good  re- 
sults from  the  fine  grain  film  positive  shot 
on  negative.  John  Ramsey  (Jones),  the 
toast  of  New  York  for  his  work  as  a  sing- 
ing star,  sweeps  Louise  Hall  (Mary  Mar- 
tin) off  her  feet.  He  marries  her  and  gets 
her  an  important  role  in  a  Herbert  operetta. 
Soon  she  becomes  more  popular  than  Jones 
and  when  she  gets  top  billing  over  him, 
he  sulks.  He  is  married  to  his  "career" 
and  although  a  baby  is  born  to  them,  he 
thinks  only  of  himself.  To  aid  his  career, 
Louise  gives  up  her  work  as  an  actress, 
but  their  domestic  Ife  does  not  improve. 
In  desperation,  she  separates  from  him  and 
takes  the  child  to  Switzerland.  Years  pass, 
and  Herbert  finally  induces  her  to  return 
to  the  stage.  On  the  night  of  her  new 
opening,  her  voice  fails  her  and  her  daughter 
(Susanna  Foster)  replaces  her.  Her  voice 
falters,  but  when  she  sees  her  father,  who 
makes  an  appearance  in  a  small  role,  she 
is  given  new  courage  and  she  thrills  the 
audience.  "A  Kiss  In  the  Dark,"  "Ah!  Sweet 
Mystery  of  Life"  and  "I'm  Falling  in  Love 
With  Someone"  are  introduced  very  clever- 

ly. 

CAST:  Allan  Jones,  Mary  Martin,  Walter 
Connolly,  Lee  Bowman,  Susanna  Foster, 
Judith  Barrett,  Jerome  Cowan,  John  Gar- 
rick, Pierre  Watkin,  Richard  Tucker,  Hal 
K.  Dawson,  Emmett  Vogan,  Mary  Currier, 
James   Finlayson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Andrew  L.  Stone; 
Director,  Andrew  L.  Stone;  Authors,  Robert 
Lively  and  Andrew  L.  Stone;  Screenplay, 
Russell  Crouse,  Robert  Lively;  Cameraman, 
Victor  Milner,  ASC;  Art  Director,  Hans 
Dreier,  Ernst  Fegte;  Editor,  James  Smith; 
Sound,  Hugo  Grenzbach,  John  Cope;  Music 
Supervisor,  Phil  Boutelje;  Music  Scorer, 
Arthur  Lange;  Vocal  Arrangements,  Max 
Teer;    Orchestra    directed    by    Arthur    Kay; 


"One  Dark  Night" 

with  Mantan  Moreland,  Betty  Treadville 
Sack  Amusement  Enterprises  81  Mins. 

COMEDY-DRAMA  WITH  ALL-COLORED 
CAST  SHOULD  GO  OVER  WELL  WITH 
NEGRO  AUDIENCES. 

With  a  cast  of  colored  favorites  and  a 
well-paced  story,  this  release  should  go  over 
well  in  houses  catering  to  the  Negro  trade. 
The  film  has  an  adequate  production  value 
provided  by  Harry  M.  Popkin.  Mantan 
Moreland  gets  plenty  of  laughs  in  the 
lead  role  and  his  supporting  cast  is  cap- 
able. Moreland,  the  lazy  and  shiftless 
father  of  two  children,  lets  his  wife  sup- 
port the  family.  He  is  continually  insulted 
and  annoyed  by  his  in-laws  who  live  with 
him,  and  finally  he  does  a  disappearing  act. 
Life  goes  on  as  usual  with  an  old  suitor 
trying  to  marry  his  wife  when  it  is  believed 
he  is  dead.  However,  Mantan  discovers  a 
radium  deposit  in  his  wanderings  on  the 
desert.  He  returns  home,  scares  the  day- 
lights out  of  his  rival,  buys  the  local  night 
club,  dresses  up  his  family  and  all  is  for- 
given. 

CAST:  Mantan  Moreland,  Betty  Tread- 
ville, Josephine  Pearson,  Bob  Simmons, 
Lawrence  Criner,  Ruby  Logan,  Monte  Haw- 
ley,  The   Four  Tones. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  M.  Popkin; 
Director,  Leo  C.   Popkin. 

DIRECTION,  O.K.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  O.K. 


*   SHORTS   * 


read 


"Sky  Fighrers"        w 
(Adventures    Of    The    Newsreel 
Cameraman) 
20th-Fox  11  mins. 

Splendid  Subject 
Splendidly  photographed,  this 
short  shows  America  what  its  air 
force  is  doing,  how  it  is  trained  and 
the  ships  the  men  fly.  Kelly,  Ran- 
dolph, March,  Mitchell,  Chanute  and 
other  army  air  fields  are  visited  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  short.  Suc- 
cessively the  students  are  shown 
training  on  the  ground,  learning  the 
mechanics  of  their  ships,  navigation, 
marksmanship  and  all  the  other  les- 
sons that  are  necessary  before  a 
pilot  flies  in  Uncle  Sam's  regular 
army  air  force.  Beautiful  demon- 
strations of  formation  flying  in  a 
cloud-filled  sky  are  seen,  and  one 
of  the  most  amazing  camera  shots 
seen  in  many  a  day  is  achieved  when 
a  formation  of  planes  flies  over  the 
Imperial  Valley  desert,  and  the  ships 
apparently  dance  on  the  ground  like 
a  school  of  fish.  Jack  Kuhne  and 
Jesse  Kizis  did  the  camera  work, 
with  Paul  Douglas  supplying  the 
commentary.  Everybody  should  see 
this  short. 


'Gulliver"  in  Spanish 

for  Latin  Am.  Markets 


Work  on  a  Spanish  version  of 
"Gulliver's  Travels"  will  be  started 
immediately  with  Luigi  Luraschi, 
Paramount's  censorship  editor,  su- 
pervising. The  Max  Fleischer  fea- 
ture cartoon  will  be  rescored  and 
redubbed  for  the  Latin  American 
markets. 

Meanwhile,  choral  effects  on  the 
English  version  were  completed  yes- 
terday and  the  last  of  the  picture's 
eight  reels  was  turned  over  to  the 
Technicolor  laboratory. 


Miami  Branch  for  Kenney 

The  Charles  A.  Kenney  Studios, 
specialists  in  theater  decorations, 
has  opened  a  Miami  branch  in  the 
Biscayne  Bldg.  Studio  recently  de- 
corated the  new  Nine  O'Clock  Club 
and  redecorated  the  Sert  Room  of 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  in  New  York. 


"Entente  Cordiale"  Dec.  25 

"Entente  Cordiale,"  a  French  film, 
based  on  "The  Life  of  Edward  VII," 
by  Andre  Maurois,  will  have  its 
American  premiere  on  Christmas 
Day,  simultaneously  at  the  55th  St. 
Playhouse  and  Fifth  Ave.  Playhouse. 


Musical    numbers   staged    by    LeRoy    Prinz; 
All   music  by  Victor  Herbert. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.     PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Tops. 


"The  Kangaroo  Country" 

(Magic  Carpet) 

20th-Fox 10  mins. 

Interesting  Travelogue 

The  island  continent  of  the  British 
Empire,  Australia,  is  seen  in  the 
latest  of  the  Magic  Carpet  series.  Its 
modern  cities  and  primitive  natives 
present  an  interesting  contrast.  We 
see  the  great  and  modern  seaports 
and  the  vast  cattle  country  of  the 
interior.  Also  some  of  the  peculiar 
animals  that  inhabit  the  country, 
including  the  Koala  Bear,  Kangaroo 
and  Duck  Billed  Platypus,  the  most 
amazing  animal  in  the  world  today. 
An  interesting  native  dance  is  also 
shown.  Lowell  Thomas  gives  the 
commentary. 


"The  Valley  of  10,000  Smokes" 

(Father  Hubbard's  Alaskan 

Adventure) 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Unusual  And  Interesting 

The  adventures  of  Father  Hub- 
bard, better  known  as  the  Glacier 
Priest,  continue  with  this  release  as 
highly  entertaining  and  interesting 
as  its  predecessors.'  Audiences  gen- 
erally should  enjoy  it.  Father  Hub- 
bard explores  the  erroneously  named 
valley  of  10,000  smokes  this  time. 
We  see  the  expedition  encounter  killer 
whales  before  they  land,  plunge 
through  a  ghost  forest  and  toil  over 
wild  terrain  before  they  reach  their 
objective.  We  also  learn  that  the 
valley  is  an  outlet  for  volcanic 
steam,  not  smoke,  and  that  it  grad- 
ually is  cooling  off. 
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Production  Schedules  to  be  Maintained,  AMPP  States 

U.  S.  READY  TO  DISCLOSjjQUITY  SUIT  WITNESSES 

Tele  Program  Scope  Increased  by  New  RCA  Equipment 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Agree  on  Strike  Truce 

— —  By  L.  H.  MITCHELL  = 


DOMESTIC 

STUDIOS:  Threatened  strike  of 
23,000  A  F  of  L  studio  workers  was 
averted  when  producers  agreed  to 
grant  the  10  per  cent  wage  rise  de- 
manded until  Feb.  15  when  wages 
will  come  up  for  consideration  again 
.  .  .  Atty.  Gen'l  Murphy  stated  he 
was  in  favor  of  a  thorough  probe  of 
industry  tax  returns  on  the  Coast  . . . 
Federal  grand  jury  resumed  investi- 
gation into  alleged  industry  irregu- 
larities, with  Jos.  M.  Schenck  a 
voluntary  witness  .  .  .  Para.,  "U" 
and  M-G-M  execs,  stated  the  British 
money  restrictions  would  not  cause 
a  "defreezing"  of  picture  quality  or 
quantity. 


IN  THE  EAST :  Mayor  LaGuardia 
continued  his  efforts  to  give  New 
York  its  place  in  the  sun  in  film  pro- 
duction. He  conferred  with  the 
Rockefellers,  Floyd  Odium  and  others 
said  to  be  interested.  Erpi  recon- 
sidered its  intention  of  financing  only 
commercial  pix  production  in  the 
East  .  .  .  Meeting  on  new  exchange 
contract  was  announced  for  New 
York  on  Dec.  7  .  .  .  Distribs.  were 
given  a  surprise  when  D  of  J  sub- 
mitted list  of  new  interrogatories  in 
the  equity  suit,  delving,  particular- 
ly, into  every  phase  of  distribution 
.  .  .  Grand  National  was  granted  an- 
other week  to  obtain  an  RFC  loan 
to  carry  on. 


THIS  AND  THAT:  NBC  exec, 
predicted  tele  network  connecting 
New  York  and  Pittsburgh  in  1940. . . 
Lower  prices  were  reported  speeding 
sales  of  tele  sets  .  .  .  Para,  is  asking 
50  per  cent  deals  on  the  Max  Flei- 
scher cartoon  feature,  "Gulliver's 
Travels"  .  .  .  M-G-M  announced  that 
terms  for  Selznick's  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  would  be  determined  indivi- 
dually with  exhibs.  .  .  .  WB  reported 
a  yearly   profit   of   $1,740,907. 


Telecasts  of  Broadway  Shows 
Made  Possible  by  Light- 
weight Unit 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — RCA's  newly  devel- 
oped lightweight  portable  television 
field  pickup  equiment,  demonstrated 
under  practical  operating  conditions 
for  the  first  time  here  Friday  for 
the  FCC  and  others,  will  definitely 
increase  the  scope  of  tele  programs 
and,  additionally,  should  increase 
the  number  of  stations  employing 
field   equipment. 

An  estimated  500  persons  saw  the 
{Continued  on  Page  9) 

BINGO  LEGALIZATION 
IN  NEW  YORK  DOUBTED 


Albany — Assertion  in  a  New  York 
City  court  recently  by  Assembly- 
man Max  Turshen  that  Bingo  would 
be  speedily  legalized  in  the  1940 
legislature  in  the  wake  of  the  favor- 
able vote  of  pari-mutuel  horse  race 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Para.  Sets  41  "Gulliver" 
Premieres  for  Xmas  Week 


Forty-one  key  city  theaters  have 
been  selected  for  the  holiday  debut 
of  "Gulliver's  Travels,"  it  was 
stated  Friday  by  Neil  Agnew,  Para- 
mount's  general  sales  manager,  who 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


WILL  COMBAT 
AIR  GIVEAWAY 

Ohio  ITO  to  Double  Pot  of 
Gold's  $1,000  Award 


Columbus — ITO  of  Ohio  directors, 
meeting  here,  proposed  to  overcome 
the  serious  b.o.  competition  resulting 
from  the  Tuesday  Horace  Heidt  Pot 
of  Gold  broadcast  by  giving  to  a 
winner  double  the  $1,000  cash  prize 
offered  in  the  Turns  program  if  he 
is  present  at  any  motion  picture  the- 
ater in  the  state. 

Plan,  as  outlined,  is  to  assess  every 
Ohio  theater  which  agrees  to  enter, 
a  small  amount  which  will  cover  any 
of  the  theaters  which  might  be  in- 
volved in  payment  of  the  prize.  An 
original  assessment  will  be  made  on 
all  participating  theaters,  according 
to  the  proposed  plan,  to  raise  $2,000. 
or  the  first  prize  award.  Any  other 
assessment  will  be  made  only  when 
necessary  to  cover  future  prize 
awards.  The  board  of  directors  feel 
that  this  plan  will  initiate  a  "back 
to  the  movies"  trek  and  will  combat 
in  some  degree  the  prevailing  incen- 
tive to  stay  at  home  and  listen  to 
the  radio.     

See  Virtual  Road  Show 

Basis  for  GWTW  Thru  '40 


M-G-M  is  tagging  all  advertising 
on  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  with  a 
line  announcing  that  the  picture  will 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Producers  to  Maintain  Production 
Schedules,  Quality  Unimpaired 


"Lillian  Russell"  Will  Be 
5th  Color  Pix  for  20th-Fox 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Announcement  was 
made  at  the  week-end  by  Dai-ryl  F. 
Zanuck,  20th-Fox  production  chief, 
that   "Lillian   Russell,"   one    of   the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Following  a  very 
lengthy  session  the  Association  of 
M.  P.  Producers  announced  that  pro- 
duction schedules  will  be  maintained 
and  there  will  be  no  impairment  of 
quality. 

This  assurance  followed  a  report 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Gov't    Changes    Front;    Pre- 

Trial  Move  Hinted;  RKO 

Asks  43  Queries 

Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  on 
Friday  instructed  attorneys  for  the 
major  companies  who  are  defendants 
in  the  Government's  equity  action  to 
confer  with  the  Government  on  the 
question  of  fixing  a  trial  date  and 
to  report  the  results  to  him  on  Dec. 
15. 

Another  important  development  in 
the  suit  occurred  on  that  day  when 
RKO  served  the  Government  with 
43  sweeping  interrogatories  which 
seek  details  and  names  of  witnesses 
on  all  Government  charges  against 
RKO,  its  predecessors  and  affiliated 
companies. 

Paul   Williams,    Special   Assistant 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 

iawillnoTattend 
basic  pact  confabs 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— IATSE,  which  with- 
drew from  participation  in  the  basic 
agreement  pact  last  January,  will 
not  take  part  in  the  basic  agree- 
ment conferences  in  Atlantic  City 
next  week.  Inasmuch  as  IA  recently 
obtained  a  10  per  cent  wage  tilt  for 
its  members,  it  sees  no  reason  why 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Glett  Leaves  Eastern 

Service,  Audio  Posts 

Charles  L.  Glett,  vice-president  of 
Eastern  Service  Studios  and  Audio 
Productions,  Inc.,  severed  his  con- 
nections with  both  organizations  on 
Friday. 

Glett  has  been  in  charge  of  stu- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Report  Fried  Anti-Trust 
Case  Moved  Back  to  Feb. 

Philadelphia — Hearing  on  Harry 
Fried's  anti-trust  suit  against  Stan- 
ley-Warner and  seven  majors,  sched- 
uled for   Dec.   11,  has   been   moved 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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f  i  n  ft  n  c  i  n  l 

(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 

NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%) 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    16%     16%     16%  —     % 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..      8%       8%       8%  —     V4 

East     Kodak     I66V2  1 65  Vi  I66V2  +  1  Vi 

do     pfd 172       172       172  

Cen.    Th.     Eq 11%     11%     11%      

Loew's,     Inc 34         33  Vi     33  Vi  —     Vs 

do  pfd 

Paramount    7%       7%       7%      

Paramount    1st   pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..      9'/4       9l/4       9'/4  —     Vs 

Pathe    Film     10%     10Vi     10%   +     % 

RKO     1%       n/i       H/2      

20th    Century-Fox     .  .    13  13  13  

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    24%     24%     24Vg   +      1/2 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       3%  —     Vs 

do     pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith   B.   F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3Vis46.102%   102%  102%   +     % 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3%s47    85%     85%     85%   +     % 

RKO     6s41      

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'dbs.  6s48    

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor 12%     12%     12 1/4  +     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100%   104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.    Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd    deb.    '45.    66         66 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st   '57 65         67 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


H  The  Broadway  Parade  IS 

Picture    and    Distributor  Theater 

The    Mill    on    the    Floss    (Standard    Pictures) — 4th    week Astor 

Beasts    of    Berlin     (Producers    Distributing    Corp.)— 3rd    week .Glo be 

Another   Thin    Man    (Metro-G^Jdwyn-Mayer)— 2nd    week Capitol 

The   Cat   and    the   Canary    (Pzramount    Pictures)— 2nd    week Paramount 

The    Flying    Deuces    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)— 2nd    week -Ria  I  to 

We  Are   Not  Alone    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) Music    Ha  I 

Destry    Rides    Again     (Universal    Pictures) ...Rivoli 

That's   Right,   You're   Wrong    (RKO    Radio   Pictures) Criterion 

The   Housekeeper's   Daughter   (United   Artists-Roach) .Roxy 

The   Private   Lives   of    Elizabeth    and    Essex    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) ;.Str      , 

Heroes    in    Blue    (Monogram    Pictures)     (a) ^entra 

Oklahoma    Frontier    (Universal    Pictures)     (a) Central 

First     Love     (Universal     Pictures)      (a-b) Pa  ace 

Meet  Dr.  Christian   (RKO   Radio   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

♦  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center)— 10th    week World 

That    They    May    Live     (Mayer-Burstyn)—  5th    week Filmarte 

The  End  of  a  Day   (World  Pictures)— 3rd  week   (b) 5th  Ave.   Playhouse 

Port   of   Shadows    (Film   Alliance)— 2nd   week    (a-b) 55th   St.    Playhouse 

First  Film  Concert   (World  Pictures)    (a-b) 55th  St.  Theater 

The  Devil   is  an   Empress   (Columbia   Pictures) Belmont 

The    White    Squadron     ( Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

Vi   Tva    (We   Two)    (Scandinavian   Talking   Pictures) 48th   St.   Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPENINGS    ♦ 

The   Great   Victor   Herbert    (Paramount    Pictures) — Dec.   6 Paramount 

Tower    of    London     (Universal     Pictures) — Dec.    6 Rialto 

The   Secret   of   Dr.    Kildare    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Dec.    7 Capitol 

Wall   Street   Cowboy    (Republic    Pictures) — Dec.    7    (a) Central 

The    Frog    (20th    Century-Fox) — Dec.    7     (a-b) Central 

Balalaika     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Dec.     14 Music     Hall 

Cone   With    the    Wind    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — Dec.    19    (d) Astor 

Gone  With   the  Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick)— Dec.    19    (e) Capitol 

Four    Wives     (Warner    Bros.     Pictures)— Dec.     22 Strand 

The    Light    That    Failed    (Paramount    Pictures)     (c) Rivoli 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk   (20th  Century-Fox)— Dec.  7    (a-b) Palace 

Kid    Nightingale    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures)— Dec.    7    (a) Palace 

ideal    Marriage     (Italian    feature)     (c) Cinecitta 

Servant  Girls   (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures)    (c) 48th   St.   Theater 

(a)    Dual   bill,     (b)    Subsequent   run.      (c)    Follows   current   bill,      (d)    Two-a-day   run. 
(e)    Continuous,   unreserved. 


AGVA  Talking  Contract 

Only  With  N.  Y.'s  Para. 

The  American  Guild  of  Variety 
Artists,  contrary  to  printed  reports, 
has  not  sent  contracts  to  major  cir- 
cuits and  has  not  opened  negotia- 
tions with  any  theater  in  the  coun- 
try with  the  exception  of  the  Para- 
mount Theater  in  New  York,  Dorothy 
Bryant,  Guild  exec,  stated  Friday. 
She  said  that  the  contracts  were  be- 
ing prepared,  but  would  not  be  sent 
to  other  theaters  until  the  Para- 
mount negotiations  had  been  con- 
cluded. Contract  covers  all  stage 
presentations   and  vaudeville   shows. 


Lou  Anger,  Schenck's  Sec'y 
Witnesses  at  Coast  Inquiry 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Lou  Anger,  manager 
of  United  Artists  Theaters  in  South- 
ern California,  was  a  witness  Fri- 
day before  the  Federal  grand  jury 
which  is  investigating  income  tax 
matters  involving  motion  picture  fig- 
ures. Ruth  Nolander,  private  secre- 
tary of  Joseph  M.  Schenck,  also  testi- 
fied. 


Chinese  Feature  Production 
to  Show  100%  Jump  for  39 

Hong  Kong  (By  cable) — Chinese 
film  production  in  1939  will  show  ap- 
proximately a  100  per  cent  increase 
over  last  year,  it  is  indicated.  Fifty 
features  were  turned  out  in  1938. 


New  Industry  Taxation 

Threat  Heard  in  Ohio 


Columbus,  O. — Spectre  of  new  in- 
dustry taxation  stalked  in  film  cir- 
cles here  at  the  week-end  with  the 
report  at  the  State  House  that  a 
special  session  of  the  Ohio  Legisla- 
ture might  be  called  in  January  by 
Governor  Bricker.  Relief  situation 
in  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  other  cities 
is  admittedly  critical. 

In  addition  to  considering  unem- 
ployment relief  appropriations,  it  is 
likely  a  special  session,  if  called, 
would  give  attention  to  a  proposal 
that  the  old-age  pension  be  increased 
to  the  $40  per  month  maximum  per- 
mitted by  the  Federal  Government. 

Loew  Meetings  Resume 

Weekly  meetings  of  the  assistant 
managers  of  Loew's  New  York  The- 
aters have  been  resumed.  At  these 
meetings  exploitation  and  publicity 
angles  on  forthcoming  pictures  are 
discussed.  Eddie  Dowden  of  Oscar 
A.  Doob's  ad  department  presides. 

From  "House"  to  "Son" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Edward  Small  is  sub- 
stituting "Sons  of  Monte  Cristo"  for 
"House  of  Monte  Cristo"  on  his  UA 
releasing  schedule.  Rights  to  the 
former  have  been  acquired  from 
RKO;  Louis  Hay  ward  will  star. 
Rowland  V.  Lee  directs. 


"4  Wives"  Special  Dates 

Fifty-one  special  key-city  dates 
have  been  set  for  "Warners  "Four 
Wives,"  prior  to  its  national  re- 
lease Dec.  25. 


COfllMG  fMD  OOlflG 


WILL  H.  HAYS  is  due  back  from  the  Coast 
this   week. 

W.   F.   RODGERS  left  last  night  for  Charlotte. 

AL  LICHTMAN   returned   Friday  to   the  Coast. 

DAVE  ROSE,  Pawmount's  managing  realtor 
in   England,   arrives   tomorrow  on  the  StatVAam. 

JOHN  W.  HICKS,  foreign  department  chief  of 
Paramount,    arrives    today    from    the    Coast. 

NEIL  AGNEW,  Paramount  sales  head,  is  back 
from    Hollywood    conferences. 

BRENDA  FORBES  returned  to  New  York  yes- 
terday from  the  Coast  after  completing  a  role 
in   "Vigil   in   the   Night"   for  RKO. 


Eastern     district     manager 
in     Philadelphia     over     the 


A.  J.  HERMAN, 
for  Universal,  was 
week-end. 

PAT  CASEY,  producers'  labor  contact,  arrived 
here  over   the   week-end  from   the   Coast. 

ROSEMARY  LANE  flew  back  to  the  Coast  Sat- 
uiday  after  a  brief  stay  in  New  York  to  ap- 
pear  on    a    radio   show. 

JEAN  HERSHOLT  and  his  wife  arrived  here 
yesterday    from     Hollywood. 

JAMES  CAGNEY  left  New  York  over  the 
week-end  to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays  on 
his  Martha's  Vineyard  farm. 

GILBERT  MILLER  arrives  from  Europe  today 
on  the  Clipper. 

HOWARD  HAWKS  arrives  here  this  week  from 
Hollywood  for  a   10-day  visit. 

CHARLES  KENNEY,  who  recently  opened  a 
branch  of  his  theater  decorating  business  in 
Miami,  will  remain  there  until  the  season 
is   well   under  way. 

JOAN  BENNETT  arrived  here  by  plane  from 
the   Coast   on   Saturday. 

JACK  WHITE  arrives   today   from  Washington. 

MRS.  ANNA  CUSTAFSON,  Greta  Garbo's 
mother,  and  MR.  and  MRS.  SVEN  CUSTAFSON, 
her  brother  and  his  wife,  have  arrived  in  Holly- 
wood  by  plane   from   New  York. 

TUULIKKI  PAANANEN.  Finnish  screen  star, 
has  returned  to  her  native  U.  S. 

MITCHELL  LE1CHTER  leaves  New  York  at 
mid-week  on  a  business  trip  to  principal  key 
cities  to  conclude  deals  on  "She  Goes  to  War." 


Carolina  Exhibitors  Will 

Hear  Rodgers  Talk  Today 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  is  slated  to  speak 
today  before  the  annual  convention 
of  Theater  Owners  of  North  and 
South  Carolina  in  Charlotte.  He  will 
discuss  current  problems  and  may 
throw  some  light  on  the  possibilities 
of  reopening  Code  negotiations. 
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MATCHES  GREATEST 
BUSINESS  RIVOLI 

THEATRE  HAS  HAD 
IN  FIVE  YEARS! 


*>u/M$TRy  STAMPS HiW  YORK 


Picture  has  everything! . . . 
says  News9  Kate  Cameron 
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Perfectly  grand! . . 
says  Frank  Nugent 
in  N.Y.  Times 
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By  FRANK  S.  NUGENT 


)ietncb  s     Frencny,  s& 

'.Ine^-    Hera-B\" e  ^geV', comes 

and    tough    and    £«£•*   ghe   de_ 
margins   of  the  pallet te.  Joe 

earnings  down  hery  dress  frOa  ^ 
doesn't   bat   an    eye    wu 
^  rMlndS  the  Hays 
Ke-  was  WheAn  that  line  sneaked 
through  we'll  never  know,  not  that 

We  thought  the  Datue  u 
Paulette  Goddard  and  .,K°a*Uan 
RusseU  in  "The  Women  wa s  an 
eye-opener;  now  we  realize  it  was 
*Lt  shadow-clawing  For ^the  real 
tviin?  with  no  holds  barrea  a"" 
fuU  Iccws  to  chairs,  tables,  glasses 
hottles  waterbuckets  and  as  much 
bottles™*  conveniently 

Satchel  f ,-oTth.  opponent's  scalp. 
we   give   you   not    "The   Women 
but   the  tw6  women  who   light  it 
out  in  the  Bloody  Gulch  over  a  pair 
of  Mischa  Auer's  pants. 

So    thele  If   is,    a  bit   of  the    old 
West  with   a  good  bit   of  the  old 
Setrich    in    it;    a    tightly    written, 
caStallv  directed   show,   with   per- 
K "grand    supporting    perform- 
ances by  Samuel  S    Hmds ;  as B ot- 
Ueneck's    mayor,    Mr.    Donlevy    as 
Ihe  chief  villain,  Mr.  Wmmnger  as 
the       shirt-tucking       sheriff       ana 
Mfscha  Auer  as  a  Russian  cowboy 
ri„„j    fUn  every  minute  of  it,  ana 
?n°o°ther  tvophy^or  Mr.  Pasternak. 


By  KATE  CAMERON. 

Nineteen-thirty-nine  will  go 
down  in  cinema  history  as  the  year 
that  turned  Greta  Garbo  from  the 
screen's  greatest  dramatic  actress 
into  one  of  its  first  comediennes 
and  that  brought  that  great  sleep- 
ing beauty  of  the  screen,  Marlene 
Dietrich,  back  to  life. 

In  Universal's  production  of 
"Destry  Rides  Again,"  which  had 
its  first  showing  at  the  Rivoli  Thea- 
tre yesterday,  Miss  Dietrich  comes 
to  life  with  a  bang.  The  bang  in 
this  case  happens  to  be  the . pop- 
ping of  guns  in  a  barroom  battle, 
when  the  bad  men  of  an  old  west- 


ern frontier  town  carry  on  a  death 
struggle  with  the  forces  of  law 
and  order. 

The  picture  has  everything  that 
a  fast-moving,  fancy  riding,  trig- 
ger-tickling picture  of  the  Old 
West  should  hav«  to  make  it  an 
exciting  and  entertaining  exhibi- 
tion. The  story  is  based  on  Max 
Brand's  novel  of  the  same  name 
and  it  has  been  whipped  into  fine 
cinema  shape  by  a  trio  of  clever 
writers  whose  names  appear  at  the 
head  of  this  column. 

the. 
most  entertaining  western  thriller 
since  "The  Virginian." 


"Happy  holiday  picture!"    | 
says  Creelman  in  J\.Y.  Sun 


Mr.  Smith  wh„Br  E!LEEN  c«eelman. 

"Destry  Ride,  Again  » "' *  'I  mUA  hss  na«  '" 

^  going.    In  the  ^reon  0fqr' e  V*"86™"8  when  he 
Bottleneck  as  he  trieTtl  c"ea„  un  w    ?t6Wart'  he  «**"•  "P 

Stewart  nlavs  wTA  ln  which  Mr. 
come  under  t^\!3Destry'  may 
opera;  but  J?  »  ^1RS  of  ho«e 
funny  well  ,,f /°°d  film-  lusty, 
holiday  Sul"Ct6d'    and    a    happj 


Marlene  Dietrich  •  James  Stewart  m  "DESTR 


CRITICS  RIGHT  ON  THEIR  EARS! 


•>*> 


"  Bang  -up  entertainment! 
-Pelswick,  Journal- American 

By  ROSE  PELSWICK.  .   ,. 

t^o^^rrtSona,  spe^a nd  actio,  o£  tae  * 

SS, »  aS^y  written  script  and  shck 
direction. 
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yoU  can  t 

War^e  D^  ft  parted 
comeback      terTl 

danc&     '     Rides 

t>eS         at     t1cve 
*&**«'  ewe  slicks 

around  J«l     lo0^, 
come-on         la. 
sho^s    n|Tams, 
bio«s       rioto^ 
sU!lor-an  ***■ 

Una     Ivl    c0upte 

sings    a„umbets  .  dearW  »en;A 

oi  *w€SjS  voice  and  cl       ded   W 
lnbernusW       aU   she       ^   the 

snow    w*  .,    .f  £is  a  racV. 

^anC^  the  ii^^f  90  tninut^ 

excVtms-      hUm.or  wj\ 

lW%    atiord   to   «*» 
cannoK 


"A  knockout  punch!9' 
says  Barnes 
in  Herald -Tribune 


By  HOWARD  BARNES 


UT\ESTRY  RIDES  AGAIN'r  con- 
tinues the  cycle  of  super- 
Westerns  with  great  skill  and  gusto., 
The  new  Rivoli  offering  is  as  con- 
ventional as  a  handshake  in  story, 
outline,  but  in  its  production,  from 
the  casting  to  the  cutting,  it  has  all 
the  excitement  of  a  knockout  punch. 

What  is  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
robust  and  captivating  entertain-, 
ment,  -Iv  think,  is  the  splendid 
supervision  which  it  has  had.  Joe 
Pasternak,  whose  principal  concern 
in  Hollywood  has  been  the  guiding 


of  Deanna  Durbin's  unprecedented 
career,  produced  "Destry  Rides 
Again,"  and  he  has  demonstrated 
that  he  is  as  shrewd  a  showman 
with  a  six-shooter  spectacle  as  he 
is  with  comedy  of  adolescence 

Altogether,  "Destry  Rides  Again"  is 
a  singularly  satisfying  show,  and 
for  my  part  I'll  thank  Mr.  Pasternak 
as  much  as  anyone  for  the  fact  that 
this  is  so. 
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MDES  AGAIN    a  Joe  Pasternak  Productioi 
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IA  WILL  NOT  ATTEND 
BASIC  PACT  CONFABS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  should  participate  in  the  agree- 
ment sessions. 

IA  officials  point  out  that  condi- 
tions which  remain  to  be  ironed  out 
for  IA  workers  here  must  he  nego- 
tiated here  "and  not  in  the  East." 

At  the  Eastern  conference  studio 
teamsters,  carpenters  and  electrical 
workers  will  ask  for  a  10  per  cent 
wage  increase  and  seniority. 


"Lillian  Russell"  Will  Be 
5th  Color  Pix  for  20th-Fox 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

special  he  has  scheduled  for  1939-40 
release,  would  be  produced  in  Tech- 
nicolor, making  the  fifth  color  pic- 
ture the  company  will  release  on 
this  season's  program. 

Eight  pictures  Zanuck  has  to  com- 
plete for  this  season's  lineup  and 
the  six  still  to  come  from  Sol  Wurtzel 
will  be  completed  in  the  next  10 
weeks,  according  to  present  shoot- 
ing schedules.  Final  details  on  the 
road  showing  of  "The  Blue  Bird" 
will  be  set  when  Herman  Wobber, 
distribution  chieftain,  confers  with 
studio  executives  during  the  Christ- 
mas holidays. 


Amended  Dramatists  Guild 
Pact  Impracticable — Reilly 

With  James  F.  Reilly,  executive 
secretary  of  the  League  of  New 
York  Theaters,  viewing  the  amended 
basic  agreement  submitted  by  the 
Dramatists  Guild  as  "impracticable 
and  inoperable,"  the  League,  meet- 
ing Friday,  deferred  action  on  the 
proposed  pact  which  is  designed  to 
stimulate  Hollywood  investment  in 
legit,  production.  Ratification  of  the 
ticket  distribution  code  was  also  de- 
ferred, but  the  League  voted  to  sign 
a  two-year  contract  with  the  treas- 
urers' division  of  the  I  A. 


WB-Pemberton  Talking 

Extending  its  interest  in  Broad- 
way production,  Warners  is  reported 
talking  with  Brock  Pemberton.  If 
the  deal  goes  through,  Pemberton 
may  produce  Frank  Gabrielson's 
"The  Bo  Tree"  on  Broadway,  War- 
ners financing. 


Golden  Weighing  Film 

John  Golden  is  reported  again  in- 
terested in  Eastern  production  pos- 
sibilities. Present  project  is  a  screen 
version  of  "Skylark,"  with  Gertrude 
Lawrence  and  the  stage  cast  doub- 
ling. 


Oscar  Levant  Weds 

Fredericksburg,  Va.  —  Oscar  Le- 
vant, composer,  writer  and  actor,  and 
June  Gilmartin,  professionally  June 
Gale,  actress,  were  married  here. 


▼  T  T 

•  •      •     TWO  Thanksgivings  in   one   month! Well,  let's   make 

today  another  Decoration  Day unique  from  the  regular  one 

in  that  the  decorating  is  devoted  to  particularly  alive  personalities 

right  in  our  industry Instead  of  assigning  orchids we'll  coin 

a   symbolic   medal and   call    it   the    Order   of   Applause   (with    two 

palms) 

T  T  ▼ 

«      «      «     RECIPIENTS  include  Ed  Levin  and  Bill  Hollander  of 

B  &  K's  Chicago  publicity  forces These  guys  stretched  an 

advance  campaign  on  the  UA-Goldwyn  opus,  "The  Real  Glory" 
over  a  period  of  FOUR  MONTHS  before  the  pix  opened!.  .  . 

•  Another  goes  to  Leo  the  Lion for  nearly  1,000  dept.  heads 

and  employes  will  be  feted  at  a  huge  Xmas  party  luncheon 

on  Dec.  22,  at  the  Hotel  Astor and  the  employes  get  a  half- 

holiday  that  afternoon.  .  .  •  Still  another  to  Gene  Buck,  Ascap 
prexy,  who  has  accepted  an  invitation to  preside  as  toast- 
master  at  the  dinner  to  be  given  by  Paramount tomorrow 

night  in  Luchow's to  honor  the  memory   of  the  renowned 

Victor   Herbert whose    life    story    is    being    brought   to    the 

screens  of  the  world via  Para.'s  "The  Great  Victor  Herbert" 

The  dinner  will  precede  the  New  York  premiere The 

dinner's   locale  is   especially   appropriate for   Luchow's   was 

Victor  Herbert's  favorite  eating  place and  Gene  Buck  will 

feel  right  at  home  there for  the  restaurant  was  the  scene  of 

the  founding  of  Ascap! 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     MOST   decidedly,   the    Order   of   Applause   goes   to   E.    W. 

Hammons,  Grand  National  prexy who  had  two  very  good  reasons 

for  celebrating  on  Saturday and  did! The  day  was   both  his 

birthday and   his   20th   wedding    anniversary 


Para.  Sets  41  "Gulliver" 
Premieres  for  Xmas  Week 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

explained  that  the  41  were  selected 
from  more  than  300  first-run  ex- 
hibitor requests.  Technical  difficul- 
ties in  obtaining  color  prints  have 
slowed  up  delivery,  but  Agnew  prom- 
ises 40  additional  openings  for  New 
Year's  week  and  a  flow  of  prints  at 
the  rate  of  50  a  week  thereafter. 

The  Christmas  week  bookings  on 
the  Max  Fleischer  cartoon  feature 
were  selected  for  assured  extended 
playing  time  and  geographical  stra- 
tegical reasons,  Agnew  said. 

World  premiere  has  been  set  for 
the  Sheridan  Theater,  Miami,  on 
Dec.  18,  to  be  followed  by  open- 
ings in  New  York  and  Kansas  City, 
Dec.  20;  Los  Angeles  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, Dec.  21;  Denver,  Detroit,  Seat- 
tle, Milwaukee,  Houston  and  Birm- 
ingham, Dec.  22;  Toronto,  Philadel- 
phia, Rochester,  Syracuse,  Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland,  Buffalo,  Atlanta, 
New  Orleans,  Memphis  and  San  An- 
tonio, Dec.  23;  Providence,  Dec.  24; 
Miami  Beach,  Dec.  25;  Boston,  Hart- 
ford, Spokane,  Des  Moines  and  Port- 
land, Me.,  Dec.  28;  Springfield,  New 
Haven,  Worcester,  Tacoma,  Duluth, 
Oklahoma  City,  Scranton  and  Wilkes 
Barre,  Dec.  29,  and  Little  Rock, 
Dec.  31. 


See  Virtual  Road  Show 

Basis  for  GWTW  Thru  '40 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

not  play  in  any  theater  below  ad- 
vanced admission  prices  until  at 
least  1941.  This  is  taken  to  mean 
that  the  picture  is  destined  to  play 
on  a  virtual  road  show  basis  for  an 
entire  year. 

Meanwhile,  the  Astor  Theater, 
Broadway,  shattered  its  advance 
sale  record  for  a  single  day  on  Fri- 
day, when  seats  went  on  sale  for 
the  picture  which  opens  Dec.  19. 
First  night  seats  were  sold  out  be- 
fore noon  at  both  the  Astor  and  the 
Capitol,  the  latter  to  sell  reserved 
seats  only  for  the  premiere.  Long 
lines  formed  all  day  at  both  houses. 


Report  Fried  Anti-Trust 
Case  Moved  Back  to  Feb. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

back  to  Feb.  5.  Fried,  who  operates 
three  suburban  theaters,  charges  un- 
reasonable clearance  and  "unlawful 
combination,  agreement  and  conspir- 
acy" on  the  part  of  the  distributors 
to  withhold  product  from  him  except 
on  their  own  terms. 

All  major  companies  except  20th 
Century-Fox  are  named. 


BINGO  LEGALIZATION 
IN  NEW  YORK  DOUBTED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

betting  is  laughed  off  here  in  in- 
formed Capitol  Hill  circles. 

Fear  by  exhibs.  that  the  paH-mu- 
tuel  amendment  leaves  a  lof aj role 
for  widening  the  legalizatHJn  of 
gambling  is  easily  offset  by  quota- 
tion of  the  State  constitution  which 
includes  the  amendment  adopted, 
"No  lottery  or  the  sale  of  lottery 
tickets,  pool-selling,  book-making,  or 
any  other  kind  of  gambling,  except 
pari-mutuel  betting  on  horse  races 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture and  from  which  the  State  shall 
derive  a  reasonable  revenue  for  the 
support  of  government,  shall  here- 
after be  authorized  or  allowed  with- 
in this   state." 

Aside  from  the  fact  that  upstate 
legislators  would  be  heavily  against 
legalization  of  Bingo  any  bill  re- 
ceiving legislative  approval  would 
still  have  to  hurdle  executive  action 
by  Gov.  Herbert  H.  Lehman. 


Five  Bingo  "Guinea  Pigs" 
Enter  Not  Guilty  Pleas 

The  five  men  arrested  in  Queens 
County  in  November  1938  for  oper- 
ating a  Bingo  game  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Society  for  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals,  pleaded  not 
guilty  when  arraigned  before  Judge 
Charles  S.  Colden  in  Long  Island 
City  Friday  and  were  paroled  in  the 
custody  of  their  counsel. 

Arrest  was  a  test  case  of  Bingo 
under  the  lottery  laws  of  New  York, 
and  was  so  termed  by  the  Queens 
County  grand  jury  in  returning  the 
indictment. 

The  five  men  arrested  were  Wil- 
liam Bowe,  John  Withers,  Andrew 
Kiefer,  John  A.  Kiefer  and  Albert 
Schlaffer. 


Glett  Leaves  Eastern 

Service,  Audio  Posts 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

dio  operations  and  has  been  directing 
his  efforts  to  further  the  develop- 
ment of  major  independent  produc- 
tion units.  It  was  announced  by 
Frank  Speidell,  president  of  East- 
ern Service,  that  Glett  would  devote 
his  time  and  energy  along  similar 
lines,  a  detailed  announcement  to  be 
made  at  a  later  date. 

After  serving  with  Educational, 
United  Artists  and  launching  his 
own  company,  Glett  made  the  first 
sound  short  subject  for  Paramount. 
He   joined   Audio   Cinema  in   1929.    ,' 


Leichter-Krellberg  Deal 

Deal  for  Principal  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.,  to  distribute  "She  Goes  to  War" 
and  "Hell's  Harbor,"  in  the  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  territories  has 
been  closed  by  Mitchell  Leichter, 
Coast  producer.  Principal  was  rep- 
resented hv   Sam   Krellberg. 
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by  Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy, 
covering  the  situation  in  foreign 
markets. 


Studio  Production  Slash 
In  1940-41  Seen  Dubious 

Current  talk  regarding  longer 
runs  for  pictures  is  looked  upon  by 
some  execs,  in  both  the  distribution 
and  exhibition  sides  of  the  business 
as  being  "idle  conversation."  It  is 
pointed  out  by  one  industry  leader 
that  the  first-runs  are  holding  pic- 
tures just  as  long  as  they  show  a 
profit  and  that  "all  the  tea  in  China" 
could  not  influence  them  to  extend 
runs  just  for  the  sake  of  extending 
them   unless   money   could  be   made. 

From  present  indications,  major 
companies  are  not  planning  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  pictures  for 
next  season  on  the  premise  that 
fewer  pictures  would  bring  longer 
runs.  A  numerical  reduction  is  pos- 
sible, but  even  that  is  denied  in  top 
major   circles. 

As  long  as  double  feature  pro- 
grams flourish,  there  will  be  a  mar- 
ket in  the  U.  S.  for  the  current 
number  of  releases  yearly,  it  was 
said. 


Lenwal  to  Produce  Eight 

All-Negro  Pix  for  1940 

A  schedule  of  eight  all-Negro  pro- 
H   ductions  for  the  1940  season  was  an- 
nounced Friday  by  George  0.  Wal- 
bridge,  president  of  Lenwal  Produc- 
tions.    First  release  will  be  an  ice 
||  skating  picture  to  be  filmed  at  Lake 
Placid.     Shephard  Henkin,  formerly 
with  United  Artists  exploitation  de- 
ll partment,  has  been  appointed  direc- 
tor of  advertising  and  promotion  for 
the  company,  it  was  announced. 


As  N.Y.  Critics 
View  Muni  Film 


TIMES  (Frank  S.  Nugent):  It  must  be 
counted   as   one  of   the  best   films   of  the  year. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE  (Howard  Barnes): 
A  book  has  been  bettered  in  the  passage  from 
one   medium   to  another. 

DAILY  NEWS  (Kate  Cameron):  Muni 
projects  .  .  .  the  character  of  a  small  town 
British  medico  with  a  sensitivity  that  carries 
a   subtly   powerful    appeal. 

DAILY  MIRROR  (Robert  Coleman):  A 
beautiful  picture.  And  we  say  this  despite 
the   grimness   and  bitterness   of   its   story. 

MORNING  TELEGRAPH  (Leo  Mishkin) : 
In  all  respects,  "We  Are  Not  Alone"  seems 
to  stand  up  as  one  of  the  exceptional  pic- 
tures  of   the   year. 

POST  (Archer  Winsten):  Paul  Muni's  per- 
formance  is  a  thing  of  perfection,  wonder  and 
genius. 

JOURNAL  and  AMERICAN  (Rose  Pels- 
wick)  :  Eloquently  written,  acted  and  directed 
drama. 

WORLD-TELEGRAM  (William  Boehnel) : 
A  genuinely  sincere  and  impressive  attempt 
to  present  a  morbid  subject  without  pulling 
its    punches. 

SUN  (Eileen  Creelman) :  Sensitively  acted 
j     by  all  its  large  cast. 


(Continued  fr 

Attorney  General,  revealed  that  the 
major  defendants  would  answer  the 
Government  interrogatories  as  modi- 
fied and  corrected  in  a  number  of 
conferences  within  60  days.  A  stip- 
ulation to  this  effect  will  be  filed  in 
Federal  Court  within  the  next  few 
days. 

Gov't  to  Reveal  Witnesses 

All  interrogatories  which  UA  has 
served  upon  the  Government  are 
satisfactory,  Williams  said  including 
requests  for  the  names  of  Govern- 
ment witnesses,  and  answers  to  them 
will  be  filed  by  the  Government  in 
less  than  60  days. 

Williams  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  objections  to  naming  its 
witnesses,  and  that  if  the  interro- 
gatories of  the  other  defendants  ask 
for  this  information,  it  will  be 
promptly  given. 

This  represented  an  about-face  by 
the  Government  as  in  April  it  had 
sought  relief  from  naming  witnesses, 
explaining  that  it  feared  their  "in- 
timidation." 

Upon  questioning,  Williams  said 
that  the  Government  would  be  ready 
for  trial  in  early  February.  To 
prevent  a  protracted  trial,  the  D  of 
J  may  ask  for  a  pre-trial  of  a  num- 
ber of  questions  before  the  incep- 
tion of  the  actual  trial,  Williams 
added. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  disclosed,  the 
suit  is  no  longer  on  the  calendar 
but  has  been  removed  by  stipulation 
to  allow  Judge  Knox  to  choose  a 
date  for  trial. 

The  interrogatories  served  by  the 
RKO  group  of  defendants  asked 
that  separate  answers  be  given  by 
the  Government  in  reference  to  each 
defendant.  The  demand  further 
specified  that  the  Government  be 
directed  to  file  answers  concerning 
additional  knowledge  which  it  may 
acquire  from  time  to  time.  These 
additional  answers,  it  stated,  should 
be  filed  within  30  days  of  the  time 
when  the  Government  is  advised  of 
new  facts. 

Asks  "Monopoly"  Details 

RKO  group  asked  whether  compe- 
tition in  first-run  theaters  was  un- 
lawfully restrained  before  its  incor- 
poration in  1928.  Details  are  de- 
manded concerning  the  train  of 
events  which  led  up  to  the  alleged 
monopoly,  including  a  description  of 
how  RKO  allegedly  participated,  and 
the  names  of  witnesses  to  these 
events. 

A  detailed  statement  of  how  RKO 
purportedly  participated  in  a  divi- 
sion of  territories  was  also  asked. 
Names  of  indies  who  were  unable 
to  operate  theaters  successfully  be- 
cause of  lack  of  product,  and  names 
of  indie  producers  who  were  said  to 
have  been  denied  access  to  the  mar- 
ked were  also  demanded. 

RKO  asked  additionally  whether 
the  Government  claims  that  any 
Metropolitan    first-run    theater    has 
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been  unable  to  get  product,  and,  if 
so,  what  theaters. 

The  Government  is  required  to 
specify  those  witnesses  and  sources 
of  statistics  that  allegedly  prove 
that  RKO  has  curtailed  production. 

In  reference  to  claims  that  RKO 
houses  obtained  preference  in  com- 
peting with  indie  houses,  full  details 
are  asked  as  to  the  names  of  the 
indies  affected,  the  areas  in  which 
this  practice  took  place,  and  the 
names  of  witnesses  to  the  charges. 

The  Government  was  asked  that 
it  specify  instances  where  indies 
paid  excessive  rentals  as  compared 
with  RKO  houses. 

Overbuying    Data    Demanded 

Details  are  demanded  as  to  Gov- 
ernment claims  that  RKO  indulged 
in  and  aided  the  practice  of  over- 
buying of  product.  Names  of  wit- 
nesses, specific  instances  of  overbuy- 
ing, theaters  involved,  and  dates  are 
demanded.  A  definition  of  what  the 
Government  deems  is  the  maximum 
percentage  of  buying  oVer  needs,  not 
to  constitute  overbuying,  is  de- 
manded. 

Further,  details  are  asked  as  to 
instances  where  RKO  allegedly  re- 
fused to  sell  second-run  films  to 
indies.  The  names  of  producers 
whose  product  has  been  excluded 
from  RKO  first-run  houses,  is  also 
required. 

A  number  of  subsequent  interro- 
gatories related  to  charges  of  mo- 
nopoly in  the  exhibition  field.  The 
Government  was  asked  to  detail 
names  of  witnesses  to  monopolistic 
practices  in  the  exhibition  of  pic- 
tures, detailed  substantiation  of  the 
claims  that  RKO  extended  prefer- 
ence to  affiliates  in  distributing  its 
product  and  that  it  failed  to  license 
pictures  to  independents  was  also 
demanded.  In  the  same  way,  the 
Government  is  required  to  demon- 
strate how  RKO  theaters  receive 
preferred  treatment  from  other  pro- 
ducers to  the  exclusion  of  indepen- 
dents. 

Full  details  were  demanded  as  to 
the  contention  that  independents 
have  been  relegated  to  an  inferior 
position  once  a  major  theater  moved 
into  its  area.  The  Government  is 
reouired  to  show  how  RKO  allegedly 
participated  in  this  practice  through 
harsh  terms  of  clearance  and  zoning 
imposed    upon   the    independents. 

Questions   on    Production 

In  covering  the  production  field. 
RKO  demanded  specific  instances  of 
its  placing  stars  and  technicians 
under  a  contract  to  prevent  their 
being:  available  to  independent  pro- 
ducers. In  this  respect  the  Gov- 
ernment is  required  to  name  spe- 
cific producers  who  could  not  obtain 
particular  stars.  Names  of  produc- 
ers allegedly  forced  to  make  infer- 
ior pictures  because  of  alleged  con- 
spiracy were  also  demanded. 

Alleged  coercive  practices  towards 
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local  demonstrations.  Two  cameras 
were  in  operation,  one  at  street  level 
and  the  other  on  the  roof  of  the 
U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  Build- 
ing. Receivers  were  located  in  the 
offices  of  Commissioner  T.  A.  M. 
Craven  and  Andrew  Ring,  FCC's  as- 
sistant chief  engineer.  Definition  of 
images  from  the  new  cameras,  spec- 
tators generally  agreed,  was  as  good 
as  that  obtained  with  NBC's  bulky 
field  equipment,  weighing  10  tons. 
The  new  three-camera  unit  weighs 
less  than  1,500  lbs. 

With  the  new  lightweight  port- 
ables, it  will  be  possible  to  expand 
tele  programs  to  include  floor  shows 
in  night  clubs  as  well  as  dramatic 
and  musical  shows  on  Broadway,  it 
is  declared.  , 

Principal  alvantages  of  the  new 
RCA  television  field  equipment  may 
be  summarized  as  follows: 

The  cost  is  about  one-sixth,  and 
the  weight  about  one-tenth  of  the 
present  mobile  television  equipment 
carried  in  two  large  vans.  The  new 
units  can  be  transported  in  a  station 
wagon  or  light  delivery  truck. 

The  power  consumed  by  the  new 
equipment  is  about  one-fifth  of  that 
used  by  the  previous  apparauts.  This 
enables  power  connections  to  be  ob- 
tained more  readily  in  the  field. 

The  power  of  the  new  trnasmit- 
ter  is  considerably  less  than  the  unit 
which  has  been  used  in  New  York 
for  field  pickups  of  television,  but 
it  operates  on  a  wave  length  of 
about  one  meter  and  may  be  used 
with  small  but  highly  effiicient  an- 
tennas which  multiply  the  effective 
power  several  times.  On  these  wave 
lengths,  electrical  disturbances  are 
not  a  sei'ious  factor  nor  is  static 
produced  by  lightning. 


independent  exhibitors  was  then 
taken  up,  and  RKO  asks  that  specific 
instances  where  exhibitors  were 
compelled  to  pay  higher  film  rentals 
through  either  a  threat  to  build  com- 
peting theaters  or  to  deprive  them 
of  product  was  demanded.  Details 
as  to  alleged  compulsory  block-book- 
ing, forcing  of  short  subjects  and 
newsreels.  and  compelling  indepen- 
dent exhibitors  to  run  film  on  a 
designated  playdate,  and  alleged 
unreasonable  clearance  and  zoning 
were  demanded  of  the  government. 
In  each  particular  case,  names  of 
witnesses,  dates  and  theaters  was 
required. 

Finally,  the  interrogatory  de- 
manded information  as  to  whether 
the  govei'nment  contended  that  RKO 
alone  or  in  concert  with  others  used 
unreasonable  film  rentals  as  a  wea- 
pon to  drive  independents  out  of 
business.  Details  also  were  asked 
as  to  whether  the  s-overniuent 
claimed  that  RKO  resorted  to  mini- 
mum admission  price  requirements 
and  "moreover"  practices  fo  the 
detriment  of  pubsequent-run  houses. 
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That's  the  day  when  Warners'  Merry 
Xmas  triumph  gets  its  nation-wide 

TRADE  SHOW 

In  every  exchange  center!  Everybody's 
conning  and  bringing  their  wives  to  see 
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how  big  a  big  Xmas 
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Uniform  Percentage  to  Rule  for  All  GWTW  Bookings 

SUPREME  lURT  WILL  RE¥EW  "LYNTOQECISION 

Ohio  ITO  Bids  Circuits  Join  Fight  on  Air  Giveaway 


Crescent    Amusement,     Fox- 

Intermountain  Take  Up 

Insurance  Plan 

Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Bob  Livingston's 
battle  against  radio  cash  giveaways, 
which  necessitate  possible  theater 
audiences  staying  at  home  by  the 
radio  to  win,  has  caught  the  fancy 
of  the  show  business  generally. 

To  date,  the  plan,  on  an  insur- 
ance basis,  has  been  taken  up  by 
the  Ohio  ITO,  according  to  P.  J. 
Wood,  Columbus;  the  Crescent 
Amusement  Co.,  with  theaters 
throughout  the  south,  headquarters 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Ralph  Gold- 
berg's circuit  of  neighborhood   the- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


CAROLINA  EXHIBS. 
OPPOSE  NEELY'S  BILL 


Charlotte,  N.  C. — Declaring  that 
"the  ultimate  purpose  and  desire  of 
the  motion  picture  industry  is  to 
provide  entertainment,"  the  Theater 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Carolina, 
in  annual  convention  here  yesterday, 
resolved  that  the  motion  picture 
screen  of  America  should  be  barred 
to  propaganda  of  any  sort  that  might 
affect  the  best  interests  of  the  U.  S. 

Another  resolution  adopted  de- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 

1 ,000  Extra  Days  Scored 
by  "Mr.  Smith"  in  7  Weeks 

"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington" 
in  the  seven  weeks  of  its  national 
release  has  rolled  up  more  than 
1,000  extra  days  of  playing  time,  Co- 
lumbia   announced   yesterday.      Ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Hollywood  Studios  Send 
13  Films  Before  Cameras 


West   Coast   Bureau,   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Hollywood — Thirteen  new  pictures 

are  slated  to  start  this  week.     The 

lineup: 

At  Paramount:  "Down  Went  Mc- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Triple  Features  On  Way  Out  in  Chicago 

Chicago — Triple  features  apparently  are  on  the  way  out  here,  only  four  houses 
using  them  over  the  week-end.  Rosewood  Theater  continues  its  four-feature  policy. 
Rivoli,  one  of  the  four  using  triples,  also  has  a  china  premium  for  femmes;  admission 
rate  is  25  cents. 

Twenty-four  local   houses   are   using  premiums,   14,    Book   Night. 


AUSTRALIA  SLAPS  ON 
NEW  RAW  STOCK  TAX 


American  film  companies  yester- 
day were  advised  that  Australia  had 
levied  a  new  duty  on  motion  pic- 
ture film.  Whereas  raw  stock  for- 
merly was  admitted  duty  free,  a 
levy  of  one  penny  (one  and  one-third 
cents  American  money),  per  foot  has 
been  imposed.  Australian  laborator- 
ies, which  will  pay  the  duty,  will 
now  be  obliged  to  pass  this  cost  on 
to  the  producers  for  the  making  of 
prints. 

A    new    ruling    on    positive    film 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Advanced  B.  O.  Prices  Only 
for  "Lincoln  in  Illinois" 


"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois"  will  be 
shown  only  at  advanced  prices,  Harry 
Goetz,  co-producer  of  the  RKO  re- 
lease, said  yesterday.  Picture  will 
have  its  world  premiere  at  Keith's 
Theater,  Washington,  on  Jan.  22. 

Goetz  and  his  partner,  Max  Gor- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


MAJORS  ,MD.  CIRCUIT 
NAMED  IN  TRUST  SUIT 


Baltimore  —  Charging  monopoly, 
the  operators  of  the  Linden  Theater 
here  have  filed  an  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  eight  majors  and  the 
Rome-Durkee  circuit,  which  controls 
32  houses  in  Baltimore. 

The  Linden  owners  contend  in 
their  suit  that  they  have  been  unable 
to  get  product  until  after  the  pic- 
tures have  played  the  Rome-Durkee 
houses  and  that  under  the  clearance 
an-angement  the  pictures  were  not 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


League  of  N.  Y.  Theaters 
to  Suggest  Pact  Changes 

Although  the  League  of  New 
York  Theaters  has  indicated  that 
the  Dramatists  Guild  basic  pact  for 
the  financing  and  purchase  of  plays 
by  film  companies  is  not  satisfac- 
tory in  its  present  form,  the  pact 
will    not   be    "thrown    out"   by   the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Minimum  10%  Profit  Pledge  Linked 
With  Metro's  70%Terms  for" Wind 


FWC-Majors  Coast  Contempt 
Hearing  Deferred  to  Dec.  14 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Scheduled  hearing 
yesterday  of  arguments  in  the  Fox 
West  Coast  and  major  distributor 
defendants  in  the  Government's 
criminal    contempt    case    was    post- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Charlotte,  N.  C. — All  theaters,  re- 
gardless of  size  or  geographical  lo- 
cation, will  be  asked  the  same  terms 
— 70  per  cent  of  the  gross — for 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  W.  F.  Rod- 
gers,  M-G-M  general  sales  manager, 
declared  yesterday  in  addressing  the 
convention  of  Theater  Owners  of 
North  and  South  Carolina. 

At  the  same  time  he  said  that 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Authors'    Petition    Accepted, 

While  Metro's  Plea 

is  Rejected 

By  MILTON  F.  LUNCH 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — In  a  dual  decision 
on  the  "Letty  Lynton"  plagiarism 
case,  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  yes- 
terday denied  M-G-M's  petition  to 
review  the  decree  awarding  20  per 
cent  of  the  profits  of  the  picture  to 
Edward  Sheldon  and  Margaret  Ayer 
Barnes  and  agreed  to  review  the 
same  decision  on  the  Sheldon  and 
Ayres  petition  contending  they  are 
entitled  to  100  per  cent  of  the  profits 
of  the  picture.  As  usual,  no  reason 
was  given  for  either  decision. 

In  agreeing  to  grant  the  authors' 
petition   the   high   court  will   decide 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

4  BASIC  WUNIONS 
TO  ASK  10%  PAY  TILT 

Atlantic  City — Meeting  here  today 
at  the  Ritz  with  execs,  of  the  eight 
major  companies,  labor's  signatories 
of  the  basic  pact,  comprising  the 
teamsters,  electrical  workers,  carpen- 
ters and  musicians'  unions,  will  ask 
for  a  10  per  cent  increase  in  wage 
scales    and    certain    adjustments    in 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

15- Year  Tax  Exemption 

for  Producers,  Miami  Bid 

Miami — This  city  is  ready  to  com- 
pete with  New  York  for  Eastern 
production,  John  Hall,  Chamber  of 
Commerce  prexy,  announced  last 
night. 

"We'll  match  anything  that  Mayor 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Oklahoma  Fire  Insurance 
Rates  for  Theaters  Lower 


Oklahoma  City — A  state-wide  re- 
duction in  fire  insurance  rates  on 
theaters  has  been  announced  by  the 

(Continued  on  Page  R) 
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man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY— Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Depto.  19,  5A,  Dr.  Lucio  No.  102,  Mexico, 
D.  F.  BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz, 
Heraldo  Del  Cinematografista,  Corrientes  1309. 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2Vi%) 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.   Fm.    Ind 

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd    . 

East.    Kodak 1 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq..  . 
Loew's,    Inc.    . . . 

do    pfd 1 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd.    . 
Paramount    2nd    pfd. 

Pathe     Film     

RKO     

20th  Century-Fox    . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do     pfd 

NEW  YORK 
Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46.1 
Loew's  deb.  3'/2s46.  .1 
Para.  B'way  3s55.  .  . 
Para.  Picts.  6s55... 
Para.  Picts.  cv.  3'/4s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 

NEW  YORK 

Monogram  Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor     

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc. 
Universal    Pict: 


1U/2     lU/z     1U/2 


6y8       6% 

I6I/4  16V4      I6I/4 

1        1        1 

91/4    91/4 

64  163 


67/8    +       Vs 


91/4  +  3/4 

163       —  2 


33T/8  331/s  331/s    —       3/s 

05  105       105         

77/8  73/4         73/4       

'9i/4  '9y4  Ji/4     '.'.'.'.'. 

ioy2  i03/8  ioy2  +    1/4 

1%       l'/2       l'/2     

127/8  125/s  125/s    _      l/8 


37/8         33/4         33/4  -      l/8 

46  46        46         

BOND   MARKET 

01  Vi  IOIV4  101  Vi  +     Vi 

027/8  1027/s  1027/8      

47  47        47         


84         84         84       +     Vi 
CURB    MARKET 

'ts/g     '1%     'i%  +"i/8 
12i/2     i2i/4     121/4  _     i/2 

H/4         U/4         HA—      1/8 
27/s         27/8         27/8       


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100V2104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45.  .   66        68 
Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57...   64         66 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Film  Transit  Granted  20 

Days  to  Submit  Briefs 

Nashville,  Tenn.— The  State  Rail- 
road and  Public  Utilities  Commis- 
sion heard  the  application  of  Film 
Transit,  Inc.,  for  a  permit  to  dis- 
tribute motion  picture  films  by  mo- 
tor carrier  through  various  commu- 
nities in  West  Tennessee. 

The  application  was  protested  by 
Railway  Express  Agency  and  20 
days  were  allowed  for  presentation 
of  briefs. 

Middle  Tennessee  theaters  are  be- 
ing serviced  by  a  distributing 
agency  operating  out  of  Atlanta. 

The  proposed  West  Tennessee 
agency  would  have  headquarters  in 
Memphis. 


Defense  Will  File  Contempt 
Action  Brief  in  Chi.  Today 

Chicago — Defense  counsel  advised 
last  night  that  briefs  in  the  Gov- 
ernment's criminal  contempt  action 
against  B  &  K  and  the  majors  will 
be  filed  today. 

Counsel,  however,  have  secured  a 
week's  additional  time  for  the  filing 
of  their  objections  to  the  Govern- 
ment's findings.  Findings  suggested 
by  the  defense  will  be  outlined  Dec. 
11. 


Theater  Biz  Lagging  7  P.C. 
in  Ohio,  Tax  Returns  Show 


Columbus — Pete  Wood,  secretary 
of  the  Ohio  ITO,  interprets  state 
tax  collection  figures  as  indicating 
theater  biz  is  lagging  seven  per 
cent  behind  general  retail  business. 
While  admission  tax  collections  have 
advanced  only  10  per  cent  over  last 
year,  range  otherwise  is  from  17 
per  cent  to  45  per  cent.  Wood  poses 
the  question,  "Could  this  lag  be  due 
to  inferior  merchandise  or  is  com- 
petition such  as  the  radio  doing  the 
harm?" 


Goldwyn  Borrows  Alice  Faye 
for  a  Musical  Production 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  has 
borrowed  Alice  Faye  to  co-star  with 
Zorina  in  a  musical  based  on  Joseph 
Hergesheimer's  "Natchez."  Sam 
Wood  will  direct  and  Joe  Swerling 
will  write  the  screenplay. 


Foto  Night  Challenge 

in  Toronto  Test  Cases 


Toronto — Legality  of  Foto  Night, 
b.o.  stimulant  being  handled  in  Can- 
ada by  Sterling  Films  of  this  city, 
faces  a  court  test  here  today  when 
operators  of  the  Radio  City  and  Al- 
lenby  theaters  are  scheduled  to  face 
lottery  charges  following  police 
raids. 


Loew's  LT  Divvy  Higher 

Montreal — A  dividend  of  35  cents 
per  share  was  declared  by  Loew's 
London  Theater,  Ltd.,  on  the  7  per 
cent  cumulative  preferred  stock,  pay- 
able Dec.  14,  to  shareholders  of 
record  Dec.  11.  This  brings  total 
payments  for  the  current  calendar 
year  to  52%  cents  per  share,  as 
compared  with  only  35  cents  dis- 
tributed in  1938  and  1937.  The  stock 
is  entitled  to  70  cents  per  share  per 
annum. 


Moon's  Suit  Settled 

Detroit — Suit  of  Raymond  E.  Moon 
against  Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Michigan  for  alleged  salary  due  has 
been  settled  out  of  court.  No  de- 
tails were  available  last  night. 


German   Commissioners 

in  Polish  Film  Houses 


Berlin  (By  Cable)  —  Moving  to 
Nazify  Polish  exhibition,  the  Reich 
will  place  German  commissioners  in 
charge  of  all  film  houses  not  oper- 
ated by  exhibs.  of  German  origin. 
This  means  that  only  140  houses  in 
the  Cox-ridor  and  East  Upper  Silesia 
will  escape  changes  in  ownership. 

Meanwhile,  German  distribs.  are 
supplying  reopened  Polish  houses 
with  Nazi  product,  largely  old  re- 
leases, plus  propaganda  snorts. 


Wildberg  Denies  Change 

in  Plans  for  the  East 


Reports  that  John  Wildberg  and 
Jack  Skirball  planned  to  drop  their 
Eastern  production  venture  in  favor 
of  producing  on  the  Coast  were 
denied  yesterday  by  Wildberg,  who 
stated  that  no  change  has  taken 
place  in  their  plans  to  produce  here. 


Services  Held  on  Coast 

for  S.  R.  Kent's  Father 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  were 
held  yesterday  in  Altadena  for  Sid- 
ney J.  Kent,  who  died  Saturday 
night  at  the  age  of  85.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  four  sons,  Sid- 
ney R.,  Arthur,  Larry  and  Ernest, 
and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Olive  Barber. 


Ohio  ITO  To  Convene 

Columbus,  O. — The  postponed  an- 
nual ITO  convention  is  now  sched- 
uled to  take  place  in  Columbus  some- 
time in  January.  It  is  planned  to 
hold  the  convention  simultaneously 
with  a  calling  of  a  special  meeting 
of  the  State  legislature. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  JOSEPH  HAZEN, 
W.  C.  MICHEL,  CEORCE  J.  SCHAEFER,  AUS- 
TIN C.  KEOUGH,  A.  SCHIMMEL,  HARRY  BUCK- 
LEY and  EUCENE  PICKER  go  to  Atlantic  City 
this   morning  to  huddle   with   union   leaders. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  "U"  general  salegpian- 

ager,  arrives  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  toda,  ;om 
Charlotte,  and  goes  from  there  to  New  Orleans. 
He  returns  here  the  end  of  the  week. 

SAM  KATZMAN,  president  of  Victory  Pic- 
tures, gets  in  from  the  .Coast  today  for  a  short 
stay  on   business. 

JOHN  W.  HICKS,  JR.,  vice-president  in  charge 
of  foreign  distribution  for  Paramount,  returned 
from    Coast  conferences   yesterday. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Eastern  sales  manager 
for  Universal,  arrived  in  Charlotte  yesterday 
from   New  York. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  Vitaphone  sales  man- 
ager, returned  to  his  desk  yesterday  after  a  trip 
to  Southern   and  Western   branches 

MILTON  SALZBURG,  of  Pictorial  Films,  leaves 
today  by  plane  for  Chicago  on  a  short  business 
trip. 

HUMPHREY  BOGART  leaves  Hollywood  today 
for    a    New    York    vacation. 

HOWARD  HAWKS  arrives  here  this  week  from 
the   Coast. 

DAVID  ROSE,  Paramount  production  manager 
in  England,  and  NEIL  SULLIVAN,  Pathe  News 
cameraman,  arrive  today  on  the  Statendam  from 
Europe. 

LOUS  ZINCONE,  magician,  is  here  from  the 
Coast  after  completing  a  series  of  shorts  for 
Warners. 

GEORGE  RAFT  leaves  Hollywood  today  for 
Cleveland,  then  going  to  New  York  and  Havana 
for  a   vacation. 

LOUIS  CALHERN  arrives  here  from  the  Coast 
in   about   two   weeks. 

H.  A.  ROSS,  president  of  Ross  Federal  Ser- 
vice, having  contracted  a  very  bad  case  of 
grippe,   is  in  Florida  for  10  days  to  recuperate. 

D.  A.  ROSS,  general  manager  of  Ross  Fed- 
eral Service,  Inc.,  has  returned  from  the  West 
Coast. 

LOU  GOLDSTEIN,  Schine  Circuit  booker,  has 
returned  to  Gloversville  after  a  trip  to  the 
Albany    film    row. 


415  Para.  Deals  In  Chi. 

Chicago — Manager  James  Dona- 
hue of  Paramount's  exchange  re- 
ports 415  contracts  signed  up  to  Dec. 
1  for  the  new  season  films,  leaving 
about  75  accounts  to  be  contacted. 


Interrogatories  Served 

Government  interrogatories  were 
formally  served  on  the  majors  yes- 
terday. An  analytical  breakdown  of 
the  text  of  the  interrogatories  ap- 
peared in  The  Film  Daily  exclusive- 
ly last  Friday. 


Sewjicihfy 

the  motion  picture  industry  with 

STILLS,  SLIDES,  AD  PHOTOS 
and  COPIES 

STERN  PHOTO  COMPANY 

INCORPORATED 

318  W.  46th  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Circle  6-4688 
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It  happened  the  morn- 
ing of  the  Radio  City   «* 
I      Music  Hall  opening  of   * 

|  PAUL  MUNI  | 

4       >'We  Are 
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By  the  author  of  'Mr.  Chips* 

with 

JANE  BRYAN  •  Flora  Robson 

Raymond  Severn  •  Una  O'Connor : 
Directed  by  EDMUND  GOULDING 

Screen  Play  by  James  Hilton  and  Milton  Krims 
Music  by  Max  Steiner 
A  Warner  Bros.  — First  National  Picture     .    . 

WARNER  BROS. 
Producers 
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MAJORS,  MD.  CIRCUIT 
NAMED  IN  TRUST  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

made  available  to  the  Linden  until 
they  were  too  old  for  profitable  use. 
The  suit  also  asks  that  the  de- 
fendants be  enjoined  from  adding 
more   theaters   to  their   group. 


Advanced  B.  0.  Prices  Only 
for  "Lincoln  in  Illinois" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

don,    plan    to    put    "The    American 
Way"  into  production  in  February. 

Goetz  said  that  he  had  discussed 
the  possibilities  of  Eastern  produc- 
tion with  Mayor  LaGuardia  along 
with  others  whose  opinions  the 
mayor  had  sought. 


FWC-Majors  Coast  Contempt 
Hearing  Deferred  to  Dec.  14 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

poned  by  Federal  Judge  Beaumont 
to  Dec.  14. 

Defendants  asked  that  the  Gov- 
ernment furnish  a  bill  of  particulars. 

At  the  deferred  hearing  the  de- 
fendants will  also  enter  a  plea  to 
the  criminal  contempt  charge. 


Conn.  Allied  to  Operate 

Under  Three-Unit  Setup 

A  campaign  to  strengthen  and  ex- 
pand the  membership  of  Allied  The- 
ater Owners  of  Connecticut  is 
under  way,  with  E.  Thornton  Kelly, 
formerly  of  New  York  Allied,  acting 
as  field  representative. 

Under  the  present  plan,  individu- 
al units  will  be  operative  in  New 
Haven,  Hartford  and  Bridgeport. 
Kelly  reported  yesterday  that  all 
24  independents  in  Bridgeport  were 
signed  last  week.  A  meeting  of  New 
Haven  indies  is  scheduled  for  today. 

The  Connecticut  unit  will  be  super- 
vised by  the  Boston  Allied  organi- 
zation, Independent  Exhibitors  of 
New  England. 
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Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER    5 

Walt    Disney 

Virginia   Lee  Corbin 

Sidney  H.  Algier 

W.    P.    Caryn 
Eurega  Eloy  David 
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WlTfi  rUSLM.  DALY; 


•  •      •      TIME  was when  the  type  of  story  which  falls  under 

the    heading,    "Fantasy" had    about    as    much    chance    of    feature 

production  by  Hollywood as  an  R.  H.  Macy  hobby-horse  of  being 

considered  a  potential  Kentucky  Derby  winner But  a  change  has 

set  in and  a  helluva  change,  too This  department  remembers 

how   in    1921 the   imported    "Cabinet    of    Dr.    Caligari" albeit 

'twas    a    sensation left    pix    solons    totally    unconvinced    about    the 

possibilities    of    sheer    fantasy    as    screen    entertainment Here    and 

there in  the  few  years  which  followed some  of  the  less  timid 

souls  took  a  nibble but  it  remained  for  the   1930s  to  bring  fantasy 

into   its   own Strangely   enough    the   peg   on   which    the    producing 

boys  hung  their  hats was  the  element  of  "horror" which  had 

been  the  chief  ingredient  of  "The  Cabinet  of  Dr.  Caligari" 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •     UNIVERSAL'S    "Frankenstein"    was    a    trail-blazer 

and  doubtless  had  an  influence  upon  the  making  by  RKO  of 

"King  Kong"  a  season  or  two  later Then  the  pendulum  of 

fantasy  swung  in  a  milder  arc via  the  Warners  making   of 

"A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream" which  despite  more  than  a 

few  raised  eyebrows  at  the  time   and  circumstance landed 

with  a  bang  among  the  Ten  Best  of  1936 That  same  year 

the  Messrs.  Warner  boldly  and  beautifully  fashioned  "The  Green 

Pastures" which   also   whirled  into  the   Ten   Best Both 

these  WB  features  originally  prompted  opinion that  it  was 

foolish  to  fabricate  screen  fantasies — but  the  Warners  won. 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  INDUSTRY  incredulity  hit  a  new  high when  Walt  Dis- 
ney   clarioned that    he    would    make    the    first    full-length    cartoon 

feature,  "Snow  White" which,  in  turn,  made  so  much  dough 

that  fantasy  began   to   become   something   of   a   Hollywood   fetish 

Another  triumph  for  the  imaginative   is  the  smash   hit,   "The   Wizard   of 

Oz" a  literal  gold  mine  for  Leo  the  Lion  and  his  exhib.  pals 

Now,    about    to    emerge    on    the    American    scene    and    screen are 

two  grandiose  full-length  cartoon  features the  Paramount-Fleischer, 

"Gulliver's  Travels" and  the  RKO  Radio-Disney,  "Pinocchio" 

We   have   already  given   in   this   department   a   pre-release   peep   of   the 

former's    strength    and    stature and    herewith    pass    on    what    our 

"underground"  has  to  report  on  Disney's  saga  of  the  li'l  wooden  puppet, 
Pinocchio 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     WALT  DISNEY,  we  are  told,  has  definitely  designed 

his   new   opus to   "top"   the   renowned   "Snow    White" 

and  considerable  confidence  reigns  in  both  the  Disney  and  RKO 

camps that  it  will The  interpretation  of  the  story 

and  the  delineation  of  characters are  said  to  be  superb 

as  is  the  Technicolor The  vox  pop which  once  sounded 

so  raucously  for  Snow  White,  her  meany  Ma,  the  Prince,  and  the 

septet  of  dwarfs is,  we  understand,  sure  to  be  more  blatant 

in  behalf  of  Pinoccio;  Jimmy  Cricket  (his  conscience) ;  Geppetto. 
the  woodcarver;  Monstro,  the  whale;  the  Fox,  J.  Worthington 
Foulfellow;  the  Blue  Fairy;  Lampwick;  et  al 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •       •      THAT  Mr.  Exhib.  is  in  for  a  b.o.  tornado  is  indicated  further 

by  the  landslide  of  national  mag  publicity  (aimed  at  an  estimated 

89,088,853    potential   fans) Newspaper    ad   tie-ups   with   department 

s,ores and    'he    garnering    of    hosts    of    Xmas    windows have 

been  expertly  done  by  the  respective  staffs  of  Disney  and  RKO  Radio 

Indeed,  it  looks  like  a  very,  very  happy  New  Year  for  pix  houses 

via  "Pinocchio" 


4  BASIC  PACT  UNIONS 
TO  ASK  10%  PAY  TILT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

working  conditions,  it  was  reported 
last  night. 

Whether  or  not  the  major  compa- 
nies will  grant  the  boost  ha&  not 
been  indicated,  but  it  is  poinr^  out 
that  similar  increases  have  oeen 
granted  recently  to  the  other  studio 
unions  and  it  is  held  likely  that 
an  increase  will  be  granted  the  four 
on  the  same  conditions  applied  to 
those  recently  given.  These  condi- 
tions include  provision  for  reopen- 
ing of  discussions  in  February,  at 
which  time  the  majors  have  indi- 
cated they  will  ask  for  nullification 
of  the  increases. 

Representing  the  majors  will  be 
Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  M-G-M;  George 
J.  Schaefer,  RKO;  Austin  C.  Keough, 
Paramount;  W.  C.  Michel,  20th-Fox! 
Joseph  Hazen,  Warners;  A.  Schim- 
mel,  Universal;  Harry  Buckley, 
United  Artists;  and  Eugene  Picker, 
Columbia.  Joseph  N.  Weber,  mu- 
sicians; Dan  Tracey,  electricians; 
Dan  Tobin,  teamsters;  and  William 
Hutcheson,  carpenters,  will  repre- 
sent  the  unions.  Pat  Casey,  pro- 
ducers' labor  representative,  who  ar- 
rived in  New  York  from  the  Coast 
over  the  week-end,  will  preside. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Pittsburgh  —  Cupid  has  scored 
twice  at  the  local  20th  Century-Fox 
exchange.  Latest  victims  are  George 
Fox,  of  the  Ad  Sales  Department, 
married  to  Marie  Friedley,  and  Anne 
Golomb,  of  the  Inspection  Depart- 
■  ment,   married   to   Nick   Derenzo. 


Littleton,  N.  H. — John  B.  Eames, 
leading  film  exhibitor  in  this  sec- 
tion and  former  state  senator,  was 
married  to  Miss  Blanche  M.  Foss, 
R.  N.,  of  Pittsfield,  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Pembroke  re- 
cently. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Harvey  J.  Mil- 
ler of  the  State  Theater  staff  has 
announced  his  engagement  to  Miss 
Gladys  Smolizer. 


S?n  Francisco — Richard  Stevens, 
manager  of  the  Tivrli  Theater,  has 
just  been  married  to  Nadine  Thomas, 
theater's  head  usherette. 


Juhan  Rifkin,  general  manager  of 
Rifkin  Theaters  operating  in  North- 
hampton and  Holyoke,  Mass..  has  an- 
nounced his  engagement  to  Miss 
Lee  Adaskin  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
The  wedding  will  take  place  early 
next  Spring.  Rifkin  is  the  son  of 
Herman  Rifkin,  New  England  dis- 
tributor. 


Cincinnati— Ed  Burkart.  20th-Fox 
representative,  and  Ann  Ollinger,  of 
the  personnel  were  married. 


Cincinnati  —  Edwin  A.  Burkhart, 
salesman  in  the  West  Virginia  ter- 
ritory for  20th-Fox,  was  married 
to  Ann  Ollinger,  former  biller  at 
the  company's  local  exchange. 
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"LYNTON"  DECISION 
TO  SUPREME  COURT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

whether  the  Special  Master  and  Dis- 
trict Court  were  right  in  award- 
ing-^^leldon  and  Barnes  the  full 
profits  or  whether  The  Circuit  Court 
erred  in  revising  the  decision  and 
apportioning  20  per  cent  of  the  prof- 
its to  Sheldon  and  Barnes  and  80 
per  cent  to  M-G-M. 

The  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
erred,  the  authors'  petition  states, 
"in  holding  that  the  copyright  own- 
ers were  not  entitled  to  all  the  prof- 
its realized  by  the  copyright  in- 
fringers," "in  apportioning  the  prof- 
its because  the  infringement  of  the 
copyrighted  work  was  in  the  form 
of  a  motion  picture  copy,"  "in  appor- 
tioning the  profits  when  the  infring- 
ing motion  picture  was  a  single  in- 
dissoluble unit,  which  was  distribu- 
ted and  exhibited  as  a  unit,  and  all 
receipts  therefrom  were  for  the  use 
of  the  infringing  work  as  a  unit," 
"in  apportioning  to  the  infringers  80 
per  cent  of  the  profits  solely  upon  the 
popularity  of  the  stars  or  actors,  the 
skill  and  reputation  of  the  producers 
and  the  director,  the  scenery  and  cos- 
tumes', and  the  extent  of  the  ad- 
vertising furnished  by  respondents 
(M-G-M)  in  the  manufacture  of  their 
motion  picture  copy,"  "in  not  holding 
that  the  alleged  contributions  made 
by  the  respondents  to  the  infring- 
ing work  were  nothing  more  than 
contributions  of  labor  and  material 
and  therefore  the  item  of  expense 
of  manufacture,  rather  than  a  dis- 
tinct contribution,"  "in  apportioning 
profits  where  the  infringement  is  a 
deliberate  plagiarism,"  "in  allowing 
respondents  a  credit  of  $922,141.09 
as  part  of  the  overhead  to  be  charged 
proportionately  against  the  cost  of 
manufacturing  the  respondent's  pic- 
ture." This  last  point  pertains  to 
payment  of  20  per  cent  of  the  prof- 
its of  Loew's  to  Louis  B.  Mayer, 
Irving  Thalberg  and  J.  Robert  Rub- 
in. Sheldon  and  Barnes  contend  it  is 
merely  a  distribution  of  profits, 
rather  than  part  of  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. 

M-G-M's  brief  opposing  granting 
of  the  petition  stated  that  commer- 
cial value  of  the  motion  picture  was 
not  entirely  due  to  the  use  of  the 
play  and  its  earnings  were  principal- 
ly attributable  to  factors  other  than 
the  use  made  of  the  story.  M-G-M 
also  contended  that  "the  value  of 
'<  |  the  motion  picture  rights  of  a  play 
where  it  is  to  be  reproduced  by  a  mo- 


Gay  Gulliver  Nearly 
Razes  Film  Daily  Roof 

That  Paramount  has  extremely  lofty 
ideas  about  "Gulliver's  Travels"  was 
demonstrated  yes'day  when  a  literal 
giant  ducked  into  the  doorway  of  Ye 
FILM  DAILY.  Costumed  as  Gulliver, 
the  gent  (slightly  shorter  in  his  stocking 
feet  than  the  Empire  State  Building) 
delivered  campaign  literature  on  the 
pix.  Herb  Berg,  Para.'s  h.o.  trade 
paper  contact,  chaperoned  the  visitor 
and  looked  like  the  masquerading  Gul- 
liver's   lilliputian. 


Different  Giveaway  Every  Night  in  Weeh 

at  Reopened  Fabian  Theater  at  Albany 

Albany — Fabian's  Harmanus  Bleecker  Hall  has  embarked  on  a  policy  of  give- 
aways every  week  night.  Mondays,  theater  gives  Bingo,  Tuesday  contains  a  25-week 
encyclopedia  offer  for  10  cents  additional  admission.  Wednesday,  a  new  scheme, 
with  a  month's  rent  paid  by  the  theater,  will  be  in  vogue,  while  Thursday  a  tie-in 
with  General  Electric  results  in  every  electrical  equipment  store  in  Albany  carrying 
the  same  radio  display  in  their  windows  with  plugs  for  the  Hall's  films.  Five  GE 
radios  are  given  on  the  stage.  Friday  night  embraces  another  giveaway  and  Saturday 
patrons   play   lucky. 

Oscar  Perrin  is  the  manager  of  Fabian's  Hall,  which  recently  reopened  after  a 
dark    period. 


Richmond  Court  Upholds 

Va.  Censor  "Hitler"  Ban 


Richmond,  Va. — Judge  Robert  W. 
Arnold  has  entered  an  order  in  the 
City  Circuit  Court  affirming  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Virginia  Board  of  Cen- 
sors barring  "Hitler — Beast  of  Ber- 
lin" from  Virginia  screens.  Judge 
Arnold,  sitting  for  Judge  Julian 
Gunn,  viewed  the  picture  at  the 
Lee  after  it  had  been  thrice  re- 
jected by  the  censors. 

Colonel  Robert  T.  Barton,  coun- 
sel for  Trio  Prod,  of  Washington, 
distributor,  indicated  that  the  cen- 
sors may  be  asked  to  pass  upon  a 
print  with  eliminations  which  were 
made  by  the  Maryland  Censor 
Board. 


B  of  N  P  Bowing  Out 

Bureau  of  New  Plays  although 
ended  as  an  organization  in  its  own 
entity  will  continue  as  a  department 
of  the  Dramatic  Workshop  of  the 
New  School  for  Social  Research,  it 
was  learned  yesterday.  Organiza- 
tion was  originally  established  by 
the  film  companies  as  a  means  to 
foster  young  playwrights. 

"Barroom"  to  be  Revised 

Oklahoma  City — K.  Lee  Williams, 
veteran  roadshow  man,  head  of  the 
K.  Lee  Williams  Film  Exchange 
here  and  the  K.  Lee  Williams  The- 
aters Inc.,  new  circuit  organization, 
has  announced  that  he  will  revise 
and  release  the  Willis  Kent  produc- 
tion of  "Ten  Nights  In  A  Barroom" 
starring  William  Farnum. 

Two  RKO  Pix  Held 

Criterion  is  holding  RKO's  "That's 
Right,  You're  Wrong"  for  a  second 
week,  while  "The  Flying  Deuces," 
also  an  RKO  pix,  starts  a  third  at 
the    Rialto    tomorrow. 


Union  Township  Would 

Ban  Professional  Bingo 

Union  Township,  N.  J. — Fearing 
an  influx  of  professional  Bingo  game 
operators  following  the  Dec.  1  ban 
on  all  games  in  neighboring  Essex 
County,  the  governing  body  of  this 
town  of  20,000  is  having  its  coun- 
sel prepare  an  -ordinance  that  will 
"guard  against  an  influx  of  obnox- 
ious promoters.  Measure  would  re- 
strict licenses  to  local  organizations 
in  existence  at  least  3  years  and 
having  a  membership  of  at  least  20. 
The  ordinance  will  be  adopted  this 
month  unless  a  country-wide  ban  is 
invoked  by  the  prosecutor. 


ASK  CIRCUITS  TO  AID 
AIR  GIVEAWAY  FIGHT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

atres,  Omaha;  and  the  entire  Fox- 
Intermountain  string  under  Rick 
Ricketson,  Denver,  Colo. 

In  his  long  distance  call  to  Liv- 
ingston, at  the  Capitol  here,  the 
birthplace  of  the  Turns  Pot  of  Gold 


"Goose  Step,"  With  Seal 

MPPDA  code  seal  has  been  given 
to  Producers  Pictures  Corp.  for 
"Goose  Step,"  new  title  for  "Hitler, 
Beast  Of  Berlin,"  with  film  hence- 
forth to  be  distributed  under  that 
title  everywhere. 

Ohio  censors  gave  the  pix  an  okay 
yesterday. 


GWTW  Press  Preview  Set 

West    Coast    Bmeau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Press  preview  on 
"Gone  With  The  Wind"  will  be  held 
at  the  Four  Star  Theater,  Dec.  12, 
followed  by  the  world  premiere  at 
Atlanta  on  Dec.   15. 


"Harvest"  on  West  Coast 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — West  Coast  premiere 
on  "Harvest"  is  set  for  the  Esquire 
Christmas  eve. 


Chi.   Frowns   on   "Birth" 

Chicago — Municipal  censor  board 
has  refused  a  permit  for  "The  Birth 
of  a  Baby." 


tion  picture  is  only  a  small  part  of 
the  entire  value  or  cost  of  the  fin- 
ished motion  picture." 

The  bases  of  apportionment  adopt- 
ed by  the  Court  of  Appeals  were 
equitable,  reasonable  and  proper, 
M-G-M  states. 

The  court  is  expected  to  reach  the 
case  for  argument  sometime  in  Feb- 
ruary. Arthur  F.  Driscoll  represents 
Sheldon  and  Barnes.  M-G-M's  coun- 
sel are  John  W.  Davis  and  Samuel 
D.  Cohen. 


High  Court  Fails  to  Dispose 
of  Labor  Trust  Immunity  Issue 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Expectation  that  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in  passing  up- 
on the   so-called   Chicago  milk  case 


would  dispose  of  the  labor  immunity 
issue  in  the  anti-trust  drive  failed  of 
materialization   yesterday. 

The  court,  in  a  unanimous  opinion 
written  by  Chief  Justice  Charles  E. 
Hughes,  said  that  the  question 
whether  the  labor  union  is  exempt 
from  anti-trust  statutes  "is  not  open 
on  this   appeal." 

"The  District  Court  did  not  con- 
strue the  Sherman  Act  as  inapplica- 
ble to  these  defendants  and  the  gov- 
ernment's appeal  *  *  *  does  not  pre- 
sent that  question,"  the  court  said. 

Over  the  week-end,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral Frank  Murphy,  answering  a 
protesting  letter  from  William 
Green,  A  F  of  L  prexy,  asserted 
that  such  prosecutions  have  the  back- 
ing of  high  court  decisions. 


Columbus — ITO  of  Ohio  is  opening 
its  insurance  campaign  to  combat  ra- 
dio's "Pot  of  Gold"  giveaway  to  all 
state  theaters  regardless  of  their  affili- 
ation, it  is  stated.  Theater  assessment 
will  depend  upon'thc  number  of  exhibs. 
participating.  ITO  proposes  to  make 
the    insurance    plan    operative    Dec.    12. 


underwriting  stunt  to  lure  back  the- 
ater patronage,  Wood  said  a  com- 
mittee from  the  Ohio  ITO  would 
approach  circuit  heads  of  Warners 
and  RKO  in  New  York  to  set  up  the 
insurance  plan  on  a  mutual  aid, 
small    assessment    basis. 

To  date  Livingston's  tests  have 
revealed   this  fact: 

Taking  business  on  Tuesday  eve- 
nings prior  to  the  Turns  start  on 
the  air  on  an  average  as  100  per 
cent,  or  normal,  he  found  business 
sagged  to  55  per  cent  during  the 
first  month  of  the  Turns  show,  and 
since  his  underwriting  of  the  show, 
guaranteeing  anybody,  if  called  but 
not  home  and  in  his  theater,  $1,000, 
business  has  crept  back  up  to  84 
per  cent. 

It  is  estimated  by  Livingston  that 
more  than  1,000  theaters  in  the  U. 
S.  are  now  prepared  to  use,  or  will 
start  using  the  insurance  plan  with- 
in the  next  week,  and  more  will  be 
added  if  the  tests  continue  to  work 
out. 


Australian  Gov't  Slaps 

on  New  Tax  on  Raw  Stock 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

raises  the  duty  from  four  pence  to 
five  pence  per  foot.  Inasmuch  as 
prints  of  American  pictures  used  in 
Australia  are  made  from  negatives 
shipped  from  the  U.  S.,  this  latter 
duty  will  apply  only  to  color  prints. 
It  is  expected  that  the  new  levies 
will  reduce  the  number  of  prints  to 
be  put  into  circulation  in  Australia. 


1 ,000  Extra  Days  Scored 

by  "Mr.  Smith"  in  7  Weeks 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tended  runs  up  to  six  weeks  have 
been  registered.  Pix  went  that  per- 
iod in  Washington,  Hartford,  Bir- 
mingham, Atlanta. 


That  Inventive  Mind 
Plus  Warner  Touch 

Kansas  City — Diaper  changing  contest, 
staged  in  connection  with  world  pre- 
miere of  Warners'  "A  Child  Is  Born"  at 
the  Newman  Theater  today  was  won  by 
— of  all  things! — a  bachelor  who  em- 
ployed a  zipper  diaper  of  his  own  inven- 
tion and  turned  the  trick  in  1  '/i  sec- 
onds  flat,   claimed   as   a  world   record. 
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"Re-united  again,  Laurel  and  Hardy 
offer  some  absurdly  funny  slap 
stick  in  their  newest  item.  As 
matter  of  fact,  it's  their  best  com- 
edy in  years  . . .  A  wild-eyed  chase 
and  airplane  escape,  all  in  the  tra 
dition  of  the  good  old  silent  slap 
stick  days,  wind  up  the  piece,  which 
is  dotted  with  one  goofy  gag  after 


another.' 


— Rose  Pelswick, 

N.  Y.  Journal  &  American 
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"Their  new  picture  is  reason  enough 
for  a  glad  hand.  Anything  which  con- 
tributes to  the  generation  of  laughter 
in  the  body  politic  is  okay  by  this  de- 
partment. And  since  laughter  is  what 
our  honored  friends  are  able  to  pro- 
voke plenty  of,  their  latest  effort  is 
recommended."      — B.  C,  N.  IT.  Times 

"Laughs  are  what  fly  mostly  in  this 
Rialto  offering  —  hefty,  hearty,  belly- 
laughs,  most  of  them  fresh  ones,  and 
funny  enough  to  roll  the  customers  in 
the  aisles.  A  honey  of  a  comedy." 

— Irene  Thirer,  N.  Y.  Post 


N.  Y.  Daily  News 

"It  it's  slapstick  you're  in  search  of,  then 
the  place  to  visit  is  the  Rialto,  where  'The 
Flying  Deuces'  is  on  view.  Indeed,  low  com- 
edy— almost  extinct  on  the  current  screen 
—  has  seldom  been  more  consistently  hil- 
arious and  the  stars  themselves  have 
rarely  been  in  better  form.  Provided  with 
a  first-rate  story  and  some  fresh  and  imag- 
inative gags,  the  co-stars  will  keep  you  in 
stitches  from  beginning  to  end." 
--William  Boehnel,  N.  Y.  World-Telegram 


!• 


Should  meet  with  the  hearty  approval  of 
customers."    — E.  G.f  N.  Y.  Herald-Tribune 


JEAN   PARKER 
REGINALD   GARDINER 

A   BORIS  MORROS  PRODUCTION 
DIRECTED  BY  A.  EDWARD  SUTHERLAND 

ORIGINAL  STORY  AND  SCREEN  PLAY  BY  RALPH  SPENCE, 
ALFRED  SCHILLER,  CHARLES  ROGERS,  HARRY  LANGDON 


UNIFORM  PERCENTAGE 
FOR  'GWTW  BOOKINGS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

M-G-M  would  assure  exhibitors  of 
a  profit  of  a  least  10  per  cent,  pro- 
vided they  are  willing  to  charge  the 
admission  price  asked  by  M-G-M 
and  will  give  it  the  extended  time 
which  the  company  believes  it  de- 
serves. Further  stipulation  will  be 
that  expense  figures  are  agreed  up- 
on, Rodgers  added.  Profit  pledge, 
it  was  said,  set  an  industry  pre- 
cedent. 

Rodgers  promised  that  "Gone  With 
the  Wind"  would  not  be  cut  for  first 
or  subsequent-run  showings,  the  run- 
ning time  to  remain  at  three  hours 
and  40  minutes  for  all  types  of 
houses. 

William  A.  Scully,  Universal's  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  F.  J.  A.  Mc- 
Carthy, Eastern  sales  head,  were 
here  for  the  convention. 


15- Year  Tax  Exemption 

for  Producers,  Miami  Bid 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

LaGuardia  offers,  plus  a  little  more. 
We  offer  tax  exemption  for  15 
years." 

Hall  pointed  out  that  Max  Fleis- 
cher studios  had  successfully  pro- 
duced  "Gulliver's   Travels"   here. 


Oklahoma  Fire  Insurance 

Rates  for  Theaters  Lower 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Oklahoma  State  Insurance  Board. 
Reductions  up  to  16  2-3  per  cent  on 
theater  buildings  are  provided  for 
in  the  new  rates,  effective  Dec.   1. 


V.  C.   Dinner-Dance  Dec.   16 

Cleveland— "Duke"  Clark,  general 
chairman  of  the  Variety  Club  en- 
tertainment committee,  announces 
that  on  Dec.  16  a  dinner-dance  will 
be  held  at  the  Bid  Day  Club  in 
honor  of  the  outgoing  and  incom- 
ing officers,  when  Nat  Wolf,  War- 
ner zone  manager,  turns  over  the 
helm  to  the  newly  elected  chief  bar- 
ker, Nat.  L.  Lefton,  Republic  fran- 
chise owner. 


Wess  Huss  Recuperates 

Cincinnati — Wess  Huss,  Jr.,  prexy 
of  Associated  Theaters,  is  recuperat- 
ing from  an  illness,  which  confined 
him  to  his  home. 
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By  RALPH  WILE 


Form  Georgian  Theaters 

Dover,  Del.— Georgian  Theaters, 
Inc.  has  been  chartered  here  to  pro- 
duce, distribute  and  exhibit  films. 


"Spot"  Booking 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  "Goose  Step," 
the  erstwhile  "Hitler,  the  Beast 
of  Berlin"  will  have  its  first  showing 
in  the  State  of  Delaware  on  Jan.  1-3 
at  Benjamin  Shindler's  Ace  Theater, 
Wilmington.  Indie  nabe  serves  a  terri- 
tory   largely    Polish. 


HOLLYWOOD 
Para.    Buys    "Country    Lawyer" 

Paramount  has  purchased  Bellamy 
Partridge's  best-selling  biography, 
"Country  Lawyer,"  the  story  of  the 
author's  father,  up-state  New  York 
attorney.  Sought  by  four  Hollywood 
studios  and  three  New  York  pro- 
ducers, the  book  brought  one  of  the 
highest  prices  of  the  year.  Fred 
MacMurray  has  been  penciled  in  for 
the  title  role. 

T  T  T 

"Yesterday's    Heroes"   for    20-Fox 

Darryl  Zanuck  has  bought  "Yes- 
terday's Heroes,"  Satevepost  football 
serial  by  William  Brent.  Brent,  who 
has  been  an  assistant  sound  tech- 
nician at  the  20th-Fox  studio,  also 
was  signed  to  a  writer's  contract. 
His  first  job  will  be  on  the  script 
of  his  own  story. 

T  T  T 

All-Negro    "House    of    Horror" 

Hollywood  Prods,  has  started 
work    on    "The    House    of    Horror," 


with  an  all-negro  cast.     Richard  C. 
Kahn  is  directing. 

r         y  t 

"Childbirth"    Completed 

Dr.  Herbert  Meyer  has  completed 
direction  of  "Childbirth,"  a  fea- 
turette,  in  Cinecolor,  produced  by 
Louis  Weiss. 

T  T  T 

Selwyn  to  Produce 

Edgar  Selwyn  will  produce  "Night 
Operator,"  a  Liberty  Magazine  story 
by  Lucille  Selk  Edgerton.  Joseph 
Fields  and  Jerry  Chodorov  will  do 
the  screenplay. 

T  T  T 

Staub   Back   from   Location 

Ralph  Staub  flew  back  from  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  where  he  made  back- 
grounds for  "Danger  Ahead,"  a 
Northwest  Mountie  story  for  Cri- 
terion Productions. 

T  T  T 

Krevitz  Rep.  for  Givot 

Nate  Krevitz  is  now  acting  as 
personal  manager  for  George  Givot. 


"Creation  of  Motherhood" 
To  be  Released  by  Astor 

A  five-reel  feature  in  Cinecolor 
based  on  a  maternity  exhibit  at  the 
San  Francisco  World's  Fair  has  been 
completed  on  the  Coast  by  Louis 
Weiss  who,  with  R.  M.  Savini,  made 
the  picture  for  Astor  release.  Titled 
"Creation  of  Motherhood,"  the  pic- 
ture will  be  roadshowed  after  Jan.  1. 

Story  revolves  around  a  Dr.  Dohe- 
ney  of  Paris  who  has  spent  almost  a 
lifetime  in  preparing  the  exhibit 
which  was  on  display  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. Richard  Tucker  and  Char- 
lotte Henry  have  the  principal  roles. 


Accountant  Faces  Charges 

Montreal — Missing  for  a  week, 
Charles  E.  Kibbey,  chief  accountant 
of  Consolidated  Theaters  Ltd.  was 
arrested  when  he  returned  to  his 
home,  and  arraigned  before  Judge 
Guerin  on  charges  of  theft,  raising 
a  $24  check  to  $1,224,  and  using  the 
check  while  knowing  it  to  be  forged. 
He  chose  a  jury  trial,  and  prelimin- 
ary hearing  was  fixed  for  next  Fri- 
day. Kibbey  claims  he  can't  recall 
events  of  the  past  week. 


Metro  Pacts  for  Six 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Metro  has  signed  Vic- 
tor Fleming,  director;  Dodie  Smith, 
Corey  Ford,  Dore  Schary  and  Stan- 
ley Rauh,  writers,  and  Alfred  New- 
man, composer,  to  new  pacts. 


Alias  for  Amateur  Night 

Wilmington — Amateur  night  will 
do  a  comeback  here  via  "Profes- 
sional Opportunity  Night"  at  War- 
ners Queen  theater;  it's  spotted  for 
Wednesdays. 


Hollywood  Studios  Send 

13  Films  Before  Cameras 


(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

Ginty"  starring  Brian  Donlevy  with 
Jo  Ann  Sayres  and  Akim  Tamiroff; 
"Golden  Gloves"  with  Robert  Ryan, 
Jean  Cagney  and  Richard  Denning; 
and  Harry  Sherman's  "Hold  Your 
Horses"  starring  William  Boyd. 

At  M-G-M:  "Forty  Little  Mothers" 
starring  Eddie  Cantor  with  Virginia 
Grey;  Retakes  on  "I  Take  This  Wo- 
man" starring  Spencer  Tracy  and 
Hedy  Lamarr. 

At  RKO:  "Little  Orvie"  starring 
Johnny  Sheffield;  Joe  Penner's  next 
with  Linda  Hayes,  Richard  Lane 
and  Fritz  Feld. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Dance 
With  the  Devil"  with  Tyrone  Power, 
Dorothy  Lamour  and  Edward  Ar- 
nold. 

At  Universay:  "Devil  in  Uniform." 
At  Warners:  "Three  Cheers  For 
The  Irish"  with  Priscilla  Lane,  Rose- 
mary Lane,  Thomas  Mitchell  and 
Dennis  Morgan;  "Bad  Boy"  starring 
John  Garfield. 

At  Republic:  "Wolf  of  New  York" 
with  Edmund  Lowe,  Rose  Hobart 
and  Jane  Stephenson;  "Village  Barn 
Dance"  with  Lulubelle  and  Scotty. 


Cincy  V.  C.  Installs 

Cincinnati  —  Queen  City  Variety 
Club  installed  officers,  last  night. 
Col.  Arthur  Frudenfeld,  general 
manager  of  RKO  Theaters,  is  the 
new  Chief  Barker. 


Chi.  to  See  Jones,  Martin 

Chicago — Allan  Jones  and  Mary 
Martin  are  set  for  p.a.'s  with  "The 
Great  Victor  Herbert"  at  the  Chi- 
cago  theater  Dec.   29. 


CAROLINA  EXHIBS. 
OPPOSE  NEELY'S  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

clared  that  the  efforts  so  far  under- 
taken to  benefit  the  industry  by  sub- 
scribing to  the  20  per  cent  canajF^- 
tion  clause  sponsored  by  the  MPV  A 
are  steps  in  the  direct  solution  of 
the  industry's  troubles  and  that  full 
consideration  and  action  by  all  dis- 
tributors without  individual  effort  to 
gain  advantage  to  themselves  would 
establish  a  working  basis  that  would 
eliminate  agitation  for  the  Neely 
bill. 

Another  resolution  urged  those 
distributors  who  have  not  aligned 
themselves  with  this  policy  to  do  so 
at  once. 

Election  of  officers  and  adoption 
of  resolutions  followed  addresses  by 
William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  sales 
manager,  and  Ed  Kuykendall,  presi- 
dent of  the  MPTOA,  both  of  whom 
strongly  opposed  the  Neely  bill. 

Rodgers  predicted  that  the  Neely 
bill  would  be  defeated  and  called 
upon  exhibitors  to  urge  their  con- 
gressmen to  oppose  it.  He  declared 
it  would  result  in  reduced  produc- 
tion because  producers  could  not 
afford  to  take  the  additional  risk  in- 
volved in  making  only  pictures  that 
they  knew  in  advance  the  individual 
exhibitor  would  buy.  He  predicted 
that  a  trade  practice  Code  would  be 
adopted.  He  declared  that  war  con- 
ditions are  not  having  any  adverse 
effect  upon  the  quality  of  pictures. 
He  urged  exhibitors  to  give  worthy 
pictures  extended  playing  time. 

Kuykendall  predicted  a  shortage 
of  product  in  a  few  months  and  said 
there  is  a  shortage  of  the  better  pic- 
tures already.  He  advocated  a  board 
of  conciliation  for  arbitration,  and 
defended  the  recently  adopted  resolu- 
tion against  propaganda  pictures. 
He  declared  that  the  theater  busi- 
ness is  looking  up  despite  its  many 
problems. 

H.  R.  Berry  of  Hartsville,  S.  C, 
was  elected  president,  succeeding 
Lyle  M.  Wilson  of  Roanoke  Rapids, 
N.  C;  Pauline  Griffith  of  Charlotte 
was  re-elected  secretary-treasurer; 
Harry  E.  Buchanan  of  Henderson- 
ville,  and  George  W.  Parr  of  Lan- 
caster were  elected  vice-presidents. 
The  convention  concluded  with  a 
banquet  and  dance  last  night. 

League  of  N.  Y.  Theaters 
to  Suggest  Pact  Changes 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

League,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 

A  close  study  of  the  pact  will  be 
made  by  the  League  and  where  there 
are  stipulations  with  which  they  are 
not  satisfied  they  will  propose  rec- 
ommendations of  their  own  to  the 
Guild,   it  was   said. 


"Must-C"  Pix 

Marinette,  Wis. — Fox  Theater  here 
plugged  "The  Cat  and  the  Canary"  as 
a  "Must-C"  show.  "Crisp  Cracks! 
Clavicle-Clutching  Chills!  Crazy,  Cock- 
eyed Chicanery,"  advertising  copy  de- 
clared. 


ERPPS 


AND 


is  welcomed  'round  the  world! 


ERPFs  foreign  service  is  truly  world-wide 
.  ..oyer  1200  employees,  working  out  of  25 
main  and  75  service  offices  . . .  taking  expert 
care  of  Western  Electric  equipment  abroad 
in  4600  .theatres  and  20  studios. 

And  all  this  in  addition  to  the  job  at  home. 


ERPI,  backed  by  Bell  Telephone  Labora- 
tories, will  continue  to  pioneer  in  scientific 
research. . . improving  apparatus  for  record- 
ing and  reproducing  sound  pictures  .  .  . 
helping  to  assure  the  continued  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  industry!  -  ~ 
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£•  :<  REVIEWS  Of  THE  nEUJ  FILHIS  St  ■< 


"Oklahoma  Frontier" 

Universal  58   Mins. 

ROUTINE  WESTERN  MELLER  HAS 
ENOUGH  ACTION  FOR  NABE  TRADE. 

This  western  has  enough  action  to  be 
acceptable  for  the  nabe  trade.  Picture, 
however,  is  routine  and  ordinary  in  plot. 
John  Mack  Brown  is  good  as  the  crack  gun 
thrower  and  Fuzzy  Knight  gets  laughs  as 
his  sidekick.  Remainder  of  the  cast  is 
0.  K.  Annie  Gwynne  is  the  femme  in- 
terest. Brown  quits  his  job  as  marshal 
because  he  doesn't  want  to  kill  his  friends, 
even  though  they  break  the  law.  He  drifts 
out  to  a  new  town  on  the  edge  of  the 
Cherokee  Strip,  about  to  be  opened  to 
settlers.  He  meets  Bob  Baker,  an  old 
friend,  and  his  sister,  Anne  Gwynne.  They 
have  left  their  Texas  farm  because  of 
drought  conditions.  A  choice  piece  of 
property  is  being  sought  by  Baker,  but  he 
is  killed  before  the  land  rush  even  starts, 
with  a  gang  of  land  grabbers  seeking  his 
land  so  they  can  control  the  water.  Brown 
comes  to  the  rescue  and  cleans  the  gang 
up,    after    narrowly    escaping   with    his    life 

CAST:  John  Mack  Brown,  Fuzzy  Knight, 
Anne  Gwynne,  Bob  Baker,  James  Blaine, 
Robert  Kortman,  Charles  King,  Harry  Ten- 
brook. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Albert 
Ray;  Director,  Ford  Beebe;  Original  Screen- 
play, Ford   Beebe;  Cameraman,  Jerome  Ash. 

Direction,   Okay.    PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


"El  Diablo  Rides" 

Metropolitan  57  Mins. 

ACTION  WESTERN  WITH  CATTLE 
RUSTLING  STORY  SHOULD  SATISFY. 

For  the  action  Western  trade,  this  Bob 
Steele  number  meets  the  regular  require- 
ments. Hard  riding,  fist  fights,  gun  bat- 
tles, all  are  there.  The  girl  in  the  case 
(Claire  Rochelle)  has  a  little  more  to  do 
than  usual.  Kit  Guard  furnishes  a  few 
comedy  bits  which  the  kids  should  like,  and 
a  Western  foursome  headed  by  a  "House 
of  David"  pianist  contributes  the  musical 
moments.  Bob  Steele  is  still  the  action 
boy,  with  the  rest  of  the  cast  members 
doing  their  jobs  capably.  Ira  Webb  di- 
rected. Eddie  Kull's  photography  is 
standard,  and  Harry  Webb  produced.  Bob 
Steele  is  searching  for  the  man  who  has 
a  gun  just  like  his  own.  The  owner  of 
that  gun  murdered  his  father.  There  has 
been  rustling  going  on  which  Carleton 
Young  is  tracing.  Bob's  efforts,  in  con- 
junction with  Young's,  track  down  the  thief 
who  is  Ted  Adams.  Adams  also  turns  out 
to  be  the  owner  of  the  gun  which  Bob 
has   been   searching  for. 

CAST:  Bob  Steele,  Claire  Rochelle,  Ted 
Adams,  Carleton  Young,  Kit  Guard,  Bob 
Walker,  Hal  Carey. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Webb;  Director, 
Ira  Webb;  Author,  Harry  Gordon;  Screen- 
play, Carl  Krusada;  Cameraman,  Eddie  Kull. 

Direction,   Okay.    PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


"Cowboys  From 
Texas" 

with    Bob    Livingston,   Duncan    Renaldo, 

Raymond    Hatton 

Republic  57  Mins 

WELL  PACED  WESTERN,  "THREE 
MESQUITEERS"  AND  PLENTY  OF  ACTION 
FOR  SIX-GUN  TRADE. 

The  Mesquiteers  ride  again  in  this  bet- 
ter-than-average  western  and  it  should 
please.  Bob  Livingston,  Duncan  Renaldo 
znd  Raymond  Hatton  perform  pleasingly  as 
the  mesquiteer  triumvirate.  Carole  Landis 
and  Charles  Middleton  help  the  picture 
alcng.  Set  in  the  days  of  president  Teddy 
Roosevelt,  the  story  centers  around  a  fight 
between  the  cattlemen  and  settlers,  spurred 
on  by  a  crooked  ring  trying  to  benefit  from 
a  land  reclamation  project.  A  dam  is  to 
be  built  and  property  opened  to  settlers. 
Ivan  Miller,  government  supervisor  for  the 
project,  arrives  in  town  and  announces  the 
work  will  start  almost  immediately.  How- 
ever, Miller  is  in  league  with  others  to 
defraud  the  settlers  by  delaying  the  dam 
so  they  can  buy  the  land  cheap.  Livingston 
and  company  have  considerable  difficulty 
in  breaking  the  plan  up,  but  they  live  up 
to   expectations   before   the   film   winds   up. 

CAST:  Bob  Livingston,  Raymond  Hatton, 
Duncan  Renaldo,  Carole  Landis,  Ivan  Miller, 
Charles  Middleton,  Betty  Compson,  Ethan 
Laidlaw,  Yakima  Canutt,  Walter  Wills,  Ed- 
ward  Cassidy. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Harry 
Grey;  Director,  George  Sherman;  Original 
Screenplay,  Oliver  Drake;  Based  on  char- 
acters created  by  William  C.  MacDonald; 
Cameraman,  Ernest  Miller;  Editor,  Tony 
Martinelli. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Promote   Franklin   Maury 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Franklin  Maury, 
assistant  at  the  Colonial,  was  pro- 
moted Saturday  by  Wilmer  &  Vin- 
cent to  manager  of  the  Firm's  Em- 
bassy, Reading.  Maury  was  for- 
merly in  the  New  York  office.  Har- 
risburg' managers  gave  him  a  fare- 
well dinner.  Paul  Glase,  Embassy 
manager,  will  assume  general  su- 
pervision of  firm's  four  reading 
houses. 


Kielhurn  Again  a  Candidate 

At  a  meeting  last  night  at  the 
Circle  Club,  Charles  Kielhurn,  N.  Y. 
business  agent  for  Local  306,  opera- 
tors' union,  announced  his  candidacy 
tc  succeed  himself.  Kielhurn  was 
one  of  the  negotiators  who  recently 
got  a  10  per  cent  wage  increase  from 
ITOA  theaters. 


To  Do  Eli  Whitney  Pix 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Metro  has  another 
biographical  pix  in  mind,  having 
purchased  Ann  Morgan's  "The  First 
Captain   of  Industry,  Eli  Whitney." 

Cleveland  MPEA  Meeting 

Cleveland— The  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Association  has 
scheduled  a  general  meeting  today 
tc  discuss  by-law  changes. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Peace  on  Earth"      fi  \ 
M-G-M  8  Wis. 

Timely,  Enlightening 

In  "Peace  on  Earth,"  M-G-M  has 
turned  out  a  cartoon  whose  theme  is 
off  the  beaten  parth  of  previous 
Yuletide  subjects  and,  while  very 
amusing,  it  also  gives  the  audience 
something  to  think  about.  It  could 
be  termed  the  first  animated  cartoon 
with  a  definite  moral.  It  envisages 
a  time  when  all  men  are  killed  off 
by  wars  and  the  world  is  left  to  the 
animals.  Puzzled  by  the  expression 
"good  will  towards  men,"  two  baby 
squirrels  ask  their  grandpop  what 
men  were  like  and  what  happened 
to  them.  Grandpop  tells  them  about 
the  continual  warfare  which  kept  up 
until  every  man  was  killed.  Then 
the  animals  went  to  work  and  built 
up  a  new  and  peaceful  world  with 
the  implements  of  war  left  behind 
by  man.  Short  is  timely,  amusing 
and  enlightening.  It  is  in  Techni- 
color. 


"One  Mouse  in  a  Million" 

(Terry-Toon) 

20th-Fox  7  mins. 

Good  for  Laughs 

A  cat  has  driven  the  community 
of  mice  into  a  panic  and  a  meet- 
ing is  called  to  see  what  can  be  dene 
about  it.  It  is  agreed  that  the  best 
thing  to  do  is  to  bell  the  cat  so  the 
mice  will  know  where  he  is  at  all 
times.  But  who  will  bell  the  cat? 
the  town  crier  asks.  A  young  mouse, 
suing  for  the  "hand"  of  the  belle, 
offers  his  services  in  a  spirit  of 
bravado.  Successful,  he  returns  to 
receive  the  acclaim  of  the  mice  and 
the  favor  of  his  "girl  friend." 

"A  Wicky  Wacky  Romance" 

(Terry-Toon) 

20,th-Fox  7  mins. 

Colorful  Cartoon 

Cartoon  deals  with  the  heroic  ef- 
forts of  a  muscular  young  mouse  to 
rescue  his  favorite  hula  dancer  from 
the  attentions  of  a  ruffian  band  of 
buccaneering  cats.  Our  young  hero 
and  his  lady  friend  are  disporting 
themselves  in  the  ocean  with  the 
assistance  of  a  friendly  swordfish 
when  the  pirates  sight  the  enchanted 
isle.  They  capture  our  hero's  girl 
friend  and  he  has  difficulty  getting 
her  back  to  land  safely  and  scuttling 
the  ship  of  the  villainous  pirate  crew. 
Produced  by  Paul  Terry. 

"Young  America" 

Atlas  9  mins. 

Preaches  Americanism 

This  short,  produced  by  the  Moose 
fraternal  organization,  is  available 
gratis  to  exhibitors  who  are  inter- 
ested. Made  in  Cinecolor,  life  is 
portrayed  at  the  Moose  home  for 
orphaned  children  of  Moose  members 
near  Aurora,  111.,  where  the  young- 
sters are  taught  vocations  and  fitted 
for  a  useful  life.  Picture  is  inter- 
estin  gand  well  made. 
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Teamsters,  Carpenters,  IBEW  Get  10%  Pay  Boost 

COURT  HITS  DELAY,  ASKS  NEW  RKO  PLANJN  WEEK 

Favor  Credit  Bank  (or  Financing  British  Production 


Great  Stories 

.  .  and  pix  remaUes 

=  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  == 


WITH  an  eye  to  Sam  Goldwyn's  forth- 
coming UA  release,  "Raffles,"  Direc- 
tor Sam  Wood  the  other  day  observed  that 
"every  really  great  story  should  be  remade 
as  a  picture  every   10  years." 

Also  with  an  eye  to  "Raffles,"  UA's 
Lynn  Farnol  poses  the  question,  "Do  you 
agree?" 

To  some  extent,  that's  reminiscent  of 
the  classic  of  the  Hearstian  school  of  jour- 
nalism, "Mister,  do  you  still  beat  your  wife?" 
for  whatever  the  answer,  you're  on  the 
spot.  Yet  if  experience  counts,  and  it 
should,  especially  in  this  industry,  it's 
possible  to  nod  agreement  with  Wood, 
adding  for  safety's  sake,  "It  all  depends 
who   remakes   it." 

That    qualifying    sentence,    of    course,    is 
elastic    enough    to    cover    plenty,    including 
J  the   writers   entrusted   with   the   job   of   re- 
vamping   the    story,    the    players    cast,    the 
director  assigned  and  the  producer  tackling 
I  the   remake.     Given   the  right  combination, 
and  the  remake  should  prove  successful. 
o 

WHERE  remakes  have  disappointed  or 
flopped  in  the  past  the  chances  are, 
first,  that  the  story  was  shy  on  "great- 
ness" and,  secondly,  that  there  were  la- 
mentable weaknesses  in  the  combination 
referred  to.  Or  to  phrase  it  another  way, 
some  stories  never  should  have  been  re- 
made, others  were  manhandled  in  the  re- 
making   process. 

As  to  Wood's  implied  suggestion  that 
remakes  come  along  at  10-year  intervals, 
0  it's  a  reasonable  interlude.  There's  a 
sizeable  turnover  in  the  film  audience  in  a 
decade,  considering  that  the  film  audience, 
broadly  speaking,  has  a  10  to  60  age 
Pmit.  If  ,that  holds  true,  remakes  after 
10  years  actually  are  "originals"  to  some 
20  per  cent  of  the  film  audience.  But  in 
any  event,  remakes  should  be  presented 
honestly.  Tricking  the  exhib.  and  the  thea- 
tergoer only  nets  so  many  irate  customers. 

o 

IN  the  instance  of  "Raffles,"  it's  nearly 
'  Wood's  favored  10  years  since  Goldwyn 
first  brought  it  to  the  screen,  in  July, 
1930      Previously,  it  had  been  made  twice, 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Films    Council    Favors    Con- 
tinuance of  Quota  Act 
After  March,  '40 

London  (By  Cable)— While  the 
most  favored  scheme  for  financing 
British  film  production  is  held  by 
some  quarters  to  be  the  setting  up 
of  a  credit  bank,  well-informed  cir- 
cles warn  that  this  does  not  mean 
Government    financing,    since    it    is 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


PARA.  TO  MAKE  4-5 
IN  ENGLAND  IN  1940 


Paramount  will  carry  out  its  pro- 
duction plans  in  England  provided 
the  necessary  facilities  are  made 
available,  David  Rose,  the  company's 
managing  director  in  London,  de- 
clared yesterday  upon  his  arrival  on 
the    Statendam.      Rose   was   accom- 

f Continued  on  Page  4) 


Hammons  to  Report  on  GN 
Financing  Progress  Today 

E.  W.  Hammons  will  go  before 
the  creditors  of  Grand  National  this 
afternoon  and  report  on  the  prog- 
ress made  towards  completing  the 
refinancing  program. 

The  meeting  is  considered  impor- 
tant inasmuch  as  Peter  B.  Olney,  ref- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


WILL  DISCUSS 
20-FOX  LINEUP 

Kent,  Wobber,  McCarthy  heave 
for    Coast   at    Week-end 


Leaving  for  the  Coast  this  week- 
end to  huddle  with  studio  executives, 
Sidney  R.  Kent,  20th-Fox  prexy, 
Herman  Wobber,  general  manager  of 
distribution,  and  Charles  E.  McCar- 
thy, ad.  and  pub.  chieftain,  will  de- 
termine a  policy  for  handling  "The 
Blue  Bird"  and  "Grapes  of  Wrath," 
will  tentatively  discuss  a  program 
and  sales  policy  for  1940-41,  and  go 
over  the  company's  business  in  gen- 
eral at  the  conferences,  it  was 
learned    yesterday. 

Wobber  told  The  Film  Daily  yes- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 

ALL  WESTERNCIRCUIT 

DEALS  CLOSED  BY  UA 


Signing'  of  five  circuit  deals,  in- 
cluding the  B  &  K  group  of  70  the- 
aters in  the  Chicago  territory,  wa? 
announced  yesterday  by  L.  J. 
Schlaifer,  vice-president  of  western 
sales  for  United  Artists,  thereby 
completing'  the  circuit  selling  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Producers  Grant  10  Per  Cent  Pay 
Boost  to  Three  More  Studio  Unions 


Defendants  File  Briefs 
in  Chicago  Contempt  Case 

Chicago — Briefs  were  filed  yes- 
terday in  Federal  Court  on  behalf 
of  Barney  Balaban,  B  &  K  Corp.,  B 
&  K  Management  Corp.  and  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  by  Weymouth 
Kirkland,   Robert    Goulding,   and   T. 

(Continued  on   Pane  8) 


Atlantic  City — Wage  increase  of 
10  per  cent,  effective  at  the  next  pay 
day,  was  granted  by  producers  yes- 
terday to  the  International  Brother- 
hoods of  Electrical -Workers,  Team- 
sters and  Carpenters,  following  an 
all-afternoon  session  between  union 
officials  and  producers  at  the  Ritz 
Hotel.  No  other  studio  labor  con- 
ditions  were  discussed.      The   decis- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


RKO  Board  to  Consider  Atlas 

Underwriting  Agreement 

at  Meeting  Friday 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy 
yesterday  granted  a  further  post- 
ponement of  one  week  for  Atlas 
Corp.  to  submit  an  underwriting 
agreement  for  flotation  of  new  RKO 
stock,  but  not  until  he  severely 
criticized  the  delay.  Judge  Bondy 
said  that  he  had  been  receiving  let- 
ters from  stockholders  and  creditors 
raising  "strenuous  objections"  to 
continual  postponements  and  de- 
clared that  he  would  insist  upon  dis- 
position one  way  or  another.  The 
Judge  remarked  that  the  RKO  re- 
organization   had   now   "broken    the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


RECORD  ADVERTISING 
XPENDITURE  FOR  PARA. 


West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — To  develop  the  do- 
mestic market  more  intensively, 
President  Barney  Balaban  of  Para., 
announced  that  Para,  would  make 
record  expenditures  for  newspaper 
and  magazine  advertising.  During 
the  past  few  months  Para.'s  outlay  for 

{Continued  on  Page  2) 


Korda  May  Take  Clipper 

for  England  on  Saturday 

Alexander  Korda  is  due  to  arrive 
from  Hollywood  tomorrow  and  has 
tentative  plans  to  return  to  Eng- 
land Saturday  by  Clipper.  His  fu- 
ture production  plans  may  be  dis- 
closed before  his  departure  as  he  has 
been    in    conferences    with    Murray 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

N.  W.  MPTO  Loses  Identity 
in  New  Exhib.  Organization 

Seattle — A  new  organization  titled 
Independent  Theater  Owners  of 
Washington,  Northern  Idaho  and 
Alaska  was  voted  here  yesterday  as 
a  successor  to  the  former  MPTO  of 
i  (  untiuucd  on  Page  2) 
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Young   woman,    30,    college    graduate.    Seven 

vears'     experience     in     selling,     titling     and 

booking     motion     pictures,     wishes     position. 

His   p'enty   of  enthusiasm   and    initiative   for 

selling   motion   pictures. 

Personal    interview    requested    on    my    ability 

to    sell    your    film. 

Box   1500  The   Film   Daily 

1501   Broadway  New  York  City 


Great  Stories 

.  .  .  and  pix  remakes 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

by  Hiller  &  Wilk  in  1917  and  by  Universal 
in  1925,  according  to  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures  (which  rates 
a  plug  as  press  time  nears  for  the  1940 
edition). 

With  a  further  bow  to  that  industry 
source  book,  it  is  interesting  to  note  fur- 
ther that  1930's  "Ten  Best,"  as  voted  in 
this  paper's  poll,  included  "All  Quiet  on 
the  Western  Front,"  recently  revived  by 
Universal,  and  "Hell's  Angels"  now  being 
revamped  for  reissue  in  a  month,  as  well 
as  "Journey's  End"  which  Metro  proposed 
to  remake  in  England  before  the  war 
came.  And  the  1930  "Ten  Best,"  too, 
included  "Abraham  Lincoln";  a  decade 
later  there  are  two  Linco'n  pictures  (neither 
remakes),  20th-Fox's  "Young  Mr.  Lincoln" 
and  RKO's  forthcoming  "Abe  L'ncoln  in 
Illinois." 


N.  W.  MPTO  Loses  Identity 
in  New  Exhib.  Organization 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Northwest.  The  new  group  af- 
filiates with  the  Pacific  Coast  Con- 
ference   of    Independent    Exhibitors. 

Trustees  elected  include:  M.  Ken- 
worthy  of  Moscow,  Ida.;  Charles 
Grieme,  Wenatchee,  Wash.;  Bill 
Riples,  Longview,  Wash.;  Fred 
Mercy,  Jr.,  Yakima,  Wash.;  Ed 
Halberg,  Portland;  Howard  Mc- 
Bride,  Spokane;  Mike  Barovick, 
Puyallup,  Wash.;  George  Dean,  Ta- 
coma;  Gene  Groesbeck,  Enumen- 
claw,  Wash.;  and  the  following  Seat- 
tle members:  LeRoy  Johnson,  Ben 
F.  Shearer,  Paul  Westlund.  John  Danz 
and  Lo.  Lukan.  M.  F.  Hone  con- 
tinues as  executive  secretary.  The 
grouu  retains  its  membership  in  the 
MPTOA. 

Leaders  expha  sized  that  the 
change  was  made  to  advance  mutual 
interests  of  indie  exhibs.,  and  that 
the  whole  tone  will  be  improved  by 
the  co-operation  of  all  branches  of 
the   industry. 

Robert  Poole,  executive  secretary 
of  the  PCC,  attended  the  session. 
Accompanied  by  Hone,  he  will  soon 
meet  Oregon  indies  at  the  New 
Heathman  Hotel,  Portland,  to  or- 
ganize a  similar  group. 


Repairs,  Replacement  Parts 
Contract  Offered  by  Altec 

Introduction  on  a  nation-wide  ba- 
sis of  a  new  form  of  contract  re- 
lating to  motion  picture  equipment 
has  just  been  announced  bv  L.  W. 
Conrow,  Altec  president.  New  con- 
tract form  covers  the  furnishing  of 
repairs  and  replacement  parts  for 
projector  mechanisms,  arc  lamps, 
arc  generators,  rectifiers,  and  asso- 
ciated apparatus. 

The  new  form  of  contract  is  of- 
fered to  exhibitors  on  a  nation-wide 
basis  as  a  result  of  a  comprehensive 
nine  months'  trial  period  in  a  num- 
ber of  theaters,  Conrow  stated. 
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Paramount   Plans  Spending 
Record  Sum  for  Advertising 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

advertising  in  such  media  has  ex- 
ceeded by  $500,000  that  for  any 
similar  period  in  its  history,  he 
stated. 

Balaban  declared  that  newspaper 
and  magazine  advertising,  plus  in- 
telligent exploitation,  brings  the 
biggest  returns  for  the  studio  and 
its  exhibitors,  particularly  under  the 
new  policy  assuring  co-ordination 
between  advertising  and  distribu- 
tion. Balaban  stated  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  supplying  Para.'s  own  the- 
aters with  profitable  pictures  was  the 
best  assurance  he  could  offer  to 
Para.'s  customers  as  to  the  quality 
and  box-office  value  of  the  future 
Para,    program. 

He  announced  that  Max  Fleischer, 
producer  of  "Gulliver's  Travels," 
has  been  assigned  to  make  another 
full-length  Technicolor  cartoon. 


So.  Calif.  Exhibs.  Urged 

to  Hear  Brandt's  Talk  Fri. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — Harry  Brandt,  presi- 
dent of  ITOA  in  New  York,  will 
speak  to  local  independent  exhibi- 
tors at  a  luncheon  Friday.  Wires 
have  been  sent  out  over  the  sig- 
natures of  Jack  Y.  Berman,  Albert 
Galston  and  Hugh  Bruen  to  all  mem- 
bers of  the  ITO  of  Southern  Califor- 
nia and  Arizona,  Allied  States  and 
all  unaffiliated  independents  in  the 
territory,  urging   them   to   attend. 

Brandt  will  discuss  the  Neely  bill 
and  urge  sentiment  against  it.  He 
will  also  give  the  highlights  of  his 
talk  with  U.  S.  Attorney  General 
Frank  Murphy  in  Washington,  D.  C. 


Taylor  Elected  Chairman 

of  B  of  T  Film  Section 


COminG  fiflD  G0MG 


WILL    H.    HAYS   has   returned   from   the  Coast. 

SIDNEY  R.  KFNT.  HERMAN  WOBBER  and 
CHARLES  E.  McCARTHY,  are  scheduled  to  go 
to  the  Coast  this  week-end  for  studio  con- 
ferences. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  arrives  here  tomorrow 
frcm  the  Coast  by  plane.  He  flies  tP-=-*urope 
this   week-end   via   Clipper. 

L.  J.  SCHLAIFER,  vice-president  in"  charge 
of  Western  sales  for  United  Artists,  returned 
to  New  York  yesterday  after  a  swing  through 
his   territory. 

JOSEPH  P.  KENNEDY  is  due  in  today  from 
England    via    Clipper. 

MRS.  DAVID  ROSE  is  here  from  the  Coast 
to  meet  her  husband  who  arrived  yesterday 
on    the    Statendam. 

ORRY   KELLY   is  at  the  Sherry   Netherland. 

MAY  ROBSON   left  for  the  Coast  yesterday. 

WILL  HOLLANDER,  B  &  K  publicity  direc- 
tor, is  in  New  York  for  a  few  days  on  busi- 
ness. 

RUSSELL  BIRDWELL  has  delayed  his  return 
to  the  Coast,  remaining  in  New  York  for  a  few 
nore  days. 

ILONA  MASSEY  is  due  here  the  end  of  this 
week    from    the   Coast. 

MONTE  PROSER  gets  here  this  week  from 
Hollywood. 

JOHN  MOCK,  of  Paramount's  English  produc- 
tion department,  arrived  on  the  Statendam  yes- 
terday. 

MRS.  LARRY  BUTLER,  wife  of  a  production 
executive  for  Alexander  Korda,  also  arrived  yes- 
terday en  the  Statendam. 

ANNA  STEN  arrived  from  Hollywood  yester- 
day to  appear  in  a  stage  play.  This  is  her 
first  visit  to   New  York  in   five  years. 

JESSE  LASKY  flew  in  from  the  Coast  last 
night  via  United.  He  plans  to  fly  back  tc 
Ho  lywood    Friday. 


Toronto — At  a  meeting  of  Film 
Section  of  the  Toronto  Board  of 
Trade,  N.  A.  Taylor,  vice-president 
of  Independent  Theaters  Ass'n,  was 
elected  chairman  to  succeed  T.  A.  j 
Bragg,  Famous  Players  Canadian 
executive. 


150  at  Para.'s  Press  Parley 
to  Bally  "Victor  Herbert" 

More  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
trade,  fan  and  magazine  represen- 
tatives attended  the  Paramount  din- 
ner arranged  last  night  at  Luchow's 
in  honor  of  the  company's  produc- 
tion "The  Great  Victor  Herbert" 
which  opens  today  at  the  Paramount. 
Among  the  guests  of  honor  were 
Mary  Martin,  Allan  Jones  and  Wal- 
ter Connolly,  who  appear  in  the 
film,  with  Gene  Buck  of  Ascap  act- 
ing as  master-of-ceremonies.  Af- 
fair was  staged  at  Luchow's,  favorite 
eating  place  of  the  late  composer. 
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Christmas  is  laughing  time! 
JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON" 

from  M-G-M 


HOW 

WARNERS  WILL  TOP 

FOUR  DAUGHTERS 

FOR  BUSINESS 

WITH 

fOBR  WIVES 

FOR  XMAS 


V 


IT'S     ft   IT'S 
THE     Q.  SEN- 
SEQUEL!   iC  SATIONAL! 


Priscilla  Lane 

Rosemary  Lane 

Lola  Lane  •  Gale  Page 

FOUR  WIVES 

-«ib  Claude  Rains 

JEFFREY  LYNN  .  EDDIE  ALBERT 

MAY  ROBSON  .  FRANK  McHUGH 

DICK  FORAN    .    HENRY  O'NEILL 

Tti    Ch.t«ur   ./   "Mkk,y   Burin,"  »/    H,   ApfnrrJ 

m  "JW  D-ughltn,"  i,  PerlrayrJ  by 

JOHN  GARFIELD 

DIRECTED  BY  MICHAEL  CURTIZ 
Screen    Play    by    Julius    J.    and    Philip    C.    Epstein    and 
Maurice  Haolinc   •   Suggested  by  rhc  Book,  "Sister  Act," 

by  Fannie  Hurst  •   Music  by  Mai  Stcincr 
A  Warner  Bros.-Firsl  National  Picture 


Buffalo,  Shea's  Court  St. 

Cleveland,  Colony 

Detroit,    United  Artists 

Philadelphia,  Uptown 

Pittsburgh,  Schenley  •  Chicago, 

Esquire  •  Indianapolis,  St.  Clair 

Milwaukee,  Garfield 
Minneapolis,  Park  •  Des 
Moines,  Ingersoll  •  Memphis, 
Linden  Circle  •  Omaha,  Dundee 
St.  Louis,  West  End  •  Dallas,  Tower 
New  Orleans,  Orpheum  •  Oklahoma 
City,  Tower  •  Los  Angeles,  Fox 
Boulevard  •  Salt  Lake  City,  Studio 
San  Francisco,  Alhambra  •  Seattle, 
Roosevelt  "  Toronto,  Village 
Cincinnati,  RKO  Orpheum 
Washington,  Ambassador 
Albany,  Madison   •   Atlanta, 
Paramount  ■  Denver, 
Broadway  •  New  Haven, 
Vitagraph  Exchange  •  Boston, 
Cinema  •  Kansas  City, 
Edison  Hall  •  Portland, 
Broadway 
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3  MORE  STUDIO  UNIONS 
GET  10%  WAGE  BOOST 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

ion  will  stand  until  the  next  meet- 
ing between  producers  and  labor 
execs. 

Joseph  N.  Weber  represented  the 
Musicians  International  at  the  con- 
ference, but  he  did  not  enter  the 
discussion,  nor  did  he  make  any  de- 
mands for  the  musicians. 

The  Laborers  International  was 
admitted  into  the  basic  agreement. 

All  those  in  attendance  at  the 
confab  left  for  New  York  immed- 
iately following  close  of  the  session. 

Producers  and  their  representa- 
tives present  included  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck,  M-G-M;  George  J.  Schaefer 
and  Leo  Spitz,  RKO  Radio;  Harry 
Buckley,  United  Artists;  W.  C. 
Michel  and  Leonard  Picker,  20th 
Century-Fox;  A.  Schimmel,  Univer- 
sal; Joseph  Hazen,  Warner  Bros.; 
Austin  C.  Keough,  Paramount;  Pat 
Casey,  producers'  labor  contact, 
and  Fred  Pelton. 

Representing  the  unions  were  Wil- 
liam Hesten,  president  of  the  car- 
penters organization;  Joseph  N. 
Weber  for  the  musicians;  Dan  Tracy 
for  the  electrical  workers;  Joe  Tou- 
hey  for  the  teamsters;  William  A. 
Hutchenson,  first  vice-president  of 
the  carpenters.  Also  present  were 
J.  F.  Cambiano,  Frank  Crothers, 
John  Gillespie  and  Joseph  Weshall. 


Nick  Faction  In  St.  Louis 
Local  Loses  Another  Round 


St.  Louis — The  Nick  faction  in 
Local  143  lost  another  Court  round 
yesterday  when  the  Missouri  Su- 
preme Court  at  Jefferson  City  denied 
the  petition  of  William  F.  Canavan 
and  several  other  members  of  the 
union  for  a  writ  to  prohibit  Circuit 
Judge  Oakley  of  St.  Louis  from  ap- 
proving the  payment  of  bills  or  ex- 
penses in  connection  with  picketing 
of  nine  theaters  operated  by  Fan- 
chon  &  Marco  interests. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER    6 

E.   Mason  Hopper 

Jack    Henley 

Elissa    Landi 

Kathryn    McGuire 

Harry   C.   Lonsdale 

Dot    Farley 

Sammy   Cohen 


T  T  T 

•  e      •      ONE   of   the   most   deplorable    aspects    of   any   war is 

the  excuse  it  provides  for  the  inept,  the  alibi  artists,  and  the  calamity- 
shouters to  raise  their  individual  and  collective  voices Speak- 
ing  straight   from   the   horse's   mouth our   industry    has    its    share 

and  thank  Heaven  they're  as  few  as  they  are Their  battle- 
cry  is  a  true  translation  of  the  French,  "C'est  la  guerre!" "It's  the 

war!" 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  $25,000  per  week  exec (Editor's  Note: 

Not  necessarily   in  film   biz) sends   a   memo   to   the   $15,000 

per  week  exec who  transmits  another  to  the  $5,000  per  week 

exec and  in  the  end little  Jimmy  in  the  shipping  room 

gets  a  certain  slip  in  his  pay  envelope together  with 

the  well-known  gate And  if  he  asks  why "It's  the  war." 

T  T  T 

•  •      •      AND  talk  about  follow-the-leader! other  gents  in  other 

quarters taking  note  of  what  has  happened  to  Jimmy give  a 

thought  to  Minnie  Zilch whose  only  business   "liability"  happened 

to  be that  she  wore  out  too  many  typewriter  ribbons in  her 

secretarial    tasks Who's    to    blame    that    Minnie    gets    her    notice? 

"Why,  it's  the  war" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IF  there  are  only  three  pups  in  Tessie  the  Terrier's 

litter "It's  the  war!" Washington  tells  the  world 

"Indians,  often  characterized  as  a  vanishing  race,  actually  are  in- 
creasing in  numbers  at  a  rate  faster  than  any  other  population 

group" "It's    the    war!" Alimony    payments    are    up   in 

New    York "It's    the    war!" Alas!,    no    Battery    Bridge! 

"It's  the  war!" Attendance  has  fallen  in  Chicago's 

Turkish  baths Naturally,  "It's  the  war!" 


•      O      •      UP   on   the   facade   of    General    Grant's    tomb    on   Riverside 

Drive is  the  exhortation:   "Let  Us  Have  Peace" We  have .... 

but  the  calamity-shouters  don't  seem  to  like  it "It's  the  war!" 

But  on  the  other  hand,  we  see  by  the  papers 


•      •      •     "DURING  the  week  ended  Nov.  25,  retail  newspaper 

advertising in   80    leading   American    cities was   639,289 

lines  greater than  corresponding  week  of  1938" "XJA 

domestic  sales  $7,000,000  ahead  of  last  year" "Steel  operations 

this  week  92.8  per  cent against  59.9  a  year  ago" "Sales 

of  U.  S.  Rubber  Co.  almost  double  net  income  of  1938" "Bell 

System's  net  telephone  gain  for  1939's  11  months totals  695,- 

300,  against  363,800  for  corresponding  1938  period" "Aluminum 

Co.   pays  first  common  dividend  since   1928" "Minimum    10 

per  cent  profit  pledge  linked  with  Metro's  70  per  cent  terms  for 

'Wind'  " "New  high  production  of  electricity  this  week" 

"Record    high   for    U.    S.    airways    for    revenue    passenger    miles 

flown" "October    auto    registrations    top    1938    month    by    79 

per  cent" "Many  concerns  vote  year-end,  extra  dividends" 

"Carloadings  still  held  their  wide  gain  over  last  season" 

etc.,  etc 


«      «      « 


»     »     V 


PARA.  TO  MAKE  4-5 
IN  ENGLAND  IN  1940 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

panied  by  John  Mock,  of  the  pro- 
duction  department  in  England. 

With  several  studios  being  used 
as  Government  warehouses  for  war 
purposes  plus  the  shortage  o£. tal- 
ent, Paramount  is  faced  with  f  di- 
caps,  Rose  said.  If  such  obstacles 
can  be  removed,  the  company  will 
endeavor  to  turn  out  four  or  five 
pictures  during  the  coming  year. 
One  picture,  he  said,  probably  will 
go  before  the  cameras  shortly  after 
the  first  of  the  year  when  he  plans 
to  return  to  London. 

Rose  hopes  to  recruit  eligible  Brit- 
ish talent  and  technicians  in  Holly- 
wood for  picture  work  in  England. 
This  will  be  one  of  his  important 
duties  during  his  month's  stay  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  He  said 
that  he  believed  American  compa- 
nies could  live  up  to  their  quota  re- 
quirements with  the  proper  co-opera- 
tion by  Britain. 

Theater  business  in  London  has 
improved  to  a  point  where  it  is  al- 
most normal,  Mock  said.  Legitimate 
theaters  are  still  operating  on  the 
stagger  system,  but  the  picture 
houses  are  back  to  pre-war  policies, 
he  added.  Mock  leaves  today  for 
Hollywood. 

Rose  will  remain  in  New  York 
about  a  week  before  trekking  West- 
ward. He  was  met  by  Mrs.  Rose 
who  arrived  from  England  about 
three  weeks  ago. 


Hammons  to  Report  on  GN 
Financing  Progress  Today 

(Continued  fiom  Page  1) 

eree  in  bankruptcy,  last  week  gave 
GN  until  today  to  raise  the  projected 
loan  and  the  creditors  had  agreed 
to  permit  the  company  to  carry  on 
its  own  business  until  today's  re- 
port. 

Hammons  yesterday  indicated  that 
he  hoped  to  give  favorable  infor- 
mation on  the  status  of  the  com- 
pany and  its  refinancing  plan. 


STORKS! 


Detroit — Lee  Sanshie,  booker  at 
20th-Fox,  is  the  father  of  a  baby 
girl,  his  second. 


Walter  Stuart,  manager  of  the 
Community  Theater,  North  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.,  is  the  father  of  Walter 
Allen,  7  pounds,  14  ounces.  Stuart 
was  formerly  assistant  at  the  Para- 
mount, New  Haven. 

Nathan  Lampert,  operator  of  Col- 
chester, East  Hampton  and  other 
rural  theaters  in  Connecticut,  vaca- 
tioning in  Miami  Beach  this  Winter, 
came  north  to  greet  his  new  grand- 
daughter, Fern  Lee  Markov.  The 
Markovs  are  in  charge  of  operation 
during  Lampert's  absence. 


The  only  star  who  can  open 
three  days  before  Christmas,  do 

business  these  three  days  — 

AND  THEN  OVERFLOW  ANY  THEATRE 
IN  THE  LAND  FROM  THEN  ON! 


AS  CONES  THREE 

fffhose  who  open 


ECEMBER  22 
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with 


Universal's 


i 


DAYS  EARLIER  THI 


*r    National 
release 


Mortimer  Snerd  •  Robert  Cummings 
Constance  Moore  •  John  Sutton 
Louis  Calhern  •  Edgar  Kennedy 
Samuel  S.  Hinds  •  Harold  Hube 

Original  story  by  Robertson  White  and  Darrell  Ware 
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BRIT.  FAVORS  CREDIT 
BANK  TO  FINANCE  PIX 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

virtually  certain  that  officialdom 
plans   no   such  move. 

Consequently,  it  is  said,  the  only 
alternative  is  backing  of  production 
by  private  enterprise.  That  this 
can  be  effected  via  a  central  agency 
is  a  likelihood,  but  if  such  a  step  is 
taken  it  will  be  more  as  a  matter  of 
organization    and    centralization. 

The  Films  Council  has  decided  to 
recommend  that  the  Films  Act  con- 
tinue after  March  31,  1940,  but  again 
this  appears  to  be  a  matter  which 
will  not  move  the  Government  to 
act  until   March   comes  along. 

Anticipating  the  probability  that 
the  Government  will  stand  pat  on 
Films  Act  continuance  until  that 
time,  the  Films  Council  is  endeavor- 
ing to  form  a  committee  with  trade 
representation  to  explore  other 
means  of  carrying  out  quota  require- 
ments. 


Korda  May  Take  Clipper 

for  England  on  Saturday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Silverstone,  head  of  United  Artists, 
on  the  Coast. 

Upon  his  arrival  from  Europe  a 
few  weeks  ago,  Korda  indicated  that 
he  intended  to  continue  production 
for  United  Artists  release.  How- 
ever, subsequent  war  conditions  may 
change  these   plans. 

Silverstone  will  remain  in  Holly- 
wood for  another  week. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Royal 
Navy.  Korda  will  start  production 
on  "Hunting  the  U-Boat"  shortly 
after  he  returns  to  London.  It  will 
be  his  second  propaganda  pix. 

All  Western  Circuit  Deals 
Closed  by  United  Artists 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

West  for  the  1939-40  season.  B  & 
K  contract  had  been  reported  agreed 
upon  several  weeks  ago. 

Other  deals  were  made  with  the 
Great  States  circuit,  involving  35 
situations  in  the  Chicago  area;  Pub- 
lix  Intermountaiii  theaters,  Salt 
Lake  City;  McNeil-Naif y  Theaters 
for  70  theaters  in  northern  Califor- 
nia, and  the  Blumenfeld  Theaters  in 
15  northern  California  situations. 


135  "Four  Wives"  Dates 

One  hundred  thirty-five  simul- 
taneous playdates  have  already  been 
scheduled  for  Warners  "Four 
Wives",  Christmas  week  release  and 
initial  feature  in  the  Sears  Drive. 


Marquee    Masquerade 

Irvington,  N.  J. — The  sinister  and  the 
sartorial  were  all  scrambled  up  when 
the  marquee  at  Warners'  Santord  of- 
fered  the   following: 

"Here  I  An   a  Stranger" 
"On  Dress  Parade" 


Extend  Use  of  School  Pix  in  Quebec 

Montreal — Protestant  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Education  will  invest  $5,000 
more  in  school  pix  and  additionally  will  invest  in  projectors  and  screens  for  12  pro- 
vincial high  schools,  two  intermediate  schools  and  two  elementary  schools.  Approx- 
imately  100  Protestant   schools    in   Quebec   province    now    are   equipped   with    projectors. 


Defendants  File  Briefs 
in  Chicago  Contempt  Case 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

M.  Thomas,  attorneys,  denying  all 
Government  charges  of  violation  of 
the  1930  consent  decree.  Briefs 
stated  that  any  evidence  against 
Barney  Balaban  was  lacking  and 
there  was  no  foundation  of  fact  in 
the   charges. 

Alleged  film  monopoly  of  B  &  K 
was  vigorously  denied  and  clearance 
setup  was  defended.  The  brief  con- 
tended that  films  could  not  be  sep- 
arated into  A  and  B  classifications 
and  that  fundamental  differences  in 
theater  management  was  account- 
able for  the  success  of  some  houses 
and  the  failure  of  others. 

Alleged  collusion  of  B  &  K  in 
depriving  the  Oriental  theater  of 
product  while  under  other  manage- 
ment is  also  denied,  explanation  be- 
ing offered  that  B  &  K  occupies  the 
first-run  field  in  the  Loop  and  that 
other  exhibitors  want  to  break  into 
that  field.  This,  it  is  stated,  is  im- 
possible as  there  are  not  enough 
quality  films  to  go  around. 

Attorneys  for  Loew's,  Inc.,  20th 
Century-Fox,  United  Artists  and 
Vitagraph,  Inc.,  also  filed  briefs  be- 
fore Special  Master  Edgar  Eldredge 
dpning  those  defendants  are  guilty 
of  the  charges  in  the  Government's 
bill  of  particulars,  and  stating  there 
was  no  conspiracy  among  them  to 
restrict  films   to   B   &   K. 

Coercion  in  B  &  K.  as  theater 
operators  and  not  in  conjunction  with 
Paramount,  entering  into  film  con- 
tracts was  denied.  There  is  not  a 
single  provision  in  film  agreements 
with  other  companies  referring  to 
Paramount  as  a  distributor,  it  was 
asserted.  Distributors,  it  is  claimed, 
have  a  right  to  select  their  own 
customers  and  there  was  nothing  in 
the  decree  prohibiting  B  &  K  from 
being  one  of  the  customers. 

B  &  K  is  not  prohibited  by  the  de- 
cree from  operating  as  many  the- 
aters as  it  wishes  so  long  as  it  has 
a  substantial  proprietary  interest  in 
each,  mere  size  not  being  a  viola- 
tion of  the  anti-trust  laws,  it  is 
claimed. 

Distributors  selected  B  &  K  as 
their  first-run  customers  because 
they  thought  it  offered  the  best  out- 
lets for  their  films,  it  is  stated. 

Defense  attorney  contended  that 
the  Government's  findings  of  fact 
and  conclusions  of  law  ai'e  based 
upon  incorrect  principles  of  law,  and 
also  that  many  of  the  contentions 
are  not  supported  by  Government's 
evidence. 

100  "Gulliver"  Licensees 

More  than  100  manufacturers  are 
now  licensed  to  create  "Gulliver's 
Travels"  merchandise  tying  in  with 
Para.'s   cartoon   feature. 


Schenck  Disposes  of  3,000 
Shares  of  20th-Fox's  Pfd. 


Washington   Bureau,   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Joseph  M.  Schenck 
has  disposed  of  3,000  shares  of 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  $1.50  cum- 
ulative preferred  stock,  it  was  re- 
ported today  by  the  SEC  in  its  semi- 
monthly summary  of  security  trans- 
actions and  holdings.  Schenck  now 
holds  15,284  shares  of  that  class  and 
110,043  shares  of  common. 

Warners'  report  states  Robert  W. 
Perkins  has  acquired  500  shares  of 
common  stock,  representing  his  to- 
tal holdings. 

Loew's,  Inc.,  has  added  another 
258  shares  of  Loew's  Boston  The- 
aters common  stock  to  its  holdings 
and  now  has  100,203  shares  of  com- 
mon of  the  subsidiary  company. 

Report  of  Pathe  Film  Corp.  states 
Thomas  P.  Loach  has  disposed  of  7 
shares  of  common  and  now  holds  11 
shares. 

Trans-Lux  reports  H.  P.  Farring- 
ton  has  disposed  of  1,700  shares  of 
common,  now  holding  100  shares. 

Nathan  J.  Blumberg  has  added 
800  of  Universal  Corporation's  com- 
mon voting  trust  certificates  to  his 
holdings,  reporting  holding  4,000  of 
the   certificates  at  present. 

William  Freidav  acquired  1.600 
voting-  trust  certificates  through  s 
distribution  and  now  holds  2.900  of 
the  certificates.  Holding  company  in 
liouidation  was  reported  as  having 
disposed  of  1.500  certificates,  now 
holdinsr  no  enuity  securities. 

Hugh  G.  Davis  filed  a  corrected 
report  stating  he  holds  no  equitv 
securities  of  Monogram  Pictures 
Corp. 

20th-Fox  Execs,  to  Leave 
for  Coast  Product  Confabs 


(Continued  f-nm  Page  1) 

terday  that  the  company  would 
close  the  greatest  number  of  con- 
tracts in  its  historv  this  year.  He 
said  company  business  was  on  the 
upswing  and  general  improvement 
in  business  throughout  the  country 
was  being  reflected  in  the  picture 
business  now. 

Expressing  the  opinion  that  "The 
Blue  Bird"  was  one  of  the  finest 
pictures  he  had  ever  seen,  he  said 
that  in  the  case  of  this  picture  and 
also  with  "Grapes  Of  Wrath,"  spe- 
cial treatment  would  be  afforded  in 
every  respect.  Test  runs  may  be 
eiven  both  before  a  final  policy  is 
decided,  he  said. 

Studio  huddles  earlier  were  sched- 
uled for  January.  Wobber  expects 
to  stay  over  at  the  studio  for  a 
while,  clean  up  some  other  business 
at  Coast  branches  and  spend  Christ- 
mas with  his  family  in  San  Fran- 
cisco before  returning  here  about 
Jan.  1.  Kent  and  McCarthv  will 
probably  return  East  next  week-end. 


HITTING  DELAY,  COURT 
ASKS  NEW  RKO  PLAN 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

record"  in  that  it  was  the  oldest 
proceeding  in   the  District   Coui't. 

These  statements  were  made  af- 
ter H.  C.  Rickaby,  attorney  for  At- 
las, requested  a  two-week  a(  irn- 
ment,  stating  that  George  J.  ftohae- 
fer,  president  of  RKO,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  directors  on  Monday  had  made 
a  report  approving  the  proposed 
agreement,  but  that  a  number  of 
directors  had  requested  additional 
information  before  agreeing  upon  a 
price  for  the  new  stock.  Rickaby 
told  Judge  Bondy  that  another  meet- 
ing of  directors  was  scheduled  for 
Friday  to  consider  the  agreement 
further  and  that  he  was  thoroughly 
convinced  that  every  effort  would  be 
made  to  expedite  matters.  The  new 
conditions  created  by  the  war  "have 
been  met  and  surmounted  by  the 
company,"  he  added. 

Judge  Bondy,  in  allowing  only  a 
one  week  adjournment,  declared  that 
the  plan  of  reorganization  did  not 
call  for  approval  by  the  directors 
of  the  underwriting  agreement  and 
that  the  delay  was,  he  felt,  unneces- 
sary. All  that  it  required,  he  said, 
was  his  approval.  He  suggested  that 
Atlas,  regardless  of  any  stand  taken 
by  the  directors,  should  submit  its 
proposed  agreement  to  him  at  the 
next  hearing,  and  if  it  proved  "a 
liberal  offer."  the  cou^t  would  ap- 
prove it.  Otherwise,  hr  added,  the 
court  would  not  and  would  probably 
ask  the  trustee  to  prepare  his  own 
agreement. 

The  next  hearing  will  be  held  on 
Dec.  12  at  2:30  P.M.  in  the  Federal 
court  house. 

Attorneys,  when  they  heard  of  the 
sdjournment,  intimated  that  the 
cause  for  the  delay  was  the  fact 
that  Atlas  was  awaiting  a  decision 
by  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  on  a 
writ  of  certiorari  for  leave  to  appeal 
from  the  order  confirming  the  plan. 
If  the  Supreme  Court  denies  the 
writ,  there  can  be  no  further  appeal 
from  that  order.  On  the  other  hand, 
;f  granted,  indicating  a  serious  ques- 
tion, the  validity  of  the  reorg.  pro- 
ceedings will  be  in  doubt  for  three 
or  four  months,  pending  the  high 
court's  decision.  A  decision  on  ap- 
plication for  leave  to  appeal  is  ex- 
pected shortly,  probably  on  Monday 
next. 


Wright  to  Speak  at  Yale 

New  Haven — Earl  Wright,  Twen- 
tieth-Fox salesman,  will  address  the 
Foremen's  Club  at  Yale  on  "Facts 
Historical  and  Otherwise  About  the 
Movies."  in  the  Romance  of  New 
Haven    Industries    series,    today. 


It's  Bonus  Time 

Richmond,  Va. — The  Pitts  Circuit  will 
give  a  Christian  bonus  to  all  of  their 
employes  on  Dec.  IS.  The  bonus  will 
equal  a  week's  pay. 


2  H      W       ^  A  T  H       ST 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


>  not  ^0py 


^£TM 


OV/pt 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


**?  DAILY- 


VOu  76,  NO.  Ill 


NEW  YORK,  THURSDAY.  DECEMBER  7,  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


I/.  5.  Distribs.  Will  Seek  Changes  in  Spanish  Decree 

CALL  FINAL  CONFAB  FOR  SAT.  ON  GN  FINANCING 

Urges  Round  Table  Discussion  of  Radio  Competition 


Mich.     Allied      Prexy     Sees 

Broadcasters  "Warring" 

on  Film  Theaters 

A  move  whereby  motion  picture 
and  radio  interests  could  get  to- 
gether on  the  issue  of  competition 
with  each  other  is  advocated  by  Ray 
Branch,  head  of  Michigan  Allied,  in 
a  letter  to  trade  paper  editors. 
Realizing  that  the  competition  is 
becoming  more  and  more  serious, 
Branch  asserted  that  an  actual  "war" 
was  being  waged  by  radio  against 
the  motion  picture  theater  as  a 
medium    of   entertainment. 

The  situation  was  brought  home 
to  him,  Branch  said,  when  a  patron 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


TORONTO  MERCHANTS 
IN  PREMIUM  REVOLT 


Toronto  —  Merchant  "uprising" 
against  exhib.  use  of  premiums,  ram- 
pant here,  is  being  openly  talked. 
Nabe  shopkeepers  in  particular  are 
restive  under  the  theaters'  wide- 
spread use  of  china,  oven  ware,  sil- 
verware, etc.,  etc.,  claiming  that  the 
practice  is  hurting  their  own  trade. 
Too  many  folks  are  shopping  for 
their  Christmas  gifts  at  the  the- 
aters, the  merchants  contend.      Or- 

(Continucd  on  Page  3) 


Nick-Weston  Lose  in  Two 
Appeals  Court  Decisions 

St.  Louis — Court  of  Appeals  yes- 
terday handed  down  two  decisions 
adverse  to  the  Nick-Weston  faction 
and  Local  143,  Operators.  One 
denied  application  for  writ  of  man- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 

$4,000  in  Giveaways  Will 
Fight  Pre-Christmas  Drop 

Fabian  theaters  on  Staten  Island 
will  try  to  beat  the  pre-Christmas 
week  b.o.  slump  with  cash  and 
merchandise  giveaways.  Working 
with  Harry  Black,  district  manager, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


FCC  May  Conduct  Hearings  on  Television 

Report  to  Ascertain  Public's  Reactions 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 
Washington — The    FCC    is    giving   serious   consideration    to    the    question   of    holding 
public  hearings  on  the  recent  Television  Committee  report  favoring,  among  other  things, 
limited  commercialization  before  taking  final  action,   it  was  learned  yesterday  . 

Hearings,  if  held,  will  be  designed  to  test  public  sentiment  on  the  television  ques- 
tion. 


THOMAS  JOINS  MONO.  EXCHANGE  WORKERS 
IN  BRANCH  OPERATION    MAY  ASK  10%  MORE 


Harry  Thomas  has  joined  Mono- 
gram in  the  operation  of  the  com- 
pany-owned branches  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Washington  and 
will  act  as  general  manager  of  these 
units.  His  association  with  Mono- 
eram  was  announced  by  President 
W.  Ray  Johnston  prior  to  the  lat- 
ter's  departture  for  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
where  he  will  attend  the  world  pre- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Philly  Variety  Club  Gala 
Dinner  Calls  N.  Y.  Execs. 


Philadelphia — Variety  Club's  gala 
dinner  at  the  Bellevue-Stratford 
here  Sunday  will  attract  a  sizeable 
New  York  delegation.  Dais  reser- 
vations   include    Frank    C.    Walker, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


With  conferences  between  the  dis- 
tributors and  the  exchange  work- 
ers union  starting  at  11  a.m.  today 
at  the  Warner  office  to  discuss  a 
new  contract,  definite  information 
as  to  the  amount  of  wage  increase 
that  will  be  asked  was  unobtainable 
last  night,  but  it  was  believed  to 
scale  around  10  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  seven  regional  rep- 
resentatives of  the  IATSE  unions 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

McConville  Flies  Tomorrow 
for  Latin-American  Meets 


J.  A.  McConville,  Columbia  for- 
eign  manager,  leaves  by  plane  for 
Argentina  tomorrow  to  hold  meet- 
ings in  Buenos  Aires  with  company 
managei's  from  Brazil,  Chile,  Peru 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


U.  S.  Companies  Ask  Modification 
of  Provisions  of  Spanish  Pix  Decree 


Joint  Tele  Standards  Com. 
Lines  Up  AAAA  Objectives 

Meeting  was  held  yesterday  by  the 
joint  television  standards  commit- 
tee of  the  4  A's  to  line  up  its  ob- 
jectives and  discuss  jurisdiction,  in 
the  television  field  before  starting 
enforcement  of  its  "code."  Equity's 
fight  to  control  the  field  is  reported 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


By  DIEGO  CASTEL 

Madrid  (By  Cable) — American  dis- 
tribs. are  virtually  certain  to  seek 
modification  of  the  new  Government 
decree  covering  films  when  repre- 
sentatives of  the  U.  S.  companies 
operating  in  Spain  confer  with  a 
Government  commission  this  week. 

While  the  decree  has  been  pub- 
lished, it  is  not  as  yet  operative. 
Several    of    the    provisions    are    re- 

(Contintied  on  Page  3) 


Hammons  Plans  to  Raise  Re- 
volving   Prod'n    Fund    of 

$500,000-$l,  000,000 

A  conference  between  E.  W.  Ham- 
mons, Grand  National  prexy.  T.  K. 
Stevenson,  Erpi  chieftain,  J.  Ahearn, 
RFC  representative,  Referee  Peter 
B.  Olney,  Jr.,  Patrick  E.  Shanahan, 
chairman  of  the  Grand  National 
creditors'  committee,  and  Joseph 
Dannenberg,  counsel  for  the  commit- 
tee, will  be  called  for  this  Saturday 
to  reach  a  definite  conclusion  on  at- 
tempts to  negotiate  a  $600,000  loan 
for  Grand  National,  it  was  agreed 
yesterday  at  a  hearing  on  the  reor- 
ganization proceedings  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  conference  will  be  held,  if  pos- 
sible, on  the  insistence  of  Referee 
Olney,  who  stated  "that  it  seemed  to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

APRIL  ATLANTIC  CITY 
CONCLAVE  FOR  SMPE 


The  SMPE  Board  of  Governors 
has  set  Atlantic  City  as  the  scene  of 
the  46th  Semi-Annual  Convention  to 
be  held  April  22-25,  in  the  Chalfonte- 
Haddon  Hall  Hotel. 

W.  C.  Kunzmann,  convention 
vice-president,  is  completing  tenta- 
tive arrangements  for  the  meeting. 
The    Papers    Committee,    under    the 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


LaGuardia  Says  Plan  Will 
Make  Hollyw'd  Look  Sick 

"We  have  the  most  ambitious  plan 
that  will  make  Hollywood  look  sick 
if  we  can  tempt  the  producers  to 
come  here,"  Mayor  F.  H.  LaGuardia 
declared    at    the    City    Club    yester- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Metro  Seeks  Shorts  to  Run 
With  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


M-G-M  execs,  have  been  screening 
short  subjects  daily  in  an  effort  to 
find  the  most  suitable  reel  or  reels 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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Buys  "Vagabond  King" 

West    Coast    Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  M-G-M  has  bought 
"Vagabond  King"  from  Paramount 
as  a  stellar  vehicle  for  Nelson  Eddy. 


SAFETY|  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  fey  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Grainger  Off  for  Coast  Special  Session  of  Penn. 

With  10  Stops  En  Route  Legislature  Held  Likely 


James  R.  Grainger,  Republic's 
president,  left  New  York  last  night 
on  an  extended  business  trip  to 
the  Coast,  where  he  will  spend  the 
holidays  with  his  family.  He  plans 
to  travel  by  plane  on  the  trans-con- 
tinental swing  which  will  bring  him 
back  to  the  home  office  early  in 
January. 

Buffalo  will  be  Grainger's  first 
stop  on  the  westward  leg,  and  he  will 
then  continue  to  Detroit,  Chicago, 
Milwaukee,  Des  Moines,  Kansas 
City,  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City,  Seat- 
tle, Portland,  San  Francisco  and  Los 
Angeles.  On  the  return  trip,  he  will 
successively  visit  Dallas,  New  Or- 
leans and  Atlanta. 


Kellenberg  Testimonial 

Dinner  Set  for  Jan.  29 


Pittsburgh  —  Testimonial  dinner 
will  be  tendered  C.  C.  Kellenberg, 
sales  manager  for  the  local  20th 
Century-Fox  branch,  on  Jan.  29,  at 
the  William  Penn  Hotel,  in  celebra- 
tion of  his  20th  anniversary  with 
the  company.  Affair  is  being  spon- 
sored by  a  committee  of  exhibitors 
in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  terri- 
tory, of  which  Harry  Kalmine,  zone 
manager  for  Warner  Theaters  here, 
is  general  chairman. 


Ky.  Legislature  to  Get 

Amusement  Tax  Cut  Bill 


Louisville,  Ky. — A  bill  to  lower 
Kentucky's  amusement  tax,  highest 
of  its  kind  in  the  land,  will  be 
placed  before  the  1940  General  As- 
sembly. 


Added   Horlacher  Rights 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Hoi'lacher  De- 
livery Service,  Inc.,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  been  granted  additional  rights 
by  the  Public  Utility  Commission  to 
transport  property  generally,  ex- 
cluding household  goods  in  use,  con- 
ditioned upon  shipments  starting  or 
terminating  in  the  metropolitan  Phil- 
adelphia area. 


Local  644  Elects 

Election  of  officers  of  Local  644, 
international  photographers  IATSE, 
held  this  week  saw  all  incumbent 
officers  re-elected.  Harold  Muller, 
president;  Charles  Downs,  business 
agent;  Frank  Kirby,  treasurer;  and 
Jay  Rescher,  secretary,  were  unop- 
posed  for   re-election. 


Wilk  To  Speak  Today 

Jacob  Wilk,  Warner  story  dept. 
head,  will  be  guest  of  honor  and 
principal  speaker  at  Emma  Mills' 
Book  and  Play  Luncheon  today  at 
the  Biltmore  Hotel.  His  topic  will 
be   "The   Theater   Goes   American." 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — Gov.  Arthur  H. 
James,  who  returned  this  week  from 
a  hunting  trip  to  Texas,  was  hope- 
ful that  business  recovery  and  WPA 
employment  increases  will  alleviate 
any  critical  need  for  additional  re- 
lief financing  at  a  special  session 
of  the  legislature,  but  said  "It  is 
rather  difficult  to  avoid  a  special  ses- 
sion sometime  in  1940,  if  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  transfer 
funds." 

In  the  event  of  a  special  session 
to  meet  relief  needs,  it  is  extremely 
likely  that  an  emergency  amusement 
tax  will  be  adopted.  Two  one-cent 
amusement  tax  measures,  however, 
were  defeated  at  the  1939  regular 
session.  One  of  these  proposed  bills 
was  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  relief  needs,  while  the  other 
was  to  meet  proposed  increases  in 
teachers'  salaries. 


K. 


C.  Premiere  Crowd  Seals 
Entrances  of  Four  Houses 


Kansas  City  —  World  premiere  of 
Warners'  "A  Child  Is  Born"  at  the 
Newman  Theater  here  saw  the  down- 
town area  jammed  with  a  crowd 
estimated  at  50,000.  Line  of  6,000 
outside  the  house  extended  for  10 
city  blocks,  sealing  the  entrances  to 
to  four  theaters  on  the  same  side 
of  Main  St.  Of  2,000  in  the  premiere 
audience,  1,900  were  brought  into  the 
world  by  the  city's  oldest  physician, 
Dr.  Caleb  A.  Ritter,  88,  honored  at 
the  opening. 

"A  Child  is  Born"  topped  the 
"Dodge  City"  opening  gross  by 
$200,   theater  reported    yesterday. 


Counsel  for  Majors  Still 

Drafting  Interrogatories 

Counsel  for  Paramount,  20th-Fox 
and  Warners  continued  yesterday 
the  preparation  of  interrogatories  in 
the  current  New  York  equity  action 
brought  by  the  Government.  The 
new  interrogatories  are  described  as 
"voluminous,"  their  scope  necessi- 
tating the  delay  in  serving  them. 
RKO  recently  served  its  interroga- 
tories. 


Landau  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
day for  William  Landau,  former 
manager  of  the  Heights  Theater, 
New  York,  who  died  Tuesday  night. 
Services  will  be  held  from  the  River- 
side Chapel. 


Will   File  on   Monday 

Chicago — Defense  findings  in  fact 
and  conclusions  of  law  in  the  B  &  K- 
majors  criminal  contempt  action  will 
be  filed  on  Monday.  D  of  J's  answer 
will  be  ready  in  15  days. 


Ungerman  Burial  in  Albany  Mrs.  Neilson  Under  Knife 

Albany— Interment    services    were  Mrs.     Rutgers     Neilson,     wife     of 

held  here  for  Arthur  Ungerman,  46,  RKO's  publicity  director,  is  recover- 

Detroit  rep.  of  Price  Premiums,  who  ing  from   an   operation   in    St.   Vin- 

died  suddenly  in  Chicago,  cent's  Hospital. 


COfllMG  MID  GOinG 


WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS.  Metro's  general  sales 
manager,  returned  to  the  home  office  yesterday 
from  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON,  Monogram  prexv  baves 
Phoenix  tomorrow  for  Hollywood,  returr'ul"  tiere 
Dec.    20. 

LOU  SMITH,  Columbia's  Coast  publicity  chief- 
tain, has  arrived  here  for  a  10-day  stay  for 
h.o.   advertising  huddles. 

J.  A.  McCONVILLE,  Columbia's  foreign  man- 
ager, leaves  New  York  tomorrow  for  South 
America. 

MERLE  POTTER,  film  critic  for  the  Minne- 
apolis  Times-Tribune,    is   at   the   St.    Moritz. 

HOWARD  BENEDICT,  RKO  producer,  and 
MRS.    BENEDICT,    are    here    for   a    vacation. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  HARRY  GOETZ  and 
MAX  CORDON  have  returned  to  New  York 
from    Washington. 

JAMES  R.  CRAINCER,  Republic  prexy,  left 
New  York  last  night  for  a  five  weeks'  busi- 
ness  trip  which   will   take   him   to   the   Coast. 

EDDIE  GRAINGER,  who  has  been  in  New  York 
in  search  of  story  material,  is  scheduled  to  re- 
turn  to   the   Coast  early   next  week   by   plane. 

HAL   HORNE    leaves   for   the   Coast   tomorrow. 

FRANK  STICH.  RKO-Radio  exploiteer,  left 
New  York  last  night  for  upstate  cities  in  be- 
half of  company's  "Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame." 

SOL  LESSER  returns  to  the  Coast  today  after 
a   two-week  stay. 

WALTON  C.  AMENT,  Pathe  News  editor, 
has  left  for  Florida  to  survey  possibilities  for 
short   subjects   and    newsreel   stories. 

ILONA  MASSEY  arrives  from  the  Coast  to- 
morrow. 

ERIC  VON  STROHEIM  arrived  here  this  week 
via    Clipper. 

ARTHUR  LEONARD,  vice-president  of  Len- 
wal  Productions,  has  returned  from  a  business 
trip   to   Dallas. 

WILLIAM  COETZ,  20th-Fox  exec,  and  his 
wife,  arrive  here  tomorrow  morning  from  Hol- 
lywood   for   a    vacation. 

TITO  CUIZAR  leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow  for 
a  personal  appearance  tour  that  will  ultimately 
bring  hfm   to  New  York. 

PANDRO  BERMAN  is  due  here  after  the  first 
of   the   year  from   the   Coast. 

JAMES  ROOSEVELT  has  left  New  York  for 
Hollywood. 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  leaves  Hollywood  next 
week  for  a  three-week  stay  on  his  farm  in 
Connecticut. 

EDITH  HEAD,  fashion  designer,  arrives  here 
this   week   from   Hollywood  for  a  vacation. 

JOHN  GOLDEN  has  left  for  Miami  for  a 
week's  stay. 

FORTUNE  GALLO  arrives  here  tomorrow  from 
Miami. 

MURIEL  HUTCHINSON  has  returned  from  the 
Coast  after  completing  an  assignment  for  Metro. 

ROBERT  SCHLESS,  European  general  manager 
for  Warners  arrived  yesterday  in  Stockholm,  from 
Copenhagen. 


Brown  Hurt  in  Crash 

West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY, 

Hollywood — Joe  E.  Brown  escaped 
with  minor  cuts  in  an  auto  collision 
yesterday. 


"N.  W.  Passage"  a  Special 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  M-G-M    will    release 
"Northwest  Passage"  as  a  special. 


You'll  find  it  in 
THE  1940 

FILM  YEAR  BOOK 


Out  Next  Month 
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FOR  ROUND  TABLE  TALK 
!  ON  RADIO  COMPETISH 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

informed  him  that  a  radio  commen- 
tate was  urging  his  listeners  to 
sta'^t  home  and  be  entertained  by 
screen  personalities. 

"Statements  like  this  one,"  Branch 
wrote,  "cannot  go  unchallenged  for 
long  or  we  will  all  have  the  answer 
to  our  query  as  to  what  happened 
to  our  business." 

Branch  declared  that  the  screen 
star  must  either  protect  the  invest- 
ment of  the  industry  or  should  get 
out  of  it. 

"We  had  better  have  some  round 
table  discussion  before  it  is  too  late 
to  do  anything  about  it,"  Branch 
said,  "because  it  is  fast  growing 
into  a  nightly  succession  of  out- 
standing attractions  and  is  having 
telling  effects  on  our  box-offices.  If 
we  must  go  to  war  against  this 
thing,  let's  do  it  before  the  enemy 
gets  so  powerful  that  we  are  licked 
before  we  start." 

"And  in  bringing  this  to  your 
attention  let  me  say  in  conclusion, 
all  you  have  to  do  is  to  stay  at 
home  for  one  week,  and  tune  in  on 
the  leading  stations  on  your  radio, 
and  you  will  probably  be  able  to 
figure  out  just  why  you  are  in  the 
red,  and  you  will  find  out  that  some- 
body has  borrowed  your  franchise 
to  take  your  business  away  from 
you,  and  it  is  not  a  competitive  the- 
ater either." 


Philly  Variety  Club  Gala 
Dinner  Calls  N.  Y.  Execs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

George  J.  Schaefer,  William'  F. 
Rodgers,  Ned  Depinet,  Jack  Cohn, 
James  R.  Grainger,  William  A. 
Scully,  Joseph  Bernhard,  A.  Mon- 
tague, George  White  and  Fred  War- 
ing. 

Jimmy  Walker  will  be  toast- 
master,  Milton  Berle,  ringmaster. 
Speakers  will  include  Senator  Bur- 
ton K.  Wheeler  and  Gilbert  Seldes. 
Entertainment  program  calls  for 
Abbott  and  Costello,  Ben  Blue,  Ann 
Miller,  Ella  Logan,  Bill  Robinson 
and  Ruth  Chatterton. 


Metro  Seeks  Shorts  to  Run 
With  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  showing  on  the  same  program 
with  "Gone  With  the  Wind."  They 
have  been  combing  their  own  short 
product  with  care  in  order  to  find 
subjects  that  will  balance  perfectly 
with  the  Selznick  feature.  Selec- 
tions are  expected  to  be  announced 
next  week. 


Brain  Teaser 

Why  S.  Barret  McCormick,  Harry 
Goerz  and  Max  Cordon  went  to  Wash- 
ington a  coupla  days  ago  to  make  pre- 
liminary arrangements  for  "Abe  Lincoln 
In  Illinois."  you'll  find  out  in  about  24 
hours.     They're   back   in   town   now. 


•  •      •     TODAY it's  off  to  Buffalo where  the  co-operative 

poll  of  the  Courier-Express with  THE  FILM  DAILY to  determine 

the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1939 is  in  full  swing under  the  annual 

aegis  of  W.  E.  J.  Martin the  divining  film  editor of  Buffalo's 

First  Newspaper We  say  divining  in  a  two-fold  sense for  Mis- 
ter  Martin    not    only    probes    his    multitudinous    followers for    their 

views  as  to  the  Ten  Best but  also  does  some  crystal-gazing  per- 
sonally along  this  line 

T  T  T 

•  *      •     IT  might  be  appropriate if  the  Martin  followers 

were  to  characterize  him  as  Father  Divin-ing for  last  year 

he  polished  up  the  die  crystal  globe took  a  good  squint 

and  summarily   sent  his  personal   ballot   to   THE   FILM   DAILY 

and,  By  Jupiter,  it  turned  out  later  that  W.  E.  J.'s  selections 

of  the  Ten  Best conformed  exactly  with  the  final  list  of  pix 

picked  nationally One  of  his  followers  duplicated  the  feat 

and  19  scored  nine-out-of-ten which  is  nothing  to 

sneeze  at 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     FILM  fans  participating  in  the  Courier-Express'  current  poll 

are   goin'    great   guns   after   the   several   prizes   offered The 

winner    whose    list    most    closely    approximates.    IN    THE    ORDER    OF 

SELECTION,   the   National   Poll   of   FILM   DAILY gleans    52   double 

admish  Tickets to  Shea's  Buffalo through  the  courtesy  of  Buf- 
falo   Theaters.    Inc.,    the    Shea    circuit Cash    awards    posted    total 

S70,  ranging  from  $25  down  to  $1 Then.  too.  from  sixth  place  to 

thirteenth,  inclusive,  there   are  tickets  for  Shea's   Kensington,  Elmwood, 

North  Park,  Kenmore,  Roosevelt,  Seneca  or  Bellevue plus  a  flock  of 

consolation  prizes All  eight  counties  in  the  territory  are  participating 

To  judge  the  ballots,  a  committee  composed  of  the  Courier-Express' 

editor.  Burrows  Matthews;  Frank  J.  Clancy,  business  manager;  and  Mis- 
ter Martin  himself is  serving That  tie-ballots  can  be  elimin- 
ated as  far  as  possible ....  the  voters  accompany  their  lists  of  selections 

with  a  statement  of  25   words  or  less specifying   which   pix 

they  liked  best,  and  why 


•      •      •     SO  heavy  is  the  in-pouring  of  ballots that  more 

than  7,000  are  expected  to  be  in  hand  by  Dec.  27 when  the 

Buffalo  poll  closes Early  returns,  we  understand,  reveal  that 

Western  New  York  folks are  concentrating  votes  largely  on 

30   pix Get   that? We   repeat, — 30   pix! which   is    a 

rousing  answer  to  the  sourpusses who  yowl  about  the  qual- 
ity of  Hollywood  productions! It  might  make  it  easier  for 

John  Q.  Public  if  asked  this  year  to  pick  the  Thirty  Best 


•  •      •     ANOTHER    interesting    Courier-Express    Poll    sidelight 

is  the  reported  neck-and-neck  battle  of  the  ballots  at  this  stage 

twixt  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips"  and  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington" 

Still  a  further  sidelight  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  the   experience   of 

the    Courier-Express    in    the    Ten    Best    poll    of    former    years that 

women  are  more  interested  than  men  in  expressing  their  choices 

Hence,  the  fate  of  films  is  dependent  upon  womankind 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     BUT,  hell! aren't  we  all? 
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WILL  SEEK  CHANGES 
IN  SPANISH  DEGREE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

garded  as  extremely  onerous  by  the 
American   film  interests. 

Under  the  decree  it  is  stipulated 
that  90  per  cent  of  all  imported 
films  must  be  dubbed  in  Spanish,  in 
Spain,  one  picture  must  be  produced 
here  for  every  10  imported;  all  im- 
ports are  subject  to  Government  li- 
censing; and  half  of  all  revenue 
e2rned  from  pictures  produced  here 
and  exhibited  in  other  countries 
must  be  returned  here.  However, 
the  Government  will  allow  unlimited 
use  of  blocked  currencies  here  for 
establishment  of  studios  and  produc- 
tion in  this  country,  but  no  mention 
is  made  in  the  decree  of  foreign 
exchange  payments  for  future  im- 
ports, nor  is  any  direct  reference 
made  to  current  payments  of  funds 
"ow  held  in  banks. 

Benjamin  Miggins,  European  man- 
aging director  for  20th-Fox,  re- 
cently conferred  here  with  govern- 
ment officials,  and  is  understood  to 
be  transmitting  a  report  to  the  U. 
S.  Some  50  import  licenses  have  been 
recently  granted  to  American  com- 
panies, but  with  a  double  bill  policy 
prevalent  in  the  country  it  is  doubt- 
ful how  long  this  supply  of  films 
will  last,  with  old  releases  played 
during  the  war  still  being  exhibited 
here. 

Decision  on  policy  to  be  taken  by 
the  American  companies  is  believed 
to  hinse  on  the  outcome  of  the  im- 
pending negotiations.  It  is  doubt- 
ful that  the  decree  in  its  present 
form  will  be  accepted,  according  to 
sources  close  to  the  situation. 


Toronto  Merchants  Revolt 
on  Premiums  in  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ganized  mass  meeting  to  protest  is 
in  prospect.  Store  owners  are  con- 
sidering a  complaint  to  the  city 
that  the  theaters  are  licensed  only 
to  present  entertainment,  and  that 
in  charging  a  service  fee  for  prem- 
iums and  giveaways  they  are  ac- 
tually engaging  in  retail  trade.  In- 
cidentally, that  service  charge  now 
is  as  low  as  two  cents. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to    the   following   on    their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER    7 

M.  J.   O'Toole 

A.  M.  Brentinger 

Elsie    Allen 

Lee    Marcus 

Marcella  Albani 


CHRISTMAS 
BUSINESS! 
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Lewis  STONE)  MICKEY  110  ON  EY 

Ci  PARKER  fayHOLDEN 


W|M  Sunt  «uf  term  n,,  ¥,   CtkVmf  Wil»00 

Directed  by  GEORGE  B.  SE1TZ 


a  ^etK^otduH/fi-ftae/et  picture 


NATIONAL 
AD  CAMPAIGN 
READERSHIP 
27,985,612 
Full  pages  in 
Saturday  Evening 
Post,  Life, 
Collier's 


Christmas  is 

laughing  time  — 

M-G-M  is  the  one  company 

that  has  the  happy  show 

that's  swell  for  the  whole  family. 

Screen  "JUDGE  HARDY  &  SON" 

and  you'll  see  that 

it's  the  best  of  the  series! 

Perfectly  timed  for  profits! 

Simultaneous  holiday  bookings 

are  setting  a  new  record! 


NEW  YEAR'S 

BUSINESS! 


(where   there's  wine,    women    and  song!) 


9&W.EDDY 

ILONA  MASSEY 

CharlieRUGGLES  Fronk  MORGAN  LionelAT W I LI 

C.  Aubrey  SMITH  Joyce  COMPTON  Dalies  FRANTZ  EEEE JEE™^  " 
a  Melrq-(/o/(/w(/n^\ecyci  picture    .mm*  ..  reinhcrd  schunzsi  »<*.<■»•'  m.mmi  *iwk*m 


NATIONAL 

AD  CAMPAIGN 

READERSHIP 

50,411,083 

Full  pages  in 

Ladies'  Home  Journal, 

Woman's  Home 

Companion,  McCall's, 

Cosmopolitan, 

American,  Redbook 


New  Year's  Hit  1938 -"Rosalie" 
New  Year's  Hit  1939 -"Sweethearts" 
New  Year's  Hit  1940 -"BALALAIKA" 
M-G-M  knows  that  the  New  Year's 
crowds  want  gayety,  music,  laughter! 
There  never  has  been  a 
greater  holiday  attraction 
than  rousing,  romantic  "BALALAIKA" 
No  other  company  has  available  such  a 
gala,  gorgeous  screen  celebration! 
It's  booked  nationwide!  Watch! 
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EXCHANGE  WORKERS 
MAY  ASK  10%  MORE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

throughout  the  country,  Richard 
Walsh,  Louis  Krouse  and  John  Gate- 
lee,  IA  international  officers,  will 
sit  in  with  the  major  sales  manag- 
ers or  their  assistants.  Master  base 
contract  covering  all  exchange  work- 
ers throughout  the  country  will  be 
negotiated,  with  wage  scales  and 
conditions  principal  items  on  the 
agenda. 


4,000-5,000  Studio  Workers 
to  Benefit  by  10%  Increase 

Between  four  and  five  thousand 
studio  workers  were  affected  by  the 
10  per  cent  wage  increase  granted 
by  the  producers  this  week  to  sig- 
natories of  the  basic  pact,  exclud- 
ing the  musicians  who  did  not  ask 
for  an  increase,  it  was  stated  yes- 
terday. With  the  laborers  and 
plasterers  brotherhoods  admitted  to 
the  pact  at  the  meeting,  affiliates 
now  total  six.  Parley  between  the 
musicians  and  the  producers  to  try 
to  work  out  a  method  of  increas- 
ing the  employment  of  musicians  in 
film  houses  will  probably  take  place 
next  Spring. 


Would  This  be  STIFF  Competition? 

Something  to  Wonder  About  Department:  A  weekly  bulletin  on  short  subjects 
issued  by  Interstate  circuit  of  Texas  described  a  campaign  on  M-G-M's  "Drunk  Driv- 
ing" as  follows:  "Wally  Akin  of  Abilene  had  'Drunk  Driving'  booked  on  a  selected 
playdate  and  then  proceeded  to  let  his  town  know  about  it.  Wally  promoted  a  wrecked 
car  to   display   and   later   found   the   bodies   of   the   victims   still   in   the   car." 


$4,000  in  Giveaways  Will 
Fight  Pre-Christmas  Drop 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Edgar  Goth,  publicity  director, 
managers  have  tied  up  with  co-op- 
erating merchants  for  approximately 
$4,000  in  cash  and  prizes. 

George  Evans  of  the  St.  George 
Theater  has  a  $1,000  giveaway  set 
with  a  local  Lighting  Wares  Co.; 
John  Firnkoess,  mgr.  of  Paramount, 
in  co-operation  with  Royal  Diamond 
Watch  Co.  is  giving  away  $1,000  in 
merchandise  prizes;  George  Trilling, 
Ritz  Theater  manager,  tying  up  with 
local  men's  clothing  store  is  giving 
away  $300  in  cash;  Sig  Kasse  of  the 
Capitol,  working  with  the  local  busi- 
nessmen's association  has  arranged 
to  distribute  over  $500  in  gifts;  Elihu 
Glass  at  the  Liberty  is  giving  away 
turkeys  and  poultry  in  gift  baskets 
totaling  $300;  Art  Lane  and  Roy 
Sherkey  of  the  Strand  and  Stadium 
Theaters  respectively  in  co-opera- 
tion with  their  local  businessmen's 
associations  promoted  $500  in  mer- 
chandise gifts. 


"I'll  add  criminal  libel  to  what  I've 
already  got  on  you  and  I'll  make  it 
stick  tight  enough  to  keep  you  in  the 
State  pen  for  the  rest  of  your  life." 


MP'    ■  >W 
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MAIN  STREET  LAWYER" 


with 


EDWARD  ELLIS  •  ANITA  LOUISE 

HAROLD  HUBER*  ROBERT  BALDWIN  •  BEVERLY  ROBERTS 

A  Republic  Picture 


McConville  Flies  Tomorrow 
for  Latin-American  Meets 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Argentina.  En  route,  McCon- 
ville will  make  stop-overs  at  Cristo- 
bal, Lima  and  Santiago.  Trip  marks 
the  continuation  of  the  itinerary 
planned  last  September,  when  the 
exec,  attended  the  Columbia  con- 
vention in  Havana,  but  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  war. 

In  Buenos  Aires,  McConville  will 
confer  with  Home  Office  Supervisor 
for  Latin-America,  Charles  Roberts, 
who  is  already  in  that  territory. 
Louis  Goldstein,  supervisor  of  Ar- 
gentine, Brazil  and  Chile,  A.  M. 
Noye,  general  manager  of  Brazil,  E. 
Lopez,  manager  of  Chile  and  M. 
Ehrenreich,  Peru  manager,  are 
others  who  will  attend  the  meetings. 


LaGuardia  Says  Plan  Will 

Make  Hollyw'd  Look  Sick 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

day  in  response  to  a  question  as  to 
what  was  transpiring  in  the  cam- 
paign to  restore  New  York  as  a 
producing  center. 

"We  have  been  in  conference  with 
every  branch  of  the  industry,"  the 
Mayor  added,  indicating  that  his 
conferences  had  not  been  restricted 
to  production  and  union  interests. 

LaGuardia  had  one  last  shaft: 
"And  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that 
even  if  the  industry  does  come,  I 
shall  continue  to  live  with  my  own 
wife." 

City  Club  is  primarily  interested 
in  civic  affairs. 

State  Labor  Federation 
Backs  Production  in  N.  Y. 

Albany — New  York  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor's  annual  fall  meeting, 
currently  in  session  here  to  set  a 
legislative  program  for  next  year, 
yesterday  heard  Sal  J.  Scoppa,  busi- 
ness agent  of  the  studio  mechanics 
local  in  New  York,  outline  the  pro- 
posed plan  for  Eastern  production 
which  Mayor  Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia 
is  now  backing,  and  the  body  pledged 
its  entire  support  to  the  project. 


SMPE's  April  Conclave 

is  Set  for  Atlantic  City 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

direction  of  J.  I.  Crabtree,  editor- 
ial vice-president,  and  Sylvan  Har- 
ris, Papers  Committee  chairman,  has 
already  begun  its  work  of  prepar- 
ing the  papers  program.  Members 
of  the  Society  who  are  preparing 
papers  for  the  convention  are  re- 
quested to  communicate  with  the 
Society's  office  as  early  as  possible. 


GALL  FINAL  CONFAB 
ON  GN  FINANCING 


More  Guns,  More  Biz 
So  Theater  Reopens 

Watervliet — Empire  Theater,  closed 
here  for  two  years,  reopens  tomorrow 
after  remodeling  under  the  operation  of 
J.  Monticup  and  C.  Yachwak,  newcomers 
to  the  exhib.  biz.  Reopening  is  attrib- 
uted to  biz  pick-up  due  to  recent  in- 
creased employment  at  the  U.  S.  arsenal 
here. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

him  that  Erpi  and  the  RFC  were  at- 
tempting to  pass  the  buck  tdurt  ch 
other  regarding  the  loan  and  that 
definite  progress  was  not  evident." 
At  the  same  time,  the  hearing  was 
adjourned  to  Monday  at  10:30  to 
await  the  results  of  the  Saturday 
huddle. 

It  was  learned  at  the  hearing  that 
Hammons  had  told  the  creditors 
committee  that  in  addition  to  the 
$600,000  loan,  he  was  planning  to 
raise  between  $500,000  and  $1,000,- 
000  as  a  revolving  production  fund 
to  insure  continued  operation  on  a 
profitable  basis.  Of  this  sum,  it  was 
stated,  Hammons  intended  to  obtain 
$250,000  from  a  party  named  Alex- 
ander Berglos,  and  another  $250,- 
000  from  a  Joseph  Sussowitz. 

These  funds  were  to  be  received 
on  the  same  basis  as  a  rumored  deal 
with  Felt  &  Co.  The  difficulty  with 
raising  a  $600,000  loan  was  due  to 
the  fact,  Hammons  said,  that  cer- 
tain secured  creditors  must  first  sign 
standby  agreements  under  which 
they  would  have  to  forego  receiving 
payments  until  the  new  loan  was 
satisfied.  These  creditors  are,  he 
said,  Educational,  top  executives  of 
Grand  National,  Lloyd  Wright  and 
Jack  Skirball.  The  original  resolu- 
tion of  the  RFC  calls  for  these  agree- 
ments, it  was  revealed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Erpi,  it  was 
said,  will  not  extend  a  loan  of  $100,- 
000  until  the  RFC  approves  the  ap- 
plication and  all  details  are  cleared 
up.  Referee  Olney  stated  that  the 
committee  had  been  kept  in  the  dark 
about  these  difficulties  and  that  it 
was  imperative  that  a  conference  be 
called  so  that  they  might  be  straight- 
ened out.  A  representative  of  Stev- 
enson told  the  referee  that  although 
Stevenson  had  made  no  binding  com- 
mitments, the  prospects  were  good 
for  a  solution  to  the  company's  finan- 
cial difficulties.  Prior  to  the  meet- 
ing the  creditors'  committee  by  a 
four  to  two  vote  approved  continua- 
tion of  the  business  without  the  post- 
ing of  an  indemnity. 


Joint  Tele  Standards  Com. 
Lines  Up  AAAA  Objectives 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  be  just  as  determined  as  ever,  al- 
though observers  believe  that  even- 
tually a  joint  board  will  be  created 
even  though  Equity  is  nominally  the 
controlling  factor  in  the  field. 
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THOMAS  JOINS  MONO. 
IN  BRANCH  OPERATION 


PREVIEWS  Of  THE  IlEUJflLOSiV 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

miere  of  "The  Gentleman  from  Ari- 
zo:  ^  tonight. 

omas'  new  post  became  effec- 
tive yesterday,  and  will  not  affect 
the  personnel  of  the  branches.  Jos- 
eph Felder  continues  as  head  of  the 
New  York  exchange,  Sam  Rosen  as 
Philadelphia  manager  and  Harry 
Bachman  as  manager  in  Washing- 
ton. Jules  Chapman  will  act  as 
Thomas'  assistant. 

Thomas  said  yesterday  that  Tri- 
National  Pictures,  with  which  he  has 
been  associated,  was  being  liquidated. 

Johnston  and  Thomas  have  been 
associated  in  various  film  distribu- 
tion deals  for  more  than  20  years. 
Thomas  was  with  Johnston  during 
the  Arrow,  Rayart  and  original 
Monogram  periods. 

At  a  press  conference  yesterday 
when  the  Thomas  appointment  was 
announced,  Ed.  Golden,  vice-presi- 
dent, said  that  Monogram  was  de- 
termined to  make  more  expensive 
pictures. 


Nick-Weston  Lose  in  Two 
Appeals  Court  Decisions 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

damus  to  compel  Circuit  Judge  Oak- 
ley to  set  aside  his  ruling  declaring 
John  P.  Nick,  IATSE  international 
vice-president,  and  Clyde  A.  Weston, 
former  business  agent  of  143,  in  de- 
fault in  connection  with  their  ap- 
peal from  his  decision  naming  tem- 
porary receivers  for  the  Union  last 
April. 

The  second  Appellate  ruling  denied 
the  mandamus  sought  by  defense 
interveners  to  force  Judge  Oakley  to 
grant  a  change  of  venue  in  the  per- 
manent receivership  hearing. 

The  latter  case  started  before 
Judge  Oakley  yesterday  and  was  con- 
tinued to  Dec.  18  after  hearing  but 
one  witness,  Osborne  R.  Myers,  pro- 
jectionist at  the  Wellston  Theater. 
New  testimony  is  expected  to  add 
strength  to  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Court  last  April  granted  the 
temporary  receivership  request  of 
the  anti-Nick  union  members  led  by 
Robert  Tomsen,  unit's  new  president. 

Apparent  effect  of  the  two  deci- 
sions is  to  remove  Nick  and  Weston 
from  the  picture. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Louisville  —  Ed  Donahue,  man- 
ager, Ohio  Theater  here,  married 
Kathleen  Ulsh,  cashier  of  the  Elks 
Theater,  New  Albany,  Ind.  Both 
houses  are  operated  by  the  Settos 
Circuit,    Indianapolis. 


Indianapolis  —  Martheda  Pearson, 
daughter  of  Mrs.  M.  Pearson,  op- 
erator of  the  Old  Trails  Theater 
here,  was  married  to  Willis  Downey. 


"Joe  and  Ethel  Turp 
Call  on  the  President" 

with  William   Gargan,   Lewis  Stone,  Walter 

Brennan,    Ann    Sothern,    Marsha    Hunt 
M-G-M  70  Mins. 

DAMON  RUNYON  STORY  MADE  INTO 
HEART- WARMING  COMEDY  DRAMA 
WITH  ABLE  CAST. 

Heart-warming  entertainment  for  film 
audiences  has  been  produced  by  Metro  in 
this  release.  Based  on  a  well-known  Damon 
Runyon  story,  the  film  is  faithful  to  the  or- 
iginal and  leaves  little  to  be  desired  as 
far  as  the  finished  performance  goes.  Told 
in  flashback  form,  the  film  has  been  neatly 
cut  to  size  with  the  interruptions  in  the 
continuity  of  the  main  theme  well  spotted. 
Walter  Brennan  is  excellent  as  the  mail- 
man who  loses  his  girl  to  another  man,  and 
spends  the  rest  of  his  life  taking  care  of 
her.  William  Gargan  is  fine  as  the  brash 
garage  mechanic  and  Ann  Sothern  does  well 
as  his  wife,  although  her  performance  might 
have  been  toned  down  slightly.  Marsha 
Hunt  is  0.  K.  as  the  girl  and  Lewis  Stone 
gives  his  customary  finished  performance  as 
the  president.  The  rest  of  the  cast  is 
equally  as  good.  There  are  laughs  and 
tears  in  the  film  and  it  should  appeal  to 
all  types  of  audiences.  Brennan,  beloved  by 
everybody,  is  arrested  for  opening  and  de- 
stroying a  letter  by  Miss  Sothern's  dumb 
cop  brother,  Don  Costello.  The  neighbor- 
hood is  incensed,  and  finally  after  plenty 
of  prompting  by  his  wife  Gargan  drives  to 
Washington  to  see  what  the  president  will 
do  about  it.  By  chance  Gargan  and  Ann 
get  in  to  see  Lewis  Stone  and  he  lets 
them  tell  Brennan's  story.  They  relate  the 
story  of  Brennan's  life,  how  he  was  about 
to  ask  Marsha  to  marry  him  when  he  learned 
she  was  engaged.  How  he  tried  to  keep 
her  son  out  of  trouble  after  her  husband 
died.  And  finally,  how  he  had  written  fake 
letters  to  Marsha  for  years  apparently  from 
her  son  when  he  had  become  a  vicious 
criminal.  And  then,  with  Marsha  dying, 
he  gets  a  letter  for  her  which  he  opens 
and  it  tells  of  her  son's  death  in  prison. 
He    destroys    the    letter. 

CAST:  Ann  Sothern,  Lewis  Stone,  Wal- 
ter Brennan,  William  Gargan,  Marsha  Hunt, 
Tom  Neal,  James  Bush,  Don  Costello,  Muriel 
Hutchison,  Jack  Norton,  Aldrich  Bowker, 
Frederick  Burton,  Al  Shean,  R.  E.  O'Connor, 
Russell  Hicks. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edgar  Selwyn;  Di- 
rector, Robert  B.  Sinclair;  Screenplay,  Mel- 
ville Baker;  Based  on  a  story  by  Damon 
Runyon;  Cameraman,  Leonard  Smith;  Ed- 
itor, Gene  Ruggiero. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Reno" 

with  Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Anita  Louise 
RKO  72  Mins. 

STORY  OF  RENO'S  DEVELOPMENT  HAS 
HUMAN  INTEREST  AND  AFFORDS  DIX 
GOOD  ROLE. 

The  story  of  the  development  of  Reno 
1  has  been  interestingly  told  in  this  new  RKO 
*  release,  with  plenty  of  human  interest  to 
boot.  The  heartbreak  of  one  man  was  the 
!  foundation  for  a  new  business,  divorce.  Pic- 
|  ture  will  serve  nicely  as  offering  in  any 
type  of  house.  Richard  Dix  does  a  good  job 
in  the  principal  role  and  he  is  ably  sup- 
ported by  Gail  Patrick,  Anita  Louise,  Paul 
Cavanagh,  Hobart  Cavanaugh  and  Louis  Jean 
Heydt.  Picture  has  been  ably  directed  by 
John  Farrow.  Dix  arrives  in  Reno  when  it 
is  a  small  town  outlet  for  the  silver  mined 
in  the  region.  He  meets  and  marries  Gail 
Patrick  and  after  several  smartly  handled 
legal  cases  wins  himself  a  clientele  and  posi- 
tion in  the  town.  Reduction  in  silver  prices 
paralyzes  the  town  and  the  miners  leave. 
However,  Dix  discovers  an  obscure  law  on 
divorce  and  broadcasts  it  to  the  lawyers 
throughout  the  country.  More  and  more 
people  seeking  divorce  come  to  the  town 
and  Dix  gradually  draws  apart  from  his  wife 
and  daughter  due  to  his  legal  practice  and 
gambling  habits.  Paul  Cavanagh,  an  Eastern 
socialite,  marries  Gail  after  she  gets  a 
divorce  and  Dix  starts  a  gambling  house. 
Introduction  to  the  story  comes  when  Miss 


Louise,  in  Reno  to  get  a  divorce,  is  de- 
liberately framed  by  Dix  and  goes  to  the 
police.  His  trial  brings  forth  the  story  that 
she  is  his  daughter  and  he  merely  tried  to 
help  her  make  amends  with  her  husband. 
She  goes  back  to  her  husband  and  Dix  is 
freed  by  the  court. 

CAST:  Richard  Dix,  Gail  Patrick,  Anita 
Louise,  Paul  Cavanagh,  Hobart  Cavanaugh, 
Laura  Hope  Crews,  Louis  Jean  Heydt, 
Charles  Halton,  Astrid  Allwyn,  Joyce  Comp- 
ton,   Frank   Feylen,  William   Haade. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Sisk;  Direc- 
tor, John  Farrow;  Screenplay,  John  Twist; 
Story,  Ellis  St.  Joseph;  Cameraman,  J.  R. 
Hunt;   Editor,   Harry   Marker. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Rites  for  Max  Lee 

Funeral  services  were  held  this 
week  for  Max  Lee,  76,  father  of  Jos- 
eph J.  Lee,  of  the  20th-Fox  ex- 
change. Interment  took  place  in 
the  Beth-David  Cemetery,  Long  Is- 
land. Survivors  in  addition  to  Jos- 
eph, are  two  other  sons,  Daniel  and 
Peter,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Kammer. 


Yossowitz  Bros.  Building 

Raceland,  Ky. — A  new  theater  is 
being  built  here  by  the  Yossowitz 
brothers,  Mandel  and  Joe. 


5  From  WB  in  January 

Warners  yesterday  set  "Invisible 
Stripes"  as  its  New  Year's  release 
and  allocated  January  dates  to  five 
others:  "A  Child  is  Born,"  6; 
"Brother  Rat  and  the  Baby,"  13; 
"British  Intelligence,"  20,  and  "The 
Fighting  69th",  exact  date  to  be 
fixed. 


Opening  In  Burlington 

Burlington,     la.    —    The     Central 
States'  Zephyr,  new  575-seater,  will ! 
open   Saturday.     The   Iowa   Theater 
will   close  tomorrow. 


a  pound  of  butter . .  a 
dozen  eggs . .  and  oh  yes . . 

SEND  MOTHER 


mil 


It's  screwy  and  scary! 


XOW  IX  SECOND 
SUCCESSFUL  YEAR 


ANNOUNCED  over  a  year  ago,  Eastman's 
three  new  negative  films  scored  an  in^ 
stant  success.  Today,  Plus-X,  Super-XX, 
and  Background-X  are  firmly  established 
favorites.  Throughout  the  industry  their 
unrivalled  photographic  quality  and 
trustworthy  uniformity  receive  well- 
merited  acclaim.  Eastman  Kodak  Co., 
Rochester,  N. Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 

PEUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  f„r  „u  difficult  shots 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  und  general  exterior  work 
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MP  SON 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Columbia  Files  Sweeping  Interrogatories  in  L/.  S.  Suit 

"DEFINITTPROGRESS"  jjp.Y. FAIR  W  PLAN 

Reisman  Elected  RKOV-P  in  Charge  of  Foreign  Dist. 


Company's    Foreign    Chief 

Named     Officer    at 

Board's  Meeting 

Phil  Reisman  yesterday  was  elect- 
ed vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution  of  RKO  Radio  Pictures 
at  a  meeting 
of  the  board 
of  directors. 
For  the  last 
six  years, 
Reisman  has 
been  in 
charge  of 
foreign  dis- 
tribution, in- 
creasing the 
a  c  t  i  v  i  t  ies 
rapidly  in 
terri  tories 
outside  the 
U.  S.  since  he 
took  that 
post. 

Reisman  was  appointed  to  succeed 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


PHIL    REISMAN 


16,000,000  SEE  PIX 
DAILY,  WILK  ASSERTS 


Motion  pictures  are  seen  by  16,- 
000,000  people  daily,  Jacob  Wilk, 
Warners'  Eastern  story  editor,  de- 
clared yesterday  in  addressing  the 
Emma  Mills  Book  and  Play  luncheon 
at  the  Biltmore  Hotel.     Wilk's  sub- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Gilbert  Leaving  Altec 

for  Para.  Studio  Post 


Resignation  of  Frank  C.  Gilbert, 
Altec's  chief  engineer  to  become 
chief  engineer  of  Para.'s  West  Coast 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Paramount  Buys  WJZ  Time 
for  Spot  Announcements 

Paramount  Pictures  has  purchased 
a  series  of  spot  announcements  to 
be  aired  over  WJZ  only  each  morn- 

( Continued  on  Page  6) 


iVeteark  Airport  for  Film  Studios — That's 

Jersey's  Answer  to  LaGuardia's  IMew  Field 

Newark,  N.  J. — Mayor  LaCuardia  took  most  of  the  airline  business  from  this  city 
to  the  new  New  York  airport  on  Long  Island.  Now  officials  here  are  giving  a  lot  of 
thought    to    putting    a    crimp    in    LaCuardia's   New   York   production   plans. 

A  recommendation  has  been  made  to  the  local  City  Commission  that  an  invitation  be 
extended    to    producers    to    use    deserted    Newark    Airport    structures    for    studio    purposes. 


Scant  Possibility  Metro  Will  Produce 
Films  in  New  York,  Declares  Schenck 


"Only  possibility  of  Metro  pro- 
ducing here  would  be  in  the  event 
that  players  appearing  in  Broadway 
shows  would  be  unable  to  come  to 
the  Coast,  and  in  that  event  one  or 
two  pictures  might  be  made,  but  it  is 
unlikely,"  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
Metro  chieftain,  told  reporters  yes- 
terday following  a  call  on  Mayor 
Fiorello  H.  LaGuardia.  Schenck 
emphatically  denied  that  he  had  seen 


:  the  Mayor  to  discuss  production  here 
or  that  it  had  been  discussed,  stating 
that  his  visit  was  purely  social  and 
he  had  extended  an  invitation  to  the 

1  Mayor  to  attend  the  premiere  here 
of  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  Dec.  19. 
It    was    learned    that    the    Mayor 

I  could  not  attend  on  that  date  be- 
cause he  was  seeing  the  picture  at 

I  a  fireman's  benefit  Dec.  23.    Schenck, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Dominion's  Itinerants  Protest  License  Proposals 


Montreal — Itinerant  exhibitors  of 
sound  film,  represented  by  A.  J. 
Thompson,  counsel  for  the  Musical 
Protective  Association  of  Canada, 
protested  before  the  Copyright  Ap- 
pels  Board  yesterday  against  an  at- 
tempt by   the   Canadian   Performing 


Right  Society,  Ltd.,  to  levy  a  charge 
on  them. 

Thompson  said  these  exhibitors 
visited  very  small  hamlets,  made 
very  little  profit  and  the  proposed 
license  of  $10  for  a  machine  oper- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Columbia's  65  Interrogatories  Cover 
All  Producer-Exhib.  Relationships 


Four  Out  of  271   Features 
Seen  Nixed  by  Pa.  Censors 

Philadelphia — Pennsylvania's  film 
censors  in  six  months  have  rejected 
only  four  pix,  Mrs.  Edna  R.  Carroll, 
board  chairman,  disclosed  yesterday. 
It's  the  first  time  the  board  has  made 
statistics  public.  Total  of  271  films 
were  reviewed  in  the  period.  Elim- 
inations numbered  52. 


Columbia  Pictures  Corp.  and  sub- 
sidiaries, together  with  company  offi- 
cials and  other  individuals  compris- 
ing the  so-called  Columbia  group  of 
defendants,  served  a  total  of  65  in- 
terrogatories on  the  Government  yes- 
terday in  connection  with  the  latter's 
New  York  equity  action  against  the 
majors. 

The  61-page  document  asserted 
that  the   interrogatories,   except   as 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


State   Allied    Prexy  Will   Re- 
port on   Formula  at 
Buffalo  Meet 

"Definite  progress"  has  been  made 
towards  the  setting  up  of  a  fair 
trade  practice  formula  for  New 
York  State  and  a  full  report  on  the 
plan  will  be  made  at  a  state-wide 
meeting  of  New  York  Allied  in  Buf- 
falo next  Wednesday. 

Max  A.  Cohen,  organization  pres- 
ident, said  yesterday  that  the  major 
distributors  had  indicated  their  wil- 
lingness to  co-operate  and  that  the 
prospects  were  "very  encouraging." 

Cohen  said  New  York  Allied 
wanted  to  get  away  from  the  word 
"Code,"  preferring  to  use  the  term 
"good  neighbor  policy"  in  its  place. 

Election  of  officers  also  is  slated 
to  be  held  at  the  Buffalo  meeting. 
Cohen  said  he  could  not  predict  any 
changes  in  the  roster,  that  issue  be- 
ing entirely  up  to  the  membership. 


SETTING  TELE  SCALE 
NOW  HELD  PREMATURE 


Possibility  that  it  may  be  pre- 
mature to  establish  a  fixed  tele- 
vision scale  is  one  of  the  factors 
delaying  the  acceptance  of  the  Code 
report  prepared  by  the  television 
committee  of  the  Associated  Actors 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Mayflower  May  be  Revived 
Here  as  Production  Unit 


Erich  Pommer  flies  to  the  Coast 
tomorrow  to  prepare  for  his  first 
picture  for  RKO.  Pommer  indicated 
yesterday    that    Mayflower   Pictures 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Aboaf  is  Reported  Joining 
"U"  in  European  Capacity 

Amerigo  Aboaf,  former  manager 
for  Paramount  in  Italy,  is  reported 
to  be  joining  Universal  in  a  foreign 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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Mono.  Takes  Over  Phoenix 
as  "Arizona"  Has  Premiere 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  Calif. — 
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SECURITY 


Phoenix,  Ariz. — Monogram's  "The 
Gentleman  from  Arizona"  had  its 
world  premiere  at  the  Orpheum  here 
last  night  with  stars,  state  and  city 
officials  attending.  Event  celebrated 
the  first  feature-length,  all-color  pic- 
ture to  be  made  in  Phoenix  and  this 
city  "went  fiesta"  in  observing  the 
occasion. 

Among  those  at  the  premiere  were 
Governor  Jones,  W.  Ray  Johnston, 
Monogram  president,  Boris  Karloff, 
Jean  Parker,  Tex  Putter,  Marcia  Mae 
Jones,  Frankie  Darro,  Jackie  Moran, 
John  King,  Joan  Barclay  and  J.  Far- 
rell  MacDonald. 

Charles  Goetz,  producer  of  the 
picture,  plans  to  make  three  more 
in  Phoenix. 


British   National  to  Make 
Five  Pictures  Before  June 


Jos.  Krimsky  Sues  Pascal; 
Claims  Breach  of  Contract 


A  $100,000  breach  of  contract  suit 
was  filed  in  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  yesterday  by  Joseph  Krimsky 
against  Gabriel  Pascal.  The  com- 
plaint claims  that  in  January,  1933, 
Pascal  promised  to  give  Krimsky  a 
one-half  interest  in  the  proceeds  of 
any  film  produced  or  distributed  by 
the  defendant,  and  in  addition,  ex- 
clusive distributing  rights  in  the  U. 
S.,  Canada  and  Cuba.  Defendant  is 
charged  with  violating  this  agree- 
ment in  that  he  failed  to  turn  over 
the  share  of  the  proceeds  due  him 
from  "Pygmalion."  An  answer  was 
filed  by  Pascal  generally  denying  the 
charges. 


London  (By  Cable) — John  Cor- 
field,  British  National  exec,  has  an- 
nounced the  immediate  start  on  a 
program  of  five  pictures  to  be  com- 
pleted by  June  1940.  He  believes 
the  U.  K.  will  face  a  serious  film 
shortage  by  that  time  due  to  inter- 
ruption '  of  production  by  the  war. 
Attendance  has  kept  up  despite  the 
war,  he  stated,  and  predicted  an  en- 
tertainment boom  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

The  five  subjects  for  production, 
to  be  released  by  Anglo-American, 
are:  "Laugh  It  Off,"  with  Tommy 
Trinder  and  Jean  Colin;  "This  Ger- 
man Freedom,"  starring  Diana 
Wynyard  and  Clive  Brook;  "Black- 
out," starring  Conrad  Veidt;  "Gas 
Light,"  starring  Diana  Wynyard, 
and  another  "Old  Mother  Riley"  film. 


Music  Hall  to  Present 

Two  Xmas  Stage  Shows 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  will  present 
not  one  but  two  stage  shows  for  the 
Christmas  season,  W.  G.  Van 
Schmus,  managing  director,  disclosed 
yesterday.  One,  "Old  King  Cole," 
is  designed  as  an  American  counter- 
part of  the  traditional  English  pan- 
tomime; second  will  be  the  annual 
Christmas  pageant,  "Peace  on 
Earth." 


Warner  Bros.  Will  Produce 
Five  Pictures  in  England 

London  (By  Cable)— "Doc"  Salo- 
mon, manager  of  Warner  Bros.'  Ted- 
dington  studio,  is  engaging  studio 
personnel  for  the  resumption  of  pro- 
duction. He  stated  that  five  films 
are  on  the  Teddington  schedule. 

Reopening  of  the  studio  will  raise 
the  number  of  British  studios  now 
working  to  four,  22  remaining  idle. 

K-A-0  to  Pay  Dividends 

K-A-O's  Board  of  Directors  has 
declared  a  dividend,  out  of  operat- 
ing surplus,  of  $3.50  per  share  on 
the  7  per  cent  Cumulative  Convert- 
ible preferred  stock  for  the  quarters 
ended  March  31  and  June  30,  1937, 
payable  on  Dec.  22,  to  holders  of 
record  at  the  close  of  business  on 
Dec.  18. 


Ex-Movietone  Controller 

Faces  Charge  of  Larceny 

Max  L.  Hymes,  former  controller 
of  Fox  Movietone  News,  was  ar- 
rested yesterday  by  District  Attor- 
ney Dewey's  office  on  a.  charge  of 
larceny.  Hymes  arrest  followed  an 
intensive  audit  of  the  company  books 
by  auditors  from  the  home  office 
and  the  bonding  company  covering 
Movietone. 

The  larceny  charge  alleges  that 
Hymes  has  taken  $33,000  from  the 
company,  but  later  a  Dewey  assis- 
tant said  the  figure  might  go  much 
higher.  Hymes  had  been  with  the 
company   for   nine   years. 

Bernstein  with  Variety 

as  Advertising  Manager 

Abraham  Bernstein  has  re-joined 
Variety  and  will  serve  as  that  trade 
publication's  advertising  manager,  it 
was  learned  yesterday,  the  appoint- 
ment being  effective  immediately. 

He  succeeds  Hy  Daab,  who  re- 
signed the  post.  Latter,  it  is  un- 
derstood, will  take  a  vacation  and 
then  announce  future  plans. 

Philly  Allied  tcT Elect 

Philadelphia  —  Allied's  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  unit  will  elect  officers 
at   a   meeting   here  Jan.   9. 


com  inc  nno  goirc 


SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  20th-Fox  prexy,  SIDNEY 
TOWELL,  and  CHARLES  E.  McCARTHY,  leave  for 
the  Coast  tonight.  HERMAN  WOBBER  flies  to 
San  Francisco  tomorrow,  and  goes  to  the  studio 
Monday  for  the  conferences  starting  thear*hat 
day   with    studio   execs. 

ROBERT  T.  KANE,  20th-Fox  production  head 
in  England,  is  due  in  today  on  the  Clipper  from 
Europe. 

SAM   WOOD   returns   to   the  Coast   today. 

CLIFFORD  GOLDSMITH,  author  of  "What  a 
Life."  arrived  in  Hollywood  yesterday  from 
New  York  to  start  work  under  a  new  Para- 
mount  contract. 

OSA  JOHNSON  returns  to  the  Coast  this  week- 
end. 

LEO  MORRISON  left  last  night  for  the  Coast, 
with  stops  in  Washington,  Baltimore  and  Chi- 
cago  scheduled   en    route. 

AMERICO    ABOAF    sails    Saturday    for    Europe. 

ERICH  POMMER  returns  to  Hollywood  tomor- 
row. 

GILBERT    MILLER    has    returned    from    Europe. 

DWIGHT  DEERE  WIMAN  is  in  Bermuda  for 
a    short    vacation. 

AL   ROGELL  has   returned   to   Hollywood. 

MELVILLE  SHAUER  and  his  wife,  ROSITA 
MORENO,  arrive  on  the  Coast  next  week  after 
a    lengthy   stay    here. 

ALICE  FAYE  arrives  here  next  week  from  Hol- 
lywood   to   spend   the   holidays. 

HENRY  FONDA  has  left  Hollywood  for  a  vaca- 
tion  in   Mexico  City. 

JANE  WITHERS  leaves  the  Coast  for  a  p.a. 
tour   around    the   first  of   the   year. 

SICWART  KUSIEL,  Columbia's  Mexican  man- 
ager, arrived  in  New  York  yesterday  for  home 
office    conferences. 

WILLIAM    LUNDIGAN    is   visiting   the   old   home 
town,    Syracuse. 


a  HARPY  Ct)Qi5r 


Nothing  for  Nuovo  Mondo 

Creditors,  Referee  Says 

Report  of  referee  Oscar  W.  Ehr- 
horn  closing  the  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings of  Nuovo  Mondo  Motion 
Pictures,  Inc.,  was  approved  yester- 
day by  Federal  Judge  Alfred  C. 
Coxe.  The  report  revealed  that  $1,- 
587  remaining  in  the  estate  will  be 
sufficient  only  to  pay  for  expenses, 
creditors  receiving  "nothing.  The 
company,  against  which  an  involun- 
tary petition  was  filed  in  1937,  dis- 
tributed Italian  pictures  in  this 
country. 


Christmas  is 
laughing  time! 

"JUDGE  HARDY 
AND   SON" 

from  M-G-M 


-) 


II 


THIS  MEDAL 

has  just  been  awarded  to  MrG-M's  amazing 
Technicolor  Holiday  Cartoon! 

PEACE  ON  EARTH  ! 

Created  by  Hugh  Harman 

Different!  Daring!  Beautiful!  Book  it  Quickly! 


LIFE  PICKS 

A  SHORT  SUBJECT! 

Half-page  spread  in  Life 
Magazine,  issue  of  November 
27th.  Unique  tribute  to  a 
short  subject  reaches  mil- 
lions of  readers. 


FIRST  TIME  A 
SHORT  SUBJECT 
GETS  THIS 
MEDAL! 

Picked  as  the  Movie  of  the 
Month  by  Parents'  Maga- 
zine! Chosen  as  especially 
suitable  for  whole-family 
audiences! 


PREVIEW  ACCLAIM! 

Actual  audience  tests  get 
enthusiastic  applause. 

TRADE  PRESS  RAVES: 

"Definitely  a  'must'  .  .  .  should  be 
seen  by  every  man,  woman  and 
child... reserve  space  on  your  mar- 
quee!" — Showmen's  Trade  Review 

"A  cartoon  off  the  beaten  track. 
Timely,  amusing!"        — Film  Daily 

"Timely.  Excellent.  Admirably 
suited  to  Christmas  programs!" 

— Motion  Picture  Daily 


PERFECT  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS! 
GREAT  ANY  WEEK  IN  THE  YEAR! 


1W 
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REISMAN  IS  ELECTED 
RKO  VICE-PRESIDENT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

A.  S.  Dowling  as  foreign  chief  in 
1933  and  from  that  time  until  now 
RKO  has  established  its  own  dis- 
tribution organizations  in  22  coun- 
tries. The  new  Cuban  office  opened 
on  Nov.  26  and  a  new  branch  in 
Singapore  will  open  before  Jan.  1. 

Starting  with  Triangle  in  1917, 
Reisman  has  enjoyed  a  steady  rise 
in  the  industry.  He  has  served  as 
branch,  district  and  Canadian  gen- 
eral manager  for  Paramount  and  as 
assistant  to  Sidney  R.  Kent,  becom- 
ing Pathe's  general  sales  manager 
in  1927.  He  was  sales  manager  of 
Universal  from  1930  to  1932.  He 
joined  RKO  in  the  latter  years  to 
take  charge  of  film  buying  and  book- 
ing; in  1933,  he  became  the  general 
foreign   sales   manager. 

Itinerants  in  Canada 

Protest  License  Proposals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ated  less  than  six  months  a  year  and 
$20  for  one  operated  more  than  six 
months  was  excessive. 

A  proposed  license  fee  of  $7  a 
year  on  coin-operated  gramaphones, 
such  as  are  installed  in  theater  lob- 
bies and  restaurants  was  also  op- 
posed. 

The   Board    reserved    judgement. 


Pollak  Suing  Metro 

Suit  for  $74,046  was  filed  yester- 
day in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court 
against  Loew's,  Inc.,  M-G-M  Pic- 
tures, M-G-M  Distributing  Corp., 
and  Culver  Export  Co.,  by  Walter 
H.  Pollak,  attorney.  The  papers  do 
not  reveal  the  basis  of  the  suit.  An 
answer  was  also  filed  by  the  defen- 
dants generally  denying  the  charges 
and  claiming  that  Pollak  had  been 
paid  in  full. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER   8 
William  S.   Hart  Wallace  Worsley 

Bryan  Foy  Paul  Cavanagh 

Fred  Herkowitz 

DECEMBER   9 
Douglas    Fairbanks,    Jr.  Mark    Hamilton 

Edward  J    Dowling  R.  M.  Blumenthal 

Bert   Sprotte 

DECEMBER  10 
Victor  McLaglen  Una  Merkel 

George    Lewis  Sidney    Fox 

Syd  Weill 


•  •      •     AMONG  filmland's  more  threadbare  phrases  is: "What 

this  industry  needs  is — " So  before  the  dam'  expression  becomes  too 

irritating we're  bold  enough  to  give  it  a  whirl via  suggesting 

that  what  this  industry  needs  is  a  little  more  knight  errantry Most 

of  the  adventures  upon  which  pix  folks  embark are  accompanied 

by   stony   seriousness particularly   the   making   of   feature   product 

Doubtless,  the  same  good  results  could  be  achieved  via  a  gayer 

attitude Perhaps    the    studios    (as    well    as    all    other    departments 

of  our  biz) should  adopt  a  keen  saying  of  ole  Mark  Twain 

"Wrinkles  should  merely  indicate  where  smiles  have  been" 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     ONE  knight  errant  in  our  midst is  Mister  Boris 

Morros who  flatly  asserts  that  he  made  the  pix,  "The  Flying 

Deuces" in  order  "to  have  fun  making  fun,  for  people  who 

want  to  have  fun" which  you  must  admit  is  a  helluva  good 

platform  in  these  days We  have  it  at  first  hand  that  Boris 

Morros  had  fun  making  the  new  comedy We're  sure,  too, 

that  if  it  had  been  "Macbeth" the   Morros   serenity   and 

joviality  would  not  have  been  a  mite  less 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE   public's    having   fun    also anent    "The    Flying 

Deuces" If  they  weren't,  this  Laurel  and  Hardy  laff  fest 

wouldn't  be  in  its  third  week  at  the  admittedly  hard-shelled  Rialto  in 

Times   Square It's   the    first   Boris   Morros   production It's    the 

first  reunion  film  of  Laurel  and  Hardy and  it's  the  first  RKO-Radio 

pix  ever  to  play  three  weeks  at  the  Rialto Evidently  FUN  PAYS. 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     THIS  Sunday  night the  third  annual  Dinner 

Dance  of  the  McCosker-Hersh field  Cardiac  Foundation will 

deservedly  hold  the  local  spotlight as  the  event  swings  into 

action  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  Hotel  Plaza The  Foundation's  pur- 
pose  to  provide  cardiac  convalescent  care  to  indigent  adults 

has  inspired  and  enlisted  the  support  of  a  militant  group  of 

celebrities Hence  the  annual  Dinner  Dance  is  as  rife  with 

substantial  folk as  any  function  on  the  good  calendar 

For  example,  you'll  find  on  the  dais  Sunday  night Alfred  J. 

McCosker,  Harry  Hershfield,  Gene  Buck,  Governor  Moore,  Rep. 

Sol  Bloom,  Postmaster  Albert  Goldman Maurice  M.  Babbit 

(president  of  the  Foundation),  Luise  Rainer,  Dr.  Shirley  Wynne, 

Jack  Alicoate,  Edward  P.  Mulrooney,  Rep.  Bruce  Barton 

Theodore  Rossi,  Donald  Flamm,  Boris  Morros,  Fannie  Hurst, — just 

to  name  a  few Louis  Nizer  will  be  toastmaster hence 

you  can  expect  some  scintillating  proceedings 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     FILM  CUTTINGS Festivities  will  be  held  on  Monday 

night to  mark  successful  conclusion  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  RKO 

Managers'  Bonus  Plan The  boys  will  gather  in  the  East  Ballroom 

of  the  Hotel  Astor  for  cocktails  and  beefsteak In  the  interim,  their 

wives  and  sweethearts  will  be  RKO  guests  at  any  performance  of  any 

legit  show  they  select In  wake  of  the  shows,  the  ladies  will  meet 

their  manager  "heartbreakers"  at  the  Astor and  off  they'll  all  go 

to  the  Diamond  Horseshoe  for  a  merry  party Celebration  will  be 

limited  to  RKO  Theater  managers,  their  best  gals,  and  a  few  h.o.  execs. 
declares  Johnny  O'Connor v.-p.  in  charge  of  theater  opera- 
tions. .  .     •  The  Warner  org.  is  sending  out  thousands  of  Xmas  cards 

to    their    theater    accounts with    the    'Tour    Wives"    caroling 

namely  Priscilla  Lane,  Rosemary  Lane,  Lola  Lane  and  Gale  Page 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     THE  Order  of  Applause  (with  two  palms) today 

goes  to  Phil  Reisman upon  his  election  as RKO  Radio's 

vice-president  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution 


SETTING  TELE  SCALE 

NOW  HELD  PREMATURE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Artistes  of  America,  it  wi 
learned  yesterday.  While  many  of 
the  affiliated  union  officials  <T  "ieve 
that  the  time  is  ripe  to  attempt  to 
enforce  such  a  Code,  other  union  offi- 
cials believe  that  because  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  television  at  this 
time,  the  Code  should  be  delayed. 

An  additional  factor  believed 
partly  responsible  for  this  stand  is 
the  still  unsettled  question  of  juris- 
diction. Equity  has  been  firm  in 
demanding  control  of  the  field,  but 
AFRA  and  the  Screen  Actors  Guild 
are  also  anxious  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  administration  of  television  and 
constant  friction  has  been  evidenced 
among  the  unions  because  of  this 
unsettled  question. 

Whether  those  who  prefer  a  policy 
of  "watchful  waiting"  will  be  suc- 
cessful is  still  dubious,  however,  as 
the  Equity  bloc,  which  claims  juris- 
diction, is  known  to  desire  early  en- 
forcement of  a  Code  governing  scales 
and  working  conditions. 


Aboaf  is  Reported  Joining 
"U"  in  European  Capacity 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

capacity.  It  is  said  that  he  will 
represent  Universal  in  neutral  coun- 
tries and  has  tentative  plans  to  leave 
for    Europe    tomorrow. 


Scenes  For  Osa  Johnson 

Pix  Filmed  at  Museum 


Scenes  which  will  be  incorporated 
into  Osa  Johnson's  Columbia  pic- 
ture, "I  Married  Adventure,"  were 
made  yesterday  at  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History.  Trubee  Davison, 
president  of  the  museum,  appeared 
in  the  scenes  with  Mrs.  Johnson, 
thereby  making  his  screen  debut. 

Joseph  C.  Gilpin,  director  of  the 
pictui'e,  arrived  Wednesday  with  his 
crew.  Mrs.  Johnson  will  return  to 
Hollywood  Sunday  to  continue  the 
picture  at  the  Columbia  studios. 
Feature  is  slated  for  release  early 
in  1940. 


To  Mark  Golden  Wedding 

Cincinnati — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
Bein,  parents  of  William,  Gilbert, 
Ben  and  Fred  Bein  of  Theater  Pos- 
ter Supply  Co.,  will  celebrate  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  Sun- 
day. Two  daughters  and  eight 
grandchildren  are  also  in  the  im- 
mediate  family. 


Gravy 


New  Haven — Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew- 
Poli  division  head,  has  added  revenue 
by  pushing  sale  of  houses  on  the  circuit 
to  merchants  and  organizations  for  holi- 
day kiddie  morning  shows.  The  circuit 
will  also  run  its  own  usual  community 
co-operation  shows  of  the  same  type. 
Peck  &  Miller  is  the  Waterbury  sponsor; 
Majestic  Laundry,  New  Haven;  Kiwanis, 
Meriden. 


I'M  GOING  TO  LET 
THIS  BOY  DIE! 

"I  can  beat  life  — with  his  life!    It's 

my  chance  to  play  heel  and  win  a 

fortune*  Why  should  I  play  sap— 

,  and  lose  it— just  to  save  some  kid! 


&**** 


*<*$*■• 


UNI VER SAL'S  HEAR  T-DR  U AI- 
MING DRAMA  BRINGS  YOU  A 
McLAGLEN  EXTRAORDINARY, 
A  COOPER  WHO  WILL  STARTLE 
THE  COUNTRY  WITH  HIS  NEW- 
FOUND PERFORMANCE  POWER! 


ERSAL  PICTURE 

PRINTS  IN  YOUR 
EXCHANGE  NOW! 


<$Q 
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COL.  FILES  SWEEPING 
QUERIES  IN  U.S.  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

otherwise  indicated  by  the  interroga- 
tory itself,  shall  be  considered  by  the 
Government  as  having  been  pro- 
pounded by  each  Columbia  defendant 
and  shall  be  so  answered. 

Because  of  Columbia's  non-own- 
ership of  film  theaters,  the  company's 
position  is  unique  from  that  of  the 
producer-exhibitor  defendants,  but 
because  of  the  Government's  sweep- 
ing allegations  of  combinations  and 
conspiracies,  Columbia  is  compelled 
to  seek  from  the  petitioner  full  de- 
tails of  the  part  the  company  is 
alleged  to  have  played  in  the  viola- 
tions of  the  anti-trust  laws,  as 
charged  in  the  Government's  com- 
plaint. 

Consequently,  the  Columbia  inter- 
rogatories amount  substantially  to  a 
blanket  demand  that  the  Govern- 
ment disclose  its   entire  case. 

Scope  of   the   Interrogatories 

Examples  of  the  scope  of  the  in- 
terrogatories are  the  demands  that 
the  Government  disclose  what  each 
event  was  "in  the  train  of  events 
leading  up  to  the  combinations  and 
conspiracies,  the  monopolies,  and 
monopolizations  violative  of  the 
Sherman  Act,"  and  supply  the  Co- 
lumbia group  defendants  with  the 
time  of  occurrence,  the  name  of  each 
Columbia  defendant,  or  predecessor 
who  is  alleged  to  have  participated, 
the  kind  and  character  of  the  par- 
ticipation, and  the  identity  and  loca- 
tion of  each  person  known  to  the 
Government  having  knowledge  of 
such  participation,  plus  the  relevant 
facts  of  which  each  such  person  has 
knowledge;  to  state  the  names  of 
stars,  directors  and  technicians 
whose  service,  it  is  claimed,  Colum- 
bia is  able  to  command  by  reason  of 
its  alleged  power,  position  and  or- 
ganization in  the  industry,  and  what 
the  factors  are  which  go  to  make  up 
the  allegations;  and  to  state  each 
instance  where  it  is  claimed  that, 
with  respect  to  Columbia's  product, 
an  independent  exhibitor  was  rele- 
gated to  a  secondary  or  inferior  po- 
sition when  a  theater  affiliated  with 
any  of  the  producer-exhibitor  defend- 
ants came  into  competition  with 
such  independent. 

Further,  the  Government  is  asked 
to  itemize  every  long-term  franchise 
agreement,  contract  and  understand- 
ing alleged  to  have  been  made,  or 
had,  between  Columbia  and  any  of 
■  the  producer-exhibitor  defendants, 
and  with  respect  to  each  such  fran- 
chise, agreement,  contract  or  under- 
standing, to  set  forth  dates,  names, 
and  circumstances. 

Asks    for    Specific    Instances 

Columbia   also   asks  for   each   in- 


War  Song 


Sydney  <By  Cable)— "See  What  the 
Boys  in  the  Back  Room  Will  Have,"  sung 
by  Marlene  Dietrich  in  Universal'*  "Des- 
try  Rides  Again,"  looms  as  Australia's 
choice   for   a   war  song. 


Detroit  Theatergoers    Slap  Duals,  Ask 

Vaudeville  in  Letters-to-the-Editor 

Detroit — Plea  for  revival  of  vaudeville  at  majcr  theaters,  as  a  relief  to  dual  bills, 
is  being  voiced  currently  by  writers  in  local  letter-box  columns,  indicating  the  beginning 
of  a   "consumers'   revol!"   against   duals. 


Gilbert  Leaving  Altec 

for  Para.  Studio  Post 
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studios  is  announced.  Gilbert's  Al- 
tec resignation  is  effective  Jan.  1. 

Appointment  of  Gilbert  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  long  contemplated  move 
to  co-ordinate  all  engineering  activi- 
ties on  the  Paramount  lot.  Gilbert 
will  be  concerned  with  general  plant 
engineering  in  connection  with  both 
the  present  studio  and  the  proposed 
new  studio.  The  present  organiza- 
tion of  all  other  technical  depart- 
ments is  not  affected. 

A  farewell  dinner  will  be  tendered 
Gilbert  by  his  Altec  associates  on 
Dec.  18. 


Mayflower  May  be  Revived 
Here  as  Production  Unit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Corp.,  which  he  headed  until  the 
war  suspended  operations,  may  be 
revived  next  year  as  a  separate  pro- 
duction unit. 


stance  where  an  indie  has  been  com- 
pelled by  the  company  to  pay  un- 
conscionable and  excessive  film  rent- 
als; also  names  of  indie  exhibs.  and 
locations  of  their  theaters  whose 
offers  of  film  rentals  have  been  dis- 
regarded and  who  were  not  given 
an  opportunity  to  compete  with  re- 
spect to  Columbia's  pictures  on  a 
local  basis. 

Lists  of  all  feature  pictures  of  all 
producers  distributed  in  the  U.  S. 
since  Jan.  1,  1927,  to  the  beginning 
of  1939,  were  demanded. 

So  comprehensive  are  the  inter- 
rogatories that  they  cover  every 
phase  of  producer  relationship  with 
exhibitors,  and,  incidentally,  of  Co- 
lumbia, as  a  producer,  with  the  pro- 
ducer-exhibitor organizations. 

The  interrogatories  were  prepared 
and  served  by  Schwartz  &  Frohlich. 
counsel  for  the  Columbia  group. 

UA  Interrogatories  Will  Be 
Answered  by  U.  S.  by  Feb.  1 

Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  yes- 
terday signed  an  order  pursuant  to 
a  stipulation  entered  into  between 
the  Department  of  Justice  and 
United  Artists  providing  that  the 
interrogatories  of  UA  in  the  Gov- 
ernment suit  will  be  answered  by 
the  Government  in  their  entirety  on 
or  before  Feb.  1,  1940.  The  stipu- 
lation provided  that  the  Government 
waive  all  objections  to  any  of  the 
questions   interposed  by  UA. 

Under  the  agreement,  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  will  furnish  the 
names  of  all  witnesses  required  by 
the  interrogatories  and  any  addi- 
tional names  will  be  subsequently 
furnished  "promptly  after  they  be- 
come known  to  the  government." 


Little  Prospect  That  M-G-M 
Will  Produce  in  New  York 


(Continued  fiom  Page  \) 

when  questioned  about  Eastern  pro- 
duction, told  reporters  at  the  City 
Hall  that  the  company  had  a  large 
investment  and  a  multi-million  dol- 
lar studio  setup  in  California  and 
that  he  didn't  see  how  the  company 
could  make  any  pictures  here  at 
this  time. 

Further  spur  to  the  Mayor's  cam- 
paign was  seen  yesterday  when  it 
was  understood  that  Clendenin  J. 
Ryan,  Jr.,  had  resigned  his  post  as 
deputy  commissioner  of  sanitation 
to  devote  all  his  time  to  "bringing 
new  business  to  New  York,"  as  one 
of  the  Mayor's  aides  characterized 
it.  However,  Ryan  is  reported  to 
be  taking  office  space  in  Rockefel- 
ler center  provided  by  Nelson  Rocke- 
feller. It  was  believed  that  Ryan 
would  devote  a  large  part  of  his 
time  to  lining  up  the  Mayor's  film 
program. 


Paramount  Buys  WJZ  Time 
for  Spot  Announcement 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  at  7:40  a.m.,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday.  Pix  concern  will  plug 
the  attraction  at  the  Paramount 
Theater  in  New  York,  changing  the 
continuity  of  the  50-word  announce- 
ment as  the  bill  at  the  theater 
changes.  Biz  was  placed  through 
Buchanan   &   Co. 

Move  is  more  or  less  of  an  inno- 
vation in  this  sector,  as  heretofore 
only  theater  plugs,  either  on  a  com- 
mercial basis  or  a  sustaining  basis, 
heard  in  the  area  were  set  by  the 
theaters  direct  However,  Paramount 
will  pay  all  bills  on  the  present  deal, 
with  theater  completely  out  of  the 
deal  insofar  as  contracts  are  con- 
cerned. 


Court  Confirms  Londons 

in   Possession  of  House 


Detroit — Federal  Judge  Frank  A. 
Picard  issued  a  decree  yesterday 
in  the  suit  of  the  London  Amusement 
Co.,  against  Co-operative  Theaters, 
Ray,  Moon,  H.  M.  Richey,  Frank  A. 
Wetsman,  Lew  Wisper,  W  W  The- 
aters, et  al,  confirming  the  plain- 
tiffs, Israel  J.  and  Burton  W.  Lon- 
don in  their  present  possession  of 
the  Lincoln  Theater,  under  lease  to 
Feb.    28,    1943. 

Defendants  are  enjoined  from  in- 
terfering with  plaintiffs'  possession 
the  house.  London  Amusement  Co. 
is  ordered  to  deposit  a  $22,000  bond 
to  pay  for  improvements  it  is  or- 
dered to  make  in  the  house. 


GWTW  in  Albany  Jan.  15 

Albany— "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
is  scheduled  to  open  at  the  Palace, 
Fabian  first-run  here,  Jan.  15. 


16,000,000  SEE  PIX 
DAILY,  WILK  ASSERTS 
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ject  was  "The  Theater  Goes  Amer- 
ican." ^,r. 

Wilk  declared  that  the  univ-  'al 
appeal  of  the  film  and  its  univer- 
sality supported  its  claim  to  being 
the  most  democratic  of  the  arts,  and 
added,  "At  no  time  in  its  history  can 
it  be  said  that  the  theater  even  re- 
motely approached  such  a  democ- 
racy." 

The  Warner  exec,  scouted  the 
charge  that  the  film  was  the  enemy 
of  the  theater,  and  said  that  instead 
"the  motion  picture  has  been  a  great 
benefactor  to  the  theater,  for  it  has 
been  able,  because  of  its  peculiar 
medium,  to  drain  off  the  dross  from 
the  theater;  to  strip  from  it  the 
necessity  for  its  concern  with  the 
unworthy  in  art,  leaving  it  free  to 
fulfill   its    prime  function." 

Wilk  asserted  that  the  film's  "very 
democracy  bred  its  own  prohibitions 
and  taboos,"  making  it  impossible 
to  present  on  the  screen  "certain 
subjects,  certain  situations,  certain 
definite  points  of  view."  He  cited 
among  others  religious  beliefs  and 
differences  between  capital  and  la- 
bor. 


Metro  Employes  to  Hurl 

Basketball  Challenges 

A  call  has  gone  out  to  all  Loew- 
M-G-M  employes  in  the  metropoli- 
tan area  asking  for  candidates  for 
a  basketball  team  sponsored  by  the 
company,  according  to  Sidney  Salit- 
sky  of  the  Metro  publicity  depart- 
ment, who  will  act  as  manager.  The 
quintet  is  expected  to  be  the  spear- 
head in  the  formation  of  a  motion 
picture  basketball  league.  The 
M-G-M  squad,  which  will  naturally 
be  called  the  "Lions,"  will  send  chal- 
lenges early  next  week  to  all  other 
New  York  companies  and  organiza- 
tions in  allied  fields. 


RKO  Sets  January  Releases 

RKO  Radio  has  set  January  re- 
leases as  follows:  "Legion  of  the 
Lawless,"  5;  "Mexican  Spitfire,"  12; 
"Married  and  in  Love,"  19;  "Swiss 
Family  Robinson,"  26. 

"Escape  to  Paradise,"  on  RKO's 
1938-39  program,  will  be  released 
Dec.  22. 


Fair  Starts  May  11 

Originally  set  to  open  May  25, 
the  1940  New  York  World's  Fair 
instead  will  bow  in  on  Saturday, 
May  11. 


Self -Co  iii  petition 

Saugerties — There's  nothing  like  pro- 
viding your  own  competition  so  Ceorge 
Thornton,  who  operates  here  and  in  Tan- 
nersville,  has  just  opened  new  bowling 
alleys. 
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COLOR  COMPOSITION 


The  even  color  balance  of  high 
intensity  projection  light  gives 
natural  and  pleasing  screen  re- 
production of  color  features. 
Lack  of  blue  and  excess  of 
red  in  low  intensity  projection 
light  distort  the  natural  hues 
and  beautv  of  color  features. 
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LOW  INTENSITY  LI6HT 


VOLUMEOFSCREEN  LIGHT27'! 


SIMPLIFIED     HIGH     INTENSITY     PROJECTION      -      6200     SCREEN     LUMENS 


LOW    INTENSITY    PROJECTION 
2300    SCREEN    LUMENS 


Simplified  High  Intensity 
projection  provides  2.7 
times  the  volume  of 
screen  illumination  ob- 
tained from  low  intensity 
lamps.  This  gives  a  clear 
screen  image  at  a  com- 
fortable level  of  general 
illumination. 


Simplified  High  Intensity 
lamps  provide  2.5  times  as 
much  screen  light  per  watt 
as  low  intensity.  You  cannot 
afford  to  retain  low  intensitv 
projection  when  a  few  cents 
more  per  day  will  give  you 
snow  white  projection  light  in 
more  than  twice  the  volume. 


EFFICIENCY  OP  LIGHT PRODUCTION '2.5:1 


SIMPLIFIED   HIGH    INTENSITY   PROJECTION    -    1.60   SCREEN   LUMENS   PER   WATT 


ASK  YOUR  0EALER  TO  SHOW  YOU  THE  LOW  COST  AND  BOX 
OFFICE  VALUE  OF  MODERN  HIGH  INTENSITY  PROJECTION 


LOW    INTENSITY    PROJECTION 
0.63  SCREEN  LUMENS  PER  WATT 


SIMPLIFIED 


PROJECTION 
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WITH  NATIONAL  SUPREX 


I'hi'  unrrls  "Xnrirmal"  ami  "Suprex"  are  trat/r-marks  of  National  Carbon  Company*  [nr 
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NATIONAL  CARBON  COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  IHM  and  Carbon  Corporation 

CARBON  SALES  DIVISION,  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 

General  Offices:  30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
BRANCH  SUES  OFFICES:       NEW  TOR  I       PITTSBURGH       CHIC1B0       SiH  FfiiHClSCQ. 
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•     CARPETING 

•     COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

•     PROJECTION 


EQUIP 


NTS  CHICAGO  OFFICE 
REPORTS  BRISK  BIZ 


Chicago  —  Unusually  brisk  busi- 
ness is  reported  by  National  Theater 
Supply's  offices  here. 

Contracts  have  been  closed  on 
complete  theater  equipment  for  the 
new  Ewing  Theater,  Bloomington, 
111.,  including  Simplex  SI  projectors, 
Simplex  sound,  Simplex  lamphouses, 
carpets,  Walker  screen,  marquee  and 
complete  auditorium  and  booth 
equipment. 

Simplex  projectors,  Simplex  sound, 
Peerless  Magnarc  lamps,  Walker 
screen,  carpets,  G-E  Copper  Oxide 
rectifiers,  booth  and  auditorium 
equipment  have  been  installed  by 
NTS  in  the  new  Rees  Theater,  Ply- 
mouth, Ind. 

NTS  installations  in  the  new  Gala 
Theater,  owned  by  Alex  and  George 
Kalafat,  comprise  both  booth  and 
auditorium  equipment,  including 
Simplex  projectors  and  sound,  Hert- 
ner  generators,  Walker  screen  and 
Irwin  seats. 

For  George  Spicer's  La  Rose  The- 
ater, Roseville,  111.,  NTS  has  sup- 
plied Simplex  projectors,  sound,  and 
other  bcoth  equipment;  and  for  the 
Walton,  Chicago  house  operated  by 
Joe  Skora  and  J.  P.  Kistler,  a  Sim- 
plex 4-Star  Sound  System,  Crest- 
wood  carpet,  Walker  screen  and 
other  booth  and  auditorium  items. 

Eddie  Zorn's  new  house  at  Pontiac, 
111.,  will  also  be  NTS  equipped,  via 
Simplex  projectors,  marquee,  Peer- 
less Magnarc  lamps,  Hertner  genera- 
tors, Walker  screen,  carpets,  and 
latest  booth  and  auditorium  needs. 

Other  houses  on  the  latest  NTS 
contract  list  here  are  the  local  Tele- 
news  Theater;  the  Dundee,  Dundee, 
111.;  B  &  K  Screening  Room;  the 
local  American  and  Pix  Theaters; 
the  Freeport,  Freeport,  111.;  the 
Gayble,  No.  Judson,  Ind.,  and  the 
Strand,  Angola,  Ind. 


New  Sola  Transformer 

Chicago— The  Sola  Electric  Co., 
2525  Clybourn  Ave.,  is  introducing  a 
new  super  insulated  transformer 
that  will  resist  line  surges  and  is 
fitted  with  shock-proof  high-tension 
bushings. 


Celotex  Promotes  Andrews 

Chicago — G.  D.  Andrews  has  been 
named  sales  promotion  manager  for 
the  Celotex  Corp.  of  Chicago.  He 
has  been  with  the  company  since 
1928. 


To  Replace  Burned  House 

Glouster,  0. — New  500-seat  house 
will  be  erected  by  John  Crawford  to 
replace  the  Crawford,  destroyed  by 
fire. 


Equipment  Memorial 

Detroit  —  Complete  projection  equip- 
ment is  being  donated  to  the  new  Jewish 
Community  Center  by  Mrs.  Maurice 
Caplan,  in  memory  of  her  late  husband, 
who  was  Chief  Barker  of  Detroit  Variety 
Club,  and  headed  Metropolitan  Motion 
Picture   Co. 


Special  Combusrioneer 

Plant  in  New  Theater 


Most  modern  operation  equipment 
and  furnishings  feature  the  new 
Hyattsville  Theater,  Hyattsville, 
Md.,  owned  by  Sidney  Lust,  and  de- 
signed by  John  Eberson,  architect. 

To  assure  excellence  of  sound  re- 
production in  the  house,  which  form- 
ally opened  a  fortnight  ago,  the 
management  installed  the  most  ad- 
vanced type  of  RCA  High  Fidelity 
system. 

The  Motiograph  projection  ma- 
chines are  of  the  newest  design,  and 
provide  a  soft,  clear  picture  that 
eliminates  eye  strain. 

A  specially  designed  Ccmbustion- 
eer  air-conditioning  plant,  under 
thermostatic  control,  is  installed  to 
provide  uniform  temperature  in  all 
parts  of  the  house,  regardless  of 
outside   weather   conditions. 

Same  system  additionally  provides 
an  ever-changing  supply  of  pure  air. 


Broder  to  Open  Third 

House  in  Year  Dec.  20 


Detroit  —  Jack  Broder,  who  re- 
entered the  theater  business  a  year 
ago,  will  open  his  third  house  on 
Dec.  20.  The  new  Time  on  E.  Jeffer- 
son, seating  700,  has  been  equipped 
by  National  Theater  Supply  Co.,  con- 
tract including  Simplex  Four  Star 
sound,  Super  Simplex  projectors, 
Peerless  Magnarc  lamps,  Hertner 
generator,  Walker  sound  screen, 
Crestwood  carpets,  and  National 
marquee. 

Chairs  were  furnished  by  George 
W.  Carr  of  International  Seating 
Co.  The  building  is  being  remodelled 
from  a  commercial  garage  at  a  cost 
of  $30,000. 


New  M  &  P  Houlton  House 

Portland,  Me. — Construction  work 
will  begin  immediately  on  a  new, 
850-seat  theater  to  be  built  by  M.  & 
P.  Theaters,  Inc.  at  Houlton.  Kroger 
and  Brown  of  Boston  are  architects 
for  the  house,  which  will  adjoin  the 
present  Temple  Theater. 


Flex-Wood  in  Two  Houses 

Detroit  —  Installations  of  Flex- 
Wcod  have  been  made  in  the  Al- 
hambra  and  Harper  Theaters  by  the 
Nichols  Floor  &  Tile  Co.,  H.  D.  Van 
Sweringen  reports. 


DISTINCTIVE  FEATURES 
MARK  DETROIT  HOUSE 


Detroit— New  2,000-seat  Harper 
Theater  opened  this  week  by  Wisper 
and  Wetsman  as  the  circuit's 
thirteenth,  is  unique  among  Detroit 
theaters  in  standing  alone,  sur- 
rounded by  streets  on  three  sides 
and  alley  on  the  fourth,  and  de- 
voted entirely  to  the  theater.  This 
is  designed  to  reduce  fire  hazard. 

House  is  done  in  tan  brick  with 
brown  granite  trim.  It  was  designed 
by  Architect  Charles  N.  Agree  in 
"functional"  style,  and  built  by 
Burke  Construction  Co.  Large  verti- 
cal sign  60  feet  high  with  red  light- 
ing, and  marquee  signs  with  440 
feet  of  letters  were  installed  by 
Walker  &  Co.  This  is  said  to  be 
the  largest  interchangeable  perman- 
ent sign  west  of  New  York,  and  is 
designed  to  allow  full  marquee  ad- 
vertising of  stars  and  titles  on  dou- 
ble bills.  GE  Zeon  fluorescent  light- 
ing was  used,  and  the  same  lighting 
in  tubing  was  used  throughout  the 
interior,  which  has  no  ordinary  elec- 
tric bulbs. 

Outer  doors  are  of  red  formica, 
with  large  semi-oval  glass  openings 
in  pairs.  The  lobby  is  in  old-rose, 
with  a  blue  ceiling  and  porcelain 
wainscoting.  Three  mirrors  20  feet 
high,  flank  the  rear  wall,  and  four 
large  murals  on  theatrical  subjects, 
by  Di  Lorenzo,  are  en  the  auditorium 
side. 

In  the  auditorium,  the  walls  have 
a  tan  linoleum  wainscoting,  which 
is  easily  cleaned,  and  rose-colored 
Acoustone  above.  Draperies  for 
house  and  stage  were  supplied  by 
Mork-Green   Studios. 

National  Theater  Supply  Co.  in- 
stalled Crestwood  carpeting,  Walker 
sound  screen,  Western  Electric  Four 
Star  sound  (installed  by  Altec  Ser- 
vice Company),  and  Simplex  E7  pro- 
jectors. Seats  of  the  self-elevating 
type  were  installed  by  American 
Seating  Company. 

The  candy  booth  is  unique,  in  be- 
ing constructed  in  the  dividing  wall 
so  that  it  faces  both  the  lobby  and 
auditorium.  Imported  hairwood  wall 
is  used  on  this  dividing  portion. 


Install  New  Equipment 

Detroit  —  Amusement  Supply  Co. 
is  installing  new  projection  equip- 
ment in  the  Lasky  Theater  for  the 
Krim  Brothers  Circuit.  E.  V.  Smith 
of  RCA  Photophone  has  the  sound 
installations. 


ARC  Completes  Contract 

Detroit — American  Refrigerating 
Co.  has  completed  installation  of 
air  conditioning  equipment  in  the 
Crystal  Theater  for  the  Ben  Cohn 
Circuit. 


THE  SAGA  OF 

Rise  and  Romance  o 

By  E.  C. 

Manager  Photophone  Divisioi, 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  and 
concluding  article  of  this  scries  specially  pre- 
pared for  THE  FILM  DAILY  and  tracing 
the  vital  part  played  by  RCA  Photophone  in 
the  modern  history  of  filmland, — the  Era  of 
Sound.) 

A  FEATURED  role  in  the  romance 
of  sound  has  been  played  by 
the  very  unromantic-looking  loud- 
speaker. Its  evolution  from  the  or- 
iginal single  stage  speaker  to  the 
present  multi-ce.lular  loudspeaker 
commenced  back  in  the  dark  ages 
of  1929  and  1930. 

One  of  the  earlier  set-ups  in- 
cluded as  many  as  sixteen  separate 
speaker  units  mounted  on  either 
side  of  the  screen  and  along  the  top. 
The  direction  of  the  sound  leaving 
the  speakers  was  uncontrolled  and 
if  the  theater  was  unlucky  enough 
to  have  poor  acoustics  (which  the 
majority  had  in  those  days)  the 
sound  was  unintelligible  due  to  echo 
and  reverberation. 

The  first  solution  to  this  prob- 
lem was  the  introduction  of  the  di- 
rectional baffle  loudspeaker,  which, 
as  its  name  imp.ies,  directed  the 
sound  toward  the  audience  and  away 
from  the  ceiling  and  walls.  By  plac- 
ing this  baffle  in  back  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  screen  it  was  found  that 
the  illusion  became  considerably 
more  realistic. 

While  this  system  was  a  decided 
improvement,  it  still  left  much  to 
be  desired;  for  example,  some  of  the 
bass  notes  often  rattled  instead  of 
emerging  as  good  rich  tones;  high 
frequency  sounds  did  not  reach  out 
to  ali  parts  of  an  auditorium. 

About  five  years  ago  the  two- 
way  multi-cellular  type  of  speaker 
system  was  designed.  This  separ- 
ated the  high  frequencies  from  the 
low  frequencies  and  directed  them 
uniformly  throughout  the  audi- 
torium. This  stands  out  as  the 
greatest  achievement  in  loudspeaker 
development  up  to  the  present  time. 
Always  with  our  eyes  toward  the 
goal  of  perfection,  revisions  and 
modifications  have  been  made  in  the 
original  two-way  system.  1939's 
multi-cellular  speaker  is  the  prod- 
uct of  years  of  research.  We  have 
come  a  long  way! 
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FlPrOTOPHONE 

o  the  Articulate  Screen 
C:ahill 

vfcCA  Mfg.  Co.,  Inc.,  Camden,  N.  J. 

QOUND  has  proved  itself  to  be  a 
*J  highly  complex  field.  Reminis- 
cing, it  would  seem  that  our  activi- 
ties in  this  field  have  led  us,  during 
the  past  ten  years,  through  a  path 
of  obstacles.  With  the  advent  of 
sound,  the  entire  motion  picture  in- 
dustry became  enmeshed  in  a  ver- 
itable maze  of  problems. 

RCA  came  through  those  front 
line  trenches,  fighting  problems  with 
both  brain  and  brawn.  And  the 
medals  it  has  won  for  technical  ac- 
complishments are  displayed  upon 
its  collective  chest  with  pride. 

One  of  the  most  highly  prized  is 
the  endorsement  which  producers 
and  exhibitors  have  given  through 
continually  increased  usage  of  RCA 
Photophone  apparatus.  In  the  way 
of  recognition  from  unbiased  tech- 
nical sources  there  are  the  honors 
bestowed  upon  RCA  by  the  Academy 
of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sciences 
which  singled  out  these  RCA  ac- 
complishments: Rotary  Stabilizer 
Soundheads,  RCA  High  Fidelity  Re- 
producing System,  Ultra-Violet  Light 
Recording  and  Reproducing,  Non- 
Slip  Printer. 

Our  latest  advances  came  with 
the  announcement  of  the  new  1939 
line  of  theater  reproducing  appara- 
tus. Although  outstanding  for  its 
ultra-modern  styling  and  stream- 
lined grace,  this  newest  apparatus 
has  been  endowed  with  far  more 
than  eye  appeal.  It  is  the  culmina- 
tion of  the  vast  accumulation  of  ex- 
perience acquired  during  this  past 
decade.  Its  smooth  running  parts 
give  better  performance  and  require 
less  attention  than  ever  before. 

It  has  been  said  that  no  industry 
can  afford  to  stand  still;  it  must 
either  go  forward  or  slip  back.  The 
future  of  any  great  industry  rests 
with  the  research  engineer.  Un- 
ceasing research  and  development 
looking  for  continual  improvement, 
in  an  industry  competing  with  other 
demands  on  the  public's  time  and 
money,  is  its  best  guarantee  for  the 
future. 


NEW  SOUNDMASTER 
AMPLIFIERS  DEBUT 


Two  all-new  items  of  equipment 
in  the  Duo  Soundmaster  80  and  90 
amplifiers  are  announced  by  the  Bal- 
lantyne  Co.,  which  is  running  final 
tests  prior  to  immediate  future  dis- 
tribution. 

Both  the  80  and  90  Duo  Sound- 
master  amplifiers  are,  the  company's 
engineers  assert,  unique  in  a  num- 
ber of  respects.  The  two  are  identi- 
cal with  the  exception  that  the  80  is 
equipped  with  the  new  "humless" 
AC  exciter  lamp  supply  and  is  avail- 
able in  single  channel  only,  whereas 
the  90  has  the  newly  perfected  cop- 
per sulphide  rectified  DC  exciter 
lamp  supply  and  can  be  furnished  for 
either  single  or  double  channel 
operation  as  desired. 

Engineers  of  the  company  state 
that  it  was  realized  that  it  is  not 
enough  to  simply  provide  the  theater 
with  the  best  of  sound,  but  that  this 
sound  must  be  available  at  all  times, 
at  all  temperatures  and  in  all 
climates.  Accordingly  a  great  deal 
of  pre-engineering  was  done  in  the 
matter  of  parts  while  the  Duo  Sound- 
master  80-90  amplifier  channel  was 
simply  in  the  layout  stage. 

A  year  and  a  half  before  the  in- 
troduction of  the  80-90  Duo  Sound- 
master  amplifier,  studies  were 
undertaken  to  prove  out  every  com- 
ponent which  was  to  enter  into  the 
construction. 


Kerasotes  to  Improve 

Senate  at  Springfield 

Springfield,  111. — Improvements  at 
the  Senate  Theater,  costing  $26,000, 
are  announced  by  Kerasotes  Brothers 
Theaters,  Inc. 

The  Evans  Brothers  Construction 
Co.  has  been  awarded  the  contract 
for  the  general  remodeling  work  and 
Schmidt  Bros,  and  the  York  Ice  Ma- 
chinery Corporation  have  contracted 
for  the  air-conditioning  work. 


Leeson  Awarded  Contract 

Detroit — Leeson  Air-Conditioning 
Corporation  has  been  awarded  con- 
tract for  installation  in  the  new 
Time  Theater  by  the  Jack  Broder 
Circuit. 


Salkin  on  NTS  Sales  Staff 

Chicago — Maury  Salkin  has  joined 
the  sales  staff  of  the  National  The- 
ater Supply  Co. 


Rebuild  Burned  Theater 

Lisbon,  N.  H. — Damaged  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $15,000  by  fire,  the  Lisbon 
will  be  rebuilt. 


New  Letter  Sign 

Dallas  —  A  letter  sign,  particularly 
adaptable  to  marquee  use,  which  gives 
every  appearance  of  Neon,  but  without 
glass  or  tubes,  has  just  been  patented 
by  Will  Hays,  a  sign  shop  man  of 
Greenville. 

The  sign,  said  to  be  so  simple  that 
it  can  be  handled  by  an  usher,  will  be 
on  the  market  soon. 


New  Interstate  Theater 

for  El  Paso  Five  Points 


El  Paso  —  Interstate  Circuit  has 
started  the  erection  of  a  new  650- 
seat  theater  in  the  Five  Points  sec- 
tion. The  house  will  feature  a  five 
pointed  star  motif  in  its  plain  ex- 
terior. The  house  will  be  indirect- 
ly lighted  with  sidewall  placques  and 
the  exterior  will  be  of  stucco  and 
porcelain  enamel. 


Organize  Recording  Co. 

Chicago — P.  M.  and  G.  B.  Schoen- 
berg  and  Lee  Stremlan  have  organ- 
ized the  United  Recording  Co.  with 
offices  at  222  W.  North  Bank  Drive. 
The  new  company  will  develop  sound 
and  recording  equipment. 


ALL-GLASS  FACADE 
FOR  TOLEDO  THEATER 


Toledo,  O. — Construction  of  a  $75,- 
000  downtown  theater  is  planned  at 
Superior  and  Jefferson  Sts.  Razing 
of  the  present  six-story  building  will 
start  Jan.  1.  The  theater,  to  have 
950-seats,  will  be  completed  May  1. 
Entire  two  and  a  half  story  facade 
of  the  new  structure  will  be  of  Lib- 
bey-Owens-Ford  Co.  vitrolite  glass 
and  Owens-Illinois  Glass  Co.  glass 
block.  The  facade  will  be  indirectly 
lighted  from  the  rear  with  changing 
colored  lights  and  will  be  floodlight- 
ed. This  will  be  the  first  Toledo 
building  with  an  all-glass  facade 
The  theater  will  be  of  the  "stadium" 
type,  with  deluxe  seating.  Three 
operators  are  negotiating  for  the 
house. 


New  Mural  Service 

The  Laboratory  of  Creative  De- 
sign, 108  W.  Houston  St.,  announces 
a  new  mural  service  under  the  super- 
vision of  William  C.  Seitz  and  Dan 
Rico. 


"WE   ARE   NOT   ALONE" 

You'll  have  plenty  of  company 
when  you  install  Alexander 
Smith  Carpet  in  your  house.  This 
famous  carpet  is  used  in  the 
majority  of  the  country's  success- 
ful theatres. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 
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CHANGES 

Theater  Closings-Openings-New  Houses-Renovations-Ownership  Changes 

A  Nation-wide  Surrey  oi  Theater  Conditions  Conducted  Exclusively  for  THE  FILM  DAILY  by                         Qs) 

Theater  Closings 


ILLINOIS 

Roseville  —  La  Rose,    (11-12-39) 
Owner:  Geo  Spicer;  Fire  in  booth. 
KENTUCKY 
Princeton — Savoy,  (11-1-39)  Own- 
er:   Crescent  Amusement   Co.;   Dis- 
mantled. 

MINNESOTA 
Eveleth— State,  (11-25-39)  Owner: 
W.  L.  Crouse. 

OHIO 
Glouster  —  Crawford,   (11-17-39) 
Destroyed  by  fire. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 
Union— Ritz,    (11-11-39)    Destroy- 
ed by  fire. 

WISCONSIN 
Slinger— Slinger,  Nov.  1939;  Eco- 
nomic conditions. 


Theater  Openings 


MISSOURI 

St.  Joseph— Grand,  400  seats  (11- 
17-39)  Owner:  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Giager; 
House     Manager:     Dave    Williams; 
Previously  closed  two  years  ago. 
OHIO 

Milan— Star,  180  seats  (11-1-39) 
Owner:  Raymond  Stone;  House  Man- 
ager: Raymond  Stone;  Previously 
closed  June  1937. 

TEXAS 

Wortham — Worth,  400  seats  (11- 
11-39)  Owner:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins; 
House  Manager:  Mrs.  Collins;  Pre- 
viously closed  9-15-39. 

Bryan — New  Queen,  550  seats  (11- 
21-39)  Owner:  Bryan  Amusement 
Co. 

WISCONSIN 

Neenah  —  Embassy,  700  seats; 
Owner:  Fox  Wis.  Amusement  Corp.; 
House  Manager:  G.  Courshon. 

Watertown  —  Savoy,  (11-25-39) 
Owner:  Watertown  Amusement  Co.; 
House  Manager:  Edward  Kuenzi; 
Previously  closed  June  1939. 


New  Theater 
Openings 


ARKANSAS 

Rison— New,  250  seats  (11-25-39) 
House  Manager:  D.  A.  Smith. 

Cave  City— L  &  L  Theater;  150 
seats;  House  Manager:  W.  R.  Lee. 

CALIFORNIA 

El  Monte— El  Monte,  900  seats 
(10-19-39)  Valley  Blvd.;  Builder: 
Arthur  Sanborn;  Cost:  $110,000; 
House  Manager:  Arthur  Sanborn. 

OHIO 

Beverly— Dixon,  (11-23-39)  Main 
St.;  Builder:  Marietta  Concrete 
Corp.;  Cost:  $25,000;  House  Man- 
ager: Otis  &  Adre  Dixon. 

Columbus — Ideal,  500  seats;  1571 
Parsons  Ave.;  Builder:  J.  F.  Adams; 
Cost:  $50,000;  House  Manager:  Rap- 
pold  Bros. 

TEXAS 

Woodville — Fain,  455  seats  (11- 
8-39)  House  Manager:  J.  Wood  Fain. 

Cleveland — Texas,  500  seats;  Main 
St.;  Cost:  $15,000;  House  Manager: 
F.  Boothe. 

Hillsboro— Star,  308  seats  (11- 
15-39). 

WISCONSIN 

Montfort— Fort,  275  seats  (10-20- 
39)   Builder:  Eskin  Theater  Inc. 

West  Salem — Salem,  499  seats 
(9-1-39)  Builder:  Eskin  Theaters 
Inc.;  Cost:  $30,000;  House  Manager: 
Walker. 


Theaters  Planned 


CALIFORNIA 

Pomona — Pomona,  750-800  seats; 
Carey,  between  2nd  and  3rd;  Op- 
erator:  John  Drew. 

FLORIDA 

Winter  Park — New;  Builder:  S.  S. 
Jacobs;  Architect:  Roy  Benjamin; 
Cost:  $60,000;  Operator:  Sparks  En- 
terprises. 


INDIANA 

Logansport— New,  1200  to  1400 
seats;  317-321  E.  Market;  Cost: 
$60,000;  Operator:  Gregory  Theater 
Circuit. 

IOWA 

Clear  Lake  —  Lake,  (11-20-30) 
Owner:  Central  States  Circuit;  Win- 
ter season. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Calhoun  Falls— New,  250  seats. 

WISCONSIN 
East  Troy— New;    Builder:   A.   C. 
Geyer;  Operator:  A.  C.  Geyer. 


Renovations 
Planned 


ator:   John   Drew;   to   be   completed 
12-15-39. 

ILLINOIS 

Pana — Roseland,  900  to  1,000 
seats;  So.  Locust  St.;  Cost:  $80,000; 
Operator:  H.  Tanner;  to  be  com- 
pleted around  Xmas. 

INDIANA 

Michigan  City — Lido,  900  seats; 
Franklin  between  8th  and  9th; 
Builder:  Tonn  &  Blank;  Cost:  $150,- 
000;  Operator:  Dune-Lake  Corp.;  to 
be  completed  6-1-40. 


Change  in 
Ownership 


GEORGIA 

Matter — Dixie;  Work  Planned: 
Complete  renovation,  inside  and  the 
front,  also  new  seats;  Owner:  W. 
M.  Karrh;  to  be  completed  about 
12-7-39  to   12-10-39. 

MINNESOTA 

Blue  Earth — Avalon;  Work  Plan- 
ned: 200  seats  added,  enlarging 
downstairs;  to  be  completed  as  soon 
as  possible. 

OHIO 

Cincinnati  —  Esquire  (formerly 
Clifton)  Work  Planned:  Complete 
renovation;  Owner:  Manny  Marcus; 
to   be    completed    12-10-39. 


Theaters  Under 
Construction 


ARKANSAS 

Little  Rock — New,  950  seats;  112 
Main  St.;  Builder:  William  Paterson; 
Architect:  Corgan  &  Moore;  to  be 
completed  March  15th. 

CALIFORNIA 

Pomona — Pomona,  750-800  seats; 
Carey,  between  2nd  and  3rd;  Oper- 


MINNESOTA 

Owatonna — Tonna,  transferred  to 
Associated  Amusement  Co.  by  F.  R. 
Thompson. 

Owatonna — Roxy,  transferred  to 
Associated  Amusement  Co.  by  F.  R. 
Thompson. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Brookhaven — Arcade,  transferred 
to  C.  E.  O'Donnell  by  C.  E.  Noble. 

Cleveland — Wesco,  transferred  to 
Strand  Enterprises  Inc.  by  Clyde 
Wetstbrook. 

OHIO 

Cincinnati — Esquire,  transferred  to 
Manny  Marcus  by  Krent  &  Green- 
berg;  House  Manager:  Carroll  'Viv' 
Coffel. 

TENNESSEE 

Memphis — Roxy,  transferred  to 
Strand  Enterprises  Inc.  by  J.  E. 
Wheeler. 

TEXAS 

Stamford — Palace,  transferred  to 
H  &  H  Theaters  by  J.  D.  McCal- 
lum  Jr. 

WISCONSIN 

Chilton — Chilton,  transferred  to 
Ed  M.  Starkey  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steenport;  House  Manager:  E.  H. 
Nitzke. 


Equity  Wants  Pay  Jump 

Request  has  been  sent  to  legitimate 
theaters  and  stage  producers'  organi- 
zations by  Actors'  Equity  for  a  wage 
increase  of  $10  in  the  minimum  scale 
of  all  Broadway  players.  Increase 
would  affect  players  getting  under 
$40  per  week  and  would  bring  up 
their  pay  to  $50  per  week,  with  no 
increases  asked  over  this  classifica- 
tion. 


French  C  C  Staff  Realigned 

The  French  Cinema  Center,  Inc., 
distributors  of  "Harvest,"  announces 
a  re-alignment  of  officers.  Staff  now 
consists  of  Andre  R.  Heymann,  pres- 
ident; Paulette  Amaud,  vice-presi- 
dent; Herman  G.  Weinberg,  director 
of  publicity;  Charles  Jahrblum,  film 
editor.  Oliphant  &  Lerman  are 
counsel. 


Brandt  Due  in  Philly 

Philadelphia  —  Harry  Brandt, 
ITOA  prexy,  now  on  the  Coast,  is 
expected  to  attend  a  luncheon  of 
film  men  at  the  Hotel  Warwick  here 
next  Thursday. 

Appearance  is  by  invitation. 


RKO  Midwest  Biz  Better 

Chicago — Tom  Gorman,  RKO  dis- 
trict manager,  reports  improving 
business  throughout  the  Chicago 
territory. 


Krendel  to  Hamilton 

Toronto  —  Promotion  of  Dan  E. 
Krendel,  manager  of  FPC's  Tivoli 
here,  to  the  city  managership  of  the 
circuit's  Hamilton  operations  is  an- 
nounced. Krendel  entered  film  biz 
via  the  trade  paper  field. 

Arthur  Funeral  Tomorrow 

Funeral  services  for  Daniel  V. 
Arthur,  73,  veteran  manager  and 
stage  producer,  will  be  held  in  St. 
Malachy's  Church  at  10  a.m.  tomor- 
row. 
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{ JahXai  and  ^Lrien  QnaLnecJ 

*--»  Du  Pont  Superior-2  is  a  new 
panchromatic  negative  for 
general  production  use.  It  is 
twice  as  fast  as  the  familiar 
Superior  Pan- 100  type  (now  to 
be  known  as  Superior- 1).  Yet 
the  grain  size  is  perceptably  finer. 

^  Superior -2  retains  the  wide 
latitude,  long  scale  gradation  and 
ability  to  render  shadow  detail 
that  have  established  Superior- 1 
a  photographic  material  of 


DuPont  Film  Manufacturing 
Corporation,  Incorporated 

9  Rockefeller  Plaza,  New  York,N.Y. 
Plant Parlin,  N.  J. 

Smith  &  Aller,  Ltd. 

6656  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 

Hollywood California 


as 

outstanding  excellence.  For  prac- 
tical purposes  the  developing 
characteristics  of  the  two  films 
are  identical.  We  invite  you  to 
try  Superior- 2  (type  126)  on 
your  next  production. 


BETTER  THINGS  for  BETTER  LIVINQ   through  CHEMISTRY 


^^Ikl     Q  Ci  A  AAA  AAA      ^wo  Grand   National  stockholders  owning  jointly  $260  worth   of  stock  have   filed  suit 

OlN    OUed     Tor    jlU/UUU/UUU--against  Grand   National,   Educational,   E.  W.   Hammons  and  all  officers  for  $10,000,000. 
Action  was  instigated  by  F.  R.  Fairchild,  who  bought  $250  worth  of  stock  in  1938,  and  Sarah  Spewack,  who  bought  $10  worth  of  stock  in   1939. 
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Stirn's  New  RKO  Reorg.  Attack  May  Defer  Atlas  Plan 

KENT  DOUBTS  WISDOM  OTCUTTING  PIXjCHEDULES 

"Pinocchio"  to  be  Sold  at  50%  on  Single  Bills  Only 


THEWEtr  IN 
REVIEW 

Interrogs.  for  Gov't 

=     By  L.  H.  MITCHELL      == 


DOMESTIC 

LITIGATION:  Columbia  filed  65 
sweeping  interrogatories  in  equity 
suit,  answers  to  which  will  reveal 
the  Government's  case  in  full.  .  .  . 
RKO  earlier  filed  43  interrogatories, 
and  it  became  known  the  Government 
is  now  ready  to  disclose  the  identity 
of  its  witnesses.  .  .  .  Supreme  Court 
denied  M-G-M's  petition  for  review 
of  the  "Letty  Lynton"  plagiarism  de- 
cision in  which  20  per  cent  of  the 
profit  was  awarded  to  Sheldon  and 
Avres.  and  then  granted  plaintiffs' 
petition  for  a  review  contending 
award  should  have  given  them   100 

per  cent  of  the  profits.  .  .  . 

*  *         * 

DISTRIBUTORS:  M-G-M  an- 
nounced a  uniform  percentage  on  all 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  bookings — 
straight  70  iper  cent — pledged  a  min- 
imum profit  of  10  per  cent  to  the 
exhibs.  .  .  .  Paramount's  prexy,  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  stated  the  company  had 
spent  more  than  $500,000  in  addi- 
tion! newspaper  and  magazine  ad- 
vertising of  its  product  in  the  past 
few  months,  and  would  maintain  a 
record  expenditure.  .  .  .  New  under- 
writing plan  for  RKO  Radio  by  Atlas 
Corp.  was  demanded  by  Federal  Court 
within  a  week,  failing  which  he 
would  ask  the  referee  to  draw  up  a 

stock  flotation  plan. 

*  *         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  Referee  called 
for  a  final  conference  on  Grand  Na- 
tional financing.  .  .  .  Max  A.  Cohen 
reported  "definite  progress"  on  a 
New  York  State  fair  trade  plan.  .  .  . 
Studio  teamsters,  carpenters  and 
electricians  were  awarded  a  10  per 
j  cent  pay  rise  at  the  Atlantic  City 
confab;  musicians  made  no  demands. 

FOREIGN 

EUROPE :  Spanish  decree  that  90 
per  cent  of  all  film  imports  must  be 
dubbed  in  Spanish  in  Spain,  and  that 
one  domestic  film  must  be  produced 
for  every  10  imported,  aroused  pro- 
test of  American  diatribe. 


Depinet  Says  Disney  Feature 

Must  Be  Given  Longer 

Playing  Time 

Selling  terms  for  Walt  Disney's 
"Pinocchio"  call  for  50  per  cent  of 
the  gross,  in  addition  to  three  other 
basic  principles  governing  the  re- 
lease of  the  feature-length  cartoon, 
it  was  annouced  Friday  by  Ned  Depi- 
net, RKO  vice-president. 

"Pinocchio"  will  play  on  percent- 
age terms  only,  on  a  single  feature 
program  and  must  be  given  longer 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


COL.  TO  HOLD  FOUR 
DIVISIONAL  PARLEYS 


Columbia  has  set  the  first  of  four 
divisional  sales  meetings  to  be  held 
next  month  for  Washington  on  Jan. 
6-7.  it  was  announced  at  the  week- 
end.      A.    Montague,    general    sales 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Ed  Grainger  to  Release 

Two  or  Three  Thru  UA? 


TO  CONTINUE 
BRITISH  PROD. 

20  tb  Century -Fox  Will  Make 
Minimum  of  Three 


Ed  Grainger  has  completed  his 
financing  arrangements  for  the  pro- 
duction of  two  or  three  pictures, 
first  of  which  is  slated  for  the  cam- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  make 
a  minimum  of  three  pictures  in  Eng- 
land next  year,  Robert  Kane,  the 
company's  British  production  chief, 
said  Saturday  upon  his  arrival  from 
Europe  by  Clipper.  He  said  20th- 
Fox  had  completed  its  program  over 
there  for  this  year  and  had  every 
intention  of  resuming  production  on 
April  1. 

Kane  said  it  was  unlikely  that  the 
American  distributors'  "frozen" 
money  in  England  would  be  used  for 
production,  but  that  the  proposed 
credit  bank  might  make  production 
possible.  The  credit  bank,  he  said, 
would  be  financed  by  government  and 
private  capital. 

Five  British  studios  are  now  op- 
erating, Kane  said,  and  there  appears 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

$60,000  Advance  for  GWTW 
in  Atlanta,  $25,000  Here 

"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  which  has 
its  world  premiere  at  Loew's  Grand, 
Atlanta,  Dec.  15  has  already  rolled 
up  a  $60,000  advance  there,  it  was 
learned    Friday.       Picture    on    that 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


20th-Fox      Prexy     Advocates 

Code   Concessions   by 

Each  Company 

Stating  that  he  was  definitely  in 
favor  of  20th-Fox  making  as  many 
pictures  as  the  company's  budget 
for  1940-41  would  permit,  and  that 
past  performances  by  other  compa- 
nies had  indicated  cutting  the  num- 
ber of  pictures  so  that  nothing  but 
"good"  pictures  would  be  turned  out, 
had  proved  to  be  a  fallacy,  Sidney 
R.  Kent,  20th-Fox  prexy,  left  Friday 
night  for  studio  huddles  with  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck. 
A  tentative  budget  and  schedule  of 
pix  for  the  next  production  season 
probably  will  be  set. 

It  was  believed  that  Kent  would 
oppose   any  reduction  in   company's 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

SHOWDOWNEXPECTED 
ON  GRAND  NATIONAL 


Stirn  in  New  Attack  on  RKO  Reorg./ 
Atlas  Proposal  Before  Board  Today 


Network  Television  Feasible, 
Inventor  Armstrong  Asserts 

Network  television  is  possible,  ac- 
cording to  Maj.  Edwin  Armstrong, 
inventor  of  the  frequency  modula- 
tion radio  transmission.  Tele,  he 
said,  which  operates  on  the  same 
wave  band  as  frequency  modulation, 
could  be  transmitted  and  re-telecast 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Petition  for  a  writ 
of  certiorari,  seeking  leave  to  appeal 
from  the  findings  of  the  Federal 
Court,  Southern  District,  New 
York,  was  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  here  Friday, 
together  with  a  brief,  by  Ernest  W. 
Stirn  in  connection  with  the  RKO 
reorg.  proceedings. 

Proponents  of  the  RKO  reorgani- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


A  showdown  on  the  Grand  Na- 
tional situation  is  expected  today 
when  President  E.  W.  Hammons 
again  faces  the  creditors  and  re- 
ports on  the  status  of  the  contem- 
plated refinancing  plans. 

While  indications  are  that  the  nec- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

James  Roosevelt  Elected 

Pres.  of  Goldwyn  Studios 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — James  Roosevelt  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn  studios.  This  will  not 
affect  his  duties  as  vice-president  of 
Samuel    Goldwyn   Productions. 

The  above  report  apparently  sub- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Resume  Exchange  Pact 

Conferences  Thursday 

Meeting  between  major  execs,  and 
the  exchange  workers  union  to  nego- 
tiate a  new  basic  contract  will  be 
continued  Thursday  at  the  Warner 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY) 

NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    634       6%       6'4  —     Vi 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    16!/8     16V8     16V8  —     Vs 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.     Fm.     Ind.    pfd 

East.   Kodak 

do  pfd 172       170i/i  170Vi  —  3% 

Gen.    Th.     Eq 11  Vs     HVg     11V8  —     % 

Loew's.     Inc 34        33V2     33V8  —     Vi 

do    pfd 1043/4  104V8  104%  —    7/8 

Paramount      7%       75/8       7%  —     Vi 

Paramount    1st    pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     9V8       9  9V8  +     Va 

Pathe    Film     lOV,     10V2     10%—     % 

RKO     IV,       1%       1%     

20th    Century-Fox    ..   123/i     12y2     12%—     1/4 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd 

Univ.     Pict.     pfd 

Warner    Bros 4  33,4       3%  —     1/4 

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK   BOND    MARKET 

Keith   B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.   3%s46..102%  102       102      —     % 

Para.     B'way    3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 V4s47 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor    12%     12%     12%  +     % 

Trans-Lux 

Universal  Corp.  vtc...     2%       2%       2'/8  —     % 

Universal  Picts 

N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100%  104 

Loew's  Thea.  Realty  6s  1  st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,  Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 


a  The  Broadway  Parade  ® 

Picture  and  Distributor  Theater 

The  Mill  on  the  Floss   (Standard  Pictures)— 5th  week :Asfo'[ 

The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex  (Warner  Bros.  Pictures)— 2nd  week Strand 

Destry   Rides   Again    (Universal    Pictures)— 2nd   week     ki"      22! 

We  Are  Not  A'.one   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures)— 2nd  week Music  Mall 

That's  Right,  You're  Wrong  (RKO  Radio  Pictures)— 2nd  week Cr'ter.'on 

The  Secret  of  Dr.   Kildare   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) •  -  .Capitol 

The  Creat  Victor  Herbert  (Paramount  Pictures) Paramount 

The    Barricade    (20th    Century-Fcx) ■*<>** 

Tower  of  London   (Universal  Pictures) r-l° 

Mutiny  in  the  Big  House  (Monogram  Pictures) „  , 

Drums  Along  the  Mohawk  (20th  Century-Fox)    (a-b) „, 

Kid  Nightingale   (Warner  Bros.   Pictures)    (a) Palace 

The  Frog  (20th  Century-Fox)    (a-b) £entra 

Wall   Street  Cowboy    (Republic   Pictures)    (a) Central 

♦    FOKEfft/V  LANGUAGE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest   (French   Cinema   Center)— 11th  week World 

Port  of  Shadows   (Film  Alliance)— 3rd  week   (a-b) 55th  St.   Playhouse 

First  Film  Concert  (World  Pictures)— 2nd  week   (a-b) 55th  St.  Playhouse 

Vi  Tvaa   (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures)— 2nd  week 43th  St.   Playhouse 

The  White   Squadron    (Esperia    Films)— 2nd   week Cinecitta 

The  Devil  is  an  Empress   (Columbia  Pictures) — 2nd  week Belmont 

Rasputin   (Concord  Films)    (b) 5th    Ave.    Playhouse 

II   Dottor  Antonio    (Italian   feature) Cine    Roma 

♦    FUTLIIE  OPEMIMGS    ♦ 

Balalaika    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer)— Dec.   14 Music   Hall 

Remember     (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) — Dec.     14 Capitol 

Nick  Carter,  Master  Detective   (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — Dec.   14 Criterion 

Everything  Happens  at   Night   (20th   Century-Fox)— Dec.    15 Roxy 

Gone  with  the  Wind   (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer-S.   I.) — Dec.   19   (d) Astor 

Cone  with  the  Wind   (Metro-Goldwyn-Miyer-S.  I.) — Dec.  19  (e) Capitol 

Gulliver's  Travels    (Paramount   Pictures-Fleischer) — Dec.   20 Paramount 

Four  Wives  (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — Dec.  22 Strand 

Servant  Girls   (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures) — Dec.  29 48th  St.  Theater 

The  Roaring  Twenties  (Warner  Brcs.  Pictures) — Dec.  14  (a-b) Palace 

The  Honeymoon's  Over  (20th  Century-Fox) — Dec.  14  (a) Palace 

(a)  Dual    bill,      (b)  Subsequent    run.      (c)  Follows    current    bill,      (d)  Two-a-day    run. 
(e)  Continuous,  unreserved. 


cominG  nno  going 


ALEXANDER  KORDA  arrived  yesterday  from 
the   Ccast. 

CLAUDETTE  COLBERT  was  a  New  York  ar- 
rival  Friday. 

EDDIE    GRAINGER    flew   to   the   Coast   Friday. 

WILLIAM  SCULLY  is  back  from  a  Southern 
tour. 

DAVID   ROSE   leaves   tomorrow   for  Hoi.,    jod. 
HOWARD  DIETZ  goes  to  Atlanta  tomorrow. 

WALTER  HUSTON  arrives  late  this  month 
for   a    stage    assignment. 

CLARK  GABLE  and  VICTOR  FLEM1NC  planed 
from   the  Coast  to  Atlanta  yesterday. 

MAY  ROBSON  arrives  in  Hollywood  today 
after  10  days  in  New  York. 

FRED    KOHLER,   JR.,    is   vacationing   here. 

ROBERT  T.  KANE  arrived  from  Europe  Satur- 
day  via    Clipper. 

FRANK  BURNS,  RCA  Photophone's  assistant 
vice-president  on  the  West  Coast,  and  WIL- 
LIAM BULLOCK,  RCA's  Hollywood  office  ex- 
ecutive, are  visiting  the  Company's  Camden 
headquarters    for    approximately    a    week. 


Para.'s  Finnish  Manager, 

Cashier  Stick  to   Posts 


Harry  Hammar,  Paramount's  man- 
ager in  Helsingfors,  and  Aune  Jen- 
sen, cashier,  are  the  only  members 
of  the  company's  staff  in  the  Fin- 
nish capital  to  remain  at  their  posts, 
the  home  office  was  advised  on  Fri- 
day. All  the  others,  approximately 
20,  have  either  evacuated  the  city 
or  are  in  the  army,  due  to  the  Rus- 
sian invasion. 

Paramount  executives  learned  of 
the  situation  in  a  cable  from  Carl  P. 
York,  manager  for  the  Scandinavian 
^untries,  who  was  able  to  contact 
Hammar  by  telephone  from  Stock- 
holm. 

Business  is  at  a  complete  stand- 
still in  Helsingfors,  Hammar  told 
York,  adding  that  he  hoDed  it  would 
be  onlv  a  temporary  halt  in  activi- 
ties. The  home  of  Carl  Dahlstoms. 
prominent  circuit  operator  in  the 
capital,  has  been  demolished-  by 
bombs,  as  well  as  the  home  of  the 
Savoy  Theater's  manager. 


Screen  Publicists  Guild 
Wins  $100  Minimum  Salary 

West    Coast    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Screen  Publicists 
Guild  contract  accepted  by  the  pro- 
ducers provides  for  a  minimum  of 
$100  weekly  for  senior  press  agents, 
— those  with  three  years'  experience 
— with  salary  figure  retroactive  to 
Oct.  9.  Pact  is  now  being  drafted  by 
counsel. 

According  to  the  SPG,  contract 
assures  100  per  cent  pay  jump  for 
some  members. 

Guild  credits  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
AMPP  prexy,  with  effecting  the 
agreement. 


RKO  Radio  Closes  Deal 

With   Mich.  Co-operative 


Ned  E.  Depinet  of  RKO  Radio 
Friday  announced  the  closing  of  a 
deal  with  the  Co-operative  Theaters 
of  Michigan  for  the  1939-40  prod- 
uct. The  transaction  involves  some 
80  theaters.  RKO  was  represented 
in  the  negotiations  by  Andy  Smith, 
Eastern  and  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager, Ed  McEvoy,  Eastern  Central 
district  manager  and  J.  Sharkey, 
branch  manager  at  Detroit. 

Two  Midwest  circuit  deals  for 
1939-40  product  also  were  announced. 
Pacts  were  signed  with  Saxe  Amuse- 
ment Management,  Inc.,  in  the  Mil- 
waukee territory,  and  Northio  The- 
aters, operating  housesin  Ohio  and 
Kentucky. 


Campaigns  in  30  Keys 

for  WB  "Child  is  Born" 


SAFETY]  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Korda  Delays  Departure; 

May  Leave  Late  in  Week 

Alexander  Korda  has  delayed  his 
departure  for  England  until  late  this 
week.  He  was  scheduled  to  leave 
by  Clipper  yesterday  and  was  due  to 
arrive  from   the  Coast  last  evening. 


Neu  Funeral  Held 

Newark,    N.    J. — Funeral    services 
were  held  Saturday  for  Mrs.  Jacob- 
ina  Neu,  94,  who  operated  Fox's  the- 
ater here  for  32  years. 


Warners  will  duplicate  the  Kansas 
City  exploitation  campaign  on  "A 
Child  is  Born"  in  30  selected  keys. 
Pix  will  be  nationally  released  Jan. 
6. 

Over  the  week-end  meetings  were 
held  in  the  company's  branch  of- 
fices in  Cleveland,  Chicago  and 
Louisville  with  local  field  exploita- 
tion men,  branch  personnel  and  ex- 
hibitors in  attendance.  Similar  meet- 
ings will  be  held  this  week  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Washington,  Baltimore,  Phil- 
adelphia and  Albany. 


British  Trade  Pace  Becomes 
Officially  Effective  Dec.  24 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Anglo-American  re- 
ciprocal trade  agreement  signed  a 
vear  ago  becomes  effective  officially 
Dec.  24  under  a  supplementary  pro- 
clamation issued  by  the  President. 
Agreement,  which  includes  films, 
has  been  applied  provisionally 
since  Jan.  1. 


Loew's  Sets   Dividend 

The  regular  quarterly  dividend  of 
50  cents  a  share  on  the  common 
stock  was  declared  by  Loew's,  Inc., 
Friday  at  a  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors.  Dividend  will  be  pay- 
able Dec.  30. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

DECEMBER  11 
Silly    Eilers 

Gilbert  Roland 
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ATTACK  MAY  DEFER 
ATLAS'S  RKO  PLAN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

zation  plan, — the  so-called  Atlas 
Group, — have  20  days  in  which  to 
answer  the  petition,  which  is  filed 
under  No.  577. 

Observers  here  assert  that  the  fil- 
ing—^ the  Stirn  petition  appears  to 
indicate  that  no  new  financing  plan 
for  RKO  will  be  advanced  until  early 

i  in  1940  by  the  Atlas  Group,  which 
is  understood  to  be  awaiting  the 
disposition  of  all  appeal  moves. 

It  is  said  that  adjournment  of  the 
last  week's  hearing  in  Federal  Court, 
New  York  City,  was  prompted  by 
the  fact  that  the  proponents  are 
marking  time  with  respect  to  the 
promulgation  of  a  new  financing 
nlan  until  the  appeal  filed  by  Kom- 
mel  &  Rosenberg  in  behalf  of  H. 
Cassel   &    Co.  has   been   decided  bv 

1  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court.  This  de- 
cision is  expected  either  today  or 
at  the  latest  on  a  succeeding  Mon- 
day of  the  present  month. 

Now  that  Stirn  has  filed  his  peti- 
tion, January  will  be  the  earliest 
time  an  Atlas  finance  proposal  can 
be  expected,  it  was  stated. 

Well-informed  circles  privately 
assert  that  the  delay  occasioned  by 
the  adjudication  of  appeals  may  turn 
out  to  be  an  advantage  to  the  pro- 
ponents, for  market  conditions  may 
show  a  sufficient  improvement  to 
warrant  a  higher  price  for  a  new 
stock  issue. 


RKO  Board  Again  Considers 
Atlas  Underwriting  Plan 

In  an  effort  to  finalize  an  under- 
writing plan  for  the  flotation  of  the 
proposed  common  stock  issue  of  the 
new  RKO  Corp.,  the  company's 
board  of  directors  met  on  Friday, 
!  but  adjourned  the  session  until  to- 
day, at  which  time  discussions  will 
continue  and,  it  is  hoped,  definite  ac- 
tion taken.  Proposal  before  the 
Board  is  the  second  submitted  by 
Atlas  Corp. 

Considerable  pressure  was  broue-ht 
upon  the  Atlas  Group  at  the  RKO 
reorg.  hearing  in  Federal  Court 
early  last  week  when  Judge  Wil- 
liam Bondy  asserted  that  he  ex- 
pected delays  to  cease  in  the  matter 
of  formulating  a  suitable  underwrit- 
ing plan,  and  told  proponent  coun- 
sel that,  pursuant  to  tomorrow's 
hearing,  the  Court  would  shorten 
adjournment  periods  to  less  than  a 
week,  and,  if  necessary,  put  hear- 
ings on  a  day-to-day  basis  until 
the  underwriting  plan's  terms  were 
arrived  at  and  presented  to  the 
Court. 

Tomorrow's  hearing  will  be  held 
at  2:30  p.m.  in  Federal  Court's 
Room  705. 


Larger  Xmas  Bonus 

Binghamton — Employes  of  Agfa  Ansco 
Corp.  will  split-  a  $145  000  Christmas 
bonus  as  against  $125,000  distributed 
last  year. 


4L€NG  THE 


WITH  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •      •     WHATEVER    you    can    say    about    it dear    ole    1939 

A.D.   has   been    the   most   animating   in   pix   history and   if   there's 

any    doubt    in    your    mind we    refer    you    to    the    Messrs.    Disney. 

Fleischer.    Schlesinger,    et    al 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THERE'S    been   more   drawing    in   the    above    gents' 

studios during     the     past     twelve-months than     you're 

likely  to  find  in  all  the  realm of  contemporary  poker 

For  example,  in  the  instance  of  Max  Fleischer 'tis  authori- 
tatively said that  700   artists  were   on  the  "boards" to 

turn  out  the  some  500,000  celluloids  and  backgrounds which 

go  to  make  up  the  115,200  composite  scenes for  "Gulliver's 

Travels" and  that  approximately  16  tons  of  drawing  paper 

were    used plus    12    tons    of    paint which    sounds    like 

enough 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     NOT  only  from  the  statistical  side but  from  that  of 

entertainment "Gulliver"   is   a   big  production and  is   certain 

to  make   a  gargantuan   pile   of  dough  for  the.  producers,  distribs.   and 

exhibs It  cost  a  pile,  too a  mere  million  or  more Isn't 

the  pix  biz  wonderful! We  never  hear  of  big  pix  statistics  in  this 

department but   that   we   find   a   strange,   quixotic  smile  breaking 

out at    the    realization    that    when    all    the    mountainous    work    is 

done   at   a   studio the   essence  of   all  the  labor   and   expenditure 

is  packed  and  marketed in  a  few  simple  metal  containers 

It's   much   like   reducing    tons    and    tons    of   ore to    gain    a 

gram  of  precious  metal 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     WE  think  Max  Fleischer  will  smile  quixotically,  too 

when  he   attends  the   world  premiere   of  "Gulliver" 

at  W.  R.    (Paramount  Partner)    Lynch's  nifty  Sheridan  Theater 

in  Miami  Beach a  week  from  today not  only   because 

the  picture  is  marvelous but  because  modern  commerce  is 

marvelous To  wit: Mister  Fleischer  and  his  staff 

toiled  for  many  months  making  "Gulliver" right  in  Miami 

The  pix  debuts  at  Miami  Beach But  the  print  will  have 

to  be  delivered  all  the  way  'cross  continent from  Techni- 
color's Hollywood  labs So  "Gulliver"  will  have  done  some 

really  extensive  traveling from  his  genesis  at  the  hands  of 

Mister  Fleischer until  Max  sees  his  "offspring"  again 

on  Bill  Lynch's  nearby  screen! 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  LEON  SCHLESINGER  has  just  put  his  new  "Canton  Kid- 
dies" cartoons first  of  which  will  be  "The  Mighty  Hunters" 

before  the  Technicolor  cameras   for   Warner   release James   Swin- 

nerton.  originator  of  the  "Kiddies,"  created  the  screen  characters 

collaborated  on  the  story and  painted  all  the  backgrounds 

entirely   IN  OIL for   the   first   time  in   an   animated  cartoon 

Schlesinger   asserts  the   oil  paintings   will   give   the   animated   film   the 

same  advantage  that  an  oil  painting  has  over  water  color solidity. 

depth    and    color   effect Score    another    advance   for    1939    as    an 

animated  year. 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THOMAS     HART     BENTON,     celebrated     American 

artist has  agreed  to  deliver  a  set  of  six  original  lithographs 

to  20th-Fox to  be  used  as  ads  for  that  company's  produc- 
tion of  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath".  .  .  %  W.  G.  Van  Schmus  will 
host  a  gala  cocktail  party  this  afternoon in  the  studio  apart- 
ment of  Radio  City  Music  Hall for  Miss  Ilona  Massey 

singing  star  of  M-G-M's  "Balalaika" which  pix  is  the  the- 
ater's Xmas  attraction 


KENT  AGAINST  CUTS 
IN  PIX  SCHEDULES 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

production  schedule,  with  Herman 
Wobber,  sales  manager,  who  will 
also  bs  at  the  huddles,  believed  to  be 
also  opposed  to  a  reduction.  Zanuck 
and  Schenck  are  reported  on  the 
Coast  as  being  desirous  of  cutting 
the  schedule  to  around  36  pictures. 

Kent  outlined  what  the  experi- 
ence of  another  major  had  been 
when  its  production  schedule  had 
been  cut,  stating  thst  maybe  25  pic- 
tures a  year  would  be  ideal  for  both 
distributor  and  exhibitor,  but  that 
an  "all  big  picture"  program  was 
not  possible.  With  a  larger  num- 
ber of  pictures  the  exhibitor  is  as- 
sured of  a  larger  number  of  top 
flight  films  being  turned  out  in  the 
entire  lineup,  he  said. 

When  asked  if  he  thought  the  Code 
could  be  salvaged,  Kent  expressed 
the  opinion  that  government  action 
had  made  the  companies  possible  tar- 
gets for  further  prosecution,  but 
that  individual  action  by  the  compa- 
nies was  feasible  and  to  be  desired 
where    it    was    possible. 

He  said  that  business  in  England 
at  last  reports  was  off  between  30 
and  40  per  cent  and  that  it  was  in  a 
precarious  position.  He  described 
world-wide  business  as  being  pre- 
carious, but  was  optimistic  about  an 
even   wider   upturn  in   this   country. 

Charles  E.  McCarthy,  ad.  and  pub. 
chieftain,  and  Sidney  Towell,  treas- 
urer, accompanied  Kent.  McCarthy 
said  release  dates  on  "Grapes  of 
Wrath"  and  "The  Blue  Bird,"  as 
well  as  premiere  engagements  and 
how  the  pix  would  be  handled, 
would  probably  be  set  at  the  studio 
confabs.  They  expect  to  return  to 
New  York  this  week-end. 


20th-Fox  May  Call  Meeting 
Of  All  Overseas  Managers 

That  20th-Fox  might  call  a  world- 
wide sales  convention  which  would 
include  all  overseas  managers  as 
well  as  domestic  distribution  leaders 
next  year  in  the  event  the  European 
war  is  still  raging  was  believed  to 
be  a  probability,  it  was  learned  at 
the  week-end. 

Sidney  R.  Kent,  company's  prexy, 
is  said  to  be  studying  feasibility  of 
such  a  move  due  to  general  unset- 
tled conditions  throughout  the  world 
at  this  time.  Company's  managers 
from  every  country  in  the  world 
would  attend  the  sales  confabs  if 
plan   is   crystallized. 


Two  Rat  Tails  Will 
Get  Film  Admission 

Harrison,  Ark. — "Rat  Tail  Day"  will 
be  observed  here  Dec.  18.  The  county 
health  unit,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Lyric  Theater,  is  sponsoring  it  in  order 
to  impress  the  younger  generation  with 
the  fact  that  rats  carry  disease.  For 
two  rat  tails,  children  will  be  admitted 
to  the  Lyric  at  the  matinee.  House  fly 
matinee  was  conducted  at  the  theater 
last    Spring. 


DON'T  FORGET,  SOYS. . . 

f^'REMEMBER  THE  NIGHT 
. . .  due  Jan.  19 . . .  the  picture 
Hollywood  is  raving  about! 


.****, 


WA 


Proving  a  great  picture 
can  do  big  business 
at  any  season  .  .  . 
"THE  GREAT  VICTOR 
HERBERT"  defies  pre- 
Christmas  business 
jinx  by  smashing  to 
opening  day  high  at 
New  York  Paramount 
equalling  record- 
making  "The  Cat  and 
the  Canary,"  Thanks- 
giving week  opener. 


Child  star  discovery.  •  .who  has 
the  N.  Y.  Paramount  audiences 
cheering  her  terrific  voice! 
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SHOWDOWN  EXPECTED 
ON  GRAND  NATIONAL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

essary  money  can  and  will  be  avail- 
able within  a  short  time,  the  credi- 
tors may  ask  for  a  "yes"  or  "no" 
answer  today  unless  Hammons  can 
convince  them  that  the  money  will 
be  forthcoming  by  a  specified  time. 
A  meeting  among  Erpi,  RFC  and 
creditors'  representatives,  reported- 
ly scheduled  for  Saturday,  was  not 
held,  although  Hammons  was  said 
to  have  met  with  interested  finan- 
cial parties,  and  the  results  of  this 
meeting  may  be  revealed  at  today's 
session.  The  Grand  National  presi- 
dent appeared  confident  over  the 
week-end  that  the  financing  plans 
would  be  brought  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 


Tele's  Annual  Cost 
to  NBC,  $780,000? 

Television  costs  NBC  between  $520,000 
to  $780,000  yearly,  an  estimate  of 
talent,  personnel,  rent  and  amortization 
charges  reveals.  Figure  was  secured  on 
the  basis  of  weekly  costs  of  from  $10,000 
to  $15  000  or  which  talent  takes 
about  $2,200-$2,500.  Part  of  the  talent 
cost  is  underwritten  by  sponsors  who, 
under  FCC  regulations,  may  purchase 
talent  but  not  time. 


James  Roosevelt  Elected 
Pres.  of  Goldwyn  Studios 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stantiates  Roosevelt's  repeated  de- 
nials of  reports  that  he  would  resign 
from  the  Goldwyn  organization  to 
form  his  own  independent  producing 
company. 


20th-Fox  Will  Produce 

Minimum  of  3  in  England 

(  Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  be  facilities  available  for  Ameri- 
can companies.  English  producers 
are  optimistic,  he  asserted,  but  no- 
body can  tell  how  many  pictures 
A'ill  be  made  in  England  next  year. 
After  conferences  with  Sidney  R. 
Kent  and  other  executives,  Kane  will 
return  to  England  early  in  1940. 


Tex  Ritter,  Miner 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywocd — Tex  Ritter,  having 
just  completed  "Roll,  Wagons,  Roll," 
is  headed  for  his  mines  in  Bishop, 
vvhere  he  will  remain  until  produc- 
tion of  "Rhythm  of  the  Rio  Grande" 
begins  in  January.  Ritter  is  special- 
izing in  mining  of  tungsten  and  man- 
ganese and  has  made  a  strike,  ac- 
cording to  Edward  Finney,  his  pro- 
ducer. 


$60,000  Advance  for  GWTW 
in  Atlanta,  $25,000  Here 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

basis  is  expected  to  run  at  least  six 
weeks. 

Advance  sale  at  the  Astor  here 
also  on  Friday  had  exceeded  $25,000, 
while  in  Reading,  Pa.,  city  of  ap- 
proximately 112,000  where  GWTW 
will  play  two-a-day.  the  advance 
had  hit  $5,000. 

For  the  Astor  to  date  two  benefits 
have  been  arranged  on  flat  buys,  less 
those  seats  sold  in  advance  by  the 
house. 

Run  expectancy  at  the  Capitol 
here,  where  GWTW  will  be  presented 
on  a  non-reserved  seat  basis  is  es- 
timated at  four  to  five  weeks. 


MA  father  will  come  before  you  to 
defend  the  life  of  his  own  daughter." 


T 
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Southern  Governors  Will 
Attend  Premiere  of  GWTW 

Atlanta — Governors  of  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Tennessee,  Mississippi  and  Georgia 
will  attend  the  GWTW  premiere  here 
and  the  presence  of  the  chief  ex- 
ecutives of  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Ar- 
kansas, Virginia  and  Louisiana  ad- 
ditionally is  anticipated.  Assembled 
governors  will  precede  the  premiere 
with  a  freight  rate  conference. 

City  is  going  into  costume  for  a 
three-day  fete,  Dec.  14-16,  and  At- 
lanta of  1864  will  be  "restored"  as 
far  as  possible. 

Margaret  Mitchell,  novelist,  will 
attend  the  premiere  and  will  be  hon- 
ored by  the  Woman's  Press  Club  with 
a  cocktail  party. 

Kay  Kyser,  whose  ork  will  play 
for  the  ball  on  the  premiere  eve, 
will  remain  for  a  dance  at  the  City 
Auditorium  on  the  opening  night; 
it's  designed  to  catch  those  unable 
to  obtain  premiere  tickets. 


COL.  TO  HOLD  FOUR 
DIVISIONAL  PARLEYS 


a 


MAIN  STREET  LAWYER" 


with 


EDWARD  ELLIS  •  ANITA  LOUISE 

HAROLD  HUBER*  ROBERT  BALDWIN  •  BEVERLY  ROBERTS 

A  Republic  Picture 


Network  Television  Feasible, 
Inventor  Armstrong  Asserts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  stations  without  the  use  of  leased 
wires  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
employed  in  the  radio  broadcast 
tests. 

"When  and  if  there  is  a  television 
chain,"  Major  Armstrong  stated,  "it 
will  be  done  with  frequency  modula- 
tion. The  technical  principles  are 
the  same  in  television  as  in  fre- 
quency modulation." 

Talking  of  his  new  staticless 
transmission,  Armstrong  stated  that 
more  than  25  stations  would  be  op- 
erating frequency  modulated  trans- 
mission by  next  summer,  with  the 
possibility  of  100  of  such  outlets 
being    available. 

He  stated  that  several  large  man- 
ufacturers are  now  constructing  sets 
which  can  receive  frequency  modu- 
lated programs,  and  that  these  sets 
would  be  placed  on  the  market  soon 
at  reasonable  prices. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

manager,  will  preside  at  all  four, 
meetings  being  designed  to  promote 
closer  co-op  between  the  home  office 
and  field  staff  and  to  discuss  prod- 
uct. 

Sam  Galanty,  division  ma  ger, 
will  head  the  delegates  from  the 
Mid-East  territory  (Cincy,  Cleve- 
land, Pittsburgh  and  Washington 
branches)  at  the  Washington  ses- 
sions. Montague,  Rube  Jackter, 
Louis  Astor,  Lou  Weinberg  and  Max 
Weisfeldt  will  attend  from  the  home 
office. 

Second  conference  will  be  held  in 
Chicago  on  Jan.  13-14  and  will  take 
in  the  Midwestern  and  Central  divi- 
sions of  which  Phil  Dunas  and  Carl 
Shalit  are  Division  managers,  re- 
spectively. Branches  represented 
will  be  Chicago,  Detroit,  Milwaukee, 
Des  Moines,  Minneapolis,  Kansas 
City  and    St.   Louis. 

Third  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
Jan.  17-18  in  Dallas,  for  the  South- 
ern Division,  which  includes  offices 
in  Atlanta,  Charlotte,  Memphis, 
Oklahoma  City  and  New  Orleans. 
Sam  Moscow  is  in  charge  of  this 
territory  as  division  manager. 

The  final  conference  will  take  place 
in  San  Francisco,  Jan.  27-28. 
Branches  in  this  section  which  will  be 
represented  by  their  managers  and 
sales  forces,  headed  by  Jerome  Saf- 
ron,  division  manager,  include  Den- 
ver, Los  Angeles,  Portland,  Salt 
Lake  City,  San  Francisco  and 
Seattle. 


Ed  Grainger  to  Releasae 

Two  or  Three  Thru  UA? 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eras  early  in  the  Spring.  He  is 
reported  to  be  negotiating  with 
United  Artists  for  release.  Grainger 
left  for  Hollywood  Friday  night. 


Arnold  Seeks  to  Enlarge 

His  Anti-Trust  Division 


French  Pix  Withdrawn 

National  Pictures  Corp.  is  with- 
drawing the  French  version  of  "40 
Little  Mothers"  in  compliance  with 
terms  of  the  deal  by  which  Metro 
acquired  the  remake  rights,  Edwin 
Fadiman  advises. 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Thurman  Arnold  appeared 
before  the  Temporary  National  Eco- 
nomic Committee  Friday  asking 
immediate  employment  by  the  Anti- 
Trust  Division  of  150  men,  to  be 
stationed  at  strategic  points  through- 
out the  country,  "to  head  up  the 
investigation  of  consumers'  com- 
plaints and  promote  co-operation 
with  consumer  groups." 

They  would  be  lawyer-economists 
and  become  fully  acquainted  with  the 
trade,  labor  and  consumer  organiza- 
tions in  their  respective  states.  They 
would  act  as  "clearing  houses  for 
complaints  from  consumers  and  bus- 
iness men,"  Arnold  said.  He  also 
advocated  making  the  Monopoly 
Committee  a  permanent  body. 
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Million  Anti-Neely  Bill  Letters  to  Congress,  Brandt  Aim 


1T0A    Prexy    Predicts    Duals 

in  All  Sections  of  U.  S. 

Within  a  Year 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood— That  the  Neely  bill 
will  put  independent  exhibitors  out 
of  haziness,  was  the  warning  made 
to  .  ..ocal  gathering  of  exhibitors 
by  Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 
New  York  ITOA,  who  is  making  a 
country-wide  tour  in  his  fight  against 
the  proposed  legislation. 

He  declared  the  proposd  measure 
would  result  in  product  being  cut  in 
half  and  a  falling  off  in  quality,  with 
not  enough  pix  to  enable  exhibitors 
to  continue  operating  effectively.  He 
said  British  exhibitors  are  opposed 
to  their  present  method  of  buying 
pix  after  screening  and  it  has  re- 
sulted in  the  rental  costs  being 
boosted  so  high  that  they  have  been 
forced  to  buy  many  French  pictures. 

He  stated  that  the  ITOA  of  New 
York  has  set  a  goal  of  1,000,000 
letters  to  go  to  Congressmen  pro- 
testing against  the  Neely  bill  and 
that  each  person  employed  in  the 
industry  would  be  asked  to  induce 
five  friends  and  relatives  to  send 
letters   to   their   Congressmen. 

"If  you  do  not  destroy  the  Neely 
bill  you  will  create  a  cancer  that 
will  destroy  the  business,"  he  as- 
serted. 

Brandt  said  that  if  the  Neely  bill 
passes  he  would  put  his  80  theaters 
on  the  market.  He  further  stated 
that  the  measure  would  cause  regu- 
lation and  supervision  which  the  ex- 
hibs.  would  have  to  pay  for,  and 
that  Abram  F.  Myers  of  Allied, 
through  the  proposed  bill,  is  building 
a  Frankenstein,  and  that  the  bill  is 
the  most  pernicious  ever  written 
against  the  industry.  He  said  that 
sound,  the  Disney  cartoons  and  fea- 
tures were  the  only  innovations  the 
industry  had  seen  in  several  years. 

He  stated  that  he  had  re- 
ceived pledges  from  producers  that 
new  long-term  contracts  would  pre- 
vent their  actors  from  doing  radio 
work  and  that  already  600  exhibi- 
tors representing  10,000  theaters 
have  pledged  themselves  to  elimi- 
nate screen  stars  from  the  air. 

Speaking  of  his  opposition  in  New 
York,  he  stated  that  his  theaters 
there  played  pictures  so  late  that 
they  are  re-issues  before  he  gets 
them. 

He  told  of  his  conferences  with  At- 
torney General  Frank  Murphy  who, 
he  stated,  was  not  opposed  to  arbitra- 
tion   but    was    against    distributing 


Page  Ripley! 

Detroit — Page  Ripley!  There  is  one 
theater  manager  in  town  who  hasn't 
even  been  inside  the  Film  Building  during 
1939.  He  is  A.  Milo  DeHaven,  of  the 
Woodward  Grand,  Ambassador,  and  Bel- 
mont Theaters,  who  also  books  short 
subjects  and  handles  publicity  for  the 
entire  Sam  Brown  Circuit.  He  believes 
in  using  the  telephone. 


What's  This?    No  More  of  Those  Honorary 

Fire  Marshals  with  Pass  Badges  in  Mich.? 

Detroit — Michigan's  Attorney  General,  Thomas  Read,  has  ruled  that  only  state  police 
may  be  deputized  as  fire  marshals  to  inspect  picture  theaters.  Local  fire  chiefs  may  not 
be  so  deputized. 

A  further  consequence  of  the  ruling  will  be  the  invalidation  of  the  traditional  "honor- 
ary fire  marshal"  card,  which  has  been  a  standing  pass  held  by  politicos  and  their  friends 
in  some  sections. 


Tri-States,  Goldberg  Case       i  Sec'y  of  State  Powerless 
Before  Omaha  Court  Today!       in  Ascap  Issue,  Wis.  Rules 


Omaha — Federal  Court  hearing  on 
legal  tangle  between  Tri-States  The- 
ater Corp.  and  R.  D.  Goldberg,  lo- 
cal exhib,  over  the  latter's  State 
Theater   starts   today. 

Tri-States  wants  the  Court  to  or- 
der Goldberg  to  keep  the  State 
shuttered  because  of  an  agreement 
between  the  World  Realty  Co.  and 
Tri-States  that  the  house  would  be 
dark  from  1934  to  1944  while  Tri- 
States  leased  the  World  (now 
Omaha)  from  the  realty  concern. 
The  World  Realty  Co.  has  a  99-year 
lease  on  both  the  State  and  Omaha 
and  is  reported  as  a  Goldberg  cor- 
poration. 

Goldberg  declares  the  realty  firm 
was  "coerced"  into  making  the  deal 
in  1934.  Also  he  says  he  has  no 
money  in  the  State,  that  it  is  being 
operated  by  A.  L.  Kaplan  with  Gold- 
berg as  an  advisor.  Tri-States  says 
Kaplan  is  "in  Goldberg's  pay." 

Squabble  is  of  vital  interest  to  ex- 
hibs.  here,  since  Tri-States  opened 
the  Paramount  (3,000  seats)  the  day 
before  Goldberg  opened  the  State  a 
month  ago.  Present  situation  hurt- 
,-ng  both  downtown  and  nabe  houses, 
since  town  is  definitely  overseated. 

Goldberg  already  has  retaliated 
with  an  anti-trust  suit,  naming  Tri- 
States  and  Singer-Omaha  (Brandeis 
Theater),  and  eight  film  companies. 
Defendants  will  file  their  answer  in 
this  suit  on  Dec.  23. 


"Grapes"  Starts  Dec.  22 

West    Coast   Bureau   of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Twentieth  -  Fox's 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  will  have  its 
world  premiere  at  the  Four  Star 
theater  Dec.  22. 


Only  Shorts  for  Tele 

NBC-RCA  tele  program  for  this 
week  will  have  no  feature  films, 
movie  telecasts  being  l'estricted  to 
shorts. 


companies  using  a  Code  in  an  effort 
to  stop  the  Government's  suit  against 
distributors.  He  said  he  would  go 
into  the  Federal  Court  of  New  York 
asking  for  arbitration  if  the  distrib- 
utors do  not  give  it. 

He  predicted  that  within  a  year 
all  sections  of  the  U.  S.  will  be 
having  double  features  and  that 
there  will  be  triple  bills  in  many 
places.  He  will  speak  at  Dallas, 
New  Orleans  and  Philadelphia  before 
returning  to  New  York. 


Madison,  Wis. — Attorney-General 
John  E.  Martin  has  informed  Secre- 
tary of  State  Fred  R.  Zimmerman 
that  the  latter  has  no  power  to  in- 
vestigate violations  of  the  State 
statute  providing  for  licensing  of 
music  copyrights.  Martin  said  the 
Secretary  of  State's  authority  is 
merely  administrative  and  that  he 
may  only  issue  licenses  and  collect 
fees. 

Zimmerman  sought  the  opinion 
after  Charles  E.  Broughton,  editor 
of  the  Sheboygan  Press,  in  an  ed- 
itorial, urged  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  take  action  against  Ascap  for 
alleged  violation  of  the  State  sta- 
tutes which  require  the  organization 
to  obtain  a  license  before  operating 
in  Wisconsin. 


RKO  ASKING  50  P,  C. 
"PINOCCMO"  TERMS 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 

playing  time,  Depinet  said  in  reveal- 
ing the  sales  plan. 

In  explaining  the  last  requisite. 
Depinet  said  that  an  analysis  of  the 
records  of  "Snow  White  and  the 
Seven  Dwarfs"  showed  that  in  more 
than  75  per  cent  of  the  theaters 
where  it  played,  it  was  not  shown 
long  enough  to  reap  the  full  benefits 
of  its  popularity. 

Depinet  said  original  plans  called 
for  the  roadshowing  of  the  Disney 
feature,  but  instead  it  would  be  made 
available  at  an  early  date  so  that 
advantage  can  be  taken  of  the  gigan- 
tic campaign  being  put  behind  it. 
He  said  he  had  seen  part  of  the  pic- 
ture during  a  recent  Hollywood  visit 
and  that  in  his  opinion,  it  surpassed 
"Snow  White"  many  times  over. 

Resume  Exchange  Pact 

Conferences  Thursday 

i  Continued  from  Page  1) 

home  office.    Initial  huddle  last  week 
was   adjourned   after   a   preliminary 
discussion    of    generalities. 


to  be  a  big  shot  with 
ladies  who  love  to  laugh 

SEND  ANOTHft 
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A  chill  with  every  howl! 
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"Kid  Nightingale" 

with  John   Payne,  Jane  Wyman, 

Walter   Catlett,   Ed    Brophy 

Warners  57  Mins. 

WELL-PACED  COMEDY  HAS  PLENTY 
OF  LAUGHS  AND  AN  AUDIENCE-PLEAS- 
ING CAST. 

Audiences  generally  will  get  laughs  from 
this  picture.  With  a  prize  ring  background, 
there  have  been  plenty  of  laughs  and  humor- 
ous situations  incorporated  in  the  script, 
which  is  well  paced  throughout.  The  cast 
is  amiable  and  pleasing  with  John  Payne 
good  looking  and  engaging  in  the  lead  role. 
Jane  Wyman  is  attractive  feminine  atmos- 
phere, and  Walter  Catlett,  Ed  Brophy,  Harry 
Burns  and  Charles  Brown  contribute  the 
laughs.  Catlett,  a  scout  for  Brophy,  a  pro- 
moter, picks  up  Payne  as  fight  prospect  after 
he  puts  the  slug  on  a  couple  of  big  drunks 
in  a  cafe  where  he  is  a  singing  waiter.  On 
the  basis  that  Catlett  introduce  him  to  a 
famous  singing  coach  and  allow  him  to 
study  for  opera  he  agrees  to  fight.  Brophy 
thinks  he  is  punk  and  Catlett  sells  a  half 
interest  to  Brown.  Between  them  they 
build  up  Payne  as  the  singing  fighter,  with 
femmes  going  for  him  every  place.  Finally 
they  reach  an  impasse  and  have  to  get 
Harry  Burns,  a  wrestler,  to  pose  as  the 
great  operatic  coach  to  keep  Payne  fighting. 
He  is  about  to  marry  Jane  and  quit  the  ring 
before  .the  championship  bout,  but  Catlett 
and  Brown  forestall  this  with  a  little  skull- 
duggery as  they  have  bet  heavily  on  Payne's 
opponent  to  win.  You  guessed  it,  he  knocks 
the  champion  out  and  upsets  all  the  dope, 
marries  the  girl,  etc.  Picture  is  clean,  fast 
and  humorous  for  all  types  of  audiences. 

CAST:  John  Payne,  Jane  Wyman,  Harry 
Burns,  Walter  Catlett,  Ed  Brophy,  Charles 
Brown,  Max  Hoffman,  John  Ridgely,  William 
Haade,  Helen  Troy,  Winifred  Harris,  Lee 
Phelps,  Frankie  Van. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warners;  Direc- 
tor, George  Amy;  Screenplay,  Charles  Bel- 
den  and  Raymond  Schrock;  Story,  Lee  Katz; 
Cameraman,  Arthur  Edeson;  Editor,  Fred- 
erick Richards. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Transatlantic  Leases 

Belmont  for  French  Pix 


Deal  has  been  closed  by  Transat- 
lantic Films  with  S.  S.  Krellberg  to 
lease  the  Belmont  theater  for  a 
six-month  period  as  a  first-run  house 
for  its  French  picture  imports.  Deal 
is  effective  Dec.  18,  with  "Last  De- 
sire" opening  the  following  day. 
Lease  runs  to  June  30,  with  options. 


Defer  Loew  Luncheon 

Postponement  of  the  Christmas 
luncheon  of  Loew's  and  M-G-M  em- 
ployes on  Dec.  22  was  announced 
yesterday.  It  will  be  held  at  a  later 
date.  The  home  office  and  exchange 
will  close  at  1  p.m.  on  the  22nd  to 
permit  workers  to  take  care  of  last 
minute    shopping. 


Dies  of  Bullet  Wound 

Kenosha,  Wis. — Victor  D.  Condon, 
37,  local  projectionist,  died  of  a  self- 
inflicted  bullet  wound. 


Too  Busy  to  Work"     "South  Of  The  Border' 


with   Jed    Prouty,  Spring   Byington, 
Kenneth   Howell,  George   Ernest 

20th -Fox  65  Mins. 

ONE  OF  BEST  "JONES'  "  TO  DATE  WILL 
HIGHLY  ENTERTAIN  FAMILY  AUDI- 
ENCES. 

One  of  the  best  of  the  "Jones"  family 
series  to  date,  picture  is  a  sure  fire  offer- 
ing for  nabe  audiences  where  popularity  of 
series  pix  is  strongest.  The  picture  has 
laughs  and  excitement,  but  story  never  be- 
comes absurd  as  it  has  in  some  cases  and  is 
olausible  at  all  times.  Jed  Prouty,  Spring 
Byington,  Kenneth  Howell,  George  Ernest, 
June  Carlson,  Florence  Roberts,  Billy  Mahan 
and  Joan  Davis  comprise  the  numerous 
members  of  the  family  in  this  one,  with 
Chick  Chandler,  Marjorie  Gateson  and  An- 
drew Tombes  helping  out.  Prouty  is  so  busy 
being  mayor  that  he  neglects  his  drug  busi- 
ness and  family.  Spring  decides  he  needs  a 
lesson  and  after  the  arrival  of  cousin  Joan 
she  starts  a  career  as  one  of  the  Maryville 
little  theater  thesoians.  Results  can  be 
readily  imagined.  The  household  becomes 
filled  with  embryo  actors,  etc.  Chandler, 
an  escaped  gunman,  holds  up  the  little 
theater  group,  but  gets  caught  in  the  toils 
of  the  Jones  family.  Prouty's  $50,000  hosoi- 
tal  fund  is  used  as  stage  money  when  the 
theater  needs  it  for  props,  and  the  general 
confusion  is  little  short  of  chaos.  Finally 
they  have  to  get  Chandler  out  of  jail  to 
ooen  the  theater  safe  where  the  money  has 
been  put  so  that  Prouty  can  turn  it  over  to 
the  hospital  committee,  with  a  pledge  that 
he  will  never  run  again  as  mayor. 

CAST:  Jed  Proutv.  June  Carlson,  Soring 
Byington,  Kenneth  Howell,  Florence  Rob- 
erts, George  Ernest,  Billy  Mahan,  Chick 
Chandler,  Andrew  Tombes,  Marjorie  Gate- 
son,  Marv:n  Stephens,  Irving  Bacon,  Hslen 
Ericson,  H.  Goodwin,  H.  Atchley,  Joan 
Davis. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  John 
Stone;  Director,  Otto  Brower;  Original 
Srreenplav,  Robert  Ellis,  Helen  Logan  and 
Stanley  Rauh;  Cameraman,  Edward  Cron- 
iager;  Editor,  Fred  Allen. 

DIRECTION,      Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


Trade  Show  "Four  Wives" 

Nation-wide  preview  trade  show- 
ings of  Warners'  "Four  Wives"  take 
nlace  tomorrow  in  39  Warner  ex- 
change centers  throughout  the  U.  S. 
and  Canada.  To  date  more  than  150 
°xhibs.  have  booked  the  picture  for 
simultaneous  Christmas  week  en- 
gagements. 


John  Hammell  Buried 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Funeral  Services 
were  held  Friday  at  Hollywood  Cem- 
etery Chapel  for  John  Hammell,  58, 
former  Paramount  studio  censor  and 
a    veteran    in    distribution    work. 


Warner  Employe  Drowns 

Chicago — James  Purcell,  Jr.,  head 
usher  of  Warners  Rhodes  theater 
was  drowned  in  a  lake  accident. 


with    Gene    Autry,    Smiley    Burnette, 

Lupita  Tovar 

Republic  71   Mins. 

ENGAGING  CAST  AND  PLEASING  MU- 
SIC WILL  ENTERTAIN  THE  AUTRY 
FANS. 

The  Autry  fans  will  undoubtedly  like 
this  release,  but  the  music  is  more  plen- 
tiful than  the  action  and  it  could  hardly 
be  described  as  a  rousing  western.  There 
is  one  short  fight  and  two  dull  shooting 
frays  mixed  in  with  the  general  business. 
Autry  sings  pleasingly  and  is  generally  en- 
gaging. Smiley  Burnette  clowns  through 
his  customary  act  and  Lupita  Tovar  and 
June  Storey  are  attractive  feminine  addi- 
tions to  the  film.  A  bright  spot  in  the 
oicture  is  youthful  Mary  Lee,  with  a  fair 
s;nging  voice  and  a  bright  personality 
Script  has  the  usual  number  of  breakdowns 
to  let  Autry  and  his  crooning  cohorts  per- 
form, fairly  cohes've  and  interesting  as  a 
whole  with  exceotion  of  a  letdown  in  the 
climax.  Duncan  Renaldo  and  Frank  Reich- 
er  lend  their  talents  to  the  picture  in 
minor  roles.  Autry  and  his  men.  working 
for  the  govenment,  are  return:ng  from  a 
'"b  "South  Of  The  Border  Down  Mexico 
Way,"  which  was  bought  for  the  picture 
and  is  sung  well  by  Autry.  At  a  fiesta  he 
meets  the  glamorous  Luoita,  but  before 
his  suit  is  well  beeun  he  is  shioDed  to 
another  job.  It  happens  that  her  family  is 
involved  where  he  goes  and  after  the 
usual  business  everything  is  straightened 
out.  Autry  returns  to  find  Lupita  a  nun, 
and  sadly  goes  on   his  way. 

CAST:  Gene  Autry,  Luoita  Tovar,  Smile" 
burnette,  June  S*orev.  Marv  Lee.  Frank 
R°icher.  D"ncan  Renaldo.  A''n  Edwards 
Claire  D'l  Brey.  Dick  Botiller,  WMIiam  Far- 
num,  Selmer  Jackson,  Sheila  Darcey,  Rex 
Lease. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  William 
**erke:  Director.  George  Sherman:  Screen- 
"•av.  Bettv  Burbr'd^e  and  Gerrv  Gera?hty 
Original  Story,  Dorrell  and  Stuart  Mc- 
Gow?n;  Cameraman,  William  Nobles;  Edi- 
tor,  Lester  Orlebeck. 

DIRECTION,      Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY 

Good. 


Insurance  Plan  Folds 

Des  Moines,  la. — A  Bank  Night 
guarantee  plan  which  has  been  ir 
operation  in  Des  Moines  for  several 
months,  has  folded,  following  in- 
quiry by  the  State  Insurance  De- 
partment. The  plan,  sponsored  bv 
the  Capital  City  Guarantors  Co.. 
■""•a  used  in  connection  with  Bar>v 
^Tieht  at  the  State  Theater  and  af- 
filiated houses. 


Fair  Drops  Midway  Theme 

New  York  World's  Fair  of  1940 
will  scran  the  midway  theme  ant1 
will  develop  the  fun  area  as  a  vast 
"utdoor  theater  festival.  Amuse- 
ment zone  will  be  reduced  in  si'zp 
but  four  or  five  outstanding  addi- 
tions are  planned. 


The  Frog' 


with   Noah   Beery,  Gordon   Harker, 
Esme   Percy,  Vivian  Gaye 
20th-Fox  60  Mins. 

EDGAR  WALLACE  THRILLER  IS  EXCIT- 
ING ENTERTAINMENT  FOR  THE  WHO- 
DUN-IT  FANS. 

Based  on  an  Edgar  Wallace  story  of  a 
master  criminal  who  called  himself  the 
frog,  this  Gaumont  British  production  being 
distributed  by  20th-Fox  has  plenty  of  ex- 
citement and  suspense  for  the  mystery 
meller  fans.  The  action  and  suspense  have 
been  well  sustained  and  there  is  plenty  of 
excitement  throughout  the  picture.  A 
capable  cast  headed  by  English  comedian 
Gordon  Harker  and  Noah  Beery  make  the 
oicture  lively.  Vivian  Gaye,  Richard  Ainley, 
Esme  Percy,  and  Jack  Hawkins  share  top 
roles  with  Harker  and  Beery.  The  redoubt- 
able sergeant  Elk,  Harker,  and  Hawkins,  set 
out  to  trail  the  frog  to  his  lair.  There  are 
beautiful  girls  with  fathers  who  have  strange 
occupations,  cabaret  dancers,  eccentric 
Americans  and  American  gangsters,  along 
with  a  number  of  other  people  for  the  detec- 
tives to  be  interested  in  while  pursuing  the 
frog.  There  is  murder,  blackmail,  robbery 
and  arson  before  they  confront  their  man, 
and  it  is  all  pretty  exciting  before  the  frog 
gets  his  just  deserts. 

CAST:  Noah  Beery,  Jack  Hawkins,  Rich- 
ard Ainley,  Vivian  Gaye,  Gordon  Harker, 
Esme  Percy,  Felix  Aylmer,  Carol  Goodner, 
Cyril  Smith,  Harold  Franklin,  Gordon 
McLeod,  Julien  Mitchell. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Gaumont  British; 
Director,  Jack  Raymond;  Screenplay,  Gerald 
Elliott;  Based  on  a  story  by  Edgar  Wallace; 
Cameraman,  F.  A.  Young;  Editing,  Fred 
Wilson  and  Merrill  White,  Ltd. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Westway  Trust  Case  Trial 
Is  Under  Way  in  Baltimore 

Baltimore — Whether  clearance  re- 
striction is  illegal  will  be  determined 
here  during  the  anti-trust  case  trial 
in  which  seven  major  distributors 
and  the  Durkee  Enterprises  are  the 
defendants. 

Leo  H.  Homand  of  the  Westway 
Theater  charges  that  his  house  has 
been  injured  by  the  14-day  clearance 
granted  to  the  Edgewood  Theater 
two  miles  away.  Trial  will  be  re- 
sumed today  after  two  days  of  hear- 
ings. 


Wolf  Heads  Variety  Club 

Indianapolis  —  Marc  Wolf  was 
elected  president  of  the  Indianapolis 
Variety  Club  at  the  first  meeting 
held  in  the  club's  new  quarters  in 
the  Lyric  Theater  building.  Carl 
Niesse  was  elected  vice-president; 
Curt  Butler  treasurer  and  Joe  Neger 
secretary.  Board  members  elected 
are:  Harold  Marshall,  Irving  Fen- 
drick,  J.  H.  Stevens,  Joe  Smith,  Ar- 
thur Landes  and  Larry  Shubnell. 
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Intimate  in  Character 

'International  in  Scope 

Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


DuMont  Demonstrates  Improved  Tele  for  the  Home 

EUROPEAN  INTERESTS MAYPURCHASE GNTCLAIMS 

Rose  Urges  U.  S.  Support  for  British  Film  Industry 


Para.  May  Determine  English 

Production  Program  at 

Meeting  Today 

Britain's  desire  to  preserve  its 
notion  picture  industry  should  get 
the  support  of  American  companies, 
David  Rose,  Paramount's  managing 
director  in  London,  said  yesterday 
in  New  York,  adding  that  Paramount 
would  do  its  share  in  keeping  Brit- 
ish production  alive. 

Paramount,  Rose  said,  will  make 
as  many  pictures  in  England  as  pos- 
sible in  1940,  tentative  plans  calling 
for  five  or  six.  The  number  of  pic- 
tures and  their  titles  may  be  deter- 

(Coittinued  on  Page  3) 


OREGON  EXHIBS.  JOIN 
PACIFIC  CONFERENCE 


Portland,  Ore. — Independent  The- 
ater Owners  of  Oregon  has  been 
organized  here  as  an  affiliate  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Inde- 
pendent Theater  Owners,  with  head- 
quarters in  Los  Angeles.  Formation 
of  the  association  follows  similar  ac- 

(Coutinited  on   Page  6) 


New  Wichita  Clearance 

Setup  Effective  Friday 

Wichita,  Kan. — Liberalized  clear- 
ance and  zoning  schedule  negotiated 
by  local  indies  and  the  Fox  The- 
aters Corp.  will  become  effective  on 
Friday,  while  new  fair  trade  prac- 
tice   Code    also    resulting   from    the 

(Continued  on  Page  .8) 


Rosen's  "Mad  Dog"  to  be 
Columbia   English  Release 

"The  Mad  Dog  of  Europe,"  an- 
nounced for  production  by  Al  Rosen 
last  April,  will  be  made  in  England 
early  next  year  and  will  be  distrib- 
uted in  England  by  Columbia  under 

(Continued  on  Page  8} 


Editorial 


Metro  Turns  the  Trick 

.  .  .  Dtetz's  unprecedented  assignment 


By   CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


OF  the  countless  production  problems  faced  and  solved  since  David  0.  Selznick  first 
acquired  film  rights  to  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  this  industry  has  heard  much. 
No  less  interesting,  certainly,  is  the  succeeding  problem  of  advertising,  exploiting 
and  publicizing  the  $4,500,000  production  which,  since  late  October,  has  been  the 
special  charge  of  Metro's  Howard  Dietz.  What  has  transpired  in  the  intervening  weeks, 
quietly  and  with  clock-like  precision,  establishes  that  Dietz  and  his  corps  of  lieuten- 
ants have   taken   the   unprecedented   assignment   in   stride. 

And    if  ever   unprecedented   was   used   advisedly,    it   is   here.      Consider   these   factors 
involved:  The  picture  has  been  in  the  public  eye  for  three  years,  an  element  with  both 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


STOCKHOLD'RS  RENAME 
6  WARNER  DIRECTORS 


Wilmington  —  Joseph  Bernhaid, 
Waddill  Catchings,  Robert  W.  Per- 
kins, Albert  Warner.  Harry  M.  War- 
ner and  Jack  L.  Warner  were  re- 
elected   yesterday    to    the    board   of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Additional  GWTW  Contract 
Clauses  Asked  by  Ohio  ITO 

Columbus,  O. — ITO  members  are 
being  urged  to  insist  on  two  addi- 
tional clauses  in  contracts  they  make 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  in  view 
of   the    70    per    cent    selling    terms. 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


COL.  13-WEEK  LOSS 
DOWN  TO  $104,751 


Consolidated  statement  of  Colum- 
bia Pictures  and  its  subsidiaries  is- 
sued yesterday  and  covering  the  13 
weeks  ended  Sept.  30,  discloses  a  net 
loss  for  that  period  of  $104,751.90, 

(Continued  on  Page  3> 


$200,000  Metro  Campaign 
Backs  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


Metro  is  placing  a  $200,000  adver- 
tising campaign  behind  "Gone  With 
the  Wind,"  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. This  represents  expenditures 
for    newspaper    advertising,    exploi- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


New  Tele  Screen  and  Scanning 
Device  Slash  Number  of  Cycles 


Defense  to  File  90  Pages 

of  Findings  in  Contempt  Case 

Chicago — Attorneys  for  B  &  K  and 

the  film  companies  will  file  90  pages 

of  findings  today  in  the  Government's 

criminal  contempt  case  before  Master 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Television  for  the  home  moved  one 
step  closer  to  perfection  at  the  week- 
end when  Allen  B.  DuMont  gave  a 
demonstration  at  his  Passaic  labora- 
tory of  a  persistent  type  cathode- 
ray  screen  which  permits  slashing 
the  present  RMA  image  repetitive 
rate  in  half  without  producing  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


'Vitally  Concerned  in  Keeping 

Company  Alive,"  Berger 

Tells  Olney 

Developments  in  the  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings  of  Grand  National 
took  a  new  turn  yesterday  at  the 
hearing  held  in  Federal  Court  be- 
fore Referee  Peter  B.  Olney  when 
Leon  Berger,  former  European  rep- 
resentative of  M-G-M,  told  the  Ref- 
eree that  in  behalf  of  certain  Eu- 
ropean interests  "vitally  concerned 
in  keeping  the  company  alive"  that 
he  was  considering  purchasing  the 
claims  of  creditors  and  providing 
the  company  with  the  necessary 
funds  for  continued  operations. 

Berger,   who    stated    that   he   had 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

FILM  BiZ  DEFENDED 

BY  FRANK  C.  WALKER 


Philadelphia  —  Unexpected  high- 
light of  the  Variety  Club  dinner 
here  Sunday  night  was  a  brief  talk 
by  Frank  C.  Walker,  Comerford  ex- 
ecutive, who,  in  his  remarks,  ad- 
dressed them  directly  to  Sen.  Bur- 
ton K.  Wheeler,  the  principal  speak- 
er, and  said  that  the  motion  picture 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Griffith,  Majors  Renew 
Momand  Dismissal 


Fight 


Oklahoma  City — Attorneys  for  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  and  majors 
have  filed  an  application  in  Federal 
District  Court  here  for  a  further 
hearing  on  a  motion  to  dismiss  the 
$4,500,000  A.  B.  Momand  anti-trust 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


No  Definite  Decision  in  RKO 
Stock  Issue  Reached  by  Board 

RKO's  board  meeting  yesterday 
resulted  in  no  definite  decision  with 
respect  to  proposed  financing  plan, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
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3rd  Nick  Jury  Discharged 

St.  Louis  —  For  reasons  unex- 
plained the  jury  in  the  third  trial  of 
John  P.  Nick,  IATSE  official,  on  an 
extortion  charge,  was  discharged 
yesterday  and  the  case  reset  for 
trial  on  Jan.  8. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Joseph  Bernhard,  general  manager 
i  f  Warner  Theaters,  will  preside 
over  a  meeting  of  the  Warner  The- 
ater Zone  managers  today  in  the 
company's  Home  Office.  Those  pres- 
ent at  the  meeting  will  be:  Zone 
Managers: — James  Coston,  Chicago; 
Nat  Wolf,  Cleveland;  I.  J.  Hoffman, 
New  Haven;  Don  Jacocks,  Newark; 
Moe  Silver,  Albany;  Ted  Schlanger, 
Philadelphia;  Harry  Kalmine,  Pitts- 
burgh; John  Payette,  Washington; 
Herb  Crpelan,  Atlantic  City  and 
Howard    Waugh,   Memphis. 

Among  the  Home  Office  execu- 
tives, participating  will  be:  Clayton 
Bond,  Ed  Hinchy,  Leonard  Schles- 
inger,  Harry  Goldberg,  Frank  Phelps, 
Nat  Fellman,  Abel  Vigard,  W.  Stew- 
art McDonald  Harry  Rosenquest, 
Louis  Kaufman,  Herman  Maier  and 
Frank  Cahill. 


Jewish  Charities  Drive 

Reports  Due  at  Luncheon 

Reports  from  the  chairmen  of  the 
various  committees,  and  discussion, 
cf  the  important  question  of  the 
Artists'  Luncheon,  are  on  the  agenda 
of  today's  luncheon  session  of  the 
Amusement  Division  of  the  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  Federations  of 
Jewish  Charities,  which  will  get 
under  way  at  12:30  p.m.  in  the  Hotel 
Astor. 

The  reports  will  be  made  to  co- 
Chairman  Albert  Warner  and  David 
Bernstein. 


Nasoff  Move  to  Examine 

Para.  Officials  Fails 


Kaybern  Theaters  Signs 

for  Entire  WB  Program 

Kaybern  Theaters,  operated  by 
Ben  Knoble  and  Joe  Katsh,  has 
signed  a  seasonal  contract  with  War- 
ners for  the  company's  complete 
lineup,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  Carl  Leserman,  assistant  gen- 
eral sales  manager.  Knoble-Katsh 
circuit  is  affiliated  with  the  ITOA 
which  recently  has  been  assailing 
Warner  sales  policies,  and  is  said  to 
be  the  first  ITOA  affiliate  to  sign 
with  Warners.  Chain  has  seven 
houses  in  Manhattan,  one  in  Pough- 
keepsie  and  another  in  Mount  Ver- 
non. 

Joe  Katsh  signed  for  the  circuit, 
Ed  Schnitzer  for  Warners.  . 


Pettijohn,  Palfreyman 

To  Tell  Neely  Effects 

Ampa  tackles  the  Neely  Bill  at  its 
luncheon  meeting  at  Stouffer's  Res- 
taurant Thursdav  noon,  with  sneak- 
ers, topped  by  MPPDA's  C.  C.  Petti- 
l'ohn  and  David  Palfreyman  sched- 
uled to  discuss  effect  of  the  meas- 
ure's passage  upon  "every  individual 
in  the  industry."  Authoritative  an- 
alysis is  promised. 


"Tower  of  London"  Clicks; 
Rialto  Operates  all  Night 

Universal's  "Tower  of  London" 
registered  such  a  strong  onening 
vesterday  at  the  Rialto  Theater, 
Broadwav,  that  General  Manager 
Arthur  Mayer  ordered  the  theater 
to  stay  open  all  night.  Late  last 
night,  house  was  heading  for  an  all- 
time  record.  The  SRO  sign  was  put 
ud  12  minutes  after  the  house 
r pened. 


E.  C.  Stein  With  Goldwyn 

Edwin  C.  Stein  has  been  named 
Fastern  nublicity  rem-esentative  for 
Samuel  Goldwyn.  Active  in  news- 
naper  work  for  the  last  12  years. 
Stein's  last  nosition  was  managing 
editor  of  the  Newark  Star-Eagle  and 
formerly  was  assistant  managing 
editor  of  the  New  York  American. 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
William  T.  Collins  yesterday  denied 
an  application  of  Rae  Nasoff,  Para- 
mount stockholder,  for  an  order  di- 
recting top  ranking  officials,  includ- 
ing Barney  Balaban  and  Adolph 
Zukor,  to  testify  before  trial.  An 
attempt  to  examine  books  and 
records  of  the  company  was  also 
forestalled.  The  plaintiff  has  brought 
suit  for  $20,000,000,  contending  that 
the  company  had  lost  that  sum 
through  mismanagement  by  officials. 


Aboaf  to  Represent  "U" 

in    European    Neutrals 

Universal  has  named  Amerigo 
Aboaf  its  home  office  representative 
in  European  neutral  countries. 
Aboaf,  formerly  manager  in  Italy 
for  Paramount,  has  been  in  New 
York  for  the  last  month  and  sails 
on  the  Rex  Thursday  for  Rome  where 
he  will  headquarter. 

Geo.  Gerhard,  Critic,  Dies 

Cos  Cob,  Conn. — George  Gerhard, 
49,  last  film  critic  on  the  old  New 
York  Evening  World,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  film  publicity,  died  here 
Saturday  from  the  effects  of  being 
gassed  during  the  World  War  in 
which  he  served  as  a  private  in 
Company  F,  326th  Infantry.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  Inez  Sebas- 
tian, novelist  and  short  story  writer. 

Robert  S.  Potter  Dead 

Detroit  —  Robert  S.  Potter,  63, 
formerly  manager  of  the  Bert  Whit- 
ney Theaters  and  of  the  Orchestra 
Hall  until  his  retirement  in  1922,  is 
dead.    Body  will  be  cremated. 


COminG  flflD  G0II1G 


NATE  BLUMBERG,  "U"  prexy,  is  due  to  leave 
the  Coast  today  for  the  home  office. 

SIDNEY  R.  KENT,  20th-Fox  prexy,  and  MRS 
K  NT  were  week-end  guests  at  the  Blackstone 
in    Chicago. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  "U"  generlXQales 
manager,  WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN,  Western 
sales  manager,  and  F.  J.  A.  McCARTHY,  East- 
ern sales  manager,  are  back  at  their  desks 
for  the  first  time  in  many  weeks,  following 
extended  trips  covering  most  of  their  terri- 
tories. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  arrived  by  plane  from 
the  Coast  yesterday  and  plans  to  leave  soon 
for    England. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS  leaves  for  Atlanta 
omorrow. 

CEORGE  RAFT.  Warner  star,  has  arrived  by 
plane  from  the  Coast  on  a  vacation  that  will 
take  him   to   Havana  for  the  holidays. 

LEOTA  LANE,  concert  singer,  will  arrive  in 
Hollywcod  this  week  from  Chicago  to  appear 
with  her  sisters.  Priscilla,  Rosemary  and  Lola, 
on  the  "Four  Wives"  broadcast  next  Monday 
evening. 

GRADWELL  L.  SEARS,  Warner  sales  chieftain, 
is  in  Texas  on  a  deer  hunt,  with  FRED  JACK, 
Warner  district  manager  in  Dallas,  DOAK  ROB- 
ERTS, company's  exchange  manager  there,  and 
R.  E.  GRIFFITH  of  the  Griffith  theaters  and  C. 
V.    JONES    of    Robb   &    Rowley. 

LILI  DAMITA,  left  LaGuardia  Field  by  plane 
on  Sunday  for  the  Coast  where  she  will  join 
her    husband,    Errol    Flynn. 

SOL  LESSER,  who  has  been  stopping  at  the 
Sherry    Netherland,    has   left   for   the   Coast. 

DON  AMECHE  is  due  back  at  the  Coast  Fri- 
day by  plane  from  New  York,  returning  from 
a   cruise   on   the  S.   S.   Santa   Rosa. 

DAVID  0.  SELZNICK  and  VIVIEN  LEIGH, 
star  of  his  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  leave  the 
Coast  by  plane  today  for  the  picture's  premiere 
in    Atlanta. 

OSCAR   A.   DOBB  arrives   in   Atlanta  Thursday. 

TOM  CONNORS,  Metro's  Eastern,  Southern 
jnd  Canadian  sales  chief,  arrives  in  Atlanta 
from    Baltimore    Thursday. 

E.  C.  GRAINGER,  now  on  a  swing  through 
New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  returns  to 
New    York    about   Dec.    20. 


Nets  in  SAG,  AGMA  Pacts 

NBC  and  CBS,  through  then- 
Artists  Bureaus,  have  closed  con- 
tracts with  SAG  and  AGMA  grant- 
ing the  networks  the  right  to  act  as 
agents  for  actors  and  artists  in  the 
film  and  concert  fields. 


Position   Wanted 

Young  woman  with  8V2  years  film  experi- 
ence. Familiar  with  all  phases  of  film 
business.  Hard  worker — excellent  refer- 
ences.    Write   Box   150B. 

THE    FILM    DAILY 
1501   Broadway  New  York  City 
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Christmas  is  laughing  time! 

JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON 

from  M-G-M 
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(Continued  from  Parte   1) 

mined  today  when  company  ex- 
ecyi-^es  will  hold  a  production  meet- 
in£'V/  While  production  in  general 
will  oe  discussed,  the  conversation  is 
expected  to  be  centered  on  the  Eng- 
lish phases. 

"The  Admirable  Crichton,"  prev- 
iously announced  on  Paramount's 
British  program,  will  be  among  the 
first  to  go  before  the  cameras.  A 
story  based  on  the  life  of  Barney 
Barnato,  the  diamond  king-,  also  is 
being  considered,  as  well  as  a  pic- 
ture to  be  made  with  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Air  Ministry. 

Rose  leaves  tonight  for  Holly- 
wood where  he  hopes  to  recruit  Eng- 
lish players  who  are  well  known  to 
picture  fans  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  He  plans  to  return  to 
London   about  Jan.   15. 

American  companies  are  free  to 
use  their  "frozen"  money  in  Eng- 
land as  they  see  fit,  Rose  said.  The 
quota  situation  will  remain  un- 
changed until  April  1.  Before  leav- 
ing England  recently,  Rose  said  he 
suggested  a  change  in  the  quota  law 
which  would  base  American  produc- 
tion on  a  monetary  system  rather 
than  on  footage,  as  at  present.  Un- 
der such  a  plan,  the  Government 
would  designate  a  certain  amount  of 
money  each  company  would  spend  on 
English  production,  the  companies 
being  permitted  to  spend  the  stip- 
ulated figure  on  several  pictures  or 
on  one.  He  said  other  American 
representatives  in  England  liked  the 
idea  but  there  was  no  indication  that 
the  plan  would  be  adopted. 

"French  Without  Tears,"  which 
was  made  by  Paramount  in  Eng- 
land, is  now  in  seventh  week  in 
London  and  doing  bi£  business.  The 
picture  is  now  being  re-edited  in 
Hollywood  for  the  American  market, 
Rose  said. 

"Gulliver's  Travels"  goes  into  the 
Carlton  Theater,  London,  on  Jan.  1 
and  Rose  predicts  a  huge  success.  A 
print  will  be  sent  by  Clipper  this 
week.  Approximately  60  prints  will 
be  made  at  the  Technicolor  labora- 
tories over  there  for  the  English 
market. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 


DECEMBER   12 
Harry    M.    Warner                           Edna 
Karen   Morley                             Owen 
Rube   Jackrer                     Ceorge  M. 
Herbert  Crooker                           J.    J. 

Marion 
Moore 
Lepschultz 
Felder 

4LCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALYi 


•  •      •      "FILMS" new  quarterly  mag  devoted  to  discussion  and 

analysis  of  pixland has  made  its  bow   garbed   in  green and 

sporting  a  swell  and  readable  format 'Tis  the  project  of  Kamin  Pub- 
lishers   Inaugural  issue  carries  by-lines  of  many  who  know  where- 
of they  speak.  .  .      •    Speaking  of  by-lines did'ja  read  under  that 

of  Arthur  W.  Kelly UA's  v.-p.  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution 

the  slick  article  in  the  amusement  section  of  last  Sunday's  New  York 
Times Topic  was: "England  Will  Carry  On:  Her  Film  Pro- 
ducers. Burned  by  Last  War,  Have  Learned  a  Lesson  on  Perseverance". 

r         t         ▼ 

•  •      •     EYEING  Hollywood and  vice-versa is  blonde 

and  comely  Linda  Brent who  sports  the  title  of  most  beau- 
tiful  white    girl   in   the    Orient annexed    via    a    contest   for 

pulchritude held  in  Shanghai's  International  Settlement 

La  Brent  tells  this  department that  despite  the  hectic  days  in 

Shanghai anent   the    Nipponese    "adventure": she's    just 

adjusting  herself  to  a  more  nerve-fraying  locale li'l  ole  N.  Y. 

...     •   The  hurlers  of  strikes  and  spares  in  the  RKO  Theaters 

Bowling  league have  a  new  top  man Dan  (Pin-Spiller) 

Reilly who  hung  up  a  mere  259  t'other  day topping  the 

marks  of  the  Messrs.  Angus  and  Farmer who  had  scores  of 

255 The  RKO  Theater  athletes  figure that  it's  a  dam'site 

safer  to  play  in  the  alleys than  on  the  city  streets But 

pity  the  poor  pin  boys! 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      TWO    evening   showings    on   Dec.    22 of    the   recently 

imported   French   pix,    "Katia" at   Little   Carnegie will    be    for 

the  benefit  of  poilus  o'er  in  the  trenches Receipts  will  buy  comfort 

kits   for  the  fighters French   Cinema   Center   has   just   compiled    a 

new  pressbook  on  "Harvest" and  it's  an  impressive  record-of-raves 

by  the  critics ....  and  a  memento  of  "an  unprecedented  victory  over  the 

censors".  .  .     •  Score  another  "beat"  in  enterprise to  the  account 

of  film-minded  Jack  and  Charlie the  big  two  in  "21" The  boys 

have  gone  in  for  breezy  campaign in  connection  with  "Gone  With 

the  Wind" by  advertising  supper  parties  after  the  formal  opening 

of  the  pix a  week  from  today 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  ONE  of  this  corner's  favorite  pix  and  operatic  per- 
sonalities  Marta  Eggert who  is  Mrs.  Jan  Kiepura 

will  make  her  American  operatic  debut  opposite  her  lyric  tenor 

hubby with  the  Chicago  Opera  Co.  on  New  Year's  Eve  in 

the  Windy  City.  .  .  •  Everything  is  set  for  the  Hollywood  in- 
vasion of  local  B'way on  Dec.  21  when  Louella  Parsons 

moves  into  Loew's  State along   with   June   Preisser,   Susan 

Hayward,  Joy  Hodges,  Ronald  Reagan,  Arleen  Whalen  and  Jane 
Wyman 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE   COCKTAIL   party   for  Ilona   Massey.   singing   star   of 

M-G-M's  "Balalaika" which  will  be  the  Christmas  attraction  at  the 

Radio  City  Music  Hall was  hosted  by  W.  G.  Van  Schmus.  man- 
aging director  of  the  Music  Hall Among  those  who  attended  the 

elite  affair  were  J.  Robert  Rubin.  Howard  Dietz,  W.  G.  Van   Schmus. 

Gus  Eyssel,  Si  Seadler Bernie  Sobel,  Milton  Weiss.  Radie  Harris. 

Benn  Jacobson.  Lief  lorgensburg Al  Simon,  Irving  Hoffman,  Hazel 

Flynn,  Edwina  Hecht,  Charlie  Muller,  Nick  Kenny,  Sophie  Allen 

the  Martin  Dicksteins,  Marcus  Griffin,  Martin  Starr,  Kelcey  Allen 

and  members  of  the  trade  press,  the  metropolitan  dailies  and  fan  and 
general  magazines 

«     «      «  V      ^      V 


COL.  13-WEEK  LOSS 
DOWN  TO  $104,751 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

after  provision  for  Federal  taxes  and 
other  deductions.  This  compares 
with  a  net  loss  of  $233,612  for  the 
corresponding  period  ended  Sept.  24, 
1938. 

Net  operating  loss,  before  deduc- 
tions, amounted  to  $169,916.18,  while 
gross  income  from  rentals  and  sales 
of  film  and  accessories  totaled  $4,- 
860,767.12. 

Earned  surplus  at  Sept.  30,  includ- 
ing undistributed  profits  of  foreign 
subsidiary  companies  of  approxi- 
mately $74,000,  amounted  to  $3,- 
592,322.32. 

Consolidated  balance  sheet  at 
Sept.  30,  revealed  cash  assets  of 
$1,252,408.14;  notes  receivable,  $10,- 
866.84;  accounts  receivable,  $625,- 
426.00;  advances  to  outside  produc- 
ers, less  amortization  (secured  by 
films),  $479,136.20;  total  current  and 
working  assets,  (compiled  under  the 
item   "inventory"),   $13,152,154.90. 

Investment  in  wholly  owned  for- 
eign subsidiary  companies  was,  at 
Aug.  26,  $68,630.49;  land,  buildings, 
equipment  and  fixtures  were  covered 
in  an  appraisal  item  at  $4,080,025.05. 

President  Harry  Cohn  told  stock- 
holders in  a  letter  that  as  of  Sept. 
30,  last,  the  company  has  paid  bank 
loans  of  $500,000  before  maturity; 
that  ratio  of  assets  to  liabilities  in 
the  new  report  is  6.2  to  1;  that  dur- 
ing this  past  summer,  when  the  war 
appeared  imminent,  Columbia  hedged 
its  future  receipts  in  sterling  from 
the  U.K.  to  a  substantial  degree  by 
arranging  loans  in  London  in  sterl- 
ing which  were  then  converted  into 
dollars  in  New  York;  and  that  econ- 
omies have  been  effected,  aimed  at 
savings,  in  both  Hollywood  and  N.  Y. 

No  Definite  Decision  in  RKO 
Stock  Issue  Reached  by  Board 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  was  reported  in  the  wake  of  the 
huddle.  The  meeting  was  held  as  an 
adjourned  session  from  that  of  Fri- 
day when  a  tangible  decision  was  ex- 
pected to  have  been  reached  by  the 
directorate  with  respect  to  new  com- 
mon stock  flotation. 

A  hearing  will  be  held  today  in 
Federal  Court. 

Complicating  the  situation  is  the 
fact  that  the  Supreme  ■  Court  has 
not  yet  determined  the  appeal  of  H. 
Cassell  &  Co.,  and  the  added  angle 
that..  Ernest  W.  Stirn  had  filed  a  re- 
quest for  certiorari  proceedings  with 
respect  to  Stirn's  position  in  the 
reorganization. 


Defense  Move  to  Dismiss 
Westway  Trust  Suit  Denied 

Baltimore — Defense  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  Westway  anti-trust  suit  on 
the  ground  the  plaintiff  had  failed 
to  show  any  violation  of  the  Sher- 
man Anti-Trust  Act  or  any  combina- 
tion in  restraint  of  trade  was  denied 
without  prejudice  by  Judge  Calvin 
W.  Chestnut  yesterday. 


•xc 


A  House  Record! 

Kansas  City  Opens  $200  Over  'Dodge  City'! 
Biggest  Ever  For  The  Newman  Theatre! 


© 


Committee  of  nurses  chooses  baby  to 
be  named  "New  Year,  1940".  Spon- 
sored by  Kansas  City  Star  with  daily 
stories.  $50  award  to  winner. 

All  news  services  carry  winner's  story 
and  photos  of  "New  Year,  1940".  News- 
reels  too.   And   radio. 

Pictures  and  feature  stories  of  city's 
oldest  doctor,  age  88.  (He  delivered 
8,000  babies  in  his  career.)  Guest  at 
premiere  and  posed  with  Baby  Winner. 

Diaper  ■  service  trucks  carried  one- 
sheets,  also  distributed  heralds.  Other 
"baby  tieups";  nursery  furniture,  baby 
clothes  —  with    window    displays,    etc. 

65-piece  band  accompanies  Nurse 
Parade  opening  night.  Lobby  broad- 
cast, field  lights,  red  carpet,  for  full 
"Hollywood  Premiere". 

Local  nurses  compete  for  beauty  prize. 
Winner  appears  at  theatre  amid  plenty 
of  news  breaks! 

Milk  delivery  service  co-operates  with 
bottle-hanger  plugging  "Milk  for  Baby" 
angle.  Playdate  on  15,000  of  them! 

For  men  only.  Fastest  male  'diaperer' 
was  a  bachelor!  He  invented  a  zipper- 
diaper  for  the  occasion.  Plenty  of 
photo  breaks  on  this.  Do  it,  too! 


5TUDY  THESE 
STUNTS! 

We've  taken  this  space  for 
that  purpose  — and  that 
only!  Take  a  look!  See  how 
easily  they'll  work  for  you! 


THESE  ARE  THE 

IDEAS  THAT  MP  IT! 

A  New  Warner  Hit 

Is  Born! 
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BOOK-NIGHT 

Packs  'em  in  and  brings 
'em  back  week  after  week 

Here's  the  greatest  box-office  pro- 
motion in  theatre  history!  Builds 
big  net  profits  and  invaluable  pa- 
tron goodwill!  Dignified,  easy  to 
operate,    sensationally    promoted! 


One  of  the  Balaban  &  Kati  big  Chicago  houses 
goes   to   town    in    electric    lights    and    banners. 

Every  chain  exhibitor  who  has  tried 
out  BOOK-NIGHT  has  quickly  con- 
tracted for  additional  theatres. 
That's  proof  -  beyond  -  a  -  question 
that  it  will  mean  EXTRA  PROFITS 
foryou;if  youwant'em,  ACT  NOW! 

SCHINE  of  New  York  State 

Started  with   10  .  .  .  now  has 
42  BOOK-NICHT  THEATRES. 

ALLIED  of  Minnesota 

34  BOOK-NICHT  THEATRES. 

RANDFORCE  of  New  York  City 
Tested  just  1   theatre  .  .  . 
Added   1 4  more  .  .  .  now  has 
23  BOOK-NICHT  THEATRES. 

WARNER   BROS,   in  Chicago 

Now  testing   5  THEATRES. 

These  are  just  the  highlights — perhaps 
the  most  striking  examples  to  date  of 
BOOK-NIGHT  successes  in  more  than 
400  THEATRES  in  several  film  territories. 


i  B  O  O  K.  i 

Night 


Registered 


Office 


We  are  the  originators  of  the  plan,  and 
sole  owners  of  the  registered  trade-mark 
and  copyrighted  features  of  BOOK- 
NIGHT.  Our  books,  the  famous  fifteen- 
volume  STANDARD  AMERICAN  ENCY- 
CLOPEDIA, are  the  ones  you  have  been 
hearing  about  wherever  this  new  box- 
office  promotion  has  been  discussed.  The 
success  of  BOOK -NIGHT  cannot  be 
achieved  with  "just  any  books!"  We  have 
proved  that  patrons  will — and  do — come 
back  regularly  to  complete  their  sets  of 
the  STANDARD  AMERICAN  ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA a-book-a-week.  BOOK-NIGHT 
PACKS  'EM  IN  .  .  .  WEEK  AFTER  WEEK 
.  .  .  WITH  A  SPLENDID  NET  PROFIT 
FOR  THE  EXHIBITOR. 

WRITE  US  AT  ONCE,  OR  WIRE!  Offer 
BOOK-NIGHT  in  your  neighborhood 
FIRST! 

CONSOLIDATED 

BOOK  PUBLISHERS,  Inc. 

537  S.  Dearborn  Street 
CHICAGO.  ILL 

Inquiries  will  be  considered  from  distributors 
with  extensive  contacts  in  the  film  territories 
where   BOOK-NIGHT  is  not  as  vet  represented. 


Metro  Turns  the  Trick 

.  .  .  Dietz's  unprecedented  assignment 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

advantages  and  disadvantages.  It  represents  an  all-time  high  for  investment,  which 
naturally  forbids  even  the  slightest  slip  in  the  campaign.  It  is  an  outside  production; 
Metro  handles  few,  but  as  "Pygmalion"  attests,  when  it  does,  the  company  leans  over 
backwards.  The  world  premiere,  naturally,  is  in  Atlanta,  which  claims  the  novelist 
and  the  story  as  its  own;  the  exploitation  possibilities  are  virtually  limitless.  By 
itself  the  Atlanta  premiere  would  be  a  herculean  task,  but  add  to  that  the  fact  that 
the  picture  is  to  be  launched  at  approximately  the  same  time  in  six  other  cities, 
large  and  small,  both  on  reserved  and  unreserved  seat  basis  and  at  varying  scales,  and 
you  can  appreciate  why  the  Dietz  organization  has  been  working  at  top  speed  but 
with   marvelous  efficiency   for  the   last  seven   weeks. 

IT  took  more  than  three  years  to  make  a  $4,500,000  production,  with  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  re-takes,  etc.,  and  every  minute  of  the  seven  weeks  to  advertise,  publicize 
and  exploit  the  picture   had  to  be   utilized   with  complete   care. 

Yet  with  advance  sales  of  $70,000  in  Atlanta,  $50,000  in  New  York,  and  $10,000 
in   Boston,  among  others,  it  is  obvious  the  trick  is  being  turned. 

The  answer?  Careful  co-ordination,  plus  adherence  to  the  not  exactly  unknown  Dietz 
insistence  that  each  position  taken  in  the  campaign  be  a  tenable  one,  plus  the  setting 
up  a  series  of  policies,  thus  permitting  immediate  answers  to  the  infinite  variety  of 
questions  and   requests  presented. 

It  is  Metro's  assumption  that  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  has  been  pre-sold  to  the 
public.  (The  Gallup  poll  indicated  an  audience  expectancy  of  56,000,000).  Accordingly, 
the  Dietz  campaign  is  essentially  factual,  frank  and  definite.  Claims  are  carefully 
avoided;  rather  there  is  what  Dietz  terms  "a  tremendous  attempt  to  be  truthful." 

4  $  $  $ 

ALL  things  considered,  it  would  have  been  easy  to  have  "gone  crazy"  in  mapping 
the  campaign,  and  had  that  tack  been  taken  there  would  be  few  to  criticize. 
After  all,  a  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  comes  along  once  in  a  lifetime.  But  the  Dietz 
campaign  avoids  the  cockeyed  and  circus  stunts;  say  the  keynote  is  dignity  and 
you  have  it. 

"There  is  so  much  you  can  do;  every  idea  you  get  you  can  use,"  observes  Dietz. 
The    record   bears   him   out. 

Perhaps  no  phase  of  the  concrete  problem  Dietz  confronted — and  confronts  still — 
is  more  interesting  than  the  press  demands  for  pictures.  With  the  picture  to  run 
through  1940  at  advanced  prices,  it  is  essential  that  the  curiosity  value  of  the  charac- 
ters locally  be  retained.  And  so  Dietz  is  holding  back  as  much  as  possible  despite 
the   tremendous   pressure   by   photo   services   and    newspaper   syndicates. 

Newspaper  display  copy  as  well  as  trailer  copy  for  the  picture  reflect  the  factual 
theme  of  the  general  campaign.  Where,  when  and  what  price  are  the  essentials. 
Newspaper  advertising  appropriations  for  the  first  seven  engagements  range  from  $750 
in  the  smaller  cities  to  $25,000  in  New  York;  $8,500  is  being  spent  in  Boston,  $3,000 
in  Atlanta,  $2,500  in  Cincinnati.  There  has  been  reliance,  too,  upon  trained  speakers 
for  house   announcements. 

DIETZ  is  enthusiastic  in  commenting  upon  the  co-operation  received  from  Selznick- 
lnternational.  He  sums  it  up:  "Selznick  is  not  only  able  to  supervise  a  production 
down  to  the  last  detail,  but  thereafter  keeps  his  interest  alive."  He  is  appreciative, 
too,  of  what  has  been  done  by  his  "general  staff,"  headed  by  Howard  Strickling  and 
Frank  Whitbeck  on  the  Coast  and  Billy  Ferguson  in  the  East,  and  embracing  E.  B. 
Coleman  at  Atlanta,  Carlton  Duffus  at  Reading,  James  Ashcraft  at  Harrisburg,  Bert 
McKenzie  at   Boston   and  J.   E.  Watson   at   Cincinnati. 

To  the  sidelines  observer,  what  stands  out  in  the  review  of  the  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  campaign  is  the  total  absence  of  fuss-and-feathers  in  its  evolvement  and 
staging  despite  the  myriad  of  details. 

Metro  saw  the  job  and  did  it just  that. 


Second  Premiere  Theater 

for  "Gulliver's  Travels" 


Miami  Beach — With  the  Sheridan 
box-office  yesterday  reporting  a 
sellout  in  one  hour,  Para.'s  "Gul- 
liver's Travels"  is  now  listed  for 
a  dual  world  premiere  here  next 
Monday  night.  Second  house  is  the 
Colony.  Socialites  fostering  the 
premiere  want  still  a  third  house. 
Bar  is  the  fact  that  extra  prints 
are  not  available  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  bicycle  prints  for  15 
miles.  Gulliver's  Travels  Ball  at 
the  Rooney  Plaza  will  follow  the  pre- 
miere. Tables  are  selling  for  $100 
for  eight.    Ted  Husing  will  emcee. 


Griffith,  Majors  Renew 

Momand  Dismissal  Fight 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

action.  Original  motion  to  dismiss 
was  made  by  the  defendants  last 
March  and  was  overruled  by  Fed- 
eral District  Judge  A.  P.  Murrah,  in 
June. 

Defense  attorneys  have  challenged 
several  points  in  the  decision,  over- 
ruling their  motion. 


RKO  Managers  Hold  Party 

RKO  Theater  managers  held  then- 
annual  dinner  party  last  night  at  the 
Hotel  Astor.  Wives  and  sweethearts 
of  the  managers  attended  vai'ious 
theaters  and  re-joined  the  managers 
after  the  shows.  Party  was  limited 
to  managers  and  home  office  execu- 
tives. 


EUROPEAN  INTERESTS 
MAY  BUY  GN  CLAIMS 


i  Continued  from  Page  1) 

recently  arrived  from  Europe,  sue 
ceeded  in  obtaining  an  adjournment 
of  hearings  until  Friday,  £1.  15| 
at  4:30  p.m.,  in  order  to  invtjtigatc 
the  present  financial  condition  of  th« 
company. 

It  was  disclosed  that  he  had  tht 
distribution  rights  to  the  latest  vor 
Stroheim  picture,  and  that  if  nego- 
tiations were  successful  GN  woulc 
act  as  distributing  agent  in  the 
U.  S. 

Negotiations  to  obtain  a  loan  from 
the  RFC  were  rapidly  reaching  a 
climax,  E.  W.  Hammons  stated  at 
the  hearing.  Figures  had  been  sub- 
mitted and  an  early  answer  was  ex- 
pected, he  asserted. 

It  was  not  without  a  fight  by  thi 
minority  creditors  that  an  adjourn- 
ment was  granted. 

Joseph  Dannenberg,  attorney  for 
the  creditors  committee,  asked  for 
immediate  liquidation,  contending 
that  no  loans  could  be  obtained.  A 
vote  by  individuals  of  the  commit- 
tee, taken  at  the  hearing,  however, 
favored  the  postponement  until  Fri- 
day to  afford  both  Berger  and  the 
RFC  further  time  to  save  the  situa 
tion. 

Dannenberg  told  the  Referee  that 
T.  Kennedy  Stevenson,  Erpi  presi 
dent,  had  advised  him  that  Erpi 
would  not  lend  the  $100,000  sought 
from  it  unless  a  million-dollar  pro 
duction  fund  was  raised  as  a  pre 
requisite. 

Referee  Olney  reluctantly  granted 
the  further  postponement  after  de- 
claring that  there  was  a  risk  in 
view  of  continued  losses  that  liqui- 
dation would  not  bring  in  a  suffi- 
cient amount  to  pay  off  even  pre 
ferred  claims. 

It  was  only  after  a  number  of 
creditors  including  representatives 
of  priority  claimants  had  spoken  in 
favor  of  the  adjom-nment  that  the 
Referee   granted  it. 

Oregon    Exhibitors    Join 

Pacific  Coast  Conference 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tion  by  Washington  exhibs.  last 
week. 

New  organization  will  substitute 
for  the  usual  slate  of  officers  an  ex- 
ecutive secretary  and  board  of  trus- 
tees.    Named  to  the  latter  were: 

Bob  White,  chairman;  Jesse  Jones, 
Ted  Gamble,  all  of  Portland;  Bill 
McKevitt,  Newport;  Wes  Johnson. 
Eugene;  Avery  Combs,  Newberg; 
Milton  Odem,  Redmond;  George 
Hunt,  Medford;  W.  A.  Graeper,  Jr., 
Ray  Grombacker,  both  of  Portland; 
Dude  Smith,  Tilamook;  Oscar  Phelps. 
Hillsboro;  Ray  Stumbo,  Salem;  Art 
Kolstad,  Hood  River,  and  Don 
Myers,  La   Grande. 


Rogers,  Sack  in  Deal 

Budd  Rogers  of  Alliance  has  closed 
a  franchise  deal  with  Sack  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises  for  the  Southern 
territory.     Deal  involves  12  pix. 
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SHOWS  BETTER  TELE 
SCREEN  FOR  HOME 
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slightest  flicker  before  a  distin- 
guished audience  that  included  FCC 
officials,  RMA  representatives  and 
every  leading  television  engineer  in 
the  East. 

The  opinion  was  generally  ex- 
pressed following  the  demonstration 
that  the  DuMont  21-inch  tube,  which 
projected  a  16-inch  picture  on  the 
screen,  had  clarity  and  quality  com- 
parable to  any  other  type  of  pic- 
ture used  in  the  entertainment  field. 
This  picture  was  perfectly  clear  in 
every  respect  to  the  audience  sitting 
30  to  40  feet  away.  DuMont,  using 
a  new  vertical  scanning  device  which 
he  has  perfected,  and  a  new  fluore- 
scent screen  which  he  has  developed, 
proved  that  his  system  could  slash 
the  number  of  cycles  now  used  in 
half,  thereby  allowing  additional 
channel  room  to  step  up  the  number 
of  scanning  lines  to  give  an  even 
finer  pictorial  detail. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  as  tele- 
vision progresses  towards  larger 
screen  images  this  perfection  of  de- 
tail, which  is  possible  with  DuMont's 
system,  is  a  factor  that  is  absolutely 
essential.  Demonstrating  the  effi- 
ciency of  television  in  its  present 
stage,  other  sets  were  used  in  addi- 
tion to  the  DuMont  set,  and  with  a 
program  being  received  on  these  sets 
simultaneously,  a  duplicate  print  of 
the  picture  on  the  program  was  pro- 
jected to  a  screen  in  the  room  from 
a  standard  projector.  The  opinion 
was  expi-essed  by  a  number  of  peo- 
ple present  that  little  was  left  to  be 
desired  between  the  two,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  line  texture  on  the 
large  screen  set  in  comparison  with 
the  movie  screen. 

DuMont  also  demonstrated  a  625- 
line  pattern,  made  possible  by  his 
scanning  device,  with  the  texture  of 
the  image  sharply  defined  in  detail 
and  clarity.  It  is  expected  that  the 
lineage  can  be  stepped  up  to  800  if 
necessary. 

With  DuMont's  system  the  pres- 
ent number  of  wave  bands  that 
could  be  allocated  to  television  sta- 
tions would  be  greatly  increased, 
while  at  the  same  time  his  system 
allows  reception  on  any  set  of  any 
standard  in  use  as  the  DuMont  sys- 
tem makes  use  of  a  special  trip  re- 
ceiver which  automatically  follows 
the  transmitter,  as  against  the  pres- 
ent RMA  system  of  independent 
sweep  circuits  which  weave  their 
own  scanning  patterns  to  reproduce 
intercepted  images.  The  DuMont  set 
reproduced  both  441  and  625-line 
images  alike  without  any  adjust- 
ments or  changes  necessary. 

The  universal  system  proposed  and 
developed  by  DuMont  would  not 
make  television  equipment  obsolete 
with  every  new  change.  The  pres- 
ent RMA  441-line  60  fields-per-sec- 
ond  standard  necessarily  makes  an 
increase  in  scanning  lines  out  of  the 
question,  limiting  the  scope  and  flex- 
ibility of  the  transmission  field.  With 
the  flexibility  presented  by  the  Du- 
Mont   system    it   was    demonstrated 


Anti-Duals  Law  Necessary,  Problem  will 

be  Solved  by  War  and  Neely  Bill,  Ky.  View 

Louisville,  Ky. — A  proposal  to  submit  an  anti-"doub!e  feature"  bill  to  the  State 
Legislature  in  January  was  tabled  by  the  Louisville  and  Jefferson  County  Better  Films 
Council,  with  a  statement  by  Mrs.  Emmett  Horine,  council  president,  that  the  "double 
feature   problem   probably   will   cure   itself." 

"War  has  closed  the  European  market  for  many  American  movie  producers,  and 
the  Neely  Bill  is  certain  to  curtail  blind-booking,  which  in  turn  should  curtail  double 
features,"    Mrs.    Horine   said. 


Rosen's  "Mad  Dog"  to  be         New  Wichita  Clearance 
Columbia   English  Release;  Setup  Effective  Friday 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  contract  now  up  for  approval,  it 
was  learned  yesterday. 

Rosen  expects  to  fly  to  England  in 
a  week  or  10  days,  will  cast  the  pic- 
ture and  recruit  a  production  staff 
there,  and  will  start  shooting,  prob- 
ably at  Denham,  on  Feb.  10.  Con- 
tract calls  for  delivery  of  the  pic- 
ture to  Columbia  by  April  1,  Rosen 
declared. 

Producer  said  picture  is  budgeted 
at  £40,000,  assuring  it  will  not  be 
in  the  quota  quickie  class.  Script 
has  been  written  by  Herman  Mankie- 
wicz  and  Lynn  Root  from  a  story  by 
Albert  Nezor  which  Epic  Publishing 
Co.  is  publishing  on  Jan.  9.  Books, 
Inc.,  will  distribute  the  novel. 

Additional  GWTW  Contract 
Clauses  Asked  by  Ohio  ITO 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Pete  Wood,  organization's  secretary, 
in  a  bulletin  to  members  advocates 
that  contracts  should  stipulate  (1) 
that  M-G-M  agrees  not  to  sell  under 
more  advantageous  terms  to  any  ex- 
hibitor for  18  months,  and  (2)  M-G- 
M  to  pay  double  the  original  rental 
to  the  exhibitor  if  the  first  provi- 
sion is  violated. 

As  a  further  protective  move, 
Wood  suggests  that  each  exhibitor 
file  copies  of  the  printed  M-G-M 
announcement  with  local  newspapers, 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Better 
Business  Bureaus,  thus  explaining 
in  detail  the  reasons  for  advancing 
the  admission  prices. 

Wood  is  of  the  opinion  that  M-G-M 
would  obtain  greater  revenue  if  it 
would  roadshow  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  in  centers  that  are  able  to 
stand  the  increased  tariffs,  later  re- 
leasing the  picture  generally  to 
smaller  exhibitors. 


NBC  Exec,  to  Discuss  Tele 
Costs  with  4A  Committee 

Mark  Woods,  vice-prexy  and  treas- 
urer of  National  Broadcasting  Co., 
will  discuss  television  costs  at  a 
meeting  of  the  joint  television  com- 
mittee of  the  AAAA  tomorrow.  The 
4A  committee,  after  a  study  of  cur- 
rent pay  of  tele  entertainers,  has 
prepared  tentative  recommendations 
for  higher  scales. 


that  existing  receivers  in  the  field 
would  be  capable  of  responding  to 
the  new  signals  with  only  small  ad- 
justments necessary. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the 
reduction  of  the  wave  bands  held 
the  secret  of  successful  color  trans- 
mission, which  will  be  the  next  step 
in  television  advancement. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

conferences  will  become  operative  on 
Dec.  24,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  O.  F.  Sullivan,  president  of  the 
Wichita  Independent  Theater  Own- 
ers Association. 

Sullivan  pointed  out  that  the 
agreements  were  signed  just  three 
weeks  from  the  date  the  indies  mail- 
ed their  letters  requesting  a  con- 
ference, that  there  was  no  resort  to 
ultimatum  or  threats  and  that  Elmer 
C.  Rhoden,  Fox  exec,  had  "mani- 
fested  a  very  agreeable  attitude." 

In  the  new  fair  trade  practice 
Code,  all  exhibs.  agree  to  eliminate 
all  two-for-one  admissions,  one  cent 
sales,  script  books  of  more  than  10 
per  cent  discount,  premiums,  and  all 
plans  or  schemes  whatsoever  that 
would  in  any  way  be  an  evasion  of 
the  actual  adult  admission  price 
charged  at  the  box-office. 

The  new  clearance  and  zoning 
schedule  is  much  more  liberal  as  25 
cent  subsequent-run  theaters  ai*e  now 
permitted  to  run  product  60  days  af- 
ter the  close  of  a  first-run  40  cent 
theater,  and  a  proportionately  great- 
er protection  over  theaters  charging 
lesser  admissions. 


$200,000  Metro  Campaign 
Backs  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tation,  lobbies,  programs  and  in 
some  cases  billboards.  Advertising 
appropriation  sets  no  record,  it  is 
stated. 

City  campaigns  will  start  approxi- 
mately three  weeks  in  advance  of 
the  openings,  and  call,  among  other 
things,  for  a  form  of  idea  posting. 
Each  city  will  have  a  radio  cam- 
paign which  is  done  largely  on  the 
tieup  system.  Lobby  displays  will 
avoid  the  use  of  stills,  use  paintings 
of  outstanding  scenes  in  the  picture. 

To  date,  about  37  major  tieups 
have  been  made  which  involve  co-op 
advertising. 

New  York  premiere  at  the  Capitol 
Theater,  Broadway,  on  the  night  of 
Dec.  19  will  be  televised  by  National 
Broadcasting  Co.  Prominent  social 
and  civic  personalities  will  attend 
the  opening  night  and  interviews  will 
be  televised  as  they  enter  the  lobby. 
Event  marks  the  first  time  televi- 
sion has  been  used  at  a  premiere. 
Howard  Dietz,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director  of  M-G-M,  arranged 
the  wide  television  hook-up. 

Roach  Pix  to  Debut 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood— It's  Hal  Roach's  "Of 
Mice  and  Men"  and  not  20th-Fox's 
"Grapes  of  Wrath"  which  starts  at 
the   Four    Star  here    Dec.    22. 


STOCKHOLD'RS  RENAME 
6  WARNER  DIRECTORS 
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directors  of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures, 
Inc.,  by  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
outstanding  preferred  stock  (w.  the 
corporation.  The  vote  was  announced 
at  80,610  shares.  There  were  no 
other  nominations. 

Directors  will  meet  in  New  York 
later  this  week  to  re-elect  officers. 

Holdover  members  of  the  board 
whose  terms  expire  next  year  are 
Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P.  Fried- 
man, Sam  E.  Morris,  Morris  Wolf, 
Charles   S.   Guggenheimer. 

Due  to  lack  of  a  quorum,  there 
was  no  meeting  of  the  holders  of 
common  stock. 

Former  Federal  Judge  Hugh  M. 
Morris  presided  at  the  session  in 
the  offices  of  the  Corporation  Trust 
Co. 


Walker  Defends  Film  Biz 

Philly  V.  C.  Address 


in 
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industry  has  always  been  on  the  de- 
fensive for  reasons  not  apparent  to 
Walker. 

Walker  said  that  he  had  been  in 
the  business  for  15  years  and  that 
there  was  no  industry  in  the  coun- 
try where  transactions  with  so  much 
money  involved  were  completed  with- 
out contracts  being  signed  as  in  the 
film  business.  He  said  that  no  other 
endeavor  could  match  this  record. 

Walker  urged  that  Wheeler  take 
back  to  his  colleagues  some  idea  of 
the  type  of  executives  in  the  motion 
pictui'e  business  and  said  that  no 
business  had  contributed  so  much 
to  the  educational,  artistic  and  en- 
tertainment progress  of  the  country 
as  had  the  film  industry. 

In  short,  Walker's  remarks 
amounted  to  a  defense  of  the  Film 
business  as  a  ranking  industry,  and 
inasmuch  as  this  is  one  of  the  rare 
times  that  he  has  appeared  publicly 
as  a  spokesman  of  any  sort,  it  was 
followed  by  plenty  of  comment  yes- 
terday. 

On  the  dais  were:  Ted  Schlanger, 
Jules  Levy,  Abe  Montague,  William 
J.  Clark,  Fred  Waring,  John  Har- 
ris, Jay  Cooke,  Frank  C.  Walker, 
Louis  Krouse,  Gilbert  Seldes,  Dr. 
Leon  Levy,  Jack  Kelly,  George  J. 
Schaefer,  Senator  Joseph  Guffey, 
Joseph  Bernhard,  Senator  Wheeler, 
Mayor  Connell,  Jack  Berisen,  former 
Gov.  Harold  Hoffman,  Albert  Green- 
field, George  Munger,  Jay  Emanuel 
and  Earle  Sweigert.  James  J.  Wal- 
ker was  toastmaster  with  Milton 
Berle  ringmaster. 


Defense  to  File  90  Pages 

of  Findings  in  Contempt  Case 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Edgar  Eldredge.  They  will  also  file 
75  pages  of  objections  to  the  Gov- 
ernment's briefs.  On  Thursday  the 
defense  attorneys  will  have  12  pages 
of  conclusions  in  law  for  filing  in 
the  case. 
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New  ICC  Ruling  to  Save  Film  Industry  Shipping  Costs 

ATLAS  PLAN  PROPOSES  IfPRICE  FOR  RKOgMMON 

Heart  Attack  Fatal  to  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.  at  56 


Funeral    of    Noted    Star    of 

Silent  Screen  Will  be 

Held  Tomorrow 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Santa  Monica— Douglas  Fairbanks, 
Sr.,  56,  renowned  star  of  the  silent 
film    era   and    a   founder    of   United 
Artists    Corp.,   in    whose   affairs    he 
took  both  an 
active  and  in- 
fluential    in- 
terest,   died 
at   his    home 
here     early, 
y   e  s  t  e  r- 
day  from  a 
heart    attack 
while     he 
slept.     - 

Death  came 
wholly  unex- 
pectedly, a 
shocking  cli- 
max to  what 
his  physician 
considered    an    unalarming    cardiac 

{Continued  on  Page  4) 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS 


MEXICO  STEPPING  UP 
FILM  BIZ— KUSIEL 


Film  production  and  the  number 
of  exhibition  outlets  are  being 
stepped-up  in  Mexico  currently,  it  is 
asserted  by  Sigwart  Kusiel,  Colum- 

( Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Day  of  Thanksgiving" 

Georgia's  GWTW  Tribute 

Atlanta — By  proclamation  of  Gov. 
E.  D.  Rivers,  Georgia  will  observe 
Friday,  premiere  day  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  as  "a  day  of  thanks- 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Stoll  Will  Succeed  Bloom 
as  Western   Electric   Prexy 

Clarence  G.  Stoll,  Western  Elec- 
tric's  vice-president  in  charge  of  op- 
erations   since    1928,    was    advanced 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  Seen  as  Bonanza 

of  Klondike  Proportions  for  Exhibitors 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — David  0.  Selznick's  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  previewed  here 
yesterday  in  advance  of  its  Friday  world  premiere  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  should 
delight  audiences,  inspire  producers  and  prove  a  bonanza  of  Klondike  propor- 
tions for  exhibitors,  large  and  small.  For  emphatically  it  is  as  memorable  as 
the  historic  era  it  so  vividly  recreates  and  quickens  with  life.  (Turn  to  Page 
11  for  review  in  full,  complete  cast  and  credits). 

— WILK. 


Ask  U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  Use 
Pressure  on  FCC  to  End  Air  Giveaway 


Lincoln,  Neb. — Appeal  was  made 
this  week  to  the  U.  S.  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  use  pressure  on  the 
FCC  to  squelch  Turns  Pot  of  Gold, 
and  any  other  radio  money  giveaway 
like  it.  The  letter  went  from  Earl 
Campbell,  U.  S.  chamber  director  and 
prominent  retailer  here,  who  said  the 
idea  was  not  alone  the  concern  of 
the  showman,  but  if  it  spread  to 
cover  the  radio  dial  with  other  sim- 
ilar giveaways,  it  might  be  a  severe 


handicap  to  retail  trade,  by  confin- 
ing housewives  to  their  homes  to 
listen  for  fear  of  losing  fabulous 
money  prizes. 

Campbell  became  interested,  after 
he  watched  the  scrap  initiated  here 
by  Bob  Livingston,  Capitol  exhib., 
who  is  battling  the  Turns  giveaway, 
by  insuring  patrons  to  his  theater 
against  loss  of  the  prize.  Campbell 
takes  a  different  position  than  Liv- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


23  Toronto  FPC,  Indie  Houses  Use  Amateur  Vaude 


Toronto  —  "Flesh"  trend  here  is 
definitely  towards  amateur  vaude 
and  semi-pro.  talent,  presented  in 
some  instances  as  "radio  acts." 

Famous  Players  Canadian  has  de- 
veloped a  sub-circuit  of  eight  local 
houses  affiliated  with  Capitol  Enter- 


tainment Theaters  playing  radio 
acts.  Octet,  embracing  the  Parkdale, 
Capitol,  Beach,  St.  Clair,  Palace, 
Belsize,  College  and  Alhambra  seat 
11,000.  Rotating  from  one  theater 
to  another,  from  Monday  to  Thurs- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Shipment  of  Prints  by  Freight  Held 
Possible/  Affords  a  Saving  of  $207 


Para,  to  Have  120  Prints 

Of  "Gulliver"  for  Xmas 


Paramount    will    have    120    prints 

of  "Gulliver's  Travels"  available  for 

Christmas  bookings  instead  of  41  as 

originally  agreed  to  by  the  Techni- 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Recent  ruling  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  permitting 
motion  picture  film  to  be  sent  by 
freight  will  save  producers  many 
thousands  of  dollars  yearly  in  ship- 
ping prints  to  their  exchanges. 
New  Ruling  went  into  effect  Dec.  6. 

It  is  estimated  that  from  $150  to 

(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Underwriter    Makes    Proposal 

Conditional;  Court  Awaits 

Report  by  SEC 

Atlas  Corp.  yesterday  at  a  hear- 
ing on  the  RKO  reorganization  sub- 
mitted to  Federal  Judge  William 
Bondy  the  long-awaited  proposed  un- 
derwriting agreement  under  which 
Atlas,  subject  to  certain  conditions, 
offered  to  underwrite  500,000  shares 
of  fully  paid,  non-assessable  common 
stock  at  a  price  of  $3  per  share. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  learned 
that  directors  of  RKO  at  a  meet- 
ing held  yesterday  morning  by  a 
divided  vote  approved  and  accepted 
he   proposed   agreement. 

Accompanying  the  offer  was  a  let- 
°r  dated  Dec.  11,  which  set  forth 
fhe  history  of  negotiations  for  an 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


ROSE  TO  MAP  PARA.'S 
BRITISH  PRODUCTION 


David  Rose  was  given  a  free  hand 
in  mapping  out  Paramount's  British 
production  plans  at  an  executive 
meeting  yesterday,  prior  to  his  de- 
parture for  Hollywood.  Rose  said 
company  heads  would  adhere  to  his 
recommendations  and  let  him  "write 
his  own  ticket"  as  to   stories,   pro- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

50  Committee  Heads  Meet 
at  Jewish  Drive  Luncheon 


Amusement  Division  of  the  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  Federations  of 
Jewish  Charities  drive  met  at  the 
Astor  yesterday  for  luncheon  with 
David    Bernstein  and   Major   Albert 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


"Lion  Has  Wings"  to  Open 
on  B'way  Within  2  Weeks 

Alexander  Korda's  "The  Lion  Has 
Wings"    will    have    its    U.    S.    pre- 
miere    on     Broadway     within     two 
weeks.       Deal    is    now    being   nego- 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 
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To  Roadshow  "The  Blue  Bird" 
Opening  Jan.  15  in  4  Keys 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox  execs,  have  decided  to  roadshow 
"The  Blue  Bird,"  Technicolor  picture 
starring  Shirley  Temple.  Roadshow 
opening  will  be  held  Jan.  15  and  it 
will  have  its  first  showing  in  four 
key  cities — New  York,  Boston,  De- 
troit and  San  Francisco. 


Boucher  and  Kraemer  Take 
New  Schine  Circuit  Posts 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Gloversville,  N.  Y.  —  Frank  M. 
Boucher,  special  home  office  repre- 
sentative for  the  Schine  Circuit  in 
upstate  New  York  and  Mohawk 
Valley  territory,  has  been  promoted 
to  booker  and  divisional  manager  of 
the  Washington,  Maryland  and  Del- 
aware territory  of  the  circuit.  Bouch- 
er will  transfer  from  his  office  at 
the  circuit  headquarters  here  to 
Washington  this  week. 

The  Schine  home  office  staff  enter- 
tained Boucher  at  a  farewell  party 
at  the  Elms  County  Club  last  night 
at  which  Harold  F.  Sliter  acted  as 
toastmaster.  In  connection  with 
the  Boucher  shift,  William  Kraemer, 
formerly  of  the  home  office  staff  and 
now  stationed  at  Washington,  will 
return  here  to  fill  the  post  of  chief 
booker  for  the  Albany  territory.  He 
will  also  assist  George  V.  Lynch, 
film  booker. 


Columbia  Signs  Irene  Dunne 
for  "First  Woman  Doctor' 


Columbia  announced  yesterday 
that  it  had  signed  Irene  Dunne  for 
the  stellar  role  in  Everett  Riskin's 
production  of  "The  First  Woman 
Doctor,"  based  on  the  life  of  Eliza- 
beth Blackwell,  the  English  girl  who 
was  the  first  woman  to  obtain  a 
medical  degree  and  a  doctor's  license. 

The  company  is  negotiating  with 
Lloyd  C.  Douglas,  novelist,  to  do 
the  story  and  screenplay.  If  a  deal 
is  made  it  will  be  the  first  screen 
work  by  Douglas  except  on  his  own 
stories. 


Illness  of  Master  Halts 

Hub  Trust  Suits  Hearings 

Boston  —  Hearings  on  Morse  & 
Rothenberg,  A  &  W  Amusement  Co. 
monopoly  suits  against  majors  halt- 
ed suddenly  Monday  when  illness 
forced  Philip  Hendricks,  master  sit- 
ting on  the  case,  to  leave  the  Fed- 
eral Building.  Hendricks  was  still 
out  yesterday.  Hearings  are  not  ex- 
pected to  resume  before  next  week. 
Defense  has  finally  taken  the  floor 
in  the  already  year-old  litigation. 


U's"  "Tower  of  London" 

Sets  Record  at  Rialto 


In  a  21-hour  day,  Universal's 
"Tower  of  London"  broke  an  all- 
time  opening  day  record  at  the  Rialto 
Theater,  Broadway,  on  Monday.  Ten 
complete  shows  were  given  to  6,000 
patrons,  it  was  reported.  House 
seats    600. 


Techni.  To  Pay  40  Cents 

Dr.  Herbert  T.  Kalmus,  president 
and  general  manager  of  Technicolor, 
Inc.,  announced  that  at  a  meeting 
held  yesterday  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  company  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  40  cents  per  share,  payable 
Dec.  28  to  stockholders  of  record  at 
close  of  business,  Dec.  20.  The  prev- 
ious dividend  was  paid  by  Techni- 
color, Inc.,  on  Oct.  18,  last. 


RKO  Theater  Managers 

Are  Feted  by  O'Connor 

J.  J.  O'Connor,  head  of  RKO  The- 
aters, was  host  to  the  circuit's  divi- 
sion managers  from  all  over  the 
country  at  a  dinner  and  Broadway 
show  last  night.  Participating  in 
the  festivities  were:  James  Brennan, 
Russell  Emde,  W.  B.  England,  Max 
Fellerman,  Louis  Goldberg,  Tom  Gor- 
man, Nat  Holt,  William  Howard, 
Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Charles  Koer- 
ner,  Harry  Mandel,  Charles  Mc- 
Donald, Harry  McDonald,  Fred 
Meyers,  John  J.  O'Connor,  Mort 
Singer,  Sol  Schwartz  and  Major  Les- 
lie Thompson. 

Minimum  Playing  Time  Set 
for  All  Features  by  Nazis 

Berlin  (By  Cable) — Week's  mini- 
mum playing  time  for  all  features, 
extended  playing  time  whenever  pos- 
sible, revision  of  city  house  sched- 
ules in  favor  of  earlier  shows — this 
is  a  tabloid  picture  of  the  industry 
here  in  war-time.  To  meet  an  anti- 
cipated shortage  of  operators,  wo- 
men are  now  being  trained. 

Production  is  continuing,  with  the 
last  checkup  showing  20  features 
before  the  cameras,  15  in  Berlin 
studios.  Vienna,  Munich  and  Prague 
studios  are  also  operating. 


All  Hartford  Indies  Sign 
On  Dotted  Line  With  Allied 


New  Haven — All  of  Hartford's  in- 
dependent exhibitors  have  joined  Al- 
lied Theater  Owners  of  Connecticut 
and  the  membership  drive  moves  to- 
day to  New  Haven  where  local  in- 
dies will  meet  at  Martin's  Restaur- 
ant. E.  Thornton  Kelly,  field  repre- 
sentative, is  organizing  the  state  and 
this  week  will  work  here  and  in 
Waterbury.  All  of  Bridgeport's  in- 
dependents signed  up  two  weeks  ago. 


Bernhard  Dinner  Guest 
of  Warner  Zone  Managers 

Warner  Theater  zone  managers 
concluded  their  meeting  at  the  home 
office  yesterday  called  by  Joseph 
Bernhard,  general  manager,  who 
last  night  was  the  zone  managers' 
guest  at  dinner  at  the  Hotel  St. 
Moritz. 


"Pinocchio"  Broadcast 

Set  for  Christmas  Day 

Lux  Radio  Theater  will  broadcast 
Walt  Disney's  "Pinocchio"  over  the 
Columbia  network  on  Christmas  day. 
Program  will  feature  the  original 
voices  of  the  picture  under  the  di- 
rection of  Cecil  B.  DeMille. 


SEC  in  Reorg.  Proceedings 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — At  the  request  of 
Judge  Frank  L.  Koleb,  the  SEC  has 
become  a  party  to  the  reorganiza- 
tion proceedings  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy act  involving  the  Toledo  The- 
aters and  Realty  Co.  Creditors 
claim  a  $1,156,000  indebtedness. 


cominc  mid  goijig 


ADOLPH  ZUKOR.  now  in  Havana,  will  return 
to   Hollywood   for  the   Christmas   holidays. 

LEO  ABRAMS,  Universal  short  subjects  man- 
ager, has  returned  from  a  tour  of  nine  ex- 
change   centers. 

AL  WILKIE,  Paramount  publicity  chijW-  left 
yesterday   for   Miami.  iun' 

HARRY  COETZ  is  in  Washington. 

DAVID  ROSE  and  MRS.  ROSE  left  last  night 
for  Hollywood. 

ALEXANDER  KORDA  is  at  the  Sherry  Nether- 
land. 

HARRY  D.  BUCKLEY,  NORIS  WILCOX.  BASIL 
BLECK,  TITO  SCHIPA  and  FRANK  SWAN  flew 
to  the  Coast  last  night  via  TWA. 

TONY  MARTIN  and  his  wife,  ALICE  FAYE, 
are   at   the   Sherry   Netherland. 

HARRY  BRANDT  returns  here  tomorrow  night 
after  a   nation-wide   trip. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK  returns  to  his  desk 
today  after  a  short  stay  in  Washington. 

W.  C.  CEHRING,  Central  division  manager 
for  20th-Fox,  arrives  in  Detroit  this  morning 
from   New  York  on  business. 

DAVE  FLEISCHER  is  in  town,  and  is  stopping 
at   the   Barbizon   Plaza. 

DAVID  O.  SELZNICK.  OLIVIA  DE  HAVILLAND 
and  LAURENCE  OLIVIER  left  Hollywood  last 
night  by  plane  for  Atlanta. 

ISA  MIRANDA  is  here  from  the  Coast. 

LOWELL  CALVERT  flies  to  Atlanta  tonight 
for  the  GWTW  premiere. 

JOHN  HAY  WHITNEY  and  a  large  group 
of   notables   leave   for  Atlanta    tomorrow. 

GEORCE  RAFT  is  here  for  a  vacation. 

BERT  WHEELER  is  stopping  at  the  Warwick. 

WILLIAM  GERMAN,  vice-president  of  Jules 
E.  Brulatour,  leaves  the  Coast  today  for  New 
York  after  a  six  weeks'  stay  in  Hollywood  on 
business.  He  will  stop  at  the  Eastman  plant 
in    Rochester    en    route,    arriving    here    Tuesday. 

STANLEY  JACQUES  of  RKO's  Cincy  office,  and 
MRS.  JACQUES  have  left  for  a  month's  vacation 
on    the    West   Coast. 

FRED  C.  QUIMBY.  M-G-M  short  subjects 
exec,  is  back  in  Hollywood  after  two  weeks 
in   Chicago    and    New   York. 


M. 


P.  Academy  Elects  15 
to  Board  of  Governors 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Frank  Capra,  Ronald 
Colman,  Cecil  B.  DeMille,  Howard 
Estabrook,  Clark  Gable,  Frank 
Lloyd,  Mervyn  LeRoy,  Robert  Riskin, 
David  O.  Selznick,  Douglas  Shearer, 
James  Stewart,  Norman  Taurog, 
Walter  Wanger,  Sam  Wood  and  Dar- 
ryl  F.  Zanuck  have  been  elected  to 
the  board  of  Governors  of  the  M.  P. 
Academy. 

President  Frank  Capra  has  called 
a  meeting  for  Dec.  19  at  which  time 
new  officers  will  be  elected. 
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Best  wishes   from  THE   FILM   DAR.Y 
to   the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

DECEMBER  13 

Richard  Schayer  Burnet  Hershey 

William   R.   Fraser  Norman  Foster 

L.  H.  Mitchell 
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JUST  PREVIEWED! 

(and  oh  boy  are  we  excited!) 

JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON 

(They  laughed!  They  howled!  They  wept!  It's  grand!) 

350  HOLIDAY  BOOKINGS! 

(Wham!  What  a  sweet  show  for  every  man,  woman  and  child!) 

SHOUT  THE  NEWS  IT'S  TOPS! 

(Yes,  indeed,  of  all  the  glorious  Hardy  series  here's  the  grandest!) 

THAT  LEAPING  LION'S  HOT! 

(Mr.  Exhibitor,  keep  your  eyes  on  M~G-Mi  More  hits  on  the  way!) 

M-G-M  happily  presents  "JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON"  with  LEWIS  STONE, 
MICKEY  ROONEY,  CECILIA  PARKER,  FAY  HOLDEN.  Original  Story 
and    Screen    Play    by    Carey    Wilson.     Directed   by  GEORGE   B.  SEITZ 
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HEART  ATTACK  FATAL 
TO  DOUG  FAIRBANKS 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

condition  for  which,  as  a  precau- 
tionary measure,  he  had  good-na- 
turedly consented  to  go  to  bed  on 
Monday  afternoon,  following  an  ex- 
amination. At  1  a.m.,  he  was  dis- 
covered lifeless. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
morrow but  final  details  will  not  be 
arranged  until  today. 

The  Fairbanks  saga  began  with 
his  birth  in  Denver,  on  May  23, 
1883,  and  led  him  as  a  youth  to 
essay  a  career  as  a  Shakespearian 
actor,  and  thence  through  the  chan- 
nels of  stock  selling,  dealing  in  hard- 
ware, and  studying  law.  But  the 
footlights  beckoned  him  back,  and 
he  commenced  a  successful  march 
this  time,  which  brought  him  prom- 
inence on  the  American  stage. 

But  it  was  in  the  realm  of  the 
silent  film  that  he  was  to  win  re- 
nown by  carrying  to  that  medium  of 
entertainment  the  physical  attri- 
butes, ability  and  personality  which 
merged  into  the  symbol  of  action  on 
the  screen. 

D.  W.  Griffith  first  signed  Mr. 
Fairbanks  in  1914  for  10  weeks  at 
$2,000  weekly.  His  first  picture, 
"The  Lamb,"  doubled  his  salary.  Un- 
der the  aegis  of  Griffith, — who  with 
Charles  Chaplin  and  Mary  Pickford 
were  later  to  become  the  founders 
of  United  Artists, — and  under  the 
banners  of  the  old  Famous  Players 
Co.,  Fairbanks  made  a  number  of 
pictures,  each  of  which  successively 
added  to  his  fame.  Among  his  more 
memorable  films  were  "The  Three 
Musketeers,"  "The  Mark  of  Zorro," 
"Robin  Hood,"  "The  Thief  of  Bag- 
dad," and  "The  Black  Pirate,"  all 
made  by  his  own  company. 

With  the  advent  of  talkies,  Mr. 
Fairbanks  set  his  course  in  an  ex- 
ecutive and  administrative  direction. 
He  was  generally  credited  with  hav- 
ing effectuated  the  alliance  between 
UA  and  Alexander  Korda. 

Fairbanks  had  been  married  three 
times.  His  only  child,  Douglas,  Jr., 
was  by  his  first  wife,  Ann  Beth 
Sully,  of  Providence,  also  an  actress 
whom  he  married  in  1907.  In  1920 
he  wed  Mary  Pickford.  Early  in 
March,  1936,  he  married  Lady  Ash- 
ley, the  former  Sylvia  Hawkes,  a 
musical  comedy  actress. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Detroit — Nancy  Kaplan,  of  The- 
atrical Advertising  Company,  and 
daughter  of  Phil  Kaplan,  owner  of 
the  company,  was  married  to  Charles 
Watrous. 

Bennington,  Vt. — Chris  Buckley, 
indie  exhib.  who  foi-merly  operated 
in  Albany  and  now  has  the  General 
Stark  here,  threw  a  party  early  this 
week  for  Ken  Cone,  his  assistant 
manager,  who  weds  shortly. 


with  E>HIL  M.  DALYi 


T  T  T 

•  •      •     IF  Santa  Claus  were  not  the  jolly  old  elf  that  he  is 

there  might  well  show  through  his  crimson  cloth  and  countenance 

a  bright  green  streak  of  jealousy anent  the   way  folks  in  many 

a  chimneyed  U.  S.  city have  movies  on   their  minds when 

they're  supposed  to  be  concentrating  exclusively  upon  the  annual  visions 

of  sugarplums That  Mr.  and  Mrs.  America  and  their  li'l  offspring 

are  mulling  over  movies  right  now merely  needs  for  proof 

the  evidence  atop  the  editor's  desk 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     THE  testimony  comprises  letters  and  clippings 

from  virtually  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  land revealing 

the  host  of  polls being  conducted  by  newspapers co- 
operatively with  THE  FILM  DAILY that  the  public  may  lend 

at  least  an  influential  voice in  the  selection  of  the  Ten  Best 

Pictures  of  1939 Space  precludes  anything  like  a  full  list  of 

the  co-op  polls  under  way  and  about  to  commence F'rinstance 

polls   are   being   conducted   by   Henry   T.   Murdock   in   the 

Philadelphia   Evening    Public    Ledger by    W.    E.    J.    Martin 

among  readers  of  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express Barney  Old- 
field  in  behalf  of  the  Lincoln  Sunday  Journal  and  Star by 

Pat  Patterson,  Daytona  Beach  Sun  Record Walter  Hackett, 

the   Lansing   State   Journal Charles   E.   Hewitt,    Tonawanda 

Evening  News ▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     DITTO Colvin  McPherson.  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch 

Will  Baltin,  New  Brunswick  Daily  Home  News-The  Sunday  Times 

Elizabeth  Eastman  and  Herbert  M.  Davidson,  Daytona  Beach  News- 
Journal  James    Logie.    Douglas    (Ariz.)    Daily    Dispatch Harry 

LaFerte,  Tulsa  Daily  World Channing  R.  Pollock,  Union  City  (N.  J.) 

Hudson  Dispatch Ralph  S.  Matz,  Matz  Feature  Syndicate,  Reading, 

Pa Ruth    Lewis,    Austin    (Tex.)    American-Statesman Calvin 

Starnes,  Kilgore  (Tex.)  Daily  News Edward  J,  Butler,  Westerly  (RJ.) 

Daily  Sun H.  R.  Palmer,  Lansing  State  Journal Ralph  Ryan, 

Ingle  wood  (Calif.)  Californian John  C.  F.  Healey,  Battle  Creek  En- 
quirer and  News Jack  Sellers,  Casper  (Wyo.)  Tribune-Herald 

Frank  G.  Schmidt,  Saginaw  News and  David  B.  Kaufman,  Mason 

City  (la.)  Globe  Gazette 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  AS  we  run  down  the  small  mountain  of  co-op  poll  ma- 
terial on  the  desk-tops the  fear  grips  us that  on  some  near 

tomorrow    will    issue    charges    of    discrimination re    today's 

colyum when  you  consider  that  no  reference  heretofore  has 

been  made  of  the  huge  co-op  poll of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer 

nor  those  of  the  Dayton    (Ohio)    Journal-Herald  Spotlight 

and   the   Madison    (Wis.)    Capital   Times. ....  .These    latter 

three  are  conducted  under  the  aegis  of  Mildred  Martin,  A.  S.  Kany, 

and  Sterling  Sorensen,  respectively There  are  many  others, 

too which  we  have  left  unmentioned but  that's  what  a  guy 

gets  for  'f'rinstancing" 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     FINAL  standing  of  the  Ten  Best  Pictures  of   1939 as 

selected  by  the  readers  of  the  Union  City  (N.  J.)  Hudson  Dispatch 

is  interesting as  it  is  one  of  the  first  sections  to  be  heard  from 

(numbers  in  parentheses  represent  votes  accorded): "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips"  (803);  "The  Old  Maid"  (846);  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Wash- 
ington" (605);  "Wuthering  Heights"  (470);  "Stanley  and  Livingstone"  (467); 
"The  Wizard  of  Oz"  (435);  "Dark  Victory"  (411);  'The  Women"  (379); 
"Pygmalion"  (374);  "The  Rains  Came"  (304) 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  BUT  still  to  be  raised  is  the  choral  voice  of  the  na- 
tion's critics and  may  the  best  pix  win! 


MEXICO  STEPPING  UP 
FILM  BIZ— KUSIEL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

bia's  manager  for  that  country,  who 
left  New  York  yesterday  by  »^ane 
for  Mexico  City,  following  a^lief 
visit  to  the  home  office. 

Recent  Government  decree  there, 
making  it  mandatory  for  houses  to 
devote  a  specified  portion  of  their 
playing  time  to  native  pictures,  has 
resulted  in  encouraging  the  studios, 
he  said. 

Coincidentally,  considerable  new 
theater  construction  is  going  on,  and 
when  the  current  program  carries 
into  1940,  there  will  be  new  and 
thoroughly  modern  houses  in  Jalapa, 
Orizaba,  and  Vera  Cruz.  Further, 
the  new  Colonial  Theater  is  under 
construction  in  Mexico  City,  and  also 
two  other  houses,  in  addition  to  the 
new  first-run  Chino  in  the  capital. 

Kusiel  disclosed  that  Columbia 
will  handle  the  distribution  outside 
of  Mexico  of  the  new  musical  which 
has  just  been  completed  in  the  stu- 
dios there  by  Grovas-Ora  Produc- 
tions. Feature,  bearing  the  title  do- 
mestically of  "En  Los  Tiempos  de 
Don  Perfidio,"  will  be  known  as 
"Melodios  de  Antano"  in  the  world 
market.  Production  is  said  to  be 
the  outstanding  musical  made  con- 
temporaneously in  Mexico. 

Columbia,  he  said,  expects  to  have 
several  Mexican  pictures  on  its  dis- 
tribution schedule  during  1940,  but 
what  the  specific  line-up  will  be  has 
not  yet  been  determined. 

Film  trade  is  faring  well  in  Mex- 
ico, said  Kusiel,  with  Hollywood  prod- 
uct still  tops.  Trade,  he  states, 
appears  to  be  benefiting  by  the  re- 
cent vitiating  of  the  four  per  cent 
tax  applicable  to  all  remittance  be- 
tween the  U.  S.  and  Mexico. 


Dismiss  Complaint  vs.  Bioff 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  At  the  request  of 
Deputy  District  Attorney  Myers, 
Municipal  Judge  Curtis  yesterday 
dismissed  the  fugitive  complaint 
against  William  Bioff,  IATSE  repre- 
sentative, local  authorities  having 
received  no  additional  word  from 
Chicago  authorities  since  Nov.  24. 


STORKS! 


Cleveland — The  Dave  Halpers  of 
Warner  Brothers  received  their 
Christmas  present  ahead  of  time.  It 
is  a  six  pound  daughter,  born  to  Mrs. 
Halper  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital.  The 
young  lady,  named  Harriette  Jane, 
has  a  sister  and  a  brother. 


Chicago  —  The  Harry  Balabans 
have  a  new  baby  daughter. 

Pittsburgh — Frank  A.  King,  of  the 
Lyric  Theater,  California,  Pa.,  wel- 
comed his  first  grandchild  last  week 
when  a  six-pound  daughter  was  born 
to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  D.  Kuhns  at  the 
Magee  Hospital  here. 
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DRAMA  UNPARALLELED! 
SPECTACLE  BEYOND  BELIEF! 

TEN  TIMES  A  THOUSAND  THRILLS 

RKO  RADIO'S 
ALL-TIME  SHOW  OF  SHOWS!  4 
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100  FEATURED  PLAYERS! 
15  STAGGERING  CLIMACTIC  SEQUENCES! 

3,621  IN  THE  CAST! 

2  HOURS  OF  UNBROKEN  DRAMA 

AND  THRILLS! 

NO  WONDER  WORD  OF  ITS  GREATNESS 

IS  SPREADING  LIKE  WILDFIRE! 


Sweeping  Spectacle! 
Storied  Excitement! 
Heroic  Romance! 
Weird  Mystery! 


Astounding  Adventure! 
Amazing  Characters! 
Terrific  Suspense! 
Electric  Action! 


THE  BOX  OFFICE  SENSATION  OF  SENSATIONS! 

• 

AND!  LOOK  A  T  Thf  tub,.. 
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RCEDRIC  HARDWICKE  *THOMAS  MITCHE' 

AUREEN  O'HARA  •  EDMOND  O'BRIE 

LAN  MARSHAL* WALTER HAMPDE 

KATHARINE  ALEXANDER 
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BACKED  BY  BIG  NATIONAL 
POSTING  CAMPAIGN!.. 


Sensationally  new,  novel  and  different  24-sheets 
a  series  of  them— yelling  their  mighty  show  mes- 


M 


sage  from  vantage  points  reaching  everybody  who 
rides,  runs  or  walks! . . .  A  billboard  campaign  to 
reach  the  movie  millions  and  swing  them  into 
theatres  for  the  show  they're  all  waiting  to  see! 
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Weird,  wondrous,  unbelievable  . .  .The 
strangest,  most  colorful  story  ever  told 
• .  ♦  re-lived  on  a  stage  as  vast  as  history 
itself!. ..The  daring  drama  of  the  hunch- 
back who  dared  to  dream  of  a  young 
girl's  love! 
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CAST 


*o 


ra, 


the    O'Hara    Plantation 
Georgia 


Brent  Tarleton George  Reeves 

Stuart  Tarleton Fred  Crane 

Scarlett  O'Hara Vivien  Leigh 

Mammy Hattie    McDaniel 

Big  Sam Everett  Brown 

Elijah Zack  Williams 

Gerald  O'Hara Thomas  Mitchell 

Pork Oscar   Polk 

Ellen   O'Hara Barbara   O'Neil 

Jonas  Wilkerson Victor  Jory 

Suellen  O'Hara Evelyn  Keyes 

Careen  O'Hara Ann  Rutherford 

Prissy Butterfly  McQueen 

At  Twelve  Oaks,  the  Nearby   Wilkes 
Plantation 

John    Wilkes Howard    Hickman 

India  Wilkes Alicia  Rhett 

Ashley   Wilkes Leslie    Howard 

Melanie  Hamilton Olivia  de  Havilland 

Charles    Hamilton Rand    Brooks 

Frank  Kennedy Carroll  Nye 

Cathleen  Calvert Marcella  Martin 

Rhett  Butler Clark  Gable 

At  the   Bazaar   in   Atlanta 

Aunt  "Pittypat"  Hamilton. Laura  Hope  Crews 

Doctor  Meade Harry  Davenport 

Mrs.    Meade Leona    Roberts 

Mrs.    Merriwether Jane    Darwell 

Rene  Picard Albert  Morin 

Maybelle  Merriwether Mary  Anderson 

Fanny    Elsing Terry    Shero 

Old  Levi William  McClain 

In  Aunt  "Pittypat's"  Home 

Uncle    Peter Eddie   Anderson 

Outside  the  Examiner   Office 
Phil    Meade Jackie    Moran 

At  the  Hospital 

Reminiscent  Soldier Cliff  Edwards 

Belle  Watling Ona   Munson 

The  Sergeant Ed   Chandler 

A  Wounded  Soldier  in  Pain 

George   Hackathorne 

A  Convalescent  Soldier Roscoe  Ates 

An  Amputation  Case Eric  Linden 

A  Dying  Soldier John  Arledge 

During  the  Evacuation 

A  Commanding   Officer Tom   Tyler 

During  the  Siege 

A  Mounted  Officer William   Bakewell 

The  Bartender Lee  Phelps 

Georgia  After  Sherman 

A  Yankee  Deserter Paul  Hurst 

The  Carpet- Bagger's  Friend. Ernest  Whitman 

A   Returning   Veteran William    Stelling 

A  Hungry  Soldier Louis   Jean   Heydt 

Emmy   Slattery Isabel   Jewell 

During   Reconstruction 

The    Yankee    Major Robert    Elliott 

His    Poker-Playing    Captains 

George  Meeker,  Wallis  Clark 

The  Corporal Irving  Bacon 

A  Carpet-Bagger  Orator Adrian  Morris 

Johnny  Gallegher J.    M.  Kerrigan 

A  Carpet-Bagger  Business  Man 

Olin  Howland 

A  Renegade Yakima  Canutt 

His  Companion Blue  Washington 

Tom,  a  Yankee  Captain Ward  Bond 

Bonnie  Blue  Butler Cammie  King 

Beau   Wilkes Mickey   Kuhn 

Bonnie's  Nurse Lillian  Kemble  Cooper 


(Hollywood  Preview) 

HERE  is  a  picture  which  should  delight  audiences,  inspire  producers 
and  prove  a  bonanza  of  Klondike  proportions  for  exhibitors,  large 
and  small. 

For  emphatically  David  0.  Selznick's  production  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind*'  is  as  memorable  as  the  historic  era  it  so  vividly  recreates  and  quick- 
ens with  life. 

Margaret  Mitchell's  epic  of  the  Old  South  finally  emerges  upon  the 
screen  as  a  climactic  personal  achievement,  a  long-standing  industry 
answer  to  carping  critics  everywhere  and,  importantly  to  showmen,  as 
scintillating  and  glorious  entertainment,  perhaps  as  close  to  perfection  in 
all  its  phases  as  human  endeavor  can  attain. 

Magnificent  in  its  spectacle,  absorbing  in  its  drama,  compelling  in  its 
romance,  expertly  paced,  sustained  in  its  action,  finely  directed,  ideally 
cast,  played  with  a  wealth  of  sympathy  and  understanding,  brilliantly 
photographed  in  Technicolor  and  supported  by  one  of  the  most  stirring 
musical  settings  that  the  screen  yet  has  known,  such  is  "Gone  With  the 
Wind." 

Margaret  Mitchell's  story  of  the  Old  South  has  been  faithfully  trans- 
ferred to  the  screen  with  great  credit  to  its  producer,  David  0.  Selznick, 
its  director,  Victor  Fleming,  its  cast  and  everyone  concerned  in  its  making. 

Director  Fleming  was  faced  with  a  terrific  task  in  picturizing  the  story. 
But  there  is  never  a  dull  moment  in  its  entire  footage.  Production  has 
many  highlights,  with  the  burning  of  Atlanta  and  long  rows  of  wounded 
and  dying  soldiers  helplessly  lying  on  the  ground  near  the  Atlanta  depot 
among  the  unforgettable  scenes.  Fleming  has  also  very  effectively  guided 
the  tender  and  romantic  scenes.  Producer  Selznick  has  provided  unusual 
production  values,  and  the  atmosphere  of  a  South  of  cotton  and  cavaliers 
and  of  a  South  ruined  and  devastated  by  war  has  been  faithfully  recreated. 

Never  has  the  screen  seen  such  beautiful  photography,  with  the  Tech- 
nicolor cameras  of  Ernest  Haller,  Ray  Rennahan  and  Wilfred  M.  Cline 
capturing  the  beauty  of  plantations  and  providing  unusual  effects  to  please 
the  eye.  A  special  word  of  praise  is  due  Natalie  Kalmus,  Technicolor 
expert,  and  her  associate,  Henri  Jaffe.  The  screen  play  by  the  late  Sidney 
Howard  is  highly  effective  writing. 

Clark  Gable  has  never  given  a  more  able  and  convincing  performance 
than  as  Rhett  Butler,  the  blockade  runner,  shrewd,  resourceful  yet  a 
lover  of  lost  causes.  Vivien  Leigh  provides  a  truly  great  characterization 
as  the  fearless,  passionate  Scarlett  O'Hara.  Leslie  Howard  is  fine  as  Ashley 
Wilkes,  the  idealist  and  dreamer,  whose  love  is  sought  in  vain  by  Scarlett. 
Olivia  De  Havilland  is  especially  good  and  sincere  as  the  frail,  tender 
Melanie  Hamilton.  Beautiful  work  is  done  by  Ona  Munson,  while 
Thomas  Mitchell  is  splendid  as  the  father  of  Scarlett.  An  important  fac- 
tor in  the  production  is  the  music  score  by  Max  Steiner.  The  production 
was  designed  by  William  C.  Menzies. 

The  picture  opens  at  Tara,  the  O'Hara  plantation  in  Georgia.  Scarlett 
is  in  love  with  Ashley  and  when  she  learns  he  is  about  to  marry  Melanie 
she  tells  him  of  her  love.  He  is  greatly  attracted  by  the  fiery  Scarlett 
but,  deeply  in  love  with  Melanie,  he  marries  her.  Hoping  to  hurt  him, 
Scarlett  marries  Melanie's  brother  Charles  (Rand  Brooks).  The  South- 
erners believe  they  will  defeat  the  North  in  a  month  and  Ashley  and 
Charles  go  off  to  war.  In  a  few  weeks  Charles  dies  of  pneumonia  and 
Scarlett,  jumps  at  the  chance  to  go  to  Atlanta  and  live  with  Melanie. 
Scarlett  shows  her  fighting  spirit  when  she  takes  Melanie  and  her  new- 
born baby  back  to  the  plantation  although  Yankee  soldiers  are  close  by. 
In  a  highly  exciting  scene  Scarlett  shoots  down  a  marauding  Yankee  soldier. 

With  the  war  over,  carpetbaggers  and  renegades  overrun  the  South. 
When  Rhett  refuses  to  help  her  raise  $300  to  pay  taxes  on  the  plantation, 
she  marries  Frank  Kennedy  (Carroll  Nye).  When  Kennedy  dies  she 
marries  Rhett,  but  even  after  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Scarlett  still 
hopes  for  the  day  when  Ashley  will  be  free  to  ask  her  to  marry  him.  The 
daughter  is  killed  in  an  accident.  Dying,  Melanie  asks  Scarlett  to  take 
care  of  Ashley  and  be  good  to  Rhett.  Rhett  walks  out  of  her  life  but 
picture  closes  on  a  hopeful  note  with  Scarlett  believing  she  will  win  him 
back. 

DIRECTION,  The  Best.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  Outstanding. 
Running  Time:  220  Minutes. 


CREDITS 


A  Selznick  International  picture  and  a 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer    release. 

Starring  Clark  Gable  as  Rhett  Butler, 
Leslie  Howard  and  Olivia  de  Havilland  and 
presenting  Vivien  Leigh  as  Scarlett  O'Hara. 

#         ♦         * 

Produced  by  David  0.  Selznick 

Directed  by  Victor  Fleming 

Based  on  Margaret  Mitchell's  Novel 

Screenplay  by  Sidney   Howard 

Photographed     in    Technicolor 

Production   Designed   by 

William  Cameron  Menzies 

Art  Direction  by Lyle  Wheeler 

Photographed  by Ernest  Haller,  A.S.C. 

Technicolor  Associates 

Ray  Rennahan,  A.S.C.,  Wilfred  M.  Cline, 
A.S.C. 

Musical   Score   by.. Max  Steiner 

Associate    Lou    Forbes 

Special    Photographic    Effects   by 

Jack  Cosgrove 

Associate  (Fire  Effects) Lee  Zavitz 

Costumes   Designed  by.... Walter  Plunkett 

Scarlett's  Hats  by John  Frederics 

Interiors  by Joseph  B.  Piatt 

Interior   Decoration   by.... Edward  G.   Boyle 

Supervising  Film  Editor Hal  C.  Kern 

Associate  Film  Editor.  ..  .James  E.  Newcom 

Scenario  Assistant   Barbara  Keon 

Recorder    Frank   Maher 

Makeup  and  Hair  Styling.  .Monty  Westmore 

Associates Hazel  Rogers,  Ben  Nye 

Dance  D. rectors.  ..  Frank  Floyd,  Eddie  Prinz 

Historian    Wilbur  G.  Kurtz 

Technical  Advisers Susan  Myrick, 

Will   Price 

Research Lillian  K.  Deighton 

Production  Manager Raymond  A.  Klune 

Technicolor  Co.  Supervision.  .Natalie  Kalmus 

Associate    Henri  Jaffa 

Assistant  Director Eric  G.  Stacey 

Second  Assistant  Director.  .Ridgeway  Callow 

Production   Continuity Lydia   Schiller, 

Connie  Earle 


Mechanical  Engineer R.  D.  Musgrave 

Construction  Superintendent.  .Harold  Fenton 

Chief  Grip   Fred  Williams 

In  Charge  of  Wardrobe.  .Edward  P.  Lambert 

Associates   Marian   Dabney, 

Elmer   Ellsworth 

Casting  Managers Charles  Richards, 

Fred  Schuessler 

Location    Manager Mason    Litson 

Scenic  Department  Superintendent 

Henry  J.  Stahl 

Electrical   Superintendent Wally  Oettel 

Chief    Electrician James    Potevin 

Properties: 

Manager  Harold  Coles 

On  the  Set Arden  Cripe 

Greens    Roy  A.   McLaughlin 

Drapes  James  Forney 

Special   Properties   Made  by 

Ross  B.  Jackman 

Tara  Landscaped  by Florence  Yock 

Still  Photographer Fred   Parrish 

Camera   Operators Arthur  Arling, 

Vincent  Farrar 
Assistant  Film  Editors.  .Richard  Van  Enger, 

Ernest  Leadley 
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ROSE  TO  MAP  PARA.'S 
BRITISH  PRODUCTION 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

vided  the  proper  talent  can  be  ob- 
tained. 

In  Hollywood,  Rose  will  comb  the 
field  for  British  players  to  work  in 
England.  It  is  Paramount's  inten- 
tion, he  said,  to  make  good  pictures 
over  there  on  an  extensive  basis  re- 
gardless of  quota  laws. 

Rose  was  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Rose.  Present  plans  call  for  their 
departure  for  England  on  Jan.   12. 


Stoll  Will  Succeed  Bloom 
as  Western   Electric   Prexy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  the  presidency,  succeeding  Edgar 
S.  Bloom,  who  retires  Dec.  31,  by 
the  board  of  directors  yesterday. 
Stoll  has  spent  his  entire  business 
career  of  36  years  with  WE,  rising 
from  student  apprentice  up  the  ex- 
ecutive ladder. 

Bloom,  who  retires  at  age  65  in 
accordance  with  Bell  System  prac- 
tice, ends  43  years  of  service  with 
the  System.  As  recently  announced 
by  the  British  Purchasing  Commis- 
sion, he  will  become  its  director  of 
purchases. 


Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,  Mourned 


Company  executives,  personal  friends 
and  business  associates  yesterday  joined 
in  mourning  the  sudden  death  of  Doug- 
las Fairbanks,  Sr.,  at  his  Santa  Monica 
home. 

Among  the  many  expressions  of  regret 
made  public  were  these: 

Will  H.  Hays — Death  has  been 
called  the  great  adventure.  To  all 
the  millions  who  knew  Douglas  Fair- 
banks on  the  screen,  he  was  the 
daring  adventurer, — the  epitome  of 
life  and  action.  To  those  of  us 
privileged  to  know  him  personally, 
he  was  also  a  well  beloved  compan- 
ion. 

Murray  Silverstone — To  the  thou- 
sands within  the  industry  and  to 
the  millions  outside  it,  the  passing 
of  Douglas  Fairbanks  is  a  deep  loss. 
To  us  who  grew  up  within  the  ar- 
tistic and  business  framework  that 
is  United  Artists,  Doug's  going  is 
irreparable.  At  the  moment,  we  can 
only  try  to  keep  and  to  carry  on- 
ward the  high  standards  he  set  for 
us.  He  wouldn't  have  wanted  any 
more. 

George  J.  Schaefer — Douglas  Fair- 
banks deserves  to  be  long  remem- 
bered as  a  figure  of  the  amusement 
world.  Those  who  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  him,  and  I  among  them, 


"Are  you  going  to  sit  there  and  let  Tom 
make  a  fool  of  you  like  that?" 


.__ 
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MAIN  STREET  LAWYER" 


with 


EDWARD  ELLIS  •  ANITA  LOUISE 

HAROLD  HUBER*  ROBERT  BALDWIN  •  BEVERLY  ROBERTS 

A  Republic  Picture 


will  also   long   remember   him  as  a 
friend. 

Harry  D.  Buckley — After  an  in- 
timate association  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  the  passing  of  Doug- 
las Fairbanks  is  a  profound  personal 
loss.  As  friend  and  as  business  as- 
sociate, Doug's  wisdom,  his  integ- 
rity and  his  warmth  were  always  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  me.  His 
passing  leaves  a  void  that  can  never 
be  filled. 

Joseph  M.  Schenck — Douglas  Fair- 
banks' sudden  passing  was  a  shock 
that  will  be  felt  throughout  the 
world.  As  his  business  associate  for 
many  years,  and  his  friend  for  even 
longer,  I  feel  his  loss  beyond  the 
mere  expression  of  words.  Many  of 
the  figures  of  pioneer  days  of  mo- 
tion pictures  have  answered  to  the 
call  of  time,  but  none  have  gone  be- 
yond trailing  greater  glory  nor  wider 
esteem  than  Doug  Fairbanks.  He 
made  the  world  laugh,  he  made  it 
cry,  he  gave  to  mankind  the  example 
of  heroic  figures  striving  for  noble 
ideals.  On  the  screen  he  gave  the 
world  princely  characters  who  taught 
his  fellow  men  to  love  each  other, 
and  the  world  loved  him  in  re- 
turn. On  departing  life,  he  leaves  a 
memory  that  all  who  knew  him 
will  cherish  with  loving  tenderness. 

Darryl  F.  Zanuck  —  One  of  the 
grandest  figures  of  screen  history 
has  been  lost  in  the  untimely  pass- 
ing of  Douglas  Fairbanks.  But 
through  his  great  contributions  to 
the  world  of  entertainment  he  has 
gained  immortality.  He  leaves  a 
record  of  achievement  that  is  sec- 
ond to  none,  for  his  pictures  will  be 
remembered  whenever  the  fine  at- 
tainments of  screen  entertainment 
are  in  discussion.  I  knew  and  loved 
him  as  a  friend,  and  knew  how 
strongly  and  warmly  he  clung  to  life 
and  loved  it.  It  was  this  love  of 
life  as  well  as  his  adventurous  and 
romantic  screen  portraits  that  he 
bequeathed  to  the  world.  Doug 
helped  make  the  world  a  better  place 
to  live  in. 

Samuel  Goldwyn — I  feel  a  per- 
sonal loss  in  the  passing  of  Mr.  Fair- 
banks with  whom  I  have  been  asso- 
ciated for  so  many  years.  His  con- 
tributions have  been  so  great,  not 
only  to  industry,  but  to  all  of  us 
who  were  his  friends,  that  the  whole 
community   will  miss  him  greatly. 

David  O.  Selznick  —  The  entire 
world  has  suffered  a  great  loss  for 
Douglas  Fairbanks  was  a  producer 
who,  in  a  troubled  age,  gave  the 
philosophy  of  happiness  to  millions. 
We  in  the  motion  picture  business 
knew  him  as  a  leader,  to  whose  pro- 
ducing courage  and  integrity  we  are 
all  indebted;  and  as  a  splendid  friend 
whose  untimely  passing  is  a  terrible 
shock. 

Harry  M.  Warner— The  passing  of 
Douglas  Fairbanks,  removes  one  of 
the  industry's  most  colorful  and  in- 
fluential figures.  It  is  an  irreparable 
loss  sustained  not  only  by  Holly- 
wood but  by  the  entire  world,  as 
well. 

Nate   Blumberg — The   memory   of 


ASK  PRESSURE  ON  FCC 
TO  END  AIR  GIVEAWAY 
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ingston  in  some  respects.  He  does 
not  seek  to  offer  money  guarantees., 
but  wants  the  program  batt^fcofi 
the  nets  for  fear  of  the  preeWent 
it  sets,  and  the  gambling  urge  which 
he  claims  it  builds  among  listeners. 
Accompanying  the  Campbell  let- 
ter, which  went  to  U.  S.  chamber 
head,  W.  G.  Carey,  Jr.,  were  several 
other  entreaties  from  retailers  who 
voice  the  same  danger. 

50  Committee  Heads  Meet 
at  Jewish  Drive  Luncheon 


I! 
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Warner,  co-chairman,  presiding. 
There  were  50  committee  heads 
present. 

Folowing  Major  Warner's  opening 
remarks,  Bernstein  traced  the  his- 
tory of  the  Amusement  Division.  He 
stated  that  every  indication  pointed 
to  a  new  high  record  showing  for 
the  Division,  with  last  year's  figure 
of  $175,000  certain  to  be  topped.  A 
number  of  committee  reports  were 
presented.  Commissioner  Paul  Moss 
was  among  the  guests  who  spoke 
briefly. 

Among  those  attending  were: 
Major  Albert  Warner,  David  Bern- 
stein, Paul  Moss,  Martin  Quigley, 
Sam  Rinzler,  David  Weinstock,  Wil- 
liam Klein,  Marvin  Schenck,  Harry 
Buxbaum,  Julian  Abeles,  Max  Black- 
man,  Leo  Brecher,  Leopold  Fried- 
man, Harold  Goldgraben,  Herman 
Gluckman,  Leon  Goldberg,  Milton 
Green,  Monroe  Greenthal,  Arthur  H. 
Israel,  Joe  Lee,  Bertram  Lebhar, 
Milton  Maier,  Charles  H.  Moses,  B. 
S.  Moss,  Eugene  Picker,  Sidney  H. 
Piermont,  Harold  Rodner,  Herman 
Robbins,  Budd  Rogers,  Ed.  Schnitzer, 
Max  Seligman,  Sam  Shain,  Charles 
Sonin,  Sam  Rosen,  Max  Rudnick  and 
Bob  Wolfe. 


23  Toronto  FPC,  Independent 
Houses  Use  Amateur  Vaude 
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day,  each  week,  five  or  six  acts  that 
have  won  prizes  in  a  radio  broadcast 
the  preceding  Sunday,  are  put  on  as 
a  stage  show.  Bill,  called  Ken  Soble's 
All-Star  Winners,  is  presented  at 
two  theaters  nightly. 

Approximately  15  of  the  smaller, 
independent  theaters  put  on  amateur 
stage  shows  one  night  each  week. 

Professional  vaude  is  presented  by 
Shea's  Hip  and  the  Casino  as  well 
as  the  Pylon. 

Douglas  Fairbanks  will  never  die.  He 
was  one  of  the  few  immortals  who 
graced  the  silver  screen.  His  sudden 
passing  was  a  great  personal  shock. 
And  will  be  mourned  by  millions  of 
movie-goers  throughout  the  world. 
Harry  Cohn — I  can't  understand  it. 
When  he  sat  next  to  me  Saturday  at 
a  football  game,  he  looked  hale  and 
healthy  and  today  this  shocking 
news.  It  is  a  sad  blow  to  me  per- 
sonally in  the  loss  of  a  friend,  and 
to  the  industry,  in  the  loss  of  a 
great  pioneer  and  leader. 


r- 
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ATLAS  PLAN  PROPOSES 
$3  FOR  RKO  COMMON 
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igreement  and  gave  reasons  for  the 
•eduction  of  the  price  from  $4  to 
>3   per   share. 

j  Ti^agreement  provides  that  these 
>ha?r-'  shall  be  offered  to  holders 
>f  unsecured  allowed  claims  and  to 
Rockefeller  Center,  Inc. 

Must  Offer  Stock  by  Dec.  31 
i  RKO,  under  the  proposal,  must 
:)ffer  the  stock  on  or  before  Dec. 
!1.  In  the  event  that  it  fails  to  do 
;o,  the  agreement,  at  the  option  of 
\tlas,   may   be   withdrawn. 

The  right  of  creditors  and  Rocke- 
feller Center  to  subscribe  shall  be 
•videnced  by  transferable  subscrip- 
tion warrants  which  must  be  exer- 
cised within  20  days  of  the  offer. 
Notice  in  writing  of  the  number  of 
;hares  of  unsubscribed  stock  must 
;)e  given  by  RKO  to  Atlas  as  prompt- 
ly as  possible,  and,  in  any  event, 
within  two  days  of  the  expiration  of 
the  20-day  period.  Atlas  will  then 
nurchase  unsubscribed  stock  at  $3 
oer  share,  less  compensation  pro- 
vided in  the  agreement. 
i  Unsubscribed  stock  is  to  be  de- 
:ivered  and  paid  for  by  Atlas  be- 
tween two  and  seven  days  after  re- 
viving notification  from  RKO  of 
he  amount  unsubscribed. 

Compensation  Provided 
i  Compensation  is  provided  in  two 
ways,  of  which  the  total  is  an  ag- 
gregate of  two  sums — first,  Atlas 
will  receive  a  sum  equal  to  one- 
third  of  one  cent  for  the  500,000 
shares  of  common  stock  multiplied 
oy  the  number  of  days  intervening 
between  Dec.  12,  the  date  of  the 
)ffer,  and  the  date  on  which  Atlas 
■eceives  notice  of  the  number  of 
unsubscribed  shares.  The  maximum 
lumber  of  days,  Hamilton  C. 
Rickaby,  counsel  for  the  Atlas 
Group,  said,  was  30  days,  or  a  to- 
■al  of  $50,000  if  the  maximum  num- 
ber of  days  intervene; 

Second,  in  addition  to  payments 
jnder  the  first  clause,  Atlas  will 
-eceive  25  cents  for  each  share  of 
jnsubscribed  stock.  The  maximum 
compensation  in  aggregate,  Rickaby 
stated,  was  approximately  $175,000. 
Subject  to  Court  Approval 
The  agreement  is  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  District  Court  and 
vill  be  null  and  void  unless  approved 
ry  Dec.  23.  In  addition,  Atlas  may 
withdraw  the  agreement  if  the  U. 
3.  Supreme  Court  grants  any  peti- 
ion  to  review  the  confirmation  of 
he  RKO  reorganization  plan  itself. 
The  letter,  which  accompanied  the 
igreement,  stated  that  the  war  in 
Europe,  in  the  opinion  of  Atlas,  "is 
i  factor  injuriously  affecting  the 
mtlook  for  motion  picture  company 
>arnings,"  and,  in  addition,  the  sale 
)f  films  to  certain  countries,  as  for 
■xample  England  and  France,  "has 
>een  and  apparently  will  continue  tc 
)e   seriously  reduced." 

Moreover,     it     said,     transfer     of 
'unds  from  these  countries  has  been 
'greatly  restricted." 
As    an    added    factor,    the    letter 


Christmas  Shopping  at  Theater  Giveaway 

St.  Louis — Some  of  the  cash  customers  are  doing  their  Christmas  shopping  early  by 
taking  in  the  giveaway  nights  at  the  various  local  motion  picture  theaters.  By  watching 
the  ads  they  can  pick  up  the  following  for  a  motion  picture  ticket  most  any  night: 
Cake  plates,  cake  and  tea  sets,  books,  golden  crest  dinnerware,  sunbeam  crystal  ware, 
metrose  silverware,  hand-cut  stemware,  cannon  towels,  console  sets,  Oxford  blue  kitchen- 
ware,    soup    plates,    chromeware,    plain    dishes,    or   surprise    gifts. 


"Day  of  Thanksgiving" 

Georgia's  GWTW  Tribute 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

giving."  State  Capitol  and  all  state 
buildings  will  be  closed,  and  the 
Confederate  and  state  flags  will  be 
flown,  along  with  the  Stars  and 
Stripes. 

Three-day  celebration  tied  in  with 
the  $4,500,000  film's  debut  at  Loew's 
Grand  starts  tomorrow  morning  and 
continues  through  Saturday  night. 
Highlights  include  the  welcoming 
parade  for  Clark  Gable  and  Vivien 
Leigh,  charity  costume  ball  spon- 
sored by  the  Junior  League,  "con- 
solation dance"  Friday  night  for 
those  unable  to  secure  premiere 
tickets  and  round   of  social   affairs. 

Arriving  today  and  tomorrow  for 
the  festivities  will  be,  in  addition  to 
Gable  and  Leigb:  David  O.  Selznick 
and  Mrs.  Selznick,  Victor  Fleming, 
Laurence  Olivier,  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land.  Claudette  Colbert,  Carole  Lom- 
bard, Ona  Munson,  Laura  Hope 
Crews,  Ann  Rutherford,  Evelyn 
Keyes,  Howard  Strickling. 

Others  of  note  expected  include 
John  Hay  Whitney,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  Lowell  Calvert,  Howard 
Dietz,  T.  J.  Connors,  Oscar  A.  Doob. 

Parade  tomorrow  afternoon  will 
have  21  bands  participating.  Gov- 
ernors of  11  Southern  states  which 
formed  the  Confederacy  will  be  on 
the  reviewing  stand.  Public  recep- 
tion will  be  followed  by  a  press 
reception.  The  ball  will  be  preceded 
bv  an  hour's  musical  program. 

Friday's  program  calls  for  a 
visit  of  the  Hollywood  contingent 
to  the  Battle  of  Atlanta  Cyclorama 
in  Grant  Park  and  to  the  Governor's 
mansion.  In  the  afternoon,  the  At- 
lanta Women's  Press  Club  tosses  a 
cocktail  party  for  Margaret  Mitchell 


pointed  out  the  drop  in  exchange 
rates  for  foreign  currencies,  and 
the  substantial  drop  in  motion  pic- 
ture company  stocks. 

Next  Hearing  Friday 

Judge  Bondy  fixed  a  hearing  on 
the  agreement  for  Friday,  at  2:30 
p.m.  in  Federal  Court,  Room  705. 
He  stated  that  the  agreement  gave 
Atlas  "tremendous  leeway"  in  with- 
holding if  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
grants  a  review.  He  made  it  clear, 
however,  that  he  did  not  criticize 
Atlas. 

At  the  hearing,  Marland  Gale, 
representing  the  SEC,  advised  Judge 
Bondy  that  it  had  before  it  the 
agreement  and  would  consider  and 
report   on   it   "very  speedily." 

Judge  Bondy  asserted  that  since 
the  SEC  would  advise  him  as  to  the 
^irness  of  the  price  and  compensa- 
tion, it  would  be  unnecessary  to  re- 
fer the  matter  to  a  Special  Master. 
He  indicated  that  he  would  depend 
greatly  upon  the  report  of  the  SEC. 


Para,  to  Have  120  Prints 

Of  "Gulliver"  for  Xmas 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

color  laboratories.  Neil  Agnew,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  said  that  Tech- 
nicolor would  deliver  20  prints  daily 
to  meet  the  holiday  bookings  in  key 
cities. 

President  Barney  Balaban  of  Para- 
mount predicted  that  previous  esti- 
mates of  domestic  and  foreign 
grosses  on  the  Fleischer  feature  car- 
toon were  "much  too  low." 


and  the  players.    Private  parties  will 
follow  the  premiere. 

While  the  Hollywood  party  will 
depart  by  plane  Saturday  morning, 
the  festival  will  continue  with  var- 
ious local  features. 


Additional  gratis  radio  promotion 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  pre- 
miere will  be  forthcoming,  it  was 
announced  yesterday,  when  the 
Coast-to-Coast  Mutual  network  does 
a  15-minute  shot  Thursday,  10-10:15 
p.m.  from  the  Gone  With  the  Wind 
Ball  of  the  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Junior 
League.     WATL  will  feed. 


SHIPMENT  OF  PRINTS 
BY  FREIGHT  POSSIBLE 
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$207  can  be  saved  in  sending  prints 
from  the  laboratories  to  the  distrib- 
utors' branches  in  key  cities,  al- 
though time  in  transit  will  be  10 
days  from  Coast  to  Coast  compared 
with  four  days  by  railway  express. 

Advantage  of  the  ruling  can  be 
realized  only  when  there  is  no  great 
rush  in  getting  prints  to  exchanges, 
it  was  pointed  out  yesterday  by  in- 
dustry executives.  Railway  express 
can  transport  films  almost  as  quickly 
as  the  fastest  passenger  trains. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  the  ICC 
ruling  goes  to  Larry  Flynn  of  Para- 
mount who  has  been  working  on  the 
issue  for  more  than  a  year  in  an 
effort  to  get  a  freight  classification 
for  nitrates. 


"Lion  Has  Wings"  to  Open 
on  B'way  Within  2  Weeks 
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tiated   for  a  first-run   at  either  the 
Criterion  or  Globe. 

Meanwhile,  Korda  returns  to  Eu- 
rope tomorrow  on  the  Rex  to  put 
"Hunting  the  U-Boats"  into  produc- 
tion in  England. 


don't  forget  to  ask 
Santa  Claus  to 
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Walter  Wanger's  hilarious 
thriller -diller! 


"v.:^r 


THE  MILL  ON  THE  FLOtf  BELONG*  AT 
THE  TOP  OF  YOUR  LICT  OF  THE  BEfT 
PICTURE*  OF  1979 


My.  Daily  Mirror 


l  is  scV»eaWKU     ____ --7        seC. 

,  we<SW-  the  fl053  Scfnr    Monday' 

Ittifl  oll    at    ^eA(£    an    increase 

STANDARD 


*«»*.*£' 


Fl 


p*_  r'ciure*'  f;i~  loss,  ' 

Ulird   week  "'«•»(,    enters    .'?. 
°"  Wednesday   %.As»w  T^«t« 


literature. 
&4onXfer '^  **•  than 

P«^ormances,  a  j22Lfte   Matinee 
«»e  Aator  Theatre   Wd  breaker  'v 


Biz  is  speeding-up  at  the  Astor 


*"Wrf* 


,.„.„         ..  _  Flogs»   This  department  is  in- 

...  lor  the  attraction     M.H  on  the  ti  ^  ^  oyer 

!enned  that  gross  for  the  second  wee* _^^/ty 

the  opening  week 


A  STANDARD  PICTURES  DISTRIBUTING  CO. INC. 


THE  SCREEN 


3.  BUILDING 


« ■  »■'■«■  •  •  • 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


TV  1    ■  miii&fSm 


L     ( 
M 


|3 


p    &    n 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


3PY 

DO  NOT  REMnwr 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


-1FDAILY 


VC  -'76.  NO.  116 


NEW  YORK,  THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  14.  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


Para.,  Warners  File  Sweeping  Equity  Interrogatories 

REACH  AGREEMENT  ONEY.  TRADE  PLAN-WHEN 

British  "Navicerts"  Will  Speed  U.  S.  Film  Shipments 


European  Shipments  Now  Said 

to  be  25  Per  Cent 

Below  Normal 

In  order  to  assure  film  shipments 
of  reaching  their  European  designa- 
tions in  the  event  that  a  British 
naval  vessel  stops  a  neutral  ship 
carrying  film,  the  British  counsel 
here  will  issue  a  "Navicert,"  or  naval 
certificate  to  accompany  the  film 
cans. 

Massce  &  Co.,  film  shippers,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  the  new  reg- 
ulation would  become  effective  this 
week,  probably  tomorrow.  Under 
the  plan,  a  ship  whose  cargo  con- 
tained contraband  could  be  seized  by 
Britain,  but  the  "Navicerts"  would 
permit  the  films  to  be  moved  on  to 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

GLASSIFYINGGOUNGIL 
FOR  MEXICAN  FILMS 


By  MARCO-AUREUO  GALINDO 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Mexico  City — All  domestic  prod- 
uct in  the  future  will  be  submitted 
to  the  newly  constituted  Mexican 
Motion  Picture  Classifying  Council 
for  rating  in  four  classifications — 
AA,   A,   B,   and   C. 

Formation   of   the   Council   stems 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

70%  Sales  Policy  Sticks 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


M-G-M's  70  p.c.  sales  policy  on 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  stick 
despite  protests  registered  by  Ohio 
and  Northwest  exhibitor  units,  an 
executive  declared  yesterday.  It 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

N.  Y.-Schenectady  Tele  Net 
Will  Start  in  Mid-January 

Scheduled  starting  date  for  the 
operation  of  the  first  television  "net- 
work"    between     New     York     and 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


FILM  STARS 
OFF  RADIO? 

Brandt,  in  Dallas,  Says  He 
Has  Producer  Promises 


Dallas — Harry  Brandt,  prexy  of 
New  York's  ITOA,  is  returning  East 
with  assurances  from  the  heads  of 
major  companies  that  they  will  with- 
draw stars  from  radio. 

Brandt,  here  to  address  the  Dallas 
TOPA  which  is  resuming  activity 
after  a  five-year  lapse,  so  disclosed. 
The  ITOA  for  some  time  has  been 
fighting  radio  appearances  by  film 
stars,  and  Brandt  conferred  with 
studio  heads  on  the  problem  while 
in   Hollywood. 

Brandt  is  due  in  Philadelphia  to- 
day, en  route  to  New  York. 


U.  S.  Majors  Represented 
at  Mex.  Film  Convention 


Home  offices'  foreign  department 
chieftains  were  awaiting  word  yes- 
terday of  the  outcome  of  the  three- 
day  convention  called  by  Mexico's 
Department  of  National  Economics 
to  meet  in  the  Teatro  Alameda  in 
Mexico  City  for  consideration  of 
ways  and  means  to  bring  the  native 
film  industry  out  of  its  present  dif- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


DOUG  FAIRBANKS 
FUNERAL  TOMORROW 


New  York  Allied  President  Says  Conciliation  Boards 

Will  be  Set  Up  in  New  York  City,  Albany, 

Buffalo;  Cohen  Re-elected 

By  W.  E.  J.  MARTIN 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Buffalo — A  plan  providing  for  conciliation  boards,  serving 
as  a  clearing  house  for  complaints,  to  be  set  up  between  New 
York  Allied  exhibitors  and  distributors  in  New  York  City,  Al- 
bany and  Buffalo  was  described  yesterday  by  President  Max  A. 

Cohen,  who  said  he  had  reached  an 
agreement  with  six  major  companies 
and  two  independents  in  establishing 
the  machinery  for 
a  New  York  State 
Code. 

Agreements,  he 
added,  were 
reached  with 
Paramount,  War- 
ner Bros.,  M-G- 
M,  United  Art- 
i  s  t  s,  Universal, 
Columbia,  Mono- 
gram and  Repub- 
lic. RKO  and  Fox, 
he  added,  are  ex- 
pected to  fall  in 
line  after  meet- 
ings scheduled  for 
the  near  future. 

In  the  future,  according  to  Cohen, 

there  will  be  a  clarified  and  definite 

sales    policy,    with    a    cancellation 

clause  at  a   graduated   scale   of  20, 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,  will  be  held 
at  2:30  tomorrow  at  the  Wee  Kirk  'o 
the  Heather,  the  chapel  in  Forest 
Lawn  Memorial  Park,  with  the  Rev. 
Neal   Dodd   officiating. 

The  active  pallbearers  will  be  Sid 
Grauman,  Joseph  M.  Schenck, 
Charles  Chaplin,  Chuck  Lewis,  Tom 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Destry"  Bringing  "U" 

Flow  of  New  Customers 


Universal  is  signing  new  custo- 
mers on  the  strength  of  "Destry 
Rides  Again."  Picture  is  the  lead- 
off   release    among    Universal's    top 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Interrogatories  Filed  by  Para.,  WB/ 
May  Agree  on  Suit  Trial  Date  Today 


CIO  Turns  Down  Empire 

Request  for  a  Charter 

Plea  by  the  Empire  State  Motion 
Picture  Operators'  Union  to  the  CIO 
for  a  charter,  following  revocation 
of  a  charter  granted  to  Local  258  to 
organize  in  the  theatrical  field,  has 
been  denied.    It  was  indicated  that 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Sweeping  interrogatories  which 
inquired  into  the  details  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's equity  suit  charges  and 
demanded  names  of  witnesses  sup- 
porting the  allegations  of  monopoly 
in  distribution,  production  and  ex- 
hibition, were  served  and  filed  yes- 
terday in  the  Federal  Court  by  Para- 
mount and  Warners.  Paramount 
asked    53    questions,    and    Warners 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


MAX  A.  COHEN 


STARS  FALL  UPON 
ATLANTA  VIA  GWTW 


Atlanta — Hollywood  took  over  this 
city  yesterday  as  film  celebrities 
began  pouring  in  via  train  and  air 
to  attend  Atlanta's  mammoth  celebra- 
tion in  connection  with  M-G-M-Selz- 
nick's,  "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  which 
will  have  its  premiere  here  tomorrow 
night. 

The  invasion  of  luminaries  com- 
menced yesterday  morning  with  the 
arrival  at  the  Terminal  station  of 
Howard  Dietz,  Metro's  publicity 
chief  from  New  York,  accompanied 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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coi. picts. vtc.  (2'/2%) ;   ;;;;; 

Columbia   Picts.   pfd 
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do    pfd 
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Loew's,    Inc 33  Vi     33y8     33%—     % 
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Paramount    7S/8       73/8       75/8   +     y. 

Paramount   1st  pfd 

Paramount   2nd    pfd..     8%       8%       8%  —  "i/8 
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NEW  YORK   BOND   MARKET 
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Monogram    Picts.    ...      1  1  1 
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Trans-Lux     }ys       n/8       V/s     

Universal    Corp.    vtc 
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N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe   Film   7   pfd 100l/2  104 
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Roxy  Thea.   Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 


RKO's  Depinet  Drive 

From  Jan.  27-May  10 

RKO  yesterday  announced  that  its 
annual  billings  contest  this  year 
would  be  known  as  the  Ned  Depinet 
Drive  and  would  be  launched  from 
Jan.  27  to  May  10.  As  the  period 
of  the  drive  embraces  playing  time 
for  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame," 
"Abe  Lincoln  in  Illinois,"  "Pinoc- 
chio,"  "Swiss  Family  Robinson," 
"Vigil  in  the  Night,"  "Primrose 
Path,"  "My  Favorite  Wife,"  "Irene" 
and  "Tom  Brown's  Schooldays,"  it 
is  predicted  that  the  drive  will  be 
the  most  important  and  successful 
in  RKO's  history. 

Herb  Maclntyre,  Northeastern 
district  manager,  has  been  appointed 
captain  of  the  drive  and  has  been 
called  in  from  the  field  to  organize 
for  the  campaign.  With  Harry  Git- 
tleson,  editor  of  Flash,  the  com- 
pany's magazine,  Maclntyre  will 
leave  on  a  rapid-fire  tour  of  the 
branches  just  after  the  first  of  the 
year. 

Generous  cash  prizes  will  be 
awarded  to  the  field  men  for  merit- 
orious effort. 


Three  Albany  WB  Houses 
Seek  Assessment  Slashes 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


|  SECURITY 


Brecher,  Palfreyman  and 

Pettijohn,  Ampa  Speakers 

Leo  Brecher,  veteran  showman, 
will  discuss  the  exhibitors'  viewpoint 
on  the  Neely  Bill  at  the  Ampa  meet- 
ing at  Stouffer's  Restaurant  at  12:45 
n.m.  today.  C.  C.  Petti  iohn  and  Dave 
Palfreyman  of  the  MPPDA  have  al- 
ready been  announced  as  sneakers 
on  the  general  subject  of  "What  Is 
the  Neely  Bill — How  Its  Passage 
Will  Affect  You  and  Every  Individu- 
al In  the  Motion  Picture  Industry?" 
Following  the  three  speakers  Ampa 
officials  have  scheduled  a  free-for- 
all  discussion. 


Albany — Writs  of  certiorari,  re- 
turnable in  Supreme  Court,  Troy, 
tomorrow,  seek  1939  assessment  fig- 
ures reduced  for  next  year's  taxes 
for  three  Warner  Brothers  Theaters 
here. 

Stanley  Mark  Strand  Corp.  seeks 
a  reduction  on  the  Strand  Theater, 
now  assessed  at  $430,000,  to  $210,000 
and  on  the  Ritz  Theater,  a  drop 
from  $328,000  at  present  to  $175,000 
is  asked. 

On  the  Albany  Theater,  which 
Warner  Brothers  lease,  valuation 
reduction  from  $170,000  to  $100,000 
is  sought  on  North  Pearl  Street, 
where  the  theater  fronts  and  from 
$30,000  to  $15,000  on  James  Street, 
at  the  rear. 

The  three  certiorari  writs  are 
among  30  filed  with  the  county 
cleak's  office  here. 


NBC  Exec.  Asks  Unions' 

Co-operation  in  Tele 

Speaking  yesterday  to  members 
of  the  joint  television  committee  of 
fhe  AAAA.  Mark  Woods,  NBC  ex- 
ecutive, presented  the  case  of  tele- 
vision, tracing  its  history  and  mak- 
ing- a  plea  for  co-operation  from  the 
unions.  He  stressed  the  point  that 
until  such  time  as  sufficient  sets  are 
sold  to  make  programs  commercial- 
ly possible,  and  thereby  bring-  some 
revenue  to  a  company,  all  expendi- 
tures were  being-  footed  by  the  com- 
panies   themselves. 


Truman  Tallev  Off  Today 
for  War  Coverage  Survey 

Sailing  today  for  Europe  on  the 
Rex.  Truman  Talley,  Movietone 
News  fhieftain,  will  make  a  survey 
tour  of  all  key  spots  where  Movie- 
tone crews  are  covering-  the  war. 
He  will  confer  with  Russell  Muth 
in  Paris  and  go  from  there  to  Lon- 
don, returning  here  in  about  a 
month's  time  unless  he  extends  his 
trip.  Bonney  Powell,  Movietone 
cameraman,   accompanies  him. 


Canadian  War  Activities 

to  be  a  M  of  T  Release 


Montreal — March  of  Time  camera 
crews  are  currently  filming  activities 
of  Canada's  military,  naval  and  air 
forces,  together  with  the  country's 
economic  resources  which  are  also 
held  vital  to  the  winning  of  the  pres- 
ent war.  Canada's  National  Film 
Board  has  expedited  the  photograph- 
ing of  scenes,  and  full  governmental 
co-operation  is  being  extended. 


M  of  T's  New  York  headquarters 
last  night  confirmed  the  making  of 
film  footage  dealing  with  Canada's 
war  effort,  but  added  that  the  sub- 
ject has  not  yet  been  officially  sched- 
uled by  the  company,  although  it 
admittedly  will  be  a  future  release. 


Brooklyn  Anti-Trust  Suit 

Names  Majors,  Randforce 

The  eight  major  companies  and 
the  Randforce  Amusement  Co.  are 
defendants  in  an  anti-trust  suit 
brought  by  the  395  Amusement  Co., 
of  Brooklyn,  operators  of  the  Gloria 
Theater.  Suit  charges  that  the  Glo- 
ria has  been  deprived  of  sufficient 
product  and  that  the  defendants 
have  been  giving  preference  to  the 
Clinton  Theater,  nearest  opposition. 


cominc  mid  come 


WILLIAM  F.  RODCERS  and  TOM  CONNOR! 
left  for  Atlanta  yesterday  for  the  "Gone  Witt 
the  Wind"   premiere. 

TRUMAN  TALLEY,  ALEXANDER  KORDA 
BONNEY  POWELL,  ISA  MIRANDA  andAMERICC 

ABOAF   sail    for    Italy    today   on    the    ^K 

ED  CHURCHILL,  of  Paramount's  publicity 
department,  arrives  here  today  from  the  Coas 
en  route  to  Miami  in  connection  with  the  cam 
paign    for   "Culliver." 

SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE  is  here  for  a  vaca 
tion. 

MARY  PICKFORD  has  arrived  here  from  Chi 
cago. 

JOHN  EBERSON,  film  theater  architect,  ha> 
returned   to   New  York  from   Texas. 

JOHN  C.  CORDON,  president  of  the  Polish 
American  Film  Corp.  of  Chicago,  and  theatet 
operator  there,  is  in  New  York  on  a  business 
visit  and   is  staying  at  the  Hotel   Edison. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  is  expected  to  return  to 
New  York  next  week  after  a  business  trip  to 
the   Republic   studios. 

JOHN  GOLDEN  returns  tomorrow  from  Florida 
GRACE  MOORE  is  at  the  Waldorf,   leaving  at 

the  week-end  to  fill  engagements  at  Chicago. 
WILLIS    COOPER,    writer,    is    here    from    the 

Coast  on  business. 

PAULETTE  CODDARD  flew  in  from  the  Coast 
this  week. 

BENNETT  CERF  is   in   Hollywood  on   business 

CHARLES  RUGGLES  arrives  here  this  week 
from   the  Coast  for  a  vacation. 

NATE  J.  BLUMBERC.  Universal  prexy,  is  ex 
pected  tomorrow  from  Hollywood. 

JESSE  LASKY  is  here  for  a  short  stay. 

HERB  MORGAN,  Metro  short  subjects  pub 
licity  manager,  is  back  from  Washington. 

BEN  DARE,  20th  Century-Fox  salesman,  will 
leave  tomorrow  with  MRS.  DARE  and  their 
child  for  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  to  pass  a  two  weeks 
vacation. 

DAVE  BALLARD,  Paramount's  eight-foot  giant 
who  is  ballying  "Gulliver,"  arrives  in  Florida 
Saturday  to  help  at  a  contest  in  connection 
with   pix   preem. 

SAM  PERELMAN,  playwright,  has  arrived  at 
the  Coast  for  a  stay  of  several  months.  He's  ac- 
companied  by  his  wife. 

EDWIN  KNOPF,  Goldwyn  story  editor,  arrives 
on    the   Coast   today. 

GLORIA  DICKSON  and  RICHARD  ARLEN 
leave  Hollywood  two  days  after  Christmas  for 
a    two-and-a    half   months'    p.a.    tour. 


For  Lunch,   Dinner  or  Supper 

LaHIFF'S  TAVERN 

The  Industry's 

MEETING  and  EATING  PLACE 

156  W.  48th  St.  Tel.  CHickering  4-4200 
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THEY  ALL 
LIKE  A 
BALALAIKA 
NEW  YEAR'S! 


(Holiday  Bookings  are  Zooming  I  Hurry!) 


a 


BROTHER  SAYS: 

"My  New  Year's  dish  is 
musical  comedy,  pretty 
dames.  I'd  like  to  be 
alone  with  Ilona!" 


SISTER  SAYS: 

"If  it's  gorgeous,  gala, 
melodious  and  roman- 
tic, it's  New  Year's  to 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  his  wife,  and  the  advent  about 
an  hour  later  of  film  actress  Ann 
Rutherford  and  her  mother,  from 
Lexington,  Ky. 

At  mid-afternoon  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  0.  Selznick,  the  Misses  Vi- 
vien Leigh  and  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
Laurence  Olivier,  and  TWA  official 
Clyde  Fullerton  landed  by  plane  at 
Candler  field,  and  were  followed  by 
a  plane  from  the  Coast  bearing  the 
Misses  Ona  Munson  and  Evelyn 
Keyes. 

Stars'  itinerary  commenced  at  Los 
Angeles  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
wound  up  here  at  4:15  p.m.  yester- 
day with  stops  at  Kansas  City  and 
St.  Louis. 

Today  at  8:20  a.m.,  Laura  Hope 
Crews  arrives  from  Chicago  aboard 
the  Dixie  Limited,  and  the  Southern 
R.  R.  will  bring  in  from  New  York 
S-I  officials,  those  of  M-G-M,  their 
special  guests,  and  film  star  Claud- 
ette  Colbert.  In  the  afternoon  at 
Candler  field,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Clark 
Gable,  Carole  Lombard;  Victor 
Fleming,  director  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind";  Howard  Strickling,  M-G-M 
studio  publicity  manager;  and  Amer- 
ican Airlines  officials. 

All  of  the  visiting  notables  were 
guests  at  the  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
charity  ball  in  the  city  auditorium 
last  night. 

Announcement  is  made  here  that 
immediately  after  Gable's  arrival, 
he  will  be  hurried  into  town  for  the 
grand  parade  through  downtown  At- 
lanta in  which  all  the  stars  and  film 
officials  will  participate.  Further, 
that  scenes  of  the  city  celebration 
and  premiere  will  be  taken  as  spot 
news  by  News  of  the  Day,  Metro- 
released  newsreel,  and  exhibited 
throughout  the  nation. 


WB  to  Star  Elsa  Maxwell 
In  Series  of  Featurettes 


West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Warner  Bros,  will 
star  Elsa  Maxwell  in  a  series  of 
featurettes,  "How  to  Get  Fun  Out 
of  Life."  She  will  also  write  the 
stories  for  the  featurettes,  first  of 
which  will  be  "Fun  Without  Money." 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM   DAILY 

to  the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

DECEMBER  14 

James  W.  Home 

Frank  Campeau 

Ray^  Jester 

Jack   C.    Raymond 


ALCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY: 


•  •  •  IN  1916 when  the  first  World  War  was  in  its  mid- 
stages  Watch  Hill that  snooty  Rhode   Island  Summer  resort 

witnessed  a  not-too-welcome  invasion Word  spread  through 

the  colony  that  some  shooting  was  about  to  take  place via  the 

cameras  of  a  film  company  known  as  Triangle  Fine  Arts Now  in 

those  days the  movies  were  a  black  sheep  sort  of  entertainment 

.decidedly  of  a  plebeian  nature and  so  the  Watch  HUl-ites 

who  were  of  the  "upper  crust" but  definitely! thought  it 

pretty  crusty ..that  their  bailiwick  should  be  desecrated  by  movie- 
making  Much  of  the  blue  blood  boiled 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  title  of  the  pix  to  be  shot,  however was  dis- 
arming  Believe  it  or  not it  was  called  "American  Aris- 
tocracy"  which  led  the  blue  bloods  to  believe  that  they  were 

to  be  deservedly  glorified. .. ..  .No  suspicions  crossed  their  minds 

of  the  story's  true  nature 'Twos  a  deft  satire  poking  fun  at 

the  origin  of  U.  S.  industrial  fortunes and  the  aura  of  social 

distinction  which  attends  their  acquisition The  fortune  made 

in  "American  Aristocracy,"  we  remember,  was  the  result  of  the 
invention  of  a  hatpin,  with  a  hump  in  it 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     BLITHELY  the  movie  company  moved  in a  bit  oblivious 

of  the  nose-tilting  gentry Lloyd  In  graham   was  the   director 

Jewel  Carmen  the  feminine  lead and  whatever  prestige  the  venture 

enjoyed was  due  to  the  presence  of  the  piece's  star an  acro- 
batic, bronze-visaged  chap  by  the  name  of  Douglas  Fairbanks He, 

at  least,  had  the  stamp  of  the  "drama" with  the  broad  middle  "a" 

upon  him Further,  he  was  "summering"  at  Watch  Hill 

with  his  wife,  the  former  Beth  Sully and  their  nine-year-old- 
son.  Douglas,  Jr whose  then  roly-poly  appearance brings  to 

him  in  reminiscence a  laugh  as  infectious  as  that  of  his  father 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     IN  truth it  was  the  irresistible  smile  and  laugh 

of  Fairbanks,   Sr which   at   length   shattered   the   heaviest 

armor  of  the  blue  bloods and  before  the  location  shots  were 

long  under  way an  amazing  metamorphosis  had  set  in 

for  strange  as  it  may  sound virtually  the  entire  coterie  of 

"fine  families" became  engaged  in  a  not-too-dignified  war- 
fare  to   appear   without   pay and   often   without   sleep 

as  "extras"  in  the  production Oh!  many  an  ancestor 

turned  over  in  the  grave at  the  spectacle  of  the  Social  Regis- 

ter-ated  and  Who's  Who-ers cavorting  before  the  cam- 
eras!  

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     ONE  of  the  last  to  capitulate was  a  Detroit  automobile 

mogul. . whose  impulsive  daughter volunteered  her  new  coupe 

with  a  special  body  trimmed  in  cane for  a  scene  in  which 

Doug  Fairbanks  was  to  leap  from  his  little  open  grey  Fiat clutch 

the  trans-highway  telephone  wires and  drop  on  top  of  a  pursuing 

car  (the  gal's  shining  coupe) Doug  did  it yes,  and  shattered 

and  scarred  the  top The  irate  auto  mogul  made  up  his  mind  to 

scratch   and  scar  young  Mr.   Fairbanks That  night   they   met   at 

Watch  Hill's  Ocean  House but  Doug  wore  above  his  midnight-blue 

hixedo a  devastating  weapon. a  smile It  hypnotized 

the  auto  baron Thus  fell  the  last  vestige  of  blue  blood  resis- 
tance  

T  ▼  T 

•  •     •     IT  is  this  weapon  which  is  the  happiest  heritage  which 

Doug  has  left  us — a  weapon  which  accounts  largely  for  the 

fact  that  his  passing .brought  the  amazing  relegation  of  news 

of   world   strife .to   a  secondary   position in   the   press 

here  and  abroad the  day  he  died 


PARA.,  WARNERS  FILE 
INTERROGATORIES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

asked  61  which  closely  paralleled 
those  of  Paramount.  In  each  in- 
stance if  the  Government  hasjw  in- 
formation available  at  pres^p,  it 
is  required  to  file  additional  answers 
within  30  days  of  acquiring  the 
knowledge. 

It  was  also  learned  yesterday  that 
Special  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Paul  Williams  had  arrived  in  New 
York  and  will  confer  today  with  at- 
torneys for  the  majors  in  an  ef- 
fort to  agree  on  a  trial  date.  Fed- 
eral Judge  John  C.  Knox  will  be 
informed  tomorrow  as  to  the  result 
of  this  conference. 

Both  Paramount  and  Warners 
asked  for  the  names  of  witnesses 
and  a  description  of  documents, 
charts  and  records  which  prove  di- 
rectly or  by  inference  that  they  have 
conspired  to  monopolize  the  exhibi- 
tion field  and  have  relegated  inde- 
pendents to  an  inferior  position  in 
securing  both  first  and  subsequent- 
runs  for  their  own  theaters.  More- 
over, the  questions  search  the  Gov- 
ernment's evidence  as  to  proof  that 
the  defendants  divided  territories 
among  themselves  and  forced  inde- 
pendent competitors  out  of  business. 

In  the  production  field,  the  inter- 
rogatories seek  specific  instances  and 
names  of  witnesses  as  to  Govern- 
ment contentions  that  independent 
producers  were  forced  to  make  cheap 
pictures  because  of  the  alleged  mo- 
nopoly by  the  defendants  of  high 
salaried  stars  and  personnel. 

On  the  question  of  whether  the 
defendants  have  been  guilty  of  cer- 
tain harsh  selling  practices,  the  in- 
terrogatories ask  for  the  names  of 
exhibitors  affected,  location  of  the- 
aters, season's  product  involved  and 
the  facts  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment relies  to  prove  its  charges. 
These  alleged  harsh  practices  in- 
quired into  are  compulsory  block- 
booking,  forcing  of  shorts  and  news- 
reels,  arbitrary  playdates  and  unrea- 
sonable clearance  and  zoning,  over- 
buying, discriminatory  license  fees 
and  unreasonable  minimum  admis- 
sion  price  requirements. 

The  interrogatories  seek  informa- 
tion on  a  number  of  other  charges, 
including  that  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  Paramount,  with  the  other 
defendants,  consciously  curtailed 
production.  As  to  this  claim,  the 
Government  was  asked  to  identify 
charts  and  books  of  statistics  which 
prove  the  claim. 

Counsel  for  Loew's-M-G-M  and 
20th-Fox,  respectively,  indicated 
yesterday  their  intention  to  serve 
companies'  interrogatories  on  the 
Government  today,  in  connection 
with   the   New  York  equity  action. 

Para.   Pacts  Rathbone 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Para,  has  signed  Ba- 
sil Rathbone  to  a  three-feature  pact; 
first,  "Destiny,"  starts  Jan.  15. 
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AGREE  ON  N.Y.  TRADE 
FORMULA-MAX  COHEN 
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15  and  10  p.c.  There  will  be  no 
forcing  of  shorts,  he  insisted. 
Cohen  Re-named  President 
**^'Aen  was  re-elected  president  of 
New  York  Allied  at  the  state-wide 
meeting  held  here  at  the  Hotel  Stat- 
ler. 

Cohen  said  he  has  assurance  from 
'United  Artists  that  "any  exhibitor 
i  can  buy  any  production  he  wants"  and 
'  that  Warner  Bros.'  policy  is  "elastic 
1  enough  to  fit  that  of  any  individual 
I  exhibitor." 

Other  officers  elected  at  the  morn- 
ing session,  were  Ray  Pashley,  vice- 
president;  Joseph  Rosenzweig,  treas- 
urer;  Thomas   DiLorenzo,   assistant 
!i  treasurer;  Abe  Levy,  secretary;  and 
i  the    following    regional    vice-presi- 
dents:  Irving   Sherman,   New  York 
i  City;     Mitchell     Connery,     Albany; 
i  "Rapp"    Merriman,    Syracuse;    Wil- 
:  Ham  Tischcoff,  Rochester,  and  Her- 
man Lorence,  Buffalo. 

Directors  are  Minna  Rosen,  Max 
.:  Fogel,  B.  N.  Perlman,  Sidney  L. 
f  Grossman,  Frank  Allen,  Abe  Stone, 
i  John  Gardner,  Walter  Neathold  and 
Joseph  G.  Abramson. 

Constitution  Revamped 
In  23  pages,  the  organization  com- 
pletely revamped  its  constitution  and 
by-laws  to  make  operations  more 
i  centralized  and  efficient.  Date  of  the 
ii  fiscal  year  was  made  to  coincide  with 
]  the  calendar  year  and  it  was  decided 
i  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  on  the 
i  first  Wednesday  of  December  in  the 
future.  Those  interested  in  member- 
ship must  file  their  applications  with 
the  regional  unit,  rather  than  with 
the  state  body.  It  was  pointed  out 
[I  that  New  York  City  should  not  have 
to  pass  on  a  prospective  member  in 
Buffalo  and  vice-versa. 

In  the  question  of  dues,  it  was 
|  written  into  by-laws  that  a  man 
owning  more  than  one  theater  must 
.;  join  "for  all  theaters  or  none  at 
.,  all."  The  constitution  now  includes 
,  provisions  for  suspension  or  expul- 
sion from  the  organization,  com- 
plaints of  misconduct  to  be  filed  with 
the  regional  office.  Members,  how- 
ever, will  be  entitled  to  hearings  on 
charges  before  a  conciliatory  board 
and  will  have  the  right  to  appeal  to 
the  parent  body. 

Set  Up  Five  Regionals 
The  organization  will  have  five 
regional  units,  in  New  York,  Albany, 
Syracuse,  Buffalo  and  Rochester, 
each  to  be  presided  over  by  the  reg- 
ional vice-president.  He,  in  turn, 
will  appoint  a  working  secretary 
and  a  "grievance  committee"  will  be 
set  up. 

Neely  Bill  Condemned 
The  group  also  went  on  record  as 
opposed  to  passage  of  the  Neely  Bill 
with  a  vote  of  14  to  4.  The  afternoon 
sessions  were  attended  by  half  a 
dozen  distributor  interests,  among 
them  being  Charles  Harris,  of  the 
Buffalo  Warner  Brothers  exchange. 
"I  believe  Allied  is  filling  a  need 
in  the  industry  that  is  going  to  be 


Minimum  of  400  Prints  at  $1,000  Apiece, 

Metro's  Estimate  for  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 

Minimum   of   400   prints    is    Metro's   estimate   for    "Cone   With    the   Wind."      Prints 
in  Technicolor  will  cost  $1,000  apiece. 

In  all  probability,  shorts  to  accompany  the  feature  will  embrace  two,  one  a  news- 

Twenty-eight   page    art    program,    illustrated    in    full    color,    is    being    published    for 
theater  sale;   it's   priced   at  a   quarter. 


CIO  Turns  Down  Empire 

Request  for  a  Charter 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  CIO  was  going  to  make  no 
further  attempt  to  organize  in  the 
theatrical  field  here,  eliminating  any 
possibility  of  intra-union  organiza- 
tional war. 


Hanson  Reports  Good 

Year  for  His  Circuit 


Toronto — The  second  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Hanson  Theater  Corp. 
held  here  during  the  first  half  of  this 
week  included  a  banquet  at  the  Royal 
York  Hotel,  attended  by  19  theater 
managers  and  35  special  guests. 

Hanson  declared  there  was  noth- 
ing wrong  with  the  picture  industry 
that  showmanship  and  good  man- 
agement could  not  cure.  He  ex- 
pressed gratification  at  the  success 
achieved  by  the  circuit  this  year. 

Other  speakers  were  Paul  Nathan- 
son,  vice-prexy  of  Empire-Universal 
Films;  Miss  Rae  Lewis,  editor  of  the 
Canadian  M.  P.  Digest,  and  Peter 
Barnes,  representing  the  Fotonite 
Corp.  Dick  Main,  supervisor  of  the 
Hanson  theaters,  presided.  H.  T. 
Long,  general  manager,  conducted  a 
business  session,  assisted  by  A.  E. 
Sanderson,  E.  V.  Armstrong  and  G. 
Beeston. 


"Destry"  Bringing  "U" 

Flow  of  New  Customers 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

product  for  the  1939-40  season  and 
the  big  publicity  buildup  it  has  re- 
ceived in  pulling  in  the  holdouts.  It 
has  played  in  about  10  spots  but 
national  release  is  set  for  Dec.  29. 

Aside  from  pictures  currently 
playing,  Universal  has  four  or  five 
other  big  features  to  be  ready  for 
release  before  the  end  of  January. 
They  include:  "Charlie  McCarthy, 
Detective,"  "My  Little  Chickadee," 
with  Mae  West  and  W.  T.  Fields, 
"The  Invisible  Man  Returns"  and 
"Green  Hell." 


CLASSIFYING  COUNCIL 
FOR  MEXICAN  FILMS 


70%  Sales  Policy  Sticks 
for  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
was  indicated  that  the  protests  were 
premature,  inasmuch  as  no  attempts 
have  been  made  to  sell  the  picture 
generally. 


To  Form  Bookers'  Club 

An  informal  gathering  of  a  repre- 
sentative group  of  exchange  and  cir- 
cuit bookers  in  the  Met.  area  was 
held  this  week  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
Bookers  Club  patterned  after  simi- 
lar organizations  in  other  key  cities. 
Next  meeting  will  be  held  Monday 
night  at  the  Lincoln. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

from  the  recent  Government  decree 
making  exhibition  of  native  features 
compulsory.  Council  will  function 
through  a  seven-man  reviewing 
board. 

Completion  of  the  Council  will  in- 
clude five  representatives  each  of 
the  Mexican  Association  of  Motion 
Picture  Producers,  the  Mexican 
Union  of  Motion  Picture  Directors 
and  the  Union  of  Motion  Picture  Stu- 
dio Workers  of  Mexico. 

Each  of  these  three  groups  will 
name  one  to  the  reviewing  board, 
with  personnel  to  be  changed  after 
10  pictures  are  reviewed. 

To  give  the  board  more  weight, 
a  representative  each  of  the  Depar- 
tamento  Autonomo  de  Prensa  y 
Publicidad  (Autonomous  Depart- 
ment of  Press  and  Propaganda),  the 
Departamento  del  Distrito  Federal 
(Department  of  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict), which  controls  the  entertain- 
ment business;  the  Mexico  City  first- 
run  theater  managers,  the  Union  de 
Exhibidores  de  la  Republica  Mexi- 
cana  (Union  of  Exhibitors  of  the 
Mexican  Republic);  will  be  invited 
to  pass  judgement  on  every  picture 
made  locally. 


As  First  Critics  See  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


ASSOCIATED  PRESS:  The  critical  audi- 
ence sat  and  laughed,  wept  and  clenched  its 
collective  hands  in  anger  while  a  cast  of 
superb  actors  gave  superb  performances.  Vivien 
Leigh  carried  one  of  the  most  difficult  roles 
the  screen  has  ever  handed  a  performer  with 
utmost  credit.  Clark  Gable  gave  what  may  be 
the  best  performance  of  his  career. 

UNITED  PRESS:  The  picture  follows 
the  plot  of  the  novel  faithfully  .  .  .  Miss 
Leigh  .  .  .  acquitted  herself  with  a  superb 
job  of  acting  .  .  .  Gable,  who  was  the  unani- 
mous choice  among  movie  fans  for  the  part 
of  Rhett  Butler,  did  not  let  them  down.  The 
rest  of  the  cast  .  .  .  also  was  excellent. 

INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE: 
It's  the  finest  motion  picture  ever  made  .  .  . 
Miss  Mitchell's  famous  book  has  been  brought 
to  the  silver  sheet  intact,  with  all  its  undying 
charm,  romance,  terror  and  courage  of  the 
South  just  before,  during  and  after  the  war 
between  the  States  .  .  .  The  scenes  are  at 
times  breathless  .  .  .  Director  Victor  Fleming 
has  made  film  history. 

LOS  ANGELES  TIMES— For  Vivien  Leigh 
as  Scarlett  and  Clark  Gable  as  Rhett  dis- 
cerning votes  will  be  widely  cast  favorably. 
It  is  hard  to  imagine  two  more  exceptional 
selections.  Gable  is  pluperfect  and  gives  a 
brilliant    performance.       There    may    be    argu- 


FAST! 


ments  about  Miss  Leigh,  but  putting  her  fitness 
and  her  ability  to  the  acid  test,  she  comes 
through  with  an  amazing  interpretation  with 
one  of  those  performances  that  seem  divinely 
inspired  by  the  demands  of  the  occasion. 

LOS  ANGELES  EXAMINER— The  trials 
and  tribulations  of  casting  the  novel  which 
had  become  a  national  problem  are  too  well 
known  to  need  repeating  here,  so  it  is  to 
Selznick  himself  that  the  first  bow  must  go, 
not  only  for  his  daring  in  producing  the  film 
but  for  his  integrity  in  bringing  to  the  screen 
a  great  piece  of   American  writing. 

LOS  ANGELES  HERALD  EXPRESS— 
Hollywood's  greatest  motion  picture  produc- 
tion of  all  time,  one  so  full  of  pent-up  emo- 
tion that  upon  seeing  it  one  feels  like  going 
out  and  having  a  good  cry.  That  is  the  most 
sincere  compliment  I  have  ever  accorded  a 
motion    picture. 

LOS  ANGELES  NEWS— Miss  Mitchell  is 
an  amazingly  gifted  story-teller  but  the  im- 
mense social  background  of  her  biography  is 
somehow  made  more  vivid  and  graphic  on  the 
screen.  It  may  be  that  Victor  Fleming's 
direction  has  intensified  all  the  nostalgia  and 
melodrama  that  Miss  Mitchell  wrote  about 
the  Confederacy;  it  may  be  that  color  has 
heightened    the    dramatic    content. 


U 


When  you  Ship 

Railway  Express 


News  reels,  specials,  shorts,  features, 
equipment,  lobby  displays,  posters,  ex- 
ploitation material— anything,  everything 
—  delivered  directly  at  top-speed  to  thea- 
ters, at  low  economical  Railway  Express 
rates.  No  extra  charge  for  pick-up  and 
delivery  in  all  cities  and  principal  towns. 
$50  insurance  and  double  receipts  all 
without  additional  cost.  Fast  through 
service.  Prompt  deliveries.  Nation-wide 
coverage.  23,000  offices.  Use  this  com- 
plete, high-speed  service  for  everything 
you  need.  To  get  it,  just  phone  your  Rail- 
way Express  agent— a  good  man  to  know. 


an  advantage  to  every  distributor, 
as  well  as  exhibitor,  in  this  terri- 
tory," he  said.  "It  is  a  plan  that 
boasts  a  unity  of  thought  and  con- 
structive ideas." 


Harris'  remarks  pertained  to  the 
exhibitor-distributor  agreement  out- 
lined at  the  morning  sessions  by 
Cohen. 


AIR    EXPRESS! 

—  For  super-speed  use  AIR-EXPRESS 
2500  Miles  Overnight 


railwayAexpress 


Inc. 
NATION-WIDE  RAIl-AIR  SERVICE 
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'NAVICERTS'  TO  SPEED 
U.  S.  PIX  SHIPMENTS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

their  destinations.  The  "Navicerts" 
will  apply  to  film  shipments  to  Bel- 
gium, Spain,  Denmark,  Italy,  The 
Netherlands,  Switzerland,  Finland 
and  all  Scandinavian  countries. 

A  noticeable  pickup  in  film  ship- 
ments to  both  Europe  and  South 
America  has  been  in  evidence  during 
the  last  two  weeks,  Massce  reported. 
European  shipments,  however,  are 
about  25  per  cent  below  normal,  it 
was  said. 


u. 


S.  Majors  Represented 
at  Mex.  Film  Convention 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ficult  position  and  strengthen  the 
financial  structure  of  production, 
distribution  and  exhibition. 

The  conclave  is  said  to  have  the 
direct  interest  of  Mexico's  President 
Lazaro  Cardenas,  and  among  the 
various  representatives  of  filmland 
attending  is  Albert  Pratchett,  gen- 
eral manager  of  Paramount  Films, 
S.A.,  who  is  the  delegate  of  the 
Asociacion  de  Distribuidores  de  Pe- 
liculas  (Distributors  Association), 
made  up  of  the  Mexican  offices  of 
all  U.  S.  major  companies. 


REVIEWS  Of  DEW   flLfllS.MUl)  FAIRBANKS 

FUNERAL  TOMORROW 


"Pocomania" 

with  Nina  Mae  McKinney,  Jack  Carter, 
Ida  James 

Lenwal  Productions  65  Mins. 

COMBINATION  TRAVELOGUE  AND 
STRAIGHT  DRAMATIC  STORY  ACCEPT- 
ABLE FOR  NEGRO  TRADE. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  scenic  back- 
ground offered  by  the  island  of  Jamaica,  the 
producers  have  made  a  combination  trave- 
logue and  straight  dramatic  story.  Picture 
will  probably  do  okay  in  houses  catering 
to  the  Negro  trade  as  Nina  Mae  McKinney, 
Jack  Carter  and  Ida  James  are  favorites 
with  the  colored  audiences.  Picture  has 
a  scanty  plot  and  the  action  is  only  fair. 
Native  voodoo  rites  thrown  in  for  good 
measure.  After  some  typical  travelogue 
shots  of  Jamaica,  the  story  starts.  Ida 
James,  sister  of  Miss  McKinney,  returns 
to  the  island  upon  her  father's  death  to  take 
over  the  plantation  left  her,  which  her 
sister  has  been  running.  There  are  crooked 
foremen,  a  fist  fight  and  other  difficulties 
before  everything  is  straightened  out. 

CAST:  Nina  Mae  McKinnev,  Ida  James, 
Jack  Carter,  Hamtree  Harrington,  Willa 
Mae  Lane,  Emmett  Wallace. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by 
Arthur  Leonard;  Cameraman,  Jay  Rescher; 
Author,  George  Terwilliger;  Editor,  Datlowe. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Spotty. 


AMPA 

presents 

An  Explanation  of 

THE  NEELY  BILL 

How  Its  Passage  Will  Affect 
You  and  Every  Individual  In 
The  Motion  Picture  Industry 

Explainers-in-Chief: 

C.  C.  PETTIJOHN 

DAVE  PALFREYMAN 

LEO  BRECHER 

Don't  Miss  This  History-making  Meeting! 


TODAY  at  12:45 
Stouffer's— 4th  Fl. 
5th  Ave.  near  45th  St. 


Tariff: 

Members — $1.00 
Non-members — $1.25 


"Double  Deal" 

with    Monte    Hawley,   Jeni    Le   Gon 
Argus  Pictures  60  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
ENTERTAINING      GANGSTER      MELO- 
DRAMA    ABLY     DIRECTED     HAS     ALL- 
NEGRO  CAST. 

Here  is  gangster  story,  enacted  by  an 
all-Negro  cast,  and  offering  quite  a  little 
entertainment.  It  has  been  ably  directed 
by  Arthur  Dreifuss.  Among  the  important 
principals  are  Jeni  Le  Gon,  who  in  addition 
to  playing  the  love  interest  opposite  Fred- 
die Jackson,  does  some  clever  singing  and 
dancing.  F.  E.  Miller  of  Miller  and  Lysles, 
and  Florence  O'Brien,  who  furnish  the  com- 
edy, Eddie  Thompson  and  Maceo  Sheffield, 
Shelton  Brooks,  the  song  writer,  sings  his 
newest  number,  "Hole  in  the  Wall."  Jack- 
son and  Thompson,  the  latter,  a  gangster, 
are  rivals  for  Jeni.  Thompson  robs  a  jewelry 
store  and  turns  over  the  loot  to  his  chief, 
Sheffield.  When  Sheffield's  safe  is  robbed 
and  the  jewelry  stolen,  Thompson  places 
the  blame  on  Jackson.  When  Jeni  gives 
damaging  evidence  against  Thompson  to 
Sheffield,  Thompson  slays  Sheffield.  Jack- 
son proves  that  Thompson  committed  the 
robbery  and  murder.  Thompson  is  shot 
down  by  a  policeman. 

CAST:  Monte  Hawley,  Jeni  Le  Gon,  Ed- 
die Thompson,  Florence  O'Brien,  Freddie 
Jackson,  Buck  Woods,  Maceo  Sheffield, 
Charles  Hawkins,  Jack  Clissby,  Tommy 
Southern,  Vernon  McCalla,  Charles  Gordon, 
Arthur  Ray,  F.  E.  Miller  and  Shelton 
Brooks. 

CREDITS:  A  Dixon  R.  Merwin  Produc- 
tion, an  International  Roadshows  Release; 
Director,  Arthur  Dreifuss;  Screenplay,  Ar- 
thus  Hoerl;  Cameraman,  Mack  Stengler, 
ASC;  Additional  dialogue,  F.  R.  Miller; 
Sound,  Glen  Glenn;  Songs  by  Shelton 
Brooks,  Peter  Tinturin  and  Harry  Tobias. 

DIRECTION,  Able.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Okay. 
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J.  Geraghty  and  Clyde  Erickson. 
There  will  be  no  honorary  pallbear- 
ers. Services  will  be  private  wth 
only  relatives  and  close  friend^p.- 
tending. 

The  body  will  be  temporarily  in- 
terred in  a  crypt  in  Forest  Lawn, 
with  a  decision  regarding  permanent 
burial  place  to  be  taken  later. 


N.  Y.  Schenectady  Tele  Net 
Will  Start  in  Mid-January 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Schenectady  has  now  been  set  for 
the  second  week  in  January.  Under 
the  plan  NBC  shows  and  GE  shows 
from  Schenectady  will  be  exchanged. 
It  is  understood  that  GE  will  start 
work  on  its  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  sta- 
tion after  the  Schenectady  outlet  is 
operating. 


All  United  Offices  to  Close 
For  Fairbanks  Funeral 

United  Artists  offices  throughout 
the  world  will  close  at  noon  tomorrow 
out  of  respect  to  Douglas  Fairbanks, 
Sr.,  a  founder  of  the  company,  who 
died  Tuesday  morning.  A  gigantic 
floral  piece  from  the  world-wide  per- 
sonnel of  the  organization  has  been 
sent  for  the  funeral  which  is  to  be 
held  at  2:30  o'clock  tomorrow  at  the 
Wee  Kirk  o'  the  Heather,  Hollywood. 


PARTY  TIME 


Employes  of  Pathe  Newsreel  will 
hold  a  cocktail  party  at  Mon  Paris 
next  Wednesday  afternoon.  Fred 
Ullman  heads  the  committee. 


Some  2,500  Warner  employes  and 
their  children,  grandchildren,  sisters 
and  brothers  will  gather  at  the  com- 
pany's Brooklyn  Vitaphone  studios 
Saturday  to  attend  the  Annual  Kid- 
die Xmas  Party  of  the  Warner  Club. 


Chicago — Warner  Club  has  set  its 
annual  employes'  children's  Christ- 
mas party  for  Dec.  20. 


Aoyama  Rites  Tomorrow 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  for 
Yukio  Aoyama,  51,  proprietor  of  the 
Oriental  Costume  Co.,  and  former 
actor-writer-director,  will  be  held 
tomorrow.  Native  of  Japan,  his 
real  name  was  Masajiro  Kaihatsu. 
His  wife  survives. 


Ruttenberg  on  "Melody" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Joseph  Ruttenberg, 
who  photographed  "Balalaika,"  is 
photographing  the  dance  numbers 
for  "Broadway  Melody  of  1940." 


Albany — Metro  exchange  will  an- 
ticipate Christmas  next  Monday  with 
a  party  to  be  held  at  Kapp's  Res- 
taurant, Rensselaer.  Gene  Vogel 
will  play  Santa  Claus. 


New  Haven  —  The  annual  semi- 
formal  dinner-dance  of  the  Loew- 
Poli  service  staff  club  was  held  at 
Baybrook  Inn  last  night,  with 
Robert  Russell,  manager,  as  m.c. 
Staffs  of  the  College  and  Bijou  have 
been  invited. 


Chicago — Annual  dinner  dance  of 
the  Balaban  &  Katz  Employes  As- 
sociation will  be  held  Tuesday. 


Cincinnati — Warner  Club  will  hold 
its  annual  Christmas  party  Dec.  27 
at  the  Queen  City  Variety  Club. 
Eleanor  Inkrot  is  president. 


New  Haven  —  Columbia  Pictures 
exchange  staff  staged  a  Christmas 
dinner  party  at  the  Seven  Gables 
Inn  last  night.  Tim  O'Toole,  man- 
ager, was  in  charge. 


Chicago — Annual  Christmas  party 
of  the  Bookers'  Club  will  be  held 
Tuesday  at  the  State  Lake  Club 
Rooms. 


We 


Book  valuable 

information    is 

with     theatres 

film    releases, 


E  FIND  the  Year 
for  reference  whenever 
desired  in  connection 
throughout  the  country, 
film  companies7  personnel,  etc.  We  can 
say  without  reservation  that  it  is  a  valu- 
able adjunct  to  any  theatre  man's  office. 

L.  K.  Ansell,  President 
Ansell  Bros.  Theatres 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


YYe  CONSIDER  this  publication  to 
be  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  of  motion 
pictures  and  do  not  see  how  anyone  con- 
nected with  the  industry  can  afford  to  be 
without  it. 

Marcus  A.  Benn 
Benn  Theatres 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


T, 


HERE  is  no  other  source  from  which 
we  can  obtain  the  value  information  con- 
tained in  the  Year  Book  and  we  refer  to 
it  quite  frequently.  I  certainly  would  hate 
to  be  without  it. 

I.  L.  Shields,  City  Manager 
United  Theatres  Enterprises,  Inc. 
Columbus,  Ga. 


That  is  what  three  more  important 
theatre  operators  said  about  the  1939 

FILM  YEAR  BOOK 

THE     1940     EDITION 
NOW     IN     PREPARATION 

will  be  even  bigger  and  better  than  any  pre- 
vious edition  and  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
early  in  January  free  to  all  subscribers  of — 

THE  FILM  DAILY 


1501   BROADWAY 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


T^ 

-'     4    * 


Mf| 


DAILY 


Thursday,  December  14,  j  1 939 


&  .V  REVIEWS  Of  THE  nEUI  FILRIS  >  .V 


"Nick  Carter, 
Master  Detective" 

with    Walter    Pidgeon,     Rita    Johnson, 

Stanley   Ridges 

M-G-M  60  Mins. 

SPY  STORY  HAS  CAPABLE  CAST  AND 
ACTION  TO  MAKE  IT  GOOD  NABE  FARE. 

Plenty  of  pure  hokum  and  action  along 
with  a  fairly  plausible  script  make  this 
new  Metro  release  good  screenfare  for 
the  neighborhood  audiences.  There  is 
sabotage,  murder  and  espionage  all  rolled 
up  into  one  article  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fans  who  like  a  variety  of  action.  Walter 
Pidgeon  is  0.  K.  as  the  detective.  Rita 
Johnson  is  attractive  in  the  only  feminine 
role.  Stanley  Ridges  is  convincing  as  a 
leader  of  the  spy  ring.  Henry  Hull  is  able 
as  an  inventor,  and  Donald  Meek  gets  some 
laughs  as  an  amateur  detective.  Pidgeon 
is  summoned  to  California  to  try  and  ferret 
out  the  mysterious  disappearance  of  blue- 
prints for  new  fighting  planes.  He  flies 
out  on  the  same  plane  as  a  prominent 
inventor,  with  an  attempt  made  to  take 
the  inventor's  plans  en  route.  Action  gets 
faster  at  the  plane  factory  and  the  new 
fighter  the  inventor  has  worked  on  is 
wrecked  in  its  first  test  flight,  deliberately 
sabotaged.  Pidgeon's  investigation  finally 
leads  him  to  Ridges,  the  company  doctor, 
who  has  his  spy  aids  in  the  plant  carry 
out  pictures  of  the  blueprints  that  have 
been  photographed  under  bandages  put  on 
fake  injuries.  Ridges  has  Rita  taken  out 
of  the  plant  and  held  as  his  own  safeguard 
when  he  discovers  the  game  is  up.  Pid- 
geon lets  him  go,  but  trails  him  by  plane 
and  in  a  rousing  finish  the  Coast  Guard, 
etc.,  round  up  the  spy  ring  as  they  try  to 
make  their  getaway  in  a  boat. 

CAST:  Walter  Pidgeon,  Rita  Johnson, 
Henry  Hull,  Stanley  Ridges,  Donald  Meek, 
Addison  Richards,  Henry  Victor,  Milburn 
Stone,  Martin  Kosleck,  Frank  Faylen, 
Sterling  Holloway,  Wally  Maher,  Edgar 
Deering. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Lucien  Hubbard; 
Director,  Jacques  Tourneur;  Screenplay, 
Bertram  Millhauser;  Based  on  a  story  by 
Bertram  Millhauser  and  Harold  Buckley; 
Cameraman,  Charles  Lawton;  Editor,  Elmo 
Vernon. 


DIRECTION,    Good. 
Good. 


PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Durkee  Denies  "Pressure" 

At  Westway  Suit  Trial 

Baltimore — Frank  H.  Durkee  de- 
nied he  had  conspired  or  used 
pressure  to  get  preferential  film 
bookings  for  his  Edgewood  Theater 
at  yesterday's  trial  of  the  Westway 
anti-trust  suit.  He  testified  that 
when  he  heard  the  Westway  was  to 
be  built  he  wrote  to  five  distributors 
and  told  them  he  felt  the  new  house 
was  being  built  in  his  territory  and 
that  he  should  have  "protection"  in 
his  bookings. 

He  followed  Robert  H.  Smeltzer 
who  denied  that  any  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  upon  him  to  release 
pix  to  the  Edgewood  before  being 
made  available  to  the  Westway. 


"Mexican  Spitfire" 

with  Lupe  Velez,  Leon  Errol,  Donald  Woods 

RKO  Radio  67  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

SLAPSTICK  COMEDY  RICH  IN  LAUGHS 
SHOULD  SERVE  WELL  ON  ANY  PRO- 
GRAM. 

This  is  rich  in  laughs  with  Lupe  Velez 
and  Leon  Errol  having  a  field  day.  It  is 
of  the  old  Keystone  comedy  type  and 
winds  up  with  everyone  throwing  cakes  in 
each  other's  faces.  Directed  by  Leslie 
Goodwins,  the  piece  moves  quickly.  The 
picture  is  good  entertainment  and  should 
serve  well  on  any  program.  Joseph  A. 
Fields  and  Charles  E.  Roberts  have  con- 
cocted some  very  funny  situations  from  the 
original  story  by  Fields.  Leon  Errol  is 
swell  in  the  dual  roles  of  Uncle  Matt  and 
Lord  Epping,  and  garners  most  of  the 
laughs,  while  Lupe,  as  the  "Mexican  Spit- 
fire," is  right  at  home  in  a  role  that  has 
been  made  to  order  for  her.  Donald  Woods, 
Linda  Hayes,  Elizabeth  Risdon,  Cecil  Kella- 
way  and  Charles  Coleman  are  very  com- 
oetent  as  the  other  members  in  the  cast. 
Donald  Woods  returns  from  a  trip  to  Mex- 
ico with  Lupe  as  his  bride.  His  aunt, 
Elizabeth  Risdon,  and  his  former  sweet- 
heart, Linda  Hayes,  are  determined  to  break 
ud  the  marriage.  Through  the  crazy  antics 
of  Lupe  and  Errol,  an  important  contract 
between  Woods  and  Lord  Epping  is  not 
signed.  LuDe  and  Errol  feeling  they  were 
the  cause  of  all  the  trouble  decide  to  leave 
town,  and  finally  land  in  Mexico  City. 
They  both  obtain  divorces  from  their 
soouses.  Errol  meets  Lord  Eoping,  and  his 
associate  Cecil  Kel'away,  and  gets  the  con- 
tract signed  for  Woods.  Luoe  and  Errol 
"eturn  to  the  States.  In  the  meantime. 
Woods  has  become  engaged  acain  to  Linda 
and  are  to  be  married  the  following  day. 
Luoe  and  Errol  learn  that  their  Mexican 
divorces  are  illegal,  and  all  ends  well  with 
Woods  and  Lupe  happily  reunited. 

CAST:  LuDe  Velez,  Leon  Errol.  Donald 
Woods,  EMzabeth  Risdon,  Cecil  Kellaway, 
Charles   Coleman. 

CREDITS:  Producer.  Cliff  Reid;  Produc- 
tion Executive,  Lee  Marcus;  Director.  Les- 
,;e  Goodwins;  Author,  Joseoh  A.  Felds: 
S>-reenolay.  Joseoh  A.  Fields,  Charles  E 
Roherts;  Cameraman.  Jack  MarKenzie. 
ASC;  Art  Director.  Van  Nest  Polelase:  As- 
sociate, Albert  D'A^nstino;  Musical  Direc- 
tor, Paul  Sawte'l:  Editor.  Desmond  Mar- 
quette; Sound,  Bailey  Fesler. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very   Good. 


Browarsky  Rites  Held 

Pittsbure-h — Funeral  services  were 
held  Tuesdav  for  Ben  Bmwarskv. 
51,  who  died  in  St.  Francis  Hospital 
here  Sunday  night,  after  a  lingering 
illness.  He  is  survived  bv  his  broth- 
ers, Mark  of  the  Roosevelt  Theater, 
Ike  of  the  Hinoodrome  and  Beaver 
Theaters,  in  this  citv,  and  Harrv  of 
the  Bellevue  and  Linden  Theaters, 
Belleyue,  Pa.,  with  whom  he  was 
associated  in  the  theater  business. 


'Barricade' 


with    Alice    Faye,    Warner    Baxter,    Charles 

Winninger 
20th-Fox  71   Mins. 

BANDITS,  A  SIEGE,  ADVENTURE  AND 
ROMANCE  MAKE  FILM  MOVING  MEL- 
LER. 

Plenty  of  excitement,  adventure  and  ac- 
tion make  "Barricade"  interesting  fare  for 
audiences  generally.  Film  has  suspense 
and  romance,  and  little  has  been  over- 
looked in  the  composite  whole.  Script  has 
a  rapid  pace  in  some  places,  but  it  bogs 
down  slightly  in  others  when  there  is  no 
distinct  action  taking  place  on  the  screen. 
However,  with  a  strong  name  cast  to  put 
it  over  the  film  should  go  well  at  the 
b.  o.  The  cast  is  capable  and  personable, 
with  Warner  Baxter,  a  roving  correspon- 
dent, and  Alice  Faye,  a  stranded  singer, 
adequate  in  the  lead  roles.  A  shining 
characterization  is  contributed  by  Charles 
Winninger  as  a  doughty  U.  S.  consul  in 
China.  Remainder  of  the  cast,  which  in- 
cludes Arthur  Treacher,  Key  Luke  and 
Moroni  Olsen,  is  capable.  Scene  of  the 
action  is  laid  in  China  when  the  warlords 
were  still  fighting  among  themselves  and 
the  Japanese  invasion  had  not  solidified 
the  country.  A  prominent  mandarin  is 
murdered  and  Alice,  the  only  eyewitness 
to  his  death,  flees  the  city.  She  is  dis- 
covered on  a  train  by  Baxter,  who  has 
been  assigned  to  find  her.  They  reach  the 
American  compound  in  a  town  where  the 
train  is  stopped  by  bandits  and  Winninger 
assumes  command  of  the  doings.  Baxter 
double-crosses  Alice  and  wires  a  story 
which  states  she  confessed  killing  the  man- 
darin. They  get  back  to  the  compound 
with  difficulty  when  the  bandits  attack 
and  a  siege  follows.  As  the  bandits  bat- 
ter at  the  gate  Baxter  and  Miss  Faye 
straighten  out  their  misunderstandings  and 
in  a  garrison  finish  the  nationalist  troops 
ride  up  to  save  the  town  and  rout  the 
bandits. 

CAST:  Alice  Faye,  Warner  Baxter,  Charles 
Winninger,  Arthur  Treacher.  Keye  Luke, 
Willie  Fung,  Doris  Lloyd,  Moroni  Olsen. 
Eily  Malyon,  Joan  Carol,  Leonid  Snegoff, 
Philip  Ahn,   Jonathan   Hale,   Harry   Hayden. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Edward 
Kaufman;  Director,  Gregory  Ratoff;  Screen- 
play and  Story,  Granville  Walker,  Camera- 
man,  Karl   Freund;    Editor,    Jack    Dennis. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Light  That  Failed"  Set 
for  Rivoli  on  Dec. 


23 


Para  mount's  "The  Light  That 
Failed"  will  follow  "Destry  Rides 
Again"  at  the  Rivoli  on  Dec.  23. 


Smithton  House  Ready 

Pittsburgh  —  The  new  500-seat 
Smithton  Theater  in  Smithton,  owned 
and  constructed  by  John  Sheppard, 
will  open  tomorrow. 

Mussett  Rites  Held 

Bernardsville,  N.  J. — Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  here  for  Charles 
Mussett,  68,  retired  actor  and  thea- 
ter manager,  who  died  at  his  home. 


"The  Gentleman  from 
Arizona" 

with    J.    Farrell    MacDonald,    Joan    Barclay, 

John  King  ^. 

Monogram-Golden  West  7^>ins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

BEAUTIFULLY  PHOTOGRAPHED  RAC 
ING  STORY  SHOULD  CLICK  AS  PRO- 
GRAM FARE. 

Although  not  very  pretentious,  this  of- 
fering should  prove  pleasing  program 
fare.  It  has  been  very  beautifully  photo- 
graphed in  Cinecolor,  with  the  Arizona  des- 
ert country  and  hills  furnishing  the  back- 
grounds. An  exciting  horserace  is  the 
highlight  of  the  picture.  John  King,  Ruthie 
Reece,  a  youngster,  and  Joan  Barclay  are 
among  the  appealing  members  of  the  cast, 
while  J.  Farrell  MacDonald  does  his  usual 
good  work.  Craig  Reynolds  is  the  heavy, 
with  Johnny  Morris,  Nora  Lane  and  Doc 
Pardee  among  the  other  principals.  Earl 
Haley  directed,  while  John  Boyle  handled 
the  camerawork.  MacDonald  is  worried 
that  he  will  lose  his  ranch,  as  he  has  had 
heavy  racetrack  wager  losses  and  owes  the 
government  much  money  on  his  income  tax. 
Reynolds,  a  wealthy  playboy  and  son  of  an 
old  friend  of  MacDonald,  makes  his  appear- 
ance. MacDonald  believes  he  can  solve 
his  financial  troubles  if  he  can  arrange  a 
marriage  between  his  daughter,  Joan,  and 
Reynolds.  Joan  is  in  love  with  King,  and 
when  she  learns  of  Reynolds'  part  in  having 
Sky  Lancer,  MacDonald's  principal  racer, 
drugged,  she  tells  him  off.  A  surprise  is 
sprung  on  Reynolds  when  MacDonald  sends 
his  other  horse,  Sky  Racer,  against  Rey- 
nolds' Gem,  in  the  big  race.  Sky  Racer 
wins   and   saves   the   MacDonald   ranch. 

CAST:  J.  Farrell  MacDonld,  Joan  Barclay. 
John  King,  Craig  Reynolds,  Ruthie  Reece, 
Johnny  Morris,  Nora  Lane,  Doc  Pardee  and 
Rex,    Jr.,    equine. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Charles  Goetz;  Di- 
rector and  assistant  producer,  Earl  Haley; 
Author,  Earl  Haley;  Screenplay,  Earl  Haley 
and  Jack  O'Donnell;  Cameraman,  John 
Boyle;  Musical  Score,  C.  Bakaleinikoff. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Swell. 


Smith  Suing  Imperial 

Edwin  J.  Smith  filed  suit  yester- 
day in  the  New  York  Supreme  Court 
against  Imperial  Pictures,  Inc.,  for 
$8,457  allegedly  due  as  back  pay. 
Smith,  who  claims  to  be  a  former 
vice-president  of  the  defendant  com- 
pany in  charge  of  distribution, 
claims  this  sum  as  balance  due  for 
the  period  from  Sept.,  1937,  to  June, 
1939. 


STORKS! 


Chicago — A  son  was  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marvin  Lowenthal  of  the 
California,  White  Plains  and  Homan 

theaters. 


Chicago — Al  Leonard,  manager  of 
B  &  K  Coronet  Theater  in  Evanston, 
is  a  father  of  a  new  baby  girl. 
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Ampa  to  Wage  Finish  Fight  on  Neely  Block-Booking  Bill 

MAY  1,1940  AGREED  Wf&  EQUITY  TRJAL  DATE 

Studios  Will  Restrict  New  Players  as  to  Radio  Work 


Contract  Players  to  be  Kept 

Off  Air  Where  Possible, 

Brandt  Asserts 

Philadelphia— Harry  Brandt,  ITOA 
head,  ended  his  tour  of  21  cities  here 
yesterday  by   addressing  a  meeting 
of  100  film  men,  revealing  that  he 
had     assurances    from     the     major 
I  companies     that    no     new     players 
would  be  signed  by  any  studio  un- 
less restricted  as  to  appearances  on 
the  air,  that  contract  players  would 
be  kept  off  the  air  where  possible, 
!  and  that  efforts  were  being  made  to 
'  restrict  appearances  of  free  lancers. 
Radio    stars    appearing    in    pictures 

(.Continued  on  Page  5) 

ATLANTA  THRONGS  SEE 
"GWTW"  BALL,  PARADE 


By  GEORGE  HATCHER 
j  FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
\  Atlanta — Hollywood  notables  join- 
ed several  thousand  Atlantans  and 
a  group  of  distinguished  visitors  here 
last  night  for  one  of  the  most  me- 
morable events  in  this  city's  history 
—the  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  pre- 
miere ball  in  the  City  Auditorium. 

David  O.  Selznick,  producer  of 
"Gone  With  the  Wind,"  which  will 
have  its  world  premiere  showing  at 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Coast  Contempt  Particulars 
Bill  off  U.  S.  Court  Calendar 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Motion  for  a  bill  of 
particulars  asked  by  Fox  West  Coast 
and  the  major  distributors  in  the 
Government's      criminal      contempt 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Settlement  of  Frank  Ford's 
Trust  Suit  Believed  Near 


Chicago — Settlement  of  the  pend- 
ing anti-trust  action  brought  by 
Frank  Ford,  operating  the  Stadium 
theater    at    Evanston,    against    the 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


RKO's  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  Seen 

as  Registering  Sensationally  at  the  B.  O. 

"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,"  as  brought  to  the  screen  by  RKO  Radio, 
inevitably  must  do  these  things:  First,  it  must  register  so  sensationally  at  the 
box-office  as  to  stand  out  as  one  of  the  biggest  money  pictures  of  not  only 
this  but  recent  seasons.  Secondly,  it  must  win  critical  accolades  anew  for  those 
concerned  with  its  production,  and  the  list  is  a  lengthy  one.  Thirdly,  it  must 
add  immeasurably  to  the  motion  picture's  dignity  as  a  fine  art.  (Turn  to 
Page  4  for  full  review,  complete  cast  and  credits). 

— BAHN. 


ROOSEVELT  WILL  HEAD 
INDIE  PRODUCING  UNIT 


Reports  linking  James  Roosevelt 
with  the  formation  of  an  independ- 
ent producing  unit  were  confirmed 
yesterday  when  it  was  announced 
Samuel  Goldwyn  would  make  his 
production  organization  available  to 
Roosevelt  for  close  co-operation  in 
the  new  enterprise. 

The  announcement  was  made  by 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Korda  to  Reveal  1940-41 

Plans  On  Return  in  Feb. 


Announcement  as  to  Alexander 
Korda's  production  plans  for  next 
season  will  be  held  in  abeyance  until 
February  when  the  United  Artists 
English  producer  plans  to  return  to 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


BEN  GOETZ  REPORTED 
RETURNING  TO  METRO 


Ben  Goetz  is  reported  to  have 
signed  a  new  contract  with  M-G-M 
as  head  of  the  company's  British  pro- 
duction unit.  He  is  slated  to  return 
to  England  shortly  after  the  first  of 
the  year. 

Goetz  withdrew  from  Metro  when 
production  activities  were  suspended 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Warner  Bros.  Officers 

Re-elected  by  Directors 

Harry  M.  Warner  was  re-elected 
president  of  Warners  by  the  com- 
pany's board  at  a  meeting  yesterday. 
All  other  officers  were  renamed,  as 
follows : 

Vice-Presidents,     Albert    Warner, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Holding  Neely's  Bill  Destructive, 
Ampa  Will  Name  '  War    Committee 


Suing  Para.  Stockholder 

Would  Examine  Kennedy 

The  New  York  Supreme  Court  will 
be  asked  today  to  direct  Joseph  P. 
Kennedy,  American  ambassador  to 
Great  Britain,  to  testify  before  trial 
in  the  suit  of  Rae  Nasoff,  Paramount 
stockholder,  against  the  company,  its 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


By  a  unanimous  vote,  Ampa  mem- 
bers at  a  luncheon  meeting  yester- 
day determined  to  set  up  a  commit- 
tee on  ways  and  means  of  combat- 
ting the  Neely  bill.  Personnel  will 
be  announced  today  by  President 
Paul  Lazarus,  Jr. 

Action  followed  an  assault  on  the 
measure  by  Charles  C.  Pettijohn,  gen- 
eral counsel  for  MPPDA,  and  also  a 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Submit  Date  to  Judge   Knox 

Today  for  Approval  in 

Secret  Confab 

It  was  announced  late  yester- 
day that  attorneys  for  the  ma- 
jors agreed  mutually  with  the 
Government  that  May  1,  1940, 
is  satisfactory  for  trial  of  the  New 
York  equity  action. 

The  date  will  be  submitted  to  Fed- 
eral Judge  John  C.  Knox  today  for 
his  approval,  and,  if  he  agrees,  the 
date  will  be  formally  incorporated  in 
a  stipulation  to  be  filed  in  Federal 
Court  within  the  next  few  days. 

Today's  conference  on  the  date 
agreed  date  and  the  time  for  an- 
swering the  interrogatories  will  be 
drafted  within  the  next  few  days  and 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 

CONCILIATION  BOARDS 
IN  N.Y,  SEEN  IN  JAN. 


In  the  wake  of  Max  A.  Cohen's  an- 
nouncement that  a  trade  practice 
formula  for  New  York  State  was  in 
the  rffing  came  comments  from  with- 
in both  distributor  and  exhibitor 
ranks  to  the  effect  that  a  Code  for 
one  section  of  the  country  appeared 
imnrobable . 

Cohen,   who    made    his    announce- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Exoect  Referee  to  Permit 
GN  to  Continue  to  Operate 

Adiourned  meeting  of  Grand  Na- 
tional creditors  will  be  held  today 
and  indications  are  that  Peter  B. 
Olney,    referee    in    bankruptcy,    will 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Stanley  Co.  Reports  Year's 
Net  Profit  of  $1,734,562 

Stanley   Co.  of  America, — subsid- 
iary of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc., 
— and    subsidiary   companies   report 
a  net  profit  from  operations  for  the 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 11  11  11       —     l/8 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2%%)    6%       6%       6%  +     Vs 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    15%     15%     15%   -f-     l/8 

Con.     Fm.     Ind 1  1  1  

Con.  Fm.   Ind.  pfd 

East.  Kodak   168'/4  167'/4  167y2   +     Vi 

do    pfd 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 107/g     10%     10%     

Loew's,    Inc 33'/2     33'/s     33'/4     

do    pfd 104       103%  104         

Paramount      7%       iy2       7%     

Paramount    1st    pfd 


Paramount   2nd    pfd..     8% 

Pathe    Film    1034 

RKO     1% 

20th     Century-Fox      .    12V4 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70 

Warner  Bros 3% 

NEW   YORK   BOND 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s4b' 

Loew's    deb.    3'/2s46.102       1 
Para.  Picts.  ev.  3 '/4s47    86 
Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  84 

NEW   YORK    CURB 

Monogram  Picts 1 

Sonotone  Corp 1  y2 

Technicolor    13% 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     3 


8%       87/8  +     l/8 

10y2     10%  —     i/8 

1%    1%   

12        12%     

70        70+2 

3%      3%     

MARKET 

02       102  '.'.'.'.'. 

86        86         

821/i     84  +  li/2 

MARKET 

1  1  

V/2         11/2       

13%     13%  +     % 

2%       3  +     % 


Studio  Painters  Get  Wage  Tilt 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Studio  painters'  union 
has  been  granted  a  15  per  cent  wage 
increase  and  producers  are  said  to 
have  agreed  to  pay  a  five  per  cent 
tilt,  promised  when  the  1937  strike 
was  settled,  retroactive  to  Aug.  14, 
with  the  remaining  10  per  cent  re- 
troactive to  Oct.  25. 
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Miami  Bids  Para.'s  Execs. 

to  "Gulliver"  Festivities 


Miami  —  Premiere  of  "Gulliver's 
Travels"  here  Monday  will  climax 
a  three-day  celebration  in  honor  of 
the  Miami-made  feature  cartoon, 
produced  here  by  Max  Fleischer  for 
Paramount  release.  Governor  Fred 
P.  Cone,  Senators,  Congressmen, 
civic  leaders,  stage  and  radio  per- 
sonalities will  participate  in  the  fes- 
tivities. 

Leadoff  event  takes  place  tomor- 
row with  a  contest  to  select  the 
Princess  of  Lilliput  and  her  six 
ladies  in  waiting.  Contest  will  be 
confined  to  blondes  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  8.  The  print  for  the  Mon- 
day opening  will  be  delivered  by  an 
eight-foot  giant  to  the  Sheridan 
Theater  in  Miami  Beach. 

A  luncheon  in  honor  of  Paramount 
and  Fleischer  studio  officials  will  be 
held  Monday  by  the  City  of  Miami 
and  Chamber  of  Commerce,  with 
Mayor  E.  G.  Sewell  presiding. 

Acceptances  to  the  luncheon  were 
being  awaited  from  Barney  Balaban, 
Stanton  Griffis,  Y.  Frank  Freeman, 
Neil  Agnew,  William  LeBaron,  Leon 
Netter,  Leonard  Goldenson,  Oscar 
Morgan,  Lou  Diamond,  as  well  as 
visiting  celebrities  including  Walter 
Winchell,  Ted  Husing,  Ben  Bernie 
and  others. 


"Hunchback"  Premiere  Draws 
Gala  Crowd  in  Hollywood 

West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  RKO  Radio's  "The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  had  its 
world  premiere  at  the  Hollywood 
Pantages  Theater  last  night  in  a 
manner  befitting  a  multi-million  dol- 
lar production.  All  Hollywood  was 
there  to  see  the  first  screening  of 
the  pix  with  Charles  Laughton  as 
the  deformed  hero  of  the  Victor 
Hugo  classic. 

Among  the  stars  present  were: 
Ginger  Rogers,  Irene  Dunne,  Cary 
Grant,  Anna  Neagle,  Maureen 
O'Hara,  Zorina,  Mickey  Rooney,  Mae 
Murray,  Lucille  Ball,  Richard  Dix, 
Chester  Morris,  Ray  Milland,  May 
Robson  and  Nancy  Kelly  (to  see  boy 
friend  Edmond  O'Brien's  screen  de- 
but). 

Most  of  the  stars'  bosses  were  on 
hand  also.  Among  the  executives 
were  Pandro  S.  Berman,  producer 
of  "Hunchback,"  with  a  party  of  a 
hundred  guests,  Darryl  Zanuck,  Mer- 
vyn  LeRoy,  Jack  Warner,  Joseph  M. 
Schenck,  Harold  Lloyd,  Hal  Roach, 
William  LeBaron,  Harry  Rapf,  just 
to  name  a  few. 


Westway  Trial  Nears  End; 
Arguments  Began  Yesterday 

Baltimore  —  Testimony  in  the 
Westway  anti-trust  suit  trial  here 
was  completed  yesterday  and  final 
arguments  begun. 

Frank  H.  Durkee  testified  that  the 
combined  gross  paid  annually  by 
Baltimore  theaters  to  film  distribu- 
tors and  producers  is  between  $3,- 
500,000  and  $4,000,000,  and  that  for 
all  films  used  at  the  theaters  he  con- 
trols, approximately  $500,000  is  paid 
annually. 


UA  Seasonal  Contracts 
25%  Ahead  in  Chi. 


Area 


Chicago — With  350  new  season 
contracts  signed  to  date  in  the  Chi- 
cago territory,  UA  biz  is  running 
25  per  cent  ahead  of  a  year  ago, 
according  to  Irving  Schlank,  ex- 
change manager. 

RKO  Radio  has  signed  approxi- 
mately the  same  number  of  con- 
tracts, while  Republic  here  has 
closed  more  than  275,  representing 
a  15  per  cent  gain,  according  to 
Irving  Mandel,  branch  manager. 

Peck  Gommersall  of  Universal  re- 
ports contracts  closed,  with  only 
about  25  more  to  be  made  to  assure 
complete  coverage  of  the  Chicago 
market.  Incidentally,  Gommersall 
states  150  exhibs.  already  have 
played  the  "All  Quiet"  reissue. 


"U"  Mid-season  Sales  Confab 
Here  Tomorrow  and  Sunday 

Mid-season  sales  conference  of 
Universal  district  managers  has  been 
called  for  tomorrow  and  Sunday  in 
New  York  by  General  Sales  Man- 
ager William  A.  Scully. 

Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal  pres- 
ident, will  arrive  from  Hollywood  in 
time  for  the  huddles.  Other  home 
office  men  slated  to  attend  are  Frank 
J.  McCarthy,  W.  J.  Heineman,  J.  H. 
Seidelman,  Leo  Abrams  and  F.  T. 
Murray. 

District  managers  include  A.  J. 
O'Keefe,  Los  Angeles;  E.  T.  Gomer- 
sall,  Chicago;  P.  T.  Dana,  Kansas 
City;  H.  D.  Graham,  Atlanta;  Dave 
Miller,  Chicago,  and  A.  J.  Herman, 
New  York. 


com  i  kg  flfio  Goinc 
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SIDNEY  R.  KENT  returns  from  the  Coast  Mon- 
day morning. 

A.  MONTACUE,  Columbia  sales  chieftain,  is 
in    Hollywood   for   a   short   stay   on    business. 

JACK  HIVELY,  RKO  director,  arriv^  here 
today    for    a    vacation.  ^P 

WALTER  HAMPDEN  has  returned  to  New  York 
after  making  his  film  debut  in  "The  Hunch- 
back  of   Notre   Dame"    for   RKO. 

W.  H.  STRAFFORD,  business  agent  of  Local 
666,  IATSE,  in  Chicago,  is  here  to  confer  with 
Charles   Downs. 

CLAIRE  N.  LANG,  designer,  has  arrived  on  the 
Coast  to  make  a  series  of  shorts  in  Cosmocolor 
at    Grand    National. 

DON  AMECHE  is  returning  by  plane  to  Hol- 
lywood from  Panama,  where  he  had  arrived  on 
a  vacation  cruise. 

SALLY  RAND  has  returned  to  Hollywood. 

NAT  WACHSBERCER,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Film  Alliance  of  the  U.  S.. 
and  NORMAN  ELSON,  sales  manager,  arrived  in 
New  York  last  night  from  the  Coast. 

JACK  WARNER.  JR.,  leaves  New  York  short- 
ly to  spend  the  holidays  on  the  Coast  with  his 
family. 

JOSEPH  HUMMEL,  foreign  executive  of  War- 
ners,  is   in   Buenos  Aires. 

FRANK  BORZAGE  is  due  here  from  the  Coast 
around  Christmas. 

JEANNETTE  MacDONALD  leaves  Hollywood 
Feb.    1    for   a   nation-wide   concert  tour. 

STANLEY  HAND,  Altec  staff  representative, 
has  returned  to  New  York  after  a  month's  trip 
through   the  South  and  the  Middle  West. 


KFRC  Picking  Site  for  Tele 
Station  in  San  Francisco 


San  Fancisco  —  KFRC  has  three 
possible  sites  for  its  tele  transmit- 
ter and  studio  under  consideration 
following  the  FCC  examiner's  ap- 
proval of  the  station's  application. 
Probable  choice  is  the  rooftop  of 
the  KFRC-Don  Lee  Building  a  mile 
from  the  city's  center.  Station  will 
be  ready  to  televise  "within  six 
weeks"  from  the  time  the  FCC  gives 
the  "go"  signal,  it  was  said. 


Whelan  to  Direct  Rathbone 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Tim  Whelan,  who 
spent  the  past  five  years  in  England, 
has  been  signed  by  Paramount  to 
direct  Basil  Rathbone  in  "Destiny," 
his  first  starring  vehicle  under  his 
new  Paramount  contract. 


I  am  ready  to  accept  a  secretarial 
position  with  a  reliable  company 
located  in  New  York  where  per- 
sonality, appearance,  experience  and 
ability  counts. 

Excellent  references  upon  request. 


Box    1504 
1501  B'way 


THE   FILM   DAILY 
N.  Y.  C. 


O^  You ..     <■    ^-> 


Christmas  is 
laughing  time! 

'"JUDGE  HARDY 
AND  SON'' 

from  M-G-M 
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ROOSEVELT  W.LL  HEAD 
INDIE  PRODUCING  UNIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Samuel  Goldwyn  Studio  which 
declared  that  it  had  agreed  to  the 
"pr-^*uction  of  a  number  of  pictures 
by  a  independent  producing  unit 
formed  by  James  Roosevelt." 

Releasing  arrangements,  selection 
of  stories,  etc.  will  be  withheld  until 
January.  Roosevelt  will  make  his 
headquarters  at  the  Goldwyn  studio, 
of  which  he  is  president,  in  addition 
to  being  vice-president  of  Samuel 
"  Goldwyn,  Inc. 

There  was  keen  speculation  in  in- 
',  dustry  circles  last  night  as  to  the 
releasing  medium  for  pictures  made 
under  the  Roosevelt  banner.  In  some 
quarters,  it  was  deemed  significant 
that  the  announcement  was  made 
public  in  routine  fashion  by  UA. 
Others  professed  to  see  the  move 
linked  to  Goldwyn  litigation  strategy. 
Whether  Goldwyn  could  or  might 
supervise  Roosevelt  productions  was 
a  point  raised. 

No  clarifying  statement  was  ob- 
tainable last  night. 

Hollywood — James  Roosevelt  last 
night  declined  to  make  any  state- 
ment at  this  time  regarding  any  dis- 
tribution plans  for  the  pictures  his 
independent  producing  company  will 
make,  but  said  he  expected  to  be  in 
a  position  to  do  so  next  month. 

Ben  Goetz  is  Reported 

Returning  to  Metro  Fold 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

because  of  war  conditions.  Since  he 
returned  from  Europe  more  than  a 
month  ago,  Goetz  has  been  recover- 
ing from  an  illness. 

It  is  understood  that  M-G-M  plans 
to  resume  production  in  England 
early  in  1940. 

Settlement  of  Frank  Ford's 
Trust  Suit  Believed  Near 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
majors  was  reported  as  in  the  offing 
last  night. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  be- 
tween Ford's  counsel  and  attorneys 
for  the  defendants  with  a  view  to 
establishing  better  clearance  and  li- 
censing terms,  it  was  learned. 


Best  wishes  from  THE   FILM    DAH.Y 
»o  the  following  on   their  birthdays: 

DECEMBER   15 

Charles  Rosenzweig 

DECEMBER  16 

J.    M.    Kerrigan  Barbara    Kent 

DECEMBER  17 
Arthur    Hoerl  David    Butler 


=  wrrti  PHIL  M.  DALY; 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IF  you  really  believe  in  Santa  Claus and  we  mean 

REALLY  believe  in  him then  there  is  no  doubt  that  you'll  also  be- 
lieve   in  some  of  the  wholly  mythical  things which  the  Neely 

Bill  is  gonna  do  for  us  all particularly  for  Mr.   Exhib Boys!, 

that  ole  joint  "Utopia"  is   just  around  the  corner! 

▼  T  T 

•  •      •     A  swell  collection  oj  the  alleged  Neely  Bill  "blessings" 

gathered   from   time   to   time during   the    hearings    in 

Washington are    herewith    presented Personally,    we'll 

put  our  credence  in  Little  Red  Riding  Hood the  three  Bears 

and  Jack  and  the  Beanstalk But  here  goes— 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  bill  will "enable  the  exhibitor  to  play  nothing  but 

hits" "guarantee  that  every  patron  will  like  every  picture" 

"prevent  the  showing  of  any  pictures  that  are  not  adapted  to  children" 

"compel  all  theaters  to  run  children's  matinees  and  family  nights" 

"stop  the  showing  of  films  that  refer  to  corruption  in  public  office" 

(that  one  sounds  as  though  it  were  concocted  by  some  of  the  totalitarian 

boys   overseas) "compel   the   showing   of   socially   desirable   films" 

(whatever  the  'ell  that  means) "prevent  double  feature  programs" 

(Ha-ha!) "do  away  with  trailers.  Screeno.  Bank  Night,  amateur  con- 
tests and  premiums" 

▼  TV 

0      0      0     SINCE  there's  no  referee  to  stop  the  fight here  are 

a  few  more  haymakers: That  miraculous  Neely  measure  will 

"give  theaters  the  pictures  they  want  at  whatever  prices 

they  are  willing  to  pay" "establish  community  freedom  in 

the  selection  of  motion  picture  films" "compel  the  licensing 

of  choice   theatrical  pictures  in  current  release   for  showing   in 

churches,  schools,  clubs  and  other  non-theatrical  exhibitions" 

"make  the  EXHIBITOR  solely  responsible  for  the  stories  produced 
and  for  the  presentation  of  vice,  crime  and  sex  in  motion  pictures" 

Was  it  you,  dear  reader,  who  threw  in  the  sponge? 

'cause  if  you  didn't we  will! 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

0      0      0     SPARKS from  the  industry  grindstone: We  have 

read   what   John   Steinbeck   said   about   "Of   Mice    and   Men" and 

think  it  would   make   a  swell   trade  paper  ad.   .   .     0  Many   a   heart 

is    beating    like    a    triphammer in    anticipation    of    the    Annua) 

Xmas  Kiddie   Party of   the  Warner  Club to  be   held   to 

morrow  at  2  p.m.  in  the  Vitaphone  studio o'er  in  Brooklyn 

where  1,000  kids  and  same  quantity  of  adults  will  see Santa  arrive 

from  the  North  Pole  via  television.  .  .  0  Most  personable  Barbara 
Holmes former  staff  scenarist  on  "Lone  Ranger"  and  "Green  Hor- 
net" air  shows .and  subsequently  pix  reviewer  for  MPPDA,  under 

aegis  of  the  N.  Y.  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs has  joined  Emer- 
son Yorke.  indie  shorts  producer,  as  secretary  and  script  assistant 

▼  ▼  T 

0      0     0     LOCAL  department  and  other  stores are  fairly 

dripping  with  Xmas  books,  dolls,  novelties  and  sundry  merchandise 

anent   "Pinocchio" in   fact   Pa   Knickerbocker's   realm 

looks  powerfully   like  a  puppet  state!  ...     0  When  Nat 

(Radio  City  Music  Hall)  Karson  makes  his  debut  as  producer  of 

the   oncoming   International   Casino   shows you're    going   to 

see  sump'n 


EQUITY  SUIT  TRIAL 
DATE  SET  FOR  MAY  1 


M    «    « 


»    »    » 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

filed  in  Court.  Williams,  upon  being 
questioned  whether  the  Government 
was  prepared  to  answer  all  questions 
put  to  it  by  the  majors,  stated  that 
he  had  not  studied  them  sufficiently, 
but  that  the  Government  in  all  events 
would  try  to  whittle  them  down. 

Added  interrogatories  were  filed 
yesterday  by  20th-Fox,  Loew's,  and 
National  Theaters  Corp.,  with  Fox 
asking  31  questions,  Loew's  52,  and 
National  Theaters  17.  The  questions 
were  very  similar  to  those  already 
filed  by  the  other  majors  with  the 
exception  of  Universal.  Each  de- 
fendant directed  its  fire  at  charges 
of  monopoly  and  conspiracy  in  the 
three  fields  of  exhibition,  distribu- 
tion and  production.  In  all  cases, 
in  addition  to  the  names  of  witness- 
es, the  government  was  asked  to 
produce  its  documentary  proof  and 
statistical  surveys. 


Korda  to  Reveal  1940-41 

Plans  on  Return  in  Feb. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  U.  S.  Korda  sailed  yesterday  on 
the  Rex  and  on  his  arrival  in  London 
will  supervise  the  completion  of  "The 
Thief  of  Bagdad"  and  will  launch  a 
new  picture,  "Hunting  of  the  U- 
Boat." 

Korda  said  he  hoped  to  map  out 
his  next  season's  schedule,  subject, 
of  course,  to  war  conditions,  during 
the  next  two  months.  He  could  not 
predict  how  many  pictures  would  be 
made  by  him  for  the  1940-41  lineup. 

Basil  Bleck,  Korda's  attorney,  who 
accompanied  him  on  his  visit  here, 
did  not  return  to  England  as  sched- 
uled but  went  back  to  Hollywood  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  Douglas  Fair- 
banks. 


Equity  Names  Committee 
to  Study  Its  4A  Relations 

A  committee  has  been  appointed 
by  Actors  Equity  to  make  a  study 
of  its  relations  with  the  4  A's,  its 
parent  union,  it  was  announced  this 
week.  Although  no  statement  was 
forthcoming  from  either  side  regard- 
ing the  purpose  of  the  committee's 
study,  it  is  believed  that  Equity  feels 
it  is  paying  a  higher  amount  yearly 
to  the  organization  than  is  pro- 
portionate. 


Temple,  Eddy  Duet 
for  Guild  Broadcast 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Making  her  radio  debut 
on  the  Christmas  eve  broadcast  of  the 
Culf  Screen  Guild  Theater,  Shirley  Tem- 
ple will  sing  "Silent  Night"  as  a  duet 
with  Nelson  Eddy,  will  sing  "La-Deo" 
and  "Somewhere  You'll  Find  a  Blue- 
bird" and  will  appear  in  a  radio  version 
of  her  20th-Fox  starrer,  "The  Blue  Bird," 
score  of  which  includes  the  two  latter 
numbers.  Star  will  be  introduced  by 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  20th -Fox  production 
chief.  CBS  will  short  wave  the  pro- 
gram abroad. 


MJIY 
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"The  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame" 

with  Charles  Laughton,  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke, 

Thomas  Mitchell,  Maureen  O'Hara, 

Walter    Hampden 

RKO  Radio  117  Mins. 

COMPELLING  DYNAMIC  ENTERTAIN- 
MENT SHOULD  REGISTER  SENSATION- 
ALLY AT  THE  BOX-OFFICE  AND  ADD 
IMMEASURABLY  TO  SCREEN'S  DIGNITY 
AS  A  FINE  ART. 

"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,"  as 
brought  to  the  screen  by  RKO  Radio,  in- 
evitably must  do  these  things:  First,  it  must 
register  so  sensationally  at  the  box  office 
as  to  stand  out  as  one  of  the  biggest  money 
pictures  of  not  only  this  but  recent  seasons. 
Secondly,  it  must  win  critical  accolades 
anew  for  those  concerned  with  its  produc- 
tion, and  the  list  is  a  lengthy  one.  Thirdly, 
it  must  add  immeasurably  to  the  motion 
picture's  dignity  as  a  fine  art.  Into  the  117 
minutes'  running  time,  Pandro  S.  Berman, 
the  producer;  William  Dieterle,  the  direc- 
tor; Sonya  Levien  who  wrote  the  screen- 
play from  Hugo's  immortal  classic;  Bruno 
Frank,  who  prepared  the  adaptation,  and 
as  brilliant  and  as  well  rounded  a  cast  as 
Hollywood  has  known,  headed  by  Charles 
Laughton  as  Notre  Dame's  deformed  bell 
ringer,  have  packed  those  elements  which 
alone  make  for  compelling,  dynamic  enter- 
tainment. Seldom  has  costume  drama  been 
so  infused  with  suspenseful  dramatic  ac- 
tion; seldom  has  spectacle  been  so  enriched 
with  adventure,  so  fascinatingly  aglow  with 
the  essence  of  romance;  seldom,  important- 
ly, has  a  sense  of  the  climactic  been  so 
finely  manifested;  seldom,  finally,  has  music 
been  more  adroitly  used  as  cinematic  em- 
broidery. Yes,  emphatically,  "The  Hunch- 
back of  Notre  Dame"  will  establish  itself  as 
great  box  office;  it  can't  miss.  And,  again 
importantly,  the  picture  is  an  exploitation 
"natural,"  with  word-of-mouth  certain  to 
serve  with  machine  precision  as  a  mopping 
up  agency.  The  rich  flavor  of  the  Hugo 
original  with  its  play  of  human  passions  has 
been  retained  by  screenwright  and  adaptor; 
where  departures  from  the  novel  occur, 
dramatic  license  has  been  wisely  employed. 
There  will  be  few  indeed  to  quarrel  with 
what  Sonya  Levien  and  Bruno  Frank  have 
achieved.  From  the  production  standpoint, 
Berman,  departing  RKO  studio  chief,  could 
wish  for  no  more  fitting  swan  song.  The 
settings,  many  of  them  vast,  are  magnificent. 
And  William  Dieterle  has  peopled  them  in  a 
fashion  to  stir  bravos.  The  great  Cathedral, 
the  Palace  of  Justice,  the  Sainte  Chapelle 
and  the  Court  of  Miracles,  as  reconstructed, 
vividly  recreate  medieval  Paris.  Against 
this  impressively  picturesque  background 
Dieterle  unhesitatingly  guides  his  players 
with' keen  appreciation  of  dramatic  values, 
ever  carrying  forward  the  action  and  key- 
ing tempo  to  the  particular  needs  of  the 
sequence  at  hand.  Charles  Laughton's 
grasp  upon  the  character  of  the  unhappy 
Quasimodo,  grotesque,  misshapen,  deaf,  al- 
most inarticulate  bell-ringer  of  the  Cathe- 
dral, is  no  less  firm;  it  was  a  tailored-to-fit 
role  despite  the  fact  that  a  century  separ- 
ates novel  and  star.  Laughton's  few  lines 
are  the  more  effective  for  it.  As  Esmeral- 
da, gypsy  dancer  vainly  loved  by  the  hunch- 
back, Maureen  O'Hara  turns  in  a  finely 
tempered  performance  which  should  quick- 


"Days  of  Jesse  James" 

with    Roy    Rogers,   George   "Gabby"    Hayes, 

Donald  Barry 
Republic 


63  Mins. 

WESTERN  SET  IN  JAMES  ERA  HAS 
PLENTY  OF  FAST  ACTION. 

Roy  Rogers  and  his  sidekick,  "Gabby" 
Hayes,  trail  train  robbers  this  time  instead 
of  cattle  rustlers.  Pauline  Moore  is  attrac- 
tive as  the  female  attraction  and  Donald 
Barry  is  okay  as  the  fabulous  Jesse  James. 
Michael  Worth  portrays  Frank  James.  With 
sank  bandits  and  train  robbers  running 
wild  the  bankers'  association  imports  Rogers 
to  track  down  the  James  boys.  With  the 
aid  of  "Gabby"  he  manages  to  get  in  solid 
with  the  James  gang,  and  lives  with  them. 
Learning  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  Jameses 
nad  not  pulled  the  bank  job  of  which  they 
were  accused  he  lets  them  go  and  re- 
turns to  unmask  the  banker  as  the  man 
who  held  up  his  own  bank. 

CAST:  Roy  Rogers,  George  "Gabby" 
Hayes,  Pauline  Moore,  Donald  Barry,  Harry 
Woods,  Wade  Boteier,  Ethel  Wales,  Scotty 
Beckett,  Michael  Worth,  Glenn  Strange, 
Onn  Howland,  Monte  Blue,  Jack  Rockwell, 
Fred  Burns. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer  and  Direc- 
tor, Joseph  Kane;  Screenplay,  Earle  Snell; 
Original  Story,  Jack  Natteford;  Cameraman, 
A.   Lanning;  Editor,  Tony  Martinelli, 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


'Balalaika' 


iy  establish  her  as  a  bright  star  in  Holly- 
wood's own  firmament.  Etched  brilliantly, 
too,  are  the  Frollo  of  Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke, 
the  handsome  Phoebus  of  Alan  Marshal, 
rhe  romantic  Gringoire,  the  poet,  of  Edmond 
O'Brien  and  the  impressive  Archbishop  of 
Walter  Hampden.  And  scarcely  less  effec- 
tive, certainly,  are  the  Clopin  of  Thomas 
M.tchell,  the  human  Louis  XI  of  Harry 
Davenport  and  all  the  others.  Climactic 
moment  piles  upon  climactic  moment  as 
Frollo,  the  King's  High  Justice,  sinisterly 
pursues  the  lovely  gypsy  dancer  until,  final- 
ly, he  is  hurled  to  his  death  from  the 
Cathedral  bell  tower  by  Quasimodo.  For 
tenseness,  the  beggars'  assault  upon  the 
Cathedral  and  that  near-final  sequence 
rarely  have  been  equalled  on  the  screen. 

CAST:  Charles  Laughton,  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke,  Thomas  Mitchell,  Maureen 
O'Hara,  Edmond  O'Brien,  Alan  Marshal, 
Walter  Hampden,  Katharine  Alexander, 
Harry  Davenport,  George  Zucco,  Fritz 
Leiber,  Etienne  Girardot,  Helene  Whitney, 
Minna  Gombell,  Arthur  Hohl,  George  Tobias, 
Rod  La  Rocque,  Spencer  Charters. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Pandro  S.  Berman; 
Director,  William  Dieterle;  from  the  novel 
by  Victor  Hugo;  Screenplay,  Sonya  Levien; 
Adaptor,  Bruno  Frank;  Musical  Adaptor  and 
Composer,  Alfred  Newman;  Cameraman, 
Joseph  H.  August;  Special  Effects,  Vernon 
L.  Walker;  Art  Director,  Van  Nest  Pol- 
glase;  Associate,  Al  Herman;  Dance  Direc- 
tor, Ernst  Matray;  Technical  Advisor,  Louis 
Vandenecker;  Dialogue  Director,  Will  Price; 
Assistant  to  Director,  Peter  Berneis;  As- 
sistant Directors,  Argyle  Nelson  and  Ed- 
ward Killy;  Editors,  William  Hamilton  and 
Robert  Wise. 

DIRECTION,  The  Best.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY,  Outstanding. 


with   Nelson    Eddy,    llona    Massey, 

Charles  Ruggles 

M-G-M  102   Mins. 

LAVISH  MUSICAL  HAS  FINE  TEMPO, 
TUNEFUL  MUSIC  AND  AUDIENCE-PLEAS- 
ING CAST  AND  STORY. 

Tuneful  music,  good  tempo,  a  well  bal- 
anced cast  of  pleasing  players  and  a  lavish 
production  value  have  been  wrapped  up 
under  one  cover  in  this  picture,  and  it  should 
please  audiences  generally  in  a  big  way. 
riim  also  is  a  nostalgic  swan  song  to  the 
Czarist  Russia  that  once  was.  In  llona 
Massey,  "Balalaika"  and  Metro  have  a 
glamour  girl  who  does  not  need  to  take  a 
oack  seat  for  any  of  the  reigning  glamour- 
ites.  She  is  lovely  to  look  at  with  a  figure 
that  is  something  to  see,  her  acting  is  O.K. 
and  her  voice  is  pleasing.  Eddy  is  thorough- 
ly adequate  in  his  role  and  his  splendid 
baritone  voice  has  never  been  used  to  bet- 
ter advantage.  Frank  Morgan  is  amusing 
as  the  maestro  of  the  imperial  ballet  and 
Charles  Ruggles  has  a  juicy  comedy  role  as 
kiddy's  man  Friday.  Lionel  Atwill,  C.  Aubrey 
Smith,  Joyce  Compton,  Dalies  Frantz  and 
Walter  Woolf  King  contribute  fine  support- 
ing roles  and  the  entire  cast  is  above  aver- 
age. Reinhold  Schunzel  turns  in  a  fine 
job  of  direction  with  Lawrence  Weingarten 
giving  the  picture  its  fine  production  value. 
A  swell  job  of  photography  is  turned  in  by 
Joseph  Ruttenberg  and  Karl  Freund.  Pro- 
duction numbers  have  been  well  staged  with 
the  music  rousing  and  soft  in  the  proper 
places.  Eddy,  a  prince  and  Cossack  com- 
mander, arranges  a  meeting  with  llona,  who 
is  a  cabaret  singer  and  daughter  of  a  revo- 
lutionist, after  he  sees  her  for  the  first 
time.  He  disguises  himself  as  a  student 
for  several  reasons.  Their  romance  pro- 
gresses smoothly  until  she  discovers  who 
ne  is  when  he  leads  his  Cossacks  in  break- 
ing up  a  public  demonstration  and  her 
brother  is  killed.  The  war  with  Germany 
starts  and  they  are  parted.  A  neat  fairy 
story  ending  has  been  contrived  when  llona 
shows  up  on  New  Year's  Eve  some  years 
later  in  a  Parisian  restaurant  run  by  Rug- 
gles which  employs  all  the  former  Czarist 
nobles  and  soldiers  around. 

CAST:  Nelson  Eddy,  llona  Massey,  Charles 
Ruggles,  Frank  Morgan,  Joyce  Compton, 
Walter  Woolf  King,  Lionel  Atwill,  C.  Aubrey 
Smith,  Phillip  Terry,  Frederic  Worlock, 
Abner  Biberman,  Arthur  W.  Cernitz,  Ro- 
land Varno,  George  Tobias,  Paul  Sutton, 
Willy  Costello,  Paul  Irving,  Mildred  Shay, 
Alma  Kruger,  Zeffie  Tilbury. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Lawrence  Weingart- 
en; Director,  Reinhold  Schunzel;  Screen- 
play, Leon  Gordon,  Charles  Bennett  and 
Jacques  Deval;  Based  on  a  play  by,  Eric 
Maschwitz,  George  Posford  and  Bernard 
Grun;  Cameramen,  Joseph  Ruttenberg  and 
Karl  Freund;  Editor,  George  Boemler. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Splendid. 


Select  Yiddish  Title 

"Overture  to  Glory"  has  been  se- 
lected as  the  final  title  of  the  new 
Yiddish  musical  starring  Moishe 
Oysher  and  featuring  Helen  Beverly. 
Picture  is  being  edited  for  Broad- 
way  release   next  month. 


"Judge  Hardy  and 
Son" 

with    Lewis    Stone,   Cecilia    Parker,    Mickey 

Rooney,  Fay  Holden  > 

Metro  87%ms. 

(HOLLYWOOD   PREVIEW) 
ONE  OF  THE  BEST  OF  THE  HARDYS: 
SHOULD  CLICK   HANDSOMELY  AT  THE 
BOX-OFFICE. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  offerings  in  the 
"Hardy"  series  and  should  click  handsomely 
at  the  box-office.  Although  it  strikes  a 
more  serious  note  than  its  predecessors,  it 
has  a  full  quota  of  laughs.  It  gives  Mickey 
Rooney  a  chance  to  show  he  can  handle 
dramatic  moments  effectively,  and,  of 
course,  his  opportunities  for  comedy  are 
not  neglected.  Lewis  Stone,  Fay  Holden, 
Cecilia  Parker  and  Sara  Haden  give  their 
usual  excellent  performances,  while  Ann. 
Rutherford  is  still  Mickey's  "girl  friend"— 
although  she  sometimes  doubts  that.  June 
Preisser,  Martha  O'Driscoll  and  Margaret 
Early  are  new  girls  who  attract  Mickey's 
attention,  and  they  perform  capitally.  Henry 
Hull,  Maria  Ouspensakaya  and  Leona  Maricle 
complete  the  very  capable  cast.  George 
B.  Seitz  has  provided  warm  sympathetic 
direction,  while  Carey  Wilson  supplied  a 
tender,  amusing  story  and  screenplay.  The 
critical  illness  of  the  Hardy  mother  (Fay 
Holden)  brings  Stone,  Mickey  and  Cecilia 
closer  together.  In  the  lighter  moments,. 
Mickey  is  worried  by  his  old  "jaloppy"  and 
its  repair  bills  which  give  Mickey  a  head- 
ache. To  get  money,  to  pay  his  debts,  he 
is  determined  to  win  a  $50  prize  for  an 
essay  on  Alexander  Hamilton.  However, 
only  girls  are  eligible  for  the  prize  and  he 
gets  in  deep  water  with  Ann  Rutherford 
when  she  learns  he  has  tried  to  get  Martha 
O'Driscoll  to  read  his  essay  and  give  him 
the  prize  money  if  she  wins.  Of  course, 
in  the  end,  all  complications  are  ironed 
out.  Fay  Holden  recovers  from  pneumonia, 
Stone  and  Mickey  aid  another  family  in 
adjusting  their  troubles  and  Ann  forgives 
Mickey. 

CAST:  Lewis  Stone,  Cecilia  Parker, 
Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Holden,  Ann  Ruther- 
ford, Sara  Haden,  June  Preisser,  Maria  Ous- 
penskaya,  Henry  Hull,  Martha  O'Driscoll, 
Leona  Maricle,  Margaret  Early,  George 
Breakston,  Egon  Brecher,  Edna  Holland 
and   Marie  Blake. 

CREDITS:  Director,  George  B.  Seitz; 
Author,  Carey  Wilson;  based  on  characters 
created  by  Aurania  Rouverol;  Screenplay, 
Carey  Wilson;  Cameraman,  Lester  White; 
Art  Director,  Cedric  Gibbons;  Associate, 
Wade  B.  Rubottom;  Editor,  Ben  Lewis;  Mus- 
ical Score,   David  Snell. 

DIRECTION,  Sympathetic,    PHOTOGRA 
PHY,  Fine. 


Court  Condemns  Bingo 

Camden,  N.  J.  —  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Donges,  in  charging  the  De- 
cember Grand  Jury,  condemned 
Bingo  "and  any  form  of  gambling, 
by  whatever  name  it  is  called."  The 
jurist  instructed  the  jury  to  probe 
any  report  that  reaches  it  of  gambl- 
ing activities. 
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AMPATO  WAGE  FINISH 
FIGHT  ON  NEELY  BILL 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

critical  barrage  by  Leo  Brecher, 
i  prominent  New  York  exhibitor. 
Dai^Palfreyman,  of  MPPDA's  the- 
ater service  department,  analyzed 
the  bill,  and  comment  upon  it  was 
made  by  Judge  Arthur  N.  Sager. 

The  procedure  apparently  envis- 
ioned by  Ampa  is  to  carry  on  an 
intensive. drive  designed  to  acquaint 
all  sections  of  the  film  industry  na- 
tionally, as  well  as  the  public,  with 
the  destructive  nature  of  the  Neely 
i  measure. 

I  Pettijohn's  attack  on  the  bill  was 
prefaced  by  the  statement  that  while 
public  interest  is  lacking  in  the 
measure,  that  there  is  no  excuse  for 
anybody  in  the  industry  not  inform- 
ing himself  closely  aneht  the  bill's 
provisions. 

Pettijohn  Points  to  Record 
He  said  that  (a)  in  a  period  when 
so  many  industries  have  been  under 
fire,  not  a  single  cry  has  been  raised 
that  the  film  industry's  operations 
have  resulted  in  admission  prices 
too  high  for  the  public  to  bear;  (b) 
that  the  achievement  of  the  selling 
system  attacked  by  this  bill  is  that 
it  made  possible  for  pix  so  distrib- 
uted to  be  seen  and  afforded  by  the 
poorest  people  in  the  land;  and  (c) 
that  the  record  proves  that  not  a 
single  religious,  social,  educational 
or  civic  group  has  had  a  valid  com- 
plaint to  make  about  the  functioning 
of  the  film  industry  via  self-regula- 
tion, and  cited  with  reference  to  the 
latter  statement  both  the  Production 
and  Advertising  Codes. 

Characterizing  the  Neely  Bill  as 
"misbranded,  so  artfully  so  that  it 
has  deceived  a  lot  of  people  who 
should  know  better,"  Pettijohn  added 
that  it  is  "nonsense"  to  believe  that 
it  would  effectuate  lower  admission 
prices  or  result  in  better  pictures. 
Under  the.  measure,  pix  could  not, 
he  asserted,  be  distributed  On  a 
wholesale  basis  and  at  wholesale 
prices  without  running  the  risk  of 
a  fine  of  $5,000  and  imprisonment 
for  one  year;  that  the  little  fellow 
in  the  producing  branch  of  our  in- 
dustry ..  "would  be  thrown  to  the 
dogs";  and  that  exhibitors  at  large 
would   be   adversely   affected. 

"Masquerade"  Is  Charged 

He  fl'ajMd  the  bill  as  offering  "pub- 
lic interest"  as  a  motive  for  its  at- 
tack on  the  industry's  trade  prac- 
tices, and  that  the  alleged  public 
interest  masquerades  under  the 
fancy  names  of  "community  selec- 
tion," which,  he  said,  might  better 
be   called   "local   censorship." 

Pettijohn  climaxed  his  attack  with 
a  plea  that  every  member  of  the 
industry  study  and  understand  the 
bill,. and  give  all  aid  in  exposing  it 
to  publie  and  legislators  alike. 

Leo  Brecher  called  the  hill  "fu- 
tile"; asserted  strong  opposition  to 
it  on  grounds  of  its  inability  to  aid 
film  :  availability  >  or-;  assure  better 
quality- .product,-  and-  said  that  no 
one  .can'  agree  on   standard-  pricing 


W.  Pa.  AMPTO  Names  Board  of  Strategy 

for  Campaign  Against  16  mm.  Competition 

Pittsburgh — AMPTO  of  Western  Pennsylvania's  drive  against  16  mm.  competition 
in  this  territory  will  be  directed  by  a  board  of  strategy  comprising  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
unit's  prexy;  Fred  J.  Herrington,  secretary;  William  Walker,  Archie  Fineman  and  Sam 
Fleishman.     Committee  has  been  designated  by  the  board  of  directors. 


WILL  RESTRICT  RADIO 
WORK  OF  NEW  PLAYERS 


Conciliation  Boards  in  N.  Y. 
Seen  by  Next  January 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ment  at  a  state-wide  meeting  of  New 
York  Allied  in  Buffalo  Wednesday, 
went  direct  to  Atlanta  and  could  not 
be  reached  for  further  enlightenment 
on  the  reported  plan  for  conciliation 
boards  in  this  state.  But  it  was 
learned  from  Ed  Souhami,  counsel 
for  the  organization,  that  efforts  will 
be  made  to  put  the  boards  into  opera- 
tion in  January. 

Local  comment  yesterday  indicated 
that  it  was  not  likely  that  the  dis- 
tributors would  participate  in  a  con- 
ciliation program  that  was  not  na- 
tional in  scope,  unless  New  York 
State  would  be  used  as  a  testing 
gi'ound  for  a  nation-wide  plan.  It 
was  said  that  success  of  the  New 
York  plan  might  result  in  similar 
systems  being  put  into  practice  in 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  executive 
said  that  Cohen's  group  would  not 
be  given  concessions  that  were  not 
opeh  to  all  exhibitors,  but  that  the 
plan  for  conciliating  disputes  had 
merit  if  effectively  executed. 

Cohen  is  attending  the  opening  of 
"Gone  With  the  Wind"  in  Atlanta 
and  is  expected  to  make  an  official 
announcement  on  his  proposals  when 
he   returns; 


Stanley  Co.  Reports  Year's 
Net  Profit  of  $1,734,562 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

year  ended  Aug.  26,  1939,  of  $1, 
734,562.76.  Earned  surplus  at  the 
same  date,  including  the  net  operat- 
ing profit  item,  amounted  to  $4,- 
946,790.93. 

Total  assets  were  put  at  $72,988,- 
411.01,  which  comprised  current  as- 
sets of  $675,170.91,  of  which  $508.- 
743.87  was  cash;  investments  in  af- 
filiated companies,  $629,095.42;  fixed 
assets,  including  properties  leased 
and  equipment,  $70,587,741.69;  other 
assets,  $544,693.04;  deferred  charges, 
$433,740.80;  and  goodwill,  $107,960.- 
15. 


Universal  Signs  Boyer 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Universal  has  signed 
Charles  Boyer  to  a  four-year  pact 
calling  for  one  film  annually.  First 
will  be  for  1940-41;  Joe  Pasternak 
will  produce,  Henry  Koster  direct. 


of  pictures,  nor  what  constitutes 
either  taste  or  morals,  both  of  which 
the  bill  presumes  to  legislate. 

Judge  Arthur  Sager  declared  he 
recognized  that  passage  of  the  Neely 
Bill  would  be  "a  severe  blow  to  the 
industry,  and  everyone  in  it,"  and 
urged  filmland 'to  make  a  bitter  fight 
against  it. 


Suing  Para.  Stockholders 

Would  Examine  Kennedy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

officers  and  directors.  The  plaintiff 
states  in  filed  affidavits,  that  Kenn- 
edy, in  1936,  at  the  request  of  Para- 
mount officers  made  an  investigation 
into  Paramount's  affairs  and  sub- 
mitted a  report  allegedly  revealing 
waste  and  mismanagement.  The  ap- 
plication seeks  not  only  the  examina- 
tion of  Kennedy,  but  also  a  copy  of 
his  report  in  an  attempt  to  bear  out 
the  plaintiff's  charges  of  waste  total- 
ing $20,000,000. 


Expect  Referee  to  Permit 
GN  to  Continue  to  Operate 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

authorize  GN  to  continue  to  operate 
under  its  own  power.  Reports  on 
the  proposed  RFC  loan  plus  the  pos- 
sible addition  of  outside  capital  will 
be  made  by  President  E.  W.  Ham- 
mons. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

were  no  concern  of  exhibitors,  he 
said. 

An  anticipated  fireworks  barrage 
from  the  floor  failed  to  come  off, 
although  there  were  plenty  of  Allied 
men  present  at  the  luncheon.  Brandt 
restricted  his  talk  to  his  drive 
against  the  Neely  bill,  his  campaign 
against  radio  stars  appearing  on  the 
air,  and  a  plea  for  arbitration. 

His  one  reference  to  any  personal- 
ity present  was  that  which  concerned 
Pete  Harrison.  Brandt  said  that 
the  reason  the  ITOA  was  rapping 
Warners  was  because  of  its  sales 
policy  not  because,  as  Harrison  in- 
timated, the  company  was  not  adver- 
tising in  the  ITOA  house  organ. 
Brandt  said  that  Warners  had  been 
one   of  the   best   advertisers. 

During  his  one  hour  talk,  Brandt 
covered  ground  already  familiar,  de- 
claring that  the  ITOA  had  no  as- 
piration for  the  formation  of  a  na- 
tional association,  but  that  it  would 
like  to  co-operate  with  all.  He  said 
that  he  had  spoken  in  21  cities 
to  1,300  exhibitors,  of  all  affiliations. 

Two  local  men,  Abe  Sablosky  and 
Lewen  Pizor,  were  appointed  to  co- 
operate with  the  ITOA  radio  drive. 
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MAIN  STREET  LAWYER" 


with 


EDWARD  ELLIS  •  ANITA  LOUISE 

HAROLD  HUBER*  ROBERT  BALDWIN  •  BEVERLY  ROBERTS 

A  Republic  Picture 
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Welles  Defers  "Darkness"; 
Starts  Another  in  January 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  "Unforeseen  techni- 
cal difficulties"  will  cause  Orson 
Welles  to  defer  production  of  "Heart 
of  Darkness"  until  March  and,  ac- 
cordingly, he  will  precede  it  with 
"The  Smiler  with  the  Knife,"  by 
Nicholas  Blake,  the  latter  starting 
at  RKO  early  next  month.  Welles 
will  star,  direct  and  produce.  Adap- 
tation will  have  an  American  in- 
stead of  English  locale. 


Harris  Quits  Detroit  Field 

Detroit — John  H.  Harris,  national 
Variety  Club  president,  is  liquidat- 
ing the  Harris  Amusement  Co. 
(Michigan),  and  withdrawing  from 
the  Family  Theater,  which  his  fam- 
ily has  operated  here  for  over  30 
years.  Edgar  E.  Kirchner,  mana- 
ger since  1910,  and  a  director  and 
stockholder  for  many  years,  is  form- 
ing the  Family  Theater  Co.,  to  take 
over  the  historic  house,  in  partner- 
ship with  the  Kanter  Estate  which 
owns  the  property. 


* 

Outstanding  in  the 

History  of  Motion  Picture 

Trade  Paper  Publishing 


TWENTY-FIVE  years  of  publishing 
progress  will  be  celebrated  by 
"Greater  Amusements"  with  its  issue  of  De- 
cember 22.  This  Silver  Anniversary  edition, 
which  industry  leaders  are  dedicating  to 
Publisher  T.  E.  Mortensen,  will  be  unique 
in  industry  history,  celebrating  a  quarter  of 
a  century  of  the  publication's  development 
under  his  ownership  and  direction. 

No  other  exclusively  motion 
picture  trade  paper  ever  had  an 
unbroken  record  of  25  years  under 
the  same  ownership  and  manage- 
ment. 

Plans  now  being  completed  sasure  that 
this  Dec.  22  issue  will  be  outstanding  in  the 
history  of  motion  picture  trade  publication, 
with  special  features  and  illustrations  mark- 
ing a  new  high. 

Your  co-operation  in  making  this  issue  a 
deserved  success  is  invited. 

Forms   Close   D  e  c  e  mber    19th 


See,  Then  Hear 

Antigo,  Wis. — The  Home  Theater  here 
offers  stage  entertainment  Saturday 
afternoons  from  1  to  2  with  the  trans- 
scription  of  the  entertainment  aired 
over  the  radio  the  same  afternoon  at 
4  o'clock.  The  house  invites  theater 
fans  to  see  the  show  and  hear  it  on 
the  radio  when  they  get  home. 


Warner  Bros.  Officers 

Re-elected  by  Directors 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jack  L.  Warner,  Sam  E.  Morris, 
Herman  Starr,  Stanleigh  P.  Fried- 
man, Joseph  H.  Hazen;  treasurer, 
Albert  Warner;  assistant  treasurers, 
Samuel  Carlisle,  W.  Stewart  McDon- 
ald, Cyril  H.  Wilder;  secretary  and 
and  general  counsel,  Robert  W.  Perk- 
ins; assistant  secretaries,  Harold  S. 
Bareford,  Edward  K.  Hessberg,  Roy 
Obringer,  Herbert  Freston;  control- 
ler, Samuel  Carlisle;  auditor,  Thom- 
as J.  Martin. 


Last  Three  Wurtzel  Pix 

Will  Start  in  February 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Nine  pictures,  two  to 
start  in  December,  four  in  January 
and  three  in  February,  will  complete 
the  1939-40  production  program  for 
Sol  M.  Wurtzel's  unit  at  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox. Wurtzel  will  divide  su- 
pervision duties  with  Associate  Pro- 
ducer John  Stone. 

Second  untitled  Hotel  for  Women 
pix  started  yesterday;  second  un- 
titled Cisco  Kid  film  starts  Monday. 
"Marriage  in  Transit"  and  "Charlie 
Chan's  Oriental  Cruise"  start  Jan.  3, 
and  "Earthbound"  and  "Sweetheart 
of  Turret  One"  on  Jan.  15.  Febru- 
ary's program  includes  the  fourth 
Jones  Family  and  third  Cisco  Kid 
and  Hotel  for  Women  subjects. 

Goodstein  Enters  Denver 

With  Two  Film  Houses 


Denver — J.  J.  Goodstein,  who  has 
operated  theaters  in  the  Denver  ter- 
ritory for  years,  is  entering  Denver 
via  two  theaters.  He  plans  to  build 
a  $100,000,  1,000-seat  stadium-type 
house  on  East  Colfax,  starting  build- 
ing operations  as  soon  as  the  weath- 
er permits  in  the  Spring.  Since  he 
owns  the  whole  block  he  will  use  the 
balance  for  parking.  Goodstein  has 
leased  the  Bideawee  on  West  Colfax 
for  10  years  and  is  at  present  spend- 
ing $10,000  on  a  remodeling  job,  and 
expects  to  reopen  about  Christmas. 

Fox  Drops  Houses,  Invites 

Opposition  In  3  Cities 

Denver — Dropping  of  theaters  it 
has  had  under  lease  is  the  cause  of 
Fcx  getting  competition  in  three 
cities  in  the  Denver  area  in  which 
it  has  been  exclusive  for  years.  Ed 
Mapel  took  over  the  State  at  North 
Platte,  and  plans  to  reopen  a  house 
in  Walsenberg  by  Christmas.  N.  S. 
Sewaya  has  taken  over  the  Strand 
at  Trinidad  and  will  likewise  open 
about  Christmas.  Jack  Allender  is 
already  operating  a  theater  in  Trini- 
dad. 


ATLANTA  THRONGS  SEE 

"GWTW"  BALL,  PARADE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Loew's  Grand  theater  here  tonight, 
headed  the  list  of  Hollywood  vrofeb- 
rities.  W  ) 

The  galaxy  of  film  stars  attend- 
ing included  Clark  Gable,  Carole 
Lombard,  Vivien  Leigh,  Olivia  de 
Havilland,  Ann  Rutherford,  Ona 
Munson,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Claudette 
Colbert,  Laurence  Olivier,  and  Laura 
Hope  Crews.  They  were  introduced 
individually  and  were  widely  ac- 
claimed. 

"Professor"  Kay  Kyser  and  his 
band  provided  the  music.  Kyser 
brought  this  ork  here  "for  expenses 
only"  since  all  proceeds  went  to 
charity.  The  ball  was  sponsored  by 
the  Women's  Junior  League  of  At- 
lanta. 

More  than  5,000  gathered  at  the 
municipal  airport  late  yesterday  af- 
ternoon to  welcome  Clark  Gable  and 
Miss  Lombard.  Shortly  after  ar- 
riving, they  joined  the  other  stars, 
Selznick  and  a  group  of  Selznick  In- 
ternational and  M-G-M  executives  in 
a  gigantic  parade  up  famous  old 
Peachtree  St.  Thousands  lined  the 
thoroughfore  for  more  than  four 
miles  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  celeb- 
rities. 

The  city's  merchants  participated 
in  the  welcome  by  decorating  their 
store  windows  and  the  streets. 

At  a  press  conference  early  last 
;»ht,  Selznick  stated  that  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  a  three-hour  and 
50  minute  show,  will  not  be  cut  for 
at  least  a  year.  It  was  learned  that 
Selznick  might  agree  to  a  running 
time  of  150  minutes  in  1941.  He 
revealed  that  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
was  originally  planned  for  an  en- 
larged screen  but  that  the  idea  was 
abandoned  "because  we  were  quick 
to  realize  that  such  an  undertaking 
vould  require  special  equipment  for 
numerous  theater  owners  and  would 
therefore  be  highly  impractical." 

Victor  Fleming,  director  of  the 
picture,  who  had  planned  to  come 
here  for  the  premiere,  remained  in 
California  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,  it  was  an- 
nounced. 


Coast  Contempt  Particulars 
Bill  off  U.  S.  Court  Calendar 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

charge,  was  taken  off  the  calendar 
of  the  U.  S.  District  Court  yesterday 
because  of  the  congestion  of  the 
calendar. 


'Balalaika'*  Over  Big 

M-G-M's  "Balalaika"  premiered 
yesterday  at  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall,  and  shortly  before  closing 
time  last  night  the  management  as- 
serted that  the  film  had  enjoyed  ca- 
pacity business  throughout  the  af- 
ternoon and  evening  shows,  giving 
the  house  the  largest  pre-Christmas 
business  in  several  years,  and  one 
of  the  biggest  in  Music  Hall  history. 


-"■ 


An    Important 

Producer   Speaks! 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  many  times  dur- 
ing the  year  I  use  the  Year  Book  and 
how  invaluable  it  is  to  a  producer. 

David  O.  Selznick 

Selznick  International  Pictures 

Culver  City,  California 

What  Mr.  Selznick  says  about  the  FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK 
is,  in  sum  and  substance,  what  everyone  in  production  thinks  of 
this  important  volume. 

FILM  YEAR  BOOK 

THE     1940     EDITION 
NOW     IN     PREPARATION 

will  be  even  bigger  and  better  than  any  pre- 
vious edition  and  will  be  ready  for  distribution 
early  in  January  free  to  all  subscribers  of — 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501  BROADWAY  NEW  YORK  CITY 

CALIFORNIA    OFFICE— 6425    HOLLYWOOD     BOULEVARD,      HOLLYWOOD,     CALIFORNIA 
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"Cowboy 
Quarterback" 

with    Bert    Wheeler,    Marie   Wilson,    Gloria 

Dickson 
Warners  56  Mins. 

FOOTBALL  YARN  WITH  PLENTY  OF 
LAUGHS  IS  0.  K.  AS  PROGRAMMER  FOR 
NABES. 

There  are  sufficient  laughs  and  gag  situa- 
tions in  this  football  yarn  to  make  film 
okay  as  program  offering  in  nabe  houses. 
Bert  Wheeler  is  as  amusing  as  he  is  ex- 
pected to  be,  and  he  has  a  capable  sup- 
porting cast  with  two  attractive  females, 
Marie  Wilson  and  Gloria  Dickson,  to  spruce 
the  picture  up.  Noel  Smith  directed  from 
a  script  by  Fred  Niblo  Jr.  Wheeler,  a 
broken  field  runner  of  legendary  prowess 
is  picked  up  by  a  scout  from  a  Chicago 
pro  football  team.  However,  he  won't 
leave  his  home  town  in  the  cow  country 
unless  Marie  Wilson  who  is  his  sweetheart 
will  go  with  him.  He  persuades  her  to 
accompany  him  to  Chicago  and  is  a  sen- 
sation with  the  football  team,  but  Marie 
gets  shipped  home  because  she  raises  cain 
with  the  team's  routine.  The  team's  man- 
agement decides  he  needs  another  gal  to 
be  interested  in  and  throws  Gloria  at  him, 
but  he  gets  mixed  up  with  professional 
gamblers  and  his  football  goes  all  to  pieces. 
There  is  a  fast  climax,  the  team  wins  and 
Wheeler  gets  Marie  back  again. 

CAST:  Bert  Wheeler,  Marie  Wilson,  Glo- 
ria Dickson,  DeWolf  Hopper,  William  Dem- 
arest,  Eddie  Foy  Jr.,  William  Gould,  Charles 
Wilson,  Frederic  Tozere,  John  Harron,  John 
Ridgeley,  Eddie  Acuff,  Clem  Bevans,  Sol 
Gorss,   Don  Turner. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Warners;  Direc- 
tor, Noel  Smith;  Based  on  a  play  by  Ring 
Lardner  and  George  M.  Cohan;  Cameraman, 
Ted   McCord;   Editor,   Doug   Gould. 

DIRECTION,    O.    K.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 


Xmas  Luncheon  Next  Friday 
for  Loew,  M-G-M  Employes 

Employes  of  Loew's  and  M-G-M 
home  office  and  exchange  will  at- 
tend a  special  Christmas  luncheon 
in  the  Hotel  Astor  next  Friday  which 
will  be  a  half -holiday  for  the  staffs. 
Offices  will  close  at  12:30. 

Committee  members  in  charge  of 
the  event  are:  Oscar  Doob,  general 
chairman;  Edward  R.  Suesse.  Vir- 
ginia E.  Aaron,  Len  Cohen,  Marvin 
Schenck,  Eugene  Picker,  Leonard 
Pollack,  Pat  Stewart,  Matie  Ham- 
merstein,  Miss  Rose  Klein,  Irving 
Helfont,  William  Melniker,  Felicia 
Lamport,  Florence  Litt,  Dorothy 
Quimby,  Perry  Charles,  Buddv  Mar- 
kus,  Ernest  Emerling,  Anna  D.  Ell- 
mer,  Arthur  Schmidt,  Eddie  Dowden, 
Dan  Harris,  Ernest  Morrell.  M.  D. 
O'Brien,  Sidney  Pierpont,  Frances 
Bloom,  Leo  Cohen,  Miss  Marshall 
and  Harry  Bernstein. 

"St.  Patrick"  Featurette 

American  distribution  rights  to 
the  three-reel  featurette,  "In  the 
Steps  of  St.  Patrick,"  has  been  ac- 
quired by  Guaranteed  Pictures.  Pix 
was  produced  in  Ireland  by  Richard 
Hayward. 


'Lo  Squadrone 
Bianco" 

(The   White   Squadron) 

with    Antonio    Centa,    Fosco    Giachetti 
Esperia   Films  102  Mins. 

STRONG  STORY  WITH  CAST  OF 
ITALIAN  FAVORITES  IS  SMOOTHLY 
DIRECTED. 

Filmed  against  a  background  of  the 
Libyan  desert,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a  more  realistic  and  authentic  desert  film. 
The  story  has  plenty  of  drama,  it  has  been 
told  simply,  directly  and  effectively  and 
the  cast  is  fine.  Augusto  Genina  does  a 
smooth  job  of  direction.  Antonio  Centa, 
Fosco  Giachetti  and  Fulvia  Lanzi  head  the 
cast.  Centa,  an  army  officer,  gets  himself 
transferred  to  a  Libyan  post  when  his 
romance  with  Miss  Lanzi,  a  society  girl, 
goes  on  the  rocks.  Centa  is  looked  upon 
as  a  weakling  by  Giachetti,  the  hard-boiled 
commander  of  the  troops,  but  after  a 
bitter  campaign  against  a  rebel  tribe  Centa 
proves  his  true  worth  and  returns  as  com- 
mander when  G'achetti  is  mortally  wounded. 
His  erstwhile  lady  love  arrives  to  try  and 
lure  him  back  to  Rome,  but  his  mind  is 
made  up  to  stay   in  Africa  with   the   army. 

CAST:  Antonio  Centa.  Fosco  G;achetti, 
Fulvia  Lanzi,  Francesca  Dalpe.  Guido  Cel- 
ano,  Olinto  Cristina,  Cesare  Polacco,  Mo- 
hamed  ben  Mabruk. 

CREDITS:  ENIC  Production;  Director, 
Augusto  Genina.  Presented  at  the  Cne- 
citta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue  and  no 
English    tit'es. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good.  _____ 

"II  Dottor  Antonio" 

(Doctor  Antonio) 

with    Ennio    Cerlesi,    Maria    Gamharelli 
Itala  FMms  103  M:ns. 

DRAMATIC  STO"Y  0*  IOVR  AND  RE- 
VOLT HAS  POPULAR  ITALIAN  PLAYERS 
IN    CAST. 

The  pooular  semi-historical  novel  by 
Giovanni  Ruffini  which  deals  with  a  re- 
volt in  the  davs  of  Ferdinand  II  has  been 
made  into  an  interesting  and  entertaining 
*ilm  in  this  new  Italian  release.  Picture 
*"s  no  English  titles,  limiting  scooe  of  ex- 
hibition. M^ria  Gambarelli  and  Ennio  Cer- 
'esi.  two  of  the  most  pooular  and  polished 
Italian  actors  on  the  screen,  head  a  well 
balanced  cast.  F'lm  is  a  oretentious  pro- 
duction and  has  been  handsomely  staged 
and  Dhotograohed.  Cerlesi.  a  revolution- 
ary leader,  meets  Maria,  daughter  of  an 
Fnelishman.  Their  romance  is  headed  for 
the  rorks  on  a  number  of  occasions,  but 
everything  ends  well  and  thev  sail  awav 
together  after  Cerlesi  is  extricated  from 
or!"*  with  Maria's  help. 

CAST:  Ennio  C°r'esi.  Maria  Gambarelli, 
Lambetto  Picasso.  Tina  Z»chhi,  Mino  Dnro. 
Marsherita  B'srni.  A.  Je  G'ovanni,  R.  Costa, 
L.   P-«°<=i    V.  Sofia.  C'audio  Ermelli. 

CREDITS:  Msn^erfUm  Production;  Di- 
rector. Enrico  Gauzznni.  Presented  at  the 
C:ne  Roma  with  Italian  dialogue  and  no 
En""^    *;f'es. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"The  Devil  Is  An 
Empress" 

with  Conrad  Veidt,  Francoise  Rosay 
Columbia  70   Mins. 

HISTORICAL  STORY  OF  POLES'  STRUG- 
GLE FOR  FREEDOM  MAKES  INTEREST- 
ING FILM. 

Although  the  story  involved  is  somewhat 
ironic  at  the  present  time  as  it  tells  of 
the  young  Poles'  struggle  for  freedom  from 
Russian  domination  in  the  days  of  Catherine 
II,  the  film  has  been  made  thoroughly  in- 
teresting screenfare.  An  expert  cast  does 
full  justice  to  the  roles  portrayed,  and  the 
film  has  been  produced  expertly  both  from 
a  pictorial  and  histrionic  standpoint.  Fran- 
coise Rosay  as  the  empress  is  superb,  and 
Conrad  Veidt  is  equally  fine  as  an  Aus- 
trian nobleman.  Excellent  supporting  char- 
acterizations are  contributed  by  Micheline 
Francey,  Edmonde  Guy  and  Paul  Gambo. 
Unusual  quality  of  the  story  lifts  it  out  of 
the  historical  film  class  and  gives  it  that 
added  something  which  makes  it  first  rate 
entertainment.  There  are  plots,  counter- 
plots and  escapes  from  Catherine's  justice 
subtly  engineered  during  the  picture,  with 
a  climactic  finish  brought  about  by  the 
escape  of  a  young  Pole  in  a  dummy  created 
by  Veidt. 

CAST:  Conrad  Veidt,  Francoise  Rosay, 
Micheline  Francey,  Edmonde  Guy,  Bernard 
Lancret,  Paul  Gambo,  Gaston  Modot,  Jac- 
ques Gretillat,  Temerson,  Delphin. 

CREDITS:  Vega  Films  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Jean  Dreville.  Presented  at  the  Bel- 
mont Theater  with  French  dialogue  and 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Vi  Tvaa" 

(We  Two) 

with  Sture  Lagerwall,  Signe  Hasso 

Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures  85  Mins. 

DRAMATIC  STORY  WITH  TRIANGLE 
THEME  THOUGHTFULLY  DONE  WITH 
FINE  CAST. 

The  story  of  the  married  man:  who  falls 
in  love  with  another  man's  wife  is  certainly 
not  new,  but  as  it  is  presented  in  this  new 
Swedish  film  it  is  bright  and  refreshing. 
In  addition  to  the  thoughtful  treatment 
given  the  story,  a  fine  cast  gives  deft  char- 
acterizations. Sigurd  Bauman  has  directed 
the  film  with  a  sensitive  touch  that  makes 
the  characters  and  story  plausible  and  human 
at  all  times.  Sture  Lagerwall  is  fine  as 
the  young  married  architect  who  falls  in 
love  with  another  man's  wife.  Signe  Hasso 
is  an  attractive,  capable  and  bright  addition, 
her  performance  marking  her  as  one  of  the 
rising  Scandinavian  stars.  Lagerwall  walks 
out  of  his  job  in  an  architectural  firm  for 
several  reasons,  and  with  the  support  of 
Signe,  his  wife.  He  gets  a  break  with  a 
friend  who  has  a  big  job  under  way,  but 
becomes  entangled  with  the  friend's  wife. 
Unusual   twist   provides   the   solution. 

CAST:  Sture  Lagerwall,  Signe  Hasso,  Stig 
Jarrel,  llse-Nore  Tromm,  Gosta  Cederlund, 
Carl  Barcklind,  Torsten  Hillberg. 

CREDITS:  Terrafilm  Production;  Director, 
S:gurd  Bauman.  Presented  at  the  48th  St. 
Theater  with  Swedish  dialogue  and  English 
titles. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Chile"  m 

(Color  Cruise  K9-3) 
Paramount  10  Mins 

Colorful  Reel 

Scenes  and  camera  angles  are  ex- 
pertly chosen  to  portray  the  beau- 
ties of  the  Republic  of  Chile,  and 
the  fact  that  the  footage  is  in  Cine- 
color  adds  luster.  Santiago,  with  its 
colorful  architectural  features,  the 
inhabitant's  mode  of  dress,  and  the 
impressive  Jockey  Club,  is  portrayed, 
as  is  the  attractive  seaport  of  Val- 
paraiso. But  the  really  eye-filling 
sequences  are  those  which  are  con- 
cerned with  the  glories  of  the  re- 
nowned lake  region  of  Chile,  whose 
sapphire  waters  are  flanked  by  the 
snow-capped  peaks  of  the  Southern 
section  of  the  Andean  range.  Any 
filmgoer  will  delight  in  the  content 
of  this  reel,  for  it's  vicarious  travel- 
ing at  its  best. 


"With  These  Weapons" 
American  Social  Hygiene  Association 

20  mins. 
Scientific  War  On  Social  Diseases 

Produced  by  Willard  Pictures' for 
the  American  Social  Hygiene  Asso- 
ciation, this  short  tells  the  history 
of  the  most  destructive  of  all  social 
diseases,  syphilis,  and  shows  what 
is  being  done  to  fight  it.  Picture 
is  being  distributed  to  all  schools, 
colleges,  women's  clubs,  social  hy- 
giene societies,  state  and  l<j»cal 
health  departments,  churches  and 
other  organizations.  Featured:  in 
the  film  are  micro-photographs  of 
disease  germs  and  how  they  spread. 
Picture  also  devotes  considerable 
footage  to  work  done  by  Fritz 
Schaudinn,  discoverer  of  the  syphilis 
germ,  Wasserman  and  Paul  Ehrlich. 


"The  Silly  Season" 

(Lew  Lehr's  Dribble-Puss  Parade) 

20th-Fox  10  mins. 

Fairly  Amusing 

The  irrepressible  Mr.  Lehr  pokes 
fun  at  the  annual  brain  storms  of 
press  agents  throughout  the  coun- 
try trying  to  lure  trade  to  their  re- 
spective resorts  in  this  short.  Lehr's 
commentary  is  as  amusing  as  the 
material  permits.  A  procession  of 
bathing  beauties  and  what-nots  pass 
through  the  reel. 


Yusen  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
day for  Henry  Yusen,  52,  brother- 
in-law  and  associate  of  William 
Brandt,  who  died  yesterday  in  Beth 
Israel  Hospital.  Yusen  was  man- 
ager of  the  Bay  side'  Theater  and 
lived  in  Great  Neck.  Services  will 
be  held  at  the  Riverside  Memorial 
Chapel  at  1:30  P.M.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Gertrude,  and  two  chil- 
dren. 


Hi 


t 

"-,      1     1        1  i            '      M 

M 

lJ        P       Jr        13 

? 

>     vy      ^  ^  t  h 

N 

'f      c 

MI'S 


S  T 


N 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 


FILE  COPY 

DO  NOT  REMOVE 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Now  Twenty-One  Years  Old 


.  VfTL  76.  NO.  118 


NEW  YORK,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  18,  1939 


TEN  CENTS 


Decision  on  RKO's  Underwriting  Agreement  is  Reserved 

"PRE-TRJAL"  TO  SPEEDJjjyiTY  SUIT  DISPOSITION 

New  Finances  for  GN  From  Three  Sources  in  Prospect 


THEWCtr  IN 
REVIEW 

Equity  Trial  May  1 


=  By  L.  H.  MITCHELL  == 
LITIGATION:  D  of  J  and  majors' 
counsel  reached  agreement  on  May 
1,  1940  as  trial  date  for  Gov't's 
equity  suit.  Paramount,  Warners, 
20th  Century-Fox,  Loew's  and  Na- 
tional Theaters  filed  interrogatories 
for  Gov't  to  answer. 

*  *         * 

RKO  FINANCING:  Stirn's  new 
attack  on  RKO  reorg.  was  seen  as 
possibly  deferring  Atlas  financing 
plan,  but  Atlas  later  proposed  a  price 
of  $3  for  RKO  common  stock  flota- 
tion .  .  RKO  announced  that  "Pinoc- 
chio"  would  be  sold  at  50  per  cent 
on  single  bills  only. 

*  *         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  Douglas  Fair- 
banks' sudden  death  from  heart  at- 
tack Tuesday  morning  saddened  the 
entire  industry ...  Grand  National, 
still  in  throes  of  negotiating  finances, 
drew  a  $10,000,000  suit  from  two 
stockholders  jointly  owning  $260  of 
GN  stock.  .  Earlier  denied,  reports 
that  James  Roosevelt  would  head  an 
independent  producing  company  were 
confirmed  by  statement  from  Sam- 
uel Goldwyn's  office  ...  Wire  serv- 
ices, trade  press  and  newspapers 
"shot  the  works"  in  coverage  on 
preliminaries  to  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  premiere  in  Atlanta  Friday 
niffht  .  .  Hollywood  proclaimed 
RKO's  "Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame," 
which  premiered  there  Thursday 
night,  one  of  year's  best  b.o.  bets 
Ampa,  after  hearing  Pettijohn,  Pal- 
freyman  and  Brecher  on  evils  of  the 
Neely  bill,  prepared  for  a  finish  fight 
against  the  measure.  .  .  Max  A. 
Cohen  reported  trade  practice  plan 
for  New  York  state  had  been  agreed 
on.  .  .  Harry  Brandt  reported  Coast 
producers'  agreement  to  keep  new 
players  off  the  air. .  .  DuMont 
demonstrated  new  tele  screen  and 
scanning  device  that  marks  great 
stride  in  development  of  tele  for  the 
home. 


RFC  Loan  Okayed;  Erpi  Makes 

Commitment;  $1,000,000 

for  Production? 

Prospects  of  Grand  National  Pic- 
tures were  brightened  considerably 
on  Friday  when  creditors  at  a  hear- 
ing before  Referee  Peter  B.  Olney, 
Jr.,  unanimously  agreed  to  extend 
to  Jan.  5  the  time  of  GN  to  op- 
erate its  business  and  to  complete 
arrangements  on  a  proposed  loan 
of  $600,000.    The  creditors'  vote  was 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"ITS"  SCULLY  DRIVE 
TO  RUN  FOUR  MONTHS 


Plans  for  a  William  A.  Scully  an- 
niversary sales  campaisrn  and  the 
results  of  the  recent  exhibitor-spon- 
sored drive  were  revealed  to  Univer- 
sale district  man^eers  at  a  week- 
end meeting  in  New  York.  The 
Scully  drive  will   extend   from   Jan. 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Loew's  Reported  in  Deal 

for  Peskay  Conn.  House 

Loew's,  Inc.,  is  reported  to  be 
negotiating:  for  the  control  of  the 
Pickwick  Theater,  Greenwich,  Conn., 
now  operated  by  Ed  Peskay's  Pre- 
fect  Theaters,  Inc.     The  deal  is  of 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Miami  Wants  More 
Cartoon  Producers 

Miami — This  city  is  using  the  "Gul- 
liver" premiere  as  the  opening  gun  of 
a  campaign  to  bring  other  cartoon  stu- 
dios to  Miami.  President  Hall  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  advised  New 
York's  Mayor  LaCuardia  that  Miami  is 
going  to  compete  with  New  York  in 
luring   motion   picture   production. 


GWTW  OPENING  MAKES 
HISTORY  FOR  ATLANTA 


B"  n^opni?  HATCHER 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Atlanta — History  was  made  in  At- 
lanta Friday  night  as  this  excite- 
ment-mad city  out-Hollywooded  Hol- 
lywood in  the  world  premiere  of  the 
Selznick-M-G-M  film  version  of 
"Gone  With  the  Wind." 

Famous     Peachtree     Street     was 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Rogers  to  Make  Three 

Annually  for  Columbia 

Charles  R.  Rogrers  will  produce 
three  pictures  annuallv  during  the 
next  three  years  for  Columbia  dis- 
tribution, deal  beingr  announced  as 
closed   today  by   Columbia. 

First  Rogers  production,  "Jane 
Addams  and  Hull  House,"  will  start 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


RKO  Underwriting  Decision  Deferred/ 
SEC  Sees  Atlas  Position  Inconsistent 


Court  Okays  May  1  Trial  Date ; 

May  Limit  Number  of 

Expert  Witnesses 

Federal  Judge  John  C.  Knox  on 
Friday  at  a  conference  behind 
closed  doors  with  Paul  Williams, 
Special  Assistant  Attorney  General, 
and  attorneys  for  the  majors  ap- 
proved May  1  as  the  date  of  trial 
of  the  equity  suit,  Williams  stated 
after  the  conference.  Judge  Knox 
shortly  will  announce  the  name  of 
the  Judge  who  will  preside  at  the 
trial,    Williams    said. 

It  was  also  learned  that  the  trial 
of  the  suit,  which  attorneys  has  es- 
timated would  last  for  almost  a  full 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


WARNERS  WILL  MAKE 
ONLY  "A"  PICTURES 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Complete  elimination 
of  "B"  pictures  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
gram of  48  "A"  features  was  an- 
nounced by  Jack  L.  Warner  who, 
additionally,   made   known   the   pro- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Ampa  Group  Meets  Today 
to  Map  Neely  Suggestions 

Ampa's  special  committee  to  con- 
sult with  the  MPPDA  on  a  planned 
offensive  against  the  Neely  Bill 
meets  today  to  draft  suggestions  for 
Hays  office  consideration. 

Named  to  the  committee   Friday 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  re- 
served decision  on  approval  of  the 
proposed  agreement  to  underwrite 
500,000  shares  of  RKO  stock  at  a 
price  of  $3  per  share  at  a  hearing 
held  on  Friday.  The  only  serious 
question  raised  was  a  claim  made 
by  the  SEC  that  Atlas  Corp.,  the 
potential  underwriter,  had  placed  it- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Fast  Action,  Comedy 
Feature  "Gulliver" 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — "Gulliver's  Travels,"  the 
screen's  second  feature-length  cartocn 
made  in  Technicolor,  is  a  highly  com- 
mendable offering  and  should  please 
children  from  6  to  60 — and  over.  The 
Fleischers — Producer  Max  and  Director 
Dave — and  their  small  army  of  screen 
writers  and  animators  showed  great  in- 
genuity in  bringing  Jonathan  Swift's 
immortal  tale  to  screen.  There  is  never 
a  dull  moment  in  the  feature's  77  min- 
utes, with  fast  action  and  comedy  mak- 
ing it  very  enjoyable.  The  good  natured 
giant,  Gulliver,  Lilliputians'  one-man 
broadcasting  system.  Gabby,  the  town 
crier,  and  Prince  David  and  Princess 
Glory,  romantic  lovers  of  Lilliput,  are 
among  intriguing  characters.  Edmond 
Seward  furnished  the  story  and  adapta- 
tion, and  Rainger  and  Robin  supplied 
seven  pleasing  songs,  with  its  "A  Hap- 
Hap-Happy  Day"  contributed  by  Sam 
Timberg,  Al  Neiburg  and  Winston 
Sharpies.  — WILK. 
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(QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  FRIDAY,  DEC.  15) 

NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.     Seat 10%     10%     1034  —     i/4 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2%)    6i/2       6VS       6V8  —     5/8 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd..    16  15Vi     15'/2  —     % 

Con.    Fm.     Ind 1  1  1  

Con.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd..      8%       83/4       8%  —     '/4 

East.   Kodak    167       166]/2   166'/2  —  1 

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 10%     103/4     10%   +      % 

Loew's,    Inc 333/i     33         33y2   +      V4 

do    pfd 

Paramount    7^4       7%       7%      

Paramount     1st     pfd 

Paramount    2nd    pfd..      8%       83,4       8%  —     % 

Pathe     Film      10%     10%      10%—     '/8 

RKO     13/8       13/8        i3/8      

20th    Century-Fox     . .    12%     12         12%      

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.    23%     22%     23%    +   1 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70         70         70  

Warner    Bros 33,4       3%       3%      

do    pfd 

NEW   YORK    BOND    MARKrT 
Keith  B.   F.  ref.  6s46.1013/4   101 3/4   1013/4   4-      i/4 
Loew's    deb.    3'/>s46.102       101  %  10134   +     y4 
Para.     B'way    3-55...    46         46         46—1 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3  V4s47     

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 


N^W   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone   Corp 1  %       1  %       1 1/2      

Technicolor    14/4     13%     13%    4-     % 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      3  2%       2%  —     % 

Universal    Picts 

N.   Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

B:d      Asked 

Pathe   Film  7  pfd 100%   104 

Fox  Thea.  Office  B!dg.   1st  '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty  6s    1st    '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.   2nd  deb.  '45..   68         71 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s   1st  '57 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


SI  The  Broadway  Parade 


m 


Picture  and   Distributor 


Theater 

The  Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Essex   (Warner  Bros.  Pictures) — 3rd  week Strand 

Dcstry     Rides     Agjin      (Universal     Pictures) — 3rd     week Rivoli 

The    Great    Victor    Herbert    (Paramount    Pic  ares) — 2nd    week Paramount 

Tcwer   of    London    (Universal    Pictures) — 2nd  week Rialto 

Balalaika     ( Metro-Gcldwyn-Mayer)      Music     Hall 

Kemember     (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer)      Capitol 

Everything    Happens    at    Night    (20th    Century-Fox) Roxy 

Nick   Carter,    Master    Detective    (Metro-Coldwyn-Mayer) Criterion 

Bad    Boy    (Atias    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Stranger   from    Texas    (Columbia    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Charlie  Chan  in  City  in  Darkness   (20th  Century-Fox) Clobe 

The   Roaring   Twenties    (Warner   Bros.   Pictures)    (a-b) Palace 

The    Honeymoon's    Over     (20th    Century-Fcx)     (a) Palace 

Man  of  Aran    (Caumont  British   Pictures)    (a-b) 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Unfinished  Symphony   (Gaumont  British)    (a-b) 55th   St.   Theater 

♦  1  inn h.x  1  ivf.iyic;*;  featukes  ♦ 

Harvest     (French     Cinema     Center) — 12th     week World 

Shors    (Amkino) — 4th   week,    and    repertoire Cameo 

Rasputin    (Concord    Fiims) — 2nd   week    (b) 5th    Ave.    Playhouse 

Matrimonio    Ideale    (Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

Soldier's   Bride    (Scandinavian    Talking   Pictures) 48th   St.    Theater 

♦    FUTLKE  OI'EIWMiS    ♦ 

Ccne   With    the   W'nd    (M'tro-Go'dwyn-Miyer-S^lznick) — tomorrow    (d) Astor 

Gone    With    the    Wind    (Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer-Selznick) — tomorrow     (e) Capitol 

Gulliver's     Travels      (Paramount     Pictures-F.eischer) — Dec.     20 Paramount 

Reno    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)— Dec.    21 Criterion 

Four   Wives    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Dec.    22 Strand 

The     Light     that     Failed     (Paramount     Pictures) — Dec.     23 Rivoli 

Last    Desire    (Transatlantic    Films) — Dae.    20 Belmont 

Katia    (Mayer-Burstyn) — Dec.  22 Little  Carnegie 

The   Golden    Key    (Amkino) — Dec.    20 Cameo 

Swanee    River    (20th    Century-Fox)     (c) Roxy 

The   Hunchback   cf   Notre    Dame    (RKO   Radio   Pictures)— Dec.    28 Music    Hall 

Daytime    Wife     (20fh     Century-Fox) — Dec.     21      (a-b) Palace 

Laugh    It   Oft    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)— Dec.    21     (a) Palace 

Re    di    Denari    (Esperia    Films)     (c) Cinecitta 

Tevya     (Maymon     Films) — Dsc.     21 Continental 

Entente  Cordiale    (Concord   Films) — Dec.   25    (f) 55th   St.    Playhouse 

Entente  Cordiale  (Conccrd  Films) — Dec.  25   (f) 5th  Avenue  Playhouse 


(a)    Dual    bill,      (d)    Subsequent    run.      (c)    Follows    current    bill. 
seats   reserved,      (e)    Continuous,    unreserved,      (f)    Dual    run. 


(d)    Two-a-day    run, 


Room  for  Eastern  Picture 
Production — Mary  Pickford 

Cause  of  Eastern  production  found 
support  from  Mary  Pickford,  UA 
inembsr-owner,  who  flew  to  Chicago 
from  New  York  Friday.  Miss  Pick- 
ford told  interviewers  she  felt  there 
was  room  for  production  on  both 
Coasts. 

Parley  between  Mayor  F.  H.  La- 
Guardia  and  James  Roosevelt  on 
Eastern  production  also  loomed  at 
the  week-end.  Roosevelt,  who  will 
have  his  own  production  unit  next 
year,  told  interviewers  on  his  ar- 
ival  from  the  Coast  by  plane  Fri- 
day that  he  would  be  glad  to  discuss 
the  plan  with  the  Mayor,  but  sug- 
gested the  overtures  come  from  the 
City  Hall. 


Roosevelt  Off  for  Coast 

to  Line  Up  Unit's  Plans 

James  Roosevelt  left  last  night 
for  the  Coast  to  complete  the  de- 
tails relative  to  the  formation  of 
;he  new  production  unit  which  he 
is  to  head.  He  declined  to  say 
whether  United  Artists  would  dis- 
tribute the  product,  explaining  that 
he  would  make  a  complete  announce- 
ment early  in  January.  Roosevelt 
said  the  number  of  pictures  and  the 
type  of  stories  to  be  made  had  not 
been  determined. 

The  President's  son  said  he  would 
have  to  pass  up  spending  the  holi- 
days in  Washington  with  his  fam- 
ily because  of  pressing  business  in 
Hollywood. 


Differences  of  Counsel 

Delay  Contract   Parleys 

Delay  in  the  start  of  negotiations 
between  the  circuits  and  Local  306 
operators  union,  regarding  a  new 
contract  has  been  caused  by  differ- 
ences between  counsel  for  the  two 
parties  over  what  will  be  arbitrated 
at  the  huddles,  it  was  learned  Fri- 
day. So  far  counsel  has  been  dead- 
locked on  several  issues  involved 
wi*h  the  union's  attorney  insistent 
""hat  certain  matters  should  be  ar- 
bitrated, which  the  majors'  counsel 
insists  have  no  place  before  an  ar- 
bitration  board. 


Optical  Industry  Facing 

U.  S.  Grand  Jury  Probe 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington— Grand  Jury  investi- 
gation of  the  optical  industry,  insti- 
tuted by  the  Department  of  Justice, 
was  announced  Friday  by  Attorney 
General  Murphy  at  his  press  con- 
ference. A  Grand  Jury  will  be 
called  in  New  York  within  the  next 
two  weeks  to  look  into  optical  goods 
products  prices,  Murphy  said. 


$140  Tele  Receiver  Price 
Set  by  DuMont  Lab.  Here 

Cut  in  tele  receiver  prices  reached 
New  York  yesterday  when  the  Allen 
B.  DuMont  Lab.  advertised  one-third 
reduction  for  all  sets  for  two  weeks. 
This  gives  DuMont  a  low  of  $140 
for    a    receiver. 


commc  and  gomg 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  arrives  from  the  Coast 
this    morning. 

JACK   COHN    returns    from    the   Coast   today. 

WILLIAM   SISTROM   sails  for  England   Jan.   2. 

BORIS  MORROS  left  for  Hollywood  yesterday 
after  a  three-week  stay  here  on  business. 

MARY  PICKFORD  flew  to  Chicago)  M  the 
week-end   for  the   Christmas   holidays. 

KFN  THOMSON,  SAG  executive  secretary,  and 
RALPH  MORGAN,  president,  flew  in  from  the 
Coast    Friday    on    business. 

A.  J.  O'KEEFE,  Los  Angeles  distri«t  man- 
ager fcr  Universal;  E.  T.  COMERSALL,  Chicago 
manager;    P.    T.    DANA,    Kansas    City    manager; 

H.  D.  GRAHAM,  Atlanta  manager;  and  DAVE 
MILLER,  Chicago,  were  in  New  York  over  the 
week-end  for  sales  huddles  with  home  office 
execs. 

A.  L.  TRFBOW,  purchasing  agent  for  the 
Balaban  &  Katz  circuit,  and  MRS.  TREBOW, 
leave  Chicago  this  week  for  a  vacation  in  Mex- 
ico City. 

WILLIAM  GOETZ,  20th-Fox  vice-president, 
and  MRS.  GOETZ.  return  to  the  Coast  this  week 
after  a  vacation  here. 

FRANKLYN  WARNER  returns  to  Hollywood 
this  week. 

DORRIS  BOWDFN,  20th-Fox  player,  is  here 
from    the   Coast   for   a   vacation. 

CROVER  WHALEN  is  en  route  to  this  coun- 
try aboard  the  Saturnia  after  a  European  tour 
in  connection  with  the  Fair's  exhibits  next  year. 

JAMFS    ROOSEVELT    flew    back   to    the   Coast 

last   night. 

JOAN  CRAWFORD  is  expected  to  come  here 
for  a  vacation  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

HAL  COOLEY  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
after  a  three  weeks'  stay  in  New  York. 

STANTON  GRIFFIS,  NEIL  F.  AGNEW  ROB- 
ERT M.  CILLHAM.  LOU  DIAMOND,  OSCAR 
MORGAN.  M.  F.  GOWTHORPE.  and  other  Para- 
mount execs.,  along  with  LANNY  ROSS  and 
IFSSICA  DRAGONETTE.  the  voices  of  the 
->rince  and  princess  in  "Gulliver,"  are  in  Miami 
for   the   premiere   of   the   picture   there    tonight. 


30  Artists  Launch  New 

Animation  Studios  Here 


East  Coast  Animation  Studios, 
Inc.,  has  been  formed  by  30  artists 
formerly  connected  with  the  Fleis- 
cher and  Terry  studios,  with  offices 
at  1600  Broadway  in  the  old 
Fleischer  plant,  it  was  learned  Fri- 
day. Group  is  seeking  commercial 
work  and  is  negotiating  for  a  loan 
to  produce  an  animated  feature. 
Byron  Rabbit  is  president  of  the  or- 
ganization. 


I  am  ready  to  accept  a 
secretarial  position  with  a 
reliable  company  located  in 
New  York  where  personality, 
appearance,  experience  and 
ability  counts. 

Excellent  references  upon 
request. 

Box    1504 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501   Broadway  New  York  City 
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JUST 
PREVIEWED! 

Every  advance 
prophecy  is  true. 
They  laughed,  they 
wept,  they  cheered. 
It  tops  the  series  and 
oh  boy  what  a  holiday 
gold  mine!  • 
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GWTW  OPENING  MAKES 
HISTORY  FOR  ATLANTA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

roped  off  for  eight  blocks  as  thou- 
sands gathered  to  get  a  glimpse  of 
state,  social  and  film  dignitaries  who 
assembled  for  one  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent and  brilliant  events  in  At- 
lanta's history. 

The  theater,  of  course,  was 
jammed  to  capacity  for  the  showing, 
seats  having  been  reserved  weeks 
ago  at  a  flat  rate  of  $10  each.  All 
the  proceeds  went  to  Atlanta  char- 
ity. The  regular  showing  of  the 
film  began  at  Loew's  Grand  on  Sat- 
urday. 

First  local  review,  by  Lee  Rogers 
in  the  Constitution  Sfturday,  said, 
in  part,  "Vivien  Leigh  is  Scarlett. 
And  Clark  Gable  played  Clark  Gable, 
but  he  was  the  audience's  Rhett 
Butler  .  .  .  The  burning  of  Atlanta 
is  one  of  the  greatest  spectacles  ever 
presented  on  the  screen." 

After  a  day  of  sightseeing  and  a 
round  of  entertainment  as  the  guests 
of  various  civic  leaders  and  clubs, 
stars  here  for  the  premiere  made  ap- 
pearances on  a  specially-constructed 
platform  in  front  of  the  theater 
shortly  before  the  premiere. 

They  were  introduced  individually 
to  the  theater  audience  after  the 
showing  of  the  film.  Margaret 
Mitchell,  author  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  was  also  introduced.  Players 
in  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  who  at- 
tended the  premiere  included  Clark 
Gable,  Vivien  Leigh,  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land,  Laura  Hope  Crews,  Ona  Mun- 
son,  Ann  Rutherford,  Evelyn  Keyes 
and  Alicia  Rhett.  Other  stars  at- 
tending were  Carole  Lombard,  Clau- 
dette  Colbert  and  Laurence  Olivier. 

David  0.  Selznick,  president  of 
Selznick  International,  headed  the 
list  of  film  officials.  Others  included 
Howard  Dietz.  M-G-M  ad-publicity 
head;  William  F.  Rcdgers,  M-G-M 
sales  chieftain;  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  di- 
rector of  Loew's,  Inc.;  W.  R.  Fer- 
guson, exploitation  director  for 
M-G-M;  Thomas  J.  Connors,  M-G-M 
sales  exec;  and  Oscar  A.  Doob,  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director  for 
Loew's. 

Among  other  dignitaries  attend- 
ing were  Governors  Rivers  of  Geor- 
gia, Cone  of  Florida,  Maybank  of 
South  Carolina,  Dixon  of  Alabama 
and  Cooper  of  Tennessee,  Senator 
Walter  F.  George  of  Georgia;  United 
States  Attorney  General  Frank  Mur- 
phy; Former  Governor  James  M. 
Cox  and  Mrs.  Cox  of  Ohio;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  M.  Cox,  Jr.,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio;  Senator  William  Gibbs 
McAdoo  of  Calif ronia;  Acting  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  Charles  N.  Edison; 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Medill  Patterson, 
Washington  newspaper  publisher  and 
socialite;  Herbert  Bayard  Swope, 
former  New  York  newspaper  pub- 
lisher, and  Mrs.  Swope;  Thomas 
Cromwell  and  Mrs.  Cromwell,  the 
former  Doris  Duke;  Former  Senator 
Walter  Edge  and  Mrs.  Edge  of  New 
Jersey;  Former  Governor  0.  Max 
Gardner  and  Mrs.  Gardner  of  North 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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with  PHIL  M.  W)AVY, 


▼  T  T 

•  •      •     NOT  the  least  of  the  triumphs oi  "Gone  With  the 

Wind" is  the  amazing  "press"  which  the  Atlanta  world  premiere 

landed One  oi  the  press-cedents  set  was  by  the  valuable  and  con- 
servative New  York  Times which  on   last  Friday  morn  gave   the 

"Gone   With   the   Wind"   Ball a    three-column    news    picture 

plus  three  columns  of   story The   same   afternoon   the  institutional 

New  York  World  Telegram  thought  enough  of  all  the  big  doings  down 
Atlanta  way to  devote  a  goodly  swatch  of  its  Page  1  to  the  pro- 
ceedings  Saturday  a.m.  found  both  the  New  York  Times  and  the 

Herald    Tribune giving    front    page    breaks    to    the    pix and 

extensive  coverage  and  pictorial  attention ....  Such  instances,  to  say 
the  least,  are  unique but  so  is  the  picture! 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     THAT   Warner  Club   Xmas  Party for   employes 

and   offspring held   in   the   Brooklyn   Vitaphone   studios    on 

Saturday    afternoon was    a    rafter-ringing    success and 

plenty   of  credit  for  the   bang-up  affair   goes   to   the   committee 

headed  by  Ralph  Budd who  was  assisted  by  Harry  Mayer 

and   the    energetic   committee    members    were George 

O'Keefe,  Harold  Rodner,  Joe  Englander,  Murray  Schiff  and  Irv- 
ing Birnbaum The  party  was  literally  a  circus for  the 

2,500  youngsters  from  ages  six  to  60 for  a  corps  of  circus 

entertainers  were  on  hand There  were  trained  ponies,  dogs, 

seals    (have  you   bought  your  Christmas  seals  yet?),   and   bears 

1,200   bottles  of  milk   were   consumed along   with   150 

quarts   of   ice    cream 1,200    boxes    of   cookies etc 

Santa  arrived  by  television and  distributed  the  toys 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     LITTLE,  but  Oh,  My!,  Die  Loscalzo veteran  art  director 

who  has  nobly  served  several  of  the  larger  pix  companies  in  the  past 

has  obviously  got  something  in  his  two  new  cartoon  characters 

"Chimpsey"  and  "Sweetey" who  are  currently  sporting  under 

the  banner  of  Chimpsey  Enterprises whose  general  of 'ices  are  in 

Brooklyn Several  licensing  agreements  have  already  been  closed 

twixt   Die's    outfit   and   general    merchandising,    toy    and    novelty 

companies by  terms  of  which  the  monk  characters will  go  to, 

and  amuse,  the  public It  is  also  planned for  Die's  characters 

to  take  to  the  screen 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •     •     WHEN  RKO's  nation-wide  branches shutter  this 

week-end  to  celebrate  the  three-day  Xmastide it's  gonna  be 

uwful   confusion  for  poor   ole   Santa  Claus who   won't  ''be 

able  to  differentiate  between  a  Christmas  gift  and  a  birthday  gift 

in  the  instance  of  a  number  of  RKO-ites 'cause  next 

Saturday  is  the  birthday  of  Oscar  Kantor,  New  York;  M.  B.  New- 
man, Atlanta;  C.  F.  Ahem,  Boston;  J.  W.  Hall,  Philadelphia;  and 

Lillian  Strampfer,  home  office while  Sunday  is  the  birthday 

of  G.  S.  Brubaker,  Indianapolis;  A.  Goldsmith,  Cleveland;  Emma 
Winter,  Buffalo;  C.  A.  Blakeley,  Oklahoma  City;  and  L.  M.  G. 

Creglow,  Sioux  Falls But  10  RKO-ites  get  the  toughest  break 

on  Monday,  next,  which  IS  Christmas They  won't  be 

able  to  tell  by  any  device  whether  the  gifts  are  for  birthday  or 
Xmas Shed  a  tear,  therefore for  P.  Weisberger,  De- 
troit; J.  A.  Downing,  home  office  representative;  C.  C.  Heath,  Bos- 
ton; David  L.  Strumpf,  Sylvia  Thai,  J.  M.  Cmiel  and  Katherine 

Carey,  all  of  the  home  office and  M.  J ember g,  Dallas;  D.  E. 

Timmons,  Oklahoma  City;  and  F.  J.  Schiendler,  Los  Angeles 

A      <«      \<  »      »      » 


Today:     Albany      Metro      exchange      Christmas 
party,   Kapp's,   Rensselaer. 

Dec.  19:     Chicago   Film   Bookers  Club   Christmas 
party,    State    Lake    clubrooms. 

Dec.  19:     B     &    K     Employes'     Ass'n     Christmas 
party,   Stevens   Hotel. 

Dec.  20:     Chicago  Night  of  Stars,  the  Stadium. 

Dec.  20:     Pathe      Newsreel      employes      r'-ktail 
party,    Mon    Paris.  ^  jyt 

Dec.  20:     Chicago   Warner   Club   employes'   chil- 
dren's   Christmas    party. 

Dec.  21 :     Harry  Brandt  testimonial  dinner,  Hotel 
Astor. 

Dec.  22:     Loew-M-G-M       Christmas       luncheon, 
Hotel    Astor. 

Dec.  22:     Chicago    Paramount   Pep   Club   Christ- 
mas  party,   Para,   exchange. 


Link  SAG  Execs.  Visit 

with  Guild  Group  Plan 

Arrival  at  the  week-end  of  Ken 
Thomson,  SAG  executive  secretary, 
and  Ralph  Morgan,  president,  from 
the  Coast  following  closely  on  heels 
of  SAG's  withdrawal  from  L.  A. 
Labor  Council  was  believed  by  in- 
formed sources  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proposing  a  plan  to  the 
AAAA  member  unions  for  formation 
of  a  group  inclusive  of  all  creative 
guilds  that  would  be  as  strong  in  its 
own  fashion  in  the  industry  as  the 
IATSE. 

Neither  Morgan  or  Thomson  had 
any  comment  to  make  on  the  action 
taken  by  the  SAG  on  the  Coast  or 
the  purpose  of  their  visit  here.  With- 
drawal of  SAG  from  the  labor  coun- 
cil was  reported  to  have  been  done 
by  the  SAG  as  a  direct  rebuke  to  the 
council  for  its  apparent  support  of 
William   Bioff. 


Actors  Federation  Votes 

to  Continue  Organization 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Actors,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the 
Council's  resolution  to  dissolve  the 
organization,  resulted  in  a  unani- 
mous vote  to  continue  that  body. 
Session  was  attended  by  200  mem- 
bers. 

Ralph  Whitehead  was  named  to 
formulate  a  plan  for  a  national  pro- 
gram. Death  benefit  and  charity 
fund  will  be  continued. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the  following  on  their  birthdays: 

DECEMBER  18 

Rutgers  Neilson  George  Cooper 

Arthur  Metcalfe  Edwin    H.    Morris 

John    Humm 
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NEW  FINANCES  FOR  GN 
SAID  IN  PROSPECT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
taken  after  they  had  been  informed 
that  E.  J.  Ahearn,  Jr.,  New  York 
manager  of  the  RFC,  had  on  that 
day  forwarded  a  letter  to  the 
RFCMn  Washington  approving  the 
loar-^^f  $450,000  to  the  company. 
At  u.e  same  time  the  letter  recom- 
mended allowing  GN  four  years  in- 
stead of  two  to  repay  the  loan. 

It  was  also  stated  that  T.  K. 
Stevenson,  Erpi  prexy,  on  Dec.  11 
forwarded  a  letter  to  the  RFC  which 
formally  committed  Erpi  to  a  $100,- 
000  loan  to  the  company. 

Leo  Bergere,  foreign  figure  who 
had  evinced  a  desire  to  extend  fin- 
ancing, told  Referee  Olney  that  he 
believed  that  he  could  negotiate  a 
$1,000,000  production  loan.  Bergere 
said  that  he  was  working  night  and 
day  on  the  proposition  and  that  he 
would  import  foreign  pictures  for 
GN  distribution.  Referee  was  told 
that  Producers  Laboratory  had  also 
offered  GN  three  features  and  eight 
westerns  for  distribution,  and  that 
a  concerted  drive  to  increase  reve- 
nue from  $8,000  to  $13,000  weekly 
is  being  made. 

Hearings  were  adjourned  to  Jan. 
5  at  3:30  p.m.  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  Referee  would  order 
liquidation  if  the  loan  meanwhile 
fell  through. 


GWTW's  World  Premiere 

Makes  Atlanta  History 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 
Carolina;  Captain  Eddie  Ricken- 
backer,  president  of  Eastern  Air 
Lines,  New  York;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cor- 
nelius Vanderbilt,  Jr.,  of  New  York; 
•Sol  Rosenblatt  of  New  York;  L.  W. 
"Chip"  Robert  and  Mrs.  Robert  of 
Washington;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Lehman  of  New  York;  and  Mr.  and 
•  Mrs.  Laurence  R.  Rockefeller,  of 
New  York. 

New  York  aides  of  the  MacMillan 
Co.,  publishers  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  who  attended  included 
George  Brett,  Jr.,  president,  and 
Mrs.  Brett;  Allan  Taylor,  assistant 
editor,  and  Mrs.  Taylor;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.    A.    G.   Blanton. 

Governor  Rivers  commissioned 
Selznick,  Gable  and  Rodgers  colonels 
on  his  staff. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Irving  Berkowitz,  cashier  of  Na- 
tional Screen  Accessories,  who  was 
married  yesterday  to  Miss  May 
Fisher,  was  feted  Friday  by  fellow 
workers,  luncheon  for  approximately 
20  being  held  at  Streier's. 


Groveton,  N.  H. — Donald  Messier, 
projectionist  at  the  Alley  Theater 
lere,  was  married  to  Verna  Swift 
in  North  Strafford  recently. 


reviews  of  new  fums 


"Everything  Happens 
at  Night" 

with    Sonja    Henie,    Ray    Milland, 

Robert  Cummings 

20th-Fox  77    Mins. 

GAY  ROMANTIC  COMEDY  WITH  NEAT 
DRAMATIC  TWIST  SHOULD  PLEASE  ALL 
TYPES  OF  AUDIENCES. 

Brightly  set  in  a  background  of  moun- 
tains and  snow,  sprightly  in  pace  and 
pleasingly  characterized  by  the  cast, 
"Everything  Happens  at  Night"  should 
please  any  type  of  audience  immensely  and 
do  very  well  by  itself,  the  exhibitors  and 
20th-Fox  at  the  box  office.  Miss  Henie 
has  seldom,  if  ever,  appeared  to  better 
advantage  and  is  completely  charming.  Al- 
though she  only  skates  twice  in  the  film, 
taking  to  skis  on  other  occasions,  she  has 
one  skating  number  that  is  thrilling  to 
watch.  Her  grace  is  incomparable  and  it 
must  completely  enrapture  any  audience  to 
watch  her  skillful  pirouetting  in  a  particu- 
larly intriguing  background.  Ray  Milland  is 
good  looking  and  capable  and  Robert  Cum- 
mings turns  in  a  fine  performance  in  the 
other  top  male  role.  Supporting  cast  in- 
cludes such  talented  performers  as  Alan 
Dinehart,  Fritz  Feld,  Maurice  Moscovich 
and  Leonid  Kinsky.  Irving  Cummings  has 
directed  the  picture  with  a  deft  feeling  for 
tempo  and  the  script  provided  by  Art 
Arthur  and  Robert  Harari  is  cohesive  and 
well  paced.  Milland  and  Cummings,  re- 
porters for  rival  papers,  meet  on  a  train 
going  to  an  obscure  Swiss  town,  both  as- 
signed on  a  tip  that  a  noted  advocate  for 
peace,  Maurice  Moscovich  who  is  supposed- 
ly dead,  is  hiding  there.  They  meet  Sjnja, 
who  is  the  noted  author's  daughter,  and  is 
using  an  assumed  name.  1  here  is  an 
amusing  rivalry  between  the  two  scribes 
for  Sonja's  affections  before  they  stumble 
on  the  true  identity  of  her  father.  With 
Miiland  printing  his  story,  the  Gestapo  ar- 
rive in  town  to  track  the  author  down. 
Milland  and  Cummings  contrive  to  get  Sonja 
and  her  father  safely  out  of  Switzerland  into 
France,  and  there  is  a  hilarious  climax. 

CAST:  Sonja  Henie,  Ray  Milland,  Robert 
Cumm.ngs,  Maurice  Moscovich,  Leonid  Kin- 
sky,  Alan  Dinehart,  Fritz  Feld,  Jody  Gil- 
bert, Victor  Varconi,  William  Edmunds,  Paul 
Porcasi,  Michael  Visaroff,  Eleanor  Wessel- 
hoeft,  Lester  Mathews,  Christian  Rub, 
Ferdinand  Munier,  Holmes  Herbert,  Roger 
Imhof,  Rolfe  Sedan,  Frank  Reicher,  John 
Bliefer. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Joe  E. 
Brown;  Director,  Irving  Cummings;  Original 
Screenplay,  Art  Arthur  and  Robert  Harari; 
Cameraman,  Edward  Cronjager;  Editor,  Wal- 
ter Thompson. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Expert. 


RKO-Wilcox  "Irene"  Will 
Have  Technicolor  Scenes 


By  a  special  process,  one  sequence 
in  Herbert  Wilcox's  production  of 
"Irene"  for  RKO  release  will  show 
the  star,  Anna  Neagle,  in  Techni- 
color while  all  other  objects  and 
persons  will  be  seen  in  black  and 
white.  There  will  be  several  Tech- 
nicolor scenes  in  the  musical,  al- 
though it  is  not  an  all-color  picture. 


"The  Stranger  From 
Texas" 

with  Charles  Starrett,  Lorna  Gray, 

Dick  Curtis 

Columbia  54   Mins. 

ACTIONFUL  WESTERN  WITH  MUSICAL 
INTERLUDES  OK.  ENTERTAINMENT  FOR 
COWBOY  FANS. 

Fast  shooting,  fast  riding,  musical  inter- 
ludes and  romance  are  dished  up  for  the 
edification  of  the  western  fans  in  this  new 
Charles  Starrett  starrer.  The  outdoor  loca- 
tions used  are  good  and  the  picture  has  been 
given  a  snappy  pace.  Starrett  is  big  and 
bold  as  the  deputy  marshal,  Dick  Curtis  is 
hissable  as  the  principal  villain,  Lorna  Gray 
is  attractive  as  the  female  interest  and  the 
rest  of  the  cast  is  capable.  Starrett  takes 
a  troop  of  riders  with  him  when  summoned 
to  a  nearby  city  by  the  local  sheriff  to  fore- 
stall a  war  between  two  cattle  factions. 
It  develops  that  Starrett's  father  is  involved, 
being  accused  by  his  neighbor  of  rustling. 
It  turns  out  after  considerable  action  and 
skullduggery  that  the  neighbor's  foreman 
was  the  brains  of  the  rustling  gang,  and 
had  been  playing  the  two  ranchers  against 
each   other. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Lorna  Gray,  Dick 
Curtis,  Richard  Fiske,  Edmund  Cobb,  Bob 
Nolan  and  the  Sons  of  the  Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  L.  Decker; 
Director,  Sam  Nelson;  Screenplay,  Paul 
Franklin;  Story,  Ford  Beebe;  Cameraman, 
George   Meehan;  Editor,   Mel  Thorsen. 

DIRECTION,  Fast.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Terry  Turner  With  RKO 

for  Special  Campaigns 

Terry  Turner  has  joined  RKO  Ra- 
dio Pictures  to  work  on  special 
campaigns  under  the  direction  of 
Barret  McCormick,  director  of  pub- 
licity and  advertising.  Currently, 
he  is  preparing  special  features  for 
"Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame,"  "Abe 
Lincoln  in  Illinois"  and  other  top 
product. 

Meanwhile,  McCormick  has  an- 
nounced a  big  billboard  campaign 
in  more  than  200  cities  on  "Hunch- 
back," plan  calling  for  the  blanket- 
ing of  the  entire  country  in  the 
most  extensive  use  of  24-sheets  in 
the  company's  history.  Picture  is 
scheduled  for  day-and-date  openings 
in   200  cities   on  Dec.  29. 


"Swanee  River"  Preview 

on  Kate  Smith  Air  Show 


Twentieth  Century-Fox,  again 
tying  up  with  Kate  Smith's  pro- 
gram for  a  nation-wide  air  preview, 
this  time  in  behalf  of  "Swanee 
River,"  will  bring  Don  Ameche,  Al 
Jolson  and  Nancy  Kelly  East  for 
the  brodacast  on  Dec.  29.  First 
tie-up,  for  "Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk," moved  the  Smith  show  to 
the  Coast.  Miss  Kellv  will  have 
Andrea  Leeds'  film  role  in  the  broad- 
cast, latter  being  honeymooning  in 
Honolulu.  Ameche  will  appear  by 
courtesy  of  Chase  &  Sanborn,  his 
radio   sponsor. 


RKO  UNDERWRITING 
DECISION  DEFERRED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

self  in  a  "inconsistent  position"  be- 
cause it  owned  $1,894,626  in  unse- 
cured claims  against  RKO. 

Marland  Gale,  attorney  for  the 
SEC,  told  Judge  Bondy  that  the  SEC 
felt  that  the  $3  price  was  fair  and 
that  compensation  was  proper  ex- 
cept for  the  fact  that  Atlas,  by  re- 
fusing to  take  up  its  option  on 
shares  as  a  creditor,  would  be  able 
to  purchase  them  at  a  price  of  $2.75. 
This  position,  Gale  said,  gave  Atlas 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  addi- 
tional compensation  in  the  form  of 
a  reduced  price  on  stock. 

Hamilton  C.  Rickaby,  attorney  for 
Atlas,  in  reply,  stated  that  Atlas 
had  computed  its  compensation  after 
taking  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  it  would  receive  its  pro  rata 
share  of  stock  at  $2.75.  Rickaby 
said  that  Atlas  had  obtained  the 
unsecured  claims  a  considerable 
time  before  the  plan  had  been  con- 
firmed. He  refused  to  limit  the  com- 
pany's maximum  compensation  to 
$125,000,  stating  that  he  was  not 
authorized  to  do  so. 

Judge  Bondy  said  that  he  felt  the 
position  of  Atlas  was  somewhat  in- 
consistent, but  did  not  indicate  that 
it  would  be  a  factor  in  denying  ap- 
proval. No  other  objections  were 
raised  to  either  the  price  or  com- 
pensation. 

At  the  outset  of  the  hearing,  Wil- 
ford  J.  Merrill,  assistant  to  the 
president  of  RKO,  and  Robert  B. 
Horton,  head  of  the  underwriting 
department  of  Goldman,  Sachs  & 
Co.,  testified  to  necessity  of  the  new 
fund  and  the  fairness  of  the  agree- 
ment. The  SEC  also  placed  two 
witnesses  on  the  stand  who  testi- 
fied as  to  their  analysis  of  the  agree- 
ment. Judge  Bondy,  in  reserving 
decision,  directed  Rickaby  to  notify 
him  as  to  any  decision  by  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  on  application  to  re- 
view the  plan  of  reorganization. 
Hearings  were  adjourned  to  Dec.  29 
at  2:30  p.m. 


New  RKO  Pathe  News  Music 

Plans  have  been  completed  to 
record  new  music  to  add  to  the  RKO 
Pathe  News  music  library,  trans- 
criptions to  be  made  shortly  after 
the  first  of  the  year.  Music  editor 
Herman  Fuchs  will  use  a  symphonic 
group. 


STORKS! 


Bellevue,  O. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe 
Scanlan,  Jr.,  announce  the  arrival 
of  a  daughter,  Constance  Mae,  in 
Bellevue  Hospital.  Father  operates 
the  State  Theater. 


Murray  Solow,  emcee  of  Broadway 
nite  spots  and  shows  has  made  Sam 
Levene  of  picture  fame  a  great-uncle 
to  a  bouncing  baby  boy  named  Lau- 
rence. The  proud  father  says  that 
Laurence  is   open   for  bookings. 
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WARNERS  WILL  MAKE 
ONLY  "A"  PICTURES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

motion  of  Bryan  Foy  to  the  post 
of  assistant  to  Hal  B.  Wallis,  ex- 
ecutive producer. 

Warner  stated:  "We  shall  ex- 
clusively devote  our  production  ef- 
fort to  only  the  finest  and  most  sig- 
nificant subjects  available.  That  we 
can  accomplish  this  policy  100  per 
cent  has  been  definitely  proven  by 
our  'A'  production  record  of  the 
past  years.  We  shall  produce  pic- 
tures deserving  only  preferred  play- 
ing time  in  the  best  theaters  of  the 
world." 

In  welcoming  Foy  as  his  assistant 
Wallis  said:  "I  am  happy  that  Jack 
Warner  has  made  it  possible  for 
Bryan  Foy  to  work  in  closer  asso- 
ciation with  me.  We  have  very  im- 
portant plans  for  the  future  and  I 
know  that  Foy  will  contribute  im- 
portantly to  their  development  as 
my  assistant." 


Miami  Goes  "Gulliver" 

in  Big  Way  for  Opening 

Miami — The  Sheridan  and  Colony 
Theaters  here  are  completely  sold 
out  for  the  world  premiere  of  the 
Fleischer-Paramount  feature  car- 
toon, "Gulliver's  Travels."  Tonight's 
event  winds  up  a  three-day  celebra- 
tion in  observance  of  the  Miami- 
made  picture,  and  celebrities  from 
many  walks  of  life  are  gathered  here 
for  the   occasion. 

Starting  off  with  a  youngster 
beauty  contest  on  Saturday,  the  fes- 
tivities continue  today  with  a  civic 
luncheon  at  which  Mayor  E.  G.  Se- 
well  is  to  preside.  Lanny  Ross  and 
Jessica  Dragonette  will  make  per- 
sonal appearances  at  the  perform- 
ances tonight,  with  Ted  Husing  act- 
ing as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Attending  the  premiere  from  Para- 
mount's  home  office  are  Stanton 
Griffis,  Neil  F.  Agnew,  Robert  Gill- 
ham,  Lou  Diamond,  Al  Wilkie,  Oscar 
Morgan  and  M.  F.  Gowthorpe. 

Miami's  winter  season  will  be 
formally  opened  at  a  "Gulliver's 
Travels  Ball"  at  the  Roney  Plaza 
Hotel  immediately  after  the  show 
tonight.  Ben  Bernie  will  M.C.  the 
party. 


For  Crippled  Children 

Chicago — Women's  Film  Industry 
Club  has  taken  the  Washington 
Home  for  Crippled  Children  under 
its  wing.  Club  tossed  a  Christmas 
party  Saturday  at  the  Home. 


Stevens  Finishes  "Vigil" 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  - —  Producer  -  director 
George  Stevens  has  completed  work 
on  "Vigil  In  The  Night"  starring 
Carole  Lombard  and  Brian  Aherne 
for   RKO. 


Indian  Censors  Are  Holding  Up  Dispatch 

of  Trade  Publications  to  the  Neutrals 

Non-receipt  in  the  U.  S.  of  Indian  film  publications  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  was  explained  at  the  week-end  in  letters  arriving  in  New  York.  It  was  disclosed 
that  the  Indian  censors  are  not  permitting  the  dispatch  of  any  printed  publication  to 
a  neutral  country.  The  ban  is  being  vigorously  protested  by  Indian  trade  paper 
editors. 


RCA,  GE  and  Westinghouse    ,  5,000  Line  Park  Walks 
in  New  License  Agreements  at  Fairbanks   Funeral 


Execution  of  new  license  agree- 
ments by  RCA,  GE  and  Westing- 
house,  supplementing  those  in  ef- 
fect since  1932,  was  jointly  an- 
nounced today  by  the  three  compa- 
nies. New  agreements  give  each  a 
broader  market  for  its  products  and 
services. 

Under  the  agreements,  General 
Electric  and  Westinghouse  acquire 
from  RCA  the  right  to  sell  equip- 
ment, including  tubes,  for  many  ra- 
dio applications,  such  as  broadcast- 
ing transmitters,  television  and  fac- 
simile apparatus,  and  airport  equip- 
ment. 

Under  the  new  licenses  for  the 
United  States  and  most  foreign 
countries,  RCA  will  be  enabled  to 
put  the  results  of  its  research  to 
oroader  uses  in  both  radio  and  other 
industries  employing  electronic  de- 
vices. In  general,  RCA  has  ac- 
quired from  General  Electric  and 
vVestinghouse  the  right  to  sell,  and 
to  grant  licenses  to  others  for  the 
sale  of,  most  types  of  radio  tubes 
for  all  uses,  and  has  also  acquired 
the  right  to  sell  associated  appara- 
tus for  many  uses. 


Hear  Ontario  to  Restore 
Amusements  Tax  Statute 


Toronto — The  Ontario  Amuse- 
ments Tax  Act,  which  was  repealed 
in  1937  by  the  Hepburn  Adminis- 
tration, is  apt  to  be  restored  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Ontario  Legis- 
lature, it  was  reliably  reported  at 
the  week-end. 

While  Premier  Hepburn  declined 
to  discuss  the  situation,  it  is  learned 
on  good  authority  that  the  Cabinet 
informally  has  had  it  under  consid- 
eration, and  that  Roy  Buckley,  for- 
mer director  of  tax  collections,  has 
been  called  into  conference  on  sev- 
eral occasions.  If  reimposed  in  the 
form  and  with  the  schedules  which 
operated  up  until  June  1,  1937,  the 
act  would  net  the  Ontario  Treasury 
approximately  $2,000,000  in  revenue 
annually. 


Jesse  Jones  Takes  Over 

Walter  Tebbetts  Houses 


Portland,  Ore. — Jesse  Jones  of  the 
St.  Johns  Theater  has  acquired  the 
Granada  and  Roseway  Theaters 
from  Walter  E.  Tebbetts,  which  he 
will  operate  in  conjunction  with  the 
St.  Johns  house.  Archie  Holt,  for- 
mer GB  branch  manager  in  Seattle, 
will  be  associated  with  Jones  in  su- 
pervising   the    two    new    houses. 


West    Coast  Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAI  Li 

Hollywood  —  Early  screen  asso- 
ciates, close  friends  and  relatives 
joined  in  paying  a  final  tribute  to 
Douglas  Fairbanks  at  the  funeral 
services  at  Forest  Lawn  Memorial 
Park.  Between  4,000  and  5,000  fans 
lined  the  walks  of  the  Park. 

Services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Neal  Dodd  and  a  quartet  led 
by  Chico  Deverdi,  concert  violinist 
who  had  played  for  Fairbanks  on 
film  sets  and  in  his  home  for  eight 
years  while  Fairbanks  was  starring 
in  silent  pictures,  played  a  group 
of  his  favorites,  which  included  four 
old  California  songs,  Brahms'  "Lul- 
laby," Tchaikowsky's  "Andante  Can- 
tabile"   and  "Ave   Maria." 

In  addition  to  floral  offerings  from 
friends  and  relatives,  floral  offerings 
were  received  from  the  Lambs'  Club, 
The  Maskers,  United  Artist  world- 
wide personnel,  Paramount  and 
other  organizations. 

Among  those  in  attendance  were 
Murray  Silverstone,  Nicholas  M. 
Schenck  and  Harry  D.  Buckley  of 
New  York,  the  latter  having  flown 
in  for  the  services,  Charles  Chap- 
in,  Louis  B.  Mayer,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck, 
Joseph  M.  Schenck,  Sid  Grauman, 
Mack  Sennett,  J.  L.  Warner,  Tom 
Mix,  Sam  Katz,  Harold  Lloyd,  Ed- 
win J.  Mannix,  Al  Lichtman,  Bernie 
Zeidman,  Victor  Fleming,  Lewis 
Milestone,  Annabella,  Ted  Reed, 
James  P.  Hogan,  Allan  Dwan,  Ar- 
thur Edison,  Clarence  Ericksen, 
Chuck  Lewis,  Tom  J.  Geraghty,  John 
W.  Considine,  Jr.,  William  C.  Men- 
zies,  Bull  Montana  and  Spike  Robin- 
son. 


Westerns  in  Color  Seen 

New  Trend  in  Production 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Unusually  favorable 
reaction  to  use  of  color  in  the  west- 
ern "Gentleman  from  Arizona"  is 
expected  to  provide  an  important 
stimulus  in  the  color  field,  accord- 
ing to  A.  L.  McCormick,  president 
of  Cinecolor,  Inc.  "Gentlemen  from 
Arizona,"  a  Monogram  release,  was 
processed  by  Cinecolor. 

The  cowboy  epics  have  been  the 
most  backward  of  any  picture  classi- 
fication in  accepting  color  as  a  log- 
ical improvement  due  largely  to  cost 
factor.  Recent  Cinecolor  develop- 
ments have  reduced  cost  of  color  to 
the  point  where  it  may  be  consid- 
ered by  any  western  producer. 


NEWARK  GALL  STAGING 
LOCAL  10  BEST  POLL 


Newark,  N.  J. — Readers  of  the 
Newark  Sunday  Call  are  again  in- 
vited to  match  their  critical  judge- 
ment wits  against  the  Film  Daily 
"10  Best"  pickers.  Co-operating 
with  Loew's,  the  Branford,y  M  KO 
Proctor's,  the  Paramount-Newark, 
and  the  Little,  all  downtown  houses, 
the  Call  contest  opens  this  week  and 
ends  Dec.  31. 

The  reader  who  comes  closest  to 
The  Film  Daily  poll  results  will 
receive  a  pair  of  passes  from  each 
of  the  five  theaters.  Second  place 
will  net  four  pairs  of  passes;  third, 
three  pairs;  fourth,  two  pairs,  and 
fifth  to  26th,  one  pair. 


More  Neb.  Exhibitors  Join 
Lincoln  Journal-Star  Poll 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Six  outstate  ex- 
hibitors have  now  joined  with  the 
Sunday  Journal  and  Star  to  partici- 
pate in  the  newspaper's  reader  poll 
to  pick  the  10  best  pictures,  worked 
in  conjunction  with  Film  Daily's 
critics'    picks. 

The  exhibitors  and  theaters  are 
R.  E.  Falkinburg,  Majestic,  Lexing- 
ton, Neb.;  Harold  Schoonover,  Maz- 
da, Aurora;  Ted  Kempkes,  Bonham, 
Fairbury,  Neb.;  B.  M.  Montee,  Ri- 
voli,  Beatrice,  Neb.;  Fay  Honey, 
Tecumseh,  Tecumseh,  Neb.;  and  C. 
Howard  Kennedy,  Bow-Lyric,  Broken 
Bow,  Neb. 

Six  of  Lincoln's  theaters  are  in 
the  contest,  too,  which  sports  a  top 
prize  of  a  free  trip  to  Hollywood, 
and  more  than  125  other  giveaways. 


HAPPY 
CHRISTMAS 


Tuberculosis  is  still 
the  greatest  killer  of 
youth  .  .  .  and  taken 
fifty  per  cent  more 
ffirls  than  boys  be- 
tween iue  ages  or  15 
and  251 

Two  modern  aids  that 
help  the  physician  de- 
tect tuberculosis  in  its 
earliest,  rumble  stage 
are  the'  tuberculin  test 
and  the  chest  X-ray. 
Your  purchases  of  Christmas  Seals  make  it  pos- 
sible, not  only  to  teach  people  that  tuberculosis  is 
preventable  and  curable,  but  to  look  for  early 
stages  of  this  dread  disease  among  children  who 
seem  to  be  in  good  health. 

So  from  now  'til  Christmas,  mail  no  letter— send 
no  package — unless  it  is  decorated  with  the  Christ- 
mas symbol  that  saves  lives  I 

The   National,   State  and   Local   Tuberculosis 
Associations  in  the  United  States 
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CHRISTMAS 
SEALS 
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SPEED  EQUITY  SUIT 
•  THROUGH  "PRE-TRIAL" 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

year,  will  be  considerably  reduced 
by  a  "pre-trial"  agreed  upon  by 
counsel  at  a  conference  held  Fri- 
day. The  "pre-trial,"  which  is  au- 
-'thori^d  by  Rule  16  of  the  new  Fed- 
era,  ales  of  civil  procedure,  will 
take  up  many  preliminary  issues  and 
dispose  of  them  before  the  trial  it- 
self. 

The  term  "pre-trial"  is  misleading, 
bhe  actual  practice  provided  by  the 
rule  is  to  have  a  conference  before 
a  district  Judge  at  which  time  the 
'issues  are  threshed  out.  No  testi- 
mony is  taken  at  that  time  and  the 
conference  is  ordinarily  not  open 
to  the  public. 

The  rules  provide  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  simplification  of  issues, 
the  possibility  of  obtaining  admis- 
sions of  fact  and  of  documents  to 
avoid  unnecessary  proof  is  discussed. 
In  addition,  at  this  conference,  the 
Judge  presiding  may  stipulate  a 
limitation  upon  the  number  of  ex- 
ipert  witnesses  to  be  heard  at  the 
trial.  It  is  understood  that  the 
"pre-trial"  will  probably  take  pl^ce 
by  March  1.  In  the  meantime,  Wil- 
liams said,  by  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary, all  questions  on  the  interro- 
gatories will  be  cleared  up.  The 
Government  is  not  disposed  to 
answer  all  interrogatories,  claiming 
that  many  of  them  are  "far-fetched" 
and  immaterial. 

Special  Attorney  William  Farns- 
worth  stated  in  reference  to  this 
that  although  the  Government  is 
willing  to  name  witnesses,  it  feels 
that  it  should  not  be  required,  to 
state  in  advance  the  testimony  of 
these  witnesses.  The  stipulation 
which  is  being  drawn  up  at  present 
will  provide,  Williams  said,  that 
no  witnesses  will  be  examined  be- 
fore trial  at  any  time  subsequent 
to  March  1.  This  step  was  taken 
to  forestall  the  posssibility  of  last 
minute  moves. 

A  stipulation  was  filed  in  the  Fed- 
eral Court  Friday  extending  the 
time  of  the  Government  to  object 
to  interrogatories  filed  by  Columbia 
Pictures  up  to  Jan.  10. 

Earlit  Trial  of  Momand  Suit 
for  $4,500,000  is  Expected 

Oklahoma  City — An  early  trial, 
shortly  after  Jan.  1,  is  expected  by 
plaintiff's  attorneys  in  the  $4,500,- 
)00  A.  B.  Momand  anti-trust  action 
now  pending  in  U.  S.  Federal  district 
:ourt  here,  according:  to  Lev  Ed- 
wards, Momand  counsel. 

It  is  understood  that  parties  in- 
volved in  the  case  are  at  present 
;aking  depositions  in  the  East  and 
Mi  the  West  Coast  and  as  soon  as 
;hese  are  completed  a  trial  date  be- 
fore   Judge    A.    P.    Murrah    will    be 

sought. 

Ask  Not  Guilty  Findings 
n  Chicago  Contempt  Case 

Chicago — Defendants'  attorneys  at 
;he  week-end  filed  conclusion  of  law 
jrief  in  the  criminal  contempt  action 


Illinois  Court  Upholds  Sandquist  Bill  Veto 

Chicago — The  Illinois    Supreme    Court    on    Friday    upheld    Gov.    Henry    Horner's    veto 

of    the    Sandquist  bill    prohibiting    double    features    which    was    passed    by    the     Illinois 

Legislature    at    its  last    session. 


Scully  Sales  Drive  Will 
Open  Jan.  1,  Run  4  Months 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

1  through  April  and  its  goal  will 
be  record  billings  and  sales.  There 
will  be  cash  awards  for  the  win- 
ners. 

UniversaPs  president,  Nate  J. 
Blumberg,  outlined  the  company's 
future  production  activities  which 
were  determined  during  his  recent 
stay  in   Hollywood. 

William  Heineman's  western  di- 
vision was  the  winner  of  the  ex- 
hibitor-sponsored drive  and  the  win- 
ning district  was  Al  O'Keefe's  Los 
Angeles  office.  Al  Herman's  New 
York  district  came  in  second  while 
third  place  honors  went  to  Pete 
Dana's  Kansas  City  district.  L.  J. 
McGinley,  captain  of  the  western 
division,  came  in  for  a  share  of  the 
award  money. 

Winning  offices  in  the  East  were 
Washington,  New  Orleans,  Memphis, 
New  Haven  and  Pittsburgh.  West- 
ern branch  winners  were  Los  An- 
geles, San  Francisco,  Portland,  St. 
Louis    and   Denver. 

Release  dates  for  forthcoming 
pictures  were  told  at  the  week-end 
meetings.  "Charley  McCarthy,  De- 
tective" is  set  for  Dec.  22  and  "The 
Invisible  Man  Returns"  will  be  made 
available  Jan.  22.  The  Mae  West- 
W.  C.  Fields  picture,  "My  Little 
Chickadee,"  will  be  released  in  Feb- 
ruary and  on  March  1  Deanna  Dur- 
bin's  "It's  a  Date"  will  be  ready. 
The  Bob  Burns  untitled  picture  has 
been  scheduled  for  some  time  in 
March  and  the  untitled  Bing  Crosby 
feature  has  been  set  for  April  26. 


Film  Dancer  Killed 

Montgomery,  Ala.  —  Mrs.  B.  C. 
Hightower,  the  Eloyce  of  the  film 
dancing  team  of  London  and  Eloyce, 
was  killed  and  her  husband  and 
partner  injured  in  a  crash  near  here 
while  en  route  by  motor  to  Palm 
Beach,  Fla. 

G.  A.  Chesbrough  Dead 

Columbus,  0. — Guy  Albert  Ches- 
brough, 49,  brother  of  William  C. 
Chesbrough,  president  of  the  Gar- 
den Amusement  Co.,  died  in  St. 
Francis  Hospital  here,  after  a  year's 
illness.  He  had  been  identified  with 
various   circuit   enterprises. 

Montana  House  Opens 

Thompson  Falls,  Mont. — New  Rex, 
500-seater,  rated  most  modern  be- 
tween Missoula  and  Spokane,  bowed 
in  last  week-end. 


against  B  &  K  and  film  companies 
before  Judge  Edgar  Eldredge. 

The  brief  states  that  no  violations 
of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law  was 
made  by  the  defendants  and  asks 
for  findings  of  not  guilty  for  each 
defendant  for  alleged  violation  of 
the  consent  decree  of  April  6,  1932 


Loew's  Reported  in  Deal 

for  Peskay  Conn.  House 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

more  than  passing  interest  inas- 
much as  Peskay  has  pending  a  Fed- 
eral anti-trust  suit  against  the  ma- 
jor companies,  two  independents  and 
three  circuits. 

The  suit  charges  inability  to  get 
sufficient  product  for  the  million- 
dollar,  2,000-seat  Pickwick  until  60 
to  120  days  after  first-run.  The 
house  originally  was  built  for  RKO 
which  operated  it  on  a  first-run  pol- 
icy   until   the    circuit    dropped    it. 

It  is  believed  by  some  that  if  the 
Pickwick  becomes  a  Loew  theater, 
legal  action  against  the  defendant 
distributors  and  circuits  will  be 
dropped.  However,  it  is  understood 
that  the  Department  of  Justice,  with 
which  the  complaint  was  filed,  is 
watching  the  reported  negotiations. 
Peskay  on  Friday  would  not  com- 
ment on  the  rumored  negotiations. 


Fox  Referee's  Report 

Gets  Court's  Approval 

Camden,  N.  J. — Referee's  report 
in  the  William  Fox  bankruptcy  by 
which  creditors  of  the  All-Continent 
Corp.  wil  get  $450,000  in  cash  and 
$150,000  in  stock  in  satisfaction  of 
$1,500,000  claims,  was  approved  Fri- 
day by  Federal  Judge  John  B.  Avis. 
Trustees  will  sell  the  stock. 


Hickman  Price  Stricken 

Delray  Beach,  Fla.  —  Hickman 
Price,  53,  of  Southport,  Conn.,  at  one 
time  associated  with  both  the 
MPPDA  and  Fox  Film,  died  at  his 
Winter  home  here.  His  widow,  a 
son  and  brother  survive. 


Pioneer  Exhib.  Passes 

Daniel  W.  Robertson,  82,  general- 
ly rated  as  Brooklyn's  first  exhib., 
is  dead.  Robertson  operated  an  en- 
tertainment agency  here  for  40 
years. 

Wilcox  Back  to  England 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Unon  conroletion  oJ 
"Irene,"  Herbert  Wilcox  will  resurrK 
^roduction  in  England  with  an  Ann? 
Neagle  starrer. 

James  C.  Heilig  Dead 

Portland,  Ore. — James  C.  Heilig. 
73,  associated  with  his  brother,  Cal- 
vin, in  the  theatrical  field  here,  is 
dead. 


Augi 


;ie  Herman  Dead 

Omaha — Augie  Herman,  52,  co- 
owner  of  the  Muse  Theater,  with 
Irv  Gossick,  is  dead. 

Lloyd-Universal  in  Deal? 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Universal  is  reported 
talking  a  four-feature  deal  with 
Frank  Lloyd. 


PREFERENTIAL  DATES 
VIEWED  AS  RESTRAINT 


Baltimore — Granting  of  preferen- 
tial film  release  dates  to  certain  film 
heaters  over  others  "clearly  is  in 
'estraint  of  trade,"  Federal  Judge 
W.  Calvin  Chestnut  Friday  told  coun- 
sel arguing  an  injunction  motion  be- 
fore him. 

The  legal  point  involved,  Judge 
Chestnut  added,  is  whether  such  re- 
straint is  "reasonable"  and  comes 
within  the  "rule  of  reason"  laid 
down  on  the  original  version  of  the 
Sherman    Anti-Trust   Law. 

The  jurist  made  his  point  in  the 
course  of  an  argument  by  James 
Piper,  who  is  defending  Frank  H. 
Durkee  against  a  charge  of  combin- 
ing with  seven  major  film  producers 
to  obtain  preferential  release  dates 
for  his  Edgewood  over  the  Westway, 
plaintiff. 

Previously,  Charles  Page,  another 
defense  attorney,  told  the  court  that 
outlawing  of  clearance  clause  would 
disrupt  entire  marketing  system  of 
film  producers. 

Following  Piper's  argument  Edgar 
Allan  Poe,  Jr.,  attorney  for  West- 
way,  started  argument. 


Ampa  Group  Meets  Today 
to  Map  Neely  Suggestions 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

were  Leon  T.  Bamberger  of  RKO, 
Herbert  S.  Berg  of  Paramount,  Louis 
Pollock  of  Universal.  Martin  Starr 
of  WMCA  and  Elias  Sugarman  of 
the  Billboard.  Serving  ex  officio  are 
Paul  Lazarus,  Jr.,  prexy,  and  Arthur 
James,  first  Ampa  president. 

Committee  contemplates  a  nation- 
wide publicity  and  advertising  cam- 
paign. 


Rogers  to  Make  Three 

Annually  for  Columbia 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

shooting  in  earlv  January,  and  will 
be  followed  by  "Senate  Page  Bovs." 
Rogers,  who  produced  "The  Star 
Maker"  and  "Our  Neighbors  the 
Carters"  for  Para,  release  this  sea- 
son, will  continue  his  new  faces  pol- 
icy. 


Geo.   H.  Wilkinson  Dies 

New  Haven — George  H.  Wilkin- 
son, Wilkinson  theater,  Wallingford, 
Conn.,  pioneer  exhibitor,  81,  died 
Friday  of  a  heart  attack.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  active  in 
business,  and  a  son,  George,  Jr.  He 
was  feted  at  a  testimonial  film  din- 
ner last  July. 


Durbin  Pix  to  Start 

West    Coast   Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Universal  will  start 
"It's  a  Date,"  Deanna  Durbin  star- 
rer, Dec.  27;  cast  will  include  Kay 
Francis,  Cissie  Loftus,  Lewis  How- 
ard, Samuel  H.  Hinds  and  Szoke 
Szakal,  Hungarian  actor,  making  his 
U.  S.  debut. 


mm 
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JOHN  STEINBECK'S  GREAT  NOVEL 

OF  MICE  AND  MEN 

REACHES  THE  SCREEN  TO 
SHATTER  A  TRADITION 


\\ 


The  Picture  Hollywood  Said  Could 
Never  Be  Made"  bursts  upon  the 
screen  in  all  its  power  and  warm 
human  emotions.. .Presented  by  Hal 
Roach . . .  produced  and  directed  by 
Lewis  Milestone  from  the  screen- 
play by  Eugene  Solow  .  .  .  History- 
making  performances  from  Burgess 
Meredith  as  George;  Lon  Chaney, 
Jr.,  as  Lennie;  Betty  Field  as  Mae. 
Frank  Ross  is  Associate  Producer. 


Premiere  at  the  4  Star  Theatre, 
Los  Angeles,  on  December  22nd 


Your  brochure  on  the  making  of  this  great  dramatic  entertainment  is  in  the  mail 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Selznick  States  He  Has  No  Interest  in  Buying  Into  UA 

goldwynjells  UA  hisWntract  is  terminated 

War  Will  Not  Cut  20th -Fox  Lineup  for  1940-41 -Kent 


Company     Prexy    to     Confer 

Here     with     Kane    on 

British  Production 

"Twentieth  Century-Fox  will  not 
cut  the  number  of  pictures  it  will 
make  next  season,  nor  will  any  econ- 
omies be  effected  that  will  in  any 
way  impair  the  quality  of  the  com- 
pany's product  lineup,"  Sidney  R. 
Kent,  president,  stated  yesterday 
when  he  arrived  on  the  Century 
after  a  five-day  huddle  at  the  studio 
with  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  Herman 
Wobber  and  Joseph  M.  Schenck. 

It  was  understood  that  Zanuck 
and   Schenck  had  been  in  favor   of 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


EXCHANGE  EMPLOYES 
NEW  PACT  SIGNED 


Contract  has  been  signed  between 
the  film  exchange  employes  union 
and  the  major  companies,  effective 
immediately,  and  retro-active  to 
Nov.  30,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Metro  Metro- 
politan  theater   chieftain. 

Contract  runs  for  one  year,  ending 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Asher  Joins  Metro  as  Producer  on  Coast 

Irving  Asher,  former  associate  producer  for  Alexander  Korda,  has  been  signed  to  . 
producer  contract  with  M-C-M,  joining  the  Culver  City  executive  staff  immediately 
His  two  latest  pictures,  "Clouds  Over  Europe"  and  "U-Boat  29,"  were  made  for  Columbi; 
in   England 


bia 


GOV'T  QUERIES  WOULD 
AID  RIVALS,  SAYS  GOL. 


Objections  to  nine  of  the  Govern- 
ment's interrogatories  were  filed 
yesterday  by  Columbia  Pictures  in 
the  Federal  Court  on  a  number  of 
grounds,  including  claims  i-aised 
that  the  specified  questions  were 
improper,  immaterial  and  disclosed 
confidential  information  to  Colum- 
bia's  competitors. 

Columbia  opposed  information  as 
to  location  of  exchange  offices  main- 
tained since  January,  1930,  and  the 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


BANKER  SEES  62 1/2% 
BRIT.  REMITTANCE 


Mass  Meetings  to  Speed 
Ohio  War  on  Air's  "Turns" 


Columbus,  O. — P.  J.  Wood,  secre- 
tary of  the  Ohio  ITO,  announced 
yesterday  that  sufficient  state  the- 
aters were  interested  in  the  pro- 
posed "insurance"  plan  against  ra- 
dio's "Pot  of  Gold"  giveaway  com- 
petition to  put  it  into  operation.  Ac- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Jack  Cohn  Back,  Reports 
Col.  Production  Booming 

Jack  Cohn  returned  yesterday 
from  Hollywood,  where  he  had  been 
in  conference  with  studio  officials, 
since  Nov.  17. 

Two  of  Columbia's  major  produc- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Gulliver's  Travels"  Cartoon 
Takes  Miami  by  Storm 

Miami — Paramount  unveiled  Max 
Fleischer's  version  of  "Gulliver's 
Travels"  to  the  cash  customers  here 
last  night — and  they  loved  it.  In  a 
double-barreled  world  premiere  that 
sold  out  both  the  Sheridan  and  Col- 
ony   Theaters,    the    Jonathan    Swift 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Here  for  an  indefinite  stay  on 
company  business  in  general,  and  to 
make  a  survey  of  Baird  Television 
possibilities  in  the  American  market, 
Dixon  Boardman,  Gaumont  British 
director  and  banker,  told  The  Film 
Daily  yesterday  that  he  believed 
American  war-time  film  remittances 
based  on  the  last  three  years'  earn- 
ings, as  specified  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, probably  would  be  equiva- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


DuPont  Answer  Contends 

Pathe  Contract  Illegal 


Attorney    for    Goldwyn    Says 

"Raffles"  to  be  Last 

For  UA  Release 

The  long  expected  open  break 
between  Samuel  Goldwyn  and 
United  Artists  Corp.  came  yes- 
terday when  Goldwyn,  through  his 
a  1 1  o  r  n  ey, 
Max  Steuer, 
notified  UA 
that  the  pro- 
d  u  c  e  r  was 
t  e  rminating 
his  distribu- 
tion contract, 
effective  to- 
day. (Murray 
S  i  1  verstone, 
UA  world- 
wide head, 
declared  last 
night  that 
the  company 
had  not  been 
notified    of    Goldwyn's    intention 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


DuPont  Film  Mfg.  Co.  yesterday 
filed  its  answer  in  the  Federal  Court 
to  the  suit  of  Pathe  Laboratories, 
Inc.,  which  asked  for  $210,000  for 
alleged  breach  of  contract. 

Pathe  had  claimed  that  the  de- 
fendant had  agreed  to  sell  films  to  it 
at  30  per  cent  over  cost  under  a 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


GWTW  Producer  Expects  It  to  Return 
75%  of  Domestic  Gross  in  Five  Months 


Briefs  Ordered  by  Court 
in  Westway  Trust  Action 

Baltimore  —  With  both  plaintiff 
and  defense  counsel  directed  to  file 
briefs,  trial  of  the  anti-trust  suit 
brought  against  the  majors  and  the 
Durkee  Enterprises  by  Westway 
Theater,  Inc.,  terminated  here,  Fed- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


David  O.  Selznick  has  no  inter- 
est in  buying  into  United  Artists, 
and  expects  to  continue  his  "flex- 
ible" contract  with  UA  in  the  fu- 
ture, delivering  two  pictures  next 
year  as  a  minimum  apart  from 
"Rebecca,"  he  stated  last  night  at 
a  press  conference.  He  said  that 
one  picture  would  star  Ingrid  Berg- 
man and  the  other  would  star  Vivien 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


SAMUEL  GOLDWYN 


to 


UA  HAS  FIRST  GALL 
ON  FAIRBANKS  STOCK 


Murray  Silverstone,  top  executive 
of  United  Artists,  returned  to  New 
York  from  studio  huddles  yesterday 
with  the  announcement  that  the  dis- 
position  of  the   late   Douglas   Fair- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Advance  Sale  for  "GWTW" 
at  Astor  Over  $100,000 


Advance  sale  of  tickets  for  "Gone 
With  The  Wind"  at  the  Astor  went 
over  the  $100,000  mark  last  night  to 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Six  Weeks  Before  Any  More 
N.Y.C.  Houses  Get  "GWTW" 


If  Loew's  decides  to  book  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  into  three  houses, 
other  than   the    Capitol   and   Astor.. 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 

Am.    Seat lO'/i     10'/2     10V2     

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2V2%)    6i/2       6i/4       6V4  +     Vs 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    16%     16V2     16%   +     % 

Con.   Fm.   Ind 1  1  1  

Ccn.    Fm.    Ind.    pfd...      8%       8'/4       8'A  —     Vz 

East.    Kodak    

do    pfd 174       174       174       +  1% 

Gen.    Th.    Eq 10%     10Vi     10Vi  —     Vs 

Loew's,  Inc 33         32%     32%  —     % 

do  pfd 104       104       104         

Paramount     7%       7%       7V4  —     % 

Paramount   1st   pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd.. .     8%       8%       8%     

Pathe    Film    10i/2     10%     10%     

RKO     1%       1%       13/8      

20th    Century-Fox     ..    12'/8     12         12         

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.     23         23         23       —     % 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 70        70        70         

Warner    Bros 3%       3%       3%     

do    pfd 

NEW  YORK    BOND    MARKET 

Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's    deb.    3i/2s46. 102V4  102       102V4   +     % 
Para.    B'way    3s55...   45%     45%     45%   +     % 

Para.    Picts.    6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 i/4s47    85%     85         85—1 

RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48 


NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 


Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 1%       1%       1%     

Technicolor     14%     14%     14%    +      % 

Trans-Lux     1  %       1  %       1  %   +     % 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.      2%       2%       2%      

Universal    Picts 


N.   Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100%   104 

Fox   Thea.   Office   Bldg.   1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s  1st  '47 

Met.  Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..    69         71 
Roxy  Thea.    Bldg.   4s    1st   '57 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Special  Session  Threat 

Continues  In  Wisconsin 


Milwaukee,  Wis. — Threat  of  a 
special  Legislative  session  to  raise 
funds  continues  to  exist.  Latest 
group  to  request  a  special  session 
is  the  Wisconsin  State  Federation 
of  Labor  (AFL),  which  urged  Gov. 
Julius  P.  Heil  to  call  a  special  ses- 
sion to  raise  new  revenue  by  a  re- 
vision of  income  and  inheritance 
taxes. 

The  Federation  said  that  the  state 
faces  a  $17,000,000  shortage  during 
the  1939-41  biennium,  and  that  pres- 
ent administration  proposals  to  meet 
the  deficit  would  fail  to  balance 
the  budget. 

Charges  have  been  made  by  vari- 
ous groups  that  the  present  adminis- 
tration is  deliberately  setting  the 
stage  for  a  sales  tax.  Such  a  tax 
would  meet  with  strong  opposition 
from   Wisconsin  exhibitors. 


Sirovich  Funeral  Rites 

to  be  Conducted  Today 

Funeral  rites  for  Rep.  William  I. 
Sirovich,  57,  physician,  playwright 
and  widely  known  in  the  industry 
because  of  his  legislative  activities, 
will  be  held  today  in  Gramercy  Park 
Memorial  Chapel.  Death  on  Sunday 
was  due  to  a  heart  attack. 

From  1932,  Sirovich  at  various 
times  was  in  the  industry  eye  due 
to  his  sponsorship  of  copyright 
legislation,  introduction  (in  1933)  of 
a  Congressional  resolution  for  a 
film  industry  probe,  instigation  of  a 
patent  investigation  and  his  so- 
called  Fine  Arts  bill. 


Universale  Completed  Pix 
Are  Announced  by  Blumberg 

Four  important  Universal  pictures 
are  completed  and  ready  for  release 
dates,  President  Nate  Blumberg  an- 
nounced yesterday  following  a  week- 
end meeting  of  district  managers. 
The  finished  product  includes  "Green 
Hell,"  "Charley  McCarthy,  Detec- 
tive," "The  Invisible  Man  Returns" 
and  "Oh,  Johnny,  How  You  Can 
Love." 

Nearing  completion,  Blumberg 
said,  was  "My  Little  Chickadee,"  with 
Mae  West  and  W.  C.  Fields.  Two 
Deanna  Durbin  picture,  "It  Hap- 
pened in  Kaloa"  and  "Spring  Par- 
ade," were  announced  among  the  top 
bracketed  product  to  come.  Others 
are  Bing  Crosby  and  Gloria  Jean  in 
"If  I  Had  My  Way,"  "The  Boys 
From  Syracuse,"  starring  the  Ritz 
Brothers,  Loretta  Young  in  Tay 
Garnett's  "World  Cruise,"  Bob  Burns 
in  "Alias  the  Deacon,"  "Sandy  is  a 
Lady,"  with  Baby  Sandy,  one  Irene 
Dunne  picture  and  "The  House  of 
Seven  Gables." 


Court  Denies  Picketing 

Injunction  to  F  &  M 

St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Nott  at 
Clayton  yesterday  denied  pleas  of 
the  Fanchon  &  Mirco  Service  Co., 
the  Eden  Theater  Corp.  and  the  St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.  for  orders  en- 
joining the  members  and  officers  of 
the  projectionists'  union  Local  No. 
143  from  picketing  the  Fox  and  six 
neighborhood  and  suburban  houses. 
The  decision  is  another  court  victory 
for  the  anti-Nick  faction  and  the 
union. 

In  St.  Louis  yesterday,  before  Cir- 
cuit Judge  Oakley,  the  hearing  to  de- 
termine whether  a  permanent  in- 
iunction  should  be  issued  against 
John  P.  Nick  and  Clyde  A.  Weston, 
to  prevent  them  from  interfering 
in  the  affairs  of  the  union  was  re- 
sumed. 


Loew's  London  Theaters 

Outside"  Negotiations 


Heywood  Broun  Dies 

Heywood  Broun,  51,  president  of 
+he  American  Newspaper  Guild  and 
famed  columnist,  died  yesterday  at 
Farkness  Pavilion,  Medical  Center, 
•^fter  a  brief  illness  from  pneumonia. 
Mrs.  Broun,  the  former  Connie  Madi- 
son, actress,  and  his  son  by  his  first 
marriage,  Heywood  Hale  Broun,  sur- 
vive. 

Solemn  high  requiem  mass  for 
Broun  will  be  celebrated  in  St.  Pat- 
rick's Cathedral  tomorrow  at  10  a.m. 


in 


Montreal — Shareholders  of  Loew's 
London  Theaters  Ltd.,  of  London, 
Ont.,  at  the  annual  meeting  in- 
structed the  directors  to  negotiate 
with  a  group  or  groups  outside  of 
the  company's  present  connection 
with  a  view  to  making  new  book- 
ings and  new  management  of  the 
theaters.  Directors  were  asked  to 
report  to  a  special  meeting  within 
two  months. 

The  president,  Marcus  Aylsworth, 
said  the  directors  hoped  to  be  able 
to  establish  a  regular  preferred  divi- 
dend rate,  and  mentioned  five  per 
cent  as  the  objective,  although  to 
do  this  considerable  economies  would 
be  necessary.  Reports  were  adopted 
and  directors  re-elected. 


GN  Sales  Manager  Will 

Visit  Five  Exchanges 

In  anticipation  of  Grand  National's 
renewed  activity,  Sol  Edwards,  sales 
manager,  leaves  today  on  a  tour  of 
five  exchanges  to  stimulate  sales 
and  prepare  the  field  men  for  an 
influx  of  product. 

Edwards  will  visit  Chicago,  Indian- 
apolis, Cincinnati,  Cleveland  and 
Buffalo. 


Zukor  Coming  to  New  York: 
Sailing  With  Hicks  Jan.  12 

Adolph  Zukor  will  arrive  in  New 
York  early  in  January  and  will  sail 
with  John  W.  Hicks,  head  of  Para- 
mount's  foreign  department,  on  Jan. 
12  for  a  tour  of  South  American  key 
cities. 


Films  Only  at  the  Earle 

Philadelphia— The  Earle  Theater 
opens  with  pictures  only  policy  Sat- 
urday. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  SIDNEY  R.  KENT 
MRS.  KENT,  MURRAY  SILVERSTONE  and  JACK 
COHN,  arrived  from  the  Coast  yesterday  on  the 
Century. 

JOSEPH  BERNHARD,  general  manager  of  War- 
ner theaters,  left  last  night  for  Cleiggnnd  tc 
Suddle  with  Warner  managers  in  thal^Britory 
He  holds  a  zone  managers'  meeting  in  New 
Haven    before   he    returns    to    New    York    tomor- 

'OW. 

SOL  EDWARDS,  Grand  National  sales  manager, 
eaves   today    for   a    tour   of   the   company's  i 
changes. 

DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  leaves  for  the  Coast 
tomorrow    by    train. 

RUSSELL  BIRDWELL.  VIVIEN  LEICH  and 
LAURENCE  OLIVIER  plane  out  for  Hollywood 
tomorrow  via  TWA. 

FRANK  DONOVAN,  production  manager  ofl 
Pathe  News,  is  in  Bermuda  with  a  technical  I 
crew  to  film  a  "Reelism"  on  a  winter  vaca  | 
tion   cruise. 

JACK  HIVELY,  RKO  director,  is  at  the  Wal- 
dorf. 

FRANK  TUTTLE,  director,  leaves  the  Coast 
this   week   for   New   York. 

GEORGE  RAFT  returns  to  Hollywood  today 
after    a    vacation    here. 

RALPH  DIETRICH  and  BURT  CLENNON  have  f 
returned  to  Hollywood  after  a  trip  to  South  V 
America  for  material  for  a  new  picture. 

HENRY  KING  has  returned  to  the  Coast 
after  a  vacation  here. 

ROGER  MARCHETTI  has  arrived  from  Holly- 
wood. 

CHARLES  RUGGLES  is  in  Chicago,  en  route 
to   New   York   from   the  Coast. 

DAVE  MILLER.  Universal  district  manager  out 
of  Cleveland,  JOHN  SCULLY,  Buffalo  b.m.  and 
JOE  ENGEL,  Albany  b.m.,  have  returned  to  their 
respective  stations  after  calling  on  the  Schine  ! 
Circuit,  Cloversville.  Miller  and  Engel  also 
called   on    Mike   Kallet   at   Oneida. 

FERDINAND  V.  LUPORINI,  importer  and  ex- 
porter of  films,  returns  Dec.  23  on  the  S.S. 
Uruguay,  after  a  two  months'  survey  trip  of 
the    Latin    American   countries. 


Walter  Reade,  Jr.,  Will 

Enter  Advertising  Field 

Albany — Walter  Reade,  Jr.,  son  of 
the  prominent  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  film  circuit  operator,  is  enter- 
ing the  general  advertising  business, 
it  is  learned  here  via  the  licensing 
by  the  State  Secretary's  offices  of 
the  firm  of  Reade,  Obler  &  Daniels, 
Inc.  Incorporation  papers  disclose 
Reade,  Jr.,  H.  H.  Daniels,  Jr.,  and 
J.  H.  Greenhut,  of  701  Seventh  Ave., 
New  York  City,  as  the  directors. 


SPECIALIZED  MESSENGERS 

Experienced  —  Dependable 

Available    for    deliveries   and   pick-ups 
in   the  city  or  out  of  town. 

Call 

ABBYE  ERRAND  SERVICE 

Circle  6-5314-15 
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MONOGRAM'S 

"THE 

GENTLEMAN  FROM 

ARIZONA 
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WOWS  THEM  AT 

WORLD 
PREMIERE 

ORPHEUM  THEATRE,  PHOENIX 
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RAVE   REVIEWS 

7 'The  Gentleman  From  Arizona'  is  gorgeous." 

'Exceptionally  fine  color  photography." 


— Los  Angeles  Times 
— Showman's  Trade  Review 


"...  a  winner  that  should  break  every  barrier  for  good  grosses." 

— Stokes,  Jay  Emanuel  Publications 

"Outstanding  entertainment.  Picture  is  beautifully  filmed  in  natural 
color.  Book  it  by  all  means."  — Hollywood  Motion  Picture  Review 

• 
"Georgeous  Arizona  backgrounds  brought  out  in  all  their  splendor, 
with  never  a  harsh  tone  in  the  vivid  panorama." 

— Hollywood  Reporter 

".  .  .  picture  has  some  sterling  entertainment  values  .  .  .  bang-up 
horse  race  for  a  thrilling  climax."  — Daily  Variety 

• 
"Picture's  strong  point  throughout  is  the  use  of  color  on  fasci- 
nating exteriors."  — Motion  Picture  Daily 

• 
".  .  .  catches  beauty  of  mountain,  desert,  canyon,  and 
garden  spots  .  .  ."  — Arizona  Gazette 


'Magnificent  colorings 


-Arizona  Republic 


'•-J 
( 

w 

ALL    PHOTOGRAPHED   IN   BREATH-TAKING   NATURAL    COLOR 

with  J.  FARRELL  MacDONALD  *  JOAN  BARCLAY  •JOHN  KING  •CRAIG  REYNOLDS  *  RUTHIE  REECE 

Directed  by  EARL  HALEY  *  Produced  by  CHARLES  GOETZ 

A    GOLDEN    WEST    Production     •    Processed   in    CINECOLOR     •    A   MONOGRAM   PICTURE 
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"GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS" 

CAPTURES  MIAMI 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 

classic  became  the  second  full-length 
feature  cartoon  to  reach  the  screen. 
The  picture  started  out  to  be  Para- 
mount's.  It  wound  up  becoming  Mi- 
ami's. The  city  built  a  three-day 
celebration  around  the  affair  that 
has   set  the  town   agog. 

Following  the  premiere  itself,  the 
crowd  at  the  Sheridan  went  home, 
but  the  Colony  was  filled  with  the 
Miami  Beach  smart  set  and  they 
went  to  the  Roney  Plaza  Hotel  for 
a  brilliant  "Gulliver's  Travels  Ball" 
of  which  the  PTA  milk  fund  was  the 
beneficiary. 

At  noon  yesterday,  key  executives 
of  Paramount  and  Fleischer  Studios 
were  guests  of  honor  at  a  civic 
luncheon  at  which  Mayor  E.  G.  Se- 
well  and  John  C.  Hall,  president  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  made  a 
frank  bid  for  further  motion  pic- 
ture production  in  competition  with 
Mayor  LaGuardia  of  New  York. 
More  than  200  civic  leaders  and  offi- 
cials gave  Fleischer  an  ovation  and 
applauded  the  pledges  of  Hall  and 
Sewell  that  motion  pictures  will  re- 
ceive full  co-operation  from  the 
Florida  rescrt. 

Among  Paramount  notables  at  the 
luncheon  were  Stanton  Griffis,  Neil 
Agnew,  Oscar  Morgan,  Lou  Dia- 
mond, R.  M.  Gillham,  and  S.  A. 
Lynch. 

The  celebration  of  the  premiere 
got  under  way  Saturday  when  35,000 
people  jammed  the  business  district 
to  witness  the  arrival  of  "Gulliver," 
an  eight-foot  giant,  who  appeared 
at  several  Miami  stores  and  then 
helped  judge  Miami's  first  beauty 
contest.  Sigrid  Johnson  was  chosen 
as  princess  of  Lilliput  and  Donna 
Maxer,  Elsie  Echardt,  Anita  Mc- 
Claney,  Elsie  Parks,  Audrey  Mark, 
and  Eloise  Combs  were  chosen  as 
ladies  in  waiting.  All  the  girls  are 
blondes  and  between  ages  of  five  and 
eight. 


Jack  Cohn  Back,  Reports 
I    Col.  Production  Booming 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tions,  "His  Girl  Friday"  and  "Music 
In  My  Heart,"  also  arrived  yester- 
day on  the  Century  from  Hollywood. 
Cohn  stated  that  work  at  the  stu- 
dio is  "booming,"  with  three  other 
major  films  now  in  work  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  productions  ready  for 
early  shooting. 


Sullivan  Loses  Fight 

to  Dismiss  Reade  Suit 


New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Philip  J.  McCook  yesterday  denied 
an  application  of  Joseph  T.  P.  Sul- 
livan to  dismiss  a  suit  of  Walter 
Reade  for  an  accounting  on  the 
ground  that  it  failed  to  state  a  cause 
of  action.  Reade  claims  breach  of  a 
contract  under  which  he  was  alleged- 
ly to  receive  one-half  the  profits  over 
and  above  $12,000  annually  from 
operation  of  the  City  Theaters  Co. 


4L€NG  TiiE 


WITH  OHIL  H.  D/lLYi 


•  •      •     PEACE the   fact  it's  ours is  the   truly  great  gift 

this  Xmos It's  a  grand  and  glorious  circumstance that  while 

so  many  eyes  are  looking  out  on  No  Man's  Land ours  are  happily 

looking  out  on  America which  happens  to  be  Every  Man's  Land 

An   additionally   welcome   gift   accrues    from   the    calendar 

namely,  the   approaching   three-day  holiday It   appears   local   pix 

folk  will  need  it if  they're  to  regain  their  balance  from  the  mad  biz 

and  social  whirl of  this  pre-Xmas  week 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     LAST  night  the  merry,  merry-go-round  started  off ...  . 

right  in  high  gear via  the  press  preview  at  the  Astor 

of  "Gone  With  the  Wind" Tonight  "GWTW"  has  twin  pre- 
mieres at  the  Astor  and  the  Capitol Tomorrow  the  big  at- 
traction on  the  agenda  is  the  W.  G.  Van  Schmus  hosting in 

the  Radio  City  Music  Hall's  Studio  Apartment of  "holiday 

libation"  from  five  to  seven  p.m. in  honor  of  Charles  Laughton 

star  of  RKO  Radio's  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THURSDAY will   see    the    whirl    continue for    in 

the  p.m.  cometh "to  usher  in  the  Christmas  season" Para- 
mount's  cocktail  and  buffet  party  in  the  Rivoli  Theater  at  five  o'clock 

Co-host  on  the  occasion  will  be  Dudley  Digges co-star  with  Ronald 

Colman  and  Walter  Huston in  Kipling's  "The  Light  That  Failed".  .  .  . 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     IF  their  "handlers"  say  the  boys  are  okay to  go 

a  few  more  "rounds" you'll  find  them  on  Friday at  the 

Xmastide  good-cheer  "pardies"  which  are  annual  and  institutional 

features along  Film  Row Friday  will  be  Leon   (.RKO) 

Bamberger's  birthday which  will  command  "time  out"  on  the 

part  of  his  pals  for  voicing  personal  greetings Another  "time 

out"  we  intend  to  call is  to  have  'nother  look-see  at  the 

Xmas   decorations   o'er  Radio   City   way and   try   to   find 

the  guy  who  planned  said  decorations and  award  him  this  de- 
partment's symbolic  medal  for  merit the  Order  of  Applause 

(with  two  palms) Besides  the  garlands  and  the  giant  Xmas 

tree  in  the  Ice-skating  Plaza this  mysterious  gent  has  ar- 
ranged to  have  a  lighted  candle in  each  of  the  566  East  win- 
dows of  the  International  building! 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     AN  added  pre-Xmas  attraction  on  our  "must  make  it"  list 

is  the  first  metropolitan  showing of  the  Jack  Dempsey-Jess 

Willard   heavyweight   championship  fight  pix which   will  go   into 

all  RKO  theaters  throughout  New  York  and  Westchester on  Thurs- 
day  Although  the  slugfest  occurred  'bout  20  years  ago these 

official  pix  have  never  been  shown  publicly,  'tis  averred If  you  like 

action here's  it according  to  several  who've  had  a  look-see. 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •     •     JUNIOR  field  group  of  the  National  Board  of  Review 

has  selected  the  10  Best  Pictures  of  1939 up  to  Dec.  1 

The  kids  are  members  of  the  i-Star  Clubs and  their 

ages  range  from  nine  to   17  years Result: "Good-bye, 

Mr.  Chips,"  "The  Old  Maid,"  "Wuthering  Heights,"  "Stanley 
and  Livingstone,"  "Pygmalion,"  "The  Wizard  of  Oz,"  "Dark  Vic- 
tory," "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington,"  "Drums  Along  the  Mo- 
hawk" and  "Beau  Geste" 


WAR  WILL  NOT  GUT 
20TH-F0X'S  LINEUP 


(Continued  f.om  Page  1) 

reducing  the  number  of  pictures  the 
company  would  make  to  arcund  36 
before  the  studio  confabs  started. 
Company's  seasonal  program^&n- 
braces  52  features.  Tentative  p5>d- 
uct  lineup  and  budget  for  the  '40-41 
season  were  also  on  the  agenda  dis- 
cussed at  the  studio. 

Kent  said  he  would  confer  here 
with  Robert  T.  Kane,  English  pro- 
duction head,  on  what  the  company 
would  do  in  England  next  year,  with 
final  plans  dependent  on  war  de- 
velopments. 

Mrs.  Kent  accompanied  the  20th- 
Fox  chieftain  on  his  trip. 


"Patrol"  to  Interstate 

Dallas — Sack  has  set  Alliance's 
"North  Sea  Patrol"  with  Interstate 
for   16  key  first-runs. 


Richmond,  Va. — The  annual  Christ- 
mas party  of  the  Neighborhood  The- 
aters Inc.,  home  office  will  be  held 
Saturday,  with  open  house  all  day. 

Cleveland  —  The  local  Variety 
Club  will  hold  its  annual  children's 
Christmas  party  Thursday  when  it 
will    entertain    360    children. 


Albany — Metro's  Albany  exchange 
held  its  Christmas  party  at  Kapp's 
Restaurant,  Rensselaer,  Monday 
night,  Ralph  Pielow,  branch  man- 
ager, presiding  and  Gene  Vogel  pass- 
ing out  the  presents  as  Santa  Claus. 

Cleveland — Milt  Harris,  Loew  pub- 
licity director,  has  already  set  a 
leap  year  party  to  be  held  jointly 
by  Loew's  State  Theater  and  the 
Statler  Hotel.  Those  whose  birth- 
days fall  on  Feb.  29th  will  be  guests 
for  dinner  at  the  Statler  Hotel  and 
then  proceed  to  Loew's  State  as 
guests  of  disrtict  manager  Col. 
Harry  E.  Long  and  resident  man- 
ager Everett  Steinbuck. 

Cincinnati — Maury  White,  presi- 
dent of  United  Theaters,  and  asso- 
ciate of  Ike  Libson,  entertained  all 
Film  Row  Bookers  with  a  beef  steak 
dinner  at  Hotel  Alms  Sunday. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Burbank — Annual  dinner-dance  of 
the  Warner  Club  has  been  set  for 
Saturday  evening,  Feb.  17,  at  the 
Biltmore  Bowl. 


Des  Moines,  la. — Officers  and  em- 
ployes of  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
Film  Corp.,  here  held  a  Christmas 
party  at  Hotel  Fort  Des  Moines  with 
Stanley  J.  Mayer  as  host.  Harry 
Gottlieb  was  Santa  Claus. 


<<f      «      « 


»      »      » 


Cabaret  TAC  will  mark  New 
Year's  Eve  with  a  party  and  dance 
at  Manhattan  Center.  Hiram  Sher- 
man will  be  the  presiding  officer. 
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Col.  Charges  Gov't  Seeks  Confidential  Information 


Interrogatories,    if  Answered, 

Would  Aid  Rivals,  Company 

Affirms 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nam^of  managers  with  an  outline 

of  i r  duties  and  authority.     The 

information  requested  besides  be- 
ing improper  and  irrelevant,  Colum- 
bia stated,  involved  a  disclosure  of 
its  business  secrets  and  the  Gov- 
ernment has  laid  no  foundation  to 
show  that  the  managers  have  any 
knowledge  of  relevant  facts. 

Question  No.  6,  which  asked  a 
statement  of  the  total  amount  of 
all  current  loans  with  the  naming  of 
creditors  over  $10,000  and  the  dates 
and  terms  of  their  loans,  was  also 
opposed  on  the  grounds  that  it  was 
too  broad  in  scope,  confidential, 
harmful  to  business  and  in  aid  of 
competitors. 

As  to  Question  14,  which  seeks 
gross  income  of  companies  for  fiscal 
years  ending  1935  through  1938,  and 
the  approximate  amount  of  the  gross 
from  production,  distribution  and 
exhibition  respectively,  Columbia  of- 
fered copies  of  its  annual  reports, 
but  opposed  the  question  otherwise. 

Pix  Grouping  Said  Improper 

The  objections  attacked  Question 
25,  which  requires  a  list  of  feature 
pictures  from  1930-31  through  1937- 
38  with  specifications  of  the  titles, 
stars  and  distributors.  Columbia 
contended  that  the  grouping  of  fea- 
tures in  four  classifications  of  rela- 
tive cost  was  improper,  and,  more- 
over, that  the  company  should  not 
be  required  to  name  foreign  distribu- 
tors. 

Question  40(F)  which  asks  a  list 
of  features  from  1936-37  to  date, 
with  total  film  rentals  from  the  U. 
S.,  is  harmful,  improper,  too  broad 
in  scope  and  confidential,  the  objec- 
tions said. 

Of  40(G)  which  requires  the  list- 
ing of  total  film  rentals  on 
first-run,  subsequent-run  from  af- 
filiates and  from  unaffiliates  in 
the  cities  of  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Kansas  City  and  Atlanta  for 
five  specified  pictures  was  also  at- 
tacked on  all  grounds,  and,  addition- 
ally, that  preparation  of  answers 
would  be  burdensome  and  would  sub- 
ject Columbia  to  "tremendous  ex- 
pense." In  addition,  Columbia 
stated,  that  definitions  of  affiliates 
and  independents  was  incapable  of 
accurate  answer,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  had  opposed  a  defini- 
tion when  asked  to  furnish  one. 
Shorts  Rentals,  "Confidential" 

Questions  43  and  45  which  covered 
film  rentals  for  shorts  in  the  U.  S. 
during  the  1936-37  season  is  im- 
proper, immaterial  and  confidential, 
Columbia  asserted. 

A  listing  of  features  released  dur- 
ing 1936-37,  which  asked  for  names 
of  theaters,  whether  affiliated,  dates 
of  exhibition,  length  of  run,  rentals 
and  clearance  terms  as  required  in 
Question    48    was    attacked    on    the 


Scenes  from  Features  as  Warner  Short 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 
Burbank — "The   American   Cavalcade"    will   be   produced   by   Warners   as   a    historical 
featurette.       The    picture    will    embrace    scenes    from    various    Warner    historical    films. 
Cordon    Hollingshead   will   supervise. 


GWTW  ADVANCE  SALE 
AT  ASTOR  $100,000 


He  Has  No  Interest  in  Buying  Into 
United  Artists,  States  D.  O.  Selznick 


(Continued 

Leigh,  with  no  stories  selected  as  yet 
for  either  picture. 

Selznick  said  that  he  could  end  his 
UA  contract  at  the  end  of  next  year 
under  its  present  terms,  but  expected 
to  continue  it  as  he  was  "well  satis- 
fied" with  the  treatment  UA  had 
given  his  pictures.  At  the  same 
time,  he  emphatically  denied  that  he 
had  any  further  commitments  with 
Metro  or  any  other  outside  company. 
He  stated  that  he  expected  his  af- 
filiation with  John  H.  Whitney  to 
continue,  denying  reports  that  his 
affiliation  with  Whitney  would  enc 
on  Jan.    1. 

Selznick,  when  questioned  as  to 
whether  he  would  try  to  outdo  "Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  said  that  he  ex- 
pected to  take  a  four  months'  vaca- 
tion and  become  re-acquainted  with 
his  family.  He  stated  that  he  ex- 
pected "Wind"  to  return  75  per  cem 
of  its  domestic  gross  within  the  nexi 
five  months,  with  a  general  release 
as  far  as  key  cities  go  taking  place 
within  the  next  month. 

He  said  that  foreign  distributior. 
of  the  picture  was  dependent  at  the 
present  time  on  "embargo  terri- 
tories." At  the  same  time,  he  stated 
that  6,000  theaters  in  this  country 
would  probably  play  the  picture 
within  the  next  five  months. 

Any  attempt  to  cut  the  picture 
when  it  is  released  generally  wil. 
be  vigorously  fought  by  Selznick,  it 
was  learned.  He  said  that  he  didn't 
know  how  the  picture  could  be  cut. 


Small  Picture  Industry 
Possible  for  N.Y. — Selznick 

There  is  no  reason  why  a  small 
picture  industry  cannot  be  built  up 
in    New    York,    in    the    opinion    of 
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Divid  O.  Selznick.  He  stated  that 
there  were  a  large  number  of  stage 
plays  that  could  easily  be  filmed  in 
the  East,  probably  at  less  cost  and 
trouble  than  they  could  be  on  the 
Coast. 

Selznick  said  that  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  he  had  an  investment 
in  California,  and  preferred  to  live 
and  maintain  an  organization  there.  | 

He  expressed  the  opinion  that 
stage  plays  were  particularly  suited 
to  production  here,  and  that  many 
of  the  ones  produced  as  films  could 
.lave  been  produced  here  with  proper 
facilities    at   smaller   costs. 


3-1  Relinquishes  Studio 
Jpace  Rented  from  RKO 

Selznick  International  has  relin- 
quished its  contract  on  its  present 
studio  space,  rented  from  RKO, 
David  O.  Selznick,  president,  stated 
.ast  night,  adding  that  at  no  time 
in  the  future  would  he  commit  him- 
self to  a  similar  contract.  Selznick 
itated  that  he  would  rather  rent 
space  in  the  future,  and  be  free  from 
carrying  a  top  heavy  studio  ovei'head 
which  forced  him  to  make  pictures 
;o  carry  his  overhead  when  he  would 
prefer  to  make  pictures  when  he  was 
ready  to  and  in  a  position  to,  rather 
than  to  meet  his  expenses. 


Selznick  Closes  Deal 
for  Six  Benchley  Shorts 

Contract  has  been  closed  by  David 
O.  Selznick  with  Bob  Benchley  by 
which  Benchley  will  make  six  shorts 
next  year,  three  in  New  York  and 
three  on  the  Coast,  for  general  dis- 
tribution, Selznick  said  yesterday. 
He  stated  that  no  release  had  been 
set  as  yet. 
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upset  all  previous  box-office  records 
by  about  600  per  cent.  Lai'gest  ad- 
vance sale  at  the  Astor  heretofore 
has  been  about  $14,000  when  a  pic- 
ture opened,  it  was  said. 

List  of  seat  holders  for  tonight's 
dual  premiere  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  at  the  Astor  and  Capitol  The- 
aters, is  said  by  M-G-M  to  repre- 
sent the  largest  group  of  civic,  the- 
atrical, film,  radio  and  society  celeb- 
rities ever  present  at  the  opening  of 
a  photoplay  in  New  York  City. 

The  list  is  a  brilliant  roster  of 
more  than  450  notables  which  reads 
like  a  digest  of  Who's  Who  and  the 
Social  Register,  and  presenting  the 
most  luminous  members  recorded  in 
each. 

A  partial  list  of  those  well-known 
in  filmland  are:  M.  H.  Aylesworth, 
Bob  Benchley,  Constance  Bennett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving  Berlin,  Barney 
Balaban,  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Curtis,  Laura 
Hope  Crews,  Olivia  de  Havilland, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Dietz,  Alice 
Faye,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Goetz, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton  Griffis,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Hertz,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Will  H.  Hays,  Fannie  Hurst,  Kath- 
arine Hepburn,  Sidney  R.  Kent, 
Vivien  Leigh,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
R.  Luce,  Leo  Lubin,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  MacArthur,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fredric  March,  Elsa  Maxwell,  Alfred 
J.  McCosker,  Herbert  Maas,  Conde 
Nast,  Laurence  Olivier,  John  Otter- 
son,  Saul  Rogers,  Ann  Rutherford, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  M.  Schenck, 
Myron  Selznick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert E.  Sherwood,  Max  D.  Steuer, 
George  J.  Schaefer,  Leo  Spitz,  David 
Sarnoff  and  Edwin  Weisel. 


same     grounds     as     made     against 
40(G). 

Finally,  Question  59  which  de- 
mands the  name  of  the  officials  sup- 
plying the  information  given  in 
answers  to  interrogatories  was  op- 
posed as  improper,  immaterial  and 
incapable  of  definite  answer. 

The  objections  will  be  heard  by 
Federal  Judge  Vincent  T.  Leibell  on 
Dec.  29  at  10:30  a.m.  in  the  District 
Court. 

It  was  reliably  learned  that  the 
time  for  other  majors  to  file  similar 
objections  has  expired. 


.At  "Hunchback"  Premiere 

New  York  premiere  of  RKO's  "The 
Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  at  the 
Music  Hall  on  Dec.  28  will  attract 
Charles  Laughton,  Elsa  Lanchester, 
Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke,  Edmond 
O'Brien,  Walter  Hampden,  Fred 
Kohler,  Jr.,  Jean  Hersholt. 

Iowa   Exhibs.  Get  Break 

Des  Moines,  la. — Film  houses  are 
expected  to  reap  the  benefit  of 
Christmas  and  New  Year's  eves  fall- 
ing on  Sunday  with  taverns  and  road 
houses  closed  bv  state  statutes. 


Over  800  Tele  Receivers 
In  the  Los  Angeles  Area 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Approximately  800 
tele  receiving  sets  are  now  in  use 
within  a  45-mile  radius  of  this  city. 
Program  telecasts  reach  them  from 
the  Don  Lee  tele  station  on  regular 
schedule,  six  days  a  week.  Motion 
pictures  are  used  every  day  and  live 
talent  three  times  a  week. 


Donald  A.  Burpee  Dead 

Montreal — Donald  A.  Burpee,  50, 
former  secretary  of  Quebec  Allied 
Theatrical  Industries,  Inc.,  died  at 
his  home  here.  Burpee  was  a  part- 
ner in  Burpee  &  West  Enterprises, 
operating  motion  picture  theaters  in 
Quebec  Province  and  New  York 
state.  His  wife  and  one  daughter- 
survive. 
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TRUE    STORIES    FROM   ALTEC   FILES 


GOLDWYN  SAYS  UA 
PACT  IS  TERMINATED 


Theatre  Patrons 
Aware  of  Results 
of  Sound  Changes 

NEW  JERSEY— "I  was 
skeptical  about  the  Altec 
proposition  to  improve 
the  sound  in  my  circuit 
of  theatres,  as  I  thought 
our  sound  was  excellent. 
However,  the  result  is 
excellent-plus.  The  ex- 
hibitor who  contem- 
plates improving  his 
sound  is  amply  repaid 
for  the  expense."  David  Snaper,  circuit  owner. 

BARBOURVILLE,   KY—       __ 

"Your  engineer,  S.  K. 

Brown,  has  just  made  the  ^^ 

changes  on  my  sound 

equipment,  and  I  feel  it  _»„ 

my  duty  to  write  and 

thank  your  company  and  .  1 

Mr.  Brown  for  making  it      t  „_TO 

possible  to  improve  our       .  ^  ^ 

sound  to  this  extent."       dMk  !  -    B| 

Charles    R.    Mitchell,      ,    B^T    ■ 

owner,  Mitchell  Theatre. 

NEW  YORK  CITY— "Since 
you  increased  the  power 
in  our  theatre  in  accord- 
ance with  your  Altec 
modification  plan,  the 
sound  has  been  so  mark- 
edly improved  that  even 
my  patrons  notice  the 
difference."  Otto  Lederer, 
manager,  Arcadia  The- 
atre. 


1 


k 


KANSAS  CITY,  KAN.— "I 
wish  to  take  this  means 
of  thanking  and  compli- 
menting you  on  the  ex- 
cellent results  obtained 
in  modifying  our  sound 
system.  The  result  is  so 
noticeable  that  even  our 
patrons  are  commenting 
on  the  improved  sound!' 
C.  C.  Wooton,  Manager, 
Jayhawk  Theatre. 


The  Altec  inspector  in  your  neighborhood  will 
gladly  explain  the  Altec  Modification  Plan  for 
the  increase  of  power  and  naturalness  in  the 
sound  of  your  theatre. 


I 
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terminate  his  contract  and  that  until 
such  notification  is  received,  no 
answer  can  be  made.  It  has  been 
TJA's  consistent  position  that  Gold- 
wyn's  contract  continues  to  1945). 

According  to  Steuer's  announce- 
ment to  the  press,  the  termination 
of  Goldwyn's  contract  applies  to  all 
future  pictures  that  may  be  pro- 
duced by  Goldwyn  or  the  company. 
"However,"  the  notice  continued, 
"pictures  previously  produced  by  Mr. 
Gcldwyn  or  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc., 
and  delivered  to  the  United  Artists 
Corp.  will  continue  to  be  distributed 
by  them. 

"Raffles"  His  Last  for  UA 
"  'Raffles,'  Mr.  Goldwyn's  latest 
picture,  which  is  yet  to  be  released, 
will  be  the  last  Goldwyn  production 
to  be  distributed  by  United  Artists." 
Goldwyn's  announcement  climaxed 
a  series  of  events  which  began  with 
his  filing  of  a  suit  here  on  Mar.  2, 
1939.  Charging  violation  of  con- 
tract, Goldwyn  sought  to  have  his 
exclusive  distribution  agreement 
with  UA  terminated.  Successful  liti- 
gation which  would  free  Goldwyn 
from  his  UA  commitments  was  pre- 
dicted by  James  Roosevelt,  his  vice- 
president,  at  various  times.  In  each 
instance,  UA  emphatically  contended 
that  Goldwyn  could  not  legally  re- 
lease through  any  other  company. 

Goldwyn  based  his  suit  on  three 
grounds;  first,  that  UA  breached  its 
contract  in  permitting  Alexander 
Korda  and  Douglas  Fairbanks  to 
form  separate  producing  units  over 
his  consent;  second,  that  Korda  was 
allowed  to  become  interested  in  pic- 
tures others  than  those  for  UA,  and 
third,  that  Korda  was  permitted  to 
dispose  of  certain  pictures  in  Spain 
directly  instead  of  through  UA. 

On  April  7  Goldwyn  withdrew  his 
suit  and  refiled  it  a  few  days  later 
in  U.  S.  District  Court  in  Delaware. 
Para.  Mum  on  Any  Deal 
In  recent  weeks,  there  have  been 
strong  rumors  on  both  coasts  to  the 
effect  that  Goldwyn  would  not  re- 
lease his  current  picture,  "The  West- 
erner," through  UA  and  that  nego- 
tiations had  been  held  with  Para- 
mount. A  high  executive  of  Para- 
mount told  The  Film  Daily  that 
no  deals  could  be  discussed  with 
Goldwyn  as  long  as  he  was  commit- 
ted to  UA. 

It  was  also  said  that  Goldwyn  had 
not  been  voted  the  annual  profit- 
sharing  bonus  during  recent  execu- 
tive huddles  on  the  Coast,  but,  ac- 
cording to  reliable  sources,  the  bonus 
was  voted  to  Goldwyn  but  it  was  not 
picked  up  for  fear  it  would  jeopar- 
dize his  suit  against  the  company. 

According  to  a  statement  issued 
by  Goldwyn's  New  York  office,  the 
one-fifth  interest  which  he  holds  in 
UA  is  not  affected  by  -the  action 
which  concerns  only  the  "release  of 
pictures  made  by  Samuel  Goldwyn 
producing  organization,  which  is  a 
separate  entity."     This  is  taken  by 


Bach  to  Silents 

A  policy  of  old-time  silent  pictures 
was  inaugurated  yesterday  at  the  Miami 
Theater  on  Sixth  Ave.  First  program 
was  "The  Americano"  with  Douglas  Fair- 
banks, surrounded  by  Charley  Chaplin 
shorts.  It  is  planned  to  have  a  lone 
piano  player  supply  the  musical  atmos- 
phere. House  drew  a  good  crowd  of 
curiosity  seekers  yesterday. 


Allied  Leaders,  Members 
Don't  Agree,  Says  Brandt 

In  a  statement  issued  yesterday, 
in  the  wake  of  his  recent  extended 
trip  to  principal  areas  of  the  U.  S., 
Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  as- 
serted that  he  found  the  leaders  of 
Allied  differed  greatly  in  their  opin- 
ions on  industry  matters  from  those 
of  their  members,  and  expressed 
himself  as  "sure  that  many  men  are 
now  campaigning  against  the  Neely 
Bill  who  heretofore  believed  it  was 
beneficial." 

Brandt  added  that  producers  on 
the  Coast  are,  he  found,  alert  to  the 
danger  of  overusing  stars'  drawing 
powers  in  radio  appearances,  and 
that  they  had  expressed  to  him  a 
willingness  to  cooperate  in  preserv- 
ing  this   drawing   power. 

Discussing  the  issue  of  arbitra- 
tion, Brandt  declared  flatly  that  ex- 
hibitors want  it,  and  "if  it  is  not 
secured  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of 
the  theater  owners." 


UA  HAS  FIRST  CALL 
ON  FAIRBANKS  STOCK 


seme  to  mean  that  Goldwyn  plans 
to  continue  as  an  owner  of  the  dis- 
tributing company,  even  though  he 
would  release  through  another  chan- 
nel. 

The  Roosevelt  Angle 

The  formation  of  a  new  independ- 
ent unit  by  James  Roosevelt  is  re- 
garded in  the  trade  as  having  an  im- 
portant part  in  Goldwyn's  plans  for 
outside  distribution,  inasmuch  as  the 
facilities  of  the  Goldwyn  studios  will 
be  made  available  to  the  new  com- 
pany, according  to  an  announcement 
last  week. 

It  is  also  understood  in  the  trade 
that  Goldwyn's  intention  to  termin- 
ate his  contract  with  UA  today  is  an 
invitation  to  the  distributing  com- 
pany to  make  the  first  move  in  at- 
tempting to  enforce  the  agreement. 

A  statement  from  Silverstone  in 
behalf  of  UA  may  be  issued  today. 

Steuer  refused  to  comment  on 
Goldwyn's  action.  "I  only  know  what 
I  have  been  directed  to  release,"  the 
attorney  told  The  Film  Daily. 

Goldwyn's  1/5  Interest  in  UA 
Not  Affected  by  Withdrawal 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Samuel  Goldwyn  re- 
fuses to  discuss  his  future  produc- 
tion and  distribution  plans  at  this 
time  other  than  to  state  that  dis- 
tributing arrangements  for  "The 
Westerner,"  now  in  production  and 
starring  Gary  Cooper  will  be  an- 
nounced later.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
Goldwyn's  ownership  of  1/5  of 
United  Artists,  the  distributing  cor- 
poration, is  not  affected  by  his  ac- 
tion yesterday.  The  action  simply 
affects  release  of  the  pictures  made 
by  the  Samuel  Goldwyn  producing 
organization,  a  separate  entity. 
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banks'  stock  holdings  in  the  com- 
pany was   as  yet  undetermined. 

Silverstone  explained  that  under 
UA's  by-laws,  United  Artists  Cjg}., 
as  an  organization,  had  first  biPP'n 
the  stock  of  a  deceased  or  with- 
drawing member.  If  UA  does  not 
pick  it  up,  it  can  be  sold  to  an  in- 
dividual. 

A  similar  situation  arose  when 
Joseph  M.  Schenck  withdrew  from 
UA.  His  stock  was  purchased  by 
Alexander  Korda,  who  became  an 
owner-member    of   the   company. 

The  UA  chieftain  would  make  no 
comment  on  James  Roosevelt's  an- 
nouncement that  the  latter  was  form- 
ing a  new  independent  production 
unit  at  the  Samuel  Goldwyn  studios. 

As  for  product,  Silverstone  said 
that  all  product  promised  for  this 
season  would  be  produced  and  de- 
livered but  that  next  season's  line- 
up had  not  yet  been  formulated. 
First  of  the  individual  producers 
to  confirm  complete  performance  of 
the  current  season's  plans  was  Ed- 
ward Small,  who  announced  yester- 
day that  seven  productions  would 
be  completed  and  ready  for  release 
before  the  end  of  the  1939-40  period. 


Wilkinson   Rites   Held 

Wallingford,  Conn. — Funeral  ser- 
vices for  George  H.  Wilkerson,  Con- 
necticut's "pioneer  exhibitor,"  opera- 
tor of  the  Wilkinson  Theater  here, 
were  held  Sunday  at  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church.  Wilkinson  died 
Friday  in  his  theater,  where  he  had 
been  active  constantly,  and  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Margaret 
C.  Wilkinson,  and  one  son,  George 
H.  Wilkinson,  Jr. 


A.  J.  6.  Robert  Expires 

Montreal— A.  J.  B.  Roberts,  68, 
proprietor  of  the  Rialto  and  Capitol 
theaters  at  Three  Rivers,  Que.,  died 
at  his  home  in  Three  Rivers  yester- 
day following  a  heart  attack.  His 
wife,    three    sons    and    a    daughter 


Exhibs'  Wife,  Crash  Victim 

Bloomington,  Ind.  —  Mrs.  Harry 
Vonderschmitt,  wife  of  local  the- 
ater operator;  her  daughter,  Thelma 
Vonderschmitt  and  Marjorie  Burris, 
suffered  cuts  and  bruises  when  the 
auto  in  which  they  were  riding  was 
sideswiped  by  another  car  near  In- 
dianapolis. 

Richard  Lunch  Dead 

Detroit — Richard  Lunch,  45,  di- 
rector of  the  DeLuxe  Theater,  De- 
troit, died  at  his  home  in  Wyandotte, 
after  a  lengthy  illness.  Two  daugh- 
ters survive. 


Whiteman's  Father  Dies 

Denver — W.  J.  Whiteman,  72. 
father  of  Paul  Whiteman,  is  dead 
here  from  pneumonia. 
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365  VOTES 

42  STATES  HEARD  FROM 
38  LOCAL  POLLS  RUNNING 


The  critics  and  editors  of  leading  newspapers  and  periodicals 
throughout  the  United  States  are  now  casting  their  votes  for 
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Pictures  of  the  Year 
in  the 
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62V2%  British  Remittance  is  Foreseen  by  GB  Executive 


Dixon    Boardman    to    Confer 

with  U.  S.  Companies 

on  Baird  Television 

(.Continued  from  Page  1) 

lent  to  62%  per  cent.  Boardman 
also  stated  that  Gaumont  British 
theaters  were  now  operating  only  be- 
tween 8  and  10  per  cent  below 
normal,  with  the  attendance  indice 
steadily  rising. 

Boardman  indicated  that  he  would 
speak  to  top  executives  of  both  Met- 
ro and  20th-Fox  while  here  regarding 
Baird  Television,  a  subsidiary  of  GB, 
in  which  company  the  two  American 
majors  own  approximately  a  43  per 
cent  stock  interest  jointly.  He  stated 
that  it  was  completely  indefinite  at 
this  time  as  to  what  Baird  planned 
to  do  here.  Possibility  that  some 
sort  of  licensing  arrangement  for  the 
manufacture  of  equipment  here  had 
been  considered,  he  indicated,  if  such 
plan  was  found  feasible.  He  said 
that  Baird  would  probably  push  its 
theater  tele  more  than  home  sets  if 
anything  is  done  on  this  side. 

He  disclosed  that  Gaumont  British, 
itself  as  a  producing  organization, 
was  not  making  any  pictures  at  this 
time,  with  future  plans  indefinite, 
although  Gainsborough,  a  GB  sub- 
sidiary, was  making  pictures  in  con- 
junction with  20th-Fox  and  Genei'al 
Film  Distributors,  and  had  tentative- 
ly lined  up  one  film  in  which  Metro 
would  be  interested. 

It  was  learned  that  Fox  may 
abandon  its  New  World  production 
company  title  in  England  for  a  20th- 
Fox  title,  but  that  plans  about  this 
were  still  being  worked  on. 

Boardman  said  that  there  was  no 
shortage  of  studio  space,  facilities 
for  production  or  technicians;  single 
problem  was  the  threat  of  Nazi 
bombing. 

The  deal  under  which  20th-Fox 
distributes  GB  product  in  this  coun- 
try may  be  discontinued  if  the  com- 
pany does  not  turn  over  pictures  to 
be  handled  here,  he  said,  adding  that 
the  arrangement  had  been  entered 
into  principally  for  the  purpose  of 
liquidating  GB  product  already  on 
hand  here.  He  emphasized  the  fact, 
however,  that  close  co-operation  ex- 
isted between  the  two  companies  and 
renewals  or  discontinuance  of  ar- 
rangements between  them  could  al- 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Cincinnati  —  Miss  Davira  Libson, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Libson,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager,  RKO 
Midwest  Corp.,  will  be  married 
Christmas  Day  at  the  Netherland 
Plaza  Hotel  at  12:30  p.m.  to  Junius 
Fisher,  president  of  the  General  Dis- 
play Co.     A  reception  will  follow. 


Milwaukee,  Wis. — Miss  Bernadine 
Ryan,  former  Fox  Wisconsin  Amuse- 
ment Corp.  employee  here,  was  mar- 
ried to  Vernon  L.  Olson  in  Dubuque, 
la. 


$20,000  Christmas  Bonus  by  Robb~Roivley 

Dallas,  Texas — Five  hundred  employes  of  the  Robb  &  Rowley  Theaters,  scattered 
through  the  Southwest,  will  be  given  $20,000  in  Christmas  bonuses,  H.  6.  Robb,  presi- 
dent, has  announced.     This  will  amount  to  about  two  weeks'  salary  for  each. 


Six  Weeks  Before  Any  More 
N.Y.C.  Houses  Get  "GWTW" 


Mass  Meetings  to  Speed 
Ohio  War  on  Air's  "Turns'' 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  the  Metropolitan  area,  indications 
are  that  it  will  not  be  done  for  at 
least  six  weeks.  It  has  been  re- 
ported unofficially  that  the  picture 
would  play  the  Valencia,  Jamaica; 
Metropolitan,  Brooklyn,  and  the 
Paradise,  The  Bronx,  but  to  date 
the  subject  has  not  gone  beyond  the 
conversation  stage  among  Loew  ex- 
ecutives. 

All  three  theaters  are  dated  up 
with  important  product  until  the 
middle  of  January  and  it  appears 
unlikely,  according  to  one  official, 
that  these  pictures  will  be  pushed 
back  to  permit  "Wind"  to  open  with- 
in   a    six-week    period. 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  will  prob- 
ably not  show  in  second-  and  third- 
run  houses  before  two  years'  time, 
David  O.  Selznick  said  yesterday. 
Stating  that  film  will  be  released 
generally  within  a  short  time  in  key 
cities,  probably  by  the  end  of  Janu- 
ary, he  said  that  it  would  take  two 
years  before  it  reached  second-  and 
third-run   nabe   houses. 


Adams,  WB  Controller 

London  (By  Cable) — Warners  has 
appointed  Keith  E.  Adams  as  cir- 
cuits controller. 


ways  be  satisfactorily  worked  out. 

Boardman  expressed  the  opinion 
that  blocked  currencies  in  England 
of  American  companies  could  be  used 
for  production  purposes  or  purchas- 
ing theaters,  materials  or  equipment 
without  any  interference  from  the 
Government,  although  no  definite  rul- 
ign  has  been  handed  down  as  yet.  He 
also  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
was  not  likely  any  change  would 
be  made  in  the  present  quota  provi- 
sions for  the  time  being,  although 
some  modification  might  be  effected 
if  found  absolutely  necessary. 

When  asked  if  any  proposed  cred- 
it bank  plans,  or  other  financing  ar- 
rangements reportedly  under  discus- 
sion, might  be  effectuated,  he  said 
there  was  nothing  that  had  tran- 
spired recently  to  give  any  indica- 
tion of  agreement  on  any  financing 
plans  for  production. 

A  hopeful  note  for  a  further  gain 
in  theater  operations  was  sounded  by 
Boardman,  who  said  that  getting 
away  from  the  stagger  system  in 
London  was  under  discussion  now. 
with  theater  operators  hopeful  all 
houses  would  be  allowed  to  remain 
open  until  11  at  night  in  the  near 
future  in  London  and  also  in  other 
evacuation  areas. 


(Continued  from  Page   \) 

cording  to  Wood,  each  participating 
theater  will  be  assessed  three  cents 
per  seat;  in  event  the  award  is  paid 
out  each  house  will  be  assessed  their 
pro  rata  share  of  the  prize  money. 
Initial  fund  is  merely  to  guarantee 
payment.  When  the  campaign  is 
ended,  the  money  held  in  deposit 
will  be  returned  to  the  contributing 
theaters. 

Three  mass  meetings  have  been 
called  by  Wood  for  this  week,  when 
final  details  will  be  worked  out  and 
a  definite  number  of  participating 
houses  ascertained.  Meetings  sched- 
uled are:  Cincinnati,  at  the  Variety 
Club  tomorrow;  Thursday,  Cleve- 
land, ITO  offices  in  Film  Bldg.,  and 
Friday,  Columbus  at  the  Variety 
Club. 

Wood  stated  that  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  assure  the  success  of 
the  campaign.  Trailers,  banners, 
one-sheets,  throwaways  and  news- 
paper publicity  are  in  the  offing. 


Marcus  Loew's  Theaters 

Will  Clean  Up  Arrears 

Montreal — Balance  of  arrears  of 
dividend  on  the  preferred  stock  of 
Marcus  Loew's  Theaters,  Ltd..  will 
be  paid  off  within  two  years,  F.  M. 
Kimbark,  vice-president,  told  share- 
holders at  the  annual  meeting.  These 
arrears  total  $14  a  share  and  have 
in  recent  years  been  reduced  an- 
nually by  payments  of  $7  a  share, 
along  with  the  regular  dividends. 
Kimbark  stated  that  earnings  since 
the  year  ended  Aug.  30  were  about 
at  the  same  level  as  in  the  previous 
year.  Reports  were  approved  and 
directors  re-elected. 


Two  Majors  Said  Talking 

Settlement  of  Ford  Suit 

Chicago — Negotiations  with  two 
defendant  companies  looking  to  an 
out  of  court  settlement  of  the  pend- 
ing anti-trust  suit  brought  by  Frank 
Ford,  operating  the  Stadium  theater, 
Evanston,  are  proceeding  apace,  it 
was  learned  last  night.  Identity  of 
the  two  majors  was  not  disclosed. 

RKO  Sets  Four  Deals 

Four  additional  circuit  deals  for 
1939-40  product  were  announced  yes- 
terday by  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice- 
president.  Pacts  were  signed  with 
the  Publix-Nace  circuit  of  Arizona, 
Anderson  circuit  of  Illinois,  the  De- 
mordaunt-Drennent  Circuit  of  Idaho 
and  the  Netco  houses  in  upstate  New 
York. 


EXCHANGE  EMPLOYES 
NEW  PACT  SIGNED! 

(Continued  from  Page  1)   ^W' 

Nov.  30,  1941.  Joint  committee  rep- 
resenting the  major  companies  and 
the  union  negotiated  the  pact  in 
three  meetings.  No  mention  was 
made  as  to  whether  or  not  increases 
had  been  granted,  but  it  was  be- 
lieved that  an  increase  was  put  into 
effect. 


Briefs  Ordered  by  Court 

in  Westway  Trust  Action;, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eral  Judge  W.  Calvin  Chestnut  re- 
serving  decision. 

Terming  the  legal  questions  in- 
volved as  "intricate,"  the  Court 
stated  that  the  case  would  require 
"a  great  deal  of  study"  before  de- 
cision could  be  announced. 

Defense  attorneys,  in  their  sum- 
mation, told  the  judge  that  if 
he  outlawed  the  agreements  which 
the  Durkee  Enterprises  has  with 
the  distributors,  his  decicion  would 
upset  the  entire  marketing  ma- 
chinery of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try. In  these  agreements,  it  had 
been  brought  out  in  testimony,  a 
Durkee  theater  was  given  the  right 
to  show  pictures  fourteen  days  be- 
fore an  independent  theater  in  the 
same   neighborhood. 

Attorneys  for  the  owners  of  the 
Westway  argued  that  the  fourteen- 
day  "clearance"  of  the  Durkee  the- 
ater over  the  Westway  was  an  un- 
reasonable restraint  of  trade.  The 
Westway  owners  are  Leo  H.  Homand 
and  J.  Marsh  Matthews.  The  dis- 
tributors named  in  the  complaint  are 
Warner  Brothers-Vitagraph,  Inc., 
United  Artists,  Paramount,  Loew's, 
Inc.;  Universal,  Columbia  and  Twen- 
tieth Century-Fox  Film  Corporation. 


DuPont  Answer  Contends 

Pathe  Contract  Illegal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

contract  made   Feb.   1925,   and  that 
it  subsequently  boosted  the  price. 

The  answer  denies  that  the  con- 
tract is  still  in  force  and  additional- 
ly claims  that  the  Robinson-Patman 
Act  prohibiting  price  discrimination 
made  the  contract  illegal. 


Six  Weeks  for  "Dr.  IQ" 

Denver — "Doctor  IQ,"  with  Lew 
Valentine  is  playing  a  six  weeks'  en- 
gagement  at   the    Denver   theater. 


STORKS! 


Cincinnati — Carl  Rohs,  Cynthiana, 
Ky.,  exhib,  is  father  of  a  new  baby 
girl. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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United  Artists  to  Resist  Goldwyn  Termination  Move 

HOEW'SJEPORTS  YEARTTPROFIT  OF  $1841,530 

70  Fox  Intermountain  Theaters  Fight  Air  Giveaways 


ii 


oDouble    "Turns"    Award    Of- 
fered in  Denver,  $1,500 
in  Outside  Houses 

Denver — With  the  offer  of  double 
('the  amount  offered  on  the  Turns' 
'"Pot  o'  Gold"  program,  Fox  Inter- 
':mountain  theaters  in  Denver  ex- 
'Jpect  to  see  a  decided  drop  in  the 
''number  that  stay  at  home  to  listen 
'to  that  program. 

Eleven  of  the  Fox  Denver  the- 
aters will  give  to  any  Coloradoan 
called  on  the  Turns  program  double 
'the  amount  offered  providing  the 
'person  called  answers  to  his  name 
"as  soon  as  announced  in  the  theater. 
Programs  will  interrupt  for  the  an- 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

NEWSREELCAMERAMEN 

SIGN  NEW  WAGE  PACT 


Agreement  between  the  five  news- 
freel  companies  and  the  Cameramen's 
"Union,  Local  644,  IATSE,  was  signed 
yesterday,  granting  a  10  per  cent 
wage  increase  retro-active  to  Oct.  2. 
Conditions  governing  the  swapping 
|of  prints  and  working  hours  also 
were  included  in  the  new  contract. 


Blumberg  to  Resume  Product 

Talks  on  Coast  After  Jan.  1 

i  

,i  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  Universal  pres- 
ident, returns  to  Hollywood  shortly 
after  the  first  of  the  year  when  pro- 
duction activity  will  increase  to 
record  proportions,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday.  Continuing  dis- 
cussions on  the  completion  of  this 
(.Continued  on  Page  7) 

Woonsocket  Theater  Men 
Lose  License  Fee  Fight 

Providence — While  agreeing  with 
the  Bijou  Amusement  Co.,  et  al, 
Woonsocket  theater  operators,  that 
a  municipality  has  no  power  to  raise 
revenue  by  taxation  unless  such 
power   is   clearly   granted  to   it   by 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"GWTW"  Screen's  Greatest  Milestone 

Last  night  stars  fell  twice  on  New  York's  famous  Broadway  as  M-G-M  tendered  a 
twin  premiere  at  the  Capitol  and  Astor  Theaters  to  David  O.  Selznick's  production, 
"Gone  With  the  Wind."  Salient  reaction  of  the  brilliant  audiences,  which  contained 
more  than  450  nationally  known  personages,  prominent  on  the  pages  of  Who's  Who  and 
the  Social  Register,  were  that  here  is  the  greatest  milestone  yet  attained  by  the 
screen;  that  the  film  fuily  merits  the  highest  notes  of  praise  lavished  upon  it;  and 
that  it  exceeds   the  fondest  expectations  of  all  who  awaited   it. 

Last  night's  onlookers  in  both  houses  not  only  applauded  thunderously  the  inception 
and  finale,  but  gave  ovations  to  many  of  the  intermediate  scenes  which  were  super- 
charged with  drama.  Selznick's  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  is  monumental  entertainment, 
magnificently  directed,  acted  and  photographed.  Its  Technicolor  is  superb.  That  the 
film  will  be  pre-eminent  among  the  10  best  pictures  of  1940,  polling  the  most  votes 
yet  registered  by  any  attraction  in  history,  appears  to  be  its  deserved  destiny.  (Turn  to 
"Along  the  Rialto"  on  Page  4  for  premiere  report;  turn  to  Page  5  for  camera  glimpses 
of  industry  notables  at  the  dual  premiere;  turn  to  Page  8  for  review  of  premiere's 
telecast.)— MORRIS 


30  P.C  of  NBC  Television  Programs 
In  First  Eight  Mos.  Comprised  Films 


Despite  the  united  front  main- 
tained by  the  majors  against  the  re- 
lease of  films  for  television,  NBC 
in  the  first  eight  months  of  tele- 
casting has  relied  upon  films  for  30 
per  cent  of  its  programs,  the  com- 
pany's year-end  television  survey, 
made  public  yesterday,  discloses. 

Pointing  out  that  the  telecast 
schedule  in  the  period  rose  from  two 


hours  a  week  to  about  15  hours,  com- 
prising two  programs  daily,  five 
times  a  week,  NBC  said  the  break- 
down additionally  showed  40  per  cent 
of  live  talent  programs  and  another 
30  per  cent  of  outside  programs,  re- 
layed by  the  NBC  mobile  station. 

Films  used  have  included  features 
obtained  from  indie  and  foreign  pix 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Industry  Gains  Speeding 

Pacific   Northwest  Buying 

Industry  in  general  appears  to  be 
booming  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  and 
although  theaters  have  not  yet  felt 
the  effects  of  the  apparent  prosper- 
ity,   exhibitors    are    buying    product 

(.Continued  on  Page  4) 


IATSE  to  Again  Demand 

Booth  Measurre  Passage 

Albany  —  IATSE's  program  bill 
providing  for  two  men  in  projection 
booths  will  be  pushed  at  the  1940 
session  of  the  legislature  convening 
here  Jan.  3,  it  was  made  known  after 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


UA  Will  Resist  Goldwyn  Termination 
Move/  New  Suit  by  Producer  Revealed 


"U"  Advances  Dan  Kelly 

to  Talent-Handling  Post 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Dan  Kelly  has  been 
advanced  from  associate  executive 
post  by  Universal  on  a  new  two-year 
deal.  He  will  handle  negotiations  for 

(.Continued  on  Page  8) 


Denying  that  United  Artists  had 
breached  its  contract  with  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Murray  Silverstone,  UA 
top  executive,  yesterday  reiterated 
former  statements  in  which  he  said 
that  the  company  would  resist  "in 
every  legal  way  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  or 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  to   distribute  pic- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Slightly     Below     Last    Year; 

Equals  $71.98  on  Pfd., 

$5.48  on  Common 

Net  income  of  Loew's  Inc.,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  Aug.  31,  last,  was 
$9,841,530.61,  representing  a  drop  of 
$83,404  under  the  corresponding  per- 
iod last  year. 

According  to  the  statement  issued 
yesterday  by  David  Bernstein,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer,  the  com- 
pany's share  of  net  profit  for  the 
1939  fiscal  year  was  equivalent  to 
$71.98  per  share  on  outstanding  pre- 
ferred stock  and  $5.48  per  share  on 
average  common  stock,  after  deduct- 
ing preferred  dividend. 

The  corresponding  profits  for  the 
prior  year  on  the  same  basis  were 
$72.59   per   share    on   the   preferred 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

UA  TO  AWTWO  NEW 
PRODUCERS  NEXT  YEAR 


United  Artists  will  add  at  least 
two  new  producers  next  season, 
Murray  Silverstone  declared  at  a 
press  conference  yesterday,  follow- 
ing a  board  meeting. 

UA's  top  exec,  stated  that  the 
company  would  release  15  big  pix 
between  Jan.  1  and  June  15.  Ed- 
ward Small,  Silverstone  said,  had 
completed    deals   for   new   financing 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

SAG  Execs.  Talk  One  Big 
Union  at  AAAA  Meeting 

Ralph  Morgan,  president,  and 
Kenneth  Thomson,  secretary,  of  the 
Screen  Actors'  Guild  yesterday  met 
at  their  request  with   4A's   Council 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Film  Delivery  by  House 

Employes  Banned  by  IA 

Detroit  —  Ruling  against  theater 
employes  transporting  film  will  go 
into    effect    for    the    Michigan    ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 


Am.     Seat 

Col.  Piers,  vtc.  (2i/2% 
Columbia    Picts.    pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.     Fm.     Ind.     pfd. 

East.    Kodak    

do    pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

do     pfd 

Paramount      

Paramount     1st     pfd.. 
Paramount    2nd    pfd.. 

Pathe     Film     

RKO     

20th    Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do     pfd 

NEW  YORK 


)     6'/2         6%         63/g    +       l/8 
161/2       163/8       163/s    —      3/8 


8V4         8  8—I/4 
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BOND    MARKET 
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Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46     .  . 
Loew's   deb.   3V2S46..    . 
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Para.     Picts.     6s55 
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RKO    6s41     51  i/s     51         51       —     1/4 

Warner  Bros.'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.' dbs.  6s48 

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 1  1  1  

Sonotone   Corp 1S/S       1  Vi       IVi     

Technicolor    133/4     13%     13%     

Trans-Lux     1 1/4       1  Vi        1 V8  — 

Universal    Corp.    vtc.       2%       2%       2% 
Universal    Picts 9  8V2       9 
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N.    Y.    OVER-THE-COUNTER    SECURITIES 

Bid      Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd lOOVi  104 

Fox   Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st    '46 

Loew's  Thea.    Realty   6s    1st   '47 

Met.   Playhouse,    Inc.  2nd  deb.  '45..    69         71 
Roxy    Thea.    Bldg.    4s    1st    '57 
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FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


First  Newsreel  Theater  Eric  Sabers  Forms  Company 

in  Chi.  Loop  Bowing  In      to  Make  French  Films  Here 


Chicago — Telenews  Theater,  first 
Loop  newsreel  house,  will  open  Fri- 
day with  a  preview.  The  house 
will  start  its  regular  programs  on 
Saturday  with  a  25  cent  admission 
for  an  hour-long  show.  Sylvan 
Goldfinger,  formerly  with  B  &  K, 
will    be    managing    director. 


San  Francisco — The  Circle  Thea- 
ter has  opened  as  a  newsreel  the- 
ater, after  complete  renovation  and 
installation  of  latest  sound  and  pro- 
jection   equipment. 


Pittsburgh  —  The  Harris  Amuse- 
ment Co.  has  converted  the 
Family  Theater  from  a  subsequent 
run  to  a  strictly  newsreel  house. 
Same  change  in  policy  at  the  Pal- 
ace Theater  in  the  downtown  section 
proved  successful. 


Aylesworth  Leaving  Paper 
to  Open  N.  Y.  Law  Offices 

Merlin  H.  Aylesworth,  former 
RKO  prexy  and  board  head,  yester- 
day announced  his  resignation  as 
publisher  of  the  New  York  World- 
Telegram,  effective  Dec.  31.  An- 
nouncement coincided  with  his  ad- 
mission to  the  New  York  Bar. 

Former  film  exec,  will  establish 
law  offices  in  Rockefeller  Center  and 
will  function  as  counsel  and  ad- 
viser to  corporations,  business  and 
professional  men  in  their  problems 
growing  out  of  the  complicated  New 
Deal  legislation  affecting  corporate 
action,  taxation,  labor,  wages  and 
hours  and  public  relations. 

Noel  S.  Macneish,  World-Telegram 
business  manager,  will  succeed 
Aylesworth   as   publisher. 


Sabers  Films,  Inc.,  headed  by 
Eric  Sabers,  which  was  recently 
chartered  in  Albany,  plans  to  pro- 
duce French  pictures  in  New  York, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  Sabers 
has  rights  to  a  number  of  French 
properties  and  also  represents  a 
number  of  French  producers  who 
have  additional  properties. 

He  also  plans  to  distribute  French 
pictures  here  which  he  is  interested 
in,  it  was  said.  Sabers  is  currently 
negotiating  with  financial  interests 
here.  He  will  produce  in  New 
York  if  his  plans  go  through,  it  is 
stated. 


Schreiber  vs.  Schreiber 

Trial  In  Late  Spring 

Detroit — Suit  of  Jacob  Schreiber 
against  Raymond  Schreiber,  chal- 
lenging the  latter's  present  posses- 
sion of  the  Colonial  and  four  other 
theaters,  will  be  assigned  for  trial 
in  Circuit  Court,  coming  up  late 
next  Spring  according  to  estimate 
of  the  court  calendar,  Ray  Schreiber 
said,  following  failure  of  negotia- 
tions for  a  settlement. 

Suit  of  Raymond  Schreiber  against 
Co-operative  Theaters  in  Federal 
Court,  charging  conspiracy,  etc., 
was  recently  postponed  to  allow  de- 
termination of  ownership  in  the  first 
case,  and  it  is  assumed  further  post- 
ponement will  be  granted  till  the 
case  is  tried. 


Raphaelson  Suit  Against 

Robert  T.  Kane  Settled 


Suit  of  Samson  Raphaelson  against 
Pobert  T.  Kane  for  alleged  breach 
"f  an  employment  contract  was  set- 
tled yesterday  in  the  New  York  Su- 
preme Court  at  the  start  of  trial. 
Attorneys  for  both  parties  refused 
to  divulge  terms  of  the  settlement. 
Suit  asked  $25,000. 


Schines  to  Erect  New 

Theaters  in  Md.,  Ohio 


Easton,  Md. — Already  represented 
here  by  the  Avalon  and  the  Music 
Hall,  Schine  interests,  via  the  Chesa- 
peake Theaters  Corp.,  has  purchased 
a  new  theater  site  in  S.  Washington 
St.,  from  the  Easton  National  Bank. 


Norwalk,  O. — Schine,  according  to 
report,  will  build  a  new  house  here 
in  1940  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Forum  which  will  either  be  con- 
verted into  a  B  house   or  closed. 


Paris,  Ky. — Schines  will  open  their 
new  local  theater  Dec.  29. 


British  Grand  National 

to  Produce  8  Features 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Grand  Na- 
tional Pictures,  Ltd.,  has  lined  up  a 
production  program  of  eight  fea- 
tures, first  of  which  will  go  before 
the  cameras  this  month.  Company 
has  just  completed  two  pictures, 
most  pretentious  of  which  is  "The 
Stars  Look  Down,"  with  Michael 
Redgrave,  Margaret  Lockwood  and 
Emlyn  Williams.  Pix,  from  A.  J. 
Cronin  story,  was  budgeted  at  $500,- 
000.  Several  TJ  S.  majors  are  inter- 
ested in  acquiring  American  distri- 
bution rights. 


"Blue  Bird"  Opens  Jan.  17 
at  Hollywood,  New  York 

Twentieth-Fox's  "The  Blue  Bird," 
Shirley  Temple  starrer,  will  open 
as  a  roadshow  at  the  Hollywood 
theater  here  Jan.  17,  the  film  com- 
pany yesterday  leasing  the  house 
from  Warners.  Pix  will  be  shown 
twice  daily  at  advanced  prices,  either 
$2.20    or   $1.65   top. 


Legit.  For  Less  Than 

Films  in  Chi.'s  Loop 

Chicago — "Springtime  for  Henry," 
at  the  Erlanger,  is  bidding  for  film 
audience  patronage,  offering  300 
seats  nightly  at  55  cents  as  against 
the  standard  75  cents  in  Loop  film 
houses.  "Henry"  stars  Edward 
Everett  Horton. 


commG  mid  come 


RIAN  JAMES,  screen  writer,  is  here  for  a 
vacation  before  starting  work  on  a  new  film 
for   Hal    Roach. 

ANN   RUTHERFORD   is  at  the  Waldorf 


Ik 


wood 


BOGART    ROGERS   has   returned    to    I 
after  a   short  stay   here. 

SIC  SCHLAGER   has   returned   to   the   Coast. 

DIXON  BOARDMAN,  Gaumont  British  direc- 
tor,  has  arrived   here   from   England   on   business 

ALLAN   JONES  flies  to  the  Coast  tonight. 

MARY  MARTIN  leaves  New  York  for  her 
home   in  Texas   to   spend   the   holidays 

ERNST  LUBITSCH  is  expected  here  shortly 
after  the  first  of  the  year  when  he  starts  a 
lengthy   vacation 

RUTH  GORDON  has  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the   Coast. 

MAURICE  MOSCOVICH  has  arrived  here  from 
Hollywood   for  a  stay  of  about  a   month. 

EDWIN  FADIMAN  of  National  Pictures,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  has  left  for  Miami  Beach 
to    spend    the    holidays. 


Sponsored  Kiddie  Shows 

In  Five  Loew-Poli  Towns 


New  Haven  —  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
Loew-Poli  division  manager,  re- 
ports that  five  of  the  seven  circuit 
towns  have  sold  their  theaters  to 
local  merchants  for  sponsorship  of 
special  Xmas  kiddie  shows,  to  be  run 
mornings. 


Roy  Walker  Hospitalized 

Fort  Worth — Stricken  here  while 
on  tour  of  Texas  Congressional  dis- 
tricts for  Neely  bill  conferences,  Roy 
L.  Walker,  of  Mampasas,  president 
of  the  Texas  Theater  Owners  Pro- 
tective Association  is  hospitalized 
at  Cook  Memorial.  Illness  is  attri- 
buted  to   overwork. 


Ohio  Co-op  Sets  Deals 

Cleveland — Milton  A.  Mooney  of 
Co-Operative  Theaters  of  Ohio  has 
closed  deals  with  Metro,  20th-Fox, 
UA,  Columbia  and  Universal  for  his 
clients  in  southern  Ohio  and  with 
Metro,  20th-Fox,  Warners,  Univer- 
sal and  Columbia,  for  his  northern 
Ohio  members. 


It's  "Slightly  Honorable" 

"Slightly  Honorable"  is  the  final 
title  of  Walter  Wanger's  production 
based  on  F.  G.  Presnell's  "Send  An- 
other Coffin." 


Look  At  This  Ad  Again 

and    remember    it   when 
you    need    a    messenger 

Experienced      Dependable 

call 
ABBYE   ERRAND   SERVICE 

Circle  6-5314 


Will    handle    any    type    of 
errand,   reasonable   in  cost. 
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The  interior  !obb;y  of  Radio  City  Music  Hall.   Block-long  lines  outside  wait  to  see  "Balalaika." 

IMPOSSIBLE! 


They  should  be  doing  Christmas  shopping! 
They  prefer  to  see  M-G-M's  "BALALAIKA"! 
Bringing  new  records  to  Radio  City  Music  Hall! 
Biggest  December  opening  in  its  history! 
Greatest  Pre-Xmas  Week  it  ever  enjoyed! 
Held  Over!   Who  said  "Seasonal  slump"? 
BALALAIKA"  has  proved  itself  the  hard  way! 
A  rousing,  thrilling  musical  comedy  sensation 
Destined  for  front  rank  in  M-G-M's  Parade  of  Hits! 


n 


"BALALAIKA"  starring  NELSON  EDDY,  Ilona  Massey  with  Charlie  Ruggles  •  Frank  Morgan  •  Lionel  Atwill  •  C.  Aubrey  Smith  •  Joyce  Compton 
Dalies  Frantz  •  Screen  Play  by  Leon  Gordon,  Charles  Bennett,  Jacques  Deval  •  Based  upon  the  Play  "Balalaika"  •  Book  and  Lyrics  by  Eric 
Maschwitz  •  Music  by  George  Posford  and  Bernard  Grun  •  Directed  by  Reinhold  Schunzel  •  Produced  by  Lawrence  Weingarten  •  An  M-G-M  Picture 
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70  FOX-MT.  THEATERS 
FIGHT  AIR  GIVEAWAYS 
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nouncement.  With  the  radio  pro- 
gram being  on  Tuesday  night  the 
cash  offer  falls  on  the  same  night 
as  the  Ford  giveaway  and  cash 
drawings,  and  is  expected  to  pack 
everyone  of  the  Fox  theaters  partici- 
pating to  capacity. 

The  Broadway,  usually  running 
carryovers  from  the  Orpheum,  an 
RKO  house,  will  not  participate  in 
any  of  the  offers. 

In  the  Fox  Intermountain  terri- 
tory, covering  Fox  theaters  in  both 
the  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  exchange 
areas,  all  Fox  theaters  will  offer  to 
match  any  offer  made  by  Turns,  but 
with  a  limit  of  $1,500,  providing  the 
person  called  is  in  the  theater  at 
the  time.  There  is  no  limit  in  Den- 
ver— just  double   the   Turns'    offer. 

In  all,  some  70  Fox  theaters  in 
Colorado,  Wyoming,  Nebraska,  New 
Mexico,  Montana,  Idaho  and  Utah 
are  participating  in  the  radio  give- 
away counter-offensive. 

As  if  to  emphasize  that  the  the- 
ater move  is  not  aimed  at  radio  as 
such,  Fox  Intermountain  has  closed 
a  deal  with  KOA  which  gives  the 
theaters  a  five-minute  air  period 
daily  and  one  15-minute  program 
weekly  in  exchange  for  trailers  run- 
ning in  all  Denver  Fox  situations. 
Trailers  feature  KOA  and  NBC  pro- 
grams, personalities,  etc. 

On  the  basis  of  an  estimated  mini- 
mum 150,000  weekly  paid  admissions 
to  the  12  Denver  houses,  KOA  fig- 
ures that  in  a  year's  time  about  8,- 
000,000  persons  will  view  the  station 
trailers,  to  be  made  in  Hollywood. 
Ninety-seven  other  circuit  theaters 
will  also  use  the  trailers  at  inter- 
vals. 


Michigan  Insurance  Co.  Weighs 
Giveaway  Underwriting 

Detroit — Leading  insurance  com- 
pany operating  in  many  states  may 
write  exhibitor  policies  insuring  the- 
ater operators  against  radio  give- 
away opposition  under  the  plan 
originated  by  Bob  Livingston,  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  theater  man.  Insurance 
company,  it  was  learned,  was  ap- 
proached by  exhibs.  and  is  assemb- 
ling  data. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the   following  on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER  20 

Irene    Dunne 

William   C.    Hyer 
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"The  surest  pledge  of  a  deathless  name 
Is  the  silent  homage  of  thoughts  unspoken." 

— Longfellow. 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  IT  was  not  the  articulate  praise but  the  thoughts  un- 
spoken  which    conveyed    so    eloquently    last    night that    the 

name  "Gone  With  the  Wind" will  be  a  deathless  one in  the 

annals  of  film  entertainment for  awed  were   the   audiences 

which  filed  out  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Astor long  after  midnight 

at  the  conclusion  of  the  twin  premiere  performances of  this 

history -making  picture which  is  itself  made  of  history 

▼  T  T 

•  •     •     ONE  could  clearly  see by  the  measured  exodus 

of  the  brilliant  throngs  of  celebrities from  auditorium  to  side- 
walks  after  having  eye-witnessed  the  unforgettable  spectacle 

that  Broadway  and  the  year  1939  were  unrealities so 

vividly  had  they  lived  the  Civil  War  times,  circumstances  and 

events portrayed  upon  the  screens  of  the  two  theaters 

during  the  three  hours  and  forty  minutes  which  had  just  elapsed 

It  was  by  their  silent  homage  that  the  notables  revealed 

the  fullness  of  their  hearts their  overwhelming  enthusiasm 

for  the  picture and  their  appreciation  of  the  Selznick  genius 

which  more  than  successfully yes,  triumphantly 

brought  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  into  the  kingdom  of  celluloid. . . . 
in  a  form  which  forever  stills  the  voices  of  those  questioners 
of  the  past who  had  asked: "Can  the  film  version  pos- 
sibly be  as  good  as  the  book?" Last  night's  audiences 

critical,  sophisticated,  discriminating and,  above  all,  intensely 

human answered  by  according  the  Selznick-M-G-M  produc- 
tion  the  surest  pledge! 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     ALL  the  glamor  deserved  by  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 

was  extended  to  it  last  night and  while  Clark  Gable  was  the  lead- 
ing man  on  the   Capitol  and   Astor  screens it   must  be   recorded 

that  the  leading  man  on  the  score  of  the  premieres'  other  festivities 

was  Howard  Dietz who  set  down  the  policy  of  dignity as  that 

which  must   characterize  the   dual   events and   it   did Hence 

there  was  a  deft  touch  to  the  proceedings which  was  as  far  re- 
moved from  ordinary  ballyhoo as  planet  from  planet 

Y  Y  ▼ 

•  •  •  HISTORY-MAKING  was  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
Mm nor  the  fact  that  M-G-M  can  claim  that  the  most  dis- 
tinguished  audiences ever   to   witness   a  film's   opening   on 

Broadway were  present  at  the  Astor  and  the  Capitol 

for  when  NBC  whisked  its  television  camera  crew  to  the  lobby 

of  the  Capitol it  marked  the  first  time  television  has  been 

utilized  for  a  Broadway  opening There  was  a  Martian  note 

in  the  Capitol's  end  of  the  twin-showing for  the  celebrity- 
studded  lobby  from  eight  to  nine  o'clock revealed  the  illum- 
ination not  only  of  television  lights the  grenade  like  flashes 

of  news   photographers'   bulbs and   the   aerial-searchlight 

effect  of  the   giant  sunlight  arcs which   Charles  Ross   had 

toted  to  the  scene  on  huge  trucks and  all  this  to  the  subdued 

hum  of  newsreel  camera  gears 

Y  Y  Y 

•  •      •     STILL  more  history  was  made for  the  largest   detail 

of  police  ever  assigned  to  a  New  York  theater  opening kept  the 

crowds  at  the  Astor  in  order and  a  similar  detail  guardianed  the 

CaPito1 Spectators  were  well  behaved  and  no  disorders  were  re- 
ported  Scores  of  photographers  covered  the  lobby  of  each  house 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     HISTORY  was  made  LAST  nite! . . . 


UA  TO  ADD  TWO  NEW 
PRODUCERS  NEXT  YEAR 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  would  produce  a  continuous  ser- 
ies of  pictures.  David  O.  Selznick 
will  continue  to  produce  for  VA  re- 
lease, Silverstone  declared  *con- 
firming  Selznick's  similar  staTfement 
on  Monday. 

The  company's  domestic  business 
is  approximately  $8,000,000  ahead  of 
last  year,  it  was  asserted  by  Sil- 
verstone. 


Industry  Gains  Speeding 
Pacific  Northwest  Buying 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  the  strength  of  prospects.  Wil- 
liam Heineman,  Universal's  Western 
division  manager,  recently  returned 
to  New  York  from  a  tour  of  his  di- 
vision and  reported  that  sales  along 
the  Pacific  Coast  and  in  the  North- 
west were  well  ahead  of  the  same 
period  last  year  despite  the  fact  that 
theater  business  is  off. 

Lumber  business  is  up  25  per  cent 
and  farmers  in  Eastern  Washington 
had  a  good  wheat  crop  and  were  get- 
ting good  prices,  Heineman  said. 
Conditions  in  the  Butte,  Mont.,  area, 
he  continued,  are  the  best  in  20 
years.  Miners  are  receiving  a  mini- 
mum wage  of  $6.50  a  day,  with  the 
scale  running  up  to  $12.50.  Heine- 
man  advanced  the  theory  that  the- 
aters are  not  benefitting  at  this  time 
by  the  increased  flow  of  money  be- 
cause people  in  those  areas  are  pay- 
ing their  accumulated  debts,  but  that 
the  theaters  will  be  due  for  heavy 
patronage  in  the  very  near  future. 

Even  though  exhibitors  are  com- 
plaining bitterly,  especially  neighbor- 
hood operators  in  Northern  Cali- 
fornia, they  have  not  lost  their  op- 
timism, Heineman  said. 


IATSE  Again  to  Demand 

Booth  Measure  Passage 



{Continued  from  Page  1) 

huddle  of  the  AFL  executive  commit- 
tee meeting. 

Last  year,  under  sponsorship  of 
Assemblyman  Bob  Crews  of  Brook- 
lyn, unsuccessful  candidate  for 
Sheriff  in  November,  the  bill  was 
reported  out  of  committee,  moved 
through  second  and  third  readings, 
but  was  soundly  beaten  on  the  final 
roll-call.  IATSE  members  expect 
1940,  an  election  year  for  legisla- 
tors, will  provide  a  different  finish 
to    the    story. 


Juve.  Skater,  Honor  Guest 

"Babs"  Savage,  seven-year-old  ac- 
tress and  skater,  will  be  the  guest 
of  honor  at  the  formal  opening  of 
the  Rockefeller  skating  pond  to- 
night. 


Bonus  Time 

RKO  Service  Corp.  has  awarded  a 
Christmas  bonus  to  its  employes.  Those 
receiving  up  to  $25  per  week  will  get 
one  week's  salary,  those  earning  be- 
tween $25  and  $40  will  receive  a  flat 
$25. 
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Industry  Notables  At  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  Premiere 


Nicholas  M.  Schenck,  president  of  Loew's,  and  Mrs.  Schenck. 


Will  H.  Hays,  MPPDA  president, 
and  Mrs.  Hays. 

At   left,  Joseph    R.  Vogel    (left),  director 

of  Loew's,  Inc.,  and  Howard  Dietz,  Metro's 

advertising-publicity    director. 


At  right,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Radio  sales 

chief,    and    Mrs.    Bartlett,    Mrs.    Depinet's 

sister. 


Jules  Levy,   former   RKO  sales  exec. 


William   F.  Rodgers,   Metro  sales  chief,  and  Mrs.  Rodgers. 


C.    C.    Moskowitz,    vice-president   of 
Loew's,  Inc. 


John  Hay  Whitney,  board  chairman  of 
Selznick- International. 


At  left,  C.  C.   Pettijohn,   MPPDA  general 
counsel,  and  party. 


At  right,  Max  A.  Cohen,  president  of 
New  York  Allied,  and  Mrs.  Cohen. 
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UA  TO  FIGHT  GOLDWYN 
TERMINATION  MOVE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tures  through  any  distributor  other 
than   United   Artists." 

Silverstone  declared  that  efforts 
on  the  part  of  Goldwyn  to  terminate 
any  of  "their  other  legal  obliga- 
tions to  us,  prior  to  Sept.  2,  1945, 
the  expiration  date  of  our  present 
exclusive  contract,"  also  would  be 
resisted. 

Notification  of  Goldwyn's  inten- 
tions to  terminate  his  UA  distribu- 
tion contract  were  received  yester- 
day by  Silverstone  and  the  matter 
was  referred  to  counsel  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  board  of  directors. 

It  was  revealed,  following  the 
board  meeting,  that  Goldwyn  had 
filed  another  suit  against  the  com- 
pany, seeking  6  per  cent  interest  on 
the  $54,000  bonus  issued  to  him  on 
Dec.  8.  According  to  UA  counsel, 
Goldwyn  is  asking  for  interest  from 
the  time  the  bonus  was  voted  on 
Aug.  25  until  it  was  paid.  The 
bonus  check  allegedly  was  returned 
to  Goldwyn. 


SAG  Execs.  Talk  One  Big 
Union  at  AAAA  Meeting 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  a  discussion  on  one  big  union 
and  methods  for  its  accomplishment. 
The  matter  was  discussed  freely  but 
no  decision  arrived  at. 

Philip  Loeb  read  his  report  on  Ac- 
tors' Equity  relations  with  the  4A's, 
but  action  was  deferred  for  two 
weeks  to  Jan.  2. 

The  AFRA  as  of  Dec.  1  had  repaid 
to  Actors'  Equity  and  Chorus  Equity 
$2,500  of  the  $18,000  advanced  to 
it,  it  was  stated  at  the  meeting's 
close. 


Rights  to  Guaranteed 

"In  the  Footsteps  of  Saint  Pat- 
rick," three-reel  subject  produced  by 
Robert  Hayward  in  Ireland,  has  been 
acquired  by  Guaranteed  Pictures  for 
the    American    distribution    rights. 


REVIEWS  Of  ntW  F I L m S i ™  comprise 30% 

OF  NBC'S  TELECASTS 


*   SHORTS   * 


"Crisis    In   the   Pacific" 

RKO-March  of  Time  17  mins. 

Interesting,   But  Not  Up   to  Recent 

Issues 

Starting  off  well,  the  latest  March 
of  Time  issue,  slows  down  midway 
and  becomes  more  of  a  travelogue 
than  a  militant  and  penetrating 
screen  journal.  Film  focuses  atten- 
tion on  the  objectives  of  the  Jap- 
anese militarists,  which  would  in- 
clude a  complete  mastery  of  the  en- 
tire South  Pacific  area  as  well  as 
Asia.  Film  also  shows  graphically 
the  position  of  the  English  and 
French  today  in  Europe,  with  their 
Asian  interests  perforce  almost  at 
the  complete  mercy  of  the  Japanese 
army  and  navy  if  it  decides  to  move. 
Position  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  Pacific 
is  also  outlined,  with  considerable 
attention  given  to  the  island  of 
Guam.  We  see  by  maps  the  strategic 
importance  of  Guam  as  a  fortifica- 
tion and  base  for  operations  in  that 
area.  Reel  was  photographed  by 
Victor  Jurgens. 


"Bits  of  Life" 

(Paragraphic) 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

Off  Beaten  Path 

This  is  an  unusual  subject,  which 
is  a  screen  adaptation  of  two  short 
stories  from  Liberty  Magazine  and 
penned  by  Charles  H.  Gale  and  John 
P.  McCarthy.  The  first  story  deals 
with  a  young  married  woman  who 
comes  to  an  elderly  widow  in  order 
to  unburden  her  marital  difficulties. 
The  latter  recounts  her  long  and 
happy  married  life,  which  serves  to 
enlighten  the  young  woman  and  to 
inspire  her.  There  is  a  good  twist  at 
the  finish  of  this  initial  yarn,  not  un- 
like the  type  which  O.  Henry  was 
accustomed  to  impart.  The  second 
story,  or  "bit  of  life,"  recounts  a 
dream  of  a  prospector  who  has  gone 
into  the  desert  to  find  gold  with  a 
fellow-prospector.    The  substance  of 


,"The  XYZ  has 
ancient  sound, 
that's  why  it's 
in  the  red." 


"Its  owner  sits 
awake  all  night 
with  worry 
in  the  head." 


"In  the  theatre 
down  the  street 
the  business 
is  terrific." 
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this  story  is  the  pointing  out  of  the 
pseudo-value  of  material  riches,  and 
the  tendency  of  the  human  race  to 
follow  dross  blindly  until  a  situation 
arises  which  forces  the  recognition 
of  more  basic  life  values;  and  that 
when  the  compelling  situation's 
crisis  has  passed,  man's  scramble  to 
follow  dross  again  is  inevitable.  In 
these  stories  there  is  more  that's 
meant  than  meets  the  eye.  It  will 
be  interesting  to  witness  public  re- 
action in  film  theaters. 


"West  Wall" 

(Realism  No.  4) 

RKO  Pathe  10  Mins. 

Tremendously  Interesting 

If  there  are  any  doubts  as  to  the 
general,  true  character  of  Germany's 
famed  West  Wall  fortification,  and 
that  of  the  vaunted  Maginot  Lines, 
they  will  be  dispelled  by  this  excel- 
lent single  reeler  which  discloses 
fascinating  views,  both  interior  and 
exterior  areas  of  the  respective 
"lines."  In  addition  to  its  fascina- 
tion, it  is  tremendously  informative, 
and  is  possessed  of  an  awesome 
quality  which  is  as  exciting  in  its 
way  as  a  full  length  feature's  more 
imaginative  and  fantastic  sequences. 
One  of  the  arresting  highlights,  in 
addition  to  the  forts,  tank  traps,  gun 
emplacements,  and  all,  is  the  ani- 
mated charting  of  the  theoretical 
operations  of  the  defense  armament 
and  contrivances  against  an  attack- 
ing enemy.  Here  is  a  short  that  is 
in  the  "must  book"  class  for  ex- 
hibs.    everywhere. 


"Here's   Hal" 

(Headliner   A9-4) 

Paramount  10  Mins. 

Snappy  Music  Reel 

Hal  is  Hal  Kemp  who  wields  the 
baton  over  his  orchestra  in  a  good 
solid  and  pleasing  band  reel.  Pop 
rhythms,  especially  and  finely  ar- 
ranged, stud  the  footage,  which  is 
highlighted  by  renditions  of  Hoagy 
Carmichael's  new  hit,  "Vagabond 
Dreams";  and  "In  an  18th  Century 
Drawing  Room"  and  "Swampfire," 
the  latter  as  originally  introduced  by 
Hal  Kemp.  Added  spice  is  given  the 
reel  by  the  presence  of  the  Smooth- 
ies, radio,  stage  and  screen  swing 
trio  who  offer  "In  the  Shade  of  the 
Old  Apple  Tree."  They  deliver  the 
number  according  to  their  own  par- 
ticular technique,  and  then  in  sev- 
eral versions  imitative  of  various 
leading  rhythmists  of  the  day,  in- 
cluding the  Guy  Lombardo  trio. 


"William  Tell" 

(Symphonic  Series  D9-3) 

Paramount  H  Mins. 

Rare  Screen  Treat 

Certain  semi-classical  music  is  so 
well-known  and  widely  loved  that  it 
is  almost  of  the  outright  pop  type. 
Such  a  musical  composition  is  the 
Overture  from  the  opera  "William 
Tell."  Not  only  music-lovers  of  the 
dyed-in-the-wool  genus,  but  the  rank 
I  and  file  of  everyday  theatergoers 
will    find    this    reel    delightful,    for 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

distributors  and  a  large  percentage 
of  sponsored  reels,  travelogues,  vetc. 
Nearly  100  commercial  films''  ere 
telecast. 

NBC  feels  that  "in  eight  short 
months,  television  has  created  its 
first  audience  among  the  public, 
made  gigantic  strides  in  program 
production,  rebuilt  and  improved  its 
physical  framework  and  begun  the 
solution  of  the  unavoidable  problem 
of  making  a  living  for  itself." 

It  terms  the  more  than  600  hours 
of  telecast  programs  since  April  30 
"an  amazing  achievement  when  com- 
pared with  the  paucity  of  sound 
broadcasting's  early  years."  The 
array  of  television  "firsts"  is  im- 
pressive, including  the  use  of  spe- 
cially prepared  film  sequences  in  the 
dramatic  presentations  of  "The 
Milky  Way"  and  "The  Farmer  Takes 
a  Wife."  Latter,  it  is  pointed  out, 
successfully  linked  studio  action 
with  outdoor  scenes  and  others  too 
large  for  studio  presentation. 

Paving  the  way  for  self-support- 
ing television,  NBC  says  it  co-oper- 
ated with  advertisers  and  agencies 
in  presenting  more  than  25  semi- 
commercial  telecasts  for  which  the 
"sponsor"  paid  all  or  part  of  the 
talent  costs. 


never  has  celluloid  and  sound  track 
better  dispensed  the  famous  over- 
ture, nor  has  it  been  rendered  under 
more  effective  auspices  than  the 
baton  of  Frederick  Feher  as  it 
waves  over  the  National  Philhar- 
monic Orchestra  of  the  U.  S.  A.  It 
is  a  "natural"  for  all  pix  houses  and 
all  ages  of  patrons. 


1  ™  &h 


She's  helping  others  to  health  1  And  you  can  too 
.  .   .  if  you  resolve  right  now  to  mail  no  letter — 
send  no    package — unless    it   is  decorated  with    the 
Christmas  symbol  that  saves  lives. 
Since  1907.  the  annual  sale  of  Christmas  Seals  has 
helped     to     support     the     campaign     to     eradicate 
tuberculosis  in   the  United  States. 
During  these  years  of  concentrated  effort,  the  death 
rate  from  tuberculosis  has  been  cut  three-quarters! 
Yet.    tuberculosis    still    kills    more    people    between 
the  ages  of  15  and  45  than  any  other  disease! 
No  home  is   safe  from   tuberculosis  until  all  homes 
are  safe. 

The  National,   State  and   Local  Tuberculosis 
Associations  in  the  United  States 

BUY 
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"Charlie  McCarthy, 
Detective" 

with   Edgar   Bergen,   Charlie   McCarthy, 

___  Mortimer  Snerd 

Universal  77    Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

IT'S  A  BERGEN-McCARTHY-SNERD 
FIELD   DAY:   SHOULD   CLICK   EASILY. 

Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy  and 
Mortimer  Snerd  have  a  field  day  in  this 
offering.  Charlie  and  Mortimer  have  been 
provided  with  clever,  snappy  dialogue,  in 
addition  to  which  Charlie  sings  for  the 
first  time,  with  "Charlie  McCarthy,  De- 
tective"  being   his   song.      Charlie   has  also 

:  been  supplied  with  a  very  extensive  ward- 
robe. Among  the  funmakers  are  the  very 
dark  Ray  Turner,  playing  the  role  of 
Harrison  "Gravy"  Randolph,  and  Edgar  Ken- 
nedy. On  the  romantic  side  are  Constance 
Moore  and  John  Sutton,  while  other  very 
capable  principals  are  Robert  Cummings, 
Louis  Calhern,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Harold  Hu- 

1  ber  and  Warren  Hymer.  Frank  Tuttle 
turned  in  a  good  job  of  direction,  and  also 
served  as  producer,  with  Jerry  Sackheim 
as  associate  producer.  Miss  Moore  sings 
two  numbers,  "How  Was  I  To  Know"  and 
"Almost."  Edward  Eliscu,  Harold  Shumate 
and  Richard  Mack  wrote  the  screenplay, 
based  on  the  original  story  by  Robertson 
White  and  Darrell  Ware.  Harold  L.  Block, 
Jacques  Press,  Eddie  Cherkose,  Sam  Lerner 
and  Ben  Oakland  wrote  the  song  numbers. 
Jack  Otterson  designed  some  attractive 
sets,  while  George  Robinson's  photography 
is  praiseworthy.  Calhern,  an  unscrupulous 
publisher,  finances  Huber,  a  big  gambler. 
He  has  Sutton  sent  to  America,  where  he 
has  him  framed  and  jailed.  Hinds,  Calhern's 
brother,  and  Cummings,  one  of  his  writers, 
resent  Calhern's  tactics.  Sutton  makes  his 
escape  and  returns  to  this  country.  Cal- 
hern is  murdered  and  suspicion  falls  on 
Sutton.  However,  Bergen  makes  some 
interesting  deductions  and  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  Cummings  committed  the 
murder.  When  he  confronts  Cummings 
with    his    evidence,   Cummings   confesses. 

CAST:  Edgar  Bergen,  Charlie  McCarthy, 
Mortimer  Snerd.  Robert  Cummings,  Con- 
stance Moore,  John  Sutton,  Louis  Calhern, 
Edgar  Kennedy.  Warren  Hvmer,  Samuel  S. 
H'nds,  Harold  Huber,  Ray  Turner,  Granville 
Bates,  G.  Pat  ColPns,  Anne  Gwynne,  Milburn 
Stone,  Charles  Williams,  Eddie  Dunn,  Alec 
Craig,  John  Harmon  and  Glen  Wilenshick. 
CREDITS:  Producer,  Frank  Tuttle;  Di- 
rector, Frank  Tuttle;  Associate  Producer, 
Jerry  Sackheim;  Authors,  Robertson  White 
and  Darrell  Ware;  Screenplay,  Edward 
Eliscu,  Harold  Shumate,  Richard  Mack; 
Cameraman,  George  Robinson;  Art  Direc- 
tor, Jack  Otterson;  Associate,  Richard 
Riedel;  Editor,  Bernard  Burton;  Musical 
d'rector,   Charles   Previn. 

DIRECTION,      Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Remember?" 

with    Robert    Taylor,    Greer    Garson, 

Lew   Ayres 

M-G-M  83  Mins. 

LIGHT,     FROTHY    COMEDY-ROMANCE 

WITH     PLENTY     OF     LAUGHS     AND     A 

CAST  WHICH  WILL  DRAW. 

Strength  of  this  attraction  is  derived 
chiefly  from  the  popularity  of  its  trio  of 
cast  headliners,  and  the  fact  that  the  story 
is  a  comedy-romance,  with  plenty  of  both. 
Fans  who  are  not  too  finicky  about  a 
film  yarn's  plausibility  will  take  kindly  and 
understandingly  to  "Remember?"  The 
situations  go  merrily  "screwball"  in  the 
last  reel,  due  to  the  employment  of  fan- 
tasy, but  it's  all  in  the  interest  of  laughs. 
Robert  Taylor  and  Lew  Ayres  give  as  solid 
performances  as  can  be  expected  when  the 
limitations  of  the  story  are  considered,  and 
so  does  the  comely  Greer  Garson.  The 
latter  is  betrothed  at  the  outset  to  Lew 
Ayres  but  sheds  him  for  his  best  friend, 
the  Adonis-like  Taylor  with  whom  she 
elopes  under  humorous  circumstances.  Their 
married  life  is  unhappy,  due  to  the  Taylor 
devotion  to  his  business  rather  than  to  his 
wife.  Suspense  is  maintained  by  keeping 
Ayres  in  the  omnipresent  position  of  pos- 
sibly recapturing  the  girl.  Dialogue  and 
situations  are  bright  in  humor,  particularly 
the  footage  which  reveals  the  introduc- 
tion to  Miss  Garson's  family  of  their  future 
son-in-law,  who  turns  out  to  be  Taylor 
when  they  expected  all  the  time  it  was 
to  be  Ayres.  Billy  Burke  gives  a  fine 
and  ingratiating  account  of  herself  as  the 
flighty  butterfly  mother-in-law.  To  patch 
up  the  marriage  of  Taylor  and  Miss  Garson, 
Ayres  employs  a  chemical  compound  whose 
action  is  to  make  those  to  whom  it  is 
administered  completely  forget  happenings 
within  recent  months.  When  he  gives 
it  to  the  young  divorced  couple,  much  com- 
edy ensues.  "Remember?"  is  light,  frothy 
and  not  memorable  as  a  vehicle.  But  it  is 
nicely  directed  and  photographed,  and  will 
divert    most    audiences. 

CAST:  Robert  Taylor,  Greer  Garson,  Lew 
Ayres,  Billie  Burke,  Reginald  Owen,  George 
Barbier,  Henry  Travers,  Richard  Carle,  Laura 
Hope  Crews,  Sara  Haden,  Sig  Rumann, 
Halliwell   Hobbes. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Milton  Bren;  Direc- 
tor, Norman  Z.  McLeod;  Story  and  Screen- 
play, Corey  Ford,  Norman  Z.  McLeod;  Music 
Score,  Edward  Ward;  Recording  Director, 
Douglas  Shearer;  Art  Director,  Cedric  Gib- 
bons; Associate  Art  Director,  Urie  McCleary; 
Set  Decorations,  Edwin  B.  Willis;  Director 
of  Photography,  George  Folsey;  Film  Edi- 
tor, Harold  F.  Kress. 

DIRECTION,  Solid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


"The  Honeymoon's 
Over" 

with    Stuart    Erwin,    Marjorie    Weaver, 

Patric    Knowles 

20th-Fox  70   Mins. 

DOMESTIC  COMEDY  WELL  PACED 
WITH  ENGAGING  CAST  SHOULD  PLEASE 
NABE  AUDIENCES. 

Stressing  the  moral  that  two  can  live 
as  cheaply  as  one  providing  it  doesn't  entail 
entertaining  the  neighbors  continually  and 
keeping  up  with  the  Joneses,  this  domestic 
comedy  should  please  the  nabe  trade.  The 
cast  is  engaging,  the  story  is  light  and  well 
paced  and  it  moves  merrily  on  its  way  to  a 
happy  ending.  Stuart  Erwin,  Marjorie 
Weaver  and  Patric  Knowles  handle  the  prin- 
cipal roles  easily,  and  Russell  Hicks,  Hobart 
Cavanaugh  and  other  seasoned  performers 
give  capable  support.  Erwin  and  Miss  Weav- 
er, office  neighbors  in  a  big  advertising 
firm,  get  married.  Erwin  gets  a  raise  and 
is  in  line  for  a  promotion.  With  success 
apparently  assured  they  buy  a  house  and 
get  high  pressured  into  buying  an  ex- 
pensive car.  The  local  country  club  set 
of  spongers  take  them  into  camp  and  be- 
fore he  knows  it  Stu  is  rapidly  going  under 
in  a  sea  of  bills  he  can't  pay.  Late  hours 
and  this  and  that  have  had  a  bad  effect  on 
his  work  and  he  loses  the  promotion.  Mar- 
jorie gets  in  an  accident  and  Stu  takes 
some  money  from  the  firm  to  settle  the 
suit.  He  is  discovered  and  dire  things  are 
in  store  for  him,  but  Marjorie  comes  through 
with  a  new  bath  preparation  that  puts  them 
back  in  the  black,  enables  them  to  repay 
Stu's  debt  and  he  also  gets  his  job  back. 

CAST:  Stuart  Erwin,  Marjorie  Weaver, 
Patric  Knowles,  Russell  Hicks,  Hobart 
Cavanaugh,  Jack  Carson,  June  Gale,  E.  E. 
Clive,  Renie  Riano. 

CREDITS:  Executive  Producer,  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel;  Director,  Eugene  Forde;  Screen- 
play, Hamilton  McFadden,  Clay  Adams  and 
Leonard  Hoffman;  Based  on  a  play  by  Wil- 
liam Anthony  McGuire;  Cameraman,  Virgil 
Miller;  Editor,  Nick  De  Maggio. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Horace  Twyman  Dead 

Charlottesville,    Va. — Horace    W 
Twyman,    57,   vice-president    of    the 
Jefferson-Lafayette     Theaters      Inc. 
and    retired    theater    manager,    died 
here    suddenly. 


Blumberg  to  Resume  Product 
Talks  on  Coast  After  Jan.  1 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

season's  lineup,  Blumberg  is  expect- 
ed to  begin  the  mapping  out  of  next 
season's  program  as  well. 

Approximately  six  important  pic- 
tures are  nearing  completion  and  a 
half-dozen  others  will  go  before  the 
cameras  shortly. 


Film  Delivery  by  House 

Employes  Banned  by  IA 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

change  territory  on  Jan.  15,  accord- 
ing to  Roger  Kennedy,  international 
vice-president  of  the  IATSE.  Plan 
is  aimed  against  "will  calls,"  and 
is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  such 
calls  have  increased  to  the  point 
where  they  are  taking  a  substantial 
part  of  the  business  away  from  es- 
tablished film  carriers. 

Ushers,  doormen,  and  managers 
alike  are  barred  under  the  new  rule. 
Possible  modification  will  be  consid- 
ered in  individual  cases  of  owner 
who  desires  to  transport  his  own  to 
save    expenses,    Kennedy    indicated. 

Rosen  to  Take  Clipper 

Al  Rosen,  who  leaves  shortly  by 
Clipper  to  produce  "The  Mad  Dog 
of  Europe"  in  England,  says  he  will 
seek  Robert  Donat  and  Nova  Pil- 
beam   for  the  romantic   leads. 


"Charlie  Chan  In  City 
In  Darkness" 

with   Sidney  Toler,   Lynn   Bari,   Richard 

Clarke,  Harold  Huber 

20th-Fox  74  Mins. 

MURDER  AND  THRILLS  IN  GOOD  MYS- 
TERY WILL  PLEASE  THE  CHARLIE  CHAN 
FANS. 

Using  war  time  Paris  with  its  blackouts 
as  the  scene  of  the  crime,  the  indomitable 
Oriental  sleuth,  Charlie  Chan  to  you,  once 
again  solves  a  baffling  murder  mystery  in 
his  own  inimitable  fashion.  Picture  has 
plenty  of  excitement  and  mystery  and 
Toler  is  supported  by  an  able  cast.  John 
Stone  gets  credit  as  associate  producer 
and  Herbert  I.  Leeds  was  responsible  for 
the  well  paced  directing  job.  Spies, 
murderers,  smugglers  and  other  just  as  effi- 
cient background  menaces  keep  the  picture 
lively  at  all  times.  Chan  is  a  guest  at  a 
reunion  party  of  the  French  intelligence 
service  given  by  the  Paris  police  head. 
Huber,  son  of  the  police  chief,  shows  up 
at  the  dinner  followed  by  the  butler  of  a 
prominent  business  man  who  is  working 
against  the  government.  Before  Chan  final- 
ly explains  to  the  police  what  has  happened 
and  why,  two  murders  are  committed,  but 
the  second  one  for  good  reason  it  is  learned. 
The  culprits  die  in  a  plane  crack-up  trying 
to  get  away  and  it  looks  like  Chan  will 
finaiiy  be  able  to  get  his  passage  to  Amer- 
ica. 

CAST:  Sidney  Toler,  Harold  Huber,  Lynn 
Bari,  Richard  Clarke,  Pedro  de  Cordoba, 
Dorothy  Tree,  C.  Henry  Gordon,  Douglas 
Dumbrille,  Noel  Madison,  Leo  Carroll,  Lon 
Chaney,  Jr.,  Louise  Mercier,  George  Davis, 
Barbara  Leonard,  Adrienne  d'Ambricourt, 
Fredrik  Vogeding. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  John  Stone; 
Director,  Herbert  1.  Leeds;  Screenplay,  Rob- 
ert Ellis  and  Helen  Logan;  Based  on  the 
character  created  by  Earl  Derr  Biggers; 
Cameraman,  Virgil  Miller;  Editor,  Harry 
Reynolds. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Woonsocket  Theater  Men 

Lose  License  Fee  Fight 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Legislature,  Justice  A.  A.  Capo- 
tosto  in  R.  I.  Supreme  Court  here 
upheld  action  of  the  Woonsocket 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  in  in- 
creasing theater  license  fees  in  that 
city  last  January. 

Justice  Capotosto  pointed  out  that 
power  is  given  the  municipal  licens- 
ing authorities  under  Sections  Two 
and  Five  of  Chapter  362  of  the  1938 
General  Laws  of  Rhode  Island.  The- 
ater operators  had  contended  the 
statute  did  not  contemplate  regula- 
tion and  revenue  for  both  State  and 
municipality,  but  instead  regulation 
alone. 


Champagne  on  the  House 

Belmont  theater  will  turn  the  in- 
vitation premiere  of  "Last  Desire," 
French  pix,  at  11:30  p.m.  tonight 
into  a  "soiree  a  la  Parisienne,"  with 
champagne    on   the    house. 
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LOEWS  REPORTS  YEAR 
PROFIT  OF  $9,841,530 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  $5.65  per  share  on  the  common. 

All  figures  include  those  from 
wholly  and  partially  owned  subsid- 
iaries and  affiliated  corporations  af- 
ter inter-company  eliminations  ex- 
cept film  rentals. 

Operating  revenues  included  $122,- 
577.542.84  from  theater  receipts, 
rentals  and  sales  of  films  and  ac- 
cessories; $2,541,801.58  from  rent 
incomes  and  $1,222,380.40  from  a 
classification  listed  as  "miscellane- 
ous." 

$1,958,851  U.  S.  Income  Taxes 

Net  income  before  taxes  amounted 
to  $12,338,751.83,  from  which  Fed- 
eral income  taxes  of  $1,958,851.13 
were  deducted.  Minority  interests' 
share  was  $538,370.09. 

$13,781,161  In  Cash 

Current  and  working-  assets  are 
reported  to  include  cash  in  banks  and 
on  hand  totalling  $13,781,161.11. 
Cash  in  foreign  countries  subject  to 
export  restrictions  at  dates  of  for- 
eign balance  sheets,  generally  July 
29  last,  was  $1,027,713.68.  Subse- 
auent  remittances  from  such  coun- 
tries up  to  Aug.  31  totaled  $625.- 
201.24.  After  adjustments  for  re- 
mittances, the  net  amount  of  all 
assets  in  all  foreign  countries  (not 
including1  portion  of  cost  of  film 
productions  allocated  to  foreign  coun- 
tries but  retained  on  books  in  the 
U.  S.)  contained  in  the  balance  sheet 
is  $13,266,820.36.  Included  in  such 
net  assets  are  net  current  assets 
(with  same  exclusion  for  cost  of 
film  productions)  amounting  to 
$1,210,250.21  of  which  $470,722.15 
is  in  countries  with  exchange  re- 
strictions. 

In  listing  $1,923,258.15  in  "other 
investments. "  the  report  noted  these 
include  Italian  government  bonds  of 
a  face  value  of  $1,131,000  carried 
on  the  books  at  $739,977.79  and  fixed 
deposits  of  $230,240.15  in  the  Yo- 
kohama Specia  Bank,  Ltd.,  at  San 
Francisco.  Latter  are  due  in  1941- 
42. 

Inventories   Listed 

Listed  among  assets  are  the  fol- 
lowing inventories  at  cost:  film  pro- 
ductions in  process,  $18,365,940.50; 
film  productions  completed,  not  re- 
leased, $2,139,699.21;  film  produc- 
tions released,  after  amortization. 
$18,406,351.96;  books  and  riehts  af- 
ter reserve  of  $1,400,833.51,  $4,- 
651,614.70. 

With  respect  to  the  reserve,  it  is 
noted  that  this  "has  been  accumu- 
lated since  1928  bv  surcharging  pro- 
duction costs  with  10  per  cent  of 
the  cost  of  books  and  rights  used 
and  by  net  profit  on  sales  of  books 
and  rights.  It  is  considered  that  af- 
ter charge-offs  made  in  1939  and 
prior  years  the  balance  of  this  re- 
serve, plus  the  substantial  value  of 
books  and  rights  previously  used  in 
productions  and  available  for  reis- 
sue or  remake  (the  specific  costs  of 
which    have    been    entirely    written 


TELE  GOES  TO  A  PREMIERE 

Telecast  of  GWTW  Opening  at  the  Capitol 
Hangs  Up  Another  ''First" 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


Television  added  another  "first" 
in  New  York  last  night  when  NBC's 
W2XBS  established  a  "field  station" 
to  telecast  the  premiere  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  at  the  Capitol  The- 
ater. Iconoscope  cameras  both  in- 
side the  lobby  and  under  the  mar- 
quee were  employed  for  coverage, 
with  Ben  Grauer  officiating  as  an- 
nouncer in  the  lobby  and  Kay  For- 
rest serving  on  the  sidewalk.  How- 
ard Dietz,  Metro's  advertising  and 
publicity  chief,  assisted  markedly  in 
the  lobby  introductions  and  presen- 
tations. 

Program  went  on  the  air  at  8  p.m. 
and  continued  without  a  break  until 
the  start  of  the  picture  at  9  p.m.,  30 
minutes  later  than  the  announced 
starting  time.  Air  time  was  nearly 
evenly  split  between  the  two  camera 
locations,  the  edge,  if  any,  going  to 
the  lobby  studio. 

Those  to  be  introduced  in  the 
lobby  included  in  order  of  presenta- 
tion Walter  Winchell  and  his 
daughter,  Harry  Hershfield,  Ann 
Rutherford,  Inez  Robb,  Merlin  H. 
Aylesworth,  Dr.  Walter  Damrosch, 
C.  C.  Pettijohn  and  Mrs.  Pettijohn, 
Arthur  Schwartz,  Katherine  Carring- 
ton  (Mrs.  Schwartz),  Major  Edward 
Bowes,  Fay  Marbe,  Mrs.  Alfred  Mor- 
ton, Mr.  Morton,  Robert  W.  Sher- 
wood, Eleanor  Holm,  Billy  Rose, 
Barbara  O'Neil,  Mrs.  William  Ran- 
dolph Hearst,  Louella  O.  Parsons, 
James  Stewart,  David  O.  Selznick, 
Laura  Hope  Crews,  Olivia  de  Havil- 
land,  Constance  Bennett  and  Ona 
Munson. 

Arriving,  others  were  caught  by 
the    cameras     before     the     theater, 


notably  Joan  Bennett,  David  Sar- 
noff  and  Alice  Faye  and  her  hus- 
band, Tony  Martin. 

Suave  and  affable,  Dietz  added  the 
proper  touch  to  the  introductions 
which  he  personally  handled.  Selz- 
nick, presented  as  "unquestionably 
the  greatest  motion  picture  produc- 
er," described  the  New  York  pre- 
miere as  an  "exciting  and  terrifying 
moment."  Earlier,  Pettijohn  re- 
called that  he  had  told  an  Indian- 
apolis audience  20  years  ago  that 
Selznick  was  destined  to  be  one  of 
the  industry's  great  producers. 

Rose  commented  that  the  premiere 
"makes  the  opening  of  the  Aqua- 
cade look  like  a  peep  show."  Miss 
Parsons  expressed  her  amazement; 
never,  she  said,  had  she  seen  crowds 
handled  so  well.  As  the  Hearst  critic 
was  introduced,  the  NBC  "mike" 
elected  to  take  a  bow  and  dropped 
nearly  out  of  focus. 

Reception  of  the  lobby  scenes  was 
excellent,  but  outside  coverage  was 
open  generally  to  criticism.  Light- 
ing was  very  poor,  images  were  fre- 
quently indistinct,  and  the  cameras 
were  not  sufficiently  mobile.  New 
York's  Finest  rather  than  celebs, 
were  usually  in  the  foreground. 

From  the  announcing  standpoint, 
it  would  seem  that  television  has 
much  still  to  learn.  Grauer  turned 
in  a  good  job,  on  the  whole,  but  For- 
rest's best  line  was  the  frequently 
repeated,  "People  are  still  arriving." 
It  was  apparent  they  were. 

Maybe  spot  news,  such  as  a  pre- 
miere, calls  for  sports  announcer 
technique,  if  not  an  experienced 
sports  announcer. 


off),  offset  the  costs  of  specific  books 
and  rights  carried  in  the  accounts 
which  may  not  ultimately  be  used." 

The  consolidated  earned  surplus 
account  listed  balance  on  Aug.  31 
as  $52,339,175.57.  This  compares 
with  $47,787,157.15  on  Sept.  1,  1938. 

The  financial  statement  shows 
that  Loew's  has  an  investment  of 
$8,218,600.91  in  partly  owned  sub- 
sidiary and  affiliated  corporations, 
including   securities   and   advances. 

A  total  funded  debt  of  $36,323,- 
954.42  was  reported  and  broken 
down  into  the  following  listings: 
Loew's  3%  per  cent  sinking  fund  de- 
bentures maturing  in  1946,  $12,331,- 
000;  Loew's  2%  per  cent  promissory 
note  payable  semi-annually  Feb.  1, 
1940,  to  Aug.  1,  1944,  $3,750,000; 
first  lien  3%  per  cent  bonds  of 
wholly  owned  subsidiary,  maturity 
1954,  $11,250,000,  and  bonds  and 
mortgages  of  other  wholly  owned 
subsidiaries,  including  open  mort- 
gages and  those  maturing  within 
one  year,  which  usually  are  re- 
newed, $8,992,954.42. 


Legit  Back  In  Atlanta 

Atlanta,  Ga. — The  Erlanger  The- 
ater, closed  for  several  years,  will 
be  reopened  Jan.  1  for  legit. 


"U"  Advances  Dan  Kelly 

to  Talent-Handling  Post 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

directors  and  writers  as  well  as  tal- 
ent. 

Reginald  Allen  moves  over  from 
the  Famous  Productions  unit  to 
Kelly's  staff  in  charge  of  writers'  as- 
signments under  Kelly's  supervision. 

Philco  and  CBS  Agree 

to  Share  Time  for  Tele 

To  solve  the  problem  presented  by 
television  interference  which  dis- 
torted beyond  recognition  signals  of 
both  the  Philco  and  CBS  tele  sta- 
tions in  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
respectively,  the  two  companies  have 
signed  a  time-sharing  agreement,  it 
was   learned  yesterday. 

Both  stations  operate  on  the 
same  frequency  band — channel  No. 
2  (50  to  56  megacycles).  Programs 
from  the  Philco  station,  W3XE,  will 
be  transmitted  between  midnight 
and  noon  daily  and  after  6  P.  M. 
Eastern  standard  time  on  Wednes- 
days, Fridays  and  Sundays.  The 
Columbia  station,  W2XAX,  can 
transmit  programs  at  all  other 
times. 


BOOK  REVIEWS 


THE  THEATER  HANDBOOK  and 
Digest  of  Plays,  Edited  by  Bernard 
Sobel,  Crown  Publishers,  New{  .rk. 
900  pages. 

This  volume  is  a  brief  encyclope- 
dia of  the  legitimate  theater,  with 
side  glances  at  its  younger  brothers, 
the  motion  picture,  radio  and  tele- 
vision. Subjects  are  treated  in  alpha- 
betical order,  and  briefly,  so  that  a 
biography  rubs  shoulders  with  the 
title  of  a  play  or  an  article  on  acous- 
tics or  wig  making.  It  is  a  valuable 
reference  work  for  the  drama  critic, 
the  stage  producer,  and  the  student 
of  the  living  theater  no  matter  in 
what  branch  of  it  he  is  interested. 
It  is  not  intended  for  the  general 
reader,  to  be  read  through  from 
cover  to  cover.  It  begins  with  the 
earliest  known  manifestations  of  the 
drama  and  is  brought  down  to  the 
minute — if  Orson  Welles,  and  Alex- 
ander Woollcott,  the  latter  as  the 
source  material  for  "The  Man  Who 
Came  to  Dinner,"  may  be  said  to  be 
down  to  the  minute.  "Life  With 
Father,"  however,  did  not  begin  in 
time  to  be  included. 

Bernard  Sobel,  the  editor,  with 
the  advice  of  numerous  authorities 
and  the  assistance  of,  among  others, 
Tallulah  Bankhead,  Raymond  Mas- 
sey,  Gilbert  Seldes,  Stuart  Walker, 
Willie  Howard,  Ward  Morehouse, 
Hunt  Stromberg,  Barret  H.  Clark, 
John  Mason  Brown,  Abel  Green,  and 
Brock  Pemberton,  has  brought  into 
the  one  large  volume  in  condensed 
form  something  of  practically  every 
subject  bearing  on  the  amusement 
world.  Special  articles,  though 
brief,  may  be  taken  as  authoritative, 
most  having  been  prepared  by  spe- 
cialists. 

And  Sobel  himself  is  something  of 
an  authority  on  the  drama  and  the 
theater,  having  been  connected  with 
it  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He 
has  conducted  courses  in  the  drama 
and  the  theater  in  Purdue  and  In- 
diana Universities,  served  with  var- 
ious community  theaters,  lectured 
throughout  the  country,  been  the- 
atrical press  agent,  been  advisor  to 
theatrical  and  motion  picture  pro- 
ducers and  contributed  articles  on 
theatrical  affairs  to  various  daily 
newspapers. 

A  special  feature  of  the  encyclo- 
pedia is  a  condensation  of  the  plots 
of  nearly  a  thousand  plays.  Sec- 
tions are  devoted  to  the  theater  and 
drama  of  various  European  and 
Asiatic    countries. 

Needing  no  index  on  account  of 
being  alphabetically  arranged,  the 
volume  ends  with  a  fairly  compre- 
hensive bibliography  of  403  entries, 
and  detailed  contents  of  many  play 
anthologies. 

All  in  all  "The  Theater  Handbook" 
is  an  indispensable  addition  to  the 
theater  student's  shelf  of  necessary 
books.— L.H.M. 
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November  U.  S.  Admission  Tax  Collections  Leap  Upward 

COURTJKAYS  RKO  UNDERWRITING  AGREEMENT 

Gov't  Equity  Suit  Definitely  Going  to  Trial-- Arnold 


D    of    J    Anti-Trust    Division 

Head     Says     Contrary 

Reports  Unfounded 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  Government's 
suit  against  the  majors  will  definitely 
go  to  trial  as  scheduled,  Assistant 
Attorney  General  Thurman  Arnold 
said  yesterday  in  a  special  state- 
ment. Arnold's  denial  of  reports 
that  the  case  would  never  reach 
court  followed  publication  of  a  story 
in  Scripps-Howard  newspapers  by 
Charles  T.  Lucey  from  Washington 
to  the  effect  that  the  industry  was 
attempting  to  "sabotage"  the  suit. 

"Information  has  reached  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  that  reports  are 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Arthur  Loew  Adds  Gift  to  Company  Bonus 

Arthur  Loew  this  week  will  make  his  customary  Christmas  gift  to  the  employes 
of  his  international  department  of  Loew's,  Inc.,  of  one  week's  salary,  plus  $25.  This 
gift  is  in  addition  to  the  Loew  bonus  to  other  employes. 


SAG'S  MORGAN  FAVORS  F  &  M  SUES  OPERATORS 
EASTERN  PRODUCTION     LOCAL  FOR  $200,000 


FRANK  MORGAN,  WIFE 
HURT  IN  AUTO  CRASH 


Lordsburg,  N.  M. — Frank  Morgan, 
screen  and  stage  star,  and  his  wife, 
were  reported  here  by  a  telegraphic 
lineman,  to  have  been  seriously  in- 
jured in  an  automobile  crash  30 
miles  East  of  Deming. 

The  lineman,  who  claimed  to  have 
seen  the  accident  and  identified  the 
occupants  of  the  auto,  cut  in  on  a 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

Sherwood  "Lincoln"  Suit 

Trial  to  Start  on  Jan.  2 


Suit  of  Robert  E.  Sherwood  and 
the  Playwrights  Producing  Co. 
against  20th-Fox  will  proceed  to 
trial  on  Jan.  2  before  New  York 
Supreme       Court       Justice       Peter 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Louis  Frappier,  Vice-Prexy 
of  Int.  Projector  Co.,  Dies 

Louis  Frappier,  58,  International 
Projector  Corp.'s  vice-president  in 
charge  of  manufacturing,  died  sud- 
denly on  Tuesday,  it  was  announced 
by  IPC. 

When  IPC  was  formed  some  years 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Stating  that  he  strongly  approved 
of  Mayor  LaGuardia's  plan  for  East- 
ern production,  Ralph  Morgan,  pres- 
ident of  the  Screen  Actors  Guild, 
asserted  this  week  that  he  thought 
the  plan  had  an  excellent  chance  to 
succeed.  He  stressed  the  fact  that 
production  here  might  in  a  number 
of  cases  enable  plays  to  stay  open, 
when  in  the  past  the  actor  or  ac- 
tress starring  in  the  play  had  had 
to  go  to  Hollywood  to  appear  in  a 
picture   or   the   picturization   of  the 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Early  House  Hearings 

on  Neely  Bill  Expected 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Hearings  on  the 
Neely  Bill  before  the  House  Inter- 
state and  Foreign  Commerce  Com- 
mittee will  probably  start  soon  after 
Congress  convenes  on  Jan.  2,  The 
Film  Daily  was  told  yesterday  by 
a   spokesman  for   the   Committee. 


St.  Louis  Mo. — Fanchon  &  Marco 
Service  Corp.,  operators  of  the  Am- 
bassador, Fox  and  Missouri  first-run 
theaters,  and  managers  of  the  St. 
Louis  Amusement  Co.,  neighborhood 
houses,  yesterday  filed  a  libel  suit 
for  $200,000  against  eight  officers 
and  44  members  of  the  motion  pic- 
tures and  projection  machine  opera- 
tors union  Local  number  143,  charg- 
ing damage  to  its  business  through 
false  statements  contained  in  hand 
bills  distributed  by  the  union  pickets 
in  front  of  nine  theaters. 


Grand  National  to  Request 
$10,000,000  Suit  Dismissal 

Dismissal  of  the  $10,000,000  suit 
brought  by  two  minority  stockhold- 
ers against  Grand  National  is  ex- 
pected to  be  asked  by  GN  attor- 
neys shortly  after  Jan.  1.  While 
answers  to  the  charges  are  being 
prepared,  it  is  understood  that  a 
motion  for  dismissal  will  be  made. 


November  Admission  Tax  Collections 
Run  Ahead  of  Both  1938  and  October 


Mexican  Indie  Distribs. 

Organize  New  Association 

Mexico  City — Independent  Motion 
Picture  Distributors  Association  has 
been  formed  here  with  Sabino  Camus, 
general  manager  of  the  firm  of  Ger- 
man Camus  y  Cia.,  distributors  of 
French  and  British  product  and  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  reputable  dis- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Substantial  increases 
in  admissions  taxes  collected  in  No- 
vember over  both  last  month  and 
November  of  last  year,  were  reported 
yesterday  by  the  Bureau  of  Internal 
Revenue. 

The  November,  1939,  collection 
amounted  to  $2,117,644.42  compared 
to  $1,985,127.78  for  the  same  month 
of  1938.    This  is  an  increase  of  $132,- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Atlas    Waives    Right    to    Ac- 
quire   Common    Below 
the  $3  Figure 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday handed  down  a  decision  in 
which  he  confirmed  the  proposed  un- 
derwriting agreement  made  by  At- 
las Corp.  after  that  company  had 
agreed  to  waive  any  rights  to  take 
its  share  of  common  stock  as  a 
creditor  at  a  price  less  than  $3. 

The  modification  agreed  to  by 
Atlas  in  a  stipulation  signed  on 
Tuesday  forestalls  a  criticism  raised 
at  the  hearing  that  Atlas  by  refus- 
ing to  exercise  its  option  as  an  un- 
secured creditor  to  the  extent  of 
$1,800,000,  would,  under  the  agree- 
ment, pick  up  the  stock  at  $2.75. 

Judge  Bondy's  decision  stated 
"without  any  determination  by  the 
Court  that  the  underwriting  pro- 
posal, dated  Dec.  11,  1939,  was  un- 

(Contiuued  on  Page  3) 

ALLIED  TWPLACE, 
TIME  FOR  BOARD  MEET 


Time  and  place  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  Allied's  board  of  direc- 
tors will  be  determined  shortly.  Di- 
rectors are  being  polled  on  the  most 
convenient  date  and  their  choices 
will    be    forwarded    to     Abram     F. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

English  Capital  to  Enter 

Newsreel  Theater  Field? 


Backed  by  English  capital,  a  chain 
of  newsreel  theaters  is  reported  to 
be  in  formation,  the  plan  being  to 
establish  a  house  in  leading  key 
cities.  Representatives  are  said  to 
be  seeking  sites  for  the  theaters. 


Set  M.P.  Academy  Awards 
Banquet  for  February  29 

West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Twelfth    annual    ban- 
quet of  the  Academy  of  M.  P.  Arts 
and   Sciences   will   be   held   Feb.   29 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 3% 

do    pfd 47 

NEW  YORK   BOND 


IOV2  IO1/2  +     Vs 

32%  34  +  11/2 

043/4  105  +     1/2 

7i/4      73/3     

85  85  —  31/2 

8%        83/4      

10%  101/4     

13/8         13/8       

11%  H%  +       3/8 

23%  231/2  +       1/2 


31/2      3%     .... 
451/2     47       +  1 
MARKET 


Keith  B.  F.  ref.  6s46 

Loew's   deb.   3%s46.  .1023/8  102l/4  1023/8   +     % 

Para.    B'way   3s55 

Para.     Picts.     6s55 

Para.  Picts.  cv.  3 i/4s47    85         84        84      —     l/2 

RKO     6s41      5034     501/2     5034  —     1/4 

Warner  Bros'  cv.  6s39 

Warner  Bros.'  dbs.  6s48  833,4     8334     8334  —     14 
NEW  YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 

Sonotone  Corp 

Technicolor    1334     13         13       —     34 

Trans-Lux  1%       1%       1%     

Universal  Corp.  vtc 

Universal  Picts 

N.  Y.   OVER-THE-COUNTER   SECURITIES 

Bid     Asked 

Pathe    Film    7    pfd 100l/2  104 

Fox    Thea.    Office    Bldg.    1st   '46 

Loew's  Thea.   Realty  6s   1st  '47 

Met.   Playhouse,   Inc.  2nd  deb.   '45.   69        71 
Roxy  Thea.  Bldg.  4s  1st  '57 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Cinema  Lodge  to  Hold  Open 
Meeting  at  Edison  Tonight 

Cinema  Lodge,  motion  picture  in- 
dustry chapter  of  B'Nai  Brith,  will 
hold  a  regular  meeting  tonight  at 
8:30  P.M.  at  the  Hotel  Edison. 

Col.  Ralph  Steinberg,  member  of 
the  Advisory  Council  of  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League,  will  be  the 
principal  speaker,  and  his  topic  will 
be  "How  We  Can  Help"  in  connec- 
tion with  the  activities  of  his  or- 
ganization. A.  W.  Schwalberg, 
president  of  Cinema  Lodge  will  pre- 
side   at    the    meeting. 

The  meeting  will  be  an  open  one, 
with  members  allowed  to  bring 
guests.  Several  representatives  of 
the  Beverly  Hills  Chapter  of  B'Nai 
Brith   will  attend. 


20th-Fox  to  Start  "Grapes" 
at  Rivoli,  New  York,  Jan.  24 

Twentieth-Fox  yesterday  set  the 
world  premiere  of  "The  Grapes  of 
Wrath"  for  the  Rivoli  theater  here 
Jan.  24.  Pix  will  be  shown  at  popu- 
lar prices  for  an  extended  run. 
Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  other  studio 
execs,  will  come  East  for  the  open- 
ing. 

Setting  of  "Grapes  of  Wrath"  for 
the  Rivoli  means  that  20th-Fox  will 
have  two  big  pictures  opening  in 
New  York  a  week  apart.  Shirley 
Temple's  "The  Blue  Bird"  bows  in 
at  the  Hollywood  for  a  run  at  ad- 
vanced prices  on  Jan.  17. 


18  Films  Rejected  by  Chi. 
Censors  in  Last  11  Months 


Chicago — Chicago  censor  board  in 
the  first  11  months  of  1939  rejected 
18  pix,  ordered  346  cuts  and  classi- 
fied 40  films  as  suitable  for  adult 
audiences  only,  according  to  Lieut. 
Harry  M.  Costello,  its  head. 

During  the  last  10  years,  the 
board  has  inspected  79,116,000  feet 
of  film.  In  that  period,  the  board 
rejected  224,  classified  331  as  for 
adults  and  made  13,510  cuts. 


For  New  Law  Firm 

Norman  C.  Nicholson,  a  director 
of  Grand  National,  has  formed  a 
new  law  firm  with  Lewis  Lawton 
under  the  name  of  Lawton  &  Nichol- 
son, George  D.  Burchell  is  an  as- 
sociate. Firm  will  specialize  in  mo- 
tion picture  clients. 


Weighs  Bank  Night  Appeal 

Troy,  O.— The  Court  of  Appeals 
has  under  advisement  the  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  Judge  R.  L. 
Cameron,  of  Marysville,  that  "Bank 
Night"  as  operated  by  the  Troy 
Amusement  Co.  is  a  lottery. 


"Little  Old  N.  Y."  on  Feb.  9 

"Little   Old  New  York"  has  been 
set  by  20th-Fox  for  a  Feb.  9  release, 


Four  New  Kentucky  Film 
Houses  Open  This  Month 

Louisville  —  December  sees  four 
new  Kentucky  theaters  bowing  in, 
and  a  fifth,  the  Opera  House,  being 
built  at  Cynthiana,  for  a  Spring 
start. 

The  openings  set  this  month  in- 
clude the  Enid  at  Inez,  owned  by 
Fred  Fairchild;  the  Vogue  at  St. 
Matthews,  owned  by  Settos  of  In- 
dianapolis; the  Rio  at  Cloverport, 
owned  by  Bill  Conway,  and  one  at 
Prestonsburg,  owned  by  M.  C.  El- 
liott. 


$2,000,000  Inheritance 

Taxes  on  Thalberg  Estate 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Inheritance  taxes  of 
nearly  $2,000,000  have  been  paid  to 
date  out  of  the  $4,470,913  estate 
left  by  the  late  Irving  Thalberg, 
court  records  show.  An  additional 
$90,000  is  due  the  state  of  Califor- 
nia, with  most  of  this  amount  to  be 
assessed  against  estate  shares  left 
to  his  two  children. 


Luncheon  for  Grainger 

Denver — Twenty  Denver  exhibi- 
tors attended  a  luncheon  given  to 
James  R.  Grainger,  president  of  Re- 
public Pictures,  at  the  Brown  Pal- 
ace Hotel  by  J.  T.  Sheffield,  western 
franchise  holder.  Rick  Ricketson, 
Fox  Rocky  Mountain  Theater  di- 
vision manager,  acted  as  toastmas- 
ter. 


Fabian  Dance  Jan.  6 

First  anniversary  of  the  Fabian 
theaters  in  Staten  Island  will  be 
celebrated  Saturday  night,  Jan.  6, 
with  a  dinner-dance  at  the  Oakwood 
Heights,  S.  I..  Elks  Club.  Attendance 
will  include  Fabian  theaters  person- 
nel, their  wives  and  friends. 


Fox-St.  Louis  Dividend 

St.  Louis — The  board  of  directors 
of  the  Fox-St.  Louis  Theater  Co.  has 
voted  a  dividend  of  50  cents  per 
share  on  the  preferred  stock.  It  is 
payable  Dec.  29  to  stockholders  of 
record  on  Dec.  19.  A  similar  divi- 
dend was  paid  in  December,  1938. 


Sunday  Pix  for  Halifax? 

Halifax,  N.  S.  —  Recommendation 
has  been  made  by  the  Halifax  Board 
of  Trade  that  the  local  film  theaters 
be  allowed  to  open  each  Sunday  dur- 
ing the  war.  Halifax  is  offi- 
cial base  for  British,  French  and 
Canadian  navies. 


N.  M.  Circuit  Gives  Bonus 

Albuquerque,  N.  M. — Every  em- 
ploye of  the  Albuquerque  Theaters, 
Inc.,  will  receive  a  substantial 
Christmas  bonus  this  week. 


cominG  add  Gome 


HERBERT  J.  YATES  leaves  Hollywood  today 
for  New  York  after  a  stay  at  the  Republic 
studios    on    business. 

THOMAS  FLANNERY,  president  of  Whiteway 
in  Chicago,  leaves  there  next  week  for  '  vaca- 
tion  in   Florida.  ^ 

DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  returned  to  the  Coast 
last    night. 

AARON  JONES,  JR.,  Chicago  theater  man. 
and  his  wife  are  in  Florida  for  a  Winter  vaca- 
tion. 

EZRA  STONE  is  due  from  the  Coast  today 
by    plane. 

A.  MONTAGUE,  Columbia  sales  manager,  is 
due    back    from    Hollywood   this   week. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON  is  expected  to  return 
to  New  York  today  or  tomorrow  from  the 
Coast. 

KEN  THOMSON  and  RALPH  MORCAN  are  ex- 
pected to  return  to  the  Coast  today  or  tomor- 
row. 

GEORGE  RAFT  has  left  for  Hollywood  after 
a    vacation    here. 

WILLIAM  COETZ  left  for  Hollywood  last 
night  by  train. 

ROUBEN  MAMOULIAN  left  yesterday  for 
Hollywood  after  a   vacation   here. 

ILONA  MASSEY  and  ALLAN  JONES  flew  to 
the   Coast  yesterday. 

MYRON  SELZNICK  leaves  for  the  Coast  to- 
night. 

FRANKLYN  WARNER  flies  to  the  Coast  Sat- 
urday. 

MIKE  BOMASEASOUR.  Placid.  Malone,  who 
toured  the  Albany  exchanges  this  week,  leaves 
shortly   for  a   vacation   in   Florida. 


•; 


Committee  Presents  Plan 

for  "One  Big  Union" 

"One  big  union"  plan  being  worked 
on  by  member  unions  of  the  AAAA 
came  one  step  closer  to  realization 
this  week  when  a  preliminary  sum- 
mary of  a  survey  being  made  by  an 
accountant  was  handed  to  the  4A's 
executive  council  for  study,  with  the 
survey  said  to  show  the  plan  as  be- 
ing feasible  and  a  tremendous  step 
forward  in  achieving  economy  and 
higher  efficiency  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  learned  yesterday. 

Plan  calls  for  a  one  card  and  one 
dues  payment  system. 

Bausch-Lomb  Dividend 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — Bausch  &  Lomb 
Optical  Co.  declared  a  dividend  of 
75  cents  on  common,  payable  Dec. 
29  to  record  Dec.  22.  This  brings 
payments  for  1939  to  $1.50  against 
50  cents  in  1938. 


Need  A  Messenger? 

Call 

Circle  6-5314 

ABBYE   ERRAND   SERVICE 

SPECIALIZED  MESSENGERS 
Experienced  Dependable 

Reasonable   charges 
by     hour     or     trip. 


Thursday,  December  21,  1939 
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NOV.  ADMISSION  TAX 
COLLECTIONS  ARE  UP 


i  

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

516.64.  The  October,  1939,  figure 
jf  $1,727,931.46  was  surpassed  by 
?389,712.96. 

Etr^  more  encouraging  increases 
ivert" '^corded  in  the  Broadway  fig- 
ures, which  was  reported  at  $689,- 
1425.28  for  November,  1939.     This  is 
',"! $96,864.99  more  than  the  $592,560.- 
'83  for  November,  1938.    The  increase 
over  the  Broadway  collection  for  Oc- 
'  "tober,    1939,    was    $412,169.84    more 
.1  than  last  month's  Broadway  figure  of 
'$277,255.98. 


Mexican  Indie  Distribs. 
Organize  New  Association 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

itributing  concerns  in  the  country,  as 
president;  Werner  Bindel,  manager 
(■of  Cia.  Importadora  de  Peliculas, 
distributors  of  UFA  and  other  Ger- 
man films,  as  secretary;  and  Jorge 
M.  Dada,  of  Jorge  M.  Dada  y  Cia., 
handling  French  and  Italian  prod- 
uct, as  treasurer. 


20,000  at  Chicago's 

Christmas  Fund  Show 


Chicago  —  More  than  20,000  at- 
tended the  Mayor's  Christmas  Fund 
show  at  the  Stadium  theater  last 
night.  Frank  Smith,  RKO  Palace 
manager,  directed  the  program  which 
embraced  46  acts  and  several  "name" 
bands. 


Turrell's  District  Wins 

Chicago — Harry   Turrell's   district 
finished  first  in  the  quarterly  War- 
mer theater  drive. 
[     Al.  Blasko,  manager  of  the  Para- 
mount theater  was  the  winner  of  the 
[first  prize,  Steve  Fitzgerald,  of  the 
■Stratford  theater,  was  second  prize 
winner    and    Milton    Brazee    of    the 
Partheon     theater    came    in    third. 
Seven    other    managers    won    cash 
prizes  in  the  same  contest.    Fifteen 
theaters  in  the  drive  exceeded  quotas. 


Clara  Bow  at  Clinic 

Rochester,  Minn. — Clara  Bow  is  at 
the  Mayo  Clinic  for  a  checkup. 


Best  wishes   from  THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER  21 

Lucien  Hubbard 

Pat    Hartigan 

William    J.    Cowen 

Blanche   Schneider 


ALCN6  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALT; 


•  •      •     YOU'VE  heard  of  three  sheets  to  the  wind  in  a  figurative 

sense but   yesterday   in   New   York   it   was   literally   eight   sheets 

to  "The  Wind" as  the  big  metropolitan  dailies  exhibited  a  happy 

"hangover" in    the    wake    of    Tuesday    night's    exhibition    of    Mr. 

Selznick's    pix at    the    Capitol    and    Astor The    eight    sheets 

were  the  Times,  Herald  Tribune,  Journal  American,  News,  Mirror,  Sun, 
World  Telegram  and  Post 

T  T  ▼ 

«      *      #     IF  ever  the  local  Fourth  Estate's  gents  and  ladies 

respectively  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  took  down  their  hair 

and  profligately  burned  the  after -midnight  oil typing  burn- 
ing phrases  of  praise  about  a  motion  picture it  was  for  "The 

Wind" We  can't  tell  you  in  the  confines  of  our  colyura 

of  all  the  colyums  the  "big  eight"  dailies  devoted  to  the  Selznick 

saga We've  never  seen  anything  like  the  coverage in 

fact  our  Civil  War  of  long  ago damn  near  scuttled  the  Second 

World  War  of  today 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  THE  Times  went  to  town  with  a  four-colyum  review  with  a 
two-colyum  picture,  plus  almost  a  full  one  of  the  premiere's  sidelights 

The   Herald  Trib   whooped  it   up   on   three   colyums,   with   a  two 

colyum  illustration The  News  ran  understandably  wild  with  dou- 
ble-barrel reviews  by  Kate  Cameron  and  Wanda  Hale  while  two  two- 
colyum  pictures  graced  the  layout and  a  carry-over  yarn  'bout  the 

Astor  and  Capitol  doin's  was  likewise  on  tap The  Mirror  carried 

a  whale  of  a  reportorial  account  by  Lee  Mortimer,  and  Bland  Johaneson 
wrote  the  rollicking  review But  wait! 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  Journal  American  started  "The  Wind"  blowing 
on  Page  One,  ran  amuck  o'er  on  Page  Eight  which  carried  pre- 
miere nooze  hitched  to  two-thirds  of  a  page  of  ten  pictures  of  at- 
tending celebrities Then  over  on  Page  12  was  Rose  Pelswick's 

review  (sans  the  customary  li'l  picture  of  Rose,  as  she  graciously 

withdrew  in  favor  of  a  photo  of  Vivien  Leigh) Since  The  Sun 

and  "The  Wind"  are  by  nature  palzy-walzy that  institutional 

newspaper  began  hurling  its  shining  "Ray,  Rays!"  on  Page  One 
ran  over  to  what  would  have  been  a  full  page  of  Eileen  Creel- 
man's  review  and  continued  news  story had  it  not  been  for 

a  nine-line  stick  called  "Chaos  in  Pottstown" (when  every- 
one was  much  more  interested  in  the  chaos  of  Tara) 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     ARCHER  Winsten  "Post-ed"  the  review  in  that  sheet 

Now  we  come  to  the  World  Telegram and  to  use  an  ejaculation 

in   "Gone   With   the   Wind" Great   Balls    of   Fire! — wotta   hunk    of 

coverage! Emily  Genauer's  by-lined  feature,  "Sets  of  'Gone  With 

the   Wind'   Enhance   Portrayal,"   with   two-   or   three-colyum    cuts 

Patricia  Coffin's  society  story,  "Society  Is  Televised  At  Movie  Premiere" 

George   Ross's   "So   This   Is   Broadway"    colyum Sutherland 

Denlinger's  sig  story,  "Autograph  Hunters  Didn't  Stand  a  Chance" 

and  Bill  Boehnel's  review  on  six  colyums,  with  streamer  head Dear 

Reader:  Have  you  had  enough? We  know  "The  Wind"  has 

AND  HOW! ▼  T  T 

•  •     •     GOOD  was  the  Xmas  cheer  in  the  Radio  City  Music 

Hall's  Studio  Apartment  y ester  evening as  local  pix  circle's 

recognized  social  leader,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus hosted  a  neat 

"pardy" at  which  the  trade  press  legions,  jan  mag  elite,  and 

"Met."  newspaper  representatives met  Charles  Laughton 

star  of  RKO  Radio's "The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 

Among  those  on  deck  were:  Charles  and  Elsie  Laughton,  George 
J.  Schaefer,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus,  S.  Barret  McCor- 

mick,  Eileen  Creelman,  Walter  Hampden,  Jack  Hively Cresson 

Smith,  Phil  Reisman,  Gus  Eyssell,  H.  M.  Richey,  Harry  Michalson. 


COURT  OKAYS  RKO 
UNDERWRITING  PACT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

fair  in  any  respect,  the  Atlas  Corp. 
has  voluntarily  agreed  to  a  modifi- 
cation thereof  whereby  it  agrees  to 
pay  $3  for  each  share  of  the  new 
common  stock  to  which  it  is  entitled 
to  subscribe,  without  any  deduction 
for  the  compensation  with  respect 
to  such  shares  provided  for  by  Sub- 
division B,  Paragraph  5  of  the  un- 
derwriting proposal.  After  a  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  evidence, 
including  the  very  thorough  and 
helpful  report  submitted  by  the  SEC, 
the  Court  approves  the  underwriting 
proposal,  as  modified." 

An  accompanying  order  of  Judge 
Bondy  authorizes  RKO  and  the  Irv- 
ing Trust  Co.  to  proceed  with  con- 
summation of  the  plan  of  reorgani- 
zation. Proceedings  on  the  under- 
writing agreement  which  provide  for 
issuance  of  500,000  shares  had  tem- 
porarily delayed  final  consummation. 


MPPDA  Directors'  Meeting 
Is  Put  Over  Until  Today 

Lacking  a  quorum,  meeting  of 
the  MPPDA  board  of  directors, 
scheduled  for  yesterday,  was  post- 
poned until  today.  Discussions  on 
the  foreign  situation  and  current  do- 
mestic problems  are  slated  to  high- 
light the   session. 


Lichtman-Altec  Pact 

Lichtman  Theaters  Inc.,  has  con- 
cluded an  agreement  with  Altec 
whereby  Altec  will  service  the  mo- 
tion picture  equipment,  as  well  as 
the  sound  reproduction  equipment, 
in  the  twenty-two  Lichtman  the- 
aters in  Washington,  D.  C,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina.  E.  O.  Wilschke 
and  Warren  Conner  negotiated  for 
Altec. 


Pete  Christman  Re-elected 

Omaha— Pete  Christman  has  been 
elected  president  of  Local  No.  70, 
AFM,  to  start  his  second  "term.  Har- 
old Pace  was  named  secretary. 
Other  officers  are  Ernest  Nordin  Sr., 
vice-president;  and  Mike  Chaloupka, 
treasurer;  Art  Randall,  Frank  Elias, 
Dan  Wheeler,  Harold  Black  and  Mar- 
vin George,  directors. 


To  Handle  Cyclex  Lamps 

Omaha— Western  Theater  Supply 
Co.  of  Omaha  has  been  named  ex- 
clusive distributor  of  Cyclex  lamps 
in  the  Omaha  area,  according  to 
Frank  Van  Husan,  manager.  Mrs. 
Mary  Ashcraft  of  the  Ashcraft  Man- 
ufacturing Co.  of  New  York  was 
here  to   complete  arrangements. 


Brit.  Family  Series 

London  (By  Cable) — First  attempt  to 
adapt  the  Hollywood  "family"  series  on 
this  side  is  being  made  by  Warners 
which  plans  "The  Briggs  Family,"  now 
under   way   at   Teddington,    as   the    first 
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ALLIED  TO  SET  PLAGE, 
TIME  FOR  BOARD  MEET 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Myers,  general  counsel  and  board 
chairman. 

The  board  usually  meets  in  Wash- 
ington in  January  for  its  determina- 
tion of  policy  and  election  of  of- 
ficers, but  a  consensus  of  the  votes 
will  be  the  deciding  factor  this  year. 

While  the  subject  of  new  officers 
has  not  been  discussed,  it  is  under- 
stood that  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  is  slated 
to  be  re-elected  president  of  the  na- 
tional  association. 


Sherwood  "Lincoln"  Suit 

Trial  to  Start  on  Jan.  2 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Schmuck,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
Sherwood  claims  unfair  competi- 
tion to  his  play  "Abe  Lincoln  in  Il- 
linois" by  the  20th-Fox  film,  "Young 
Mr.  Lincoln." 


New  Mich.  Truck  Route 

Detroit  —  Harold  C.  Robinson, 
manager  of  Film  Truck  Service,  is 
establishing  a  new  trucking  route, 
in  charge  of  Les  Gordner.  New 
route  will  run  from  Holland  to 
Lansing,  cutting  down  from  two  to 
one  day  return  on  films  from  this 
territory  for   local   exchanges. 


Faye,  Fonda  to  Co-star 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Henry  Fonda  will 
play  Alexander  Moore  to  Alice 
Faye's  Lillian  Russell  in  20th-Fox's 
"Lillian  Russell."  Moore,  publisher 
and  one-time  U.  S.  envoy,  was  Miss 
Russell's  fourth  husband. 


Lottery  Charges  Quashed 

Laurel,  Miss.  —  Lottery  charges 
against  W.  S.  Taylor,  owner  of  the 
Strand,  were  dismissed  here  as  the 
person  preferring  the  charges  with- 
drew them. 


Dalton  Buys  Plane 

Detroit — E.  P.  Dalton,  upstate 
circuit  operator,  has  acquired  his 
own  airplane. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Reade  an- 
nounce the  engagement  of  their 
daughter,  Suzanne,  to  Edwin  Gage, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Gage  of 
300  Park  Avenue  and  Deal,  N.  J. 
Gage  at  present  is  associated  with 
the  F.  R.  Tripler  Co. 

Indianapolis  —  Thomas  Goodman, 
Paramount  booker,  will  marry  Mar- 
garet Kramer,  Dec.  29  at  a  candle 
light  wedding  in  the  Irvington 
Methodist  Church  here. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

•       •       •       Introducing    Interesting    Personalities       •       •       • 

JAMES  A.  FITZPATRICK,  the  screen's  famed  Traveltalker,  was  born  in  Shel- 
ton,  Conn.  Attended  Yale,  where  as  a  member  of  the  college  newspaper, 
he  managed  to  write  and  sell  several  stories  for  screen  plays.  Wanted  to  be 
an  actor  so  attended  the  American  Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts,  New  York. 
After  year  and  a  half,  gave  up  the  stage.  Then  followed  10  busy  years  in  which 
he  produced  over  50  biographical  films  featuring  famous  statesmen,  poets  and 
musicians.  In  1928,  originated  the  idea  of  the 
off-stage  voice  for  travel  films.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  roaming  the  world,  gathering  material 
for  FitzPatrick  Traveltalks,  which  he  narrates  and 
produces  for  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  distribution. 
He  is  currently  making  a  series  of  all  American 
Traveltalks  in  Technicolor.  FitzPatrick  was  mar- 
ried last  year  to  Miss  Lesley  Champlin,  Chicago 
newpspaer  woman,  whom  he  met  in  Hong  Kong. 
The  only  people  he  envies  are  those  who  haven't 
traveled.  "They  have  so  much  to  look  forward 
to,"  he  says.  His  favorite  advice  to  everybody 
is  'See  the  world  before  you  leave  it!" 


Albany  Film  Salesmen 

Off  for  Holiday  Visits 

Albany — Film  salesmen  are  trek- 
king from  here  during  the  dull 
Christmas-New  Year's  fortnight, 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Miller 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Dare  heading 
for  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  Miller  is 
Columbia  branch  manager  and  Dare 
a  20th  Century-Fox  salesman. 

Richard  Hayes,  Paramount  sales- 
man, and  Mrs.  Hayes  leave  Dec.  26 
with  their  daughter  Joan  for  two 
weeks  of  winter  sports  at  Ottawa, 
Ont.  Weldon  Waters,  another  Para, 
salesman  and  Mrs.  Waters  will  visit 
friends  in  Cleveland,  O.,  over  the 
Christmas  season. 

Already  on  deck  in  Miami  is 
George  Seed,  until  recently  manager 
of  the  Colonial,  Utica,  and  now  a 
southern  exhib. 

Eddie  Hochstim  of  Columbia  has 
left  for  New  York  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jack  Armm,  also  of  the  same  ex- 
change, are  vacationing  in  Newark. 


Robinson  House  to  Open 

Pittsburgh  —  The  new  2,000-seat 
Robinson-Grand  Theater  in  Clarks- 
burg, W.  Va.,  owned  and  operated 
by  Claude  Robinson  who  also  runs 
the  Opera  House  there,  will  reopen 
Saturday.  House,  completely  de- 
stroyed by  fire  last  June,  has  been 
rebuilt. 


MDC  Opens  Frisco  Office 

West    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Hy  Peskey,  president 
of  Majestic  Distributing  Corp.  of 
Los  Angeles,  has  opened  an  office  in 
San  Francisco  at  177  Golden  Gate 
Avenue. 


Adjust  Clearance  Cases 

Toronto  —  Priority  and  clearance 
cases  of  the  Arcadian,  Parliament 
and  Bonita,  local  indies,  have  been 
adjusted  by  the  Toronto  Conciliation 
Committee. 


Dramatic  Workshop  Will 
Have  Film  Writing  Division 

New  Dramatic  Workshop  of  the 
New  School  for  Social  Reserach,  off- 
shoot of  the  Bureau  of  New  Plays 
which  was  backed  by  film  compa- 
nies, will  open  on  Jan.  15  according 
to  present  plans.  Erwin  Piscator, 
German  producer,  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  school  which  hopes  to  develop 
new  talent  among  playwrights  and 
other  branches  of  the  theatrical  field. 
Bertram  Bloch  and  Louis  Weitzen- 
korn  will  be  in  charge  of  the  motion 
picture    writing    division. 


Triangle  to  A.  Joseph 

Pittsburgh — The  England  Amuse- 
ment Co.  has  discontinued  operation 
of  the  Triangle  Theater.  House  has 
been  taken  over  by  the  Triangle 
Amusement  Co.,  of  which  A.  Joseph, 
formerly  associated  with  M.  Rosen 
in  the  operation  of  the  Model  Thea- 
ter here,  is  president. 


Defer  Milk  Fund  Drive 

Pittsburgh— The  seventh  annual 
Milk  Fund  Campaign,  sponsored  by 
the  local  Variety  Club,  the  Pitts- 
burgh Press  and  Station  KDKA,  and 
heretofore  held  the  four  weeks  prior 
to  Christmas,  has  been  postponed 
until  the  Easter  holidays. 


Warner  Exchange  Clubroom 

Albany — Back  of  the  Warner  ex- 
change here  is  being  converted  into 
a  recreation  room,  where  local 
branch  of  the  Warner  Clubs  will  be 
housed.  Ping-pong  and  bridge  tables 
will   be   installed. 


Kimmelman  Recovered 

Pittsburgh  —  Dave  Kimmelman, 
local  Para,  branch  manager,  has  re- 
cuperated from  his  recent  serious 
illness  and  hospitalization  to  the  ex- 
tent that  he  is  now  able  to  spend 
several  hours  a  day  at  the  office. 
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"FLESH"  SHOWS  GAINS 
IN  MICHIGAN  SECTOR 


Detroit — "Flesh"  is  on  the  gain 
in  Michigan  and  adjacent  territory. 
The  Betty  Bryden  Booking  Office  has 
booked  lines  into  the  Cartier  The- 
ater, Timmins,  Ont.,  and  tr*-  La 
Salle,  Kirkland  Lake,  and  compete 
stage  shows  for  the  Grand,  St. 
Louis;  Gayety,  Cincinnati;  Roxy, 
Cleveland;  and  Gayety  and  Avenue, 
Detroit. 

Inquiries  on  spot  bookings  of  vau- 
deville among  upstate  Michigan  op- 
erators are  coming  in  steadily,  Miss 
Bryden  said.  Bookings  now  being 
placed  by  the  Butterfield  Circuit  for 
the   Capitol  at  Jackson. 

Butterfield  is  turning  to  stage 
shows  for  New  Year's  Eve  offerings 
at  the  leading  theaters  in  Ann  Ar- 
bor, Flint,  Battle  Creek,  Bay  City, 
Grand  Rapids,  Kalamazoo,  Lansing, 
Port  Huron,  and  probably  other  key 
situations  of  the  circuit.  Six-act 
shows  booked  through  the  Boyle 
Woodfolk  Office,  Chicago,  and  a  spe- 
cial picture  booked  for  this  one  show 
only,  will  be  used. 

Ray  Schreiber's  Colonial  Theater 
is  shifting  to  a  "name"  stage  show 
policy.  Frankie  Darro,  and  "Fats" 
Waller  and  Ina  Ray  Hutton  and 
their  bands   are   scheduled. 


Louis  Frappier,  Vice-Prexy 
of  Int.  Projector  Co.,  Dies 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ago,  via  the  merger  of  Nicholas 
Power  Co.  and  the  Peerless  Machine 
Co.,  Mr.  Frappier  was  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Simplex  factory,  and 
since  has  occupied  a  similar  position. 


Klein  In  New  Venture 

Chicago  —  Julius  Klein,  formerly 
executive  assistant  to  the  late  Carl 
Laemmle,  in  conjunction  with  Ernest 
L.  Klein  and  A.  E.  Singer,  has  or- 
ganized the  Film  and  Radio  Midwest 
Institute. 


To  Reopen  O.  C.'s  Ritz 

Oklahoma  City — The  Ritz  theater, 
closed  for  several  months,  will  be 
reopened  following  improvements 
about  Jan.  15,  Walter  B.  Shuttee, 
Standard  Theaters  general  manager, 
announced. 


Clovis'  State  to  Bow  In 

Clovis,  N.  M. — Clovis'  new  the- 
ater, the  State  will  be  ready  for 
opening  during  Christmas  week. 


STORKS! 


Albuquerque,  N.  M.  —  Joe  Scotti, 
manager  of  the  Sunshine  Theater 
here,  received  a  wire  that  twin  boys 
arrived  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Joe 
Jr.,  in  St.  Louis.  Mo. 


LOUDER  THAN 
EVER! 


(Turn  please) 


To  "The  Women 

To  "Thunder  Afloat" 

To  "Babes  in  Arms" 

To  "Another  Thin  Man" 

To  "Ninotchka" 

To  "Judge  Hardy  &  Son 

To  "Balalaika" 


f. 


// 


HATS  OFF! 

It's  really  a  great  achievement  and  we're  proud  of  it.  Above  are  just  a  few  out 
of  the  remarkable  parade  of  hits  delivered  by  M-G^M  in  the  first  few  months 
of  the  193940  season.  The  pace  is  terrific!  Can  M-G^M  keep  it  up?  Look! 


BEAT  THE  DRUM 

See  what's  coming! 

JUDGE  HARDY  AND  SON  Lewis  Stone,  Mickey  Rooney.  BALALAIKA  Nelson  Eddy,  Ilona 
Massey.  THE  EARL  OF  CHICAGO  Robert  Montgomery,  Edward  Arnold.  CONGO  MAISIE 
Ann  Sothern,  John  Carroll.  THE  SHOP  AROUND  THE  CORNER  Margaret  Sullavan,  James 
Stewart.  BROADWAY  MELODY  OF  1940  Fred  Astaire,  Eleanor  Powell.  NORTHWEST 
PASSAGE  in  Technicolor,  Spencer  Tracy.  AROUSE  AND  BEWARE  Wallace  Beery,  Dolores 
Del  Rio,  John  Howard.  STRANGE  CARGO  Clark  Gable,  Joan  Crawford,  Peter  Lorre.  I  TAKE 
THIS  WOMAN  Spencer  Tracy,  Hedy  Lamarr.  NEW  MOON  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson 
Eddy.  YOUNG  TOM  EDISON  Mickey  Rooney,  Fay  Bainter,  Virginia  Weidler.  FORTY 
LITTLE  MOTHERS  Eddie  Cantor.  SUSAN  AND  GOD  Fredric  March,  Greer  Garson... NEW 
HARDY  PICTURE... NEW  KILDARE  PICTURE... GO  WEST  The  Marx  Brothers.  I  LOVE 
YOU  AGAIN  William  Powell,  Myrna  Loy.  WATERLOO  BRIDGE  Vivien  Leigh... THE 
YEARLING . . .  GOOD  NEWS  Mickey  Rooney,  Judy  Garland,  June  Preisser,  Douglas  McPhaiL 
TWENTY  MULE  TEAM  Wallace  Beery.  NEW  TARZAN  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Maureen 
O'Sullivan.  BOOM  TOWN  Clark  Gable.  NEW  THIN  MAN  William  Powell,  Myrna  Loy. 
TONIGHT  AT  8:30  Norma  Shearer.  SMILIN'  THROUGH  Jeanette  MacDonald.  HELL  CATS 
Robert  Taylor.  ZIEGFELD  GIRL  Margaret  Sullavan,  Hedy  Lamarr,  Lana  Turner  . . .  ESCAPE 
..  .1  MARRIED  AN  ANGEL  Jeanette  MacDonald,  Nelson  Eddy.   THE  FRIENDLY  COMPANY! 

(next  page,  please) 
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"From  our  family  to  yours,  happy  holiday,  good  cheer  all  year  I" 


FRIENDLY 
1940! 
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"Gulliver's  Travels" 

Paramount-Fleischer  74  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 

DELIGHTFUL  CARTOON  FEATURE 
SHCf,^  APPEAL  TO  LOVERS  OF  FAN- 
TASY   REGARDLESS  OF  AGE. 

Max  Fleischers'  picturization  of  the 
Jonathan  Swift  classic,  dealing  with  a  giant 
English  seaman,  who  is  ship-wrecked  on 
the  shores  of  Lilliput,  the  country  of 
peanut  size  people,  the  tallest  of  whom 
was  no  higher  than  Gulliver's  boots,  should 
appeal  to  all  lovers  of  fantasy  regardless 
of  age.  One  of  the  most  appealing  char- 
acters of  the  feature  length  cartoon,  which 
was  made  in  Technicolor,  is  little  Gabby 
who  finds  Gulliver  on  the  beach  and  adopts 
him.  Gabby  is  Lilliput's  one  man  broad- 
casting system.  Gulliver  is  a  happy  ad- 
venturer and  soon  figures  as  the  arbitrator 
of  romance  and  war  in  the  tiny  kingdom  of 
Blususs.  Ruled  respectively  by  the  stub- 
born, bombastic  King  Bombo,  and  the  gay 
meek  King  Little.  Among  Bombo's  hench- 
men are  the  "secret  three,"  Sneak,  Snoop 
and  Snitch,  the  red  headed  little  villain 
whose  "dastardly"  schemes  against  the 
Lilliputian  are  swarthed  by  Gulliver.  Prince 
David,  the  singing  son  of  King  Bombo,  and 
Princess  Glory,  dainty  and  charming  daugh- 
ter of  King  Little,  are  the  romantic  lovers. 
Producer,  Max  Fleischer,  director,  Dave 
Fleischer,  and  their  staff  of  song  and 
screen  writers  have  done  an  ingenious  job 
with  the  results  that  the  picture  is  at  all 
times  highly  enjoyable.  Edmond  Seward 
provided  the  story  adaptation,  while  Ralph 
Rainger  and  Leo  Robin  supplied  seven  pleas- 
ing songs.  Sam  Timberg,  Al  Heiburg  and 
Winston  Sharpies  are  responsible  for  the 
song,  "Hap,  Hap,  Happy  Days."  Victor 
Young  composed  and  conducted  the  very 
effective      atmospheric      music.  Jessica 

Dragonette,  sings  Princess  Glory's  songs, 
while  Lanny  Ross,  performs  similarly  for 
Prince  David.  Trouble  starts  when  King 
Little  insists  that  his  favorite  song,  "Faith- 
ful," be  sung  at  the  marriage  of  the 
Prince  and  the  Princess.  King  Bombo  is 
equally  insistent  that  his  favorite  number, 
"Forever,"  be  the  only  song  used  at  the 
ceremony.  The  dispute  leads  to  war,  with 
the  mighty  Gulliver  reconciling  the  tiny 
rulers  and  their  followers  thus  allowing 
the   lovers  to   proceed   with   the   marriage. 

CREDITS:  Based  on  Jonathan  Swift's 
tale.  Producer,  Max  Fleischer;  Director, 
Dave  Fleischer;  Screenplay,  Dan  Gordon, 
Cal  Howard,  Ted  Pierce,  Izzy  Sparber,  Ed- 
mond Seward;  Story  Adaptation,  Edmond 
Seward;  Song  by  Sam  Timberg,  Al  Neiburg 
and  Winston  Sharpies;  Music  and  Lyrics, 
Ralph  Rainger  and  Leo  Robin;  Singing  voice 
of  Princess  Glory,  Jessica  Dragonette; 
Singing  Voice  of  Prince  David,  Lanny  Ross; 
Atmospheric  music  composed  and  conducted 
by  Victor  Young;  Cameraman,  Charles 
Schettler;  Directors  of  Animation;  Seymour 
Kneitel,  Willard  Bowsky,  Tom  Palmer,  Grim 
Natwick,  William  Hanning,  Roland  Crandall, 
Tom  Johnson,  Robert  Leffingwell,  Frank 
Kelling,  Winfield   Hoskins,  Orestes  Calpini. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Tops. 


"Roll,  Wagons,  Roll" 

with    Tex    Ritter,    Nelson    McDowell, 

Muriel   Evans 

Monogram  52  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW) 
ACTION-CRAMMED    TEX    RITTER    OF- 
FERING RANKS  WITH  THE   BEST  WEST- 
ERNS. 

Here  is  one  of  the  best  Tex  Ritter 
offerings  to  date,  chuck  full  of  action. 
Ritter  delivers  a  bang-up  performance  with 
his  hard  riding  dud  quick,  accurate  shoot- 
ing. Al  Herman  supplied  excellent  direc- 
tion, Edward  Finney  as  producer  has  given 
this  one  everything  needed  to  make  it 
truly  outstanding.  The  story  is  laid  in 
the  pioneer  days  after  the  Civil  War  days, 
When  unscrupulous  white  fur  dealers,  deter- 
mined to  have  a  free  hand  in  their  bar- 
gaining with  the  Indians,  put  every  obstacle 
possible  in  the  path  of  the  migrants  who 
sought  to  settle  in  Oregon.  One  of  the 
dealers,  who  inspired  Indians  to  war  on 
the  whites,  was  Reed  Howes.  He  sends 
out  Tom  London,  Nolan  Willis  and  Steve 
Clark  to  have  Frank  LaRue's  wagon  train 
waylaid.  Their  plans  are  upset  when  Rit- 
ter and  his  fellow  army  scout,  Nelson 
McDowell,  join  the  LaRue  train.  The  In- 
dians attack  the  train  at  two  points,  but 
Army  troops  finally  come  to  the  rescue  of 
the  migrants.  Ritter  also  uncovers  the 
fact  that  Howes  has  stolen  government 
guns  and  has  been  trading  them  to  the 
Indians  for  furs.  Victor  Adamson,  Edmund 
Kelso  and  Roger  Merton  wrote  the  original 
screenplay,  while  Marcel  LePicard  handled 
the  camerawork.  Ritter  sings  Stephen  Fos- 
ter's "0  Suzanna"  and  "Roll,  Wagons, 
Roll,"  by  Dorcas  Cochran  and  Charles 
Rosoff. 

CAST:  Tex  Ritter,  Nelson  McDowell, 
Muriel  Evans,  Nolan  Willis,  Steve  Clark, 
Tom  London,  Reed  Howes,  Frank  Ellis, 
Kenneth  Duncan,  Frank  LaRue. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edward  Finney;  Di- 
ector,  Al  Herman;  Authors,  Victor  Adam- 
son,  Edmond  Kelso  and  Roger  Merton; 
Screenplay,  same;  Cameraman,  Marcel  A. 
LePicard;  Editor,  Fred  Bain;  Musical  Score 
and  Direction,  Frank  Sanucci;  Song,  "Roll, 
Wagons,  Roll"  by  Dorcas  Cochran  and 
Charles  Rosoff. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 

Mrs.  Harry  Powers  Dies 

Chicago — Mary  Powers,  wife  of 
Harry  Powers,  veteran  Chicago  ex- 
hibitor, died  here  yesterday.  In  ad- 
dition to  her  husband,  three  chil- 
dren  survive.  . 


"Laugh  It  Off" 

with    Johny    Downs,   Constance    Moore, 

Marjorie    Rambeau 

Universal  63  Mins. 

ENOUGH  LAUGHS  ALONG  WITH  MUS- 
ICAL INTERLUDES  MAKE  PROGRAMMER 
0.   K.   FOR   NABES. 

Although  the  story  material  in  this  new 
Universal  release  is  somewhat  flimsy,  the 
cast  works  hard  and  there  are  enough 
laughs  and  action  to  make  it  okay  for  nabe 
consumption.  Johny  Downs,  Constance 
Moore,  Marjorie  Rambeau,  Hedda  Hopper, 
Edgar  Kennedy,  Janet  Beecher  and  Cecil 
Cunningham  are  agreeable  performers  to 
watch,  and  they  make  the  best  of  weak 
story  material.  Misses  Rambeau,  Beecher, 
Hopper  and  Cunningham  are  left  penniless 
when  the  ladies  home  where  they  are  living 
closes.  Former  actresses,  they  head  for 
New  York  to  try  and  find  work.  Johny 
Downs,  a  band  leader  and  nephew  of  Miss 
Cunningham,  tries  to  get  a  settlement  from 
the  estate  running  the  home,  but  fails.  Con- 
stance Moore,  last  of  the  members  of  the 
family  that  endowed  the  home,  is  also 
broke.  There  is  some  skullduggery  and 
uncertainty  before  the  girls  open  in  a 
night  club  and  the  show  is  a  success, 
allowing  their  backer  to  pay  off  a  debt 
and   providing  them  with   steady  work. 

CAST:  Johny  Downs,  Constance  Moore, 
Marjorie  Rambeau,  Hedda  Hopper,  Janet 
Beecher,  Cecil  Cunningham,  Horace  Mc- 
Mahon,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Tom  Dugan,  Wil- 
liam Demarest,  Chester  Clute,   Paula  Stone. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by  Al- 
bert S.  Rogell;  Screenplay,  Harry  Clork  and 
Lee  Loeb;  Original  Story,  Lee  Loeb  and 
Mort    Braus;    Cameraman,    S.    Cortez. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


Amarillo  House  Ready 

Amarillo,  Tex. — Saturday  has  been 
set  as  the  opening  date  of  the  new 
$30,000  Star  theater,  seating  552. 
House  was  built  by  A.  H.  Truitt. 


*   fOREICn   *■ 


Palace,  Cicero,  Reopens 

Chicago — The   Schoenstadt   circuit 


Horner  Defers  Bioff  Decision 

Chicago  —  Decision  of  Governor 
Henry  Horner  on  extradition  pro- 
ceedings regarding  William  Bioff 
was  postponed  yesterday  for  a  three- 
week  period  pending  submission  of 
briefs  on  Jan.  10  by  opposing  at- 
torneys. 


Foto  Nite  Trial  by  Jury 

Toronto — Legality  of  Foto  Nite, 
cash  giveaway,  will  be  fought  out 
in  the  courts,  managements  of  the 
two  theaters  raided  by  police  elect- 
ing to  stand  trial  by  jury.  Mean- 
while, other  theaters  using  the  game 
are  continuing  to   advertise  it. 


Sets  New  Year's  Opening 

Bremen,  0.  —  John  Robertson's 
Park  theater,  completely  remodeled 
and  equipped  by  Mid-West  Theater 
Supply  Co.,  will  open  Jan.  1. 


"Matrimonio  Ideale" 

(Ideal  Marriage) 
with  Assia   Noris,  Gino  Cervi, 

Umberto  Melnati 
Esperia    Films  84    Mins. 

AMUSING  COMEDY  HAS  FUNNY 
STORY  MATERIAL  AND  CAPABLE  CAST 
TO  HANDLE  IT. 

The  glamorous  and  talented  Assia  Noris 
becomes  a  full  fledged  comedienne  in  this 
release  with  pleasing  results.  Picture  has 
lots  of  laughs  and  amusing  situations  with 
Gino  Cervi,  Umberto  Melnati  and  Miss 
Noris  topping  a  well  balanced  cast  in  the 
lead  roles.  Smooth  direction  has  been  pro- 
vided by  Camillo  Mastrocinque.  Assia  is 
her  mother's  only  hope  of  improving  the 
family's  financial  condition  by  a  wealthy 
marriage.  Melnati,  the  object  of  the  lady 
fortune  hunters'  guns,  outsmarts  them  by 
having  a  friend  pose  as  himself,  meanwhile 
posing  as  a  poor  artist.  Everything  works 
out  all  right,  with  Assia  falling  for  the  poor 
artist,  supposedly,  and  her  mother's  future 
assured  when  he  uncovers  his  real  identity. 

CAST:  Assia  Noris,  Umberto  Melnati, 
Gino  Cervi,  Clara  Padoa,  Marisa  Vernati, 
Norma  Nova,  Pina  De  Angelis,  A.  Baghetti, 
Enzo   Biliotti,  G.   Barnabo. 

CREDITS:  A  SAPEC  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Camillo  Mastrocinque.  Presented  at 
the  Cinecitta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue 
and   no  English   titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


It's  "Magic  Bullets" 

Warners  has  decided  on  "Magic 
has  re-opened  the  Palace  theater  in  Bullets"  as  the  title  for  its  forth- 
Cicero.  The  house  has  been  modern-  :  coming  film  biography  of  Dr.  Paul 
ized.  Ehrlich. 


"Szegeny  Gazdagok" 

(The   Poor   Plutocrats) 

with    Zita    Szeleczky,    Theodore    Uray, 

Gero  Maly 

Danubia  Pictures  82  Mins. 

SUSPENSEFUL  AND  LIVELY  MELLER  IS 
HIGHLY   ENTERTAINING  SCREENFARE. 

Containing  practically  everything  an  au- 
dience could  ask  for  in  the  way  of  ex- 
citement, suspense,  romance  and  action, 
this  new  Hungarian  film  should  highly  en- 
tertain Magyar  audiences.  Film  does  not 
have  any  English  titles.  Theodore  Uray  is 
capable  in  the  principal  role  and  Zita 
Szeleczky  is  attractive  as  the  feminine  in- 
terest. Gero  Maly  and  a  number  of  other 
polished  Hungarian  actors  support  the  prin- 
cipals. Filmed  against  the  legendary  Hun- 
garian countryside  of  castles  and  roving 
bandits,  the  film  has  an  interesting  and 
exciting  background.  There  is  a  magnifi- 
cient  ball  room  sequence  with  excellent 
music  neatly  injected  into  the  picture.  Story 
concerns  the  dual  identity  of  Uray  as  a 
baron  and  masked  leader  of  a  bandit  gang. 

CAST:  Zita  Szeleczky,  Gero  Maly,  Theo- 
dore Uray,  Piri  Vaszary,  Laszlo  Szilassy, 
Margaret  Lukacs,  Sandor  Pethes. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Masterfilm's;  Di- 
rector, Jeno  Csepreghy.  Presented  at  the 
Modern  Playhouse  with  Hungarian  dialogue 
and  no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Able.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 
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EQUITY  SUIT  GOING 
TO  TRIAL-ARNOLD 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

being  circulated  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  that  the  equity  action 
of  United  States  vs.  Paramount  Pic- 
tures Inc.,  et  al.,  pending  in  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  Southern  District 
of  New  York,  will  not  go  to  trial," 
the  statement  declared. 

"These  reports  are  being  circu- 
lated notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
it  was  stipulated  by  counsel  for  the 
Government  and  the  defendants  that 
the  case  will  proceed  to  trial  on  May 
1,  1940. 

"Any  such  reports  as  are  being 
circulated  to  the  above  effect  are 
utterly  without  foundation.  The  De- 
partment fully  expects  that  the  case 
will  go  to  trial  on  that  date.  All 
necessary  steps  for  preparation  are 
being  taken. 

"Through  pre-trial  conferences,  to 
be  held  commencing  March  1,  1940, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  length  of  the 
trial  may  be  materially  shortened," 
the  statement  declared. 

Lucey's  article  said: 

"Justice  Department  officials 
charged  today  that  attempts  are 
being  made  from  within  the  moving 
picture  industry  to  sabotage  govern- 
ment anti-trust  suits  brought  against 
the  industry  to  stop  alleged  illegal 
trade  practices. 

"These  officials  struck  at  propa- 
ganda they  said  was  being  circulated 
to  the  effect  that  the  anti-trust  cases 
never  would  come  to  trial  or  that 
compromises  would  be  reached  on  is- 
sues involved  in  the  fight.  .  .  . 

"Expressions  of  resentment  at 
what  they  termed  sabotage  came 
from  members  of  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment staff  actually  engaged  in  pre- 
paring the  cases. 

"These  officials  said  that  while 
there  has  been  talk  of  a  revised 
code  which  would  change  some  of 
the  trade  practices  in  the  industry 
at  which  the  government  is  striking, 
the  industry  has  not  come  in  with 
any  concrete,  written  proposals. 

"They  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  government  would  never  com- 
promise on  any  proposed  solution 
which  fails  to  divorce  the  producing 
and  distributing  end  of  the  motion 
picture  business  from  exhibiting 
end." 

Questioned  on  the  newspaper  ar- 
ticle, a  Justice  Dep't  spokesman  said 
the  industry  was  committing  "sab- 
otage," not  by  taking  definite  steps 
to  halt  the  trial,  but  by  informing 
exhibitors  and  others  that  the  case 
would  never  go  to  trial.  The  state- 
ment that  the  industry  "has  not 
come  in  with  any  concrete,  written 
proposals"  means  no  proposals  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Department  have 
been  brought  in.  It  was  explained, 
the  Trade  Practice  Code  was  a  defi- 
nite proposal,  but  was  rejected  by 
Arnold. 


They  Prefer  Movies  to  Museums  in  Chi. 

Chicago — Chicagoans  prefer  films  to  visiting  the  city's  museums  at  night,  the  City 
Council's  Recreation  Committee  was  told  by  the  Art  Institute's  director  at  a  hearing 
on  a  proposal  to  keep  the  61  city  museums  open  nightly  for  visitors.  Exhibs.  interests 
are  opposing  the  plan. 


Midnight  Frolics  Become  Night  Scenes  Too  Dark, 

Toronto  Exhibitor  Problem!  Detroit  Exhib.  Contends 


Toronto — Midnight  frolics,  staged 
by  business  men's  and  service  clubs, 
are  shaping  up  as  an  exhibitor  prob- 
lem here. 

Practice  is  for  the  clubs  to  take 
over  theaters  for  the  frolics  which 
in  some  instances  run  three  nights. 
Usual  admission  charge  is  50  cents. 
Frequently,  there  are  hundreds  of 
turn-aways.  Programs  are  largely 
"flesh"  although  occasionally  a  film 
is  shown. 

While  theaters  get  a  flat  rental, 
exhibitors  are  turning  to  the  view 
that  whatever  is  gained  that  way  is 
more  than  offset  by  the  loss  in  regu- 
lar patronage. 


New  Holt  Vehicle 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Jack  Holt's  next  star- 
ring picture  will  be  "Passport  to 
Altracez,"  featuring  Noah  Beery,  Jr. 
Picture  will  be  produced  by  Larry 
Darmour  for  Columbia  release.  Al- 
bert DeMond  is  doing  the  screen- 
play from  his  own  original  story. 
Picture  will  go  into  production,  De- 
cember 26th,  under  the  direction  of 
Lew  Collins. 


Federer  to  Take  Vaudeville 

Lincoln,  Neb.  —  So  successful 
was  vaudeville  at  the  Liberty  the- 
ater here  early  this  month,  Howard 
Federer,  general  manager,  announces 
himself  as  open  for  any  and  all  book- 
ings for  three  days  or  more  each 
week.  Vaude  was  scaled  at  35c-55c, 
highest  per  person  asked  in  seven 
years. 


Detroit — Dark  films  causing  audi- 
ence eyestrain  and  unsatisfactory 
screen  reception  are  criticized  by 
exhibitors  here.  Al  Rupert,  of  the 
Rupert  Theater,  attacked  present 
production  practice  in  a  statement, 
particularly  claiming  that  night 
scenes  should  be  filmed  much 
lighter. 

Arthur  Robinson,  head  of  the  Rob- 
inson Circuit,  blamed  much  of  the 
trouble  on  inadequate  or  infrequent 
cleaning  of  prints  by  both  majors 
and  independents,  and  called  for  a 
firm  exhib.  demand  for  clean  prints. 


Baker  Quits  Affiliated 

Indianapolis  - —  Tom  Baker,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of 
Affiliated  Theaters,  Inc.,  has  resigned 
his  position  and  is  succeeded  by  Joe 
Smith. 


Film  Information  Bureau 

Detroit — The  Greater  Detroit  Mo- 
tion Picture  Council  is  planning  to 
establish  an  information  bureau  on 
films  in  the  public  libraries  of  De- 
troit and   suburbs. 


"Harvest"  Set  in  Boston 

The  French  Cinema  Center  has  set 
"Harvest"  in  Boston  for  its  first- 
run  at  the  Fine  Arts  Theater  early 
in    1940. 


Hibbert  House  Starts 

Williamina,  Ore.— W.  M.  Hibbert's 
new  house,  replacing  the  Gem, 
closed,  has  opened. 


High  Praise  for  GWTW  From  N.  Y.  Critics 


WORLD -TELEGRAM  (William  Boehnel)  : 
Faced  with  a  task  almost  as  overwhelming 
as  bringing  Margaret  Mitchell's  fabulous  novel 
to  the  screen,  Miss  Leigh  does  an  exciting 
job — dazzling,  inexhaustible,  vibrant  and  vital. 

JOURNAL  AND  AMERICAN  (Rose 
Pelswick)  :  Producer  David  O.  Selznick 
has  accomplished  at  one  and  the  same  time 
an  engrossing  entertainment,  a  spectacle  of 
consummate  artistry,  and  the  definitely  colos- 
sal job  of  trying  to  please  all  the  sternly 
opinionated  readers  of  the  Mitchell  best-seller. 

POST  (Archer  Winsten)  :  Let  it  suffice 
to  say  that  whoever  made  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  and  is  responsible  for  its  taste,  beauty 
and  magnificence,  that  person  has  raised  a 
gigantic  monument  to  himself  in  movie  an- 
nals. 

SUN  (Eileen  Creelman)  :  Its  popularity 
is  assured  and  as  solid  as  that  of  the  novel 
from  which  it  has  sprung,  live,  breathless  and 
magnificent. 

DAILY  NEWS  (Kate  Cameron)  :  There 
never  has  been  a  picture  like  David  O.  Selz- 
nick's  production  of  "Gone  With  the  Wind." 


(Wanda  Hale)  :  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  is 
the  most  magnificent  motion  picture  of  all 
times. 

TIMES  (Frank  S.  Nugent):  It  is  the 
greatest  motion  mural  we  have  seen  and  the 
most  ambitious  film-making  venture  in  Holly- 
wood's   spectacular    history. 

HERALD  TRIBUNE  (Howard  Barnes)  : 
Without  question  it  is  destined  to  rank  among 
the  major  history-making  events  of  the 
cinema,  for  it  is  certain  to  smash  all  sorts 
of   box   office   records. 

DAILY  MIRROR  (Bland  Johaneson)  : 
Vast  in  its  sweep,  alive  in  its  color,  vivid  in 
its  characterization,  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
is  one  of  those  rare  films  which  truly  is  big. 

WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  (R.P.C.)  : 
It  is  a  gargantuan  slice  of  Hollywood  skill 
at  its  best,  a  fine  American  document  and  a 
living  evidence  of  wholesale  co-operation  in 
the    cinematic   art. 

BROOKLYN  EAGLE  (Herbert  Cohn)  : 
A  sensitive  and  intelligent  photoplay  that  is 
by  far  the  most  beautiful  sight  in  years,  the 
most  touching  drama  in  months. 


SAG'S  MORGAN  FAVORS 
EASTERN  PRODUCTION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

play,  thereby  closing  the  show  and 
putting  a  number  of  people  out  of 
work. 

He  pointed  out  that  where  f^fcre 
are  director-producer  units  iraumig 
pictures,  such  as  Frank  Lloyd  or 
Frank  Capra,  and  the  locale  of  the 
picture  was  in  and  around  New  York, 
production  in  New  York  should  pre- 
sent no  difficulties  and  help  the  pro- 
ducer. 


Kate  Smith-Pix  Tieup 

Twentieth  Century-Fox  has  closed 
arrangements  with  General  Foods 
whereby  it  will  air  a  preview  of 
Darryl  Zanuck's  "Swanee  River"  on 
the  Kate  Smith  program,  Dec.  29,  at 
8-9  p.m.,  over  a  Coast-to-Coast  CBS 
network.  Don  Ameche,  Al  Jolson 
and  Nancy  Kelly  will  come  to  New 
York  to  take  part  in  the  broadcast. 


AFRA  Readies  Dance 

Johnny  Green's  orchestra  has  been 
signed  for  AFRA's  first  dance  to  be 
held  Jan.  20  at  the  Hotel  Plaza.  Betty 
Garde,  chairman  of  the  entertain- 
ment committee,  is  arranging  details 
of  an  hour  floor  show.  Well-known 
radio,  picture  and  stage  stars  will 
appear. 


Louisville's  Ohio  Passing 

Louisville,  Ky.— The  Ohio  The- 
ater, owned  by  the  Settos  chain  of 
Indianapolis,  will  close  after  the 
last  show  Dec.  31.  House  will  be 
razed. 


Roxy,  Atlanta,  Reopening 

Atlanta,  Ga.— The  Roxy  Theater, 
closed  since  last  summer,  will  re- 
open Sunday  with  a  film-stage  pol- 
icy. 


CHRISTMAS  SEALS 


Help  to  Protect  Your 
Home  from  Tuberculosis 
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EXPANSION  OF  DANISH 
PRODUCTION  LOOMING 


Copenhagen  (By  Cable)- — Drive  is 
on  here  by  film  interests  to  expand 
native  production,  in  light  of  the 
cur^jlment  by  war  conditions  of  the 
inr  .'tation  of  British,  French  and 
German  product,  and  as  a  proposed 
contingency  measure  aimed  at  the 
possibility  that  U.  S.  pictures  may 
experience  delay  in  oceanic  ship- 
ment. 

Native  production  last  year  to- 
taled nine  features  as  against  174 
American  features  imported.  How- 
ever, on  an  exhibition  basis,  Danish 
product  claimed  50  per  cent  of  the 
market.  Prints  of  American  pix 
brought  in  range  from  one  to  four; 
12  to  15  prints  of  the  domestic  fea- 
tures were  in  circulation. 

An  important  phase  of  motion 
picture  commerce  relations  with  the 
U.  S.  is  the  fact  that  film  imports 
were  recently  made  subject  to  per- 
mits issued  by  the  Danish  Exchange 
Central  Board,  as  part  of  the  pro- 
gram of  conserving  foreign  ex- 
change. However,  as  the  Govern- 
ment obtains  an  annual  revenue  of 
about  12  million  crowns  (approxi- 
mately $3,000,000)  from  the  motion 
picture  business,  local  exhibitors  feel 
that  the  board  will  go  out  of  its  way 
to  find  the  two  million  crowns  ($400,- 
000)  the  importers  need  annually. 


Chi.  Amusement  Club  Elects 

Chicago — The  Amusement  Club  of 
Chicago  has  been  organized  by  lead- 
ing film  executives  and  publicity 
men  with  Herb  Ellisburg  of  Essan- 
ess  circuit  heading  the  new  organi- 
zation. Sam  Schoenstadt  has  been 
named  business  manager,  Sidney 
Stern,  assistant  manager,  Irving 
Mack,  treasurer  and  Hank  Mark- 
breidt,  director.  The  new  club  suc- 
ceeds the  defunct  Capa. 


Cinema   Club   Spreading 

Cincinnati  —  The  Cinema  Club, 
film  salesmen's  mutual  benefit  so- 
ciety, originating  in  Cincy,  is 
spreading  to  other  cities.  Reports 
from  Pittsburgh,  Washington  and 
Cleveland  are  that  similar  organiza- 
tions are  being  formed,  according  to 
Pete   Niland,   Columbia. 


1-1  Build  in  Michigan  City 

Chicago — The  Indiana  and  Illinois 
Theater  circuit  has  started  work  on 
the  new  Lido  theater  at  Michigan 
City,  under  the  direction  of  Mau- 
rice Rubin.  Pereira  &  Pereira,  ar- 
chitects drew  the  plans.  The  new 
house  will  cost  $150,000  and  seat 
900. 


Canadian  War  Film  in  Work 

Toronto  —  Canada's  propaganda 
film,  "Canada  at  War,"  will  be  fin- 
ished by  February,  it  is  expected. 
Pix  will  cover  chief  aspects  of  the 
Dominion's  mobilization. 


USHER  PACT 
TALKS  START 

Leading  N.  Y.  Circuits,  IATSE 
in  Preliminary  Meetings 


Preliminary  meetings  between  the 
IATSE  and  heads  of  the  leading 
New  York  circuits  have  already  been 
instigated  with  an  eye  to  negotiating 
contracts  for  "front  of  the  house 
employes,"  including  doormen,  ush- 
ers, ticket  takers,  cashiers  and  chil- 
dren's matrons,  who  have  been  re- 
cently organized  by  the  IA,  it  was 
learned  yesterday. 

RKO,  Loew,  Paramount,  Warners, 
Skouras,  Brandt,  Fox  and  Rinzler 
and  Frisch  are  the  circuits  or  own- 
ers of  first-runs  with  which  the  IA 
has  been  talking,  it  was  said.  Mean- 
while the  organization  of  these  classi- 
fications is  being  intensified  by  the 
union,  with  new  ushers  locals  re- 
cently chartered  by  the  IA.  Nego- 
tiations with  the  smaller  chains  and 
indies  wait  upon  the  conclusion  of 
those  with  the  majors,  it  is  said. 


Loew's  State,  Providence, 
Signs  Local  B-129  Pact 

Providence — First  theater  here  to 
sign  a  "front  of  house"  union  agree- 
ment is  Loew's  State,  which  reached 
agreement  for  a  year's  contract  with 
Local  B-129  of  Theater  Employes' 
Union  setting  six-day  week  and 
wage  increases  following  pay  sched- 
ules adopted  more  than  a  year  ago 
when  negotiations  were  first  begun. 
Union  officials  expect  other  houses 
to   sign   shortly. 


Chi.  Office  for  Hoffberg 

An  office  will  be  established  in 
Chicago  after  the  first  of  the  year 
by  .  H.  Hoffberg  Co.,  Inc.  Arthur  S. 
Benjamin  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
midwestern  office  with  Robert  Sny- 
der heading  the  sales  staff. 


Dattola  House  to  Open 

Pittsburgh  —  The  650-seat  New 
Dattola  Theater  in  West  Tarentum, 
owned  and  constructed  by  Bart  Dat- 
tola, who  also  operates  theaters  in 
New  Kensington,  will  open  today. 


New  House  for  St.  Mary's 

Cincinnati — Holland  and  France, 
operating  the  Rockford  theater, 
Rockford,  O.,  are  reported  negotiat- 
ing for  a  new  300-seat  theater  at 
St.   Mary's. 


750-Seater  for  Dallas 

Dallas — Work  starts  shortly  on  a 
new  $50,000  theater  building  for 
P.  G.  Cameron,  at  Denton  &  Guil- 
ford Sts.     The  house  will  seat  750. 


THIRD  NAT'L  ASS'N? 
EXHIBS.  UNINTERESTED 


A  cool  reception  has  greeted  ef- 
forts to  form  a  third  national  ex- 
hibitor organization,  a  checkup  yes- 
terday revealed.  While  there  has 
been  much  talk  regarding  such  a 
venture,  unaffiliated  unit  leaders 
have  indicated  a  "not  interested"  at- 
titude. 

One  move  to  start  a  new  organi- 
zation was  reported  to  have  been 
launched  during  the  exhibitor-dis- 
tributor code  huddles  last  Spring 
when  leaders  of  groups  not  affiliated 
with  either  MPTOA  or  Allied  con- 
ferred with  major  sales  heads.  At 
that  time,  a  suggestion  was  made 
to  tie  together  those  independent 
groups  into  one  organization,  but  the 
majority  were  said  to  have  backed 
out  of  the  proposal. 

Although  it  has  been  denied,  re- 
ports were  that  one  purpose  of  the 
cross  country  trip  of  Harry  Brandt 
was  to  feel  out  exhibitors  on  a  new 
national  body.  The  reaction  ap- 
peared to  be  that  many  were  sympa- 
thetic with  the  idea  but  that  there 
was  a  feeling  that  there  was  no 
room  for  another  national  group. 

It  was  thought  at  first  that  the 
recently  formed  Pacific  Coast  Con- 
ference of  Independent  Exhibitors 
might  be  a  nucleus  for  another 
Coast-to-Coast  organization,  but  the 
Seattle  and  San  Francisco  units 
were  said  to  have  reaffirmed  their 
support  of  the  MPTOA. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  members 
of  both  MPTOA  and  Allied  are  said 
not  to  be  in  complete  accord  with 
their  national  bodies  and  might  give 
a  friendly  nod  to  a  new  group,  al- 
though reliable  sources  say  that 
such  persons  are  in  the  minority. 


Bentleyville  Reopening 

Pittsburgh — The  Liberty  Theater 
in  Bentleyville,  which  has  been 
closed  for  over  ten  years,  has  been 
taken  over  by  Matteo  Faenza,  who 
also  operates  the  Roosevelt  Theater 
in  this  town.  The  Liberty  is  being 
remodeled,  enlarged  and  refurnished 
throughout  and  will  reopen  Sunday. 


Joseph  Singer  Stricken 

Philadelphia — Joseph  Singer,  UA 
salesman  here  for  more  than  four 
years,  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  at- 
tack on  his  way  to  the  office.  Singer, 
industry  veteran,  at  one  time  was 
the  branch  manager  in  Philadelphia 
for  a  small  film  distributing  com- 
pany. 


Acquire  French  Feature 

Joe  Rice  Malcolm,  in  association 
with  Nat  Sanders,  has  acquired  the 
distribution  rights  for  the  U.  S. 
of  the  French  feature,  "La  Femme 
de  Boulanger"  ("The  Baker's  Wife.") 


«REVI6UJS» 


*    fORGIGIl   * 


"Soldier's  Bride" 

with   Tuulikki   Paananen,   Kullervo   Kalske 


Werner  S.  Sazela 


90  Mins. 


TIMELY  FINNISH  FILM  DEALING  WITH 
RUSSIAN  OVERTHROW  WELL  DONE. 

With  Russia  once  again  threatening  to 
swallow  Finland,  this  Finnish  film  dealing 
with  the  overthrow  of  the  Russian  regime 
and  ultimate  independence  for  the  country 
is  particularly  timely.  Film  has  several  tech- 
nical faults,  but  all  in  all  it  is  a  creditable 
job.  The  cast  is  able  and  hard  working 
and  the  story  material  is  interesting.  Film 
is  a  resume  of  World  War  days  when  Finns 
learned  to  fight  in  the  German  trenches 
and  returned  to  their  homeland  at  the  war's 
end  to  overthrow  the  Russians.  Tuulikki 
Paananen,  an  attractive  brunette,  is  the 
female  interest  in  the  picture  as  a  dancing 
girl. 

CAST:  Tuulikki  Paananen,  Ritva  Aro,  Tuli 
Arjo,  Kullervo  Kalske,  Tauno  Palo,  Ossi 
Elstela,  Urho  Somersalmi,  Erkki  Uotila,  Sasu 
Kaapanen. 

CREDITS:  Suomi-Filmi  Production;  Direc- 
tor, Risto  Orko.  Presented  at  the  48th  St. 
Theater  with  Finnish  dialogue  and  English 
titles. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA- 
PHY, 0.  K. 

Va.  Okays  "Goose  Step" 

Richmond,  Va.  —  With  deletions, 
"Hitler— Beast  of  Berlin"  has  final- 
ly been  approved  by  the  State  Board 
of  Censorship  for  showing  as 
"Goose  Step"  or  "A  Nation  in 
Chains"  under  a  stipulation  that  no 
advertising  is  to  call  attention  to 
the  old  name. 


Set  Yiddish  Pix  Title 

"Overture  to  Glory,"  has  been  se- 
lected as  the  final  title  of  the  Yid- 
dish musical  screen  drama  starring 
Moishe  Oysher  and  featuring  Helen 
Beverly,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  Ludwig  Landy  and  Ira 
Greene,   producers. 


New  WB-Perc  Westmore  Pact 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Warner  Bros,  has 
signed  Perc  Westmore,  head  of  its 
studio  make-up  department,  to  a 
new  five-year  contract.  He  has  been 
associated  with  Warners  for  19 
years. 


E.  M,  Loew  Adds  House 

Lowell,  Mass. — E.  M.  Loew  has 
acquired  the  Royal  Theater.  Loew 
previously  operated  the  Jewel  and 
Rialto  Theaters  here. 


Girls  Quints  as  B.  O.  Aid 

Fabian's  Ritz  Theater,  Staten  Is- 
land, is  using  girls'  basketball  games 
as  a  box-office  lure. 
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FRANK  MORGAN,  WIFE 
HURT  IN  AUTO  CRASH 


{.Continued  from  Page  1) 

mail  line  to  wire  a  message  for  aid. 
He  stated  that  both  of  Mrs.  Morgan's 
legs  were  broken. 

The  Morgans'  chauffeur  also  was 
reported  critically  hurt. 


Frank  Morgan's  brother,  Ralph, 
president  of  Screen  Actors'  Guild, 
was  in  New  York  this  week  discuss- 
ing with  the  4A  executive  council 
the  formation  of  "one  big  union"  for 
the  talent  end  of  the  amusement  in- 
dustry. He  was  scheduled  to  return 
to  the  Coast  today  or  tomorrow. 


Set  M.P.  Academy  Awards 
Banquet  for  February  29 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

with  foreign  pictures  also  being  eli- 
gible for  major  awards. 

An  award  will  also  be  made  for 
color  photography,  but  there  will  be 
no  award  for  short  comedies  and 
travelogues. 


Wilt  Sells  In  Ligonier 

Pittsburgh  —  After  23  years  in 
film  biz,  Harry  G.  Wilt  has  sold  the 
Wilt  Theater  in  Ligonier  to  J.  A. 
Alexis,  who  recently  opened  the 
newly  constructed  Ligonier  Theatei\ 
The  Wilt  will  be  closed  and  disman- 
tled. 


Improving  Westmount 

Montreal — Westmount  Theater,  of 
United  Amusement  chain,  is  embark- 
ing on  a  $15,000  program  of  reno- 
vation   and    improvement. 


Drops  0.  C.  Vaude  Plans 

Oklahoma  City — Plans  for  presen- 
tation of  stage  units  in  local  Stand- 
ard Theaters  houses  have  been  aban- 
doned, W.  B.  Shuttee,  general  man- 
ager here,  announces. 


"Teyva"  for  Continental 

"Teyva,"  starring  Maurice 
Schwartz,  will  be  premiered  by  May- 
mon  Films,  Inc.,  distributors,  today 
at  the  Continental  Theater. 


New  Lang  House  Opens 

Whitesville,   W.   Va. — Steve   Lang 
has  opened  his  new  Liberty  theater. 


Even  China  Giveaway 
Is  Unsafe  In  Omaha 

Omaha — An  Omaha  girl  was  on  her 
way  home  from  a  nabe  theater  with  a 
dinner  plate  she  had  received  there 
when  a  thief  tried  to  grab  her  purse 
from  her  arms.  She  put  up  too  good 
a  fight  for  her  purse,  so  the  thief 
grabbed   the   plate   and   ran! 


Triples,  Plus  Premiums,  Appear  in  Chi, 

Chicago — Triple  features,  after  threatening  to  do  a  fadeout,  have  taken  on  a  new 
lease  of  life,  number  of  houses  using  them  advancing  to  12.  Couple  of  theaters 
offer   premiums    to    boot. 

Book  Night  is  now  being  employed  by  eight  houses,  while  18  more  are  using 
other   premiums. 


CBS  to  Explore  "New  Tele"     Five  New  Film  Houses 
Frontiers,  Says  Wm.  S.  Paley  Building  In  Wisconsin 


Columbia  Broadcasting  System  is 
looking  to  the  coming  year  for  new 
developments  in  television. 

"We  will  continue  to  explore  the 
new  frontiers  of  television,"  said 
William  S.  Paley,  president  of  CBS, 
in  a  statement  yesterday,  "looking 
towards  a  proper  mastery  of  the 
technical  and  program  technique 
rather  than  mere  novelty  of  exploi- 
tation." 

Commenting  on  the  current  year 
in  radio,  Paley  stated  that  more  than 
9,000,000  new  radio  sets  went  into 
U.  S.  homes  during  1939. 


Wyandotte  Single  Bill 

Experiment   Is  Clicking 

Detroit — Public  reaction  on  single 
bills  for  week-ends  is  very  favorable 
at  the  Wyandotte  Theater,  Wyan- 
dotte, Alex  Schreiber  of  Associated 
Theaters  said.  Gross  business  has 
taken  a  slight  drop,  as  anticipated, 
but  the  net  has  shown  an  improve- 
ment, because  of  the  lowered  film 
rental   chiefly. 


Robb-Rowley  Building 

New  Little  Rock  House 


Little  Rock,  Ark.  —  Work  has 
started  here  on  the  New  Theater,  to 
be  constructed  at  112-114  Main  St. 
by  Robb  &  Rowley.  Corgan  &  Moore, 
of  Dallas,  Tex.,  are  the  architects. 
Sanders  &  Ginocchio,  Little  Rock, 
are  associate  architects.  House  will 
seat  950  and  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted by   March   15. 


Roxy  Theater  Carollers 

The  custom  of  having  members 
of  its  staff  ring  Christmas  carols  in 
the  rotunda  of  the  theater,  inaug- 
urated several  years  ago  by  the 
Roxy  Theater,  will  again  be  in  evi- 
dence this  holiday  time.  Twenty- 
five  members  of  the  theater's  service 
staff  will  sing  at  the  end  of  each 
screen  feature  on  Saturday,  Sunday 
and  Monday,  Dec.  23,  24  and  25. 


"Katia"  Opens  Tomorrow 

The  Little  Carnegie  Playhouse, 
after  a  go  at  American  pix  subse- 
quent runs,  returns  to  a  first-run 
French  picture  policy  tomorrow  with 
the  showing  there  of  Danielle  Dar- 
rieux's  new  film,  'Katia,"  in  which 
the  English  actor,  John  Loder,  ap- 
pears opposite  her. 


"Last  Desire"  Opens 

The  Belmont  theater  ushered  in  its 
new  policy  last  night  with  the  show- 
ing of  the  French  motion  picture, 
"The  Last  Desire,"  starring  Raimu 
and  Jacqueline  Delubac. 


Milwaukee — At  least  five  new  the- 
aters have  been  announced  for  Wis- 
consin including  houses  in  Pulaski, 
Blanchardville,  East  Troy,  Menom- 
onie  and  Waukesha.  W.  R.  Vincent, 
operator  of  theaters  in  De  Pere  and 
Oconto  Falls,  is  reported  to  contem- 
plate leasing  the  Pulaski  house,  while 
T.  J.  Watson  will  operate  the  thea- 
ter at  Blanchardville;  August  Geyer 
the  East  Troy  house,  Smith  Brothers 
the  Menomonie  theater  and  L.  F. 
Thurwacher  the  house  at  Waukesha. 
All  are  reported  in  various  stages 
of  completion. 


'Gateway  to  Hollywood" 
Will  Wind  Up  on  Dec. 
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Chicago — "The  Gateway  to  Holly- 
wood," the  Jesse  L.  Lasky  quest  for 
new  talent  will  be  closed  by  the 
William  Wrigley  Co.,  which  has  been 
conducting  it  in  co-operation  with 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  on  Dec.  31. 
Wrigley  Company  is  reported  ready- 
ing a  new  show  for  the  Northeast, 
"Making  New  England  Famous," 
which  will  feature  Billy  B.   Van. 

Annabella's  Stage  Show 

Annabella,  French  film  star  who 
has  appeared  in  a  number  of  Amer- 
ican motion  pictures,  will  make  her 
first  appearance  in  New  York  in  a 
stage  role  at  the  new  Pix  Theater, 
on  42nd  St.  between  Sixth  Ave.  and 
Broadway,  in  "The  Citadel  of 
Silence." 


Bergen  Film  Opens  Today 

The  new  Universal  picture  star- 
ring Edgar  Bergen  and  his  famous 
dummy,  Charlie  McCarthy,  entitled 
"Charlie  McCarthy,  Detective,"  opens 
its  Rialto  Theater  engagement  to- 
day. Bergen's  new  dummy,  Mor- 
timer Snerd,  also  appears  in  the 
picture. 


Second  for  "Balalaika" 

The  Music  Hall's  M-G-M  feature, 
"Balalaika,"  starring  Ilona  Massey 
and  Nelson  Eddy,  last  night  entered 
its  second  week  with  prediction  of 
business  to  exceed  that  of  the  first 
week. 


Ezra  Stone  Returns 

Ezra  Stone,  who  has  been  in  Hol- 
lywood on  picture  work  has  returned 
to  New  York  and  tomorrow  evening 
will  re-enter  the  cast  of  George 
Abbott's  stage  production,  "See  My 
Lawyer." 

"Marietta,"  U.  K.  Re-issue 

London  (By  Cable)— Metro  will 
re-issue  "Naughty  Marietta"  here 
March    18. 


FEWER  ARBITRATION 
GASES  IN  NEW  YORK 


Arbitration  played  a  very  small 
part  in  the  activities  of  the  New 
York  Film  Board  of  Trade  during 
1939,  it  was  learned  yesterdasrVThe 
only  remaining  film  board  wasTjhled 
upon  to  handle  less  than  10  contract 
disputes  through  arbitration  in  the 
last  12  months.  While  the  exact 
number  has  not  yet  been  determined, 
it  is  understood  that  there  were 
fewer  arbitration  calls  this  year  than 
in  1938. 

The  local  film  board  handles  only 
disputes  rising  from  contracts  in 
which  the  voluntary  arbitration 
clauses  are  signed  by  both  the  ex- 
hibitor and  distributor.  When  arbi- 
tration is  sought,  the  exhibitor  and 
distributor  each  selects  two  arbitra- 
tors. 

Most  of  the  disputes  during  the 
year  were  settled  before  going  to 
court  or  before  going  to  arbitration. 

The  annual  election  of  Film  Board 
officers,  usually  held  in  December, 
will  not  be  held  until  next  month. 
Annual  report  of  the  board's  activi- 
ties will  be  issued  late  in  January. 
Its  contents  are  confidential  to  mem- 
bers. 


St.  John  With  Deutsch 

London  (By  Cable)— Earl  St.  John 
has  left  Paramount's  theater  de- 
partment after  a  long  association  to 
join  Oscar  Deutsch's  Odeon  circuit. 
It  is  reported  that  he  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  seven  Paramount  thea- 
ters which  Odeon  recently  took  over. 
Theaters  remaining  in  the  Para- 
mount group  will  be  under  the  di- 
rection of  T.  C.  Reddin,  formerly 
general  supervisor  of  the  theaters 
under  St.  John. 


Biograph   In   Name  Switch 

Albany — Biograph  Studios,  Inc., 
has  filed  a  change  of  name  to  Mo- 
tion Picture  Studios,  Inc.,  and  Acti- 
nograph  Corp.  has  changed  its  name 
to  Biograph  Studios  Corp. 


Muni  Giving  Party 

Paul  Muni,  now  stage-starring  in 
"Key  Largo"  at  the  Barrymore  The- 
ater, will  give  a  backstage  party 
for  the  members  of  his  cast  Satur- 
day evening. 


And  Even  In  "Wind" 
Race,  It's  Brooklyn 

At  6  a.m.,  under  extreme  adverse 
weather  conditions  described  by  the 
Weather  Bureau  as  "threatening  and 
foggy,  with  a  drizzle  quickly  turning 
into  steady  downpour,"  Marcel  Gruber, 
a  Brooklyn  youth,  took  up  the  long 
vigil  to  become  the  first  unreserved-seat 
customer  for  the  Capitol's  "Cone  With 
the  Wind"  engagement.  Gruber  was 
joined  a  few  minutes  later  by  Miss  Mil- 
dred Wolney,  a  young  lady  from  Man- 
hattan. Miss  Wolney  appeared  chagrined 
to  learn  that  Brooklyn  had  taken  first 
honors,  and  bitterly  recalled  the  1939 
National   League  baseball   pennant  race. 
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More  Than  $500,000  in  Bonuses  Split  in  Film  Industry 

COPYRIGHT  VIOLATIONSJISE;  "BIGYCLINf  LEADS 

D  of  J  Reported  Blocking  Loew  Deal  for  Peskay  House 


Refusal     of     Approval     Said 

Linked   to  Government's 

N.  Y.  Equity  Suit 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  is  reported  to  have  refused 
to  give  its  approval  to  a  deal  where- 
by Loew's,  Inc.,  would  take  over  the 
Pickwick  Theater,  Greenwich,  Conn., 
now  operated  by  Ed  Peskay. 

The  Pickwick  case  is  in  the  legal 
spotlight  because  Peskay  is  reported 
to  have  prepared  an  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  major  companies  and 
three  circuits,  charging  inability  to 
get  product  for  the  2,000-seat  the- 
ater. The  suit  was  filed  in  1938 
and    was   withdrawn   the    same   day 

'Continued  on  Page  7) 
A  Merry  Christmas 

SLRB  SETS  PRECEDENT 
IN  LABOR  RULINGS 


Setting  a  precedent  in  labor  rul- 
ings, the  New  York  State  Labor 
Relations  Board  yesterday  handed 
down  a  decision  that  employes  in  two 
classifications  in  11  houses  operated 
in  Brooklyn  by  the  Endicott  circuit 
should  hold  an  election  within  20 
days  to  determine  whether  the  two 
units   want   to   have   the   Theatrical 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Gary  Anti-Trust  Action 

Hearing  Set  for  Jan.  10 

Chicago  —  Anti  -  trust  action 
brought  by  the  Gary  Theater  Co. 
against  B  &  K,  Warner  Bros.  Thea- 
ters   and    the    majors    in    which    an 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Van  Praag  Named  Chicago 
District  Manager  for  NSS 

Morton  Van  Praag  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  serve  as  National  Screen 
Service's  Chicago  district  manager, 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  He  for- 
merly held  the  post  of  New  York 
sales  manager. 


Home  Offices  to  Start  Celebrating  Early 

Home  offices  of  majors  and  indies  will  call  a  halt  this  afternoon  to  biz  operations, 

with    virtually   all    companies    shutting    down    at    3    o'clock  in    observance    of    oncoming 

Xmas.      Warners'    h.o.     is    scheduled    to    close    at    1     p.m.  and     Universal    at    4    p.m. 

it  is  undeistood. 


RKO's  Board  Chairman  Cast  Deciding 
Vote  on  Underwriting  Plan  of  Atlas 


A  4-4  deadlock  between  directors 
of  RKO  on  the  question  of  approval 
of  the  proposed  Atlas  underwriting 
agreement  was  broken  at  the  meet- 
ing held  Dec.  12  by  an  approving 
vote  by  Chairman  Richard  C.  Pat- 
terson, minutes  of  the  meeting  filed 
yesterday  in  the  Federal  Court  dis- 
closed. The  agreement  had  been 
discussed  both  on  Dec.  11  and  12 
before  a  final  vote  was  taken. 

Raymond  Bell,  Thomas  T.  Durell, 
Frederick  L.  Ehrman  and  N.  Peter 
Rathvon    voted    for    the    agreement, 


and  General  James  C.  Harbord,  John 
E.  Parsons,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus  and 
L.  P.  Yandell  voted  against  the  pro- 
posal. George  J.  Schaefer,  Ned  E. 
Depinet  and  L.  Lawrence  Green 
joined  in  the  discussions,  but  ab- 
stained from  voting.  Green,  who 
represents  creditors,  stated  that  his 
abstention  was  due  to  a  division  of 
opinion  among  the  groups  he  repre- 
sented. 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday granted  an  ad  interim  allow- 

' Continued  on  Page  7) 


Mich.  Co-op  Files  FCC  Complaint  on  Giveaways 


Detroit  —  Formal  complaint  was 
filed  yesterday  with  the  FCC  by 
Co-Operative  Theaters  of  Michigan 
through  Thomas  McGuire,  public  re- 
lations director,  claiming  that  the 
Heidt  "Pot  of  Gold"  radio  program 


violates  Section  316  of  the  Commu- 
nications Act.  McGuire  said  he 
believed  that  the  Commission  will 
take  the  program  off  the  air  as  a 
lottery  when  the  hearing  is  granted 
as  a  result  of  his  petition. 


Presentation  of  More  Than  $500,000 
in  Bonuses  Assures  Merry  Christmas 


Cleveland  Exhib.  Ass'n 

Rejects  By-laws  Change 

Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Exhibitors  Association  voted 
down  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
by-laws,  unanimously  approved  by 
the  board  of  directors,  providing  that 
votes  shall  be  cast  by  persons  finan- 
cially interested  and  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  operation  of  theaters 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Christmas  and  seasonal  bonuses 
distributed  in  the  film  industry  this 
year  will  run  well  above  $500,000, 
it  was  estimated  last  night  on  the 
basis  of  announcements  already 
made. 

In  the  metropolitan  area,  about 
$100,000  will  be  distributed,  although 
that  figure  may  go  higher. 

In  Chicago,  approximately  $65,000 
will  be  distributed;  figure  includes 
insurance  premiums  which  are  being 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Protection      Bureau     Reports 

Violations   Up  from 

16.75%  to 28.08% 

Sharp  rise  in  copyright  violations, 
with  the  "bicycling"  type  outnum- 
bering the  "hold-over"  type  almost 
two  to  one,  is  disclosed  by  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Copyright  Pro- 
tection Bureau,  released  yesterday 
by  Director  Jack  H.  Levin. 

Violations  in  1939  were  found  in 
28.08  per  cent  of  places  investigated 
in  35  states  as  against  16.75 
per  cent  in  the  preceding  year. 
Levin  points  out  that  the  prevalency 
of  "bicycling"  continues  the  last  two 
years'  reversal  of  the  "hold-over" 
predominance. 

Says  Levin's  report: 

"This  increase  in  the  percentage 
of    theaters    investigated    in    which 

<  Continued  on  Page  6) 
A  Merry  Christmas 

MPPDA  BOARD  TACKLES 
NEW  YEAR'S  BUDGETS 


Setting  up  of  budgets  for  the  new 
year  was  discussed  at  the  year-end 
meeting  of  the  MPPDA  board  of  di- 
rectors yesterday.  The  business  was 
not  completed  at  the  five-hour  ses- 
sion and  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
to  Jan.  3. 

All  foreign  department  managers 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Court  Won't  Order  Kennedy 
to  Testify  in  Para.  Suit 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Samuel  H.  Hofstadter  yesterday 
denied  an  application  of  Rae  Nasoff, 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Ford  Drops  Suit  Against 
Loew's,  Inc.,  20th  Cent.-Fox 


Chicago — Anti-trust  suit  against 
20th  Century-Fox  and  Loew's,  Inc., 
will    be    dropped   by    Frank    Ford's 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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man,  The  Film  Renter,  127-133  Wardour  St., 
W.  I.  PARIS— P.  A.  Harle,  La  Cinematog- 
raphic Francaise,  29  Rue  Marsoulan  (12). 
MEXICO  CITY  —  Marco-Aurelio  Galindo, 
Av.  Coyoacan  No.  100B,  Mexico,  D.  F. 
BUENOS  AIRES— Chas  de  Cruz,  Heraldo  Del 
Cinematografista,    Corrientes    1309. 


f\NCE  again,   'tis  the   Christmas  season,   a  season  which   is 
^^  many    things,   a   season   which    has   many   names;    truly    a 
season  whose  spirit  is  broader  than  any 
creed  which  men  recite.  For  many  more 
than  19  centuries,  at  this  season  men 
have  given  gifts,  assembled  their  fam- 
ilies and  friends  around  blazing  hearths, 
responded  to  an  emotion  that  is  pro- 
found and  ancient  and  eternal,  verily  an  immortal  part   of 
man's  inheritance. 
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A  Merry  Christmas 

Pathe  Film  to  Pay  $1.75 

Board  of  directors  of  Pathe  Film 
Corp.  has  declared  the  regular  quar- 
terly dividend  of  $1.75  per  share  on 
the  $7  convertible  preferred  stock, 
payable  Jan.  2  to  stockholders  of 
record  Dec.  26. 


T.  B.  Noble,  Jr.,  Returns 
as  Dent  General  Manager 

Lincoln,  Neb.— T.  B.  Noble,  Jr., 
who  quit  the  job  as  general  manager 
of  L.  L.  Dent's  Westland  Theaters 
(Colorado,  Nebraska  and  Oklahoma) 
three  years  ago  to  set  up  theater 
properties  of  his  own,  affiliated  with 
Dent,  here  and  in  Oklahoma  City, 
goes  back  as  general  manager  in 
Denver,  Jan.  1. 

Noble  will  move  present  acting 
general  manager  Larry  Starsmore, 
to  Pueblo,  Colo,  as  city  manager, 
and  Bob  Pfotenhauer,  now  in  Pueb- 
lo, will  go  down  to  Oklahoma  City, 
where  Noble  has  been.  Howard  Fed- 
erer,  who  came  in  as  Dent's  gen- 
eral manager  when  Noble  left,  then 
followed  Noble  to  become  manager 
of  this  end  of  the  affiliated  prop- 
erty,  will   stay  on  in   Lincoln. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

"Gone  With  the  Wind" 

Starts  in  Four  Cities 


SAFETY|  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 
Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 


729  Seventh  Ave. 
New  York  City 
BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


"Gone  With  the  Wind"  opened  yes- 
terday in  four  more  cities,  the  en- 
gagements being  in  the  so-called 
test  category. 

In  Boston,  largest  spot,  the  pix 
started  at  the  State  and  Orpheum, 
the  former  two-a-day  with  reserved 
seats,  the  latter  three-a-day  with 
reserved  seats  at  night.  In  Read- 
ing, GWTW  bowed  in  at  the  Colon- 
ial on  a  reserved  seat  basis  while 
at  Loew's,  Harrisburg,  and  the  Cap- 
itol, Cincinnati,  the  picture  opened 
without  the  reservation  policy. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

NBC  to  Resume  Feature 

Film  Telecasts  Thursday 

NBC  resumes  telecasting  of  fea- 
ture films  next  week,  with  "Four 
Masked  Men"  set  for  Thursday  night 
at  8:45.  Remainder  of  film  pro- 
gram for  the  week  embraces  shorts, 
including  an  episode  of  the  serial, 
"Burn  'Em  Up  Barnes"  and  "March 
of  Time— Metropolis,  1939." 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Mark  Hellinger  Inherits 

$268,583  From  Father 

Executor's  accounting  fixes  at 
$268,583  the  gross  valuation  of  the 
estate  of  Paul  Hellinger,  father  of 
Mark  J.  Hellinger,  columnist  and 
screen  script  writer  now  living  in 
Hollywood.  The  writer  is  the  sole 
beneficiary. 


Glen  Falls  Firm  Offers 

Radio  Giveaway  Policy 

Lincoln,  Neb. — Little  &  Loomis, 
Glen  Falls,  N.  Y.  insurance  firm, 
wants  a  cut  in  the  insurance  of  the- 
ater box-offices  against  loss  when 
they  guarantee  to  pay  off  the  full 
price  of  the  Turns  "Pot  of  Gold"  show, 
if  the  winner  is  in  the  theater  in- 
stead of  at  home  by  the  radio. 

Insurance  company  offers  $5,000 
protection  each  week  for  a  year 
against  loss  for  $15  premium,  and 
if  five  or  more  theaters  participate 
at  $10  annually  each,  they'll  give 
$10,000    protection. 

Letter   was    written    to    Bob    Liv- 
ingston,    Capitol     exhib    here     who 
started   the    underwriting    stunt. 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Sues  Night  Club  Over 

Use  of  Ziegfeld's  Name 

Suit  for  an  injunction,  accounting 
and  $250,000  damages  was  filed  yes- 
terday in  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court  by  Loew's,  Inc.,  Select  Operat- 
ing Corp.,  and  Billie  Burke  Ziegfeld 
against  the  Ziegfeld  Midnite  Frolic 
Corp.  and  Nicholas  Blair.  Loew's 
claims  exclusive  motion  picture 
rights  to  the  use  of  the  name  Flor- 
enz  Ziegfeld,  Jr.,  and  Ziegfeld  Fol- 
lies. Select  claims  ownership  to 
these  names  for  musicals.  Blair  is 
charged  with  use  of  the  name  Zieg- 
feld Midnite  Frolic  for  a  night  club 
on    Broadway. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Arthur  Kelly  Plays  Santa 

To  UA's  Foreign  Dep't 

Arthur  W.  Kelly,  vice-president  of 
United  Artists  in  charge  of  foreign 
distribution,  gave  a  four-star  per- 
formance as  Santa  Claus  yesterday 
when  he  personally  distributed  gifts 
to  all  members  of  the  Home  Office 
foreign  department. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Katz  to  Fill  11th  Term 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Al  Katz  was  re- 
elected for  the  11th  consecutive  time 
as  president  of  Local  488,  IATSE. 
Others  named:  Horace  Gladfelter, 
vice-president;  M.  C.  Miller,  secre- 
tary; P.  F.  Patterson,  treasurer; 
Samuel  Ruben,  business  agent; 
Charles  Reed,  John  Brunner,  execu- 
tive board;  A.  V.  Morgan,  H.  M. 
Michaels,  Clarence  Rudy,  trustees; 
Lester  Firing,  sergeant-at-arms. 


corninG  rim  goirg 


GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFER  will  go  to  the  Coast 
the  forepart  of  January  for  a  protracted  stay 
at   the   RKO   studios. 

GRADWELL  L.  SEARS,  Warners'  general  man- 
ager of  distribution,  returned  to  the  home  "  Vice 
yesterday    from    a    sales    trip.  $►  y 

ARCHIBALD  SILVERMAN,  operator  of  the 
Strand  Theater,  Providence,  R.  I.,  sails  today 
on    the   Santa    Rosa    for   a    Caribbean   cruise. 

LAURENCE  OLIVIER  flew  back  to  the  Coast 
yesterday  after  a  short  stay  in  New  York. 

TULLIO  CARMINATI  arrives  from  Hollywood 
today    to    spend    the    Christmas    holidays. 

ROBERT  LEWIS,  writer,  returns  today  from 
the   Coast. 

AL  JOLSON  arrived  here  yesterday  from  the 
Coast. 

FRANK  PHELPS,  labor  relations  counsel  for 
Warner  theaters,  leaves  New  York  today  on 
a    business    trip    to    the    Midwest. 

HARRY  CURRY,  English  distributor,  arrives  in 
this  country  in   February  from   England. 

ARTHUR  HORNBLOW  and  his  wife,  MYRNA 
LOY,  left  the  Coast  yesterday  by  plane  for  a 
vacation   in   Mexico   City. 

WALTER  BATCH  ELOR  gets  here  tomorrow 
from   the   Coast. 

C.  W.  SMITH,  vice-president  of  Erpi,  is  en 
route    here    from    the   Coast. 

CLARENCE  ERICKSEN,  business  manager  for 
Walter  Wanger,  is  here  from  Hollywood  on 
business. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER  is  in  Hollywood  for 
product  conferences  and  will  remain  there  until 
after    New   Year's. 

WALTER  COETZ  and  JACK  OTTERSON  are 
set  to   leave  the  Coast  for  New  York  today. 

NATE  SPINGOLD  left  the  Coast  late  in  the 
week    for   West   Palm    Beach,    Fla. 

NORMA  SHEARER  and  her  children  leave 
Hollywood  Monday  for  a  vacation  at  Sun  Valley. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  and  his  son,  DOUGLAS, 
left  Hollywood  by  train  yesterday  for  New 
York. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

'Blue  Bird"  Set  Back 

World  premiere  of  "The  Blue 
Bird"  will  be  given  at  the  Holly- 
wood Theater  on  Jan.  19  instead  of 
Jan.  17  as  previously  announced  by 
20th-Fox.  Stars  and  studio  person- 
alities will  come  from  Hollywood 
to  attend. 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 
to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER  22 
Earl  W.  Wingart  Alfred   T.    Mannon 

DECEMBER  23 

John    Cromwell  James    Roosevelt 

P.    D.    Cochrane  Herman    Pincus 

Leon   Lee 

DECEMBER  24 

Michael      Curtiz  Carl     Brisson 

J.    W.    Alicoate  Evelyn   Hall 

Howard    Hughes  Wilfred    Noy 

Ruth   Chatterton  Ted    Toddy 

Eulalie  Jensen 
DECEMBER  25 

Joseph  M.  Schenck  A.    P.    Waxman 

Charles     Cruze  Tom    Reed 

Beulah     Marie     Dix  Helen   Twelvetrees 

Earle  Foxe  Marguerite    Churchill 

Sonya    Levien  Charles   Curran 

Joe   Bonomo  Joe   Rock 


• 


* 


• 


• 


* 


* 


• 


A 


• 


Merry  Christmas 

to  All 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


From 
THE  GANG 

ON 

FILM  DAILY 


• 


• 


THE    FILM    DAILY 


Friday,  December  22,  1939 


THEATERS 

•     CARPETING 

•     COOLING  EQUIPMENT 

•     PROJECTION 


EOUI 


"WIND'S"  PREMIERE 
ILLUMINATED  BY  GE 


Literally  the  brightest  spots  of  the 
twin  premieres  of  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  at  the  Capitol  and  Astor  The- 
aters were  the  giant  high-intensity 
General  Electric  searchlights  pro- 
vided by  Charles  Ross,  lighting  ex- 
pert. 

To  illuminate  the  houses'  facades 
and  spectacularly  accent  the  dual 
openings  at  the  two  famous  Broad- 
way stands,  Ross  utilized  three 
trucks,  one  at  the  Astor  and  two  at 
the  Capitol.  Additionally,  search- 
lights were  mounted  by  Ross  on  the 
third-floor  ledge  at  Loew's  State 
Building,  opposite  the  Astor. 

In  all,  some  10  of  the  huge  search- 
lights were  used,  having  a  total  out- 
put of  between  40,000,000  and  45,- 
000,000  candlepower. 

Charles  Ross  handles  the  G-E 
searchlights  exclusively  in  this  area. 
He  and  his  company  have  provided 
exterior  illumination  for  virtually 
every  important  film  opening  in 
New  York  at  which  searchlights  have 
been  used,  and  has  furnished  for 
many  years  lighting  equipment  for 
film  studios  in  the  East. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

New  Gardner  Gold  Fiber 

Screens  in  Detroit  Bow 


Detroit — New  Gardner  Gold  Fiber 
screens  are  being  introduced  here 
by  Acme  Theater  Supply  Co.,  with 
first  instalation  reported  in  the  Film 
Exchange  Building  Projection  Room 
for  Max  Blumenthal.  Blumenthal 
has  been  able  to  reduce  his  amper- 
age from  30  to  12  because  of  better 
light  conditions.  Four  additional 
exhibitors  have  placed  orders  follow- 
ing demonstration  at  the  Projection 

Room. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Ward   In  Conrac  Post 

A.  A.  Ward,  for  the  past  two  years 
in  charge  of  special  development 
work  at  Altec,  has  been  appointed 
chief  engineer  of  Conrac,  Inc.,  man- 
ufacturers of  the  Conrac  attendance 
register,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  G.  L.  Carrington,  Conrac 
vice-president. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Smith  Opens  New  Studio 

Detroit — J.  Hall  Smith,  handling 
motion  picture  sound  service,  has 
opened  a  new  studio  at  1119  Webb 
Ave. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Superior  Neon  Moves 

Detroit — Superior  Neon  Co.  sign 
manufacturers,  have  moved  to  new 
headquarters  at  11857  Promenade 
Ave. 


More  Test  Reels 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Theater  Standardiza- 
tion Committee  of  the  Research  Council 
of  the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences  is  considering  the  possibili- 
ties for  preparing  several  additional  types 
of  Test  Reels  which  have  been  requested 
by  the   theater  field. 

The  Committee  is  responsible  for  all 
of  the  Council's  theater  standardization 
activities.  Since  May,  when  the  first 
Test  Reels  were  made  available,  402,549 
feet  of  Test  Reel  film  has  been  dis- 
tributed by  the  Council  throughout  the 
world. 


Franklin  Research  Offers 
New  Wax  Emulsion  Polish 


Philadelphia  —  The  Franklin  Re- 
search Co.  of  5134  Lancaster  Ave., 
announces  a  new  wax  emulsion  pol- 
ish for  fine  finishes,  rubber  gloss 
furniture  polish,  which  is  said  to 
lay  a  hard,  protective  wax  film  over 
the  surface  that  won't  oxidize,  show 
finger  marks  or  gather  dust.  A 
light  dusting  with  a  soft  cloth  is 
all  that  is  needed  to  maintain  lustre, 
it  is  stated,  and  the  emulsion  itself 
may  be  used  as  a  light  cleaner  pre- 
paring the  surface  for  the  protec- 
tive coating  of  wax. 

It  is  designed  especially  for  fine 
finishes  of  wood,  metal,  plastic,  etc., 
and  contains  no  acids,  strong  alkalis 
or  solvents. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Wometco  Building  New 

1,000  Seater  for  Miami 


Miami  —  Wometco  Theaters  has 
started  construction  on  a  new  1,000- 
seat  theater  here,  in  the  northwest 
section  of  Miami  proper.  The  house 
is  being  erected  by  the  Sixty-first 
Building  Corp.  Robert  E.  Collins  is 
the  architect. 

The  new  house  will  have  an  all- 
glass  marquee  with  the  entire  front 
illuminated  by  fluorescent  tubing 
and  lamps.  The  interior  will  be 
streamlined  with  spring-edge  seats 
of  the  latest  type.  Wometco  officials 
expect  the  theater  to  reach  comple- 
tion by  March  1. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

NTS  Columbus  Warehouse 

Cincinnati  —  Hugh  Goding,  office 
manager  for  the  past  five  years  for 
National  Theater  Supply  Co.,  is  now 
covering  the  territory  of  Howard 
Hummel,  resigned.  Godin's  perma- 
nent station  will  be  Columbus,  where 
National  has  opened  a  new  ware- 
house at  1472  Forest  Ave.,  to  facili- 
tate immediate  shipments  and  take 
care  of  emergency  stock. 
A  Merry  Christmas 

New  Ampro  8  mm.  Line 

Chicago — The  Ampro  Corp.  has 
just  completed  a  new  line  of  8  mm. 
projectors,  model  A8. 


WE  LAUNCHES  NEW 
SPECIALTY  DIVISION 


Western  Electric  announces  that 
the  company  has  formed  a  new 
branch  of  the  organization  known 
as  the  Specialty  Products  Division, 
which  unit,  among  other  responsi- 
bilities, will  embrace  both  hearing 
aids  and  sound  systems  for  theaters. 
The  new  division  will  commence  for- 
mal operation  before  Dec.  1,  and  will 
be  located  at  the  Kearny,  N.  J., 
works  of  Western  Electric. 

Heading  the  unit  will  be  F.  R. 
Lack,  whose  official  title  will  be 
manager.  Organization  reporting  to 
him  will  consist  of  F.  J.  Freely,  in 
charge  of  manufacturing;  H.  N. 
Willets,  assistant  sales  manager;  E. 
W.  Thurston,  sales  promotion  mana- 
ger; and  J.  W.  Sprague,  division 
comptroller. 

Since  last  year.  Lack  has  been 
general  commercial  engineer  of 
Western   Electric. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Portable  Mike  "Harness" 
Developed  at  WB  Studios 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood — The  "Man  from  Mars" 
is  the  official  name  of  the  latest 
sound  contrivance  at  Warner  Bros, 
studio,  developed  by  Major  Nathan 
Levinson  and  his  aides. 

Device  consists  of  a  harness-like 
arrangement  which  allows  mike  men 
to  follow  the  action  minute  after 
minute  without  the  interruption 
which  occurred  under  the  old  sys- 
tem. Due  to  the  excessive  weight  of 
the  mike  boom,  equipment  involves 
a  specially  constructed  14-foot  boom 
which  fits  into  a  shoulder  harness 
made  of  aluminum  alloy.  Extremely 
light  weight  of  the  device,  plus  the 
fact  that  the  boom  is  perfectly  bal- 
anced, permits  mike  men  to  keep  the 
microphone  poised  over  the  action 
endlessly. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

RCA  Service  for  Blank 

W.  L.  (Bill)  Jones,  RCA's  national 
service  manager,  announced  that  the 
Blank  Circuit  has  renewed  its  ser- 
vice contract  with  RCA  Photophone 
to  cover  all  of  the  chain's  more  than 
80  theaters  located  in  Iowa,  Nebras- 
ka and  Illinois.  The  deal  was  nego- 
tiated between  Myron  M.  Blank  and 
Bill  Toney  of  the  circuit,  and  Ed- 
ward Auger  and  Carl  Johnson  rep- 
resenting RCA  Photophone. 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Remodel  "U"  Exchange 

Pittsburgh  —  The  New  Universal 
exchange  here  has  been  undergoing 
complete  remodeling  and  moderniza- 
tion, including  the  installation  of  air 
conditioning. 


■    SOME^fR 

Year  Finds  Advanc 

By  JOHN 

MANY  noteworthy  develop 
spect  to  film  theater  d 
has  been  so  widespread  that  i 
few  of  the  results  and  trends. 

Highly  satisfactory  advance 
ditioning,  both  from  the  engirrfc; 
by  their  manufacturers  and  th  tt 
vantageous  and  strategic  place 

The  architect  has  made  pr 
layout,  economizing  in  duct  wi; 
distribution.     Coincidentally,  ll 
with   one   another    to   solve   p  ice 
Hence  there  has  accrued  a  c 
tions,  pius  a  lowering  of  maints. 
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AMONG  the   several   comp 
1939  progress  along  air  c 
Ice   Machinery  Corp.,   Frick  C  e 
division  of  Worthington  Pump  i) 
Train  Co.,  Buffalo  Forge  Co., 
Sturdevant  Co.,  A II is  Chalmer  :: 
of  compressors,  condensers  an 
the  provision  of  automatic  cor 

Seating    generally    made    suk 
American    Seating,    Heywood 
others.    The  Foam  Sponge  Cusjse 
advantages,  which  include  elirr 
fort  piovided,  together  with 
of  fibres,  felts,  stuffing  and  cbiv 
Rubber  seat  has  a  bee-hive  he 
front  edge  lip,  seat  4Vz  men- 
tions of  these  measurements. 

A  significant  trend  demandi 
in  for  better  grade  of  carpet 
joying  high  favor  in  the  bettejd 
latter. 
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BUYERS  of  carpet  have  beco  . 
the  value  of  fine,  thorough 
greasy,  gritty  yarns  so  often  u.  : 

An  added  trend  in  the  fiins 
rubber  matting  in  lobbies  and 

The  field  of  interior  lighting 
down  units,  at  the  expense  of 
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most  real  thini  \ 
which   neither 
see. — Frank  Ch 
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characterized  1939  with  re- 
i  luipmenr.  Patently,  progress 
iiie  to  touch  upon  more  than  a 
lil 

cefc!  in  the  instance  of  air  con- 
duits and  the  experience  gained 
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OKLAHOMA  THEATERS 
BUY  NEW  EQUIPMENT 


Oklahoma  City — A  sudden  burst 
of  new  equipment  purchases  and  the- 
ater remodelings  over  the  state  as 
reported  by  local  supply  houses  has 
opened  the  Winter  buying  season 
with  indications  pointing  to  a  con- 
siderable volume  of  business  over 
the  Winter. 

The  National  Theater  Supply  Co. 
branch  here  reports  the  following: 

Plaza  Theater  at  Tulsa,  South- 
western Theaters,  Inc.,  new  fixtures, 
projectors,  new  box-office  and  new 
Crestwood  carpet. 

Lawton  Theater  Corp.  (Harry  Wil- 
liams, Max  Brock,  Margaret  Day) 
new  Type  A  Simplex  4-Star  projec- 
tors. 

Helena  Theater  at  Helena,  Roy 
Eakin,  252  new  Irwin  chairs. 

Community  Theater  at  Aline, 
owned  by  the  city,  96  new  Irwin 
seats. 

American  Theater  at  Guymon, 
C.  M.  Funk,  Hertner  generators  and 
Simplex  lamps. 

Shamrock  Theater  at  Shamrock, 
Tex.,  new  Simplex.  Owned  by  J.  E. 
Brown. 

Harry's  Theater  at  Cement,  Harry 
Smith,  new  screen. 

Wigwam  Theater  at  Coalgate,  J. 
E.  Holt,  new  National  Velvet  carpet. 

Yukon  Theater  at  Yukon,  Cecil 
Davis,  new  Type  E  4-Star  Simplex 
projectors,  88  new  chairs,  National 
Velvet  Carpet. 

The  Oklahoma  Theater  Supply 
Co.,  of  which  J.  Eldon  Peak  is  man- 
ager, reports  the  following: 

Columbia  Theater  at  Anadarko, 
Ray  Rector,  new  booth  equipment, 
Brinkert  projectors. 

Allred  Theater  at  Pryor,  Fred  All- 
red,  new  booth  equipment,  Brinkert 
projectors,  RCA  sound. 

Rex  Theater  at  Sentinel,  Moody 
Abrea,  new  booth  equipment,  Brink- 
ert projectors. 

Helena  Theater  at  Helena,  Roy 
Eakin,  complete  mechanical  equip- 
ment, Mohawk  carpets  and  Da-Lite 
screen. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Contracts  to  MTE,  NTS 

Cheshire,  Conn. — Natale  DeFran- 
cesco  has  signed  with  Modern  Thea- 
ter Equipment  for  the  installation  of 
400  International  chairs,  and  with 
National  Theater  Supply  for  Sim- 
plex projection,  and  plans  to  open 
his  new  theater  on  or  about  Jan.  15. 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Re-seating  Glastonbury 

Glastonbury,  Conn. — The  400-seat 
Glastonbury  Theater,  operated  by 
Mrs.  Nathan  Lampert  will  be  re- 
seated and  redecorated. 


Organ  for  Trans-Lux 

The  Trans-Lux  Theater,  52nd  St.  and 
Lexington  Ave.,  has  installed  a  Ham- 
mond electrical  pipeless  organ  to  pro- 
vide music  for  its  patrons  during  Christ- 
mas week.  It's  said  to  be  the  first 
time  a  Trans-Lux  theater  has  ever  in- 
stalled a  musical  instrument.  The  organ 
will    be    played    by    Gladys    Stevenson. 


New  Type  of  Draperies 

Introduced  in  Detroit 


Detroit — The  Mork-Green  Studios 
furnished  the  stage  and  house  drap- 
eries for  the  new  Harper  Theater, 
new  East  Side  house  of  Wisper  & 
Wetsman.  The  draperies,  first  of 
their  type  used  here,  are  painted 
plush  in  coral  and  turquoise. 

This  firm  has  the  contract  for  the 
stage  and  house  draperies  and  cur- 
tains for  the  Cameo  Theater. 

All  hands  have  been  kept  very 
busy,  according  to  Robert  J.  Mork 
filling  contracts,  among  those  the 
new  900-seat  house  at  Bryan,  0.,  of 
the  Ellaness  Corp.,  the  1,000-seat 
house  at  Masillon,  0.,  for  Pyramid 
Theater  Corp. — both  now  under  con- 
struction and  a  new  house  at  Fair- 
mont, W.  Va.,  under  construction. 


NEW  CASHIER'S  CHAIR 
TO  THWART  HOLD-UPS 


Royal  Metal  Manufacturing  Co.  is 
introducing  a  Royalchrome  cashier's 
chair  that  will  thwart  attempted 
hold-ups,  because  it  has  a  heavy 
steel,  triple-locked  safety  deposit 
box  located  unobtrusively  under  the 
seat.  A  slot  allows  the  cashier  to 
slip  in  currency  easily. 

The  safety  box  requires  two  keys 
to  open — one  for  the  cashier,  the 
other  for  the  manager.  Another  in- 
novation is  that  special  channels  are 
available  for  anchoring  the  chair  to 
the  floor  permanently  so  as  to  pre- 
vent removal.  The  chair  also  slides 
in  these  channels,  allowing  adjust- 
ment for  the  comfort  of  the  occu- 
pant. 

The  chair  saves  the  expense  of 
carrying  hold-up  insurance.  Or  in 
such  cases  where  insurance  is  neces- 
sary, it  will  facilitate  carrying  less. 

The  chair  frame  is  Royalchrome 
plated  and  the  seat  and  back  are 
upholstered  with  guaranteed  leather- 
ette in  any  color. 

Seat  is  extremely  comfortable  be- 
cause of  its  Marshal  spring  construc- 
tion. 


"WE   ARE   NOT  ALONE" 

You'll  have  plenty  of  company 
when  you  install  Alexander 
Smith  Carpet  in  your  house.  This 
famous  carpet  is  used  in  the 
majority  of  the  country's  success- 
ful theatres. 


ALEXANDER  SMITH  CARPET 
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COPYRIGHT  VIOLATIONS 
UP:  BICYCLING  LEADS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

violations  were  found  is  probably 
attributable  to  the  fact  that  investi- 
gations have  been  instituted  as  the 
result  of  more  creditable  complaints 
based  upon  a  closer  surveillance  of 
theater  operations  and  bookings  by 
the  distributors'  branch  representa- 
tives, a  tightening  of  the  license 
limitations  in  the  forms  of  exhibi- 
tion license  contracts  used,  as  well 
as  the  very  considerable  number  of 
new  and  inexperienced  exhibitors 
who  have  entered  the  business  dur- 
ing recent  years." 

The  report  also  discusses,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  report  of  the  unauthor- 
ized exhibitions,  the  results  of  a 
1939  survey  of  C.C.C.  Camps  which 
revealed  that  of  the  1,327  C.C.C. 
Camps  on  which  information  was 
secured,  only  171  camps  (about  13 
per  cent)  exhibited  35  mm.  pictures; 
799  (about  60  per  cent)  exhibited 
16  mm.  pictures;  357  (about  27  per 
cent)    exhibited  no  pictures  at  all. 

The  Bureau  report  states  that  dur- 
ing the  current  year  the  Bureau  ex- 
perimentally established  and  put  in- 
to operation  a  new  department  to 
handle  investigations  of  duped,  boot- 
legged, lost  and  stolen  prints.  In 
connection  with  this  new  activity, 
a  comprehensive  investigation  of  the 
illicit  distribution  of  prints  by  in- 
dividuals or  independent  companies 
in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States  was  instituted  with  disclosure 
of  startling  conditions. 

Concrete  results  of  a  very  consid- 
erable nature  have  already  been 
achieved.  The  operator  of  a  motion 
picture  laboratory  was  convicted  in 
Federal  Court.  In  addition,  certain 
independent  dealers,  trafficking  for 
many  years  in  illicit  prints,  are  now 
out  of  business,  and  the  Bureau  has 
recovered  for  the  major  distributors 
a  considerable  number  of  prints  of 
their  pictures  illegally  in  circulation. 
Full  co-operation  of  the  FBI  has 
been  secured  by  the  Bureau. 

The  report  cites  many  instances 
of  illicit  trafficking  in  the  pictures 
belonging  to  the  various  distribu- 
tors. There  were  instances  discov- 
ered of  duped  portions  of  motion 
pictures  belonging  to  major  distrib- 
utors being  incorporated  into  inde- 
pendently produced  subjects  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  distributors 
of  such  duping. 

Report  of  Gabriel  L.  Hess,  counsel 
for  the  distributors  in  these  matters, 
discusses  a  number  of  important  de- 
cisions handed  down  by  the  Federal 
Courts  during  the  past  year. 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Ford  Drops  Suit  Against 
Loew's,  Inc.,  20th  Cent.-Fox 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Evanston  Stadium  Theater  Co.,  in 
return  for  satisfactory  new  season 
contracts,  now  being  negotiated. 

Ford's  attorneys  reserve  the  right 
to  continue  the  suit  against  other 
companies  named  in  the  original  suit. 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


"At  Christmas  play  and  make  good  cheer, 
For  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year." 
—Thomas  Tusser. 


I*      •      •     'TWAS  away  back  in  the  16th  Century 

[that  the  literary  Mr.  Tusser penned  the   above 

advisory  couplet and  'twould  please  his  spirit 

»"  to   look    down    upon    all    the    play    and    good-cheer 

making to  which  filmland  is  dedicating  itself  this  Christmas 

and  with  good  reasons which  are  all  too  obvious  for  mention 


•      •      •     SOME  specific  places  we  know will  have  a  "col- 
orful" Christmas if  you  want  to  call  red  stains  on  white  snow 

'"colorful" Some    other    specific    places    we    know will 

have  neither  a  silent  nor  holy  night  to  usher  in  the  Christmas  sun 

on  this  1939  birthday  of  the  Son  of  Man the  Prince  of 

Peace for  silence  and  holiness  are   scarcely   attributes  of 

thundering  guns and  you'll  have  to  admit  that  anti-aircraft 

searchlight  beams are  pretty  ghastly  imitations  of  the  light 

shed  by  the  Star  of  Bethlehem 


•      •      •     IT  is  not  at  all  astonishing  that  along  our  local  Film  Row 

just  as  along  Film  Rows  elsewhere  in  the  land and  from  the 

biggest  of  studios  down  to  the  smallest  of  pix  theaters the  spirit 

of  Christmas  is  rampant  this  year Play  and  the  making  of  good- 
cheer  are  just  the  reverent  expressions  of  a  tremendous  thankfulness 
that  there  is  Peace  in  our  part  of  the  Earth and  that  "Good- 
Will  To  Men"  doesn't  mean  "Hate  Thy  Neighbor" 


•      •      •     IN  every  film  company  office  today play  and 

good-cheer  will  reign with  many  pix  organizations  holding 

what    amounts    to    "open    house" Others    will    hold    private 

affairs as  witness  the  afternoon  party  of  the  Paramount  Pep 

Club Newmade  Products  Corp.'s  scheduled  shindig and 

the  annual  Ridlto  frolic to  be  given  for  Arthur  Mayer   by 

his  staff  of  henchmen in  the  evening  at  the  Rialto  headquart- 
ers  This  frolic  will  celebrate  both  Xmas  and  the  theater's 

fourth   anniversary will   boost   Arthur    (Custer)    Mayer  jor 

a  fifth  term  as  house's  General and  the  festivities  will  include 

the  unveiling  of  "A  Nightmare  At  the  Rialto" a  senes  of 

murals  which  Nat  (Music  Hall-International  Casino)  Karson 

has  designed  to  illustrate  the  Rialto's  pursuit  of  horror 


•      •      •     AS   usual the    Christmastide   means    choral   music    at 

the  Roxy with  25  members  of  that  theater's  uniformed  Service  Staff 

making  up  a  special  choir the  largest  such  group  yet  to  participate 

in  this  annual  event They  will  sing  Xmas  Carols  in   the  rotunda 

of  the  house  at  the  conclusion  of  each  screen  feature   throughout   the 

day  and  evening  performance tomorrow.  Sunday  and  Monday 

Hal  Beckett,  one  of  the  Roxy's  musical  arrangers  has  been  training  and 
rehearsing  the  members  for  their  renditions of  "Silent  Night,"  "O.  Lit- 
tle Town  of  Bethlehem,"  "Hark  The  Herald  Angels  Sing,"  and  "O  Come 
All  Ye  Faithful" 


•      •     MAY    YOUR    CHRISTMAS    BE    A 
'GLORIOUS    TIME    OF   GREAT    TOO- 
MUCH" 


«      «      « 


»      »      » 


MORE  THAN  $500,000 
IN  FILM  BONUSES 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

paid  this  year  for  employes  by  B  & 
K  and  Great  States  as  holiday  gifts. 
Among  Chicago  firms  giving  Y'  iuses 
are  Essaness,  Jones,  LinFy  & 
Schaefer  and  the  Alliance  theater 
circuit.  H  &  E  Balaban  circuit  is 
presenting  all  employes  with  insur- 
ance policies. 

Bonus  aggregate  in  Detroit  is  es- 
timated at  $20,000;  among  the  com- 
panies making  such  gifts  are  United 
Detroit  Theaters,  Paramount  affil- 
iate; Co-operative  Theaters  of  Michi- 
gan, Wisper  &  Wetsman  and  Komer 
&  Goldberg,  and  practically  all  ser- 
vice and  supply  companies. 

Leading  theater  circuits  in  the 
Southwest  are  distributing  bonuses; 
included  are  Interstate,  Texas  Con- 
solidated and  Robb  &  Rowley,  the 
latter  splitting  $20,000  among  500 
employes.  Griffith  Theaters  will  dis- 
tribute an  annual  bonus  after  Jan.  1. 

National  Theaters  annual  Fall 
drive  winds  up  tomorrow,  with  a 
home  office  executive  stating  yester- 
day that  under  existing  business 
conditions  the  drive  had  been  highly 
successful.  Theater  employes  of 
the  chain  and  field  men  will  share 
in  a  division  of  prize  money  and  a 
Christmas  bonus,  with  total  disburse- 
ments of  cash  to  go  well  over  $50,- 
000,  it  was  understood. 


West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — A  check  up  of  Holly- 
wood studios  and  various  producing 
units  discloses  the  fact  that  Walter 
Wanger  and  Samuel  Goldwyn  Studio 
Corp.,  and  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  are 
the  only  organizations  that  will  pay 
a  Christmas  bonus.  Wanger  will 
spend  about  $4,000  in  giving  an  extra 
week's  pay  to  his  employes  who  re- 
ceive less  than  $100  a  week,  while 
the  Goldwyn  organizations  have  not 
worked  out  all  details  of  their  bonus 
payment  plan  as  yet. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Court  Won't  Order  Kennedy 
to  Testify  in  Para.  Suit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Paramount  stockholder,  for  an  order 
to  direct  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  U.  S. 
Ambassador  to  Great  Britain,  to 
testify  before  trial. 

The  application  had  sought  Ken- 
nedy's testimony  on  the  preparation 
of  the  Kennedy  report  to  Paramount 
claiming  that  he  was  a  witness  to 
alleged  acts  of  waste  and  misman- 
agement. The  Court  stated  that 
Kennedy  had  no  personal  knowledge 
of  any  claimed  wrongful  acts  and 
could  only  submit  opinions  on  the 
subject. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Gary  Anti-Trust  Action 

Hearing  Set  for  Jan.  10 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

injunction  is  sought  against  alleged 
monopoly  will  come  up  for  a  hearing 
on  Jan.  10,  according  to  the  plain- 
tiff. 
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SLRB  SETS  PRECEDENT 

!     IN  LABOR  RULINGS 
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^Managers,  Agents  and  Treasurers, 
motion  picture  division,  represent 
ther.~^s  a  bargaining  agent.  De- 
cision was  viewed  with  interest  by 
lawyers  last  night  as  the  operating 
setup  of  the  theaters  presented  an 
involved  corporate  puzzle.  Opera- 
tors were  not  included  in  the  ruling. 

if  The  first  unit  includes  managers 
and  assistant  managers,  with  ushers, 
cashiers,  doormen  and  licensed  mat- 

r.  rons  falling  in  the  second  group. 
The  union  situation  is  also  involved 
in  this  instance,  with  the  IATSE 
now  actively  organizing  some  of  the 
^classifications  which  will  vote  on 
.whether  or  not  they  want  the  TMAT 
to  represent  them.  However,  it  is 
not  expected  that  any  difficulty  will 
[rise  from  this  situation  as  both 
funions  are  A  F  of  L  members.  Metro, 
'Sun,  Endicott,  Hollywood,  Fortway, 
.Berkshire,  Ritz,  Park,  Coliseum, 
\  Sunset  and  Vanity  are  the  houses 
j  involved. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

RKO  Board  Chairman  Cast 
Deciding  Vote  for  Atlas  Plan 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ance  of  $50,000  plus  $612  disburse- 
ments to  William  J.  Donovan,  attor- 
ney for  the  Irving  Trust,  trustee  of 
RKO,  and  $32,500  to  the  trustee. 
'Donovan,  to  date,  has  received 
$310,000  and  the  Irving  Trust  has 
received  $192,500  Price,  Waterhouse 
&  Co.  also  received  $4,800  for  prep- 
aration of  the  1938  annual  report. 

An  application  was  filed  yester- 
day by  the  Irving  Trust  to  reduce 
four  claims  totaling  $917,717  to 
$103,726  pursuant  to  agreement.  A 
claim  of  the  American  Co.  on  a  guar- 
antee will  be  increased  by  $3,558 
pursuant  to    the   application. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Harry  Brandt  Given  Watch 

at  Testimonial  Dinner 

r 
i. 
o 


A  platinum  watch  with  diamond- 
encrusted  numerals  was  presented  to 
Harry  Brandt  last  night  at  the  testi- 
monial dinner  in  honor  of  his  25th 
anniversary  in  the  film  business. 
Approximately  600  persons  attended 
the  banquet  in  the  Grand  Ball  Room 
of  the  Hotel  Astor. 

Among  those  on  the  dais  were 
George  J.  Schaefer,  Nate  J.  Blum- 
berg,  William  F.  Rodgers,  Ned  E. 
Depinet,  Jack  Cohn,  Harry  Gold, 
Louis  Nizer,  Milton  C.  Weisman, 
David  Weinstock,  W.  G.  Van  Schmus, 
Senator  Robert  F.  Wagner,  Joseph 
D.  McGoldrick,  Paul  Moss,  James  J. 
Walker,  Charles  Poletti,  Mitchell 
May  and  Gilbert  Josephson. 

Weisman  was  toastmaster  and 
speakers  included  Rodgers,  Walker, 
May,  Josephson  and  Poletti.  Floor- 
show  was  emceed  by  Lou  Parks  and 
Bob  Hall. 


Schine  Managers  Promoting  Car  Giveaways 

Will  Get  Percentage  Above  Regular  Gross 

GioversviUe,  N.  Y. — While  the  Schine  circuit  is  giving  no  general  bonus  this 
year,  those  theater  managers  who  promote  car  giveaways  or  other  special  Christmas 
attractions  will  receive  a  percentage  above  the  regular  gross.  Home  office  force 
will    receive    presents   at   a    Christmas    party. 


SAY  D  OF  J  BLOCKS 
LOEW-PESKAY  DEAL 


MPPDA  Board  of  Directors     (  Cleveland  Exhib.  Ass'n 
Tackles  New  Year's  Budgets  Rejects  By-Law  Change 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  member  companies  were 
called  in  to  explain  the  effects  of 
the   European   war   on   the   industry. 

Attending  thf>  board  meeting  were 
Will  H.  Hays,  Major  Frederick  Her- 
ron,  Murray  Silverstone,  Nicholas 
M.  Schenck,  W.  C.  Michel,  Jack 
Cohn,  Nate  Blumberg,  E.  W.  Ham- 
mons,  Barney  Balaban,  George 
Schaefer  and  Joseph  Hazen. 

Foreign  department  heads  in- 
cluded John  W.  Hicks,  Arthur  Loew, 
Phil  Reisman,  Joseph  McConville, 
Arthur  Kelly,  Joseph  Seidelman, 
Walter  Hutchinson  and  Carl  McDon- 
ald. David  Bernstein  of  Loew's  also 
attended. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Para.-Rivoli  Host  Digges, 
"Light  that  Failed"  Co-Star 

Paramount  Pictures  teamed  with 
the  Rivoli  Theater  yesterday  in 
tendering  a  cocktail  party  and  buffet 
supper  at  that  house  to  usher  in  the 
Christmas   season. 

Dudley  Digges,  starring  with  Ron- 
ald Colman  and  Walter  Huston  in 
Paramount's  screen  version  of  Rud- 
yard  Kipling's  "The  Light  That 
Failed,"  acted  as  co-hosts. 

The  film  goes  into  the  Rivoli  today 
for  a  run,  succeeding  Universal's 
standout  attraction,  "Destry  Rides 
Again." 

Present  yesterday  at  the  cocktail 
reception  and  supper  were  members 
of  the  film  trade  press,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  fan  and  general  mag- 
azines, augmented  by  metropolitan 
dailies'  scribes. 

Among  others  attending  were  Rob- 
ert Gillham,  Lynn  Farnol,  William 
A.  Scully,  Budd  Rogers,  Lou  Pollock, 
Al  Margolies,  Sammy  Cohen,  C.  N. 
Odell  James  Dunn,  Arthur  Jeffrey, 
Bert  Champion,  Hank  Linet  and 
Herb  Berg. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

Vass   Family  for  Air  Series 

The  Vass  Family,  well  known  in 
pictures  and  on  the  air,  have  been 
set  by  Herman  Bernie  to  appear  on 
the  new  Sensation  Cigarette  ser- 
ies, starting  after  the  first  of  the 
vear. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

instead  of  voting  by  theaters.  The 
system  of  voting  by  theaters  has 
prevailed  for  more  than  25  years, 
ever  since  the  formation  of  a  local 
exhibitor  organization. 

According  to  M.  B.  Horwitz,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  six-tbeater 
Washington  circuit,  Cleveland,  and 
proponent  of  the  plan  rejected,  "Of 
all  the  persons  voting  against  the 
amendment,  only  one  individual 
voted  against  this  amendment — the 
balance  of  all  the  negative  votes  was 
by  the  four  circuits  and  their  rela- 
tives." 

Horwitz  in  a  statement  sent  to 
The  Film  Daily  contends  that  this, 
in  substance,  means  "that  the  four 
circuits,  together  with  their  rela- 
tives, can  cast  more  votes  than  the 
entire  balance  of  membership,  and 
therefore  outvote  them  on  anything 
that  is  advantageous  to  themselves." 
A  Merry  Christmas 

Sol  Tepper  Joins  IAI 

Sol  Tepper,  booking  agent,  has 
returned  from  Chicago  to  join  the 
International   Attractions,  Inc. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

when  the  major  companies  asserted- 
ly  offered  to  compromise  on  the  prod- 
uct situation. 

Reason  for  the  withholding  of  ap- 
proval by  the  Justice  Department 
was  not  given,  but  it  is  believed  by 
some  that  the  Government  sees  a 
strong  point  in  its  equity  action 
against  the  industry  in  the  Pickwick 
case,  and  passing  of  the  theater  to 
Loew  might  result  in  Peskay's 
threatened  suit  being  dropped. 


Greenwich,  Conn. — Reports  here 
indicate  that  Loew's,  Inc.,  will  take 
over  the  Pickwick  Theater  tomorrow. 
It  is  rumored  that  Loew's  plans  to 
operate  the  house  on  its  present 
policy  in  an  effoi't  to  prove  that  the 
theater  can  be  run  profitably  with 
old  pictures. 

It  is  said  here  that  the  deal  for 
the  Pickwick  was  engineered  by 
Loew's  and  the  majors  and  that  Pes- 
kay  is  not  anxious  to  pass  the  house 
over  to  the  circuit. 

A  Merry  Christmas 

A.  P.  Hollis  Still  III 

Chicago — A.  P.  Hollis,  advertising 
manager  of  the  DeVry  Corp.,  is  still 
confined  to  his  home  suffering  from 
the  effects  of  a  heart  attack.  C.  H. 
Rolof  is  acting  during  Hollis'  ab- 
sence. 


Joseph  A.  Brady  Dead 

Joseph  A.  Brady,  assistant  city 
editor  of  the  World  Telegram,  who 
conducted  that  paper's  expose  of  a 
fake  "movie  studio,"  died  in  his  of- 
fice yesterday  from  a  heart  attack. 
World  War  hero  and  veteran  of  the 
old  World,  Brady  at  one  time  was 
on  the  editorial  staffs  of  Syracuse 
and  Rochester  newspapers. 


NOW  IN  SECOND 
SUCCESSFUL  YEAR 


ANNOUNCED  over  a  year  ago,  Eastman's 
three  new  negative  films  scored  an  in- 
stant success.  Today,  Plus-X,  Super-XX, 
and  Background-X  are  firmly  established 
favorites.  Throughout  the  industry  their 
unrivalled  photographic  quality  and 
trustworthy  uniformity  receive  well- 
merited  acclaim.  Eastman  Kodak  Co., 
Rochester,  N. Y.  (J.  E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  Dis- 
tributors, Fort  Lee,  Chicago,  Hollywood.) 


EASTMAN 


PLUS-X  SUPER-XX 

for  general  studio  use  for  all  difficult  shots 

BACKGROUND-X 

for  backgrounds  and  general  exterior  work 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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Roosevelt  Incorporates  Globe  Prods./  May  Include  Radio 

1939  PRODUCTION  COSTSJN  U.  S.  AT  $165J00,000 

Loew-Peskay  Theater  Deal  Off;  Litigation  Threatens 


D    of   J    Disapproval    is   Said 

Cause;  Operator  Plans 

Trust  Action 

Loew's  reported  deal  for  control 
of  the  Pickwick  Theater,  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  is  off  and  Ed  Peskay,  opera- 
tor of  the  house,  plans  to  file  an 
anti-trust  suit  against  the  major 
companies  and  three  circuits  short- 
ly, it  was  learned  reliably  over  the 
holiday  week-end.  Disapproval  by 
the  Department  of  Justice  of  the 
transfer  is  said  to  have  been  the 
reason  for  the  collapse  of  the  deal. 

An  unusual  angle  in  the  threatened 
suit  is  the  financial  assistance  in 
prosecuting  the  case  assertedly  of- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

CAN  REVJEWEXGHANGE 
PACT  AT  END  OF  YEAR 


Increases  granted  to  the  exchange 
employes  union  members  throuehout 
the  country  as  a  result  of  the  recent 
negotiatiors  between  the  maiors  and 
representatives  of  the  union  and 
IATSE  officers  were  disclosed  at  the 
week-end  wh-n  new  snales  were 
made  known  to  the  workers. 

A  head  inspectress  will  be  named 
where   three    or   mor?   inspectresses 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

FCC  Adopts  Tele  Report; 
Public  Hearing  on  Jan.  15 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Limited  commercial- 
ization of  television  moved  a  step 
nearer  Friday  when  the  FCC  an- 
nounced adoption  of  the  rules  rec- 
ommended by  its  Television  Commit- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

David  Thompson,  RKO  Home 
Office  Cashier,  Stricken 

David  Thompson,  RKO's  home  of- 
fice cashier  and  one  of  the  company's 
oldest  employes  in  point  of  service, 
died  at  his  home   78-11  35th  Ave., 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


$21,000,000  RKO 
CAPITALIZATION 

Increase  in  Line  With 
Reorg's  Consummation 


RKO  Corp.,  through  Prentice- 
Hall,  Inc.,  has  filed  a  certificate  of 
increase  in  capitalization  from  $10,- 
900,000  to  $21,000,000  with  the  State 
Corporation  Department  in  Dover, 
Del. 

Move  was  another  step  towards 
consummation  of  the  RKO  reorgani- 
zation plan,  as  directed  by  Federal 
Judge  William  Bondy  who  approved 
the  Atlas  Corp.  underwriting  agree- 
ment last  week. 

RKO  originally  filed  its  articles  of 
incorporation  at  Dover  on  July  24 
last,  the  nominal  figure  being  used 
as  capitalization  because  the  num- 
ber of  new  preferred  and  common 
shares  at  that  time  was  not  de- 
terminable. 


Year's   Attendance    Holds   at   85,000,000   Weekly; 

Theater  Construction  Figures  Climb; 

Fewer  Features  and  Shorts 

By  JACK  ALICOATE 

Publisher  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Poised  on  the  threshold  of  a  new  year,  with  the  months  imme- 
diately ahead  presenting  a  difficult  docket  of  "unfinished-  busi- 
ness," both  foreign  and  domestic,  the  American  film  industry 
nevertheless  faces  the  future  with  high  courage,  prepared  to 

chart  its   course   by   the   two   fixed 
stars  of  experience  and  foresight. 

Four  months  of  a  world  at  war 
have  left  their  mark  upcn  the  indus- 
try's economic  structure,  and 
whether  the  full  impact  has  been 
felt  remains  to  be  seen,  yet  a  fair 
analysis  of  the  situation  must  con- 
vince th9t  the  effect  thus  far  has 
been  at  marked  variance  with  the 
alarmist  reports  of  last  September. 

For  the  future,  then,  this  sum- 
mary   seems    warranted: 

First,  1940  will  bring  no  dras- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


140  N.Y.PIX  FIRMS 
DISSOLVED  BY  STATE 


Levy-"U"  Contract  Closed; 
Producer  Leaving  for  West 

Having  consummated  his  deal  with 
Universal  as  a  producer,  Jules  Levy 
leaves  for  Hollywood  shortly  after 
Jan.  1  to  put  his  first  picture,  "The 
Boys    from    Syracuse,"    before    the 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


A^anv  —  Arjr>roxim«Telv  140 
cornr rations  allied  with  the  film  in- 
dn«trv  h»v°  b"en  dissolved  bv  nro- 
ol"mQti"n  of  th*3  S°cret*rv  of  State 
fc  failure  to  fil«  recpiired  reports 
and  nav  corporation  taxes  for  three 
consecutive  "ears.  It  is  estimated 
that  nearlv  90  rier  c°nt,  of  the  corpo- 
ration* pre  domiciled  in  Greater 
New  Yrrk. 

Any  corporation  listed  as  dissolved 

(Continued  on  Pnge  8) 


$150  000  in  Bonuses  Given 
Film  Folk  in  Dallas  Area 


Dallas — Total  of  Christmas  and 
holidav  bonus°s  distributed  in  this 
are«<  wpg  wp]1  in  excess  of  $150  000. 

Profit  participation  plan  of  Inter- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Roosevelt's  Incorporation  Papers 
Authorize  $1,000,000  Stock  Issues 


Warners  With  Sufficient 

Films  for  June  Release 


West   Coast   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Burbank— With  20  features  either 
in  actual  production  or  in  the  cut- 
ting rooms,  Warners  studio  has  a 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — James  Roosevelt,  J.  F. 
T.  O'Connor,  former  Federal  Comp- 
troller of  the  Currency,  and  F.  M. 
Hole  on  Friday  filed  in  Sacramento 
articles  of  incorporation  for  Globe 
Productions.  Inc.  O'Connor  and  Hole 
are  Los  Angeles  residents. 
Papers  of  incorporation  stated  that 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


N.  Y.  ALLIED  ASSAILS 
INDUSTRY  "BOMBAST" 


In  *  formal  resolution.  AlM^d  of 
New  York  has  cmd°mn°d  the  prac- 
tice of  s^m°  industrv  leaders  in 
making  "extravagant"  statements 
which  tend  to  incite  adverse  criti- 
cism of  the  business.  Statements  on 
gross    receipts,    sales    policies    and 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Active  Tele  S^les  Comins; 
in  1940,  Says  RCA  Exec. 

"Television  works  and  works  well 
in  the  hands  of  the  public."  Georee 
K.  Throckmorton,  president  of  RCA 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

Equity  Reaffirms  Claims 

to  Tele's  Jurisdiction 


Recoenizine  that  the  question  of 
tele  jurisdiction  is  linked  with  the 
problem    of    the    reorganization    of 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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f  man  c  i  a  l 

NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKFT 

{QUOTATIONS  AS  OF  SAT.,  DEC.  23) 

Net 
High     Low     Close      Chg. 

Am.   Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc    (2l/2%)    65/8       6V8       65/8  —     i/8 
Columbia   Picts.   pfd..    1634     16'/2     16%  +     Vs 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 1  1  1  

Con.    Fm.    Ind.   pfd...      

East.  Kodak   166      166      166       +     '/4 

do  pfd 

Cen.    Th.    Eq 11 3^     Hi/,     1 1 34  4.     34 

Loew's,  Ine 37        35        37       +2 

do  pfd 

Paramount    7%       TVs       1%  —     Vs 

Paramount    1st   pfd 

Paramount  2nd  pfd 

P'*he  Film   lQi-i     10V,     10V, 

PKO     1'4       1'4       1V4       .... 

70>h    Centurv-Frx    ..   12%     11%     '2V4  +     % 

?0th  C°ntury-Fox  pfd 

Univ.    P:ct.    pfd 

W'rner  Bros 3%       3%       334  4.     % 

do    pfd 47V,     471/.     47Vj  4     34 

N^W   YO"K   BOND    MARKET 

Kei'h  B.  F.   rpf .  6s  46 

Loew's  Heb.   V-*  46  102       102       102      —     1/4 

Para.   B'way   3'55 

Para.  P'cts.  6s  55 

p,r>.  P^s.  cv.  3%s47 

PKO    6-41     52         52         52       +     % 

W'rner  Rr»s.'  rv    6"39 

Warner  Bros  ■  -"h*  6-48 

NrW  YORK  CURB   MARKET 

Min'-or'm  Picts 

Sn*«frn«  Corp .... 

Techmco'or     13  1?'A     W>    4-     V, 

Tr»ns-L..x U/g       1V8       T/8  —     Va 

Universal  C^rn.  vtc...     3  3  3       +     % 

Universal    P'ets 

N.     Y.     OVER-THE-COUNTER    STOCK    MA°KeT 

Bid     Asked 

Pstbo    FMm    7    nH 

Frvy  Th=->     Of'i'(>   BMo.   1st  '45 

Loew's  Th°a.  R"IW  fis  1st  '47 

M-t    P'*vhr..«    l-c    2>»l  •<-b.  '45 

Roxy  Thea.  BMs>.  4s  1st  '57 

Goetz  and  M^^c^merv  Off 
For  London;  MGM  to  Resume 

Wert    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    O-Ty 

Hollvwood — Ben  Goetz  and  Rob- 
ert Montgomery  are  scheduled  to 
leave  todav  for  London  where  thev 
will  bo  active  in  the  resumption  of 
M-G-M's  British  program.  Wi+h 
Goetz  producing,  Montgomery  will 
star  in  "I  Had  a  Crmrade."  "Bus- 
man's Holiday"  may  follow. 


a  The  llrosiriwsiv  I 'a  r  si  lie  * 

Cone  With  the  Wind   (Mefro-Go!dwyn-Mayer) — 2nd  week Capitol 

B.lalaika    (Matro-Goldwyn-Mayer) — 2nd   week Music    Hall 

Everything   Happens   at   Night    <20rh    Century-Fox) — 2nd    week Roxy 

Gulliver's    Travels    (Paramount    Pictures-Fleischer) Paramount 

Four    Wives    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) Strand 

The    Light    that    Fai'ed    (Paamnunt    Pictures) ...Rivoli 

The  Cisco  Kid  and  the  Lady  (20th  Century-Fox) Globe 

Reno     (RKO    Radio    Pictures) Criterion 

Charlie    McCsrthy,    Detective    (Universal    Pictures) Rialto 

Two's     Company      (Times     Pictures)      (a) Central 

Crashing    Thru    (Minogram    Pictures)     (a) Central 

Daytime    W  f  e     (20th    Century-Fox)     (a-b) • Palace 

Laugh    It  Off    (RKO    Radio    Pictures)    (a) Palace 

♦    TWO-A-DAY  RUN    ♦ 

Gene   With   the   Wind    (Matro-Go'.dwyn-Mayer) — Selznick — 2nd   week Astor 

♦    FOREIGN  LAMiUAiiE  FEATURES    ♦ 

Harvest    (French    Cinema    Center) — 13th    week World 

Entente  Cordia'e    (Concord   Fi'ms)    (f) 55th   St.   Playhouse 

Entente  Cordiale   (Concord  Films)    (f) 5th  Ave.   Playhouse 

Katia    (Mayer-Burstyn)    Little   Carnegie 

The   Citadel    of   Si'ence    (Film    Alliance) Pix    Theater 

Re    Di    Dinari    (Esperia    Films) Cinecitta 

The    Go'den    Key    (Amkino) Cameo 

Tevya    (Maymon    Films) Continental 

Last     Desire     (Transatlantic     Films) Belmcnt 

Soldier's    Bride    (Werner   F.    Darela) 48th    St.    Theater 

♦    FUTURE  OPEN  I  WIS    ♦ 

Marshal  of  Mesa  City   (RKO  Radio  Pictures) — D?c.    27    (a) Central 

North    Sea    Patrol    (Principal    Pictures) — Dec.    27    (a) Central 

N'ght   of    Nights    (Paramount   Pictures) — D?c.    28 Criterion 

Swanee    River    (20th    Century-Fox) — D?c.    29 Roxy 

The  Hunchback  of  Notre   Dame    (RKO  Radio   Pictures) — Dec.  28 Music   Hall 

The    Big   Guy    (Universal    Pictures) — Dec.    30 Globe 

Invisible    Stripes    (Warner    Bros.    Pictures) — Jan.    11     Strand 

Remember   the    Night    (Paramount   Pictures)    (c) Paramount 

We   Are    Nrt   Alone    (Warner   Bros.    Pictures) — Dec.    28    (a-b) Palace 

Barricade   (20th   Century-Fox) — Dec.  28    (a) Palace 

SOS  M3diterranean   (Vedis  Films) — Jan.   1 Cameo 

Servant  Girls    (Scandinavian  Talking  Pictures) — Dec.  29 48th   St.   Theater 

Condottieri     (Esperia    Films)     (c) Cinecitta 

(a)   Dual    bill.         (b)   Subsequent    run.         (c)   Follows    current    bill,      (f)   Dual  run. 


Theater-Apartment  Project 
Requires  Change  in  Zoning 

Albany  —  Public  hearing  will  be 
held  in  Common  Council  the  week 
of  Jan.  2  on  a  proposed  change  in 
the  zoning  regulations,  to  permit 
erection  of  a  $300,000  apartment 
house  and  theater  along  New  Scot- 
land suburb. 

Rumored  interested  in  leasing  the 
theater  in  the  event  the  proposed 
ordinance  is  okeyed  is  Harry  Hell- 
man,  veteran  indie  exhib.  who  oper- 
ates the  Paramount  and  Rryal  here 
and  the  Palace,  Troy.  Hellman,  how- 
ever, left  for  Florida  before  the  ordi- 
nance was  introduced  and  could  not 
be  reached  for  comment. 


Daily  Worker  Film  Critic 
Also  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 


Because,  he  says,  of  his  refusal  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  "the  party 
line"  in  his  review  of  "Gone  With 
the  Wind,"  Howard  Bushmore,  film 
critic  of  the  Daily  Worker,  Com- 
munist organ,  solved  the  imnasse 
thus  created  bv  resigning.  Rush- 
more  claims  that  his  review  was 
killed  when  he  refused  to  rewrite  it 
under  orders. 


"Blue  Laws"  In  Oil  Town 

Hobbs,  N.  M. — This  Southwestern 
New  Mexico  oil  capital  due  up  a 
150  year  old  blue  law  statute  and 
ordered  the  lid  clamped  down  on 
movies,  pool  halls,  and  most  recrea- 
tion spots. 


Active  Tele  Sales  Coming 
in  1940,  Says  RCA  Exec. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Manufacturing  Co.,  declares  in  a 
year-end  statement,  made  public  to- 
day. 

Throckmorton  points  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  company's  recent  mer- 
chandising experiment  in  Newburgh. 
Middletown  and  Poughkeepsie  as 
proving  that  "television  can  be  sold 
in  quantity." 

He  adds  that  the  company's  mer- 
chandising activities  for  1940  may 
be  based  largely  on  the  methods 
developed  in  the  Newburgh  mer- 
chandising tests. 

"We  anticipate  that  1940  will  real- 
ly mark  the  beginning  of  active 
television  sales,"  he  concludes. 


De  Sousa,  RCA  Treasurer, 
Also  Named  Vice-President 

George  S.  De  Sousa,  treasurer. 
Friday  was  elected  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  RCA,  David  Sar- 
noff,  president,  announced  following 
a  meeting  of  the  Board. 

De  Sousa  has  been  treasurer  of 
RCA  since  its  formation  in  1919.  and 
prior  thereto  was  an  officer  of  the 
Marconi  Wireless  Telegraph  Co.  of 
America,  the  predecessor  company 
to  RCA. 


Buys  "Tree  of  Liberty" 

Went    Coast   Bureau   of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Ho^vwood  —  Elizabeth  Page's 
noted  book,  "The  Tree  of  Liberty," 
has  been  acquired  by  Frank  Llovd 
snd  Jack  Skirball  for  production  in 
March.   Columbia  will  release. 


cominG  firm  gomg 


J.  CHEEVER  COWDIN,  board  chairman  of 
Universal,  flew  to  the  Coast  Sunday  on  busi- 
ness via   TWA. 

JOHN  EBERSON,  film  theater  architect,  left 
New   York   Friday   on   a    business   trip.      ^- 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  will  come  to  N>.  'ork 
the  latter  part  of  January  for  the  premiere  of 
"The    Grapes   of   Wrath." 

WALTON  C.  AMENT,  Pathe  News  editor, 
and  JOE  WALSH,  director  of  their  shorts 
series,  returned  to  N?w  York  at  the  week-end 
after  filming  material  for  new  releases  in  the 
South. 

JACK  MARPOLE,  vice-president  of  Ten-O-Win 
left  New  York  Friday  by  plane  to  spend  the 
holidays    in    San    Francisco    with    his    family. 

BARNEY  BRANNFN,  attorney  for  David  O. 
Selznick,    has   returned    to   the   Coast. 

JIMMIE  STEWART  left  New  York  Friday 
for  his  family's  home  in  Pittsburgh,  going  from 
there  to  the  Coast  this  week  via  TWA. 

HrNRY  CINSBERC  and  BORRAH  MINNE- 
VITCH   flew  to  Hollywood  Saturday  via  TWA. 

HARRY  GOETZ  returned  to  New  York  Sat- 
urday after  a    business   trip   to   Hollywood. 

CLAUDETTE  COLBERT  has  returned  to  Hol- 
lywood   after    a    New    York    vacation. 

DR.  EUC^NE  FRENKE,  producer,  and  his  wife, 
ANNA  STEN.  have  also  returned  to  the  Coast 
after   a    vacation    here. 

ONA  MUNSON  flew  to  the  Coast  Saturday 
via    TWA. 

OLIVIA  DF  HAVILLAND  returned  to  the  Coast 
Friday  via  TWA's  Sky  Chief. 


New  York  Allied  Retains 

Raves  as  Exhib.  Contact 


Sol  Raves,  former  treasurer  of 
the  Theater  Owners  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  has  been  retained  by 
New  York  Allied  as  exhibitor  con- 
tact man  for  upper  New  York  State, 
with   headquarters   in   Buffalo. 


Tri-States  Will  Build 

Honey  Grove,  Tex.  —  The  Tri- 
States  Theaters  Co.,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  has  purchased 
the  Pierce  building  here  and  will 
erect  a  new  theater  on  the  site  im- 
mediately. Plans  call  for  a  550-seat 
theater. 


Fritz  Feld  Signed 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Fritz  Feld  has  been 
signed  by  20th  Century-Fox  for  an 
important  comedy  role  in  "I  Was  an 
Adventuress." 


Best    wishes    from    THE    FILM    DAILY 

to    the    following    on    their    birthdays: 

DECEMBER  26 

Mcrt    B'umenstock 

Charles    A.    Alicoate 


GOOD  HOUSEKEEPING  MAGAZINE 

(over  6  million  readers!)  JUST  SELECTED  AS  THE 

OUTSTANDING  CURRENT  SHORT 
WARNER 
BROS.' 


IN     TECH  NICOLOR 


OLD 
HICKORY 

It's  a  feature  in  two  reels! 
Play  it  now  and  play  it  up ! 
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CAN  REVIEW  EXCHANGE 
PACT  AT  END  OF  YEAR 


(Continued  f'om  Page  1) 

are  employed,  with  a  minimum  of 
$18  50  per  week  for  all  insnectresses. 
Where  two  or  more  shippers  are  em- 
ployed there  must  be  a  head  ship- 
per, with  assistant  shippers  r«ini- 
mum  placed  at  $21  per  week.  Other 
principal  change  in  terms  "f  th°  p^t 
increased  the  amount  of  pay  the 
nio-ht  workers  received  above  day 
workers'  scales. 

Review  of  the  contact  c->n  b° 
called  for  by  either  side  at  the  end 
of  the  fir«t  year  of  its  operation, 
Nov.  30.  1940,  with  pact  to  run  an 
additional  year  from  that  date  un- 
der the  existing:  terms. 


$150,000  in  Bonuses  Given 
Film  Folk  in  Dallas  Area 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

state  Circuit  provides  for  bonuses 
which  run  as  high  as  six  months' 
sal  tv. 

William  Underwood,  local  Repub- 
lic franchise  holder,  distributed  bonu- 
ses to  all  employes,  minimum  being 
three  weeks'  salary. 


Pittsburg-h  —  Harris  Amusement 
Co.,  operating  approximately  20  the- 
aters in  this  territory,  gave  a  bonus 
of  one  week's  salary  to  all  em- 
ployes. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Sol  Lesser  has  given 
a  week's  salary  to  all  of  his  em- 
ployes as  a  Christmas  bonus.  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  Inc.,  and  Samuel  Gcldwyn 
Studio  Corp.  presented  a  holiday 
bonus  of  half  a  week's  salary  to  ail 
employes  getting  less  than  $100  a 
week. 


Maurice  Copeland  Killed 

Albuquerque,  N.  M.  —  Maurice 
Copeland,  Los  Angeles  indie  distrib. 
was  almost  killed  instantly  at  Los 
Lunas,  south  of  here.  Mrs.  Cope- 
land, who  was  with  him,  suffered 
severe  bruises  and  lacerations.  They 
were  en  route  from  Albuquerque  to 
Socorro. 


Albany  —  Midnight  New  Year's 
Eve  has  been  chosen  by  Al  Hoffman, 
assistant  manager  of  Warners'  Ritz, 
Albany,  and  Dawn  Mitchell,  his 
bride-to-be,  for  their  nuptials.  The 
couple  will  stroll  down  the  aisle  on 
the  stroke  of  the  new  year,  1940. 
Manager  Bob  Rosenthal  of  the  Ritz 
is  chairman  of  a  bachelor  party  to 
be  given  Hoffman  this  week. 


New  Haven — Joseph  Calechman, 
assistant  at  the  Howard  Theater 
here,  will  spend  his  honeymoon  in 
Florida  following  his  marriage  to 
Sally  Eskin  of  New  Haven. 


ALONG  THE 


with  PMIL  M.  DALY. 


•      •     •     WELL,  another  Xmas  is  o'er but  didja  ever  know  it 

to  fail that  a  gi.'t  didn't  bob  up some  few  days   alter  Ole 

Santa  bobbed  down your  chimney? Mr.  Exhib.  will   be   the 

recipient  in  this  case and  the  "gift"  will  be  the  annual  film  review 

of  the  news   of    1939 compiled   by  Paramount   News under 

the  personal  aegis  of  Editor  A.  I.  Richard 


•     •     •     THE  Paramount  News  film  review  is  more  than  a 

motion  picture 'cause  it's  a  15-minute  course  in  good,  solid 

Americanism with    George    Washington's    farewell    address 

delivered  in  1796 serving  as  the  "textbook" You, 

Mr.  Exhib and  your  audiences,  too tuill  be  astonished 

at  i  the  vision  the  Father  of  Our  Country  had with  respect 

to  events  of  our  own  day in  fact  RIGHT  NOW! Wash- 
ington,  were    he    living    today,    couldn't    have   fashioned. ....  .a 

more  perfect  cap  to  fit  the  totalitarian  boys  of  contemporary 
Europe than  he  fashioned  in  his  farewell  address to- 
gether with  his  warning  to  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  to  safeguard 

the  freedom  and   liberties of  their  democratic   government 

The   Paramount   News   film whose   title   is   "Year   of 

Dark  Contrasts" is  dramatic  and  superb deserving  the 

widest  possible  booking It  will  be  released  to  theaters  Dec. 

30 as  a  regular  issue  of  Paramount  News 


•  •  •  NOVELTY  plus  power are  the  attributes  of  RKO  Ra- 
dio's well-aimed  campaign on  "The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 

One   can   appropriately   term   this   campaign a   direct   hit in 

behalf  of  a  direct  hit for  that's  what  the  pix  is,  too Among 

the   most   effective    ammunition is    certainly   the   six-page,    folding 

insert which   appeared  in   the   trade   press and   blasted   the 

hard  armor of  the  biz  generally and  made  a  deep  and  lasting 

impression  on  the  exhibition  wing  of  the  industry The  picture  has 

had   a   big   publicity   build-up including    a   legion   of    exceptional 

roto,  mag  and  r.o.p.  newspaper  breaks Momentum  has  been  added 

ako via  billboard  posting  in  some  200  cities  and  towns where 

the   "paper"   used was   novel in   that   it   was   not   just   one 

"splash"  for  the  attraction but  consisted  on  the  billboards 

of  several  distinct  selling  angles  to  interest  the  public Sections  of 

the  individual  big  boards followed  closely  the  panels  of  the  trade 

paper  insert 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  FIELD  Marshal  Paul  Lazarus supreme  com- 
mander of  the  Ampa  army has  taken  a  leaf  out  of  Na- 
poleon's book which  leaf  is  that  an  army  marches  on  its 

stomach Bonaparte  first  demonstrated  this  precept by 

providing   food    and    drink    for    his   martial   followers    as    they 

reached  the  apex  of  the  Alpine  passes en  route  to  the  plains 

°f  ItalV The  soldiers  were  dumbfounded  by  their  Emperor's 

thoughtfulness and  they   both  felt  and  fought  better 

Now    along    comes    Bonaparte    Lazarus and    his    Marshals 

t0  Pr°vide  gratis  grub  at  next  Thursday's  Ampa  luncaeon 

meetin' for  all  members  who  can  prove  that  their  dues  are 

all  paid-up "You  fill  the  treasury and  we'll  fill  you" 

is  the  battle-cry 


N.  Y.  ALLIED  ASSAILS 
INDUSTRY  "BOMBAST" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  A  AAA,  parent  theatrical  union, 
Actor's  Equity  nevertheless  reaf- 
firmed its  contention  that  it  pos- 
sesses jurisdiction  in  the  tele  field 
at  its  quarterly  meeting  Friday  at 
the  Hotel  Astor. 

Paul  Dullzell,  executive  secretary, 
stressed  that  Equity  would  claim  the 
field  although  co-operating  with  af- 
filiated unions  whose  memberships 
were  active  in  telecasts. 


«f     «      €< 


*> 


Levy-"U"  Contract  Closed; 
Producer  Leaving  for  West 

(Continued  f.  om  Page  1) 

cameras.    Picture  will  start  the  Ritz 
Brothers. 

Levy  recently  left  RKO  where  he 
had  been  general  sales  manager  for 
the  last  seven  years,  having  spent  a 
total  of  12  years  with  the  organiza- 
tion. 


STO 


Harold  Baumstone,  treasurer  of 
Pictorial  Films,  became  a  father 
Thursday  when  his  wife,  Catherine, 
gave  birth  to  a  five  pound  baby  boy 
at  Beth  Israel  hospital.  It's  their 
first  child. 


Denver — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bernie 
Hynes  announce  the  birth  of  an 
eight-pound  son  at  St.  Luke's  hos- 
pital. Bernie  is  manager  of  the 
Denver  theater  and  Mrs.  Hynes  was 
formerly  organist  there. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

other  matters.  New  York  Alnied  be- 
lieves, tend  to  lead  to  legislation 
and  agitation  which  are  injurious. 

The  resolution,  which  was  passed 
at  the  recent  state-wide  meet:  ,  in 
Buffalo,  reads  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  that  the  president  and 
counsel  of  Allied  Theater  Owners 
of  New  York  Inc.,  are  authorized 
and  directed  to  issue  a  statement  to 
the  press,  to  the  effect  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  organization  are  op- 
posed to  the  practice  of  some  lead- 
ers and  so-called  laaders  of  this  in- 
dustry making  extravagant  and  bom- 
bastic statements  as  to  prospective 
eross  receipts,  sales  policies,  play- 
dates  and  playing-time  and  other 
matters,  which  statements  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  public  press  and 
are  published;  this  organization  is 
opposed  to  such  practice  because 
such  statements  tend  to  lead  to  legis- 
lation, organization,  regulation  and 
ap-itation  which  are  injurious  to  the 
industry  as  a  whole,  and  because 
su"h  statements  t°nd  to  subject  the 
industry  as  a  whole  to  adverse  criti- 
cism of  which  the  industry  is  not 
deserving  and  to  which  it  should  not 
be  subjected." 

Equity  Reaffirms  Claims 

to  Tele's  Jurisdiction 


Out  of  406  votes  cast  to  date  in  the  Film  Daily  Ten 
Best  Poll,  one  picture  has  received  350  of  these  votes. 


The  second  picture  has  321  votes  and  ballots  are 
still  rolling  in. 

Which  companies  will  be  represented  in  the  Ten  Best? 

Which  company  will  have  the  greatest  number  of 
pictures  in  the  Ten  Best? 

Which  company  will  have  the  first  picture? 

Which  company  will  have  the  greatest  number  of 
pictures  in  the  Honor  Roll? 

^    $    ^ 

FIVE  DAYS  MORE  BEFORE  THE 
FILM  DAILY'S  TEN  BEST  POLL  CLOSES 

So,  at  the  moment 
Your  guess  is  as  good  as  ours  until  January  1st 
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LOEW-PESKAY  THEA. 

DEAL  IS  GALLED  OFF 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fered  by  many  of  the  leading  towns- 
people, who  contend  that  the  mil- 
lion-dollar, 2,000-seat  theater  should 
be  a  first-run,  or  early  subsequent- 
run,  house. 

Alleged  inability  to  get  pictures 
until  several  months  after  they  had 
played  first-run  in  Stamford  and 
Greenwich  is  the  basis  for  the 
threatened  litigation. 

Loew's  was  to  have  taken  over  the 
Pickwick  on  Saturday  and  had  placed 
its  own  manager  and  assistant  in 
the  theater  early  last  week.  When 
townspeople  heard  that  Loew's  would 
operate  the  theater  on  the  same  pol- 
icy, protests  began  to  pour  in,  ac- 
cording to  reports. 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Thurman  Arnold, 
Assistant  Attorney  General,  declined 
on  Friday  to  discuss  reports  that 
the  D  of  J  has  vetoed  the  Loew-Pes- 
kay  deal  involving  the  Pickwick, 
Greenwich,  Conn.,  because  of  its  pos- 
sible relationship  to  the  Govern- 
ment's pending  New  York  equity 
suit. 


Warners  With  Sufficient 

Films  for  June  Release 


(Continued  f,om  Page  1) 

backlog  of  pictures  covering  its  re- 
leases into  next  June. 

Early  in  1940,  work  will  begin  on 
the  company's  program  of  48  "A" 
features  scheduled  for  distribution 
during  the  next  season.  Jack  L. 
Warner  recently  announced  the  to- 
tal elimination  of  "B"  product. 


Singerman  With  Maymon 

Sidney  Singerman,  formerly  of 
Universal  and  later  with  Motion  Pic- 
tures Greatest  Year,  has  been 
named  special  representative  for 
Maymon  Films,  producers  of 
"Tevya,"  starring  Maurice  Schwartz. 
Produced  by  Henry  Ciskin,  the  pic- 
ture is  currently  playing  at  the 
Continental  Theater,  New  York,  and 
the  Walnut,  Philadelphia. 

Koin  Kettle  Quiz 

Naugatuck,  Conn. — The  Gem  The- 
ater has  inaugurated  a  Koin  Kettle 
Quiz,  with  merchants  co-operating 
on  merchandise  and  credits  and  the 
management  offering  money.  Jack 
Henry,  WBRY  Waterbury  manager, 
conducts  the  quiz  questions. 


Batik  (Night)  Holdup 

Rock  Island,  III. — A  lone  bandit  ob- 
tained 5131  in  cash  in  a  holdup  at 
the  Fort  Theater  in  Rock  Island  while 
the  theater  was  crowded  during  Bank 
Night.  H.  D.  Grove,  the  manager,  had 
just  taken  the  bulk  of  receipts  from 
the  box  office  to  the  theater  safe.  The 
bandit  threatened  to  shoot  Grove  when 
he  walked  into  the  box  office  while 
the  holdup  was  in  prograss. 


reviews  of  new  turns 


"Swanee  River" 

with  Don  Ameche,  Al  Jolson, 

Andrea  Leeds 

20th-Fox  84  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD    PREVIEW). 

SPLENDID  ENTERTAINMENT  WITH 
STEPHEN  FOSTER  MELODIES  SHOULD 
CLICK  BIG. 

Here  is  splendid  entertainment,  with  the 
trials  and  tribulations  of  Stephen  C.  Foster, 
the  Northerner,  who  wrote  the  songs  of  the 
South,  being  tellingly  picturized.  The  sooth- 
ing, pleasing  songs  of  the  famous  com- 
poser, who  gained  his  inspiration  from  see- 
ing the  darkies  at  work  on  the  levees  and 
in  the  cotton  fields  and  hearing  their  melo- 
dies, are  cleverly  woven  into  the  plot.  Don 
Ameche  does  fine  work  as  Foster,  to  whom 
George  Reed,  faithful,  old  dusty  coachman, 
says,  "When  I  had  rather  hear  you  whistle 
than  hear  mocking  birds  sing  than  you  are 
ail  right."  Al  Jolson  has  never  done  better 
work  than  as  E.  P.  Christy,  the  "Ethiopian 
Entertainer"  and  head  of  his  own  minstrel 
company  whose  singing  of  the  Foster  songs 
will  cause  many  a  moist  eye.  Andrea  Leeds 
is  especially  good  as  Jane  McDowell,  the 
girl  whom  Foster  marries  and  who  gives  en- 
couragement when  he  needs  it  most.  Felix 
3ressart,  Russell  Hicks,  George  Reed,  George 
Breakstone,  and  Diane  Fisher  are  among  the 
principals  in  the  strong  cast.  Sidney  Lan- 
t. eld's  direction  is  high-class,  being  espe- 
cially effective  in  guiding  the  many  gentle, 
tenaer  scenes.  To  Kenneth  Macgowan  should 
go  much  credit  for  the  production  values 
and  knowing  supervision.  John  Taintor 
Foote  and  Philip  Dunne  fashioned  a  grip- 
ping, heart-warming  screenplay.  Bert  Glen- 
non's  Technicolor  photography  is  worthy  of 
nigh  praise.  The  Hall  Johnson  choir  of 
negro  singers  is  used  to  advantage.  Foster's 
family  insist  that  he  should  take  a  $7-a- 
week  shipping  clerk  job  in  Cincinnati,  but 
he  prefers  to  write  songs.  His  prospective 
father-in-law,  Andrew  McDowell  (Russell 
Hicks)  has  no  faith  in  the  ability  of  Foster, 
who  wants  to  write  "music  from  the  Heart 
of  a  simple  people" — the  darkies.  The 
struggling  composer  is  content  to  sell  "Oh, 
Suzanna"  to  Christy  for  $15  and  allow 
Christy  to  take  credit  as  its  writer.  Soon, 
the  song  is  sweeping  the  country  and  being 
sung  everywhere.  Foster  follows  it  with 
"De  Camptown  Races,"  Christy  having  signed 
him  to  go  on  tour  with  his  troupe.  Foster 
marries  Jane  McDowell,  and  a  daughter, 
Diane  Fisher,  is  born  to  them.  Jane's  beauty 
inspires  him  to  write  "Jeanie  With  the 
Light  Brown  Hair."  It  is  when  Foster's 
classical  music  is  presented  in  New  York 
and  is  a  decided  failure  that  he  goes  to 
pieces  and  drinks  heavily.  Jane  leaves  him, 
but  two  years  later  returns  to  encourage 
him  to  write  "Old  Folks  At  Home,"  but  on 
the  night  that  Christy  introduces  it  to  a 
New  York  audience,  Foster  dies  of  a  heart 
attack. 

CAST:  Don  Ameche,  Al  Jolson,  Andrea 
Leeds,  Felix  Bressart,  Chick  Chandler,  Rus- 
sell Hicks,  George  Reed,  the  Hall  Johnson 
Choir,  R. chard  Clarke,  Diane  Fisher,  Charles 
Halton,  George  Breakstone,  Al  Herman, 
Charles  Trowbridge,  George  Meeker,  Leona 
Roberts,  Charles  Tannen,  Harry  Hayden, 
Clara  Blandick,  Nella  Walker,  Esther  Dale. 

CREDITS:  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  in  charge 
of  production;  Associate  Producer,  Kenneth 
Macgowan;  Director,  Sidney  Lanfield; 
Screenplay,  John  Taintor  Foote  and  Philip 
Dunne;  Photographed  in  Technicolor  by  Bert 


"The  Light  That 
Failed" 

with  Ronald  Colman,  Walter  Huston, 

Muriel  Angelus,  Ida  Lupino, 

Dudley  Digges 

Paramount  97  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

BRILLIANT      CHARACTERIZATIONS, 

FINE  DIRECTION  MAKE  FINE  FILM. 

This  is  a  very  worthy  offering,  high- 
lighted by  brilliant  characterizations,  fine 
direction  and  unusually  good  scripting.  Pro- 
ducer-Director William  A.  Weilman  has 
handled  the  picturization  of  Rudyard  Kip- 
ling's famous  novel  with  masterly  skill.  Ron- 
ald Colman  has  never  given  a  more  able  per- 
formance than  as  the  army  artist,  who 
slowly  loses  his  sight.  Ida  Lupino  s  very 
vivid,  vibrant  characterization  as  a  girl  of 
the  streets,  who  comes  into  the  lives  of 
Colman  and  his  closest  friend,  Walter  Hus- 
ton, a  celebrated  war  correspondent,  should 
win  her  many  important  roles.  Huston,  as 
usual,  does  capital  work,  while  Muriel 
Angelus,  a  newcomer,  also  attracted  much 
favorable  attention.  Another  important 
characterization  is  that  of  Dudley  Digges  as 
a  war  correspondent.  Ernest  Cossart,  ferike 
Boros,  Pedro  de  Cordoba,  Ronald  Sinclair 
and  Sarita  Wooton  are  among  the  principals 
worthy  of  note.  Robert  Carson's  screenplay, 
based  on  the  Kipling  story,  is  one  of  the 
best  writing  efforts  of  the  year.  Theodor 
Sparkuhl's  photography  is  very  commendable. 
Colman  is  a  newspaper  artist  with  the 
British  forces  in  the  Sudan.  Colman  is  hit 
over  the  eye  with  a  spear  that  was  aimed  at 
Huston.  After  a  short  stay  at  Point  Said, 
Coiman  returns  to  London,  where  his  paint- 
ings are  highly  acclaimed  and  sell  for  fancy 
prices.  He  meets  his  childhood  sweetheart, 
Muriel  Angelus,  who  prefers  to  continue  her 
efforts  as  a  painter  rather  than  marry  Coi- 
man. As  his  model,  Colman  uses  Ida  Lupino, 
who  has  been  befriended  by  Huston.  When 
Colman  comes  between  Ida  and  Huston,  she 
becomes  vindictive.  Colman  goes  com- 
pletely blind  and  Ida  mutiliates  the  master- 
piece for  which  she  posed.  When  Colman 
learns  that  Ida  has  destroyed  his  painting, 
his  final  great  work,  he  loses  his  interest 
in  life.  His  old  friends,  Huston  and  Digges, 
carry  out  his  wishes  by  making  arrangements 
so  that  he  can  get  to  an  African  campaign. 
There,  although  blind,  he  rides  bravely  to 
his  death  in  a  cavalry  charge. 

CAST:  Ronald  Colman,  Walter  Huston, 
Muriel  Angelus,  Ida  Lupino,  Dudley  Digges, 
Ernest  Cossart,  Ferike  Boros,  Pedro  de  Cor- 
doba, Colin  Tapley,  Fay  Helm,  Ronald  Sin- 
clair, Sarita  Wooton,  Halliwell  Hobbes, 
Charles  Irwin,  Francis  McDonald,  George 
Regas,  Wilfred  Roberts. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  A.  Weilman; 
Director,  William  A.  Weilman;  Author, 
Rudyard  Kipling;  Screenplay,  Robert  Carson; 
Cameraman,  Theodor  Sparkuhl;  Art  Direc- 
tors, Hans  Freier,  Robert  Odell;  Editor, 
Thomas  Scott;  Sound,  Hugo  Grenzbach, 
Walter  Obersi;  Musical  Score,  Victor  Young; 
Technicolor  Director,  Capt.  Jack  R.  Dur- 
ham-Mathews. 

DIRECTION,  Masterly.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


GLOBE  PRODS.  NAME 
OF  ROOSEVELT'S  GO, 
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the  company  was  authorized  to  issue 
two  classes  of  shares  of  stock  with 
a  total  par  value  of  $1,000,000.  Com- 
pany is  organized  to  "own,^'^ase 
or  otherwise  acquire  theater  and 
broadcasting  stations,"  and  to  "man- 
ufacture, buy  and  hire  all  kinds  of 
still  and  motion  pictures." 

Filing  of  incorporation  papers  was 
first  indication  that  Roosevelt  might 
include  radio  in  his  future  activi- 
ties. His  brother,  Elliott,  is  already 
interested  in  the  formation  of  a  new 
broadcasting  system. 

Announcement  of  Roosevelt's  in- 
tention to  form  an  independent  pro- 
ducing organization  was  made  by  the 
Samuel  Goldwyn  office  after  repeat- 
ed denials  from  Roosevelt  that  he 
had  such  a  purpose  in  view.  Roose- 
velt was  recently  elected  president 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn  Studio  Corp.,  and 
a  short  time  later  resigned  as  vice- 
president  of  Samuel  Goldwyn  Pro- 
ductions. 

It  is  understood  that  he  will  make 
his  productions  at  the  Goldwyn  stu- 
dios as  Goldwyn,  in  making  the  an- 
nouncement, stated  that  he  had 
agreed  to  the  production  of  a  num- 
ber of  pictures  there  by  Roosevelt's 
independent  company.  Shortly  there- 
after Roosevelt  stated  that  he  would 
probably  announce  in  January 
further  particulars  regarding  his 
productions  and  the  releasing  ar- 
rangements for  them. 


FCC  Adopts  Tele  Report; 
Public  Hearing  on  Jan.  15 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tee  in  a  report  made  public  in  No- 
vember. 

Public  hearings,  however,  will  be 
held  starting  Jan.  15.  Interested 
parties  will  be  permitted  to  testify 
as  to  objections  and  to  suggest 
changes. 


G!ennon;  Art  Directors,  Richard  Day,  Joseph 
C.  Wright;  Editor,  Louis  Loeffler;  Musical 
Director,  Louis  Silvers. 

DIRECTION,  High-class.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


David  Thompson,  RKO  Home 
Office  Cashier,  Stricken 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jackson  Heights,  on  Friday  morning 
as  the  result  of  a  heart  condition 
from  which  he  had  been  suffering 
for  about  a  week. 

He  entered  the  film  business  in 
the  early  1920's  when  Robertson  Cole 
formed  Exhibitor  Mutual,  where  he 
served  as  export  manager. 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Leon  Schlesinger 
tossed  his  annual  holiday  Christmas 
luncheon  for  the  200  employes  of 
his  cartoon  plant  at  the  Wilshire 
Bowl  Saturday.  Ben  Lasky's  10- 
piece  orchestra  provided  the  music. 


: :  Tuesday,  December  26,  1939 
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,No  Drastic  Curtailment  of  Production  Seen  for  1940 


Program  Realignment  Expect- 
ed to  Sound  Doom  of 
"B"  Features 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tS^rnrtailment  in  production  and 
resultant  shortage  of  pictures. 
There  may  be  some  reduction  in 
1940-41  programs  by  individu- 
al studios,  but  mass  retrench- 
ment is  not  in  the  cards,  cer- 
tainly not  in  the  instance  of 
those  companies  with  large  the- 
ater interests. 

Secondly,  program  re-align- 
ment, if  and  when  it  comes, 
likely  will  sound  the  doom  of  B 
product  insofar  as  the  leading 
studios  are  concerned.  With 
major  companies  looking  to  ex- 
tended runs  as  a  source  of  add- 
ed domestic  revenue,  the  em- 
phasis will  be  upon  grade  A 
entertainment.  Every  effort 
necessarily  will  be  made  to 
maintain  quality,  and  while  the 
aggregate  of  production  expendi- 
ture in  1940-41  may  fall  below 
this  year's  estimated  $165,000.- 
000  the  economies  largely  will 
reflect  elimination  of  extrava- 
gances. 

The  fast-fading  year  again  pro- 
vided a  long  procession  of  major 
headlines  chronicling  events  momen- 
tous to  the  industry.  Many  stemmed 
from  the  war  and  the  problems  it 
instantly  presented,  others  arose 
from  anti-trust  suit  litigation,  new 
and  old,  pressed  by  both  the  Govern- 
ment and  independent  exhibitors, 
still  more  from  the  industry's  search 
for  a  trade  reform  formula,  unfortu- 
nately blocked  bv  the  Department  of 
Justice's  stand,  from  conferences  in- 
stituted bv  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce and  from  such  legislative  de- 
velopments as  Senate  passage  of  the 
Neely  anti-block  booking  and  anti- 
blind    selling    measure. 

War  No.  One  Film   Problem 

The  war  situation,  of  course, 
loomed  and  looms  as  the  industry's 
No.  One  problem.  Loss  of  foreign 
revenue  necessarily  must  have  Holly- 
wood repercussions.  Can  the  industry 
compensate  for  the  shrinkage  in 
returns  occasioned  bv  outright  loss 
of  markets,  "freezing"  of  remit- 
tances (50%  in  the  instance  of  Great 
Britain),  war  taxation  and  exchange 
restrictions,  and  to  what  extent — 
that  is  the  question  posed.  It  re- 
mains to  be  answered  fullv  in  1940 : 
industrv  leadership  is  confident  that 
the  reply  will  not  be  negative. 

Bearine  on  the  foreien  situation, 
it  is  significant,  too,  that  American 
companies  propose  to  continue 
British  production  next  year,  press- 
ing programs  to  the  limit  feasible. 
In  all  probability,  emphasis  will  be 
upon   hieh-bude-et   pictures. 

On  the  American  legislative  front, 
the  major  issue  a<rain  is  the  Neelv 
bill.  It  is  virtuallv  certain  that  it 
will  reach  a  vote  in  the  House  at  the 
session  onenin0-  in  January,  follow- 
ing further  public  hearings.  Passage 
easily  might  have  a  far  more  serious 


Highlights  of  1939  Industry  Statistics 

Average  national  weekly  attendance:    85  000  000. 

1939  cost  of  production  (estimated):    $165  000  000. 

Investment  in  new  theater  construction:    $14,369,000. 

Expended  for  theater  remodeling:   $5,527  000. 

Average  admission  price:   Approximately  23c,  no  change. 

Approximately  60  per  cent  of  operating  theaters  consistently  play  double 
features. 

Noticeable  gains  recorded  by  stage  shows. 

Production  trend:  Fewer  features,  slump  in  shorts;  533  of  former,  669  of  latter 
cleared  by  PCA  in  first  11  months. 


effect  upon   the   industry  in   all  its 
branches  than  the  war. 

In  a  quick  survey  of  further  un-  i 
finished  business  television  is 
sharply  defined.  With  the  Federal 
Communication  Commission  indicat- 
ing approval  for  at  least  limited 
commercialization  of  television,  with 
notable  technical  advances  made, 
with  set  manufacturers  preparing  to 
materially  reduce  prices  of  receivers 
and  with  "chain"  television  antici- 
pated, there  is  reason  for  deep  in- 
dustry interest. 

Theatrical  Television  Static 

However,  at  the  present  time  no 
American  company  is  known  to  be 
planning  development  of  theatrical 
television.  Baird's  American  plans 
seemingly  were  blocked  by  the  war, 
although  there  is  persistent  report 
that  Baird  will  push  theatrical  tele- 
vision here  during  1940.  There  has 
been  no  recent  activity  here  by 
Scophony,  another  leader  in  the 
English  television  field  which  pro- 
nosed  to  exploit  the  American  mar- 
ket. 

For  a  third  successive  year,  fewer 
features  were  available  for  Ameri- 
can screens,  on  the  basis  of  figures 
released  bv  the  Production  Code  Ad- 
ministration of  the  MPPDA.  For 
the  first  11  months  of  1939,  the  PCA 
offices  clearpd  533  features,  a  drop 
of  10  from  1938.  Production  of  shorts 
fell  behind,  dronning  to  669  as 
against  761  in   1938. 

$165,000,000  for  Production 

Production  costs  in  1939  are  aeain 
pstimated  at  $165,000,000:  there 
were  larger  budgets  for  outstanding 
nietures,  generally  sneaking.  Most 
"ostlv  production,  of  course,  was 
^plzni^k  International's  "Gone  With 
The  Wind."  which  had  a  budeet  of 
^3.800.000.  In  the  top-cost  brackets 
"Jro  were  such  pictures  as  Metro's 
"Wizard  of  Oz "  RKO  Radio's 
"TTunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  and 
"A. V>e  Lincoln  in  IPinois,"  n'ns  Wqlt 
nisnev's  "Pinorrhio."  ^nth-Fox's 
^"fhnicolor  special*  and  "Cm-nog  of 
Wrath."  Paramount'*  "Gulliver's 
Tr^veK"  United  Artists'  Selzuick 
•>Tid  Goldwvn  releases.  Columbia's 
"Mr.  Smith  Goes  to  Washington." 
Univorsal's  "D°strv  Rides  As^in." 
"■nd  Warner's  Bette  Davis  and  Paul 
Muni  vehicles — but  the  list  grows 
too  long. 

Attendance  w*><;  static,  the  1938 
estimate  of  85  000  000  weeklv  hold- 
ing over.  Continum0,  to  stand,  too. 
>s  the  average  ^dmis^ion  nrVe  of 
23  cents.  Box  office  scales  fluctuated 


slightly.  There  was  renewed  inter- 
est-in vaudeville  acts  in  many  houses 
replacing  the  second  feature.  Prob- 
ably 60%  of  operating  theaters  play 
duals  consistently;  allowing  for 
occasional  lapses,  the  percentage 
figure  climbs  to  75%. 

Approximately  $1,500,000  more 
was  invested  in  new  theater  con- 
struction during  the  first  11  months 
of  1939  than  in  the  similar  period  a 
year  ago.  Expenditure  for  rebuild- 
ing and  alterations  showed  a  slight 
drop.    Comparative  statistics: 

1939:  New  building,  $14,369,000; 
remodeling,  $6,527,000;  total  $20,- 
896,000. 

1938:  New  building,  $12,880,000; 
remodeling,  $6,837,000;  total,  $19,- 
717,000. 

Games  perhaps  are  less  prevalent, 
premiums  apparently  have  held 
their  own  if  net  showing  gains. 

So  much  for  the  industry  scene  in 
general.  Turning  specifically  to  the 
West  Coast,  there  is  this  to  be  said. 

Hollywood's  Year  Jittery 

What  with  threatened  studio 
strikes  and  the  war  hitting  the  for- 
eign market,  the  year  1939  was  a 
jittery  one  for  Hollywood  producers. 
At  one  time  it  seemed  inevitable 
that  members  of  the  Screen  Actors 
Guild  would  walk  out  of  the  studios, 
because  of  their  opposition  to  the 
IATSE  move  in  granting  a  charter 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Ac- 
tors. Late  in  November,  the  contro- 
versy between  the  producers  and 
Conference  of  American  Federation 
of  Labor  studio  unions  was  settled 
with  the  producers  granting  a  10 
per  cent  pay  increase,  subject  to  ad- 
justment in   February,   1940. 

The  year  marked  the  signing  of 
a  nine-year  agreement  between  the 
producers  and  Screen  Directors 
Cuild,  the  defeat  of  the  United  Stu- 
dio Technicians  Guild  in  its  battle  to 
gain  control  of  12,000  IATSE  mem- 
bers, and  the  growth  of  the  Studio 
Publicists  Guild. 

Several  important  indenendent 
units  have  sprung  un  during  the 
past  12  months,  with  RKO  providing 
a  distributing  outlet  for  some  of 
them.  At  the  Gower  Street  plant. 
Max  Gordon  and  Harry  Ooetz  had 
their  stas-e  play  "Abe  Lincoln  in 
Illinois"  picturized.  with  John  Crom- 
well directing  and  Raymond  Mas=ey 
as  the  star.  Thev  will  also  make 
"The  American  Way."  Gene  Towne 
and  Graham  Baker  the  writes,  be- 
came producers,  with  "Swiss  Family 


60%  of  Operating  Theaters  in 

U.  S.  Now  Play  Duals 

Consistently 

Robinson"  as  their  initial  picture 
and  Edward  Ludwig  the  director. 

Herbert  Wilcox  moved  from  Eng- 
land and  produced  "Nurse  Edith 
Cavell,"  starring  Anna  Neagle.  He 
has  already  started  work  on  "Irene," 
which  also  stars  Miss  Neagle.  Erich 
Pommer,  here  from  England,  has 
made  a  producing  deal  with  RKO. 
David  Butler  and  Gregory  LaCava 
have  producing-directing  deals  with 
the  same  company,  and  Leo  McCarey 
has  a  similar  deai. 

William  Stephens  and  Howard 
Lang,  prominent  agents,  formed  an 
alliance  to  make  the  "Dr.  Christian" 
series,  with  Jean  Hersholt  as  their 
star.  Lee  Garmes  and  Adele  Coman- 
dini  organized  Academy  Pictures  and 
are  making  "And  So  Goodbye,"  with 
A.  Edward  Sutherland  directing. 
Boris  Morros,  long  with  Paramount, 
made  his  bow  as  a  producer  with 
"Flying  Dueces,"  starring  Laurel 
and  Hardy,  and  RKO  the  releasing 
outlet.  Harold  Lloyd  will  start  a 
picture   soon  for   RKO    distribution. 

Capra  and  Riskin  Join 

Frank  Capra  and  Robert  Riskin 
joined  forces  in  an  independent  pro- 
ducing unit.  Richard  A.  Rowland 
will  release  through  United  Artists, 
while  Sol  Lesser  and  Ernst  Lubitsch 
have  also  made  a  deal  to  release 
through  United  Artists.  David 
Loew,  with  whom  Albert  Lewin  will 
be  associated,  also  has  a  distributing 
contract  with  the  same  company. 
James  Roosevelt,  too,  turns  inde- 
pendent producer  in  1940. 

Harry  Edington.  prominent  agent, 
formed  Famous  Prods.,  and  is  re- 
leasing through  Universal.  George 
Green  and  Sig  Schlager  ai'e  among 
the  important  factors  in  the  Pro- 
ducers Corporation  of  America, 
which  will  star  John  Charles  Thomas 
in  a  series  of  pictures. 

Pictures  dealing  with  historical 
figures  and  events  continue  to  hold 
an  important  place  in  the  plans  of 
the  various  companies.  Warners  are 
making  "The  Life  of  Dr.  Ehrlich" 
and  "Virginia  City."  "Young  Tom 
Edison"  is  before  the  cameras  at 
M-G-M  and  will  be  followed  soon 
by  "Edison,  the  Man."  Frank  Lloyd 
will  produce  "The  Tree  of  Liberty" 
for  Columbia,  while  20th  Century- 
Fox  will  make  "The  Life  of  Lillian 
Russell"  and  "Brigham  Young."  20th 
has  also  bought  the  rights  to  Zane 
Grey's  "Western  Union,"  while  other 
studios  are  in*"erest=>d  in  Grey's 
"George  Washington,  Frontiersman." 
Andrew  L.  Stone,  who  produced  and 
directed  "The  Great  Victor  Herbert" 
for  Paramount,  has  plans  to  make 
"Poetic  Svmphony,"  dealing  with 
the  life  of  Franz  Liszt,  the  composer. 

20th  Centura-Fox  broke  new 
srround  with  "Hollywood  Cavalcade," 
which  brought  back  the  Kevs+one 
Kops  and  bathing  beauties,  and  the 
company  will  also  produce  a  picture 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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may  proceed  to  annul  its  dissolution, 
at  any  time  within  three  months 
from  December  15,  through  the  pay- 
ment of  its  back  corporate  taxes, 
penalties  and  interest  charges,  and 
a  fee  of  $50  for  the  filing  of  a  certi- 
ficate of  reinstatement. 

Any  corporation  listed  as  dis- 
solved, if  such  listing  is  through 
error,  can,  on  proper  application,  be 
reinstated  without  payment  of  any 
fee.  As  corporate  taxes  due  consti- 
tute a  lien  against  any  property , 
owned  by  a  corporation,  any  going  j 
corporation  with  its  name  appearing 
on  the  list  should  take  immediate 
steps  to  secure  reinstatement. 

The  list  of  dissolved  firms: 

Ajax  Pictures  Corp..  Alco  Theater,  Inc., 
Aldo  Theaters  Corp.,  Alesia  Theaters  Operat- 
ing Corp.,  Alhambra  Amusement  Co.,  Inc., 
American  School  Film  Library,  Inc.,  Apex 
Films,  Inc.,  Areffgee  Amusement  Corp., 
Athena  Amusement  Corp.,  Audtorium  Theater 
Co. 

B  'N  B  Film  Corp.,  B  &  S  Amusement 
Corp.;  Barbet  Amusement  Corp.,  Batera 
Amusement  Co.,  Bay  West  Amusement  Corp., 
Bayview  Amusement  Corp.,  Bellaire  &  Hollis 
Theater  Corp.,  Berkof  Amusement  Corp  ,  Big 
Three  Amusement  Holding  Corp.,  Branwin 
Amusement  Corp.,  Brenda  Pictures  Corp., 
Brewster  Film  Corp.,  Broadway  Amusement 
Corp.,  Burger  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Burley 
Amusement    Corp. 

C  &  P  Amusement  Corp.,  Cameo  Theater, 
nc,  Canarsie  Whip  Amusement  Co.,  Channel 
Amusement  Corp.,  Chasebea  Theater  Corp., 
Choice  Films,  Inc.,  Claremont  Pictures  Corp., 
Cogen  Theatrical  Corp.,  Colreum  Amusement 
Corp.,  Coney  Island  Motion  Picture  Corp., 
Consolidated  Film  Delivery  Service.  Inc., 
Corral  Amusement  Corp.,  Cousins  Theater 
Corp.,   Cumberland  Amusement   Corp. 

Devon    Film    Corporation. 

East  Side  Film  Delivery  Corp.,  Emmar 
Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Empire  Amusements, 
Inc.,  Equity  Film  Exchanges.  Inc.,  Exploita- 
tion Pictures,  Inc.,  F  &  M  Theater  Service 
Corp.,  Fayette  Theater  Corp.,  Film  Library, 
Inc. 

The  GHC  Amusement  Co.,  Gilmore  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Glen  Theater  Corp.,  Gramarley 
Theater    Co.,    Inc. 

Ben  Harris  Amu  ement  Co.,  Inc.,  Harlem 
Theater,  Inc.,  Haruth  Amusement  Corp  , 
Haverstraw  Amusement  Corp..  High  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Hollywood  Film  Exchange,  Inc., 
Hygrade   Amusement   Co.,   Inc. 

Independent  Theater  Supply  Co.,  Inc.,  In- 
structive Amusements.  Inc.,  Intercontinental 
Theater  &  Cinema,  Inc.,  Interstate  Theater 
Premiums  Corp.,  Interstate  Amusement  Sup- 
ply Corp  ,  The  Irish  Theater,  Inc.,  Italian 
Peoples    Theatrical    Enterprises,    Inc. 

Jackson  Heights  Playhouse,  Inc.,  Javee 
Amusement    Corp. 

K  &  B  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Kernan  The- 
aters,   Inc.,    Koch   Amusement    Corp. 

L  &  B  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Level  Amuse- 
ment Enterprises,  Inc.,  Leviathan  Amusement 
Corporation,  Lewart  Theatrical  Ente'prises, 
Inc.,  Lin  Vee  Amusement  Co..  Inc  ,  Lincoln 
Theater  Corp..  Lock  City  Theaters,  Inc., 
London   Film   Corp. 

M  H  &  B  Pictures  Corp..  Madison  The- 
ater Company,  Major  Thea'er  Operating  Corp., 
Maneros  Theater  Corp.,  Maple  Theater  Corp., 
Mapleton  Theater  Corp.,  Marwhit  Theater 
Corp.,  Maxbilt  Theater,  Inc  ,  Medal  Film 
Co.,  Inc.,  Midway  Theater,  Inc..  Minrose 
Amusement  Corp  ,  Mirth  Theaters,  Inc.,  Mon- 
roe  Cinema   Company,   Inc. 

National  Film  Library,  Inc.  of  New  York. 
Neversink  Amusement  Corp.,  New  Hyde  Park 
Amusement  Corp.,  North  America  Theater 
Premium    Corp. 

Omsoc  Amusements,  Inc.,  Onondaga  Civic 
Theater,  Inc.,  Oswego  Hippodrome  Amuse- 
ment   Co. 

Palestine  Picture  Corp.,  Paramount  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  Park-Brook  Theatrical  Corp., 
Parwill  Amusement  Corp.,  Penquin  Pictures 
Corp.,  Phoenix  Theater,  Inc.,  Protecto  Films, 
Inc. 

Que- tin   Theater   Corp. 

R  T  Amusement  Corp.,  Regnal  1  Theater 
Corp.,     Regs     Amusement     Corp.,     Riegelwein 


(Continued  from  Page  7) 

dealing  with  the  history  of  Holly-  ,  Wind,"  "Dodge  City,"  "Union  Paci- 
fic," "Disputed  Passage,"  "Young 
Mr.  Lincoln,'  "The  Under-pup"  and 
"Alexander  Graham  Bell." 


wood  "westerns 

English  Actresses  in  Demand 


English  actresses  are  figuring 
prominently  in  Hollywood-made  pic- 
tures. Vivien  Leigh  has  just  created 


Fewer  Executive  Changes 

There    were    fewer    changes    than 


a  sensation  by  her  work  as  Scarlett  usual  in  the  executive  persornel  at 
O'Hara  in  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  the  studios.  Y.  Frank  Freeman  came 
end  is  definite  star  material.  Anna  on  from  New  York  to  be  Paramount's 
Neagle,  who  played  the  title  role  in  vice-president  at  the  studio,  while 
"Nurse  Edith  Cavell,"  made  here,  is  ,  William  LeBaron  continues  as  man- 
now  working  in  "Irene."  Maureen  aging  director  of  production.  Pandro 
O'Hara  scored  strongly  in  "The  S.  Berman  submitted  his  resigna- 
Hunchback    of    Notre    Dame"    and  i  tion  at  RKO. 

is  now  acting  in  "A  Bill  of  Divorce- 1  Producer-Director  Wesley  Ruggles 
ment."      Flora   Robson  did  splendid   }eft    Paramount    to    join    Columbia, 

-    while  Producer-Director  Llovd  made 


work  in  "We  Are  Not  Alone."  War- 
ner Bros,  will  star  Merle  Oberon. 

Cartoon  features  will  be  prominent 
on  1940  screens.  Walt  Disney's 
"Pinocchio,"  will  be  released  in 
January  or  February,  while  the 
Fleischers'  "Gulliver's  Travels"  is 
now  being  released.  Disney's  "Fan- 
tasia" is  expected  to  be  a  1940  re- 
lease, and  his  "Bambi"  will  prob- 
ably be  released  at  Christmas  time. 
The  Fleischers  will  make  a  second 
cartoon  feature  for  Paramount  in 
1940. 

Although  distributors  plan  a 
strong  drive  for  the  South  American 
market,  there  has  been  a  decided 
drop  in  the  making  of  Spanish  pic- 
tures on  the  Coast.  Dario  Prods., 
headed  by  Dario  Faralla,  made  a 
series,  starring  Tito  Guizar,  for 
Paramount,  while  Ataylia  Prods,  de- 
livered one  for  United  States.  At 
the  moment  Spanish  pi^tur0  produc- 
tion is  at  a  standstill  in  Hollywood. 

The  war  affected  plans  for  propa- 
ganda or  controversial  pictures. 
Warners      shelved      "Underground" 


the  same  move.  Richard  Halliday 
succeeded  Manny  Wolfe,  resigned, 
as  story  editor. 

Ben  Goetz  resigned  as  head  of 
M-G-M  production  in  England,  but 
later  signed  a  new  contract.  Irving 
Asher,  recently  producing  in  Eng- 
land for  Columbia,  was  signed  by 
Metro  as  a  Hollywood  producer.  Asso- 
ciate Producer  David  Hempstead 
moved  from  20th  Century-Fox  to 
RKO,  and  Edmund  Grainger  re- 
signed at  Universal.  Max  Siegel  left 
Warners,  while  Wolfgang,  son  of 
Max  Reinhardt,  was  made  an  asso- 
ciate producer  at  the  Burbank  plant. 

William  Koenig,  who  had  been 
studio  manager  at  M-G-M,  became 
general  production  manager  at  20th 
Century-Fox,  with  Jerrv  Mayer 
made  his  successor  at  Culver  Citv. 
Milton  Bren,  who  was  Hal  Roach's 
executive  producer,  joined  M-G-M 
as  a  producer.  Mark  HellinTer  was 
promoted  to  an  associate  producer- 
ship   at  Warners,   as   was   Bob   Fel- 


and  other  studios  had  to  revise  their  ,  lows 
plans.  Rowland  V.  Lee  was  made  a  pro- 
The  year  saw  the  studios  sending  ducer-director  at  Universal.  Jack 
stars  on  exploita+ion  junkets.  Among  Gross  was  civen  the  post  of  super- 
pictures,  which  got  unusual  atten-  visor  of  Universal  westerns  and 
tion.  because  of  their  ballvhooed  serials.  Charles  Lamont  became  a 
openings     were     "Gone     With     The  producer-director. 


Sam  Sulzbacher  Dead 

Montgomery.  Ala.  —  Sam  Sulz- 
bacher. 66.  theater  operator  and 
leader  in  the  amusement  field  here 
for  40  years,  is  dead.  Burial  was 
in   Selma.    . 


Amusement  Co..  Inc  .  R:vMi  Amusement  Co, 
Ire,  Rockawavs'  Playl^nd.  Inc..  Rollwi'l 
Amuement  Corp  ,  Rosta  Theaters  Corp.,  Rud- 
halen   Amusement   Corp. 

S  &  F  Theaters,  Inc.,  Screen  Attractions 
Corp.,  Sea  Gate  Amu'ettient  Corp.,  Shore 
Ama"raiTt  Corp.,  Simmnnds  Pictures  Corp., 
Sound  Theater.  Inc.,  Sov-Am  Fi'm  Corp., 
S'adium  Amusement  Corp.,  Stand"-d  Fi'm 
Exchange,  Inc.,  Su'phin  Amusement  Co.,  Inc., 
Sylvan    Amusement    Corn. 

T  &  K  Amusement  Co'p.,  Techni-Film  Ad- 
vertisers. Inc.,  Terrace  Thea+c-  Corp  .  Thrillo 
Amusement  Co..  Inc.,  Trn.'mbs".p  Theatrical 
Corp.,  Trebor  Theater  Corp.,  Troy  Theaters 
Corp. 

Union  City  Theatrical  Corp.,  Unique  Foto 
Film,     Inc. 

Vannark  Amusement  Corp.,  Variety  Thea- 
ters Corp. 

W  M  Amu-ement  Co..  Inc.,  Wa-hing+on 
Irving  P'ayh^use,  Inc..  Waterford  Amusement 
Corp.,    Wi"fieH    Mo':on    Picture    Corp. 

Second  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  743  Grand 
Street    Amusement    Corp. 


Mrs.  Gilbert  B.  J.  Frawley 
Dead  After  Long  Illness 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Julia 
Cahill  Frawley.  wife  of  Gilbert  B. 
J.  Frawley,  Paramount  Pictures 
exec,  who  died  on  Fridav.  were 
held  Sunday  at  the  Walter  Brook- 
Funeral  Chapel.  1  W.  190th  St.  In- 
terment was  in  Woodlawn  cemetery. 

Death  occurred  at  Mrs.  Frawley's 
home,  following  an  illness  of  several 
months.  Reouiem  mass  was  solemn- 
ized Saturday  in  St.  Simon  of  Stock 
church. 

Besides  her  husband,  Mrs.  Fraw- 
ley leaves  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Elea- 
nor Grace  March  of  Yonkers. 


Michelson  Offices  Moving 

As  of  Jan.  1.  the  combined  offices 
of  Charles  Michelson  Electrical 
Transcriptions  and  Speedy-Q  Sound 
Effects    will    be    located    at    67    W. 

44th  St. 


THE  WEEK  IN 
REVIEW 

Goldwyn  Terminates  UA  Pact 

=  Ey  L.  H.  MITCHELL  = 


V 


\ 


DOMESTIC 

GOLDWYN-UA :  Goldwyn-Z  ited 
Artists'  differences  approach  a 
climax  with  Goldwyn  serving  nctice 
on  UA  of  termination  of  his  con- 
tract. UA  stated  that  it  would  fight 
pact  abrogation.  David  O.  Selznick 
stated,  denying  reports,  that  he  had 
no  interest  in  buying  into  UA 
through      purchase      of      Goldwyn's 

stock. 

*  *         * 

RKO  REORG.:  Court  finally  put 
its  okay  on  Atlas's  propesed  under- 
writing agreement  to  float  new  RKO 
common  stock  at  $3,  with  Atlas 
waiving  its  right  to  acquire  RKO 
stock  below  the  $3  figure. 

*  *         * 

EQUITY  SUIT:  With  May  1, 
1940  approved  by  Judge  Knox  as 
trial  date  for  the  Government's 
equity  suit  against  the  majors,  it 
was  agreed  in  conference  with  ma- 
jors' counsel  to  hold  "pre-trials"  be- 
fore that  date  to  speed  final  disposi- 
tion .  .  .  Columbia  filed  objections 
to  nine  of  the  Government's  inter- 
rogatories claiming  answers  would 
aid  rival  distributors  .  .  .  Thurman 
Arnold  issued  statement  that  the 
suit  would  definitely  go  to  trial,  con- 
tradicting alleged  distrib.  "sabotage" 
by  spreading  report  trial  would  never 

take  place. 

*  *         * 

THIS  AND  THAT:  Warner  Bros, 
announced  it  would  make  only  "A" 
pix  in  1940-41  .  .  .  Loew's,  Inc.,  an- 
nounced a  year's  profit  of  $9,841,530. 
.  .  .  Distribs.,  signed  new  pact  with 
exchange  employes  .  .  .  GN  continued 
to  function  under  creditors'  consent, 
with  the  RFC  loan  ckayed  and  more 
finances  expected  from  two  other 
sources  .  .  Copyright  protection 
Bureau  stated  that  copyright  viola- 
tions had  jumped  during  the  year, 
with  "bicycling"  the  prevailing 
method  .  .  .  Sianey  R.  Kent  stated 
20th-Fox  would  not  curtail  produc- 
tion next  year  .  .  .  Seventy  of  Fox 
Intel  numuain  theaters  aligned  them- 
selves with  fight  against  air  give- 
aways .  .  .  Xmas  bonuses  in  the  pix 
industry  were  conservatively  placed 
at  $500,000. 


FOREIGN 

REMITTANCES:  Dixon  Board- 
man,  London  banker  and  GB  direc- 
tor, estimated  that  British  remit- 
tances to  American  distribs.,  would 
reach  62%   per  cent. 


"Harvest"  Set  For  Keys 

The  French  Cinema  Center  has  set 
"Harvest"  for  its  first-run  at  the 
Clay  Theater,  San  Francisco;  the 
Studio  Theater,  Philadelphia,  the 
Art  Cinema,  Pittsburgh,  the  Fine 
Arts  in  Boston,  the  Cinema  Theater 
in  Detroit  and  the  Esquire  in  Holly- 
wood. 
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Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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U.  S.  Distribs.  Have  Year's  Backlog  of  Pix  in  Japan 

BROADWAY  HOLIDAY  BUSINESS  AT  FIVE-YEAR  HIGH 

Mexico  to  Free  Native  Producers  From  All  Taxation 


President    Cardenas    Submits 

Bill  to  Congress;  Quick 

Action  Due 

By  MARCO-AURELIO  GALINDO 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Mexico,  D.  F. — A  bill  to  abolish 
all  taxes  now  being  paid  by  native 
pictures  has  been  presented  by 
President  Lazaro  Cardenas  to  the 
Senate  and  Chamber  for  study.  It 
may  become  law  by  Jan.  1. 

At  present,  only  tax  exemptions 
being  enjoyed  by  Mexican-made  pic- 
tures against  those  of  foreign  origin 
are  those  on  their  returns  on  their 
exhibition  in  all  territories  outside 
of  Mexico.  Since  none  of  the  native 
producers  has  ever  handled  his  own 
pictures  in  any  foreign  country,  such 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

ROOSEVELTTOMARE 
TWO  PICTURES  IN  '40 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Spokesman  for  James 
Roosevelt  yesterday  denied  a  pub- 
lished report  that  his  new  company, 
Globe  Productions,  would  make  four 
pictures  in  1940  and  release  the  first 
one  through  United  Artists  and  the 
other  three  through  RKO. 

Globe  will  make  only  two  pictures 
during  1940  and  Roosevelt  has  made 
no  releasing  deal  as  yet,  nor  has  he 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Half  of  306  Membership 

Share  in  Salary  Boosts 

With  the  Local  306,  operators' 
union,  election  taking  place  tonight, 
the  report  of  Joseph  D.  Basson,  in- 
cumbent president  who  is   expected 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Peskay  Defers  Suit  Action 
Until   Early  in   New  Year 

No    action    on    Ed    Peskay's    pro- 
posed   anti-trust    suit    against    the 
majors  as  a  result  of  the  clearance 
situation   in   Greenwich,   Conn.,  will 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Fairbanks  Will  to  be  Filed  in  Two  Weeks 

Will  of  the  late  Douglas  Fairbanks  will  not  be  filed  for  probate  for  about  two 
weeks,  Dennis  O'Brien,  his  attorney,  said  yesterday.  Reports  to  the  effect  that  the 
contents  of  the  will  would  be  announced  yesterday  were  erroneous,  O'Brien  declared, 
adding  that  the  necessary  papers  were  not  yet  complete.  Industry  interest  in  the 
filing  is  keen,  due  to  the  estate's  UA  holdings  and  the  possibility  that  the  will  may 
provide    specifically    for    their    disposition. 


Para.,  Natl  Screen  Subsidiary  Close 
5 -Year  Ad  Accessories  Contract 


A  five-year  contract  under  which 
Advertising  Accessories,  Inc.,  a  sub- 
sidiary of  National  Screen  Service, 
will  produce  and  distribute  the  ma- 
jority of  Paramount's  advertising 
accessories  has  been  signed,  Neil 
Agnew,  Paramount's  general  sales 
manager,  announced  yesterday. 

The  contract  also  renews  National 
Screen's  distributing  agreement  for 
Paramount  trailers.  Paramount  will 
produce  its  own  trailers  at  its  own 
studios.  Both  deals  become  effec- 
tive Feb.  1  and  Advertising  Acces- 


sories will  extend  distributing  ser- 
vice immediately  to  all  exchange  cen- 
ters in  order  to  serve  Paramount's 
customers. 

The  majority  of  Paramount's  ad 
sales  personnel  will  be  absorbed  by 
the  National  Screen  subsidiary. 
Paramount  will  continue  to  produce 
its  own  newspaper  mats  and  press 
book. 

It  was  stressed  by  Agnew  and 
Charles  Casanave,  vice-president  of 
Advertising    Accessories,    that    the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


GWTW  Opens  in  80  Cities  on  Jan.  25  and  Feb.  f 


"Take"  Gains  Up  to  25%  Re- 
ported; Christmas  Week 
Record  Foreseen 

A  highly  box  office-conscious  Santa 
Claus  gave  Broadway  film  theaters 
the  biggest  Christmas  business  in 
the  last  five  years,  a  Film  Daily 
checkup  established  yesterday. 

Managers  of  several  stands  placed 
the  "take"  at  more  than  25  per  cent 
over  last  Christmas. 

Not  only  was  the  holiday  itself 
productive  of  "tremendous  grosses," 
to  use  the  managements'  own  phrase, 
but  yesterday's  b.o.  returns  were  in 
most  instances  the  equal  of  Mon- 
day's. Operators  of  the  big  stands 
expressed  confidence  that,  barring 
inclement  weather,  the  Christmas 
Week's  total  revenue  would  establish 
an  all-time  record  for  the  Main  Stem 
area. 

Crowds  stormed  both  the  Capitol 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


No  further  openings  of  "Gone 
With  the  Wind"  are  scheduled  until 
Jan.  25  when  the  picture  is  due  to 
start  in  approximately  40  cities. 
Efforts  will  be  made  to  open  the  pic- 
ture in  40  additional  cities  a  week 
later. 


The  first  group  of  bookings  is 
now  being  completed  and  may  be 
announced  today. 

Meanwhile,  the  Astor  on  Broad- 
way is  sold  out  until  Jan.  23,  reser- 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Distribs.  "Preparedness  Reservoir 
Assures  Continuance  of  Jap  Pix  Trade 


Dies  Investigators  Claim 
There  Are  Reds  in  Hollywood 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — A  report  on  Com- 
munist activities  in  Hollywood  and 
the  West  Coast  in  general,  is  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  process  of  being 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Tokyo  (By  Cable)— U.  S.  distribu- 
tors have  approximately  one  year's 
supply  of  pictures  in  Japan,  it  was 
said  here  yesterday  by  well-informed 
sources  who  cited  this  strong  back- 
log of  attractions  as  a  "prepared- 
ness reservoir"  which  will  assure 
film  trade  being  carried  on  for  some 
time  at  least,  in  the  event  the  cur- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


B  &  K  LOOP  THEATERS 

HOLIDAY  BIZ  UP  25% 


Chicago — B  &  K  Loop  theaters  saw 
business  over  the  holiday  week-end 
soar  30  per  cent,  it  was  said  by  a 
circuit  exec,  here  yesterday.  In  resi- 
dential area  houses,  however,  busi- 
ness remained  at  normal. 

"Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  gave 
the  RKO  Palace  standout  business. 

Normal  business  prevailed  in 
Great  States  circuit  theaters,  while 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Hecht-Jessel  Talking 

Col.  Releasing  Deal 

Ben  Hecht  and  George  Jessel  are 
reported  to  be  negotiating  with  Co- 
lumbia for  the  release  of  their  pic- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Lantz  to  Produce  Cartoon 
Feature  as  Indie  Venture 


Believing  that  there  is  a  field  for 
more  animated  cartoon  features, 
Walter  Lantz  is  preparing  to  make 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 
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Net 
High     Low     Close     Chg. 
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Am.    Seat 

Col.  Picts.  vtc.  (2i/2% 
Columbia    Picts.   pfd. 

Con.    Fm.    Ind 

Con.   Fm.    Ind.   pfd.. 

East.    Kodak    

do    pfd 

Gen.  Th.   Eq 

Loew's,     Inc 

do    pfd 

Paramount    

Paramount   1st   pfd.. 
Paramount   2nd    pfd. 

Pathe    Film     

RKO    

20th     Century-Fox 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Univ.    Pict.    pfd 

Warner    Bros 

do    pfd 
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RKO    6s41     

Warner  Bros'  cv.  6s39 
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Technicolor    125/8     12V4     12%  —     yA 

Trans-Lux     

Universal    Corp.    vtc.     2%       2%       2%  —     i/8 

Mrs.  M.  Tomasino  Dies 

New  Haven  —  The  territory  ex- 
pressed sympathy  to  Michael  Toma- 
sino, operator  of  the  White  Way 
and  Victory  Theaters,  on  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  who  had  been  ill  for 
many  months. 


SAFETY 


LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 
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Andy  Hardy  Pix  May  Play       l  Leon  Schlesinger  Bringing 
at  Radio  City  Music  Hall'   First  Canyon  Kiddie  Cartoon 


Radio  City  Music  Hall  may  play 
its  first  Andy  Hardy  picture  within 
the  next  few  weeks.  M-G-M  is  re- 
ported to  be  dickering  with  the 
house  to  put  "Judge  Hardy  &  Son" 
in  after  "Hunchback  of  Notre 
Dame." 

Because  "Gone  With  the  Wind" 
will  be  on  the  Capitol  screen  for  at 
least  six  to  eight  weeks,  M-G-M 
product  which  ordinarily  would  be 
booked  at  the  house  may  be  sold  to 
other  houses,  in  addition  to  Loew's 
own  theater,  the  Criterion. 


Holiday  Lull  In  Studios, 

Only  Three  Pix  Starting 

West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Only  three  pictures 
are  scheduled  to  go  into  production 
this  week. 

At  20th  Century-Fox:  "Cisco  Kid 
No.  2"  with  Cesar  Romero  and  Jean 
Rogers. 

At  Universal:  "It  Happened  in 
Kaloha,"  Deanna  Durbin's  next  star- 
ring picture,  with  Kay  Francis,  Cis- 
sie  Loftus  and  Lewis  Howard. 

Larry  Darmour's  "Passport  to  Al- 
catraz"  starring  Jack  Holt  for  Co- 
lumbia release. 


Harry  Brandt  Will  Speak 
to  Ampa  on  Neely  Measure 

Harry  Brandt,  president  of  the 
ITOA,  will  speak  on  the  Neely  bill 
at  the  Ampa  meeting  to  be  held 
tomorrow  at  12:45  p.m.  at  Stouffer's 
Restaurant. 

A  number  of  screen  stars  have 
also  been  invited  and  a  full  roster 
of  talent  will  be  announced  tomor- 
row. 


Quebec  Censor  Fatally 

Injured  In  Auto  Crash 

Montreal — George  J.  Merrier,  35, 
of  the  staff  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec Board  of  Motion  Picture  Cen- 
sors, died  in  Notre  Dame  Hospital 
following  an  automobile  crash  in 
which  his  skull  was  fractured  and 
both  legs  broken. 


Seasonal  Selling  Hitting 

Fast  Pace  in  Chi.  Sector 

Chicago — Seasonal  selling  is  hit- 
ting a  lively  pace  in  this  territory 
as  exchanges  start  down  the  home 
stretch.  Metro,  with  460  contracts 
signed,  has  about  75  to  go  for  com- 
plete coverage.  Para,  has  450  con- 
tracts closed,  RKO  Radio,  350,  and 
Republic  more  than  275. 

Sears  Drive  Under  Way 

The  Fourth  Annual  Sears  Drive 
gets  under  way  this  week  under  the 
guidance  of  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  War- 
ners distribution  head.  It  will  run 
through  April  13.  Initial  release 
during  the  sales  push  is  "Four 
Wives." 

Awards  totalling  $25,000  will  be 
given  to  the  three  winning  districts 
and   their  branches. 


West    Coast   Bureau    of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Leon  Schlesinger  and 
Mrs.  Schlesinger  leave  for  New  York 
this  week,  the  cartoon  producer's 
annual  business  trip.  Schlesinger 
will  take  along  a  special  print  of  his 
first  Canyon  Kiddie,  Technicolor  car- 
toon, "Mighty  Hunters"  for  the 
Warner  home  office  to  see.  This  is 
the  first  of  the  one-reel  subjects  that 
will  introduce  the  new  technique  in 
animation,  the  backgrounds  having 
been  done  in  oils  by  Jimmy  Swin- 
nerton,  artist  and  cartoonist.  Swin- 
nerton  also  created  the  screen  char- 
acters and  collaborated  on  the  story. 
The  Schlesingers  will  be  gone  a 
month. 


Vaudeville  for  Syracuse 

Via  RKO-Schine's  Strand 


Syracuse  —  Strand,  RKO  pooled 
house  operated  by  the  Sehine  inter- 
ests, will  restore  vaude  to  this  town 
on  Jan.  5. 

Policy  calls  for  five  acts  and  sin- 
gle feature  on  Friday,  Saturday  and 
Sunday  at  pop  prices;  other  four 
days,  the  house  will  have  double  fea- 
tures. Syracuse  has  been  without 
vaude  for  years. 


Holland  Named  Sehine 

Mohawk  Dist.  Manager 

Syracuse  —  Sid  Holland,  manager 
of  the  Eckel  here  for  the  Schines, 
leaves  today  to  become  district  man- 
ager in  the  Mohawk  alley  for  the 
Gloversville  circuit. 

Holland  will  be  replaced  at  the 
Eckel  by  Bill  Burke,  moved  from  the 
Palace,  while  Max  Rubin,  assistant 
at  Keith's,  is  promoted  to  the  Palace 
managership. 


Eastern  Pa.  Allied  Unit 

to  Elect  New  Governors 


Philadelphia — Second  annual  meet- 
ing of  Independent  Theater  Owners 
of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  has  been 
scheduled  for  Jan.  9  at  the  Broad- 
wood  Hotel  here.  Highlights  of  the 
sessions  are  slated  to  be  election 
of  governors  and  approval  of  the 
revised  constitution.  Reports  from 
the  treasurer,  secretary  and  busi- 
ness manager  will  be  read.  A 
guest  speaker  also  will  be  on  the 
program. 


Nathan  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  to- 
day for  Lew  F.  Nathan,  Paramount's 
official  home  office  photographer,  who 
died  suddenly  Monday  night  at  the 
age  of  46.  He  had  been  with  Para- 
mount for  19  years.  Following  the 
funeral  services,  which  will  be  held 
at  Nathan's  home,  17  Bailey  Ave., 
Yonkers,  interment  will  take  place 
in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  Yonkers.  In 
addition  to  his  wife,  Bertha,  he  is 
survived  by  three  daughters,  Pris- 
cilla,  Julia  and  Sally,  three  sisters 
and  a  brother. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


HERMAN  WOBBER,  general  manager  of  dis- 
tribution for  20th-Fox,  returns  to  New  York 
this  week-end  from  San  Francisco  where  he 
spent    the    holidays    with    his    family 

E.  W.  HAMMONS  was  in  Washington  yes- 
terday. 

FRANKLYN  WARNER  is  due  back  fK...'  Hol- 
lywood   shortly. 

W.  RAY  JOHNSTON  returns  to  Hollywood 
next  week. 

LOUIS  NIZER  is  cruising  on  the  Nieuw  Am- 
sterdam. 

BILL  BACHER  arrived  in  New  York  yesterday 
from  the  Coast  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
air  preview  of  20fh-Fox'  "Swanee  River"  Fri- 
day   night. 

DON  AMECHE  arrives  here  today  from  the 
Coast  to  appear  on  the  "Swanee  River"  broad- 
cast. 

BEN  MICCINS,  European  manager  for  20th- 
Fox,  is  expected  here  the  latter  part  of  Janu- 
ary   from    his    Paris    headquarters. 

OLIVIA  DE  HAVILLAND  has  returned  to  the 
Coast  after  a   vacation   here. 

DAVID  WARNER,  Hollywood  agent,  is  here 
spending  the  holidays  with  his  parents,  Mr. 
and     Mrs.     Edward    Biddle    Warner. 

CHARLES  LAUGHTON  returns  to  the  Coast 
from  New  York  soon  after  New  Year's. 

EMIL  STERN,  Essaness  prexy,  is  in  Florida 
with    MRS.    STERN    for    the    holidays. 

ARCHIBALD  SILVERMAN,  owner  of  the  Strand, 
Providence,  sailed  yesterday  on  the  Santa  Rosa 
for    a    cruise    in    Southern    waters. 

GERARD  HIRSCH,  M-G-M  salesman  in  New 
Orleans,   is  a   New   York  visitor. 

TYREE  DILLARD  of  the  M-G-M  legal  staff 
is  spending  the  holidays  with  relatives  in 
Greensboro,     N.    C. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR  returned  to  Hollywood  yes- 
terday  from    his    trip   to   Havana. 

WALTER  LANTZ  is  here  conferring  with  the 
"U"  home  office  to  set  releasing  details  for 
cartoon   feature   he    intends   to   make. 

WALLACE    BEERY   is    in   Chicago   on    business. 


I 


Neb.  Legislature  Convenes 
On  Relief  Problem  Jan. 


Omaha  —  Special  session  of  the 
Nebraska  legislature,  called  for  Jan. 
2,  probably  will  not  consider  any 
legislation  covering  the  amusement 
field,  Omaha  exhibs.  believe. 

Session  has  been  called  by  Gov. 
Cochran  in  connection  with  state 
assistance  relief  and  he  says  "only 
subjects  of  extreme  emergency  char- 
acter will  be  included  in  the  call." 


Best   wishes    from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER  27 

Marlene    Dietrich 

Bodil    Rosing 

Sam    Coslow 

John    Bowers 

Maria    Alba 

Edward     L.     Klein 

Julian     I.    Schtierman 


G°ld, 
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SWANEE  RlVER  is  comparable 
to  "Alexanders  Ragtime  Band/  Is  aimed 
for  popular  appeal  and  can't  miss?" 

— Daily  Variety 


SwANEE  RlVER  comes  close 
upon  the  heels  o!  Gone  With  the  Wind/ 
They  are  both  in  same  cycle  so  to  speak. 
And  'Swanee'  is  certainly  jam-packed 
with  the  same  beautiful  sentiment  and 
charm.  Don  Ameche's  portrayal  of  Stephen 
Foster  is  as  good  as  Paul  Muni's  Pasteur 
and  Robert  Donat's  Mr.  Chips." 

— Jimmy  Starr,  L.  A.  Herald 


THE  KEYSTONE 
OF  YOUR  FUTURE 


And 

"SWANEE  RIVER"  on  KATE  SH 

(8-9  p.  m.  Eastern  Ti 


WRITE  THIS  AD! 

"Swanee  River  ..other  9»at 

Technicolor  film  from  20th  Century -Fox. 
Tensely  dramatic  story  that  has  captured 
the  true  American  spirit  and  brought  to 
the  screen  a  vivid  nostalgic  piece  of  cel- 
luloid entertainment  and  beauty.  'Swanee 
River"  like  Alexander's  Ragtime  Band7  will 
have  entire  nation  singing  old  songs/7 

-Erskine  Johnson,  L.  A.  Examiner 

Swanee  River  the  best  blend- 
ing of  story  and  song  the  sound  screen 
has  ever  had,  with  the  combination  of 
story  and  song  magnificently  acted,  pro- 
duced and  directed.  Should  ring  the  box 
office  bell  everywhere  as  swell  entertain- 


ment. 


// 
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MEXICAN  PRODUCERS 
TO  ESCAPE  TAXATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
exemptions  have  never  benefited  lo- 
cal film  makers. 


"Best"  Awards  Instituted 
by  New  Mexican  Film  Body 

Mexico,  D.  F.  —  Industryites  re- 
sponsible for  the  production  of 
the  best  Mexican-made  film  of 
each  year,  the  best  directorial 
job,  the  best  performance  by  an  ac- 
tor, best  by  an  actress,  and  the  best 
original  story  -will  receive  awards 
to  be  presented  by  the  newly  cre- 
ated Comite  Nacional  de  la  Indus- 
tria  Cinematografica  (National  Com- 
mittee of  the  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
try). Fernando  de  Fuentes,  director, 
has  been  named  president,  and  Ar- 
mando Vargas  de  la  Maza,  also  a 
director,  secretary  of  the  committee. 

Lantz  to  Produce  Cartoon 
Feature  as  Indie  Venture 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

a  feature-length  cartoon  in  Tech- 
nicolor. Lantz,  who  produces  cartoon 
shorts  for  Universal,  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday  for  conferences  in 
connection  with  his  proposed  fea- 
ture which  he  plans  to  product  in- 
dependently. 

"Jack,  the  Giant  Killer,"  "Pan- 
dora's Box"  and  "The  Old  Woman 
Who  Lived  in  a  Shoe"  are  being 
considered  for  the  first  subject. 

Lantz  is  the  creator  of  the  "Os- 
wald the  Rabbit"  series  and  the  re- 
cently-launched "Andy  Panda" 
group,  which  also  is  to  become  a 
newspaper  comic  strip. 


Peskay  Defers  Suit  Action 
Until   Early  in   New  Year 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

be  taken  until  after  Jan.  1.'  Mean- 
while, Peskay  remains  in  control  of 
the  Pickwick  Theater  although 
Loew's  were  said  to  be  still  inter- 
ested in  acquiring  the  house  which 
has  been  a  storm  center  because  of 
the  late  availability  of  product. 

Townspeople  of  Greenwich  are 
said  to  have  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  help  finance  the  suit. 

Charles  R.  Zears  Dead 

Oklahoma  City — Charles  R.  Zears, 
43,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Thea- 
ter Owners  of  Oklahoma  and  former 
secretary  of  the  Oklahoma  City  Film 
Board  of  Trade,  died  of  a  heart  ail- 
ment, following  an  illness  of  three 
years.  The  body  was  sent  to  San- 
doval, 111.,  for  burial. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


ALCNG  THE 


wiTfi  PHIL  M.  DALY; 

▼  TV 


Detroit  —  Bill  Brown,  20th-Fox 
booker,  and  son  of  Chester  Brown, 
owner  of  the  Latin  Theater,  is  to  be 
married  Dee.  30  at  St.  Cecilia's 
Church  to  Mary  Schonhofen. 


•  •      •     AS  much  as  we  dislike  maudlin  moralizing and  prissy 

preachments it    does    seem with    the    New    Year    comin'    up 

that  it  would  be  well  to  take  stock of  the  spirit  with  which 

this  industry  can  best  face  1940 That  spirit  should  be  born  of  con- 
fidence,   serenity    and    energetic    action as    opposed    to    hesitancy, 

doubt    and    what's-the-useness Fortunately    the    frown-flingers    and 

hand-wringers will  comprise  a  meager  minority who'll  re- 
fuse to  believe   what  every  authority  has  written   currently   about   1939 

that  it  was   a  very   much  better   year   than    1938 We   don't 

suppose    that    any    amount    of    proof could    pry    them    away    from 

their  beloved  pessimism Nor  would  all  of  the  many  harbingers  of 

future  good  fortune looming  for  us  all  in  1940 make  the  slight- 
est dent  in  their  armor  of  defeatism 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     ONE  of  yesterday's  local  tabs ran  a  "box"  headed 

"It's  All  in  the  Viewpoint" and  it  recounted  how  the  British 

Admiralty  sent  to  the  fleet  wishes  for  success  in  the  New  Year 
"to  all  those  who  will  be  fortunate  enough  to  get  into  con- 
tact with  the  enemy" Admittedly,  this  has  a  stark  sound 

but  bad  as  is  the  martial  ring it's  better  far  than  defeatism 

which,  alas,  apparently  rings  in  the  breasts  of  some  film 

folk Defeatists  cannot  possibly  understand  that  it  is  the  am- 
bition  of  every  Navy  man to  go  out  and  meet  the  enemy 

Nor  can  they  understand  many  psychological  parallels  in 

peace for  example,  the  burning  desire  of  the  football  regu- 
lar or  substitute  to  get  into  the  fray  lock,  stock  and  barrel 

instead  of  warming  the  bench and  the  hope  of  the  stout- 
hearted  business  man not  to   be   deprived   of   the   joy   that 

comes  with  problems and  their  solution 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     "FORTUNE  helps  the  daring but  repulses  the  timid." 


James  Roosevelt's  Company 
to  Make  Two  Pix  in  1940 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

signed  any  director,  writer  or  actor. 
He  also  denies  that  "The  Bat"  will 
be  his  initial  picture.  He  stated  that 
he  had  not  concluded  any  deal  for 
any  rights  to  any  story  or  play.  He 
emphatically  denied  that  he  would 
leave  Hollywood  at  the  end  of  June 
to  go  on  a  campaign  tour  in  support 
of  his  father. 


B  &  K  Chicago  Loop  Theaters' 
Holiday  Biz  Up  25  Per  Cent 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

leading  indies  made  the  same  re- 
port. "Satisfactory"  business  was 
reported  by  Warners  and  Essaness 
circuits;  Jones,  Liniek  &  Schaefer 
circuit  said  business  was  up  slightly. 


Bert  Silver  Retiring 

Greenville,  Mich. — Michigan's  old- 
est exhib,  Bert  C.  E.  Silver,  79,  is 
retiring.  Silver  Theater  is  being 
sold  to  the  Carley  Amusement  Co., 
associated  with  Butterfield  Theaters, 
Inc.,  latter  exercising  a  two-year- 
old  option. 


Lake  Charles'  Paramount 
Damaged  by  $60,000  Fire 

Lake  Charles,  La. — Fire  of  un- 
determined origin  damaged  the 
Paramount,  this  city's  second  larg- 
est theater,  to  the  extent  of  approx- 
imately $60,000.  Patrons  escaped 
without  injury  but  Manager  George 
Baillio  had  to  save  one  of  the  cash- 
iers who  fainted  in  her  box.  The 
Paramount  is  one  of  four  houses 
operated  by  Southern  Amusement 
Co. 


Batesville,  Ark.  —  Fire  damaged 
the  L  &  L  Theater  at  Cave  City, 
near  here,  to  the  extent  of  about 
$1,000.  More  than  9,000  feet  of  film 
were  destroyed. 


North  Baltimore,  O.— Fire  hit  the 
Virginia  Theater  for  the  second  time 
in  eight  months.  Smoke  caused 
minor  damage.  Last  May,  a  $30,- 
000  fire  hit  the  theater. 


Rock  Island,  111. — Riviera  theater 
suffered  heavy  damage  when  a  fire 
destroyed  the  stage  and  part  of  the 
roof  shortly  before  the  house  was 
scheduled  to  open. 


YEAR'S  BACKLOG 
OF  PIX  IN  JAPAN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rent  U.  S. -Japanese  trade  pact  which 
expires  on  Jan.  26  is  not  replaced. 


Existence  of  the  featurs^  11m 
"backlog"  assumes  decided  irT^ort- 
ance  in  the  light  of  the  recent  as- 
sertion by  Chairman  Key  Pittman 
(D.,  Nev.)  of  the  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  that  unless  re- 
lations with  Tokyo  improve  before 
the  pact's  expiration  date,  Congress 
will  undoubtedly  enact  his  resolu- 
tion empowering  the  President  to 
embargo  any  or  all  exports  to  Japan. 

It  appears  certain  that  the  1940 
Congress  will  make  U.  S.-Japanese 
relations  one  of  its  principal  orders 
of  business. 


Japanese  Situation  Brighter; 
New  Trade  Agreement  Foreseen 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Indications  are  in- 
creasing here  that  a  new  trade  ar- 
rangement between  the  U.  S.  and 
Japan,  involving  the  future  of  com- 
mercial relations  between  the  two 
countries,  and  consequently  the  im- 
portation of  American  films  may  be 
effectuated    shortly    after   Jan.    26. 

Sources  close  to  both  countries' 
political  procedure  indicate  privately 
that  "feeler"  terms  put  out  last 
week  in  Tokyo  may  be  the  basis  for 
a  new  pact,  and,  further  that  the 
actual  conferences,  in  case  it  is  mu- 
tually decided  to  negotiate,  will  be 
held   in   this   city. 

The  three  points  suggest  unoffi- 
cially as  negotiation  fundamentals 
are  (1)  A  mutual  agreement  to 
maintain  present  commercial  rela- 
tions; (2)  A  mutual  agreement  to 
abstain  from  discriminatory  tariffs; 
and  (3)  A  mutual  agreement  to  ab- 
stain from  discriminatory  tinnage 
duties, — the  first  two  of  which  have 
important  bearing  on  film  commerce. 


GWTW  to  Open  in  80  Cities 
on  January  25  and  Feb.  1 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vations  being  taken  for  dates  well 
into  March. 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  The  President  and 
Mrs.  Roosevelt  saw  "Gone  With  the 
Wind"  at  the  White  House  last 
night. 


STORKS! 


Chicago — A  baby  boy  was  born 
to  Mrs.  Eli  E.  Fink,  at  the  Pres- 
byterian hospital.  Father,  E.  E. 
Fink,  is  a  member  of  Spitz  &  Adcock 
law  firm. 


Chicago — Santa  Claus  left  a  new 
son  at  the  Jack  Friedmans,  via 
Michael  Reese  Hospital. 


It  MUST  be  a 


Great  Book 


"As  is  usual,  its  contents  deserve  unstinted 
commendation  and  I  join  with  the  multitudes 
both  in  and  out  of  the  industry  in  praising 
you  for  its  achievement." — Irving  Lesser,  Roxy 
Theater. 

"It  is  certainly  an  institution  and  one  which 
I  use  a  great  deal." — E.  B.  Hatrick,  Executive 
Vice  President,  Cosmopolitan  Corp. 

"As  a  reference  volume,  the  Year  Book  serves 
a  very  useful  purpose  in  my  office  and  with- 
out a  current  copy  on  hand  at  all  times,  I 
would  be  at  a  loss  in  seeking  answers  to  ques- 
tions constantly  arising. 

"The  steady  growth  of  The  Film  Daily 
Year  Book  over  a  period  of  years,  is  in  itself 
ample  evidence  of  its  service  to  the  motion 
picture  industry." — Harry  D.  Buckley,  Vice 
President,   United  Artists. 

"It  is  an  excellent  edition  and  I  am  sure 
will  prove  of  great  value  to  me  throughout 
the  year." — Joseph  Moskowitz,  20th  Century- 
Fox. 

"The  finest  Film  Daily  Year  Book  that,  in 
my  opinion,  has  ever  come  off  the  press. 
Hardly  a  day  goes  by  but  what  I  must  refer 
to  your  grand  encyclopedia  for  one  thing  or 
another,  and  naturally  I  desire  information 
as  up  to  date  as  possible." — Leon  J.  Bamberger, 
Sales  Promotion  Manager,  RKO  Radio  Pictures. 

"I  have  always  found  it  a  very  useful  and 
handy  reference." — Dave  Bernstein,  Vice  Presi- 
dent and  Treasurer,  Loetv's,  Inc. 

"It  is  a  constant  source  of  value  information 
and  truly  indispensable." — Charles  R.  Rogers, 
Charles  R.  Rogers  Talking  Pictures  Corp. 

"I  don't  know  how  the  industry  could  get 
along  without  the  book." — Herb  Miller,  Man- 
aging Editor,  Jay  Emanuel  Publications  Inc., 
Philadelphia,    Pa. 

"The  1939  Year  Book  is  the  most  useful 
publication  for  anyone  connected  with  a  trade 
association  in  this  business." — David  Palfrey- 
man,  MPPDA,  New  York  City. 

"The  1939  Film  Daily  Year  Book  is  a  com- 
prehensive and  indispensable  manual  of  statis- 
tics."— G.  T.  Motvforth,  Publicity  Manager, 
Pathe  Pictures  Ltd.,  London. 

"A  very  complete  number.  We  find  the 
Film  Year  Book  a  great  help  to  us  through- 
out the  year  in   many  ways.    Feature  Release 


Section  and  the  Exploitation  Section  are  valu- 
able additions  to  this  book." — John  Wrights, 
Manager,  Sheldon  Memorial  Auditorium,  Red 
Wing,  Minnesota. 

"It  is  always  good  to  have  the  1939  Film 
Daily  Year  Book  at  hand." — Jack  Warner, 
Warner  Bros. 

"The  1939  Year  Book  will  prove  a  very  use- 
ful reference  book  about  our  industry." — John 
W.   Considine  Jr.,  MGM. 

"The  1939  Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures 
will  be  most  helpful,  as  always." — Sol  A. 
Rosenblatt,  Attorney,  New  York  City. 

"The  1939  Film  Year  Book  will  be  of  value 
to  us  throughout  the  year." — Edward  Small, 
Edward  Small  Productions  Inc.,  Hollywood, 
California. 

"The  1939  Year  Book  is  a  wonderful  edi- 
tion, it  is  a  classic  and  standard  publication." 
— John   Eberson,   Architect,    New    York    City. 

"A  very  interesting  and  complete  volume." 
— A.  Broggini,  Advertising  Manager,  National 
Carbon  Co.,  Inc. 

"The  book  is  placed  with  valuable  data  for 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  motion  picture 
field." — A.  P.  Hollis,  Advertising  Manager, 
DeVry  Corp.,  Chicago,  III. 

"The  1939  Film  Daily  Year  Book  is  fatter, 
healthier  and  more  interesting  than  ever." — 
Raymond  S.  Reed,  Sales  Development  Mana- 
ger,  Heywood-Wakefveld   Co.,   Gardner,   Mass. 

"The  1939  Year  Book  has  unlimited  value. 
It  is  almost  as  daily  a  reference  as  our  cal- 
endar. Each  year  it  improves  and  the  articles 
contained  therein  as  well  as  the  information, 
are  invaluable." — /.  S.  Markstein,  Screeno 
Amusement  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

"I  need  the  Year  Book  very  often,  so  you 
may  rest  assured  it  will  prove  its  value  to  me 
many  times  during  the  coming  year." — Ned  E. 
Depinet,  Vice-President,  RKO. 

"It  is  certainly  the  Baedeker  of  the  industry 
and  I  should  be  lost  without  it." — George  W. 
Weeks,  Monogram  Pictures. 

"Thanks  for  my  Year  Book  which  I  am 
going  to  take  back  to  Washington  with  me 
on  Monday  to  use  not  only  as  an  authority 
but  a  Bible." — C.  C.  Pettijohn,  General  Counsel, 
MPPDA. 


It  MUST  be  a 


"It  is  indeed,  a  valuable  contribution  and  as 
such  I  appreciate  it." — Will  H.  Hays,  Presi- 
dent, MPPDA. 

"For  many  years  I  have  been  writing  you 
commending  you  and  The  Film  Daily  for  the 
splendid    job    on    the    Year    Book. 

"I  am  running  out  of  nice  things  to  say 
but  the  good  work  still  goes  on  each  year. 

"It  is  really  grand  and  certainly  deserves 
the  praise  of  the  entire  industry." — Ed-ward 
A.  Golden,  Vice  President,  Monogram  Pictures. 

"The  Year  Book  is  always  useful  and  I  am 
glad  to  have  it." — Austin  C.  Keough,  Vice 
President  and  Secretary,  Paramount  Pictures, 
Inc. 

"You  have  a  great  book." — Charles  C.  Mos- 
kowitz, Loew's,  Inc. 

"I  must  compliment  the  Film  Daily  on  its 
encyclopedia  of  film  news." — Ray  Lewis, 
Canadian  Moving  Picture  Digest,  Toronto, 
Canada. 

"I  find  these  yearly  books  to  be  excellent 
for  reference." — Sam  Katz,  MGM,  Culver  City, 
California. 

"This  book  will  be  of  valuable  assistance 
to  me  during  the  coming  year." — James  R. 
Grainger,   President,   Republic   Pictures   Corp. 

"The  1939  Year  Book  is  more  complete 
than  ever." —  /.  /.  Hoffman,  Executive  Secre- 
tary, YMCA,  Coatesville,  Pa. 

"I  cannot  tell  you  how  many  times  during 
the  year  I  use  the  Year  Book  and  how  in- 
valuable it  is  to  a  producer." — David  0.  Selz- 
nick,  Selznick  International  Pictures,  Culver 
City,  California. 

"The  1939  edition  of  your  Year  Book  has 
been  put  to  work  at  once.  It's  surprising  how 
many  times  during  the  year  that  chubby  book 
is  needed." — Oscar  Doob,  Director  Advertising 
and  Publicity,  Loew's  Inc. 

"You  have  done  a  grand  job  and  I  am  sure 
the  book  will  be  of  valuable  assistance  to  me 
throughout  the  year." — William  J.  German, 
J.  E.  Brulatour  Inc. 

"Each  year  this  volume  has  been  of  great 
value  to  me." — Joseph  Bernhard,  General 
Manager,  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management 
Corp. 


Great  Book 


The  1940  edition  now  in  preparation. 

Ready  for  distribution  to  Film  Daily  subscribers  in  January. 
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B'WAY  HOLIDAY  BIZ 
AT  FIVE-YEAR  PEAK 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  Astor  to  see  'Gone  With  the 
Wind,"  and  only  the  fact  that  a 
reserved  seat  policy  at  the  latter 
house  prevails  made  for  orderly 
crowds,  but  the  pressure  on  the  Cap- 
itol was  "severe."  Police  toiled  both 
Monday  and  yesterday  to  force  pa- 
trons to  "hold  that  line,"  and  a  large 
detail  was  required  for  the  Para- 
mount which  yesterday,  in  the  wake 
of  the  Christmas  week-end,  set  a 
new  all-time  attendance  record  for 
the  house  when  by  3  p.m.  some  13,- 
758  people  had  paid  admissions  to 
see  "Gulliver's  Travels"  and  hear 
Glen  Gray's  ork. 

Warners'  "Four  Wives"  grossed 
heavily  at  the  Strand,  with  Abe  Ly- 
man's ork  heading  the  stage  show. 
Big  "takes"  likewise  resulted  at  the 
Roxy  where  Sonja  Henie's  starring 
vehicle,  "Everything  Happens  at 
Night"  is  the  attraction.  Para- 
mount's  "The  Light  That  Failed" 
fared  handsomely  at  the  Rivoli,  and 
the  familiar  adjective  "tremendous" 
was  applied  to  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall's  revenue  via  M-G-M's  "Bala- 
laika" on  the  screen  and  "Peace  on 
Earth"  and  "Old  King  Cole"  the 
stage  presentation  magnets. 

The  other  Broadway  houses, — 
Loew's  Criterion,  State  and  May- 
fair;  RKO's  Palace;  the  Rialto, 
Globe  and  Central  also  reported 
business  excellent,  and  it  is  note- 
worthy that  the  so-called  art  the- 
aters played  to  immensely  satisfac- 
tory "takes"  through  the  medium  of 
unusually  strong  foreign  film  fea- 
tures, among  which  are  "Katia," 
"Harvest"  and  "Entente  Cordiale," 
the  latter  picture  playing  both  the 
Fifth  Avenue  and  55th  Street  Play- 
houses. Neighborhood  business  gen- 
erally was  reported  stronger  than  a 
year  ago,  this  being  explained  by  the 
choice  pix  which  had  recently  scored 
in  the  Broadway  area,  but  there  was 
nothing  sensational  about  the  re- 
turns. 

Nabe  biz  outside  of  New  York  was 
asserted  to  be  about  the  same  as  a 
year  ago,  averages  showed.  Strength 
prevailed  in  many  instances,  but  in 
others  grosses  were  off  from  Christ- 
mas of  1938.  Sources  close  to  lead- 
ing circuits  point  out  that  Saturday 
was  the  final  shopping  day;  Sunday 
was  devoted  to  making  preparations 
for  the  holiday  in  homes,  and  Mon- 
day, not  being  followed  by  a  "free" 
day  as  it  was  a  year  ago,  worked 
against  the  b.o. 


House  Records  for  RKO  Films 
Tumble  Before  "Hunchback" 

In  all  nine  of  its  pre-release  en- 
gagements opening  Christmas  day, 
"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame" 
topped  the  house  records  for  all 
RKO  pictures  for  a  single  day,  in- 
cluding holidays,  in  the  history  of 
the  respective  houses,  it  was  an- 
nounced  yesterday. 

New  marks  were  set  up  Monday 
at  Keith's  Boston;  Albee,  Provi- 
dence; Keith's,  Washington;  Palace, 


Femme  Hats  If  Worn  in  Minneapolis  Theater 
May  Bring  Manager  Fine  or  30  Days  in  Jail 

Minneapolis — Theater  managers  had  something  else  to  worry  about  here  when 
someone  dug  out  a  city  ordinance  that  prohibits  a  woman  from  wearing  a  hat 
during  the  performance  in  a  theater.  This  is  the  payoff,  however:  The  manager 
may  be  fined  from  $5  to  $25  or  subject  to  30  days  imprisonment  in  the  local 
workhouse. 


Hecht-Jessel  Talking  i  Dies  Investigators  Claim 

Col.  Releasing  Deal    There  Are  Reds  in  Hollywood 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ture  which  they  plan  to  produce 
shortly  in  the  East.  Pact  is  said  to 
be  near  the  closing   stage. 

Hecht  is  completing  the  script 
and  Jessel  will  appear  in  the  story 
to  be  made  under  the  title  of  "Be- 
fore I  Die."  No  studio  space  has 
been  acquired  as  yet,  although  the 
Biograph  lot  in  The  Bronx  is  being 
considered.  It  also  is  said  that 
scenes  may  be  shot  at  both  the  Bio- 
graph and  Eastern  Service  Studios 
in  Astoria. 

Currently,  Hecht  and  Jessel  are 
waiting  for  a  heavy  snow  to  blanket 
Central  Park  for  an  important 
scene. 


Para.  NSS  Subsidiary  Close 
5- Year  Ad  Accessories  Pact 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

new  setup  would  give  exhibitors  a 
wider  selection  of  advertising  mat- 
ter at  reasonable  prices. 

Similar  deals  are  reported  to  be 
in  negotiation  with  other  major 
companies. 


Chicago;  Orpheum,  Kansas  City; 
Hillstreet  and  Pantages,  Los  An- 
geles: State,  Harrisburg,  and  Park, 
Reading. 

Day-and-date  openings  in  more 
than  100  additional  cities  are  slated 
for  this  week-end. 


Best  Albany  Christmas  Biz 
Since  Pre-Depression  2(fs 

Albany — Theaters  had  their  best 
Christmas  week  biz  since  the  pre- 
depression  20's,  highlighted  by  War- 
ner's first-run  Strand  with  "Gul- 
liver's Travels."  and  the  Fabian  Pal- 
ace with  "Judge  Hardy  and  Son." 
Subsequent-run  Warner  and  Fabian 
houses,  the  Hellman  Royal  and  Para- 
mount and  Bernstein's  Colonial  did 
better  than  ever. 


St,  Louis  Holiday  Biz 
Spurts  Over  Last  Year's 

St.  Louis — First-run  business  here 
over  Sunday  and  Christmas  day  gen- 
erally better  than  last  year— in  some 
cases  up  to  115  per  cent  of  last 
vear's.  Neighborhood  and  suburban 
houses  ranged  from  105  to  111  per 
cent  of  last  year's  Christmas  busi- 
ness. Pre-Christmas  receipts  local- 
ly ran  behind  last  year's. 

Boston  Pix  Theater  Biz 

Ten  Per  Cent  Above  19S8 

Boston — Holiday  week-end  busi- 
ness at  picture  theaters  in  Boston 
was  10  per  cent  better  than  for  the 
holiday  week-end  in  1938. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

prepared  by  Dies  Committee  inves- 
tigators, following  an  eight-month 
investigation   by    Dies   agents. 

The  report  is  expected  to  state 
that  at  least  20  widely  known  film 
"names"  have  been  Communists.  It 
is  also  expected  to  state  that  more 
than  40  film  colony  celebrities  con- 
tributed funds  to  the  Communist 
party  or  so-called  Communist-front 
organizations.  Testimony  was  re- 
corded that  contributions  to  the  Los 
Angeles  Communist  section  alone 
reached   $3,000   per   month. 

The  report  will  state,  it  is  said 
here,  that  Communists  made  special 
attempts  to  garner  Hollywood  mem- 
bers, for  both  propaganda  purposes 
and  to  obtain  funds  from  the  high- 
salaried  film   notables. 

Chairman  Dies  expects  to  submit 
the  report  to  members  of  the  com- 
mittee with  a  recommendation  it  be 
made  public  in  full  detail.  The  de- 
cision on  this  will  rest  with  the 
full  committee.  Dies  is  expected  to 
use  the  report  as  a  springboard  in 
an  appeal  for  more  money  to  con- 
tinue the  work  of  the  committee 
when  Congress  convenes. 


Half  of  306  Membership 

Share  in  Salary  Boosts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

to  be  re-elected  by  a  large  major- 
ity, was  made  public  yesterday,  re- 
vealing that  the  union  has  obtained 
salary  increases  in  the  past  two 
years  for  approximately  half  of  the 
membership  which  total  $226,502.12 
annually.  This  figure  does  not  in- 
clude any  of  the  so-called  major 
circuits,  with  which  the  union  is 
currently  negotiating,  it  was  said. 

It  was  also  disclosed  that  after 
preliminary  negotiations  between 
the  union  and  the  major  circuits  a 
clause  in  the  contract  which  pro- 
vides for  a  mandatory  raise  in  wages 
in  the  event  of  arbitration  had  been 
agreed  upon  by  the  circuits.  Clause 
provides  for  tilts  in  both  1940  and 
1941,  with  the  first  boost  to  be  re- 
troactive to  Sept.  1,  1940,  starting 
date  for  the  two-year  provision. 

Basson  also  points  out  that  no 
assessments  have  been  levied  on  the 
union  members  in  over  two  years 
due  to  elimination  of  expensive 
strikes,  useless  organization  cam- 
paigns and  strict  economy  in  opera- 
tion. Cut  in  operating  expenses 
raised  the  union's  death  benefit  from 
$2,000  to  $4,000. 

7th   Detroit  First-Run 

Detroit — Madison  Theater,  oper- 
ated by  the  Robinson  Circuit,  is 
adopting  a  first-run  policy,  making 
seven  first-runs  for  Detroit. 


«REVI6UJS» 

"Of  Mice  and  Men" 

with   Burgess  Meredith,   Betty   Field, 

Lon  Chaney,  Jr. 

UA-Roach  107  Mins. 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

OUTSTANDING     PICTURIZATION     OF 

STEINBECK  NOVEL  BRILLIANTLY^    \YED 

SHOULD  CLICK  EASILY  AND  BIG™ 

This  is  one  of  the  finest  pictures  produced 
in  many,  many  months,  with  each  character 
in  Steinbeck's  famous  novel  being  vividly 
and  faithfully  portrayed.  Hal  Roach  dis- 
played excellent  judgment  in  assigning  the 
Steinbeck  story  to  Producer-Director  Lewis 
Milestone  and  Scenarist  Eugene  Solow. 
Milestone  has  never  done  a  better  direc- 
torial job,  gaining  brilliant  performances 
from  his  entire  cast.  Lon  Chaney,  Jr.,  given 
his  best  screen  opportunity,  delivers  solidly 
as  Lennie,  the  addle-brained,  childish  giant, 
fond  of  pets.  Burgess  Meredith  is  equally 
good  as  George,  Lennie's  partner,  who 
dreams  of  getting  a  little  house,  a  couple 
of  acres  of  land,  a  vegetable  patch,  chickens, 
a  cow,  rabbits  and  other  animals.  Betty 
Field,  playing  her  second  screen  role,  is 
splendid  as  Mae,  one  of  the  pitiful,  lonely 
figures  of  the  story.  She  is  married  to  the 
very  jealous  Curley  (Bob  Steele)  son  of 
Jackson  (Oscar  O'Shea)  owner  of  the  ranch 
where  all  the  action  occurs.  One  of  the 
outstanding  performances  is  provided  by 
Roman  Bohnen  as  a  crippled  ranch  hand, 
longing  for  a  little  home  of  his  own.  Charles 
Bickford  is  very  good  as  a  ranch  employe 
who  befriends  Lennie  and  George.  Leigh 
Whipper  gives  a  very  effective  portrayal  of 
a  negro  ranch  hand  who  is  even  shunned  by 
the  other  lowly  ranch  workers.  Bob  Steele 
is  splendid  as  the  ranch  owner's  son,  who, 
because  of  his  small  stature,  loaths  larger 
men  and  makes  Lennie  his  target.  Oscar 
O'Shea  portrays  the  ranch  owner  convinc- 
ingly and  Granville  Bates  and  Noah  Beery, 
Jr.,  round  out  the  cast.  Eugene  Solow  did  a 
very  commendable  job  of  scripting  the  Stein- 
beck novel,  making  it  censor-proof  without 
losing  any  of  the  flavor  of  the  original.  To 
Frank  Ross  goes  credit  as  associate  pro- 
ducer. Norbert  Brodine's  photography  is 
first-rate,  while  Roy  Seawright  deserves 
special  mention  for  his  photographic  effects. 
An  important  factor  is  the  musical  score  by 
Aaron  Copland,  with  the  music  being  con- 
ducted by  irvin  Talbot.  George  and  Lennie 
get  work  on  the  Jackson  ranch.  Believing 
that  Lennie  has  been  too  friendly  with  his 
wife,  Curley  attacks  the  giant,  who  after 
being  the  recipient  of  many  blows,  breaks 
Curley's  hand.  The  lonely  Mae,  Curley's 
wife,  ordered  from  the  ranch,  tells  Lennie 
of  her  troubles.  He  pets  her  hair  and  her 
fright  so  confuses  him,  that,  he  not  realiz- 
ing his  own  strength,  kills  her.  Rather  than 
have  his  old  friend  lynched  by  the  enraged 
Curley  and  his  men,  George  slays  him. 

CAST:  Burgess  Meredith,  Betty  Field,  Lon 
Chaney,  Jr.,  Charles  Bickford,  Roman  Boh- 
nen, Bob  Steele,  Noah  Beery,  Jr.,  Granville 
Bates,  Oscar  O'Shea,  Leigh  Whipper. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Lewis  Milestone; 
Associate  Producer,  Frank  Ross;  Director, 
Lewis  Milestone;  Author,  John  Steinbeck; 
from  the  stage  play  produced  by  Sam  H. 
Harris  and  staged  by  George  S.  Kaufman; 
Screenplay,  Eugene  Solow;  Cameraman, 
Norbert  Brodine,  ASC;  Photographic  Effects, 
Roy  Seawright;  Editor,  Bert  Jordan;  Art  Di- 
rector, Nicolai  Remisoff;  Musical  score  by 
Aaron  Copland;  Conducted  by  Irvin  Talbot. 

DIRECTION,  Brilliant.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 
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(   International  in  Scope 
Independent    in    Thought 
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TEN  CENTS 


Dismiss  Florida  Anti-Trust  Suit  at  Plaintiff's  Request 

ua  winTdismissal  oTTamuel  goldwyn  suit 

Metro  Sees  $2,500,000  Gross  on  "Wind"  in  8  Openings 


House   Records  Are  Smashed 

on  First  GWTW  Dates, 

M-G-M  Announces 

M-G-M's  distribution  experts  es- 
timate that  in  the  eight  theaters  in 
which  "Gone  With  the  Wind"  cur- 
rently is  playing,  the  picture  will 
gross  $2,500,000,  basing  their  esti- 
mates on  the  present  heavy  patron- 
age reported  from  the  six  cities' 
eight  houses. 

All  existing  house  records  have 
been  broken  by  "Wind,"  M-G-M  re- 
ported yesterday,  pix  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  advanced  prices  but  the 
offsetting  disadvantage  of  fewer 
showings.  The  Grand,  Atlanta,  is 
said  to  be  doubling  its  previous  high- 
est grosser,   with   business   running 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

N.  Y.  CRITICSSELECT 
"WITHERING  HEIGHTS" 


ITO  I  Calls  Mass  Meeting  on  Bieely  Bill 

A  mass  meeting  to  discuss  the  Neely  Bill  has  been  called  by  the  ITOA  tor  next 
Wednesday  in  the  grand  ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Astor.  According  to  a  letter  sent  out 
by  Harry  Brandt,  president,  the  entire  industry  will  be  represented,  executives  of  all 
companies    being    urged    to    attend. 


STIPULATION  REPORTS  ADDED  TIME  FOR  U.  S. 
UNFOUNDED-ARNOLD     TO  FILE  OBJECTIONS 


Sam  Goldwyn's  "Wuthering 
Heights",  directed  by  William  Wyler 
and  with  a  cast  topped  by  Merle 
Oberon,  Laurence  Olivier  and  David 
Niven,  rates  as  the  year's  best  fea- 
ture with  the  New  York  Film  Critics. 

Selection  was  announced  last 
night,  with  the  explanation  that  17 
metropolitan  critics  participated  in 
the  voting  and  that  14  ballots  were 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 

Film  Industry  to  Have 

Exhibit  at  Frisco  Fair 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Assistant  Attorney 
General  Thurman  Arnold  yesterday 
denied  reports  appearing  in  the  film 
trade  press  that  a  new  consent  de- 
cree may  end  the  Department's  con- 
tempt action  in  the  Fox  West  Coast 
case;  that  he  has  signed  stipulations 
calling  for  deferment  of  prosecution 
of  other  trust  actions  pending  trial 
of  the  New  York  Equity  suit  and 
that  no  new  trust  actions  will  be 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 

Japan's  New  Quota  Gives 

United  States  81    Films 


San  Francisco — The  Golden  Gate 
International  Exposition  will  reopen 
May  25  and  run  to  Sept.  29,  it  was 
announced  last  night.    New  features 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

Universal  Pits  East  Against 
West  in  Sales-Billing  Drive 

Universal's  Eastern  and  Western 
divisions  will  compete  with  each 
other  in  the  company's  sales  and 
billings  drive  which  starts  Sunday 
in  honor  of  William  A.  Scully,  gen- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Tokyo  (By  Cable)  —  Japan  will 
permit  the  importation  of  81  U.  S. 
pictures  during  1940,  or  approxi- 
mately 70  per  cent  of  all  foreign- 
made  product  allowed  entry,  it  is 
announced  here. 

Declaration  at  this  time  is  viewed 
as  a  mutually  important  step,  for  it 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Stipulation  was  filed  yesterday  in 
the  Federal  Court  which  extends  the 
time  of  the  Government  to  object  to 
defense  interrogatories  in  the  equity 
suit  to  Jan.  15.  Under  the  stipula- 
tion, the  Government  must  file 
answers  by  March  1  to  those  inter- 
rogatories which  are  upheld  either 
by  the  Court  or  by  agreement.  The 
majors  in  turn  are  to  answer  Govern- 
ment questions  by  Feb.  15  with  the 
exception  of  Columbia,  which  is  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


4A  Affiliates  Are  Voting 

on  Limitation  of  Ballot 


In  a  surprise  move  that  has  ap- 
parently been  inspired  to  minimize 
the  power  of  any  one  union  in  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of 
America  setup,  an  amendment  has 
been  proposed  by  the  Hebrew  Ac- 
tors union,  an  AAAA  member,  which 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Weingarten  Anti -Trust  Suit  Dropped/ 
Wometco  Will  Take  Plaintiff's  Houses 


Central  American  Building 
to  Spur  Equipment  Orders 

Increased  sales  by  U.  S.  equip- 
ment manufacturers  in  the  Central 
American  and  West  Indies  territor- 
ies can  be  anticipated  in  the  near 
future  as  theater  construction  pro- 
grams are  steadily  being  expanded 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Miami — Virtually  on  the  eve  of 
trial,  a  sudden  end  came  yesterday 
to  the  anti-trust  suit  brought  by 
Herman  Weingarten,  who  operates 
the  Cameo  and  Surf  theaters  as 
president  of  the  Washington  Oper- 
ating Co.  and  Garden  Operating  Co., 
against  two  local  theater  chains, 
Paramount  Enterprises  and  Wometco 
Theaters,  and  eight  majors,  Para- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Court  Finds  Action  Failed  to 

Include  "Indispensable" 

Parties 

Wilmington,  Del. — Federal  Judge 
John  P.  Nields  yesterday  granted 
the  motion  to  dismiss  the  suit  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc.,  and  Samuel 
Goldwyn,  plaintiffs,  against  the 
United  Artists  Corp.,  defendant. 

Judge  Nields  acted  upon  a  defense 
motion  to  dismiss  the  amended  com- 
plaint because  of  a  failure  to  join 
as  defendants  Alexander  Korda, 
London  Films  Productions,  Ltd., 
Douglas  Fairbanks  and  the  Elton 
Corp.,  claimed  in  the  motion  to  be 
indispensable  parties. 

The  complainants  had  alleged  that 
the  defendant  breached  its  contract 
with  Korda  and  London  Films  and 
that    therefore    Goldwyn    should    be 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


BROADWAY'S  GROSSES 
STAY  ABOVE  NORMAL 


Despite  the  coldest  day  of  the 
Winter  accompanied  by  snow  flurries 
and  high  winds,  the  big  film  houses 
in  the  Broadway  area  continued  to 
enjoy  grosses  sharply  above  normal, 
derived  from  a  resident,  home-for- 
the-holidays  and  otherwise  visiting 
public  whose  ardor  the  weather  ap- 
parently cannot  dampen. 

Radio    City   Music   Hall   reported 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 

Seven  House  Records  Set 
By  "Hunchback"  on  Monday 

Seven  new  house  records  on  "The 
Hunchback    of    Notre    Dame"    were 
established   Monday,    RKO   reported 
(Continued  on  Pagt  IX) 

RKO  Gold  Notes  Extension 
Is  Authorized  by  Bondy 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday granted  the  Irving  Trust,  as 
trustee    of   RKO,    authority    to    ex- 

(Continued  on  Page  12) 
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300  Theater  Relief  Packages 

Chicago  —  Local  needy  received 
30,000  Christmas  relief  packages 
from  300  Chi  houses. 


SAFETY  I  LLOYDS 


FILM  STORAGE  CORP. 

Storage  by  Reel  or  Vault 

729  Seventh  Ave. 

New  York  City 

BRyant  9-5600 


SECURITY 


Paramount's  H.  O.  Personnel 
Present  at  Nathan  Rites 


Funeral  services  for  Lou  Nathan, 
Paramount  staff  photographer,  who 
died  Christmas  day,  were  held  yes- 
terday at  the  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery, 
Yonkers.  Paramount  executives, 
members  of  the  art  department  and 
outsiders  who  attended  the  burial 
included: 

Barney  Balaban,  Stanton  Griffis, 
M.  F.  Gowthorpe,  Edward  Brown, 
Bob  Weitman,  Don  Velde,  Tom  Wal- 
ler, Herb  Berg,  Bob  Gillham,  Bill 
Shelpark,  John  McDermott,  Vince 
Trotta,  Alec  Moss,  Arthur  Dunne. 
Jack  Roper,  Carl  Clausen,  Ed  Sulli- 
van, Harry  Lousie,  Hal  Danson,  Jack 
Mclnerney,  Pat  Scollard,  Frank 
Meyer,  Bill  Hanneman,  Walter  Han- 
neman,  George  Dublin,  J.  P,  Mc- 
Loughlin,  Sol  Shaivoni,  Buford  Tune, 
Gene  Pastoret,  Charles  Strobel, 
Frank  McGuire,  John  Papejcik, 
Charles  Reilley,  Fred  Jehle,  Joseph 
Fronder,  William  Sussman,  Don 
Gibbs,  Moe  Kallis,  Bud  Sullivan,  Moe 
Koppleman,  Jack  Gordon  and  others. 


Metro  Set  to  Make  Initial 
U.  K.  Pix  Since  War  Started 


M-G-M's  first  English  production 
since  the  start  of  the  war  will  be 
"Busman's  Honeymoon,"  with  Robert 
Montgomery  starring.  Ben  Goetz, 
M-G-M's  managing  director  in  Eng- 
land, and  Montgomery  leave  by  Clip- 
per Wednesday.  Goetz  arrived  from 
the  Coast  last  night  by  plane  and 
Montgomery  is  due  tomorrow  from 
the  Coast  on  the  Century. 

Victor  Saville,  producer  of  "Good- 
bye, Mr.  Chips,"  will  join  Goetz  and 
Montgomery  in  England  shortly  af- 
ter the  first  of  the  year. 


Henry   Holms  Succeeds 
Thompson  as  RKO  Cashier 

Henry  Holms,  of  RKO's  auditing 
department,  has  been  named  cashier 
of  the  company  by  W.  H.  Clark, 
treasurer,  to  fill  the  post  left  vacant 
by  the  death  last  week  of  David 
Thompson. 

Holms  entered  the  film  business 
with  Mutual  in  1915,  shortly  after 
his  arrival  here  from  his  native  Den- 
mark. He  joined  Robertson-Cole, 
parent  company  of  RKO  Radio,  in 
1920  and  has  been  with  the  company 
ever  since. 


New  Year's  Eve  "Flesh" 

Use  to  Show  Increase 


Reports  from  key  regions  through- 
out the  country  indicated  yesterday 
that  a  larger  number  of  stage  pres- 
entations will  be  used  in  film  houses 
on  New  Year's  Eve  and  New  Year's 
Day  than  in  a  number  of  years  past. 

In  the  instances  of  major  cir- 
cuits, it  is  almost  generally  a  local 
proposition,  determined  by  the  zone 
or  house  manager,  making  it  impos- 
sible to  accurately  check  the  number 
of  theaters  using  shows. 


8  New  Houses  Built,  Four 
Started  in  Conn,  in  1939 


New  Haven  —  New  theater  con- 
struction in  the  State  completed  in 
1939  counts  up  to  eight,  as  com- 
pared to  two  last  year.  In  addition, 
four  other  new  houses,  in  new  neigh- 
borhoods or  towns,  have  been 
started,  and  will  be  completed  by 
Spring.  Total  construction  con- 
tracted for  this  year  has  thus  hit  a 
figure  of  approximately  $765,000. 
Extensive  remodeling  jobs,  ranging 
from  $2,000  to  $20,000  have  also 
been  undertaken,  mainly  by  inde- 
pendent exhibitors,  to  about  20  the- 
aters, with  new  jobs  in  the  offing 
for    1940. 


Court  Refuses  Injunction 
In  Ziegfeld  Name  Action 

New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Samuel  Hofstadter  yesterday  denied 
an  application  of  Loew's  Inc.,  Billie 
Burke  Ziegfeld,  and  Select  Operating 
Corp.,  for  a  temporary  injunction 
against  The  Ziegfeld  Midnite  Frolic 
Corp.  and  Nicholas  Blair  to  restrain 
use  of  the  name  Ziegfeld  for  the 
defendant's  night  club.  The  Court 
ordered  trial  for  Jan.  2  and  required 
the  defendant  to  post  a  $5,000  bond. 


Mrs.  Lucy  Love  Appointed 
to  Penn.  Board  of  Censors 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — Mrs.  Lucy  H. 
Love,  of  Johnstown,  was  appointed 
yesterday  by  Governor  James  as 
the  third  member  of  the  state  Board 
of  Censors  and  designated  as  the 
board's  secretary.  The  post  pays 
$5,000  annually.  Appointment  com- 
pletes  the  board's   personnel. 


National  Screen  Service 
To  Establish  O.  C.  Branch 


Oklahoma  City — National  Screen 
Service  will  establish  a  local  branch 
office  here  shortly  after  the  first  of 
the  year.  The  company  will  locate 
in  the  ground  floor  quarters  of  the 
Paramount  Exchange  building  which 
is  now  being  remodeled  to  serve 
National. 


Frisco  Film  Biz  Better 

Than  1938  Holiday  Week 

San  Francisco — Holiday  week  film 
biz  here  will  run  above  1938  levels, 
both  downtown  and  in  the  nabes, 
in  Frisco,  Oakland  and  other  Bay 
area  cities. 


Ampa  Luncheon  Today 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke  and  Edmund 
O'Brien,  both  appearing  in  RKO's 
"The  Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame," 
are  slated  to  appear  at  Ampa's  spe- 
cial holiday  luncheon  to  be  held  at 
Stouffer's  Restuarant  at  12:45  p.m. 
today.  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  prexy, 
will  discuss  the  Neely  bill. 


commG  add  Gome 


JOHN  HAY  WHITNEY,  board  chairman  of 
Selznick  International,  flew  to  the  Coast  last 
night. 

GEORGE  S.  KAUFMAN  and  MOSS  HART  have 
returned   to   New  York   from  Chicago. 

MACK  L1TTMAN  returns  to  New  Y^v .this 
week   after  a    nation-wide   sales   trip.      ^*- 

JOHN    CARFIELD   has    returned   to   the   Coast. 

CHARLES  J.  HUNT,  Metro  production  man- 
ager, is  here  from  the  Coast  for  a  two-week 
vacation. 

MONTGOMERY  FORD  and  ELLIS  ST.  JOSEPH, 
producer  and  author,  respectively,  of  a  new 
play  which  will  star  Walter  Huston,  are  in 
Hollywood    conferring    with    the    actor. 

B.  F.  HOLZMAN,  business  representative  of 
Eddie  Cantor,  returns  to   Hollywood  today. 

MELVILLE  SHAUER  and  his  wife,  ROSITA 
MORENO,  have  arrived  on  the  Coast  from  New 
York,    motoring   across   the   continent. 

BRYAN  FOY,  Warner  producer,  is  vacationing 
in    Texas. 

HOWARD  DIETZ  and  his  wife  flew  to  the 
Coast  last  night  for  the  opening  there  of 
"Gone  With  the  Wind." 

BEN  GOETZ  arrived  last  night  from  the 
Coast    by    train. 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  arrives  here  tomor- 
row   from    Hollywood. 

BOB  MOCHRIE,  RKO  Southern  district  man- 
ager,  returned   last  night  from  Atlanta. 

ED  McEVOY,  Central  Eastern  manager  for 
RKO,    is   in   New   York. 

E.  W.  HAMMONS  returns  today  from  Wash- 
ington. 

EDWARD  ELLIS  is  in  New  York  for  a  brief 
vacation 

M.  J.  SIECEL,  president  of  Republic  Produc- 
tions, arrives  in  New  York  this  week-end  from 
the  Coast. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER  Republic  prexy,  returns 
to  New  York  early  in  February  from  the  Coast 
via    numerous   stopovers    in   Southern   keys. 

DR.  E.  MACALUSO,  general  manager  of 
Esperia  Film  Distributing  Co.,  sailed  for  Italy 
yesterday  on  the  Conte  di  Savoia. 


Lantz  May  Close  Cartoon 
Feature  Deal  Next  Week 


First  feature  length  cartoon  to  be 
made  by  Walter  Lantz  appears  to 
be  a  toss-up  between  "Aladdin  and 
His  Wonderful  Lamp"  and  "Jack  the 
Giant  Killer."  Lantz  said  yesterday 
that  the  preference  points  to  "Alad- 
din." Distribution  details  may  be 
revealed  early  next  week. 


$30,166.71  In  Theater  Fees 

Richmond,  Va.— The  State  Depart- 
ment of  Taxation  has  just  reported 
that  license  fees  and  taxes  collected 
from  motion  picture  theaters  in  the 
State  last  year  amounted  to  $30,- 
166.71.  The  previous  year  the 
amount  was  $30,178.33.  There  were 
in  operation  745  theaters  last  year 
ompared  to  749  the  year  before, 
however. 


POSITION  WANTED 

Stenographer,  Typist: — College  Graduate; 
Film  Experience;  Spanish,  French  Trans- 
lations, Correspondence.  Also  Monitor 
Board.       Thoroughly    Capable. 
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1501  B'way 
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CAN  M-G-M  KEEP  UP 
THAT  SIZZLING  PACE? 

While  "JUDGE  HARDY  &  SON"  and 

"BALALAIKA"  are  in  the  holiday  spotlight 

here  are  two  more  M-G-M  hits  just  previewed: 

PREVIEW!    "EARL   OF  CHICAGO"  SENSATIONAL! 

Terrific  enthusiasm  greeted  surprise  preview  in  Los  Angeles  of  Robert  Montgomery's  new 
picture  "Earl  of  Chicago."  Performance  rated  of  Academy  Award  calibre.  This  is  the  first 
American  production  from  Victor  Saville   of  "Citadel"  and  "Mr.  Chips"  fame. 

PREVIEW!  "SHOP  AROUND  THE  CORNER"  GRAND! 

Ernst  Lubitsch  fresh  from  "Ninotchka"  triumph  clicks  again  in  heart-warming  entertainment 
with  tenderest  romance  the  screen  has  ever  seen.  Great  cast!  Margaret  Sullavan,  James  Stewart, 
Frank  Morgan  and  others.  The  preview  audience  raved!  Another  Topnotchka  hit! 

HELLO  1940!    LEO  IS  HOT! 


MtHklb!™* 


STRANGEST 


"VfedW*  Creep! 
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HUMAN  IN  THE  WORLD 
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Pantages  and  Hillstreet,  Los  Angeles 
Keith  Memorial,  Boston  . . .  Park,  Reading 
Kansas  City  .  .  .  Palace,  Chicago  (since 


1940's  BIG  SHOW... NEW 
IN  SCORES  OF  FIRST 


LAUCHTON .  THE  HUNCHBACK  OF  NOT 
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Keith,  Washington ...  Albee,  Providence... 
. . .  Senate,  Harrisburg  . . .  Orpheum, 

straight  picture  policy) 


YEARS  ATTRACTION 
RUNS  EVERYWHERE! 
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PICTURES 


EDAME 


SIR  CEDRIC  HARDWICKE  •  THOMAS  MITCHELL-  MAUREEN  O'HARA  -  EDMOND 
O'BRIEN  •  ALAN  MARSHAL  •  WALTER  HAMPDEN. KATHARINE  ALEXANDER 


Produced    by    PANDRO    S.   HERMAN        •        Dlr«ct»d    by    WILLIAM    DIETERLF 


Screen  Ploy  by  Sonyo  levien  •  Adoptqtion  by  Bruno  Frank 
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SEE  GWTW  GROSS  IN  8 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 

190  per  cent  ahead  of  normal  at  the 
State  and  Orpheum  in  Boston. 

Attendance  at  the  Capitol,  Broad- 
way, has  been  averaging  more  than 
11,000  daily  on  a  three-shows-a-day 
policy,  while  advance  sales  at  the 
Astor  run  well  into  February. 

House  records  are  being  broken, 
it  is  claimed,  in  Reading,  Harrisburg 
and  Cincinnati. 


4A  Affiliates  Are  Voting 

on  Limitation  of  Ballot 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

would  limit  the  number  of  votes  any 
one  affiliated  union  could  cast  to  half 
the  number  of  total  votes  which  can 
be  cast  by  all  unions,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

It  was  also  disclosed  that  this 
proposed  amendment  is  now  being 
voted  on  by  the  councils  of  the  af- 
filiated unions.  Under  the  existing 
setup,  each  branch  is  entitled  to  cast 
one  vote  for  every  300  members  or 
fractional  part  thereof  in  good  stand- 
ing, giving  a  definite  balance  of 
power  to  one  union  with  a  large 
membership  in  good  standing.  It  is 
believed  that  this  amendment  was 
inspired  outside  the  Hebrew  Actors 
union  by  elements  in  the  organiza- 
tion that  are  jealous  of  the  power 
gained  by  comparatively  new  unions 
in  the  field. 

No  indication  has  been  disclosed 
yet  as  to  which  way  the  vote  will  go 
on  the  proposed  amendment. 


Added  Time  for  U.  S  to  File 
Objections  in   Equity  Suit 

(Continued  from  Pane  1) 

only   company   to   have   filed   objec- 
tions to  nine  interrogatories. 

A  stipulation  has  been  made  by 
Columbia  and  the  Government,  it 
was  revealed  yesterday,  postponing 
the  hearing  on  objections  to  Jan.  19. 

Ont.  Legislature  on  Jan.  10 

Toronto — The  Ontario  Legislative 
Assembly  will  convene  Jan.  10,  a 
month  or  more  earlier  than  usual. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM   DAILY 

to   the   following  on   their  birthdays: 

DECEMBER  28 

Lewis   Ayres 

Arch    Reeve 

John   LeRoy  Johnston 

Frank    Butler 


ALONG  THE 


with  PHIL  M.  DALY; 


•  •      •     NOT  since  out  film  editors  and  critics the  nation  o'er 

were  in  the  throes  oi  speculating  as  to  who  would  play  Scarlett 

O'Hara have  they  shown  more  interest than  in  the  ques- 
tion  "What  will  be  the  finally  selected  Ten  Best  Pictures  oi   1939 

in  THE  FILM  DAILY's  annual  poll?" That  will  be  answerable  early 

in  January 'cause  currently  the  last  of  the  ballots  are  still  comin' 

in marking  the  windup  of  an  intensely   interesting  race and 

an  unprecedentedly  exciting  one 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  TABULATIONS  already  show  that  more  than  130  dif- 
ferent features out  of  the  448  eligible  to  be  voted  upon 

have  been  considered  by  the  editors  and  critics to  have  suffi- 
cient merit to  warrant  their  designation  on  ballots and 

this  reflects,  in  itself,  the  favorable  impression  which  Hollywood's 

product has  made  of  late on  those  whose  appraisement 

of  photoplay  quality is  a  PROFESSIONAL  function This 

should  be  all  the  more  encouraging  to  our  producers because 

it  is   generally    conceded that   the   so-called   top   product   is 

considerably  stronger  this  year than  in  twelve-month  spans 

of  the  past Therefore,  one  might  expect  that  voting  would 

be  concentrated ....  on  fewer  pix But  the   ballots  say: 

"Hollywood,  you  have  given  to  the  public  many,  many  films  of 
merit" 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ONE  of  the  brightest  aspects  of  the  current  Ten  Best  Pic- 
tures poll  of  THE  FILM  DAILY is  the  marked  increase  of  co-opera- 
tive polls which  have  been  launched  by  many  U.  S.  newspapers 

and  other  publications to  determine  the   opinions   of   their   readers 

as  to  what  are  the  Ten  Best  of  1939 More  than  50  such  co-op 

polls all  tied  in  with  the  main  poll  of  THE  FILM  DAILY are 

being  conducted  or  just  recently  completed Through  these  sym- 
posiums   the  flame  of  public  interest  in  films  is  annually  increased 

and  many  constructive  deductions  can  be  made  by  the  industry 

through  analysis  of  both  the  main  and  co-op  polls They  are 

of  unusual  value  as  barometers  of  national  and  local  tastes  in  film  enter- 
tainment  

T  T  T 

•  •  •  A  salient  example  of  "taste  determination" is  pro- 
vided in  the  co-op  poll  which  the  Poughkeepsie  Evening  Star  & 

Enterprise  and  the  Poughkeepsie  Eagle-News  are  conducting 

in  co-operation  with  the  Netco  Theaters  Corp operators   of 

the  Bardavon,  Stratford,  Juliet  and  State in  that  city 

The  Ten  Best  contest  was  divided  into  two  classes one  for 

men,  one  for  women and  seven  prizes  were  offered  in  both 

classes 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •      •     RETURNS  of  the  Hudson  (Union  City,  N.  J.)  Dispatch  poll 

are  interesting because  the  winner  was  a  high  school  boy 

and  a  host  of  ballots  were  received  from  filmgoers  in  this  same   age- 

bracket in  addition  to  votes  via  more  mature  entertainment-seekers 

The  ballots  disclose  a  good  deal  about  taste Down  in  Har- 
risburg, Pa.,  both  the  Patriot  &  Evening  News and  the  Telegraph 

are   conducting  co-op   polls the  former   under   the    aegis   oi 

Ralph  Wallis  and  the  latter  under  Paul  Walker and  by  the  rime 

this  dual  probe  is  over you'll  have  a  mighty  good  idea  of  the 

type  and  character  of  pix folks  down  Harrisburg   way  really  like 

to  spend  their  dough  to  see 


Max  Steuer  was  not  available  yes- 
terday for  comment.  At  his  office, 
it  was  said  that  he  mis'ht  have  a 
statement  to  make  today. 

In  some  industry  quarters,  belief 
was  expressed  that  Goldwyn  would 
elect  to  re-file. 


Japan's  New  Quota  Gives 

United  States  81    Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

assures  American  companies  of  a 
definite  status  during  the  next  12- 
month  span  regardless,  it  is  pointed 
out,  of  the  disposition  cf  the  U.  S. 
and  Japanese  Governments  to  nego- 
tiate a  new  trade  treaty.  On  the 
Japanese  side,  the  1940  quota  estab- 
lishment means  that  the  public  will 
continue  to  enjoy  American  screen 
product  which  has  been  dominant  in 
their  favor,  and  will  not,  it  is 
further  pointed  out,  accentuate  so 
sharply  any  breach  in  trade  which 
might  result  from  non-effectuation 
of  a  commercial  treaty.  Thus  both 
sides  are  held  to  be  gainers. 

No  announcement  is  made  as  to 
how  the  individual  quotas  for  the 
U.  S.  companies  were  arrived  at, 
but  it  is  known  that  the  number 
of  features  permitted  each  to  im- 
port here  is  based  upon  a  past-per- 
formance factor,  reportedly  the  aver- 
age over  the  past  few  years.  Thus 
Paramount  will  be  allowed  14;  M-G- 
M,  13;  Columbia,  11;  Warners,  9; 
20th-Fox,  9;  RKO,  9;  Universal,  9; 
and  UA,  7. 


«      <€ 


#4 


js       ^      y 


Will  Hays  On  Air 

Will  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy.  will  make 
one  cf  his  rare  air  appearances  tonight 
when  he  will  be  heard  over  the  en- 
tire CBS  at  7:15-7:30  p.m.  Subject  of 
Hays'  talk  is  "1939  in  Motion  Pictures." 


UA  WINS  DISMISSAL 
OF  GOLDWYN'S  SUIT 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

released  from  his  contract  with  UA. 

Judge  Nields  in  his  decision^pud: 

"In  the  case  at  bar,  SamuelV^yld- 
wyn,  Inc.,  and  Samuel  Goldwyn  who 
are  strangers  to  the  distribution  con- 
tract between  defendant  and  Korda, 
are  seeking  a  construction  of  that 
distributing  contract  in  the  absence 
of  Korda. 

"The  Supreme  Court  held  that 
where  it  is  necessary  to  construe 
a  contract  to  enable  a  court  to  grant 
the  relief  sought,  the  court  can  not 
construe  such  contract  in  the  ab- 
sence  of  a   party  thereto." 

The  court  found  that  Korda  and 
London  Films  Prod.  Ltd.,  are  "in- 
dispensable" and  "necessary"  parties 
and  ruled  that  "it  follows  that  the 
court  cannot  assume  jurisdiction  of 
this  suit  because  of  the  absence  of 
indispensable    parties." 

Max  Steuer  of  New  York  and 
Wardes  Gray  of  Wilmington  were 
solicitors  for  Goldwyn  and  Robert 
H.  Richards  of  Wilmington  and 
George  Wharton  Pepper  of  Philadel- 
phia  represented  United  Artists. 


PRE  -  SOLD  / 

TO  YOUR  AUDIENCE 

THE 
TEN  BEST 

PICTURES  OF  1939 

More  than  five-hundred  newspapers  will 
be  telling  their  millions  of  readers  about 

THE  TEN  BEST 

as  selected  by  important 
critics  of  the  nation  for 

V*A.  DAILY 

ANNUAL  POLL 

WATCH  FOR  THIS  STORY 

AND 

THEN  PLAY  THE  PICTURES 
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"Crashing  Thru" 

with  James  Newill,  Warren  Hull, 
Jean   Carmen 
Monogram  65  Mins. 

ACTIONFUL  MELLER  ABOUT  NORTH- 
WEST MOUNTIES  SHOULD  PLEASE  AUDI- 
ENCES GENERALLY. 

James  Newill's  latest  in  the  Renfrew 
series  for  Monogram  is  an  action  meller 
that  will  delight  any  audience  that  wants 
action  entertainment.  Film  has  a  good  pace, 
Newill  sings  a  couple  of  songs  pleasingly 
and  the  outdoor  locale  of  picture  is  good. 
Supporting  Newill  are  Warren  Hull,  Walter 
Byron,  Jean  Carmen,  Milburn  Stone  and  Iron 
Eyes  Cody,  all  of  whom  are  capable  players. 
Elmer  Clifton  directs  the  picture  at  a  swift 
and  sure  pace.  Newill  and  Hull,  sergeant 
and  corporal,  respectively,  in  the  Mounties, 
are  on  their  way  to  their  post  from  head- 
quarters when  the  small  steamer  which  they 
are  traveling  on  is  held  up.  Helpless  to 
stop  the  thieves  from  getting  away  with  a 
gold  shipment,  they  immediately  take  up 
the  chase  once  they  are  free  to  do  so.  There 
is  plenty  of  excitement  and  suspense  before 
the  thieves  are  caught  and  Miss  Carmen  and 
her  brother  are  cleared  of  charges  involving 
them  in  the  holdup. 

CAST:  James  Newill,  Jean  Carmen,  War- 
ren Hull,  Iron  Eyes  Cody,  Milburn  Stone, 
Walter  Byron,  Stanley  Blystone,  Robert 
Frazier,  Joseph  Girard,  David  O'Brien,  Earl 
Douglas,  Ted  Adams,  Roy  Bancroft. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Philip  N.  Krasna; 
Director,  Elmer  Clifton;  Screenplay,  Sherman 
Lowe;  Based  on  a  story  by  Laurie  York 
Erskine;  Cameraman,  Eddie  Linden;  Editor, 
Roy  Luby. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Redbook  Motion  Picture 

Award  for  Bette  Davis 


Bette  Davis  is  the  winner  of  the 
"Motion  Picture  Award  for  1939" 
presented  by  Redbook  Magazine  in 
its  forthcoming  February  issue, 
which  will  appear  on  newsstands 
Jan.  1.  Formal  presentation  of  the 
award  will  be  made  to  Miss  Davis 
by  Douglas  W.  Churchill,  Redbook's 
motion  picture  editor,  on  the  Screen 
Guild  radio  program  to  be  broadcast 
via  CBS  from  Hollywood  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  14.  The  award  will  be  in  the 
form  of  a  cup  engraved  as  follows: 
"For  distinguished  contributions  to 
the  art  of  the  motion  picture." 

Miss  Davis  earned  the  award  for 
her  performances  in  "Dark  Victory," 
"Juarez,"  "The  Old  Maid"  and  "The 
Private  Lives  of  Elizabeth  and  Es- 


"Two's  Company" 

with  Mary  Brian,  Ned  Sparks, 

Patric  Knowles 

Times  Pictures  64  Mins. 

FAIRLY      AMUSING       ENGLISH-MADE 

COMPANY  HAS  GOOD  CAST  HEADED  BY 

U.  S.  PLAYERS. 

Produced  by  Malmar  Pictures  in  England, 
this  import  should  be  of  service  to  the  nabe 
trade,  with  an  able  cast  headed  by  Ameri- 
can players.  Picture  is  fairly  amusing  as  a 
comedy  and  it  is  kept  moving  fast  enough  at 
all  times.  Tim  Whelan  directed.  Principal 
fault  of  the  film  lies  in  a  somewhat  stum- 
bling script  which  does  not  maintain  the 
humor  of  the  picture  quite  as  much  as  it 
could.  Mary  Brian,  Patric  Knowles,  Ned 
Sparks,  Gordon  Harker  and  Morton  Selten 
head  the  cast.  Story  concerns  the  enmity  of 
Selten,  an  earl,  for  his  American  neighbor, 
Harry  Holman.  A  row  springs  up  between 
the  two  that  is  taken  to  court,  but  all  is 
forgiven  and  forgotten  when  Mary  and 
Patric,  respectively,  the  daughter  and  son 
of  the  two  men,  fall  in  love. 

CAST:  Ned  Sparks,  Mary  Brian,  Patric 
Knowles,  Gordon  Harker,  Morton  Selten, 
Harry  Holman,  Olive  Blakeney,  Gibb 
McLoughlin,  Edmund  Brean,  Robb  Wilton, 
H.  F.  Maltby,  Lawrence  Hanray. 

CREDITS:  Malmar  Pictures  Production; 
Director,  Tim  Whelan. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


*   SHORTS   * 


French  Films  Import  Co. 

Chartered  in  New  York 


Albany  —  French  Films  Import 
Company,  Inc.,  has  been  chartered 
here  with  Andre  R.  Heymann,  Gerry 
Heymann  and  Paulette  Arnaud,  New 
York  City,  as  subscribers.  Capital 
stock  consists  of  200  shares. 


Classic  to  Interboro 

S.R.F.  Amusement  Corp.,  Inter- 
boro subsidiary,  has  acquired  the 
Classic  theater,  Brooklyn,  from  the 
Perlmutter  Holding  Corp.,  subject 
to  an  existing  lease  expiring  next 
May. 


With  "Harvest"  now  starting  its 
fourth  month  at  the  World  Theater, 
the  French  Cinema  Center,  Inc.,  dis- 
tributors, announced  yesterday  that 
the  picture  has  played  to  over  50,000 
people  to  date  in  the  300-seat  house. 
It  was  also  learned  that  French 
Films  Import  Company,  Inc.,  headed 
by  Andre  R.  Heymann,  will  distrib- 
ute two  pictures  as  its  first  offer- 
ings here,  "Jardins  de  Murcie"  and 
'  Schpountz." 


"Old  Hickory" 

(Historical  Featuret) 

Warners  17  Mins. 

Inspiring  Historical  Document 

Opening  with  the  defense  of  New 
Orleans  against  the  British  attack, 
this  featuret  takes  us  on  through 
Andrew  Jackson's  administration  to 
his  famous  decision  on  the  protective 
tariff.  The  British  are  defeated  with 
the  aid  of  Jean  La  Fitte's  pirate 
crew.  Jackson  is  talked  of  as  the 
next  President,  but  his  political  ene- 
mies conspire  to  ruin  him.  His  wife 
is  insulted,  but  she  forces  him  to 
promise  he  won't  fight  a  duel  as  it 
is  a  trap,  dying  before  he  is  elected. 
The  debate  between  Daniel  Webster 
and  Robert  Hayne  over  the  tariff  is 
presented  as  well  as  Jackson's  final 
decision  on  the  question.  Hugh 
Southern,  Nana  Bryant,  Victor  Kil- 
ian,  Irving  Pichel,  Natalie  Moorhead, 
George  Renevant  and  John  Hamil- 
ton are  in  the  cast.  Film  is  en- 
hanced by  the  use  of  Technicolor. 

"Scrambled  Eggs" 
Universal  7'/z  mins. 

Clever  Cartoon 

Peterkin,  a  worthy  addition  to  the 
fantasy  figures  of  cartoonland,  is  an 
engaging  and  thoroughly  enjoyable 
young  jackanapes  in  this  reel.  An 
elf  with  a  mischevious  mind,  he  con- 
ceives the  idea  of  seeing  just  what 
would  happen  if  he  changed  the 
eggs  around  a  little  bit  in  the  ma- 
ternity tree  nests.  You  can  imag- 
ine the  surprise  of  the  mothers  and 
the  indignation  of  the  father  birds 
when  the  eggs  hatch  and  each  fam- 
ily gets  children  that  do  not  belong 
to  them.  All  the  birds  leave  and 
Peterkin  tries  to  feed  the  young 
birds.  However,  it  is  too  much  of 
a  task  and  he  finally  calls  the  birds 
back  and  tacitly  admits  his  guilt, 
washing  diapers  far  into  the  night 
as  penance. 


is  gradually  being  increased  again 
in  numbers  under  supervision  of 
Government  experts.  We  are  taken 
to  the  turtle  farm  where  the  young 
Terrapin  are  raised  at  Beaufort, 
N.  C.  Then  we  see  them  distrN  >ted 
in  the  marshes  where  they  wilW^row 
to  the  size  that  some  day  will  bring 
large  returns  to  the  man  who  catches 
them.  Remainder  of  the  reel  shows 
us  different  scenes  from  the  island 
of  St.  John,  one  of  the  Virgin  Island 
group.  Short  will  undoubtedly  lure 
travelers  to  the  island  for  Winter 
vacations. 


"Stranger  Than  Fiction" 

(No.  70) 

Universal  9V4  mins. 

Interesting  Subject  Matter 

A  variety  of  unusual  occupations 
and  happenings  make  this  reel  in- 
teresting for  any  type  of  audience. 
Dominick  de  Gregorio,  a  Philadel- 
phia pants  presser,  shows  an  amaz- 
ing model  of  the  Delaware  River 
Bridge  he  made  of  Balsa  wood.  We 
see  a  wild  horse  round-up  on  a 
Nevada  ranch,  a  man  who  raises 
thousands  of  alligators  as  a  hobby, 
and  giant  oak  in  Louisiana  that  is 
35  feet  around  the  trunk  with  a 
spread  of  168  feet.  Also  a  new  in- 
vention for  tomato  pickers  that  is 
amusing  as  well  as  practical,  and 
finally  the  world's  champion  bubble 
blower. 


J. 


H.  Hoffberg  Decides  on 
Corporate  Name  Change 


Following  16  years  in  the  film 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  J. 
H.  Hoffberg  Co.,  Inc.,  the  name  wili 
be  changed  to  Hoffberg  Productions, 
Inc.,  it  was  announced  yesterday  by 
J.  H.  Hoffberg,  president.  Offices  of 
the  company  are  being  moved  to 
1600  Broadway  on  the  sixth  floor  af- 
ter the  first  of  the  year.  New 
quarters  are  considerably  larger  than 
offices  Hoffberg  now  has  in  729  Sev- 
enth Ave. 


"Snow  Follies" 

Universal  19  mjns. 

Novelty  Musical 

Using  a  Winter  lodge  as  a  back- 
ground, the  short  introduces  a  num- 
ber of  variety  acts.  Lilian  Roth 
sings  pleasingly  and  Bruce  Holden 
also  sings  a  number.  The  Morrell 
Sisters  and  Billy  give  a  roller  skat- 
ing demonstration.  The  King  Sis- 
ters do  a  song  number  in  rhythm 
and  Lola  Jensen  does  a  specialty 
dance.  Consolo  and  Melba,  ballroom 
dancers  and  Ann  Triolo,  accordion- 
ist, round  out  the  show. 


"Frances  Carroll  And  The 
Coquettes" 
(Melody  Master) 
Warners  10  mins. 

Snappy  Dance  Number 
The  attractive  Frances  Carroll  and 
her  all-girl  orchestra  play  several 
numbers  pleasingly  in  this  musical 
short,  using  a  bandstand  setting. 
Miss  Carroll  vocalizes  neatly,  and  in 
addition  to  a  specialty  by  the  ork's 
drummer  and  several  other  special- 
ties by  band  members,  there  is  a  tap 
dance  number  by  Eunice  Healy.  Roy 
Mack  directed. 


"Going  Places" 

(No.  70) 

Universal  9  mins. 

Interesting   Subject  Matter 

Reel  shows  us  how  the  Diamond 
Back  Terrapin  has  been  saved  from 
extinction   by   the    Government    and 


"Stranger   Than    Fiction" 

(No.  69) 

Universal  9  Mins. 

Neat  Oddities  Reel 

A  19-year-old  boy  who  is  seven 
feet  three  inches  tall  and  is  a  cadet 
at  a  military  college  opens  this  reel. 
Contents  are  unusual  and  interest- 
ing. One  of  the  most  unusual  oddi- 
ties seen  in  shorts  of  this  type  in 
some  time  is  the  bizarre  and  oddly 
constructed  home  of  Bouck  White, 
Harvard  graduate,  in  upstate  New 
York.  His  castle  is  a  patchwork  of 
masonry  without  any  rhyme  or  rea- 
son. Koroseal,  a  new  rubber-like 
substance  made  from  limestone, 
coke  and  salt  is  shown.  Material  is 
made  into  dresses  and  beach  wear, 
with  its  possibilities  unlimited.  A 
rooster  that  jumps  for  kernels  of 
corn  and  catches  them  in  his  mouth 
and  pumpkins  that  are  made  into 
weird  faces  by  molds  wind  up  the 
reel. 
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FLORIDA  ANTI-TRUST 
SUIT  IS  DISMISSED 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Jmount,  M-G-M,  Warner  Brothers, 
RKO  Radio,  Universal,  Columbia, 
United  Artists  and  20th  Century- 
Fox  The  suit  charged  conspiracy 
to  monopolize  distribution  and  show- 
ing of  new  films  in  the  Greater 
Miami  area. 

Action  was  dismissed  by  Federal 
Judge  John  W.  Holland,  at  the  plain- 
stiff's  request.  The  dismissal,  ob- 
tained with  prejudice  to  the  plain- 
tiffs, thereby  barring  further  litiga- 
tion, came  as  a  surprise  after  nearly 
a  year  of  controversy. 

Attorney  Henry  K.  Gibson,  coun- 
sel for  the  plaintiff,  said  the  dis- 
missal action  resulted  from  the  sale 
of  the  Surf  theater  and  the  leasing 
of  the  Cameo  theater  to  Wometco. 
"Everything,"  said  Gibson,  "has 
been  settled  amicably  and  to  every- 
one's   satisfaction." 

Gibson  intimated  that  Weingarten 
would  retire  from  the  exhibitor  field 
in  this  area,  and  added  that  Wometco 
would  assume  operation  of  the  Ca- 
meo at  midnight,  Dec.  31,  and  prob- 
ably would  reopen  the  Surf,  now 
dark,  sometime  later  in  the  season. 
Gibson,  however,  would  not  reveal 
the  sale  price  of  the  Surf  nor  the 
terms  of  the  Cameo  lease. 

The  suit  was  filed  Jan.  19,  last, 
and  was  scheduled  to  go  to  trial  in 
federal  court  here  early  next  month. 


Seven  House  Records  Set 
by  "Hunchback"  on  Monday 

{Continued  from  Page  1) 

yesterday.  New  all-time  marks  were 
set  up  at  Keith's,  Boston;  Hillstreet 
and  Pantages,  Los  Angeles;  Palace, 
Chicago;  Keith's,  Washington;  Or- 
pheum,  Kansas  City;  Park.  Reading, 
;  and  Senate,  Harrisburg. 

In  some  cases,  yesterday's  gross 
almost   equalled  those   of   Monday's. 

Bonuses   In  Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  City— Standard  Thea- 
ters Corp.  distributed  holiday 
bonus  checks  of  $10  each  to  all  em- 
ployees of  the  local  eight-theater 
circuit.  The  State  theater  also  dis- 
tributed bonuses. 


Enid,  Okla.  —  Employes  of  the 
Royal  theater  were  given  a  week's 
holidav  bonuses. 


Scoville  Convalescing 

Cleveland — James  E.  Scoville,  of 
the  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit 
is  in  the  convalescent  stage  fol- 
lowing the  flu. 


Announcement  was  made  yester- 
day of  the  marriage  of  Oliver  Unger, 
sales  manager  of  J.  H.  Hoffberg  Co., 
to  Miss  Virginia  Speed.  Ceremony 
took   place   at  the   week-end. 


reviews  of  new  rums 


"Last  Desire" 

with   Raimu,  Jacqueline  Delubac 
Transatlantic  Distributors,  Inc.  80  Mins. 

WEAK  STORY  MATERIAL  DEFEATS 
FINE  PERFORMANCES  BY  A  TALENTED 
CAST. 

Some  of  the  best  French  performers  of 
the  day  have  been  cast  in  this  new  import, 
but  the  story  material  is  weak,  repetitious 
and  not  particularly  appealing  in  theme. 
Miss  Delubac  and  Raimu  give  expert  charac- 
terizations and  the  rest  of  the  cast  is 
equally  impressive.  Director  Jeff  Musso  has 
given  the  picture  a  cetrain  degree  of  moody 
tragedy,  but  it  is  not  enough  to  make  it 
entertaining  as  a  whole.  Theme  of  the 
story  deals  with  the  love  of  Raimu,  a  I 
drunkard  and  aging  profligate,  for  Jacque- 
line,  a  young  girl  he  picks  up  on  the  streets 
and  shelters.  Film  ends  tragically  for  all 
concerned  with  some  moral  apparently 
being  in   the   minds  of   the   script   writers. 

CAST:  Raimu,  Jacqueline  Delubac,  Pierre 
Brasseur,  Tramel,  Alice  Tissot. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Lumen  Films; 
Director,  Jeff  Musso.  Presented  at  the  Bel- 
mont Theater  with  French  dialogue  and 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"Re  di  Danari" 

(King  of  Diamonds) 

with  Angelo  Musco,  Rosina  Anselmi 

Esperia  Films  84  Mins. 

HIGHLY  AMUSING  COMEDY,  ABLY 
CAST,  WILL  PLEASE  THE  ITALIAN  AUDI- 
ENCES. 

The  capable  and  amusing  Angelo  Musco 
has  a  field  day  in  this  new  Italian  import, 
with  the  film  itself  a  highly  amusing  comedy 
which  will  entertain  the  Italian  fans.  Film 
has  no  English  titles.  Musco  is  supported  by 
a  strong  cast  that  includes  Rosina  Anselmi, 
Mario  Pisu,  Vanna  Vanni  and  Maria  Denis. 
Musco  and  his  sister,  Miss  Anselmi,  are  the 
wealthiest  people  in  the  Sicilian  town  in 
which  they  live,  but  thorough  provincials  who 
have  never  been  to  Rome  or  any  other  big 
city.  Mario  Pisu,  their  nephew,  is  studying 
in  Rome.  The  film  really  gets  riotous  when 
Pisu  gets  in  a  jam  and  Musco  and  his  sis- 
ter have  to  go  to  Rome.  Everything  is 
neatly  worked  out  for  a  pleasing  ending. 

CAST:  Angelo  Musco,  Rosiju  Anselmi, 
Mario  Pisu,  Vanna  Vanni,  Maria  Denis, 
Ermanno  Roveri,  Nerio  Bernardi,  Albertina 
Bianchini,  Mario  Ferrari. 

CREDITS:  A  Capitani  Film  Production; 
Director,  Enrico  Guazzoni.  Presented  at  the 
Cinecitta  Theater  with  Italian  dialogue  and 
no  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


N.  Y.  CRITICS  SELECT 
"WUTHERING  HEIGHTS" 


'Tevya" 


with  Maurice  Schwartz,  Miriam  Riselle 
Edwin  A.  Relkin  100  Mins. 

SPLENDIDLY  PRODUCED  YIDDISH  FILM 
IS  FIRST  RATE  VEHICLE  FOR  MAURICE 
SCHWARTZ. 

The  brilliant  Maurice  Schwartz,  talented 
star  of  the  Yiddish  stage  for  many  years, 
makes  a  belated  but  auspicious  debut  in 
talking  pictures  with  this  film.  The  picture 
has  been  splendidly  produced  from  a  techni- 
cal standpoint  regarding  detail  of  authen- 
ticity and  characterizations,  and  the  entire 
cast  is  able.  Miriam  Riselle,  attractive  and 
promising  as  an  actress,  Rebecca  Wein- 
traub,  Paula  Lubelska,  Leon  Liebgold  and 
Vicki  Marcus  are  cast  in  strong  supporting 
roles.  Schwartz's  characterization  is  a  splen- 
did example  of  subtly  serious  comedy,  never  < 
overemphasizing  in  the  wrong  place. 
Schwartz  also  gets  credit  for  the  direction 
of  the  film,  with  Sholem  Aleichem  contrib- 
uting a  well  knit  screenplay.  Story  con- 
cerns the  love  of  Miriam,  Schwartz's  daugh- 
ter, for  a  Christian,  finally  returning  to  her 
family  when  everything  seems  darkest. 

CAST:  Maurice  Schwartz,  Miriam  Ri- 
selle, Paula  Lubelska,  Leon  Liebgold,  Vicki 
Marcus,  Perle  Marcus,  Julius  Adler,  David 
Makarenko,,  Helen  Grossman,  Morris  Strass- 
berg,  Louis  Weissberg,  Al  Harris,  Boez 
Young. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  Henry  Ziskin; 
Director,  Maurice  Schwartz.  Presented  at 
the  Continental  Theater  with  Yiddish  dia- 
logue and  English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


"The  Golden  Key" 

with  A.  Shagin,  S.  Martinson,  G.  Uvarov 
Amkino  70  Mins. 

PUPPET  FANTASY  IS  AMUSING,  BUT 
BELOW  STANDARDS  SET  BY  U.  S.  STU- 
DIOS. 

Departing  from  the  usual  theme  of  propa- 
ganda and  glorification  of  the  Soviet  in  all 
departments,  the  Russian  film  makers  have 
produced  a  puppet  picture  for  their  latest 
release  here.  Film  is  amusing  and  cleverly 
conceived,  but  not  up  to  the  fascinating 
realm  of  fantasy  produced  by  creators  here. 
Film  also  uses  a  number  of  live  actors  in 
important  roles,  combining  the  whole.  Prin- 
cipal character  among  the  puppets  is  Burra- 
tino,  not  unlike  Pinocchio  in  many  respects. 
The  picture  was  produced  from  a  story  by 
Alexei  Tolstoy. 

CAST:  A.  Shagin,  S.  Martinson,  G.  Uva-  J 
rov,  O.  S.  Obratsova,  T.  Adelheim,  R.  Khai-  j 
rova,  M.  Dagmarov. 

CREDITS:    Produced  by  Mosfilms;  Direc-  j 
tor,    Alexander    Ptushko.     Presented    at    the 
Cameo  Theater  with   Russian   dialogue  and 
English  titles. 

DIRECTION,  0.  K.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fair. 

Harry  Sherman,   Paramount 
Sign  New  Two-Year  Pact 

West    Coast    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Harry  Sherman  and 
Paramount  have  made  a  deal  where- 
by Sherman  will  continue  to  pro- 
duce the  "Hopalong  Cassidy"  series 
starring  William  Boyd  for  the  next 
two  years.  In  1940  he  will  make  six 
"Cassidy"  features,  two  Zane  Grey 
features  and  a  special. 

Boyd  will  receive  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  salary  and  will  be  per- 
mitted between  pictures  to  make 
personal  appearances  in  connection 
with  showing  in  de  luxe  theaters. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

required  before  "Wuthering  Heights" 
received  the  necessary  two-thirds 
majority  to  take   the  award. 

wRli?,ne^"Vp  were  "Gone  With  the 
Wind'  (Selznick-Metro)  and  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington"  (Colum- 
bia), it  was  disclosed.  Other  pic- 
tures nominated  were  "Goodbye  Mr 
Chips"  (Metro),  "Stagecoach"  (UA- 
Wanger),  "Ninotchka"  (Metro)  and 
Juarez"  (Warners),  it  was  further 
stated. 

Other  1939  honors  conferred  by 
the  Critics  organization  are: 

Best  performance  by  an  actor: 
James  Stewart  in  "Mr.  Smith". 

Best  performance  by  an  actress: 
Vivien   Leigh  in   GWTW. 

Best  direction:  John  Ford,  for 
"Stagecoach." 

Best  foreign  language  picture: 
"Harvest"  (French  Cinema  Center). 

Awards  will  be  formally  presented 
at  the  Critics'  annual  invitation  party 
Jan.  7  in  the  Rainbow  Room.  Mayor 
F.  H.  LaGuardia  will  be  emcee  for 
the  program  which  NBC  will  broad- 
cast Coast-to-Coast.  Broadcast  will 
originate  both  in  New  York  and 
Hollywood,  and  if  arrangements  can 
be  completed,  players  in  "Harvest" 
will  be  picked  up  by  short  wave  from 
Paris. 

Kate  Cameron  of  the  Daily  News 
is  chairman  of  the  Critics.  Others 
participating  in  the  balloting  were: 

Frank  S.  Nugent,  B.  R.  Crisler, 
Bosley  Crowther,  Times;  Wanda 
Hale,  Dorothy  Masters,  News;  How- 
ard Barnes,  R.  W.  Dana,  Herald- 
Tribune;  Bland  Johaneson,  Mirror; 
William  Boehnel.  World-Telegram; 
Rose  Pelswick.  Journal  and  Amer- 
ican; Archer  Winston,  Irene  Thirer, 
Post;  Leo  Mishkin.  Telegraph;  Her- 
bert Cohn,  Brooklyn  Eagle;  Edgar 
Price,  Brooklyn  Citizen;  David  Piatt, 
Daily    Worker. 


Norton  Wins  Rep.  Date  Drive 

Cleveland— Nat  L.  Lefton,  Repub- 
lic franchise  owner  imports  the  fol- 
lowing winners  of  the  Date  drive 
just  finished:  First  prize  $100,  Rudy 
Norton,  Cleveland  salesman;  second 
prize,  $50,  Jack  Lefton,  Cleveland 
salesman;  third  prize,  $50,  George 
Kirby,  Cincinnati  booker.  Begin- 
ning Jan.  1  and  continuing  for  16 
weeks,  Republic  will  hold  a  collec- 
tion drive,  -with  $500  in  prizes  to  be 
awarded. 


RCA  Engineer  In  Air  Races 

Richmond,  Va. — Bill  Attmore,  the 
flying  RCA  engineer,  has  entered  the 
Miami  Air  Races.  While  away,  he 
will  be  relieved  by  "Slim"  Petarseck, 
of  Baltimore. 


WB  Closing  Lake  Theater 

Cleveland— Warners  confirms  that 
the  Lake  Theater,  which  re-opened 
the  middle  of  October  with  a  first- 
run  double  feature  policy,  will  fold 
again   Jan.   4. 


12 


Thursday,  December  28,  1939 


STIPULATION  REPORTS 
UNFOUNDED-ARNOLD 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

filed   until   the   Equity   suit  trial   is 
concluded. 

On  the  consent  decree  report,  it 
was  stated  that  while  there  have 
been  rumors  to  that  effect  for  some 
time,  the  Department  has  no  plans 
in  such  a  direction  and  as  matters 
stand  now,  the  case  will  go  forward 
as  originally  filed.  Legal  observers 
here  pointed  out  that  a  new  consent 
decree  in  the  case  would  be  some- 
what of  an  anachronism  since  the 
contempt  action  is  based  on  alleged 
violation  of  the  1930  consent  decree. 
If  the  reported  move  actually  trans- 
pired, it  would  in  effect  be  a  consent 
decree  on  a  consent  decree. 

Arnold  said  bluntly  he  has  not 
signed  any  stipulation  calling  for 
deferment  of  prosecution  of  other 
trust  actions  pending  trial  of  the 
N.  Y.  Equity  suit  and  all  cases  will 
proceed  as  planned.  Other  justice 
officials  have  previously  said  that  I 
they  are  ready  to  try  any  of  the 
cases  that  come  up  in  the  regular 
course  and  have  no  preference  on 
which  to  try  first. 

Arnold  likewise  denied  that  other  j 
trust  actions  will  not  be  filed  until  I 
the  N.  Y.  suit  is  concluded,  stating 
that  if  and  when  the  situation  war- 
rants, new  cases  will  be  filed  with- 
out regard  to  other  suits. 

The  department  is  making  no 
reservations  on  other  activities  due 
to  the  N.  Y.  suit  and  will  proceed 
with  regular  activities,  Arnold  said. 


Credit  Films  For  Library  Circulation  Jump 

Chicago — A  jump  of  600,000  in  the  circulation  of  books  in  local  libraries  is 
credited  to  films,  in  the  annual  report  of  Librarian  Carl  Rode.  Pictures  based  on  books 
brought  a  heavy  demand  for  copies,  and,  in  addition,  libraries  co-operated  with  film 
companies    in    display    material. 


BROADWAY'S  GROSSES 
STAY  ABOVE  NORMAL 


Central  American  Building 
to  Spur  Equipment  Orders 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

there,  H.  B.  Allinsmith,  general 
manager  of  the  Western  Electric  Co. 
of  Cuba,  stated  when  he  returned  to 
New  York  from  a  month's  tour  of 
the  company's  Caribbean  territory. 

Although  the  European  war  has 
temporarily  postponed  expansion 
plans  in  British  dependencies,  the  in- 
crease in  American  garrisons  has 
boosted  business  at  Puerto  Rico  and 
Panama,  while  the  Latin-American 
republics  are  forging  ahead  with 
building  plans  unprecedented  in  re- 
cent years.  Two  thousand  and  3,000- 
seat  houses  are  going  up  in  Caracas 
and  Baranquilla,  while  reports  from 
Bogota  show  that  the  largest  South 
American  theater  is  rising  there. 

Allinsmith's  itinerary,  made  by 
plane,  included  stops  at  the  principal 
cities  of  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Trinidad, 
Venezuela,  Colombia,  Panama  and 
Jamaica. 


Tri-States'  Three  Omaha 

Theaters  Revise  Policies 


Permanent  Injunction  Against 
NickTaken  Under  Advisement 


St.  Louis — Judge  Oakley  yester- 
day took  under  advisement  the  writ 
for  a  permanent  injunction  asking 
removal  of  John  P.  Nick,  IA  in- 
ternational vice-prexy,  and  Clyde  A. 
Weston,  former  business  manager  of 
Local  143,  operators'  union,  from 
control   of  that  organization. 

Munro  Roberts,  attorney  for  the 
defense,  when  the  Court  resumed  the 
hearing  yesterday  informed  Judge 
Oakley  that  the  defense  would  enter 
no  further  testimony.  After  resting 
his  case,  Roberts  gave  an  oral  re- 
view  of  the  evidence  in  lieu  of  a 
written    brief. 

Robert  A.  Roessel,  attorney  for 
the  anti-Nick  faction  in  the  union, 
also  rested  his  case  but  will  submit 
a  brief  covering  various  legal  points 
within  the  next  several  days. 


Omaha — Tri-States  Theater  Corp. 
has  completely  revised  operating 
policy  of  circuit's  three  local  houses, 
Orpheum,  Paramount  and  Omaha. 

Paramount,  3,000-seater,  will  get 
"best  pictures"  for  a  week,  which  in 
turn  will  be  moved  to  the  Omaha  for 
a  second  week.  Omaha,  2,000-seat- 
er,  will  also  get  weak  product  and 
"sluff"  pictures. 

;  Orpheum  will  get  average  product, 
plus  stage  shows  about  two  weeks 
out  of  every  month.  Price  tilts  to 
55-cent  top  of  stage-screen  bill. 
Orpheum  is  also  a  3,000-seat  house. 

Paramount  was  recently  opened  on 
;  a  flesh  policy  after  being  shuttered 
most  of  the   time  for  the   past  five 
years. 


Modern  Promotes  Dobie 

Effective  Jan.  1,  Duncan  A.  Dobie 
becomes  Eastern  advertising  mana- 
ger of  the  Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Inc., 
publishers  of  Modern  Magazines 
(Modern  Screen,  Screen  Romances, 
Modern  Romances).  Dobie  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Eastern  sales  staff 
of  Dell  for  the  past  eight  years  and 
was  formerly  president  and  publish- 
er of  Motion  Picture  Publications, 
Inc. 


Mass.  Legislative  Session 
Next  Year  Up  to  Governor 

Boston — Whether  or  not  Massa- 
chusetts will  call  an  extraordinary 
legislative  session  in  1940  remains 
a  matter  of  conjecture.  The  Bay 
State  voted  last  year  to  hold  bien- 
nial sessions  of  the  General  Court. 
Next  month  will  probably  be  the 
first  January  in  over  a  century  when 
the  local  legislature  has  not  con- 
vened. Governor  Saltonstall,  how- 
ever, may  call  a  special  session  at 
any  time. 

The  halving  of  legislative  sittings, 
many  in  the  industry  believe,  may  do 
much  to  minimize  crackpot  film  bills. 

Film  matters,  now  under  consid- 
eration by  special  recess  commis- 
sions, include  tax  proposals  and  so- 
called  safety  and  labor  measures. 


Universal  Pits  East  Against 
West  in  Sales-Billing  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

eral  sales  manager,  who  is  start- 
ing his  third  year  with  Universal. 
The  contest  will  run  to,  and  includ- 
ing, May  4,  with  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy 
heading  the  Eastern  division  and 
W.  J.  Heineman  piloting  the  West- 
ern forces. 

Groundwork  for  the  campaign  was 
laid  at  the  recent  meeting  of  district 
managers  held  in  New  York. 

Scully  came  to  Universal  on  Jan. 
1,  1938,  after  20  years  in  M-G-M's 
sales  department,  leaving  his  post 
as  Eastern  division  manager  to  ac- 
cept the  Universal  sales  managerial 
position. 

NBR  Discloses  39  Choices 
of  Merit  Pix  and  Players 

National  Board  of  Review's  Com- 
mittee on  Exceptional  Photoplays  an- 
nounces, according'  to  choices  based 
on  artistic  merit  and  importance, 
and  considering  together  English  and 
U.  S.  pix  as  English-language  films, 
the  following  selections  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  considered  to  have  ended 
Dec.  15,  last: 

Best  English-language  film,  "Con- 
fessions of  a  Nazi  Spy";  Best  For- 
eign-language  film,  "Port  of  Sha- 
dows"; Best  film  of  the  year  from 
any  country,  "Confessions  of  a  Nazi 
Spy." 

Ten  best  English-language  film, 
in  order  of  preference, —  (1)  "Confes- 
sions of  a  Nazi  Spy";  (2)  "Wuther- 
ing  Heights";  (3)  "Stagecoach";  (4) 
"Ninotchka";  (5)  "Young  Mr.  Lin- 
coln"; (6)  "Crisis";  (7)  "Goodbye, 
Mr.  Chips";  (8)  "Mr.  Smith  Goes  to 
Washington";  (9)  "The  Roaring 
Twenties";    (10)    "U-Boat  29." 

Five  Foreign-language  films  were 
selected  as  follows:  (1)  "Port  of 
Shadows";  (2)  "Harvest";  (3) 
"Alexander  Nevsky";  (4)  "The  End 
of  a  Day";  and   (5)   "Robert  Koch." 

Chosen  on  the  basis  of  popular 
appeal,  in  order  of  preference  were: 
(1)  "Goodbye,  Mr.  Chips";  (2)  "Mr. 
Smith  Goes  to  Washington";  (3) 
"Ninotchka";  (4)  "Pygmalion";  (5) 
"The  Old  Maid";  (6)  "Wuthering 
Heights";  (7)  "Dark  Victory";  (8) 
"Juarez";  (9)  "The  Wizard  of  Oz" 
and,  (10)  "Love  Affair." 

Salmon,  Mayo  Patient 

Denver — Nathan  Salmon,  theater 
operator  of  Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  and 
one  of  the  partners  of  Gibraltar  En- 
terprises (theaters),  is  at  the  Mayo 
Clinic,  Rochester,  Minn. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

last  night  that  biz  attracted  with 
M-G-M's  "Balalaika"  and  the  Christ- 
mas Week  stage  show  coy^'nued 
"marvelous."  (™, 

At  mid-afternoon,  "Gulliver's 
Travels"  at  the  Paramount  had 
played,  it  was  announced  by  the 
house's  management,  to  15,255  per- 
sons, the  picture  thus  topping  its 
record  of  Tuesday  at  the  same  hour 
by  about  1,500  admissions'. 

The  Capitol  and  Astor,  both  play- 
ing "Gone  With  the  Wind,"  were  full 
capacity,  while  the  Roxy,  playing 
"Everything  Happens  at  Night," 
and  the  Rivoli,  with  "The  Light  That 
Failed,"  clocked  strong  "takes,"  as 
did  the  Strand's  "Four  Wives"  and 
stage  show  headed  by  Abe  Lyman's 
orchestra. 

Other  houses  in  the  Great  White 
Way  area  also  showed  abnormal 
grosses. 


RKO  Gold  Notes  Extension 
is  Authorized  by  Bondy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tend  secured  gold  notes  of  RKO  now 
reduced  to  $50,000  to  April  1,  1940. 
In  an  accompanying  order,  Judge 
Bondy  allowed  claims  of  Joseph  J. 
Cavanaugh,  as  receiver,  in  the  sum 
of  $45,000;  Laura  F.  Albee  for  $21,- 
000;  The  United  States  National 
Bank  of  Denver  for  $37,552;  The 
American  Co.  for  $3,558;  and  the 
estate  of  Cora  E.  Gregg  for  $204. 
Under  the  order  these  claims  are 
placed  in  the  general  unsecured  list 
with  the  right  to  take  stock  in  pay- 
ment. 


Film  Industry  to  Have 

Exhibit  at  Frisco  Fair 


B.  Plocinsky  Dead 

Chicago— B.  Plocinsky  74,  father 
of  Abe  and  Nat  Piatt,  B  &  K  district 
manager  died  recently.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  a  daughter,  and 
the  two   sons. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

will  include  a  comprehensive  film 
industry  exhibit,  to  be  housed  in 
one  of  the  exposition  buildings,  ac- 
cording to  George  Smith,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Fair  in  '40  Committee. 


Alliance  To  Test  Books 

In  Three  Circuit  Spots 

Chicago — The  Alliance  circuit  is 
introducing  Book  Night  in  three 
houses  for  a  15-week  tryout,  start- 
ing in  January.  The  State  Theater, 
Anderson,  the  Roxy  at  Logansport 
and  the  Orpheum  Theater,  recently 
taken  over  in  Terre  Haute,  will  be 
the  testing  points. 

Pol  la  k  Rites  In  Newark 


Newark,  N.  J. — Funeral  services 
were  held  here  for  Samuel  Pollak, 
59,  pioneer  Jersey  and  New  York 
exhib.  Pollak  before  his  retirement 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brat- 
ter  &  Pollak,  operators  of  theater 
chains  in  North  Jersey  and  New- 
York. 
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Nebraska's  Anti-Ascap  Law  Doomed  by  Federal  Court 

EDINGtWNAMED  rkhexecutive  producer 

Hays  Cites  Progress  in  Film-Education  Partnership 


MPPDA    Prexy    Says    Pix    in 

Human  Relations  Series 

Virtually  Complete 

Envisioning  the  film  industry  as 
"indeed  a  great  partnership,"  Will 
H.  Hays,  MPPDA  prexy,  speaking 
on  "1939  in  Motion  Pictures"  over 
the  CBS  network  last  night  declared 
that  the  year  had  brought  "marked 
progress  in  the  partnership  of  mo- 
tion  pictures  with  education." 

Co-operation  of  the  National  Edu- 
cation Association  and  the  "great 
Foundations  interested  in  education" 
with  the  industry  "has  been  well  jus- 
tified by  the  enthusiastic  reception" 
accorded  films  made  available  by 
the  industry,  Hays  declared. 

He  stated  that  the  75  films  in  the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

•  Happy  New  Year!* 

TREMENDOUS  GROSSES 
RULING  ON  BROADWAY 

Another  day  of  tremendous  gros- 
ses was  enjoyed  yesterday  by  Broad- 
way film  theaters  as  the  avalanche 
of  attendance  continued  without 
sign  of  diminishing. 

What  was  probably  the  largest 
line  of  film  patrons  in  Broadway 
history  extended  for  blocks  yester- 
day   to    gain    the    Capitol    to    see 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

•  Happy  New  Year!  * 

Henry  Henigson,  Globe  V.-P.; 
"The  Bat"  Roosevelt's  First 

West    Coast    Bureau   of    THE    FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  President  James 
Roosevelt  of  Globe  Productions,  Inc., 
yesterday    announced    the    appoint- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 

•  Happy  New  Year!  • 

150  More  Men  Requested 
for  Trust  Suit  Prosecution 

Washington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington— More  than  $3,000,000 
for  increased  anti-trust  prosecution 
will  be  asked  by  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment in  the  new  budget,   Attorney 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


News  Highlights  of  1 939 


i 

THE  WAR,  curtailing  foreign  revenues,  presents  the  U.  S.  film  industry  with  its 
No.  One  problem.  Great  Britain  continues  the  Films  Act  in  effect,  "freezes"  50  per  cent 
of  American  remittances.  War-time  taxation  and  exchange  restrictions  plague  dis- 
tributors. 

II 

TRADE  REFORMS,  evolved  through  long  distributor-exhibitor  consultation  and 
negotiation,  are  doomed  by  Department  of  Justice  warning  on  August  17  that  the 
proposed  Code  is  an  invitation  to  further  Government  litigation.  Warners  and  Metro 
subsequently  embody  Code  essentials  in  their  own  sales  policies. 

Ill 
ON  THE   LEGISLATIVE   FRONT,   the   U.   S.   Senate   again    passes   the   controversial 
Neely  measure  by  a  46-28  vote  on  July   17,   sending  it  to  the   House.     North   Dakota, 
in  late  February,  repeals  the  state's  pioneer  theater  divorcement  statute,   already  chal- 
lenged in  the  courts. 

IV 
ANTI-TRUST  litigation  continues  to  hold  the  spotlight,  with  both  the  Government 
and  independent  exhibitors  as  plaintiffs.     The  Department  of  Justice  in  a  new  line   of 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


AL  STEFFES  FAVORS     U.  S.  SUPPORT  SEEN 
ARBITRATION  SETUP     IN  GREENWICH  CASE 


Placed    in   Charge   of   RKO's 

Class  A  Productions 

by  Schaefer 

Appointment  of  Harry  Edington 
as  executive  producer  of  RKO  Radio 
was  announced  yesterday  by  Presi- 
dent George 
J.  S  c  h  aef er, 
thus  ending 
wide  specula- 
tion as  to  the 
successor  to 
Pandro  S. 
Berman.  In 
his  new  capa- 
city, Eding- 
ton, whose 
Famous  Pro- 
ductions, Inc., 
produced 
"Green  Hell" 
for  Univers- 
al, will  be  re- 
sponsible for,  and  will  be  in  charge 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


HARRY    EDINGTON 


-k  Happy  New  Year!  -k 


That  Al  Steffes,  Northwest  Allied 
leader,  is  in  favor  of  arbitration  in 
the  Minneapolis  territory  is  indi- 
cated in  letters  received  by  the  sales 
managers   of   the   major   companies. 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Thurman  Arnold,  assistant  Attor- 
ney General,  is  reported  to  have 
promised  his  support  in  enabling 
the    Pickwick    Theater,    Greenwich, 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


U.  S.  Court  Finds  Neb.  Anti-Ascap  Law 
Inoperative/  Orders  Permanent  Writ 


"Shun  Radio,  Set  Example," 
Wood  Urges  Shirley  Temple 

Columbus — With  the  text,  "And 
a  little  child  shall  lead  them,"  Pete 
J.  Wood,  ITO  of  Ohio  secretary,  has 
addressed  an  open  letter  to  Shirley 
Temple  in  which  he  couples  "a  bou- 
quet of  posies"  for  her  recent  initial 
radio   appearance   for   charity   with 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Lincoln  —  Nebraska's  anti-Ascap 
law,  authored  by  Sen.  Frank  Brady, 
Atkinson  rancher,  and  signed  as  an 
emergency  measure  by  Governor 
Cochran  in  the  1937  session,  was 
declared  inoperative  in  a  sweeping 
three- judge  decision  in  Federal  Court 
yesterday.  A  permanent  injunction 
against  enforcement,  asked  by  Ascap 
attorneys,  was  granted. 

View  was  quickly  expressed  that 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


NEELY  PASSAGE  WOES 
OUTLINED  BY  BRANDT 


Speaking  at  Ampa's  luncheon 
meeting  yesterday,  Harry  Brandt, 
president  of  ITOA  and  the  Brandt 
Theaters  circuit,  assailed  the  Neely 
bill  as  "legislation  without  a  single 
constructive  asset"  and  prophesied 
passage  would  result  in  such  a  short- 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 
ir  Happy  New  Year!  ie 

UA  Circuit  Deals  in  East 
Closed;  Plan  Sales  Drives 

Every  circuit  in  the  Eastern  divi- 
sion has  closed  a  product  deal  with 
UA,  it  was  announced  yesterday  by 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 
■k  Happy  New  Year!  -fr 

RKO  Trustee  Gets  Extension 
On  Co.'s  Contracts,  Leases 

Federal  Judge  William  Bondy  yes- 
terday extended  the  time  of  the  Irv- 
ing Trust  Co.,  as  trustee  of  RKO,  to 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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ir  Happy  New  Year!  ir 

Blodgett  on  Altec  Board 

Election  of  T.  H.  Blodgett,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Chicle  Co.,  to 
the  board  of  Altec  Service  Corp.  is 
announced.  He  replaces  the  late  B. 
L.  Allen. 


Harry  Brandt  Outlines  Neely 
Bill  Passage  Woes  to  Ampa 

. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

age  of  quality  product  that  an  im- 
mediate consequence  would  be  the 
curtailment  of  exhibition  time,  to  a 
point  where  houses  would  only  be 
operating  a  portion  of  each  week. 
Further,  Brandt  declared  that  such 
a  law  would  eventually  put  theater 
owners  out  of  business. 

Brandt  said  that  passage  by  the 
House  of  the  bill  would  sound  the 
death  knell  of  big  productions,  be- 
cause there  wouldn't  be  a  producer 
in  Hollywood  who  would  take  a 
chance  en  high  budget  features  un- 
der conditions  which  the  measure 
would  impose.  Nor,  he  added,  could 
financial  sources  be  induced  to  sup- 
port the  making  of  large  productions, 
and  therefore  the  industry  at  large 
can  look  for  a  "drying-up"  of  in- 
vestment springs. 

On  the  score  of  the  indie  pro- 
ducer, Brandt  asserted  that  at  pres- 
ent any  such  producer,  if  his  picture 
has  merit,  can  arrange  efficient  and 
profitable  distribution,  but  opportu- 
nity will  vanish  with  Neely  enact- 
ment. 

He  also  said  that  his  circuit  op- 
erated of  relatively  recent  date  at 
a  loss  of  some  $300,000,  and  that 
this  was  not  a  happy  situation,  but 
would  be  a  worse  one  should  the 
Neely  bill  become  law. 

it  Happy  New  Year!  ir 

Broadcast  of  Film  Critics 
Award  Program  Goes  to  CBS 

National  Broadcasting  Co.  execs, 
yesterday  banned  the  appearance  of 
Mayor  La  Guardia  on  the  New  York 
film  critics'  program  on  Jan.  7 
broadcasting  their  annual  film 
awards,  and  the  program  was  offered 
to  CBS  which  is  entirely  agreeable 
to  the  Mayor's  appearance. 

David  Sarnoff  later  countermanded 
the  NBC  execs.'  ban  of  the  Mayor's 
appearance,  but  the  film  critics  will 
stick  to  the  CBS  broadcast,  it  was 
stated  last  night. 

•k  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Basson  Re-Named  306  Prexy; 
Kaplan  Gets  Exec.  Board  Post 

Joseph  D.  Basson  was  re-elected 
president  of  Local  306,  operators 
union,  for  a  two-year  term  at  the 
Local's  election  held  this  week.  Sam 
Kaplan,  former  president,  was  elect- 
ed to  the  executive  board,  with 
enough  of  his  followers  also  elected 
to  posts  in  the  union  to  again  make 
him  a  factor  in  its  affairs. 
if  Happy  New  Year!  ir 

Momand  Defense  Motions 
Will  be  Heard  on  Jan.  12 


wj:i*ih:i=mm 

FILM  LIBRARY 
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STOCK  SHOTS 

of  Every  Possible  Description 
Conveniently  Catalogued 

■ 

719  SEVENTH  AVE.  N.Y.C. 

BRYANT  9-5600 

■ 

"Shun  Radio,  Set  Example," 
Wood  Urges  Shirley  Temple 



(Continued  from  Page  1) 

"regret"  that  it  was  not  advertised 
as  "for  the  first  and  last  time." 

Wood  advises  Shirley  "your  forte 
is  the  screen  and  not  the  air,"  and 
says,  "perhaps  if  you  will  lead  the 
way  and  refuse  to  lend  your  talents 
to  the  motion  picture  theaters' 
greatest  competitor — the  radio — 
other  screen  stars  will  do  likewise." 

Wood  points  out  that  on  the  same 
day  theaters  were  playing  pictures 
in  which  she  appeared  ads  were 
published  in  newspapers  urging  mo- 
viegoers to  stay  at  home  to  listen 
to  the  radio  program.  "It  would 
seem  that,  in  this  business,  leader- 
ship is  measured  by  the  amount  of 
the  weekly  pay  check  instead  of  in- 
telligence," Wood  writes  Shirley. 
if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

150  More  Men  Requested 
for  Trust  Suit  Prosecution 


Oklahoma  City — Federal  Judge  A. 
P.  Murrah  has  assigned  hearing  on 
motions  of  defendants  in  the  A.  B. 
Momand  $4,500,000  anti-trust  case 
for  Jan.  12,  at  9:30  a.m.  The  mo- 
tions ask  dismissal  and  have  been 
filed  by  all  of  the  defendant  pro- 
ducers, distributors  and  the  Griffith 
Amusement  Co. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

General  Frank  Murphy  revealed 
yesterday.  The  increased  amount 
for  trust-busting  will  be  used  chiefly 
in  added  manpower  for  investiga- 
tory purposes.  Murphy  will  pro- 
pose that  the  anti-trust  division  be 
increased  by  150  men. 

The  Department  was  given  ap- 
proximately $50,000,000  for  the  last 
fiscal  year. 

if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Forced  Sale  of  Theater 

Claimed  in  Trust  Suit 


Major  company  home  offices  have 
received  copies  of  an  anti-trust  com- 
plaint filed  by  W.  H.  Odom  of  Mil- 
ledgeville,  Ga.,  charging  conspiracy 
in  preventing  him  from  obtaining 
"first  class"  pictures  for  his  Mil- 
ledgeville    theater. 

Odom  contends  that  10  days  after 
he  opened  his  theater  in  1933,  the 
alleged  conspiracy  went  into  effect 
and  that  he  was  forced  to  sell  his 
house  to  Roy  Martin,  who  also  was 
named  in  the  suit.  Value  of  the 
theater  and  fixtures,  Odom  asserts, 
was  $12,500  but  he  had  to  sell  it  to 
Martin  for  $7,500,  claiming  to  have 
taken  a  loss  of  $5,000. 

Odom  is  asking  $15,000  represent- 
ing triple  damages.  Suit  was  filed 
in  Federal  Court  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Georgia  in  Atlanta. 


cominc  am  Gome 


GEORCE  J.  SCHAEFER,  RKO  prexy,  left  New 
York  last  night  for  a  week's  stay  in  Florida. 

WOLFE  COHEN,  Canadian  district  manager 
for  Warners,  is  in  New  York  for  a  few  days 
to   huddle   with    home  office   execs. 

EDWARD  H.  GRIFFITH  is  in  Richmond,  Va. 
to  look  over  locations  for  his  next  produc- 
tion. L% 

CENE  AUTRY  leaves  Hollywood  Tuesday  .Jt  an 
extended    p. a.    tour. 

JANE  WITHERS  leaves  the  same  day  to  also 
make   p.a.'s. 

STANLEY  RIDCES  is  in   Hollywood. 

ELMER    SICHEL,    20th    Century-Fox    assistant 
booker    at   Albany,    leaves   tomorrow   with    MRS. 
SICHEL    for    Miami    Beach,    for   a    fortnight. 
if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Henry  Henigson,  Globe  V.-P.; 
"The  Bat"  Roosevelt's  First 


f! 


11 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ment  of  Henry  Henigson  as  vice- 
president  and  associate  producer  of 
Globe.  John  LeRoy  Johnson,  pub- 
licity director  for  Walter  Wanger, 
will  also  serve  as  Globe's  publicity 
director. 

"The  Bat,"  Roosevelt  stated,  would 
be  his  initial  production,  going  be- 
fore the  cameras  about  April  1. 
if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Ask  Loew  Suit  Dismissal 

Application  was  filed  yesterday  in 
the  New  York  Supreme  Court,  re- 
turnable Jan.  9,  to  dismiss  the  stock- 
holders suit  of  Norman  Wolf  and 
Mannes  Fuld  against  Loew's,  Inc., 
Erpi,  AT&T,  and  a  number  of 
other  defendants.  The  grounds  of 
dismissal  are  that  the  complaint 
fails  to  state  a  cause  of  action. 

if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Shift  Goldwyn-UA  Suit 

Suit  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  Inc., 
against  United  Artists  Corp.  for 
$54,559  and  interest,  as  a  sum  al- 
legedly due  on  producer's  contracts 
under  the  Silverstone  plan,  was 
transferred  yesterday  from  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  the  Federal  Court 
on  order  of  New  York  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Aron  Steuer. 
ir  Happy  New  Year!  ir 

Para.  Names  Sullivan 

Eddie  Sullivan  was  appointed  suc- 
cessor to  the  late  Lew  Nathan  as 
Paramount's  official  h.  o.  photog.  He 
has  been  with  Para,  for  13  years. 


Wanted 


35  mm.  motion  picture  scenes  of  small  Austrian  village 
showing  village  square,  streets,  etc.,  native  dress,  horse  and 
ox-drawn  vehicles,  bicycles,  no  automobiles  or  modernization. 

RUBY  FILM  CO.,  729  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


■■ 


=sJ  Friday,  December  29,  1939 


i;  FEDERAL  COURT  DOOMS 
-NEB.  ANTI-ASCAP  LAW 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

i  the  decision  definitely  establishes  a 
precedent  and  undoubtedly  will  have 

|  a  bearing  on  similar  actions  pend- 
ing /S  the  states  of  Florida,  Mon- 
tana —-fid  Washington  before  Federal 
statutory  courts.  Decision  is  the  first 
permanent  injunction  granted  Ascap 
in  any  state,  except  Tennessee  where 
the  Ascap  viewpoint  was  conceded 
by   the   State. 

The  opinion  states:  "we  conclude 
that  permanent  injunction  restrain- 
ing enforcement  of  this  statute 
should  be  granted.  Counsel  for 
plaintiffs  may  prepare  findings  of 
fact  and  conclusions  of  law  together 
with  form  of  decrees  in  accordance 
with  this  opinion.  Where  the  con- 
nection between  invalid  parts  and 
the  other  parts  is  such  to  warrant 
the  belief  the  legislature  would  not 
have  passed  the  act  without  the  in- 
valid parts,  the  whole  act  must  be 
held  inoperative." 

Nebraska  theaters  paid  $12,000  to 
Ascap   in    1938. 

it  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Steffes  Favors  Arbitration 
Setup  on  Clearance  Problems 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Steffes'  letter  is  reported  to  deal 
specifically  with  arbitration  of  clear- 
ance in  the  hope  that  the  clearance 
situation  in  his  area  can  be  rectified. 

Protesting  against  alleged  unfair 
protection  over  the  independents, 
Steffes  is  said  to  have  asked  the  co- 
operation of  the  major  companies  in 
setting  up  a  board  to  ease  present 
clearance  restrictions.  The  clear- 
ance board,  it  is  understood,  would 
be  composed  only  of  exhibitors. 

Sales  heads  yesterday  said  they 
had  not  had  time  to  study  Steffes' 
proposals. 

•k  Happy  New  Year!  if 

UA  Circuit  Deals  in  East 
Closed;  Plan  Sales  Drives 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Vice-President  Harry  Gold  at  a  year- 
end  meeting  of  Eastern  district 
managers.  Gold  also  announced  a 
number  of  district  sales  drives  in 
each  territory  starting  Jan.  2. 

The  district  campaigns  will  be  held 
in  honor  of  the  UA  district  chief  in 
charge  and  will  culminate  in  one 
complete  Eastern  division  drive,  in 
which  each  district  will  compete 
with  the  others  for  the  grand  award. 

Attending  the  session  yesterday 
were  Charles  Stern,  Eastern  district 
manager;  Bert  M.  Stearn,  Central 
district  manager;  David  Prince, 
Southern  district  manager;  Haskell 
Masters,  Canadian  sales  chief; 
Arthur  Silverstone,  assistant  East- 
era  general  sales  head,  and  Phil  Dow. 

Screenings  of  "Raffles,"  "Of  Mice 
and  Men"  and  "Slightly  Honorable" 
were  held. 


<?i{< 


DAILY 


WITH  PtilL  M.  DALY; 


▼  T  T 

SLAP-HAPPY  HAPPENINGS  OF  '39 

(Presenting  Some  of  the  Oddities  of  the  Dying  Year) 

•  •  •  UP  in  Oneonta.  N.  Y„  Blanche  Beebe  startled  Theater  Man- 
ager Harry  Rose When  called  to  the  stage  to  receive  a  cash  give- 
away award,  she  declined  it "I  came  here  just  to  see  the  show/' 

said  Blanche A  second  iemme  patron  who  ielt  otherwise  about  it 

got  the  $187.50.  .  .  •  Out  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  contest  oiiicials  in  the  Sun- 
day Journal  and  Star-theaters  Ten  Best  poll were  presented  with  a 

problem Top  prize  in  contest  was  a  free  trip  to  Hollywood,  all  ex- 
penses paid A  swell  list  came  from  H.  L.  Fitzsimmons,  whose  num- 
ber was   12,254  in  the  Nebraska  penitentiary He  couldn't  go!.   .   . 

•  From    a    marquee    of    a    Newark    nabe: "Coming    Tomorrow — 

'When   Tomorrow   Comes' "...      •   Lyric   in   Harrison,    Ark.,    held   "Rat 

Tail  Day" to  impress  on  kiddies  that  rats  carry  disease Two 

rat  tails  admitted  each  child  free Last  year  the  house  held  "House- 
fly Matinee".  .  .      •   When  Loew's  in  Harrisburg  played  the  Louis-Pastor 

fight   pix house   attracted   fans    who   thought   it    was    a   revival    of 

"The  Life  of  Louis  Pasteur" 

T  T  T 

•  •     •     A    Richmond,    Va.,   theater   was   playing   "Hotel   for 

Women" A   femme   walked  in  and  asked  the  manager  the 

price  of  rooms and  whether  her  husband  could  spend  the 

night  with  her.  .  .  •  In  St.  Louis,  fire  damaged  the  Star  Theater 
located  next  door  to  Engine  House  No.  10 The  attrac- 
tion: "Too  Hot  to  Handle".  .  .  •  And  the  Dodge  Theater,  Dodge, 
Neb.,  was  struck  by  lightning  and  burned  before  anyone  knew 

about  the  fire Theater  was  operated  by  the  town's  volunteer 

firemen.  .   .     #  A   theater   manager  in  Denver  was  fined  $1,400 

and  sentenced  to  120  days  in  the  jug 'cause  he  showed  the 

pix,  "Birth  of  a  Nation".  .  .     •  In  Springfield,  Mass.,  somebody 

reached  through  the  b.o.   window   and  stole the  telephone! 

...     •  Alfred  J.   Frankenstein  and  the   Missus   applied  to  the 

Courts  in  Dallas  for  a  change  in  name on  grounds  that  ever 

since  Universal  made  "Frankenstein"  they  were  targets  for  wise- 
cracks  

T  T  T 

•  •      •     LEO  MARY  opened  a  new  pix  house  in  Caroncrow,  La 

which  solved  the  standee  problem Seating  capacity,   500;   town's 

population,  450.  .  .  •  The  Pantages  in  Minneapolis  held  "Job  Night," 
giving  winner  a  job  at  $90  for  30  days  work.  .  .  •  A  guy  named 
Melvin  Turner  hurled  rocks  through  b.o.  windows   of  M.  Robbin's  Echo 

Theater,   Detroit Culprit   told    cops    he    "just   wanted    to    hear    the 

Echo".  .  .     •  Last  June  when  Hitler  was  running  amuck a  Swiss 

trade  paper  editor  wrote  FILM  DAILY  requesting  a  correction  in  address: 

"Please  will  you  change  our  address  to  Switzerland  instead  of 

Germany,  as  Zurich  is  situated  up  to  now  in  Switzerland".  .  .  •  Earl 
(Detroit  ad  man)  Hudson  got  the  he-haw  by  innocently  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing ad  line  in  newspapers  for  the  Michigan  Theater: "All  New 

— Two  Years  To  Produce 'Tarzan  Finds  a  Son'  " 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THE    Stanley    Theater    in    Times    Sq.    went    poetic 

(Kipling  Influence) The  barker,  in  British  Colonial  military 

uniform,  shyly  exorted  passersby: "Come  right  up,  and  step 

right  in — Step  right  in  to  'Gunga  Din'"  ...     •  Postmaster 

General  Farley  okayed  growing  of  beards  by  Omaha  postoffice 
employes  in  observance  of  world  premiere  of  "Union  Pacific" 
...  •  Howard  Rushmore,  pix  critic  of  the  Communist  news- 
paper, The  Daily  Worker,  resigned  'cause  his  bosses  insisted  he 
pan  "Gone  With  the  Wind".  .  . 


EDINGTON  IS  NAMED 
RKO  EXEC.  PRODUCER 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of,  all  the  more  important  pictures 
to  be  made  on  the  RKO  lot  in  Hol- 
lywood. 

Lee  Marcus  will  continue  as  ex- 
ecutive producer  in  charge  of  the 
balance  of  RKO's  program,  Schaef- 
er  said.  J.  J.  Nolan  continues  as 
assistant  to  the  president,  in  charge 
of  all  studio  operations. 

Edington  became  a  producer  after 
many  years  in  the  agency  business, 
where  he  represented  Greta  Garbo, 
Marlene  Dietrich,  Ann  Harding, 
Gladys  Swarthout,  Grace  Moore, 
Nelson  Eddy,  Douglas  Fairbanks, 
Jr.,  Cary  Grant  and  Joel  McCrea. 
Prior  to  his  agency  connections,  he 
held  an  executive  position  with  M- 
G-M  studios. 

if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

U.  S.  Support  for  Pickwick 
Theater,  Greenwich,  Seen 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Conn.,  to  obtain  first-run  product. 
This  was  taken  as  an  indication  yes- 
terday that  an  anti-trust  suit  would 
be  filed  against  the  major  companies 
and  three  circuits,  with  speculation 
as  to  whether  the  suit  would  be  a 
private  one  or  a  Federal  action. 

It  was  learned  that  Greenwich 
city  officials  had  sent  a  telegram  to 
Arnold  asking  immediate  action  in 
the  clearance  situation  and  that  Ar- 
nold had  replied  favorably.  Jt  was 
also  revealed  that  Arnold  and  Ed 
Peskay,  operator  of  the  Pickwick, 
held  conferences  on  the  situation 
last  week. 

if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Village  Ball  Sunday  Night 

Annual  Greenwich  Village  Ball 
will  be  held  New  Year's  Eve  in 
Webster  Hall,  with  a  delegation  of 
film  stars  and  critics  attending. 


Best   wishes   from   THE    FILM    DAILY 

to   the   following   on   their   birthdays: 

DECEMBER  29 

George   E.   Marshall  John   Thomas    Neville 

Max  Graf  Otis   Harlan 

Harry    Cold  Tad  Alexander 

DECEMBER  30 
John     Litel  Robert   Mclntyre 

Lawrence  Weingarten  Linda  Ruth  Bressler 

DECEMBER  31 
William    J.    Fadiman  Gaston    Glass 

Hortense   Schorr  Frank    Richardson 

JANUARY    1 
William    Fox  Al    Martin 

William    Haines  J.    Don    Alexander 

William  Koenig  Boris    Morros 

Charles   Bickford  Jay  Rescher 


it 


Ronald  Colman 
in  Paramount's 
"THE   LIGHT 
THAT  FAILED" 


tt 


Qio 


picture  ever  to  flaunt  Paramount's 
banner  before  the  theatre-going  millions 
has  surpassed  it,  while  few  have  even 
closely  approached  it  in  greatness.  It 
is  an  artistic  triumph  that  bids  fair  to 
take  its  place  among  the  heavy  profit 
grabbers  of  the  year."       —Daily  Variety 


■■ 


and  "Daily  Variety"  is  only  one  of  many  . 


"It  is  the  letter-perfect  edition  of  Kipling's  'The 
Light  That  Failed'  which  William  Wellman  sub- 
mitted to  the  Rivoli  over  the  week-end.  Mr. 
Colman  has  rarely  handled  a  role  with  greater 
authority  or  charm.  And  he  has  had  splendid 
support.  Ida  Lupino's  Bessie  is  another  of  the 
surprises  we  get  when  a  little  ingenue  suddenly 
bursts  forth  as  a  great  actress.  Walter  Huston's 
Torpenhow,  Dudley  Digges's  the  Nilghai,  Muriel 
Angelus's  Maisie  are  right  as  right  can  be.  In 
sum,  a  sincere,  reticent  and  capitally  directed 
version  of  the  good  old  book  and  a  great  relief 
from  the  feminine-film  diet."  —N.  Y.  Times. 

Colman  superb  in    Light  That  Failed.'  Huston, 
Digges  do  fine  work  in  film!"—  N.  Y.  World  Telegram. 

'Ronald  Colman,  as  Dick  Heldar,  gives  one  of  the 
finest  performances  he  has  ever  given  on  the 

screen  !"  —N.  Y.  Daily  News. 

'Superb  entertainment  for  the  masses." 

■ — Showmen's  Trade  Review. 

"Light  That  Failed"  is  a  fine  effort.  Colman's 
delineation  of  the  artist  is  masterly,  high-lighted 
by  moments  of  great  artistry.  But  he  has  a  close 
rival  for  honors  in  Ida  Lupino  who  gives  the 
finest  performance  of  her  career. '  -Hollywood  Reporter. 


"Last  week  Hollywood  illustrated  that  at  last  it 
has  learned  to  respect  the  integrity  of  a  successful 
book  and  to  translate  it  in  cinematic  terms  with 
the  values  of  the  original  unchanged.  'The  Light 
That  Failed'  now  at  the  Rivoli,  is  the  second  film 
of  the  week  which  proves  this  point.  'Gone  With 
The  Wind'  is  the  other!"  — N.  Y.  Sun- 

"Only  now,  three  years  after  Kipling's  death,  has 
Paramount  converted  his  book  into  a  film  that  is 
so  faithful  in  spirit  and  detail,  that  it  would  have 
delighted   the  Empire-proud   Englishman   who 

first  conceived  it!"     — Life  Magazine—Movie  of  the  Week. 

"Filmed  on  a  lavish  but  always  appropriate  scale 
and  performed  by  an  excellently  balanced  cast, 
it  is  solid  entertainment  every  inch  of  the  way. 
Colman's  best!"  —M.  P.  Herald. 

"This,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  show  business,  is 
the  kind  of  picture  the  art-industry  was  built 
upon  and  has  been  sustained  by  throughout  its 
history,  a  strong  story  ably  told  and  soundly 
acted  by  competent  talent.   This   is,   in  short, 

the  gOOds."  —M.  P.  Daily. 

"A  top-notch  attraction  from  fade-in  to  fade-out." 

— Jay  Emanuel  Publications. 

"This  is  truly  a  worthy  contribution  to  a  banner 

season  of  the  cinema."    —Edwin  Schallert,  L.  A.  Times. 


Friday,  December  29,  1939 


RESUME  OF  LEADING 
EVENTS  DURING  1939 


Headlines  Traee  Year's  History  of  Industry 

The   War9   Governments    Veto  of  Trade  Reforms  and  Litigation  in  Sharp  Relief 

FILM  EVENTS  OF  1939 
TOLD  IN  HEADLINES 

turW.i 


JANUARY 

Majors  quit  Italy  as  Fascist  decree  estab- 
lishing distribution  monopoly  becomes  opera- 
tive. 

UA  wins  fight  to  escape  West  Virginia  in- 
come tax  in  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
Wisconsin  Preferred  Playdate  Act  is  ruled 
invalid  by  Federal  Statutory  Court. 
Memorandum  decision  okays  RKO's  reorg. 
plan. 

President    Roosevelt    calls    for    re-enactment 
of   Federal    admissions   tax. 
Barney    Balaban     denies    reports    Paramount 
will    divorce    theaters. 

Paramount  owns  all  of  Allan  B.  DuMont 
Laboratories  outstanding  B  stock,  prospectus 
reveals. 

Paramount  calls  at  par,  plus  accrued  in- 
terest, $5,000,000  of  its  6  per  cent  de- 
bentures. 

U.  S.  critics  vote  "Snow  White"  1938's 
best  picture  in  FILM  DAILY'S  Annual  Ten 
Best  Poll.  Divorcement  and  regulatory  bills 
introduced  in  Nebraska  Legislature.  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  again  hears  Dallas  trust 
action. 

MPTOA,  distributors  end  reform  talks;  new 
draft   looms. 

Objectionable  clauses  out  in  trade  prac- 
tice plan   revamp. 

British  exhibitors  are  cold  to  increase  in 
quota. 

Allied  to  continue  trade  reform  negotiations. 
United  Artists  stockholders  adopt  profit- 
sharing  plan.  Allied  may  submit  reform 
draft  to  distributors.  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  suc- 
ceeds Nate  Yamins  as  Allied  president 
Harry  Rogers  Winthrop  named  to  Loew's 
board  succeeding  William  A.  Phillips,  re- 
signed. 

Majors  and  two  circuits  named  in  Florida 
anti-trust  suit.  Loew's  scores  victory  in 
stockholders'    suit. 

Canada's  admissions  and  receipts  up  for 
fourth   year. 

Loew's  reports  $9,924,934  as  1938  net  in- 
income. 

$174,000,000   producer,  $539,115,000  exhibi- 
tor  1936   gross,   Treasury    Dept.    reports. 
Available  features  in  1938  show  10  per  cent 
drop.      IATSE  directs  studio  locals  to  nego- 
tiate own   pacts. 

Maine  and  New  Hampshire  Theater  Co. 
and  five  majors  named  in  Maine  exhibitors' 
anti-trust  suit.  NLRB  cites  10  producers 
for  Wagner  Act  violations. 
New  form  of  anti-Ascap  bill  proposed  in 
Connecticut. 

FEBRUARY 

$11,199,456  for  rights  to  stage  plays  in 
12  years.  Conciliation  should  come  first, 
declares  Ed  Kuykendall. 
Paramount  named  in  $25,000,000  stock- 
holders' suit.  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  heeds  ex- 
hibitor squawks;  Tyrone  Power  off  air. 
M.  E.  Comerford  dies  in  Florida  Boris 
Morros  forms  own  distribution  firm.  Gov- 
ernment won't  suggest  consent  decrees,  says 
Arnold. 

World   theaters   total   92,816;   gain   of  3,719 
in    1938.       Government    to    insist    upon    di- 
vorcement,    declares     Arnold. 
New    Jap    law    paves    way    for    foreign    pic- 
tures    restrictions. 

"Defreezing"  of  U.  S.  picture  revenue  in 
Hungary  looms.  Distribution  in  Phillipine 
Islands  may  become  public  utility.  TNEC 
may  sidestep  movies,  leaving  field  to  D  of  J. 
Association  of  Motion  Picture  Producers 
re-elects  Joseph  M.  Schenck  as  prexy. 
Cuba  bids  for  producers;  tax  exemption  for 
5  years.  U.  S.  imports  319  foreign  pictures 
in  1938,  a  rise  of  30  per  cent. 
$26,000,000  invested  in  theater  building  and 
equipment  in  1938.  Anti-block-booking 
bill  introduced  in  Illinois  Legislature. 
Government  wins  Dallas  anti-trust  suit  by 
5  to  3  decision  of  U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 
Divorcement  repeal  measure  before  North 
Dakota's  Governor.  Allied  arbitration  pro- 
posals embrace  wide  latitude.  Cosmopolitan 
closes  two-year  distribution  deal  with  20th- 
Fox. 


News  Highlights  of  1 939 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


attack  files  suits  against  three  large  independent  circuits.     May  1  is  set  as  the  New  York 
equity  suit  trial  date;  "pre-trial"  will  shorten  its  duration. 

V 

DEATH  ends  the  careers  of  two  notable  industry  pioneers — Carl   Laemmle,   Sr.,   on 
Sept.  24;  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,  on  Dec.  12. 

VI 
RKO  REORGANIZATION  PLAN  and  underwriting  agreement,  both  Atlas-sponsored, 
are  approved  by  Federal  Judge  William  Bondy,  and  consummation  directed.  George  J. 
Schaefer  is  named  RKO  Corp.  president,  Richard  C.  Patterson,  Jr.,  board  chairman. 
Pandro  S.  Berman  resigns  as  studio  head,  Jules  Levy  as  sales  exec.  Ned  E.  Depinet  signs 
a  new  contract  as  sales  chief.     Phil  Reisman  is  elected  a  vice-president. 

VII 
TELEVISION  finally  turns  the  corner;  NBC  inaugurates  public  service  of  programs; 
FCC  committee  recommends   limited  commercialization;   marked   technical   advances   are 
disclosed. 

VIII 
THE    DEPARTMENT    OF    COMMERCE    inaugurates    a    series    of    conferences    with 
industry   leaders,    the   full   import   of   which    is   yet   to   be   determined.      Marked    effect 
upon  Government-industry  relations  is  not  impossible. 

IX 
ON  THE  LABOR  FRONT,  the  IATSE  move  to  establish  jurisdiction  in  the  player 
field  via  a  charter  to  the  AFA  is  successfully  blocked  by  the  AAAA,  the  USTG  loses 
its  battle  to  gain  control  of  12,000  IA  members  and  the  Conference  of  A  F  of  L  Studio 
Unions  forces  producer  acceptance  of  its  wage  demands  under  threat  of  a  nationwide 
strike. 

X 
"GONE  WITH  THE  WIND,"  after  more  than  three  years,  emerges  with  a  Dec.   15 
world   premiere   at  Atlanta,   Ga.,   as   the   industry's    first  $4,500,000   production    and    70 
per  cent  rental  release. 


15:  NBC   names    Max   Gordon   television   advisor. 

16:  Major  studios  show  trend  to  fewer  term 
contracts. 

17:  Pathe's  realignment  plan  approved  by  stock- 
holders. Vermont's  Governor  signs  blue 
laws   repealer. 

21 :  North  Dakota  Governor  signs  theater  di- 
vorcement repeal  bill. 

23:  Theater  limitation  bill  in  North  Dakota 
Legislature.  Interstate  and  Texas  Consoli- 
dated Theaters  to  ask  Dallas  suit  rehearing. 

24'  Joe  Brandt,  co-founder  of  Columbia,  dies 
on   Coast. 

27:  George  Schaefer  to  be  RKO  prexy;  Floyd 
Odium   board's   head. 

28:  Telecast  relay  system  developed  by  RCA's 
engineers.  Pennsylvania  to  appeal  chain 
store    tax   case. 

MARCH 

1 :  769  pictures  released  in  the  United  States 
in  1938;  imports  rise.  O.  Henry  Briggs 
elected  president  of  the  newly  organized 
Pathe   Laboratories,    Inc. 

2:  Paramount  earns  $2,220,000  in  the  quarter, 
$4,096,000  in  the  year.  Nebraska  divorce- 
ment and  picture  sales  tax  measures  killed, 
Loew's,  Inc.  renames  all  officers.  Mono- 
gram re-elects  W.  Ray  Johnston  president; 
George   W.   Weeks   named   a   vice-president. 

3:  Samuel  Goldwyn's  suit  for  declaratory  judg- 
ment against  UA  won't  affect  company, 
says  Maurice  Silverstone.  U.  S.  grip  on 
foreign  market  off  5  per  cent.  B  pix  hurt 
abroad,  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce  re- 
ports. 

6:  Bill  to  tax  circuit  theaters  and  seats  in 
Wisconsin  British  films  council  cold  to 
increased  quotas.  Will  H.  Hays  celebrates 
17th  anniversary  as  MPPDA  president.  Kan- 
sas  divorcement   bill    passage   recommended. 

7:  Warner  Bros,  complete  6  million  bank  credit 
agreement.  Col.  H.  A.  Cole  predicts 
revolutionary   system    in    clearance. 

8:  Admission  and  Bank  Night  tax  bills  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

9:  Majors    and    U.    S.    split    victory    in    Equity 

suit    bill    of    particulars    decision. 
10:  Arkansas  seat  and  circuit  tax  measures  voted 

down 
13:  Warner  Bros,  shift  Eastern  production  to 
Coast  with  Sam  Sax  assigned  to  British 
studios.  Kansas  divorcement  bill  seen 
killed. 
14:  Eastman  Kodak  to  report  $17,339,408  profit 
for  the  year. 


Metro  setting  precedent,  bids  exhibitors' 
leaders  to  sales  parley. 
Charles  Prutzman  named  Universal  vice- 
president  and  counsel;  board  of  directors 
re-elected.  Crime-in-films  resolutions  codi- 
fied by  Hays  office.  RKO-Max  Gordon 
Corp.  sign  2-year  deal. 
North  Dakota  anti-Ascap  bill  signed;  New 
measure  in  Oklahoma  Nazi  grab  of  Czecho- 
slovakia spells  $350,000  loss  for  U.  S.  dis- 
tribs. 

Report  D  of  J  preparing  for  crackdown  in 
Southwest.  New  York  World's  Fair's  50 
theaters  to  show  more  than  500  films. 
136  indie  producers  driven  out,  Momand  bill 
of  particulars  affirms  anti-trust  suit.  K-A-0 
reports  annual  profit  of  $996,995;  B.  F. 
Keith    Corp.,    $752:011 

Metro  sales  conclave  hears  divergent  ex- 
hibitor views  from  Kuykendall,  Cole  and 
Brandt. 

M-G-M's  production  budget  for  1939-40 
set  at  $42,500,000.  Frank  Ford,  Evans- 
ton,  ill.  exhib.,  files  new  trust  suit  action 
against  majors.  Slump  in  British  production 
shutters  Pinewood  studios. 
Theater  divorcement  bill  up  in  Minnesota 
Legislature. 

Local    306   operators   call    New    York    strike; 
"Coercion,"  assert  distribs.  UA  and  Selznick 
International    sign    new    distrib.    pact. 
Divorcement    bill     introduced     in    Wisconsin 
Legislature.      Will   H.   Hays   defines   industry 
policy     in     Government     relationship.         Sol 
Lesser    closes    five-year    UA    deal. 
Bookers   and   exhibs   pick    up   films    to    keep 
New   York   area    houses   open. 
David    L.    Loew    in    UA    deal;    new    Lesser- 
Lubitsch   firm   disclosed.      20th   Century-Fox 
reports   1938  profit  of  $7,252,466.      MPPDA 
completing  detailed  setup  for  school  shorts. 
Mediation    and     injunction    moves    in     New 
York    projectionist   strike. 
U.    S.    orders    probe    of    projectionist   strike; 
State     Mediation     Board     asks     status     quo 
armistice.      MPPDA   plan    industry  wide    re- 
lief and  security  program.     Canadian  Moving 
Picture     Distributors     Association     re-elects 
Col.    J.    Cooper    as    president. 
FILM    DAILY   publishes   full   text   of   majors' 
fair  trade  practice  draft    Trade  reform  draft 
is  finalized;   UA  withdraws. 

APRIL 

MPTOA,    Allied    marshal    forces    for    Neely 

bill   hearings. 

13  word  decision  confirms   RKO   reorganiza- 


tion  plan.      Neely   bill   means  picture'Vhaos, 
Senators    warned    as    hearings    start.        UA 
to  vigorously  fight  any  Goldwyn  withdrawal 
move.  Technicolor  reports  $1,334,243  net  for 
1938. 
5:  British     exhibitor     quota     stands,     Commons 
advised   by   board  of  trade's   head.     Theater 
divorcement   bill   introduced   in   Pennsylvania 
House. 
6:  Neely  bill  would   help  industry,  Allied  view. 
Television    clause    added    to    RCA    recording 
agreement. 
7:  Strike  action  is  illegal,  D  of  J  warns  execs. 
of    306.        Minnesota     theater    divorcement 
measure   seen    doomed 
10:  New  York  projection  strike  ends;  500  union 

members    return    to    work. 
12:  RKO   reorganization   settlement  order  signed 
by   court.      "Don't   hamper  pix  with   unwise 
law,"    George    J.    Schaefer    urges    at    Neely 
bill    hearing. 
13:   UA  strikes   back   at  re-filed   suit   of  Samuel 

Goldwyn 
14:  Abram  F.  Myers  and   Ed   Kuykendall  clash  at 

Neely   bill   hearing. 
17:  Peace     is     assured     in     West     Coast-IATSE 

controversy. 
18:  U.    S.    Supreme    Court    rules    for    Ascap    in 
Florida  and  Washington  actions.  C.  C.  Petti- 
john    and    Abram    F.    Myers    in    final    Neely 
bill    arguments    as    Senate    hearings    close. 
Suit  seeks   to   force  Ohio  to  tax  film   rent- 
als. 
19:  B   &    K    reports   $1,270,401    net;    Directorate 
reduced,    20th    Century-Fox    board    renames 
all   execs. 
20:  Vigorous     Latin-American     expansion     policy 

for    20th    Century-Fox. 
21 :  RCA-NBC     give     U.     S.     television     industry 
its  send-off.   Keep   industry's  control   within 
the    industry,    urges   Adolph   Zukor. 
24:  S.    D.    Cocalis,    president    of    Cocalis    Enter- 
prises,   Inc.   dies   following   operation.    Para- 
mount to  build  new  $12,000,000  Coast  stu- 
dios.   UA   will   establish   own    South   African 
setup.    New   adaptor   opens   way   for   televi- 
sion  use  of  day's  films. 
25:  Majors    cold    to    television's    plan    for    film 
use.       571     bills    affecting    films     hoppered 
in   State   Legislatures   but   industry   gets   the 
breaks. 
26:  B.   F.    Keith   Corp.   reports  $773,729   net   for 

the  year;   KAO  net  $987,587. 
27:  New    British    print,    stock    taxes    hit    U.    S. 

firms. 
28:  D  of  J  files  bill  of  particulars  in  Equity 
suit;  Would  keep  witnesses  secret;  Fears 
intimidation.  Government  files  new  Equity 
suit  in  Oklahoma  against  the  Griffith  Amuse- 
ment Co.  and  majors;  D  of  J  "assails" 
local   monopolies. 

MAY 

1:  Paramount's    net    profit    for    1938    totalled 

$2,865,676. 
2:  Canadian    indie   exhibs.    to   draft   own    trade 
reforms.        Allied     plans     "all-indie-exhib." 
vote   on    Code. 
4:  Special     theater     tele     proposed;     Feasible, 

RCA's    view. 
5:   Neely  bill   demands  national  daylight  saving. 
9:  Columbia    sees    duals    as    issue    for    exhibs. 
alone  to  decide.  Theater  divorcement  measure 
introduced    in    Illinois. 

10:  Joseph  M.  Schenck  sees  tele  as  a  novelty 
"draw"   for  theaters. 

11:  Columbia  opens  French,  Belgian  office; 
Foreign   language   pix   to   be  handled. 

12:  Copyright  Protection  Bureau.  FBI  and  police 
smash   picture   bootlegging  in   mid-West. 

15:  Coal  strike  ends,  brings  re-openings  in  Penn- 
sylvania, West  Virginia  and  Kentucky  and 
prevents    more    closings. 

16:  U.  S.  Attorney  General  to  fly  to  Coast  on 
pix    industry   probe. 

17;  R.  C.  Patterson  joining  RKO  as  board  chair- 
man; Floyd  B.  Odium  withdraws;  N.  Peter 
Rathbone  designated  chairman  of  executive 
committee. 

18:  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  film-tele  co-op 
plan  submitted  to  MPPDA.  Canadian  indies 
organizing     anti-protection     league. 

19:  Court    orders    U.    S.    to    name    witnesses    in 
Equity  suit.      Dozen  film   suits   in   prospect, 
(.Continued  on  Page  7) 
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(Continued  from  Page  6) 
D  of  J  asks  more  funds.     7,200-seat  house, 
World's  largest,   for  Mexico   City. 
Plan    "Miniature    UA"    for    France — Maurice 
Silverstone. 

Right  to  assign  trust  suit  cause  of  action, 
question    in    Momand   suit. 

:tion"    seen    between    Allied    and    N.    Y. 
o  16    mm.    circuit    operation    in    mid- 

West  to  hit  new  high. 
FCC  recommends  action  delay  on  televi- 
sion standards.  Pandro  S.  Berman  reported 
to  leave  RKO  Radio  post  Oct.  1.  Anti- 
block-booking  bill  sweeps  through  Illinois 
House. 

D  of  J  cites  55  acts  of  alleged  coercion 
by  majors  in  Equity  suit  bill.  Arbitration 
machinery  in  trade  practice  Code  calls 
for  two  boards,  W.  F.  Rodgers  discloses 
as  FILM  DAILY  publishes  complete  text  of 
arbitration    rules. 

Arbitration  rules  "very  encouraging" — Abram 
F.  Myers.  Renewal  of  Hoyts-CUT  buying 
pool   in   Australia   likely. 

JUNE 

Senate  Committee  favors  Neely  bill,  15  to 
13.  Record  short  subject  budgets  totaling 
$12,000,000  set  for  1939-40  as  Code  provi- 
sions ban  forced  selling. 
Warners  will  sell  away  from  Fox  West  Coast, 
says  Grad  L.  Sears.  Interstate  Theatei 
Corp.  of  New  England  named  defendant  in 
$100,000  monopoly  suit  brought  by  Tegu's 
Palace  Theater,  Inc.  in  Vermont. 
Canadian  Conciliation  Board  demand  served 
on  majors  by  Anti-Protection  League.  Foley 
Amusement  Holding  Corp.  anti-trust  action 
against  the  majors,  Randforce  Amusement 
Corp.  et  al  asks  $750,000  balm.  New  gov- 
ernment trust  policy  may  involve  Commerce 
Department  as  intermediary  between  D  of  i 
and   industry. 

Gregory  Circuit  in  mid-West  sold  to  Alli- 
ance Theater  Corp.  in  million  and  a  half 
deal.  ITO*  of  West  Virginia  votes  to  affil- 
iate with  Allied.  Secretary  of  Commerce 
Hopkins  and  film  executives  confer  on 
economic   problems. 

Warner  Bros,  theaters  consistenly  use  duals, 
Spyros  Skouras  charges.  Department  of 
Commerce-film  confab  to  resume  next  week. 
Exhibitor  leaders  demand  unbiased  arbitra- 
tion panels  in  FILM  DAILY  survey. 
Minority  report  urges  Senate  defeat  of 
Neely's  bill.  New  selling  method  for  film 
industry  foreseen  by  Barney  Balaban. 
Code,  arbitration  revisions  sent  to  exhibitor 
units  by  distributors  Vineland  New  Jersey 
civic  leaders  join  Landis  Theater  as  plain- 
tiffs in  trust  suit  against  majors  and  War- 
ners. 

British  film  duty  revisions  ignore  American 
distributors.  Arbitration  setup  fair,  Myers 
advises  Allied. 

Tear  up  Code,  let  laymen  draft  one,  urges 
W.  A.  Steffes  at  Allied  convention.  FCC 
report  charges  AT&T  with  patent  sup- 
pression. 

Warner  Bros,  disposes  of  holdings  in  Trans- 
american.  Allied  spurns  Code;  No  further 
negotiations. 

Baird  large  screen  television  demonstrated 
in  New  York.  AFM  Convention  votes  down 
orchestra    demand. 

Penn.  Supreme  Court  rules  out  tax  on  chain 
theaters.  Isidor  Frey,  Loew's  executive,  dies 
after  three  weeks'  illness. 
D  of  C  talks  with  film  industry  should  not 
halt  Congressional  action  on  Neely  bill, 
says  Secretary  Harry  Hopkins. 
Great  Britain  drops  excise  tax  on  unexposed 
film.  Wisconsin  Supreme  Court  rules  Bank 
Night    a    lottery. 

Government  preparing  new  trust  suits  in 
New  York  and  Florida.  British  trade  wins 
second  victory  as  Government  drops  in- 
crease in  film  duties.  FILM  DAILY  Golf 
Tournament  attracts  record  throng  to  Rye; 
M-G-M  team  wins  match  play. 
Federal  admission  tax  to  stay  for  two  years. 
Bill  to  nationalize  Argentine  film  industry 
dropped. 

Paramount    applies    to    FCC    for    permit    for 
Coast   television  station. 
James  Roosevelt  given  new  contract  by  Sam 
Goldwyn. 

Jack  Cohn  named  house  manager  (president) 
of  Picture  Pioneers.  First  television  net- 
work links  RCA  with  General  Electric. 
Majors  reply  to  Government's  Equity  suit; 
asserts   charges   unfounded. 


in  iHemorutm 


As  1939  draws  to  a  close,  the  amusement  industry  pauses  to  pay  a  final 
tribute  to  those  affiliates  in  all  branches  whose  deaths  were  recorded  in  the 
12-month  period.  In  this  necrology,  the  more  widely  known  personalities  to 
pass  are  given  with  place  of  death  and  date  obituary  was  published  in  THE 
FILM  DAILY. 


EUGENE  V.  BREWSTER,  fan  magazine  pub- 
lisher, Brooklyn,  N.  Y.     FD:  1-4 

CARLTON   BREWSTON,  L.   I.  exhibitor,  at 
New  Smyrna,  Fla.     FD:  1-6 

WALTER    C.     KELLY,    actor,     Philadelphia. 
FD:  1-5 

L  R.   RUBINSTEIN,   exhibitor,  Minneapolis. 
FD:  1-10 

HENRY     CHESTERFIELD,     NVA     secretary, 
New  York.     FD:  1-13 

ROBERT     H.     MCLAUGHLIN,     playwright, 
Cleveland.    FD:  1-18 

TOM  RICKETS,  veteran  actor-director,  Hol- 
lywood.     FD:    1-23 

MERRITT    HULBURD,    producer,    at    West 
Palm  Beach,  Fla.     FD:   1-24 

GEORGE  FELT,   pioneer  exhibitor,   Philadel- 
phia.    FD:  1-24 

HELEN   WARE,   actress,   Carmel,  Calif.   FD: 
1-26 

HARRY  SHIFFMAN,  veteran  exhibitor,  New 
York.     FD:  1-30 

CARL    F.    LOMB,    v.-p.    Bausch    £r    Lomb, 
Rochester.     FD:   1-30 

M.    E.    COMERFORD,    pioneer    Pennsylvania 
exhibitor,  at  Miami  Beach.     FD:  2-3 

JOE    BRANDT,    producer,   Hollywood.      FD: 
2-24 

ROBERT    P.    GLECKLER,    actor,    Hollywood. 
FD:  2-28 

ALFRED  S.  KRELLBERG,  film  attorney,  New 
York.    FD:  3-7 

HERBERT  MUNDIN,   actor,   Hollywood.  FD: 
3-7 

CHARLES   PORTER,   exhibitor,   president   of 
Michigan  Allied,   Detroit.     FD:   3-13 

(Continued 


BERT  ADLER,  publicity  director,  New  York. 
FD:    3-20 

MAURICE  GOODMAN,  film  executive,  New 
York.     FD:  3-21 

EDWARD  ROSE,  playwright,  Fremont,  Wis. 
FD:  4-4 

S.  S.  VAN  DINE  (Willard  Huntington 
Wright),  novelist,  New  York.    FD:  4-13 

BERTHA  KALICH,  actress,  New  York.  FD: 
4-21 

SOTEROS  D.  COCALIS,  circuit  executive, 
New  York.     FD:  4-24 

JOE  YOUNG,  lyricist,  Ascap  secretary  and 
board  chairman,  New  York.    FD:  4-24 

ALBERT  G.  DAVIS,  General  Electric  execu- 
tive, New  York.     FD:  4-27 

FRANK  E.  WOODS,  Griffith  associate,  form- 
erly with  Dramatic  Mirror,  Hollywood. 
FD:  5-2 

H.  COOPER  CLIFFE,  actor,  New  York.  FD: 
5-4 

IRA  FURMAN,  Metro  branch  manager,  San 
Francisco.     FD:  5-5 

JAMES  GIBBONS  PARROTT,  director,  Hol- 
lywood.    FD:  5-12 

JUDGE  MORRIS  KLEIN,  pioneer  exhibitor, 
Baltimore.     FD:  5-16 

FRED  MILLER,  veteran  West  Coast  ex- 
hibitor, Hollywood.    FD:  5-22 

JOHN  F.  MILLER,  pioneer  producer,  Culver 
City.     FD:  5-26 

DODSON  L.  MITCHELL,  actor,  New  York. 
FD:  6-5 

GEORGE  FAWCETT,  actor,  Nantucket.  FD: 
6-12 

OWEN  MOORE,  actor,  Hollywood.  FD: 
6-12 

on  Page  8) 


JULY 

3:  Distributors  contend  Trade  Practice  Code 
has  not  been  changed  in  reply  to  Allied's 
charges. 
6:  U.  S.  gains  through  new  French  film  de- 
cree. 
7:  $10,000,000  in  shorts  available  for  school 
use,   Will   H.    Hays   tells   NEA. 

10:  Connecticut  indies  launch  a  drive  to  force 
lower  film  rentals.  New  York  Allied  to 
ask  distributors  for  state  code.  Estimate 
1939-40  production  will  cost  11  companies 
$176,000,000-$1 83,000,000.  George      W. 

Trendle    quits    exhibition    field    in    Detroit. 

11:  Radical  Berne  Copyright  Convention  changes, 
MPPDA  goal.  Frank  Capra  announces  new 
production  company  with  Robert  Riskin  as 
associate.  Quebec  theaters  reopen  after 
five   weeks'   tax  "strike." 

12:  Film  industry  to  observe  its  golden  jubilee 
Oct.  1-7.  Buying  pool  in  Oklahoma  re- 
ported  as  shelved. 

13:  American  distributors  seek  to  head  off 
Swiss  quota  act.  Will  Hays  asks  "reason- 
able freedom"  for  industry  in  addressing 
NAB  convention. 

14:  New  theater  building  gains,  remodeling 
drops   in  first  six  months. 

18:  Senate  passes  Neely  measure,  46-48.  Radi- 
cal anti-trust  changes  may  be  urged  by 
TNEC.  Sol  Lesser,  Louis  Lurie  to  form  new 
producing  company. 

19:  D  of  J  "Civil  Remedies"  plan  to  face  Con- 
gress fight.  Court  spurns  RKO  appeals, 
okays  reorg.  plan.  Eight  majors  named  in 
Joy  Amusement  anti-trust  suit  filed  in 
Texas. 

20:  British  Privy  Council  finds  for  20th-Fox  in 
"Monte  Carlo,"  song  title  case  of  wide 
industry   importance. 

25:  Summer  re-issues  of  10  companies  show  50 
per  cent  decline.  M.  M.  Buchanan,  Athens, 
Ala.,  exhibitor,  files  anti-trust  suit  naming 
11    defendants. 

26:  NLRB  issues  certification  orders  for  four 
bargaining  agencies  on  Coast. 

27:  Nine-cent   Chinese   dollar,   duplicated   duties 


worry  majors.  George  J.  Schaefer,  Richard 
C.  Patterson  named  to  RKO  Corp.  posts. 
28:  Film  industry  facing  more  trust  suits,  says 
Attorney  General  Murphy.  Governor's  veto 
kills  anti-duals  measure  in  Illinois. 
31  :  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  sets  "Let- 
ty  Lynton"  plagiarism  award  at  one-fifth  of 


net. 


AUGUST 


IATSE  moves  for  performer  control  through 
American  Federation  of  Actors.  35  circuits 
operating  16  mm.  shows  in  Indiana  terri- 
tory hurt  theaters,  exhibs  claim. 
1939  U.  S.  film  "take"  in  Japan  at  record, 
$1,640,000.  IATSE  clinching  hold  on  the- 
atrical field  via  TMAT.  Joseph  M.  Schenck 
heads  labor  survey  committee  of  AMPP. 
Midwest  Theater  Co.  files  anti-trust  suit 
in  Detroit  against  Co-operative  Theaters  of 
Michigan. 

Organized  groups  map  pressure  campaign 
to  put  through  Neely  bill  in  House.  Frank 
C.  Walker  named  MPTOA  vice-president  to 
fill  vacancy  left  by  M.  E.  Comerford's 
death.  New  York  department  stores  would 
enter  television  field  with  commercial  sta- 
tion. 

D  of   J   files   monopoly   suit  against  Schines. 
Atlas  puts   RKO  underwriting  agreement  be- 
fore   court;    04    price    for   common    stock. 
UA  wins  dismissal   of  anti-trust  suit  brought 
by    Folly    Amusement   Holding   Corp. 
Producers-IATSE       in       tentative       five-year 
agreement.      AFA   application    for    injunction 
against    AAAA    denied.      Shorter,    simplified 
contract  offered    by    RKO. 
War    or    peace    decision    at    AF    of    L    meet 
today  as   IATSE  and   SAG  talk  strike.  $15,- 
000,000    Loew   financing   is   set. 
Expanding    anti-trust     drive,     D     of    J     files 
suit    against    Crescent    Amusement    Co.    and 
eight    affiliate    exhibitor    companies    and    11 
distributors. 

lATSE-producers  sign  new  basic  agreement 
returning  closed  shop  U.  S.  majors  block 
taxation  provision  in  Cuban  bill.  AF  of  L 
committe.  considering  five-point  plan  in 
jurisdictional     dispute.       Will     Hays     sounds 


MAJOR  NEWS  EVENTS 
OF  INDUSTRY'S  YEAR 


keynote  for  industry's  golden  jubilee.  Phi  I  ly 
anti-trust  action  filed  by  George  Graves; 
names  Stanley-Warner  and  six  majors.  Joseph 
M.  Schenck  raps  Government  interference 
with    industry. 

AAAA  jurisdiction  upheld  by  AF  of  L; 
IATSE  must  withdraw  AFA's  charter.  State 
labor  convention  to  back  Eastern  produc- 
tion. 

Four  unions  ask  parley  on  basic  pact  re- 
newal. 4  A's  refuses  full  acceptance  of  the 
AF   of   L   decision. 

U.  S.  spurns  industry  code,  warns  of  new 
trust  suits.  AF  of  L  council  considering 
4A-IATSE  compromise  proposal. 
Status  of  code  reported  to  be  "up  in  the 
air,"  parts  of  draft  may  be  salvaged  and 
incorporated  in  film  contracts. 
ProsDects  for  peace  brighter  in  Actors- 
IATSE  wrangle. 

Warner  Bros,  "streamlines"  its  distribution 
methods,  with  code  concessions  in  selling 
plans  for  new  season.  Foreign  departments 
of  U.  S.  majors  take  steps  to  meet  war 
threat. 

Production  plans  are  at  a  standstill  in  Eng- 
lish  studios. 

War  appears  certain  among  industry  unions; 
IATSE  rejects  three-point  proposal  of  4  A's. 
Maior  Coast  studio  employes  to  vote  on 
IATSE  or  Guild  in  secret  ballot  by  Sept.  2. 
D  of  J  files  Coast  criminal  contempt  action 
charging    violation    of    1930    consent    decree. 

SEPTEMBER 

New  South  Wales  standard  exhibition  con- 
tract allows  25  per  cent  cancellations. 
U.  S.  producers  to  keep  present  product 
schedules  despite  war.  British  film  indus- 
try goes  on  wartime  footing;  English  houses 
close;  playdates  suspended;  central  film  de- 
pot established.  Strike  averted  by  last- 
minute  AAAA-IATSE  agreement.  West  Vir- 
ginia Theater  Managers  Assn.  votes  MPTOA 
affiliation. 

Industry  code  rebuff  problem  before  Rod- 
gers  and    Kuykendall. 

Dismissal  of  anti-trust  action  demanded  by 
Schines. 

British  film  theaters  in  "safe"  areas  re- 
opened Saturday.  Code's  concellation  pro- 
visions going  into  Paramount's  contract, 
Keough  reveals.  No  budget  slashes  for  Para- 
mount; Blumberg  sees  retrenchment  talk 
fading. 

No  war  curtailment  is  pledged  by  more  ma- 
jors; production  plans  for  20th-Fox,  Univer- 
sal, Columbia  to  stand.  MPTOA  board  of 
directors  to  tackle  17  unsolved  problems  at 
Virginia    parley. 

RKO  adds  arbitration  clause  to  exhibition 
contract.  Will  Hays  predicts  television  to 
be  film  adjunct. 

Mexico  decrees  compulsory  exhibition  of 
native  pix.  Department  of  Justice  would 
enjoin  Schines'  expansion  pending  anti-trust 
suit    trial. 

2  000  more  British  theaters  reopening  today. 
D  of  J  plan  for  business  advisory  group  on 
anti-trust    laws   shelved. 

Nation-wide  reports  indicate  strong  vaude 
comeback. 

National  divorcement  legislation  in  prospeel 
in   1940. 

Will  Hays  pleads  for  peaceful  America, 
holds  Government  has  duty  to  film  indus- 
try. New  M-G-M  sales  policies  embody 
code  reforms.  Department  of  Commerce 
seen  as  anti-trust  suit  intermediary. 
IATSE  wins  studio  elections.  Sam  Goldwyn 
asks  joint  action  on  war  problems;  urges 
fact-finding  committee.  Columbia  Uni- 
versity division  launches  drive  for  end  of 
political  censorship  of  films. 
Survey  of  producers'  problems  now  prema- 
ture, Nicholas  M.  Schenck  tells  Sam  Gold- 
wyn. Erie,  Pa.,  anti-trust  suit  names  ma- 
jors, indies,  exhibitors. 

IATSE  hurls  wage  increase  ultimatum  at 
studios.  "Extend  playing  time,"  Joseph  M. 
Schenck  urges  exhibitors.  Carl  Laemmle, 
industry  pioneer,  dies  in  Hollywood  at  72. 
British  Acoustic  Films,  Ltd.,  loses  patents 
infringement  action  against  RCA  and  Erpi. 
10  per  cent  wage  increase  averts  IATSE 
strike. 

Michigan  Allied's  president  calls  for  code 
revival. 

IATSE  producers  to  reopen  wage  issue  in 
March. 

Ned    E.    Depinet   signs    new    long-term    RKO 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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OCTOBER 

Radio  pact  as  vice-president  in  charge  of 
distribution. 
3:  New  Jersey  Allied  votes  to  maintain  pres- 
ent price  scales.  RCA,  Farnsworth  sign 
television  pact  agreement.  Ray  Branch, 
president  of  Allied  of  Michigan,  urges  fur- 
ther code  negotiations.  Joseph  Hummel  to 
head  Warner  Bros,  foreign  department;  Sam 
E.  Morris  to  retire. 
5:  Famous    Players'    Canadian    prexy    will    meet 

with  indies  on  clearance  plan. 
6:  Move   to   set   up   national   arbitration    looms. 
9:  Jules    Levy    quits    RKO    post;    Ned    Depinet 
absorbs     duties.       Atlas     drafts     new     RKO 
underwriting  proposal. 

10:  Andy  Smith  named  Eastern  sales  manager 
for  RKO  Radio.  Georgia  State  Court  of 
Appeals    rules    Sunday    movies    illegal. 

11:  Threat  of  censorship  of  war  films  fades  out 
as  Senator  Thomas  drops  proposed  amend- 
ment to  Neutrality  Act. 

12:  Paramount  partners  back  extended  playing 
time  100  per  cent.  Court  demands  definite 
progress  in  RKO  reorganization.  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  survey  reveals  U.  S. 
leading  world   in   film   exports. 

13:  England's  theater  business  increases;  now 
80  per  cent  of  normal.  Equity  suit  com- 
promise reports  false — Thurman  Arnold. 

16:  Department  of  Justice  not  sidetracking 
Equity  suit,  says  Paul  Williams.  Orange 
County  Theaters,  Inc.,  anti-trust  case 
against   five    majors   dismissed. 

17:  Mayor  LaCuardia  plugs  New  York  production 
at  SMPE's  meet.  U.  S.  vaudeville  increase 
estimated   at  60  per  cent. 

18:  Local  306  sues  four  New  York  City  circuits 
for  restoration  of  10  per  cent  wage  cut. 
Columbia  and  Frank  Capra  capture  Wash- 
ington; 3,000  attend  premiere  of  "Mr. 
Smith   Goes  to  Washington." 

19:  Business  optimism  building  rapidly,  says 
H.  A.  Ross  after  personal  survey  trip.  Col. 
H.  A.  Cole  doubtful  of  uniform  arbitration 
system.  Technicolor  by  standard  camera 
in  a  year,  predicts  Dr.   H.  T.   Kalmus. 

20:  Concrete  film  program  for  Argentine  treaty 
presented  by  U.  S.  film  attorneys.  U.  S. 
drops  contempt  charges  against  RKO  and 
Universal  at  Chicago.  Nebraska  Women's 
Club  Federation  ditches  Neely's  bill  after 
talk  by  C.   C.   Pettijohn. 

23:  Divorcement  amendment  to  Neely's  bill  in 
prospect.  MPTOA  board  tackles  broad  in- 
dustry program.  John  Grierson  appointed 
Canada's    film    commissioner. 

24:  MPTOA  Speakers'  Bureaus  to  fight  film  at- 
tacks. 

25:  FCC  may  recommend  limited  commercial 
television  policy.  MPTOA  moves  against 
Neely  bill;  urges  more  distributors'  con- 
cessions. Code  for  film  industry  eventually, 
predicts  W.  F.  Rodgers,  addressing  MPTOA 
board   meeting. 

26:  Solution  to  four  major  trade  problems, 
MPTOA  goal. 

27:  Universal  okays  arbitration  but  is  cold  to 
cancellation. 

30:  MPTOA  to  seek  revision  of  theater  insur- 
ance rates.  N.  Y.  Allied  board  backs  Max 
Cohen;  opposition  fades  out.  RKO  optional 
arbfrration  clauses  ready  for  use;  now  in 
all  contracts. 

31  :  Neutrality  Act  puts  film  loss  up  to  exporters 
as  Johnson  amendment  exempts  Government 
from  loss  in  shipments  to  belligerents.  War- 
ner-Skouras  breach  healed;  product  deal 
covering  204  theaters  closed. 

NOVEMBER 

1:  Canadian  national  clearance  accepted  "in 
principle."  Government  picks  W.  P.  Farns- 
worth  to  aid   in  prosecuting  Equity  suit. 

2:  British  suggest  U.  S.  companies  use  "frozen" 
coin  to  make  more  United  Kingdom  pictures. 
N.  Y.  Allied  sets  up  machinery  for  a  state 
code. 

3:  Attorney  General  Frank  Murphy  hints  code 
okay  with   "stipulations." 

6:  Majors,  Tri-States  and  Mort  Singer  house 
named   in  Omaha   trust  suit. 

7:  IATSE  Coast  locals  refuse  wage  boost  abro- 
gation. U.  S.  Supreme  Court  review  of 
RKO  reorg.  plan  approval  asked.  M-C-M 
charges  eight  errors  in  "Letty  Lynton"  de- 
cision;  copyright   law   nullified   charge 

8:  British  CEA  talks  co-operative  producing. 
K-A-0  52  weeks'  net  is  $887,486;  B.  F. 
Keith,  $540,301. 
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JAMES  MULHAUSER,  scenarist,  Hollywood. 
FD:  6-19 

ISIDOR  FREY,  Metro  executive  and  assist- 
ant counsel,  New  York.     FD:  6-20 

MILES  F.  GIBBONS,  Para.  News  sales  ex- 
ecutive, New  York.    FD:  6-22 

ADA  PATTERSON,  drama  editor,  Sarasota. 
FD:  6-27 

PHIL  DE  ANGELIS,  outdoor  advertising  ex- 
ecutive, New  York.     FD:  6-30 

HARRY  LEON  WILSON,  novelist  and  play- 
wright, Monterey.     FD:  6-20 

BOBBY  VERNON,  former  film  star,  Holly- 
wood.    FD:  6-30 

RICHARD  ETTELSON,  president  Consoli- 
dated Theaters,  New  York.     FD:  7-12 

BERYL  MERCER,  actress,  Hollywood.  FD: 
7-31 

SIDNEY  HOWARD,  dramatist,  Tyringham, 
Mass.    FD:  8-24 

KATHRYN  KIDDER,  actress,  New  York. 
FD:  9-12 

HUGO  RIESENFELD,  orchestra  conductor, 
Hollywood.     FD:  9-12 

CARL  LAEMMLE,  veteran  producer,  Holly- 
wood.     FD:  9-25 

FLOYD  GIBBONS,  newsreel  commentator, 
at  Stroudsburg,  Pa.    FD:  9-25 

JACK  SNYDER,  veteran  film  lab.  man, 
Hollywood.     FD:  9-27 

HERB  CRUIKSHANK,  film  editor,  New 
York.     FD:  9-28 


EDWARD    MAERTZ,    president,    ITPA    of 

Wis.     FD:  10-3 
WALTER    RAYNER,    Regal    sales    manager, 

Toronto.      FD:   10-10 
ZANE    GREY,    novelist,    Hollywood.        FD: 

10-24 
ALICE    BRADY,   actress,    New   York.      FD: 

10-31 
E.  PAUL  PHILLIPS,   Para,   executive,  Wau- 

seca,  Minn.    FD:  11-2 
CLAUDE    GILLINGWATER,    actor,     Holly- 
wood.    FD:  11-3 
J.    E.    SAXE,    circuit    operator,    Milwaukee. 

FD:  11-7 
ETIENNE    GIRARDOT,    veteran    stage    and 

film  actor,  Hollywood.    FD:  11-13 
FREDERIC    ULLMAN,   SR.,    pioneer   theater 

manager,  Buffalo.     FD:  11-14 
GEORGE  P.  NICHOLLS,  director,  Hollywood. 

FD:  11-14 
LOIS    WEBER,    first    woman    film    director, 

Hollywood.     FD:  11-15 
MRS.    FANNY    HATTON,    playwright,    New 

York.     FD:   11-29 
DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  SR.,  stage  and  film 

star,  Santa  Monica.     FD:  12-12 
GEORGE   GERHARD,   film   editor   and    pub- 
licist, Cos  Cob,  Conn.     FD:   12-12 
WILLIAM    I.    SIROVICH,    legislator,    New 

York.     FD:   12-19 
HEYWOOD      BROUN,      columnist,      former 

drama  critic,  New  York.    FD:  12-19 


9:  Erpi  to  emphasize  industrial  pictures  in 
East.  Embargo  causes  new  woes  for  for- 
eign departments;  prints  tied  up  on  ships; 
film  shipment  costs  are  boosted.  Eastman 
directors  declare  $2,444,000  wage  dividend 
for  company's  employes. 

10:  Alexander  Korda  declares  war  will  not  alter 
his  United  Artist  producing  plans.  Metro's 
concessions  unfeasible  in  Canada,  says 
Henry  L.   Nathanson. 

13:  "Going  to  Make  Pictures  in  N.  Y." — Mayor 
LaGuardia. 

14:  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  raps  Si  Fabian  for  short 
"Drums  Along  the  Mohawk"  engagement 
in  Schenectady.  Sam  Goldwyn  reported 
talking  release  with  Paramount  and  RKO. 

15:  Limited  television  commercialization  recom- 
mended  by   FCC. 

17:  Mayor  LaGuardia  talks  Eastern  production 
with    bankers. 

20:  Unions  promise  five-year  labor  peace  in 
support  of  Eastern  production.  Joseph  R. 
Vogel  joins  Loew  board.  Momand  drops 
equity  suit  against  majors  and  Griffith 
Amusement  Co. 

21 :  Grant  of  time  averts  immediate  studio  strike 
Erich  Pommer  and  Charles  Laughton  sign 
RKO  contracts.  Mutual  protective  plan  to 
combat  radio's  giveaway. 

22:  Hear  United  Kingdom  Films  Act  in  full 
stands  to  March.  Odeon  to  operate  seven 
Paramount  British   houses  under  deal. 

24:  Britain  "defreezes"  50  per  cent  of  U.  S. 
film  revenue:  will  be  based  on  average  of 
last  three  years;  remainder  will  be  super- 
vised by  control  body.  21.8  per  cent  drop 
in  Canadian  indies  in  eight  years.  Jules 
Levy  talking  producing  deal  with   Universal. 

27:  Studios,  IATSE  agree  on  strike  truce.  10 
per  cent  wage  boost  granted  but  producers 
can   reopen  case  on   Feb.   15. 

28:  U.  S.  film  firms  ask  Grew  to  protest  at 
Japan's  tactics.  $1,740,907  yearly  profit 
reported    by   Warners. 

29:  New  York  censors  reject  24  features  and 
direct  1,955  eliminations  in  year.  Televi- 
sion network  linking  Pittsburgh  with  New 
York  in  1940  seen  by  NBC  exec. 

30:  Rockefellers,  Mayor  LaCuardia  talk  Eastern 
production. 

DECEMBER 

1:  Majors  served  with  new  Government  inter- 
rogatories in  Equity  suit;  Five  majors  file 
answers. 

4:  Production  schedules  to  be  maintained, 
AMPP  states.  Television  program  scope 
increased    by    new    RCA    equipment. 

5:  Minimum  10  per  cent  profit  pledge  linked 
with  Metro's  70  per  cent  terms  for  "Gone 
With   the   Wind."      Australia   slaps   on    new 
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raw  stock  tax.  Supreme  Court  will  re- 
view "Letty  Lynton"  decision;  Authors' 
petition  accepted,  while  Metro's  plea  re- 
jected. 

Producers  grant  10  per  cent  pay  increase 
to  basic  pact  studio  unions.  British  films 
council  favors  credit  bank  for  financing 
production. 

U.  S.  distribs.  will  seek  changes  in  Spanish 
film    decree. 

Phil  Reisman  elected  RKO  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  distribution. 
Grand  National  sued  for  $10,000,000  by 
two  stockholders.  "Pinocchio"  to  be  sold 
at  50  per  cent  on  single  bills  only,  says 
Ned    Depinet. 

DuMont     demonstrates     improved     television 
^for  the   home. 

New  ICC  ruling  to  save  industry  shipping 
costs.  Atlas  underwriting  plan  proposes  $3 
price  for  RKO  common.  Heart  attack  fatal 
to  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr.,  at  56. 
Max  Cohen  declares  agreement  reached  on 
New  York  fair  trade  plan. 
May  1,  1940  agreed  on  as  Equity  trial 
date.  James  Roosevelt  to  head  new  indie 
producing  unit.  Ben  Coetz  reported  re- 
turning to  Metro  as  British  production  head. 
"Pre-trial"  to  speed  Equity  suit  disposi- 
tion; May  limit  number  of  expert  witnesses. 
"Cone  With  the  Wind"  opening  makes  his- 
tory for  Atlanta.  Warners  will  make  only 
"A"  pictures,  says  Jack  Warner. 
Sam  Coldwyn  tells  UA  his  contract  is  term- 
inated. Irving  Asher  joins  Metro  as  pro- 
ducer on  Coast.  War  will  not  cut  20th-Fox 
lineup  for  1940-41— Sidney  R.  Kent. 
Loew's  reports  yearly  profit  of  $9,841,530. 
UA  to  resist  Goldwyn  termination  move 
30  per  cent  of  NBC  television  program 
in  first  eight  months  comprised  films. 
Federal  Court  okays  RKO  underwriting 
agreement;  Atlas  waives  right  to  acquire 
common  below  $3  figure.  Government 
Equity  suit  definitely  going  to  trial,  says 
Thurman    Arnold. 

Copyright  violations  rise  from  16  75  per 
cent  to  28.08  per  cent  in  1939;  "Bicycling" 
leads. 

1939  production  costs  in  U.  S.  at  $165  - 
000,000  says  Jack  Alicoate,  FILM  DAILY 
publisher,  in  year-end  review.  James 
Roosevelt  incorporates  Globe  Productions- 
May  include  radio.  Jules  Levy  closes  pro- 
ducer contract  with  Universal. 
Broadway  holiday  business  at  five-year  high. 
Paramount,  National  Screen  subsidiary  close 
five-year  ad  accessories  contract. 
UA  wins  dismissal  of  Coldwyn  suit.  Wein- 
garten  anti-trust  suit  dropped;  Wometco 
will    take  houses. 


HAYS  CITES  PROGRESS 
OF  PIX  IN  EDUCATION 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Human  Relations  Series,  adapted  by 
the  Commission  of  the  Progressive 
Education  Association  from  films 
previously  shown  in  theaters  "is  now 
virtually  complete,  and  that  849 
shorts  made  available  for*  ^hool 
use  are  now  widely  in  use."  \v 

Calling  attention  to  the  co-opera- 
tion given  the  industry  "by  social  and 
religious  leadership,"  Hays  said 
pointedly,  "In  the  whole  result  lies 
the  true  significance  of  the  planned 
path  of  self-regulation  in  an  art  and 
an  industry  left  free  to  develop  and 
to  discharge  a  public  service  under 
a  system  of  self-guidance,  uninflu- 
enced by  political  censorship  or  sub- 
servient to  propaganda  and  aided  by 
all  the  constructive  thought  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear." 

Martin  Quigley  preceded  Hays  on 
the  air. 

it  Happy  New  Year!  if 

Tremendous  Grosses  Still 
the  Rule  in  B'way  Theaters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

GWTW.  Capacity-plus  also  was  the 
rule  at  the  Astor. 

The  Paramount  reported  that 
Para.'s  "Gulliver's  Travels"  at  3 
p.m.  had  played  to  14,655,  while 
Para.'s  "The  Light  That  Failed"  was 
credited  with  giving  the  Rivoli  its 
best  biz  in  four  years.  A  $50,000 
gross   was   estimated  for  the  week. 

Radio  City  Music  Hall  continued 
its  above-normal  biz  with  "Bala- 
laika" and  stage  show.  The  Roxy 
wound  up  its  showing  of  "Every- 
thing Happens  at  Night"  with  re- 
sounding "take,"  while  the  Strand 
again  was  big  with  "Four  Wives." 

Reports  from  the  field  yesterday 
indicated  that  the  public  generally 
was  responding  to  new  quality  prod- 
uct during  the  holiday  season.  Para. 
was  informed  that  "Gulliver's  Trav- 
els" was  being  held  over  in  most 
and  carried  over  in  the  remaining 
few  of  its  first  37  key  city  engage- 
ments. RKO,  too,  was  informed  that 
"Hunchback  of  Notre  Dame"  holds 
over  for  a  second  week  in  all  nine 
pre-release  dates.  Four  new  Wed- 
nesday openings  set  records. 
if  Happy  New  Year!  if 

RKO  Trustee  Gets  Extension 
On  Co.'s  Contracts,  Leases 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

affirm  or  disaffirm  leases  and  con- 
tracts of  RKO  to  July  1,  1940.  The 
order  also  provides  that  this  exten- 
sion will  not  apply  if  receivership 
proceedings  are  terminated  before 
that  date.  Application  was  filed  yes- 
terday in  the  Supreme  Court,  return- 
able on  Jan.  9,  to  dismiss  the  stock- 
holders' suit. 

if  Happy  New  Year!  ir 

"Gateway"  Finals  Sunday 

"Gateway  to  Hollywood,"  Jesse  L. 
Lasky-RKO-Wrigley  radio  program, 
will  hold  its  final  trials  to  choose  a 
girl  and  boy  for  motion  picture  con- 
tract awards  on  Sunday  evening, 
6:30  to  7:30,  EST,  over  WABC-CBS. 
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